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Parliamentary  D  ebates 


During  the  Third  Session  of  the  Fourth  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  the  Twenty-first,  appointed 
to  meet  at  Westminster,  the  Nineteenth  day  of  January, 
1809>  in  the  Forty-ninth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His 
Majesty  King  GEORGE  the  Third.  [Sess.  1809. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

Tuesd^^  April  II,  \S09* 

[MtHiitBft.]     On  the  motion  of  Mr. 

"  Haakltton  ^  new  writ  wtis  ordered  for  the 
borodgh  of  Bye,  in  the  room  of  the  bon.  H. 
WeHeiley^wbo  htA  aceepted  the  Chiltern 
Hundredft.—Mr«  Campbell  moved  that  a 
new  writ  be  issaed  for  a  member  to  serve 
ht  the  borough  of  Air,  &c.  &c.  in  the 
room  of  col.  John  Campbell,  deceased.--^ 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Martin,  it  waa 
Ordered,  1.  That  there  be  laid  before  thift 
llooae  an  Account  of  the  Fees  received  at 
ihe  Priry  Council  oflBce  from  the  25th  of 
March  1 808  to  th^  latest  period  to  which 
the  same  can  be  Inade  up,  and  of  the 
iipplicatiott  thereof,  shewing  the  receipto 
imd  payments  of  every  quarter,  and  speci* 
fytng  the  amounts  paid  for  the  salaries 
and  eatablithtnenu  of  the  said  office,  and 
Ihe  snms  paid  into  the  receipt  of  his 
iDftJesty'i  Exchequer  :  2.  An  Account  of 
Ihe  gross  produce  of  the  Fee  Fond  belong* 

'Ing  to  the  several  ofllices  of  his  majesty's 
Mcretaries  of  state  for  the  foreign,  home, 
^AA  War  departments,  during  the  years 
veapectively  ending  on  the  3 1st  of  Dec. 
1807  and  1808,  specify mg  the  amounu 
received  in  each  year,  and  ih«t  application 
thereof:  3.  An  Account  of  the  gross 
prodoco  of  the  Fee  Fund  belonging  to  the 
wffice  of  his  majesty's  secretary  at  war, 
during  the  ye^*^  ending  respectively  on 
tbeSlstof  I>ec«  1 807  and  1808,  specifying 
Iho  amounts  received  in  each  year,  and 
the  application  thereof:  4>.  An  Account 
of  the  gross  produce  of  the  Fee  Fund 
Vol.  XiV. 


belonging  to  the  office  of  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  his  majesty's  treasury,  during 
the  years  respectively  ending  on  the  31st 
of  Dec,  1807  and  1808,  specifying  the^ 
amounts  received  in  each  y^ar,  and  the  ap- 
plication thereof.— The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said,  that  preriom  to  the  re» 
cess  he  had  given  notice  that  he  would  on 
an  early  day  move  for  the  revision  of  a  mo- 
tion made  by  an  hon.  admiral  (sir  C.  Pole) 
for  ihe  printing  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Naval  Revision,  and  a  notice 
on  that  subject  stood  for  this  day.  He  had, 
however,  conversed  with  the  hon.  baronet 
on  the  subject  since  he  catne  into  the  house, 
and  understanding  from  him  that  be 
would  be  contented  with  the  Report  itself, 
without  the  Appendix,  which  was  very 
voluminous,  be  should  have  no  objection 
to  the  hon.  admiral'l  motion  to  that  extent. 
He  could  not,  however,  avoid  mentioning 
the  vast  expence  Which  the  public  was 
put  to  in  the  article  of  printing  the  Papers 
of  that  house.  Certainly  every  member 
bad  a  right  to  any  paper  laid  on  the  table 
of  that  house,  and  where  the  whole,  or  part 
was  actually  necessary  for  the  due  investi- 
gation of  any  matter  to  be  brought  before 
the  house,  ft  was  right  such  papers,  or 
parts  of  them,  should  l>e  printed  for  the 
general  use  and  advantage  of  every 
member^s  being  in  possession  of  the  sul^ 
ject :  he  hoped  however,  that  gentlemen 
would  duly  consider  how  far  any  paper  waa 
really  esseniiaJ  before  they  moved  for  the 
printing  of  them.-^ir  C.  Pole  said,  that 
he  was  never  mor^slWprized  thaif  when  he 
saw  the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  gent. 
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who  had  just  sat  down,  that  the  printing 
the  Report  he  bad  moved  for,  would  cost 
from  15  to  20,000/.  He  had  no  idea  of 
incurring  even  the  twentieth  part  of  that 
expence.  But  as  that  was  a  Report  of 
gentlemen  who  had  been  chosen  to  revise 
the  acts  of  others  who  had  been  previously 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  transactions 
of  a  most  important  (department,  he 
tjiought  the  printing  the  Report  would  be 
highly  necessary  :  but  as  be  found  the  Ap- 
pendix  was  so  very  voluminous,  he  was 
willing  that  the  order  made  on  the  motion, 
which  he  had  brought  forward  on  a  former 
night,  should  be  discharged,  and  a  fresh 
order  made,  comprehending  only  the 
Report,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and 
a  new  order  made,  that  the  Report  be 
printed  without  the  Appendix. 

[Papers  belating  to  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal.]—Mr.  Secretary  Canning  presented 
the  following 

PAPERS 

RELATING  TO  SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAL. 

'i^o,  I. — Extract  qfa  Letter ^rom  Sir  John 
Moore  to  Mr.  Frere.  Dated,  Salamanca, 
'J^thNov,  1808. 

The  conversation  which  Mr.  Stuart  states 
you  to  have  had  with  the  [  ]  and 

the  remonstrances  with  which  you  have 
followed  it,  are  perhaps  as  much  as  can  be 
done  by  you  in  your  situation.  The  ef* 
feet  produced  upon  the  and  the 

measures  which  he  said  were  determined, 
are  very  good,  if  we  were  looking  to 
events  six  months  hence ;  but  the  situa- 
tion in  which  we  are,  calls  for  something 
more  efficient  and  energetic;  Madrid  is 
threatened,  the  Prench  have  destroyed  one 
army,  have  passed  the  £bro,  and  are  ad[- 
vanqing  in  superior  numbers  against  ano* 
ther,  which  from  its  composition  and 
strength  promises  no  resistance,  but  must 
either  retire  or  be  overwhelmed  ;  no  other 
armed  force  exists  in  this  country ;  I  per- 
ceive no  ^enthusiasm  or  any  determined 
spirit  amongst  the  people.  The  French 
cavalry,  even  in  parties  so  weak  as  eleven 
or  twelve  men,  enter  the  villages  in  Leon 
and  the  neighbouring  provinces,  and  raise 
contributions  without  opposition.— This  is 
a  state  of  things  quite  different  from  that 
conceived  by  the  British  government, 
when  they  determined  to  send  troops  to 
the  assistance  of  Spain.  It  was  not  ex- 
pected that  these  were  to  cope  alone,  with 
the  whole  force  of  France,  but  as  auxilia- 
ries to  aid  a  people  who  were  believed  to 
be  eptbuFJastic,  deteripincd  and  prepared 


for  resistance.    It  becomei   therefore  a 
question,  whether  the  British  army  should 
remain  to  be  attacked  in  its  turn,  or  retire 
from  a  country,  where  the  contest,  froo^ 
whatever  circumstances,  is  become  un* 
equal. — I  wish  to  throw  no  responsibility, 
on   myself,  whicb    properly  belongs   to 
me ;  the  question  is  not  purely  a  military 
one,  but  belongs  as  much  to  you  -as  to  me 
to  decide  upon  it.    Your  communicationt 
with  the  Spanish  government|  and  the  op- 
portunities you  have  had  of  judging  the 
general  state  of  the  country,  enable  you 
to  form  as  just  an  estimate  of  the  resist- 
ance which  is  likely  to  be  offered ;  yon 
are  perhaps  better   acquainted  with  the 
views  of  the   British    cabinet ;   and  the 
question  is,  what  would  that  cabinet  di« 
rect,  were  they  upon  the  spot  to  deter- 
mine ?  It  is  of  much  importatite  that  this 
should  be  thoroughly  considered.      It  ia^ 
comparatively  of  very  little  consequence, 
in  whom  shall  rest  the  greatest  responsi- 
bility  ;  I  am  willing  to  take  the  whole  or 
a  part ;  but  I  am  very  anxious  to  bav^ 
your  opinion.     The  movements  of  the 
French  give  us  but  little  time  for  diicus-^ 
sion.     As  soon  as  the  British  army  has 
formed  its  junction,  I  must,  upon  the  sup- 
position that  Castanos  either  is  beaten  or 
retires,  march  upon  Madrid,  and  throw 
myself  into  the  heart  of  Spain,  and  thus 
run  all  risks,  and  share  the  fortunes  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  or  I  must  fall  back  opoa 
Portugal:  in  the  laUer  case,  I  fall  baok 
upon   my  resources  in  Lisbon,  cover  a 
country  where  tbere  is-  a  British  interest, 
act  as  a  diversion  in  favour  of  Spain,  if 
the  French  detach  a  force  against  me»  and 
am  read  V  to  return  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Spaniards,    should    circumstances    a^^aiii 
render    it    eligible.— Bv   marching    into 
Spain,  I  detach  myself  trom  my  resources, 
and  should  probably  be  able  to  Uke  with 
me  a  small  pertion  of  the  military  stores  I 
have  brought  forward ;  in  which  case  I 
should  not  be  equal  for  a  time  to  much 
contest,  but  every  thing  would  be  sent 
from  Lisbon  to  Cadiz,  and  from  thence 
join  me.     The  movement  into  Spain  is 
one  of  greater  hazard,  as  my  retreat  to 
Cadiz  or  Gibraltar  must  be  very  uncer- 
tain ;  I  should  be  entirely  in  the  power  of 
the  Spaniards.    But  perhaps  this  is  worthy 
of  risk,  if  the  government  and  people  of 
Spain  are  thought  to  havp  still  sufficient 
energy  and  means  to  recover  from  tbeir 
defeau,  and,  by  collecting  in  the  south, 
be  able,  with  the  aid  of  the  Briu'sb  arroyr 
to  resist,  and  finally  to  repel  the  fonmdftt 
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ble  atlack  which  is  prepared  agaiodt  thecp. 
It  ia  impossible  not  to  wish  that  the 
Spaniards  may  be  at  last  successful  in  a 
s^^gl®  ^hich  does  them  so  much  honoqr. 
They  are  a  fine  people.  But  I  mMcb  fear 
the  opportunity  is  now  passed,  and  no  ef- 
fort they  are  likely  to  make  will  be  a^uffi- 
cieQtj  or  in  time  to  stand  the  armies  they 
must  engage.  Vpon  this  subject  how- 
ever I  cannot  be  yery  decided,  and  sb^l 
be  most  happy  to  find  myself  mistaken. 

No.  IL — J&tract  qfa  hwrnYLfrom  the  right 
Hon.  J.  H,  Frerfj  to  Sir  John  Moore, 
Dated  Arwnjuez,  30ih  Nov.  1  SOa. 

With  respect  to  a  retreat  upon  Portugal, 
I  irish  to  conl^ne  myself  to  a  simple  poli* 
lical  opinion*  whicb>  supposing  other  con- 
kiderations  not  to  be  decidedly  adverse* 
flight,  I  think,  determine  for  a  retreat 
"upop  Gallicia  or  the  strong  country  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Astorga  in  preference 
lo  Portugal,  supposing  of  course  a  retreat 
to  be  already  determined  upon  as  abso*- 
lotfly  necessary.  If>  however*  you  do 
me  the  honour  to  consult  me  respecting 
the  general  state  of  the  country,  and  the 
means  of  resistance  to  be  expected  from 
it,  I  should  sayy  that  the  provinces  which 
you  have  hitherto  seen,  are,  of  all  Spain> 
tbe  least  distinguished  for  a  military  spi- 
rit.— In  the  course  of  the  late  events  they 
have  been  wholly  passive*  and  have  seen 
their  country  occupied  successively  by 
Ihe  stronger  party  ;  and  ipdeed  it  i^  diffi- 
cult to  blame  them ;  living  in  open  tovms 
in  vast  plains*  without  either  arms  or 
horses,  they  have  neither  the  means  of  de- 
fence or  escape.  But  even  here  we  see 
that  the  towns  have  been  abandoned  at  the 
approach  of  the  French ;  that  no  magis- 
trate has  ever  been  biouffht  over  to  take 
911  oath  of  allegiance,  nor  have  the  French 
l^en  able  to  enlist  a  single  soldier.  The 
whole  of  this  country  however  has  in  all 
ages  belonged  to  the  party  which  was  su- 
perior in  cavalry.  In  the  extremities  of 
the  kinffdom*  weaker  powers  have  been 
•nabkd  to  preserve  their  independence 
for  agef. — From  every  thing  that  I  can 
learn  of  the  disposition  of  the  other  pro- 
Tiaces *  they  seem  to  be  possessed  by  the 
mo^t  ardent  and  determined  spirit,  which* 
€veo  ia  the  event  of  the  defeat  of  the  le- 
Yiea  which  they  are  raising  for  the  general 
defence  of  the  kingdom*  would  lead  them 
individually  to  continue  a  desperate  resist- 
ance under  the  direction  of  their  separate 
Juptas,  with  such  assistance  as  England* 
««Bdd  afitfd  them. — ^But  i)t  must*  I  appre- 
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hend*  be  the  wish  and  intention  of  govern- 
ment on  every  account  to  prevent  things 
from  being  brought  to  this  extremity. 
There  seem  to  be  two  modes  of  acting 
with  this  view,  one  which  you  state  justly 
to  be  of  greater  hazard*  iuasmuch  as  we 
place  ourselves  eliectively  in  the  power  of 
the  Spaniards.  But>  as  you  observe  at  the 
sam^  time  with  ^rea^  truth,  this  may  be 
worthy  of  risk,  it  the  people  of  Spain  and 
their  government  have  lAifficient  energy 
to  recover  from  their  late  defeats.  €lf  the 
people  )  have  no  doubt ;  the  government 
are  new*  but  they  are  resolute*  and  I  be- 
lieve every  man  of  them  determined  tQ 
perish  with  the  country ;  they  will  not*  aft 
least,  set  the  example  of  weakness  ^nd  ti- 
midity* which  the  ruling  powers  «od 
higher  orders  in  other  states  in  £iirope 
have  exhibited. — ^The  military  system  is 
certainly  defective ;  but  I  am  persuaded 
that  your  representation,  in  this  as  weU  at 
all  other  points,  would  be  listened  to,  with 
the  greatest  deference. — ^If  you  should  de- 
termine to  march  into  Spain*  exclusive  of 
the  importance  of  covering  the  capital 
there  are*  I  think*  these  advantages  which 
would  resuh  from  hast^tng  the  measure. 
We  have  now  in  Castile  an  amiy  of 
20,000  men,  upon  which  Gastanos  is  fann- 
ing beck ;  the  reinforcements  «re  dailjr 
pacing  through  the  provinces ;  and  tbt 
addition  of  the  British  would  give  a  forct 
very  much,  I  sbouM  think*  superior  to  any 
thing  which  the  French  would  be  able  Uk 
asse?ible  by  that  time*  especially  having 
a  strong  country  in  arms  against  them  eift 
their  left*  the  whole  way  from  the  Py- 
ren^e^u  There  is  besides  at  preaent  « 
great  delay  in  the  arrival  of  the  reinforce* 
ments  which  were  promised  them*  and 
which*  if  they  bad  been  sent*'  would  by 
this  time  have  composed  an  enormous 
force.  There  are  reports*  that  the  resist- 
eAce  to  the  conscription  has  been  much 
more  obstinate  than  usual,  and  the  pas- 
toral letter  of  the  bishop  of  Carasson^ 
seems,  to  imply  as  much. — ^Every  great 
e0ort  on  the  part  of  France  has  been  pre- 
ceded  by  an  interval  of  weakness  or  in- 
ternal disturbance ;  an  advantage  there- 
fore which  should  be  obtained  at  thb  mo- 
ment would  be  of  double  importance*  in- 
asmuch as  it  would  render  a  conscription 
for  a  third  attempt  upon  Spain  infinitely 
difficult.  If  •n  the  other  hand*  the  French 
with  their  present  forces  ^re  allowed  to 
maintain  their  present  advantages,  and  to 
wait  the  completion  of  their  conscription* 
they  would  pour  into  Spain  with  a  num^ 
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ber  of  troops^  which  would  give  them  the 
immediate  possession  of  the  capital  and 
the  central  provinces;  the  war  would 
then  be  reduced  to  an  absolute  competi- 
tion between  the  two  countries  in  stand- 
ing out  against  the  waste  of  population, 
enormous  as  it  would  be  on  both  sides.  I 
cannot  but  think,  therefore,  that  conside- 
rations both  of  policy  and  generosity  call 
Upon  us  for  an  immediate  effort. — If,  how- 
ever, this  view  of  the  subject  should  not 
appear  sufficiently  clear  or  conclusive,  to 
induce  you  to  take  a  step  which  would,  1 
am  convinced  (since  you  do  me  the  ho- 
nour to  refer  to  me  on  that  subject),  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  his  majesty's  go- 
Ternment,  1  would  venture  to  recommend 
retaining  the  position  of  Astorga.  The 
'retreat  from  that  place  to  Corunna  would, 
as  far  as  an  unmilitary  man  may  be  allow- 
ed to  judge,  be  a  matter  of  less  difficulty 
than  through  Portugal  to  Lisbon ;  and  we 
might  in  that  position  wait  for  the  rein- 
forcements of  cavalry  from  England/ 
which  would  enable  the  army  to  act  in  the 
flat  country,  which  opens  immediately 
from  that  point,  and  extends  through  the 
whole  of  Leon  and  Old  Castile. — I  have 
already  troubled  you  with  my  political 
reason  on  this  head.  I  mention  this  how- 
ever, in  my  humble  opinion,  only  as  the 
least  objectionable  of  two  nwdes  of  re- 
treat. The  object,  I  should  conceive, 
would  be  to  unite  a  force  capable  of  re- 
pulsing the  French,  before  they  receive 
reinforcement**.  The  covering  and  pro- 
tecting Madrid  is  surely  a  matter  of  great 
moment  for  effect  in  Spain,  and  much 
more  in  France  and  in  the  rest  of  Europe ; 
it  would  be  a  point  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance for  Buonaparte  to  be  able  to  pablish 
a  decree  or  to  date  a  letter  from  Madrid. 
The  people  of  the  town  are  full  of  resolu- 
,  tion,  and  determined  to  defend  it  in  spite 
of  its  situation,  which  is  judged  to  be  an 
unfavourable  one.  This  determination 
ought  to  be  encouraged  by  a  show  of  sup- 
port. The  siege  of  Madrid  by  a  pre- 
tender  to  the  throne,  would  be  a  circum- 
stance decisive  against  his  claim,  even  if 
in  other  respects  it  had  been  a  just  one. 

No.  ni. — Copy  of  a  Letter  from  iJie  right 
hon,  J,  H,  Frcre,  to  liait.  general  Sir  J. 
Moore,  k.  b.  Dated  Talavera  de  la 
Reyna,  3rd  Deccfuber  180^ 

Sir ;  Though  I  have  little  to  add  to  the 
general  representation  respecting  the 
means  of  resistance  at  present  existing  in 
Spain>  which  I  had  the  honour  of  stating 


in  my  letter  of  the  '30th  of  last  month,  yet 
the  report  which  is  just  brought  me  by 

of  the  state  in  which  he  left  Ma- 
drid, is  so  strong  a  confirmation,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  so  much  exceeds  every 
thing  which  I  had  ventured  to  say  of  the 
spirit  and  resolution  of  the  people,  that  T 
cannot  forbear  representing  to  you  in  the 
strongest  marmer  the  propriety,  not  to  say 
the  necessity,  of  supporting  the  determina- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  country  by  all  the 
means  which  have  been  entrusted  to  you 
for  that  purpose.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
taking  upon  myself  anj'  responsibility 
which  may  attach  itself  to  this  advice,  and 
I  consider  the  fate  of  Spain  as  depending 
absolutely  for  the  present  upon  the  deci- 
sion which  you  may  adopt.  1  say  for  the 
present;  for  such  is  the  spirit  and  determi- 
nation of  the  people,  that  if  abandoned  by 
the  British,  I  should  by  no  means  despair 
of  theV  vltvnate  success^ — You  will  see  by 
the  date  of  this,  that  the  Junta  are  removed 
from  a  situation  in  which  they  were  ex- 
posed immediately  to  be  made  prisoners. 
— ^They  have  determined  to  remove  to  Ba- 
dajoz,  where  1  shall  hope  to  be  honoured 
by  your  answer.  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
(Signed)        J.  H.  Fkerb. 

No.  IV.r— Copy  qf  a  Letter  from  the  right 
hon,  J.  Hookham  Frere,  to  lieut,  general 
'    Sir  John  Moore,  k.  b.      Dated  Talavera 
de  la  Reyna,  tird  December,  1 808. 

Sir  ;  In  the  event,  which  I  did  not  wish 
to  presuppose,  of  your  continuing  in  the 
defermination  already  announced  to  me, 
of  retiring  with  the  army  under  your  com- 
mand, I  have  to  request  that  the  bearer  of 
this,  whose  intelligence  has  been  already 
referred  to,  may  be  prcviopsly  examined 
hfcfore  a  Council  of  War.  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be.  Sir,  &c.   (Signed)  J.  H.  Frere, 

No.  V. — Extract  of  a  Letter /rom  lieui. 
general  Sir  John  Moore,  k.  b.  to  the 
right  hem:  J,  H.  Frere;  dated  Salamanca, 
December  6th,  1808.     ' 

I  had  the  honour  to  -receive  on  the  2nd 
instant  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.  [No.  II. 
of  these  Papers.]  in  answer  to  that  which 
I  addressed  to  you  on  the  27  th  November. 
Had  this  army  been  united  and  ready  to 
act  at  the  time  of  general  Castanos's  de- 
feat, much  as  I  think  it  would  have  been 
risking  it,  yet  it  was  my  intention  to  have 
marched  on  Madrid,  and  to  have  shared 
the  fortunes  of  the  Spanish  nation.  If  I 
-could  not  have  sustained  myself  there,  I 
thought  that  by  placing  myself  behind  tb* 
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Tagus  I  might  give  the  broken  armies  and 
people  of  Spain,  if  they  had  patriotism 
left,  an  opportunity  to  assemble  round  me, 
and  to  march  forward  to  the  relief  of  the 
capital.  That  this  was  ray  intention,  is 
known  to  the  officers  with  me,  who  are  in 
ray  confidence;  it  is  known  also  to  lord 
Castlereagh,  to  whgm  1  had  imparted  it  in 
one  of  my  late  letters.  I  wished  to  have 
my  opinion  confirmed  by  yours,  which  was 
my  reason  for  addressing  you  on  the  27th; 
but  had  you  seen  the  a^irs  of  Spain  in  a 
difierent  light,  and  had  you  been  adverse ^ 
to  the  army  being  committed  in  the  heart 
of  Spain,  your  opinion  upon  such  a  subject 
would,  I  may  say  certainly,  have  decided 
me  to  have  altered  my  intention. — With 
respect  to  the  determination  which  I  made 
on  the  evening  of  the  28th,  upon  receiving 
imn  Mr.  Stuart  the  account  of  Castanos's 
deteat,  I  should,  bad  you  been  with  me, 
have  communicated  it  to  you,  but  should 
never  have  thought  of  asking  your  advice 
or  opinion,  as  that  determination  was 
founded  on  circumstances  with  which  you 
could  not  be  acquainted,  and  was  besideis  a 
question  merely  military,  of  which  I  should 
have  thought  myself  the  best  judge. — At 
that  time  the  army  was  divided  in  three 
difierent  corps,  and  could  not  possibly 
have  been  united  before  the  1 3th  or  1 4th 
of  this  month,  before  which  period  there 
was  every  reason  to  beUeve  Chat  it  would 
be  attacked  by  all  the  force  of  the  enemy; 
and  after  Castano^'s  deteat,  I  knew  of  no 
Spanish  army  hom  which  it  could  receive 
the  smallest  assistance.  The  army  1  com- 
manded was  weak  from  separation,  and, 
when  collected,  amounts  only  to  26,000 
men  fit  for  duty,  i  had  been  left  without 
any  communication  with  any  of  the  Spa- 
nish armies;  1  expected  no  assistance  from 
any;  and  it  behoved  me  to  consider  the 
safety  of  the  British  troops.  1  therefore 
directed  sir  David  Baird,  whose  corps 
would  not  have  been  collected  at  Astorga 
until  the  4th  of  this  month,  to  fall  back  on 
Corunna.  I  directed  general  Hope,  by 
forced  marches,  to  join  me  here,  where  I 
intended,  if  1  was  permitted,  to  wait  his  ar- 
rival ;  and  I  took  measures  for  retiring 
with  hini  into  Portugal,  with  a  view  Either 
to  defend  that  frontier,  and  ultimately  to 
retire  on  Lisbon,  or  to  return  to  Spain, 
should  any  change  of  affairs  there  render 
it  eligible. — ^The  resistance  made  by  the 
people  of  Madrid  has  occupied  the  French, 
and  has  prevented  any  corps  from  being 
detached  against  me.  This  example  of 
enthusiastic  patriotism  in  the  capital,  if  it 


holds,  may  be  followed  by  the  most  happy 
effects,  if  the  flame  commimicates,  qnd  the 
example  is  followed  by  the  provinces.— 
There  has  been  no  example  of  any  such 
resistance  in  any  other  part  of  Spain,  and,, 
though  I  hope  this  will  produce  it,  I  have 
neither  seen  nor  heard  of  such  enthusiasm 
or  patriotism  elsewhere,  though  I  trust  i^ 
will  prove  otherwise.  I  cannot  but  con-*' 
sider  it  as  doubtful,  whether  the  people  of 
Madrid  will  continue  firm  when  they  come 
to  be  pressed.  If  they  yield,  the  whole  it 
gone. — I  received  yesterday  a  letter  from 
the  Junta  at  Madrid.  I  have  ordered  sir 
David  Baird  to  march  back  to  A&torga, 
and  I  have  stopped  my  preparations  for 
retreat  on  Portugal.  I  have  put  myself  ia 
communication  with  the  marquis  of  Ro- 
mana  at  Leon,  and,  without  being  able  ex- 
actly to  say  in  what  manner,  every  thing 
shall  be  done  for  the  assistance  of  Madrid 
and  of  the  Spanish  cause,  that  can  be  ex- 
pected from  an  army  such  as  I  command. 
1  cannot  make  a  direct  movement  on  Ma- 
drid, because  the  passages  of  the  Guadar- 
rama  and  Somosierra  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  French  :  besides,  until  joined  by  sir 
David  Baird,  lam  much  too  weak. — I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  thus  calmly  to  explain 
to  you  the  reasons  which  have  and  do  ac- 
tuate my  conduct,  and  I  wish  anxiously, 
as  the  kmg's  minister,  to  continue  upon  the 
most  confidential  footing  with  you ;  and  I 
hope,  as  we  have  but  one  interest,  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  though  we  may  occasionally 
see  it  in  difierent  aspects,  that  this  will  not 
disturb  the  harmony  that  should  subsist  be- 
tween us.  Fully  imprest  as  1  am  with  these 
sentiments,  I  shall  abstaiii  from  any  re- 
mark upon  the  two  letters  from  you,  deli- 
vered to  me  (No.  III.  and  IV.  of  these  Pa-t 
pers.]  last  night  and  this  morning  by  [ 

]  or  on  the  message  whicn  accom- 
panied them. 

No.  VL^-^Copy  qf  a  Letter^oot  the  risilu 
hon.  J,  H.  Frere,  to  Ikut.  general  Sir 
John  Moore t  k.  b.  Dated  TruxiUo,  9th 
Decanber  1»08. 

Sir;  After  the  representations  which 
have  been  made  to  you  from  other  quar- 
ters, I  can  hardly  hope  that  a  further  re- 
monstrance on  my  part  can  produce  any 
efiect,  where  high  mililary  rank  and  autho- 
rity, and  the  influence  of  persons  whom,  I 
am  told,  you  honour  with  your  private 
esteem,  have  been  found  unavailing.  The"^ 
advantages  which  Mr.  Stuart  possesses  in 
this  respect  will,  I  hope,  enable  him  to 
urge  to  you  with  the  warmth  of  penooal 
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to  F^ceiye  one  hourly.    I  do  not  know  the 


r^gjard,  what  I  soay  be  o^wed  to  stable  al 
lea^t  with  iqipLariiality  and  csmdour  to- 
wards a  person  with  whom  I  anx  no  other- 
wise acquainted  t^an  hy  tl^e  Maour  which 
he  has^  done  n^e  by  his,  corre^ndence. 
I  mean  the  innne^ise  responsibiUty  which 
you  tak;e  upop  yOuvselC  by  adopting,  upon 

Isi^po^d  military  necessity,  a  measure 
hich  m^Ht  be  followed  by  the  immediate 
if  not  the  final  tyi^  of  our  ally*  and  by  the 
indeUble  disgracf  to  the  country  with 
^hoae  resQi|irce^  you  are  entrusted.  I  am 
iiawilling  to  enlaifge  upon  a  subject,  in 
which  my  feeling  must  either  be  stifled  or 
es^pressedj,  at  the  ^i^  of  oience,  which, 
with  8vch  an^  ii^tere^t  at  3take  I  shonld  feel 
i^iwitling  to  excite  i  but  thus  much  I  must 
sajt  ^h?t  if  the  British  army  had  been  sent 
abroad  for  the  express  object  of  doing  the 
utmost  pos^bJe  mischief  to  the  cause  of 
Spain  (with  the  single  exception  of  not 
firing  a  shot  against  the  Spanish  troopa) 
they  wo»tct  according  to  the  measures 
now,  annoui^ced  as  about  to  be  taken,  have 
most  completely  fulfilled  their  purpose. 
7b9tt  the  (teCence  of  Galicia  should  be 
i^ha^oned,  m^t  appear  incredible.  I  am> 
^c,  (Signed)  J,  H.  Febre. 

Ko.  VII. — Extract  qfa  Letter  from  lieut. 

r.  Sir  J,  Moore,  k.  b.  to  tfie  right  Hon. 
H.  Frcre;   Dated  Salamanca,   Wih 
December  1 808. 

Colonel  Gfaham,  whom  \  had  requested 
to  go  to  Madrid,  retinrned  last  night.  He 
got  90  further  than  Takyera,  where  hm 
met  two  •  members  of  the  Supreme  Junta, 
from  whom  he  learnt  the  capitulation  of 
Madrid,  with  the  circumstances  relatiag 
to  it.-— rl  own  }  cannot  conceive  how  the 
duke  of  Castel  Franco  and  M.  de  Moria 
could  have  given  up  the  towv^  if  the  in- 
habitants had  been  verv  resolute  in  their 
determination  to  defend  it.— rit  is,  I  sosr 
pect,  like  the  cry  of  the  armies,  who,  to 
cover  their  misconduct^  accuse  their  chiefs 
of  treachery,  and,  in  the  instance  of  gene- 
ral St.  Juan,  put  them  to  death. — ^Although 
I  have  little  hope  of  the  success  of  the 
$l|)Mish  cause,  for  1  see  no  marks  any 
where  of  enthusiasm  or  a  determined  spi- 
rit, either  amongst  the  people  or  the  go- 
vernment, y^t,  aa  it  is  possible  that  it  may 
h»  roused,  and  as  it  is  aaid  that  forces  are 
assembling  in  the  South,  I  shall  unite  the 
British  army,  and,  in  concert  with  the 
Marquis  de  la  fiomana,  undertake  such 
operations  as  shall  appear  to  us  best.  I 
have  not  yet  received  an  answer  from  the 
Mv^uui  to  my  late  lfitter«>  hut  I  exp^t 


number  of  people  he  has  collected,  but  I 
heair  they  are  not  of  a  description  fixun 
which  much  can  be  expected. — I  have 
now  with  me  general  Hope's  division,  the 
artillery  and  the  whole  cavalry ;  which  ~ 
last,  however,  as  yet  amounts  only  to 
2,2()a  men. — Madnd,  in  the  state  it  is, 
must  occupy  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
enemy's  force*  Saragossa  still  holds  out« 
and  the  leyies  in  the  South  will  attract  hit 
attention.  The  whole  cannot  be  turned 
a^imt  us,  and  in  a  very  few  days  I  hope 
to  have  the  army  in  readiness  to  act.  I 
shaW  begin  to-morrow  to  put  a  part  of  it  in 
motion,  and  my  wish  b  to  unite  it  at  VaU 
ladolid. — If,  at  this  moment,  this  town^ 
Ciudad  RoclrigQ.  and  Zamora,  were  anon 
ed,  they  could  defend  themselves ;  it  would 
be  of  considerable  service;  as  otherwise, 
when  I  go  towards  Valladoli^,  my  c6m- 
munication  with  Almeida  and  Portugal, 
from  whence  I  draw  my  resources  in  am- 
munition, |pc.  m^y  be  intercepted — ^A 
man  of  energy,  as  captain  general  of  this 
province,  residing  under  the  protection  of 
this  aroiy,  and  explaining  in  proclamations 
or  otherwise  to  the  people  the  services 
expected  from  them,  and  which  they 
might  perform*  would  be  of  infinite  use. 
The  people  are  left  too  much  without  di- 
rection^ and  we  cannot  get,  even  for  money, 
common  intelligence.  It  is  only  by  colo- 
nel Qraham,  last  nicht,  I  knew  the  capitu- 
lation of  Madrid,  which  happened  the  3rd. 
— t}  take  the  liberty  to  state  th^e  particu- 
lars to  you,  as  perhaps,  hy  means  of  the 
Junta,  rem^es  might  be  applied. — ^I  shall 
thank  you  not  to  mention  any  direction  in 
which  I  mean  t6  move,  but  to  say  in  geoe^ 
ral  that  the  British  army  will  act  in  con- 
junction with  the  army  of  La  Bomana. 

No.  VIII. — Extract  qf  a  L^tt^k  from  thi 
right  htm.  John  Hookham  Frert,  to  iieur 
tehqnt  general  Sir  John  Moore;  dated 
Merida,  1^^  December  1808. 

I  was  last  night  honoured  by  your  letter 
of  the  IQtb  [No.  V.  of  the$e  papers,]  and 
was  sincerely  gratified  at  beaming,  that 
with  hopes  'inanitely  less  sanguine  than  I 
confess  myself  to  entertain  of  the  success  of 
the  Spanish  canae,  you  bad  determined  to 
make  an  efibrt  in  its  favour.  A  resolntion 
taken  with  such  views  must  have  been  in 
a  great  measure  foundetl  tipon  feelingt 
similar  to  those  which  you  will  ha^e  ^een 
very  strongly  expressed  in  a  letter  of 
which  Mr.  Stuart  was  the  bearer^  and  of 
whiehl  i^^ilhnev  m  say  aothiag  moiiv 
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than  that  I  feel  highly  gratified  in  the  tde^ 
of  ytjioT  hkfing  pai^keh  them  with  me; 
and  that  MthcMt  cooOttiftfnication  between 
tu,  Ui6  ^aMe  ^ntiments  vrhich  at  that  very 
moment  w^re  infiaenchig  your  conduct, 
wete  guiditi^my  pete. — ^YoorMtter  haip- 
pened  to  be  ielivered  to  iA^  Miile  I  WlM 
with  the  Jtinta^  ahd  I  <comtnttnicated  such 
pftrts  of  its  contents  as  ieefe  moA  important 
and  mtifyhf)^  to  them,  With  the  re^etVe 
wbi(£  y<!tu  pointed  dot. — ^Yon  know,  I 
protiiive,  that  genreifal  IkMiana  is  invested 
with  Hie  authority  ^  xraptain  general  ih 
Leon,  Castile,  l^lillicia  and  Astarias,  ahd  I 
can  congrtitulate  you  on  haying  to  do  with 
a  man  whom  yoti  will  find  peifectly  of  a 
Hght  mind,  and  determined  to  keep  every 
man  to  the  performance  of  his  doty.  The 
placing  the  towns  Which  you  mention  in 
t  state  of  defence  suitable  to  the  means 
of  attack  which  the  enemy  mi^t  at  pre- 
•ent  be  able  to  direct  against  them.  Would, 
I  shoold  imagine,  fall  within  the  limits  of 
bis  aotbority  ;  bat  I  shaH  state  the  sub* 
ject  to  the  Junta,  and  I  hkve  no  doubt  of 
their  approbation  of  any  meastfre  which 
you  suggest  The  one  of  grv'mg  a  tem- 
porary species  of  defence  to  the  open  towns 
has,  I  think,  great  advantages  in  a  country 
Kke  this,  which  is  not  overrun  with  luxury 
^  timidity,  and  where  a  kind  of  pro- 
fineial  pride  exists  not  only  in  every  pro- 
tince,  Dut  almost  in  every  town ;  the 
people  would  be  animated  not  only  against 
the  enemy  but  in  rivalry  with  each  other ; 
the  enem^  would  be  oWiged  to  overcome, 
at  the  pnce  of  his  blood,  obstacles  which 
\aA  been  opposed  to  him  by  mere  labour ; 
and  a  thousand  barriers  would  be  mter- 
posed  against  that  deluge  of  panic  Which 
sometimes  overwhelms  a  whole  nation  at 
pace,  and  of  which  at  one  time  I  was 
afraid  I  saw  the  beginning  in  this  country. 
—With  respect  to  what  you  mention  of 
directing  the  public  mind  by  proclama- 
tion, and  other  means  of  popular  impres- 
sion. Marquis  Romana  is,  with  very  few 
oMeptions  mdeed,  the  man  the  most  capa- 
Me  of  judging  rightly  that  I  have  ever 
leem  /  tend  enchtca  an  ordotmOnce.  [not 
transinitbed]  which  has  been  published  in 
Arragon,  and  which  has  not  yet  appeared 
in  the  papers ;  I  will  thank  you  to  for- 
ward it  to  Romana  by  your  next  opportu- 
ni^,  if  it  is  not  printed  in  the  meanwhile. 
— Yim  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  it  is  much 
approved  of  by  the  Junta,  and  that  they 
are  well  persuaded  that  it  is  only  in  this 
way  that  things  can  be  done. — The  ex- 
tinction of  the    popular  enthusiasm   in 


this  country,  and  the  tteiins  Wtiidi  <e!liM 
fbt  reviving  it,  Would  lead  to  h  very 
long  and  delicate  discussion;  f  Woatd 
only  say,  that  if  I  atai  tift  all  ti^tln  my 
judement  of  the  cause  of^'evil,  it  ist^lreai- 
dy  done  away  by  the  acts  of  the  Junta,  attrd 
I  trust  that  its  effects  Will  hot  long  ^tHv6. 
I  have  been  pressed  to  write  to  the  'Com- 
mander in  Chief  in  Potttigal,  to  Ireihforcfe 
the  army  under  your  conitiitttid  with  aH 
the  troops  that  he  can  spare,  «fid  have  al- 
ready transmitted  home  a  r^presentatioil 
to  that  cfflect. — ^No  official  report  has  ye* 
been  received  of  the  capitulation  of  Ma- 
drid, tior  is  it  as  yet  by  any  means  certain 
that  any  formal  stipulation  existed.  No^ 
thing  has  been  heard  from  Morla,  Castel- 
lar,  or  Castel  Franco,  nor  is  it  known 
where  they  are.  An  order  has  beeft 
drawn  up,  and  is  to  be  published,  prohi- 
biting all  persons  concerned  in  the  capitu- 
lation, or  holding  any  command  in  the 
town,  from  approaching  the  residence  of 
the  Junta. — ^The  army  of  Arragon  have 
repulsed  an  attack  on  the  ^.  Palafox^ 
official  report  i-epresents  the  unfortunate 
action  of  Tudela  as  an  exceedingly 
bloody  one,  and  that  the  French  con^ss 
to  a  loss  of  4,000  men.  All  the  reports 
from  Madrid  represent  the  force  of  thfe 
French  as  very  much  reduced.  I  have 
heard  no  estimate  above  26,000.  Indeed 
all  these  estimates  are  vague ;  but  officers 
who  were  witnesses  of  the  attack,  are  con- 
firmed in  the  opinion  of  the  weakness  of 
the  enemy,  by  what  they  observed  of  his 
appearance  and  mode  of  approach. — Th^ 
Junta  are  on  their  way  to  Seville.  I  fol- 
low them  from  hence  to-morrow.  Thi» 
province  is  raising  horses  and  men  with 
gfeat  zeal,  and  sending  them  forward  to 
defend  the  passes  of  the  Tagus,  particu- 
larly to  Almaraz. — The  -  Junta  have  been 
received  with  uniform  respect  by  the 
people,  and  .with  great  deference  by  the 
inferior  Junta. 


MOUSE  OP   COMMONS. 

Wedntidm;,  April  12. 
[Minutes.]  On  the  motion  of  lord  Os- 
sulston  it  was  Ordered :  I.  That  there  be 
laid  before  the  house,  a  Return  of  all  Offi- 
ces regulated  or  abolished  since  the  year 
1782,  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Accounts  in  1787, 
or  of  the  Comtnittee  of  Finance  in  l'797, 
together  with  an  account  of  such  as  ha>\s 
not  been  regulated  or  abolished  in  pur- 
suance of  such  recommendation,  distiu- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


15] 


PARL.' DEBATES,  April  12,  ISOQ.-^  Breach  (fPnvilege, 


guishing  with' respect  to  these,  whether 
they   have  not    yet  fallen    in,    or    have 
•ince  been  filled  up  :     2.  A  Return  of  ail 
fuch  Offices  in  the  appointment  of  the 
liords  of  the  Treasury,  or  in  that  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Excise,   as  have   been 
created  since   the   year    IIMQ,    together 
with  the  date  of  the  first  appointment,  and 
the  authority  under  which  it  was  made : 
3.  A  Return  of  all  such  Offices  upon  the 
Establishment  in  the   appointment  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  or  in  that  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Excise,  as  were  not  included 
in  the  Returns  to  the  Committee  on  the  pub- 
lic Expenditure,  as  being  in  value  under 
200/.  per  annum,  specifying  only  the  de- 
scription-of  the  Office  and  the  number  of 
Offices  of  each  description. — On  tlie  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Huskisson    it   was  ordered  : 
That  the  two    Bills  of  Exchange  for  50/. 
each,  drawn  by  H.   Farquhar,  and  which 
were  produced   in  Evidence  before    the 
Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
conduct  of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of 
York,  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Charles  Cock- 
ney, the  attorney  of  captain  Milbanke,  to 
whom   they  belong.— On  the  motion  of 
lord   Folkestone  it  was  ordered,   that  the 
several  Papers  relative  to  the  Bankruptcy 
of  Robert   Kennett,  which  were   likewise 
produced  in  Evidence  before  the  said  Com- 
mittee,  be  returned   to    Mr.    Duff. — Sir 
John  Newport,  pursuant  to  notice,-moved, 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  house  a  Copy 
of  the  Order  or  Warrant  appointing  Beau- 
champ  Hill,  esq.  Inspector-General  of  Ex- 
cise in  Ireland.     The  ground  upon  which 
he  brought  forward  the  motion  was,   that 
this  gentlemen  had  admitted,  in  his  exa- 
mination before  the  Commissioners  of  In- 
quiry, that  whilst  he  was  an  Inspector  of 
Excise,   he   used   to  receive  20  guineas 
monthly  from  each  distiller  in  his  district. 
Such  conduct  rendered  him  unfit  to  hold 
any  emplojrment,  and  yet  that  gentleman 
had  been  since  promoted  to  the  office  of 
Inspector-General  of  Excise  in  Ireland. — 
Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Croker  did  not  mean 
to  oppose  the  motion,   but  could  not  for- 
beai;  to  give  testimony  to  the  merit  and  ac- 
tivity of  Mr.  Hill  as   an  Excise  officer ; 
at  the  same  time,  however,  admitting  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  smallness   of  the 
former  salaries,  not  only  he,  but  almost  all 
the  other  officers  of  the  Excise  in  Ireland, 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  fees  con- 
trary to  law,  that  practice  was  now  at  an 
end,  and  it  was  only  in  consequence  of  his 
exemplary  activity   that  Mr.    Hill   had 
been  promoted.— After  a  few  words  from 


fl^ 


sir  John  Newport,  the  motion  was  agreed 
to. — Sir  John  Newport  then  stated,  that  he 
had  to  move  for  one  or  two  papers  relative 
to  the  Linen  Board  in  Ireland,  in  order  to 
complete  the  series  of  papers  already  be- 
fore the  house.  When  these  papers  should 
be  produced,  it  was  his  intention  to  bring 
the  whole  subject  before  the  house,  and 
to  exhibit  this  Board  and  its  constitution  in 
their  proper  colours.  The  hon.  baronet  con- 
cluded with  moving,  "  That  there  be  laid 
before  the  house,  copies  of  all  Returns 
made  by  the  Architect  to  the  Trustees  of 
the  Linen  Board,  from  the  date  of  the  Re- 
port thereon,  together  with  an  account  of 
the  money  due  to  the  artificers,  and  of 
other  claims  outstanding ;  also  a  copy  of 
the  Statement  made  in  February  or  March 
last,  relative  to  repairs,  and  an  account  of 
all  outstanding  demands  upon  the  funds  of 
the  Linen  Board."  Mr.  Foster  did  not 
mean  to  oppose  the  motion^  but  rose  to  vin- 
dicate the  character  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Linen  Board,  which  was  composed  of  se- 
venty-two of  the  most  respectable  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  in  the  kingdom,  if  the 
terms  used  by  the  hon.  baronet,  that  he 
would  exhibit  them  in  their  proper^  co- 
lours, were  meant  to  convey  an  insinuation 
of  disrespect  to  thit  Board.  Mr.  Ponson- 
by  observed,  that  he  had  the  honour  to  be 
one  of  the  Trustees  of  that  Board,  and  had 
not  taken  any  ofience  at  the  expressions 
used  by  his  right  hon.  friend.  The  object 
of  his  right  hon.  friend,  who  had  commu- 
nicated some  of  his  views  to  hitn,  was  to 
expose  the  defects  of  the  board  as  it  wa« 
at  present  constituted,  and  when  the  mat- 
ter should  be  before  the  house,  it  would 
appear  that  the  views  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  were  directed  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country.  The  motions  were  then  agreed 
to. 

[Breach  of  Privilege.]  A  division 
having  taken  place  on  a  private  Bill,  the 
gallery  was  cleared,  during  which  time  as 
we  understand. 

Sir  C.  Hamilton  complained  of  a  Breach 
of  Privilege  in  the  arrest  of  a  member 
coming  to  the  bouse.  All  we  could  col- 
lect on  the  subject  was — from  what  fell 
from  the  Speaker  as  we  entered  the  galle- 
ry, who  then  observed,  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber was  right  in  bringing  it  forward,  that 
the  Sheritls  were  responsible  for  the  acU 
of  their  officers,  and  that  when  the  matter 
was  regularly  brought  before  the  house, 
the  ofiender  would,  no  doubt,  be  made  a 
proper  example  of. 

[PiVr^KKS      RELATING     TO     Mr.      OcLE.] 
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Lord  FolkettoM  rose,  in  pusuance  of  the 
notice  he  gave  yesterday,  to  move  for 
copies  of  certain  Proceedings  instituted  in 
the  court  of  King's  Bench  by  the  Attor- 
ney-General against  John  Ogle,  esq.  in  1  StK) 
or  1801.  He  stated,  that  from  the  infor- 
mation he  had  received,  he  had  under^ 
stood  that  col.  Ogle,  in  the  year  1800  or 
1^01,  had  received  a  letter  for  raising  a 
levy  of  men  in  Ireland  ;  that  he  proceeded 
to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  in  the  course 
of  which  it  appeared,  that  in  many  accounts 
presented  at  the  War  Office,  col.  Ogle 
nad  been  found  guilty  of  mal-practices, 
which  rendered  him  liable  to  the  charge 
of  forgery  and  perjury.  That  in  one  of 
those  years  the  Attorney -General  had  filed 
an  information  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
against  col.  Ogle,  to  which  he  had  entered 
a  plea  of  not  guilty,  which  plea  was  how- 
ever withdrawn  afterwards;  and  judgment 
by  default  went  against  him,  so  that  he 
stood  convicted  of  those  crimes  since  1801, 
and  had  never  been  brouglit  up  for  judg- 
ment, nor  had  any  further  proceedings 
been  heard  on  the  subject.  He  therefore 
moved,  for  a  Copy  of  the  Information 
filed  by  the  Attorney-General  in  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  against  John  Ogle, 
Osq.  in  1800  or  1801,  and  all  legal  proceed- 
ings had  thereon. 

Mr.  Yorke  said  that  the  affair  of  col. 
Ogle's  levy  took  place  while  he  was  at 
the  head  of  the  War  Office,  and  as  4ar  as 
he  had  a  recollection  of  the  circumstance 
at  present,  the  accounts  were  forwarded 
to  gen,  Gwynn,  who  was  the  inspecting 
general.  Why  the  law  proceeding  was 
stopt  he  did  not  know;  but  in  the  War 
Office  he  recollected  that  col.  Ogle  had 
been  called  on  to  enter  into  a  bond  of 
10,000/.  to  pay  such  sums  as  should  ap- 
pear against  him  ii|  the  final  passing  of 
h»  accounts.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
paper3  being  produced. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
object  to  the  motion,  although  he  thought 
it  unnecessary,  as  it  would  be  found  that 
Mr.  Ogle  had  entered  into  some  engage- 
m^ts  to  indemnify  the  public  for  the 
losses  that  had  been  sustained.  It  was  not 
imusoal  in  such  cases  to  call  for  the  pay- 
ment of  fines,  and  through  motives  of  leni- 
ency to  suspend  the  proceedings  against 
individuals  in  that  situation. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  as  was 
•Iso  a  motion,  "  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  house  Copies  of  all  Memorials' pre- 
sented or  applications  made,  by  John 
Ogle,  esq.  to  the  War  Office,  praying  for 


a  settlement  of  his  Accounts  since  the  be<- 
giniiing  of  the  year  1 801  ;  together  with 
Copies  of  such  Answers  as  have  been  re- 
turned thereto,  and  all  proceedings  of  the 
War  Office,  with  reference  to  col.  Ogle's 
Accounts." 

[Dublin  Pavinc]  Mr.  Robert  Shano 
rose,  pursuant' to  notice,  to  move  for  the 
production  of  certain  Papers  relative  to 
the  Conduct  of  the  Paving  and  Lighting 
Board  of  the  City  of  Dublin.  He  thought 
that  those  papers  contained  information 
that  would  materially  affect  the  judge- 
ment of  the  house  in  deciding  on  the 
merits  of  the  Bill  now  pending ;  and  as 
the  citizens  were  not  only  averse  to  en- 
larging the  powers  of  that  board  to  so  ex- 
travagant a  degree,  but  very  anxious  to 
repeal  several  of  the  powers  already 
granted  to  that  board  by  the  47th  of  the 
king,  as  appeared  from  their  proceedings 
at  several  of  their  corporate  and  parochial 
meetings,  he  begged  permission  to  state 
shortly  the  facts  that  had  induced  him  to 
call  for  these  papers.  And  in  doing  so, 
he  particularly  wished  that  the  house 
would  bear  in  mind,  that  the  citizens  of 
Dublin  are  now  paying,  under  the  47th  of 
the  king,  heavy  and  enormous  taxes  for  the 
support  of  this  new  establishment,  and 
that  common  justice  requires,  that,  if  they 
are  to  pay  a  great  deal  more  than  former- 
ly, the  services  they  were  to  receive  in 
return  ought  to  be  in  the  same  propor- 
tion. It  appeared,  how'fever,  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  this  board  were  more  active 
in  levying  the  taxes  than  in  rendering 
such  services ;  f<Jr  by  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sion, they  were  empowered  to  raise  the 
tax  on  each  house  to  any  sum  not  exceed- 
ing ^s.'tSd.  in  the  pound,  on  the  valuation 
of  minister's  money,  and  this  power  they 
carried  into  effect  upon  the  very  fii*st  meet- 
ing after  the .  act,  by  assessing  to  the 
full  amount  allowed  by  the  act;  and  yet, 
though  this  increase  was  more  than  double 
the  former  tax,  the  first  step  of  the  Qom* 
missioners  was  to  take  down  nearly 
half  the  number  of  lamps  in  a  city  not 
too  well  lighted  before.  One  of  the 
papers  he  should  move  for  would  con- 
tarn  a  return  of  the  number  of  those  lamps, 
and  when  gentlemen  read  that  paper,  they 
would,  no  doubt,  think  with  him  that  it 
was  rather  a  novel  mode  of  improving  the 
lighting  of  the  city,  to  put  out  half  the  ^ 
number  of  its  lamps.  Nor  could  he  tbihk 
it  the  most  re^onable  proceeding  to- 
wards the  citizens,  first  to  make  them  pay- 
double,  and  then  to  abridge  their  accom* 
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tnodation  onft-half.  And  indeed  of  the 
remaining  half,  the  lamps  were  so  badly ' 
fed  with  ail>  that  they  were  in  general 
completely  extinguished  by  one  or  two 
in  the  morning,  so  that  the  city  was  in 
total  darkness  from  that  hour  till  the  re- 
turn of  day-light.  It  was  wholly  unne- 
cessary for  him  to  comment  upon  the 
many  inconfeniences  and  dangers  which 
must  result  from  a  neglect  of  this  sort. 
The  next  paper  he  intended  to  move  for 
was  a  return  of  the  expences  incurred  in 
opening  a  sewer  in  Capel-street,  one  of 
the  most  populous  streets  in  the  city.  It 
seemed  the  Commissioners  v^tre  very 
anxious  to  carry  into  eftect  a  favourite 
project  of  their  own ;  this  project  was, 
to  make  a  sewer  with  ledges  to  support 
main  pipes,  and  large  enough  for  men 
to  work  in.  And  here  he  begged  that 
the  house  would  observe  that  this  pro- 
ject had  been  submitted  to  the  ablest 
and  most  eminent  engineers  in  either 
country,  who  had  one  and  all,  after  the 
maturest  consideration,  condemned  it  as 
intolerably  expensive,  most  absurd,  and 
absolutely  impracticable.  One  would 
have  expected  that  after  such  an  opinion 
from  the  best  judges,  the  Commissioners 
would  have  paused  before  they  would  have 
wantonly  squandered  away  the  public 
money  in  useless  experiments ;  but  so  far 
from  it,  they  immediately  proceeded  to  open 
an  immense  gulph  in  one  of  the  most  fre- 
quented streets,  widening  the  gulph  until 
the  very  foundations  of  the  houses  were 
in  danger,  and  the  houses  themselves  were 
tKut  out  from  all  access  by  the  quantity 
of  earth  thrown  up  on  each  side,  and  all 
business  actually  suspended  for  three 
months  in  one  of  the  most  trading  streets 
in  the  City  of  Dublin.  So  severely  was 
this  nuisance  felt,  that  the  corporation  pe- 
'tioned  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  his  grace, 
with  all  his  characteristic  politeness  and 
attention,  interfered  and  p'ut  a  stop  to  the 
work  till  the  propriety  of  continuing  it 
should  be  farther  considered.  The  open- 
ing of  this  sewer  to  the  Extent  of  about 
30  yards  cost  little  short  of  1,000/.  The 
length  of  the  pipes  in  Dublin  exceed  50 
miles,  so  that  this  circumstance '  in  itself 
confirms  the  report  of  the  engineers,  when 
they  stated  the  expence  to  be  intolerable, 
and  that  they  were  equally  justified  in  re- 
porting the  project  as  absurd,  was  evident 
from  this  consideration,  that  the  water 
passing  through  pipes  so  placed  must  be 
unavoidably  contaminated  by  the  filth  of 
•I  twer,  and  of  course  be  rendered  unfit 


for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.  And  it 
was  to  avoid  an  evil  of  this  sort  that  the 
London  engineers,  in  laying  pipes,  always 
lay  them  as  far  from  a  sewer  as  possible ; 
and  when  obliged  to  cross  a  sewer,  the 
pipes  were  always  made  of  metal.  The 
remaining  papers  he  had  to  move  for 
would,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  prove  to  the 
house  how  little  inclined  the  Commis- 
sioners have  shewn  themselves  to  consult 
the  wishes  of  the  citizens,  from  whom 
they  were  levying  such  enormous  taxes. 
The  circumstances  which  led  to  the  cor- 
respondence, of  which  those  papers  would 
be  a  copy,  were  simply  these  :  The  conpi- 
missioners  of  the  Ballast  Board,  a  most  re- 
spectable body,  had  just  completed  a  wall 
on  the  quay  of  Dublin,  much  to  the  orna- 
ment and  security  of  that  part  of  the  city, 
and  not  without  considerable  expence  to 
the  inhabitants ;  scarcely  had  it  been 
finished,  when  the  commissioners  of  pav- 
ing erected  a  paling  under  the  windows  of 
the  Ballast  Office,  in  the  handsomest  part 
of  the  city,  and  a^inst  the  new  wall, 
enclosing  a  sort  of  depot  for  sand  for  pav- 
ing, though,  at  the  other  side  of  the  street, 
there  was  a  vacant  piece  of  ground  equally 
near  the  work  carrying  on,  and  the  occu- 
pation of  which  could  have  been  produc- 
tive of  no  inconvenience  whatever.  The 
ballast  office  commissioners  wrote  to  them, 
requiring  the  removal  of  the  depot  upon 
two  grounds,  that  it  was  a  great  nuisance 
to  the  street  itself,  and  that  it  seriously 
endangered  the  new  wall  by  the  weight 
that  it  imposed  upon  it.  The  commis- 
sioners of  wide  streets,  conceiving  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  prevent  such  a  nuisance  in 
so  public  a  situation,  m&de  two  applica- 
tions to  the  same  effect.  The  very  extra- 
ordinary answers  (to  give  them  no  worse 
name)  which  communicated  to  these  two 
most  respectable  auth(»rities  the  unquali- 
fied refusal  of  the  paving  board,  will  be 
found  in  the  papers  he  now  intended 
moving  for.  The  grand  jury  also  wrote, 
and  indignant  at  a  similar  refusal,  pre- 
sented it  as  a  nuisance.  The  paving  board 
entered  a  traverse  against  the  presentment; 
and  thus  the  public  money  designed  for  the 
improvement  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  those  commissioners 
for  that  purpose,  may  be  thrown  away  i^* 
defending  their  wanton  and  outrageous  in- 
sults upon  the  citizens  who  supplied  that 
money.  The  papers  he  now  moved  for, 
he  was  convinced  would  satisfy  the  house, 
that  so  far  from  extending  the  powers  of 
this  board,  they  should  reeciad  many  ot 
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those  they  already  possess.  The  hon. 
member  then  concluded  with  moving, 
"  That  there  be  laid  before  the  house 
a  return  of  the  number  of  lamps  taken 
down  within  the  city  of  Dublin  since  the 
month  of  August,  1 807  ;  also  a  return  of 
the  expences  already  incurred  in  making 
a  sewer  in  Capel-street  in  the  said  city ; 
and,  thirdly,  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  commissioners  of  wide  streets, 
the  ballast  office  of  Dublin,  on  the  one 

Eart,  and  the  commissioners  of  paving  and 
ghting  on  the  other,  so  far  as  said  corres- 
pondence related  to  a  certain  nuisance  on 
Aston  quay,  Dublin." — The  motions  were 
then  severally  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
tion. 

HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Thursday y  April  13. 
[Minutes.]  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton 
rose  to  give  notice,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  disclosures  that  had  been  made 
in  the  Report  of  the  East  India  Com- 
mittee, he  should,  on  to-morrow  se'nnight, 
submit  to  the  house  a  motion  respecting 
the  same  ;  and,  as  the  disclosures  were  of 
80  voluminous  a  nature,  he  thought  it  ne- 
cessary distinctly  to  state,  that  on  that 
day  he  should  call  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  that  part  exclusively  relating  to 
the  Conduct  of  lord  Castlereagh. — Lord 
Ossulston  moved  for  an  Address  to  his 
majesty,  praying  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  house  a  Return  of  all  places,  gosts, 
and  oQBces  held  immediately  from  the 
crown,  whether  during  pleasure  or  good 
behaviour,  or  by  reversion,  or  any  other 
tenure,  and,  whether  in  the  home  depart- 
ment or  the  ^colonies,  together  with  the 
nature,  duty,  and  salaries  of  the  respective 
offices,  anci  the  duties  of  their  several  in- 
stitutions. Ordered. -^Mr.  Henry  Martin 
moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  house 
an  Account  of  the  Balance  in  the  hands  of 
the  Register  of  the  High  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty, the  Register  of  the  Court  of  Prize  Ap- 
peals, and  the  Register  of  the  High  Court 
of  Delegates,  as  far  as  the  said  balances 
were-  the  property  of  persons  suitors  in 
that  court,  distinguishing  the  balance  for 
each  year,  from  the  5th  of  Jan.  1793,  to 
the  5th  of  Jan.  1809.     Ordered. 

•  [Chelsea  Hospital — Colonel  Gor- 
don.] Sir  Francis  Burdett,  seeing  a  noble 
lord  in  his  place,  expressed  a  wish  to  know 
from  that  poble  lord,  if  what  he  had  heard 
with  respect  to  the  disposal  of  the  public 
property  to  an  individual  was  founded  in 
fact.  Ijie  circumstance  he  alluded  to  was 


this  :  he  had  understood  that  a  portion  of 
the  ground  belonging  to  Chelsea  Ho9(>ital, 
lying  along  the  bank  of  the  River  Thames, 
and  particularly  calculated  for  the  air  and 
exercise  of  the  pensioners,  had  been  lately 
consigned  over  to  the  use  and  possession  of 
col.  Gordon.  He  should  forbear  from  com- 
menting on  the  nature  of  such  a  consign- 
ment until  he  ieamed  from  the  noble  lord 
whether  it  was  true,  or  how  far  it  was  so  ; 
and,  according  to  the  answer  he  should 
receive,  he  would  be  guided  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  parliamentary  proceeding  he 
might  then  think  it  advisable  subsequent* 
ly  to  adopt. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  observing  that  he  was 
particularly  applied  to  by  the  hon.  baronet, 
begged  leave  to  assure  him,  that  that  was 
the  hrst  time  he  had  heard  any  thing  of 
the  circumstance  alluded  to,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  give 
the  hon.  baronet  any  information  whatever 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Iluskisson  admitted  that  what  the 
hon.  baronet  alluded  to  was  not  altogether 
unfounded  in  fact.  The  state  of  the  grounds 
belonging  to  Chelsea  hospital  had  beea 
submitted  to  the  Commissioners,  and  it  did 
appear  that  the  Infirmary  was  inconveni- 
ently situated.  It  was  considered  that  it 
would  prove  most  advantageous  to  the  in* 
terests  of  that  institution,  to  have  the 
ground  that  could  not  be  better  disposed 
of  let  out  for  building*  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  was,  he  believed,  that  colo- 
iiel  Gordon  had  become  a  holder  of  ihat 
part  of  the  ground. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  said,  that  he  was  glad 
he  had  brought  the  matter  before  the  house* 
as  it  was  evident  that  the  statement  which 
had  been  made  to  him  did  appear  to  be 
founded  in  fact.  It  was  clear  that  it  ought 
to  be  followed  up  by  every  possible  inves- 
tigation. He  thought  it  would  be  requi- 
site that  a  committee  of  the  house  should 
be  appointed  to  inspect  the  ground  in 
question,  or  at  least  some  means  should  be 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  value  of  the  ground  disposed  of,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  disposed 
of;  for  certain  it  was,  that  if  it  had  been 
disposed  of  in  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
been  informed  it  was,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  whatever  that  a  great  and  serious 
abuse  had  been  committed. 

Mr.  Rose  professed  his  entire  ignorance 
of  the  transaction  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Long  confirmed  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Huskiecou;  when  sir  F.  Burdett  again 
rising. 
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The  Speaker  here  suggested  that  there 
was  then  no  question  before  the  house,  and 
asked  the  hon.  baronet,  whether  it  was  his 
pleasure  forthwith  to  submit  a  motion  to 
the  house,  or  to  give  notice  of  such  a  mo- 
tion? 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  said,  that  he  would 
to-morrow  submit  to  the  house  a  motion  on 
the  subject. 

[Breach  qf  Privilege.]  Sir  C.  Hamil^ 
ion  complained  that  a  Sherift  's  Officer  had 
yesterday  seized  his  person,  in  his  own 
house,  and  treated  him  with  great  rudeness, 
which  he  deemed  to  be  a  breach  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  house.  He  moved  therefore, 
«  That  Daniel  Butler,  the  olScer  alluded  to, 
do  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  house  to-mor- 
row, to  answer  for  the  said  breach  of  privi- 
lege/'—Ordered. 

[Local  Militia  Bill.]  The  order  of 
the  day  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Local  Militia  bill  having 
been  read,  the  bill  was  recommitted  on  the 
motion  of  lord  Castlereagh,for  the  purpose 
of  introducing  several  amendments,  which 
he  felt  it  necessary  to  propose  in  various 
provisions  of  the  bill  — In  reply  to  a  sug- 
gestion made  by  sir  Thomas  Turton,  rela- 
tive to  a  particular  amendment,  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  stated,  that  it  was  his  intention  in 
this  stage  of  the  measiire  to  propose  the 
several  amendments  which  occurred  to  him 
as  necessary,  after  which  he  would  move 
to  have  the  bill  re-printed,  and  should  then 
be  happy  to  hear  and  attend  to  any  sug- 
gestion or  amendment,  which  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet, or  any  other  hon.  member,  might 
have  to  projpose. — Much  desultory  con- 
versation then  took  place  upon  each  clause 
and  amendment,  as  the  committee  pro- 
ceeded through  the  bill.  The  period  for 
completing  the  local  militja  was  extended 
to  January  next,  and  the  bounty  to  volun- 
teers raised  from  one  to  two  guineas.  The 
rank  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  local  militi/i  was 
fixed  next  after  the  rank  of  officers  of  the 
original  militia,  and  rank  for  rank  above 
that  of  officers  of  yeomanry  t^avalry,  whose 
rank  was  to  follow  that  of  officers  of  local 
militia,  as  the  rank  of  the  latter  came  next 
after  that  of  the  original  militia.  This  ar- 
rangement was  objected  to,  as  insulting  to 
yeomanry  officers,  by  sir  Thomas  Turton ; 
but  his  objection  was  over-ruled,  as  was 
also  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Dundas,  that  the 
yeomam'y  and  local  militia  officers  should 
take  rank  from  the  date  of  their  commis- 
sions, whereby  volunteer  officers  who 
should  transfer  their  servicer  to  the  local 
militia,  would  take  rank  from*  the  date  pf 
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their  commission  as  volunteer  officers. — On 
the  clause  to  authoi'ise  lord  lieutenants, 
upon  representation  to  government  in  cer- 
tain cases,  to  order  regiments  of  local  mili- 
tia from  the  county  for  which  they  may 
have  been  raised,  into  an  adjacent  one  to 
be  trained,  lord  Castlereagh  felt  it  necca-  ' 
sary  to  explain  the  ground  upon  which  this 
clause  rested,  in  order  to  remove  a  misap- 
prehension which  had  taken  place  respect- 
ing it.  The  sole  object  of  the  clause  was 
to  consult  the  convenience  of  the  men.  In 
many  counties  there  were  no  great  towns 
large  enough  to  atlbrd  cjuartxirs  for  the  local 
militia  of  the  counties,  in  which  cases  it 
was  thought  desirable  that  tliere  should  be 
a  power  to  march  the  regiments  to  be 
trained  into  an  adjacent  county.  There 
were  other  cases  in  which  the  regiments 
would  have  to  march  25  or  31  miles  within 
their  own  counties,  to  a  town  capable  of 
affording  them  proper  quarter,  whilst  by 
being  sent  into  the  adjoining  counties,  they 
would  have  but  a  march  of  five  or  six  miles 
to  convenient  accommodation  during  their 
period  of  training.  It  was  solely,  there- 
fore, to  remedy  the  unavoidable  inconve- 
nience that  would  result  in  such  cases  from 
training  the  regiments  of  local  militia  in 
their  proper  counties,  and  to  promote  the 
accommodation  of  the  men  themselves,  that 
this  clause  had  been  introduced. — After  a 
few  words  from  Mr.  Giles  and  sir  T.  Tur- 
ton, this  explanation  was  considered  satis- 
factory, and  the  clause  agreed  to. — Lord 
Castlereagh  then  brought  up  a  number 
of  clauses  which  were  agreed  to  without 
opposition. — The  bill  then  went  through 
the  committee,  the  report  was  received, 
and  ordered  to  be  taken  into  further  con- 
sideration on  Monday  next. 

[Irish  Spirit  Dutv  Bill.]  The  house 
then  went  into  a  committee  on  the  Irish 
Spirit  Duty  Bill. 

Mr.  Foster  observed,  that  when  the  duty 
should  be  reduced  so  low  as  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  house,  the  Irish  distiller  would  have 
an  advantage  over  the  English  distiller,  as 
the  latter  was  obliged  to  produce  '21  gal- 
lons of  spirits  from  200  weight  of  sugar, 
whereas  the  Irish  distiller  need  only  pro- 
duce 18.  It  therefore  followed  that  the 
Irish  spirits  would  be  made  stronger  for 
the  same  duty.  He  thought  it  but  fair  to 
take  notice  of  this  circumstance,  although 
he  was  -ready  to  conform  the  duty  to  the 
wishes  of  other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Barham  said,  that  while  there  was 
no  spirit  intercoufee  between  Great  Bri- 
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tain  and  Ireland,  there  could  be  no  advan- 
tage gained  by  one  over  the  other.  He 
wished  much  that  the  duty  should  be 
k>wered  in  Ireland,  in  order  to  prevent  il- 
licit distilleries. 

Mr.  MatTyat  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that  it  had  been  his  in- 
tention to  reduce  the  duties,  in  conse-, 
qnence  of  the  suggestions  vehich  had  been 
made  to  him, from  3^.  2d,  to  2t,  \0d,  a  gal- 
lon. He  should,  however,  keep  himself 
unfettered  until  the  next  Report  of  the 
committee  which  were  then  sitting.  When 
that  Report  should  be  presented,  which 
would  probably  take  place  in  less  than 
five  weeks,  he  would  still  hold  himself  at 
Hberty  to  alter  the  present  bill,  or  bring 
in  an  entire  new  one,  as  it  should  then  ap- 
pear proper. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the 
Bill  went  through  the  committee,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  reprinted,  with  the  amend - 
saents. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 


Friday,  April  14. 

[Campaign  in  Spain.]  The  Earl  of  Li- 
verpool laid  upon  the  tahle  some  further 
documents  respecting  the  operations  of 
the  late  Campaign  in  Spsrin,  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  op  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Lord  Auckland  wished  to  put  a  few 
questions  to  the  noble  Secretary  of  State, 
to  which,  however,  he  did  not  expect  or 
require  an  immediate  answer.  His  object 
in  putting  these  questions  was  to  disen- 
tangle, as  much  as  possible,  and  clear  the 
ground  for  the  main  discussion  respecting 
tho  conduct  of  the  late  Campaign  in  Spain 
and  Poijiugal,  and  to  endeavour  to  fix  the 
leading  f>oints  upon  which  that  discussion 
might  be  expected  to  turn.  That  discus- 
sion would  naturally  involve  not  only  the 
conduct^of  the  war  in  those  countries,  but 
also  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  Trea- 
ty lately  negociated  between  this  country 
and  Spain.  And  first,  he  would  beg  leave 
to  ask  in  what  sense  were  to  be  understood 
the  terms  "  lawful  successor,"  in  the  Ar- 
ticle by  which  this  country  was  bound  not 
to  make  peace  until  Ferdinand  7th  was 
restored,  or  his  lawful  successor  and  heirs. 
If  it  was  intended  not  to  make  peace  until 
Ferdinand  7th  was  restored,  or  until  the 
crown  of  Spain  was  again  placed  on  the 
head  of  the  lawful  successor  of  Ferdinand, 
a  Bourbon,  such  an  Article  of  a  Treaty 
might  expose  the  country  to  difficidties 


which  it  might  not  be  expedient  %o  draw 
upon  it.  If,  again,  the  article  only  roetot 
that  we  were  to  consider  any  person,  evcit 
Joseph  Buonaparte,  should  the  choice  of 
the  Spanish  nation  appear  lo  appoint  him 
the  sovereign  of  that  country,  as  the  law- 
ful sovereign  of  Spain,  he  should  then  say 
the  Treaty  in  this  respect  would  be  wholly 
nugatory.  This,  however,  might  be  a 
matter  of  delicacy,  and  he  by  no  means 
desired  to  press  the  noble  Secretary  for  an 
answer  respecting  it ;  wishing  only  that 
he  would  bear  in  mind  how  material  a , 
point  the  consideration  of  that  part  of  the 
Treaty  must  prove,  in  the  approaching 
discussion.  The  next  point  he  had  to  al- 
lude to  was  also  a  delicate  one;  he  meant 
the  two  Letters  and  Message  of  Mr  Frerc 
to  sir  J.  Moore.  There  was  no  person 
who  was  more  disposed  than  he  was  to 
make  every  allowance  for  the  conduct  of 
gentlemen  in  diplomatic  situations ;  but 
he  could  not  but  consider  the  tone  of 
these  letters  as  somewhat  out  of  the  usual 
way.  What  must  appear  still  more  ex- 
traordinary was  a  message  sent  to  sir  J. 
Moore,  desiring  the  bearer  of  the  message 
to  be  heard  before  a  Council  of  War,  on 
the  nature  of  the  military  plan  to  be 
adopted  on  the  emergency  in  which  the 
British  army  was  then  placed,  when  Mr. 
Frere  and  the  Spanish  Junta  were  them- 
selves obliged  to  take  to  flight ;  and  most 
extraordinary  again  must  it  seem,  was  it 
to  be  found  that  the  bearer  of  such  a  mes- 
sage was  a  Frenchman!  In  what  light 
must  he  have  viewed  the  treatment  to 
which  a  British  commander  in  chief  was 
thus  submitted  ?  These  letters,  this  mes* 
sage,  or  the  nature  of  it,  at  least,  he  con- 
ceived, should'  necessarily  be  laid  before 
the  house  for  a  proper  understanding  of 
such  a  strange  mode  of  proceeding.  Sir 
J.  Moore  treated  the  letters  and  the  mes- 
sage in  a  manner  worthy  of  him;  ha 
could  scarce  believe  they  were  intended' 
to  be  seriously  acted  upon.  —  He  had  now 
to  advert  to  another  point  which  he  had 
on  a  former  occasion  endeavoured  to  j>res8 
upon  the  attention  of  the^  house,  and  that 
was,  the  facility  with  which  the  enemy 
was  allowed  to  take  possession  of  Ferrol, 
of  the  naval  squadron  and  naval  arsenal  in 
that  place.  It  was  true  that  some  cotn- 
munications  which  passed  upon  that  sub* 
ject  between  sir  David  Baird  and  admiral 
de  Courcy  had  been  laid  before  the  house, 
but  it  contained  no  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  the  matter,  and  indeed  was  far 
from  sfatewing  that  any  effectual  steps  had 
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been  taken  to  secure  that  great  national 
object  Here^  then,  was  another  point 
upon  which  the  late  Treaty  bore,  and 
which  must  naturally  find  an  important 
place  in  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
that  Treaty,  or  in  any  discussion  respecting 
our  present,  connection  with  the  issue  of 
affairs  in  Spain. — The  other  points  he  had 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  noble  Secretary 
to,  might  be  considered  of  minor  import- 
ance ;  but  they  were  still  what  that  house 
and  the  public  should  be  fully  and  accu- 
rately informed  upon.  He  meant  a  cor- 
rect Return  of  the  losses  sustained  in  the 
British  infantry  and  cavalry,  which  he 
feared  far  exceeded  what  they  were  gene- 
rally understood  to  amount  to.  He  fear- 
ed the  losses  of  both  would  not  be  found 
short  of  8,000  men  ;  of  cavalry  it  was 
said,  that  3  or  4,000  had  been  sent  out, 
and  that  of  these  nofr  more  than  some  hun- 
dred horses  had  returned,  lie  should  not 
only  wish  to  see  it  stated,  how  many 
horses  exactly  belonging  to  the  mounted 
cavalry  had  been  lost,  but  also  how  many 
belonging  to  the  waggon-train,  &c.  &c. 
had  never  returned.  Without  due  infor- 
mation on  these  matters,  no  complete  and 
satisfactory  estimate  could  be  formed  of 
the  real  loss  sustained  by  the  British  army 
during  the  late  campaign  in  Spain  and 
Portugal.  These  questions  he  had  pro- 
posed to  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  not 
expecting  an  immediate  answer  to  all  of 
them,  but  from  a  wish  to  have  it  under- 
stood, that  a  more  complete  explanation 
of  these  points  would  be  expected  in  the 
course  of  the  approaching  discussion  than 
had  yet  been  submitted  to  the  house  by 
his  majesty's  ministers. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  acknowledged  the 
noble  lord  had  acted  with  perfect  proprie- 
ty, in  not  pressing  for  an  immediate  an- 
swer to  many  of  the  questions  he  had  put. 
Indeed,  most  of  them  were  rather  matter 
of  argument  for  future  discussion  than  of 
immediate  explanation;  and  he  should 
therefore  defer  toughing  upon  them,  until 
that  discussion  came  regularly  before  the 
house.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Frere's  Let- 
ters, and  the  Message  alluded  to  by  the 
noble  lord,  they  had  never  come  in  an  of- 
ficial shape  into  the  hands  of  his  majesty's 
ministers ;  and  he  therefore  did  not  ima- 
gine they  could  be  regularly  produced  or 
argued  upon.  Even  in  the  department  to 
which  such  a  correspondence  more  regu- 
larly belonged,  he  did  not  believe  that 
much  was  known  of  the  nature  of  the  mes- 
sage upon  which  the  roble  lord  had  laid 


so  much  stress ;  but  whatever  was  known 
wquld  no  doubt  be  communicated,  when 
that  point  came  more  immediately  under 
their  lordships  consideration.  With  re- 
spect to  the  losses  said  to  be  sustained  by 
the  British  army  in  its  retreat  fi*om  Sala« 
manca  to  Corunna,  an  Account  of  them 
had  been  laid  before  the  house  in  as  com- 
plete a  shape  as  it  could  well  be  made 
out;  but  he  must.eutreat  the  house  to  re- 
member, that  in  estimating  these  losses 
they  would  take  into  the  account  the  losses 
sustained  in  Portugal,  in  the  battles  of 
Roleia  and  Vimiera,  as  well  as  what  re- 
sulted from  the  retreat  of  the  army  to  Co- 
runna, and  the  memorable  battle  at  that 
place.  The  whole  should  be  embraced  in 
a  comprehensive  view,  and  not  frittered 
into  separate  and  minute  particulars. 

Earl  Grey  could  not  consider  the  points 
touched  upon  by  his  noble  friend,  as  mere 
matter  of  argument,  but  as  questions  which 
called  fo>  a  full  and  explicit  explanation. 
Could  any  thing  be  more  important  and 
urgent  to  ascertain,  than  what  was  the 
real  meaning  of  the  most  important  article 
of  the  recent  Treaty  with  Spain  ?  That 
article  bound  this  country  to  make  no 
peace  with  France  until  Ferdinand  VII,  or 
nis  lawful  successor,  was  restored  to  the 
throne  of  Spain*  Why,  in  the  first  place, 
Ferdinand  the  VII.  ?  What  was  his  right 
to  the  throne  in  preference  to  Charles  IV.? 
Or  what  authentic  information  was  the 
house  in  possession  of  respecting  that 
right  ?  Charles  IV.  was  said  to  have  abdi- 
cated in  favour  of  his  son ;  but  did  we 
know  that  that  abdication  was  a  voluntary 
one  ?  Besides,  if  the  Spanish  nation  had 
thought  proper  to  make  choice  of  Ferdi- 
nand in  place  of  his  father,  were  we  to 
acknowledge  and  sanction  the  propriety 
of  that  choice  ?  It  was  true,  Ferdinand 
would,  in  the  course  of  things,  have  suc- 
ceeded his  father  as  the  lawful  succes- 
sor; but  upon  what  ground  did  we  sanction 
his  actual  possession  of  the  supreme  power 
while  his  father  lived  ?  In  this  respect, 
the  house  were  in  possession  of  no  accurate 
and  official  information,  and  therefore,  the 
thus  binding  the  country  to  persist  in  a 
war  for  his  restoration,  or  that  of  his  lawful 
successor,  he  held  to  be  matter  of  the  qjost 
serious  consideration.  Ministers  had,  how- 
ever, in  various  documents  described  Fer- 
dinand as  prince  of  the  Asturias ;  upon 
what  ground  was  it  that  they  now  considered 
him  as  the  only  legitimate  sovereign  of 
Spain,  in  whose  cause  we  were  to  co- 
operate with  the  Supreme  Junta  of  Spaio? 
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If  by  '  lawful  successor'  was  to  be  under- 
itood  any  person  whom  the  Spanish  na- 
tion might  acknowledge  as  their  sovereign, 
then  it  might  apply  to  the  present  usur- 
per; and  in  that  case  he  must  join  with 
bis  noble  friend  in  considering  the  Treaty 
as  wholly  nugatory.  On  the  subject  of 
the  losses  sustained  by  the  British  army 
in  the  retreat  from  Salamanca,  the  house 
were  by  no  means  accurately  informed. 
In  its  consequences,  that  retreat  would  be 
found  to  have  proved  extremely  fatal. 
Sach  was  the  excessive  fatigue  to  which  it 
exposed  both  officers  and  men,  that  many 
of  those  who  had  escaped  from  Spain  had 
died  since  their  return.  These  conse- 
qQences  must  greatly  aggravate  the  origi- 
nal loss,  and  in  order  to  ascertain  it  more 
accurately,  he  should  on  Monday  next 
mo?e  for  some  additional  accounts  to  that 
effect. 

Lord  Auckland  made  some  further  ob- 
servations on  the  dates  of  some  of  the 
articles  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  such  as 
the  date  of  the  last  article,  which  pur- 
ported to  be  of  the  21st  of  March  last. 
It  was  impossible  that  this  article,  at  least, 
conid  have  been  ratified.  It  would  there- 
fore follow,  that  what  was  before  the  house 
as  a  Treaty,  could  not  as  yet  be  regularly 
considered  as  such. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  seemed  to  admit 
the  force  of  the  observation,  but  deferred 
any  explanation  respecting  it  to  a  future 
occasion. 

Earl  Chrty  then  observed,  that  in  order 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  some  noble  lords* 
to  whom  it  was  inconvenient  to  attend  on 
Tuesday  next,  he  would,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  house,  defer  his  motion  respect- 
ing the  late  Campaign  in  Sp&in  till  this 
day  se'n-night,  on  which  day  he  was  de- 
termined to  bring  it  forward,  ,  ^ 

[Sir  John  Craddock.]  The  Earl  of 
Buckmghamshire  rose,  to  bring  under  the 
consideration  of  their  lordships  the  un- 
pleasant situation  in  which  sir  John  Crad- 
dock was  now  placed.  Sir  A.  Wellesley 
bad  just  been  appointed  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  British  forces  in  Portugal, 
and  that  at  a  moment  the  most  critical  for 
the  feelings  and  fame  of  the  officer  who 
now  commanded  them.  Of  the  military 
talents  of  sir  A.  Wellesley,  it  was  impos- 
sible for  any  man  to  entertain  a  higher 
opinion  than  he  did.  Neither  could  any 
man  feel  more  admiration  and  esteem 
than  he  did  for  that  gallant  and  distin- 
guished officer.  He  still,  however,  could 
not  luppreN  his  feelings  with  regard  to 


the  cruel  situation  to  which  sir  J.  Crad- 
dock must  now  be  exposed.     Every  mea- 
sure adopted  by  sir  J.  Craddock  since  his 
arrival    in    Portugal,    had,    he  believed, 
received  the  fullest  approbation  of  govern- 
ment.    It  was  such  as  might  be  expected 
from  an  officer  who  had  so  ably  conducted 
himself  in  India,  in  Egypt,  &c.  and  who 
was  distinguished  by  such  flattering  testi- 
monials from  lord  Hutchinson, and  theother 
distinguished   commanders   under  whom 
he  had  served.     As  to  the   insinuations 
which  had  gone  abroad,  respecting  im- 
prudent measures  on  his  part  respecting 
the  native  troops,  he  took  upon  himself  to 
assert,  that  in  no  one  instance  had  sir  J. 
Craddock  acted  ui  a  manner  repugnant  to 
their  feelings,  or  contraiy  to  the  customs 
of  the   native  troops.     There   were  do- 
cuments which  he  might  biing  forward  to 
prove  tl)ese  assertions,  and  he  was  certain- 
ly prepared  to  take  every  step  for  the  vin- 
dication of  the  character  of  an  honourable 
officer,  which  to  him,  on  many  accounts, 
was  extremely  dear.     What  was  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  Portugal  ?     By  the  in- 
telligence arrived  this  day  it  appeared  that 
Oporto  was  now  in    the    hands  of    the 
French.      He   had   also    information    on 
which  he  could  -  rely,  that  a  large  hostile 
army  was  now  pouring  into  Portugal,  and 
that  they  were  already  on  their  march 
against.  Lisbon ;  that  such  was  the  im* 
pression  made  by  the  idea  entertained 
there  of  the  numbers  and  strength  of  this 
hostile  force,  that  it  had  been  in  agitation 
to  re-embark  the  British  troops  in  that 
country,  and  to  leave  it  to  its  fate ;  that 
such,  however,  were  the  exertions  made 
by  sir  J.  Craddock  to  collect  the  British 
force  and  so  to  station  it  as  to  prepare  a 
decided  resistance  to  the  enemy,  that  the 
resolution  of  abandoning  the  country  was 
given  up.    After  all  these  efforts  on  the 
part  of  sir  John  Craddock,  and  at  a  mo- 
ment \dien  such  a  prospect  of  adding  to 
his  military  fame  was  opened  to  him, 
could  any  tning  be  conceived  more  cruel 
to  the  feelings  of  an  honourable  mind, 
than  to  be  removed  from  a  command  undey 
such  circumstances,  and  to  be  superseded 
by  an  officer  so  much  his  junior?     He 
hoped  his  majesty's  ministers  would  not 
impute  anv  blame  to  sir  J.  Craddock  on 
account  of  this  expression  of  surprize  and 
re^et,  which  was  vnrung  from  his  friend- 
ship for  sir  J.  Craddock.     If  blame  was 
to  attach  to  any  man  on  such  an  account^ 
it  was  to  himself  alone,  and  his  crime 
could  only  be  his  attachnent  to  a,  friend. 
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trho,  in  every  respect,  was  intitled  £o  the 
exertion  he  could  make  in  his  behalf. 
<<  Tantum  infelicem  nimium  dilexit  amicura.*' 

The  Earl  of  Livfrpool  could  not  help 
considering  the  observations  and  the  ques- 
tions of  the  noble  earl  as  an  attack  upon 
the  prerogative  of  the  crow^n,  and  as  a  re- 
futation of  all  notion  of  the  responsibility 
of  ministers.  The  king  had  the  command 
of  the  army,  and  to  say,  that  for  certain 
services,  he  should  not  propose  certain 
officers  recommended  to  him  for  such  ser- 
vices by  his  confidential  advisers,  would 
be  to  take  thfe  command  of  the  army  out  of 
his  hands,  and  thus  infringe  on  the  prero- 
gative of  the  crown. '  Ministers^  besides, 
were  responsible  for  the  advice  they  gave 
his  majestj'  on  such  occasions;  but  there 
would  be  an  end  to  that  responsibility, 
were  they  to  be  questioned  upon  the 
reasons  why,  on  any  particular  occasion, 
they  preferred  one  officer  to  another.  He 
never  should  silently  suffer  such  questions 
to  be  put,  at  least  he  should  never  answer 
them.  With  regard  to  sir  J.  Craddock,  he, 
for  one,  bad  the  highest  opinion  of  his 
military  character,  and  he  believed  the 
rest  of  his  majesty's  ministers  entertained 
the  same  opinion  of  disservices  and  merits ; 
and  he  was  happy  to  have  this  occasion  of 
bearing  the  fullest  testimony  to  the  deserts 
of  that  gallant  officer. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  was  glad  to  bear  the 
honourable  testimony  paid  to  the  merits  of 
gen.  Craddock  by  the  noble  secretary  of 
state ;  for  the  character  of  that  gallant 
general  must  be  peculiarly  dear  to  his 
feelings. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  in  explana- 
tion, said  that  he  had  no  intention  of  put- 
ting improper  questions  to  the  noble  secre- 
tary ;  his  only  wish  was,  to  draw  from 
him  the  acknowledgment  the  noble  secre- 
tary had  just  made  of  the  merits  and  good 
conduct  of  sir  J.  Craddock  in  Portugal. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  observed,  that  hte 
protested  against  such  questions  being  ad- 
dressed to  ministers,  lest  it  should  be  drawn 
into  a  precedent,  and  that  upon  occasions 
when  it  might  not  be  in  the  power  of 
ministers  to  speak  of  the  commander  then 
alluded  to,  as  he  was  now  able  to  speak  of 
the  character  and  conduct  of  sir  J.  Crad- 
dock. 

H0U8B   OF   COMMONS. 

Frid&y,  AprU  \  I*. 
[Briach  6f  Privilege — Arrest  of  a 
Memb£r.]    Sir  C.  HamMton  rose  and  stated 


to  the  house  that  a  few  days  ago,  being  in 
his  own  house,  a  servant  in  livery  came 
thePe  with  a  note,  which  was  brought  into 
the  room  to  him   by  his  own  servant,  on 
opening  which  he  found  it  was  from  a 
person  he  did  not  know,  and  while  he  was 
telling  his  servant  it  Was  a  mistake,  and 
the  note  was  not  to   him,  Daniel  Butler, 
the  person  complained    of,   and   another 
man,  rushed  violently  into  the  room,  and 
Butler  said  he  had  a  writ  against  him, 
which  he  gave  him  to  read  ;  that  on  read- 
ing it,  he  found  it  was  for  sir  John  Charles  \ 
Hamilton,  on  which  he  told   the  officer  \ 
that  he  had  made  a  mistake  ;   that  his 
name  was  not  John  Charles,  but  merely 
Charles  Hamilton;  that  be   was  not  the  ; 
person,  and,  besides   all   that,  he  was  a  I 
member  of  parliament.     The  officer,  how-   : 
ever,  persisted  that  his  name  was  John  \ 
Charles  Hamilton,  insisted   he  should  go   i 
witl^him,  and   behaved  with  great  rude-   , 
ness.     Finding  all  remonstrance  vain,  be   ) 
agreed  to    go  with    him  ;    but  previous  « j 
to  doing  so,    he  said  to   the  officer,  in  ^ 
the  presence  of  all  his  servants  :    "  Then  Jp 
you  persist  in  my  Attending  you,  notwith- ] 
standing  all  I  have  told  you  >"  Butler  an-  ii 
swered^-Yes.     "And  if  I  don't  go  qui-  i, 
etly  I  suppose  you    will    force    me?"  n, 
Butler  replied — Yes,  certainly.     On  which  k 
sir  Charles  went  with  him  to  his  attorney,  &, 
and  there  the  man'  being  convinced  of  his  f| 
error,  let  him  go.     Sir  Charles  said,  he  was  li 
informed  by  the  attorney  that  he  had  no 
remedy  against  him  by  a  legal  prosecu- 
tion, so  that  if  he  had  not  been  a  member  ^J 
of  parliament,  he  must  have  put  up  with  ^^j 
the  insult.     This  circumstance  happened  fc, 
in  the  afternoon,  but  neither  in  the  coarse  ^^ 
of  that  day  nor  the  next  did  the  officer  send  u^ 
to  make  any  apology.     He    thought  it  s^j 
there fDre  his  duty  to  state  the  transaction  i-. 
to  the  house,  as  it  so  materially  concerned  ^^ 
their  privileges.   He  concluded  bv  moving,    ] 
"  That  Daniel  Butler  be   calleil   to  the  ^.\ 
bar/'  .Ga 

On  Butler's  appearing  at  the  bar,  the  \ 
Speaker  told  him  that  sir  Charles  Hamij-  to 
ton  having  inforn^d  the  house  of  bis  ^ 
having  arrested  him,  he  (Butler)  would  joj 
state  what  he  had  to  oflfer  in  his  defence  |q|j 
for  having  so  done.  ^The  man  making  i^^ 
no  answer,  and  having  a  paper  in  bis  ii,| 
hand,  the  Speaker  asked  him,  what  1^^ 
paper  that  was  he  held  in  his  hand?  p;,^ 
He  answered.  He  could  not  read. — Q«  int^ 
Did  he  know  the  contents?  A.  Yes.—  \n\_ 
Q.  What  where  the  contents  ?— Not  an-  r 
swjering,  he  was  asked  j  did  he  write  it    ' 
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himself?  A.  No.— O.  Did  he  dictate  it  P 
A.  No. 

Mr.  Yorke  moved  that  he  should  with- 
draw ;  which  having  done,  he  moved  that 
Butler  be  examined  as  to  the  statement 
made  by  sir  C.  Hamihon.  Being  called 
in,  the  Speaker  asked  him,  **  If  when  he 
arrested  sir  C.  Hamilton,  that  gentleman 
did  not  endeavour  to  satisfy  him  he  was 
not  the  person  whom  Butler  came  to  ar- 
rest? He  answered.  Yes, — He  was  order- 
«d  to  withdraw. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  lie 
believed  the  house  could  have  no  doubt  of 
this  being  a  gross  breach  of  privilege. 
The  hoii.  baronet  had  evinced  a  most  pati- 
ent and  forbearing  spirit,  and  as  the  man 
had  not  attempted  to  palliate  his  offence 
by  the  slightest  apology,  he  moved,  "  That 
the  said  Daniel  Builer  having  arrested  and 
insulted  the  said  sir  Charles  Hamilton,  as 
stated  in  the  said  complaint,  is  guilty  of 
a  high  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
house." — Which  was  agreed  to  nem,  con. 
He  then  moved,  "  That  Daniel  Butler,  for 
the  said  ofience,  be  committed  to  New- 
gate."— Ordered. 

[West  India  Produce.]  Mr.  C.  Ellis 
observed,  that  all  persons  interested  in 
our  West  India  colonies,  must  naturally  be 
anxious  to  obtain  the  information,  which 
he  had  no  doubt  of  his  right  hon.  friend's 
inclination  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  aHording,  with  regard  to  Martinique. 
He  therefore  requested  to  know  whether 
any,  and  what  engagements  had  been  en- 
tered into  upon  the  capitulation  of  that 
island,  relative  to  the  importation  of  its 
produce  into  this  country,  and  also,  if  that 
business  was  left  open,  whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  government  to  allow  the  pro- 
duce of  Martinique  to  be  imported  here 
upon  the  same  footing  as  the  produce  of 
our  own  colonics,  or  if  not,  upon  what 
terms? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated  in 
reply,  that  the  Gazette  contained  all  the 
engagements  entered  into  upon  the  capitu- 
lation of  Martinique.  But  he  had  further 
to  inform  his  hon.  friend,  that  our  com- 
manders had  received  a  peremptory  order 
not  to  enter  into  engagements  upon  the 
subject  referred  to  by  him,  and  it  was 
therefore  left  perfectly  open.  He  had  no 
difficulty  in  adding,  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  government  that  any  part  of  the 
produce  of  Martinique  should  be  admitted 
mtjo  this  country  for  home  consumption, 
but  merely  for  the  purpose  of  exportation. 

[Chelsea    Hospital -^Colonel    Gob- 

V^L.  XIV. 


DON.]  Sir  Francis  Burdett  rose,  pursuant 
to  the  notice,  which  in  his  opinion  he  had 
been  called  upon  very  unnecessarily  to  give 
upon  this  subject,  to  make  his  promised 
motion.  But  yet  he  had  complied  with  the 
request  of  a  notice,  as  the  hon.  gentlehiett 
on  the  other  side  appeared  to  be  so  ignorant 
of  the  case.  At  this  ignorance  however, 
he  confessed  himself  extremely  surprized, 
because  he  thought  it  impossible  tor  any 
man  to  see  the  land  upon  which  colonel 
Gordon's  house  was  preparing  to  be  built, 
or  to  have  any  idea  of  its  situation  con- 
tiguous to  Chelsea  hospital,  and  particu* 
larly  to  the  infirmary,  without  being  coq- 
vince<l  that  such  a  building  should'not  b€i 
permitted,  and  that  the  whole  bargain 
which  gave  that  officer  possession  of  thif  * 
ground,  ought  to  be  revoked^  It  was  im- 
possible for  any  man  to  give  an  accurate 
idea  of  the  state  of  this  land,  as  it  depend- 
ed so  much  upon  locality.  But,  from  the 
view  which  he.  accompanied  by  a  member 
of  that  house,  had  taken  of  it  in  the  course 
of  the  morning,  he  was  enabled  to  assert,, 
that  such  a  building  ought  not  to  be  toler* 
aj.ed.  The  ground  upon  which  this  build- 
ing was  to  be  erected,  was,  he  understood, 
origihally.crown  land,  a  long  lease  of  which 
was  granted  to  sir  R.  Walpole,  which  lease 
became  the  property  of  lord  Yarborough. 
Of  this  lease  a  certain  number  of  yearn 
were  unexpired,  when  government  thought 
proper  to  purchase  it,  for  the  benefit, 
avowedly,  ot  Chelsea  Hospital.  But  what 
was  dune  after  the  purchase  ?  Why,  that 
to  which  he  objected,  as  well  because  the 
proceeding  would  tend  to  spoil  a  magni- 
ficent establishment,  as  because  it  was  a 
scandalous  job;  the  effect  of  which  would 
be,  to  deprive  the  Hospital  of  twenty  times 
more  benefit  than  it  could  confer  upon 
the  individual  for  whose  favour  it  was 
meant.  To  this  individual  Was  appro- 
priated a  fine  piece  of  land  adjoining  the 
river,  which  ought  to  have  been  reserved 
for  the  use  of  the  Hospital,  particularly 
under  existing  circumstances,  when  the. 
great  increase  of  our  military  force  w|is 
so  likely  to  render  necessary  an  extension 
of  the  Chelsea  establishment.  But  the 
alienation  of  this  property"  from  the  Hos- 
pital, was  nobmore  to  be  deprecated  than 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  to  be  used. 
Colonel  Gordon's  house  was,  it  appeared, 
to  be  built  upon  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
beiween  that  and  the  infirmary ;  so  that 
this  useful  institution,  which  was  already 
too  much  hemmed  in  by  buildings  and 
plantations,  was,  by  colonel  Gordon,  to  be 
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compktely  shut  out  frofii  the  river,  so  in- 
deed as  to  deprive  the  sick  soldiers  of  the 
free  circulatioii  of  air.  It  appeared  to 
him  very  extraordinary  that  the  officers  at 
€hels6a  did  not  remonstrate  against  the 
matter  of  which  he  complained.  The 
government  surveyor,  who  was  resident 
at  Chelaea,  seemed  deficient  in  his  duty 
in  i^ot  reportmg  upon  it.  He  must  say 
ako  that  the  pkysician  and  surgeon  of 
th«  infirmary  oiighr  to  have  pointed  oot 
the  grievance  to  which  he  Mi  k  his  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  house.  Indeed 
he  could  hardly  suppose  that  any  member 
who  would  take  the  trouble  of  walking 
down  and  looking  at  the  premisses,  would 
entertain  a  difierent  sense  of  duty.  It 
must  excke  any  man's  complaint  to  see 
an  attempt  made,  for  the  accommodation 
of  an  individual,  to  take  away  fi*om  the 
comfort,  in  old  age,  of  a  meritorious  body 
of  men  who  had  spent  the  greater  part  of 
thehr  life  in  a  hard  service.  It  was  a  pity 
that  suck  men  should  be  inconvenienced 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  a  job,  or  at  least 
of  that  which  had  alt  the  appearance  of  a 
job.  He  should  be  happy  if  ministers 
could  explain  the  business,  so  as  to  remoTe 
the  impression  upon  his  mind,  that  it  was 
deserving  of  this  character.  But  if  they 
could  not,  sure  he  was,  that  it  would 
appear  to  any  visitor,  as  it  did  to  him, 
that  an  infirmary  appropriated  to  our  sick 
soldiery,  was  cooped  up,  was  deprived  of 
the  free  air;  so  essential  to  their  recovery, 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  an 
ilidividual.  The  course  he  meant  to  pur- 
sue was,  first  to  moye  for  a  Copy  of^  the 
Warrant  of  the  Treasury,  under  which  the 
grant  of  the  land  alludod  to  was  made  to 
col.  Gordon;  which  warrant  was, it  ap- 
pears, dated  the  11th  of  March,  1809. 
When  this  Warrant  should  be  laid  before 
the  house,  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
move,  that  the  physician  and  surgeon 
of  the  Hospital  should  be  called  to  the 
bar,  in  order  to  their  examination  as  to  the 
consequences  likely  to  result  to  the  sick 
from  such  a  structure  as  that  of  col.  Gor- 
don, by  whom  it  vi^s  designed  to  erect  a 
wall  eight  feet  high  between  his  ground 
and  the  infirmary. — The  motion  being 
lead, 

Mr.  Lo9ig  rose  and  said,  that  as  one  of 
the  Commissioners  for  superintending  the 
concerns  of  Chelsea  Hospital,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  pay  every  possible  attention  to 
the  comforts  of  the  meritorious  persons 
resident  therein ;  and  he  was  certain  that 
•uch  also  was  the   feeling  of  all  his  col- 


leagues. In  consequence,  therefore,  of  tho 
representation  of  I)r.  Moseley,  the  physi- 
cian to  the  Hospital,  that  an  infirmary 
was  much  wanted,  it  being  inconvenient 
to  hftve  the  sick  placed  at  the  top  of  tho 
hospital,  the  lease  of  the  ground  alluded 
to  was  purchased.  Of  this  ground,  all 
that  was  deemed  necessary  by  the  archi* 
tect,  or  the  medical  men,  was  set  ap^rt 
for  an  infirmary,  which  was  accordingly 
erected  ;  and  if  all  the  ground  had  been  re- 
quired it  would  have  been  so  appropriated  I 
for  the  ground  which* remained,  col.  Gor- 
don, it  appeared,  presented  a  Memorial 
to  the  Treasury,  tendering  terms  for  a 
lease  of  it.  The  Surveyor-General,  as  was 
usual  in  all  cases  with  regard  to  Crown 
Lands,  was  ordered  to  make  a  Report  as  to 
the  value  of  the  ground  bid  for  by  col. 
Gordon,  and  when  the  Report  was  mado 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  act,  the  ap- 
plication of  that  officer  was  complied 
with,  but  upon  terms  different  from  tboso 
he  had  originally  proposed.  The  hon. 
baronet  was,  no  doubt,  aware  that  it  vras 
open  to  any  other  person  to  bid  for  this 
land.  According  to  the  act  introduced  by 
Mr.  Pitt  in  1794,  to  regulate  the  disposal 
of  Crown  Lands,  it  was  enacted,  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral to  inquire  as  to  the  value  of  any  such 
land  about  to  be  let,  and  that  two  Sur^ 
veyors  should  swear  to  that  value,  beforo 
the  Treasury  should  dispose  of  it.  All 
tho9e  enactments  had  been  complied  witli 
in  this  transaction,  and  therefore,  if  tho 
hon.  baronet  would  complain,  his  cooh- 
plaint  must  apply  to  the  act.  So  far  from 
the  contract  with  col.  Gordon  being  ob- 
jectionable, he  really  believed,  that  if  tho 
ground  had  been  put  up  at  public  auction, 
better  terms  could  not  be  obtained  for  it. 
This  was  so  strongly  his  impression,  and 
he  also  thought  any  complaint  relative  to 
the  hospital  so  groundless,  that  he  wav 
fully  inclined  to  think,  that  when  all  tho 
papers  connected  with  the  business  were 
laid  before  the  house,  the  hon.  baronet 
himself  would  feel  the  propriety  of  de- 
clining to  take  any  further  prw^eeding 
upon  it  The  fact  was,  that  there  was  hot 
a  small  piece  of  this  ground  fit  for  buildins 
upon,  the  remainder  being  made  groond 
for  gardens. — ^The  right  hon.  sent,  asssured 
the  house  that  as  much  of  this  ground  had 
been  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  the  Infir- 
mary as  the  Surreyor  General  and  th« 
medical  gentlemen  thought  necessary. 
Erery  care  was  taloen  to  guard  that  build* 
ing  against  any  iacoavonienet.    To  the 
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productioa  of  the  papers  moved  for  by  the 
hon.  baronet  he  coyM  have  no  objection. 
Bot  be  wooid  move  for  other  papers,  in 
order  that  the  house  should  be  enabled  to 
understand  the  whole  of  the  case.     He 

'  would  move  for  Copies  of  the  Report  of 
the  Surveyor.  General,  with  that  of  the 
Surveyors  who  valued  the  land  ;  and 
wlien  these  papers  shoiild  be  biid  before 
the  bouse,  he  was  confident  that  it  would 
clearly  appear  there  was  no  foundation 
for  denomraatin^  this  transaction  a  job. 

Sir  (hwald  mmcky  said,  that  having  ac- 
eompAiited  the  boo.  baronet  to  view  the 
premisses  to  which  the  motion  alluded,  he 
was  enabled  to  conOrm  his  statement. 
The  infirmary,  which  did  not  in  lact  occu- 
py one-tenth  of  the  ground  purchased 
professedly  for  the  use  of  the  hospital, 

.  would,  he  must  contend,  be  entirely  pr^e- 
eluded  from  the  free  air  of  the  river  by 
the  projected  buildings  of  eel.  Gordon, 
who  occupied  the  remainder  of  this  ground. 
In  fact,  col.  Gordon's  was  by  far  the  supe- 
rior part  of  the  ground,  and  that  upon 
which  the  inlirmarv  was  built  appeared 
quitc^ damp  and  cold,  and  it  must  be  ren- 
dered more  so,  if  col.  Gordon  should  be  suf- 
fered to  proceed. 

Mr.  L(mg  observed,  that  there  was  a 
•pecial  provision  in  the  lease  granted  to 
col.  Gordon,  that  he  should  not  build  or 
plant  in  any  way  to  inconvenience  the 
infironry.  So  that  particular  care  was 
taken  to  guard  against  such  evil  as  the 
hon.  baronet  had  alledged  to  exist 

Mr.  Huskissom  generally  supported  the 
argument  and  statement  of  Mr.  Long,  and 
stated  further,  that  tlie  plan  of  th«  infirma* 
vf  bad  been  transmitted  to  the  Treasury 
by  the  governors,  physician,  and  surveyor, 
and  they  had  fixed  on  the  spot  as  the.moet 
convenient  and  best  situation.  Whether 
they  were  as  well  able  to  judge  and  de- 
termine on  that  head,  as  the  hon.  bart.  and 
the  hoft.  seconder  of  the  motion,  he  wonld 
not  determine.  The  hon.  baronet  had 
mentioned  the  corner  in  which  they  were 
cooped  up  as  not  a  twentieth  part  of  the 
ground  granted  to  col.  Gordon.  Now,  the 
Burveyors  had  on  oath  valued  the  land  for 
Ihe  imrmary  at  OfiOOL  and  on  the  same 
oath  the  land  of  col.  Gordon  was  only 
valued  at  52/.  a  year.  Col.  Gordon 
having  been  informed  by  sir  David  Dun- 
daa,  perhaps,  or  some  other  offieer  of  Chel- 
■ea  Hospital,  that  the  land  in  question  was 
to  be  let  for  building  on,  had  ofiered  the 
terms  of  the  vahiation,  and  if  the  befn. 
baronet  had  applied  aftd  offirrtd  ttore  than 


any  other,  he  woufd  have  had  it.  The 
Treasury  had  been  cautious  that  no  house 
should  be  built  so  as  to  aimoy  Chebea  Hos- 
pital, and  a  particular  instruction  had  been 
given  on  that  head  to  the  surveyor-gene- 
ral. The  provision  papers,  he  said,  would 
embrace  all  the  particulars  relating  to  this 
ground,  from  the  time  of  the  purchase  to 
the  period  of  the  grant  to  col.  Gordon  j 
and  when  they  were  produced,  the  hon. 
baronet  would  have  no  occasion  to  make 
his  motion,  or  to  call  the  surveyor  or  sur- 
geon to  the  bar  of  that  house. 

Sir  Mm  Newport  wished  to  be  informed 
why  it  was,  that,  when  a  subsisting  in- 
terest had  been  bought  up  with  public 
money,  that  part  of  the  land,  which  was 
not  deemed  necessary  for  the  use  of  Chel- 
sea Hospital,  had  been  transferred  to  the 
crown  lands,  and  not  to  the  funds  of  the 
hospital,  in  as  much  as  the  lands  had  been 
originally  granted  ibr  ever  by  the  crown 
to  the  trustees  of  that  institution  ? 

Mr.  Huskimm  informed  the  hon.  barontt, 
that  the  land  in  question,  though  part  of 
the  Chelsea  estate,  from  which  the  grant 
had  been  made  by  the  crown  to  the  Chelsea 
Hospital^  had  never  been  granted  to  that 
institution.  A  lease  had  been  granted  by 
the  crown  of  this  land  to  sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  and  it  was  the  residue  of  the  term  so 
granted  that  had  been  bought  up  with  the 
public/ money.  That  part,  however,  of 
the  land,  which  was  thought  necessary  for 
the  Infirmary  for  tlie  hospital,  had  been 
purchased  to  be  transferred  to  the  use  of 
the  hospital. 

Sir  John  Newport  observed,  that  any 
mistake  he  might  have  fallen  into  had 
arisen  from  the  imperfect  statement  of  Ilia 
hon.  gent,  himself. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  m^iti' 
tained,  that  the  hon.  baronet  had  no  ground 
for  the  observation,  that  it  was  in  conse- 
quence of  the  ignorance  of  his  friends,  re- 
lative to  this  transaction,  that  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet was  called  upon  yesterday  to  give 
notice  of  this  motion.  For  although  his 
noble  friend  (lord  Castlereagh)  wasunac*^ 
quainted  with  it,  as  he  must  be  naturally 
supposed,  having  no  connection  with  it, 
still  nearly  the  tame  explanation  had  been 
given  to  the  hon.  baronet  yesterday,  which 
the  house  had  heard  to-day.  Bat  yet  ha 
was  happy  that  the  notice  vras  called  for. 
He  esteemed  that  role  of  proceeding,  be- 
cause it  guarded  the  liouae,  or,  at  leas^ 
those  who  might  be  particularly  interested, 
against  being  taken  by  surprise ;  but  it 
did  more;  by  apfirising  penons  af  an  ii^ 
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tended  motion,  those  Hkely  to  be  affected 
by  it,  and  particularly  minister;,  means 
-might  be  taken  to  counteract  statements, 
which  would  othenvise  go  forward  uncon- 
tradicted, to  produce  inflammatory  im- 
pressions— the  only  object  possible,  in  some 
cases,  of  bringing  them  forward.  The 
hon.  baronet  wAs  constantly  jealous  of  per- 
sons in  office.  Perhaps  it  was  a  very 
laudable  jealousy,  and  he  did  not  mean  to 
quarrel  with  it.  But  he  could  not  help 
observing*  that  the  hon.  baronet  looked  at 
every  thing  proceedinor  from  administra- 
tion with  a  very  prt^udiced,  jaundiced  eye. 
If  not,  how  could  the  hon.  baronet  de- 
signate the  transaction  under  discussion 
as  a  scandatou'^  job  ?  How  could  he  think 
of  inflaming  the  public  mind  by  such  an 
assertion,  without  having,  as  it  appeared, 
taken  any  trouble  to  enquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances ?  Why,  without  such  enquiry, 
endeavour  to  produce  the  impression  out 
of  doors,  that  in  order  to  gratify  some  fiN 
voured  individual,  the  poor  sick  pen- 
sioners were  exposed  to  inconvenience,  as 
if  there  was  no  feeling  for  the  fate  of  these 
niei>  but  in  the  breast  of  the  hon.  baronet? 
But,  let  gentlemen  consider  the  plain  state 
of  this  case.     It  appeared,  that  a  lot  of 

f;round  was  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
nfirmary,  at  Chelsea.  Upon  this  ground 
the  Infirmary  was  built,  and  a  certam  pro- 
portion of  the  ground  remaining  was  un- 
appropriated. This  was  the  proportion 
disposed  of  to  col.  Gordon.  If  such  a  dis- 
position had  not  been  made;  if  the  re- 
mainder of  this  ground  had  been  left  use- 
less and  unproductive,  how  probable  was 
it  that,  with  the  jaundiced  eye  of  the  hon. 
baronet  directed  towards  all  ministerial 
measures,  he  would  have  come  down  to 
that  house  to  complain,  that  ministers,  that 
those  who,  in  his  opinion,  forfeited  all 
public  confidence,  by  endeavouring  to 
serve  the  public  in  office,  were  such  im- 
provident stewards  of  the  public  property, 
that  they  had  left  a  certain  portion  of  land 
utterly  useless  and  unoccupied,  which 
might  have  been  let  on  good  terms  ?  But 
in  all  future  dispositions  of  crown  lands, 
the  hon.  baronet,  he  supposed,  would  ra- 
ther that  ministers  should  consult  him 
than  the  surveyors  appointed  by  law.  To 
this  idea,  however,  with  all  respect  for  the 
hon.  baronet's  judgment  in  such  matters, 
he  could  not  accede.  The  right  hon. 
gent  concluded  with  expressing  bis  confi- 
dence, that  when  the  papers  moved  for 
were  produced,  they  would  serve  to  refute 
all  the  aspeFBions  which  the  hon.  baronet 


had  thought  proper  to  fling  out  against 
his  majesty's  nvtnisters. 

General  Tarkton  thought  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet entitled  to  the  highest  thanks  for 
caljing  the  attention  of  the  house  to  this 
subject.  Any  slttempt  to  diminish  the 
convenience,  or  even  to  interfere  with  the 
beauty,  of  Chelsea  Hospital,  he  should 
most  strenuously  deprecate.  That  build- 
ing he  considered  as  a  splendid  monument 
of  the  benevolence,  and  a  gratification  to 
the  pride,  of  the  country.  It  furnished 
accommodation  to  the'old,  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  young  soldier;  and  therefore 
every  friend  to  the  army  must  be  anxious 
to  preserve  it  unimpaired.  Certainly,  no- 
thing that  could  tend  in  the  remotest  de- 
gree to  reduce  its  comforts,  ought  to  be 
even  risked  for  such  a  sum  as  52/.  a  year. 
But  he  hoped  the  evil  complained  of  would 
be  removed.  Neither  the  receipt  of  rent, 
however  considerable,  nor  the  merit  of 
any  officer  however  distinguished,  should 
reconcile  him  to  any  grant  likely  to  inter- 
fere with  the  comforts  of  the  rai  ritorious 
body  who  occupied  Chelse.i  H(»spital.  Th« 
hon.  Officer  concluded  wi*h  statmtj,  that 
he  should  be  happy  to  fiiiil  il»ai  tiie  rarcrs 
did  justify  the  confident  l.in_;n;t  ;■  of  tlie 
right  hon.  gont.  who  spok^  '.»^.  ;  l-ir  if 
not,  he  declared  his  mftMiiinii  r»>  ^  .» .rt 
the  hon.  baronet  in  his  motion  fn-  hn.i^  ig 
the  Surveyors  and  thf  Mfcii»c.\l  </*  ^- 
men  of  the  Hospital  to  the  bar,  to  1^-  .  a- 
mined  upon  tbis  subject. 

Mr.  Rose  observed,  that  one  would  sup- 
pose from  the  arguments  of  the  hon  ge- 
neral, that  something  had  been  taken  from 
Chelsea  Hospital  to  be  given  to  a  favoured 
officer  ;  whereas  the  fact  was,  that  when 
this  ground  was  bought  by  government,  it 
was  left  to  the  physiciiin  of  the  Hospital, 
the  trustees,  and  the  surveyors,  to  cut  and 
carve  out  of  it  what  they  thought  nece»» 
sary  for  the  use  of  the  Hospital.  Before 
the  34th  of  the  king,  the  disposal  of  crown 
lands  was  a  source  of  influence  to  minis- 
ters ;  but  since  the  passing  of  that  act» 
the  crown  lands  had  been  let  with  as  much 
attention  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  and 
as  accurate  regard  to  their  actual  value, 
as  the  lands  of  any  bishop,  or  corporate 
body  in  the  kingdom. 

General  Tarleion  said,  he  had  not  stated 
that  any  thing  was  granted  from  Chelsea 
Hospital  to  a  favoured  officer.  He  had 
only  said,  that  he  would  not  consent  to  a 
grant  to  any  officer  living  or  dead,  which 
would  be  injurious  to  that  Hospital. 

Mr.  Bidduiph  was  glad  that  the  atteiv»- 
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tion  of  the  house  had  been  called  to  this 
fiubject,  because  it  must  be  pro<! active  of 
one  good  eiFect;  that  it  would  induce 
gentlemen  to  look  into  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  ihe  34-th  of  the  king,  under 
which  the  disposition  alluded  to  took 
place,  in  his  opinion,  a  much  more  be- 
neficial arrangement  than  that  act  pre- 
scribed might  be  provided  to  regulate  the 
disposal  of  crown  lands.  That  act  was 
originally  introduced  upon  the  alledged 
ground  of  guarding  against  the  influence 
of  the  crown ;  but  it  appeared  to.  him, 
that  there  was  stilt  left  quite  scope  enough 
for  that  ihfluencc  to  operate.  The  land 
was  never  advertised,  and  the  bargains 
were  close.  Mow,  instead  of  such  a  mode 
of  proceeding,  he  would  have  the  land 
advertised,  take  the  surveyor's  report,  and 
then  sell  the  land  by  public  auction.  This 
struck  hii  mind  as  a  much  more  beneficial 
plan  for  managing  the  crown  lands  than 
that  which  was  now  pursued. 

Sir  Francis  Burdctt  expressed  a  hope  that 
he  should  experience  the  indulgence  of 
the  house  whilst  he  took  some  notice  of  the 
allusions  which  the  right  hon.  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  had  thought  proper 
to  mi«ke  to  his  general  conduct.  Those  al- 
lusions were  so  foreign  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  house,  and  so  irregular  in  other 
points  of  view,  that  he  really  should  have 
hoped  that  the  eye  of  the  chairman  would 
have  caught  that  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
and  checked  him  in  his  high  career,  when 
imputing  imftroper  motives  to  the  conduct 
of  any  member.  This  observation  he 
made,  he  couid  assure  the  right  hon.  gent, 
without  any  feeling  of  that  indignant 
warmth  which  appeared  to  actuate  him. 
Arrogance  might  be  imputed  to  hhn  for 
pronouncing  any' opinion  upon  the  subject 
of  the  buildiog  Referred  to,  without  inquir- 
ing about  the  reports  of  the  architects  and 
surveyors.  But  if  he  had  incurred  such  an 
imputation  before,  he  feared  that  still  more 
arrogance  would  be  imputed  to  him  when 
he  declared,  that  after  hearing  all  that  had 
been  said  explanatory  of  the  reports,  so 
roach  relied  upon  by  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  he  continued  to  retain  the  same 
opiiiion.  The  right  hon.  gent,  became,  he 
perceived,  quite  angry  when  he  talked 
about  attaching  a  feeling  of  suspicion  to 
the  whole  conduct  of  ministers.  For  him- 
self, he  was  ready  to  say,  that  he  should  be 
•orry  for  the  existence  of  such  a  feeling  if 
undeserved ;  but  from  experience  he  must 
say,  that  be  was  highly  glad  to  see  that 
lucha  feelibg  prevailed,  becausehc  thought 


that  it  rested  upon  good  grounds,  and  that 
the  public  mind  had  been  too  long  deceiv- 
ed.— One  right  hon.  defender  of  the  trans- 
action to  which  his  motion  referred,  had 
stated,  that  the  ground  sold  to  colonel  (cor- 
don was  unfit  to  build  upon.  Now,  he 
would  ask  that  right  hon  gent,  how  it  came 
that  if  this  ground  was  fit  for  the  building 
of  col.  Gordon,  it  was  not  for  that  of  Chel- 
sea hospital  ?  As  to  the  report  of  the  phy- 
sicians, it  was  impossible,  he  thought,  that 
they  could  consider  an  infirmary,  occupy- 
ing in  the  whole  not  more  than  a  quarter  of 
an  acre  of  ground,  as  benefitted,  or  rather 
as  uninjured,  by  a  wall  H^  feet  high,  built 
in  such  a  position  as  to  iilTerrupt  the  free 
circulation  of  air.  Sure  he  was,  that  no 
man  of  common  sense  could  subscribe  to 
the  opinion.  But,  that  such  an  institu- 
tion should  be  subjected  to  such  an  incon- 
venience for  the  paltry  consideration  of 
32/.  a  year,  the  idea  was  intolerable  !  He 
would  rather  pay  that  sum  out  of  his  own 
pocket,  than  suffer  such  a  grievance,  than 
allow  it  to  exist,  if  it  were  only  to  prevent 
a  magnificent  public  edifice  from  being 
deformed,  much  less  to  preserve  the  com- 
forts of  a  meritorious  body  of  veterans. 
Among  those  who  attempted  to  argue 
against  him  he  could  not  help  noticing  the 
hyperbole  of  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  fluskis- 
son)  in  his  allusion  to  slave  ships.  Now, 
having  said  nothing  whatever  to  warrant 
such  an  allusion,  it  was  therefore  quite  mis- 
representation; and  such  misrepresentation 
of  an  opponent's  argument  always  furnish- 
ed a  presumption  that  the  person  using  it 
was  wrong. — After  describing  the  situa- 
tion of  the  ground  upon  which  colonel  Gor- 
don was  preparing  to  build,  the  hon.  baro- 
net said,  that  he  knew  many  gentlemen 
who  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be  ready  to 
give  10,000/.  for  it  With  regard  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, that  he  looked  at  the  whole  conduct 
of  ministers  with  a  jaundiced  eye,  he  as- 
sured the  right  hon.  gent,  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  had  no  wish  whatever  to  hamper 
or  to  supersede  them.  He  had  said  often 
elsewhere  what  he  would  then  repeat,  that 
he  thought  them  even  as  good  ministers, 
under  the  present  system,  as  any  other  set 
of  gentlemen  he  knew  were  likely  to.make. 
But  stilhhe  looked  at  them  with  jealousy, 
as  he  would  at  any  ministers,  and  that  jea- 
lousy was  the  natural  result  of  the  convic- 
tion upon  his  mind,  that  the  public  inte- 
rests had  not,  for  many  years  back,  beeir 
attended  to  as  they  ought.  When  the  ri^ht 
hon.  gent,  expressed  hi«  apprehension  that 
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if  this  grooad  had  tiot  beca  let,  be  (Sir  F.) 
was  such  a  captious  person,  that  probably 
he  would  have  brosght  forward  a  com- 
plaint  against  minislers  Ur  being  so  impro- 
▼idest,  he  would  appeal  to  the  house,  whe- 
ther he  had  mani^sted  anj  disposition  to 
warrant  such  an  apprehension;  whether, 
ui  fiict,  he  had  ever  been  in  the  habit  ol' 
bringing  forward  such  motions  ?  He  should 
feel  much  better  pleased  if  be  could  con* 
•istenUy  agree  with  the  majority  of  any  as* 
sembly  in  which  he  happened  to  sit,  but 
while  he  could  not  do  so,  he  would  never 
shrink  from  his  duty,  however  painful  the 
ta&k  of  perforoiingit.  As  to  oficial  fonm, 
which  hs^  been  dwelt  upon  by  the  hon. 
secretary,  the  hon,  baronet  allowed  that 
recent  experience  shewed  that  all  those 
forms  might  be  strictly  compiied  with, 
while  the  ^ossest  mal-practices  were  go- 
ing forward.— After  recapitulating  and  en- 
forcing his  arguments,  the  hon.  baronet 
persisted  in  his  intention  to  call  the  per- 
sons to  the  bar,  who  were  most  competent 
to  inform  tbe  house  upon  this  transaction, 
which  he  continued  to  consider  a  scanda- 
lous job  ;  which,  leaving  the  In6rmary  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question,  ought  not  to  be 
disposed  of  in  a  way  that  would  take  from 
the  beauty  of  the  liospita^.^  The  hon.  ba^ 
ronet  approved  of  the  idea  thrown  oot  by 
his  hon.  friend,  of  moving  that  a  plan  of 
the  grounds  alluded  to  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  house.  But  he  wonhl  recommend 
gentlemen  to  go,  as  he  had  done,  to  look 
at  the  building  under  consideration,  and 
their  own  observations  would,  he  was  con- 
fident, serve  more  to  convince  their  minds 
than  any  argument  that  could  be  o^ered 
upon  the  subject. 

The  Cftancdior  qf  the  laeht^uer  in  expla- 
nation stated,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  in>- 
puie  any  improper  motives  to  the  hon.  ba- 
ruoei  If  he  had  done  so,  he  waa  ready  lo 
apologise  to  the  house  and  to  him.  At  the 
same  time,  the  hon.  baronet  must  expect 
the  language  of  irritation  from  him,  when 
be  characterised  as  a  job  a  transaction  in 
which  he  had  been  concerned* 

Mr.  Simrges  fidtimc  observed,  thata^l  that 
had  been  required  for  Chelsea  hospital  %vas 
granted.  If  those  more  particularly  con- 
nected with  the  hospital  had  destred  the 
yrhole  of  this  ground,  they  would  have  had 
it.  He  could  conceive  no  motive  that  could 
have  induced  them  to  ask  less  than  was 
really  wanted.  The  Treasury,  he  contend- 
ed, had  throughout  strictly  performed  titeir 
duty,  and  had  expressly  restrained  the  lea- 
tec  from  building  housee,or  planting  trees 


in  any  situation  where  they  might  be  in 
the  slightest  degree  inconvenient  to  tbe 
purposes  of  the  hospital. 

Mr.  G.  Vmmitart  wished  to  be  informed 
what  was  the  quantity  of  land  transforred 
to  the  ^hospital,  and  what  the  quantity  let 
to  col.  Goj'don. 

Mr.  Husl:iif07t  replied,  that  this  would 
api^ar  when  the  plan  and  the  papers  were 
belbre  the  house. 

Sir  F.  Bmxiett  replied,  that  it  consisted 
of  four  acres  and  a  quarter,  of  which  tbe 
quarter  had  been  assigned  to  the  hospital, 
amd  the  four  acres  to  col.  Gordon.  (Hear! 
hear !) 

Mr.  Si€u;Qrt  ffTorli^  observed,  that  the 
Treasury  had  acted  with  all  the  precau- 
tions required  by  tbe  act  of  parliament 
It  was  a  serious  thing  to  bring  a  charge 
against  the  Treasury  of  having  been  en- 
gaged in  a  scandalous  job,  and  then  to  say 
that  tlie  hon.  baronet  had  been  unsc* 
quainted  with  tbe  circumstances  under 
which  they  had  acted. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  said,  that  all  who  wers 
interested  in  Chelsea  Hospital,  were  greatly 
obliged  to  the  hon.  baronet  for  having 
brought  forward  this  business.  Of  all 
the  things  wanted  for  an  Infirmary,  fresli 
air  was  tbe  most  requisite,  and  he  hoped 
the  building  on  this  ground  would  not  bs 
permitted  to  proceed  until  some  further 
inquiry  was  made.  He  also  expressed 
bi»  wish  that  the  terms  on  which  the  kase 
had  been  purchased  by  tbe  Treasury  from 
lord  Yarborougb,  should  be  stated,  because 
this  appeared  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  comparison,  and  would  contribute  ma* 
terially  to  the  attaining  of  correct  views  oa 
thcsubject.  He  even  thought  it  might  be 
advisable,  to  move  for  the  proper  docil- 
ments  on  that  point 

The  motion  of  sir  Francis  .Burdett  was 
then  pot  and  carried. 

Mr.  HuMstou,  in  moving  for  the  other 
papers,  9st\d,  that  he  need  not  trouble  the 
house  with  mobh  farther  observation.  He 
denied,  however,  that  the  Infirmary  wodd 
be  cooped  up  in  the  manner  described  by 
tbe  boa.  baronet  Restated  that  the  sum 
which  had  been  paid  to  lord-  Yarboroiigb» 
upon  the  report  of  the  Surveyoi*,  was  5,000/. 
but  he  saw  no  reason  for-i^alling  for  the 
documents.  He  concluded  by  moving 
for  a  Copy  of  the  Letter  of  the  SecreUry 
of  Chelsea  Hospital  to  the  Treasury,  so- 
liciting a  g^rant  of  part  of  this  ground  (of 
an  Inmrmary :  for  the  Letter  from  col. 
Gordon  for  the  lease,  for  the  Warrant  ts 
the  Surreyar  to  axaaine  the  ^ound  j  f99 
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the  report  of  the  Sunreyor,  and  other  do- 
caments  to  shew  the  ceone  of  the  traas- 
actioD. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  reiparked  upon  the  eitra- 
ordinarY  natere  of  the  proceeding  in  this 
case,  where  5,000L  was  admitted  to  have 
been  given  of  four  acres  and  a  quarter  of 
iaaad,  of  which  the  quarter  only  had  been 
assigned  to  the  hospitai,  whike  the  four 
/  acres  were  given  to  col.  Gordon  at  5^. 
a  year.  (Hear  !  hear !)  This  he  thought 
a  natter  for  serious  laqnirr  ;  for  if  the 
bosiaess  was  not  a  scawblous  job,  it 
had  at  least  been  conducted  in  a  dark 
comer. 

The  motions  were  then  agreed  to. 

[Admiral  HAtTEY.]  Mr.  Robert  Ward 
•Uted  at  the  bar,  that  the  Admiralty  had 
foond  it  necessary  to  issue  its  Warrant  to 
take  rear  admiral  Harvey  into  castody, 
in  order  to  stand  his  trial  before  a  Coort- 
Martial,  under  charges  of  a  breach  of  na- 
val discipline^  exhibitod  agai<»t  him  by 
lord  Gambier.  As  admiral  Harvey  was  a 
member  of  the  house,  it  had  been  thought 
a  mark  of  just  respect  to  state  the  circum- 
stance, and  lay  a  Copy  of  the  Warrant  on, 
theuble.— The  Speaker  ordered  the  War- 
rant to  be  delivered  in  at  the  table.— The 
clerk  read  the  Warranty  which  purported 
that  the  proper  o6icer  was  to  take  admiral 
Harvey  into  custody,  and  to  bring  him 
before  a  Court  Martial,  to  be  held  at 
Porumouth  on  Monday  ^e  1st  of  May 
next,  or  as  soon  after  aa  a  Court  Martial 
could  be  assembled,  to  answer  to  charges 
exhibited  against  him  by  lord  Gambier. 
It  also  intimated,  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  Admiralty  that  the  confine- 
ment of  admiral  Harvey  should  extend  any 
^rther  than  be  should  give  his  honour  to 
appear  before  the  court. 

[BoAao  OF  CoNTaouL.] — Mr.  Creewcy 
rose  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  copies 
of  the  Minutes  of  the  Treasury,  assign- 
ing an  Official  Residence  in  Downing- 
*trc.et  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Controul.  If  the  fact  was  true  that  such 
«  residence  had  been  assigned,  he  was 
prepared  to  contend  that  it  was  against 
law.  In  the  mean  time  he  should  content 
himself  with  moving  for  the  Minutes. — 
He  moved  accordingly. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Ewchequer  admitted 
the  fact,  and  stated  that  the  house  in  ques- 
tion had  been  in  the  occupation  of  sir 
Charles  Morgan,  the  late  Judge- Advocate, 
who  had  been  permitted  to  retain  it  after 
the  resignation  of  his  situation  till  the  time 
of  his  ^cath.    A  salsyry  of  500/.  a-yaar 


had  been  granted  to  bis  succanor  in  li«« 
of  the  house.  Whea  the  house  becams 
vacant,  it  was  thought  thai  it  waa  h»» 
possible  to  turn  it  to  batter  pwrfMiso 
than  to  assign  it  as  an  official  resideoea 
to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Coo-i 
trool,  as  an  additional  emoluBMsit  to  a 
moat  important  office,  the  duties  of  which 
were  very  inadequately  pasd.  lie  had  «• 
objection  however  to  the  production  ^  of 
whatever  papers  were  necessary  to  illoa* 
trate  this  transaction. — ^The  motion  vtm 
then  agreed  to.  r 

[VoTB  or  Thanks  to  thb  Captors  or 
MAaTiNictuB.]  Lord  Ctzs^iffr^y^  ro«e  pur* 
soant  to  his  notice  of  yesterday,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  merits  of  that 
part  of  the  army  and  navy  which  had  ef* 
footed  the  conquest  of  Maiiiniqiitt.  This  ha 
stated  was  not  the  irst  thue  that  the  gratis 
todo  of  parliament  had  been  expreased  to 
the  Conquerors  of  Martinique ;  and  that 
service  had  certainly  never  been  efiected 
in  a  manner  more  honaurable  in  ev^y 
pokfet  of  view,  to  those  who  had  been 
employed  in  it,  than  on  the  present 
occasion.  Whedier  the  house  regarded 
the  whole  course  of  proceeding,  or  |be 
shortness  of  the  time  in  which  the  conquest 
bad  been  accomplished,  the  service  mast 
be  considered  as  having  been  perforated  in 
a  way  that  called  for  the  best  ackbowledg* 
ments  of  parliament.  It  was  a  most  im« 
portuit  feature  in  this  transaction,  that  it 
had  not  interfored  with  other  services  ; 
that  it  had  been  accomplished  without  aa 
armament  from  Europe,  which  had  on 
former  occasions  been  required,  but  thsit 
the  ability  of  the  officers  abroad  had  beeft 
adequate  to  the  purpose  without  any  effiirt 
from  home.  It  was  a  proud  circumstance 
in  the  military  situation  of  the  country* 
that  this  conquost  had  been  etFected  in  the 
West  Indies,  while  50,000  men  were  em- 
ployed abroad  in  Europe.  The  time  waa 
so  short,  and  the  operations  were  all 
conducted  with  such  activity,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  look  at  the  whole  without 
admiration.  Throughout  the  whole  of 
the  business,  the  troops  had  displayed  sig* 
nal  instances  of  valour,  as  they  always  did 
when  opportunity  offered.  Bat  there  was 
another  feature  in  the  conduct  of  this  expe« 
dition,  which  was  highly  creditable  to 
those  who  had  the  management  of  it,  via. 
That  the  conauest  had  been  accomplished 
without  that  fnjury  to  the  health  of  the 
troops  which  had  usually  attended  West 
JMia  service.  Butao  caroful  had  the  offi* 
cers  been,  that    on     this    occasion  the 
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health  of  the  troops  had  been  as  perfect  as 
if  they  haci  never  moved  from  their  can- 
tonments; indeed,  as  perfect  as  if  the 
•ervice  had  been  effected  in  a  more  tempe- 
rate climate.  But  this  service  had  not  only 
been  accomplisiied  in  a  manner  the  most 
mericurious  in  a  military  point  of  view. 
It  had  been  equally  well  conducted  in 
every  other  light  in  which  it  could  be  re- 
garded. No  stipulation  had  been  admit- 
ted which  could  preclude  any  regulations 
which  his  majesty  misrht  see  fit  to  adopt 
with  re'tpect  to  the  island  ;  and  the  inhabi- 
tan's,  who  had  shewn  a  good-will  to  the 
Britnh  cause,  had  been  treated  with  every 
possible  kindness.  Every  thinar,  there- 
fore, proved  the  claim  of  the  officers  and 
troops  to  the  thanks  of  the  house,  in 
every  branch  of  the  service  the  utmost 
zea^  and  activity  had  been  displayed  ; 
and  the  two  services  had  acted  together 
with  thai  unanimity  and  cordiality  which 
was  the  surest  pledge  of  success.  He  con- 
cludt^d  by  moving  the  following  Resolu- 
tions : — 1.  "  That  the  thanks  of  the  house 
be  given  to.  lieut.  gen.  Geo**ge  Beckwith, 
for  his  able  and  gallant  conduct  in  effecting 
the  conquest  of  Martinique.  2.  That  the 
thanks  of  this  house  be  given  to  rear-admi- 
ral sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  k.  b.  for 
his  able  and  meritorious  direction  of 
the  naval  force  in  effecting  the  conquest  of 
Martinique.  3.  That  the  thanks  of  the 
house  be  given  to  lieut.  gen.  sir  G.  Prevost, 
to  gen.  Maitland,  &c.  &c.  for  their  gallant 
and  meritorious  services  in  effecting  the 
conquest  of  Martinique.  4.  That  the 
thanks  of  the  house  be  given  to  commo- 
dore Colburne,  the  captains  and  officers  of 
the  fleet,  fur  their  meritorious  conduct  in 
the  same  service.  3.  That  the  house  ac- 
knowledges the  zeal  and  good  conduct  of 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers 
in  effecting  the  conquest.  0.  That  the 
house  acknowledges  the  good  conduct  of 
the  sailors  and  marines  in  the  same  ser- 
vices.'^  All  these  Resolutions  were  agreed 
to  nem.  con. 

[Bankrupt  Laws  Bill.]  On  the  motion 
of  sir  Samuel  RomVlly,  the  house  went  into 
a  Committee  on  the  Bankrupt  Laws  bill. 

Mr.  Jacob  made  some  objections  to  the 
clause  respecting  the  appointment  of 
Assignees,^  tQ  which  he  proposed  making 
tome  amendments. 

Sir  Samuel  Romlly  said,  that  no  remedy 
was  at  present  proposed,  and  considering 
the  advanced  state  of  the  session,  and  the 
great  consideration  which  a  bill  of  this 
kind  required,  h«  could  not  consent  to  any 


m^J.^Lord  Foikestme's  Motion  far  a         [4S 

alteration.  The  remedy  of  the  hon.  gent, 
was  not  even  matured  ;  and  if  it  was,  he 
understood  it  was  intended  to  be  modelled 
on  a  plan  which  had  been  brought  into 
the  house  of  lords  last  session,  and  which 
had  been  thrown  out  there  on  account  of 
its  ineligibility. 

A  long  discussion  took  place  on  the 
wording  of  the  clause  for  empowering 
the  Commissioners  to  summon  the  As- 
signees, even  before  a  dividend,  to  deposit 
the  money  they  received  in  the  hands  of  a 
banker.  The  Clause  was  however  finally 
agreed  to  as  proposed,  without  any  amend- 
ment.— ^The  wording  of  the  next  Clause, 
for  allowing  sureties,  and  acceptors  of 
bills  who  should  pay  their  debcs  after  the 
Commission,  to  prove  under  the  Commis- 
sion produced  a  very  considerable  dis- 
cussion, and  an  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
— After  some  fiirther  clauses  were  gone 
through,  the  Chairman  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Mondaj/,  April  17. 
[Committee  to  TN'auiRE  into  Abuses* 
&.C.]  Lord  Folkestone,  on  the  order  of  the 
day  being  read  for  taking  into  further 
consideration  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  re- 
specting the  Conduct  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  rose.  He  said,  he  should  trouble 
the  house  only  with  a  few  words.  .  Indeed* 
he  thought  it  impossible  that  the  house 
should  not  see  the  nature  of  the  motion  he 
had  now  to  submit  to  them.  The  house 
would  recollect  that  in  the  course  of  the 
Inquiry  on  which  they  had  lately  been 
engaged,  other  matters  had  come  out  not 
immediately  affecting  the  Commander  in 
Chief.  It  was  obvious  from  the  evidence 
which  the  house  had  heard,  that  great 
abuses  prevailed  in  various  departments  of 
the  state.  He  did  not  allude  to  the  fact, 
that  it  had  come  out  that  improper  uses 
had  been  made  of  the  patronage  of  the 
East  India  Company,  which  had  given  rise 
to  an  Inquiry,  which  again  had  produced 
a  voluminous  Report,  crowded  with  in- 
stances of  the  abuse  of  the  patronage  of 
that  Company.  The  Evidence  adduced 
before  the  Committee,  also  proved  that 
abuses  existed  in  other  important  depart- 
ments or  the  state.  It  shewed  that  there 
were  a  certain  number  of  men  employed 
as  agents  in  the  disposal  of  offices  in  every 
department  of  the  state.  It  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  house  to  allow  such  a  scandal- 
ous practice  to  prevail  without  inquiry. 
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Such  inqairy  was  necessary,  in  order  not 
only  to  Danish  these  who  were  guilty  of 
the  practice,  but  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the 
evil.  Other  facts  likewise  came  out  as  to 
complaints  in  the  practice  of  the  army  ; 
that  the  Commissions  in  that  service  were 
disposed  of  by  brokers,  contrary  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
Another  abuse  was  also  disclosed  in  regard 
to  Levies,  of  which  an  i instance  was  before 
the  house  in  the  case  of  colonel  French's 
Levy.  Here  mal-practices  of  the  most 
serious  sort  had  been  exposed,  and  it  ap- 
peared from  the  evidence  of  the  person 
be^t  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
abuses,  that  the  most  minute  attention  was 
not  sufficient  to  prevent  them.  It  was 
impossible  therefore,  he  presumed  to  think, 
that  the  house  could  refuse  its  atte4Uion 
to  the  nature  and  abuses  of  those  other 
Levies.  When  his  lordship  gave  notice 
of  his  motion  on  this  subject,  he  did  so 
only  from  the  feeling  at' the  time  of  the 
fxistence,  from  what  the  house  had  heardj 
of  other  abuses  which  from  the  nature  of 
their  inquiry  they  were  then  precluded 
from  goin^  into.  Circumstances,  how- 
ever, had  since  occurred,  to  afford  great 
additional  reason  for  going  into  the  in- 
quiry for  which  it  was  now  his  object  to 
move.  The  evidence  adduced  before  the 
East  India  Committee,  he  thought  it  im- 
possible to  read  and  not  to  see  that  there 
were  other  abuses  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  sta'e,  and  that  these  abuses 
were  proceeding  to  a  great  extent.  On 
these  grounds  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
house  was-  called  on  to  institute  an  In- 
quiry into  these  points,  and  to  see  that  the 
abases  wer  e  remedied  wherever  they  should 
be  found  to  exist.  He  therefore  moved, 
"  That  a  Committed  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  existence  of  any  corrupt 
practices  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of 
Offices  in  any  department  of  the  state,  or 
any  agreement,  negociation,  or  bargain,  di- 
rect or  indirect,  for  the  sale  thereof;  and 
of  any  corrupt  practices  relative  to  the  pur- 
chase and  sale  of  Commissions  in  the  Army ; 
aud  also,  to  examine  into  the  terms  on 
^hich  Letters  of  Service  have  been  grant- 
ed for  raising  men  for  the  A'niy  by  way 
of  Levies,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
said  Levies  have  been  conducted  ;  and  to 
report  the  same,  as  it  shall  appear  to  them, 
to  the  house,  together  with  their  observa- 
tions thereupon ;  and  that  the  said  Com- 
mittee have  power  to  report  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence  taken  before  tnem>  aud  their  pro- 
ceedinj[»f?,  from  tim«  to  time,  to  the  house." 
Vol.  XIV. 


The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  lit 
iould  not  allow  the  pn-Mni  motion  to  be 
put  without  declarinii  his  opinion  that  it 
was  by  no  means  advisable  for  the  hou?o 
to  agree  to  it.  The  noble  lonl  cjronndcd 
his  motion  on  tlie  Evi.lt  iice  brought  be- 
fore the  Committee  appointcci  to  inquire 
into  the  Coinluct  of  the  Duke  of  York,  on 
these  two  ^'rounds,  that  by  farther  inquiry 
other  individuals  mi^ht  be  found  out  who 
might  be  brought  to  ccnsirc  or  punish- 
ment; and  thatsoch  inquiry  would  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  similar  abuses  in  time 
to  come.  The  noble  lord  seemed  to  think 
a  general  inquiry  necessary  without  anv 
specific  grounds  of  charge  being  assigned. 
Now,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  such  inquiry 
could  not  go  to  an  investigation  into  ihe 
conduct  of  every  individual  who  mi'^ht 
have  by  chance  been  concerned  in  the  dis- 
posal of  any  ollices.  There  might  be  a  va- 
*  riety  of  instances  in  which  persons  might 
have  erected  themselves  into  a  sort  of 
agency  concern,  misrepresenting  them- 
selves to  be  authorised  by  this  person  and 
the  other  who  had  power  to  dispose  of 
offices,  while  with  such  persons  they  had 
no  concern ;  and  in  this  manner  might  pro- 
cure money  under  the  pretence  of  using 
their  interest  with  the  person  who  had  tlu* 
actual  power  of  disposing  of  the  office  in 
question,  while  of  this  proceeding  the  per- 
son having  the  gift  of  the  office  was  utterly 
ignorant,  it  might  also  happen,  that  the 
person  who  had  the  power  of  disposing  of 
an  office  might,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.Thel* 
lusson,  give  it  to  a  near  relation  or  friend  ia 
whom  he  had  confidence,  but  which  might 
be  abused.  If  the  Committee  were  to  in- 
stitute inquiries  of  this  kind,  they  would  be 
investigating  what  they  h^d  no  right  to 
punish.  Any  farther  inquiry,  therefore,* 
he  submitted,  was  not  desirable.  He  a -k- 
ed,  was  it  convenient  or  politic  to  set  on 
foot  an  inquiry  into  all  abuses  that  might 
or  might  not  have  happened^  for  the  sr.k;? 
of  keeping  the  public  mind  in  a  ferment  ? 
(A  laugh.)  Gentlemen  might  laugh.  He 
was  satisfied  that  there  were,  on  the  other 
side,  gentlemen  who  would  not  agree  with 
him  in  this  opinion.  He  believed  that  these 
gentlemen,  from  no  improper  feeling  what- 
ever, were  of  opinion  that  nothing  was  to 
be  apprehended  from  the  keeping  alive 
this  spirit  among  the  people.  He  therefor* 
was  not  surprised  that  they  should  diffci^ 
from  him.  J^ut,  he  had  stated  what  he  be^ 
lieved,  that  there  was  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  there  were  such  abuses  to  b* 
detected  as  those  which  the  ooblt:  Ivfd 
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But  much  as  we  know,  I  must  be  allowed 
to  question  the  possibility  of  his  framing 
•mr.Bill  on  this  subject,  which  shall  be. 
cfftclual  in  its  provisions,  unless  we  shall 
first  be  informed  of  much  more  than  has 
liitherto  come  to  our  knowledge.  And 
here  I  conceive  the  argument  which  was 
made  use  of  by  the  noble  lord,  to  be  un- 
answerable, flow  can  you  tell,  says  he, 
in  what  manner  to  frame  a  Bill  to  prevent 
the  repetition  of  abuses,  the  nature  and 
fill  extent  of  which  are  yet  undiscovered  ? 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
toldusthat  before  the  investigation  which 
has  occupied  so  much  of  our  time  and  at- 
tention, h;*  was  inlbimed  of  certain  nui- 
sances in  Ihecily.  He  had  heard  of  the 
oflice  of  Messrs.  Pollman  and  Keylock, 
who  were  able  to  dispose  of  an  exten.^ive 
patronage,   for  the    most  corrupt   of  all 

,  things,*  nmney,  the  f^i'SLwd  source  and  me- 
dium of  all  corruption.  Now  when  the 
existence  of  that  ofifice  was  first  mentioned 
in  this  house,  it  was  received  with  univer- 
«ai  levity,  it  was  laughed  at  on  all  sides  of 
the  hou^e.  But  the  right  hon.  gent,  on 
that  occasion,  so  far  from  betraying  the 
least  consciousness  of  the  existence  of 
any  such  office,  did  not  even  countenance 
the  possibility  that  the  representation 
which  was  then  made  could  have  the 
slightest  foundation ;  and  he  laughed, 
with  the  rest,  at  astateinent  which  was  so 
generally  received  as  improbable.  That 
these  gents.  Messrs.  Pollman  and  Key- 
lock, had  carried  on  this  sale  of,  patro- 
nage for  years,  was  \ery  well  known; 
and  no  attempt  was  made  to  put  a  stop  to 

'  practices  so  nefarious,  no  inquiry  was 
ever  instituted  ;  till  at  length,  when  the 
investigation  took  place,  it  suggested  it- 
self, to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  put  a 
stop  to  that  species  of  traffic,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  his  promised  bill.  Now  will 
any  gentleman  pretend  to  say,  that  these 
riegociators  of  patronage  may  not,  some- 
where or  other,  have  connections  either 
in  the  army,  or  the  navy,  or  in  the  civil 
departments  of  the  state  ;  for  their  nego- 
ciations  it  seems  were  almost  univer<?al, 
which  it  is  highly  desirable  for  this  house  to 
know.  When  it  is  considered  what  facts 
have  come  to  light  with  respect  to  East 
India  patronage,  when  we  reflect  on  the 
yiames  that  have  come  out  on  the  inquiry 
into  that'subject — can  the  right  hon.  gent. 

,  affect  surprize  that  the  public  mind  should 
be  in  a  slate  of  ferment  ?  The  public  are 
alarmed,  sir,  at  the  discoveries  that  have 
been  mide  j  and  unless  w^  shew  them  by 


our  proceedings  that  every  thing  will  be 
investigated  ;  that  every  delinquency 
will  be  drasfged  forth  to  public  view  and 
punished,  if  not  by  the  immediate  sen- 
tence of  the  law,  by  the  censure  and 
contempt  of  this  house,  a  punishment  ex- 
ceeding perhaps  any  which  the  law  can 
inflict;  I  say,  unless  we  convince  the 
public  of  our  sincerity  in  the  pursuit  and 
prosecution  of  corruption,  it  is  wholly  un- 
reasonable, nay  absurd,  to  expect  that  the 
popular  ferment  of  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  has  so  pathetically  complained, 
should  subside.  But  above  all,  to  endea- 
vour to  shelter  or  screen  delinquencies,  by 
precluding  inquiry,  on  the  ground  of  the 
too  great  generality  of  the  motion  of  the 
noble  lord,  is  a  procedure  which  I  do 
assert  to  be  pregnant  with  the  most  immi- 
nent danger.  I  do  not  deny  that  the  m6- 
tion  might  have  been  in  terras  more  defi- 
nite, and  more  specific  ;  but  I  solemnly 
declare,  that  I  do  not  see  any  thing  in  the 
nature  or  expressions  of  the  motion  which 
can  form  any  reason  why  I  should  vote 
against  it.  It  is  alledged,  that  the  power 
to  be  granted  to  a  committee,  if  this  mo- 
tion should  be  agreed  to,  is  indefinite,  and 
greatly  too  extensive.  But  I  would  ask, 
is  it  not  in  our  power  to  make  a  selection 
from  amongst  the  members  of  this  house, 
of  men  deserving  of  our  confidence,  to 
sit  on  that  committee  ?  Can  we  not  change, 
and  even  dissolve  that  committee  at  our 
pleasure  ?  Sir,  I  do  think  that  twenty-one 
persons  may  be  found  in  this  house,  to 
whom  this  general  power  may  with  great 
safety  be  delegated,  even  admitting  the 
extent  of  such  power  to  be  of  importance 
fully  commensurate  with  what  has  been 
stated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Such  a  power  vested  in  a  committee  could 
never  be  attended  with  the  slightest  dan- 
ger, or  even  inconvenience,  being  at  all 
times  under  our  immediate  controul,  and 
revukable  the  moment  that  an  inconveni- 
ence, or  even  apprehension  was  felt,  from 
the  manner  in  which  it  might  be  exercised. 
I  cannot  but  think  that  my  noble  friend 
(lord  Henry  Petty)  has  taken  a  wrong 
view  of  the  subject : — such  a  committee 
would  not  be  furnished  with  the  power  ot 
accusation  ;  the  members  of  that  commit- 
tee would  not  become  the  public  accu- 
sers ;  their  province  would  be  simply  to 
investigate ;  and  having  investigated,  to 
report,  where  thoy  should  see  occasion, 
matter  of  accusation,  subject  to  the  con- 
sideration and  decision  of  the  house  of  • 
commons.    For  my  own  part,  1  mu«t  sin«» 
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cerely  wish  that  I   could  feel    a   doubt, 
whether  matter  of  accusation  \Yould  proba- 
bly De  found  by  such  a  committee;  but  I 
deeply  lament  the  necessity  1  am  under  of 
stating  my  firm  belief,  that  there  would  be 
found  much  matter  and   strong  ground  for 
accusation,  in  instances  almost  innumera- 
ble ;  and  1  greatly  fear,  that  on  a  general 
iDTestigation,  practices  of  a  nature  most 
corrupt,  would  be  found  to  exist  in  depart- 
ments where   their  existence  cannot  even 
have  been  dreamt  of  by  the  public.     Sir, 
I  will  venture  to  assert,   that  by  such  an 
inquiry,   practices  would   be  brought  to 
light,  the   exposure    and    punishment   of 
which  are  the  only  means  by  which  you 
can  continue   a  safe  government,  such  as 
you  now  are.     My  noble  friend  has  re- 
minded us  of  two  special  instanc^ies  of  gene- 
ral   inquiry,    from    which   no   bencticial 
effects  were  found  to  result.     But  there  is 
a  question  which,  determine  as  we  may, 
the  public  will  very  naturally  ask;  and 
that  is,  whether  in  the  progress  of  those 
inquiries,  when  the  committees  touched  on 
jome  fact  of  magnitude,  so  great  that  it 
ought  to  have  been  exposed,  and  laid  bare 
to  the   view  of  an  expecting  and  indig- 
nant public  ;  they  will,  I  say,   naturally 
ask,  whether  the  committees  did  not  on 
those  occasions  blink  the  question  ?    If,  sir, 
those   committees  neglected  to   do  their 
duty,  I  cannot  hold  that  to  be  an  argu- 
ment why  we  should  shrink  from  the  per- 
formance of  that  duty  which  we  owe  to  the 
people,  by  whom  we  are,  or  ought  to  be, 
lent  into  this  house.    There  is,  I  adroit,  a 
.  very  powerful  reason  for  minute  caution  in 
scrutinizing  the  qualities  of  those  whom 
we  may  appointon  that  committee ;  but 
whatever  danger  may  be  apprehended  by 
the  appointment  of  such  a  committee,  and 
with   such   general  powers,   and    which 
committee  seems  to  be  so  greatly  the  ob- 
ject of  terror,  it  is  my  firm  conviction  that 
the  refusal  or  hesitation  of  this  house  to 
grant  and  even  promote  a  general  inquiry 
into    those   abuses,   of   the   existence  of 
which  the  people  are  impressed  with  so 
firm  a  conviction,  will  be  attended  with 
danger  paramount  to  any  that  can  be  sug- 
gested by  the  apprehensions  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  oppose  the  motion  of  the  no- 
ble lord.     Whatever  may  be  the  extent 
Af  their  apprehension^  of  danger,  I  cannot 
but    think  that  an  investigation  of   the 
abases  existing,  or  which  are  sus|f)ected  to 
have  existed,  is  of  the  highest  importance 
to  the  welfare   and   tranquillity   of   the 
tfOQntry  ;  aiid  it  is  my  unqualiiietl  opinion. 


that  nothing  can  so  certainly  allay  the* 
r^irment  which  has  been  raised  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  as  that  the  true  co- 
lour of  every  transaction,  whether  black 
or  white,  should  be'  displayed.  If  black, 
let  exposure  and  punishment  follow  ;  if 
white,  let  us  have  the  satisfaction  of  dis- 
playing to  the  nation  the  purity  and  inno- 
cence of  those  into  whose  conduct  inquiry 
has  been  instituted.  With  these  views, 
and  for  these  reasons,  I  shall  certainly 
support  by  my  vote  the  motion  of  the  no- 
ble lord. 

Mr.  Tierner/  remarked,  that  the  house 
had  certainly  something  to  complain  of 
with  respect  to  the  proceeding  of  the  bo- 
ble  lord,  who  had  not  given  a  notice  of  that 
specific  nature  which  the  magnitude  of 
the  case  required;  For  if  he  had  been 
asked  even  ten  minutes  before  he  came 
into  the  house,  what  the  nature  of  the  no- 
ble lord's  motion  was,  he  would  have  said 
that  the  object  was,  leaving  the  duke  of 
York  out  of  the  question,  to  refer  some 
collateral  points  in  the  Evidence  to  a 
committee,  to  determine  what  further  pro- 
ceeding ought  to  be  had  on  the  evidence 
there  stated.  He  did  not  think  it  altoge- 
ther fair  to  come  up^n  the  house  all  of  a 
sudden  with  one  of  the  most  important 
steps  that  could  possibly  be  suggested, 
considering  the  ferment  into  which  the 
public  mind  had  been  ^hrouTi.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  motion  was  no  less  than  to  ar- 
raign the  whole  system  of  the  government 
of  the  country  through  all  its  department* 
(Hear!  hear!  from  the  ministerial 
benches).  He  did  not  think  that  a  motion 
of  this  vague  and  general  complexion 
ought  to  be  entertained.  He  admitted, 
that  where  a-  specific  case  was  stated,  it 
would  be  disgraceful  to  the  house  to  blink 
it;  but  while  the  house  attended,  as  it 
was  bound  to  do,  to  the  interests  of  the 
people,  it  would  always  recollect  tRat  it 
owed  something  to  the  government  of  the 
country  (Hear!  hear!).  Was  this  a 
mode  of  proceeding  which  any  one^  would 
venture  to  propose  with  regard  to  an  indi- 
vidual ?  If  not,  why  should  a  different 
principle  be  entertained  with  respect  to 
the  government  ?  The  noble  lord,  he  sup- 
posed, had  some '  cases  in  contemplation, 
for  he  could  not  imagine  that  he  would 
propose  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
without  having  something  to  lay  before 
them.  -But  why  did  he  not  tell  the  house 
what  these  cases  were  ?  He  conceived  it 
to  be  impossible  to  accede  to  a  motion  put 
in  those  general  terms,  embodying  suspi- 
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cioB,  as  it  were,  against  the  whole  of  the 
goverameiU  of  the  country.     He  diflered 
from  the  gentlemtn  opposite  in  many  im- 
portant political  subjects^  but  neither  with 
respect  to  them^  nor  with  respect  to  any 
man  could  he  agree  to  this  vague  $ort  of 
motion*     He  himself  had  been  in  ofBge  \ 
h«  knew  the  respon:)ibility  attached  to  tl^ 
situation,  and  was  ready  to  meet  any  ac- 
cusation if  fairly  slated.     But  this  motion 
extended  back — how  far  nobody  knew  ; 
and  was  calculated  to  put  all  those,  wLu, 
for  a  great  number  of  years  past,    had 
been  employed  in  pubUc  situations  upon 
their  trial ;  many  of  whom  were  preclud- 
^'d,  in  the  course  of  nature,  from  giving 
those  explanation's  that  might  be  ueces- 
iaiy  to  defend  themaelves  against  charges, 
or  to  prevent  suspicion.     He  did  not  wish 
to  throw  a  veil  over  delinquency ;  all  he 
ivished  was  that  the  delinquency  and  the 
naiure  of  the  evidence  should  be  stated  ; 
that   the  charges  should   be  specificajly 
mentioned,    and    the   individuals  named 
against  whom  they  were  to  be  preferred, 
am  then  the  house  would  consider  whe- 
ther the  motion  was  such  as  ought  to  be 
entertained.     Even  on  the  ground  of  pre- 
cedent be  did  not  think  that  this  nas  a 
proper  mode  of  proceeding.      His  ban. 
firiend  (Mr.  Whitblread)  had  said,  that  the 
housft  might  watch  over  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee.     But  the  noiwe  could 
not  know  what  ttic  committee  was  about 
till  they  reported.     He  gave  the  noble 
lord  credit  for  the  most  honest  and  uf^ight 
intentions ;    and  after  what  had  come  to 
light,  he  could  bbme  none  for  being  de- 
sirous of  inquiry  ;  but  the  house  ought  not 
lo  depart  from  the  oi'dinary  grounds  of  its 
proceedings.     The  motion  assumed  that 
the  government  was  corruf>t  through  all 
i(ts  departments,  and  this  without  pretend- 
ing t6  state  any  evidence    (Heai* !  hear !). 
Even  in  the  abuses  that  had  been  found 
to  have  been  carried  on  in  the  patronage 
of  the  East  India  Company,  there  was  no- 
thing diat  related  to  the  public  govern- 
jnent  of  that  department.     The  abuses  at 
most  reached  oaly  to  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, who  were  governed  by  a  separate 
law ;    and  he  was  even  surprised  that  a 
compiittee  on  the  abuses  in  the  patronage 
of  the  Directors  had  bee  a  granted.    These 
abuses  were  of  a  description  amenable  to 
law,  and  to  this  they  ought  to  hav^  been 
turned  over.     If  any  abuse  had  been  dis- 
co3Fered  to  have  existed  in  the  public  go- 
.verament  of   the  East  India  Company, 
that,  aa  doubt,  would  have  been  a  peoper 


subject  of  parliamentary  inquiry.  In  the 
Minutes  of  Evidence,  the  existei^ce  of 
abuses  at  the  Horse  Guards  had  been  mads 
out ;  but  this  was  the  only  point  of  which 
the  noble  lord  proposed  to  keep  clear. 
His  motiou  went  to  impute  corrupt  prac- 
tices to  the  admiralty,  and  every  other  de- 
partment of  the  government,  without  thtt 
shadow  <if  evidence ;  and  all  were  to  bo- 
put  upon  their  trial  without  any  specific 
charge !  He  hoped  the  noble  lord  would 
withdraw  his  motion,  and  put  it  in  a  ditie- 
rent  shape.  He  did  not  wish  to  protect 
delinquency,  but  he  could  not  consent  to 
put  the  whole  government  on  its  trial 
without  specific  charge  alledged.  The 
motion,  he  thought,  could  scarcely  have 
been  brought  forward  with  any  hopes  of 
its  being  carried.  The  nobk  lord  must 
have  something  m  his  mind  to  lay  before 
the  committee ;  of  which,  as  the  mover^ 
he  would  be  a  leading  member.  All  he 
asked  of  the  noble  lord  was,  to  state  what 
that  was.  Doubts  were  certainly  enter- 
tained of  the  pMrity  of  some  parts  of  the 
govei^nment.  Public  opinion  was  strongly 
excited  on  the  subject  of  these  abuses. 
But,  however  anxious  he  might  be  to  ex- 
pose corrupt  practices,  and  to  punish  the 
delinquents,  no  popular  cry  should  make 
him  vote  for  a  motion  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Brand  rose  to  give  a  brief  statement 
of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  found  him- 
self compelled  to  dissent  from  the  motion 
of  the  noble  lord.  He  differed  firom  him 
merely  as  to  the  mode  of  inquiry.  The 
motion  was  so  worded,  its  generality  was 
of  such  a  nature,  that  nothing  like  it  was 
to  be  found  in  the  history  of  parliament. 
He  agreed  with  those  who  thought  it  more 
satisfactory  that  the  cases  which  the  noble 
lord  had  in  contemplation  should  be 
stated  to  the  house  before  they  appointed 
the  committee,  that  they  might  be  aware 
of  the  nature  of  the  reference  to  be  made 
to  the  committee.  As  no  specific  charges 
were  stated,  he  thought  the  motion  very 
objectionable,,  and  he  felt  it  his  duty,  bow^ 
ever  reluctantly,  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Lttkbridge  observed,  that  he  bad 
come  to  the  house  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  noble  lord's  motion,  under  the  im-* 
pressien  that  ho  meant  to  alledge  specific 
charges  agaii^t  particular  individuals.  He 
was  anxious  to  do  so,  both  upon  the  j«s- 
ttce  of  the  case,  and  from  the  knowl^l^ 
wkkh  every  one  must  have  of  the  suspi- 
cions prevailing  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  were  calling  loudly  iot  inquiry. 
But  fiadini^  that  tbft  notion  of  tb«  noble 
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lord  was  Hot  such  as  he  imagined  it  would 
hare  been ;  finding  that  it  was  one  of  a 
general  nature,  and  that  its  tendency  was 
to  pat  whole  departments  upon  trial  with- 
out any  specific  charges  of  delinquency 
stated, ,  he  could  not  concur  in  the  mo- 
tion.— He  felt  himself  bound  to  dissent 
from  it  in  its  present  shape,  and  he  would 
wait  till  either  the  noble  lord,  or  some 
one  as  well  able  as  he  was,  or  better,  catne 
prepared  to  state  particular  charges  against 
particular  individuals. 

Mr.  PoHsmhif,  Sir ;  I  hope  that  I  shall 
not  be  accused  of  wishing  to  protect  abuses, 
for  there  is  no  -man  in  this  house,  not 
even  the  noble  lord  himself,  more  anxious 
to  promote  the  punishment  of  corruption 
and  abuses,  wherever  they  can  be  proved 
to  have  existed,  than  myself.  But  I  cer- 
taialy  will  not  agree  to  the  adoption  of 
the  noble  lord,  because  he  takes  for  grant- 
ed the  existence  of  abuses  in  every  branch 
and  department  of  the  government,  with- 
out any  proof  whatever  on  the  ^subject. 
The  noble  lord  might  with  great  facility 
have  obtained  his  object  by  proposing 
other  means  than  this  motion  for  a  Com- 
mittee of  General  Inquiry.  If  he  had  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  an  hoji.  gent, 
(colonel  Wardle)  he  might,  by  adhering 
to  that  line  of  proceeding:,  have  obtained 
the  most  ample  redress  that  he  can  wish 
or  desire.  In  the  motion  brought  forward 
by  that  hon.  gent.,  a  specific  ground  was 
itated,  on  which  he  meant  to  found  the 
charges  against  the  Ihike  of  York.  On 
that  ground ,  so  specifically  stated,  and  on 
the  statement  of  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
which  he  meant  to  adduce  in  support  of 
his  charges,  the  house  of  commons  sup- 
ported his  proposition,  and  a  committee 
was  accordingly  appointed,  in  conformity 
to  his  wishes  and  request.  But  I  do  not 
believe  that  theire  ever  was  an  instance  in 
which  powers  so  unlimited  and  indefinite 
have  been  entrusted  to  a  committee,  mere- 
ly because  allegations  have  been  made, 
and  examinations  taken  on  other  matters 
tending  to  charge  Corruption,  out  of 
which  It  ia  supposed  that  some  freSh  mat- 
ter may  arise.  It  cannot  even  be  suppos- 
ed that  the  bouse  of  commons,  on  such 
grounds  only,  will  adopt  a  resolution 
which  tends  in  fact  and  in  substance  to 
criminate  every  man  in  every  department 
of  the  state.  I  find  it  impossible,  on  the 
occasion  of  so  extraordinary  a  proposition, 
to  content  myself  with  a  silent  vote,  and 
jnore  es[»ecially  \\hen  I  see  a  disposition 
m  som^  persons  not  in   the  house,    to 


charge  every  public  man  in  the  kingdon^ 
with  corruption.  I1iis  is  a  charge  of  a 
most  serious  nature;  and  particularly 
when  it  is  considered  how  readily  and 
with  what  avidity  every  thing  that  is 
charged  against  this  house  is  received  out 
of  doors.  The  people  are  even  industri- 
ously told  in  some  places  that  there  is  no 
distinction  whatever  in  this  house,  that  w# 
are  all  knaves  and  rogues  alik4  (Heart 
hear!  hear!);  that  it  does  not  signify  in 
what  hands  the  government  is  placed ;  for, 
provided  they  are  parliamentary,  tht 
country  can  expect  nothing  but  corrup* 
tion  (Hear!  hear!  hear! J.  These,  Sir, 
are  m^st  foul,  impudent,  barefeced,  and 
infamous  calumnies ;  for,  I  vrill  venture  tfl 
maintain.,  that  there  are  in  this  house,  men 
as  honest,  as  upright,  at  uncorrupt,  and 
possessing  as  great  integrity  as  those  who 
make  these  gross  and  unfounded  charges. 
And,  be  he  who  he  may,  I  do  assert  and 
maintain,  that  he  is  not  an  honester  pub- 
lic man  than  I  am,  nor  do  1  see  the  small- 
est reason  why  J,  or  any  other  member 
of  this  house,  should  hesitate  fi)r  one  mo- 
ment, to  repel  this  unmerited  and  general 
stigma.  My  conduct  has  already  proved, 
in  numerous  instances,  that  in  all  matters 
of  public  economy  and  reformation  of 
abuses,  I  am  disposed  to  go  as  far  in  tht 
protection  of  the  people  against  extrava* 
gance  and  abuse  as  any  man  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  I  am  still  disposed  to  perse  vert 
in  that  conduct,  which  I  conceive  to  b% 
only  a  fkithfial  discharge  of  my  duty  te 
the  public.  But  to  the  motion  now  befom 
the  house  I  cannot  agree. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Hutchinson  could  not  content 
himself  with  a  silent  vote  on  a  motion  of 
this  Importance.  He  would  support  th* 
motion  of  the  noble  lord,  and  would  briefly 
state  his  reasons.  He  considered  Ihb  as  a 
most  awful  moment :  he  did  not  attribuhi 
improper  motives  to  any  man,  but  he  had 
unfortunately  long  been  of  opinion  that 
the  system  upon  which  the  government  had 
for  some  time  acted,  was  not  such  as  ought 
to  be  continued — and  had  the  further  mis- 
fortune to  concur  with  many  othera,  who 
thought  that  if  it  was  continued  the  most 
calamitous  consequences  might  ensue  with^ 
in  a  period,  up  to  which,  those  in  that 
house,  who  were  not  very  old,  might  live. 
Therefore,  great  as  was  the  inconvenience 
of  granting  those  unlimited  powers,  which 
it  was  proposed  to  vest  in  this  cothmittee, 
he  must,  without  any  prejudice  or  partiali- 
ty ^  to  this  or  that  government,  vote  for 
the  noblt  lord't  motioii.    Cousidenng  tb% 
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times,  considering  the  state  of  public  opi- 
nion, he  thought  that  the  invesligation, 
however  inconvenient,  ought  not  to  stifled. 
He  took  it  for  granted,  that  the  noble  lord 
was  prepared  to  bring  some  points  before 
the  committee  as  soon  as  it  was  constituted ; 
and  he  could  conceive  that  he  might  have 
some  very  rational  reasons  for  not  ch using 
to  mention  them  at  present.  Understand- 
ing the  motion  to  be  directed  not  particu- 
larly against  the  existing  government  or 
any  other,  but  generally  against  abuses, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  support  it.  He  ve- 
nerated the  antient  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try, and  no  better  proof  could  be  given  of 
that  veneration  than  to  strike  at  the 
-abuses  which  had  crept  into  them  and 
threatened  their  d  est  rue  lion.'  The  great 
object  was  to  root  out  the  system  of  cor- 
ruption and  abuse,  and  believing  this  to  be 
the  design  of  the  noble  lord's  motion,  and 
conceiving  it,  notwithstanding  its  inconve- 
uiencies,  to  be  well  calculated  for  that  pur- 
pose, he  could  not  refuse  to  give  it  all  the 
support  in  his  power. 

Mr.  PamdL — Sir ;  the  rlfi;ht  hon.  gent, 
below  me,  who  made  the  charge  against 
the  noble  lord,  of  not  having  stated  in  his 
notice  the  nature  of  his  intended  motion, 
can  certainly  not  support  that  charge  ;  for 
the  noble  lord  did  in  his  notice  distinctly 
state,  in  substance,  the  nature  of  his  mo- 
tion ;  and  that,  too,  in  terms  sufficiently 
.explanatory  to  authorize  him  in  bringing 
it  forward  in  its  present  shape.  Sir,  1  can- 
not agree  with  those  gentlemen  who  ob- 
ject to  the  adoption  of  this  motion,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  of  too  general  and  indefi- 
nite a  nature.  The  objects  which  are  in- 
tended to  be  included  in  the  inquiry  are 
three  ;  and  they  are  certainly  specifical- 
ly stated.  The  first  applies  to  the  mode 
tliat  was  adopted  of  augmenting  the  army 
at  the  time  of  colonel  French's  levy  being 
on  foot  I  the  next,  to  the  illicit  purchase 
and  sale  of  commissions  in  the  army;  and 
the  third,  to  the  infamous  traffick  in  the 
disposal  of  phces  in  various  departments 
of  the  State.  The  powers  demanded  for 
this  Committee  are  therefore  by  no  means 
of  that  general  nature  which  has  been  as- 
serted. It  has  been  said  that  the  Commit- 
tee would  have  an  object  of  inquiry  to 
seek,  as  their  labours  would  commence 
without  having  one  before  them  But  this 
I  deny ;  for  here  are  three  specific  objects, 
every  one  of  which  is  specifically  named, 
to  which  the  inquiries  of  the  Committee 
are  proposed  to  be  directed.  I  make 
these  observatipns  with  a  vi«w  of  shewing 


that  no  such  charge  as  that  which  has 
been  brought  against  the  motion  can  be 
supported.  But,  were  the  motion  more 
general  even  than  it  is,  I  for  one,  should 
certaiaiy  vote  for  it.  It  is  impossible  to 
have  sat  in  this  house,  and  have  heard 
what  has  passed  here,  and  to  have  read  so 
much  of  what  has  passed  elsewhere,  with- 
out entertaining  a  strong  suspicion  of  the 
existence  of  numerous,  crying,  and  noto- 
rious abuses  in  various  offices  and  depart- 
ments; an  inquiry  into  which,  it  is  my 
opinion,  is  imperiously  demanded. 

Mr.  C  Wynn  observed,  that  if  he  un- 
derstood the  motion  corcectly,  it  went  to 
an  inquiry  into  all  corrupt  practices  and 
abuses,  without  any  restriction  as  to  time, 
place,  or  circumstance.  All  abuses,  at 
whatever  distance  of  time,  whether  those 
concerned  were  dead  or  alive,  might  be 
brought  before  this  committee,  though 
those  who  might  be  able  to  explain  or  de- 
fend, might  be  in  their  graves.  To  such 
a  motion  he  could  not  accede.  The  want 
of  limitation,  as  to  time,  was  a  strong  ob- 
jection ;  but  he  fully  agreed  with  the  no- 
ble lord  below  (lord  H.  Petty),  that  it  was 
improper  to  delegate  to  any  committee 
that  discretionary  inquisitorial  power, 
which  belonged  to  the  house  itself.  On 
every  case  brought  before  the  house,  it 
was  customary  to  act  from  considerations 
of  prudence,  as  well  as  with  a  view  to  ab- 
stract justice.  In  the  first  place,  the  house 
ought  to  be  enabled  to  decide,  whether  the 
case  was  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  call  for 
inquiry;  and,  secondly^  whether  the  evi- 
dence stated  was  sufficient,  if  actually  pro- 
duced, to  bring  home  the  charge  to  the  ac- 
cused. He  had  heard  that  there  might  be 
cases  brought  forward,  which  had  taken 
place  in  Ireland  previous  to  the  Union ; 
cases  which  might  affect  lord  Cornwallis 
and  Mr.  Pitt,  who  were  in  their  graves. 
He  was  ready  to  say,  that  the  greatest  in- 
conveniences would  result  from  this.  In 
short,  there  was  no  case,  at  whatever  dis- 
tance of  time  it  might  have  occurred, 
which  a  committee,  constituted  as  the  no- 
ble lord  proposed,  could  refuse  to  enterr 
tain.  Such  a  motion  could  not  be  acceded 
to,  and  it  had  his  decided  opposition. 

Mr.  Thomas  Foley  did  not  conceive  that 
there  was  any  weight  in  the  argument  as 
to  the  suspicion  which  the  motion  was 
said  to  cast  upon  all  the  departments  of 
government.  An  inquiry  would  be  the 
most  eflc  ctual  way  to  do  away  those  suspi* 
cions,  if  they  turned  out  to  be  unfounded. 
That  there  was  a  strong  suspicion  in  the 
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pttblic  mind  could  not  be  doubted.  If 
that  suspicion  w^s  not  fouaded  in  fact> 
those  who  labour«;d  uikler  it  ought  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  clearmg  themselves. 
But  if,  on  the  contrary,  crying  abuses 
actually  existed,  inqiiiry  was  necessary  to 
expose  tlioae  abuses,  and  to  prevent  their 
recurrence.  In  every  view,  therefore,  be 
was  convinced  of  tbe  propriety,  of  the  ne- 
cessity, of  inquiry^  and  would  certainly 
vote  for  tbe  motion. 

Sir  Jokn  Anstnuher  objected  to  the  mo- 
tion on  account  of  ils  generality,  and  its 
assQBBing  as  a  fact,  .that  there  existed 
abuses  in  all  the  departments  of  the  state, 
in  proof  of  which  there  was  not  a  tittle 
of  evidence.  But  the  hon.  gent,  behind 
him  (Mr.  Hutchinson)  yi^xA  farther,  for 
he  said,  that  the  general  system  of  the  go- 
veroment  was  such  as  ought  not  to  be  con- 
tinued. The  house  of  commons  was  part 
of  tjiat  system,  and  he,  therefore,  now  call- 
ed upon  tbe  house  of  commons  to  try  it- 
self. A  gentleman  under  the  gallery  had 
said,  that  it  was  right  to  suspect  persons  in 
office  :  What  right  had  ne  to  suspect 
them  ?  If  he  had  any  facts  to  produce,  lei 
him  state  them ;  but  if  be  had  no  facts  to 
state,  tbfsn  he  bad  no  right  to  suspect.  As 
to  the  inadmissibility  of  the  motion,  be 
thought  there  couid^  be  no  doubt  upon  that 
point.  It  went  to  inquire  inito  one  did  not 
know  what,  and  was  utterly  incompatible 
with  s^y  practical  plan  of  conducting  bu- 
siness. If  particular  facts  were  stated,  it 
might  be  fair  and  reasonable  to  investi- 
gate ;  but  at  the  same  time  lie  could  not 
listen  to  vague  and  loose  stories  even 
against  indiylduals.  The  proper  plan  was 
to  send  them  to  the  Attorney-General, 
and  not  to  place  the  justice  of  the  country 
in  the  worst  possible  hands;  not  only  in 
the  hands  of  the  house  of  commons,  but 
what  was  still  worse,  in  those  of  its  Com- 
mittees. 

,  Mr.  P.  Moore  hoped  the  noble  lord 
would  receive  back  his  motion,  and  bring 
forward  some  specific  case.  He  under- 
stood, that  his  motion  was  to  be  of  the  na- 
ture described  by  his  right  hon,  friend  next 
to  him  (Mr.  Tierney),  that  it  would  relate 
solely  to  scunie  collateral  matter  arising  o«t 
of  x)m  investigation  of  the  charges  against 
the  Duke  «rir  York.  If  the  noble  lord  had 
read  the  l^ghth  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Military  Inquiry,  it  was  strange 
that  he  should  have  mentioned  French's 
levy  only  as  a  subject  of  investigation.  He 
might  have  found  in  that  Eeport,  that  there 
were  no  less  than  twenty-ooe  auQb  levies . 
Vol.  XIV. 


It  would  have  been  well  worth  his  while  to 
investigate  into  the  manner  in  which  these 
levies  were  obtained,  how  conducted,  and 
the  result  with  which  they  were  attended. 
He  would  find  that  no  less  than  500,000/. 
of  the  public  money  had  been  lavished  ia 
this  way,  and  that  the  produce  of  men  had 
failed  almost  in  every  instance.  Tbe  e^fa- 
miaation  had  only  yet  proceeded  as  far  as 
21 1,000/.  of  this"^  expenditure,  and  it  was 
discovered  that  of  this  sum  no  less  than 
96,000/.  had  been  drawn  by  fraud  and  im- 
position. There  was  matter  sufHcient  in 
these  to  have  attbrded  a  Committee  em- 
ployment for  the  rest  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  that  consi- 
dering the  impression  which  the  notice  of 
the  motion,  given  by  the  no)>le  lord  pre-' 
vious  to  the  recess,  had  made  out  of  doors, 
and  the  public  expectation  it  appeared  to 
excite,  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to 
state  his  sentiments.  It  would  not  become 
a  person  filling  tbe  situation  be  did  to  give 
a  silent  vote.  It  would  he  impossible  for 
him,  consistent  withiiis  duty,  and  valuing 
the  frame  of  the  constitution  as  it  stood^ 
not  to  give  his  most  marked  and  decided 
•disa|>probation  of  the  motion.  In  opposing 
it,  he  did  not  oppose  a  motion  for  a  aspect- 
fie  inquiry  into  specific  abuses,  but  he  op- 
posed a  motion  that  bad  no  relation  what* 
ever  to  it.  A  specific  inquiry  would  have 
fastened  on  individuals,  or  abuses;  i)ut  the 
object  of  a  motion,  so  genei-al  and  unde- 
fined as  that  before  the  house,  could  have 
no  other  purpose  than  to  scatter  gener^l^ 
censure,  to  keep  up  a  ferment  in  the  public 
mind,  aiKl  to  do  mischiefs  beyond  the  ap- 
prehensions of  those  whose  apprehensions 
were  strongest.  The  noble  lord  had  accused 
his  ri^  hon.  friend  of  ^  disposition  to 
screen  abuses,  and  had  r<»proved  tbe  re-  • 
medy  which  w^s  proposed  by  him  to  pre- 
vent confederacies  o«it  of  doors,  for  the  cor- 
rupt disposal  of  patronage.  Another  gen- 
tleman t^  pointed  out  to  the  noble  lord 
objects  for  inquiry,  which  it  appeared  were 
already  under  ex^unination.  It  did  there- 
fore appear  that  these  manifold  abuses^ 
which  were  supposed  to  prevail  ija  eyery 
department  of  the  state,  were  not  wholly 
without  remedy.  If  these  remedies  were 
insufficient,  why  did  not  the  noble  lord  say 
9o^  and  propose  those  that  might  be  more 
efleGiual  ?  He  deprecated  the  practice  of 
pointing  at  go^ejrnment  as  the  /Source  of 
eorruptioo.  The  effect  of  exaggei^ing 
this  evil  was,  not  to  allay  but  to  perpetu-^ 
ate  the  piiblic  iermeat.  An  hoo.  meimber 
under  the  gallery  said,  that  the  people  h^d 
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a  right  to  suspect  gQvernoi^nt ;  another 
hon.  member  blamed  the  whole  frame  of 
the  government:  and  to  this  Committee  it 
was  proposed  that  the  task  should  be  dele- 
gated, of  enquiring  into  the  whole  frame  of 
that  government ;  of  inquiring  into  th^ 
Conduct  of  every  man  who  ivas-  enguged 
in  any  one  of  rts  departments !  This  im- 
portant investigation  was  to  be  made,  not 
by  the  house  itself,  but  by  a  Committee. 
A  Committee !  If  ever  there  was  an  in- 
stance in  which  a  mighty  labour  was  to  be 
executed  by  a  diminutive  power,  it  was 
this.  He  could  not  conceive  for  what  ra- 
tional or  practical  purpose  this  motion  was 
brought  forward.  Was  there  no  mischief 
in  keeping  a  persuasion  alive  in  the  pub- 
lic mind,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  impar** 
tial  men  in  that  house,  that  so  much  rot- 
tenness and  corruption  existed  in  every 
part  of  the  state,  as  rendered  such  an  in- 
quiry necessary  ?  The  motion  held  out  no 
hope  of  immediate  advantage  to  the  peo- 
ple ;  but  it  held  out  the  whole  cast  and 
class  of  public  men  to  suspicion.  They 
were  all  re|)resented  as  eagerly  struggling 
for  places  and  power,  and  as  having  no- 
thing in  view  but  the  emoluments  of  office.  * 
The  emoluments  of  office  !  If  there  was 
aiw  man  who  considered  the  labours  of  an 
dfncial  situation^  the  duties  that  were  to 
be  performed,  the  anxieties  that  were  un- 
dergone, the  warfare  which  a  public  man 
had  to  support,  not  only  in  that  house,  but 
from  the  malignity  which  assailed  him  out 
of  it,  and  could  think  that  these  thinj^s 
were  to  bf  compensated  by  money,  he  did 
not  envy  such  a  man  his  feelings  or  frame 
of  mind.  If  there  was  any  man  who  could 
think  so,  it  was  to  him  a  subject  not  of  re- 
gret, but  of  pride,  to  be  the  object  of  the 
'suspicion  of  such  a  man.  The  noble  lord 
and  his  abettors  might  succeed  in  fixing 
this  imputation  on  public  men,  and  driving 
them  from  power ;  in  rendering  them  a 
degraded  class,  that  he  and  those  who  sup- 
ported him  might  succeed  to  that  ruin  and 
degradation.  He  could  not  agree  hi  this 
wide  wasting  motion,  without  admitting 
the  truth  of  assertions,  for  which  he  was 
persuaded  there  was  no  foundation. 

Lord  H,  Petty  rose  to  explain.  The 
noble  lord  observed,  he  had  been  entirely 
misapprehended ;  he  had  not  said,  nor  did 
he  mean  to  say,  the  right  hon.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  a  wish  to  screen 
delinquency,  or- to  prevent  inquiring  into 
abuses. 

Lord  Folkestone.    Sir;  the  right  hon. 
.  gent,  on  tht^  benck  b«low  me,  has  com- 


plained of  my  conduct  with  respect  to 
the  imperfect  notice  which,  he  says,  1 
gave  of  my  intended  motion,  to  which  he 
states  his  dissent  from  the  two  extensive 
powers  with  which,  from  the  generality  of 
the  terms,  it  would  invest  the  committee. 
With  respect  to  my  notice,  1  can  only 
say,  that  it  appears  to  me  to  be  unfounded. 
With  resprct  to  the  motion  itself,  I  am  in 
fact  merely  doing  that  which  he  wishes 
me  to  do,  spepifying  the  objects  of  the 
motion,  whl(-h,  to  my  no  small  surprize, 
it  has  been  stated* are  not  specified.  Sir, 
I  am  <  onfident  that  a  great  part  of  what 
has  been  said  in  opposition  to  this  motion,^ 
arises  solely  from  misapprehension.  It 
is  said  that  I  am  bringing  forward  a  gene- 
ral charge,  and  involving  every  man,  in 
every  office,  in  every  department,  in  one 
general  indiscriminate  accusation.  But 
what  is  the  true  state  of  the  case  ?  My 
motion  was  grounded  on  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  certainly  refers  entirely  to  the 
evidence  that  was  taken  before  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house  :  out  of  this  evidence," 
I  propose  to  refer  particular  points  to  the 
consideration  of  a  committee.  If  this 
motion  had  been  an  orisjinal  proceeding, 
the  accusation  which  has  been  madb 
against  me  would  have  been  correct.  But 
as  the  motion  which  I  have  made  is 
grounded  on  the  order  of  the  day,  I  con- 
ceive the  objections  which  have  been 
made  against  it  in  that  respect  to  be  wholly 
groundless  and  indefensible. 

The  house  then  divided,  when  there  ap- 
peared. 

For  lord  Folkestone's  Motion  -  -     30 
Asrainst  it ----^---  I7i> 


Majority 


14.8 


List  df  the  Minoriti/, 


Lord  Ossulston 
Lord  Viscount  Forbes 
Sir  Wra.  Lemon,  bart. 
Sir  T.  Miller,  b«rt. 
Sir  John  St.  Aubyu,bart. 
George  Hibbert,  esq. 
George  Knapp,  esq. 
Thomas  Foley,  esq. 
J.  Sctidamore,  esq. 
T.  J.  Symmonds,  esq. 
Thoipas  Creevey,  esq. 
Lord  Althorpe 
Wm.  Ord,  esq. 
Hon.  C.  Pelhara 
D.  North,  esq. 
Henry  PnmeM,  esq. 
O.  L.  Ward]«,  u^. 


S.  Whitbread,  esq. 
Lord  A.  Hauiilton 
C.  C.  Western,  esq. 
H.  Tracey,  esq, 
T.  W.  Cdke,  esq. 
Joseph  Halsey,  esq. 
H.  C.  Combe,  esq. 
John  Calcraft,  esq. 
Hon.  C.  Bradshavr 
Lee  Antonie,  esq. 
Hon.  W.Lfembe 
Hon,  W.  Lyttleton 
J.  M.  Lloyd 

tellers: 
Lord  Folkestone 
Hon.  C.  HutchiaioB. 
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HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Tuesday t  April  18. 


[Cajipaign  in  Spain]  The  Earl  of 
Liverpool  laid  on  the  table  the  two  letters 
from  admiral  Apoda9a  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Canning,  which  he  moved  for  yesterday, 
and  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
His  lordship  took  the  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving with  respect  to  some  correspond- 
ence between  the  Junta  of  Gallicia  and 
capt  Kennedy,  which  was  stated  by  earl 
Grey,  on  the  preceding  day,  to  be  wanting, 
that  the  letters  alluded  to  were  not  in  the 
possession  of  goYcrnmeut,  but  as  capt 
Kennedy  was  in  town,  he  would  endea- 
vour to  procure  some  explanation  fvom 
him.  ' 

Earl  DamUif  said  a  few  words  with  re- 
spect to  the  Letters  of  Mr.  Frere  to  sir 
John  Moore,  which  had  formeHy  been  re- 
presented by  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
as  unimportant,  but  which  on  their  pro- 
duction were  found  to  be  of  great  import- 
ance; and  he  could  not  accord  with  the 
denomination  attached  to  them  by  noble 
lords  opposite,  of  their  being  letters  of  a 
private  nature..  They  had  certainly  ex- 
hibited very  extraordinary  conduct  in  our 
mioisler  at  Madrid,  who  had  written  in 
so  very  peculiar  terms  to  sir  John  Moore, 
whereby  that  illustrious  general  was  in- 
voluntarily induced  to  mardi  further  than 
Salamanca,  and,  unfortunately  for  his 
country,  afterwards  lost  his  life.  He  felt 
it  certainly  an  invidious  task  to  impute 
improper  conduct  to  any  individual,  but 
such  had  been  that  of  Mr.  Frere,  he 
thought  the  house  would  be  wanting  in 
their  dlity,  if  they  did  not  speedily  move 
an  Address  to  his  majesty  for  the  imme- 
diate rccal  of  that  minister ;  it  was  a  duty 
they  owed  to  the  memory  of  the  illustrious 
and  gallant  officer  sir  J.  Moore.  He  con- 
f^eived  it  incumbent  to  bring  this  particular 
subject  very  soon  under  the  consideration  of 
the  house.  With  regard  to  these  Letters 
also,  their  importance  was  such  as  to  re- 
mqite  every  blame  contrived  to  be  attached 
to  the  conduct  of  that  lamented  com- 
mander, and  clearly  to  shew  it  was  to 
be  imputed  wholly  to  another  quarter. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  wished 
to  be  clearly  understood  with  respect  to 
what  he  had  stated  on  a  former  occasion. 
It  would  be  in  their  lordships  recollection, 
that  he  had  not  asserted  the  Letters  re- 
ared to  were  of  no  importance,  he 
merely  stated,  they  would  be  found  not 
material ;  with  respect  to  sir  John  Moore's 


further  march  from  Salamanca,  true  it  was, 
he  entertained  an  opinion  that  sir  John 
Moore  had  acted  wisely.under  all  circum- 
stances in  proceeding  fnrther  at  the  time, 
but  he  was  still  disposed  to  differ  from 
noble  lords  opposite  that  sir  John  Moore 
was  not  led  to  do  so  by  any  letter  sent 
to  him  from  Mr.  Frere.  When  he  had 
also  described  the  lettera  to  be  private, 
he  had  defined  in  what  way  he  meant  to 
use  that  expression.  He  merely  applied 
that  word  to  the  form  in  which  they  were 
received,  and  not  to  the  subject  matter  of 
their  contents.  He  thought  it  proper  to 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  giving  this  expla- 
nation, but  he  was  not  disposed  to  be 
drawn  into  any  collateral  discussion  on 
this  question,  as  next  FViday  the  whole  of 
it  would  come  before  the  honse. 

Earl  Grey  was  surprised  how  any  one 
could  peruse  the  letters  referred  to,  and 
the  answers  of  sir  John  Moore,  and  main- 
tain that  he  had  not  been  driven  against 
his  own  inclination  to  march  further  than 
Salamanca.  If  he  recollected  correctly 
what  had  been  stated  by*the  noble  secre- 
tary, respecting  the  letters  being  of  a  pri- 
vate feature,  he  certainly  understood  him 
to  have  expressed  himself  differently  at 
the  time.  He  was  sorry  noble  lords  on 
that  side  of  the  house  had  been  led  to 
suppose  tlie  objection  to  their  being  pro- 
duced, rested  upon  their  contents  being  of 
a  private  nature.  There  could  now,  how- 
ever, be  no  doubt  the  fatal  event  of  the 
campaign  in  Spain,  was  in  consequence  of 
the  interference  of  Mr.  Frere  with  the  con- 
duct of  sir  John  Moore.. 

The  Earl  of  Carysfort,  after  having  ad- 
verted to  the  papers  on  the  table,  men- 
tioned his  having  been  absent  for  want  of 
health  ;  and  therefore  he  did  pot  distinctly 
know  whether  any  motion  had  been  made, 
similar  to  the  one  he  intended  to  propose. 
He  now  gave  notice  he  should  to-morrow 
move  for  a  copy  of  all  Instructions  sent 
from  his  majesty's  government  to  Mr. 
Frere ;  for  it  was  of  great  importance  to 
ascertain  the  powers  .possessed  by  Mr. 
Frere,  which  authorised  him  to  controul 
the  conduct  of  a  commander.  It  was  also 
mentioned  that  a  particular  person  was 
the  bearer  of  a  message  to  Sa'amanca,  yet 
bis  name  was  kept  secret,  and  wus  omitted, 
by  a  blank  in  the.  printed  papers.  He 
could  not  conceive  why  this  person  should 
not  be  named ;  but  he  would  to-morrow 
move,  unless  he  was  previously  informed, 
that  it  should  be  disclosed  to  the  house. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  could  assure  th« 
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Dobie  \ar6,  that  no  inatractions  were  tent, 
which  authorized  Mr.  Frere  to  controul 
the  coadnct  of  our  military  commander. 
The  communication  which  took  place,  was 
merely  consequent  on  our  minister  being 
^  political  agent  of  the  directions  given 
bjr  the  gottrnment  of  that  country.  With 
vtspect  to  the  name  of  the  person,  noble 
lords  would  consider  it  might  be  attended 
with  inconvenience  and  injury,  if  minis- 
ters Were  uiidei'  the  necesstty  of  di8cK>sing 
the  names  of  persons  oftciaYly  employed  ; 
and  for  that  reason  he  did  not  &el  war- 
ranted in  naming  the  person  alluded  to. 

Earl  Gn^dfd  not  believe  the  noble  earl 
would  be  snccessfol  in  the  first  part  of  his 
motion,  after  he  himself  had  said  so  much 
relative  to  the  irtstructions  sent  to  Mr. 
Frere.  After  all  the  papers  which  had 
been  laid  on  the  table,  there  was  so  much 
infbrmation  kept  back,  that  he  declared  it 
wms  not  possible  for  the  house  to  arrive  at 
a  correct  judgment  on  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings.  There  could  be  no  incon* 
renience  resulting  from  n>entioning  this 
person's  name,  fer  it  was  already  known  it 
was  no  secret;  yet  it  was  satd^  because  a 
case  might  be  inconvenient  to  name  a 
particular  person,  the  infcn*mation  was  re- 
fused ;  such  language  Was  unbecoming  a 
secretary  of  state. 

Lord  Akcklimd  observed,  that  it  was 
known  who  the  person  alluded  to  was. 
He  should  abstain  from  menttoning  his 
myrae,  but  it  might  bo  very  material,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  to  know  who  he 
was,  whether  a  person  sent  from  this  coun- 
try and  attached  to  Mr.  Frere*s  suite,  or  a 
person  employed  there ;  and  whether  he 
were  a  native  of  that  eooitry  or  a  French 
•  officer. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  said  a  f^w 
words  respecting  the  hisuffici^ncv  of  the 
Return  relative  to  the  Arms  fornwhed  to 
Portugal,  it  not  stating  what  quantity  of 
those  sent  had  been  received. 

The  Earl  of  Lioerpool  supposed  that  all 
sent  had  been  received. 

Viscount  Sidmotith  wished  to  know  if  it 
was  the  hitention  of  ministers  to  make  any 
motion  respecting  the  Spanish  Treaty  ? 

The  Earl  of  Lwerjfo^l  answered  in  the 
negative. 

Viscount  Sktmatnh  observed,  that  the 
bouse  had  been  called  npott  on  the  first 
day  of  the  session,  to  e.tpress  th^lr  sati»- 
faction,  that  stich  a  IVeoiy  had  been  con- 
cluded, and  now  it  appeared  they  were 
not  to  have  Ibe  opportunity  of  ^^ussing 
its  previsions. 


The  £arl  of  Uverpod  said,  that  the 
treaty  not  having;  been  accompanied  by  a 
message  from  his  majesty,  it  was  not  the 
usage  for  his  majesty's  ministers  Co  make 
any  motion  upon  it,  nor  did  they  intemf 
it,  but  it  was  open  lo  any  noble  lord  to 
bring  forward  any  proj>osicion  on  the  sub- 
ject. 


HOUSE   Of   COMMONJ. 

Tnad&y  AprU  \B, 

[SMirnnKLD  Maaket  BtLL.}  Oi  the 
motion  of  sir  C.  Price,  for  the  second  read* 
ing  of  the  Smithfield  Market  Bill, 

Mr.  Alderman  CWi^  objected  to  the  for^ 
ther  pro^'ess  of  the  bill,  as  tending  mate- 
rially to  injure  many,  who  had  fbr  a  long 
time  resided  were  the  market  now  stands. 
It  was  rather  singular,  that  all  those  who 
lived  where  the  present  market  was  held 
wished  it  to  continue  there,  and  all  wha 
lived  where  it  was  intended  to  remove  it 
to,  objected  to  such  removal.  With  these 
sentiments  he,  would  move  that  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  should  be  deferred  to 
this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  //.  Martin  seconded  the  amend- 
ment. If  this  bill,  he  said  were  to  pass 
into  a  law,  the  greatest  inconveniences 
would  ariflpe  from  driving  cattle  through 
the  streets  leading  to  the  projected  market. 
Many  individuals  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  ground  chosen  for  this  purpose,  would 
also  sdTer  severely,  by  being  m  a  great 
measure  prevented  from  letting  their 
houses.  He  knew  of  one  individual,  a 
Mrs.  Doughty,  possessed  of  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  houses  in  that  quarts, 
the  loss  to  whom  would  be  immense,  senne 
thousands,  were  the  proposed  measure 
carried  inio  execution.  He  sak)  \t  was 
absolutely  impossible  fbr  them  to  fmd  out 
any  t>ener  spot  than  the  present  scite. 

Mr.  Rose  said  that  the  present  market 
had  been  fbmid  much  too  c<mfiited  to  an- 
swer the  perpose^  for  which  it  had  been 
originally  intended.  In  former  years,  one 
hundred  thousand  head  of  cattle  was  ge>* 
neraUy  the  utmost  which  had  been  sent 
to  it;  but  hrtterly  this  number  w^  in- 
creased  to  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fitly  thousand.  The  consequence  of  this 
increase  was,  the  cattle  were  crouded  to 
such  a  degree,  that  they  not  only  injured 
themselves,  but  those  who  came  fbr  the 
purpose  of  buying  or  examining  them. 
The  city  of  Lcmd<ni,  sensibly  fbeling  tlii$ 
great  incoirrenienee,  had  made  sev^r^ 
eiibrts  ft>r  some  time  past  to  enlarge  the 
present  market.    It  now  consisted  of  hmt 
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acres  and  a  half;  and,  to  render  it  com- 
modious, an  addition  of  twelre  were  ne- 
cessary. This  addition,  then,  had  been 
anxiously  attempted  to  be  made,  but,  after 
lauch  inquiry  and  fruitless  expense,  it  was 
diacovered  that  ito  more  than  two  acre§ 
conld  oo  any  terms  be  procured.  What, 
then,  could  they  do,  but  come  down  to  the 
house,  and  attempt  to  carry  the  removal 
of  the  market,  and  this  they  had  done  at 
a  very  great  disadvantage  to  themselves. 
The  spot  to  which  the  reittotal  was  pro- 
jected, had  been  however  objected  to ;  he 
had  to  inform  the  house  that  two  other 
situations  were  then  in  contemplation;  if 
neither  of  which  ctmM  be  fbmid  eligible, 
then  the  hotrse  might  reject  the  hill  when 
it  came  to  a  committee ;  but  he  thought 
ft  woufd  be  peculiarly  seVere-  indeed  to 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  it.  If  it  was 
thrown  out,  much  inconvenience  in  his 
opinion  would  ensue,  not  only  to  the  capi- 
tal rtself,  but  to  the  country  at  large ;  for 
many  of  the  landlords  would  be  debarred 
ftwn  the  sale  of  their  cattle  owing  to  the 
Want  of  room  in  the  market  He  trusted, 
at  all  events,  that  the  house  would  allow 
the  bill  to  go  to  a  committe,  where  an 
opportunity  of  more  mature  consideration 
wonld  be  art  teast  allowed. 

Mr.  Homer  observed,  that  he  under- 
stood that  the  city  of  London  was  in  trea- 
ty for  the  particular  spot  in  question.  His 
pnncipa!  objection  was  to  the  spot  to  which 
it  was.  intended  to  remove  the  market. 

Mr.  L^tkton  expressed  hrmsctf  against 
the  further  progress  of  the  bill. 
'   Sir  C.  l*ricc  supported  the  bill,  and 
nrgod  the  necessity  of  its  being  allowed  to 
go  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  C  if.  Hutckauon  objected  to  its 
behig  allowed  to  go  to  a  committee.  He 
feared,  if  H  were  left  to  (he  decision  of  a 
committee,  that  the  spot  fixed  upon  would 
be  chosen.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  know  why 
they  should  pitch  upon  this  place,  which 
tras  so  particularly  bbjectionable.  . 

8fr.  Rote  said,  that  the  city  of  Lon- 
don had  abandoned  the  spot  they  had 
first  fixed  upon,  srnd  had  inducted  their 
counsel  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Fbnsonby  said,  that  when  the  city 
of  Lotidon  expressed  their  wish  to  improve 
dnd  beaotifr  the  metropolis,  he  felt  a  great 
deshre  to  forward  thehr  views;  but  he 
hopt^d  they  would  not  attempt  such  im- 
provement at  the  expence  of  private  pro- 
perty. He  ^as  willing  to  accede  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  but  would 
not  pledge  himself  to  approve  of  any 


place  which  the  committee  might  adopt. 

Mr.  Mdlish  objected  to  the  bill.  If  the 
evil  were  removed  from  one  palace,  it  wat 
not  unlikely  it  might  become  equally  ob^ 
jectionable.  A  place  had  been  named^ 
which  would  seriously  afiect  the  Gray's 
Inn  Society. 

Mr.  Fuller  thought  the  city  of  London 
should  [>oint  out  the  spot  where  they 
would  remove  the  market,  before  they 
had  his  vote.  He  had  no  right  to  trust 
them,  if  they  would  not  trust  him. 

Mr.  Aiderman  Sftatv  spoke  in  support  of 
the  Bill.  He  thought  all  the  objections 
mighft  be  done  away  in  the  committee. 
A  place  in  fVont  of  Gray's  Inn  had  been 
chosen,  on  a  declivity  particularly  wdf 
suited  for  the  purpose,  from  whence  drains 
could  be  readily  formed  to  carry  off  the 
dirt  into  the  Fleet  river. 

Mr.  Barham  said,  his  objections  went 
to  the  way  in  which  the  bill  originated. 
It  waft  introduced  without  the  parties  in- 
terested having  notice  of  their  intention, 
and  was  an  injustice  to  those  individuals. 
How  was  it  to  be  remedied  ?  to  be  changed 
to  some  other  place,  wdere  the  people 
had  notice  of  it  ?  But  then  it  was  ^d, 
their  interests  might  be  guarded  by  regu- 
lations. He  thought  it  the  wisest  coarse 
to  reject  the  bill  auogether.  The  mode  he 
conceived  fittest  for  removing  such  an  an- 
noyance as  this  market,  would  be  to  ap- 
point a  committee  of  indifierent  persons, 
who  might  lay  down  some  plan,  which 
could  have  the  efiect  desired.  He  be- 
lieved such  an  annoyance  was  not  to  b^ 
fbtmd  In  the  heart  of  another  city  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  WUtbrtad  opposed  the  original 
motion.  A  worthy  Alderman  had  said 
that  the  injury  from  driving  the  cattle 
might  be  prevented  by  ptrttmg  up  bars. 
He  wondered  he  did  not  also  provide 
against  their  making  a  noise. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  for  hfs  par^ 
he  really  did  not  see  how  the  worthy  cor- 
poration could  silence  the  beasts,  unlesi 
in  their  wisdom  they  thought  proper  to 
send  the  city  officers  along  with  them. 
(A  laugh).  It  was  pretty  evident,  from  the 
silence  of  the  hon.  baronet,  that  the  city 
did  not  intend  to  relinqtrish  the  objection- 
able spot  of  CTound.  When  the  offer  wai 
made  him  of  empowering  the  Committee 
to  insert  a  clause,  prohibiting  the  selection 
of  this  plat  of  ground,  he  did  not  offer  to 
give  hrs  assent  to  it.  But  the  gentlemen 
of  the  city  thought  they  would  rather 
benefit  thip  spot  of  ground.    '^  Oh,  such 
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embellishments  as  it  would  receive !  Such 
magnificent  houses  as  they  would  build 
on  It !"  But  for  whom  would  ihey  erect 
those  buildings ;  for  the  beasts?  Certain- 
ly no  human  beings  could  inhabit  them  ! 
Who  could  possibly  wish  to  fix  his  resi- 
dence were  vast  droves  of  cattle  were  con- 
tinually parading,  and  where  all  the  dis- 
gusting scenes  and  tumult  incidental  to 
such  a  market  were  constantly  exhibited  ? 
It  was  unjust  then,  in  the  first  place,  as  it 
tended  to^the  injury  of  private  property  ; 
and  impolitic  in  the  next,  as  it  went  to 
defile  one  of .  the  handsomest  parts  of  the 
city  ;  but  then,  says  the  Corporation,  since 
you  have  such  objections,  we  will  relin- 
quish this  scite ;  we  will  select  another  ; 
and  how  could  he  satisfy  his  conscience  if 
he  stood  silently  there  content  to  ward  ofi" 
injustice  from  one  part  of  the  commynity, 
with  the  consciousness  that  it  must  fall 
upon  another.  .  He  could  not  tolerate  such 
an  idea  for  a  moment,  and  would  oppose 
the  further  progress  of  this  bill. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for, 
the  gallery  was  cleared,  but  the  Amend- 
ment was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

[Irish  Currency.]  Mr.  Pame// desired 
that  the  Report  of  a  Committee  appointed 
in  1804,  to  enquire  into  the  State  of  Ire- 
land, as  to  its  Circulating  Paper,  its  Specie, 
and  current  coin,  arid  the  Exchange  be- 
tween that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Great  Britain,  should  be  read,  and  the 
same  having  been  entered  by  the  clerk  as 
read,  the  hon.  gent,  addressed  the  house  as 
follows ; — 

Mr.  Speaker ;  I  rise.  Sir,  for  the  purpose 
of  moving  that  the  house  do  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  to 
take  this  Report  into  consideration';  and 
if  the  house  shall  think  proper  to  ac- 
cede to  this  motion,  I  shall  then  submit  to 
(he  committee  the  following  Resolution : 
^'  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  Coin  of  the 
United  Kingdom  shall  be  of  the  same  stan- 
dard and  value  as  the  Coin  now  is  of  Great 
Britain.*' — It  appears  to  me,  Sir,  that  the 
difference  which  now  exists  between  the 
currencies  of  Great  Britain  and  .Ireland 
contributes  to  keep  alive  a  feeling  of  sepa» 
ration  and  distinction  between  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  countries,  very  inconsistent 
with  their  mutual  prosperity  :  that  it  gives 
a  character  to  the  respective  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  that  belongs  rather  to 
countries  foreign  to  each  other  than  to 
members  of  the  same  community,  a  charac- 
ter by  no  means  belonging  to  the  spirit  of 
real  union  ^nd  the  true  interests  of  the  peo- 


ple. I  have  always  considered  the  Act  of 
Union  as  very  imperfect,  because  it  did 
not  provide  for  the  assimilation  of  the 
coin  ;  and  though  I  opposed  that  measure, 
and  now  think  that  it  ought  to  be  repeal- 
ed, if  the  expectations  which  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  were  taught  to  entertain 
of  Its  beneficial  consequences  are  for  ever 
to  be  disappointed,  still  I  am  desirous 
to  do  every  thing  that  can  be  done  to 
establish  unanimity  and  identity,  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  therefore 
I  wish  to  see  the  difference  in  the  curren- 
cies completely  done  away. — Another 
bad  consequence  of  this  difference,  is  the 
restraint  that  it  imposes  upon  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  of  the  two  countries  ;  a 
restraint  very  inconsistent  with  that  perfect 
freedom  of  trade,  which  is  necessary,  in 
order  that  trade  may  be  carried  on  to  the 
greatest  possible  advantage.  For  though 
the  operation  of  converting  sums  of  one  cur- 
rency into  sums  of  the  other  is  a  ver^-  sim- 
ple one,  and  to  those  accustomed  to  it  may 
present  no  difficulty  whatever,  still  it  ne- 
cessarily must  be  to  all  others  the  source  of 
doubts,  respecting  the  results  of  any  com- 
mercial speculation  connected  with  Ireland 
in  which  they  may  embark,and  therefore  it 
must  contribute  to  deter  many  from  under- 
taking such  speculations,  however  strong 
the  probability  of  their  success  might  be» 
if  the  local  circumstances,  and  national  re- 
sources of  Ireland  were  alone  taken  into 
consideration.  I  therefore  feel  that  there 
is  good  ground  for  slating,  that  this  diffe- 
rence does  form  an  obstruction  of  very 
considerable  eflect  to  the  free  circulation 
of  the  capital,  labour,  and  industry  of 
these  countries,  and,  consequently,  ought 
to  be  removed. — But  the  principal  incon- 
venience that  results  from  the  present  state 
of  the  currencies  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
existence  of  an  Exchange  between  them  : 
such  a  thing  not  being  known  ever  to  ex- 
ist between  any  two  places  that  have  a 
circulatinfi;  currency  common  to  both  of 
them.''^  I  shall  endeavour  to  support  this 
opinion  by  an  examination  of  the  causes  of 
fluctuations  of  exchange,  and  by  reference 
to  such  authorities  as  ought  to  have  con- 
siderable weight  in  the  house  upon  this 
subject. — Exchange  between  London  and 
Dublin  is  considered  to  be  at  par,  when  a 
bill  for  100/.,  payable  in   London,  will 


*  The  commission  and  interest  charged 
on  bills  drawn  at  Bristol,  Liverpool,  &c. 
on  London,  not  being  considered  in  the 
nature  of  an  exchange. 
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tell  in  Dublin  for  108/.  Qs,  Sd.  This  ex- 
change, except  when  influenced  by  some 
temporary  and  very  particular  occurren- 
ces, fluctuates  from  one  to  two  per  cent, 
above  and  below  par.  It  was,  in  1804, 
80  high  as  nine  per  cent,  in  favour  of  Lon- 
don ;  but,  in  the  last  two  months  it  has 
been  two  per  cent,  in  favour  of  Dublin. 
Fluctuations  of  this  sort  are  attended  with 
great  inconveniences  to  trade,  and  con- 
siderable loss  to  individuals,  who  have  oc- 
casion to  make  large  remittances  of  mo* 
ney  from  one  country  to  the  other. 
They  have  been  attributed  to  various 
causes.  Some  person?  have  said  that  the 
reniiuances  of  rents  to  absentee  proprie- 
tors ;  others,  that  the  balance  o(  trade  ; 
and  others,  that  the  depreciation  of  the 
Gurrency  of  Ireland,  were  the  circumstan- 
ces that  occasioned  them.  I  am,  sir,  of 
opinion,  that  the  doctrine  which  lays  it 
dowQ  that  remittances  of  rents  give  rise  to 
them,  is  not  tenable  :  because,  as  the.se 
rents  are  annually  and  constantly  remitted 
the  rates  of  exchange  would  be  constantly 
un&vourable  ;  whereas  the  fact  proves 
the  contrary,  the  exchange  being  more 
frequently  in  favour  of  Ireland  than  in  fa- 
vour of  England.  The  balance  of  trade 
is  not  a  good  criterion  to  go  by,  for  two 
reasons  ; .  first,  because  in  the  Custom- 
bouse  statements,  from  which  the  balance 
is  taken,  no  entry  is  ever  made  of  the 
quantity  of  money  imported  and  exported, 
though  money,  in  its  true  character,  is  as 
orach  a  commodity  of  trade  as  any  other 
article  :  secoiuilv,  because  in  calculations 
of  this  kind  no  allowance  is  made  for  any 
alterations  which  may  occasionally  take 
place  in  the  value  of  the  currencies  of  the 
respective  countries  carrying  on  the  trade 
in  question  ;  though  every  variation  in 
the  value  of  them  will  have  its  effect  upon 
the  rates  of  exchange,  and  sometimes  ren- 
der an  exchange  nominally  unfavourable, 
though  in  reality  it  may  be  quite  the  con- 
trary. The  opinion  which  I  entertain  upon 
the  subject  ofthese  fluctuations  in  the  rates 
of  exchange  is  this,  that  whenever  they  are 
▼ery  great,  and  that  the  rates  of  exchange 
continue  for  any  time  very  unusually 
high  against  one  country  and  in  favour  of 
the  other,  there  has  beeri  some  great  de- 
preciation in  the  value  of  the  currency  of 
that  country  to  which  the  exchange  h  un- 
favourable. This  was  proved  to  be  the 
case,  in  respect  to  Ireland,  in  1804.  But, 
if  it  is  desired  to  explain  upon  what  cir- 
cnmstance  the  ordinary  fluctuations  de- 
pend, then  I  should  say,  that  tht  best 


explanation  to  be  given  is  the  usual  one, 
that  they  depend  upon  the  proportion 
which  the  supply  of  bills  of  exchange 
in  the  market  bears  to  the  demand  for 
them,  and  that  if  a  more  radical  explana^ 
tion  is  sought  for,  the  attempt  to  discover 
one  will  altogether  fail.  In  order,  there- 
fore, to  do  away  these  fluctuations  in  the 
rates  of  exchange,  it  is  necessary  to  do 
away  all  fluctuations  in  this  proportion 
which  the  supply  be^rs  to  the  demand  for 
bills  of  exchange.  But  as  this  is  tmprac* 
ticable,  then  we  are  to  consider  what  the 
functions  are  of  bills  of  exchange,  and 
endeavour  to  attain  some  other  thing 
possessing  their  properties.  The  peculiar 
characteristic  of  them  is  the  facility  which 
they  afford  in  making  remittances  of  mo- 
ney from  one  country  to  another ;  but 
of  this  quality  bank  paper  is  equally  pos- 
sessed, if  it  has  currency  in  both  coun- 
tries ;  for  so  soon  as  the  bank  paper  of  one 
country  is  current  in  the  other,  or  can 
be  converted  into  paper  there  current,  then 
a  person  wishing  to  remit  can  do  so  with 
bank  paper,  and  at  no  other  cxpence 
than  that  of  the  postage  of  the  letter  con- 
taining it.  The  means  of  remittance  will 
no  longer  be  confined  to  bills  of  exchange  ; 
fluctuations  in  the  proportion  which  the* 
supply  of  these  bills  bears  to  the  demand 
will  no  longer  produce  fluctuatioi>s  in  the 
rates  of  exchange,  but  the  funds  of  mak- 
ing remittances  being  the  whole  paper 
currency,  the  existence  of  an  exchange 
must  cease  altogether. — If  then.  Sir,  Bank 
of  England  paper  was  current  in  Ireland, 
and  B^nk  of  Ireland  paper,  of  a  given' 
value,  convertible  into  Bank  of  England 
paper  of  the  same  value,  every  person  hav- 
ing occasion  to  make  a  remittance  to  Lon- 
don would  be  able  to  do  so  by  sending 
Bank  of  England  paper  to  his  London 
correspondent:  he  would  no  longer  bo* 
dependant  upon  the  supply  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, and  he  never  would  be  mider  the 
necessity  of  paying  a  premium  for  the 
means  of  making  his  remittance.  It  w 
very  easy  to  illustrate  the  accuracy  of  this 
statement  by  reference  to  the  way  in 
which  matters  of  this  kind  are  conducted 
between  London  and  Liverpool,  or  any 
other  place  carrying  on  a  great  ti:ade 
with  London.  A  person  in  Liverpool 
having  occasion  to  make  a  remittance  to* 
London  can  do  so,  either  by  a  bill  of  ex- 
change, pT  by  bank  paper,  equally  cur- 
rent at  Liverpool  and  at  London.  If  he 
could  not  obtain  bank  paper  current  at 
both  places,  then  he  would  be  compelled 
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to  purehMe  ^  bill  of  exchange,  wkI  thus 
J^ve  to  pay  a  preisiiurn  or  receive  one,  ac- 
vordiiigto  the  quantity  of  Jl>illsat'Cluinge. 
Now«  as  the  only  dHFerence  in  the  relative 
circttiDttances  of  Liverpool  and  London, 
and  Dublio  aod  London,  iu  regard  to  ex- 
cbac^i  10  tiiat  Liverpool  aiKl  Lrfuadoo 
b^ve  a  currency  of  Bmk  paper  comcnoo 
to  bo>lh  places,  and  tbat  Dublin  and  Lon- 
4oa  bave  not  such  a  curraiicy>  it  is  plain, 
that  if  such  a  currency  was  establiabcd 
between  Dublifi  and  I«ondon,  tbe  eictMenoe 
of  an  excbaage  bat^'eien  theae  pilaees  vyould 
jto  more  exist  than  it  now  does  betweeii 
Liverpool  and  London.**-!  am  aw^re,  sir, 
that  the  assimilation  of  the  Coin  of  the 
XJjBbUed  Kingdom  may  be  etiected  without 
relerence  to  the  corriency  of  Bank  paper ; 
bill;,  sir,  as  my  object  is  to  ;estabjisb  not 
only  an  assimilation  of  coin,  but  of  the 
currencies  as  composed  both  of  coin  and 
Bank  ptper,  and  as  1  conceive  that  the  as- 
aimilaiAon  of  the  coin  should  be  accompa- 
nied with  regulations,  6o  as  to  secure  a 
oovsmon  currency  of  Bank  paper,  I  feel 
that  I  have  a  right  to  infer  from  the  £[>re* 
going  ar^awentfl,  Uiai  if  the  assimilatioA 
of  4he  coin  is  n<!compaAied  by  such  regu- 
lations, ibe  tKcbange  wiU  be  entirely 
dMie  away.  I  am  ako  aware,  sir,  that  ii 
wiUf  in  iome  degree,  depend  upon  the 
conduct  of  ibe  Dtreetors  of  tbn  Bank  of 
Ireland,  whetber  or  not  Bank  of  England 
paper  sbail  become  onment  in  Ireland. 
But  thoM|h  lit  Qcrtattt^y  m^bt  be  made  ao 
more  eaaily  by  their  oasiaNknee  ihan  with- 
out it,  I  sbali  pveaently  shew,  tliat  its  be- 
ooming  current  there  does  not  depend  al- 
to^ettber  upon  them.  I  have  too  gopd  an 
opinion  of  the  Dirertiors  of  ^tbi^  Bank  to 
think  that»  if  every  thing  wns  done  to- 
wards establishing  a  cnmmott  circulating 
w^dMim  of  paper  between  both  countries, 
fKcept  what  liiey  had  it  in  their  power  to 
d^  tbey  would  fio  Amt  oppose  itbe  public 
interest  as  tu  re&se  to  pay  nheir  notes 
with  Bank  of  England  notes,  or  with  bills 
on  London  peynble  nt  certain  fised  rates 
for  inteM^  and  commiasion.  1  bave,  sir, 
the  aMhority  of  the  connyttee,  w^ose 
Beport  has  bneo  r^d,  ibr  the  praeticfditli- 

?r  end  policy  of  sucb  an  arrangeoient. 
hey  say,  *'  Other  modes  of  obtainii^  a 
common  modiusa,  audi  as  that  of  induetng 
or  even  compel  ling  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
to  give  Bank  of  JEn^laod  Notes  in  ex- 
change Ibr  their  ewn  en  demand,  or  lo 
MMke  their  own  exchangeable  for  them  in 
Landtfi,  or  to  pite  BUk  mi  Bxcbange  on 
Imndonfor  ^em,  hafe  been  sngigeislad; 


and  there  is  no  doubt  any  of  them  would 
have  the  effect  of  rectifying  tlie^s^change. 
The  objection  that  has  been,  made  to  tbi< 
prpposai,  is  the  difficulty  and  expence  to 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  which  woeld  aitciKi 
the  procuring  a  Aind  in  Loinlan  on  which 
to  draw.  On  this  your  Committee  ob« 
serve  generally,  that  neither  the  difficulty 
nor  the  expence  attendant  on  this  measure 
would  be  so  great  as  that  to  which  the 
Bank,  by  its  constitution,  is  necessarily 
subject  at  all  times  when  not  protected  by 
a  restriction  &om  performing  its  enga^« 
ments ;  and  that  whatever  fpnds  the  Bank 
formerly  applied,  or  intend  again  to  ap- 
ply, on  the  removal  of  the  restriction, to 
provide  for  the  difficulty  and  expence  of 
obtaining  a  supply  of  gold,  might  in  ibe 
inteiTini  be  applied  to  the  pi*ocuring  of 
English  Bank  notes ;  the  Evidence  of 
Mr.  Winthrop  points  out  the  practicabili- 
ty of  obtaining  a  sufficient  supply  of  Bank 
of  England  notes  with  such  a  fund  ;  his 
expression  is,  that  '  the  Bank  of  Ireland, 
'  or  any  person,  may  procure  Bank  eotes 
'  now  to  any  extent  if  they  will  pay  for 
'  them.'  But  Mr.  Manifieid's  Evidence 
so  clearly  shews  the  practical  niede  sf 
carrying  this  measure  into  effect,  that 
your  oop^uiittee  cannot  impress  it  too 
strongly  upon  the  attention  of  the  bouie; 
it  shews,  in  the  exampk  of  Scotlaisd,  hov 
efltfctually  a  very  smaU  sum,  vigorously 
and  wisely  applied,  did  operaite^  and  tbst 
banks  there  did  establish  an  adequate 
fund,  with  idtimate  advantage  to  tbem- 
selves.**-Jlis  account  states,  U)at  *  There 
'  was,  after  the  peace  of  Versailles  in  17^9* 
'  an  exchange  of  5  or  '6  per  oent.  against 
'  Scotland'  with  London,  created  by  ptr- 
'  sons  collecting  Gold  from  the  dilierent 
'  banks  there,  l^ging  it  to  London,  and 
'passing  their  bWa  at  Edinburgh  for  it,  in 
'Offder  to  put  a  profit  into  Aheir  ovn 
'  pockeU  by  raiaing  the  exchange.  The 
'  Hfffo  charured  Banks  ef  Scotland  seeiag 
'  that  this  exehange  aroae  from  artificial 
'  %aeBm^  collected  as  much  funds  as  they 
'  Qould  to  bring  to  Lon(k>n,  and  by  irv^^ 
'  ing  ^redueliy  et  4  or  i  per  cent  k^ 
*  tlran  the  othem,  reduced  the  exchange  ta 
'  what  ifaey  e^emed  par  hiils  of  ¥>  n^ 
'  date ;'  at  which  it  has  steadily  eenda*' 
ed  ever  since,  unaffected  by  dte  fiukueef 
the  Bank  of  Ayr ;  the  conrulsioos^  ^* 
dit  in  general  in  i792  and  17913;  the 
fasl«resinl7d5;  andtthedifficnkieswhidb 
cansed  the  jreelriotiou  in  1797  in  £nglat<li 
bnt  which  was  not  extewfed  to  the  dm* 
ter«lfiankeefSoQdand;  andaUthisn^ 
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wUbstanding  the  great  pregumption,  that 
if  an  accou|[it  of  all  pecuniary  transactions 
between  Scotland  and  England  could  be 
ascertained,  it  must  have  often  happened 
that  the  balance  was  against  the  one 
country  or  the  other. — This  fact  gives 
great  force  to  the  arguments  of  those 
witnesses  who  propose  that  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  should  establish  a  credit  for 
the  like  purpose  in  London ;  and  the  pre- 
sent peculiar  situation  of  the  Irish  Fi- 
nances not  only  point  out  a  ready,  but  an 
adequate  and  effective  fund,  which  at  the 
same  time  that  it  gives  to  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
land every  prospect  of  success  which  has 
attended  the  measures  of  the  chartered 
Banks  of  Scotland,  exempts  it  from  all  ex- 
pence,  risk,  or  difficulty  which  might  at- 
tend it;  for  your  Committee  must  observe, 
that  the  Bank  of  Scotland  undertook  to 
provide  this  fund  at  their  own  expence, 
but  the  Bank  of  Ireland  has  an  opportu- 
nity of  establishing  it  without  expence  to 
themselves;  and  further,  it  appears  to 
have  been  suggested  to  the  Banks  of  Scot- 
land by  their  good  sense  and  patriotism, 
to  try  the  efficacy  of  a  measure  without 
precedent,  while  the  Bank  of  Ireland  has 
only  to  follow  an  example  where  success 
bas  been  already  demonstrated  by  expe- 
rience/' I  therefore.  Sir,  in  saying  as  I 
now  do,  that  a  common  circulating  me- 
dium of  Bank  paper  may  be  established 
by  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  say  that  which  is 
recommended  to  be  done  by  this  conunit- 
tee,  upon  their  finding  that  a  similar  mea- 
sure had  been  adopted  in  Scotland  with 
complete  success.  But,  Sir,  independant 
of  these  motives  to  induce  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  to  make  their  paper  convertible 
into  Bank  of  England  paper,  their  own 
private  interests  should  have  great  weight 
in  pointing  out  to  them  the  policy  of  such 
a  step ;  for,  if  it  should  be  attended  with 
the  consequence  of  preventing  future  fluc- 
tuations in  the  rates  of  exchange,  it  will 
nslieve  them,  whenever  the  restriction  of 
cash  payments  is  taken  off,  from  the  ex- 
pence  of  providing  guineas  to  answer  the 
great  demands  which  are  made  for  them 
wBenever  the  exchange  is  unfavourable 
to  Ireland ;  and  for  the  same  reason  the 
Bank  of  England  is  also  interested  in  pre- 
venting fluctuations  in  the  rates  of  ex- 
change, as  they  are  liable  to  similar  de- 
mandi  upon  them,  whenever  the  exchange 
is  unfavourable  to  England.  If  however, 
Sio  the  Bank  of  Ireland  should  refu^  to 
give  Bank  of  England  notes  in  exchange 
ror  their  own  on  demand,  or  U>  give  bills 
Vol,  XIV. 


on  London  for  them  as  has  been  suggested, 
the  currency  of  Bank  of  England  paper 
may  in  a  great  measure  be  obtained  in 
Treland,  by  making  it  a  legal  ■  tender 
equally  and  to  the  same  extent  as  Bank 
of  Ireland  paper  is.  One  eflect  of  thid 
regulation  would  be  the  impossibility  of 
an  exchange  unfavourable  to  England, 
because  no  one  would  go  to  Xhange  and 
give  a  premium  for  a  bill  of  exchange, 
when  he  could  get  a  bank  note  without  a 
premium,  whicb^ would  answer  every  pur- 
pose of  a  bill  in  making  a  remittance  to 
Ireland  ;  and  thus  one  half  of  the  busine«s 
of  doing  away  the  exchange  would  be  ac- 
complished. But  just  in  the  degree  and 
to  the  extent  that  Bank  of  England  paper 
would  be  sent  to  Ireland  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  exchange  favourable  to  Eng- 
land, a  stock  of  it  would  be  there  estab- 
lished with  which  the  exchange  would 
be  prevented  from  becoming  uniavourabU 
to  Ireland  ;  for,  as  the  tendency  of  the  ex- 
change to  be  unfavourable  to  Ireland 
would  arise  from  the  demand  for  bills  on 
London  being  greater  than  the  supply,  aH 
this  stock  ofBank  paper  would  come  ia 
to  the  aid  of  the  bills  in  meeting  the  de- 
mand for  the  means  of  making  remit- 
tances. I  cannot  think  that  it  is  propo-  . 
sing  a  very  unrea^sonable  thing  to  require 
that  Bank  of  England  paper  should  be  as , 
current  in  one  part  of  the  United  Kinsdom 
as  in  other  parts,  and  that,  if  there  is  no 
objection  to  give  it  that  quality  in  the  far- 
thest parts  of  England,  and  the  most  re- 
mote quarters  of  Scotland,  now  that  Ire- 
land forms  one  and  the  same  country  with 
England  and  Scotland,  it  iabut  removing 
a  distinction  that  ou^t  not  to  exist,  to 
make  it  as  current  in  Ireland. — I  have 
now,  sir,  stated  the  several  reasons  that 
occur  to  me  to  prove  the  poli<^  of  assimi- 
lating the  currencies  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  1  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  be- 
fore the  house  very  good  authority  in  sup^ 
port  of  the  arguments  which  I  have  made 
use  of.  The  Committee  already  referred 
to,  in  their  report  say,  "  if  it  shall  ba 
thought  expedient  to  equalize  the  cur- 
rency, by  making  the  shillings  contain  . 
only  twelve-pence.  Your  Committee  sub- 
mit the  advantage  of  doing  so." — As  to  . 
the  effect  of  an  assimilated  currency  of 
bank  paper,'^they  say,  "  Your  Committee^ 
cannot  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  practica- 
bility of  what  they  recommend,^'  [That 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  should  pay  their  notes 
in  Bank  of  England  paper,  or  in  bills  o^ 
fixed  rates  on  London],  "  nor  that  it  ought 
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to  have  the  sure*  effect  of  reducing  ex- 
chang0"to  par.  In  case  of  such  event,  they 
would  also  strongly  urge  the  doing  away 
the  name  of  exchange,  and  putting  an  end 
to  its  calculation,  by  equalizing  the  monies 
of  account  and^  monies  of  circulation  in 
both  countries,  and  the  fixing  the  future 
interchange  by  bills,  at  a  stated  number  of 
days,  adequate  to  defr-ay  the  expence  of 
remitting  at  all  times,  so  as  fully  to  adopt 
the  same  practice  which  prevails  between 
Edinburgh  and  f^nidon,  and  between  Li- 
verpool and  London."  And  then  they  go 
on  to  say, "  Before  your  Committee  quit 
the  subject  of  exchange,  they  wish  to  ob- 
serve, that  if  their  enquiries  have  failed  in 
enabling  them  to  propose  any  cflcctual  re- 
medy, still  a  remedy  ought  to  be  sought 
for  by  the  wisdom  of  the  house,  for  that  a 
great  country,  now  placed  as  Ireland  is 
under  the  same  legislature  with  England, 
forming  a  constituent  part  of  the  united 
empire  equally  as  England,  or  any  county 
in  England  does,  its  metropolis,  not  so  dis- 
tant from  London  as  any  part  of  Scotland, 
Newcastle,  Carlisle  or  Durham,  should  la- 
bour in  its  pecuniary  intercourse  with  Eng- 
land, under  a  constant  varying  exchange, 
which  the  others  are  free  from,  is  a  portion 
so  strange  that  your  Committee  cannot  be- 
lieve it  to  be  founded  in  the  common  na- 
ture of  things." — But,  Sir,  I  can  yet  refer 
to  a  still  better  authority  in  support  of  the 
policy  of  assimilating  the  currencies.  I 
mean  to  the  precedent — the  proceedings 
relative  to  the  Coin  of  England  and  Scot- 
land at  the  time  of  the  Union  afford.  At 
that  period  there  existed  a  diflference  be- 
tween the  currencies  of  these  countries  ex- 
actly similar  to  the  difference  bfetween 
those  of  England  and  Ireland ;  the  English 
shilling  being  then  current  in  Scotland  for 
13  Scotch  pence,  and  the  rates  of  exchange 
being  11  to  M2  per  cent,  against  Scotland. 
Those  who  were  concerned  in  drawing  up 
the  terms  of  the  Scotch  Union  were  so  fully 
impressed  of  the  advantage  which  would 
attend  the  getting  rid  of  this  difference  in 
the  currencies,  and  of  this  unfavourable 
exchange,  that  thty  framed  a  specific  ar- 
ticle for  the  purpose.  The  16th  Article, 
declaring, "  That  from  and  after  the  Union, 
the  Coin  shall  be  of  the  same  standard 
and  value  throughout  the  United  Kingdom 
as  now  in  Englt^nd."  It  is  mentioned.  Sir, 
by  De  Foe,  in  his  History  of  the  Union, 
that  measures  were  so  taken  that  no  incon- 
"venience  whatever  attended  the  assimila- 
tion of  the  currencies,  and  that  the  rates  of 
exchange,  which  befi^rc  were  11  or  I'iper 


cent,  to  the  disadvantage  of  Scotland,  im- 
mediately came  to  par.  A  circumstance. 
Sir,  which  is  most  strongly  illustrative  of 
the  accuracy  of  those  arguments  which  I 
have  advanced  concerning  the  exchange 
between  England  and  Ireland. — I  have 
now.  Sir,  stated  to  the  house  what  appears 
to  me  to  be  conclusive  proof  of  the  policy 
of  this  measure  of  assimilation.  I  do  not 
think  that  any  arguments  ever  were  ad- 
vanced on  any  subject  so  completely  bornt 
out  by  authority  and  precedent  as  those 
which  I  have  submitted  to  your  consider- 
ation. The  Committee  to  whose  Report  I 
have  referred,  consisted  of  persons  perfect- 
ly well  qualiBed  to  perform  the  task  im- 
posed upon  them  ;  and  nothing  can  be 
more  in  point  than  what  took  place  at  th« 
time  of  the  Scotch  Union. 

I  shall  next  proceed  to  state  the  Plan, 
which  upon  the  fullest  consideration,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  the  best  calculated  to  ac- 
complish this  measui*e.  Till  the  reign  of 
William  III,  the  currencies  were  the  sante 
in  both  countries,  and  it  was  only  on  the 
issuing  of  the  new  silver  coinage  by  this 
king  that,  for  the  first  time,  the  English 
shilling  was  made  current  for  l'3d.  The 
guinea  of  England  was  current  in  Irelan:! 
for  23*.  till  173(5,  when  it  was  reduced  to 
228,  Qd ,  so  as  to  corre^ond  in  value  with 
the  shilling  at  I3d.  The  present  coin  of 
Ireland  is  composed  of  guineas,  whii^h  cir- 
culate in  considerable  q  tantities  in  the 
north,  of  silver  bank  tokens,  Spanish  dol- 
lars, and  of  copper  coin  issued  in  1805. 
The  value  of  the  shilling  at  \$d.  forms  the 
whole  difference  between  the  coin  of  Ire- 
land and  England ;  and  that  being  the 
case,  it  is  plain  that  the  way  to  get  rid  of 
it,  is  to  make  the  English  shilling  current 
for  ]2d.  The  Report  of  the  Committee, 
to  which  I  have  so  often  alluded,  points 
out  this  way  of  proceeding,  it  states,  that 
"  The  equalization  of  the  currency  may  be 
accompli5hed  by  making  the  copper  penny, 
halfpenny  and  farth'ng  of  England  equally- 
current  in  Ireland  as  the  silver  shilling  and* 
.golden  guinea;  and  the  Committee  recom- 
mend that  they  should  be  so  made  current 
in  preference  to  the  forming  of  a  new  cop- 
per, coinage  of  a  separate  device  or  de- 
scription for  Ireland."  The  Privy  Coun- 
•  cil,  however,. did  not  think  proper  to  adopt 
"this  recommendation  of  the  Committee, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  advised  his  majesty 
to  issue  a  copper  coinage  for  Ireland  in 
\H05,  having  a  separate  device  and  de- 
scription. I  am  ready  to  acknowledge 
that  this  step  has  thrown  an  obstacle  in  tbf 
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way  of  the  assimilation ;  but  it  is  one  by 
no  means  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  insur- 
mountable. It  has  been  suggested  to  me 
that  this  object  might  be  attained  by  issu- 
ing a  proclamation  declaring  that  the  shil- 
ling should  be  current  for  \2d,  of  this 
coin  ;  but  as  this  measure  would  be  justly 
liable  to  the  imputation  of  being  an  unfair 
one,  1  shall  not  propose  it.  But  I  shall 
adopt  the  plan  recommended  by  the  Com- 
xnittee,  of  making  the  English  penny,  half- 
penny, and  farthing  current  in  Ireland.  In 
order  to  carry  this  measure  into  ellect,  it 
would  'be  necessary  to  call  in  the  copper 
coin  now  circulating  in  Ireland,  and  to 
issue  a  new  coinage  of  the  same  standard 
and  value  as  the  English  copper  coin,  and 
if  this  new  coinage  was  prepared,  so  as  to 
be  ready  to  be  issued  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  present  one  when  called  in,  no  in- 
convenience would  be  experipnccd  by  the 
people  of  Ireland.  There  would  certainly 
be  some  loss  to  the  revenue  on  this  trans- 
action. As,  however,  this  coin  has  been 
issued  for  more  than  its  intrinsic  value,  the 
loss  would  be  confined  to  the  expence  in- 
curred in  making  it,  and  to  the  weight  of 
copper  lost  by  the  wear  of  the  coin.  The 
expence  of  making  it  was  42/.  per  ton  for 
the  penny,  and  49/.  per  ton  for  the  halfr 
penny  and  farthing  coins,  and  bL  per  ton 
for  packing,  carriage  and  treight.  There 
were  made  132  tons  of  pennies,  and  448 
tons  of  halfpence  and  farthings.  The  whole 
expense  being  41,336/.  But  all  this  sum 
Would  not  be  lost  to  the  public,  if  the  new 
coinage  could  be  made  upon  the  same 
terms  as  the  last,  because  this  was  issued 
at  a  clear  profit  of  upwards  of  20,000/. 
But,  though  a  losh  should  be  to  be  incurred 
equal  to  the  difference  between  the  ex- 
pence  of  making  the  last  coinage  and  the 
profit  of  issuing  600  tons  of  new  coin,  it 
will  be  of  little  consideration  when  com- 
pared with  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
firom  the  transaction.  As  to  the  loss 
by  the  wear  of  the  coin,  this  could 
be  very  little,  in  consequence  of  its  hav- 
ing been  so  recently  issued. — I  shall  now. 
Sir,  advert  to  the  silver  money  of  Ire- 
land. If  that  had  continued  to  consist 
of  mint  silver  as  it  did  till  1804,  no  dif- 
ficulty, whatever,  would  present  itself  on 
Ibis  head  \  but  as  there  is  now  no  mint 
silver  in  Ireland,  and  as  its  place  is  sup- 
plied by  bank  tokens,  it  is  to  be  consider- 
ed what  shall  be  done  with  them  in  the 
arrangement  for  accomplishing  the  assimi- 
lation. They  consist  of  pieces  bearing 
tfae  value  of  6«.  30d.  \Qd,  and  5d.    Those 


for  Oj.  have  been  issued  by  the  bank  of 
Ireland  on  their  own  account^  each  token 
is  a  Spanish  dollar  newly  stamped;  and 
as  the  dollar  is  now  current  in  Ireland  for 
4«.  lod,  it  circulates  in  these  tokens  for 
1 4^.  more  than  its  true  value.  The  amount 
of  them  in  circulation  is  232,352/.  The 
other  tokens  had  been  issued  by  the  bank 
on  account  of  the  government,  under  tho 
45  Geo.  3,  c.  42,  and  48  Geo.  3,  c,  31. 
By  these  acts  the  token  for  5d,  contains 
1-13  part  of  a  Spanish  dollar;  for  lOd. 
2-13,  and  for  30t/.  6-13  parts  ;  thus  giviiog 
to  the  dollar  the  value  of  5*.  5^.,  being 
Id,  more  than  its  true  value*.  The  a- 
mount  of  these  tokens  in  circulation  is 
743,404/. — As,  however,  these  tokens  were 
issued  to  serve  a  temporary  purpose,  and 
to  supply  the  place  of  mint  coin,  till  a  fit 
opportunity  should  present  itself  for  issu- 
ing a  new  silver  coinage,  I  shall  propose, 
sir,  in  order  to  render  the  silver  currency 
of  Ireland,  the  same  as  that  of  England, 
that  a  new  coinage  shall  be  issued  common 
to  both  countries,  and  I  feel  that  I  am 
fully  warranted  in  making  this  proposal 
so  far  as  England,  is  concerned,  because  it 
is  quite  notorious  that  there  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  a  new  coinage  in  this  coun-' 
try. — What  I  have  proposed  to  be  done  so 
far,  can  be  accomplished  by  the  executive 

fovernment,  but  this  will  not  be  sufficient, 
have  other  measures  to  propose,  butthese 
must  be  carried. into  effect  by  act  of  par- 
liament. As,  Sir,  I  am  most  anxious  that 
the  alteration  in  the  value  of  the  curren- 
cies should  not  be  attended  with  any  id- 
jury  to  individuals,  and  that  they  should 
not  have  any  grounds  for  entertaining  even 
apprehensions  of  suffering  injury,  1  shall 
propose  that  an  act  of  parliament  should 
be  passed  to  declare  that  all  contracts  for 
sums  of  money,  made  previous  to  the  day^ 
on  which  his  majesty  should  fix  by  hit 
proclamation  the  assimilation  to  take  place, 
should  be  construed  as  sums  of  Irish  cur- 
rency, unless  otherwise  expressed  by  the 
contract ;  and  that  all  contracts  for  sums 
of  money  made  subsequent  to  that  day, 
should  be  construed  to  be  for  sums  of  Bri» 
tish  money,  unless  also  otherwise  express- 
ed.    Such  a  regulation  would  secure  the 

*  It  is  impossible  that  any  arrangement 
of  the  value  of  these  tokens,  could  have 
been  more  against  the  spirit  and  advice  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  than  this, 
because  30(/.  \0d,  and  5d.  Irish  are  not 
convertible  into  any  adequate  sums  ^f 
English  currency. 
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faithful  performance  of  all  contracts,  and 
prevent  the  possiWlity  of  any  injury  being 
sustained  by  the  parties  to  these  contracts. 
— I  have  also  to  propose,  that  it  shall  be 
provided  by  act  of  parliament,  that  no 
banker  shall  issue  notes  for  sums  in  Irish 
currency  after  the  same  period;  and  in 
order  to  secure  the  currency  of  Bank  of 
England  paper  in  Dublin,  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  an  assimilation  of  paper  cur- 
rency as  well  as  of  the  currency  in  coin, 
I  shall  propose  that  this  paper  shall  be 
made  a  legal  tender  in  Ireland  equally 
with  the  ^nk  of^  Ireland  paper.  I  con- 
ceive. Sir,  it  is  quite  sulhcient  to  make  the 
bank  paper  of  one  country  current  in  the 
otber^  in  order  to  obtain  a  common  cur- 
rency of  paper,  and  that  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  make  Bank  of  Ireland  paper 
a  legal  tender  in  England,  because  the 
power  of  converting  Bank  of  Ireland  paper 
into  Bank  of  England  paper  in  Ireland, 
which  must  be  the  result  to  a  great  degree 
of  making  the  latter  a  legal  tender  there 
to  the  extent  proposed,  will  give  to  the 
Bank  of  Ireland  paper  all  the  qualities  of 
the  latter. — ^These,  Sir,  are  the  several 
measures  which  I  propose  to  have  adopted, 
as  forming  a  plan  calculated  to  accom- 
plish the  assimilation  of  the  currencies  of 
the  two  countries.  And,  I  feel  quite  con- 
fident, that  each  of  them  is  not  only  prac- 
ticable, but,  in  every  respect  calculated  so 
fts  not  to  injure  any  one.  I  am  very  well 
aware  of  the  great  difficulty  of  arranging 
a  plan  for  such  a  purpose,  and  was  it  not 
that  I  find  such  good  authority  for  every 
thing  that  I  have  proposed,  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  or  this  house  and  m  the 
precedent  of  Scotland,  I  should  be  very 
backward  in  recommending  it  with  the 
degree  of  confidence  that  I  now  do. — 
But,  before  1  quit  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  some  observations  upon 
the  probable  operation  of  this  plan.  In 
regard  to  money  on  account,  or  the 
way  in  which  accounts  are  stated,  ft  will 
be  optional  to  adhere  to  the  mode  of 
stating  them  in  Irish  currency,  or  to  adopt 
the  money  of  account  in  use  in  England. 
It  certainly  will  be  most  convenient  to 
state  them  in  English  currency  because  the 
money  of  account  will  correspond  with  the 
money  of  circulation.  In  respect  to  pay- 
ments of  money,  those  made  with  guineas, 
mint  silver,  or  bank  notes  current  for  gui- 
neas, the  operation  of  making  them  will  be 
exactly  the  same  as  it  now  is.  The  gui- 
neas, will  pay  22f.  9d.  Irish  currency. 


just  as  it  now  does,  the  half  crown  2*.  8<f., 
the  shilling  U.  Irf.  Every  one,  therefore, 
receiving  or  paying  rent^  or  interest  money 
with  them,  will  receive  or  pay  just  as 
much,  both  nominally  and  really,  as  he 
receives  or  pays  under  the  present  state  of 
things.  But  payments  made  with  bank 
notes  current  for  so  many  pounds  British 
currency,  or  with  the  new  copper  coin 
will  appear  to  be  difierently  made ;  though 
in  reality  they  will  not  be  so ;  for  though 
\2d,  of  the  new  coin  will  pay  what  13^. 
of  the  present  one  pays,  ks  \2d,  of  the  new 
coin  will  contain  as  much  copper  as  \'Sd. 
of  the  present  coin,  the  value  of  12  pen- 
nies of  one  will  be  equal  to  the  value  of 
13  pennies  of  the  other.  So  the  pound 
note  for  20^.,  though  it  will  pay  what  the 
pound  note  for  205.  Irish  pays  together 
with  U,  8i.  Irish,  as  it  will  be  worth  20 
shillings,  and  each  shilling  will  be  worth 
\2d.  of  the  new  coin,  it  will  be  exactly  of 
the  same  value  as  the  Irish  pound  note^ 
together  with  the  U.  ^d.  Irish ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  difterence  in  way  of  making  pay- 
ments with  those  notes  will  be  a  nominal 
and  not  real  one.  For  if  a  landlord  shall 
receive  108/.  6s,  Sd,  of  his  rents  as  staled 
in  Irish  currency,  by  the  payments  of 
a  note  for  100/.  of  the  new  currency,  he 
will  receive  the  full  value  of  his  rent, 
because  he  will  be  able  to  obtain  for  this 
note  of  100/.  as  many  guineas,  shillings, 
or  pence,  as  he  could  get  with  108/.  6s.  Sd, 
of  paper  of  Irish  currency  ;  or  rather,  sir. 
to  speak  with  greater  accuracy,  he  would 
be  able  to  purchase  with  this  note  for 
100/.  as  many  commodities  as  he  could 
purchase  with  the  103/.  6s,  Sd,  of  Irish 
currency.  It  being  an  established  maxim 
in  the  science  of  political  economy,  that 
the  real  value  of  a  commodity  does  not 
depend  upon  the  value  of  the  money  with 
which  it  IS  purchased,  but  Upon  the  pro- 
portion which  the  supply  bears  to  the  de- 
mand of  such  commodity.  If,  sir,  I  was 
not  perfectly  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
this  maxim,  I  never  would  have  proposed 
any  alteration  in  the  currency  of  Ireland* 
For  if  landlords  should  be  injured  by  it, 
I  have  many  reasons  to  be  adverse  to  it ; 
and  I  should  hope  that  I  shall  have  credit 
given  to  me  when  I  say,  that  the  last  thing 
that  I  would  ever'  undertake  would  be  a 
measure  by  which  the  tenantry  of  Ireland 
should  be  clandestinely  injured. — I  hav^ 
now.  Sir,  only  to  make  a  very  few  obser- 
vations as  to  the  time  of  carrying  this  plan 
into  effect.  I  conceive,  sir,  that  no  ttnqi 
can  be  so  fit  as  the  present,  because  it  so 
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happens  that  exchange  is  nearly  at  par. 
When  the  Committee  made  their  Report, 
exchange  was  so  mach  against  Ireland, 
that  it  formed  a  very  inconsiderable  ob- 
stacle to  the  measure  which  they  recom- 
mended. As  it  may  again  become  un- 
favourable in  the  sitme  degree  in  which  it 
was  before  to  one  country  or  the  other,  in 
consequence  of  the  power  which  the 
bank  possesses  of  issuing  whatever  quan- 
tity of  paper  it  pleases,  it  is  particularly 
desirable  that  this  opportunity  should  not 
be  lost.  This  in.  fact  has  been  the  very 
first  opportunity  that  had  occurred  since 
the  committee  made  its  report;  and  it  is  for 
this  reason  that  I  have  thought  it  advisable 
to  bring  the  subject  before  the  house. — 
The  conclusion  then.  Sir,  which  I  desire 
that  the  house  may  draw  from  what  I  have 
said,  is,  that  this  measure  of  assimilating 
the  currencies  would  be  productive  of  the 
removal  of  feelings  of  distinction  between 
the  people  of  England  and  Ireland  that 
ought  not  to  exist;  that  it  will  relieve 
the  cotlimercial  intercourse  of  these  coun- 
tries from  a  great  and  injurious  restraint ; 
and  that  it  will  do  away  the  existence  of 
an  exchange  between  them ;  that  the  plan 
for  carrying  it  into  effect  is  one  of  great 
simplicity,  and  perfectly  practicable  with- 
out injury  to  any  one,  and  that  the  present 
is  the  most  fit  period  that  could  occur  for 
accomplishing  it;  and  though  I  cannot  ex* 
pect  that  a  proposal  of  a  great  alteration 
m  a  manner  so  extremely  abstruse  and 
coaiplicated,  can  at  once  meet  with  very 
general  approbation,  I  do  feel  confident 
that  the  more  it  is  examined,  the  greater 
will  be  the  numbers  of  those  who  will 
give  their  support  to  it. — I  shall  move. 
Sir,  that  you  do  now  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  wFofter  said,  that  though  he  agreed 
with  the  bon.  gent,  as  to  the  eligibility  of 
doing  away  the  exchange  between  the  two 
conntries,  yet  he  could  not  subscribe  to  the 
measure  which  he  proposed,  as  he  did  not 
consider  it  calculated  to  produce  the  end ; 
even  if  it  were,  he  did  not  know  by  what 
legislative  measure  they  could  enforce  the 
adoption  of  it.  Remittances,  however 
made,  must  be  made  in  money,  and  both 
banks  wel'e  tied  up  from  issumg  a  guinea 
beyond  a  certain  sum.  He  thought  it  im- 
possible to  put  down  the  exchange  altoge- 
ther ;  perhaps  the  most  they  touTd  expect 
was  to  prevent  the  fluctuations  to  which 
it  was  now  subject.  The  hon.  gent,  re- 
commended that  the  bank  of  England  pa- 
per should  be  a  legal  tender  in  Ireland ; 
but  he  (Mr.  F.)^would  ask,  was  the  bank,  df 


Ireland  paper  a  legal  tender  here?  And  \m 
would  warn  the  house  bow  it  would  adopt 
any  measure,  the  consequences  of  which 
might  be  so  injurious  to  the  country,  as  the 
madking  of  bank  paper  a  legal  tender  in 
any  part  of  the  kingdom.  He  must  oppose 
the  motion  for  going  into  a  committee,  as  no 
good  could  result  from  it,  and  much  ii^ju- 
ry  might  possibly  ensue,  in  the  present  \ 
state  of  things,  if  the  attempt  were  made 
^without  success.  About  foui*  years  ago, 
th^re  was  scarcely  any  currency  in  Ireland, 
but  since  then  there  was  a  sufficiency  of 
silver  to  answer  all  her  domestic  purposes ; 
she  was  also  in  complete  possession  of  4 
copper  currency  much  better  than  that  of 
England ;  the  amount  of  her  silver  cur« 
rency  was  about  1,200,000/.,  200,000  of 
which  was  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
in  Bank  tokens ;  there  was  no  part  of  thm 
Irish  currency  aliquot  parts  of  the  English 
denomination.  The  hon.  gent,  proposed 
to  call  in  and  recoin  all  this  money ;  bul 
he  had  not  stated  what  was  to  be  done  in 
the  mean  time,  or  how  the  inconvenience 
of  waiting  until  it  was  recoined,  was  to  be 
obviated.  He  (Mr.  F.)  was  against  hold- 
ing  up  to  the  expectations  of  the  country 
what  was  impracticable,  and  therefore  he 
would  oppose  the  motion  for  going  into  a 
committee. 

Mr.  CHara  said,  that  the  cause  of  *the 
exchange  between  the  two  countries  was, 
that  one  was  in  debt  to  the  other^  in  which 
case,  the  exchange  was  always  in  fiaivoar 
of  that  which  was  the  creditor.  Ireland 
was  much  in  debt  to  England. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  said,  that  he  was  a 
member  of  the  conmiittee  to  which  the 
hon.  ^ent.  had  referred,  but  when  the 
committee  recommended  the  measure  he 
had  quoted,  they  had  a  view  to  an  antece- 
dent measure,  wliich  did  not  take  place. 

Mr.  PoMonly  said,  that  though  he  enter* 
tained  the  greatest  respect  for  every  thing 
that  fell  from  his  hon.  friend,  who  hao, 
upon  that  occasion,  displayed  great  ability 
and  knowledge ;  still  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  his  plan  would,  after  all,  be  attended 
with  considerable  difficulty,  if  it  was  not 
altogether  impracticable.  While  the  re« 
striction  with  respect  to  the  issuing  of  mo* 
ney  from  the  Banks  existed,  he  thought 
there  was  a  great  obstacle  to  it;  nor  did 
he  think  that  the  equalization  of  the  coin 
would  produce  so  great  an  effect  upon  the 
exchange  as  the  hon.  gent,  seemed  to 
think.  A  bill  which  had  been  broughti 
forward  by  an  hon.  friend  of  his,  the  mean- 
bw  for  Wateffiurd,  (Sr  J.  N«wp9rt)  per- 
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initting  the  export  of  corn  from  Ireland  in- 
to England,  had  done  more  to  equalize  the 
exchange  than  all  the  other  causes  put  to- 
gether. Looking  forward  with  hope  to 
the  time  \«henit  would  be  more  practica- 
ble than  at  present,  he  would,  if  he  might 
presume  to  advise  his  hon.  friend,  rel*om- 
mend  that  he  would  not  press  the  house  to 
a  division  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  D,  Giddy  allowed  that  it  would  be 
a  desirable^object  to  assimilate  the  course 
of  exchange,  but  did  not  think  the  mea- 
sure before  them  calculated  to  effect  it. 

Mr.  PamcU  said,  that  he  wished  to  set 
himself  right  in  the  conception  of  the 
bouse,  in  a  few  parts  of  his  statement,  in 
which  he  had  been  misapprehended.  He 
was  always  aware  that  bank  paper  was 
not  a  legal  tender,  and  he  thought  he  had 
guarded  against  the  appearance  of  any  in* 
ftention  of  making  it  so,  as  his  words  were 
*'  as  legal  a  tender  in  Ireland  as  in  Eng- 
land," not  simply  a  legal  tender.  As  to 
what  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr. 
Foster)  had  said,  his  whole  argument  was 
founded  on  a  misconception.  When  he 
propo^d  to  call  in  the  coin,  he  did  not  in- 
tend that  it  should  be  done  until  new  coin 
was  prepared  to  supply  its  place.  As  to 
what  had  been  objected  against  the  assi- 
milation of  the  coin,  &c.  as  inadequate  to 
keep  down  the  exchange,  they  would  fmd 
that  it  had  succeeded  in  Scotland  ;  and 
with  respect  to  the  objection  of  time,  the 
present  state  of  exchange,  as  he  had  said 
before,  rendered  it  peculiarly  appropriate. 

The  motion  was  then  tiegatived  without 
a  division. 

[MiLiTfA  Completion  Bill.]  The 
order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for 
going  into  a  committee  on  the  Militia  Com- 
pletion Bill,  Ion}  Castlereagh  moved,  that 
the  house  do  now  resolve  itself  into  the 
said  Committee. 

Lord  A,  Hamilton  repeated  his  objec- 
tions to  the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  the  pledge 
which  had  been  given  to  the  country  in  a 
former  bill,  which  pledge  the  adoption  of 
the  present  bill  would  forfeit. 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied,  that  no  such 
pledge  had  ever  beeir  given.  As  the  best 
proof  of  this,  he  observed  that  he  had  in- 
troduced into  the  present  bill  words  pre- 
cisely similar  to  those  in  the  bill  alluded  to 
by  the  noble  lord,  without  the  least  inten- 
tion that  those  words  should  carry  with 
^them  ao^  thing  like  a  pledge.  He  should 
not  consider  it  consistent  with  his  public 
dutytomak^  a  proposition  which  should 
•o  tie  up  ttU  future  diacretioQ  of  parlia- 
ment. 


The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee.  A  long  discussion  ensued  oii 
the  first  clause.  Mr.  Giles  and  Mi*.  Wind- 
hatn  contended  that  it  was  absurd  to  pro- 
vide Ibr  supplying  a  deficiency  in  the 
Militia  to  the  extent  stated  in  the  bill, 
without  the  possibility  of  pi^viously  know- 
ing whether  or  not  the  volunteering  into 
the  line  would  be  so  complete  as  to  occa- 
sion that  deficiency. 

Lord  A.  Hamlton  was  by  no  means 
satisfied  that  the  different  militia  regi- 
ments would  furnish  the  quotas  required 
from  them  for  the  line* ;  without  speakinjg 
positively  as  to  the  fact  in  general,  he 
knew  one  regiment  which  failed  in  furnish- 
ing its  quota. 

Lord  Castlereagh  could  see  no  drflSculty 
in  disposing  of  the  supernumeraries  in  the 
Militia,  even  should  it  turn  out,  which  he 
did  not  think  it  would,  that  the  volunteer- 
ing into  the  line  would  not  be  so  exten- 
sive as  the  present  bill  anticipated.  They 
might  be  added  to  the  existing  companies, 
or  formed  into  additional  companies. 

Colonel  Wood  observed,  that  in  a  regi- 
ment which  he  had  the  honour  to  com- 
mand, the  quota  to  be  furnished  by  the 
bill  would  not  even  supply  the  deficien- 
cies occasioned  by  the  volunteering,  for 
the  latter  amounted  to  550,  wfiile  the  for- 
mer did  not  exceed  531  men. — The  clause 
was  eventually  agreed  to. 

The  next  clauses  related  to  the  ballot. 

Mr.  Giles  opposed  the  ballot,  as  pro- 
ductive of  great  mischiefs. 

Lord  Caslkrea^^h  defended  the  introduc- 
tion of  it  in  the  bill  before  the  committee. 
He  had  been  induced  to  extend  the  period 
before  which  the  ballot  was  not  to  be  re- 
sorted to,  firom  six  to  twelve  months;  but 
he  was  completely  of  opinion,  that  if  in  the 
latter  time  the  number  of  men  required 
were  not  furnished  by  means  of  recruiting, 
it  would  be  unwise  not  to  secure  them  by 
other  means. 

Mr.  Windham  ridiculed  the  expectation 
that  the  recruiting  could  proceed  success- 
fully with  a  small  bounty,  while  the  men 
willing  to  enlist  had  in  prospect  the  period 
when  the  operation  of  the  ballot  would 
necessarily  cause  a  great  augmentation  of 
bounty.  The  argument  of  the  nt)ble  lord 
was,  as  if  he  should  say  to  such  men, 
"  Come,  come,  my  lads,  make  haste,  takt 
V2,  guineas,  for  if  you  don't,  you  will  be 
very  soon  compelled  to  take  +0.*' — ^(A 
laugh.) — Nothing  could  be  more  unfound- 
ed than  the  hopes  that  under  circumstances 
like  these  the  recruiting  would  flourish. 
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Mr.  GiieB  objected  to  this  as  the  worst 
possible  mode  of  recruiting  the  army,  and 
by  no  means  to  be  compared  to  recruit- 
ing by  the  officers  of  government. 

Lord  Casiitreagh^  maintained  the  clause 
as  a  fundamental  part  of  the  present  mili- 
tary system  of  the  country  which  pre- 
ferred the  ballot  to  recruitfng  by  other 
means.  He  contended  that  the  former 
was  the  surer  mode  of  raising  the  men, 
and  confessed  he  was  not  daring  enough 
to  try  the  experiment  of  recruiting  recom- 
mended by  the  hon.  gent.  The  experi- 
ment for  one  year  was  all  he  durst  venture 
upon, 

Mr.  Gilex  explained.  Whether  friend 
to  the  ballot,  or  recruiting,  he  would 
equally  object  to  the  noble  Iord*s  plan 
and  take  the  sense  of  the  house  upon  the 
present  clause. — ^The  committee  tlien  di- 
vided. 

For   the  original  dause     -     -     52 

Against   it -J2 

Majority     -     -     — 40 

On  re-entering  Me  found  sir  J.  Montgo- 
mery proposing  that  recruits  for  militia 
regiments  might  be  raised  in  the  counties 
adjoining  to  that  to  which  they  belonged  ; 
which,  after  some  observations,  was  agreed 
to. 

Another  divison  took  place  on  the  clause 
for  imposing  a  fine  of  20/.  per  man,  on 
coQRties  failing  to  furnish  their  quota  of 
men. 

For  it     - 3^ 

Against  it     -------       9 

Majority     -     -     —25 

The  remaining  clauses  having  been  gone 
through,  Mr.  Bidduiph  proposed  a  new 
clause  :  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent 
peers  of  the  realm  claiming  exemption 
from  the  operation  of  the  bill.  On  this 
clause  thecommiitee  again  divided  ;  when 
the  numbers  were. 

For  the  clause     -     -     -     -    -     -     1 

Against  it -37 

Majority     -     -  —30 

The  house  having  resumed,  the  Chan*- 
man  reported  progress,  when  the  further 
consideration  was  postponed  till  Thursday 
next. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  April  1 9. 

[Irish  Commissioners'  Fees  Bill.]  Mr. 
Foster  moTed  the  Order  of  the  day  for 
the  second  reading  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Parnell  said,  that  he  did  not  in- 
Uad  to  oppose  this  motion;  but  he  wished 


to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  hit . 
opinion  upon  the  reports  already  madefy 
these  Commisioners.  He  said,  that  he  did 
not  think  the  report  upon  the  assessed 
taxes  was  such  .a*  one  as  th*?  great  defects 
in  the  manner  of  collecting  them  called 
for.  That  the  Commissioners  had  nol 
brought  to  li^ht  the  abuses  that  no* 
toriously  prevailed,  nor  given  any  advict 
by  which  the  system  might  be  amenJed. 
He  wished  that  they  \vould  review  th* 
subject  of.  collecting  these  taxes,  and 
suggest  what  might  appear  to  them  neces- 
sary for  rendermg  them  more  productive. 
The  other  reports  contained  a  large  portion 
6f  very  important  information,  and  did 
credit  to  the.  zeal  of  the  Comiuissioners. 
He  wished,  however,  to  know,  whether  the 
abuses  they  exposed  had  been  put  down> 
and  whether  the  recommendations  of  re- 
form contained  in  them  had  been  acted 
upon.  In  the  Custom  departments  they 
shewed  great  irregularities  to  have  exited 
in  the  conduct  of  the  officers  employed  to 
superintend  the  coasting  trade,  and  to 
take  care  of  goods  landed  on  bills  of  view 
— a  sum  of  200,(X)0/.  having  been  lost  to 
the  public  by  goods  taken  away  fro;n  the 
Custom-house>  without  payment  of  duty. 
— ^They  likewise  found  greai  tauUwith  the 
system  in  which  the  collector's  accounts 
were  ordered  to  be  kept,  and  wi;h  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Sub-Commissioners.  In 
the  Excise  department,  they  fuUy  proved 
that  where  a  revenue  of  700,0()('/  bad 
been  collected  On  spirits,  one  of  2,200,000/. 
ought  to  have  been  levied.  This  was  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  because  it 
proved  beyond  a  doubt  that,  if  this  duty 
was  properly  collected,  no  necessity  would 
exist  of  any  such  tax  as  thit  proposed 
this  year  on  malt.  The  Commissioners,  as 
a  remedy  for  illicit  distillation,  had  pro- 
posed the  adoption  of  small  stdls,  as  used 
in  Scotland,  a  remedy  that  af)pev)red  to  be 
the  only  efiectualone  that  could  be  adopted. 
The  hon.  member  s^id,  it*  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  something  should  be  done 
immediately  to  meet  the  evil^  for  that  one 
county  had  been  fined  at  the  la<t  assizes 
5,000/.  He  said  that  the  existing  laws 
were  very  defective,  inasmuch  as  they  im- 
posed very  heavy  fines  on  illicit  distdla- 
tion,  at  the  same  time  they  obstructed 
legal  distillation,  by  giving  great  en- 
couragement to  larc^e  stills,  which  requir- 
ing very  great  capital,  could  not  be  set  to 
work  in  the  counties  where  the  illicit 
distilling  was  carried  on,  for  want  of  suffi- 
cient capital.    He  next  adverted  to  U\e 
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Auction  daty,  which  appeared  to  give  no 
produce  whatever.  But  the  most  im- 
portant matters  in  the  reports  of  these 
Commissioners,  was  a  recommendation 
that  all  revenue  officers  should  be  promoted 
in  succession,  and  acccording  to  merit, 
for  without  adhering  to  such  a  system^  it 
was  impossible  to  collect  the  revenue ; 
the  greater  part  of  the  abuses  arose  from 
the  improper  manner  in  which  appoint- 
ments took  place,  and  therefore  he  hoped 
that  this  advice  would  be  strictly  adopted. 
He  thought  it  extremely  hard  upon  the 
different  boards  of  Commissioners  that 
they  should  not  be  left  at  liberty  to  select 
and  promote  their  own  officers,  and  that, 
unless  they  had  this  power,  it  was  impos- 
sible that  they  could  discharge  their  duty 
in  the  manner  they  ought  to  do.  He  by 
no  means  intended  to  attach  blame  to  the 
present  boards,  for  any  thinz  that  these 
reports  contained,  because  he  did  not 
know  how  far  measures  had  been  taken 
by  them  to  remove  the  abuses  complained 
of,  or  whether  they  had  had  the  means  of 
preventing  them. 

Mr.  Pester  said,  that  m  respect  to  the 
assessed  taxes,  the  sub- commissioners,  and 
the  distilleries,  it  was  his  intention  to  bring 
forward  measure**  immediately  for  meeting 
the  conoplaihts  contained  in  the  reports. 
That  steps  had  been  taken  with  good  effect 
already  to  do  away  the  abuses  that  exist- 
ed in  the  (toasting  trade,  landing  goods  on 
bi41s  of  view,  and  the  collection  of  the 
auction  duties. — That  the  mode  of  stating 
the  collectors  accounts  was  very  truly 
pointed  out  as  defective,  and  that  mea.sures 
should  be  adopted  for  refohning  it. — ^That 
in  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  inferior 
officers  of  the  revenue,  he  should  propose 
to  grant  an  amnesty  of  all  transgressions 
up  to  the  period  of  the  late  regulations  for 
increasing  their  salaries,  nearly  the  whole 
of  them  having  taken  fee»  under  the  former 
system,  in  consequence  of  the  smallness 
of  their  salaries  and  legal  emoluments. — 
That,  however,  it  was  the  fixed  determinar 
tion  of  the  government  to  act  without  any 
regard  to  persons  and  services  in  punishing 
any  officer  who  should  hereafter  take  a 
fee.  The  right  hon.  member  said  that 
in  regard  to^  the  distilleries,  he  had  last 
year,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
many  persons,  admitted  stills  of  800  gal- 
lons to  be  used,  but  that  it  would  an^tver 
no  end  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  exist- 
ing laws  till  a  complete  reformation  took 
place  in  the  conduct  of  the  inferior  offi- 
cers I  that  he  was  glad  the^  hoa.  member 


had  sought  for  the  information  he  had  dcr 
sired,  as  it  gave  him  an  opportunity  of 
fully  justifying  the  policy  of  the  present 
bill. 

Col.  Ardidall  said,  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  something  should  be  done 
to  put  down  the  illicit  distillation,  and  pro- 
tect the  people  of  his  part  of  the  country 
from  the  great  rigor  oi  the  distilling  laws. 

Col.  Bcury  said,  it  was  with  great  reluct- 
ance he  ever  differed  from  his  right  hon. 
friend,  but  he  must  say  that  be  thought 
the^ningof  counties  for  illicit  stills  ais- 
covered  in  them  was  a  most  unjust  pro- 
ceeding.— ^That  15,600/.  had  been  ordered 
to  be  levied  in  his  county,  and  that  if  pay- 
ment of  it  is  enforced  that  it  will  ruin  many 
.  poor  families. — He  therefore  thought  that 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  something 
should  be  done  immediately  to  relieve  the 
people  from  such  enormous  penalties. 

Mr.  O'Hara  expressed  the  same  opinion. 
— ^The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

[Bankrupt  Laws  Bill.]  The  house 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on 
the  Bankrupt  Laws  Amendment  bill. 

Sir  S.  Ramilly,  in  order  to  obviate  an 
objection,  which  he  understood  was  to  be 
made  to  the  clause  for  allowing  bankrupts 
who  may  have  obtained  their  certificates 
to  be  witnessesji  without  any  release  of 
their  allowances,  in  cases  where  their  as- 
signees were  claimants,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, to  provide  that  bankrupts  were  not 
to  be  allowed  to  be  admitted  as  witnesses 
under  this  act,  but  in  such  cases  wherein 
they  may  by  law  be  competent  wit- 
nesses before  the  passing  of  this  act. — ^The 
effect  of  this  amendment  was  to  allow 
bankrupts  to  be  witnesses  upon  releasing 
their  interest  in  the  particular  matter  in 
issue,  without  a  general  release  of  their 
allowances  upon  the  other  property  assign- 
ed under  the  commission. 

A  long  discussion  ensued  both  on  the 
clause  and  the  amendment,  in  which  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  and  Mr. 
Davies  Giddy,  expressed  strong  doubts  of 
the  propriety  of  making  any  inroad  upon 
the  law  and  rules  of  evidence  as  they  exist 
at  this  foment ;  and  sir  Sdmuel  Romiliy, 
Mr.  Stephen,  Mr.  Jacob,  Mr/  Morris,  and 
sir  Charles  Price,  argued,  in  substance, 
that  it  was  desirable  to  adopt  the  clause 
thus  amended,  in  order  to  do  away  the 
practice  of  giving  nominal  releases  by 
fictitious  instruments  which  were  af^r- 
wards  to  be  concealed,  and  to  prevent^  if 
the  release  were  real,  the  bankrupt  from 
being' obHged  to  give  all  ^e  woula  in  that ' 
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case  possess  in  the  world,  for  the  purpose 
of  becoming  a  competent  witness.  The 
ameDdment    was,   however,   in   the    end 

t        agreed  to,  and  the  clause  so  amended  re- 

I         tained  as  a  part  of  the  bill. — On  the  clause 

J  for  requiring  creditors  to  release  all  right 
of  action,  on  proving  their  debt  under  a 
commission  of  bankruptcy,  the  Attorney 

j  General  stated  that  he  had  some  objections 
to  this  clause,  but  should  wa^e  them,  as 

I  be  understood  that  his  hon.  and  learped 
friend  intended  to -obviate  them  by  a  clause, 
whiph  would  provide  against  a  creditor's 
releasing  his  right  of  action  against  a 
third  party,  where  he  had  such  right,  as 
well  as  such  bankrupt,  and  to  prevent 
the  creditor  from  releasing  his  right  of 
action  against  the  future  ejects  of  a  bank- 
rupt, whose  dividends  under  a  second 
commission  of  bankruptcy  should  not 
amount  to  fifleen  shillings  in  the  pound. 
— ^On  the  clause  for  authorizing  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  or  the  Lord  Kef  per  of  the 
Great  Seal,  for  the  time  being,  to  direct 
notices,  other  than  personal  notices,  to  be 
served  upon  creditors  in  England  and  Ire- 
land reciprocally,  upon  appeals  by  peti-' 
tion  on  the  part  of  a  bankrupt,  to  whom 
his  creditors  should  afler  two  years  con- 
tinue to  refuse  his  certificate,  a  member 
took  some  trifling  objections,  which,  after 
a  few  observations  from  sir  Samuel  Uo- 
milly  and  the  Solicitor  General,  were 
over-ruled,  sir  Samuel  Romilly  having 
previously  stated  his  intention  to  bring  in 
a  clause,  after  the   bill   should  be  ^une 

I  through,  providing  that  in  all  such  cases 
such  other  notice  should  under  English 

I  commissions  be  given  in  the  Dublin  Ga- 
zette to  Irish  creditors,  and  under  Irish 
commissions  of  bankruptcy  to  English 
creditors  in  the  London  Gazette. —  On 
the  clause  giving  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 
or  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  the 
power  to  grant  a  certificate  on  such  ap- 
'  peal  by  the  bankrupt,  if  the  certificate 
should  appear  to  have  been  withheld  by 
the  creditors  from  improper  motives,  ano- 
ther long  discussion  took  place,  the  Attor- 
ney General  and  Mr.  Jacob  contending 
that  it  was  more  fit  that  the  powec  of 
granting  or  withholding  the  certificate 
should  be  vested  in  the  creditors  or  in 
some  proportion  of  them,  than  in  any  other 
tribunal,  becjiuse  the  creditors  must  be 
the  best  judges  whether  the  bankruptcy' 
was  fraudulent,  though  it  might  not  at  all 
times  be  in  their  power  to  prove  the 
grounds  upon  which  they  were  of  this 
opinion,  on  aa  appeal  by  the  bankrupt 
Vol.  XIV. 


to  the  Chancellor.  Whilst,,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  most  strenuously  contended 
by  Mr.  Abercromby,  that  this  was  the 
most  beneficial  clause  in  the  bill,  becaus^. 
no  certificate  would  be  granted  upon  an  ' 
appeal,  unless  it  should  appear  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  that  the  creditors  have 
no  good  ground  for  withholding  it ;  and 
it  appeared  from  an  account  on  the  table, 
that  out  of  16,(X)0  persons,  who  had. been 
bankrupt  within  the  last  twenty  years, 
6,597  were  uncertificated,  and  coulJ  never 
acquire  any  property  for  themselves  or 
their  families,  unless  this  clause  should  be 
enacted  to  place  them  within  the  reach 
of  relief. 

Mr.  Stephen  contended  that  the  great 
proportion  of  uncertificated  bankrupts 
being  three-eighths  of  the  whole  number, 
proved  that  the  interference  of  parliament 
was  necessary.  This  proportion  was  much 
the  greatest  in  years  of  unexampled  mis- 
fortune; and  this  circumstance  went 
strongly  to  prove,  that  it  was  not  merely 
the  dishonesty  of  debtors,  but  their  mis- 
fortunes, which  were  punished  by  stopp- 
ing their  certificates. 

The  Solicitor  General  contended  that  it 
was  better  that,  according  to  the  law  as  it 
now  stands,  the  bankrupt's  certificate 
should  depend  on  the  judgment  of  the 
creditors  than  of  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
He  cited  to  this  effect  the  opinions  of  lord 
Thurlow,  lord  Rosslyn,  and  lord  Clare, 
who  had  been  all  ot  them  chancellors. 
He  thought  that  in  this  bill  humanity  ap- 
peared to  be  confined  to  the  bankrupts, 
and  that  the  sufieriugs  of  the  creditors 
had  not  been  sufiiciently  attended  to..  If, 
however,  the  clause  should  be  rejected, 
he  would  move  fhat  instead  of  four-fifths 
of  the  creditors,  three-fourths  of  the  cre- 
ditors, and  of  those  only  who  had  released 
the  person  of  the  bankrupt,  should  be  suf*- 
ficient  for  signing  the  certificate. 

Sir  Samuel  RomiUy  said,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  had  mis-stated  what 
lord  Eld  on  had  said  about  the  opinions  of 
lords  Thurlow,  Rosslyn,  and  Clare.  What 
they  had  said  was,  that  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  leave  the  determination  of  the 
certificate  entirely  to  the  Chancellor. 
The  present  clause,  however,  did  no  such 
thing  :  it  only  empowered  the  Chancellor 
to  interfere  if  he  thought  proper,  upon  a 
petition  presented  by  a  bankrupt  who  had 
been  two  years  without  his  certificate. 
Now,  as  to  fraudulent  bankrupts,  all  those 
who  had  any  experience  in  the  court  of 
chancery  knew  that  they  obtained   their 
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certificate  easier  than  tlie  honest  bank- 
rupts.    Fraudulent  bankrupts  always  con- 
trived to  have  false  debts  proved,  in  order 
to  get  themselves  whitewashed,  according 
to  the  common  phrase.     Their  bankrupt- 
cies were  for'the  purpose  of  gaining  thek 
certificates;    whereas    honest    bankrupts 
had  much  oftener  to  endure  the  severity 
of  the  laws  from  the  obstinacy  or  caprice 
of  some   one  creditor.      He  allowed  die 
people  of  England  and  the  meYchants  of 
England    were    tjenerally  humane  ;    but 
often  great  cruelties  were  practised,  which 
the  law  should    prevent.      To  say,  that 
from  the  humanity  of  the  English  charac- 
ter these  cruelties  were  not  common,  was 
in  fact   to  say   nothing.      Neither   were 
murders  common,  but  that  was  no  reason 
that  there  should  not  be  laws  against  them. 
He  codd  staif  one  instance  of  cruelty  to 
a  bankrupt  wliich  came  within  his  *own 
knowledge.     A   bankrupt  had   been  ar- 
rested at   the  suit  of  a  house  in  the  city, 
and  one  of  the  partners  of  that  house  was 
chosen  the  assignee.     This  assignee  de- 
layed for  three  years  to  make  any  sort  of 
dividend,  in  order  that  the  house  might 
riot  be  obliged  to  make  its  election  about 
proving  under  the  commission.     At  the 
end  oY  three  years,  however  he  was  oblig- 
ed to  make  a  dividend,  but  he  then  divided 
his  debt,   proving   only  one-half.      This 
creditor  had  frequently  been  hej^rd  to  de- 
clare, that  the  bankrupt  should  never  go 
out  of  jail  except  to  his  grave,  and  his 
threat  was  accomplished.     It  having  been 
stated  to  the  Chancellor,  that  the  bank- 
rupt CQuld   not  live  more  than  two   or 
three  weeks  longer  in  confinement,  be  ap- 
pointed an  early  day  to  hear  his  petition  ; 
but  though   the  decree  was  in  favour  of 
the  bankrupt,  the  assignee   contrived  to 
have  another    detainer  laid    upon    him, 
ivhich  gave  rise  to  a  more  protracted  liti- 
gation, artd  his  debtor  never  did  leave  the 
jail  but  for  his  grave ;  and  there  was  no 
doubt  biit  the  death  of  the  bankrupt  was 
owing  to  the  obduracy  of  the  creditor. 
He  did  not  say  that  such  cases  were  com- 
mon, but  that  they  should  not  be  allowed 
to  exist.     The  life   of  an  honest  man  or 
his  perpetual  imprisonment,  should   not 
depend  upon  the  caprice  of  p&rtial  judges, 
after  the  bankrupt  had  fairly  surrendered 
his  effects.  • 

Mr,  Wilson  said  he  was  rather  anxious 
not  to  admit  this  clause  tfi^n  to  dispute  it ; 
but  till  he  could  put  the  bankrupt  law  on 
a  footing  which  should  protect  the  fair 
trader,  he  could  not  agree  to  adopt  it. 


.  The  clause  was  then  agreed  to.  Seve- 
ral new  clauses  were  afterwards  brought 
up  by  sir  Samuel  Romilly  and  the  Soli- 
citor General,  and  agreed  t.oi  The  house 
resumed ;  the  report  was  received,  and 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  further  consider- 
ation this  day  se'nnight. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

ThurscLiy,  Apiil  20. 
[Breach  of  Privilege.]  Sir  Charles^ 
Hamilton  presented  a  Petition  from 
Daniel  Butler,  the  Sherift's  officer,  by 
whom  he  had  been  arrested,  and  who  had 
been  confined  in  Newgate,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  Parliament.  The  Petition  stated.  That 
the  petitioner  with  all  humility  and  con- 
trition, most  humbly  begs  pardon  of  the 
hotKe,  and  particularly  of  sir  ^Charles 
Hamilton>  bart.,  the  hon.  member  whom 
he  so  grossly  and  personally  insulted  on 
Wednesday  the  12th  day  of  this  instant 
April,  as  appears  by  the  Votes  of  the  house 
as  follows ;  "  That,  on  Wednesday  last, 
about  half  an  hour  after  three  of  the  clock 
in  the  afternoon,  he  was  arrested  in  his 
own  house  by  the  said  Daniel  Butler  (art- 
officer  of  the  Sheritl'of  Middlesex),  and 
that  he  was  insulted  by  him  for  endeavour- 
ing to  convince  him  that  he  was  not  th« 
person  specified  in  the  writ,  in  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  this  house ^**  upon  which 
Complaint  the  petitioner  was  by  the  house 
committed  to  Newgate ;  and  Chat  the. peti- 
tioner has  been  an  officer  to  the  SherilFof 
Middlesex  ten  years,  in  which  situation 
he  trusts  he  has  conducted  himself  with  the 
strictest  propriety ;  and  intentionally  to 
give  any  offence,  or  to  attempt  to  arrest 
any  hon.  member  of  this  house,  is  the  last 
thing  he  could  think  of,  well  knowing  how 
they  are  priviteged  ;  but  this  unfortunate 
mistake  arose  from  the  instruction  he  re- 
ceived from  a  brother-officer,  who  re- 
quested the  petitioner  to  execute  the  said 
writ  for  him,  it  being  a  practice  for  one 
officer  to  oblige  another  in  that  way ;  and 
the  petitioner  had  a  paper  to  that  effect  in 
his  hand  wheA  at  the  bar  of  the  house  on 
Friday'  last ;  and  that  the  petitioner,  after 
he  was  so  committed,  in  the  lobby  of  the 
house  expressed  his  sorrow  and  contrition 
to  the  said  sir  Charles  Hamilton  for  the 
great  ofience  he  had  committed  on  his  per- 
son in  so  arresting  him  for  another  baronet 
of  the  said  name,  the  writ'  being  for  a  sir 
John  Charles  Hamilton ;  and  the  petitioner 
begs  to  state  that  he  has  a  wife  and  seven 
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children  that  depend  upon  his  exertion  for 
their, support,  and  they  as  well  as  the  peti- 
tioner lament  this  unfortunate  transaction, 
and  humbly  implore  the  house,  that,  in 
their  merCy,  they  ^ill  pardon  the  peti- 
tioner's great  crime,  and  order  him  to  be 
brought  up  to  the  bar  of  the  house  to  be 
discharged,  the  petitioner  being  fully  con- 
vinced of  his  crime. 

Sir  C.  Hamilton  moved,  that  he  be 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  house  to-morrow, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  discharged. — 
Agreed  to. 

[Papers  relative  to  the  ^Armistice 
IN  Portugal.]  Mr.  Yorke  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  making  his  promised  motion, 
relative  to  the  Convention  and  Armistice 
in  Portugal.  He  wished  particularly  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  some 
political  circumstances,  by  which  it  would 
appear,  that  some  opinions  of  gen.  Bernar- 
dine  Freire,  with  respect  to  the  Armistice 
concluded,  in  Portugal,  coming  to  this 
country  before  the  dispatches  of  sir  Hew 
Dairy mple,  had  tended  to  prejudice  the 
public  mind  against  that  otljcer.  A  plain 
statement  of  the  circumstances  would  tend 
to  shew  things  in,  perhaps,  their  proper 
colours.  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  it  appears, 
landed  in  Portugal  the  clay  after  the  battle 
of  Vimiera,  and'  had  proceeded,  not  from 
England,  where  he  mi^ht  obtain  exact 
information  in  every  pomt  of  view,  but 
from  Gibraltar,  where  he  must  necessarily 
have  been  uninformed.  He  had  not  been 
in  the  country  above  an  hour  and  a  half, 
when  general  Kellerman  arrived  with  a 
flag  of  truce;  in  this  situation,  he  of 
course  was  under  the  necessity  of  being 
completely  guided  and  governed  by  the 
officers  whom  he  found  on  the  spot ;  he 
then,  under  their  guidance,  concluded  an 
Armistice,  with  a  view  to  negociate  a  Con- 
vention, and  a  copy  of  this  Armistice  he 
communicated  to  gen.  Freire,  for  the  pur- 
pose ofikscertaininghis  sentiments  upon  it. 
What  was  the  consequence  of  this  highly 
political  step  ?  Why,  gen.  Freire,  townom 
sir  Hew  Dalrymple  had  sent  the  Armis- 
tice, in  order  to  profit  by  his  judgment  on 
it,  immediately  wrote  off  to  ministers 
here,  the  most  unfounded  comments 
concerning  *  it !  This  was  made  public 
here,  and  tended  very  much  to  inflame 
the  public  mind  against  sir  Hew  Dal- 
rymple. He  therefore  thought  it  now 
material  that  his  own  letter  on  the  subject 
to  lord  Castlereash  should  be  laid  before 
the  house..  Sir  lie w  Dalrymple  had  not 
thought  proper  to  avail  himself  of  these 


papers  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  be- 
cause they  were  of  a  political  nature>  and 
the  court  had  been  instituted  for  purposes 
merely  military.  In  justice,  then,  to  the 
character  of  that  officer,  he  hoped  these 
documents  would  be  now  produced,  from 
whepce  he  was  likely  to  acquire  some 
advantage.  The  only  representation  \vhich 
had  been  made  to  our  generals  in  Por- 
tugal, by  the  Portuguese  generalsupon  the 
subject,  was  a  letter  from  the  bishop  of 
Oporto  to  sir  Arthur  Wellesley;  and  thU 
Communication  was  made  some  days  after 
even  the  Convention  had  been  signed.  He 
should  be  one  of  the  last  men  in  the  house 
to  move  for  any  papers  by  the  production 
of  which  government  might  be  in  the 
least  degree  embarrassed;  he  trusted  ther« 
would  be  no  objection  on  their  part  to 
comply  with  his  present  motion.  He  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  conduct  of  sir  Hew 
Dalrymple  had  been  much  misunderstood, 
and  he  would  ask  whether  it  would  be 
candid  in  the^  house  to  refuse  him  a  justi- 
fication. He  had  met  a  most  severe  cen- 
sure J  a  censure,  too,  which  perhaps  those 
who  gave  it  did  not  justly  estimate.  The 
heroic  spirit  of  our  army  was  almost  pro- 
verbial, and  those  who  condemned  our 
officers  on  slight  grounds,  condemnations 
eagerly  echoed  by  a  venal  press,  ought 
to  be  severely  reprehended.  He  would 
appeal  to  the  case  of  sir  Robert  Calder,  • 
who,  after  much  service  and  splendid 
victories,  had  been  very  hardly  treated. 
He  then  moved,  "  That  an  humble  Ad- 
dress be  presented  his  majesty,  that  he 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  dii'ec- 
tions  that  there  be  laid  before  this  house, 
copies  or  extracts  of  a  Letter  from  lieut,- 
general  sir  Hew  Dalrymple  to  lor()  vis- 
count Castlereagh,  dated  23d  Dec.  1808; 
together  with  such  of  the  Enclosures  there- 
in contained  as  relate  to  any  representa- 
tions stated  to  have  been  made  by  any  of 
the  Portuguese  authorities  at  Oporto  to 
the  Portuguese  minister  in  London,  or  to 
lieut.  general  sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  late  Armistice  in  Por- 
tugal, signed  at  Vimiera  on  the  22d  of 
August  I  SOS,  in  so  far  as  the  production 
of  the  same  may  not  be  prejudicial  to  his 
majesty's  service;  and  aUo,  copy  of  a 
Letter  from  lord  viscount  Castlereagh  to 
lieut.-genei"al  sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  in  an- 
swer thereto,  dated  10th  Jan.  1809.'* 

Lord  Castlereagh  oppo'-ed  the  motion,  on " 
the  ground  that  he  had  left  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  whether  or 
not  he  would  have  those  papers  produced 
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at ,  the  Board  of  Inquiry,  which  he  de- 
ctined.  He  was  not  aware  that  any  im- 
pression had  been  made  on  the  public 
mind  adverse  to  the  officer  in  question, 
or  that  it  would  be  of  such  importance  to 
bis  character,  as  the  right  hon.  gent, 
seemed  to  think,  to  liavc  these  papers 
made  public.  Of  this  he  was  certain, 
that  every  representation  which  could  be 
favourable  to  sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  had 
been  laid  before  his  majesty  before  the 
final  decision. 

General  Tarkton  said,  although  he  would 
not  object  to  the  motion,  yet  he  could  not 
help  thinking  it  would  not  have  any  be- 
neficial effect  in  justifying  that  disgrace- 
ful Convention,  nor  any  of  those  coi^- 
necte<l  with  it.  This  general  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  an  army,  equal  if  not 
superior  to  the  French,  in  cavalry,  in  in- 
fantry, and  in  spirit.  *  These  were  opposed 
to  an  army  composed  of  bad  materials, 
for  the  army  of  Junot,  it  must  be  recol- 
lected, were  not  like  the  army  of  Spain ; 
in  short,  it  was  such  an  army  as  might 
very  likely  have  triumphed  over  the  Por- 
tuguese, but  not  over  the  British  forces. 
He  should  be  sorry  to  hear  any  officer  ex- 
pressing himself  as  that  right  hon.  gent, 
had  done,  for  although  he  (Mr.  Yorke) 
had  been  Secretary  at  War,  he  appeared 
to  have  a  very  different  tinge  of  mind 
from  any  military  person  as  to  military 
transactions.  Many  officers  had  told  him 
that  a  great  and  pernicious  effect  had  been 
produced  in  Spain,  in  consequence  of  the 
previous  Convention  of  Cintra ;  and  this 
he  believed,  as  it  could  not  be  deemed 
'  honourable  for  any  officer  to  go  with  the 
placard  of  Cintra  about  his  neck.  Never 
were  there  28,000  men  of  a  finer  descrip- 
tion than  those  employed  under  sir  Hew 
Dalrymple,  and  yet  we  had  nothing  like 
the  Convention  of  Cintra  that  stood  in  the 
annals  of  the  British  history,  Go<l  for- 
bid that  we  should  e^ier  loolj  upon  it  in 
any  other  view  than  as  most  disgraceful ; 
for  ho  would  rather  place  his  hand  in  the 
fire,  than  put  it  to  such  a  Convention  as 
that  was.  The  letter  called  for  had  not 
been  transmitted  till  eleven  days  after  the 
Convention  of  Cintra,  and  he  thought 
that  the  generals  ought  to  be  condemned 
for  their  delay  in  sending  dispatches. 

Lord  Ossmston  generally  differed  from 
the  hon.  mover  on  the  subject  of  the  Con- 
Tention  of  Cintra,  which  he  did  not  con- 
sider as  at  all  honourable  or  advantageous 
to  the  country.  He  often  found  it  the 
case   that  where  men  very  strenuously 


upon  all  occasions  stood  up  for  the  royal 
prerogative,  they  were  very  little  interest- 
ed in  the  honour  of  the  country.  (This 
we  understood  to  be  the  substance  of  the 
noble  lord's  speech,  but  as  l»e  spoke  in  so 
low  a  tone  we  may  not  be  completely 
correct) 

Mr.  Yorke  rose  in  some  warmth  to  re- 
pel the  insinuations  of  the  noble  lord ; 
ne  had  held  a  seat  in  that  house  much 
longer  than  the  noble  lord,  and  was  as 
warmly  interested  both  for  the  country  and 
constitution.  He  had  been  educated  in 
the  principles  of  the  Old  Whig  School, 
and  was  as  zealously  attached  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  as  the  noble  lord,  or 
any  of  his  ancestors. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  nega- 
tived. Mr.  Yorke  then  moved,  That  th^ 
copy  of  a  Letter,  dated  Sept.  8,  1808,  con- 
taining an  account  of  the  number  of 
transports  employed  in  carrying  French 
and  Spanish  troops  from  Lisbon,,  should 
be  laid  before  the  house. — Agreed  to. 

[Spanish  TftEATY.]  Mr.  Ponsonby  rose 
t6  put  a  question  to  a  right  hon.  gent,  op- 
posite, as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Trea- 
ty entered  into  with  Spain,  that  part  of  it, 
he  meant,  which  went  to  bind  his  majesty 
to  an  alliance  with  the  Spanish  Government. 
He  would  read  to  the  house  from  a  paper 
he  held  in  his  hand,  the  passage  of  which 
he  now  sought  the  explanation,  it  ran 
thus,  *'  His  Britannic  Majesty  engages  to 
continue  to  assist  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power  the  Spanish  Nation  in  their  strug- 
gle, against  the  tyranny  and  usurpation 
of  France,  and  promises  not  to  acknow- 
ledge any  other  king  of  Spain,  and  of  the 
Indies  thereunto  appertaining,  than  his 
catholic  majesty  Ferdinand  the  Seventh, 
his  heirs,  or  such  lawful  successor  as  the 
Spanish  nation  shall  acknowledge.''  Now 
in  his  judgment,  this  might  admit  of  either 
of  two  interpretations,  and  yet  he  was  not 
at  all  prepared  to  say,  whether  either  of 
those  two  interpretations  was  such  a  one 
as  the  treaty  itself  was  meant  to  bear :  one, 
that  it  admitted  of,  was  that  the  king  was 
bound  to  acknowledge  Ferdinand,  and  no 
other  in  any  event,  as  king  of  Spain  ;  the 
other,  of  which  it  might  eoually  admit, 
was,  that  the  king  was  bound  to  admit  as  . 
the  successor  of  Ferdinand  a  king  de  facto, 
being  so  acknowledged  as  king  by  the 
Spanish  nation,  and  considered  by  them  as 
the  lawful  successor  of  Ferdinand. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  replied,  that  the 
Treaty  in  question  was  not  meant  to  bear 
either  of  the  two  interpretations  ment)on<- 
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ed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  The  Trea- 
ty was  not  in  either  of  those  senses.  It 
certainly  did  go  to  bind  his  majesty  in 

^  stnVt  alliance  with  the  Spanish  nation, 
and,  of  course,  to  the  exclusive  acknow- 

""  ledgment  of  Ferdinand  as  their  lawful  so- 
vereign ;  but  this  was  only  so  lon^  as 
the  Spanish  nation  thought  proper  to  noid 
good  to  their  Dart  of  the  contract.  Ferdi- 
nand, and  tne  immediate  successors  to 
the  Spanish  throne,  were  then  in  the 
power  of  France:  and  it  had  been  under- 
stood, that  in  the  event  of  the  removal  of 
their  claims  by  demise,  it  would  become  a 
matter  of  grave  question  amongst  the 
Spanish  jurists,  upon  whom  the  superior 
right  of  succession  to  the  crown  would 
devolve ;  it  was  therefore  but  provident  to 
word  that  part  of  the  Treaty  so  as  it  might 
bear  a  prospective  relation  to  such  an 
event;  for  it  would  not  be  denied,  that  in 
a  question  of  that  nature,  this  country 
would  have  no  right  lo  interfere  with  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  the  Spanish  people. 
That  part  of  the  Treaty  had  that  bearing 
and  the  most  desirable  object  in  the  case  of 
such  an  event  they  had  in  view  was,  the 
legitimacy '  of  the  successor,  qualified  by 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  nation.  As  to 
any  question  arising  out  of  Ibe  success- 
ful issue  of  French  usurpation,  when  that 
usurpation  was  acknowledged  and  acceded 
to  by  the  Spanish  nation,  Spain  and  Eng- 
land would  be  no  longer  acting  in  concert 
against  France,  and  therefore  the  avowed 
object  of  the  present  Treaty  would  be 
given  up,  and  the  contract  between  the  two 
countries  dissolved.  Whenever  the  Spanish 
nation  should  cease  to  consider  France  as 
her  enemy,  while  France  was  ours,  from 
that  moment  the  Treaty  would  be  ipso  facto 
annulled. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  said,  that  as  far  as  related 
lo  the  divided  claim  to  the  crown  of  ^pain 
eventually,  and  the  doubts  upon  that  sub- 
ject among  the  Spanish  jurists,  he  knew 
nothing  of  either  till  the  right  hon.  gent, 
bad  then  informed  him.  With  respect  to 
the  nature  of  the  contract  entered  into  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  he  was  ready  to 
admit  the  explanation  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  to  be  perfectly  satisfactory  ;  but,  in 
giving  this  opinion,  he  did  not  thereby 
pledge  himself  to  an  approbation  of  the 
Treaty  itself,  or  the  grounds  upon  which 
it  had  been  entered  into.  The  next  ques- 
tion he  had  to  ask  was  in  reference  to  a 
Letter  from  Mr.  Frere  to  sir  John  A^opre, 
dated  Talavera  de  la  Reyna,  Dec;  ^^ihOS, 
and  beginning,  **  Sir;  Id  l4i^evenli  which 


I  did  not  wish  to  pre-suppose  of  your  con- 
tinuing in  the  ■  determination  of  retiring 
with  the  army,  &c."  This  letter  he  (Mr^ 
Ponsonby)  understood  to  conclude  with  a 
request  that  the  bearer  of  that  letter  might 
be  previously  examined  before  a  council 
of  war.  Now,  considering  the  respective 
situations  of  that  gentleman  and  sir  John 
Moore,  he  could  not  help  saying,  that  this 
request  appeared  to  him  to  be  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary,  that  ever  was  made 
(Hear!    hear!).     Was  it  to  be  believed 

that  a  person 

Mr.  Secretary  Ccmning  rose  to  order; 
though  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  said  M\ 
enough  to  tempt  him  to  enter  into  some 
justification  of  the  conduct  of  his  right 
hon.  friend,  as  well  as  from  a  sense  of 
public  duty  as  the  motives  of  private 
friendship,  he  should,  however,  forbear, 
provided  the  right  hon.  gent,  would  stop 
there,  and  confine  himself  to  the  putting  • 
of  any  question  he  might  think  proper  to 
propose. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  admitted  that  the  right 
hon.  gent,  was  right,  and  that  he  was 
wrong.  The  questions  he  had  to  put 
were — He  wished  to  know  the  name  of 
the  bearer  of  this  letter  from  Mr.  Frere  to 
sir  John  Moore  ;  who  this  messenger  was, 
and  what  the  nature  of  his  message  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  replied,  that  he 
could  give  no  answer  to  the  latter  part  of 
the  right  hon.  gent.'s  question,  as  be 
himseU'  was  not  aware  of  the  nature  of 
the  message.  As  to  the  name  of  the 
messenger,  he  must  be  excused  if  he  de- 
clined answering  that;  but  he  believed 
his  right  hon.  friend,  in  requesting  that 
the  messenjxer  might  be  examined  before 
a  council  of  war,  did  so,  not  with  any  view 
of  questioning  the  military  authority  or 
judgment  of  sir  John  Moore,  but  that  the 
council  might  have  every  advantage  of 
any  extraordinary  intormation  possessed 
by  a  person  so  lately  coming  from  Madrid, 
and  an  eye-witness  of  the  scenes  passing 
at  such  a  distance. 

Mr.  Whiihnad  asked,  what  were  the 
powers  and  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Frere, 
and  whether  the  mei^senger  alluded  to 
already  was  a  Frenchman  or  an  English- 
man ? 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said  that  the  in- 
structions could  be  best  learned  from  the 
papers  that  mighjt^be  laid  belbrethe  house 
referring  to  this'  Subject.  As  to  the  nati- 
vity of  the  messenger,  he  believed,  as  was 
more  probably  the*  case,  that  he  was  a 
native  of  the  country  where  he  acted. 
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Mr.  Whithread  sa^id,  he  bad  asked  the 
last  question  because  he  had  it  in  content- 
plation  to  offer  a  motion  to  the  house  for 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Frere. 

Colonel  Wood,  supposing  that  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Frere  to  sir  John  Moore  was  in 
answer  to  one  from  that  general,  wished 
to  know  whether  there  would  be  any  ob- 
jection to  the  production  of  that  letter. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  replied,'  that  all 
the  correspondence  between  sir  John 
Moore  and  Mr.  Frere,  that  had  reached 
his  office,  was  either  in  copies  or  extracts 
before  the  house.  He  took  that  opportu- 
nity of  moving.  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  house  copies  of  all  the  notes  which  had 
been  exchanged  between  theSpanisli  mi- 
nister and  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to 
certain  Articles  of  the  Spanish  Treaty. — 
.  Ordered. 

[Chelsea.  Hospital — Colonel  Gon- 
pON.]  Mr.  Huskisson  took  occasion  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  a  subject 
which,  in  consequence,  of  the  motion  of 
an  hon.  baronet  (sir  F.  Burdett),  bad  on 
a  former  evening  produced  so  much  dis- 
cussion. That  motion  had  been  submitted 
upon  Friday  ;  and,  as  from  the  statement 
preceding  it  there  was  some  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  building  about  to  be 
erected  by  colonel  Gordon,  would  inter- 
fere with  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 
the  hospital,  he  had  thought  it  his  duty 
to  survey  the  place.  This  duty  he  felt  due 
to  the  house  and  to  the  hon.  baronet,  and 
accordingly  he  visited  the  grounds  alluded 
to.  The  result  of  this  visit  was  that  colonel 
Gordon's  house  being  about  to  be  erected 
upon  a  scite  very  inconvenient  for  the  in- 
firmary, he  felt  dissatisfied;  and  so  far  he 
agreed  with  the  hon.  baronet.  But  yet 
he  wished  it  to  be  understood,  that  this 
discovery  hivolved  no  contradiction  of  the 
statement  he  had  on  a  former  evening  sub- 
mitted to  the  house  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Treasury.  In  consequence, 
however,  of,  this  discovery,  he  thought 
proper  to  take  a  lord  of  the  Treasury  to 
Tiew  the  premisses,  and  the  efiect  of  that 
visit  was  that  upon  a  consultation  with, 
and  a  recommendation  from  the  governors 
of  the  Hospital  and  the  medical  gentle- 
man attending  it,  supported  by  the  opi- 
^nion  of  the  Surveyor  General,  the  scite  of 
col.  Gordon's  house  was  removed.  But 
still  he  wished  it  to  be  understood,  that 
this  removal  did  not  take  place  on  account 
of  any  change  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
the  Treasury,  with  regard  to,  the  grounds 
originally  laid  before  wem*  To  the  grounds 


upon  which  the  Surveyor-General  origin- 
ally reported,  that  officer  still  adhered ; 
while  the  physician  and  surgeon  fully  ap- 
proved of  the  place  chosen  tor  the  build- 
ing of  colonel  Gordon's  house,  conceiving 
it  m  no  degree  inconsistent  with  the  com- 
fort and  accommodation  of  the  Hospital. 
The  hon.  gent,  concluded  with  motions 
for  the'  production  of  Letters  addressed  to 
the  Treasury  from  the  Surfeyor-General 
of  Crown  Lands  and  the  medical  gentle- 
man of  Chelsea  Hospital,  with  regard  to 
the  grounds  to  which  his  observations  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Maxwell  said,  that  in  order  fully  to 
satisfy  his  mind  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
misses in  question,  he  sought  to  see  them 
on  Monday  last ;  but  was  informed  by  a 
person  M'ho  had  the  care  of  the  gate,  and 
also  by  the  workmen  who  were  employed 
about  the  place,  that  it  was  as  much  as 
their  employments  were  worth  to  admit 
any  one.  He  was,  therefore,  refused  ad- 
mission, although  he  stated  that  he  was  a 
member  of  that  house,  and  also  the  object 
of  his  visit.  The  refusal  surprised  him 
the  more,  as  be  understood  from  other 
quarters,  what  had  been  confirmed  by  the 
hon.  gent,  who  bad  just  sat  down,  that 
any  or  all  persons  connected  with  govern- 
ment promptly  obtained  admission. 

Mr.  Long  professed  to  be  unaware  of 
any  orders  prohibiting  the  admittance  of 
the  hon.  gent.,  or  any  other  member,  from 
viewing  the  premisses  alluded  to.  He  had 
seen  those  premisses,  and  he  thought  the 
projecteil  erection  exceptionable ;  at  the 
same  time,  he  begged  it  to  be  understood, 
that  no  person  connected  with  the  Hos- 
pital either  in  a  civil,  military,  or  medical 
department,  had  communicated  any  objec- 
tion with  regard  to  this  building,  up  to  the 
very  day  upon  which  the  hon.  baronet  had 
made  his  motion*  The  consideration  of  the 
lease  granted  to  colonel  Gordon,  was,  that 
he  should  not  raise  any  building,  or  even 
plant  any  tree  likely  to  create  any  incon- 
venience to  the  Hospital.  When  the 
papers  explanatory  of  the  whole  proceed- 
ing were  laid  before  the  house,  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  conduct  of  the  Treasury 
would  meet  with  its  approbation. 

Sir  Oswald  Mosela/  rather  wished  to 
Suppose  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  were  unaware  of  the  very  exception- 
able character  of  the  whole  of  this  trans- 
action. The  hon.  baronet  to  whom  the 
merit  was  due  of  bringing  it  before  th« 
house,  was  unfortunately  unable,  firom  in- 
disposition, to  attend  since  in  original . 
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introduction.  But  he  could  say  for  him, 
that  he  was  not  inattentive  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  erery  thing  connected  with  the 
subject.  As  to  the  prohibition  of  persons 
from  seeing  the  premisse:»  alluded  to,  the 
hon.  baronet  stated  that  he  heard  such  aa 
order  of  prohibition  had  proceeded  from 
the  present  Commander  in  Chief,  adding, 
that  be  believed  his  information  was  cor- 
rect. The  motive  for  such  an  order  was 
suspicious,  and  that  motive  must  be  glaring 
to  every  man  who  considered  the  subject. 
It  was  stated  on  the  part  oF  ministers,  that 
the  scite  upon  which  colonel  Gordon's 
house  was  to  be  erected  had  been  altered. 
But  that  was  not  enough  ;  the  whole  of 
the  ground  ought  to  be  appropriated  to 
.  the  accommodation  of  the  Hospital.  For 
that  purpose  it  was  avowedly  purchased 
from  lord  Yarboroogh.  Indeed  he  was 
informed  that,  upon  such  an  understanding, 
lord'Yarborough  was  induced  the  more 
easily  to  dispose  of  his  interest  in  the 
lease.  If  this  were  true,  he  must  observe 
that  an  additional  degree  of  blame  attach- 
ed to  the  whole  transaction.  It  would  be, 
however,  for  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  to  explain  this  point. 

Mr.  Huskisson  declared,  that  he  had  read 
the  whole  of  the  correspondence  with  lord 
Yarborough  upon  this  purchase,  and  that 
no  such  consideration  as  that  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  baronet  had  the  slightest  in- 
fluence. The  only  object  being,  on  the 
part  of  the  noble  lord,  to  obtain  the  high- 
est price  for  the  ground.  Before,  indeed, 
it  was  proposed  to  dispose  of  it  to  govern- 
ment, a  proposition  was  made  to  sell  it  for 
the  purposes  of  a  wharf,  but  according  to 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Copland,  such  a  dis- 
position of  it  could  not  be  made.  That 
proposition  therefore  was  abandoned.  But 
with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
ground  was  now  to  be  disposed  of  he  was 
enabled  to  say,  that  no  person  whatever 
connecteJ  with  the  Hospital  objected  to 
the  place  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  build 
colonel  Gordon's  house  ;  no  one  pretend- 
ing to  say  that  this  ground  was  necessary 
to  be  appropriated  in  any  manner  to  the 
accommodation  of  the  Hospital ;  that  the 
free  circulation  of  air  to  the  Infirmary,  or 
the  proper  ornament  of  the  Hospital,  was 
likely  to  be  interfered  with  by- the  pro- 
posed structure.  The  propriety,  indeed, 
of  guarding  against  any  such  interference, 
had,  in  consequence  of  some  intimation 
firom  another  quarter,  occupied  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Treasury  before  the  hon. 
baronet  had  made  his  motion  upon  the 


subject.  It  was  in  consequence  of  that 
intimation,  and  his  having  viewed  th» 
premisses  on  Saturday,  that  be  had  thought 
it  necessary  to  have  the  references 4nade, 
the  reports  upon  which  he  now  proposed 
to  have  laid  before  the  house. 

Sir  O.  Moseley  wished  to  know  why 
these  premisses  were  not  applied  altogether 
to  the  accommodation  of  Chelsea  Hospital, 
and  to  the  Infirmary  in  particular ;  and 
also,  why  the  gentlemen  of  that  house, 
who  were  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
their  application,  were  prevented  from 
seeing  them  ? 

The  Chancellor  oftlie  Exchequer  observed, 
that  the  premisses  had  been  purchased  in 
order  that  what  was/  necessary  might  be 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Hospital. 
The  hon.  baronet,  when  he  stated,  that 
the  order  for  excluding  persons  from  the 
ground  proceeded  froni  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  appeared  to  him  to  proceed  upon 
supposition,  having  heard  the  order  dis- 
claimed  on  the  ptart  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Pay  Office.  If  he  could  venture, 
without  bavins^  any  information  upon  the 
subject,  to  make  a  conjecture,  the  order 
had  been  given  by  the  person  having  a 
right  to  the  possession  of  the  ground.  If 
any  order  had  been  given  to  exclude 
members  of  parliament,  it  would  have 
been  both  improper  and  foolish.  '  But 
when  it  was  considered  how  pointedly 
public  attention  had  been  lately  drawn  to 
this  piece  of  land,  within  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  this  metropolis,  it  would  be  obvious 
how  desirable  it  must  be  to  keep  out  the 
great  number  of  persons  who  might  wish 
to  visit  the  place.  He  did  not  think  it  ex- 
pedient that  ^  case  of  this  description 
should  day  after  day  continue  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  house,  when  the  most 
that  could  be  said  in  the  woi*st  view  that 
could  be  taken  of  the  case  vt'as,  that  there 
might  have  been  some  irregularity  in  the 
inferior  agent  employed  in  the  progress 
of  the  transaction. 

General  Tarleton  observed,  that  this  wa» 
only  the  second  time  this  subject  had 
been  ui)der  discussion.  The  eftect  of  the 
first  discussion  had  been  that  the  scite  of 
the  house  had  been  c^hanged ;  and  the 
advantage  that  would  result  from  the  se- 
cond would  be,  that  the  bar  placed  against 
the  admission  of  members,  by  some  invi- 
sible hand,  would  now  be  removed.  H« 
had  heard  from  the  nearest  relation  of  the 
noble  lord,  that  he  wished- to 'get  a  re- 
newal of  his  lease,  but  that  ministers  re- 
fused, and  stated,  that  they  wanted  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


Ill]     PARL.  DEBATES,  At»RiL  20,  1 S09.— Chelsea  Hospital-^Colonel  Gordon.     [112 


whole  for  the  use  of  Chelsea  Hospital ; 
and  a  pretty  application  they  had  ma^e 
of  the  land,  in  appropriating  one  quarter 
ofanacre  to  the  hospital,  and  giving  the 
whole  of  the  remainder  to  an  officer  not 
at  all  connected  with  it.  As  our  military 
establishment  could  not  be  expected  to  be 
diminished,  the  means  of  extending  the 
hospital  should  be  kept  undiminished: 
The  hbn.  baronet,  who  had  brought  for- 
ward this  subject,  therefore  had  done  well 
for  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  PcTUonby  justified  his  hon.  friend 
(Sir  Oswald  Moseley)  in  having  stated  the 
report,  which  he  hafl  heard,  that  the  order 
of  exclusion  had  been  given  by  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  which  he  had  done  only 
to  give  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
an  opportunity  of  contradicting  the  ru- 
mour if  they  could.  He  had  risen,  how- 
ever, to  ask  whether  the  grant  of  colonel 
Gordon  had  been  perfected,  so  as  that  by 
law  it  could  not  be  avoided ;  because  if 
to,  colonel  Gordon  having  the  right  to  the 
land,  might  still  erect  his  house,  in  the 
very  situation,  which,  it  was  allowed  on 
all  hands,  would  be  inconvenient  for  the 
hospital.  [It  was  here  stated  across  the 
table,  that  the  agreement  and  grant  were 
conditional  that  no  house  should  be  erect- 
ed in  a  situation  inconvenient  to  the  hos- 
pital.] Well,  then,  the  attempt  to  erect 
a  building  in  such  a  situation  was  a  viola- 
tion of  the  condition,  and  no  inquiry  had 
taken  place  respecting  it,  until  the  subject 
had  been  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  the  house  by  the  hon.  baronet,  not  then 
in  his  place.  The  secretary  to  the  trea- 
sury, too,  had  stated  on  a  former  night, 
that  the  whole  of  the  ground  was  such, 
that  a  house  could  not  be  built  upon  any 
part.of  it,  except  the  spot  which  had  been 
chosen  for  the  intended  house ;  and  yet 
it  now  appeared  that  another  situation  fit 
for  buit^ing  upon  could  be  found  upon  the 
land. 

Mr.  Huskisson  had  only  stated,  that  a 
great  part  of  the  ground  could  not  be  built 
upon  ;  he  had  not,  nor  could  he  have  said, 
that  it  was  such  that  the  proposed  building 
might  not  be  removed  a  little  to  the  right 
or  to  the  left  of  the  situation  first  marked 
out. 

Mr.  Cakrqfl  felt  himself  bound  in  justice 
to  his  hon.  friend  to  state  that  he  went  on 
Tuesday  to  inspect  the  ground,  and  had 
been  refused  admittance,  and,  as  he  was 
informed,  by  order  of  col.  Gordon.  He 
rang  the  bell,  when  a  boy  came  out  and 
infonned  him,  that  he  had  positive  orders 


from  col.  Gordon,  not  to  admit  any  person. 
He  then  w«nt  on  to  the  hospital,  in  order 
to  get  a  written  order  for  admission,  from 
some,  of  his  friends  there.  He  was  not 
fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  any  of 
them,  but  left  a  note  for  one,  requesting 
of  him  to  send  an  order.  The  answer  he 
received  was,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  ; 
but,  that  upon  application  to  sir  David 
Dundas,  he  might  get  an  order.  It  was  now 
said,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  physician 
and  surgeon  of  the  bospital,the  formersitua- 
tion  was  not  a  proper  one ;  but  this  was 
the  first  time  the  house  had  heard  of  that 
fact.  The  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Long) 
had  said,  that  on  the  day  of  the  debate 
upon  the  subject  in  that  house,  a  com- 
plaint had  been  made  to  the  Chelsea  board 
against  the  projected  situation  of  the 
building;  but  the  right  hon.  gent,  must 
remember  that  a  notice  had  been  given  of 
the  motion,  [It  was  on  that  day,  observed 
Mr.  Long,  that  the  complaint  was  made.] 
and  a  notice  giv^n  in  that  house  the  day 
before  the  discussion  took  place,  might 
easily  travel  to  Chelsea,  and  give  rise  to 
the  complaint.  [It  was  on  the  day  of  the 
notice,  again  said  Mr.  Long,  with  some 
earnestness,  across  the  table,  that  the  com- 
plaint was  made,  as  will  appear  from  the 
minutes  of  the  board.]  There  certainly 
could  be  no  ground  for  the  warmth  shewn 
by  the  right  hon.  gent. ;  his  own  object 
haviiu  been  calmly  to  state  ^is  view  of 
the  case. 

Mr.  C  Wyrm  did  not  doubt  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  right  hon.  gent. ;  but 
he  was  surprised,  if  that  had  been  the 
case,  that  the  circumstance  had  never  been 
mentioned  until  this  day.  If  he  remem- 
bered what  passed  on  the  former  occasion, 
not  a  word  of  this  had  been  stated,  and 
he  even  was  persuaded  that  it  had  been 
said  that  the  physician  and  surgeon  of 
the  hospital  approved  of  the  scite  of  the 
house. 

MT.JLong  contended  that  he  had  stated 
the  circumstance,  ^nd  added  that  it  was 
the  scite  of  the  Infirmary  that  was  said  to 
have  been  approved  of  by  the  physician 
and  surgeon  of  the  hospital. 

Mr.  Barham  thought,  that  as  many  mem- 
bers had  been  prevented  from  inspecting 
this  ground,  it  would  be  desirable  that  the 
house  should,  on  some  future  day,  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  person  who  had  ^iven 
the  order  for  exclusion :  it  required  ex- 
planation, why,  when  a  suspicion  had  been 
excited  respecting  the  grant  of  this  land, 
members  had  been  refuse4  the  power  of 
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inspecting  it;  and  be  trusted  that  the 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Long)  would  enquire 
into  the  matter,  and  communicat*  it  to 
the  house  on  some  future  da  v. 

The  Papers  were  then  ordered,  and  Mr. 
Huskiason  presented  them  from  the  bar. 

[General  Clavbkinc]  Sir  T,  T\trton, 
in  rising  to  make  the  motion  of  which  he 
llad  given  notice,  was  aware  of  the  diffi- 
colcy  in  which  he  was  placed  by  the  late 
proceeding  in  that  house  respecting  gen. 
Clavering.  If  he  were  not  convinced  of 
the  importance  of  the  question  not  only 
to  the  justice  of  that  house,  but  to  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  he  should  be  the 
last  man  to  appeal  to  the  magnanimity 
of  parliament,  or  claim  its  indulgence  for 
a  proposition  for  altering  a  former  de- 
cision. In  doing  this,  however,  he  was  sole- 
ly actuated  by  a  regard  to  justice,  and  for 
ue  character  of  that  house,  as  he  was  wholly 
imacqoainted  with  the  connections  of  the 
officer  to  whose  case  he  was  to  refer.  The 
hon.  baronet  then  proceeded  to  state,  that 
if  he  had  been  present  at  the  discussion, 
he  should  have  employed  his  humble 
eflbrU,  though  he  durst  not  flaUer  himself 
he  should  have  been  successful,  to  dissuade 
the  house  from  the  decision  it  had  come 
to.  He  then  contended  that  prevarica- 
tion could  not  apply  to  the  evidence  given 
by  that  officer,  and  was  proceeding  to  an 
examination  of  the  evidence  in  the  printed 
minutes,  in  order  to  establish  that  point, 
when 

Mr.  Wkiibread  called  the  hon.  baronet 
to  order,  as  he  understood  his  object  to  be 
to  induce  the  house  to  reverse  a  solemn 
decision  it  had  come  to  in  this  session, 
which  was  contrary  to  the  usage  of  parlia- 
ment 

The  Speaker  decided,  that  if  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  baronet  was  to  call  upon  the 
houae  to  rejudge  what  it  had  already  ad- 
judged this  session,  it  was  inconsistent 
with  the  practice  of  the  house  to  enter- 
tain it.  It  would  be  for  the  hon.  baronet 
to  state  whether  such  was  his  object. 

Sir  T.  Turian,  after  several  ineffectual 
attempts  to  establish  the  regularity  of  the 
course  he  proposed,  and  upon  being 
distinctly  informed  from  the  chair  that  it 
was  highly  irregular,  was  at  length  in- 
duced to  ware  his  motion  altogether. 

[Sale  op  Offices  PRBviNTioN  Bill.] 
On  the  motion  for  tha  second  reading  of 
this  Bill, 

Lord  FolkcMtonc  said,  the  present  bill 
professed  to  check  abuses  in  the  Sale  of 
Offices  in  every  department  of  the  coun* 

Vol.  XIV. 


try.  He  felt  it  difficult  to  follow  the  bill 
in  its  difierent  parts,  referring,  as  it  did,  to 
the  act  of  Edward  the  sixth  on  the  same 
subject.  He  was  satisfied  that  ihe  object' 
of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  been  to  make  the  bill  as  com- 
prehensive as  possible,  for  which  be  gave 
him  full  credit.  He  was,  however,  of  opi- 
nion, that  little  good  would  attend  the  bil1« 
as  indeed,  little  good  in  general  attended 
Bills  ot  Prevention.  The  house  knew  well 
what  bills  had  been  passed  to  prevent  bri- 
bery and  corruption  in  the  elections  of 
members  of  parliament,  yet  that  the  evils 
sought  to  be  provided  against  still  existed^ 
because  the  only  efiect  of  these  acts  waa 
to  render  the  persons  concerned  more  cir- 
cumspect) and  the  practices  more  difficult 
of  detection.  If  the  Inouiry,  for  which  he 
had  moved  the  other  night,  had  l>een  allow- 
ed, it  would  have  been  in  the  ^wer  of 
the  bouse  to  see  whether  the  bill  proposed 
would  be  likely  to  do  any  good.  That  In- 
quiry, however,  had  been  refused,  and  he 
was  therefore  bound  to  say,  that  however 
an  aa  like  the  present  might  increase  the 
difficulty  of  continuing  the  practices  sought 
to  be  checked,  the  evils  themselves  would 
still  exist.  He  did  not  qearrel  with  the 
right  hon.  gent,  however,  on  this  account. 
He  had  no  doubt  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
done  what  he  thought  best;  but  he 
would  ask,  why  any  exceptions  had  been 
made  ?  Why  had  offices  in  the  Courts  of 
Law  been  exempted,  they  bein^  the  moat 
objectionable  of  anv?  Was  it  htting  that 
offices  connected  with  the  administration  of 
justice  should  be  made  the  subject  of  sale  ^ 
It  surely  was  not  so,  and  the  present  was  a 
fit  opportunity  of  eradicating  the  practice. 
There  was,  however,  another  exception  in 
the  present  bill  more  important  than  that 
to  which  he  had  just  alluded  ;  more  im- 
portant, on  this  account,  because  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  and  of  the  country  had 
been  more  particularly  called  to  it  in  con« 
sequence  of  the  Report  of  the  East  India 
Patronage  Committee ,  that  Seats  in  Par* 
liament  were  trafficked  for.  When  he  con- 
sidered that  this  practice  had  been  of  such 
long  standing,  he  thought  it  impossible  that 
the  house  should  not  take  some  notice  of  it. 
He  threw  it  out,  therefore,  for  considera- 
tion, if  it  would  not  be  proper  that  a  pro-> 
vision  to  prevent  this  disgraceful  practice 
in  future  should  not  be  introduced  ?  ,0r  if 
it  would  not  be  the  better  plan  to  institute 
an  inquiry  in  the  first  instance,  and  then  to 
pass  such  a  provision?  He  was  satisfied 
the  right  hon.  gent,  would  not  objeci  te 
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the  introduction  of  such  ft  provision.  The 
Treasury  was  said  to  have  a  great  trade  in 
this  trainc.  The  Secretaries  of  the  Trea- 
sury were  ijndf  rstood  to  be  the  great  per- 
sons concerned  in  carrying  it  on.  If  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
«fuer,  or  his  friends,  chose  to  deny  the 
charge,  he  should  he  glad  to  propose  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  it.  He  was  not,  nor  evci*  ha^  been, 
connected  with  any  traffic  of  the  kind. 
He  could  not  therefore  say  that  it  consisted 
with  his  t>wn, knowledge  that  tiie  charge 
was  true ;  but  this  he  could  say,  that  he 
understood  and  believed  that  it  was. 
(Hear,  hear  !  from  U^  Miiiistftrial  bench, 
particularly  from  Mr.  Rose).  ^He  was 
happy  to  hear  himself  cheered  by  the  right 
hon.  gent.  What  he  stated  was  matter  of 
public  notoriety  ;  and  it  was  even  under- 
stood th«t  previous  to  every  election  an 
Office  was  opened  in  the  Trefwury,  for  the 
purchase  of  seats  in  parliament,  which 
again  were  sold  to  others,  of  more  or  leas 
interest  and  ability,  who  again  in  propor- 
tion to  their  possession  of  those  qualities, 
paid  a  higher  or  lower  price  for  their  seats. 
Thept  had  even  lately  been  a  vacancy  in 
that  house,  because  ifie  penan  holding'  the 
seat  had  not  been  wiHmg  to  comply  with  the 
itipulatioH  on  which  he  received  it.  His  lord- 
Ship  believed  the  right  hon.  gent,  would 
not  deny  what  he  had  stated.  If  he  did, 
his  lordship  %vas  anxious  for  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  fact.  He  shoul<l  not 
propose  the  appohitmcnt  of  one  at  pi-esent, 
out  only  threw  out  the  observation,  that 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  should 
be  directed  to  it.  According  to  what 
should  fall  from  him,  he  should  res^ulate 
his  conduct.  -He  could  not,  however,  for- 
bear from  expressing  his  surprize,  when 
the  right  hon.  gent,  assisted  by  the  Attor- 
ney and  Solicitor  General,  saw  occasion  to 
bring  forward  aBill  of  this  kind,  that  they 
should  have  kept  out  of  view  that  ofience 
which  was  more  important  than  any  other 
species  of  trafficing  whatever. 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  the  East  India  Patron- 
age Committee  had  not  expressed  any 
opinion,  that  sales  of  offices  in  the  service 
of  that  Company  should  be  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  the  present  Bill,  but 
only  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  any 
separate  and  specific  legislative  measure 
epplicehle  tor  that  Company.  TTiey  had 
done  so  the  more  particularly  on  this  ac- 
count, because  the  East  India  Company 
were  already  armed  with  greater  powers 
Ihau  those  which  the  country  possessed ; 


the  former  being  pertoanent,  while  the 
latter  was  subject  to  change,  and  dismissal 
from  Mce  always  following  the  commis- 
slon  of  the  offence  in  the  one,  while  it  was 
by  no  means  so  necessary  a  conseqwence 
in  the  other.  He  did  not  know  whetiier  the 
noble  loid  objected  to  this  bill  or  oppased 
it.  For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  see  how 
any  man  could  expect  from  a  legiabtire 
measure,  that  it  should  operate  to  the  ex- 
tinction of  crime.  If  it  rendered  it  more 
diiftcult,  he  conceived  it  did  all  that  could 
be  expected  from  it.  He  was  desirous  to 
entt^rt'din  the  Bill,  and  if  any  thing  coukl 
be  added  to  it  in  the  committee,  so  much 
the  better.  The  great  object  was  to  mako 
the  hazard  and  -risk  greater  than  the 
tomptaticm.  He  believed  it  would  be  a 
long  time  before  any  abuses  were  again 
heard  of  in  the  patronage  of  the  East  India 
Company ;  and  if  the  instance  i>f  the  dis- 
missal from  the  Stamp  Office  was  acted  np 
to,  the  evil  would  be  greatly  done  away. 

Mr.  Creevey  said,  that  the  noble  lord 
was  perfectly  correct  in  stating,  that 
Seats  in  Parliament  had  hetn  notoriotafy 
bought  and  sold  by  the  IVeaswy.  He  would 
'say,  that  this  was  not  only  bis  belief;  but 
that  it  was  within  his  knowledge.  The 
Treasury  not  only  openly  bough^  and 
sold  those  seats,  but  they  kept,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  monopoly  of  that  market  If 
this  was  attempted  to  be  denied  by  minis- 
ters,  he  should  be  glad  to  haTe4he  oppor- 
tunity of  proving  it,  and  he  could  easily 
prove  it  from  the  lips  of  any  one  who  had 
ever  been  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  It 
was  absolute  nonsense  and  delusion  on  the 
public,  for  the  house  to  spend  their  time 
in  considering  abuses  in  tiie  Commission* 
crs  of  the  Lottery,  and  every  other  minor 
department,  when  they  knew,  and  when 
the  public  knew,  that  the  greatest  of  all 
abuses  was  constantly  practised  by  erery 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  boymg  and 
selling  Seats  in  Parliament.  To  talk  of  a 
dissolution  of  parliament  as  an  "  appeal  to 
the  people''  was  mere  mockery  ana  impo- 
sition. It  was  perfectly  well  known  that 
a  dissolution  of  parliament  was  not  an  ap- 
peal to  the  people,  but  to  the  Treasury 
(Hear!  hear!).  Although  he  had  great 
respect  for  the  last  government,  and  owed 
some  personal  favours  to  them,  yet  he 
must  say,  that  their  dissolution  of  parlia- 
ment, at  the  end  of  four  years,  like  the 
dissolution  by  the  present  ministers,  at  the 
end  ofabtHit  four  months,  was  not  art  ap- 
peal to  the  people  but  to  the  Treasury 
Poud  cries  of  Hear!  bear!).     Until  the 
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hoQMwas  disposed  to  suppress  this  odious 
and  uBconstitotional  traffic,  the  legislating 
OR  chose  minor  abuses  was  mere  mockery 
and  delusion. 

The  CfmnceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  said  he 
coald  not  help  congratulating  himself 
a  little  on  the  declaration  of  the  noble 
lord  (Folkestone),  that  he  was  satisfied 
th«t  any  obscurity  which  was  to  be  found 
in  the  bill  proceeded  from  a  wish  on  his 
pwt  to  make  the  act  comprehensive.  If 
there  was  any  obscurity,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  removed,  and  this  might  in  some  mea- 
sare  be  eflfected  by  introducing  and  bicor- 
porating  into  the  present  Bill  the  Enact- 
nents  ol'the  act  of  Edward  the  6th,  rather 
than  by  referring  to  that  act.  The  ob- 
jection that  the  Bill  only  went  to  increase 
the  difficulty  in  committing  the  crime 
sought  to  be  prevented,  he  suftpected, 
wonld  apply  to  every  bill.  He  had  even 
attempted  to  do  away  the  temptation  to 
commit  the  crime,  by  annexing  forfeiture 
of  office  to  the  detection  of  it.  As  to  the 
onission  of  offices  in  oar  courts  of  law,  he 
sQspected  the  noble  lord  had  not  caku- 
bted  the  disadvantages  which  would  arise 
to  counterbalance  any  good  arising  from 
their  being  comprehended  under  the  pre- 
sent bill.  Never  was  the  adrainistra^on 
of  justice  more  pure  in  this  or  any  other 
.country  than  at  the  present  moment. 
Howevermuch  wemightbe  surprised,there- 
fbrc,  that  the  sale  of  offices  in  our  courts 
of  law  should  ever  have  formed  any  part 
of  the  emolumenu  of  our  judges,  yet  hav- 
ing done  so  for  ages,  and  it  following  as 
a  necessary  consequence,  if  the  sale  of 
these  offices  were  now  to  be  abolished, 
that  some  remuneration  must  be  granted 
instead  of  them,  the  que^ion  was,  if  the 
inconveniences  arising  from  a  fresh  call  on 
the  country  on  <tbis  account,  and  other 
disadvantages  with  which  the  alteration 
would  be  attended,  would  not  greatly  out- 
weigh the  advantages  to  be  expected  from 
it?  There  were  also  a  certain  description 
of  patent  offices  granted  for  life,  with  the 
privilege  of  disposing  of  other  offices  con- 
Ba«f^  therewith.  These  he  had  also 
omitted  out  of  the  bill,  as  for  them  too,  if 
the  sale  was  to' be  prevented,  an  equiva- 
lent must  also  be  given.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
introducing  these  into  the  bill  would  at  all 
equal  the  disadvantages  attending  it. — 
There  was  only  one  other  point  in  the 
6obfe  lord's  speech  to  which  he  felt  it  ne- 
cessary for  hira  to  advert,  namely,  that  no 
proTtsmn  had  been  introdnced  into  the  bill 


to  prevent  the  trafficing  for  Seats  in  thai 
hou^.  Tills  question,  he  presomed  to 
think,  would  come  more  prof>erly  to  be 
considered  in  another  stag«  of  the  bill, 
and  if  the  noble  lord  would  brinff  forwaid 
his  proposition  in  that  stage,  he  (Mr.  Perce- 
val) would  consider  if  tl^e  provision  was  ca« 
pable  ofbeing  applied  effectually  to  prevent  < 
the  abuse  of  which  the  noble  lord  com- 
plained. The  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last 
had  borne  testimony,  not  only  to  his  be- 
lief, but  also  to  his  knowledge,  of  the 
abuses  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord,  de- 
claring that  the  practice  of  these  abuses 
was  common  to  all  administrations.  As  that 
hon.  gent,  hmd  particularly  referred  to  an 
administration  with  which  he  himself  was 
connected,  it  was  natural  to  suppose  that 
he  had  special  knowledge  and  information 
on  this  head,  particularly  so  far  as  that 
administration  was  concerned.  He  (Mr. 
Perceval)  however,  did  not  recollect  that  ^ 
the  hon.  gent.,  when  a  particular  charge 
was  brought  forward  on  this  subject  against 
that  administration,  had  told  the  house  all 
that  he  had  the  means  and  knowledge  of 
observing  on  this  subject,  because,  if  he 
had,  that  would  have  been  something  con- 
firmatory of  the  charge,  and  would  have 
tended  to  elucidate  the  truth  or  felsity  of 
the  statement  of  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  that  what  he  had  dene,  and  the 
influence  he  had  exerted,  had  been  used 
by  him,  not  in  his  official  situation  of 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  but  in  his  pri- 
vate character  of  a  freeholder  of  Hamp- 
shire. If  the  hon.  gent,  was  then  in 
possession  of  all  this  information,  belief^ 
and  knowledge  on  the  subject,  why  did 
he  not  appeal  to  the  house  then,  as  well 
as  on  any  other  occasion  ?  Why  did  not 
his  patriotism  then  actuate  him,  as  it  did 
on  the  present  moment,  to  divulge  every 
thing  which  he  knew  ?  To  the  general 
inquiry  he  should  oppose  himself  as  decided- 
ly as  he  did  on  the  former  day.  But  Ijet 
the  hon.  gent,  only  bring  forward  those 
circumstances  to  which  he  alluded,  as  con- 
sisting with  his  own  knowledge ;  let  him 
do  so  impartially,  not  forgetting  the  prac- 
tices of  the  administration  witl»  which  he 
himself  was  connected,  and  with  which, 
of  course,  he  must  be  most  intimately  ac- 
quainted, and  the  house  would  know  how^ 
to  deal  with  them.  He  again  declared 
that  he  was  ready  to  receive  and  to  attend 
to  all  the  suggestions  of  the  noble  lord,  as 
well  connected  with  trafficing  for  seats 
in  that  house,  as  for  offices. 
Mr.  Creevty,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
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yikidX  he  had  stated  was  not  as  a  charge 
against  any  particular  administration,  but 
a  mere  matter  of  fact.  The  knowledge 
which  he  spoke  of  by  no  means  proceeded 
frQoi  any  confidence  which  had  been  re- 
posed in  him  by  his  friends. 

Mr.  Whiibrcad  said,  he  was  so  well 
pleased  with  part  of  what  had  fallen  fi*om 
a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Perceval,)  that  he 
should  say  the  less  on  that  part  to  which 
he  objected.  He  was  happy  to  observe, 
that  the  right  hon.  gent,  agreed  with  the 
noble  lord,  that  the  practice  of  traificing 
for  money  in  seats  in  that  house  x^as  a 
scandalous  abuse  ;  one  which  should  not 
be  allowed  ;  and  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
would  meet  the  inquiry  and  expose  the 
practice  wherever  it  should  be  seen  to 
exist.  He  hoped,  however,  as  the  right 
hon.  gent^  called  on  others  to  expose  the 
practices  of  other  administrations,  that  he 
would  not  be  backward  in  stating  all  that 
he  knew  of  his  own  administration.  It 
was  impossible  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
could  be  ignorant  of  the  abuses  which 
existed.  Every  person  knew  that  abuses 
did  exist,  and  there  were  few  who  did  not 
know,  more  or  less,  of  the  nature  and 
quality  of  them.  The  public  knew  well, 
many  members  of  the  house  knew  well, 
that  there  were  in  that  house  persons  who 
represented  nothing  but  their  own  money; 
that  there  were  some,  who  were  not  even 
then  free  agents,  but  that  there  was  oc- 
casionally such  a  thing  as  conscience  in 
the  transaction,  which  sometimes  forced 
them  to  abandon  both  their  seat  and  their 
money  too.  Why,  then,  he  a^ed,  should 
the  right  hon.  gent,  use  these  tauntings, 
when  the  practice  was  well  known,  even 
to  himself,  to  exist?  The  right  hon.  gent, 
talked  of  Hampshire.  It  was  the  right 
hon.  gent.'s  fortune  on  that  occasion, 
which  it  had  beehv  during  only  a  very 
small  period  of  his  life,  to  be  in  a  minori- 
ty. He  Aeemed  on  that  occa^^ion  to  be 
impressed  with  a  belief,  which  he  (Mh 
W.)  had  felt  a  great  deal  more  fi-«quently, 
that  minorities  were  not. always  in  the 
wrong.  But  to  reconcile  himself  to  this 
one  misfoitune,  he  could  only  recommend 
to  the  ri^ht  bon.  ^ent.  to  look  to  all  the 
rest  of  his  political  life,  and  from  thence 
he  would  be  convinced  that  majorities  were 
not  always  in  the  right..  There,  too,  (in 
the  case  of  Hampshire)  be  would  find 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
a  freeholder  of  the  countv-^^  But  that  in 
general  Secretaries  of  the  IWIbij'jI  for  the 
time  being  were  not  only  in  th%  habit,  but 


even  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  carrying 
on  such  a  traffic  as  that  described,  and 
that  a  public  market  was  opened  for  it. 
If  smaller  evils  required  being  corrected, 
why  should  not  this  flagrant  and  shameful 
abuse  be  guarded  against  ?  Why  not  strike 
at  the  roots  of  the  evil,  and  cut  up  a  trafBc 
of  magnitude  ?  If  the  rt.  -hon.  gent,  really 
entertained  any  doubt  on  the  subject  of 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  Seats  in  parlia* 
mentt  let  him  turn  to  his  near  neighbour 
(lord  Castlereagh)  and  learn  what  they 
had  done  in  Ireland,  where  one  million  and 
a  half  of  money  had  been  taken  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  people,  to  pay  for  the- 
purchase  of  boroughs. — It  was  impossible, 
he  conceived,  for  the  right  hon.  gent.,  to 
consider  these  circumstances  without  feel-  ^ 
ing  that,  in  one  way  or  other,  an  end  must 
be  put  to  this  system,  or  it  would  put  an 
end  to  them.  An  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Bankes) 
talked  of  the  benefits  likely  to  result  from, 
the  removal  which  had  taken  place  from 
the  Stamp  Office  of  an  inferior  person 
there,  detected  in  improper  practices.  He 
hoped  that  persons  of  every  description 
would  be  obliged  to  relinquish  them^  and' 
that  superior  officers,  if  detepted,  would 
not  be  spared.  He  agreed  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  this  country  was 
as  pure  as  it  could  be,  and  th^t  the  prac- 
tice of  the  sale  of  offices  in  courts  of  law 
had  no  eflect  on  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice  ;  but  still  he  did  not  think  it  proper, 
that  even  the  very  idea  ef  thcj  sale  of  any 
thing  connected  with  justice  should  be 
allowed  to  exist.  Whatever  expence  might 
thence  arise  he  was  of  opinion  might  be 
made  up  by  throwing  ihe  fees  of  these  dif- 
ferent offices  together.  At  all  events  he 
thought  the  practice  of  selling  such  offices 
should  be  abolished,  that  no  ground  of  ob- 
jection on  this  head  might  remain  even  to  ~ 
the  most  captious  caviller.  He  could  not 
help  diflering  from  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Creevey)  as  to  a  general  election  being  at 
all  times  an  appeal  to  the  Treasury,  He 
believeil  the  Treasury  did  possess  a  most 
preponderating  hifluence ;  but  at  the  same 
time  he  knew  that  the  people  had  a  voice 
which  would  be  used.  The  infringement 
therefore  on  the  elective  right  of  the 
people  was  not  so  great  if  they  were  not 
first  driven  mad  and  then  appealed  to;  if 
they  were  not  first  driven  into  a  state  of 
phrenzy  and  then  desired  to  make  use  of 
their  senses.  Parliaments  were  not  so 
difficult  to  be  won  that  dissolutions  were 
M  all  times  necessary.  The  last  parliament 
but  one  had  furnished  majorities  to  three 
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different  ministers,  and  each  foond  itself 
strong  enough  to  carry  every  question  it 
required.  He  felt  infinitely  obliged  to  the 
noble  lord  (Folkestone)  and  to  the  right 
boo.  gent.  (Mr.  Perceval)  for  the  hopes 
i^^'hich  from  their  joint  eflbrts  were  now 
held  out  to  the  country.  With  the  ex- 
pectation he  entertained  on  the  subject,  he 
felt  inclined  to  hail  the  present  Bill  as 
ooe  of  the  happiest  restoratives  of  the 
country  and  constitution.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  gent,  would  not,  in  the  course 
of  the  bill,  draw  back  from  those  expecta- 
tions which  he  had  this  night  held  out. 

Mr.  C*.  fVynn  said,  that  though  this  was 
not  the  time  to  argue  the  clauses  of  the 
bill,  yet  he  could  not  but  observe  that  the 
provision  against  the  sale  of  Offices  in  the 
law  departments  should  not  be  included  in 
the  present  bill,  as  the  adjustment  of  the 
remuneration,  which  undoubtedly  must  be 
made  on  the  abolition,  was  a  subject  of 
great  importance,  and  fitting  for  a  sub- 
stantive measure  in  itself,  whereas  intro- 
ducing it  now,  would,  in  his  opinion, 
rather  tend  to  check  the  progress  of  a 
measure  they  had  all  so  much  at  heart. 
With  respect  to  the  clause  in  the  bill,  dis- 
missing from  their  situations,  such  as  ob- 
tained them  through  the  medium  of  cor- 
rupt practices,  however  innocent  of  the 
existence  of  the  means,  he  could  by  no 
means  approve  of  it,  as  a  principle  equally 
contrary  to  justice  and  humanity. 

Mr.  BatUxs  explained,  that  such  a  mea- 
sure did  not  come  recommended  from  the 
Committee  upon  East  India  Afiairs,  but  was 
a  positive  rule  laid  down  in  their  regula- 
tions. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  agreed  in  the  pro- 
priety of  including  the  purchaser  of  seats 
in  that  house  among  tne  ofifences  of  the 
bill,  as  it  would  be  unfair  to  inflict  a  pu- 
nishment upon  minor  ofiences,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  pass  over  those  of  greater 
turpitude  and  miiichief.  The  nature  and 
extent  of  the  remedy  itself  would  be  best 
considered  when  the  clause  for  that  pur- 
pose was  brought  in. 

The  Bill  was  tben  read  a  second  time. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  April  2 1 . 

[Campaign  in  Spain  and  Pobtugal.] 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read. 

Earl  Grey  rose  and  addressed  their  lord- 
ships as  follows : — My  Lords;  In  under- 
taking to  bring  under  the  consideration  of 
your  lordships,  th^  various  military  ope- 


rations of  the  last  summer  in  Portugal  and  * 
Spain,  I  feel,  that  I  have  taken  upon  me 
a  task,  to  which  1  am  afraid  my  abilities 
will  prove  inadequate.  To  detail,  my 
lords,  the  history  of  those  transactions,  the 
true  character  and  bearings  of  which  are 
to  be  sought  for  and  explored  in  a  large 
series  of  official  documents,  so  voluminous 
and  perplexed,  that  they  seem  rather  ta 
confound  than  to  assist  inquiry ;  to  pro- 
duce these  before  your  lordships  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  enable  you  to  pronounce 
that  judgment,  which  the  importance  of 
the  case  requires,  and  the  country  expects, 
would  be  for  me,  I  I'ear,  almost  impossible. 
I  feel,  therefore,  the  necessity,  at  the  out- 
set of  what  I  am  about  to  state,  to  solicit  a 
more  than  usual  portion  of  your  lordship's 
patience  and  indulgence^  while  I  endea- 
vour to  execute  a  task  that  I  should  rather 
have  seen  committed  to  abler  hands.  But, 
as  no  other  peer  has  expressed  an  inten- 
tion of  standing  forward,  I  feel  that  1  owe 
it  to  my  country,  in  this  most  perilous 
crisis  of  her  fate,  not  to  suffer  the  consi^r 
deration  of  such  a  subject  to  be  any  longer 
deferred.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  recal 
to  the  recollection  of  the  house  the  uni- 
versal sentiment  that  prevailed  on  the  first 
news  of  the  people  of  Spain  to  an  usurpa- 
tion which,  whether  on  account  of  the 
violence  and  injustice  of  the  act  itself,  or 
the  fraud  and  perfidy  with  which  it  was 
accompanied,  it  is  impossible  adequately 
to  describe.  The  sensation  was  universal; 
one  universal  spirit  broke  forth,  without 
distinction  of  rank  or  party ;  and,  what 
was  far  more  calculated  to  insure  the  ad- 
vantage of  our  assistance,  was,  that  all  the 
generous  sympathies  of  the  nation,  that 
love  of  liberty,  hatred  of  oppression,  a 
sense  of  the  blessings  we  enjoyed,  and  a 
forecast  of  the  struggles  we  might  have 
to  preserve  them,  all  conspired  to  excite 
in  the  breasts  of  Englishmen,  those  feel- 
ings, which  I  trust  we  never  shall  want 
when  the  contest  is  between  justice,  free- 
dom, and  public  independence  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  highest  degree  of  atrocity 
and  oppression  on  the  other.  Accord- 
ingly #  the  feelings  of  the  country  in  favour 
of  Spain,  were  universal,  and  the  voice  of 
opposition  ceased.  A  liberal  indulgence 
was  given  to  ministers  of  what  they 
pleas^  to  demand.  All  was  given  that 
they  asked  for,  under  that  responsibility 
which  attached  to  them  for  the  truth  of 
the  statement  they  held  forth  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  for  the  solidity  of  the  grounas  on 
which  they  acted.    Under  that  respoosi- 
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bility  eyery  thin^  was  granted  for  the 
support  of  that  n^hteous  cause  in  which 
the  country  had  so  enthusiastically  em- 
barked. The  day  is  now  come  when  we 
are  bound  to  ask^  in  justice  to  ourselves 
and  the  country^  what  fruits  have  been 
derived  from  those  advantages  with  which 
ministers  set  out  in  the  cause  of  Spain. 
It  is  now  to  be  shewn  that  what  was 
granted  liberally  has  been  employed  wise- 
ly and  witn  a  vigour  proportionate  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  trust.  We  have  a  right 
to  expect  from  ministers  this;  first,  to 
shew  us  that  they  had  sufficient  and  satis- 
factory information  to  justify  them  in  the 
hopes  they  held  out  to  us,  to  aid  the  re- 
sistance of  the  Spanish  nation ;  secondly, 
that,  having  that  information,,  and  being 
able  to  shew  the  grounds  on  which  they 
acted  were  solid,  their  measures  were  pro- 
portioned to  the  end,  and  that  they  acted 
with  energy,  firmness,  promptitude,  and 
caation  —  that  they  have  been  looking 
to  the  affairs  of  Spain  with  the  eyes  of 
statesmen — that  -their  means  were  well 
proportioned  to  the  attainment  of  the  ob- 
ject— and  that  they  acted  with  that  happy 
union  of  energy  and  caution,  so  indispeh- 
sibly  necessary  to  ensure  success.  I  was 
not  one  of  those,  who,  however  inviting 
the  prospect  held  out  to  us  in  the  month 
of  May,  last  year,  with  respect  to  Spain, 
thought  that  the  situation  of  his  majesty's 
rainidters  was  not  surrounded  with  dif- 
ficultiea — 1  could  not  say,  at  that  time, 
as  bad  been  said  upon  another  occasion 
in  another  place,  that  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters were  placed  upon  a  bed  of  roses. 
I  think  their  situation  was  a  situation  of 
great  difficulty  and  danger;  requiring 
the  utmost  vigoir,  caution,  and  wisdom 
in  preparing  the  means  by  which  this 
country  was  to  atibrd  its  effectual  as- 
sistance to  Spain.  I  hope  1  shall  not  be 
charged  with  having  a  disposition  to  un- 
derfalue  the  resources  of  the  country. 
Evea  after  all  our  losses — after  the  losses 
of  the  last  campaign,  great  as  they  were 
in  blood  and  treasure,  in  character,  and 
honour — E\^en  after  those  losses,  1  am  per- 
suaded, and  1  use  ne  vain  boast  when  I 
say  it,  tliat,  under  an  administration  of 
prudence  and  wisdom,  the  country  is  pos- 
sessed of  ample  means  to  bring  the  con- 
test in  which  it  is  engaged  to  an  honour- 
able termination.  I  trust  I  shall  not  be 
thought  to  talk  the  language  of  despond- 
ency, when  I  say,  that,  in  order  to  main^ 
tain  die  ultimate  contest  which  is  to  decide 
ftr  eyer  the  power  and  iadependence  of 


the  country,  the  true  poliey  of  those  who 
govern  it  must  be  to  pay  a  strict  attention 
to  oecoaomy,  to  be  actuated  by  a  deter- 
minatioii  to  concentrate  your  means,  not 
to  endanger  them  in  any  enterpri^ie  or 
speculation  in  which  the  event  is  doubt- 
ful, but  pursuing  the  economical  systen» 
of  husbanding  your  resources,  by  which 
alone  you  will  enable  yourselves  to  con- 
tinue the  contest,  the  cessation  of  which 
does  not  depend  on  you,  bat  upon  the  in- 
justice of  your  enemy.  I  remember  this 
policy,  so  well  expressed  in  this  sentiment 
of  a  celebrated  poet, 

"  Durate  et  vostnet  rebus  Semite  secuiidi»." 
was  much  derided  on  a  former  occasion ; 
but,  notwithstanding  the  ridicule  which 
was  thrown  on  it,  I  think  the  coantry  will 
one  day  know  how  to  appreciate  that  sys^ 
tern  which  was  steadily  pursued  and  acted 
upon  by  the  last  admiiwstrattonv  1  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  that  policy  sheukt 
be  extended,  so  far  as  to  prevent  onr  avaiK* 
ing  ourselves  of  a  good  opportunity  of  ap« 
plying  our  resources  upon  occasions  which 
hold  out  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  that  the  advan^ 
tage  ol*  that  system  of  policy  is,  that  while 
it  enables  you  to  mamtain  a  proci-acted 
contest,  it  also  enables  you  to  fight  with 
efiect  the  last  battle  which  is  to  decide  the 
fete  of  the  country^  It  is  the  concentra- 
tion of  your  means,  and  the  improvement 
of  your  resources,  by  which  alone  you  can 
have  every  thing  ready  to  avail  yourselves 
of  such  an  o|>portunity .  I  will  not  conceal 
irom  your  lordships  that  I  am  one  of  those 
who  thought  such  an  opportanity  was 
given  to  this  country  by  the  events  which 
took  place  in  Spain  last  year.  I  certainly, ' 
without  havinc  too  favourable  an  opinion 
of  ministers,  did  give  them  credit  for  their 
exertions  in  a  situation  in  which  it  behov- 
ed them  to  guard  against  popular  delu- 
sion, as  well  as  not  to  excite  popular  en- 
thusiasm. In  such  a  situation  I  gave  them 
credit  for  this;  that  they  would  not  of 
themselves  wilHngly  do  any  thing  to  ex- 
cite those  passions  which  were  necessary  to 
be  restrained)  and,  least  of  all,  to  hold  out 
hopes  which  were  not  justified  by  facts.*— 
And  this  leads  me  to  the  consideration  of 
the  first  point  on  which  his  majesty  s  mi- 
nisters are  bound  this  day  to  -give  an  ac- 
count; Whether  they  took  means  to  ob- 
tain information  with  regard  to  Spain» 
and  whether  the  information  they  re- 
received  was  such  as  justified  the  hopes 
they  held  o«t  to  the  public  ?  We  cannot 
forget  the  mi^ificent  acconnts  which 
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were  circulated  at  ^e  Ume,  of  the  re- 
sources of  Spain ;  of  the  entbusiasm  and 
spirit  of  the  people ;  of  the  vast  armlet 
they  had  collected,  and  with  which  it  was 
expected  they  would  drive  the  French  be- 
yoiid  the  Pyrenees.  I  remember  that  it  was 
asserted  that  every  thing  but  official  docu- 
idents  justified  the  statement  of  the  amount 
of  the  Spanish  armies  as  consisting  of  up- 
wards of  four  hundred  thousand  men>  ex- 
clusive of  a  body  of  reserve,  con.Msting  of 
a  million  ;  and  both  theise  exclusive  of  the 
volunteers.  We  heard  then  of  nothing 
but  the  spirit  and  enthusiasm  of  the  Spa- 
niards, i  have  looked  for  proof  of  this  in 
vain  to  the  documents  presented  by  his 
majesty's  ministers ;  1  find  nothing  of  the 
kind.  1  find,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  let- 
ters of  every  officer,  of  the  greatest  cha- 
racter,  and  whose  credit  stands  highest 
with  this  house,  statements  of  a  very  dii)er- 
eiit  description.  I  find  lord  William 
Bentinck,  soon  af^er  his  arrival  at  Madrid, 
sending  accounts  of  the  state  of  the  army 
higWy  onfuvourable ;  that  the  greatest 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  their 
inability  to  contend  with  the  French,  that 
their  armies  were  in  a  state  of  total  disor- 
ganization, that  he  found  it  impossible  to 
prevail  on  the  Supreme  Junta  to  confer  the 
sote  command  on  some  one  distinc:nished 
oftcer,  and  that  thfey  were  not  prepared  for 
the  reverses  they  had  met  with. — After  the 
defeat  of  general  Blake,  I  find  the  accounts 
received  were  still  more  unfavourable.  If 
I  look  to  the  letters  of  general  Broderick,  I 
find  them  no  less  discouraging  with  re-^pect 
to  the  people  of  Spain.  In  the  letters  of 
September  K),  and  Novembef  5,  you  have 
accounts  of  the  French  army,  and  of  the 
Spanish  army  opposed  to  thera,  which 
fi-ere  calculated  to  encourage  his  majesty's 
minister;)  in  any  thing  rather  than  in  san- 
guine hopes  of  success.  In  some  of  the 
letters  there  are  accounts  of  the  totil  want 
of  confidence  in  those  who  ou;;ht  to  have 
let  the  first  ex-ample  of  heroism  and  devo- 
tion to  their  country.  By  the  letters  of 
general  Baird  and  general  Moore,  we  find 
that  spirit  which  was  so  supposed  to  be 
tmirersal,  and  which  to  be  successful  must 
be  persevering,  had  wholly  subsided.  Sir 
John  Moore  states,  that  he  had  heard  of 
enthusiasm,  but  he  had  met  with  it  no 
where — that  the  first  reverses  checked  it, 
and  that  lie*  had  not  been  able  to  collect 
any  grounds  to  justify  the  sanguine  hopes 
raieb  had  been  formed.-^]  have  fi)uud  it 
my  dttty  on  some  former  occasions,  to 
•tat#aiy  fillings  of  the  disadraatage  aris- 


ing from  the  want  of  a  political  correspon- 
dent as  well  as  a  military  one,  and  I  have 
heard  no  satisfactory  reason  for  withholding 
that  information  1  rtrquired.  If  the  enthu* 
siasmof  the  people  of  Spain,  excited  by 
their  hatred  towards  the  French,  wax 
what  it  has  been  described,  nothing  could 
be  so  necessary  as  that  the  government 
established  there  should  give  a  direction  to 
that  spirit.  Surely,  it  was  of  importance 
that  political  agents  should  have  been  sent 
to  that  country,  to  co-operate  with  its  go- 
vernment ;  but  it  has  been  remarked  by 
my  noble  friend, (lord  Auckland)  that  there 
seems  to  have  been  a  disunion  in  the  go* 
vernment  upon  this  occasion,  and  while  we 
have  ample  documents  lakl  before  us  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  political  cor- 
respondence of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
AB'airs  has  been  withheld,  except  some  do* 
cnmcnts  which  it  was  impossible  td  with- 
hold. We  have  Mr.  Frcre's  letter  of 
Nov.  30,.  in  which  he  tells  sir  John  Moore, 
that  the  parts  of  Spain  through  which  the 
latter  had  passed  were  the  least  militai;y, 
and  represents  the  population  of  the  plains 
of  Leon  and  the  two  Castiles  as  neither  ca- 
pable nor  disposed  to  resist  the  enemy.-* 
1  have  called  your  lordship's  attention 
to  this  letter,  because  it  shews  by  the  ad- 
mission of  Mr.  Frere  that  there  was  a  de- 
ficiency in  those  means  which  were  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  people  of  Spain  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  attacks  of 
the  armies  of  France.  But  I  fear  this  pas- 
sage in  Mr.  Frere's  letter  is  applicable  to 
a  much  larger  description  of  country, 
than  gen.  Moore  could  have  passed.  Gen. 
Moore  could'  have  seen  nothing  of  Spain 
but  what  was  to  be  seen  on  his  march  from 
Portucral  to  Salamanca.  But  Mr.  Frere 
describes  a  much  larger  portion  of  country, 
and  I  suspect  that  there  is  an  omission  in 
this  letter,  in  order  that  it  may  appear  as  if 
Mr.  Frero  was  writing  as  to  the  small  tlis- 
trict  between  Leon  and  Salamanca,  and 
not  as  to  the  whole  Leonese.  If  Mr.  Frere 
should  have  expressed  himself  with  regard 
to  such  an  extensive  portion  of  country, 
stating,  that  throughout  the  whole  of  it 
there  was  a  want  of  energy  and  exertion, 
then  I  ask  what  credit  can  be  given  to  his 
majesty's  ministers,  for  deliberately  hold- 
ing out  to  the  people  of  England,  such 
sanguine  hopes  of  the  ultimate  success  of 
the  exertion  of  the  people  of  Spain  ?  I 
know  not  upon  what  authority  hit  majes- 
ty's ministers  could  have  considered  them- 
selves as  justifkd  in  the  statements  they 
made  at  the  time^  cooioioas  aa  they  muat 
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have  been  of  the  contents  of  the  official 
documents  whkh  we  have  before  us.  But 
their  information  was  not  confined  to  the 
statements  of  British  officers  and  agents ; 
ali  the  information  they  received  was  of 
the  same  description.  1  wou4d  refer  your 
lordships  to  the  proclamations  of  the  Go- 
vernments of  nhe  two  Castiles  and  Leon, 
and  the  proclamations  of  general  Romana 
after  the  defeat  of  general  Blake^  com- 
plaining of  the  want  of  every  thing  ne- 
cessary to  enable  him  to  resist  the  enemy. 
I  would  refer  you  also  to  the  statement 
of  general  Castanos,  who  gives  the  same 
accounts  after  the  defeat  of  Tudela,  and 
states  the  frequency  of  desertion  in  his 
army.  Howslrongly  is  this  confirmed  r — 
We  find  that  the  whole  united  force  of  the 
principal  armies  of  Spain,  the  army  of 
general  Blake,  the  army  in  Estremadura, 
and  the  army  of  Arragon,  instead  of 
amounting  to  400,000  men,  was  not  equal 
to  the  army  with  which  the  French  began 
their  attack  in  August :  and  I  have  autho- 
rity for  stating  that  the  army  of  general 
Blake  never  exceeded  30,000;  that  the 
army  in  Estremadura  was  not  more  than 
12,000 ;  that  the  army  of  Castanos,  which 
was  said  to  amount  to  80,(X)0,  never  ex- 
ceeded 26,000 ;  ill  cloathed,  and  ill  pro- 
vided with  every  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  keep  the  field  ;  that  his  army,  including 
the  army  of  Arragon,  did  not  exceed  fi>rty 
thousand,  and  was  composed  of  men  of  all 
descriptions,  deficient  of  supplies,  arms, 
and  accoutrements,  and  labouring  under  all 
the  disadvantages  of  new-raised  levies. — 
When  we  have  these  things  before  us,  are 
we  not  called  on  to  exact  a  severe  account 
from  ministers,  and  to  oblige  them  to 
shew  that  they  had  some  better  means  by 
which  they  could  expect  to  oppose  a  suc- 
cessful resistance  to  the  ambitious  views  of 
France,  than  any  of  those  of  which  we 
have  hitherto  heard  ?  I  know  I  shall  be 
4old  that  it  was  by  these  new  levies  gene- 
ral Dupont  was  defeated,  that  Sacagossa 
was  defended,  that  the  French  were  re- 
pulsed from  Gallicia,  and  Joseph  Buona- 
f^arte  driven  from  Madrid.  That  an  ebul- 
ition  of  enthusiasm  and  spontaneous  re- 
sistance on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
Spain,  broke  out  at  once,  is  not  to  be  dis- 
puted ;  but,^t  was  stated  in  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  War  Departmejit, 
that  it  was  not  a  sudden  ebullition  of  rage 
that  was  to  be  looked  to,  upon  the  conti- 
nuance of  which  we  could  not  depend 
with  certainty,  but  that  it  was  a  persever- 
ing spirited  fbeling  of  patriotism^  whfch. 


as  stated  in  this  letter  from  lord  Castle- 
reagh,  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by  threats 
or  seduced  by  compromise ;  a  spirit  which 
was  calculated  to  carry  the  people  through 
a  long  and  difficult  contest.  Certainly,  it 
was  the  existence  of  such  a  spirit  alone 
that  could  warrant  his  majestj^'s  ministers 
in  risking  in  Spain,  so  large  a  proportion 
of  the  disposable  forces  of  this  country. 
— But  let  it  be  considered,  what  was  the 
situation  of  affiiirs  at  the  beginning  of  the 
contest.  Early  in  July,  you  have  gen, 
Dupont  defeated  ;  towards  the  latter  end 
of  July,  Joseph  Buonaparte  retired,  and  it 
was  not  till  November  following,  that  the 
French  armies  received  any  reinforce- 
ments. At  the  time  the  French  were 
concentrated  behind  the  Ebro,  their  force 
did  not  amount  to  more  than  4'.5,000  men. 
If  we  have  these  facts  as  existing  at  tber 
fiVst  insurrection,  we  have  also  the  proof, 
that  the  whole  of  the  period  during  which 
the  French  force  was  there,  there  was  a 
fatal  inaction  on  the  part  of  bis  majesty's 
ministers,  as  well  as  of  those  who  had  the 
conduct  of  the  afiairsof  Spain,  which  suf- 
fered the  French  to  remain  there  unmo- 
lested until  they  had  received  the  rein- 
forcements they  expected.  Now  thi» 
must  have  arisen  from  one  of  two  causes ; 
either  that  there  was  no%  that  persevering 
spirit  in  existence  in  Spain,  or  that  these 
being  the  elements  of  that  spirit,  there 
was  not  a  government  capable  of  giving  a 
proper  direction  to  it ;  and,  whichever  of 
these  two  views  you  take,  in  neither  case 
is  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
exempt  from  blame.  Either  they  had  in-* 
formation  or  they  had  not.  If  thev  had 
not,  they  stand  charged  with  culpable 
negligence ;  and  if  they  had  information, 
and  held  out  hopes  which  that  informa- 
tion did  not  justify,  they  stand,  in  a  much 
higher  degree,  responsible  to  the  public 
for  their  conduct.  1  have  already  said,  it 
was  not  a  sudden  ebullition  that  should 
have  led  us  to  depart  from  those  princi- 
ples pf  ceconomy  I  have  so  often  recom* 
mended.  His  majesty's  ministers  should 
have  been  satisfied,  not  only  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  proper  spirit  in  the  people,  but 
that  there  was  a  government  in  that  coun- 
try which  had  acquired  sufficient  authori- 
ty to  give  it  the  necessary  energy.  If 
neither  of  these  things  existed,  or  if  the 
one  existed  without  the  other,  it  was  the 
very  acme  of  madness  in  his  majesty's 
ministers,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
lavish  as  they  have  done  the  resources  of 
this  gountry.    If  there  was  a  spirit  in  th« 
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people,  though  acting  under  the  disad- 
vantage of  not  having  a  proper  spirit  in 
the  government,  I  do  not  say  that  assist- 
ance should  have  been  wholly  withheld  ; 
but  we  certainly  should  not  have  sent  an 
army  where  we  had  not  the  necessary 
means  to  a£R>rd  supplies  to  that  army,  o^ 
efifectual  assistance  to  those  it  was  intended 
to  protect :  we  ought  rather  to  have 
given  our  assistance  by  money,  and  by 
the  well-applied  exertions  of  our  naval 
force  on  the  coast  of  Spain.  Unless  both 
these  circumstances  were  united  ;  unless, 
according  to  the  best  information,  there 
were  good  grounds  for  believing  there  was 
a  persevering  spirit  in  the  Spanish  nation, 
and  a  spirit  in  the  government  to  give  it  a 
proper  direction,  the  government  of  this 
country  should  not  have  hazarded  a  British 
army  there. — Now  let  us  consider  what 
his  majesty's  ministers  have  done.  It  may 
be  said,  that,  though  there  was  not  in  the 
first  instance  a  Central  government  to  di- 
rect the  energies  of  the  people  of  Spain  ; 
yet,  every  body  most  be  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  giving  effect  by  our  means  to 
their  exertions.  It  may  be  said  there 
were  proofs  of  the  existence  of  a  consider- 
able spirit  of  enthusiasm,  and  with  those 
proofs  it  may  be  asked,  would  you  wait 
till  that  spirit  had  subsided,  without  tak- 
ing any  measures  for  its  support  ?  I  say 
I  would  not ;  I  would  have  made  prepa- 
rations ;  but  before  I  allowed  myself  to 
send  an  English  array  into  Spain,  I  would 
have  seen  that  there  were  reasonable 
grounds  of  success. — Then,  let  us  consider 
under  these  circumstances,  what  we  have 
done.  Supposing  the  spirit  of  the  people 
to  have  been  as  we  wished  it ;  and  I  con- 
fess I  was  among  the  most  sanguine  upon 
that  head  ;  let  us  consider  what  measures 
have  been  taken  with  a  view  to  bring  the 
powers  of  this  country  to  c;ive  the  most 
effectual  aid  to  the  cause  oi  Spain. — In 
considering  this  subject,  I  shall  first  state 
the  different  modes  of  action,  and  then  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  do  any  thing  more 
than  state  my  objections  to  the  plan  upon 
which  his  majesty's  ministers  resolved  to 
act.  I  state  that  tb^rewere  four  different 
ways  by  which  this  cmintry  might  have 
assisted  Spain.  We  might  have  assisted 
Spain  by  sending  an  army  to  the  north 
into  Asturias  and  Biscay ;  to  Catalonia  in 
the  east  y  *by  the  attack  of  the  French 
army  in  Portugal,  or  by  assembling  an 
army  on  the  frontiers  of  that  kingaom, 
with  a  view  to  operations  in  the  south  of 
Spain.  As  to  assembling  an  army  in  tha 
Vol.  XIV. 


north,  it  has  been  stated  by  one  minister, 
that  it  was  a  most  chimerical  project,  but 
that  was  not  always  his  sentiment ;  for  in 
one  of  his  documents,  we  find  Gijon  and 
St.  Andero  pointed  out  as  the  best  places 
to  act  in.  Undoubtedly,  with  respect  to  th« 
co-operation  ofan  army  asapplicable  to  that 
pointi,  much  depended  on  the  time.  Un- 
less it  acted  in  the  month  of  August,  it  could 
not  act  at  all ;  the  difficulties  with  re.^pect 
to  supplying  the  army  with  provisions 
would  iiave  been  very  great,  in  consequence 
of  its  having  been  found  necessary  to  supply 
general  Blake's  army.  When  I  look  to  the 
difficulty  of  finding  provisions,  the  disad- 
vantages of  the  debarkation  and  the  inse- 
curity of  ^  retreat,  I  am  not  inclined  to  say 
that  that  would  have  been  an  advisabla 
point.  As  to  Catalonia  in  the  east  I  should 
say,  that  the  time  which  would  elapse  be- 
fore you  could  assemble  an  army  there, 
would  be  an  objection  to  that  point.  The 
remaining  quarters  to  Vhich  an  army 
might  have  been  directed,  are  Portugal 
and  the  south  of  Spain,  the  preference  to 
the  one  over  the  other  depending  upon  the 
time  ;  that  which  is  of  the  greatest  value 
in  all  military  operations.  If  you  could 
have  been  ready  in  August  or  September, 
it  might  have  been  advantageous  to  have 
collected  an  army  in  the  south  of  Spain* 
Bat,  sure  I  am,  if  you  could  have  sent  an 
army  before  the  end  of  September,  thera 
could  be  no  question  (for  reasons  which  I 
will  not  enter  at  large  into,)  that  the  pre- 
ference, ought  to  have  been  given  to  the 
south,  and  that  the  disembarkation  should 
have  been  at  Cadiz  instead  of  Corunna.— 
With  respect  to  the  advantage  of  the  last 
mode  of  employing  a  British  army,  I  am 
inclined  to  agree  with  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters that  it  was  striking  an  important  blow 
by  the  destruction  of  the  French  forc^  in 
Portugal,  and  by  its  effects  in  giving  en-  ' 
couragement  to  the  people  in  Portugal, 
and  enabling  you  to  avail  yourselves  of  the 
whole. population  of  that  country  in  addi- 
tion to  that  of  Spain.  I  have  therefore  no 
difriculty.instating,v  that  to  commence  an 
'  attack  Oil  the  army  in  Portugal,  provided 
that  attack  had  been  properly  conducted 
as  a  part  of  a  general  plan,  and  not  as  a  se- 
parate movement,  which  ended,  as  all  such 
measures  must  end,  that  woald  unquestion- 
ably have  been  the  best  mode.— Let  us 
consider  how  his  majesty's  ministers  found 
themselves  called  upon  to  act.  I  hava 
said,  that  of  the  four  plans  they  might  have 
chosen  any  one ;  but  then  it  was  absolute- 
ly neatssary  tbftt  they  should  have  had 


Digitized  by 


Google 


131]      PARL.  DEBATES,  April  21,  noo.-^Cafiipaign  in  Spiun  and  Portugal      [182 


some  plan.  Buonaparte,  in  one  of  his  pub- 
lications, states,  that  success  in  military 
operations  depends  on  having  a  regular 
plan.  Whetlier  the  plan  they  might  adopt 
>vould  have  been  the  best  one,  is  quite  ano- 
ther question ;  yet,  whatever  they  did,  con- 
sidering the  interests  of  Spain,  and  the 
character  of  the  enemy  against  whom  they 
were  to  act,  a  regular  plan  was  necessary 
before  a  single  movement  was  made.-r-I 
have  stated  that  the  true  policy  of  the 
country  was  to  husband  its  resources,  and 
concentrate  its  means,  for  a  favourable  op- 

<  portunity.  No^r^  let  us  see  in  what  situa- 
tion his  majesty's  ministers  found  them- 
&ekes  at  the  commencement  of  the  trans- 
actions in  Spain.  One  expedition  had 
been  sent  to  Sweden,  under  that  gallant 
and  ever-to-be-lamented  officer  sir  John 
Moore,  with  11, 000  men.  If  it  was  not  for 
pressing  circumstances,  I  would  stop  to 
speak  of  that  expedition,  in  which  1 1,000 
men  were  sent  to  assist  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, attacked  from  Norway,  bj^Russia,  by 
France,  and  by  Denmark.  To  support  this 
monarch  11,000  men  were  sent,  without 
any  knowledge  of  any  point  on  which 
they  were  to  act,  or  without  any  thing  hav- 
ing been  previously  concerted  on  the  sub- 
ject. Hence  arose  those  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances which  have  never  yet  been 
fully  explained  ;  the  return  of  the  expe- 
dition without  having  effected  or  attempt- 
ed any  one  object,  in  consequence  of  the 

'  manner  of  sending  it  out,  whilst  in  these 
extraordinary  times  we  had  the  extraordi- 
nary spectacle  of  the  commander  of  a 
force  sent  out  to  assist  an  ally,  compelled 
to  escape  from  the  capital  of  that  ally  in 
disguise.  It  is  impossible  to  advert  to  what 
has  happened  to  Sweden,  without  referring 
to  a  great  deal  of  what  has  passed  in  this 
case.  We  have  had  under  our  considera- 
tion the  unfortunate  success  of  that  expe- 
dition, in  which  the  Danish  navy  was  de- 
stroyed. It  was  said  that  the  safety  of 
Sweden  was  the  object  of  that  expedition. 
We  now  pay  the  penalty  of  that  expedi- 
tion by  the  state  of  ruin  to  which  the  king 
of  Sweden  by  our  means  has  been  reduced. 
His  majesty's  ministers  think  they  did  their 
duty  by  sending  11,000  men  under  an 
officer  who  does  not  know  the  object  for 
which  he  is  sent.  When  it  arrived  there, 
it  seemed  to  be  unexpected  ;  the  king  of 
Swedon  is  disappointed  as  to  its  employ- 
went.and.we  have  the  unfortunate  circum- 
stance of  a  British  ^ITicer  being  forced  to 
escape  in  disguise.  Sir  John  Moore  bad 
Wen   sent  to  Sweden  with   11,000  men. 


from  whence  he  returned  in  the  manner  I 
described. — ^Another  expedition,  consist- 
ing of  5,000  men,  under  general  Spencer, 
was  destined  for  Ceuta;  which,  having  re* 
connoitred  the  place,  found  that  nothing 
was  to  be  done  there :  and  a  third  under 
«ir  Arthur  Wellesley,  consisting  of  9,000 
men,  as  is  now  generally  understood,  was 
destined  for  South  America.  I  am  much 
afraid,  that,  even  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ferment  in  Spain,  ministers 
were  looking  out  for  some  separate  object 
for  this  country  ;  and  that  they  thought 
it  a  good  opportunity  for  plunder  and 
conquest  in  South  America.  So  late  as 
the  14th  of  June,  when  sir  Arthur  Welles- 
ley  set  out  to  take  the  command  of  the  ex- 
pedition, I  do  believe  it  was  with  the  in- 
tention of  going  to  South  America.  The 
noble  earl  (Liverpool)  shakes  his  head,  and 
says  ^  No  ;'*  but  it  is  remarkable,  that 
when  the  expedition  sailed,  it  sailed  with  a 
great  deficiency  of  horses.  Now,  it  is  well 
knowB  that  horses  to  draw  the  artillery  and 
for  the  cavalry,  would  not  have  been  neces- 
sary to  be  sent  to  South  America,  and  were 
absolutely  necessary  to  be  sent  to  Portugal. 
But,  ministers  having  had  such  a  force  at 
theirdispofial,  the firstthing  to  be  considered 
was  the  plan  of  operations  on  which  it  was 
to  be  employed  ;  they  acted  on  the  same 
system  of  thoughtlessness  they  had  done 
blefore.  With  all  these  means  in  their 
hands,  they  embarked  on  a  sea  of  difficul- 
ties without  chart  or  compass.  Instead  of 
appointing  one  commander  to  direct  the 
whole  expeditioA,  they  send  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  under  a  roving  commission,  to 
act  where  and  how  he  can.  They  send  an 
order  to  general  Spencer  to  co-operate  with 
him  ;  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  being  instruct- 
ed to  depend  on  general  Spencer,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  they  gave  general  Spencer 
a  discretion  by  which  he  was  enabled 
either  to  co-operate  with  sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley, or  to  go  through  the  Straits  of  Gi- 
braltar, if  he  should  think  he  could  thus  ad- 
vantageously employ  the  force  under  his 
command. — I  contend,  that  when  there 
was  a  general  resistance  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  Spain  to  the  power  of  France, 
the  first  thing  his  majesty's  ministers  ought 
to  have  done  should  have  been  to  have  col- 
lected means  adequate  to  the  object,  before 
they  undertook  to  act  at  all. — 1  have  said 
that  the  proper  opportunity  Was  afforded 
in  Portugal :  but  1  have  also  said  that  there 
should  have  been  a  preliminary  plan.  How 
did  his  majesty's  ministers  act?  I  think 
after  the  first  accounts  in  May^  an  expcdi- 
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tion  was  sent  off  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
advantage  of  the  distorbances  in  Spain. 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  left  London  after  the 
llth  of  June,  with  orders  for  Portugal, 
with  a  probability  that  something  might 
occur  to  lead  him  to  Spain.  The  noble 
lord  opposite  shakes  his  head  again  and 
says.  No.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  how 
sir  Arthur  Wellesley's  expedition  was 
fitted  out.  I  know  it  was  sent  out  under 
the  greatest  disadvantages,  deficient  in 
horses  and  cavalry,  and  those  equip- 
ments, which  are  most  wanted  for  such 
a  service  as  that  on  which  he  was  em- 
ploj'ed. — 1  have  stated  that  there  was  an 
advantage  arising  from  the  expeditions 
which  his  majesty's  ministers  had  planned 
not  having  been  acted  upon  ;  but  there 
were  also  some  disadvantages.  General 
Moore's  force  required  time  to  recruit, 
and  sir  Arthur  Wellesley's  being  intended 
for  a  different  service  was  deficient  in 
what  was  most  required.  When  it  was 
that  ministers  first  undertook  to  employ 
the  army  in  Spain,  I  cannot  say,  but  it  was 
subsequent  to  the  21st  of  June.  Lord 
Castlereagh  writes  to  sir  A.  Wellesley  that 
the  accounts  from  Cadia  were  bad  ;  but  it 
appears  that  he  had  an  expedition  in  view, 
for  on  that  day  col.  Brown  is  ordered  to 
collect  information  with  respect  to  the 
state  of  the  countrj^  in  Portugal.  On  the 
30th  of  June  they  send  their  final  instruc- 
tions, and  there  are  two  separate  Instruc- 
tions of  the  same  date.  In  the  first,  he  is 
directed  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Spain, 
to  collect  information  with  regard  to  any 
point  on  which  it  may  be  possible  to  act ; 
and  by  another  letter,  of  the  same  date,  a 
second  positive  instruction  is  sent  desiring 
him  to  proceed  ofl*  the  Tagus.  In  the  in- 
terval between  the  first  and  second  letter, 
k  appears,  that  intelligence  came  from  sir 
Charted  Cotton,  representing  the  French 
force  at:  4,000  men :  without  waiting  to 
hear  from  colonel  Brown,  but  acting  upon 
the  intelligence  of  a  naval  officer  certainly 
entitled  to  every  attention,  for  his  gallant 
services,  though  perhaps,  not  the  fittest 
person  to  be  relied  on- in  this  instance,  his 
majesty's  ministers  chanffed  their  object, 
and  directed  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  to  pro- 
ceed immediately,  without  loss  of  time,  to 
the  Tagus.  He  was  hardly  clear  of  the 
Channel  before  ministers  received  from 
general  Speneer  more  accurate  accounts. 
General  Spencer  stated  the  amount  of  the 
French  force  to  be  20,000  men  ;  then  all 
was  alarm  and  confusion,  and  ministers 
ACkikiemplaied  sending^  out  ao  expedition 


upon  a  more  extensive  scale,  and  thought 
25,000  men  hardly  sufficient.  When  the 
force  was  augmented  by  so  large  a  number, 
it  appeared  to  his  majesty's  ministers  to  be 
too  large  to  be  entrusted  to  the  command 
of  sir  Arthur  Wellesley.  It  is  supposed, 
that  considerable  difficulties  existed  with 
respect  to  the  appointment  of  a  commander 
in  chief  of  that  army.  First,  it  was  said, 
that  the  command  was  to  be  given  to  an 
Illustrious  Duke  (the  Duke  of  York)  ;  then 
it  was  confidently  stated  that  a  noble  earl 
now  in  my  eye,  (the  earl  of  Chatham)  was 
to  have  the  command.  It  seems  most  ex- 
traordinary, that  the  gallant  officer  who 
had  so  r<icently  returned  from  Sweden, 
whose  military  talents  were  of  the  first 
order,  and  who  had  seen  a  variety  of  ser- 
vice, should  never  have  been  thought  of; 
or  that  there  should  have  been  any  hesita- 
tion in  placing  the  command  in  hands  so 
worthy  to  receive  it,  as  those  of  sir  John 
Moore.  It  appears,  however,  that  it  wa* 
not  thought  fit  to  appoint  sir  John  Moorc 
to  that  important  trust,  and  the  chief  com- 
mand was  given  to  sir  Hew  Dalrymple. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  this  was  an  im- 
proper selection.  I  have  the  honour  of  a 
slight  personal  acquaintance  with  sir  Hew 
Dalrymple;  but  from  the  little  conversa- 
tion I  have  had  with  him,  I  conceived  him 
to  possess  ability,  and  to  be' well  informed 
upon  military  subjects ;  and  whilst  at 
Gibraltar,  he  evinced,  in  the  assistance  he 
rendered  to  the  Spaniards,  both  discretion 
and  judgment.  But,  it.  has  happened  to 
him,  as  it  has  happened  to  many,  that  he 
has  risen  in  the  service  without  having 
been  much  employed.  It  does  appear, 
however,  as  if  ministers  acted  from  some 
direct  personal  feeling  towards  sir  John 
Moore,  for  it  seems  as  if  they  were  deter- 
mined to  prevent  sir  John  Moore  from  hav- 
ing the  command  under  any  probable  cir- 
cumstances, by  appointing  sir  Harry  Bur- 
rard,  his  senior  officer,  second  in  command 
to  sir  Hew  Dalrymple ;  and  singularly 
enough,  sir  Harry  Burrard  was  sent  out, 
I  believe,  in  the  same  vessel  with  sir  John 
Moore. — (Here  the  noble  Earl  entered 
•into  a  detailed  view  of  all  the  circum- 
stances, attending  the  different  expeditions 
sent  out  to  Portugal,  their  landing  in  that 
country,  and  until  the  battles  of  Rolei^  and 
Vimiera.) — I  have  already,  continued  his 
lordship,  stated  what  justice  obliged  me  to 
say  with  regard  to  sir  Hew  Dalrymple. 
I  am  not  less  willing  to  pay  to  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  the  tribute  which  his  high  ser- 
vices and  talents  deserve.    I  believe  him. 
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from  all  I  haye  heard  of  him,  to  be  a  de- 
serving officer,  of  great  merit  and  abilities ; 
in  short,  such  an  oflficer,  as,  in  these  times 
of  difficulty,  the  country  may  look  to  with 
the  hope  of  the  most  advantageous  ser- 
vices. But  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  was  placed 
in  a  situation  in  which  no  ofBcer  ought 
to  be  placed.     It  was  impossible  that  sir 
Arthur  Wellesley  should  not  have  felt  a 
considerable  irritation  at  the  command  be- 
ing taken  away  from  him;  and  if  he  fell 
into  an  error  on  this  occasion,  it  was  an 
error,  into  which  every  man  of  ardent  zeal 
and   honourable  ambition  was  likely  to 
fall,  when    he    saw  an    opportunity    of 
acting  with  honour  and  advantage  for  his 
country  against  the  enemy. — On  the  I7th 
of  August  he  came  into  contest  with  an 
advanced  corps  of  the  French  army,  and 
then  the  Battle  of  Vimiera  took  place  on 
the  2 1  St.     I  do  not  wish  to  cast  any  blame 
upon  him ;    but  I  think  the  situation  in 
which   he  was  placed  did  induce  him  to 
incur  a  hazard  which  he  ought  not  to  have 
done.     He  advanced  with  an  army  little 
more  than  superior  to  Junot's,  and  he  ha- 
zarded  this    certain    consequence,    that, 
though   his  success  could  not  be  decisive, 
a  defeat  would  have  been  fatal,  as,  had  the 
fortune    of  the  day  been    different,  the 
whole  of  the  expedition  must  have  failed. 
On  the  2 1st  sir  Harry  Burrard  landed. 
Sir  Harry  Burrard  shewed  his  high  mind 
on  this  occasion,  when  he  declined  to  take 
the  command,  and  gave  to  sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley all  the  merit.     The  Battle  of  Vi- 
miera was   gained  with   honour    to    the 
troops  engaged  in  it.     I  have  no  doubt 
that  with  the  impressions  of  success  further 
advantages  might  have  been  obtained  by 
an  imniediate  pursuit,  but  I  think  the  rea- 
sons given  by  sir  H.  Burrard,  are  very 
substantial   and  satisfactory.      Whatever 
prejudice  may  have  arisen  to  the  country 
from  that  event,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  his 
majesty's  ifiinisters,  in  having  so  arranged 
their  system  of  action,  that  an  officer  should 
take  the  command  of  an  army  in  the  midst 
of  an  action,  and  before  he  could  have  any 
opportunity  of  examining  the  scene.     It 
was  not  to  be  expected,  that  an  officer, 
with  so  heavy  a  responsibility, should  have 
acted  otherwise  than  he  did. — By  the  next 
day  sir  Hew  Dalrymple  arrived,  and  thus 
there  were  three  commanders  succeeding 
each  other,  within  the  four   and  twenty 
hours, — Then  followed  that  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  so  much  debate ;  the  Conven- 
tion of  Cintra.     A  subject  upon  which  the 
public  are  unanipious  in  their  opinion. 


His  majesty's  ministers  have  themselves 
stated  that  it  has  disappointed  the  hopes 
and  expectations  of  the  country.  Its  eiiects 
may  be  summed  up  by  stating,  that  the 
French  general  obtained  the  transport 
of  his  army  to  France  with  his  artillery, 
six  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  800  horses 
equipped  and  ready  for  action,  and  ob- 
tained those  advantages  which  would  have 
been  well  purchased  with  the  loss  of  half 
his  army.  We  may  appreciate  its  ad- 
vantage, by  recollecting  what  happened 
at  Corunna  after  the  disastrous  defeat 
of  the  French  troops,  in '  the  battle 
which  we  are  told  was  fought  without 
hope  of  advantage.  We  find,  that  be- 
fore our  army  could  embark,  it  lost 
7,000  men,  all  the  horses,  stores,  ammu- 
nition, provisions,  and  baggage;  and  that 
that  it  was  in  such  a  state  of  complete 
disorganization,  that  at  this  moment  it  is 
not  those  7,000  men  only  that  are  lost, 
but  the  whole  army  is  lost  to  the  service 
of  the  country,  and  must  be  so  for  months 
to  come.  If  such  has  been  the  efiect  of 
the  retreat  from  Corunna,  what  has  not  the 
enemy  to  boast  of,  for  the  retreat  from  Cin- 
tra ?— The  noble  Earl,  after  stating  many 
other  circumstances  connected  with  the 
Convention  of  Cintra,  expressed  his  opi- 
nion that  it  was  an  act  Tvhich,  in  every 
point  of  view,  was  unadvisable;  but  the 
principal  blame  he  imputed  to  his  majes- 
ty's ministers,  for  that  extraordinary  ar- 
rangement, by  which  they  had  appointed 
a  succession  of  officers,  equally  isnorant 
of  local  circumstances,  and  equally  jea- 
lous of  each  oth^r;  but,  above  all,  he 
blamed  them  for  not  having  instructed 
them  with  regard  to  their  ulterior  views. 
— I  am,  said  his  lordship,  no  friend  to 
fettering  the  discretion  of  a  general  of- 
ficer; to  whom,  after  having  formed  % 
plan,  and  concerted  his  operations,  I  think 
as  large  a  power  as  possible  ought  to 
be  given;  but  surely  it  was  not  diffi- 
cult to  foresee,  that  with  such  a  force 
as  was  employed  against  the  French,  and 
with  the  co-operation  which  might  be  ex- 
pected from  the  courage  of  the  Spanish 
afmies,  some  terms  were  likely  to  be  en- 
tered into  with  the  enemy.  His  majesty's 
ministers  ought,  therefore?  to  have  given 
such  general  views  of  their  sentiments  and 
wishes,  as  would  have  enabled  the  of- 
ficer commanding  the  Expedition  to  have 
acted  on  those  principles,  which  if  they 
had  acted  upon,  they  would  not  have  had 
to  have  said  of  the  Convention  that  it  had 
disappointed  the  hopes  and  expectations 
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of  ihe  country.  Here,  then,  is  a  strong 
ground  for  the  condemnation  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers,  to  whom,  for  this,  as  well 
as  f«r  every  other  part  of  the  transaction, 
the  chief  blame  is  to  be  imputed. — The 
noble  Earl  argued  at  considerable  length 
upon  the  general  impolicy  of  the  con- 
duct of  his  majesty's  ministers  with 
respect  to  the  people  and  government 
of  Portugal.  The  result  of  that  conduct 
had  been,  that  instead  of  having  an  army 
on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  protecting  the 
inferior,  we  had  been  obliged  to  retain  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  army  to  keep 
in  subjection  the  people  for  whose  deliver- 
ance they  were  sent.  Besides,  the  Portu- 
guese force  was  actually  less  in  November 
fliao  in  August  last.  These  grounds, 
added  his  lordship,  I  think  sufficient  to 
call  on  the  house  to  arraign  the  conduct 
of  his  majesty's  ministers.  What  a  con- 
trast does  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  afibrd  to  that  of  the  consummate 
general  whose  plans^  they  had  to  oppose  ! 
Do  you  ever  hear,* said  his  lordship,  of 
Buonaparte  appointing  marshal  Ney  to 
command  an  army,  and,  in  the  midst  of 
an  action,  sending  general  Soutt  to  super- 
sede him,  and  then,  in  the  midst  of  a  bat- 
tle, sending  Massena  or  some  other  gene- 
ral to  supersede  him  ?  No. — ^You  have 
seen  how  differently  he  acts.  You  have 
s^exi  how  the  moment  affairs  took  an  unfa- 
vourable turn,  he  kept  his  army  behind 
the  Ebro,  where  it  might  defy  attack,  and 
wait  for  reinforcements.  You  find  him,  as 
soon  as  his  preparations  are  ready,  carry- 
ing on  one  great  and  simultaneous  opera- 
tion. Whoever  speaks  of  him,  H  is  not 
possible  he  should  speak  of  him  without 
admiring  him  for  his  great  abilities,  what- 
ever may  be  thought  of  his  character  in 
other  respects.  In  rapidity  of  execution 
he  is  only  equalled  by  his  patience  in  pre- 
paring the  means;  he  has  all  the  opposite 
qualities  of  Fabius  and  Marcellus,  whether 
you  consider  the  country  in  which  he 
acts,  the  people  with  whom  he  has  to 
contend,  or  the  means  by  which  he  is  to 
subdue  them.  He  rivals  Hannibal  in  the 
application  of  the  means,  and  is  exempt 
from  his  only  fault,  that  of  not  improving 
by  paist  experience. — Are  we  to  be  sur- 
prised then,  that  such  arrangements  have 
been  followed  by  such  calamities  in  Spain, 
as  make  men  shudder  and  the  blood  run 
cold  ?  I  cpme  next  to  examine  the  means, 
which  his  majesty's  ministers  adopted  to 
obtahi  information  of  the  disposition  and 
i?eioiirc«g  of  tht  Spanish-  nation.    Thirty 


or  forty  officers,  it  appears,  were  sent  in 
various  directions  into  Spain,  to  obtain 
that  information  which  shoufd  have  been 
obtained  some  months  before.  Whilst 
Buonaparte  was  engaged  in  the  most  ac- 
tive endeavours,  to  collect  a  force  from  all 
quarters  to  pour  into  Spain,  no  orders,  it 
appears,  were  issued  to  our  army  in  Por- 
tugal to  move  towards  that  country,  till 
the  26th  of  September,  when  the  first  in- 
structions to  sir  John  Moore  to  that  effect 
were  dated.  On  the  28th  of  September, 
sir  David  Baird  received  orders  to  proceell 
to  Spain.  And  here  I  cannot  avoid  call- 
ing your  lordships'  attention  to  another  in- 
stance of  neglect  upon  the  part  of  minis- 
ters. It  was  not  until  three  days  before 
these  orders  were  given  to  sir  David  Baird, 
that  instructions  were  transmitted  to  ge- 
neral Broderick,  directing  him  to  concert 
with  the  Junta  of  Gallicia,  measures  for 
the  debarkation  of  the  army,  and  for  en- 
abling it  to  advance  immediately.  It  has 
been  said,  that  the  correspondence  of  cap-  i 
tain  Kennedy  represented  that  the  Junta 
would  oppose  no  difficulty  to  the  landing 
of  the  troops ;  but  that  correspondence  ia 
on  the  table,  and  your  lordships  will  per- 
ceive by  looking  into  it,  that  it  relates  al- 
together to  the  refusal  of  the  Junta  of 
Gallicia  to  suffer  the  army  to  land.  In 
point  of  fact,  though  sir  David  Baird  ar- 
rived at  Corunna  on  the  1 3th  of  October, 
it  was  not  till  the  30th  that  permission 
was  given  for  the  disembarkation  of  hit 
army.  Now  when  we  consider  the  whole 
of  this  case  ;  that  the  troops  had  been  put 
in  motion  at  so  late  a  period ;  that  no 
means  had  been  taken  to  insure  their  re- 
ception when  they  arrived ;  when  we 
consider  besides  the  particular  point  zt 
which  his  majesty's  ministers  had  chosen 
to  act,  I  am  persuaded  that  your  lordships 
will  perceive  throughout  the  whole  of 
their  measures,  a  system  of  improvidence, 
imbecility,  and  impotence,  which  would 
be  a  disgrace  to  the  goremment  of  any 
country,  %\\\\  more  to  that  of  a  great  em- 
pire. Situated  as  he  was,  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  sir  Jobo^  Moore  to  begin  his  march 
before  the  l^dgi^ning  or  middle  of  the 
month  of  October ;  and  if  the  Secretary 
for  the  War  Department  had  exercised 
those  talents  which  I  know  him  to  possess, 
and  had  given  himself  the  trouble  to  cal- 
culate dates  or  distances,  he  must  have 
known,  that  it  would  not  be  possible  for 
the  army  to  form  a  junction  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Leon  and  Gallicia  before  the  mid- 
dle of  December.    Did  ministers  9uppos» 
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that  Buonaparte,  taking  example  from 
their  own  inactivity  and  supineness,  would 
not  make  any  effort  to  retrieve  those 
losses^  which  he  had  unexpectedly  sustain- 
ed in  Spainr?  Did  they  suppose,  that  the 
encampment  upon  the  Ebro  had  been 
maintained  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
keep  up  a  defensive  position  in  Spain, 
without  any  intention  to  make  an  attempt 
to  regain  the  ground  that  had  been  wrest- 
ed ftom  the  enemy  in  that  country  ?  or 
did  they  imagine,  that  reinforcements 
M^uld  not  be  expedited;  with  all  possible 
dispatch,  to  that  post  to  which  the  French 
army  bad  some  months  before  been  com- 
pelled to  retreat  ?  On  the  contrary,  would 
not  all  the  examples  of  Buonaparte's  past 
conduct  have  shewn  them,  that  no  effort 
,  would  be  spared  by  him — that  the  utmost 
^ssible  exertions  would  be  made  to  re- 
trieve his  losses  in  Spain  ? — ^This,  minis- 
ters might  have  calculated  upon  as  a  cer- 
tainty, that,  before  the. end  of  the  month 
of  October,  even  though  he  might  be 
obliged  to  draw  the  reinforcements  from 
the  Danube  or  the  Vistula,  he  would  have 
collected  an  army  in  Spain  adequate  to 
the  reduction  of  that  country.  Upon  this 
head  we  had  not  been  without  information 
from  the  French  accounts,  which  had  been 
published  in  all  the  newspapers  of  this 
country.  By  these  accounts  it  appeared, 
that,  in  a  Message  of  Buonaparte  to 
his  Senate,  on  the  16th  of  September, 
he  declared  his  determination  to  continue 
the  war  against  Spain  with  vigour,  and  to 
destroy  those  armies  which  the  English 
had  landed  on  the  Peninsula.  Here  there 
was  a  distinct  declaration  of  Buonaparte's 
views  upon  Spain,  previous  to  the  orders 
sent  out  to  sir  John  Moore  to  advance 
into  Spain,  or  the  instructions  given  to 
sir  David  Baird,  to  proceed  from  Falmouth 
to  Corunna.  Then  followed  a  Report 
from  the  French  minister  of  war,  stating, 
''  That  it  was  of  no  small  advantage,  that 
in  the  ensuing  campaign  the  French  armies 
were  to  meet  the  English  ^  that  the  Eng- 
lish might  themselyes,  at  length,  feel  the 
effects  of  the  war  ;  that  they  would  be 
destroyed  or  driven  into  the  sea  ^  or  com- 
pelled to  do  as  they  had  done  at  Toulon, 
the  Helder,  and  in  Sweden.''  Such  ](m- 
guage  as  this,  proceeding  from  k  minister 
x>f  a  foreign  nation,  could  not  but  be  most 
galling  to  every  English  feeling  ;  and 
what  rendered  that  language  still  more 
afflicting  was,  that  the  representation  it 
contained,  had  unfortunately  been  realised 
hf  the  erent,  and  might  have  been  pre- 


vented by  ordinary  prudence  and  fore- 
sight. Then,  an  addition  of  2(X),000  men 
was  called  out  in  augmentation  of  tlie  ex- 
isting army>  as  appeared  by  the  Paris  pa- 
pers of  the  2 1  St  of  October,  received  in 
this  country  on  the  3d  of  November.  By 
these  channels  of  information  we  knew 
that  between  the  middhe  of  October  and 
t{ie  18th  of  November,  reinforcements  of 
infantry  and  cavalry,  to  the  amount  of 
57,390  men,  had  actually  joined  the 
French  army  in  Spain.  The  report  of 
general  Castanos  states,  that  between  the 
1st  of  October  and  the  20th  of  November, 
not  less  than  68,(XX)  men  had  arrived  in 
Spain ;  which,  with  the  force  of  45,000 
already  in  that  country,  made  an  army 
of  113,000  men,  (of  which  18,000  were 
cavalry,)  applicable  to  the  reduction  of 
that  nation.  In  this  state  of  information, 
however,  his  majesty's  ministers  thought 
proper  to  send  a  British  army  to  act 
against  so  superior  a  force  in  the  open 
country,  where  their  vs^st  superiority  in 
cavalry  would  give  the  enemy  a  decisive 
advantage,  and  where  there  was  no  ade-* 
quate  native  force  to  support  the  British 
army.  But  even  if  the  Spaniards  had  an 
army,  which,  instead  of  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  85,000  men,  as  far  exceeded  its 
actual  strength,  as  the  exaggerated  ac- 
counts received  in  this  country  stated,  what 
should  have  been  the  first  operations  oi 
the  campaign  ?  What  was  to  have  been 
expected  in  the  first  conflict,  between  new 
raised  levies,  and  the  best  disciplined 
troops  in  Europe  ?  What  was  to  b% 
looked  to  but  losses  in  the  first  instance, 
though  by  unabated  spirit  and  persevering 
exertions  the  Spaniards  might  ultimately 
triumph  ?  The  course  they  should  have 
adopted  was  to  retreat  to  their  fastnesses, 
and  at  first  to  have  abandoned  a  great 
part  of  the  open  country  to  the  enemy,  in 
which  they  might  incessantly  harrass 
him  by  desultory  attacks,  and  learn  in 
the  school  of  adversity  that  experience  and 
efficiency  which  would  enable  them  finally 
to  prevail  over  their  enemies. — Under 
the  actual  circumstances  of  the  country, 
therefore,  no  one  could  have  supposed 
that  the  point  selected  hy  ministers  would 
be  that,  in  which  the  British  army  must 
have  been  employed  against  so  superior  a 
force  of  the  enemy  without  any  prospect 
whatever  of  success.  It  was  not,  then, 
till  the  12th  of  October,  that  sir  John 
Moore  began  his  march  from  Lisbon  for 
Spain.  On  the  1 4th  of  November  he  ar^ 
rived  with  the  head  column  of  his  army  at 
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Salamanca,  and  on  the  5th  of  December, 
when  the  other  columns  had  succeaftively 
come  up,  sir  John  Moore  wrote  that  gene- 
ral Hope  was  at  Arila,  sir  David  Baird  at 
Astorga,  and  that  he  expected  within  a 
short  time  to  be  able  to  assemble  the  whole 
army.  It  has  been  said,  in  another  place, 
that  if  any  responsibility  were  to  attach 
any  where  for  this  line  of  march,  which 
Ike  army  had  taken,  that  responsibility 
rested  with  sir  John  Moore.  Nothings  I 
contend,  can  be  more  unfounded  than 
such  an  assertion.  Sir  John  Moore  had 
no  choice,  and  the  course  he  actually  took 
was  perfectly  right,  and  it  will,  I  am  con- 
vinced, meet  the  concurrence  of  every  mi- 
litary authority  in  the  country,  that  his  de- 
cision in  favour  of  a  march  by  land  was 
sound  upon  military  principles.  It  would 
certainly  not  have  been  desirable  for  him 
to  venture  on  an  uncertain  passage  by  sea 
at  that  season,  nor  would  it  have  been  pru- 
dent in  him  to  land  his  army  in  a  country 
which  had  not  the  means  of  afFording  him 
the  necessary  supplies.  On  the  15th  of 
November,  sir  David  Baird  began  his 
march  from  Corunna,  and  on  the  14th 
of  that  month  the  head  of  sir  John  Moore's 
army  arrived  at  Salamanca. — Having 
thus  stated  what  was  the  situation  of  the 
British  army  in  the  middle  of  November, 
I  beg  now  to  call  the  attention  of  your 
lordships  to  the  situation  of  the  French 
army  at  that  period.  On  the  4lh  of  No- 
vember the  French  reinforcements  had  ar- 
rived in  great  strength  in  Spain,  so  as  to 
enable  their  army  to  commence  active 
operations.  In  point  of  fact,  the  French 
bad  begun  to  act  on  the  26th  of  October, 
te  appears  by  their  having  surrounded 
and  taken  a  column  of  1 ,200  men.  On 
the  30th  of  October  the  French  began  to 
act  against  the  army  of  general  Blake, 
and  between  that  and  the  1 1  th  of  Novem- 
ber totally  destroyed  or  dispersed  that 
army.  On  the  4th  of  November  Buona- 
parte arrived  at  Vittoria  ;  on  the  10th  the 
army  of  Estremadura  was  destroyed  ;  and 
on  the  13th  Buonaparte  actually  estab- 
lished his  head-quarlers  at  Burgos,  the 
very  point  where  our  army  was  to  unite, 
one  day  before  the  head  of  sir  John 
Moore's  army  arrived  at  Salamanca ;  two 
days  before  sir  David  Baird  began  his 
march  from  Corunn^.— ^AH  these  were 
circumstances  that  might  have  been  fore- 
seen by  any  ordinary  capacity ;  and  with 
the  certainty  that  such  circumstances 
must  have  taken  place,  it  was  the  height 
of  madness  to  send  a  British  army  to  act 


in  the  North  of  Spain.  It  was  the  opinion 
also  of  sir  John  Moore,  that  the  whole  of 
the  British  army  under  his  command 
should  have  been  assembled  on  the  Por- 
tuguese frontier,  and  directed  its  march 
to  Seville,  and  not  to  Salamanca.  If  that 
plan  of  operations  had  been  adopted,  he 
mi^ht,  if  pressed,  retire  behind  the  Tagoa, 
and  thence  into  the  province  of  Anchdu* 
sia,  where  there  was  an  important  iron 
foundery  at  Seville ;  where  the  spirit  of 
the  people  was  most  enthusiastic  ;  and 
where  there  was  a  secure  and  impregnable 
port,  Cadiz,  to  which  in  any  emergency  the 
British  army  could  securely  retreat.  The 
port  of  Cadiz  was  capable  of  affording 
shelter  to  the  fleet,  and  security  to  the 
army  if  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  it.  But 
here  I  do  not  mean  to  go  into  the  cause  of 
that  jealousy  which  existed  with  respect 
to  admitting  our  troops  into  that  port ; 
yet,  if  such  a  jealousy  could  have  pre- 
vailed after  we  had  sent  a  large  army  into 
that  province  to  assist  the  cause  of  Spain, 
at  all  events  our  own  impregnable  fortress, 
Gibraltar,  was  a  point,  to  which  the  army 
could  securely  retreat.  That  plan  of  ope- 
rations would  have  been  best  for  the  secu- 
rity  of  the  British  army  ;  most  effectual  for 
the  Spanish  cause,  because  it  would  esta- 
blish the  British  army  as  a  reserve  round 
which  the  native  troops  might  rally;  and 
most  harrassing  to  the  French,  because  it 
Vvould  oblige  them  to  act  upon  a  more  ex- 
tended line. — But  scarcely  had  sir  David 
Baird  begun  his  march,  when  at  Lugo  he 
heard  of  the  destruction  of  general  Blake's 
army  :  on  his  arrival  at  Astorga,  he  heard 
of  the  dispersion  of  the  army  of  Estrema- 
dura :  so  that  before  he  could  have  aiv 
rived  at  the  scene  of  action,  every  army, 
from  which  he  could  have  hoped  for  sup- 
port, bad  been  destroyed.  And  here  i 
must  beseech  your  lordships'  attention  to 
the  Letter  of  sir  D.  Baird,  dated  the  S2d 
of  November,  and  to  that  of  sir  John 
Moore,  dated  the  2ith  of  November,  and 
to  the  representations  of  both  as  to  the  ab- 
sence of  all  support  from  the  native  annies» 
and  the  want  of  the  reported  spirit  or  en* 
thusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  people.  la 
his  letter,  sir  John  Moore  said,  that  if  the 
real  strength  of  the  Spanish  army,  or  the 
real  state  of  the  country  bad  been  known, 
Cadiz,  not  Corunna,  would  have 'been  the 
point  selected  for  the  landing  of  sir  David 
Baird's  corps;  and  Seville,  not  Salamanca, 
the  place  at  which  the  army  oqght  to 
have  been  assembled.  These  docomente 
shewed  bow  hopeless  the  ntuation  of  af'^ 
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fairs  in  Spain  was,  how  low  th6  dispo- 
sition of  the  people  was  at  that  period. — 
The  letter  from  sir  David  Baird  had  been 
received  here  on  the  3d  of  December  ; 
that  of  sir  John  Moore  on  the  8th ;  and  it 
19  in  the  recollection  of  your  lordships,  that 
these  documents  were  in  the  possession 
of  his  majesty's  ministers,  when,  on  the 
1 6th  of  December,  they  thought  proper  to 
advise  his  majesty  to  issue  that  celebrated 
Proclamation  which  pledged  his  majesty 
to  *'  the  universal  Spanish  nation ;''  which 
bound  this  country  to  a  cause,  which,  ac- 
cording to  every  information,  u-as  at  the 
time  actually  hopeless.  I  am  ready  to 
admit,  that  it  would  be  the  interest  of  this 
country,  as  it  must  be  in  its  disposition,  to 
maintain  the  cause  of  the  independence  of 
Spain,  as  long  as  there  could  be  any  reason- 
able expectation  of  success.  But  I  can- 
not but  disapprove  of  this  gratuitous  pledge 
solemnly  proclaimed  to  the  world  under 
auch  circumstances  ;  a  pledge,  which  coyld 
not  be  of  any  service  to  Spain»  and  might 
be  of  considerable  inconvenience  to  this 
country.  This  declaration  is  a  point,  upon 
which  I  think  ministers  are  bound  to  give 
lome  explanation  to  parliament,  as  to  the 
grounds  upon  which  they  thought  proper 
to  issue  it>  whilst  they  had  such  docu- 
ments in  their  possession.  But  whilst 
general  Hope  was  at  Avila  and  sir  David 
Baird  at  Astorga,  the  army  of  Castanos 
was  defeated  and  dispersed,  a  part  having 
retreated    into     Arragon,    and     another 

gart  proceeding  south  towards  Andalusia. 
0  that  in  three  short  weeks  after  he  had 
commenced  operations,  Buonaparte  com- 
pletely succeeded  in  destroying  the  three 
armies  upon  which  the  British  army  was 
to  depend  for  supfK)rt.  This  was  the  re- 
sult of  the  combination  of  the  activity,  fore- 
sight, and  prudence  of  the  enemy,  as  con- 
trasted with  the  supineness,  rashness,  and 
arrogance  of  the  councils  of  his  majesty's 
ministers.  The  means  provided  iby  Buo- 
naparte for  the  accomplishment  of  his  pur- 
poses are  so  well  combined,  and  his 
objects  so  ably  prosecuted,  as  generally  to 
gtye  him  a  moral  certainty  of  success ;  and 
whatever  may  be  thought  of  his  total  dis- 
regard of  the  justice  of  those  objects,  it  is 
impossible  not  to  admire  the  ability  and 
wisdom  with  which  he  combines  the 
means  of  accomplishing  them.  A  person 
high  in  office  has,  in  another  place,  in  ad- 
▼ertins  to  this  subject  with  a  view  to  shew 
that  fortune  may  be  controlled  by  wise 
combinations  and  persevering  spirit,  ap- 
pUtd  to  it  tbt  celebrated  quQtation^ 


"  Nullum  numf  n  abest  si  sit  Prudentia,  sed  te 
'^  Nos  facimus,  Fortuna,  Deam,  cceloque  lo- 
**  camus." 

Buonaparte  might  unquestionably,  with 
the  greatest  justice  apply  this  quotation  to 
himself.  He  is  said  to  be  superstitious,  to 
rely  on  his  fortune,  and  to  place  confidence 
in  his  star;  but  whatever  may  be 'his  dis- 
position or  his  feelings  in  these  reiipects, 
he  never  neglects  to  provide  all  the  means 
that  possibly  can  contribute  to  ensure  suc- 
cess, it  is  not  with  him  as  with  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  ;  he  never  enters  into  an 
enterprise  without  any  calculation  of  con- 
sequences ;  he  never  exposes  his  fortune  to 
risk  upon  the  desperate  chance  of  a  dis- 
tant possibility  of  success.  In  this  situa- 
tion, however,  were  the  affairs  in  Spain, 
when  sir  John  Moore,  determined  and  pro- 
perly determined,  to  retreat;  and  in  this  de- 
termination he  continued  till  the  5th  of  De- 
cember. It  must  now  be  obvious  to  your 
lordships,  that  that  course  would  have  been 
best  for  the  safety  of  the  British  army,  and 
most  advantageous  for  the  interest  of  the 
people  whom  it  had  been  sent  to  assist ; 
because,  by  retiring  to  the  frontier  of  Por- 
tugal, sir  John.  Moore  might  tike  advan- 
tage of  any  favourable  opportunity  to  re- 
turn to  the  assistance  of  Spain.  Upon 
these  grounds,  therefore,  sir  John  Meore 
persevered  in  his  intention  to  retreat  until 
the  middle  of  the  day,  on  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber, when  his  determination  was  changed. 
The  noble  Secretary  of  State  has  thrown 
down  the  gauntlet,  and  gallantly  offered  to 
justify  this  change.  But  I  rather  think  the 
noble  Secretary  will  find  it  extremely  dif- 
ficult t<y  shew,  that  it  was  not  only  right  but 
necessary  for  sir  J.  Moore  to  advance  from  ' 
Salamanca  upon  that  occasion.  The  whole 
of  the  Spanish  armies  were  dispersed  and 
flying  before  the  French,  who  had  pos- 
session of  the  passes  of  Somosierra'  and 
Guadarama,  and  also  of  the  great  road  to 
Madrid.  Was  that  a  situation,  I  would 
ask,  in  which  sir  John  Moore  should  have 
advanced,  and  with  an  army,  too,  of  only 
26,000  men  ?  I  am  aware  that  the  nobl%. 
Secretai^  of  Stat^,  among  other  extraordi- 
nary things,  has  alleged  that  sir  John 
Moore  had  40,000  men  at  Salamanca. 
That  is,  the  noble  Secretary  opposes  the 
report  of  the  papers  in  his  office  neatly 
bound  up  with  red  tape,  to  the  assertion  of 
sir  John  Moore,  who  had  the  army  before 
his  eyes.  Yet  with  this  army  the  noble 
Secretary  would  maintain  that  sir  Jphn 
Moore  should,  without  any  Spanish  army, 
or  even  armed  peasantry  to  sustain  him^ 
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bave  advanced  into  the  centre  of  th^country 
depriving  himsetf  of  the  means  of  retreat,  at 
200  miles  distance  from  any  place  of  em- 
barkation. The  proposition,  in  fact,  need 
only  to  be  stated,  in  order  to  demonstrate 
the  impossibility  of  defending  the  noble 
secretary's  opinion,  not  merely  to  military 
men,  but  indeed  to  any  description  of  per- 
sons capable  of  combining  two  ideas.  Under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  situation  of 
the  British  army  it  was  highly  imprudent 
to  advance,  and  nothing  was  to  be  expect- 
ed to  result  from  such  an  operation,  but  a 
basty  and  disastrous  retreat.  It  is  an  af- 
flicting consideration  to  Englishmen  that 
the  consequence  has  been  precisely  what 
was  to  have  been  expected,  and  has  re- 
flected disgrace  upon  the  counsels  which 
'  led  to  it;  but  certainly  did  not  leave  any 
stain  either  upon  the  high  character  of  the 
general,  or  the  unparalleled  spirit  which 
Sad  been  displayed  by  his  brave  army. 
The  prudent  determination  of  sir  John 
Moore,  which  he  persisted  in  till  the  5th 
of  December,  he  was  induced  to  alter  on 
that  day  by  the  communications  which  he 
received  from  Mr.  Frere,  a  gentleman, 
who,  whatever  may  be  his  talents  in  other 
respects,  and  however  painful  and  unplea- 
sant it  may  be  to  me  to  make  the  observa- 
tion, appears  to  be  wholly  unqualified, 
from  his  folly,  ignorance  and  presumption, 
for  that  high  and  important  station  which 
he  at  present  occupies.  To  prove  the  in- 
competence of  this  gentleman,  I  need  only 
refer  to  his  letter  of  the  ^7th  of  November, 
in  which,  Appearing  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements  to  the  French 
army  which  had  augmented  it  to  1 13,000 
men,  he  mentions  to  sir  John  Moore  how 
desirable  it  would  be  for  him,  and  how 
pj)litic,  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  French 
army  before  it  should  be  reinforced;  and 
yet  at  the  date  of  that  letter,  the  French 
army  had  been  increased  to  1 1 3,000  men. 
Another  reason  assigned  by  that  gentle- 
man for  the  advance  of  sir  John  Moore  was 
that  France  was  always  weiak  aller  a  great 
effort.  Was  France  weak  after  the  battle 
of  Marengo  ?  Was  she  w^ak  after  the  great 
efforts  made  at  the  battles  of  Jena,  of  Vien- 
na, of  Ulm,  of  Austerlitz,  or  of  Friedland  ? 
What  couTd  be  such  a  proof  of  existing 
strength  and  powerful  resources  as  the 
ineatns  that  had  been  sent  forth  by  France 
to  insure  success,  and  for  the  achievement 
of  these  important  victories?  Sentiments 
such  as  those  expressed  by  that  gentleman 
could  not  fail  to  remind  one  of  the  case  of 
those  who  from  being  in  the  constant  habit 
Vol.  XIV. 


of  telling  stories,  came  at  length  to  believe 
them  themselves.  Mr.  Frere  seems  to  me 
to  be  one  of  those,  who  in  this  country 
make  a  practice  of  decrying  every  effort 
of  France,  and  predicting  the  failure  of  all 
her  projects.  Before  the  battle  of  Maren- , 
go  the  defeat  of  Buonaparte  was  antici- 
pated ;  on  the  late  coalition  the  downfall 
of  his  power  was  represented  as  certainm 
almost  all  the  newspapers,  not  even  ex- 
cepting the  Anti-Jacobin. — I  come  now  to 
shew  that  the  advance  of  the  army  froiii 
Salamanca  was  the  work  of  this  Mr.  Frere. 
It  will  be  in  your  lordships'  recollection, 
that  the  instructions  from  Ibrd  Castlereagh 
to  sir  John  Moore,  directed  him  to  be 
guided  in  every  thing  respecting  the  Junta 
of  government  by,  and  to  take  all  his  in- 
formation on  that,  and  all  the  subjects 
concerning  the  state  of  Spain  from,  Mr. 
Frere  :  not  however,  that  he  was  to  submit 
to  his  communications  as  to  commainds, 
but  to  pay  every  attention  to  them  short 
of  what  should  be  paid  to  commands.  I 
wish  your  lordships  to  bear  these  instnic- 
tions  in  mind,  in  order  that  you  may  be 
able  t6  judge  of  the  weight  which  the  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Frere  must  have  had  in  determin- 
ing the  conduct  of  sir  John  Moore.  In  this 
letter  Mr.  Frere  recommended  to  sir  John 
Moore  to  suspend  his  retreat  for  the  present : 
for  the  present  he  said,  because  spch  was  the 
spirit  of  the  people,  that,  if  they  should  be 
abandoned  by  the  British  army,  he  was  con- 
vinced they  would  still  accomplish  their  ob- 
ject. When  Mr.  Frere  stated  the  detetrain- 
ed  spirit  of  the  Spaniards — nay,  when  he 
went  the  length  of  alledging,  that  if  that 
people  were  even  left  to  themselves,  he 
had  no  doubt  of  their  ultimate  success, 
he  still  urged  sir  John  Moore  to  advance 
to  their  aid,  adding,  that  such  a  movement 
Was  at  that  time  of  so  much  importance 
to  the  interests  of  Spain,  and  he  was  so 
certain  ef  its  happy  result,  that  he  would 
be  ready  to  take  the  whole  responsibility 
of  it  upon  himself.  To  this  strong,  and, 
as  it  afterwards  proved,  false  statement, 
was  owing  the  change  which  took  place 
in  sir  John  Moore's  opinion  on  the  5th  of 
December.  This  officer  received  another 
letter  from  the  ambassador,  stating  that 
Castanos  had  ah  army  of  40,000  men, 
which  the  Central  Junta  communicated 
their  expectation  of  speedily  augmenting 
to  75,000.  Therefore  sir  John  Moore 
was  exhorted  to  advance  to  place  himself 
in  a  situation  eivher  to  join  the  army  men- 
tioned by  the  Junta,  or  to  attack  the 
flanks  of  the  French.       Accompany inlg 
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these  communication^  of  false  intelligence 
was  a  most  improper  letter  from  Mr.  Frere, 
which  deserved  tne  strongest  terms  of  re- 

.  probation ;  which,  by  recommending  the 
examination  of  the  messenger  who  bore  it 
before  a  council  of  war  in  the  even,t  of 
his  not  complying  with  the  recommend- 
ation it  contained,  actually  proposed  to 
take  out  of  the  binds  of  sir  John  Moore 
the  command  of  his  army.  But  who  was 
this  bearer,  to  whose  representations  such 
respectful  attention  was  to  be  paid  }  Why 
is  his  name  withheld  ?  Was  he  any  great 
officer  of  experience  ?  Was  it  Dumourier, 
or  that  great  rival  of  Buonaparte,  Moreaa  ? 
No  such  thing  ; — ^but  M.  Charmilly,  one 
of  the  most  infamous  characters  existing. 
I  am  fully  aware  who  he  is ;  and  I  would 
appeal  to  my  noble  friend  on  the  cross* 
bench  (viscount  Sidmouth),  whether  he 
was  not,  when  in  office,  cautioned  against 
this  man  ?  He  is,  in  fact,  one  of  those  who 
commenced  the  sanguinary  revolution  at 
St.  Domingo,  where  he  was  actually  con- 
cerned in  assassination.  From  St.  Do- 
mingo he  went  to  France,  as  one  of  the 
delegates  from  that  island ;  and  from 
France  he  came  to  take  refuge  here,  where 
he  attempted  to  impose  upon  the  govern- 
ment, by  assuming  an  authority  and  offi- 
cial character  which  he  did  not  possess 
from  the  government  of  St.  Domingo. 
Such  was  the  man  whom  ministers  thought 
fit  to  entrust.  How,  I  would  ask,  could 
they  be  ignorant  of  his  character  ?  He 
who,  for  several  yeara,  has  notoriously 
practised  usury  in  this  town,  who  can  be 
traced  through  all  the  courts  of  law  in  ac- 
tions for  such  practices ;  and  whose  name 
the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack  may  find 
among  the  list  of  fraudulent  bankrupts. 
This  then,  my  lords,  is  the  sort  of  man 
whom  Mr.  Frere  thought  proper  to  select 
for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the  decision, 
if  not  of  superseding  the  authority,  of  sir 
John  Moore.  In  denouncinj^  this  man, 
whose  name  I  have  learned  from  private 
letters  transmitted  by  sir  John  Moore  to 
his  relations,  and  in  marking  him  as  one 
of  those  emigrants,  who  took  refuge  in 
this  country  in  consequence  of  the  French 
revolution,  I  beg  I  may  not  be  understood 
as  casting  any  general  reflection  on  that 
description  of  persons.  God  forbid  that 
I  should  use  any  expression  calculated  in 
the  slightest  degree,  to  disturb  the  feelings 
of  those  high-minded  persons,  those  gene- 
rous spirils,  who,  from  a  chivalrous  devo- 
tion totl^eir  sovereign  and  his  family,  fled 
ft9m  the  French  revolution.    The  conduct 


of  such  men  not  only  entitles  them  to 
compassion  but  to  admiration.  But  I 
mean  not  to  confound  such  a  person  as  I 
allude  to  with  those  whom  I  have  just  de- 
scribed. This  person,  who  was  the  bearer 
of  this  extraordinary  letter  from  Mr, 
Frere,  it  appears,  left  Madrid  on  the  2d, 
and  of  course  could  not  be  unaware  of  the 
state  of  that  city  at  the  time.  In  addition 
to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Frere,  he  also 
brought  a  letter  from  Morla,  who,  on  the 
very  day  he  wrote  the  letter  exhorting 
sir  John  Moore  to  advance  towards  Mar 
drid,  was  actually  negociating  with  Buona- 
parte for  the  surrender  of  that  city. 
Thus,  had  sir  John  Moore  been  influenced 
by  Mr.  Frere's  confidential  messenger, 
whom  there  was  great  reason  to  consider 
as  a  traitor  and  a  spy  for  the  enemy,  or  by 
the  exhortation  of  Morla,  whose  trea- 
chery to  the  Spanish  cause  had  since  be- 
come glaring,  the' probability  was,  that 
our  whole  army  would  have  been  destroy- 
ed or  taken  prisoners ;  certainly,  if  sir 
John  Moore  had  advanced  towards  Ma- 
drid, such  must  have  been  the  conse- 
quence, and  it  was  hot  alone  the  loss  of 
that  ever-tp-be-lamented  officer,  that  the 
country  would  have  had  to  deplore,  but  the 
destruction  of  his  whole  army.  How  are 
ministers  to  account  for  arrangement 
which  exposed  this  gallant  officer  and  big 
force  to  so  much  imminent  danger  ?  That 
danger  was  indeed  so  felt  by  sir  John 
Moore  himself,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
read,  without  emotion,  the  letters  he 
wrote  to  his  friends  upon  the  subject. — 
The  conduct  of  this  gallant  officer  was,  in- 
deed, throughout  that  unfortunate  cam- 
paign, which  terminated  in  his  glorious 
death,  calculated  in  an  eminent  degree  to  . 
excite  the  interest  of  every  generous  and 
just  mind'.  His  arrangements  at  Corunna, 
.  both  as  to  the  contrivance  and  the  execu- 
tion^ were  honourable  to  his  character  and 
worthy  of  the  highest  eulogiumsof  fame. — 
There  are  other  points  connected  with 
this  question,  which  I  must  leave  to  be  dis- 
cussed by  others;  having,  I  fear,  tres- 
passed too  far  upon  the  attention  of  the 
house,  and  feeling  much  exhausted  my- 
self. I  could  dwell  upon  the  want  of  in- 
formation and  foresight  which  ministers 
betrayed,  upon  the  inadequacy  of  their 
supplies  to  the  army  in  every  respect, 
and  particularly  in  cavalry,  of  which  they 
sent  but  2,000  altogether,  to  a  country,  to^, 
where  that  description  of  force  was  pecu- 
liarly necessary.  This  deficiency  could 
not  proceed  from  the  limited  numl)er  ^t 
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our  cavalry.  For  we  had  now  no  less  than 
27,000  of  that  body,  and  it  would  be  re- 
membered that  in  the  years  1793  and  4, 
when  we  had  only  14,000,  we  had  7  or 
8,000  then  upon  the  continent  I  could 
also  animadvert  upon  the  circumstance  of 
leaving  both  sir  David  Baird  and  sir  John 
Moore  in  want  of  money ;  upon  the  inat- 
tention of  the  admiralty  in  sending  no  in- 
structions to  admiral  Cotton  from  April  to 
the  date  of  the  Convention;  the  improvi- 
dence manifested  with  respect  to  the  se- 
curity of  the  fleet  at  Ferrol ;  but,  above 
idl,  I  coold  call  the  particular  attention  of 
your  lordships  to  the  consequence  of  this 
unfortunate  campaign ;  to  the  loss  of  7 
or  8,000  men,  without  any  advantage  to 
Spain  or  to  this  country ;  to  the  loss  of 
horses,  stores,  and  money  sent  to  Spain, 
&c  &c.,  to  the  amount  of  no  less  than 
eight  millions.  With  this  review  of  the 
conduct  of  ministers ;  of  those  who  pro- 
duced such  a  calamitous  result,  how  is  it 
possible  to  attend  to  the  cant  of  modern 
patriotism,  that  it  is  of  no  consequence 
by  whom  the  administration  of  our  govern- 
ment and  resources  is  conducted?  As 
well  might  it  be  maintained,  that  it  would 
answer  as  well  to  have  an  army  directed 
by  a  commander  whose  foUy  and  inex- 
periences was  proverbial,  as  by  a  Marlbo- 
rough. How  can  it  seriously  be  urged, 
diat  it  is  the  same  thing  whether  the  go- 
vernment be  entrusted  to  incapable  per- 
sons or  to  able  statesmen?  I  am -really  asto- 
nished at  the  absurd  extravagance  of  the 
doctrine,  into  which  men  of  general  good 
sense  and  good  intention  have  been  re- 
cently betrayed  upon  this  subject.  To 
the  principles  of  reform  ;  to  a  temperate, 
intelligible,  and  definite  reform ;  1  have 
been  always,  and  still  continue,  a  friend 
To  promote  that  desirable  object  was,  I 
contend,  the  study  of  the  last  administra- 
tion ;  and,  I  can  answer  for  it,  that  no 
man  is  more  friendly  to  such  an  object 
than  my  noble  friend  near  me  (lord  Gren- 
ville).  It  was,  in  our  endeavours  to  attain 
that  end,  we  incurred  the  reproaches  of 
those  who  covered  their  censure  under  the 
specious  phrases  of  a  '' sordid  economy 
wad  want  of  vigour." — ^The  noble  lord 
eoncloded  with  an  animated  appeal  to 
the  house,  exhorting  their  lordships  by 
their  regard  for  themselves  and  their  pos- 
terity, by  their  consideration  for  the  wasted 
blood  of^ their  countrymen,  for  the  dilapi- 
dated resources  of  their  country,  for  their 
natioDal  character,  for  the  interests  of  the 
filpaaish  cause,  aod  for  the  ruined  pro- 


spects of  Europe,  to  acquiesce  in  a  motion, 
which  had  for  its  objects,  to  call  to  an  ac* 
count  the  men,  to  whose  mal-administra- 
tion  such  numerous  and  severe  calamities 
were  attributable. — The  noble  lord  then 
read  the  following  Address,  which  he  prof- 
fered for  adoption : — 

'*  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  to  represent  to  his  Majesty 
that  we  have  considered  with  attention  the 
various  documents,  incomplete  as  they 
are,  which  have  been  laid  before  us  re- 
specting the  eflbrts  made  by  his  Majesty 
during  the  last  campaign,  in  support  of  the 
resistance  of  the  people  of  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal' to  the  unjust .  aggression  and  usurp- 
ation of  the  French  government. — ^That 
we  feel  ourselves  bound  to  represent  to  his 
Majesty,  that  on  the  result  of  this  exami* 
nation,  we  have  seen  with  mortification 
and  grief  the  disgrace  brought  on  hit 
Majesty's  councils,  and  the  injury  sus- 
tained by  the  British  empire  from  tho 
want  of  information  and  foresight  whick 
have  been  evinced*  in  every  part  of  the 
conduct  of  his  Majesty'^  Ministers.  That 
no  rational  plan  of  operations  has  at  any 
time  been  formed  by  them  either  for  the 
direction  of  our  own  exertions,  or  for  com* 
bining  them  with  those  of  the  Spanish 
and  Portuguese  nations ;  no  just  view  taken 
of  the  political  situation  of  either  coun* 
try,  nor  any  due  attention  paid  to  the  supply 
of  those  means  which  alone  could  have 
enabled  the  British  armies  to  act  with  a 
reasonable  hope  of  success. — ^That  with 
such  proofs  before  us,  it  would  not  be 
consistent  with  our  duty  to  withhold  from 
his  Majesty  a  declaration  of  our  full  con- 
viction that,  owing  to  the  rashness  and 
mismanagement  of  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters, the  hopes  which  the  nation  had  been 
led  to  entertain  have  been  disappointed, 
a  large  and  useless  expenditure  of  the 
means  and  resources  of  the  couBtry  has 
been  incurred,  a  great  and  dangerous  ac« 
cession  of  political  naval  and  military 
strength  has  already  been  obtained  by 
the  enemy,  and  above  7,000  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's brave  troops/  together  with  their 
gallant  commander,  have  been  sacrificed 
without  advantage  in  enterprize  without 
plan,  combination,  or  foresight,  and  equally 
ill-timed  and  misdirected." 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  in  reply. 
His  lordship  began  by  agreeing  with  the 
noble  earl,  that  the  feeling  of  fair  confi- 
dence in  the  executive  department  of  the 
state  which  had  been  expressed  by  almost 
every  tnan  in  the  country,  when  the  first 
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prospect  appeared  in  Spaiu  of  resistance 
to  the  ac^gressipns  of  France,  laid  on  his 
majesty  s  ministers  as  heavy  a  responsibi- 
lity as  any,  to  which  a  government  was 
perhaps  efersvibjected^  On  the  part  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  he  uas  anxioos  to  de- 
clare, that  the  furthest  wish  froi^  their 
ilunds  was  to  avoid  inquiry  into  their  con- 
duct; their  o^Iy  desire  wus,  that  that  con- 
duct should  befairly mxnestigated,  and  that 
no  misrepresentation  of  the  facts  should  be 
substituted  for  the  tacts  theuBelves.  The 
first  of  these  misrepresentations  which  he 
should  notice  was,  the  insinuation  that  Lis 
majesty's  ministeis  had  used  every  means 
in  their  power*  to  stir  qp  the  popular  feel- 
ing on  this  SMlyect.  It  must  be  evidept  to 
every  unprejudiced  mind  that  this  was  not 
the  case,  but  that  the  popular  feeling  had 
been  expressed  spontaneously  and  consen- 
taneously. The  noble  earl  had  censured 
his  rosyesty's  government  for  precipitation; 
he  had  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion  that 
they  ought  to  have  waited  to  ascertain  the 
probability  of  the  sqccess  of  the  cause  of 
patriotism  in  Spain,  before  they  ottered 
the  Spaniards  aijsi^tance.  This  was  a  most 
extri^oxdin^ry  opinion.  What!  when  the 
feeling  of  resistance  against  oppression 
was  so  strong  and  so  general  in  Spain, 
vouid  it  have  been  honourable  to  the 
British  character,  had  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters told  the  gallant  Spaniards;  "  We  will 
not  give  you  aiJ  while  yon  are  mo^t  in 
want  of  it;  while  your  efforts  at  emanci- 
pation are  in  infancy;  but  we  will  defer 
ourassistaiicetmtii  you  are  in  full  sUength, 
and  need  it  not?"  Had  such  been  "the 
Isinguage  held  by  his  majesty's  ministers, 
they  would,  indeed,  have  deserved  the  re* 
probation  of  every  man  in  the  country. — 
U  was  a  singular  circumstance  in  the  hos- 
tility shewn  to  his ^jiajesty's ministers  with 
respect  to  their  conduct  in  the  afliirs  of 
Spain>  that  each  individual  who  censured 
their  plan  had  a  plan  of  his  own,  but  that 
untor.unately  none  of  these  plans  had  a 
itingle  principle  of  agreement  with  each 
other.  This  at  Iqast  shewed  the  difficulty 
under  which  his  majesty's  ministers  had 
liiboured  in  the  formation  of  their  own 
measures,  although  it  aflbrded  a  facility  in 
di;£ending  them.  He  was  convinced,  that 
he  should  be  able  satisfactorily  to  prove  to 
their  lordships  two  things  ;  the  first,  that 
the  plan  adopted  by  his  ni^esly's  minis- 
ters with  respect  to  Spain,  was  the  most 
wise  and  expedient,  that  could  have  been 
adopted  in  the  view  in  which  circumstances 
ai  nrst  presented  themselves  ^  and  tl^at  it 
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wa^  pursued  with  the  utmost  steadiness  and 
firmness;  th^  second,  that,  had  any  other 
plan  been  adopted  after  more  full  infor- 
mation hj^d  been  obtained,  it  would  pro- 
bably npt  have  been  more  successful  than 
the  plan  adopted  by  them.  The  noble 
earl  had  contended  that  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters had  been  remiss  in  not  having  made 
a  great  elfort  in  Spain  itself  in  the  hrst  in- 
stance. Now,  befqrc  any  opinion  cou^d 
be  formed  pn  the  propriet]^  of  such  a  step> 
it  must  be  considered,  that  prior  to  any  ex- 
tensive operation  of  t^e  nature  alluded  to, 
it  must  haye  been  neqessary  to  look  for 
some  safe  port«  where  the  troops  might  be 
disembarked  without  danger;  into  whiph 
the  victuallers  could  be  received  with  ease, 
and  near  which  the  men  of  t\'ar  njiight 
have  remained  for  the  purpose  oJF  co-oper- 
ation. '  As  a  general  principle,  he  might 
safely  contend  that  it  was  ia^practjcable, 
and  that  if  practicable,  it  was  not  wise  to 
send  a  large  British  a^my  into  the  interior 
of  any  continental  cou^^ry,  without  the 
previous  attainmentof  the  means  by  which 
that  J^rmy  would  be  rendered  secure,  'fhv'se- 
means  were  yvhoUy  wanting  on  the  Noith 
West  Coast x>f  Spain,  recommended  by  the 
i^pble  earl.  No  security  could  there  be 
found  for  re-embarkation  of  troops;  i^o 
facility  existed  there  for  extensive  opera- 
tions. There  was  considerable  danger 
even  to  single  ships  off  that  coast,  and  the 
provinces .  th^re  were  vvorse  supplied  with 
provisions  than  any  other  in  Spain.  U  any 
confirmation  of  these  assertions  were  want- 
ingy  it  would  be  found  in  the  op'mion  of 
the  marquis  de  Romana,  who,  being  to  be 
seat  with  his  limited  force  to  St.  Andero, 
whe^e  he  had  evpry  inducement  to  wish 
for  the  neighbourhood  of  a  Britis^h  army* 
distinctly  declared,  that  we  might  havp  an 
entrepot  at  Corunna,  at  Vigo^  at  Ferrol,  at 
Lisbon ;  but  at  no  port  on  the  Nca  th  West 
of  Spain.  Thus  far  i(  >yas  prove(i  that  such 
a  measure  would  be  militarily  ipip.ractj- 
cable.  It  remained  to  shew  that  had  it 
not  been  militarily  impracticable,  it  would 
have  been  political Ty  inexpedient  at  that 
time  to  have  sent  a  large  British  army  into 
Spai*!.  Spain  rose  by  sepiarate  provinces; 
these  separate  provincit^s  had  separate  Jun-, 
tas,  separate  armies  and  separate  generals. 
There  veas  no  caruraqn  ponter  of  uijiion, 
and  nhhough  he  did  npt  state  \\\i^  as  an  ob- 
jection to  sending  a  dehoite  fprqe  for  ^  d^- 
fmiie  object;  ypt  hp  co^ntejid^d,  that  con- 
sidering the  unavqidabip  jpalqusies  which 
must  have  existed  am<>i)g  so  many  apthori- 
ties  of  equal  ranl(  a^vi.  powefj  it  wu^l^ 
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have  been  liigbly  imprudent  to  have  trust- 
ed a  Bfitiah  armv  iu  the  he^rt  of  Spain, 
uotit  some  one  of  tbo^e  s^uthpritiea  obtain- 
ed ^  predp^ioatlpg  influt^nce.  He  knew 
tl^at  it  had  been  urged  a3  matter  of  com- 
plaint^ that  demaous  had  b^en  made  for 
^istanc^  by  some  of  ^he  provinces  in 
Spain,  which  demands  had  been  ancom- 
plied  with.  Ten  thousand  men  had  been 
asKed  for  by  the  province  of  Asturias.  This 
was  f#r  local  defence.  It  became  a  mat- 
ter of  coi^ideration  to  his  m«^esty's  minis- 
ters, whether  or  not  it  MTould  be  wise  to 
grant  this  request;  and  that  certainly  form- 
ed one  of  the  principal  reasons  for  their  re- 
fit^. The  point  for  which  the  assistance 
was  soug(it,  was  one  of  the  least  vulnerable 
to  the  enemy.  Another  complaint  m^4^ 
was,  that  the  province  of  Gallicia  had  call- 
ed for  the  assistance  of  cavalry,  which  had 
never  been  sent  tl^ere.  He  believed,  how- 
ever, that  no  niinister  wbq  knew  his  duty 
^ould  have  advised  his  majesty  to  send  ca- 
yalry  to  Gallicia  without  accon^fpanying  it 
with  2^  due  proportion  of  infantry.  Be- 
sides, in  bis  opinion,  it  wpuld  have  been 
most  fatal  to  the  ^ause  of  Spain,  and  the 
$panisli  ari^y,  -to  have  sent  them  this  aid 
of  cavalry,  ^r  it  would  have  drawn  the 
^mnish  infantry  from  the  moup tains  down 
to  tbe  plains  where  ^tone  th^  British  cs^vaU 
Xy  cpuld  have  act^d,  but  wl^erc  the  French 
infantry  were  in  irresistible  superiority  of 
numbers.  In  June,  when  the  Asturian 
Deputies,  and  afterwards  the  QalHcian  De- 
puties arrived  in  this  country,  a  British 
military  force  was  preparing  for  emburk- 
ation  under  the  command  of  sir  Arthur 
Wellesl-viy.  The  noble  earl  was,  however, 
mtsts^ken  in  supposing,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  original  destinatioq  of  that 
£orce,  tha^  there  existed  in  the  bre^sts  of 
bis  majesty's  minister^  the  least  intention 
to  persevere  in  carrying  that  orij^inal  ob- 
ject into  execution,  after  they  were  inforra- 
e(|  of  the  appe^ranc^,  however  partial,  of 
reslst^^ice  in  Spaiq  to  French  tyranny. — 
"this  force  vyys  sent  out  with  directions  to 
procf  ef]  either  to  th?  coast  of  Spain  or  tp 
the  Tagu^  ;  and  it  \vas  judged  expedient 
tP  entrust  sir  Arthur  \VeUesley  with  a  dis- 
cristionary  power  on  this  Sii^bject.  The 
^ol^l^  earl  had  stated,  that  his  majesty's 
WMnisters  h^d  s^nt  this  force  to  sea  without 
^y  fif^inite  qbjept.  But  what  would  he 
^  ^t\y  pthpr  man  have  thought  of  h^s  ma- 
j^y's  governmept  if  they  had  delayed 
tb^ir  op.erationst^  and  risked  the  loss  of  an 
hnpoirlant  pLuect,  by  waiting  fer  precise 
^l^uUs^  po^spiised  as  they  were  ^f  ^ener^l 


information  respecting  the  occurrences  ii^ 
Spain  ?  They  knew  that  they  could  safely 
trust  the  gallant  oiBcer  at  the  head  pf  that 
expedition  with  the  discretion  vested  in 
him  ;  they  knew  that  even  as  a  diversion 
alone,  the  ^x^edition  would  answer  a  most 
important  object.  Were  their  lordshipft 
aware  of  the  advantages  which  might  have 
been  derived  from  that  force,  even  had  it 
not  proceeded  to  the  place  of  its  destina- 
tion, by  diversions  upon  the  coast  ?  In  th^ 
state  of  Spain  and  Portugal  su^h  (^versions 
would  have  been  most  serviceable.  It  was 
to  the  diversion  of  general  Spencer  s^t  Aya-: 
monte  that  the  speedy  defeat  of  Dupont 
was  aUributable,  becauiie  it  prevented  a  di- 
vision sent  by  Junot  to  his  assistance,  from 
passing  the  frontiers  into  Spain,  in  order  tot 
co-operate  with  Dupont  In  his  opinionji 
it  was  the  duty  of  government,  as  ^t  was 
their  invariable  effort,  to  equip  the  he^^ 
force  they  could,  and  to  direct  it  againstf 
the  object  which  it  see^ned  to  them  most 
material  to  attain,  but  without  such  a^  fitxaj 
determination  as  should  preclude  all  dis- 
cretion on  the  part  of  the  commander. 
This  force,  undtr  sir  Arthur  Wellesleyi 
called  at  Corumia  at  a  very  critical  mo- 
ment. The  Gallician  Jimta  declared,  that 
the  first  object  of  the  British  ought  to  b^ 
the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  Portugal. 
At  that  time  such  an  operation  was  obvi- 
ously the  most  advantageous,  both  for  Spain 
and  Portugal.  General  Dupont  was  in  a 
state  of  resistance.  The  contest  in  the 
south  was  undecided.  But  even  after  the 
surrender  of  Dupont,  there  could  be  little 
doubt  of  the  policy  of  expelling  the  French 
from  Portugal,  and  thus  enabling  the  Spa- 
niards to  direct  all  their  attention  to  th« 
Pyrenees.  In  compliance  with  the  wish 
of  the  Gallician  Junta,  sir  Arthur  Welles- 
ley  proceeded  to  the  Tagus,  and  deter- 
mined to  attack  the  French  there.  He 
could  say  with  truth  of  tliat  gallant  officeiT* 
that  in  coming  to  this  determii^atiqn  1^^ 
was  influenced  by  his  public  duty  alone ; 
for  amidst  all  his  brilliant  qualities,  nq  one 
was  more  eminent  than  the  cpmplet^  ab* 
sence  of  envy  and  of  any  feeling  of  humi- 
liation or  degradation  at  being  employed 
und^r  any  other  officer.  lie  would  not  re- 
peat any  eulogy  on  the  victories  olitained 
in  Portugal  ;  Ue  would  only  observe,  that 
in  thirteen  days  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  bfc^at 
the  French  aiiuy  in  one  general  and  tWQ 
partial  eqgageatents,  ind  compelled  th^m 
to  an  armistice,  and  to  an  ultimate  evacu- 
ation of  Portugal.  With  respect  tp  tbt 
tupercessipn  of  sii- Arthnr  W^Uf;4}eyj  i(  W9$ 
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hn possible  that  any  member  of  parliament 
should  ^ay  who  ought,  or  who  ought  not 
to  command  an  army.  Sir  Hew  Dalrym- 
ple  was  at  Gibraltar  when  the  first  com- 
munications of  the  emotions  in  Spain  ar- 
rived, and  had  conducted  himself  with  jjis- 
tins;ui8hed  ability.  Having  thereby  gained 
the  confidence  of  the  Spanish  nation,  he 
was  selected  as  a  proper  person  to  take  the 
command  of  the  British  army  destined  to 
act  in  aid  of  the  Spanish  cause. — But  to 
proceed  with  the  accusations  of  the  noble 
earl.  The  next  was  the  alledged  want  of 
cavalry  in  Portugal,  and  the  assumption, 
that  to  that  supposed  deficiency  the  Armis- 
tice and  Convention  were  to  oe  ascribed. 
He  wished  to  enter  at  some  length  on  the 
subject  of  the  British  cavalry  which  had 
been  sent  to  the  continent.  The  public 
mind  had  been  very  much  misled  on  this 
topic,  and  it  was  material,  with  reference 
both  to  this  and  other  expeditions,  that  the 
house  and  the  country  should  not  run  away 
with  fialse  ideas.  Had  the  noble  earl  ever 
inquired  what  the  proportion  of  tonnage 
for  cavalry  bore  to  that  of  tonnage  for  in- 
fantry ?  For  infantry  (and  for  a  short  dis- 
tance) a  ton  per  man  was  considered  as 
sufficient ;  for  every  horse  transposed,  not 
less  than  nine  or  ten  tons  were  allowed. 
Thus  it  would  appear,  that  it  would  take 
^  much  tonnage  to  carry  5,000  cavalry, 
ffii  40,000  infantry.  But  the  amennt  of 
tonnage  was  a  small  part  of  the  question. 
The  quality  of  the  transports  was  a  more 
material  consideration.  A  horse  transport 
must  be  a  vessel  of  a  certain  description, 
having  a  certain  height  between  the  decks, 
&c.  Tiie  quantity  that  government  could 
at  any  time  procure  of  such  vessels  was 
very  limited  ;  besides,  it  was  to  be  recol- 
lected that  cavalry  horses  were  not  the 
only  horses  sent  with  an  army ;  there  must 
be  horses  for  the  artillery,  for  the  staff,  &c. 
This  was  one  point  to  be  kept  in  view, 
when  the  neglect  to  send  cavalry  was 
attributed  to  government.  The  next  con- 
sideration was  the  nature  of  the  country  to 
which  the  cavalry  was  to  be  sent.  The 
central  provinces  of  Spain  were  cavalry 
countries ;  but  this  was  not  the  case  with 
the  fi-ontie.r  provinces ;  it  was  not  the  case 
with  Gallicia,  with  Asturias,  with  Portugal. 
When  sir  John  Moore  was  retreating,  he 
was  forced  to  separate  the  cavalry  from 
the  infantry,  because  the  nearest  rout  for 
the  infantry  was  not  calculated  for  a£R>rd- 
ing  supplies  to  the  cavalry,  and  the  in- 
fantry under  sir  David  Baird  was  delayed, 
owing  to  the  necessity  of  bringing  forward 


the  cavalry  in  small  detachments.  Along 
with  this  be  desired  their  lordships  again 
to  look  at  the  difficulty  of  sending  cavalry. 
He  requested'  them  to  consider,  that  to 
Egypt,  where  they  might  have  been  of 
great  use,  not  more  than  150  were  sent, 
and  the  men  themselves  had  been  obliged 
to  move  the  artillery.  Cavalry  could  only 
be  sent  to  the  peninsula  by  degrees,  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  of  procurine  the 
supplies  for  that  species  of  force  mere. 
But  notwithstanding  this,  when  it  was 
known  that  from  8  to  9,()(X)  horses  had 
been  sent,  and  that  no  less  than  12,000 
would  have  been  sent  in  all,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  information  that  sir  David 
Baird  was  retreating,  he  trusted  that  their 
lordships  would  allow  that  this  was  the 
greatest  effort  of  the  kind  that  had  ever 
been  made  by  this  country. — In  applying 
these  observations,  the  noble  secretary  said, 
that  it  was  neither  wise  nor  practicable  to 
send  in  the  first  instance,  more  cavalry  with 
sir  Arthin*  Wellesley  than  had  actually  been 
sent.  On  the  22nd  of  August  the  cavalry  of 
the  British  army  was  superior  to  the  num- 
ber which  the  enemy  had  at  the  beginning. 
It  was  owing  to  the  rapidity  with  which 
sir  Arthur  Wellesley  had  advanced,  that 
they  were  not  present  on  the  day  of  the 
battle  of  Vimiera,  although  he  was  very 
far  indeed  from  conceiving  that  this  ra- 
pidity was  improper  under  all  the  circum- 
stances. Whatever  might  be  thought  of 
the  Armistice  and  Convention,  the  want 
of  cavalry  had  no  effect  upon  the  consi- 
deration of  these  subjects.  Whether  the 
French  ought  or  ought  not  to  have  been 
permitted  to  quit  Portugal  except  as  pri- 
soners of  war,  was  a  question  which  he 
would  leave  to  military  men  to  determine. 
If  more  favourable  terms  could  have  been 
obtained,  they  ought,  of  course,  to  have 
been  insisted  upon.  But  what  he  wished 
to  .press  upon  their  lordships,  was,  that  if 
the  operations  in  Portugal  had  been  de- 
layed for  six  weeks  longer,  the  army, 
owing  to  the  rainy  season,  would  probably 
have  been  deprived  of  5,000  men  more 
than  it  had  actually  lost.  The  noble  Se- 
cretary, before  he  left  the  question  of  Por- 
tugal, observed,  that  the  only  object  ^ 
the  government  to  pursue,  with  respect  to 
the  mternal  affairs  of  that  country,  was  to 
support  thepower  left  there  by  the  Prince 
Regent  The  British  army  had  entered 
Portugal  as  allies,  not  as  conquerors.  With 
respect  to  the  operations  in  Spain,  he  ob- 
served that  before  the  government  had 
intelligence  that  the  campaign  in  Pdrtugal 
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was  likely  to  be  so  soon  finished,  inst/uc- 
tions  had  been  sent  out  to  sir  Hew  Dalrym- 
pie  to  prepare  th^  army  for  their  inarch  to 
Spain  as  soon  as  possible. — ^There  was  one 
material  omission  in  the  speech  of  the 
noble  earl,  which  he  thought  it  necessary 
to  recal  to  their  lordships  attention.  Whilst 
the  noble  earl  had  indulged  in  so  wide 
a  latitude  of  censure  upon  the  line  of  con- 
duct pursued  by  his  majesty's  ministers  in 
the  phnning  of  their  operations  in  Spain, 
it  was  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  that 
noble  lord  should  have  entirely  forgotten 
that  the  line  of  operations  marked  out  and 
prosecuted  by  the  British  government  had 
received  the  sanction  and  approbation  of 
the  two  first  generals  in  the  Spanish  ar- 
mies. The  noble  earl  seemed  also  to  have 
forgotten  that  the  course  of  proceedings 
suggested  by  us  was  at  the  very  same 
time  concerting  in  Spain,  and  preparing 
to  be  carried  into  effect.  This  did  not 
appear  to  him  to  be  a  proof  of  the  absur- 
dity or  folly  of  the  course  of  proceeeding 
that,  under  such  circumstances,  had  to  mi- 
nisters appeared  e1igi|fle.  After  sir  John 
Moore  had  come  to  a  determination  of 
maching  into  Spain  through  Portugal,  he 
would  ask  the  noble  earl  how,  in  hb  wis- 
dom, he  would  have  disposed  of  tbr^nrces 
of  the  country  then  upon  the  peninsula  ? 
Having  driven  the  French  odt  of  Portu- 
gal, an  object  which  the  Oallician  Junta 
had  pronounced  to  be  of  the  last  import- 
ance to  the  cause  of  Spain ;  after  having 
effected  that  object,  he  would  ask,  would 
it  have  been  advisable  to  have  let  the 
army  remain  in  inactivity,  .or  to  have  sent 
them  where  nothing  could  have  been 
done  ?  Or  was  it  not  rather  the  imperious 
duty  of  those  to  whom  the  power  and  the 
wishes  of  this  country  in  that  cause  were« 
at  that  time  entrusted,  to  have  made  an 
elCort  in  Spain  for  the  cause  in  which  .the 
best  feelings  of  Englishmen  were  so  deep- 
ly interested  ?  Would  it,  he  asked,  have 
been  an  adequate  and  suitable  evidence 
of  the  zeal  and  ardour,  that  prevailed 
throughout  the  empire,  to  have  suffered  so 
fine  an  army  to  have  remained  patient 
spectators,  while  their  ally  was  bleeding 
in  the  cause  it  had  been  sent  out  to  assist  r 
Not  that  he  meant  that  ministers,  at  such 
a  period,  were  to  yield  implicitly  to  the 
cry  of  popular  enthusiasm  ;  he  was  aware 
that  such  an  enthusiasm  called  for  a  pro- 
portionate exercise  of  the  coolest  delibe- 
ration, and  the  most  dispassionate  judg- 
ment. And  here  he  could  not  h^lp  ani- 
mtdvtrtingon  that  part  of  the  speech  of  the 


noble  loni,  in  which  he  insinuated  that 
that  enthusiasm  had  been  industriously 
stimulated  by  the  government.  He,  for 
his  part,  knew  of  no  stimulus  greater  than 
the  common  sympathy  of  freemen  in  tlie 
cause  of  freedom.  He  was  aware,  too,  of 
the  indignation  such  a  sympathy  was  cal- 
culated to  e&cite  in  contemplating  an 
usurpation  as  tyrannical  in  its  design,  as 
it  was  perfidiou.4  in  its  execution  ;  but  he 
denied,  that  those  feelings  to  any  criminal 
excess  were  allowed  to  bias  tne  cooler 
judgment  of  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try, in  deciding  on  the  best  and  most  effi- 
cacious manner  of  disposing  of  our  mili- 
tary means  in  support  of  the  Spanish 
cause.  His  majesty  s  ministers  in  embank* 
ing  in  that  cause,  were  not  so  weak,  so 
improvident,  so  foolish,  as  to  expect,  that 
the  first  efforts  of  the  Spanish  people,  con- 
tending with  such  an  enemy,  would  be 
crowned  with  unqualified  success ;  that 
no  discomfitures,  no  checks,  no  disasters, 
no  reverses,  would  retard  and  embarrass 
the  early  and  crude  operations  of  undisci- 
plined bravery,  when  brought  down  into 
open  plains  to  contend  with  ^he  superior 
discipline,  the  superior  strength,  and  the 
superior  generalship  of  such  a  power  as 
France.  No;  weak  as  the  noble  lord 
might  suppose  ministers,  they  were  not 
yet  guilty  of  calculating  with  certainty 
upon  impossibilities;  they  did  not  expect 
that  such  a  cause  as  the  cause  of  Spain,  to 
be  fought  for  with  such  an  enemy  as  the 
ruler  of  France,  could  possibly  be  deter- 
mined in  one  campaign.  They,  who  had 
such  an  expectation,  must  have  taken  a 
narrow  view,  indeed,  of  the  subject.  Re- 
vecses  they  had  certainly  met,  but  they 
had  not  been  owing  to  the  cause  to  which 
the  noble-  earl  seemed  so  anxious  to  as- 
cribe them.  Those  reverses  had  not  been 
owing  to  the  indifference  or  the  apathy  of 
the  Spaniards.  They  were  to  be  imputed 
to  their  want  of  discipline ;  to  an  ill-judg- 
ed contempt  of  their  enemy ;  a  sentiment 
that  was  to  be  traced  to  any  other  feeling 
rather  than  that  of  apathy  or  indifierence, 
and  that  in  itself  was  a  proof  of  their  zeal 
and  ardour;  and  this  in  the  commence- 
ment was  so  much  relied  upon,  that 
the  marquis  de  la  Romana  did  not  think 
it  would  be  eventually  necessary  for  our 
reinforcements  to  act  m  the  interim-  of  the 
peninsula,  such  confidence  was  reposed  in 
the  native  spirit  of  the  country.  With 
regard  to  tne  measures  adopted  subse- 
quently to  the  arrival  of  sir  John  Moor« 
at  Salamanca,  h^  woold  not  detain  t^ir 
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lordships  by  going  at  targe  into  detail 
upon  the  transactions  ;  but  he  was  willing 
to  meet  the  noble  earl  upon  the  general 
ground  of  the  consequences  resulting  to 
the  cause  of  Spain  from  the  measures  sub- 
sequently adopted.  When  sir  John 
Moore  first  arrived  at  Salamanca,  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  defeat  of  Blake's 
^rmy.  He  received  intelligence  of  the 
defeat  of  the  army  of  Estremadura,  and  of 
the.  signal  defeat  of  general  Castanos. 
tJpon  a  due  consideration  of  those  dis- 
aistrous  events,  and  of  the  state  of  his 
army,  not  being  furnished  with  a  due  por- 
tion either  of  cavalry  or  artillery,  he  final- 
ly determined  on  a  retreat,  and  dccording- 
ly  ordered  sir  David  Baird  to  retire  upon 
dorunna,  while  he  woiild  fall  back  upon 
Vigo.  fn  this  situation  general  Hope 
formed  a  junction  with  sir  John  Moore, 
who  about  the  same  time  received  the  in- 
telligence that  Madrid  re«?isted  the  pro- 
gress of  the  enemy.  By  the  junction  of 
general  Hope,  the  army  of  sir  John  Moore 
receive'd  its  fair  proportion  of  cavalry  and 
its  full  proportion  of  artillery.  Thus  cir- 
cumstanced, and  apprised  as  he  then  was 
of  the  spirit  manifesting  itself  in  Madrid, 
was  it,  or  Was  it  not,  he  would  ask  the  no- 
ble lord,  an  opportunity  that  called  for 
some  effort  upon  the  ,  part  of  the  British 
forces,  situated  as  they  then  were  ?  or  if 
It  was  not,  he  put  it  fo  their  lordships, 
what  would  have  been  the  general  senti- 
ment in  Spain  and  in  England,  had  the 
army  retired  without  attempting  any 
thihg  ?  If  in  that  most  interestii^g  crisis, 
when  after  all  their  repeated  disasters,  the 
spirit  6f  Spain  was  reviving,  and  her  chief 
city  bidding  defiance  to  an  immense  army 
at  her  very  gates,  if  in  such  a  moment  a 
British  army,  so  marshalled  and  equipped. 
Were,  after  a  long  march  to  the  aid  of  their 
iilly — if  they  were  in  the  hour  of  trial 
coldly  to  turn  their  hacks  upon  his  danger, 
what  would  be  thought  of  the  sincerity  of 
tbe  effort  of  British  co-operation.  But  the 
noble  lord  had  animadverted  in  strong 
terms  of  disapprobation  on  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Frere.  The  noble  lord  had  even 
gone  so  fa4*  as  to  question  the  propriety  of 
the  appointment  of  that  gentleman.'  If 
the  noble  lord's  objections  were  to  the  of- 
fice itself  he  did  not  see  upon  what  they 
could  be  grounded.  Nothing  had  been 
more  sanctioned  by  prescription  than  the 
custom  of  having  a  diplomatic  agent  "to 
co-operate  with  the  officer  entrusted  with 
the  chief  military  command.  But  even  if 
this  had  not  beea  customary^  still  the  pe-  ' 


cullar  circumstances  of  the  case  itself, 
where  the  operations  of  the  army  were  irt 
a  g1*eat  measure  to  be  influenced  by  the 
result  of  events  on  the  Spanish  couricils^ 
such  circumstances  more  tlian  justified  the 
appointment ;  and  he  couM  not  agree  with 
the  noble  lord,  that  the  making  out  such 
an  appointment  was  in  any  degree  trench- 
ing upon  the  authority  of  sir  John  Moore. 
— And  here  he  was  naturally  brought  to  th6 
correspondence,  that  hat^  passed  between 
those  two  persons,  and  which  called  forth 
so  much  commentary  from  the  noble  lord  J 
and  in  the  first  place  it  did  appear  upon 
the  face  of  that  correspondence  that  it  had 
not  originated  in  an}"  intrusion  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Frere.  Mr.  Frere's  first  letter  waft 
an  answer  to  one  from  sir  John  Moore,  ia 
which  that  officer  called  for  the  sentiments 
of  the  king's  minister  there.  There  was 
nothing  unusual  or  extraordinary  ih  per- 
sons so  situated  wishing  that  the  c'ommon 
cause  in  Which  they  were  engaged  should 
have  every  advantage  resulting  from  the 
aid  of  their  mutual  advice  and  consulta- 
tions ;  but  there  wa*  one  assertion  of  the 
noble  lord,  in  commenting  on  that  corres- 
pondence, which  he  believed  would  not  be 
found  fo  be  correct,  at  least  he  hoped  it 
would  not,  for  the  sake  6f  sir  John  Moor^ 
himself:  it  was  that  sir  John  Moore  had 
been,  influenced  contrary  to  his  own  judg- 
ment, by  that  correspondence,  to  advance 
from  Salamanca ;  this  did  not  appear  on 
the  face  of  the  correspondence ;  but  it  did 
appear  that  sir  John  Moore  had  refused  to 
sufler  Mr.  Fi*er6's  judgment  to  influence 
his  military  m6vements;  and  in  so  doing 
there  could  be  noxioubt  of  the  propriety  of 
his  conduct.  As  to  Mr.  Frcre's  letter  re- 
quiring the  Messenger  to  be  examined 
before  a  council  of  war,  he  did  not  mean  to 
vindicate  it ;  at  the  same  time  that  he  be- 
lieved too  much  justice  could  not  be  done 
Mr.  Frere,  as  far  as  respected  his  zeal  for 
the  country's  interests  and  the  purity  of 
his  motived;  but  to  prove  to  their  lord- 
ships that  sir  J6hn  Moore  did  not  suffer 
himself  to  be  influenced  so  far  as  haa  been 
insinuated  by  the  noble  lord,  he  i^ould, 
with  their  lordships  leave,  read  to  them  ah 
extract  from  the  letter  he  alluded  to  from 
sir  John  Moore  to  Mr.  Frere^  The  noble 
lord  then  read  as  follows : — *'  With  i*es- 
pect  to  the  determination  which  I  made  on 
the  evening  of  the  28th,  upon  receiving 
from  Mr.  Stewart  the  account  of  Castanos  s 
defeat,  I  should,  had  you  been  with  me, 
have  communicated  it  to  you,  but  should 
never  have  thought  of.  asking  your  advice 
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or.opinion,  as  that  determination  was  found- 
ed on  circinnstances  with  which  you  could 
not  be  acquainted,  and  was,  besides,  a 
question  merely  military,  of  which  I  should 
ha?e  thought  myself  the  better  judge." 
Here  then,  it  was  evident,  not  only  that  sir 
John  Moore's  judgment  had  not  been  in- 
fluenced by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Frere,  hut 
that  be  himself  was  averse  to  that  advice, 
or  at  least  did  not  approve  of  it.  Besides, 
'  with  respect  to  the  advance  into  Spain 
beyond  Salamanca,  not  being  a  measure 
or-jfinally  of  sir  John  Moore' »,  it  appeared 
in  that  correspondence  that  before  he  had 
beard  of  the  defeat  of  Castanos,  he  had 
deierroined  to  march  to  Madrid,  and  even 
DOC  withstanding  that,  he  would,  perhaps, 
have  done  so  subsequently,  had  it  not  been 
that  the  great  passes  of  Somo^ierra  and  Gua- 
darama  had  been  previously  occupied  by 
the  French.  He  contended,  that  the  ad- 
vance of  sir  John  Moore  was  the  spontane- 
ous result  of  his  own  free  judgment  He 
was  retiring,  when  he  is  Joined  by  gene- 
ral Hope ;  his  army  is  supplied  with  artille- 
ry and  cavalry,  and  Madrid  firmly  resolved 
to  hold  out ;  and  in  consequence  he  altered 
bis  previous  detenpination.  And  now 
that  be  had  said  so  much  as  to  this  advance 
being  the  determination  of  sir  John  Moore 
himself,  he  would  say  one  word  on  the 
consequences  resulting  from  that  advance. 
Whatever  mi^ht  be  the  sentiments  of  other 
peraons  on  this  subject,  he,  for  his  part, 
believed  in  his  conscience,  that  that  for- 
ward movement  of  sir  John  Moore  had 
saved  Spain.  There  perhaps  were  some, 
who  were  startled  at  this  assertion  ;  it  was 
bis  fixed  and  decided  opinion,  and  as  such 
be  would  avow  it.  Aiter  the  defeat  of 
Castanos,  after  the  dispersion  of  the  army 
of  Estremadura,  aflerthe  destruction  ot  the 
army  of  Qallicia,  after  the  capitulation  of 
Madrid,  that  promised  to  emulate  the  glory 
of  Saragossa,  and  would  have  done  so,  had 
not  treachery  interposed  ? — ^After  such  a 
series  of  success  on  the  part  of  the  French 
ruler,  what,  was  his  next  object  ?-— evident- 
ly to  over-run  the  South  of  Spain  as  he  had 
the  North.  What  would  have  been  the  re- 
sult, if  he  bad  at  that  crisis  pursued  his 
conquests  by  pushing  to  the  Southern 
Provinces  ?  why,  the  troops  of  Spain 
would  never  have  had  time  to  rally  in  the 
South  ;  but  they  have  had  time  to  rally 
and  to  revive  with  encreased  vigour  ;  and 
what,  he  asked,  gave  them  that  time  and 
that  opportunity,  but  the  diversion  created 
by  the  advance  of  sir  John  Moore  at  that 
critibal  period  in  their  favour.  Never  was 
Vol.  XIV. 


there  a  more  efiectual  diversion.  The 
French  ruler  had  been  obliged  to  abandon 
his  preconcerted  project  on  tlie  South  ; 
and  to  that  diversion  were  to  be  ascribed 
all  the  successes  that  had  since  it  taken 
place  in  Spair.  Nor  was  the  moral  ef* 
feet  of  thu.s  reanimating  the  spirits  of 
the  nation  to  be  wholly  laid  out  of 
consideration.  But  if  the  noble  lord 
wanted  further  testimony  of  the  result  of 
this  forward  movement,  sir  John  Moore 
himself  said,  that  the  movement  as  a  di* 
version  had  completely  and  effectually 
succeeded.  Nor,  in  considering  the  means 
of  taking  advantage  of  a  diversion  of  this 
kind,  was  the  nature  of  the  country  itself 
to  be  overlooked.  Its  mountains  wer# 
well  adapted  for  breaking  and  dispersing 
the  movements  of  immense  armies  over 
the  surface  of  the  country,  while  they 
were  at  the  same  time  secure  retreats  for 
nursing  to  maturity  that  inferiority  of 
force  and  discipline  which  must  expose 
the  natives  in  any  pitched  action  on  a 
plain  with  a  French  army,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  superiority  of  the  enemy  both  in 
cavalry  and  artillery.  After  the  retreat 
had  been  finally  determined  on  by  sir 
John  Moore,  government  having  been  in- 
formed that  Vigo  was  the  most  conveni- 
ently circumstanced  port  for  embarking 
the  army,  had  ordered  the  transports  and 
victuallers  there  ;  but  in  th^  course  of  the 
retreat  sir  John  Moore  bad  met  with  suffi- 
cient and  good  reasons  to  induce  him  to 
alter  his  line  of  march,  and  fall  back  on 
Corunna  instead  of  Vigo.  For  this  pro- 
ceeding there  was  not  tlie  slightest  blstme 
imputable  to  that  officer^  but  neither  did 
it  follow  in  this  instance,  that  because  ha 
was  blameless  his  majesty's  ministers  were 
culpable.  The  transports  were  counter- 
manded from  Vigo  to  Corunna  as  speedily 
as  it  was  possible.  With  respect  to  the 
termination  of  that  retreat  in  the  splendid 
action  at  Corunna,  he  should  now  say  no- 
thing, but  the  signal  display  of  British  va- 
lour upon  that  occasion  would  nots|}cedily 
be  forgotten  by  the  enemy.  Much  had 
been  said  by  the  noble  lord  as  to  the 
squandering  of  British  blooti,  and  the 
waste  of  British  valour.  He  was  prepared 
to  say,  that,  taking  ibe  extent  of  the  exer- 
tion (to  say  nothing  of  the  success),  and 
cofliparing  the  loss  upon  that  occasion 
with  the  losses  sustained  at  the  Helder,  at 
Egypt-r-comparing  here  to  the  extent  of 
the  exertions,  that  it  would  be  found,  that 
the  loss  in  this  instance  had  been  compara- 
tively small;  tha  casualties  of  th«  army 
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were  included  inliis  view  of  the  loss,  and 
they  amounted  to  three  or  four  thousand 
men,  besides  the  unavoidable -loss  in  two 
general  actions ;  and  they  were  not  to  for- 
get their  comparative-  deficiency   in  the 
commissariat,    considering    the    superior 
means  of  the  enemy  in  this  department, 
from  their  superior  experience,  arising  out 
of  eighteen  years  continued   warfare. — 
The  noble  earl  concluded  his  speech  in 
the    following    terms :     "  Having     gone 
through  the  several  points  adverted  to  by 
the  noble  lord,    I  wish   now   to  con:iider 
what  has  been  the  event  of  the  campaign. 
— By  it  we  have  gained  the  possession  of 
tiie  Russian  fleet,  while  our  own  has  been 
relieved  from  the  tedlousriess  and  difficul- 
ties of  a  blockade;  we  have  materially 
assi:>ted  the  cause  we  undertook  to  sup- 
port ;  and  I  maintain,  whatever  may  be 
the  final  result  of  the  contest  we  are  en- 
gaged in,  France  has  not  yet  succeeded 
in  subduing  Spain.     I  admit  Buonaparte 
has  200,000  men  in  that  country,  that  hi3 
troops  are  of  the  bravest,  and  his  generals 
among  the  most  skilful  in  the  world  ;  and, 
above  all,   that  he  has  been   himself  at 
their  head ;  and  yet,  with  all  this,  he  has 
not  got  possession  of  more  territory  than 
he  bad  last  year ;  oiv  the  contrary,  he  only 
holds  such  parts  as  in  every  war  fell  to 
the  lot  of  whichever  brought  the  largest 
army  into  the 'field.    Even  by  the  last  ac- 
eeuAts,  he  had  gained   no  fresh   advan- 
tages.    I  well  remember  what  was  said  a 
year  ago,   that  eWler  Buonaparte    must 
wholly  succeed,  or  wholly  fail,  for  that 
paftial  successes  would  never  answer  his 
purpose.     What,  then,  is  the  fact?     He 
has  had  partial  success;  'and,   luitwith- 
standing,  he  has  not  y«t  got  into  his  pos- 
session more  than  hsdf  of  Spain,  and  the 
people  have  evinced  a  spifit  tlt&i;  may  be 
truly  called    persevering.     J  aip  far  from 
saymg,  regard  being  had  to  the  mao-and 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  the 
Spaniards  must  ultimately  succeed ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  looking  at  the  spirit  they 
have  evinced,  and  the  actions  that  have 
happened,  particularly  the  defence  of  Sa- 
ragossa,  so  gloriously  persevered  in,  I  can- 
not feel  lukewarm  in  my  hope  that  their 
efibrts  will  he  crowned  with  ultimate  suc- 
cess.    When  your  lordships  consider  tl>e 
great  popular  revolutions  tnat  have  occur- 
red,  do  they  ultimately  succeed    without 
great  changes  ?  Switzerland  and  Holland 
aie  instances  of  this  ;  but  above  all,  Ame- 
rica.    In  that  fatal  contest  with  America. 
w«  had  gained  every  battle ;  we  had  as- 


sailed and  taken  every  town  we  besieged;^ 
until  the  capture  of  general  Burgoyne; 
and  yet  the   Americans  had   ultimately 
succeeded  by  perseverance  in  the  arduous 
contest.  In  the  present  important  struggle, 
do  not  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  coun- 
try afford  a  hope  of  success ;  does  not  its 
population   forbid  despair  ?     The   nobl* 
earl  concluded  his  speech  with  a  ceasure 
upon  the  conduct  of  bis  majesty's  minis- 
ters.     The  noble  earl   may  not  approve 
of  our  measures,  so  neither  do  I  approve 
of  his  counsels;  I  do  not  approve  of  those 
sublime  operations  in  £gypt»  at  Bueno* 
Ay  res,  at  Constantinople,  tmd  other  places^ 
that    emanated     from    the    wisdom    of 
those  with  whom  the  noble  earl  has  beea 
used  to  act.     Upon  the  whole  I  have  the 
satisfaction,  in  common  witi)  the  rest  of 
his  majesty^s  government,  to  reflect,  that 
whatever  may  be  the  consequences  of  the 
struggle  we  are  embarked  in,  we  have  not 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  Spanish  people  ; 
we  know  that  every  true  Spanish   heart 
beats  high  for   this  country;    \ye  know 
that  whatever  shall  happen,  they  do  not 
accuse 'us.     Submission  may  be  the  lot 
they  are  fated  to  endure  in  the  end,  but 
they  do  not  impute  to  us  the  cause   of 
their  mi^ortunes  ;  they  are  sensible  that 
neither  the  thirst  after  commerce,   nor 
territory,   nor  security,  is  to  be  imputed 
to  us,  ir\  the  assistance  we  have  afiorded 
to   (hem    upon   this  important  occasion* 
Whatever  may  be  the  result,  we    have 
done  our  duty,  wa  have  not  despaired,  we 
have  persevered,  and  will  do' so  to  the 
last,  while  there  is  any  thing  left  to  con- 
tend ioT  with  a  prospect  of  success. 

Earl  Moita  supported  the  motion  of  the 
noble  mover.  He  condemned  the  king's 
ministers  as  well  for  what  they  did,  as  tor 
wh^t  they  did  not  do.  Let  the  house  but 
remember  the  situation  of  Spain,  and  of 
the  French  armies  in  that  country  at  the 
period  of  the  simultaneous  rising  of  ita 
people.  That  occurrence  was  unexpect- 
ed by  the  French  government,  and  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  here  were  in  full  posses- 
sion of  the  plan  of  operations  which  the 
French  armies  in  Spain  had  adopted  on 
that  event.  Nay,  ine  precautions  of  the 
enemy  apprised  them  of  the  very  course  of 
operations  which  was  necessary  to  defeat 
those  very  precautions.  The  position  which 
the  enemy  took  invited  Great  Britain  to 
the  very  theatre  to  which  it  should  hare 
directed  the  progress  of  its  armies'.  That 
position  plainly  proved  that  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  France  tg  consolidate  its  force  oa 
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the  banks  of  the  Ebro,  with  thte  view  of 
keeping  open  its  means  of  supply  and  re- 
inforcement by  the  passes  of  the  Pyrenees. 
What,  then,  should  have  been  the  natural 
parsuit  of  a  British  army  destined  for  an 
eflfeient  co-operation  with  the  Spanish 
Patriots  ?  It  certainly  was  to  lose  no  time 
in  effecting  its  disembarkation  in  the 
northern  provinces  of  the  Peninsula,  and 
then  to  proceed  to  cut  off  the  means  of 
supply  from  France  to  its  armies  on  the 
Ebro.  Perhaps  there  was  one  grand  ob- 
jection to  this  plan  existing  in  the  rhinds  of 
the  king's  ministers ;  namely,  that  to  men 
of  such  extensive  views  it  was  a  system 
both  too  simple  and  obvious.  There  was, 
indeed,  some  plea  or  excuse  in  the  argument 
of  the  noble  secretary,  that  St.  Andero  did 
not.4Kdmit  of  the  disembarkation  of  a  large 
army.  Allowing  this  objection  its  fullest 
force,  stilly  there  was  the  port  of  S^tona 
close  to  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  fully 
capable  of  afibrding  space  for  the  largest 
bod  V. "of  troops,  and  offering  every  con - 
veniertce  for  supplying  that  army  on  its 
march  to  the  passes  of  the  Pyrenees.  If 
the  object  was  to  co-operate  with  the 
Patriots  in  the  north  of  Spain,  this  was  the 
line  of  operations  which  it  was  incumbent 
on  this  country  to  pursue.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  sotith  of  Spain  was  open  for  our 
exertions,  wilh  the  opportunity  of  having 
Gibraltar  for  a  depot.  In  such  case  there 
was  the  advantage  of  being  fully  acquaint- 
ed with  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the 
enemy.  Neither  of  these  objects,  wluch 
seemed  to  press  themselves  upon  the  view 
of  those  who  looked  for  a  successful  Bri- 
tish coH>peratioB,  wefe  attended  to  by  the 
noble  secretary  and  his  colleagues.  That 
night  it  was  contended  that  Portugal  was 
their  first  and  fixed  object.  In  arriving 
at  that  conclusion  the  light  of  conviction 
reached  ihinisters  very  tardily,  for  from 
the  papers  before  the  house,  it  would  be 
«een  that  not  many  days  before  the  dis- 
patches were  sent  to  sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
desiring  him  to  disembark  in  Portugal,  he 
^as  by  the  noble  secretary  of  state  (lord 
Castlereagh)  strenuousiy  directed  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  coasC  of  Spain.  This  dispatch 
ordering  him  to  Porttlgal  was  dated  the 
SOth  of  June,  and  the  change  in  the  destina- 
tion Blay  be  attributed  to  very  loose  inibrma- 
iioQ  w^ch  his  m^esty's  ministers  received 
on  the  next  day  from  admiral  Cotton, 
•tating  to  them  that  there  were  only  4,000 
French  troops  iii  Lisbon.  This  it  was  that 
fftve  a  new  direction  to  the  hopes  and  a 
'  object  to  tb«  policy  ok  the  British  go- 


vernment.    It  was   upon  this  loose  ex- 
pectation bf  a  light  but  spee<jy  triumph, 
that  all  our  sympathies  for  Spanish  suc- 
cess were  in  a   moment  deadened,  and 
the   armaments  destined   for    their   sup- 
port were   diverted   from   their  original 
destination ;  and  to  this  change,  and  to  it 
alone,  were  all  the  subsequent  evils  to  be 
attributed.     It  was>  this  change  that  pre- 
vented sir  John  Moore  from  advancing  to 
Madrid,  and  supporting  with   his  gallant 
army  the  determined  spirit  and  enthusi- 
astic patriotism  of  its  inhabitants.     It  was 
this  change  that  led  to  the  division  of  that 
army  into  two  columns,  which  impeded 
the  one  fhom  advancing  in  an  opportune 
moment,  lest  it  shctild  not  be  able  to  se- 
cure its  junction   with  the  other.     The 
noble  secretary  had  adverted  to  the  cir- 
cumstances which  closed  the  campaign  in 
Portugal,  and  attempted  to  release  himself 
and  colleagues  from   being  considered  as 
advocates  for  all  the  specific  provisions  of 
the  Convention  of  Cintra.     Although  such 
were  his  professions,  he  seemed  to  justify 
a  different  conclusion  from  the  manner  in 
which   he  extenuated  these   transactionF. 
Indeed,  he  went  the  length  of  contending, 
that  a  great  deal  had  been  done  for  the 
public  cause  by  that  event.     It  was  for 
their  lordships  to  consider  where  or  when 
this   great  benefit   was  effected  ?  Was  it 
effected  either  in  diminishing  the  nmnber 
of  the  French  troops   then  pouring  into 
Spain;  or  in  co-op6rating  with  any  of  the 
Spanish  armies  then  in  the  field  to  oppose 
them ;  or  in  defending  any  of  those  stroBTg 
positions  capable  of  afibrding  so  much  ad«> 
vantage,  either  as  points  of  attack  or  of  re- 
treat.    No  such  good  conHequeoce  follov^- 
ed ;  there  was  no  French  reinforcement 
retarded,  no  Spanish  army  assisted,  and 
ultimately  almost  the  whole  of  the  penin- 
sula was  over-run  by  the  enemy.     JJut  the 
evil  effects  did  not  even  terminate  here  ; 
they  afffected  most  vitally  the  best  interests 
of  the  country.     They  depreciated  Great 
Britain  in  its  character  for  sincerity,  and 
zeal  for  the  rescue  of  the  continent. — The 
noble  secretary  does  not  now  despair  of 
a  successful   termination   to  the  glorious 
struggles  of  the  patriotic  Spaniards ;  nei- 
ther (said  the  noble  earl)  do  I;  but  I  still 
have  the  lamentable  conviction,  that  if 
they  fortunately  shall  succeed  in  erecting 
a  proud  trophy  to   their   heroic  eflbrts. 
Great  Britain  has,  by  the  conduct  of  her 
public  servants,  incapacitated  herself  from 
sharing  the  credit  of  having  supplied  a 
single  stonec    This  discouraging  feeling 
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is  not  a  little  embilteretl  by  the  reflection 
of  having  shed,  so  ineilectually  shed,  our 
best  blood  ;  ot*  being  obliged  to  admit  its 
truth  at  a  moment  when  we  lament  in 
sorrow  and  regret  over  the  tomb  of  a  gal- 
lant soldier  who,  although  snatched  from 
his  country,  in  the  moment  of  victory,  still 
perished  with  the  consciousness  that  his 
victory  could  be  of  no  avail  (Hear!  hear!). 
We  have  heard  much  of  the  lukewarmness 
of  the  Spanish  people  during  the  retreat 
of  the  British  troops.  Is  it  not  possible 
to  find  a  very  natural  source  for  such  a 
change  of  disposition  ;  for  such  an  im- 
pediment to  ultimate  success?  Was  the 
course  pursued  by  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment calculated  to  attract  tne*^  feelings 
and  to  allay  the  jealousies  of  the  Spanish 
people  ? 

Viscount  Sidmrnah  said,  that  whatever 
differences  of  opinion  there  might  be  as 
to  the  merits,  there  could  be  none  as  to 
the  importance,  of  the  molion  under  con- 
sideration ;  it  was  connected  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  country.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce,  not  only,  that  th^ 
preponderance  of  argument  was  in  favour 
of  the  noble  earl  who  brought  forward  the 
motion,  but  there  was  no  answer  whaUo- 
ever  given  to  the  points  he  had  urged.  He 
would  not  go  into  the  detail  of  this  subject 
at  that  hour.  He  never  heard  of  an  in- 
tention to  employ  the  British  forces  on  the 
continent  without  entertaining  much  ap- 
prehension; he  would  not  say  that  there 
could  be  no  occasion  to  justify  it;  but 
the  experience  of  the  last  15  years  had 
taught  him  a  les;»on  of  caution.  If  an 
army  was  to  be  sent  into  the  interior  of 
Spain,  it  should  not  have  been  sent  until 
necessary  provisions  were  made  to  secure 
its  retreat  in  case  of  disaster  ;  it  was  neces- 
sary that  there  should  be  a  supreme  exe- 
cutive authority  in  the  country? ;  it  was 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  com- 
mander m  chief,  and  though  he  thought  it 
perfectly  right  in  his  majesty's  ministers 
not  to  stipulate  for  any  advantage  as  the 
price  of  succour,  it  was  yet  necessary  to 
stipulate  for  such  protections  as  might  be 
wanting  to  their  more  complete  security. 
If  it  had  been  known  that  Dupont  was  de- 
feated, it  would  bktve  been  right  to  send 
troops  to  Portugal.  Sir  A.  Wellesley 
should  not  hive  quitted, the  country  with- 
out an  adequate  force.  The  oi?)ect  of  the 
expedition  to  Portui^l  was  stated  to  be 
the  expulsion  of  the  French ;  but  the  ar- 
mistice in  which  it  concluded  formed  a 
just  ground  of  complaint;  never  was  there 


a  better  description  of  it  given,  than  what 
his  majesty's  ministers  had  themseltes 
stated  ;  that  it  \aA  disappointed  the  hopes 
and  expectations  of  the  country.  Among 
other  causes  which  contributed  to  the  ar- 
mistice so  unfortunate  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, was,  the  rapid  succession  of  officers 
appointed  to  the  command. — ^The  noble 
viscount  then  adverted  to  the  condoct 
of  Mr.  Frere,  whose  influence  on  sir  John 
Moore  alone  induced  that  gallant  general 
to  make  the  fatal  movement  he  did.  Mr. 
Frere  appeared  to  possess  ardour  without 
judgment,  and  his  majesty's  ministers 
seemed  to  approve  his  measures;  measures 
which  compelled  sir  John  Moore  to  retire 
with  haste,  when  he  had  no  secure 
place  of  retreat,  and  to  seal  a  life  of  ho- 
nour with  a  death  of  glory.  He  agreed 
with  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  but 
one,^  to  the  propriety  of  sup^rting  the 
cause  of  Spain,  while  there  was  the  least 
chance  of  success,  and  would  on  all  oc- 
casions mark  his  abhorrence  of  the  atro- 
cious conduct  of  Buonaparte.  He  con- 
cluded by  observing,  that,  while  he  gave 
his  majesty's  ministers  credit  for  zeal  and 
sincerity  in  the  Spanish  cause,  it  had  been 
deplorably  mismanaged,  and  yet  he  con- 
fidently trusted  was  not  to  be  despaired  of. 
Lord  Muigrave  said,  that  the  opinions 
given  by  noble  lords,  upon  the  proper 
mode  of  con<lucting  the  operations  in 
Spain  and  Portugal,  were  so  various,  that 
had  they  been  in  power,  they  must  have 
found  a  difficulty  in  layins  down  a 
plan  of  operations.  One  noble  lord  ap- 
proved of  the  troops  going  to  Portu- 
gal ;  another  would  have  had  them  at  the 
Pyrenees ;  while  another  recommended 
the  co-operation  of  flying  squadrons.  A 
noble  lord  would  have  had  them  placed 
between  the  Pyrenees  and  the  French  ar- 
my !  But  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know,  how 
they  were  to  maintain  themselves  against 
the  force  of  Buonaparte  ?  O !  they  were 
to  form  a  chain  of  20,000  men  across  the 
Pyrenees,  and  completely  shut  them  up. 
This  reminded  him  of  a  story  of  a  Chemist 
who  bad  discovered  the  means  to  destroy 
Rattle-snakes,  but  it  unfortunately  hap- 
pened, that  the  first  article  to  make  bis 
recipe  was  a  Hattle-snake,  and  th«f  dif- 
ficulty was  how  to  procure  one  for  the 
purpose ;  so  with  the  Pyrenees,  it  was  no 
doubt  desirable  to  shut  them  up,  but  the 
difficulty  was  in  doing  it. — ^They  must  first 
be  taken  possession  of,  before  the  French 
could  be  prevented  from  passing  through. 
The    Spaniards   desir^    artillery,  mrms^ 
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immunition,  and  money ;  they  did  not  want 
men.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  Mras  to  call  at 
Spain ;  he  did  so  ;  when  he  was  desired 
to  expel  the  French  from  Portugal,  which 
would  be  the  most  desirable  object  He 
differed  in  opinion  with  the  noble  tis- 
coant,  that  Spain  should  be  the  last  place  in 
the  world  to  which  troops  should  be  sent. 
Spain  was  once  great  in  arms  but  she  had 
ceased  to  be  to^  since  her  connection  with 
France,  and  was  no  longer  a  military  na- 
tion; hence  arose  the  necessity  of  sending 
a  British  force  to  her  assistance. — He  did 
not  conceive  it  necessary  to  vindicate  the 
propriety  of  the  expedition  to  Portugal ; 
a  more  brilliant  three  weeks  could  not  be 
foand  in  military  annals;  he  would  not 
therefore  detain  the  house  by  entering 
upon  it.  As  to  the  Convention  of  Cintra, 
it  did  not  originate  with  his  majesty's 
ministers,  neither  did  they  approve  it,  as 
might  be  gathered  from  what  had  been 
said  by  them  in  that  house.  The  noble 
lord  then  vindicated  ministers  from  any 
blame  in  carrying  on  the  operations  in 
Spain.  With  respect  to  what  had  been 
taid  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Frere,  he  did 
not  think  a  general  like  the  late  sir  John 
Moore  would  regulate  his  movements  by 
the  instructions  he  might  receive  from  a 
man  in  the  situatioh  of  Mr  Frere.  The 
gallant  general's  letters  afforded  ample 
proof  of  the  contrary.  The  blood  that 
had  been  spilt,  and  the  lives  which  had 
been  lost,  were  not  to  be  charged  to 
mmisters,  as  they  resulted  from  opera- 
tions which  were  not  of  their  contri- 
vance, and  which,  had  they  been  of  their 
contrivance,  would  not  have  disgraced 
them.  He  hoped  he  had  shewn  that  his 
majesty's  ministers  were  not  so  reprehen- 
fibie  as  they  had  been  represented ;  he 
contended  that  they  had  shewn  no  want 
of  sound  discretion,  or  political  wisdom, 
and  trusted  that  they  would  not  lose  the 
confidence  of  their  lordships  or  of  the 
country. 

Lord  Erskme  rose,  and  said,  God  forbid 
that  he  should  wish  to  pass  censure  on 
any  set  of  men,  if  they  had  not  justly 
deserved  it!  If  his  majesty's  ministers 
plans  had  been  overpowered  by «ny  unibr- 
seen  circumstances,  he  would  have  come 
forward  as  their  advocate ;  but  they  acted 
without  system,  and  ran  head  foremost 
into  every  thing  that  was  wrongr ;  by  which 
means  every  thing  they  undertook  was 
defeated,  and  at  the  end  they  would  be  lost 
themselves ;  that  loss  would  be  but  trifling, 
•ompared  with  the  lives  of  35,000  men 


they  had  endangered.  He  was  of  opi- 
nion that  it  would  have  been  better  for 
the  service  of  the  country,  had  the  men 
who  lost  their  lives  in  the  late  cam- 
paign been  shot  in  St.  James's  Park. 
The  men  who  were  sent  to  Spain  were 
sent  there  to  be  massacred,  without  any 
prospect  of  their  being  able  to  do  any 
good.  Mr.  Frere  said  in  one  of  his  letters, 
that  if  they  had  been  sent  out  to  injure 
the  Spanish  cause  in  every  respect,  with 
the  single  exception  of  not  firing  on  the 
Spanish  troops,  they  could  not  more  efiec- 
tually  accomplish  it,  than  by  their  retreat. 
He  was  of  opinion  Mr.  Frere  alluded  to 
the  miseries  entailed  on  that  unhappy 
country  by  our  sending  an  army  thither 
only  to  retreat  before  a  superior  army, 
pillaging  the  helpless  inhabitants  on  tha 
way.  Either  general  Moore  must  have 
been  culpable,  or  those,  who  placed  him 
in  such  a  situation  thai  he  could  do  no- 
thing but  afflict  the  inhabitants,  roust  be 
so.  They  had  sent  no  troops  when  they 
might  have  been  of  service;  but  when 
the  opportunity  of  assisting  the  Spaniards 
was  lost,  they  had  devoted  a  body  of  men, 
than  which  a  finer  never  left  this  country, 
to  be  immolated  in  the  heart  of  Spain. 
Had  an  efficient  force  been  sent  in  time  to 
co-operate  with  the  Patriots,  their  armies 
would  not  have  been  dispersed,  (as  they 
were,)  like  chaff  before  the  wind;  it  would 
probably  have  given  them  discipline  and 
stability,  and  perhaps  have  enabled  them 
to  defeat  their  invaders.  Thoueh  requi- 
sitions for  cavalry  had  been  made  by  the 
Spanish  government,  no  adequate  supply 
had  been  afforded  them  ;  no  forces  had 
been  sent  to  their  assistance,  while  thert 
was  an  opportunity  of  their  coping  with  the 
enemy  to  advantage.  But  when  the  French 
were  reinforced,  and  were  1 13,000  strong ; 
when  the  ardour  of  the  Spaniards,  damp^ 
by  misfortune,  had  wholly  subsided ;  Bri- 
tish soldiers  had  been  sent  to  fly  and  to 
fall  before  the  common  enemy.  As  men 
he  respected  those  in  the  administration, 
but  as  ministers  he  accused  them  of  an 
improvident  waste  of  the  resources  of  the 
country ;  and  thought  them  guilty  of  the 
death  of  every  British  soldier,  who  had 
fallen  in  Spain. — There  was  one  circum- 
stance which  had  escaped  his  npble  friend, 
namely,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  com- 
munications from  sir  D.  Baird  had  been 
suppressed ;  he  knew  it,  he  could  prove 
it  at  the.  bar  of  the  house,  that  sir  D.  Baird 
wrote  to  his  majesty's  ministers  an  account 
of  tha  apathy  and  want  of  spirit  amongst 
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the  Spaniards,  and  they  had  received  the 
communication  when  they  were  pressing 
sir  John  Moore  to  ad?ance.  He  con- 
cluded by  observing,  that  be  considered 
the  Battle  of  Corunna  a  victory :  as  for  the 
great,  the  brave,  the  valiant,  and  heroic 
Sloore,  who  died,  to  use  the  words  of  a 
great  English  author — 

**  In  )oy»  of  conquest,  he  reiipnM  his  breath, 

"  And  iili'd  with  England's  glorv,  smil'd  in 
death!'' 

The  Earl  of  IVestmoreland  thought  the 
noble  lord  who  brought  forward  the  mo- 
tion and  those  who  had  followed  him«  bad 
been  pretty  liberal  in  their  censures  on 
government.  According  to  ihem,  minis- 
ters were  wholly  unfit  to  hold  their  places; 
he  did  not  doubt  but  they  knew  of  persons 
who,  in  their  opinion,  might  be  substituted 
with  great  advantage.  He  thought  at 
that  late  hour  it  was  unnecessary  for  hinn 
to  consider  what  precise  line  of  conduct 
England  ought  to  have  pursued ;  but  this 
be  would  say,  that  honour,  justice,  and, 
•bove  all,  policy,  called  upon  her  to  sup- 
port the  Spanish  cause  by  every  means  in 
ker  power.  The  noble  lord  opposite,  he 
iaid,  shaped  his  conduct  like  most  pro- 
phets, in  order  to  fulfil  his  ends.  Was  il, 
fte  would  ask  of  the  noble  lord,  a  measure 
of  disgrace  to  free  ourselves  from  a  trou- 
blesome and  dangerous  blockade,  and  to 
restore  to  the  people  of  Portugal  the  posses- 
sion of  their  native  land  ?  Upon  the  whole, 
lie  received  the  noble  lords  animadver- 
sions on  this  head  as  a  compliment  which 
merited  his  thanks.  He  would  beg  leave, 
however,  to  say,  that  the  brilliant  expedi- 
tion to  Alexandria  or  Constantinople,  was 
never  consideVed  by  the  noble  lords  oppo- 
site as  matter  of  disgrace.  In  fact,  they 
gave  themselves  always  that  liberal  lati- 
tude which  they  withheld  from  others.  The 
noble  earl  concluded  by  giving  bis  aega- 
tive  to  the  motion. 

Lord  GraiviUc,  in  a  very  eloquent  and 
able  speech,  animadverted  upon  the'impro- 
priety  of  the  noble  lord  who  had  preced- 
ed, ha^ine  made  use  of  sarcasms  upon 
such  a  senous  occasion.  He  then  entered 
inio  a  critical  examination  of  the  two  expe- 
ditions to  Portugal  and  Spain,  and  enlarged 
considerably  upon  the  inconsiderateness  of 
ministers  sendins  out  troops  so  badly 
equipped  and  so  rlT  provided  with  cavalry. 
He.alio  threw  out  many  reflections  upon 
ministers  for  having  allowed  My.  Frere  to 
interfere  with  the  military  operations  of  sir 
J.  Moore,  owing  lo  whose  superior  judg- 
jn^nt  our  army  had  beea  prevented  from 


falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Above 
all,  he  thought  that  ministers  were  repre- 
hensible for  endeavouring  to  throw  the 
blame  off  themselves,  and  transferring  it 
upon  sir  John  Moore,  who  could  not  now 
appear  to  speak  in  his  own  justification. 
He  hoped  that  such  conduct  would  not 
lessen  the  ardour  and  zeal  of  the  army,  on 
which  the  salvation  of  the  country  so  great- 
ly depended.  Upon  these  grounds  ha 
shoula  vote  for  a  motion  that  attributed  to 
ministers  the  loss  of  seven  thousand  men^ 
the  loss  of  sir  John  Moore,  eight  millions  of 
money,  and  created  the  addition  of  half  a 
million  of  money  to  the  burdens  of  the 
country,  and  above  all  disgrace  to  our 
councils  and  our  national  character. 

Earl  Grosoawr  spoke  a  few  words  in 
favour  of  Che  motion. 

Their  lordships  then  divided. 

Contents     -----    .    50 
Proxies-    ------     ^g 

Non-Contents  -     ...    *    83 
Proxies-     -     -    -    ^    -    .     oa 

—145 
Majority  against  the  Motion  -     S% 
Adjourned  at  half  past  seven  o'clock  on 
Saturday  morning. 
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EJleoiHirougb 
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St.  Asaph 
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ROU$£ 

OP   LORDS. 

Moadittf,  April  24. 

[Mr.  Frere.]  Earl  Damlty  wbhed  to 
know  from  the  noble  Secretary  of  State, 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  ministers 
to  recal  Mr.  Frere.  He  had  heard  that 
there  was  .such  an  intention,  and  if  so  he 
should  be  satisfied ;  but  if  not,  he  con- 
sidered the  conduct  of  Mr.  Frere  to  have 
been  so  improper  towards  sir  John  Moore, 
that  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  their  lordships  to  the  subject. 
He  could  not,  however,  at  present  name 
any  day,  nor  could  he  state  the  precise 
terms  of  hid  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Lioerpool  said,  he  was  ready 
to  Touch  for  the  zeal  and  ability  of  Mr. 
Frere,  and  was  convinced  his  intentions 
were  good,  but  he  had  said  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  was  now  of  opinion,  as  were 
also  his  colleagues,  that  Mr.  Frere  had, 
to  far  as  related  to  the  circumstance  men- 
tioned respecting  sir  John  Moore,  adopted 
an  improper  mode  of  carrying  his  inten- 
tioBS  into  effect.  Whilst  upon  his  legs, 
he  wished  to  set  himself  right  with  respect 
to  a  misrepresentation  that  had  gone 
abroad,  of  what  he  had  said  on  Friday  re- 
specting the  amount  of  British  cavalry  in 
Portugal,  on  the  22d  of  August,  during  the 
negoctation  of  the  Armistice.  He  was 
stated  to  have  said,  that  the  number  of  our 
tavalry  on  that  day  in  Portugal  exceeded 
that  of  the  French,  whereas  what  be  meant 
to  state  was,  that  it  was*  known  to  sir 
Harry  Burrard,  that  a  considerable  rein- 
forcement of  cavalry  was  on  its  passage. 
It  had  in  point  of  fact  arrived  at  that  time 
in  Mondego  Bay,  but  that  could  not  be 
known  at  the  period  of  the  negociation, 
the  knowledge,  however,  of  its  being  on 
iu  way  thither  ought  to  have  had  great 
inflqence  in  the  nes^ociation. 

Tbe  Barl  of  iSm^  called  the  attention 


of  their  lordships  to  the  circumftaocc  of 
several  horses  being  killed  daring  the  re* 
treat  in  Spain,  in  consequence  of  thert 
being  no  shoes  for  them. 

E^l  Grosvenor  stated,  that  a  misrepre- 
sentation had  gone  abroad  of  what  he  had 
said  respecting  general  Anstruther,  who« 
he  was  stated  to  have  said,  had  died  for 
want  of  nourishment.  On  the  contrary* 
that  officer  experienced  every  po«sibi# 
attention  from  his  staff,  and  froq)  those 
around  him.^  Whilst  upon  this  subject, 
however,  he  wished  to  throw  out  for  their 
lordships'  consideration  the  propiety  of 
relaxing  a  little  the  strictness  of  their  or- 
ders, as  the  best  way  of  preventing  misrt* 
presentation. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

M<md(^,  April  24. 

[Breach  of  Pbivilege.]  Sir  Charles 
Hamilton  moved,  that  Daniel  Butler,  who 
had  been  committed  to  Newgate  for  a 
Breach  of  Privilege,  in  arresting  him  (sir 
C.  Hamilton),  should  be  brought  to  th« 
bar  to  be  discharged. — Daniel  Butler  was 
then  called  in,  and  the  Speaker  addressed 
him  as  follows : — 

''Daniel  Butler;  You,  an  Officer  of 
the  Sherifiof  Middlesex,  having  presumed 
to  arrest  a  Member  of  this  House,  hav« 
been  adjudged  to  be  guilty  of  a  high 
breach  of  the  Privileges  of  this  House, 
and  for  that  offence  have  been  committed 
to  hb  majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate. — Per- 
sons of  your  description,  armea  with  the 
process  of  the  law  to  restrain  the  civil 
liberty  of  the  subject,  are  specially  called 
upon  to  use  the  utmost  lenity  which  may 
be  consistent  with  tbe  necessary  and  faith* 
ful  discharge  of  their  duty. — Warned  how^ 
ever,  in  the  present  instance,  of  the  mis- 
take under  which  you  were  acting,  you 
nevertheless,  in  defiance  of  that  warning, 
persisted,  and  added  insult  to  outrage. 
Such  conduct  might  well  have  warranted  a 
longei*  duration  of  your  imprisonment. 
But  this  House,  perceiving  by  your  Peti- 
tion that  you  are  now  brought  to  a  just 
sense  of  your  past  misbehaviour,  is  content 
to  accept  this  proof  of  your  submission 
and  repentance,  and  sends  you  forth  an 
example  at  once  of  its  justice  and  mercy. 
— It  has  ordered,  therefore,  that  you  b« 
now  discharged;  and  you  are  discharged 
accordingly  ;  paying  your  fees/' 

Daniel  Butler  was  immediately  discharg- 
ed ;  and  the  address  of  the  Speaker  was 
ordered  to  bt  entered  on  the  Journals. 
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[Petition  or  Mr.  Henry  White.] 
Mr.  Whitbrtad  presented  a  Petition  from 
Mr.  Henry  White,  Proprietor  of  a  Sunday 
Newspaper,  called  *'  The  Independent 
Whig,"  a  Prisoner  in  Dorchester  gaol,  for 
a  libel.  The  Petition,  he  observed,  com- 
plained of  grievances  sustained  in  the 
course  of  the  trial  and  afterwards  in  the 
gaol.  The  Petition  was  brought  up  and 
read  by  the  clerk  as  follows : 

"  The  Petition  of  Henry  White,  citizen 
and  stationer ;  Sheweth,  Thiit  your  Peti- 
tioner is  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Whig  newspaper,  which,  from  its  first 
commencement,  has  been,  and  still  is, 
printed  at  No.  23,  in  Warwick-square, 
within  the  said  city  of  London  :  and  that 
your  Petitioner  is  how  a  prisoner  in  the 
County  gaol  of  the  county  of  Dorset,  in 

?ursuance  of  the  Sentence  of  the  Court  of 
leas,  held  before  the  king  himself  at 
Westminster,  (usually  called  the  court  of 
King's  Bench)  which  sentence  was  pro- 
nounced at  Westminster,  a  place  not 
within  the  said  city  of  London,  contrary  to 
the  rights  and  piivilegesof  the  citizens  of 
the  said  city. 

*'  Your  Petitioner  published  in  his  said 
newspaper  in  Warwick-square,  within  the 
said  city,  in  the  months  of  December, 

1807,  and  January,  1808,  certain  Letters, 
signed  "  T.  C^  "  Humanitas,'*  ''  A  Sea- 
**  man,''  and  "  Junius,"  for  which  pub- 
lications criminal  informations  were  filed, 
ex  officio,  against  your  Petitioner  by  the 
king's  attorney-general,  in  Hilary  term, 

1 808,  at  Westminster,  a  place  without  the 
said  city  of  London,  although  a  Grand 
Jury  of  the  citizens  of  the  said  city  was 
sitting  at  the  very  time  within  the  said 
city;  in  which  informations,  it  wasalledg- 
ed  that  the  above  named  publications  were 
scandalous  and  malicious  libels,  though 
the  said  publications  were  not  alledged  to 
be  in  ^ny  particular  false  or  untrue.  Now 
it  is  not  only  the  privilege  of  the  citizens 
of  the  said  city,  but  the  acknowledged 
nefat  of  every  subject  of  the  British  empire 
who  is  accused  of  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ors, to  have  an  indictment  preferred  be- 
fore the  best  men  of  his  county,  who  are 
to  determine  whether  there  be  sufficient 
cause  to  put  Him  on  his  trial ;  but,  as  a 
Grand  Jury  is  not  always  sitting,  and  as 
danger  might  arise  to  the  state  in  some 
cases  from  the  delay  of  assembling  a  Grand 
Jury,  the  practice  of  filing  a  criminal  in- 
formation before  the  king  at  Westminster 
has  been  tacitly  conceded  to  the  Attorney- 
G«neral  vf  ih«  crown,  at  such  tim«8  as  no 


Grand  Jury  shall  be  assembled;  but  it 
has  never  been  contended  that  ihe  subject 
should  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
having  his  case  submitted  to  a  Grand 
Jury  of  his  county,  before  he  be  put  upon 
his  trial,  except  where  pernicious  conse- 
quences to  the  state  would  arise  from  the 
delay  of  calling  together  such  Jury  ;  but 
this  could  not  obtain  in  the  case  of  yoor 
Petitioner,  because  a  Grand  Jury  of  his 
county,  namely,  of  the  city  of  London, 
were  actually  sitting  at  the  very  time  the 
criminal  informations  were  filed  against 
him  at  Westminster. 

'*  Your  Petitioner  humbly  craves  leave 
to  remind  your  honourable  house  that  it 
was  not  even  alledged  in  the  said  criminal 
informations  that  the  matter  which  gave 
rise  to  them  was  false  or  untrue,  though 
the  matter  was  alledged  to  be  scandalous 
and  malicious,  and  that  it  wa:^  the  usage 
of  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  till  within 
the  last  forty  years,  not  to  permit  any  in- 
formation to  be  filed  for  libellous  matter^ 
which  was  not  alledged  to  be  false  as  well 
as  malicious,  and  indeed  the  most  recent 
determination  on  the  subject  coincidet 
with  the  opinions  uniformly  maintained  by 
our  ancestors ;  ibr,  in  the  case  of  sir  John 
Carr,  and  Hood  and  Sbarpe,  the  plaintiff 
did  not  recover  in  action  for  a  publication 
which  was  true,  though  admitted  to  be  ma- 
licious and  injurious. 

''  Your  Petitioner  having  had  a  criminal 
information  filed  against  nim,  of  the  na- 
ture, and  under  the  circumstances  above 
stated,  the  Solicitor  for  the  crown  moved 
for  a  Special  Jury,  to  which  motion  the 
judges  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench  ac- 
ceded, and  a  Special  Jury  was  awarded  of 
such  freeholders  who  were  entered  in  the 
freeholders'  Book  belonging  to  the  Sheri^ 
with  the  addition  of  Freeholder  and  Mer- 
chant, which  Special  Jury  was  struck,  not 
by  the  Sheriff,  but  by  the  Master  of  the 
Crown- Office,  who  is  a  servant  of  the 
crown, — the  prosecutor  in  this  instance ; 
— and  the  names  were  not  taken  as  named 
by  the  said  Master,  but  several  were  passed 
over  after  he  had  named  them,  because  he 
stated  them  to  be  not  likely  to  attend, 
thereby  subverting  one  of  the  principles 
of  British  justice,  which  directs  that  a 
Jury  shall  be  impartially  selected,  and  at- 
tendance enforced  by  fines  of  the  court ; 
and,  indeed,  the  Master  of  the  Crown-Of- 
fice might  prevent  all  impartial  persons 
from  being  summoned  on  a  Jury  destined 
to  try  between  the  crown  and  the  subject, 
if  every  name  be  passed  over  which  he 
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determines  to  be  a  person  not  likely  to  at- 
tend. And  this  conduct  of  the  Reluming 
Officer  is  conceived  to  be  strong  presump- 
tive evidence  that  he  knows  the  charac- 
ters of  the  persons  to  be  summoned,  and 
has  the  power  of  acting  with  partiality, 
which  power  is  contraiy  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  these  realms,  and  is  strongly 
guarded  against  by  the  laws,  in  cases 
where  no  attempts  are  made  to  take  the 
trial  6ut  of  the  common  course  of  justice  ;" 
for,  the  Under-Sheriff  (who  summons  Ju- 
ries) cannot  continue  in  office  longer  than 
one  year,  nor  be  i*e-.chosen  till  after  an 
interval  of  two  years,  lest,  from  his  fami- 
liarity with  office,  he  may  be  enabled  to 
select  a  partial  Jury. 

"  Your  Petitioner  also  reminds  this  ho- 
nourable house,  that,  by  a  statute  of  the 
7th  and  8th  year  of  king  William  3,  (ch. 
32),  It  is-  enacted,  that  "  every  summons 
of  any  person  qualified  to  'any  of  the 
aforesaid  services,  (namely,  serving  on 
Juries),  shall  be  made  by  the  sherilY)  his 
officer,  or  lawful  deputy,  six  days  before, 
at  the  least ;"  but  in  the  case  of  your  Pe- 
titioner, the  summonses  to  the  Jury  were 
not  delivered  six  days  before  the  day  of 
trial,  nor  five  days  before,  nor  four  days 
before  ;  from  which  cause  your  Petitioner 
was  not  able  to  avail  himself  of  a  trial  be- 
fore a  Special  Jury,  contrary  to  the  rights 
of  the  subject  and  the  law  of  the  land  ; 
and  this  circumstance  of  not  summoning 
the  Jury  six  days  before  the  trial,  contrary 
to  the  positive  and  explicit  enactments  of 
the  law  of  the  land,  has  prevented  your 
Petitioner  from  being  tried  by  a  Jury  of 
such  men  as  had  been  assigned  him  as  his 
peers. 

"  Your  Petitioner  was  not  tried  by  a 
Jury  of  his  peers ;  .  for,  as  the  court  of 
King's  Bench  had  ruled  that  a  Jury  of 
freeholders  and  merchants  were  his  peers, 
it  necessarily  follows  that  those  who  were 
neither  freeholders  nor  merchants  could 
not  be  his  peers  ;  and  yet  those  who  were 
added  to  the  Special  Jury  were  neither 
freeholders  nor  merchants,  and  therefore 
were  not  his  peers : — and  of  a  Jury  com- 
posed of  men  who  were  all  of  them  neither 
peers  of  your  Petitioner,  nor  peers  among 
themselves,  a  verdict  was  given. 

"  Your  Petitioner  also  craves  the  atten- 
tion of  this  honourable  house,  to  the 
words  used  by  sir  Nash  Grose  on  the  trial, 
in  his  charge  to  the  Jury,  which  your  Pe- 
titioner humbly  presumes  to  have  been  a 
deviation  from  the  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  enjoins  lenity  and  impartiality 
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to  form  the  basis  of  the  conduct  of  every 
British  Judge,  to  have  been  also  inimical 
to  the  letter  and  fail  interpretation  of  <the 
Act  of  Parliament  entitled,  *'  An  Act  to 
remove  doubts  respectin^r  the  functions  of 
Juries  in  cases  of  Libel,"  which  Act  di- 
rects, that  **  on  every  such  trial,  the  Court 
or  judge  before  whom  such  indictment  or 
information  shall  be  tried,  shall,  accord- 
ing to  his  or  their  discretion,  give  their  ox 
his  opinion  and  directions  to  the  Jury  in 
the  matter  in  issue  between  the  king  and 
the  defendant  or  defendants,  in  like  man- 
ner as  in  all  other  criminal  cases." — Your 
Petitioner  therefore  prays  to  submit,  for 
the  decision  of  this  honourable  house,  tjie 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  following 
words,  as  used  by  sir  Nash  Grose  on  this 
occasion,  and  which  instead  of  delivering 
an  opinion  or  direction,  "  as  in  all  other 
criminal  cases,"  are  conceived  by  your 
Petitioner  to  be  unprecedented  in  the  an- 
nals of  modern  jBritish  jurisprudence. 
The  words  that  your  Petitioner  complains 
of,  and  which  were  taken  down  at  the 
time  by  Mr.  Farquharson,  the  short- hand 
writer,  are  as  follows  : — "  In  order  to  shew 
that  they  are  most  wicked,  gross,  and  abo- 
minable Libels,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
read,  not  all,  but  one  or  two  of  them. 
But,  gentlemen,  under  this  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, I  am  to  give  you  my  opinion  upon 
these  publications,  and  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  any  thing  more  libel- 
lous I  never  heard  read  :  in  my  opinion 
they  are  gross,  scandalous,  and  abomina- 
ble Libels !" 

"  Your  Petitioner  humbly  submits  to 
the  benignity  of  this  honourable  house, 
whether  these .  words  ought  not  to  have 
been  considered,  in  strict  impartiality,  as 
sufficiently  strong,  in  giving  the  opinion 
and  direction  of  the  Judge  as  warranted 
by  the  Act  of  Parliament  above  alluded 
to,  without  the  addition  of  the  following 
unprecedented  expression  : — "  But,  really, 
gentlemen,  I  think  it  will  be  throwing^ 
dust  in  your  eyes  if  I  say  I  entertaia  the 
least  doubt  on  the  subject." — Your  Peti- 
tioner humbly  submits,  whether  an  opi-, 
nion  and  direction  of  the  Judge  thus  given, 
and  that  without  having  read  a  tittle  of 
the  Libels  in  question,  or  the  defence  that 
had  been  urged  to  the  Jury,  comes  within 
the  meaning  either  of  the  letter  of  the  law, 
or  the  ^spirit  of  the  British  constitution. 
And  the  necessity  of  a  Jury  being  peers 
among  themselves  as  ".cM  ?:•  })f  .rs  to  the 
defendant,  has  been  ever  recognized  and 
insisted  upon  bv  the  British  constitution, 
•    N  ■ 
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because,  othen\'ise,  the  master  and  the 
servant,  the  creditor  and  the  debtor,  the 
employer  and  employed,  might  be  inclos- 
ed in  the  same  Jury  box,  in  which  case  it 
would  imply  an  absurdity  to  assert  that 
such  Jury  were  peers  among  themselves  ; 
for,  the  sam6  individuals  could  not  at  the 
satne  time  be  both  dependants  and  equals; 
and,  if  a  Jury  be  not  peers  among  them- 
s'elvcK,  they  cannot  all  be  peers  lo  the  de- 
fendant," and  their  verdict  may  not  be  a 
free  and  unbiassed  verdict. 

**  And  forasmuch  as  it  is  enacted  by  the 
Bill  of  Rights  that  "  Jurors  ought  to  be 
duly  empannelled  and  returned ;"  and 
as  no  Juror  can  be  duly  returned  who  is 
not  summoned  six  days  at  least  before  the 
day  of  trial,  the  Jurors  summoned  not  four 
days  before  the  trial  of  your  Petitioner, 
were  not  duly  returned. 

'*  And  fbrasmuch  as  it  is  the  privilege  of 
the  citizens  of  the.  city  of  London  to  be 
tried  and  adjudged  within  the  said  city, 
though  your  Petitioner  has  been  tried  (if 
the  issue  committed  to  a  Jury  not  duly 
impannelled  and  returned  can  be  Called  a 
trial),  yet  he  has  nut  been  adjudged  with- 
in the  said  city,  contrary  to  the  privileges 
6f  the  citizens  of  the  said  city,  and,  there- 
fhre,  such  judgment  being  contrary  to 
these  privileges,  is  contrary  to  the  law  of 
the  land,  which  has  contirmed  and  estab- 
lished them. 

"  And  forasmuch  as  your  Petitioner,  if 
adjudged  within  the  said  city,  could  only 
have  beeh  adjudged  to  confmement  within 
the  prisons  of  the  Sheriffs  of  the  said  city 
ind  county  of  Middlesex,  it  follows  that 
a  judgment  which  hnplies  banishment 
from  the  said  city,  as  well  as  confinement, 
is  contrary  to  the  lawful  privileges  of  the 
citizens  of  the  city,  ahd  when  pronounced 
on  a  citizen  in  a  place  without  the  said 
city,  for  in  alleged  oflenee  committed 
within  the  said  city,  is  believed  to  be  a 
violation  of  the  law  of  the  IfihUH,  which 
ackno9v ledges  and  cohflrms  these  privi- 
leged. 

'*  Your  Petitioner  also  humbly  craves 
leave  to  observe  that  the  measure  of  pu- 
nishment assig4icd  to  him  for  the  publica- 
tion of  the  said  Letters  is  equal  to  the 
measure  of  punishment  assigned  in  any 
case  where  the  libel  was  proved  to  be 
false,  though  the  truth  of  the  publications 
of  your  Petitioner  has  never  been  called  in 
question. 

"  Your  Petitioner  also  humbly  states, 
that,  when  he  was  removed  frbm  the  prison 
of  the  court  of  King's-Bench  to  the  county 


gaol  of  Dorchester,  he  was  consigned  to 
the  magistrates*  custody,  as  will  appear 
from  an  Order  of  Sessions,  made  at  the 
Midsummer  quarter  sessions  for^the  county 
of  Dorset,  respecting  his  treatment  in  con- 
finement, though  by  the  law  of  the  land, 
he  could  only  be  committed  to  the  She- 
riffs' custody,  (allowing  for  the  sake  of  ar- 
gument, that  he  might  be  imprisoned  in  a 
different  <y)unty  from  that  in  which  the  of- 
fence was  committed,  and  it  is  allowed  for 
the  sake  of  argument  only).  Now,  th« 
magistrates  of  any  county  have  no  juris- 
diction except  what  is  given  them  by  sta- 
tute, and  no  jurisdiction  is  given  to  them 
by  statute  over  a  person  convicted  of  mis- 
demeanor, who  is,  during  his  confinement, 
emphatically,  a  sheriff's  prisoner.  Your 
Petitioner,  therefore,  is  placed  by  his  sen- 
tence in  a  situation  which  the  law  knows 
not,  and  therefore  he  prays  the  considera* 
tion  of  his  case  may  receive  the  attention 
of  this  honourable  house,  not  on  his  per- 
sonal account,  but  as  his  treatment  may 
be  drawn  into  a  precedent  inimical  to  the 
freedom  and  liberties  of  the  subjects  of 
these  realmj. 

"  That  your  Petitioner  further  submits 
to  your  honourable  house  some  peculiar 
privations  and  hardships  to  which  he  has 
been  subjected  since  his  confinement  in 
Dorchester  gaol,  which  commenced  on 
the  evening  of  the  6th  of  July,  1808,  and 
when  your  Petitioner  was  labouring  under 
a  very  severe  and  afflicting  state  of  illness, 
which  had  been  proved  to  the  Judges  of 
the  court  of  King's  Bench  by  the  aflida- 
vits  of  four  most  respectable  medical  gen- 
tlemen. That  notwithstanding  this  infirm 
state  of  your  Petitioner's  health,  he  was 
denied,  by  the  controlling  magistrates  of 
Dorchester  prison,  for  the  interval  of  morfe 
than  three  months,  viz.  from  the  6th  of 
July  to  the  15th  of  the  ensuing  October, 
all  access  to  the  open  air,  even  to  the  tak- 
ing ordinary  exercise,  unless  your  Peti- 
tioner would  take  the  same  in  a  small  cir- 
cular stone  yard,  which  was  allotted  in 
'  common  for  prisoners  who  were  sentenced 
for  tines,  such  as  smugglers  and  those 
who  had  evaded  the  excise  laws,  &c.  &c. 
Your  Petitioner's  complaint  being  a  long 
standing  bilious  disorder,  attended  with  a 
complication  of  alarming  symptoms,  amons 
which  he  was  subject  to  an  almost  conti- 
nued s\viraming  in  the  head,  and  a  partial 
stagnation  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
in  his  feet,  he  found,  after  trial,  that  the 
walking  on  the  stones  and  the  circular  di- 
rection in  which  he  was  obliged  to  walk 
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aggravated  hU  disorder  to  such  an  excess, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  at- 
tempt; and,  although  he  represented  this 
frequently,  by  letter  and  otherwise,  to  the 
visiting  magistrates,  and  intreated  that  he 
might  be  |>ermltted  to  walk  iji  the  garden, 
as  Mr.  Gilbert  Wakefield,  iMr.  Redhead 
Yorke,  and  all  other  prisoners  in  similar 
situations,  had  been  permitted  to  do  before 
him,  this  was  refused  him,  until  he  partially 
obtained  the  indulgence,  through  the  be- 
nevolent interposition  of  Mr.  Calcraft,  one 
of  the  magistrates  for  the  county,  and  the 
representation  beinsc  first  made  to  him  by 
the  medical  gentleman  attending  the  pri- 
son, that  he  considered  your  Petitioner's 
being  permitted  to  walk  m  the  garden  es- 
sential to  the  preservation  of  his  health. 
In  consequence  of  this  interference  and  this 
representation,  your  Petitioner  has,  since 
the  15th  of  October  last,  been  permitted  to 
walk  in  the  garden,  in  company  of  the 
gaoler  of  the  prison,  for  the  very  limited 
space  of  one  half  an  hour  every  day,  and 
which  limited  indulgence  your  Petitioner's 
Jbeaith  has  been  such  as  almost  to  preclude 
him  from  availing  himself  of.  Your  Peti- 
tioner, therefore,  humbly  submits  to  this 
honourable  house  that  such  extreme  coer- 
cion and  restriction  is  not  necessary  for  the 
secure  confinement  of  your  Petitioner,  and 
is  inconsistent  with  the  benign  spirit  of  the 
British  constitution.  Your  Petitioner,  in 
candor  and  justice,  begs  leave  to  state  that 
he  considers  this  restriction  as  being  per- 
sonally cruel  towards  him,  because,  since 
his  confinement  in  the  gaol  of  Dorchester, 
an  unlimited  indulgence  in  walking  in  the 
garden  has  been  extended  to  a  felon,  by 
the  pai^ial  courtesy  of  the  magistrates,  and 
your  Petitioner  having  given  no  cause  of 
complaint  against  the  propriety  of  his  con- 
duct, to  justify  such  restriction. 

"  In  addition  4o  this  heavy  grievance, 
your  Petitioner  begs  to  state  that  his  fa- 
mily consists  of  a  wife  and  two  sons : — 
that,  from  the  enjoyment  of  all  personal 
intercourse  with  one  of  his  sons,  whose  bu- 
siness confines  him  in  London,  he  is  wholly 
bereaved,  by  the  great  distance  which  se- 
parates them  : — that  his  wife  and  his  other 
.son  have  taken  lodgings  at  Dorchester,  at 
an  in^oiense  increased  expence  to  your  Pe- 
titioner, /or  the  purpose  of  mitigating  his 
calamity  as  much  as  possible  by  the  com- 
forts of  their  society  ;  but  hitherto  they 
have  oply  been  admitted,  by  the  order  of 
the  magbtrates,  alternately  to  visit  hint  for 
three  days  in  a  week,  and  each  day  limit- 
ed fto  eight  Jhopr^  y^ith  tl^  exception  of 


your  Petitioner's  wife,  for  some  weeks  pas^ 
having  been  permitted  to  be  with  him  oa 
a  Sunday,  and  during  the  night,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  medical  gentleman  attend- 
ing him  having'  given  it  as  his  opinion  that 
it  was  indispensibly  necessary,  on  account 
of  the  alarming  state  of  your  Petitioner's 
health. 

**  Your  Petitioner  trusts  that  ttiis  honour- 
able house  will  liberally  consider  what  a 
cruel  aggravation  this  must  be,  merely 
arising  from  the  local  rules  of  the  magis- 
trates, and  neither  expressed  in  the  sen- 
tence, nor  warranted  by  the  bill  of  rights; 
for,  surely  every  father  and  husband  must 
deem  that  imprisonment  cruel  uhich  con- 
fines a  man  for  three  years,  aiwl  allows  him 
only  twenty-four  hours  in  each  week  to 
have  intercourse  with  his  wife  and  child. 
That  your  Petitioner  has  confined  himself, 
in  these  instances,  to  a  simple  statement 
of  facts,  and  commits  the  whole  to  the  be- 
nignity, discretion,  and  wisdom,  of  your 
honourable  house.    ' 

**  Your  Petitioner  submits  to  the  conside- 
ration of  this  honourable  house,  the  ex- 
treme severity  of  the  sentence  passed  upon 
him,  as  being  contrary  to  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  every  British  subject  in  the^e 
realms,  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Bill  pf 
Rights,  which  expressly  says,  *'  that  ex- 
cessive fines  ought  not  to  be  imposed,  nor 
cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted," 
your  Petitioner  having  already  suffered, 
under  a  state  of  severe  and  dangerous  ill- 
ness, upwards  of  nine  months  imprison- 
ment and  banishment  in  Dorchester-Gaol, 
from  his  home,  his  business,  and  the  Coun- 
ty where  he  was  tried,  and  which  has  al- 
ready subjected  him  to  a  pecuniary  epc- 
pense  of  upwards  of  500/.,  and  which, 
unless  migitated  by  the.  interferf^nce  of 
this  honourable  house,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable will  prove  fatal  to  the  life  of  your 
Petitioner,  and  ruinous  to  his  circum- 
stances, and  future  welfare  of  his  family. 

"  And  your  Petitioner  most  humbly 
craves  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  prove 
the  truth  of  his  allegation  before  a  Select 
Committee,  or  at  the  bar  of  your  honour- 
able house,  and  he  prays  such  relief  as  m 
your  wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 

Henry  White.'* 

Mr.  WIdibrcad  said,  that  he  meant  to  do 
nothing  more  at  present,  than  to  move 
that  the  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table.  He 
coul^  not  of  course  pledge  himself  for  t(ie 
accuracy  of  the  allegations,  either  as  to 
the  circumstances  at  ^he  trial,  or  as  to 
tt^ose  whico  ba^  t^kep  place  dvu-in^^  t)M 
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confinement  of  the  Petitioner.  Yet  as  the 
Petition,  though  it  contained  some  strong 
statements,  was  couched  in  terms  respect- 
ful to  the  house,  he  thought  it  his  duty  as 
a  member  of  parliament  to  present  it. 
For  what  had  been  stated  by  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Calcraft)  on  a  former  occasion, 
when  this  subject  was  under  consideration, 
he  had  the  utmost  respect.  But  at  the 
same  time,  in  justice  to  the  feelings  of  the 
friends  of  that  eminent  scholar,  Mr.  Gil- 
bert Wakefield,  who  was  beloved  and 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him,  he  must 
state  what  they  had  said  as  to  the  accusa- 
tion against  Mr.  Wakefield  of  having  abu- 
sed the  indulgence  granted  him,  by  ex- 
citing sedition  in  the  gaol.  He  could 
not  of  course,  pledge  himself  for  the  cor- 
rectness of  their  assertions :  but  he  was 
informed  by  them,  that  no  complaint  had 
ever  been  made  by  the  magistrates  on 
that  head. — With  regard  to  the  method  of 
striking  the  Special  Juries  and  other  prac- 
tices said  to  prevail  in  the  courts,  he  could 
say  nothing  of  his  own  knowledge.  But 
he  did  understand  that  improper  practices 
had  prevailed,  and  that  there  was  some 
danger  that  the  error  might  be  fallen  into 
of  rendering  punishment  so  severe  as  to 
convert  the  person  punished  into  an  object 
of  compassion.  On  the  subject  of  the 
sentence  passed  on  the  Petitioner,  how- 
ever, he  would  say  nothing  at  present, 
because  the  subject  had  been  carried  be- 
fore the  house  of  lords  by  a  writ  of  error. 
It  would  be  proper  to  wait  for  the  issue  of 
that  proceeding,  unless  some  unreasonable 
delay  took  place.  But,  with  regard  to  the 
mode  in  which  Special  Juries  were  struck, 
he  must  advert  to  that  point,  without 
meaning  to  assert  positively  what  he  did 
not  know  of  his  own  knowledge,  and  was 
not  ready  with  proof  to  substantiate.  He 
was  informed  that  the  master  of  the  Crown 
Office  might  pass  over  any  name  that  he 
pleased  by  saying  that  such  persons  would 
not  attend,  a  practice  which  placed  it  in 
his  power  to  appoint  any  Jury  he  chose. 
If  that  practice  did  actually  prevail,  it  was 
a  most  incorrect  one,  and  ought  to  be  pre- 
vented. Another  practice  which  he  was 
given  to  understand  actually  prevailed,  or 
had  only  lately  been  abolished,  was,  that 
in  cases  between  the  crown  and  the  sub- 
ject, the  Jury  if  they  found  a  verdict  for 
the  crown  liad  two  ffuineas,  whereas  if 
they  found  a  verdict  for  the  subject  they 
had  only  one  guinea.  This  was  a  most 
indecent  and  improper  practice,  whjch 
ought  to  b£  abolished  if  it  existed  ;  if  it 


did  not,  the  public  ought  to  be  satisfied  of 
that  fact.  Another  practice  of  which  he 
was  also  informed  was,  that  Jurors- if  they 
gave  verdicts  for  the  crown  were  sum- 
moned over  and  over  again  ;  but  if  they 
found  for  the  subject  they  were  never 
again  summoned.  Another  practice, 
which  he  could  only  state  fi-om  informa- 
tion, was,  that  the  crown  always  paid 
double  fees  to  the  officers  of  the  Court. 
If  this  was  not  true,  it  would  of  course  bh 
contradicted.  But  as  the  circumstance 
was  at  any  rate  believed  by  some,  it  ought 
to  be  stated,  if  only  in  order  to  be  contra- 
dicted. He  stated  them  besides  because 
they  might  possibly,  at  some  future  period 
be  the  subject  of  a  motion  in  reference  to 
this  business  of  Mr.  White.  If  these 
things  should  turn  out  to  be  well  founded, 
this  would  form  the  ground  of  a  motion  for 
referring  the  Petition  to  a  committee ; 
if  there  was  really  no  grievance  in  the 
case,  he  should  be  content  with  allows 
ing  the  Petition  to  lie  on  the  table. 
There  was  another  circumstance  which  he 
ought  to  have  noticed  before,  the  confine- 
ment in  a  distant  gaol.  This  was  a  great 
aggravation  of  the  sentence ;  and  if  it 
might  be  imposed  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court  formed  a  grievous  hardship.  Con- 
finement for  three  years  was  at  best  a  most 
heavy  punishment  ;  but  when  it  was  ag- 
gravated  by  sending  the  prisoner  to  a  dis- 
tant gaol,  the  punishment,  in  his  opinion, 
became  severe  in  the  extreme  ;  and  it  was 
certainly  a  subject  which  deserved  the 
most  serious  attention  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Calcraft  said  that  he  vvould  take  his 
full  share  in  endeavouring  to  remedy  any 
improper  practices,  whether  confinement 
in  distant  gaols  or  any  others,  which 
should  be  proved  to  exist.  But  at  pre- 
sent he  only  ruse  to  do  justice  to  himself 
and  the  magistrates  of  Dorchester,  by  giv- 
ing a  fair  and  candid  statement  of  the  cir- 
cumstance which  he  had  formerly  men- 
tioned relative  to  Mr.  tiilbert  Wakefield. 
He  had  been  informed  before,  and  had 
staled  in  the  house,  on  the  authority  of 
most  respectable  men,  that  Mr.  Gilbert 
Wakefield  had  made  ah  improper,  use  of 
the  indulgence  allowed.  He  had  since, 
inquired  more  particularly  into  the  sub- 
ject, and  though  he  was  as  unwilling  as 
any  man  to  cast  any  imputation  on  the 
memory  of  that  eminent  scholar,  or  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  his  surviving  relatives 
and  friends,  yet  he  must  say  that  he  had 
found  that  Mr.  Wakefield  made  use  of 
the  indulgence  shewn  him  to  excite  a  spi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


185]  PARL.  DEBATES,  April  24,  1  SOO.—PetUian  <f  Mr.  Henry  White.        [  1  f»« 


lit  of  discontent  among  the  other  prison- 
ers. The  garden  where  he  was  permitted 
to  walk  was  only  separated  from  the  space 
allotted  to  the  other  prisoners  by  a  stock- 
ade, which  did  not  prevent  communica- 
tion, and  of  this  Mr.  Wakefield  had  avail- 
ed himself  for  the  purpose  mentioned. 
The  present  Petition  was  nothing  more 
than  a  modification  of  what  had  been 
stated  in  the  former  petition.  It  now  ap- 
peared that  Mr.  White  was  permitted  to 
see  his  family  for  48  hours  in  the  week 
instead  of  21-,  as  formerly  stated,  and  that 
his  wife  slept  with  him  every  night,  at 
least  was  allowed  to  do  so.  lie  (Mr.  C.) 
and  the  other  magistrates,  did  all  they 
could,  compatible  with  their  duty  as  ma- 
gistrates, to  give  Mr.  White  all  the  com- 
forts that  could  be  enjoyed  by  a  person  in 
his  situation,  and  he  n)ust  say,  that  they 
had  a  right  to  expect  some  appearance  of 
gratitude  instead  of  complaints.  There 
was  not  in  the  country  a  gaol  more  com- 
fortable than  that  of  Dorchester.  The 
room  which  Mr.  White  occupied  was  bet- 
ter than  those  which  were  generally  as- 
signed to  officers  in  barracks.  Mr.  Cal- 
crafi  also  stated,  that  the  magistrates  of 
Dorset  considered  it  as  a  great  grievance 
to  have  persons  sent  to  the  gaol  from  dis- 
tant quarters.  The  gaol  was  not  built  for 
that  purpose,  and  they  were  put  to  a 
great  expence  by  this  practice,  and  also 
rendered  subjects  of  oUloouy. 

Mr.  Windham  knew  nothing  of  this  mat- 
ter except  from  the  allegations  of  the  Pe- 
titioner himself.  He  agreed  with  his  hon. 
friend,  that  if  there  was  an  unnecessary 
severity  in  the  case,  and  if  the  practices 
to  which  he  adverted  did  actually  prevail, 
that  these  were  proper  subjects  for  the 
consideration  of  the  house.  But  the  alle- 
gations in  the  Petition,  as  far  as  he  could 
follow  them,  (having  however  come  into 
the  house  only  when  it  was  in  the  act  of 
reading),  amounted  to  no  more  than  this, 
that  a  gaol  was  a  gaol,  and  that  punish- 
ment was  punishment.  He  really  always 
understood  that  confinement  was  punish- 
ment, and  it  appeared  that  this  confine- 
ment was  not  unduly  severe  with  regard 
to  him.  Mr.  White  said  that  walking  in 
a  circular  spa<;e  aggravated  his  disorder  ; 
but  he  saw  no  reason  why  Mr.  White 
should  not  square  the  circle  if  he  pleased. 
But  how  came  it  that  all  Mr.  White's 
complaints  about  this  confinement  related 
solely  to  himself.  Others  were  in  as  bad 
a  situation  as  he  was,  and  if  there  was  any 
improper  severity,  the  remedy  ought  to 


apply  to  the  whole.     Mr.  White  appear- 
ed to  treat  in  the  most  contumelious  stile, 
those  who  were  confined  in  the  same  goal, 
for  breaches  of  the  revenue  laws,  for  non- 
payment of  fines,  and  perhaps  for  debt; 
thinking  that  he  was  very  hardly  dealt  by 
in  being  put  upon  a  level  with  such  per- 
sons.     Yet,  while  he  indulged   in  thcs« 
aristocratical   feelings,  it  was  to  be  recol- 
lected, that  he  was  confined  for  a  crime, 
of  which  he  was  at  present  to  be  presumed 
guilty  ;  for  a  crime  too,  which  might  pos- 
sibly be  of  a  most  atrocious  nature,  while 
some  of  the  debtors  confined  in  the  same 
gaol  might  be  not  only  innocent,  but  me- 
ritorious persons,  who  nad  been  ruined  by 
the  failures  of  others.     It  was  curious  to 
observe  this  sort  of  feeling  breaking  out  in  • 
an  advocate  for  liberty  and  equality,  and 
he  confessed,  that  his  democratical  blood, 
of  which  Y\e  hoped  he  had  a  proper  share, 
began  to  boil  with  indignation  to  bear  Mr. 
White  complain  so  much  of  his  own  case', 
while  he  appeared  to  regard  with  so  much 
indifference  the  situation  of  those  who,  as 
far  as  the  house  knew  at  present,    had  so 
much  more  reasoo  to  complain,  provided 
there  was  any  ground  of  complaint  at  all. 
This  was  the  state  of  the  case,  even  on 
Mr.  White's  own  shewing,  when  viewed 
comparatively.    <But  what  was  it  abso- 
lutely ? — It  appeared  that  he  was  permit- 
ted to  walk  half  an  hour  a  day  in  the  gar- 
den, accompanied  by  the  gaoler.     Could 
the  gaoler  spare  half  an  hour  a  day  to  give 
the  same  indulgence  to  the  other  prison- 
ers?    Mr.  White,  too,  had  the  society  of 
his  wife  and  family  during  a  considerable 
part  of  the  week,  and  seemed,  in  every 
respect,  to  enjoy  greater  pri>ileges  than 
were  enjoyed  by  his  fellow-prisoners.    In- 
stead, however,  of  being  grateful  for  this, 
he  only  indulged   in  complaints  against 
his  benefactors.     If  there  were  any  ground 
of  complaint  at  all,  it  was  that  he  himself 
was  treated   with  more  indulgence  than, 
in  justice  to  others,  he  ought  to  be;  and, 
if  there  was  any  reason  to  find  fault  with 
the  magistrates,    it  was  that  they  did  for 
him  what  they  could  not  do  for  others. 

The  Attomry  General  observed,  that  if 
the  subject  should  be  again  brought  for- 
ward, justice  would  be  done  to  the  officers 
of  the  courts.  The  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  had  stated  certain  practices,  which, 
if  they  had  existed,  would  unquestionably 
have  deserved  the  severest  censure.  But 
on  these  points  his  hon.  friend  had  been 
very  much  misinformed.  He  said,  that 
he  had  been  informed,  that  when  a  jury 
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'  found  a  verdict  for  the  crown  they  received 
two  guineas ;  and  only  one  guinea  when 
they  found  a  verdict  for  the  subject.  This, 
certainly,  would  have  merited  the  severest 
reprehension.  But  the  person  who  told 
him  of  the  practice  must  have  known  that 
it  did  not  now  exist.  It  had  prevailed 
once  in  the  Exchequer;  but  ii  had  been, 
discontinued  almost  before  his  memory. 
This  the  |)erson  who  gave  him  the,  infidr- 
mation  must  have  known,,  for  the  same 
means  that  brought  its  previous  existence 
to  his  knowledge,  must  have  shown  him 
that  it  did  not  exist  now.  His  hon.  friend 
( Mr AVhi thread)  must  have  asked  the  per- 
son who  gave  him  the  information,  whether 
it  now  existed.  His  hon.  friend  must  have 
said,  that  such  things  were  not  to  be  lightly 
stated  before  the  house  of  commons ;  and 
that  before  he  stated  them  he  must  be 
well  assured  of  the  facts.  He  was  satis- 
fied his  hon.  friend  thought  these  practices 
did  exist,  otherwise  he  would  not  have 
stated  them  ;  but  he  must  say,  that  he 
had  been  peculiarly  ill  informed.  It  was 
enough  for  him,  however,  to  state,  that 
the  practice  did  not  exist  naw ;  and  his 
worthy  friend  who  preceded  him  in  his 
ofiice,  would,  he  believed,  be  ready  to 
say,  that  it  had  not  existed  in  his  time. 
He  made  these  observations  because  he 
Bhould  be  sorry  that  such  a  statement  as 
this  should  pass  uncontradicted.  His  hon. 
iriend  also  said,  that  when  jurors  gave 
verdicts  against  the  crown,  they  were  al- 
ways struck  out  of  the  list,  and  never 
summoned  agaim  He  did  not  strike  juries, 
and  therefore  could  not  speak  oo  the  sub- 
ject of  his  own  knowledge,  but  he  iirmly 
believed  that  the  practice  did  not  exist, 
and  that  no  officer  of  the  court  dared  do 
it  without  risking  the  loss  of  his  place. 
He  was  anxious  that  the  house  should  be 
convinced  that  his  hon.  friend  had  been 
imposed  upon. 

Mr.  Whithread  said  that  the  Attorney- 
GeJieral  had  misrepresented  him.  He  had 
stated  that  the  practice  of  giving  two 
guineas  to  Jurors  who  gave  a  verdict  for 
the  crown,  either  existed  at  present  or  had 
only  been  lately  discontinued.  This  was 
bis  information,  and  it  appeared  to  be 
correct,  for  the  practice  had  existed  ;  and 
the  learned  gent,  had  admitted  that  it  was 
^  gross  abuse.  He  did  not  gay  that  Jurors 
who  gave  verdicts  against  the  crown  had 
been  struck  off  the  list ;  he  had  only  said 
that  it  so  happened  that  they  were  aever 
summoned  again ;  $tnd  the  learned  gejit. 
upon  inquiry  might  fiod  tbat  atatomont  to 
be  correct. 


Mr.  Maryatt  said  that  he  had  given 
verdicts  against  the  crowh,  but  that  he  had 
been  constantly  summoned. 

Mr.  Ashley  Cooper  was  sorry  to  hurt  tho 
feelings  of  the  relatives  of  Mr.  Gilbert 
Wake^eld,  but  injustice  to  the  magistrates 
of  Dorset  he  must  say,  that  he  had  abused 
the  indulgence  which  he  had  met  with 
in  the  manner  stated.  He  then  read  a 
letter  from  one  of  the  mas^istrates  con- 
firming this  statement,  and  also  stating 
that  Mr.  White  had  been  asked  before  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  whether  be 
had  any  reason  to  complain  ?  to  which  he 
had  replied,  "  None  whatever.'* 

Sir  Francis  BurdsU  observed,  that  this 
was  one  of  the  most  important  castts  which 
had  ever  come  before  the  house.  The 
Attorney  General  had  admitted  that  the 
practice  of  giving  two  guineas  to  the 
Jurors  when  they  found  for  the  crown, 
once  existed,  and  had  only  lately  beea 
left  of}';  but  he  was  soriy  that  he  bad  not 
adverted  to  the  other  practices  which  the 
hon.  gent,  opposite  had  stated.  He  was 
surprised  that  he  had  passed  over  the  great 
question  as  to  the  right  of  the  executive 
to  transport  its  subjects  to  any  part  of  it^ 
dominions  at  its  own  discretion.  He  should 
have  expected  that  he  would  not  have 
passed  over  this.  He  thought,  indeed, 
that  this  point  had  been  settled  at  the  Rer 
volution ;  and  he  regretted  that  he  had 
heard  no  opinion  on  the  subject  from  him. 
He  had  also  passed  over,  another  most  im- 
portant point ;  the  allegation  that  Special 
Juries  were  struck  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Crown  Office.  The  ex  officio  informations 
of  the  Attorney  General  he  considered  as 
not  more  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  than  the  giving  two  guineas  in- 
stead of  one  to  those  jurors  who  found  fqr 
the  crown.  Here,  in  the  case  of  libel,  for 
instance,  we  found  the  crown  appointing 
accuser,  judse  and  jury  !  Into  the  great 
con stitutioAaJ  point  of  sending  subjects  to 
distant  gaols,  he  would  not  now  enter,  as 
it  was  to  be  discussed  in  another  place. 
But  he  could  not  help  adverting  to  the 
extreme  hardship  of  this  practice,  which 
totally  altered  the  sentence  of  the  law. 
He  agreed  that  ^n  imprisonment  of  three 
years  was  almost  an  unprecedented  thi^g 
of  late.  The  hon.  baronet  tb^  ^emarkea 
with  regard  to  what  bad  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Rent,  bdow  (Mr.  Windham), 
that  Mr.  White  had  only  been  convicted 
of  a  loisdemeanour,  which,  (bough  cer- 
tainly a  crime,  had  alw^^ys  been  distvp- 
guifihe4  fjrom  felony.    Mr.  White,  theiro 
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fore,  might  have  reason  to  think  that  he 
oQght  to  be  less  strictly  confined  than  some 
others. — There  was  another  consideration 
which  had  entirely  escaped  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  and  that  was,  that  the  other  prison- 
ers belonged  to  the  county,  and  in  that 
respect  were  less  hardly  dealt  by  than 
Mr.  White.  The  hon.  baronet  next  ob- 
served, that  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
the  crown  to  ruin  any  particular  county 
by  sending  thither  all  the  prisoners  of  the 
nation.  He  would  venture  to  say  that  this 
was  not  law,  and  he  was  glad  that  the 
subject  had  been  brought  forward  by  a 
|[entleman  who  he  was  sure  would  do  if 
justice. 

The  Auorwsy  General  in  explanationsaid, 
that  Mr.  White  had  not  been  sent  toT)or- 
chester,  merely  by  the  discretionary  power 
of  the  executive  government ;  but  that  this 
formed  part  of  the  sentence  of  the  court. 
He  stated,  that  the  reason  for  his  not  avert- 
ing to  the  other  abuses  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Whitbread),  was,  that 
these  were  to  come  forward  at  some  future 
period.  He  had  only  adverted  at  present 
to  the  practices  which  had  been  stated 
upon  grounds  not  arising  out  of  the  Petition. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer remdivked, 
that  all  arguments  of  the  hon.  baronei 
were  founded  on  the  misconception  that 
the  prisoner  White  had  been  sent  to  Dor- 
chester by  the  executive  government: 
whereas,  the  fact  was,  as  had  been  stated 
by  his  learned  friend,  that  this  formed  part 
of  the  sentence  of  the  court.  When  the 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Whitbread)  made  a  state- 
ment, injustice,  as  he  said,  to  the  relatives 
and  friends  of  Mr.  Wakefield,  he  ought  to 
have  recollected  that  justice  was  also  clue 
to  the  magistrate. — ^The  right  hon.  gent, 
observed,  that  before  the  complaints  in 
the  Petition  were  taken  up  by  the  house, 
it  would  be  proper,  if  not  necessary,  to 
shew  that  the  individual  had  resorted  to  the 
ordinary  means  of  procuring  redress.  If 
the  house  encouraged  this  practice  of  pe- 
titioning, without  its  being  shewn  that  other 
means  of  redress  had  been  attempted  in 
vain,  it  might  be  made  a  vehicle  of  slander. 
The  words  of  a  Judge,  giving  his  opinion 
In  the  manner  prescribed  by  an  act  of 
parliameht,  had  been  complained  of,  be- 
cause that  opinion  was,  that  the  libel  was 
the  grossest  that  had  ever  been  publish- 
ed. And  supposing  it  was  so«>for  so  it 
ought  to  be  taken  at  present — the  house 
ought  not  readily  to  give  way  to  these 
iTake  accusations.  He  would,  however, 
not  oppose  the  laytog  the  Petition  on  the 


table  ;  though  he  hoped  it  would  foriti 
no  ground  tor  any  subsequent  proceed- 
ing. 

fc1r  Francis  Burdett  in  explanation,  said, 
that  he  had  not  spoken  under  a  miscon- 
ception. He  knew  that  the  sending  the 
individual  to  Dorchester  constituted  part 
of  the  sentence  of  the  court;  but  the  go- 
vernment having  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing accuser,  judge,  and  jury,  any  accused 
person  was,  in  clFrct,  placed  at  its  discre- 
tion. These  sentences  were  not,  indeed, 
unprecedented,  but  they  were  new  since 
the  Revolution. 

Sir  James  Graham  affirmed,  that  the 
most  respectable  freeholders  were  alwayl 
summoned  for  Juries. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said  he  had  another. Pe- 
tition  from  John  Harriot  Hart,  a  person 
confined  in  Gloucester  gaol  for  the  samd 
olfence,  and  who  was  tried  at  the  same 
time  as  Mr.  White,  as  the  Printer  and 
Publisher  of  the  Independent  Whig. 
There  were  two  circumstances  mentioned 
in  this  Petition,  which  appeared  to  him  to 
be  very  severe,  and  somewhat  extraordi- 
nary. He  complained,  that  He  was  pre- 
vented from  using  any  fermented  liquors. 
This  he  thought  very  hard,  for,  in  many 
instances,  such  liquors  were  deemed  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  preservation  of  a 
man's  health,  and  therefore  the  indiscri- 
minate and  total  denial  of  them  seemed 
very  harSh.  Another  complaint  was,  thai 
all  letters  and  papers  sent  to  him  were 
subject  to  inspection.  This  was  very  dif- 
ferent treatment,  and  much  more  severe 
than  that  of  Mr.  White,  and  he  was  sur- 
prised it  was  permitted,  as  justice  seemed 
to  say  decidedly,  that  for  the  same  oftenoe 
there  should  be  the  same  measure  of  pu- 
nishment. He  would  not  say  whether  he 
should  bring  forward  any  motion  on  the 
subject  till  me  question  m  the  house  of 
lords  was  determined ;  but  he  hoped  that 
in  the  mean  time  those  who  had  it  in  their 
power  would  take  care  that  justice  should 
be  fairly  dispensed.  In  allusion  to  what 
had  fallen  from  an  hon.  friend  of  his  on 
the  other  side  of  the  house,  that  he  waJ 
surprised  he  would  present  a  petition 
from  persons  who  were  of  that  description, 
viz.  libellers,  his  answer  to  this  was,  he 
thought  that  a  strong  reason  why  he 
should  bring  it  up;  lor  obnoxious  per- 
sons were  generally  those  seized  on  by 
the  executive  government,  and  were  the 
means  by  which  such  proceedings  creep 
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into  practice,  and  which  might  afterwards 
become  detrimental  and  injurious  to  the 
subjects  in  the  general. — 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

[Offices  in  Reversion  Bill.]  Lord 
Porchester  requested  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  few  observations  he  had  to 
submit  to  their  consideration,  previous  to 
his  bringing  forward  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice.  The  Bill  which  it 
was  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in,  was,  word  for  word,  the  same  as  that 
which  had  already  twice  passed  that  house, 
but  which  had  as  often  been  rejected  by 
the  house  of  lords,  on  the  ground  of  its 
being  desirable  that  the  business  should  be 
further  considered.  This  question  had  al- 
ready received  the  most  ample  investiga- 
tion and  discussion.  The  measure,  his 
lordship  observed,  which  he  recommended 
was  no  object  originating  in  his  own  legis- 
lative views,  it  grew  out  of  two  Reports  of 
that  house,  and  was  the  first  practical  act 
recommended  for  adoption  by  two  succes- 
sive committees  appointed  by  that  house. 
In  that  house  it  had  been  on  former  occa- 
sions received  without  a  dissentient  voice  ; 
even  the  king's  ministers  did  not  feel  it 
cither  justifiable  or  politic  to  interfere  with 
it  in  its  passage  through  that  house.  But 
an  opposition  formidable  in  its  means  and 
persevering  in  its  hostility  appeared  in  ano- 
ther branch  of  the  legislature,  and  was  for 
a  time  successful,  not  only  against  the 
unanimous  feeling  of  that  house,  but  also 
against  the  general  and  expressive  voice  of 
the  country.  The  principle  of  the  measure, 
after  some  modifications,  had  however  at 
length  passed  that  house,  meeting  in  its 
progress  considerable  opposition  in  a 
quarterwere  one  should  suppose  every  du- 
ty to  the  country  and  every  regard  to 
personal  dignity  forbade  intrusion.  The 
opposition  that  was  there  exerted,  was 
a  question  of  no  easy  solution,  but  the  pro- 
test which  was  subsequently  affixed  upon 
the  Journals  of  that  house,  held  no  in- 
considerable rank  amongst  the  follies  of 
prii^ces  either  of  past  or  present  times. 
For  that  extraordinary  record  of  hu<aan 
ingenuity  he  could  not  assign  any  ration- 
al motive,  and  for  that  best  of  all  rea- 
sons that  no  rational  cause  was  assignable. 
Every  man  who  venerated  the  throne 
and  lofed  the  constitution,  saw  with  pain 
the  names  affixed  to  that  protest  (alluding 
to  the  signatures  of  the  Dukes  of  York, 
Cumberland  and  Cambridge  to  the  protest 
?gaiost  the  present  Reversion  Act).    That 


feeling,  however  painful,  was  considerably- 
alleviated  by  the  consideration  that  the 
prince  nearest  to  the  throne,  and  first  in 
the  public  estimation  and  hopes,  had  too 
great  a  knowledge  of  the  interests,  and  too 
strong  an  affection  for  the  constitution  of 
his  country,  to  commit  his  character  and 
his  principles  by  giving  his  august  signa* 
ture  to  such  a  record.  The  nature  of  the 
Bill  he  meant  to  propose  was  perfectly  well 
known  to  the  house  :  for  the  value  of  it  he 
would  refer  them  to  the  third  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  Finance.  As  to  ahy 
objection  that  might  be  made  to  the  bill^ 
Ahere  was  only  one  wjiich  he  could  antici- 
pate, viz.  that  this  was  not  a  convenient 
time  to  bring  forward  such  a  measure.  He 
was  <f  a  different  opinion  ;  he  thought  this 
was  just  the  most  convenient  time  that 
could  be  hit  upon  for  the  purpose,  and  that 
the  least  procrastination  would  be  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  the  public.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  just  acknow- 
ledged there  was  no  great  pressure  of  busi- 
ness ;  but  if  there  wa?*,  it  ^^'as  their  duty  to 
make  time  convenient  when  thev  had  im- 
portant duties  to  discharge,  and  lie  trusted 
they  were  now  reassembled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  following  up  the  most  anxious 
wishes  of  the  house  and  of  the  country. 
Delays  were  always  injurious,  and  in  the 
stormy  times  in  which  we  lived  every  to- 
morrow brought  its  griefs  and  difficulties 
along  with  it ;  and  if  they  suffered  them 
to  go  on  accumulating,  they  might  grow 
too  cumbrous  to  get  rid  of.  He  trusted 
the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord  Castlereagh), 
from  the  experience  he  had  in  the  business 
of  reversionary  grants,  w^ould  afford  the 
house  some  information  ;  at  least,  the  re- 
sult of  his  frequent  practice.  He  did  not 
require  from  that  noble  lord  to  dive  into  the 
chronicles  of  Ireland.  They  were  no  old 
legends  from  which  he  wished  his  lordship 
to  draw  his  stores.  AU  that  was  wanted 
was  of  his  own  memory^  contemporaneous 
with  his  own  time,  nay  with  his  own  offi- 
cial existence.  It  was  for  him  to  give  the 
catalogue  of  the  reversionary  grants  which 
beyond  numbers  he  had  given  ;  grants  of 
offices,  not  in  reversion,  but  what  ought 
to  be  better  termed,  in  resurrection,  which 
the  noble  lord  had  conferred  upon  succes* 
sive  generations  to  come,  with  the  hope 
of  atoning  for  the  period  during  which  the 
same  offices  lay  dormant  for  generations 
that  were  past.  The  fate  of  his  proposed 
Bill  the  nob  e  lord  (Porchester)  said,  was 
connected  with  the  incipient  progress  of 
that  temperate  Reform,  which  the  country 
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and  the  stormy  period  of  this  age  demand- 
ed. It  was  for  minUters  to  consider 
ihe  course  which  they  now  intended  to 
pursue ;  and  he  trusted  they  would  not, 
at  least  on  the  present  occasion,  indulge 
themselves  as  heretofore,  in  the  capacity 
©f  motes.  The  house  ought  to  feel  it«para> 
mount  duty  ;  it  should  recollect  that  this 
was  the  first  practical  measure  of  Reform 
which  Committees  appointed  by  itself  had 
most  strenuously  recommended.  Ii  should 
guard  against  that  ministry,  which  since 
its  accession  to  office  had  endeavour' :d  to 
freeze  up  that  general  current  of  temperate 
Reform  which  their  predecessors  had  set  in 
motion.  Wh*  never  they  should  send  this 
bill  to  the  lords  (and  he  hoped  the  house 
woald  decidedly  determine  to  do  so,  as 
loon  as  Itcould  with  convenience  be  passed) 
he  supposed  they  would  be  told  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  it,  as  they  had  at  this 
moment  a  suspension  Bill,  that  prevented 
the  disposal  of  places  in  i^eversion,  till  six 
weeks  after  the  meeting  of  parliament  in 
the  next  session.  But  this  was  a  strong  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  the  bill  being  now 
brought  in  and  passed,  for  if  it  was  not 
carried  in  the  course  of  the  present  session, 
six  weeks  would  be  too  short  a  period,  and 
the  lords  might  take  advantage  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, till  the  house  had  driven  their 
lordships  into  a  corner,  as  they  had  done 
before  m  the  case  of  the  Non-residenct 
bill,  when  they  might  urge  that  as  a  reason 
for  rejecting  the  bill ;  in  which  case,  the 
Suspension  Bill  would  expire,  and  many 
offices  mieht  be  granted  in  reversion, 
which  could  not  be  abolished  till  after  the 
death  of  the  grantee,  who  was  frequently 
an  infant  at  the  time  of  the  grant.  Six 
weeks  was  therefore  too  short  a  time  to 
trust  to;  the  Suspension  Bill  took  eighteen 
weeks  in  passing  through  both  houses,  and 
it  consequently  behoved  the  house  to  do 
its  duty  in  the  present  instance  and  take 
time  by  the  forelock.  They  must  spenk 
plainly  the  truth.  Princes  had  frowned 
on  their  undertaking,  and  when  princes 
frowned,  subjects  were  apt  to  tremble. 
Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  house  wr>uld 
by  delay  put  them  in  better  humour? 
Was  it  in  that  manner  that  Magna  Charta 
bad  been  obtained  by  our  bi*ave  ances- 
tors ?  Was  it  by  Waiting  like  needy  sup- 
plicants at  a  minister's  levee,  that  they 
were  to  expect  to  carry  their  point  ?  No 
they  must  be  strenuous,  active,  and  deter- 
mined, otherwise  they  would  continue  to 
fail  as  they  had  hitherto  done.  He  was 
glad  to  see  a  full  attendance  of  ministers ; 
Vol.  XIV.    ^ 


if  they  meant  to  oppose  the  bill,  he  hoped 
th^y  would  do  it  in  a  manly  way.  I^et 
them  not  give  sinister  supp>ort  and  silent 
opposition.  Let  them  not  come  with 
their  amendments  to  instruct  the  hous« 
how  to  model  their  conduct  and  thd 
bill,  so  as  to  render  both  agreeable  to 
the  lords.  If  advice  they  will  give, 
let  it  be  to  princes  to  respect  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  house,  and  not  to  the 
house  to  study  the  means  of  pleasing 
princes.  Let  them  seriously  shew  thos« 
princes,  that  the  wealth  and  splendour 
with  which  they  are  invested,  come  from 
the  liberality  of  the  people,  through  \h% 
medium  of  that  house ;  and  that  notwith- 
standing they  are  indeed  the  rich  foliage 
of  the  Corinthian  capital,  yet  the  strength 
of  it  is  in  the  shaft.  When  a  prince  took 
upon  him  to  write  to  that  house,  thero 
could  remain  but  little  doubt  that  he  had 
met  with  those  in  that  bouse  who  bad 
been  ready  to  aid  him  with  advice  on  the  oc- 
casion. Let  them  extend  that  advice  wher« 
it  was  fully  as  much  wanted,  or  they  would 
not  fulfil  the  duties  of  their  station.  If 
they  faultered  and  wavered  in  so  doing, 
they  might  shew  they  were  ready  "  to 
ride  on  the  whirlwind/'  but  totally  incapa- 
ble of  "  directing  the  storm."  The  time* 
were  severe  and  scrutinizing.  On  this 
occasion,  the  conduct  and  character  of  the 
house  was  more  at  stake  than  at  most  qther 
times.  The  present  was  a  period  in  which 
measures  were  not  of  much  weight,  unless 
supported  by  character.  It  miaht,  perhaps, 
be  objected  to  the  bill  that  it  was  a  bill  of 
selection ;  it  was  well  known  reversions 
were  given  to  children,  and,  therefore,  the 
offices  to  be  abolished  must  be  selected. 
Ft  eling  this  a  part  of  a  system  to  which  the 
housejiad  pledged  itself,  he  was  anxious tp 
know  if  they  would  follow  up  their  measure. 
Delay  could  only  increa^ie  the  difficiilties ; 
and  the  house  should  feel  that  it  was  a 
measure  called  for  by  the  country  with 
universal  acclaim.  He  wits  the  enemy  to 
innovation  when  he  called  upon  parlia- 
ment to  effect  temperate  reform.  In  do- 
ing so,  he  by  no  means  acceded  to  the 
opinion,  that  the  period  in  which  he  lived 
was  amongst  the  worst  tiroes  of  the  con- 
stitution. He,  on  the  contrary,  believed, 
that  liberty  and  <  onstitutional  blessings 
were  better  felt  by  the  present  generation 
than  by  our  ancestors.  Theirs  was  th« 
keenness  of  pur^^uit,  ours  the  calmness  of 
enjoyment.  And  it  was-»herefore  nothing 
but  infatuation,  that  could  urge  princes  at 
this  mopnent  to  raise  the  warhoop  of  pr^ 
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rbgatl^e ;  to  doabt  the  constitdtronal  at- 
tachmertt  6f  that  bouse  to  the  execOtive, 
amd  to  create  gettera!  distrust  throughoiit 
the  empire.  They  ought  to  have  been 
better  lessbned  ;  liiat  his  apprehenj^lon  was 
thkt  they  wei'e  not  apt  scholars.  The 
house  Vias  ndw  called  Upon  to  decide  a 
rtOiit  hilportant  point.  Having  carried  a 
measure  <3f  gretit  political  magnitude, 
ifrhich  had  been  rejected  by  the  lords 
merely  on  the  grbund  of  obtaining  tinie 
fbr  itiqiiiry,  as  the  Ibrds  h^td  now  thfe  Re- 
pfort  which  dffhrded  them  the  fulfest  ihfor- 
Aation  on  the  subject,  it  became  the  duty 
frt'thit  house,  by  passing  the  present  Bill, 
to  Shew  that  they  t\'ere  as  much  and  a^ 
/feelingly  alive  to  the  public  ihterfests  as 
tiheh  they  firSt  brought  fdVwird  (he  mea- 
•tirfe.  He  \<otild  not  therfefdre  ittipA^ 
fbrth^r  t>n  their  tittie,  but  moved,  "  That 
Ifeave  bfe  given  tb  bring  in  a  BHl  to  J^rbhi- 
bit  the  granting  of  Offices  in  Rbversibti, 
6r  for  joint  lives  ivith  benefit  of  survivor- 

The  C^/incellor  qf  itit  Etchequer  iv?LS  iUr- 

{rized  at  the  way  in. which  the  noble  lord 
ad  chos'm  to  magnify  the  present  sub- 
ject, as  if  the  endeavour  to  carry  it,  w'cr'e 
similar  tb  the  struggles  of  our  ancestors 
for  Ma^na  Chdrta  and  the  Bill  of  Rights ; 
ind  as  if  it  comprised  within  itsdf  every 
thing  vital  to  the  constitution.  For  hts 
parf,  he  had  never  disguised  his  bpinibn 
6£  the  bill.  He  c9uld  nevet-  see  in  it  that 
importance  which  was  attached  to  !t  by 
many  ;  he  did  not  perceive  that  it  cbtt- 
^ined  any  serious  attack  on  the  prek-oga- 
tives  of  the  crown  :  and  much  less  did  ne 
conceive  thit  it  comprehended  any  valu- 
able acquisition  to  the  privileges  of  the 
people,  or  Would  lead  tb  any  conaiderable 
alleviation  of  the  public  burdens.  As  an 
Economical  measure  it  was  nothing,  or 
^ther  it  would  prove  probably  injurious  ; 
for  there  wei'e  instances  in  which  at  pre- 
sent services  were  rewarded  with  rever- 
sions, which  services,  if  the  proposed  bill 
were  to  become  a  law,  must  receive  some 
immediate  reward  of  perhaps  greater  va- 
lue.— Having  stated  what  had  always  been 
his  opinion  on  the  present  measure,  he» 
should  now  mention  what  were  his  grounds 
for  opposing  the  introduction  of  the  bill 
at  present.  He  ohjiected  to  it  principally, 
because  the  bill  was  not  at  present  neces- 
sary. They  had  at  this  moment  an  act 
which  would  not  expire  till  six  weeks  after 
fte  commencement  of  the  next  sessibn  of 
parliament.  They  were  thus  guarded 
against  the  granting  of  further  reversions 


in  the  ntean  time,  and,  fn  the  cour^  bf  th* 
neJct  iveek,  they  virould,  pursnartt  to  thB 
rtotifce  of  the  hbn.  gent,  opposite  {Mr, 
Martin),  h^vb  a  iteport  under  Considera- 
tibii,  the  effect  of  the  discus^on  upon 
which  tiroold  go  to  determine,  Whether 
any  of  these  offices  should  bte  abdlished  } 
Under  thef^e  circumstances,  to  discuss  thfe 
bill  at  present,  appeared  to  him  inexpedi- 
ent ahd  premature.  The  instafnce  or  thtf 
Residence  Bill  was  not  in  point.  Had 
that  bill  nrtt  been  passed  before  the  expi- 
nitibnof  the  temporary  ttiea^Ure,  consider^ 
able  Mh  would  have  ensued  ;  but  should 
a  bill  for  abolishing  reversions  be  intro- 
duced in  the  next  session  of  parliament, 
and  should  it  not  rteach  the  period  of  itt 
passing  hitb  a  law,  befbre  the  expiration 
of  the  Suspension  Aet,  could  it  for  a  mn- 
iflent  bte  supposed  that  dhy  minister  Would 
Advise  his  majesty  tb  gVant  a  reversioit 
under  iUch  cirbum^tknbfes.  ahd  thus  to  t»ki* 
atTvanttige  of  the  interval  of  a  fortnight  or 
three  Weeks,  that  inight  elapse,  alt  a  time 
when  the  attention  of  parliament  would 
be  io  steadily  directed  towards  thte  sub- 
ject ? — ^The  m)lile  lord  had  stated,  that  thi§ 
constitution  6f  this  eblmtry  was  hev^r 
more  entire,  toor  more  perfect,  than  at  thit 
mbihent.  In  (his  htft  cbnbuited.  Was  it 
'  not  fit,  therefbt'e,  that  we  should  look 
with  jealousy  to  any  plan  by  which  it  was 
proposed  to  ihiprove  it ;  and  thit  if  onr 
cbnstitutibn  was  now  rt6st  pehfect,  Wi 
Aouid.beware  of  those  specious  arguments 
of  Ireform,  which  might  have  the  eflfect  of 
causing  us  to  lose  what  we  at  present  so 
happily  enjoyed  ?  He  only  wished  thd 
hou^e  to  pause.  There  would  be  Sufficient 
time  during  the  next  session  even  to  think 
of  thiis  bill,  if  it  should  be  deenied  neces- 
sary. Upon  these  ^grounds,  therefore,  he 
should  feel  himself  in  duty  bound  to  op- 
pose the  motion  of  the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Bankcs  said  he  had  not  entertained 
any  intention  of  coming  forward  with  thia 
motion  during  the  present  session,  because, 
iVom  the  general  view  which  he  took  of  the 
question,  and  the  most  mature  consider- 
ation of  all  the  circumstances,  he  thought  it 
most  Wise  t6  defer  any  further  consideration 
6f  the  subject,  till  the  next  session.  How- 
ever, though  he  had  brought  th€  existing 
bill  into  the  house  when  it  first  originated, 
yet,  aware  as  he  was  that  when  once 
brouffht  in,  it  became  public  property,  he 
could  not  help  saying  he  Wished  the  noble 
lord  who  had  takett  it  up  every  success. 
If  the  noble  lord  entertained  a  djfTerent 
opinion  of  it,  and  of  the  policy  of  bilnging 
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likely  to  be  at^oded  with  an  j  econoiiucal 
effbcts.  He  would  only  ask  bioi  to  appeal 
to  the  Umited  reibnuji  of  Mr.  PiU,  of  all 
the  reformers  in  this  country,  and  of  all 
the  ministers  in  Ireland,  and  he  would  see 
that  the  grand  obstacle  to  all  vational  re** 
form  was  this  very  Reversion  system.  Had 
it  been  in  time  abolished,  they  and  thu 
public  would  not  now  be  pressed  as  they 
weire  by  the  multitude  of  places  held  ia 
Eeversipn  both  here  and  in  Ireland.  Tha 
right  hon.  gent,  had  objected  also  in  point 
of  time  to  this  bill.  What  was  there  then 
so  ytry  pressing  between  this  session  and 
the  next  to  prevent  its  present  discussion  I 
He  knew  of  nothing.  The  case  would  in* 
deed  have  been  altered^  had  it  been  a  new 
measure  unconsidered  of,  and  nev^r  beibrt 
the  subject  of  discussion  ;  but  this,  which 
had  been  repeatedly  argued,  and  whick 
had  been  even  carried  unanimously  in  that 
house,  could  sorely  now  not  need  muck 
time  for  deliberation.  It  could  not  need 
the  flection  of  a  year  to  mature  it.  The 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchef^ 
Quer,  had  however  even  gone  to  his  study 
u>r  the  purpose  of  ofay ect ions,  and  had 
found  out  in  his  researches  a  notice  of « 
motion  on  the  Order  Book.  Now  hf 
could  not  anticipate  what  might  be  the 
niatter  or  object  of  that  motion,  and  so 
should  not  have  made  it  the  ground  of  am 
objection.  For  his  P^^^*  ^  hoped,  that 
motion  would  treat  of  many  more  subjects, 
and  take  a  much'  more  comprehensive 
scope,  than  that  which  the  Reversion  topic 
afforded.  But  even  suppose  it  did  treat  of 
places  in  Reversion,  how  did  that  or  could 
it  militate  against  tlie  present  Bill  ? — Leav* 
ing  these  objections,  if,  indeed,  they  could 
be  called  objections,  quite  out  of  the  way, 
there  was  one  point  which  he  should  con- 
sider as  conclusive  on  the  subject,  and  that 
was  the  respect  due  to  the  house  of  lords : 
this  was  a  Bill  on  which,  although  thero 
existed  but  one  opinion  in  the  lower  hoiise« 
still  in  the  upper  one  much  d^ifierence  was 
known  to  exist.  Why  not  give  them  time, 
then,  for  full  and  mature  deliberation  ?  Th^ 
importance  of  this  Bill  had  even  been  at- 
tempted to  be  deprecated  ;  and  the  right 
hon.  gent,  chose  to  denotninate  it  a  spe* 
cious  pretext  of  reform  !  When  it  was  nrst 
brought  forward,  however,  even  he  agreed 
to  it,  and  of  course  if  it  ^vas  only  a  specious 
pretext  of  reform,  he  in  supporting  it  aided 
its  speciousness,  and  abandoned  bisduty« 
— He  entertained  a  very  diMerent  opinion 
of  it,  and  therefore  would  gxje  it  his  moat 
hearty  support  j  he  yrould  support  it  now^ 


k  lorwovd  at  this  time,  be  had  vadonbt- 
c4ly  done  right  in  submitting  his  motion 
W  thf  house.  He  bad  himself,  in  the  last 
testton,  brought  in  his  second  measure,  the 
Sospenaioo  Bill,  not.  from  choice  but  ne- 
cessity;  prudential  reasons  operating  on 
bis  mind  to  press  <no  further  at  that 
period  the  bill  for  restraining  the  preroga- 
tive. In  this  line  of  conduct  he  had  been 
fupported  by  the  arguments  of  the  Chan- 
oeUor  of  the  Exchequer ;  and  in  the  Third 
fteport,  which  bad  been  since  laid  upon  the 
tibie,  th»  <|«estioQ  bad  been  moderately, 
CQolly,  and  he  hoped,  constitutionally  dis- 
cussed. He  had  it  «ot  in  his  power  to 
carry  bis  wishes  to  their  full  extent,  but 
be  was  giad  to  do  as  much  good  as  he 
pould,  though  he  could  not  do  all  he  wish- 
ed. A  temperate  discussion  of  the  bill, 
now  that  it  was  brought  forward,  was  cer- 
tainly Qttost  adviseab& ;  asKi  he,  entertain- 
ing his  farmer  sentiments  with  respect  to 
it,  would  of  course  give  it  his f support, 
tkoogb  he  would  much  sooner  it  had  not 
tomm  at  present  under  their  consideration. 
He  must  do  tha  Chancellor  of  the  Exohe- 
qner  the  justice  to  say,  that  his  opinions 
09  ike  bill  were  .Uiii£)rmly  the  ssLitie,  and 
tba^  i^e  never  had  ^pressed  any  sanguine 
hope  of  an  economical  result  from  it.  In 
this  pfi'ml,  however,  be  undoubiedjy  dif- 
fered from  him,  and  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  much  retrenchment  with  great 
pobUc  advantage  might  take  place  in  many 
offices,  such  ipr  instance  as  in  those  of 
Tellers  of  the  Exchequer.  He  had  been 
iodiici^  thus  shortly  to  state  his  sentiments 
s«  the  bin,  in  order  to  set  the  house  right 
u  to  his  vmvs  o£  h,  and  that  they  might 
see  bo  was  not  actuated  by  any  spirit  of 
indiflBbrence  on  the  occasion,  nor  could  be 
induced  to  abandon  a  measure  in  which 
the  good  of  the  country  was  so  deeply  in- 
terested. He  thought  there  was  time 
enough  lor  a  full  consideration  W  the  b»ll 
in  the  six  weeks  which  had  been  reserved 
for  it  iu  the  next  session,  and  much  wished 
its  discussion  had  been  deferred  to  that 
peciod ;  but  since  it  had  been  brought 
forward  he  would  support  it  to  the  utmost. 
Lood  tf*  Petty  observed,  that  alter  l^ 
great  length  at  which  the  noble  mover 
had  gone  into  this  Question,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  iuvestigate  its  merits  very 
largely.  He  .could  not  belp,  however,  re- 
markiagabortLy  upon  the  arguments  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exoliequer,  as  they  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  very  extraordinary. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  had  began  by  re- 
narking,  that  he  did  oot  think  ihis  bill 
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loo,  because  he  respected  the  bouse  of 
lords,  and  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  de- 
lay in  the  commons^  where  the  minds  of 
all  were  unanimous  on  the  measure. 

Mr.  Ttcrncy  remarked  strongly  upon  the 
silence  of  ministers,  whose  speeches  were 
withheld,  but  whose  opinions  might  be 
guessed  at.  One  right  hon.  gent,  alone 
delivered  his  sentiments  on  the  measure, 
who  pretended  not  to  be  unfriendly  to  it, 
but  to  object  to  it  only  on  the  point  of 
time>  while  others  opposed  it  in  silence. 
He  was  of  opinion,  not  only  that  the 
measure  was  in  time,  but  that  it  was  in 
strict  parliamentary  time.  He  was  of 
course  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  stating 
his  own  opinions  generally  on  the  bill; 
answer  objections  he  could  not,  for  none 
had  been  made.  One  point,  indeed, 
•nd  one  only  had  been  made,  and  that 
>was,  as  he  had  just  stated >  with  re- 
spect to  time;  the  six  weeks  of  next  ses- 
sion would,  it  was  said,  be  sufhcient  for 
the  discussion  of  the  bill,  and  were  pur- 
posely allowed  f{  r  it.  The  six  weeks  were 
allowed  for  no  such  purpose ;  but  they 
were  allowed  to  guard  the  house  against 
a  strained  exertion  of  the  prerogative  in 
proroguing  parliament  during  the  session, 
before  the  house  had  come  to  a  decision 
on  the  subject. — It  was  said  that  we 
need  not  be  in  such  a  violent  hurry  now 
to  render  this  bill  perpetual,  because, 
while  the  Suspension  Act  continued,  no 
place  in  reversion  could  be  granted.  What! 
was  he  to  be  told  this,  when  he  knew  that  on 
this  very  Suspension  Act  passing,  a  minister 
had  been  bold  enough  to  say,  that  he 
would  not  hesitate  to  advise  his  majesty 
to  grant  a  place  in  reversion  immediately, 
and  that  for  no  other  reason  than  because 
such  a  bill  had  passed!  (Hear!  hear!) 
The  lords  had  before  objected  to  the  bill. 
Did  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
know  that  the  lords  had  changed  their 
minds  on  the  subject  ?  If  they  had  not, 
send  the  bill,  then,  to  them  in  time,  and 
let  them  deliberate  fully  upon  it.  Let  the 
people  see  that  Parliament  was  interested, 
as  far  as  it  could,  to  relieve  their  bur- 
thens. He  was  no  advocate  for  giving 
way  to  popular  clamour,  but  he  would 
never  advise  any  set  of  men  to  oppose 
right  by  way  of  showing  that  they  would 
not  succumb  to  public  opinion.  Would 
it  not  be  a  pretty  thing  to  say  to  the  peo- 

gle  (by  way  of  evincing  Spirit),  *'  we 
ave  agreed  on  a  measure  for  years ;  but 
now  since  we  see  you  wish  to  have  it 
carried,  we  will  disagree  to  it,  and  there's 


your  clamour  for  you!**  He  would  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  he 
any  measure  to  ground  upon  the  Third 
Report?  W^hat!  he  has  not;  he  would 
have  it  lie  oh  the  table  a  dead  letter,  and 
he  would  demand  as  a  consequence  of  such 
conduct,  the  confidence  of  the  people. 
— He  was  glad  this  Third  Report  had  been 
made  the  subject  of  a  motion  on  a  future 
day,  though  he  confessed  he  would  wish 
that  such  a  motion  should  have  qome 
from  those  in  power,  because  their  ofHcial 
authority  would  have  given  it  more  weight. 
He  agreed  that  little  good  as  to^  the  reduc- 
tion of  taxes  could  be  occasioned  by  this 
measure ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  ministehr 
by  concurring  in  it,  would  shew  an  inclina* 
tion  to  reduce  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
and  to  produce  economy  where  it  could  be 
produced.  From  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
men opposite  he  expected  nothing.  One 
of  them  did  not  thuik  the  measure  worth 
opposing,  and  the  other  two  observed  a 
strict  silence.  From  the  house,  however, 
he  bad  better  expectations.  He  hoped 
they  would  recollect  that  during  the  last 
sessions  they  were  unanimous,  and  would 
by  their  vote  of  that  night  shew  that  they 
were  still  willins^  to  do* something  to  grati- 
fy the  wishes  of  the  country. — ^Those  in 
power,  indeed,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  particular,  seemed  to  get 
bolder  and  bolder  every  day  against  Re- 
form. Why  ?  Because  popular  clamour, 
was  raised  in  its  favour  perhaps.  He 
would  advise  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
and  his  colleagues  ^  abandon  such  a 
course  ;  he  would  seriously  advise  them 
not  to  treat  too  lightly  the  heat  of  the 
people.  Why  was  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  so  strenuous  against  reform  ? 
Why  did  he  not  endeavour  to* retrench 
unnecessary  expences,  useless  offices? 
A  noble  relation  of  his  (lord  Arden) 
held  a  situation,  or  indeed  two  situa- 
tions, whereof  the  proceeds  were  35,000/. 
a  year,  of  which,  for  the  collection, 
23,000/.  was  expended,  and  in  whose  hands 
for  the  last  seventeen  years,  an  annual  ba- 
lance of  200,000/.  remained.  He  would 
support  the  motion  as  tending  to  di- 
minish the  too  great  influence  of  the 
crown,  and  to  reduce  the  unnecessary  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money. 

The  Chancellor  <^thc  Erc^e^ti^  explained 
as  to  the  allusions  which  had  been  made  to 
his  noble  relation's  oflices ;  the  balance 
did  not  remain  in  his  hands,  it  was  lodged 
in  the  Bank. 

Mr.  Whithrcad  commented  on  ihe  sur- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


101  ]  PARL.  DEBATES,  April  2+,  1 809— Q^  in  Amnion  Bill. 


prising  silence  with  which  ministers  were 
afflicted  all  of  a  sudden  ;  it  was  one  of 
their  periodical  fits.  He  remembered,  in- 
deed, one  occasion  on  which  a  plain  blunt 
man,  telling  a  plain  blunt  story,  produced 
a  splendid  tirade  from  the  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite,  (Mr.  Canning),  but  now  he 
teemed  completely  dumb;  there  was  no 
getting  a  word  from  him.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  liad,  fndeed,  conde- 
scended to  give  his  opinion  on  the  subject, 
and  what  had  he  said  ?  Why,  indeed,  this 
bill  would  produce  very  little  saving.  For 
his  part,  he  always  looked  with  a  jealous 
eye  at  such  expressions.  This  bill  might 
jfroduce  a  little  saving,  that  bill  might 
produce  a  little,  and  the  other  bill  pro- 
duce a  little,  and  all  these  little  savings 
rise  to  something  considerable.  He  was 
an  adTOcate  for  a  partial  reform,  but  he 
would  not  go  too  far  ;  much,  however, 
was  to  be  doqe  before  that  could  be  ob- 
jected. Many  Reports  on  the  table  were 
yet  to  be  considered,  and  those  reports 
would,  if  properly  attended  to,  prove  a 
mine  of  wealth.  Much  saving  might  yet 
be  eflected  by  economy,  "  Magnum  vec- 
"  tigal  parsimonia"  was  an  old  and  true 
saying.  But  this  saving  could  not  be 
effected,  because  the  people  thought  it  ne- 
cessary !  The  I^rd  Chancellor  had,  it 
seems,  said  he  would  advise  the  king  to 
grant  an  office  in  reversion,  merely  be- 
cause the  Suspension  Bill  was  passed. 
Perhaps  he  would  wish  to  give  that  advice 
in  order  that  his  royal  master  micht  fix 
upon  him  for  the  reversion  (A  laugh.) 
That  noble  lord  was,  it  seems,  a  great  re- 
versionist  himself,  and  on  that  account 
would  not  wish  so  good  a  thing  should  be 
abolished.  The  Chancellor  of  the  lixche- 
qucr,  too,  deprecated  the  nomination  of 
committees,  *'  wide-wasting''  committees, 
as  they  had  been  called ;  they  did  waste  a 
little  indeed  ;  they  wasted  the  Bank  a 
little/  and  they  wasted  the  East  India  Di- 
rectors a  little,  and  they  were  even  power- 
ful enough  to  waste  the  Dutth-Commis- 
sioners  (A  laugh).  Oh  !  they  were  in- 
deed "  wide-wasting"  Committees  !  He 
hoped  ministers  would  be  pleased  to  deli- 
ver their  sentiments  on  the  subject :  their 
silence,  indeed,  reminded  him  of  an  old 
story  which  he  once  heard  of  the  monkeys. 
The  monkeys,  it  was  said,  could  speak  if 
they  would,  but  they  were  too  cunning, 
for  they  knew  if  they  spoke  they  would 
be  made  to  work  ;  and  just  so  the  minis- 
ters chose  to  remain  dumb,  lest  they 
night  be  employed. 


[20f 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  that  he  felt 
himself  always  at  liberty  to  exercise  his 
discretion  as  to  the  period  of  the  debate 
in  which  he  thought  proper  to  rise.  The 
vote  he  should  now  give  was  in  exact  con- 
formity with  that  he  had  given  before. 
With  respect  to  the  question  of  Reversions, 
he  did  not  think  it  of  such  importance  a« 
the  noble  lord  seemed  to  imagine  ;  there 
was  no  need  of  passion  on  the  occasion. 
It  might  be  said  against  Reversions,  that 
they  put  it  out  of  his  majesty's  power  to 
reward  services,  because  they  anticipated 
grants ;  but  it  might  be  urged  on  the  other 
side,  that  they  afibrded  a  stimulant  to  the 
public  man  by  the  consideration  that  the 
reward  of  his  labours  would  descend  to  hit 
children  ;  either  side  might  be  embraced 
without  subjecting  the  advocate  to  the  im- 
putation of  any  unfair  principle.  Upon 
the  whole,  he  thought  that  the  arguments 
in  favour  of  Reversions  were  better  than 
those  against  them.  The  public  feeling, 
he  was  aware,  lay  on  the  other  side,  and 
in  balanced  and  doubtful  cases,  that  consi- 
deration ought  to  decide  them.  If  there 
was  a  difference  between  the  two  houses 
of  parliament,  that  was  not  the  moment  to 
renew  the  diflerence  ;  he  would  follow  up 
his  vote  of  the  former  night,  by  continuing 
to  act  on  the  suspension  up  to  the  time 
agreed  to.  With  respect  to  the  advice 
which  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  been  said 
to  have  stated,  that  he  should  feel  no  hesi- 
tation to  give  to  his  majesty,  he  could  only 
say,  that  the  whole  story  was  new  to  him  ; 
he  had  n^ver  heard  it  before,  and  did  not 
believe  it.  He  hoped  he  had  exculpated 
himself  from  the  charge  of  inconsistency, 
or  any  inclination  to  avoid  the  discussion 
of  the  question. 

Mr.  Fonsoniy  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the 
measure  now  proposed  having  the  effect 
of  interfering  with  or  obstructing  the  act 
of  last  session.  It  was  the  strongest  mode 
of  obstructing  an  act,  to  give  it  perpetual 
operation.  He  could  by  no  means  agree 
with  those  who  thought  the  present  mea- 
sure one  from  whichTittle  advantage  would 
be  derived.  It  would  both  diminish  the 
public  expence,  and  also  diminish  the 
patronage  of  the  minister  of  the  day,  by 
preventing  him  from  pressing  the  future 
into  his  service,  and  confining  him  to 
what  he  had  now,  instead  of  extending 
his  power  over  what  might  not  be  disposa- 
ble for  40  or  50  years.  But,  if  he  could 
conceive  the  measure  of  little  importance 
in  itself,  it  had  become  of  the  highest  im- 
portance  in   consequence  of  the  circura^ 
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the  bouse  as  foJlQfWs : — Sir,  in  rising  for  th4 
pi^rpog^  of  making  the  motion  of  which  { 
gave  aotic^  for  this  day>  )  ^pr«h«nHi  it  if 
unnecessary  to  preface  it  w}th  *uy  obs^^r* 
YatioQS  as  to  its  importaAce.  I  shall  merely 
pursue  that  which  I  copceivi^  to  he  tbt 
mode  of  conduct  mp^  <:onforinaJbl^  to  the 
forms  of  the  housie.  It  is  inconsistent*  I 
believe,  with  thpse  forms  for  me  to  jn?k« 
at  6rst  ^ny  motion  of  censQre  upon  {tny, 
member  of  this  hou^e  ;  the  most  regular 
course,  being  tp  move  previously  thai  tba 
Evideuce^  upon  which  a  charge  isgroundf 
ed,  should  be  read>  fo  that  upon  that  eyi-* 
dence  certain  ResoUitions  may  be  grafted ; 
and  the  same  argument  that  may  be  \md 
to  induce  the  bouse  Ito  bear  that  evidepc^ 
read*  may  also  iod^ice  it  to  itdopt  tb^  sab- 
sequent  Resolutions.  In  the  first  plac^^ 
then,  J  shall  observe,  that  I  have  no  perso- 
nal hostility  to  the  noble  lord,  nor  any 
feeling  against  bim  iJ9  any  other  capacity 
than  that  of  his  official  character  and  pul>t 
lie  conduct.  If,  therefore,  in  the  course  of 
what  I  shall  submit  to  this  bouse,  I  shaU 
be  unfortunate  enough  to  use  any  ^ i^prt^^r 
sion  which  shall  at  all  appear  of  adifl^reoit 
character  than  th;^  which  I  aspribe  to  it, 
I  trust,  I  shall  be  as  willing  to  retract  it  a^ 
any  other  hon.  member  can  be  ioclined  la 
disapprove  it. — There  is  one,  apd  on)y  ooe^ 
point  which  J  have  to  offer  with  regard 
to  myself,  in  t^ing  upon  me  to  bring  this 
business  before  the  bouse.  It  may  be  ia 
the  recollection  of  many,  at  le^t  it  is  iit 
the  recollection  of  those  who  bavii  taken 
any  notice  of  my  public  conduct,  that  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  sjtaadii?g  as  foTf 
ward  as  any  other  aiemb^r  m  puriaiing  det 
lioqueoycy  of  this  n^re,  and  I  should  £e»e} 
it  oot  less  inconsistent  with  the  duty  I  owe 
to  this  boA^ae,  than, with  the  maintenance 
of  tliat  character  which  I  hope  I  p:osse^, 
if  I  were  to  overlook  the  facts  disclosed  14 
the  Evidence  taken  before  the  East  Indi^ 
Committee.^  It  will  be  rem^i^bered  ithAt 
some  years  a^,  my  utmost  endeavoufia 
were  not  waatmg  to  produce  the  deteic^iM 
of  that  guilt  with  which  AJexaiT^r  Uavi* 
son  was  connected,  and  that  two  yeam 
ago  I  was  not  less  assiduous  in  a  ^imiUr 

fursuk.  In  that,  as  in  all  other  ins^taiQce^ 
hope  it  will  be  admitlM^  that  J  b^e  Got* 
bwed  the  same  course  of  hQS^ilii.y  lo  oorir 
ruption^  that  whatever  was  due  Ao  th^ 
Honour  of  this  house,  and  th^  m^pon  ^ 

*  The  Report  of  the  Committee  will  b« 
(bund  in  the  Appendix  t«   the  preseal 


ataacee  which  had  attended  it,  and  which 
went  to  aiifect  the  consideration  which  the 
pofnUar  part  of  the  constitution  should  al^ 
ways  c^ry  along  with  it. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  tor, 

I^ord  Porch<!st€r  rose  to  reply.  He  ob- 
fltrfed  that  the  whole  weight  of  the  right 
boa«  genu's  argument  rested  upon  the 
circumstance,  that  some  public  inconve- 
nience might  arise  from  the  adoption  of 
the  measure.  For  his  own  part,  be  could 
net  perceive  any  inconvenience  that  could 
W  the  result  of  the  adoption  of  the  mea- 
sure, though  he  was  firmly  persuaded  that 
gneat  practical  injury  must  result  from 
procrastinaJtion  respecting  it.  Why  should 
the  members  of  that  house  throw  them- 
selves upon  the  mercy  of  bis  majesty's 
ministers,  or  why  should  they  defer  the 
cof^deratioB  of  the  measure  in  compli- 
ance with  their  vie^vs  ?  The  right  lion. 
Secretary  (Mr.  Canning)  had  stated  how 
nicely  balanced  his  own  opinion  was  on 
the  subject,  and  that  he  wished  to  leave 
it  to  public  opinion  to  decide  ;  but  it  was 
somewhat  extraordinary  that  the  vote  of 
that  right  hon.  gent,  was  to  be  in  opposi* 
tion  to  the  opinion  of  the  public.  But 
the  right  hon.  ge(it.  contended,  that  the 
course  he  pursued  was  founded  upoo  the 
impre^ion,  that  the  contrary  would  be 
productive  of  danger  to  the  safety  of  the 
public.  His  majesty's  ministers,  Imwever, 
did  not  appear  to  him  to  meet  the  ques. 
iion  fairly  :  they  opposed  it  on  the  ground 
of  inconvenience,  but  they  passed  by  the 
interest  which  the  public  bad  in  passing 
the  measure.  Upon  the  integrity  of  the 
house  of  commons  was  placed  the  surest 
kope  and  firmest  reliance  of  the  country. 
It  had  been  said  that  this  measure  was  not 
comparable  to  Magna  Charta ;  bnt  the 
principle  of  the  bill  was  more  compatible 
with  the  spirit  of  that  instrument  tbaji 
the  fifMrit  of  those  who  opposed  it  was 
'compatible  with  that  of  those  who  sup- 
ported Magna  Charta.  On  the  whole, 
therefore,  be  should  persevere  in  bis  mo- 
tion, and  leave  to  the  bouse  to  determine 
whether  or  not  leave  should  be  given  to 
Vring  in  the  Bill. 

A  division  then  took  place. 

For  the  Motion 10$ 

Against  it  -  -  ^  -  -  -  -  ^  121 

M^ority  against  it  -  -  -  -  -    — 15 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Tuadagf,  April  25.  ' 
[Motion    iespecting    Ix>rd    Casti^b- 
jiEAGii.]  Lord  ArchibaM  HamkoB  addressed 
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Ay  <mii  chaWiCter,  has  ever  teen  the 
object  of  tdY  stady  ;  snd  that  I  have 
lie  vet  allowed  my  opinioms  to  be  biassed, 
lior  my  judgment  to  be  controuled  by  the 
idfibetice  or  eondtactof  any  penon  or  party 
whatever — Coming,  now,  to  the  point  nn- 
mediately  before  yoti,  nothing  appears  to 
me  more  neceis^ary  than  that  yon  should 
consider  it  ftilly,  and  decide  upon  it  inde- 
pendently,  if  vou  desire  to  perform  the 
first  duty  that  belongs  to  your  office.  If 
you  desire  to  preserve  the  respect  of  the 
public  ;  how  can  you  do  so  unless  yoti 
preserve  your  own  purity  ?  In  this  en- 
lightehed  country,  no  body  of  men  will  be 
rfespected  unless  it  prove  itself  respectable. 
Like  .  any  (rther  corporate  assembly  you 
c^not  enjoy  respect  unless  you  deserve 
it;  you  cannot  maintain  your  authority 
ifliles.4  your  character  is  held  in  good  esti- 
mation. Not  long  sinte  you  setrt  two  in- 
dividuate frdta  your  b^r  to  prison.  If  you 
expect  that  judgment  to  be  regarded ;  if 
you  Wifeh  it  to  have  the  injftuence  of  ex- 
ample, ybu  must  take  care  of  your  nidivi- 
diiai  smd  collective  respectability,  and 
vh^t  cdn  be  move  material  for  that  pur- 
pose thian  the  enforcement  bf  those  laws 
dud  regulations  which  you  have  so  repeat- 
^ly  enacted  to  ^uard  against  any  improper 
ftiterferencfe  in  me  election  of  your  mem- 
bers.— ^Against  the  noble  lord  to  whom 
my  mdtibn  refers,  I  assure  the  house  that 
I  do  ^6t  mean  to  offer  one  word  beyond 
Wh^t  the  Evidence  contains ;  that  I  do  not 
m^ato  to  teake  any  charge  against  him, 
bntwhat  he  makes  against  himself,  nor  to 
ftdcbce  any  Evidence  l?ut  that  which  the 
Committee  received^  and  from  his  own 
tips,  and  upon  that  Evidence  I  shaTI  ground 
my  eall  on  you  for  a  vote  of  disapproba- 
tion. Perhaps  it  may  be  possible  to  offer 
toae  remarks  on  the  case,  tending  to  ex- 
tenuate the  delinquency  of  this  culprit,  as 
I  must  consider  the  noble  lord,  although  I 
do  not  think  such  remarks  easy  to  be  pro- 
duced or  imagined.  I  apprehend  there  is 
no  intention  to  deprecate  or  to  interrupt 
the  fair  discussion  of  this  question.  Let 
iilehope  that  the  house,  for  its  own  honour. 
Will  repel  such  an  attempt,  if  it  be  made. 
I  trust  that  even  from  considerations  of 
policy  it  will  be  forward  to  mark  with  ap- 
propriate reprehension  a  transaction  which, 
If  overlooked,   cannot  fail  to  bring  dis- 

Sace  upon  itself.  It  is  in  Evidence,  that 
the*  year  1805,  the  noble  lord  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Heding,  who 
Was  a  perfect  stranger  to  him ;  and,  yet 
*ith  this  stranger,  he,  in  consequence,  had 


ft  meeting,  in  which  a  direct  pt^positiofl 
was  made  to  assist  faim  in  procuring  a  sect. 
— Upon  such  a  proposition,  from  the  station 
of  the  Aoble  lord,  from  the  habits  of  bb 
lifb,  and  from  the  sense  of  hit  duty,  one 
should  hate  thought  that  he  would  Imte 
shewn  some  symptoms  of  displeasure; 
that  he  would  have  taken  means  to  ascer« 
tain  the  nature  and  extent  of  a  conspiracy 
to  pollute  the  purity  of  this  house,  to 
make  a  corrupt  disposal  of  its  seats,  in  or^ 
der  to  briifja;  the  persons  concerned  to  pub- 
lic exposure  and  infiimy.  Such  was  th€ 
courste  which  the  noMe  lord  ought  to  hav«i 
pursued.  But,  no ;  the  noble  lord. gave  s 
very  gracious  reception  to  Mr.  Reding, 
and  told  him,  that  he  did  not  want  a  seat 
himself,  but  that  a  friend  did,  to  which 
friend  he  sent  him,  as  appears  in  the  foU 
lowing  Extracts  from  the  noble  lord's  Evi* 
dence:— "The  object  of  Mr.  Reding'* 
"  letter  Was  to  say,  that  he  thought  he 
*^  had  the  means  of  assistinj^  me  in  com* 
^  ing  into  parliament.  I  torn  Mr,  Reding 
'^  that  I  did  not  Want  a  seat  in  parliameot 
**  for  myself,  hot  that  a  friend  of  mine  did. 
"  I  inclosed  Mr.  Reding's  letter  to  h>rti 
"Clancarty  (the  friend  aWuded  to).  I 
''was  induced  to  place  a  writership  at 
"  lord  Clancarty's  disposal,  and  certainly 
^  the  impression  under  whieh  I  did  it  wa^, 
"  that  lord  Clancarty's  coming  into  pat- 
"  liament  might  be  thereby  facilitated." 
— The  noble  lord  was  then  asked,  if  any 
thing  passed  as  to  a  negociation  fbr  a  wri- 
tership  ?  To  which  he  answered,  "  No* 
"  thing  whatever.  I  told  Mr.  Reding  I 
**  did  not  want  a  seat  for  myself,  but  that 
**  a  friend  of  mine  did.  I  asked  him  the 
"  name  of  the  gentleman  who  proposed 
"  to  vacate.  Thw  he  declined  till  the 
"  terms  were  settled,  with  which  having 
"  nothing  to  do,  I  inclosed  his  letter  to 
*'  lord  Clancarty.'*  It  is  impossible.  Sir, 
for  any  person  exercising  an  impartial 
judgment  to  consider  this  treating  any 
otherwise  than  a  direct  willingness  to 
agree  to  what  was  proposed.  He  inclosed 
a  letter  to  lord  Clancarty,  and  never  saw 
Mr.  Reding  afterwards.  The  negociation 
with  lord  Clancarty  appears  from  a  sub- 
sequent question,  in  answer  to  which  he 
says.  "  I  was  induced  to  place  a  writer- 
"  ship  at  lord  Clancarty 's  disposal,  in  or* 
"  der  that  lord  Clancarty 's  coming  into 
"  parliament  might  be  facilitated."  Now, 
Sir,  I  think  were  I  to  go  no  farther,  but 
immediately  to  propose  a  Resolution 
of  censure  upon  the  noble  lord  oppo- 
site, founded    upon  that   paragi-aph   In 
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his  own  etidence,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  house  not  to  agree  to  it.  In  an- 
swer to  the  next  question,  he  says,  that 
he  conceived  lord  Clancarty  entitled 
to  call  upon  him  for  awritership.  With 
these  facts  in  the  view  of  the  house, 
upon  the  noble  lord's  own  confession,  1 
would  ask,  is  it  possible  to  devise  any 
just  means  of  rescuing  his  conduct  from 
reprobation  ?  Upon  the  first  part  of  the 
evidence  alone,  namely,  that  of  counte- 
nancing the  proposition  of  Reding,  I 
should  have  thought  the  noble  lord  deserv- 
ing  of  disapprobation  ;  but  when  com- 
bined with  the  case  of  the  Writership,  I 
think  it  impossible  for  him  to  escape  the 
^ensure  of  this  house.  I  cannot  indeed 
conceivt  any  delinquency  of  this  nature 
likely  to  attract  the  at,tention,  much  less 
to  justify,  the  punishment  of  this  house,  if 
such  a  flagrant  case  as  this  under  consi- 
cleration  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  uncen- 
sured.  The  noble  lord's  statement  in  his 
evidence,  that  the  writership  was  to  be 
disposed  of,  subject  to  certain  qualifica- 
tions ;  that  the  case  before  him  had  no 
relation  to  a  pecuniary  transaction,  or  that 
the  nomination  did  not  take  place^  cannot 
avail  him  upon  this  occasion,  for  his 
intention  is  obvious,  and  of  that  intention 
we  are  to  judge.  I  now  come  to  the  evi- 
dence of  lord  Clancarty,  which  is  equally 
important  and  forcible.  From  the  situa- 
tion which  that  noble  lord  held,  and  his 
connection  with  the  object  of  ray  motion, 
I  must  take  leave,  although  the  whole  of 
tlie  Evidence  lies  on  the  table,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  those  parts  of  it 
which  particularly  relate  to  the  case  I 
have  brought  before  you. — Lord  Clancarty 
being  asked.  When  he  became  acquainted 
with  Reding?  answers,  'In  the  month  of 
'  October,  1 803.'  '  On  what  occasion  did 
'  you  first 'become  acquainted  with  that 
*,  person  ?  With  respect  to  obtaining  a  seat 
'  in  parliament. — Did  he  hold  out  tb^t  he 
'  had  a  seat  in  parliament  ?  He  did.' 
Then  follows  a  statement  that  the  nego- 
ciation  brbke  off,  because  Reding  re- 
quired a  Writership  for  the  Seat,  which 
lord  Clancarty  had  not  to  dispose  of.  But 
it  seem^  upon  mentioning  this  circum- 
stance to  his  friend,  lord  Castlereagh,  he 
told  him  he  should  have  a  Writership  to 
dispose  of.  Lord  Clancarty  being  asked, 
'Did    lord    Castlereagh    offer    you    this 

*  appointment  of  a  Writership,    for  the 

*  purpose  of  facilitating  your  being  re- 
'  turned  to  parliament  ?' — Answer.    '  Cer- 

*  ^tinly ;  it  b^ing  always  to  be  under- 


'  stood  that  the  party  was  of  sufficient 
'  respectability  to  be  eligible/  &c. — 
The  latter  part  of  this  answer  has,  in  fact^ 
no  reference  to  the  transaction  before  the 
house,  from  which  not  a  particle  of  its  un- 
constitutional character  is  removed  by  this, 
or  any  of  the  other  qualifications  which 
appear  in  the  evidence  of  either  of  the 
noble  lords.  I  shall  not  detain  the  house 
fiirther  upon  the  evidence,  than  by  read- 
ing a  short  passage  from  that  of  Reding, 
which  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  establish 
the  charge  in  my  view  of  the  subject. — 
'  What  conversation  had  you  with  Mr. 
'  Davies  upon  that  subject  ?  The  conver- 
'  sation  I  had  with  Mr.  Davies  was,  a  parly 
'  wanted  a  sum  of  money,  but  tlie  other  * 

*  party  were  to  give  a  seat,  and  this  money 
'  was  to  go  into  that  sort  of  negociation. 
'  — Was  the  sum  of  money  to  procure  any 

*  appointment  under  the  East  India  Com- 
'  pany  ?  Yes,  in  one  shape,  but  the  Seat 
'  w^as  to  be  given  to  those  who  could  get 
'  that  appointment  made. — Was  a  W^riter- 
'  ship  to  be  procured  by  the  sum  of  money 
'  so  to  be  given  ?  Not  without  getting  a 
'  Seat,  as  a  remuneration  for  the  Writer- 
'  ship  ;  but  it  did  not  take  place,  &c.' 
— Now,  connecting  this  part  of  Rediiig's 
evidence  with  the  others,  which  relate  to 
that  witness's  communications  with  th« 
noble  lord  opposite,  and  with  lord  Clan- 
carty, every  man  will  be  enabled  to  form 
his  own  conclusions. — ^But,  Sir,  I  am  now 
to  introduce  another  person  to  your  notice^^ 
who  has  been  connected  with  this  trans- 
action, and  I  feel  every  reluctance  in 
doing  so,  which  can  arise  out  of  a  just 
respect  for  rank.  But  it  is  necessary  to 
the  ends  in  view  that  the  whole  case 
should  be  exposed,  and  the  person  to 
whom  I  allude  was  no  less  than  a  peer  of 
the  realm.  The  house  must  'be  aware  to 
whom  I  allude,  and  I  am  certain  when 
they  review  the  whole  of  the  business,  and 
those  concerned  in  it,  they  cannot  be  sur- 
prised that  I  ask  what  can  avail  all  our 
legislative  provisions — what  can  avail  such 
Bills  as  that  recently  broqght  forward  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  pre- 
vent the  improper  disposal  of  Offices — what 
can  avail  our  Resolutions  at  the  commence- 
ment of  every  sessions,  to  prevent  the  in- 
terposition of*^  peers  in  the  election  of  the 
members  of  this  house  ;  or  what  can  avail 
any  further  arrangements  that  may  be 
devised  upon  this  subject,  if  a  transaction 
so  flagrant  in  its  nature  as  that  to  which 
your  attention  is  now  peculiarly  directed, 
shall  be  suflksred  to  pass  with  impunity  ? 
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That  attention,  however,  this  transaction 
fnuBt  have  long  occupied.  1  have  not 
I  been  the  first  to  bring  it  before  yon :  I 
I  have  not  put  myself  forward  to  make  out 
I  a  new  case,  but  to  call  for  your  decision 
I  Bpon  that  which  has  been  for  some  weeks 
the  subject  of  general  conversation,  with 
which,  indeed,  the  public  rre  quite  fami- 
liar, and  naturally  looking  to  this  house 
for  such  a  determination  as  it  is  intitled 
to  expect — for  such  a  decision  as  this 
bouse,  if  tenacious  of  its  own  reputation, 
should  be  prompt  to  pronounce.  If  such 
be  not  the  result,  how  can  the  people  re^ 
gard  your  resolutions  and  enactments  with 
proper  deference  ;  how  can  you,  consist- 
ently, inflict  punishment  upon  the  lower 
classes,  who  often  under  the  pressure  of 
.  necessity  engage  in  this  infamous  traffic, 
if  you  will  "overlook  the  glaring  delin- 
quency of  three  noble  lords,  one  of  whom 
was  a  peer  of  the  realm*  and  the  other  two 
high  ofiicers  in  the  state  ? — I  do  not  afiect 
to  be  ignorant  of  ll>e  vanous  improper 
means  by  which  several  nkembers  contrive 
to  find  tfieir  way  into  this  house.  1  beg 
pardon  ;  perhaps  I  am  inaccurate  in  al- 
luding to  this  house,  as  it  is  at  present 
constituted.  But  I  may  allude  to  former 
houses  ;  and  I  cannot  be  altogether  una- 
ware of  the  gross  malpractices  by  which 
several  men  procured  their  intro<Ioction 
to  them.  No  man  acquainted  with  the 
world  can  be  quite  ignorant  upon  this  sub- 
ject. But  sure  I  am,  that  if  any  person 
were  to  urge  the  notoriety  of  such  miscon- 
duct as  any  plea  for  the  transaction  to 
which  roy  motion  refers — if  he  were  to  at- 
tempt to  defend  upon  such  grounds,  such 
a  corrupt  and  unconstitutional  practice, 
be  would  be  only  wasting  his  own  time 
and  that  of  the  house.  No  individual,  in- 
deed, would  venture  to  put  forward  such 
a  defence,  unless  he  were  disposed  to  ap- 
preciate the  conduct  of  men,  not  by  the 
standard  of  the  constitution,  but  by  the 
existence  and  extent  of  its  corruptions.  T 
(^annot  suffer  myself  to  suppose  that  such  a 
feeling  prevails  in  this  house.  If  it  docs, 
I  can  of  course  have  no  reason  to  calculate 
upon  the  adoption  of  my  motion. — I  am 
not  insensible  of  the  situation  in  which  an 
individual  is  placed,  in  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstance of  being  called  upon  to  answer 
lor  that,  which  he  must  have  known  many 
to  have  done  with  impunity ;  but  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  till  now  there  was  no 
detection,  and  that  from  a  continuance 
of  the  impunity  may  follow  much  greater 
crimes.  Here,  howevtr,  is  a  case  brought 
Vol,  XIV. 


before  the  house,  sustained  by  incontro* 
vertible  evidence ;  and  it  is  impossible 
that  any  palliation,  drawn  fi'om  such 
sources  as  I  have  alluded  to,  can  have  any 
efiect  upon  the  decision.  Sure  I  am  that 
they  cannot  avail  out  of  doors.  But  there 
is  a  peculiarity  in  this  case  which  reiulers  - 
such  palliatives  still  less  available.  For  1 
must  notice  the  variety  of  situations  in 
which  the  noble  lord  should  have  felt  him- 
self particularly  bound  to  resist,  much 
more  to  abstain,  from  such  odious  traffic. 
The  noble  lord  was  concerned  iii  assc*nling 
to  the  Resolutions  which  are  usually  passed 
against  the  proceedings  which  this  trafiiic 
involves — he  was  also  a  party  to  the  va- 
rious legistlative  provisions  enacted  against 
them — he  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  nu- 
n>erous  prohibitory  statutes  to  be  found  on 
our  books.  He  was  also  bound,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  house,  to  protect  its  purity,  and 
as  a  member  of  the  government  to  uphold 
the  dignity  of  that  government.  But  he 
proved  his  indifference  to  the  fame  of  go- 
vernment and  to  the  independence  and 
purity  of  the  house — to  the  preservation 
of  his  own  character,  and  to  the  prescrip- 
tion of  the  law  of  his  country.  If  such  a 
flagrant  case  can  admit  of  aggravation,  it  is 
furnished  by  the  offer  of  the  noble  lord 
with  regard  to  the  Writership.  What ! 
that  the  President  of  the  Board  which  was 
specially  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
trolling and  checking  corruption  in  the 
managemeitt  of  the  affairs  of  India,  should 
himself  become  a  principal  minister  of  cor- 
ruption I  Here  his  corruption  appeared 
two-fold ;  first,  with  regard  to  this  boose  ; 
and,  secondly,  with  regard  to  the  India 
Company ;  equally  betraying  in  both,  an 
indifference  to  characteir  and  to  d^uty. — In 
one  part  of  the  noble  lord's  Evidence  I  find 
a  statement,  from  which  it  appears,  that"* 
list  of  the  situations  in  his  disposal,  and  pa- 
tronage at  the  India  house,  was  laid  before 
the  Committee.  Now  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  the  noble  lord's'  patronage  was 
in  that  situation,  or  under  what  law  or  re- 
gulation he  had  any  right  to  any  patron- 
age. I  do  not  find  that  any  such  right  is 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  statute  which 
created  the  Board  over  which  he  presided. 
How,  then,  did  the  noble  lord  obtain  thia 
patronage  ?  Was  it  the  result  of  compro- 
mise or  usurpation  ?  I  should  wish  to  hav» 
some  information  upon  this  head  fi-om  th^ 
•noble  16rd,  or  some  one  near  him.  I  rather 
apprehend  this  patronage  is  an  abuse,  as  it 
is  not  granted,  nay  is  actually  prohibited* 
as  I  have  stated,  by  the  act  appointing  the 
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Board  of  Controal.  I  require,  however,  iio 
information  to  satisfy  my  mind,  that  how- 
ever the  patronage  was  originally  obtain- 
ed, it  was  attempted,  in  this  instance,  to 
dispose  of  it  in  a  corrupt  manner.  For  the 
noble  lord  was  guilty  of  an  infraction  of 
the  law  prevailing  at  the  India  house,  by 
the  mode  in  which  he  would  apply  this 
Writership.  It  will  not,  I  apprehend,  be 
maintained,  that  the  noble  lord's  disposi- 
tion of  patronage  was  not  subject  to  the 
ftame  rules  and  regulations  which  applied 
to  the  patronage  of  the  Directors  of  the 
India  house.  It  will  not  be  pretended  that 
the  noble  loird  had  any  privilege  or  patent 
of  exemption  from  these  rules  and  regula- 
tions, if  1  am  not  correct  in  this  supposi- 
tion, I  hope  that  some  person  on  the  other 
side  will  take  the  trouble  to  shew  that 
there  was  some  ground  of  distinction  in 
this  respect  between  the  noble  lord  and 
the  Directors;  for  if  no  such  difierence  ap- 
pears, then  1  must  charge  the  noble  lord 
with  having  directly  violated  the  law  for 
disposing  of  patronage  at  the  India  house, 
and  what  is  worse,  with  having  betrayed 
fiome  other  person  into  something  little 
short  of  the  breach  of  a  solemn  declara- 
tion upon  oath.  The  following  are  the 
words  of  the  declaration  made  by  a  Di- 
rector upon  recommending  for  a  \Vriter- 
ship :   '  I.do  most  solemnly  declare  that  I 

*  have  given  the  nomination  to  <  , 
'  and  that  I  neither  iiave  received  myself, 
'  nor  am  to  receive,  nor  has  any  other  per- 
'  son,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  or  be- 

•  lief,  received,  nor  is  to  receive,  any  pe- 
'  cuniary  consideration,  nor  any  thing  con- 
'  vertible  in  any  mode  into  a  pecuniary 
'  benefit  on  this  account.'  In  ipsige  1,  of 
the  Report  of  the  Commit :,ee,  it  appears 
that  the  attention  both  of  the  legislature 
and  of  the  East  India  Company  had,  at  va- 
rious periods,  been  attracted  to  abuses 
which  were  supposed  to  exist  in  the  dis- 
posal of  their  patronage,  in  consequence  of 
which^  at  the  time  when  their  charter  was 
renewed,  an  oath  was  framed  to  be  taken 
by  each  Director,  within  tep  days  after  his 
election,  containing,  among  other  engage- 
ments, the  following  :  '  I  do  swear  that  I 
'  will  not,  directly  nor  indirectly,  accept 
'  or  take  any  perquisite,  emolument,  fee, 
'  present,  or  reward,  upon  any  account 
'  whatsoever,  or  any  promise  or  engage- 
'  ment  for  any,  or  in  respect  of  the  appoint- 
'  ment  or  nomination  of  any  person  or  per- 
'  sons  to  any  place  of  office  in  the  gift  or 
'  appointment  of  the  said  Company,  or  of 
'  me  as  a  Director  thereof.'- — In  the  Bye 


Laws  of  the  East  India  Company,  cb.  ^, 
sect.  5,  a  penalty  is  imposed  on  every  Di- 
rector tuking  any  reward  on  account  of  any 
appointment,  in  double  the  amount  of  such 
rewarcl^  two  thirds  of  which  are  to  go  ta 
the  Company,  and  one-third  to  the  intonn^ 
cr;  and  such  Director  is  rendered  incapa^ 
ble  of  holding  any  place  whatever  under 
the  Company..  Now,  sir,  I  contend,  that 
the  above  regulatioi>5  are  as  much  in  force 
against  the  patronage  of  the  noWe  lord,  a* 
President  of  the  Board  of  Coutrool,  which, 
I  insist,  he  had  no  right  to  dispose  of,  ^9 
they  could  pos»«ibly  be  in  regard  to  the 
patronage  of  Directors.  What,  then,  will 
the  house  think  of  this  attack  on  its  purity 
and  disregaril  of  its  constitution  ami  of  its 
rules,  when  they  see  that  the  high  and  im- 
portant office  which  the  noble  lord  has 
held  so  long,  has  been  made  an  instrument 
for  the  worst  of  purposes;  and  that,  iUrect- 
ly  in  the  teeth  of  an  act  of  parliament,  a9 
well  as  of  a  Bye  Law  of  tlie  East  India 
Company?  If>  then,  the  noble  lord  had 
not  the  right  of  patronage  vested  in  him- 
self, as  I  believe,  in  what  a  situation  wonld 
the  delegate  have  been  placed,  throngb 
whom  lord  Clancarty's  writership  was  to 
be  obtained  ?  I  slmll  be  gkd  to  hear  the 
noble  lord's  explanation  upon  this  subject* 
My  opinion  is,  that  the  noble  lord's  patron- 
age is  subject  to  the  same  regulation  as 
that  whic|)  afiects  the  Directors :  but  I  shall 
attend  to  what  the  noble  lord  has  to  say. 
If,  howerer,  he  does  not  satisfy  the  boose 
as  to  this  point,  it  must  serve  only  to  ag- 
gravate thjB  general  indignation  prevarling 
against  him,  and  give  to  the  whole  teuor 
of  his  conduct  in  this  transaction  a  still 
more  objectionable  character. — I  have 
said  before,  that  I  should  be  sorry  to 
mention  names,  it*  they  could  be  avoided 
consistently  with  the  duty  I  owe  to  the 
case,  and  which  I  have  pledged  myself 
to  perform.  I  find,  from  the  evidence  of 
Reding,  that  the  names  of  a  number  of 
persons  are  mentioned  who  were  to  parti- 
cipate of  the  money  to  be  obtained  from 
the  sale  of  the  Writership.  Probably  the 
noble  lord  was  deceived.  Let  him  say  so. 
I  do  not  mean  to  attach  to  him  the  suspi- 
cion that  he  believed  the  Writershrp  was 
to  be  converted  into  a  source  of  pecuniary 
profit.  [Here  lord  Castlereagh  indicated 
his  contempt  of  such  a  charge. J  I  am 
happy  to  perceive  the  noble  Jord  indignant 
at  the  mention  of  the  transaction  in  this 
light,  but  he  would  have  done  well  to  have 
shewn  this  indignation  before  the  evidence 
had  been  produced.    But  when  we  recoi'-> 
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Wet  that  he  had  been  president  of  the 
Board  of  Controul  for  so  many  years;  that 
iurd  Clancarty  was  a  member  of  the  same 
Board,  and  that  Reding,  a  party  to  the 
transaction,  had  never  excited  that  indig- 
nation till  his  refusal  to  discover  the  par* 
ties,  1  think  those  feelings  of  indignation 
have  been  very  tardy  in  shewing  them- 
selves. I  do  not  wish  to  be  hard  upon  the 
noble  lord  opposite  to  me,  but  realty  1  do 
thlok  that  merely  reading  the  evidence 
n»q^t  ojbtain  the  censure  1  shall  move  for: 
jthough  I  have  deemed  it  more  decorous 
and  respectful  to  the  house  to  preface  my 
motion  with  the  comments  1  have  already 
alHide  and  have  still  to  submit  upon  the 
1dra|isaGtion. — I  am  sorry  to  trespass  upon 
'4he  time  *6f  the  house,  but  there  are  still 
points'  to  which  I  must  call  its  attention^ 
Tbe  house  will  see  in  the  evidence  an  allu- 
sion mad«  by  the  noble  lord  to  a  note  from 
Davis,  respecting  a  Mrs.  Groves,  in  the  an- 
swer to  which  tbe  noble  lord  expressed  his 
desire,  that  Mr.  Davis  would  detect  and 
expose  the  persons  who  had  dared  to  men- 
tion his  name  in  such  a  transaction.  Here 
there  was  an  expression  of  disdain  and  in- 
dignation— but  when  did  it  happen?  At 
what  period  and  under  what  circumstances 
did  it  take  place  ?  In  page  61,  of  the  evi- 
dence, a  Mr.  George  Davis  is  examined, 
and  there  appears  to  have  been,  at  the  time 
he  alludes  to,  a  negotiation  set  on  foot  for 
the  procuring  of  a  writership,  which  did  not 
take  effect;  but  there  was  some  corres- 
pondence upon  the  subject,  and  the  noble 
lord's  name  was  mentioned «  Mr.  Davis 
is  asked, '  From  what  reason  do  you  sup- 
'  pose  the  negotiation  broke  off?  He  an- 
swers thus :  '  This  reason  was  explained 
'  by  Mrs.  Grove  ;  that  at  that  moment 
'  there  was  a  change  in  administration, 
'  and  that  it  was  a  Board  of  Controul  ap- 
'  pointment.  I  recollect  Mr.  Reding,  or 
'  Reading,  afterwards  informed  me,  that 
'  there  was  no  court  subsequent  to  that  mo- 
'  ment,  during  the  then  administration,  by 
'  which  a  nomination  could  properly  take 
'  place. — Who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
'  Board  of  Controul  at  that  time  ?  I  do  not 

*  know. — Did  she  not  mention  by  whom  it 
'  was  to  be  given  to  your  friend  ?  A  noble 
'  viscount  was  mentioned  to  me. — Was 
'  not  lord  Castlereagh  the  person  mention- 
'  ed  ?  He  was. — Was  lord  Castlereagh  the 

*  person  to  whom  you  wrote,  communicat- 
'  mg  these  circumstances  ?  He  was. — How 

*  long  ago  was  that  transaction  ?  It  was  in 
'  tbe  beginning  of  4  806 ;  it  was  at  the  mo» 
'  ment  of  tbe  change  of  administration  that 


'  she  applied  for  it.  When  I  wrote  to  his 
'  lordship,  he  requested  me  to  call  upon 
'  him  at  hisoflice  in  Downing-street,  and  I 
'  did  on  that  day. — Did  you  see  him  ?  No, 

*  he  was  at  the  council ;  and  1  received  a 
'  note  the  next  day,  acknowledging  the  rc- 
'  ccipt  of  it,  and  requesting  that  I  would 
'  explain  every  thing,  so  that  the  party 
'  who  had  made  use  of  his  name  should  l>o 
'  detected,  or  something  of  that  kincJ. — 
'  Did  he  decline  seeing  you  ?  No ;  so  far 
'  from  that,  his  servant  delivered  to  me 
'  his  con>pliments,and  desired  that  I  would 
'  call  at  his  house  in  Downing-street,  and, 
'  if  he  was  not  there,  go  to  the  house  of 
'  commons. — You  have  not  seen  him  ? 
'  No,  I  have  not. — ^And  no  appointment 
'  was  made  for  seeing  him  in  the  note  you 
'  received  ?  No  ;  but  he  requested  I  would 

*  lend  my  aid  in  order  that  the  party  who 
'  would  be  daring  enough  to  make  so  im- 
'  proper  a  use  of  his  name  (I  think  that 
'  was  the  expression)  should  be  exposed. — 
'  You  could  produce  the  note,  if  necessary  ? 
'  Yes,  certainly.' 

Now,  Sir,  the  observation  I  make  upon 
this  evidence  is,  by  asking,  was  that  de- 
claration of  the  noble  lord's  indignation 
on  that  occasion,  a  genuine,  sincere,  and 
honest  declaration,  or  not  ?  All  this  took 
place  after  the  former  negotiation  had 
been  besun,  continued,  and  broken  off; 
(Hear!  hear!)  and  yet  he  affects  upOn 
this  last  occasion  to  be  so  indignant,  that 
he  desires  the  person's  name  to  be  men* 
tioned,  in  order  that  he  might  be  detected. 
Is  it  possible  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances, this  house  can  give  him  credit  for 
those  feelings  ?  Can  we  suppose  that  he, 
who  had  been  the  guilty  instrument  in 
conducting  negotiations  of  this  nature  for- 
merly, was  actuated  by  a  sincere  inten- 
tion to  expose  and  discountenance  such  a 
practice,  otherwise  than  that  he  might 
thereby  prevent  his  being  exposed  him- 
self? (Hear!  hear!),  I  have  no  doubt, 
that  he  would  rather  have  exposed  Mr- 
Reding,  or  Mr.  Davis,  than  have  incurred 
the  danger  of  exposing  himself;  and  that 
it  was  the  fear  of  detection,  rather  than  a 
wish  for  the  discovery  of  guilt,  that 
prompted  the  noble  lord  to  that  conduct. 
I  stand  here  in  the  correction  of  the  noble 
lord  and  his  friends  around  him,  as  to 
whether  I  am  doing  him  an  injustice  tn 
this  statement.  It  is  for  them  to  say,  if  I 
am  in  error ;  but  I  shall  retract  any  part 
of  this  accusation,  which  the  evidence 
does  not  warrant  me  in  making.  If  it 
were  improper  for  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Reding, 
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or  Mrs.  Grove,  to  bring  disrepute  upoQ 
ofiScers  of  government,  who  were  they 
that  were  guilty  of  permitting  that  impro- 
priety to  exist  ?  I  contend  that  when  the 
noble  lord's  jealousy  and  indignation  ap- 
pear to  have  been  peculiarly  excited,  he 
had  at  that  time  done  all  "in  his  power  to 
effect  a  corrupt  exchange  of  a  writership 
for  a  seat  in  parliament ;  for  I  can  never 
admit  that  his  delicacy  in  this  instance, 
could  have  proceeded  from  any  other  feel- 
ing than  the  fear  of  detection.  If  it  were 
really  improper  to  couple  his  name  with 
such  a  transaction,  I  trust  that  when  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  actually  so  coupled,  I 
shall  find  a  justification  in  the  eyes  of  the 
noble  lord,  and  those  around  him,  for 
bringing  forward  such  a  transaction  to 
public  notice,  as  is  similar  to  that  of  which 
the  noble  lord  himself  says,  the  authors 
ought  to  have  been  exposed.  The  noble 
lord  must  acknowledge  that  I  am  right, 
,or  he  must  shew  that  this  transaction  was 
not  of  the  same  kind  with  that  other  one. 
What  could  be  meant  by  those  terms,  that 
the  party  making  use  of  his  name,  should 
be  detected  and  exposed  ?  How  were  they 
to  be  exposed  ?  If  detected,  I  suppose  the 
noble  lord,  or  his  learned  law  friends, 
would  have  immediately  instituted  a  pro- 
secution against  the  person  making  use  of 
bis  name ;  and  now  I  call  upon  this  house 
to  do  that  which  we  should  have  been  do- 
ing against  those  individuals,  had  they 
been  convicted  ;  I  call  upon  this  house  to 
inflict  that  same  punishment  upon  the  in- 
dividual already  convicted  (Hear !  hear ! ). 
If  any  such  persons  as  those  the  noble 
lord  wished  to  detect,  had  been  convicted, 
punishment  must  have  followed,  although 
months  and  years  might  have  elapsed  be- 
fore their  guilt  was  discovered.  But,  so 
far  from  their  conduct  being  corrupt  or 
criminal,  I  contend,  that,  if,  after  the  de- 
tection of  this  delinquency  it  should  be 
suffered  to  escape  with  impunity,  we 
should  be  intitled  to  conclude,  that  these 
unknown  and  obscure  individuals  had  suf- 
fered an  unmerited  punishment.  I  have 
troubled  the  house  at  considerably  greater 
length  than  I  intended,  but  I  think  it  will 
now  appear  that  the  importance  of  this 
question  yields  to  none  that  can  be  brought 
before  this  house.  The  power,  privileges, 
and  immunities,  attached  to  those  in  office, 
must  not  screen  them  from  censure.  We 
must  show  the  public,  that  we  are  inclined 
to  pursue  with  impartial  justice,  any  crime 
wherever  it  makes  its  appearance.*  I  say 
it  is  a  mockery  of  justice,  to  afiect  to  cen- 


sure persons  comparatively  inc6nsidera- 
ble,  if  we  are  to  suffer  a  noble  Iprd,  filling 
the  ottic^  of  Secretary  of  State,  (lord  Cas- 
tlereagh),  another  noble  lord,  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Controul,  (lord  Clancurty), 
and  a  third  (marquis  of  Sjigo),  a  peer  of 
the  realm,  to  do  those  acts  with  impunity, 
for  which  we  would  visit  meaner  delin- 
quents with -a  severe  measure  of  punish- 
ment. We  have  lately  been  informed, 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
thought  proper,  in  consequence  of  some 
advertisement  in  the  papers,  offering  a  si- 
tuation for  sale,  to  direct  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  lodged,  as  required  by  the  advertise- 
ment, and  has  taken  every  step  in  his 
power,  in  order  to  entrap  the  poor  unfor- 
tunate individual  (Hear!  hear'.).  Now, 
I  would  wish  the  house  to  reflect,  if  this 
trap  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
so  admirably  contrived,  had  been  also 
hiid  to  ensnare  those  concerned  in  the 
transaction  I  have  been  describing,  whe- 
ther he  would  have  been  not  a  little-sur- 
prised to  have  caught  his  noble  friend 
who  now  sits  near  him,  together  with  his 
two  noble  accomplices.  That  right  hon. 
gent,  ought  to  have  laid  his  trap  upon  this 
occasion,  as  well  as  upon  the  other;  for  the 
first  appearance  of  this  writership  was  by 
advertisement  in  the  public  papers,  and  if  / 
he  had  only  applied  his  trap  a  little 
sooner,  he  would  have  undoubtedly  de- 
tected two  of  his  colleagues  and  a  peer  of 
the  realm  in  the  illicit  traffic.  Supposing 
that  right  hon.  gent,  goes  on  with  the  pro- 
secution of  those  whom,  he  says,  he  has 
already  entrapped,  and  will  be  able  to 
bring  them  to  conviction  ;  what  will  be 
the  feelings  of  this  house  and  of  the  pub- 
lic, if  they  shall  find  in  it  a  case  trivial 
comparatively  to  this  one,  if  although 
flagrant  it  should  escape  without  notice 
and '  without  censure.  There  is  one  cir- 
cumstance which  f  have  omitted  to  notice, 
and  which  may  appearto  place  one  in  an  in- 
vidious situation.  It  is,  that  this  evidence 
has  lain  a  considerable  while  upon  your  ta- 
ble, which  1  mean  to  move  should  be  read, 
and  on  which  I  am  to  ground  a  motion  of 
censure  against  that  noble  lord,  and  yet  no 
one  of  the  committee  who  made  that  Report, 
has  thought  proper  to  make  any  observa- 
tions upon  the  flagrant  charge  it  contains, 
and  there  has  appeared  no  actual  intention 
of  noticing  the  transaction  itself.  I  own 
it  did  surprise  me,  that  such  evidence  could 
have  been  laid  upon  the  table,  without 
any  notice  being  taken  of  it ;  but  however 
invidious  it  may  appear,  I  own  that  I  had 
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ho  sooner  read  it,  tlian  the  flagrancy  of 
the  offence  struck  mc,  and  feeling  as  I  do 
every  respect  for  that  committee  and  that 
chairman,  I  could  not  refrain  from  doing 
what  I  conceived  to  be  a  public  duty.  It 
b  however  somewhat  surprising  that  they 
should  have  done  no  more  than  state  the 
facts ;  and,  though  I  do  not  mean  to  make 
any  insinuation  against  the  conduct  of  the 
Committee,  it  is  I  think  desirable  that  they 
should  have  accompanied  that  statement, 
with  some  recommendation  to  the  house. 
What  possible  defence  can  be  made  by 
the  noble  lord,  or  his  friends,  I  am  truly 
at  a  loss  to  conceive,  for  I  know  of  nothing 
they  can  have  to  ofrer  either  in  justifica- 
tion or  extenuation  of  such  an  offence.  It 
may  be -stated,  that  he  has  done  no  more 
than  what  others  have  done  before  him  ; 
and  if  so,  I  shall  only  say,  that  in  all 
former  transactions  of  this  nature,  a  si  mi- 
liar inquiry  and  a  similar  censure  has 
taken  place  as  that  which  I  now  ask  for. 
I  cannot  agree  with  the  sentiments  of  an 
hoii.  and  learned  gentleman  opposite, 
when  he  stated  that  the  evidence  of  an  ac- 
complice is  to  be  rejected.  In  this  case 
here  is  both  a  principal  and  an  accomplice 
implicated,  and  I  am  prepared  to  argue 
that  point,  should  it  be  set  up.  If  I  were 
now  calling  for  the  censure  of  the  house 
upon  a  transaction,  a  system  of  corruption, 
which  had  at  any  time  appeared  of  a 
justifiable  nature,  it  might  be  incumbent 
upon  me  to  urge  further  argument  than  I 
have  done,  but  at  present  the  question 
merely  appears  to  be,  has  this  offence  been 
committed  or  not  ?  This  is  the  question 
which  the  house  has  in  its  power  to  deter- 
mine from  the  evidence  before  it,  and  in- 
deed I  need  no  other  assistance  than  what 
comes  from  the  lips  of  the  noble  lord  him- 
self. I  have  refrained  from  casting  any 
imputation  upon  the  accused  that  the  evi- 
dence does  not  fully  warrant  ;  and  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  what  he  has  to  offer  in 
contradiction  to  that  testimony  which  is 
already  before  us ;  and  as  I  know  it  is  usual 
for  the  house  to  permit  persons  accused  to 
•late  any  observations  that  may  occur  in 
their  defence,  as  well  as  to  permit  the  ac- 
cuser to  reply,  I  shall  not  trespass  at  pre- 
sent more  upon  your  patience,  than  to 
repeat  my  assurance  that  I  have  acted 
from  no  other  motive  than  a  conscientious 
discharge  of  my  duty. — The  noble  lord 
then  concluded  his  statement,  by  moving, 
"  That  so  much  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Evi- 
dence contained  in  the  Report  which,^pon 
the  23d  day  of  March  last,  wai  made  from 
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the  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  existence  of  any  corrupt  practices  in 
regard  to  the  appointment  and  nomination 
of  Writers  or  Cadeta  in  the  service  of  ihe 
East  India  Company,  or  any  agreement, 
negotiation,  or  barj^ain,  direct  or  indirect, 
for  the  sale  there<)f,  as  relates  to  the  evi- 
dence given  before  the  said  Committee  by 
lord  viscount  Castlereagh,  tlie  earl  of  Clan- 
carty,  Mr.  Rcdin^jj.  and  Mr.  Davis,  might 
be  read." — And  the  same  being  read  ; 

Lord  Castlereagh  rose  and  spoke  as  fol- 
lows.— I  certainly  cannot  help  expressing 
my  utmost  regret  that  any  action  of  mine 
should  become  the  subject  of  parliamentary 
discussion.  I  am  sure  no  person  can  feel 
more  for  the  privileges  and  independence 
of  this  house,  than  I  do;  and  certainly 
my  culpability,  if  really  guilty,  must  be 
greatly  increased,  from  the  situation  I  hold 
in  his  majesty's  councils.  If  I  have  com- 
mitted any  error  in  the  discharge  of  my 
public  duty,  I  can  assure  the  house,  that 
it  was  not  intentional  on  my  part,  and  is 
rather  to  be  attributed  to  accident  than 
design.  I  thank  the  noble  lord  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  brought  this  ques- 
tion forward,  and  for  the  full  and  candid 
statement  which  he  has  made  of  his  view 
of  it,  before  he  came  to  propose  his  final 
Resolutions.  There  is  no  extent  to  which 
the  charge  can  be  carried,  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  hear  and  to  meet,  and  on  this  ac- 
count I  am  gratified  at  the  full  explanation 
which  has  been  given  by  the  noble  lord. 
I  am  the  last  man  who  will  complain  of 
his  going  too  far  in  urging  any  charge 
against  myself.  I  allow  him  to  draw 
every  inference  he  can  from  my  own 
evidence,  but  there  are  some  things  which 
I  have  to  say,  that  will  be  directly  con- 
trary to  what  has  been  stated  by  some  of 
the  witnesses.  If  gentlemen  will  judge  . 
my  conduct,  when  separated  from  my 
political  principles,  I  trust  that  no  blame 
will  attach  to  it.  Here  it  may  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  state,  and  I  solemnly  de- 
clare, that,  as  a  minister  of  the  crown,  1 
never  applied  my  patronage  to  acquire 
any  unjust  influence  in  this  house;  and  I 
am  sure  no  person  can  contradict  me. 
The  patronage  I  had,  and  the  manner  in 
which  I  disposed  of  it,  is  before  you,  and 
it  will  be  seen  that  I  neither  bestowed  it 
upon  the  members,  nor  upon  the  electors, 
nor  for  any  politick  purpose  whatsoever.  I 
also  beg  leave  to  state  that  it  never  once  oc- 
curred to  me  as  an  original  idea,  to  employ 
my  patronage  to  obtain  lord  Clancarty^s 
return.     Wnen  I  saw  Mr.  Reding,  he  told 
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me,  that  a  person  who  wished  to  vacate 
his  seat  had  a  neptiew,  whom  he  wish- 
ed to  send  to  Indfa  as  a  writer,  and  that 
he  had  it  in  his  power  to  favour  lord 
Clancarty's  eleption.  I  certainly  regret 
very  much  that  I  ever  had  any  connection 
with  Reding  ;  but  I  assure  the  house,  that 
at  that  time  I  had  no  notion,  that  such  a 
person  existed  in  society  as  a  trafficking 
broker  for  offices  under  government  (A 
loud  cry  of  hear!  hear!  in  which  lord 
Milton's  voice  was  distinguishable).  I 
beseech  the  noble  lord  to  restrain  his  im* 
patience ;  and  again  beg  leave  to  assure  the 
bouse,  that  I  knew  not4hat  persons  of 
that  description  were  in  existence.  If 
any  other  member  kne^  of  it,  I  am  sur- 
prised they  never  made  it  a  subject  of 
parliamentary  enquiry  before.  When  I 
recommended  Mr.  Reding  to  go  and  make 
his  proposal  to  lord  Clancarty,  I  perceived 
no  impropriety  in  the  case,  as  I  consider- 
ed it  perfectly  fair  for  one  friend  to  serve 
another  at  an  election.  When  1  placed 
the  Writership  at  lord  Clancarty's  dispo- 
^  <al,  1  had  no  other  view  than  to  serve  my 
*  friend,  and  if  1  could  do  so,  1  had  no  hesi- 
tation to  give  a  Writership  to  any  respec- 
table gentleman's  son  or  nephew  who 
could  promote  my  views,  particularly  as  I 
was  ipyself  to  determine  whether  the  party 
recommended  was  eligible.  I  certainly 
considered  lord  Clancarty  to  be  a  man  of 
great  abilities,  and  was  of  opinion,  both  on 
account  of  those  abilities,  and  of  the  great 
quantity  of  business,  for  which  that  noble 
lord  was  peculiarly  qualified,  that  if  be 
had  at  that  time  a  seat  in  parliament,  the 
country  would  derive  much  benefit  from 
his  services.  In  my  opinion,  no  turpitude 
attaches  to  the  transaction,  and  if  a  pec^i- 
niary  consideration  could  have  formed  any 
part  of  it,  it  was  least  of  all  to  be  expected 
to  take  place  between  a  father  and  a  son, 
or  an  uncle  and  a  nephew.  I  do  not  deny 
but  Mr.  Reding  meant  to  derive  conside- 
rable advantage  from  the  transaction,  but 
I  assure  the  house  it  nev.er  entered  into 
my  mind,  nor  I  am  confident  into  that  of 
lord  Clancarty.  As  I  did  not  want  the 
seat  alluded  toby  Mr.  Reding  for  myself, 
I  sent  his  letter  to  lord  Clancarty,  and 
the  only  conversation  he  had  with  him, 
was  his  inquirins^  who  was  the  person  dis- 
posed to  retire  from  parliament,  and  find- 
ing he  could  not  get  that  information  from 
him,  he  broke  off  the  transaction.  The 
negotiation  never  having  been  resumed, 
it  was  evident  that  the  bartering  of  a  wri- 
tership for  any  corrupt  consideration^  was 


as  foreign  from  lord  Clancarty's  mind,  as 
it  was  from  mine.  As  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Davis,  the  fact  is,  I  never  saw  that  person 
in  my  life;  although  it  is  said,  he  called 
upon  me  in  Downing-street,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  message  from  my  porter,  in 
answer  to  his  note.  If  my  porter  told  hira^ 
as  from  me,  to  go  to  my  office  in  Downing- 
street,  I  must  have  supposed  him  to  be 
Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  this  house  ;  but 
when  I  found  who  he  was,  I  wrote  to  him, 
that  he  could  not  do  me  a  greater  favour 
than  ta  expose  the  whole  transaction. 
This  is  all  I  l^now  "of  Mr.  Davis,  and  I 
never  saw  him  in  my  life  in  Downing- 
street  or  elsewhere. — ^The  noble  lord  has 
brought  a  particular  charge  of  criminality 
against  me,  from  the  official  situation 
which  I  held, as  President  of  the  Board  of 
Controul,  alledging,  ^hat  this  criminality  is 
pai'ticulariy  aggravated  from  this  addi- 
tional consideration,  that  I  did  make  use  of 
the  infhience  which  1  possessed  in  conse- 
quence of  that  situation,  to  promote  the 
election  of  a  member  of  parliament. 
The  appointment  of  the  higher  offices  in 
India  is  vested,  no  doubt,  in  the  Board  of 
Controul,  but  with  the  inferior  appoint- 
ments this  Board  has  officially  no  connec- 
tion, as  it  was  supposed  by  the  legislature 
that  the  power  of  such  appointments  would 
devolve  too  great  a  share  of  influence  on 
Che  Crown,  and  for  that  reason  had  the  in- 
ferior patronage  been  broken  down,  and 
parcelled  out  among  the  directors.  Of  a 
Writership,  therefore,  I  could  not  have 
officially  disposed,  as  such  an  appointment 
was  not  within  my  official  province.  From 
the  situation,  however,  which  I  held,  I 
had  no  doubt  a  degree  of  influence,  but 
that  influence  was  not  of  an  official 
nature,  and  rested  entirely  with  the  per- 
son legally  authorized  to  recommend. — 
This  influence  was  not  of  my  creating ;  I 
found  it  existing  when  I  succeeded  to  the 
office,  and  considered  it  merely  as  an  act 
of  grace  and  favour  arising  naturally 
perhaps  from  the  situation,  but  a  patro- 
nage by  no  means  officially  in  the  hands 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Controul. 
For  that  portion  of  influence,  therefore,  I 
cannot  in  justice  be  considered  as  respon- 
sible, not  having  exercised  it  in  my  official 
capacity.*  So  f^r  is  this  portion  of  patron- 
age from  being  official,  that  it  is  often 
ei\joyed  by  a  person  who  has  been  once 
in  office,  even  after  he  is  no  longer  Presi- 
dent, as  a  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr. 
Tierney),  1  have  no  doubt,  has  expe« 
rienced«     This  at  least  I  have  found  to  b% 
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the  case  even  after  my  connection  with 
the  Board  no  longer  existed.  This  in- 
fluence may  be  easily  accomited  for  from 
the  habits  of  friendship,  and  the  circum- 
stance of  having  been  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  Directors,  and  was  jK)t  less 
qfficial  than  that  supposed  to  be  enjoyed 
bjr  the  existing  President  of  the  Board.  In 
either  situation,  I  confess,  it  is  a  duty  to 
make  a  proper  use  of  this  influence,  en- 
joyed by  the  mere  indulgence  of  indivi- 
dual Directors  ;  but  to  the  exercise  of  this 
influence  there  is  no  particular  br  extra- 
ordinary responsibility  attached  from  the 
circumstance  of  being  President  of  the 
Board  of  Controul. — Of  whatever  crimi- 
nality, therefore^  I  may  be  accused  on  this 
occasion,  any  attempt  to  render  it  more 
aggravated,  from  considering  it  as  con- 
nected with  the  exercise  of  my  official 
duty,  I  must  consider  as  unfair  and  ill 
founded.  The  Board  of  Directors  do 
certainly  make  a  declaration  which  binds 
them  particularly  in  such  cases  ;  but  it 
does  not  foHow  that  other  persons  who 
make  no  such  declaration  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  having  their  errors  aggravated 
by  the  breach  of  what  they  have  not 
pledged  themselves  to  observe.  When 
called  before  the  Committee,  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  state  what  I  knew.  Had  the 
disclosure  been  connected  with  my  pub* 
lie  or  official  duties,  or  had  it  related  in 
any  way  to  the  conduct  or  policy  of  go- 
vernment, there  might  have  been  some 
room  for  hesitation  ;  but  the  subject  being 
merely  of  a  personal  nature,  it  would  have 
been  unpardonable  in  me  to  have  hesitated 
£9r  a  moment,  i  have  reason  to  regret 
the  unfortunate  circumstance  of  having 
my  name  connected  with  that  of  a  man  of 
such  a  character  as  Mr.  Reding;  but  when 
he  applied  to  me,  I  had  no  suspicion  of 
the  improper  motives  from  which  he  act- 
ed, and  was  far  from  thinking  that  be  was 
one  of  those  who  made  a  traffic  in  places. 
I  here  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  to  the 
house  the  motives  fi'om  which  I  entered 
into  the  transaction.  I  do  most  solemnly 
assure  the  •house,  that  1  had  never  for  a 
s'mgle  monfent  an  idea  that  the  appoint- 
ment in  my  gift,  and  placed  at  lord  Clan- 
carty's  disposal,  could  lead  to  any  corrupt 
influence,  either  in  that  house  or  with  in- 
dividual electors.  Although  the  person  who 
was  to  retire  from  parliament  had  not  been 
named,  still  the  impression  upon  my  mind 
was  this,  that  he  was-  not  only  a  man  of 
high  respectability,  but  one  of  those  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  voting  witd  the  go- 


vernment. I  considered  him  to  be  a  man, 
who  had  had  some  favour  to  seek  for  ar 
son  or  a  nephew,  and  could  never  suppose, 
that  the  grant  of  such  a  favour  could 
operate  either  to  affect  the  independence 
of  parliament,  or  to  corrupt  the  purity 
of  election ;  and,  indeed,  1  would  be  the 
last  man  on  earth  who  would  grant  any 
favour,  which  could  have  such  an  effect. 
But,  even  admitting,  (what  1  am  prepared 
to  deny,)  that  it  was  corrupt  to  exercise 
the  influence,  which  local  considerations 
or  legitimate  official  patronage  gave  to  the 
members  of  the  government,  with  a  view- 
to  favour  the  election  of  a  friend ;  still,  in 
the  opinion  of  very  able  men,  in  which  I 
coincide,  it  is  fortunate  that  places  exist, 
where  such  influence  can  be  exercisctl, 
because  they  aflbrd  an  opportunity  to  meri 
of  high  talents  and  great  learning,  though 
not  possessed  of  local  influence,  to  get  into 
|>arliament.  Places  of  this  description, 
which  happily  exist,  open  a  facility  of 
obtaining  seats  in  this  house  to  men,  who 
cannot  dedicate  their  whole  time  to  the 
acquisition  of  popularity  ;  men  who 
hrora  attention  to  the  business  of  office, 
who  from  study  and  application  to  pn»- 
fessional  pursuits,  are  prevented  fronr* 
the  exercise  of  those  arts  in  which  otherr 
have  an  opportunity  of  indulging  :  these 
places,  I  say,  open  a  facility  for  such 
men  to  make  their  way  into  the  house, 
who  would  necessarily  be  excluded  if 
elections  were  all  conducted  upon  po- 
pular principles,  and  coftfined,  as  in  such 
a  case  they  would  be,  to  those  only  who 
could  dedicate  their  time  to  the  attainment 
of  local  influence  and  favour-  The  ques- 
tion then  comes  to  this  ;  was  it  proper  to 
have  appointed  a  person  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case  to  the  situation  pro- 
posed, subject  to  the  qualifications  I  have, 
mentioned,  supposing  the  transaction,  in- 
stead of  existing  only  in  the  imagination, 
to  have  been  carried  into  execution  ? 
Even  the  crime  of  treason  requires  an 
overt  act  to  constitute  the  offence  and 
maintain  the  charge  ;  and  surely  it  is  not 
too  much  for  me  to  expect  to  receive  the 
benefit  of  such  a  principle.  I  consider 
it  a  duty  imposed  upon  me  as  a  minister 
not  to  accept  of  any  defence  which  might 
be  injurious  to  the  public ;  1  therefore  will 
accept  of  none  such;  but  can  it  be  sup- 
posed for  a  moment,  that  I  intended  to, 
influence  elections  corruptly  by  means  of 
this  appointment  ?  Standing  in  my  situa- 
tion as  minister  of  the  crown,  1  had  a 
right,  I  contend,  to  exercise  that  fair  in- 
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fluence  which  my  situation  gave  rae,  to 
support  the  government  with  which  I  was 
connected,^  of  which  I  was  a  member.  I 
had  a  right  to  give  those  who  would  sup- 
port that  government,  upon  independent 
principles,  every  assistance  which  my  si- 
tuation allowed,  but  not  so  as  to  interfere 
with  the  freedom  of  election  by  unduly 
influencing  the  conduct  of  individual  vo- 
ters. I  am  convinced,  that  no  man  in 
this  house,  nor  any  committee  which  may 
be  appointed  by  this  house,  would  or 
could  say,  that  conduct,  such  as  that  im- 
puted to  me,  went  so  far  to  the  corruption 
of  a  vote,  as  to  invalidate  an  election.  The 
transaction  itself,  as  it  turned  out,  I  cannot 
undoubtedly  justify  to  the  full  extent,  but 
I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  no  moral 
corruption  has  been  proved  against  me. 
Indeed,  if  I  could  have  had  any  corrupt 
views,  this  was  a  case,  in  which,  of  all 
others,  I  should  not  have  acted  upon  thena. 
It  was  a  case,  which,  from  its  very  nature, 
precluded  secrecy.  This  is  as  plain  as 
any  thing  I  can  say — as  plain  as  that  the 
marquis  of  Sligo  had  no  seat  in  this  house 
to  dispose  of — as  plain  as  that  he  had  not 
seen  Mr.  Reding  at  Downing  street.  It 
must  be  obvious,  therefore,  that,  \tith  any 
corrupt  object  in  view,  I  should  have 
avoided"  this  case,  which  never  once  ex- 
isted, which  was  merely  imaginary,  which 
was  a  perfect  romance,  as  perfect  a  one  as 
my  playing  cards  with  Mr.  Reding,  to 
which  cnarge,  if  to  any  other,  I  could  un- 
dertake to  prove  an  alibi.  For  suppose  lord 
Clancarty  was  returned  to  parliament,  and 
it  appeared  that  I  had  given  the  son,  or 
#  nephew  of  the  person  through  whom  his 
seat  may  have  been  obtained,  a  writership, 
would  not  the  transaction  be  instantly  ex- 
posed ?  If  I  acted  hastily  upon  this  sub- 
ject,, it  was  not  from  any  turpitude  ;  it 
did  not  proceed  from  any  dishonest  or  dis- 
honourable motive,  as  is  evident  from  the 
*nature  of  the  case,  which  could  not  be 
kept  a  secret.  With  respect  to  the  case 
being  never  acted  on,  \  disdain  any  de- 
fence drawn  from  that  consideration  ;  for 
if  the  corrupt  intention  is  proved,  it  makes 
little  diflerence  whether  it  was  executed, 
or  not.  But  it  is  possible  that  in  my  com^ 
munications  with  lord  Clancarty,  before 
the  business  could  be  accomplished,  I 
might  see  reason  to  influence  me  to  re- 
tract ;  it  was  competent  to  me  to  withdraw, 
if  I  saw  cause  for  so  doing  ;  and  if  I  re- 
ceived any  intimation  with  respect  to 
Reding's  character,  I  must  and  would  have 
retracted.    I  hope  that  no  one  will  think 


me  mad  enough  to  relinquish  my  public 
situation,  -my  public  character,  and  all 
that  is  dear  to  me  as  a  man,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  serving  a  private  friend,  or  procur- 
ing an  addition  of  an  individual  to  the 
party  to  which  I  belonged.  I  do  not  wish 
to  disguise  any  thing  :  I  do  not  wish  u> 
justify  any  thing  upon  principle,  which 
might  be  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of 
parliament.  Having  stripped  the  c^ase 
of  its  aggravation,  having  stated  that 
I  was  influenced  by  no  interested  or  cor- 
rupt motive,  that  I  do  not  think  the  indi- 
vidual would  have  been  led  to  surrender 
ijp  his  principles,  and,  above  all,  that  no 
elector  was  likely  to  be  corrupted  by  the 
transaction,  I  have  only  to  express  my 
sincere  regret  that  motives  of  private  friend- 
ship, or  a  wish  to  have  the  assistaince  of 
competent  persons  in  the  government, 
should  have  led  me  into  the  adoption  of 
any  conduct  that  rendered  an  inquiry  by 
this  house  necessary.  The  evidence  is 
before  you  upon  which  you  are  to  form 
your  judgment,  and  whatever  deci^iion  you 
may  pronounce,  I  shall  submit  to  it  with 
deference. 

His  lordship  withdrew  on  concluding  his 
defence,  and  the  Evidence  bein?  entered  as 
read,  lord  A.  Hamilton  proposed  the  follow- 
ing Resoliltions  : — 1st.  ''  That  it  appears  to 
this  house,  from  the  Evidence  on  the  table^ 
that  lord  viscount  Castlereagh  in  the  year 
1 805,  he  having  just  quitted  the  office  of 
President  of  the  Board  of  Controul,  and 
being  then  a  Privy  Counsellor  and  Secre* 
tary  of  State,  did^place  at  the  disposal  of 
lord  Clancarty,  a  member  of  the  said 
Board,  the  nomination  of  a  Writership  to 
India,  for  the  purpose  of  thereby  procur- 
ing the  said  lord  Clancarty  a  Seat  in  this 
honourable  house.  2nd.  That  it  was  owing 
to  a  disagreement  among  other  subordi- 
nate parties  to  the  transaction,  that  this 
Corrupt  negotiation  did  not  take  efliect — 
3rd.  That  lord  viscount  Castlereagh  has 
been  by  the  said  conduct  guilty  of  a  vio- 
lation of  his  duty,  of  an  abuse  of  his  in<- 
fluence  and  authority  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  Controul,  and  also  of  an  attaclr 
upon  the  purity  and  constitution  of  this 
house." 

Lord  Binning, — Sir  ;  when  a  man  who 
has  served  the  public  in  a  high  office  for 
many  years,  is  called  upon  to  defend 
himself  from  charges  such  as  those  con- 
tained in  the  noble  lord's  Resolutipns,  it  is 
a  matter  of  great  moment,  and  requiring 
much  deliberation.  In  the  course  of  the 
speech  which  the  noble  lord  made^  h» 
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disaToired  any  intention  of  defending 
Ittmself  upon,  principle :  I  do  not  intend 
to  dttfend  him  upon  principle  either,  and 
am  sorry  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  do 
to.  I  am  not  inclined  to  weaken  the 
impresoion  made  by  the  speech  of  my 
noble  friend,  by  going  at  any  length  into 
the  case,  but  I  feel  it  necessary  to  refer 
briefly  to  the  proceedings.  It  appears, 
that  Mr.  Reding,  in  his  interview  with 
lord  Caailereagb,  told  him  that  he  had 
the  means  of  assisting  him  in  coming 
into  parliament.  Lord  Castlereagh  in- 
fbrmcKi  Mr.  Reding,  that  he  did  not  want 
a  seat  himself,  t^t  conceiving  that  he 
made  the  ot&r  as  agent  for  a  person 
willing  to  assist  the  government,  he  refer- 
red him  to  lord  Clancarty,  whom  his  lord- 
ship well  knew,  and  who  was  his  particular 
friend ;  in  some  time  after,  he  was  told  that 
the  business  was  blown  over,  and  that  no- 
thing was  done.  :  .The  simple  fact  is,  that 
lord  Castlereagh  aiiid  that  he  could  pro- 
cure the  situation  of  a  writership,  which 
he  would  apply  to  the  purpose  of  facilitat- 
ing that  specific  negotiation  of  bringing 
lord  Clancarty  into  parliament,  an  inten- 
tioB  to  this  moment  unexecuted.  Such  is 
tiu  plain  case  before  the  house;  the  whole 
guilt  of  which  consists  in  lordCastlereagh's 
proposing  to  facilitate  the  election  of  his 
firiend.  The  noble  lord  opposite  said,  that 
be  was  unwiMing  to  press  harder  upon  any 
man,  than  the  evidence  would  bear  him 
out ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  noble 
lord  is  forgetful  of  this  declaration.  I  will 
allow  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  not  to 
dispose  of  his  patronage  improperly,  but 
as  lord  Castlereagh  bad  not  any  knowledge 
of  the  character  of  Reding,  it  cannot  be  in- 
ferred, that  he  meant  to  make  an  impro- 
per use  of  his  patronage,  by  disposing  of  it 
to  unworthy  objects.  I  tnink  it  un^ir  to 
inlist  the  case  of  Davis  on  this  occasion  ; 
because  whatever  might  have  been  the  ob- 
ject of  Davis,  lord  Castlereagh  was  cer- 
tainly no  party  to  it. — Some  observations 
have  been  made  respecting  the  indignation 
manifested  by  the  noble  lord  at  havmg  his 
name  associated  with  such  persons ;  and 
from  what  has  fallen  hrom  the  oth^r  side 
there  appears  a  wish  to  represent  the  in- 
dignation as  not  fair  and  honest ;  but  why 
should  it  be  thought  otherwise  ?  If  the  no- 
ble lord  did  not  feel  indignant  at  it  he 
«v<kild  deserve  all  the  punishment  which 
my  noble  friend  appears  so  willing  to 
hurl  upon  his  head.  It  appears  to  me  that 
in  judging  of  the  conduct  of  lord  Castle- 
reagh we  are  not  to  call  in  the  assistance 
Vou  XIV, 


of  inference,  but  decide  from  the  evidence 
before  us.  I  have  said  that  it  was  impos* 
sible  to  defend  lord  Castlereagh  uponprin* 
ciple,  1  say  so  still,  but  I  may  maintain  in 
perfect  consistency  with  this  opinion,  that 
the  Resolution  of  the  noble  lord  goes  to 
draw  down  a  greater  punishment  than  the 
offence  deserves  ;  there  are  degrees  in  of- 
fences :  you  would  not  punish  a  man  for  a 
bare  intention  with  the  same  severity  as 
for  an  actual  commission  :  what  is  neces* 
sary  to  constitute  the  offence  is  here  want* 
ing.  There  was  no  malus  anwms  ;  no  cor- 
rupt design  appears  in  the  whole  transac- 
tion. The  noble  lord  acted  not  in  his  of- 
ficial capacity,  but  as  an  individual  wish- 
ing to  oblige  his  friend.  He  had  ofBcially 
no  India  patronage  to  bestow.  What  ho 
gave  in  this  way  must  have  been  given  him 
by  soipe  of  the  Directors  who  bad  the  no- 
mination at  the  time.  Officially  he  had 
committed  no  offence,  and  the  degree  of 
punishment  ought  to  be  proportioned  to 
the  degree  of  guilt.  The  necessary  con^ 
sequence  of  carrying  these  Resolutions  will 
be  the  loss  of  office  to  the^  noble  lord.  I 
know  it  is  sometimes  asserted  that  dismis- 
sal from  o&ce  is  not  to  be  considered  a 
punishment.  When  the  dismissal  is  occa- 
sioned by  the  pleasure  of  the  sovereign,  by 
a  want  of  strength  in  the  ministry,  or  th(| 
success  and  overbearance  of  some  rival 
party,  it  is  certain  the  dismissal  cannot  be 
considered  as  a  punishment ;  but  whea 
charges  of  corruption  are  entertained,  sancr 
tioned,  and  registered,  and  the  dismissal 
takes  place  in  consequence  of  such  charges* 
will  any  man  say  that  the  dismissal  froni 
office  is  not  a  punishment,  and  a  severe 
one  too }  I  will  not  trouble  the  house  any 
longer  upon  this  subject,  but  shall  con- 
cluae  with  a  hope  that  the  house,  in  exer- 
cising its  discretion,  will  be  considerate, 
and  in  its  anxiety  to  discharge  a  duty  to 
the  public,  will  not  forget  what  it  owes  to 
an  individual.  On  the  grounds  I  have  al- 
ready stated,  I  shall  move  that  the  other 
orders  of  the  day  be  now  read. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wyrtn,  Certainly,  sir,  after 
the  speech  which  we  have  heard  from  the 
noble  lord,  t  for  one  did  not  expect  that  he 
would  have  concluded  it  with  such  a  mo- 
tion ;  I  for  one  did  not  expect  that  after 
he  said  the  proposition  of  my  noble  friend 
was  rather  severe,  he  would  attempt  to 
substitute  for  it  a  proposal  that  it  should 
be  dismissed  altogether ;  that  when  a  Re- 
solution was  proposed  by  my  noble  friend 
grounded  upon  facts,  the  noble  lord  shouU 
propose  to  us  to  pass  it  by  without  notice 
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AS  a  matter  wholly  unworthy  of  detaining 
OS  from  more  important  business.  I  agree 
with  my  noble  friend  that  a  negociation 
upon  a  corrupt  principle  was  intended  to 
be  carried  into  ettect ;  I  should  be  sorry 
that  any  man  should  think  of  confounding 
the  intention  with  the  execution,  and  at- 
taching to  them  an  equal  ciiitiinaiity ;  but, 
if  the  intention  is  less  criminal  than  the 
execution,  are  we  therefore  to  conclude 
that  entering  into  such  a  negociation  is  no 
offence  whatever  ?  I  expected  that  the  no- 
ble lord  would  have  said  he  agreed  as  to 
the  facts,  but  thought  the  expressions  were 
too  strong,  and  that  he  would  have  pro- 
posed some  other  form  of  Resolution,  as  a 
middle  course,  not  liable  to  that  objection. 
I  will  admit  that  many  may  have  entered 
into,  and  continued  the  same  system;  that 
they  may  have  been  equally  guilty  with  . 
the  noble  lord,  though  they  succeeded  bet-  | 
ter  in  concealing  their  faults  from  the  pub-  | 
lie  ;  but,  is  that  a  reason  why,  when  such 
a  fact  is  brought  to  light,  the  house  of  com- 
mons shoidd  pass  it  over  lightly  ?  If  they 
do,  it  will  be  ineflect  publishing  to  every 
person  who  may  fill  the  same  situation 
hereafter,  that  he  may  pursue  the  same 
traffic,  that  he  may  keep  an  open  market 
in  the  same  way.  There  might  have  been 
many  persons  guilty  of  such  transactions 
who  were  either  misled. or  acted  from  ig- 
norance, and  on  that  ground  might  merit 
«ome  indulgence ;  but  would  this  apology 
be  pleaded  by  any  member  of  that  house  ? 
or  would  it  be  set  up  as  an  excuse  for  any 
member  of  his  majesty's  government  ?  In 
a  case  like  the  present  we  have  but  one 
course  to  pursue  ;  there  is  no  option  for 
our  decision.  Duty  chalks  out  the  line, 
and,  however  reluctantly,  we  must  submit 
to  its  dictates.  I  know  that  there  are  many 
persons  in  this  house  who  are  disposed  to 
maintain  that  the  influence  over  electors 
is  not  injurious,  and  that  little  disadvan- 
tage results  from  the  practice  of  bribery  ; 
this  I  know  many  of  them  to  maintain  in 
private  conversation  ;  but  when  a  case  of 
this  kind  is  made  out,  they  ate  bound  in 
duty  to  obey  the  course  prescribed  by  law, 
and  by  act  of  parliament ;  and  with  that, 
their  private  opinions  ought  not  to  interfere. 
I  agree  in  the  Resolution  of  1779,  which 
reprobates  the  interference  of  ministers  of 
the  crown  at  elections,  and  I  shall  propose 
that  that  Resolution  be  read  before  the 
house  conies  to  a  decision  in  this  case. 
Many  may  differ  in  opinion  upon  this  Re- 
volution, they  may  be  inclined  to  doubt 
ito  truth,  but  it  being  a  Resolution  of  this 


house  renders  it,  in  my  opinion,  impera- 
tive upon  us.  It  may  be  said,  that  the 
East  India  Company  ought  to  be  grateful 
to  those  who  would  recommend  proper 
men  to  fill  the  situations,  and  possessed  of 
the  qualifications  that  arc  required.  I 
think  it  wholly  impossible  that  out  of  20 
educaled  men  19  should  not  be  fit  for 
them  ;  it  therefore  is  rtot  so  great  a  com- 
pliment to  supply  the  East  India  Compa« 
ny  with  these  competent  persons.  Ap- 
pointments unJer  the  Company  are,  by  a 
Resolution  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  viti- 
ated when  obtained  with  undue  influence, 
even  though  the  holder  should  not  have 
been  privy.  But  was  this  a  case,  in 
which  the  noble  lord  was  i^^norant  of  the 
disposal  of  his  patronage  ?  No,  it  was  one 
in  which  he  himself  was  about  to  dispose 
of  his  patronage  for  unworthy  and  uncon- 
stitutional purposes.  He  had  not  attempt- 
ed to  justify  the  transaction  upon  princi- 
ple. That  was  better  r^n  if  he  had  stood 
up  unblushingly,  and  said,  I  have  no  money 
in  my  pocket,  I  have  gained  nothing  by 
the  transaction,  and  therefore  I  am  inno- 
cent. It  was  a  better  and  more  modest 
way  of  proceeding,  and  may  have  S9m« 
tendency  to  mitigate  the  punishment  which 
the  house  may  be  inclined  to  adjudge  to 
him.  I  wish  that  some  censure  may  be 
adopted  which  shall  vindicate  the  dignity 
of  the  house  :  not  only  the  public  now, 
but  posterity  will  look  to  our  decision  upon 
this  occasion,  and  be  influenced  by  it.  I 
remember  a  charge  once  brought  against 
a  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  for  having  mis- 
applied the  public  money,  which  had  been 
granted  for  a  particular  service.  I  re*, 
member  too,  that  the  person  charged  in 
that  instance,  declared  that  no  human 
power  should  compel  him  to  disclose  the 
manner  in  which  that  money  had  been 
applied.  Yet  that  person  (lord  Melville) 
had  been  brought  to  trial.  Here  we  have 
the  evidence  of  one  of  our  own  body,  coii» 
fessing  the  fact  charged,  and  shall  we  suf- 
fer it  t'>  pass  unnoticed  ?  Will  any  mem* 
ber  state,  that  what  appears  upon  the  evi- 
dence in  this  case,  if  carried  into  eflect* 
would'not  have  been  deserving  of  punish* 
ment?  For  my  part,  I  think  expulsion  the 
smallest  that  could  be  applied  to  it.  I 
certainly  am  not  for  punishing  the  inten« 
tion  with  the  same  severity ;  but  then  I 
am  as  far  from  agreeing  that  no  notice 
should  be  taken  of  it  A  case  occurred 
some  time  ago,  of  a  man  attemptins  to 
murder  another  by  striking  him  with  m 
poker  on  the  head ;  on  the  trial  there  w«e 
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jome  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  extent 
m  the  crime,  in  order  to  proportion  the 
punishment ;  the  poker  was  not  an  instru* 
nent  to  cut  with,  but  the  intention  was 
equally  manifest  as  if  it  was,  and  equally 
punished.       Upon    the  same    ground,  I 
think  that  the  intention  manifested  and 
acknowledged  by  the  noble  lord*  is  suffi- 
cient to  establish  his  criminality.     Consi* 
der  what  an  effect  your  compliance  with 
the  motion  of  the  noble  lord  may  produce 
«pon  the  country  hereafter ;    how  natural 
will  it  be  for  subsequent  parliaments  to 
say,  when  called  upon  to  punish  a  fninis- 
ter  wh<>  has  actually  lexecuted  what  ihe 
noble  viscount  only  attempted,  "  in  the 
parliament  of  1809,  theattempt  was  consi- 
dered too  trifling  to  be  noticed.      Surely, 
then,  the  performance  of  it  now  is  of  no 
material   consequence.'' — Something  has 
been  said  with  respect  to  aggravation,  in 
-  this  caee.    It  has  been  said,  that  that  pa- 
tronage did  not  fall  to  the  noble  viscount 
by  virtue  of  his  own  office,  but  was  at- 
tached to  some  other  department,  distinct 
firom  his.     I  do  not  think  that  such  inter- 
changes ought  to  exist.  .   This  circum- 
stance, however,  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  any  aggravation  of  the  noble  viscount's 
fault ;  but  as  certainly  it  is  no  extenuation 
of  it.     If  that  was  admitted,  it  would  open 
the  door  to  numberless  other  abuses ;  for 
if  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  to 
make  a  corrupt  appointment  in  a  public 
department,  he  might  say,  *<I  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  that,  it  does  not  come 
immediately  under  my  office,  it  was  in  the 
department  of  my  friend  the  Secretary  of 
State.'^     This  exchange,  this  borrowing 
of  patronage  for  the  purpose  ol'  influencing 
the  return  of  members  to  parliament,  ought 
to    be    prevented,  and   it    is   upon    the 
strongest  conviction  of  the  necessity  that 
I  vote  for  the  Resolutions  proposed  by  my 
noble  friend,  because  if  the  negociatio'n 
£uled,  it  was  from  other  grounds,  and  not 
firom  want  of  inclination  on  the  part  of  the 
noble  lord. 

Mr.  Croker  claimed  the  attention  of  (he 
house  for  a  short  time.  He  wished  that, 
in  considering  the  whole  of  the  case  now 
under  discussion,  they  would,  in  the  very 
first  instance,  reflect  on  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Reding,  upon  whose  testimony  the 
material  part  of  it  rested  ;  which  if  they 
did  in  a  dispassionate  way,  tliey  would  find 
that  it  was  so  irreconcilable  to  reason, 
truth,  and  common  sense,  that  they  could 
place  no  faith,  no  credence  in  it.  When 
be  was  iirst  interrogated  before  the  Com- 


mittee, his  answers  confounded  themselves; 
at  one  time  he  said  the  seat  in  parliament 
was  to  be  obtained  for  a  writership ;  bi>t 
being  closely  pressed,  he  then  dedared 
that  It  was  only  to  be  obtaine<{  for  a  pecu« 
niary  consideration- and  that,  too,  was  re* 
la^d  in  so  confused  a  way,  as  to  produce 
a  very  unfavourable  impression  upon  the 
mind  of  all  the  Committee.  It  was,  from 
beginning  to  end,  one  tissue  of  incompre* 
hensibility,  evasion,  and  equivocation. — 
But  what  had  principally  induced  him  to 
rise  on  this  occasion  was  a  wish  to  rescue 
the  memory  of  a  much  valued  and  de* 
ceased  friend  Irom  the  imputation  thrown 
upon  it.  That  friend  was  the  late  marquis 
of  Sligo,  and  he  contended,  that  such  a 
charge  or  imputation  of  corruption  against 
a  man  who  was  in  his  grave  ought  not  to 
be  credited  upon  the  evidence  of  such  a 
person  as  Reding.  He  further  endeavour- 
ed to  shew,  that  the  story  told  by  Keeling 
could  not  be  true,  because,  in  point  of  law, 
lord  Clancarty  as  an  Irish  peer  could  not 
sit  in  the  house  for  an  Irish  borough.  The 
same  remark  applied  to  lord  Hawarden, 
who  was  in  a  similar  situation.  He  (Mr. 
Croker)  had  enjoyed  the  friendship  and 
the  confidence  of  the  marquis  of  Sligo,  and 
knew  that  he  had  no  influence  or  interest, 
except  in  the  counties  of  Mayo  and  Gal- 
way,  and  that  such  influence  as  he  had  de- 
pended solely  on  his  rank  and  landed  pro- 
perty. With  regard  to  his  noble  friend 
who  had  just  retired,  he  contended  that 
the  second  Resolution  of  the  noble  lord 
against  him  was  false  in  fact,  for  he  had 
shewn  that  there  was  an  impossibility  that 
the  transaction  could  have  been  completed. 
He  also  affirmed,  that  the  first  Resolution 
was  false  in  fact,  though  perhaps  not  in 
terms,  because  the  patronage  had  not  been 
conferred  by  the  noble  viscount  as  iSecre- 
tary  of  State,  but  as  t^residtntof  the  Board 
of  Controul.  The  gentlemen  from  his  side 
of  the  water  were  supposed  to  be  rather 
deficient  in  their  logic,  but  in  the  present 
insiance  the  deficiency  rested  with  the 
noble  mover  (a  laugh  )  He  hoped  the 
noble  lord  would  excuse  the  gentleman  on 
the  other  side  for  I  vughing  at  him.  Per- 
haps they  only  laughed  at  his  logic  (a  loud 
laugh.)  Disagreeing  with  the  noble  lord 
in  his  premises,  he  could  not  vote  for  his 
conclusion  ;  for  ihb  premises  bein>^  both 
false,  he  could  not,  consistently  with  rea- 
son, support  a  conclusion  atiirmatively 
derived  from  them.  There  really  in  thi)i 
case  existed  no  more  than  a  parliamentary 
difficulty  (a  laugh.)    The  thing  had  be* 
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tome  familiar  by  cuslom,  and  when  it  was 
discovered  could  only  be  considered  as  a 
tenial  offence  (Hear  1  hear  !).  This  was 
what  must  be  admitted  on  al  I  sides.  With- 
out entering  into  detail,  he  would  rest  his 
vote  on  what  his  noble  friend  had  hiraf^elf 
Stated.  His  conduct  Was  not  altogether 
justifiable,  for  he  could  not  say  that  it  was 
not  wrong  (a  laugh.)  He  meant  that  his 
noble  friend  had  successfully  contended, 
that  his  offence  ^as  not  of  the  darkest  die^ 
but  that  it  was  a  middle  sort  of  offence. 
He  therefore  wished  that  a  middle  course 
should  be  taken,  a^  had  been  recommend- 
ed by  the  hon.  gent,  who  sf^oke  last.  He 
requested  that  every  individual  would  do 
in  this  case  wJiat  lie  would  wish  to  be  done 
in  his  own.  At  all  events  he  could  not 
ftgree  in  a  direct  vote  of  censure. 

Mr.  C  iVynn  said,  that  the  hon.  gent, 
seemed  to  have  misunderstood  him  :  he 
recommended  no  middle  course.  He  had 
only  said,  that  he  expected  the  noble  lord 
opposite  would  have  recommended  such  a 
course ;  btit  for  his  part  he  did  not  mean 
to  disapprove  in  any  degree  of  that  which 
his  noble  friend  had  adopted. 

Lord  Mition  observed,  that  he  had  felt 
great  indignation  at  a  particular  part  of 
the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh's)  speech,  and 
indeed  at  the  whole  of  it ;  but  as  to  the 
manner  of  expressing  that  indignation,  he 
was  ready  to  apologize  to  the  noble  lord 
and  the  house. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  could  not  help  admiring 
the  ingenuity  with  which  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Croker)  contrived  to  turn  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  from  the  main  question 
to  the  marquis  of  Sligo,  whose  case  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion. The  hon.  gent.,  he  thought, 
would  find  some  difficulty  in  reconciling 
some  inconsistencies  ^at  appeared  in  his 
speech.  He  felt  the  greatest  indignation 
lit  the  imputation  that  had  been  cast  upon 
the  deceased  marquis  of  Sligo,  in  associat- 
ing him  with  such  transactions,  but  he 
seemed  to  lose  all  his  warmth,  when  he 
cd^itemplated  the  charge  made  against  the 
lining.  The  hon.  gent,  ought  to  have 
taken  a  little  more  pains  to  defend  the  liv- 
ing, seeing  what  he  had  done  for  the  dead. 
There  existed  in  this  case  a  degree  of  guilt, 
which  was  not  to  be  passed  over  in  the 
slight  way  proposed  by  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite (lord  Binning,)  nor  in  a  slight  way 
at  all;  and  nothing  short  of  adopting  the 
Resolutions  of  his  noble  friend  would  satis- 
fy the  duty  of  the  house.  He  held  an  om* 
nioa  directly  contrary  to  that  stated  by 


the  noble  lord  in  his  defence ;  and  thought 
this  mode  of  disposing  of  seats  in  parlia- 
ment was  extremely  improper,  tmccmstftch- 
tional,  and  subversive  of  the  best  iritefest* 
of  the  country.  He  was  surpriseii  th«% 
f  hey  who  thought  otherwise  should  bring 
hr^Atd  such  opinions  now;  for  thougk 
they  might  think  it  proper  that  soch  prac-> 
tices  should  exist  in  secret,  yet,  in  order 
to  continue  their  existence  in  secret,  they 
ought  to  visit  them  with  doe  severity  when 
the}*  came  before  the  house.  To  pas* 
them  over  when  thus  exposed  would  be 
giving  the  severest  stab  to  their  own  doc- 
trines. Be  the  pergonal  corruption  here 
ever  so  little,  (and  he  was  not  disposed  tor 
aggravate  the  case,)  it  was  necessary  to 
look  at  it  as  an  official  oflence,  and  with  ^ 
view  to  its  effects  on  the  country/  Tbo 
circumstanfce  of  the  noble  lord  holding  two 
official  situations  at  the  time  was  rather  an 
aggravation  of  the  offence.  The  patron- 
age of  the  Directors  ought  not  to  be  given 
away  tor  such  (mrposes  as  this ;  or,  if  it  wasy 
it  would  only  be  a  reason  why  they  shouki 
not  possess  that  patronage.  The  meaning 
of  the  term  "  facilitating,"  in  the  evid^»cey 
meant  nothing  else  than  placing  a  writer-^ 
ship  at  the  disposal  of  a  member  of  the 
government,  which,  as  had  been  openly 
arowed,  was  appropriated  to  the  purpoao 
of  bringing  a  man  into  parliament. — Witb 
regard  to  the  assertion  that  there  wlis  ner 
view  in  this  particular  instance  to  tto 
augmentation  of  the  influem'e  of  govern- 
ment, if  lord  Clancarty  had  come  into 
parliament,  neither  the  noble  lord,  nor 
any  body  else,  could  have  much  doubt  aS 
to  the  side  on  which  he  would  have  toted^ 
The  one  being  President  of  the  Board  of 
Controul,  and  the  other  a  member  of  that 
Board  ;  the  presumption  was,  that  lord 
Clanjcarty  would  have  voted  for  the  go- 
vernment for  the  time  being,  of  which  he 
(lord  Castlereagh)  formed  a  part. — ^The 
defence  did  not  go  to  maintain  that  all 
this  was  perfectly  right;  bot  it  was  said 
thai  there  was  no  corruption  of  the  elec- 
tors in  this  case.  But,  the  person,  who 
was  to  give  the  seat,  was  supposed  to  have 
the  command  of  it — a  command  of  seats 
might  be  had  in  different  ways,  but  th6 
whole  of  them  might  be  ultimately 
more  or  less  resolvable  into  ttoney. 
Burgage  tenure  and  boroughs  Were  as 
much  a  matter  of  bargain  and  sale  as  a 
oow  or  a  horse.  When  an  estate  wis  sold, 
if  any  parliamentary  inter^t  belonged  to 
it,  this  was  always  considered  in  tl»e  price* 
When   ttieatbers   were  to  be   reterne^ 
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friends  of  the  proprietori  were  sotiietimes  i 
pot  in,  but  it  more  frequently  happened 
that  the  seats  were  sold  for  5,000/.  or  what* 
erer  sam  they  could  hring.  There  were 
other  bofottghs  where  parties  maintained 
their  inflo^nqt  by  continual  corruption^ 
and  when  an  exchange  of  this  sort  took 
place,  the  parties  riosI  know  that  corrap- 
tion  must  be  the  efiect  in  procuring  the 
seat.  There  were  some  who  said  that  this 
corruption  was  necessary,  in  order  to  sup- 
port the  gorempient;  but,  he  had  no  he- 
sitation  in  declaring  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
that  it  OBght  not  to  be  supported  by 'such 
inftuence  as  this.  This  subject,  he  obser- 
Ted,  was  connected  with  the  general  ques- 
tion of  a  Reform  in  Parliament.  He  re- 
Hiembered  in  his  early  life  to  have  heard 
of  an  observation  of  the  great  lord  Chat- 
ham, •*  That  if  Parliament  did  not  reform 
itself  from  within,  it  would  be  reformed 
with  a  vengeance  from  without.'*  He 
hoped  the  latter  alternative  would  never 
take  place ;  but  if  such  abuses  as  this  were 
passed  over  unheeded,  it  was  not  to  be 
concealed,  that  a  Reform  would  be  called 
for,  in  a  maimer  which  nobody  would  be 
more  sorry  to  see  than  himself.  It  was 
necessary,  for  the  preservation  of  the  con- 
stitution, that  8u<;h  transactions  as  this 
should  be  animadverted  upon  with  seve- 
rity. That  severity  ought  not,  4ndeed,  to 
go  beyond  the  6ccasion,  and  the  Resolu- 
tions of  the  noble  lord  did  not  go  farther 
than  the  occasion  "required.  They  were 
merely  ResoliJtioii^  of  fart,  though,  per* 
haps,  the  fact  in  the  second  Resolution  was 
incorrectly  stated,  and  he  would  therefore 
agree  to  add  some  few  words  by  way  of 
Amendment,  soch  fts  the  foll^win^ :  "  As 
hr  as  appeared  to  the  noble  lord  at  the 
time ;"  for  it  was  absolutely  certain,  that 
the  eJtchafige  would  have  been  completed, 
if  the  underlings  had  not  dropped  the  ne- 
gotiation. Kthe  hort.  gent.  (Mr.  Croher) 
bad  concluded  his  speech  by  proposing 
some  such  Amendment  as  this,  he  would 
have  been  more  consistent,  or  what,  per- 
haps, he  would  like  better,  he  would  have 
been  more  logical.  Great  stress  was  laid 
OR  the  transaction  not  being  con>pleted. 
H*  agreed,  that  if  the  affair  had  gone  for- 
ward»  the  noble  lord  might  have  seen 
s6me  circumstances  to  stop  him,  and  this 
was  entitled  to  weight ;  but  setting  moral 
guilt  oat  of  the  question,  the  Whole 
amounted  to  this,  that  the  noble  lord  had, 
m  his  political  capacity,  as  far  as  the  nc- 
g5ciaifOA  went,  done  all  in  his  po^er  to 
nrry  the  ^j«€i  iatb  Mf^tj  and^  accord- 


ing to  the  common  expression,  v  tw 
thanks  to  him  that  it  had  fiaiiled.*'  If  the 
patronage  of  the  East  India  Company  wm 
thus  to  be  commuted  for  seats  in  p^r^m* 
ment  by  members  of  the  government, 
upon  what  principle  coaki  they  be  pre<^ 
vented  firom  applying  the  patronage  of  th^ 
government  itself  to  the  same  purpose; 
If  a-  writerslup  was  to  be  thus  exchanged 
for  a  seatjn  parliament,  why  shocdd  ftdi 
a  surveyor^rp  of  the  Customs  be  applied 
tm  the  same  object  ?  If  this  open  abuse  \rw9 
passed  over  slightly,  it  would  be  telling  th€r 
whole  house,  and  the  country,  that  sncli 
transactions  might  be  carried  on  with  im« 
punity,  in  direct  violation  of  the  spirit 
of  the  acts  to  prevent  bribery  at  elec^* 
tions.  Was  the  house  gravely  to  tell  the 
country,  thai  he  who  corrupted  one  voter 
was  to  be  punished,  while  he  who  cor- 
rupted the  whole  was  to  be  allowed  Uy 
escape?  And  yet  the  noble  lord  pro- 
pose to  pass  over  this  transaction  alto- 
gether, and  to  come  to  the  order  of  th« 
day  !  For  the  curiosity  of  the  thing,  h« 
should  like  to  know  what  the  order  of  thef 
day  was.  It  Was,  he  understood,  the 
third  reading  of  the  Irish  Commissioners 
Fees  Bill ;  and  the  house  was  to  pass  over 
this  great  constitutional  question  without 
doing  any  thing,  in  order  to  discuss  the 
subject  of  Irish  Fees.  There  never  coul# 
be  a  better  opportunity  of  declaring  the 
sense  of  parliament  on  this  species  of  abuse 
(coughing).  He  was  aware  that  the  ease 
was  so  clear,  that  many  might  think  he 
took  up  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  honse 
in  discussing  it ;  and  he  trusted  that  those 
who  were  so  impatient  would  shew  thai 
they  agreed  trith  him  by  their  votes. 
(Hear,  hear!  from  the  Opposition  side).— . 
The  hon.  gent,  theft  adverted  to  the  tran»-  . 
actions  of  the  noble  lord  in  Ireland,  and 
from  his  assertion^  of  purity  dr6W  this  in-i> 
ference,  that  in  the  minds  of  some  men» 
even  of  correct  private  characters,  the 
supposed  value  of  the  end  might,  by  coS« 
torn,  sanction  any  means  whatever.  He 
recollected  that  Mr.  Hastings  made  a  de- 
fence at  the  bar  of  the  house  which  asto- 
nished every  one ;  and  almost  every  alle- 
gation of  which  he  afterwards  disarvowedy 
when  it  appeared  that  it  was  not  his  own, 
but  the  defence  of  some  other  gentle mai^, 
who  had  drawn  it  up  for  him.  The  de- 
fence ef  the  noble  lord  that  night  was  all 
his  own.  But  political  men  ought  to  con« 
skier  the  means  better,  because  impropei^ 
itieans  Might  turn  out  to  be  as  mischievous 
ie  the  \w^  rufi^  m  if  the  endi  had  beeiv 
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culpable. — The  hon.  gent,  then  adverted 
to  the  state  of  the  public  mind  with  re- 
spect to  abuses,  and  observed,  that  if  the 
house  passed  over  such  a  transaction  as 
this  lightly,  it  would  forfeit  its  character 
with  the  country.  There  were  some  who 
thought  that  the  best  way  to  stop  the  po- 
pular clamour,  as  it  had  been  called,  was 
by  meeting  it  manfully  and  resolutely. 
This  might  be  the  case,  if  the  stream  ran 
in  a  wrong  direction.  But  when  the  di- 
lection  was  right,  those  who  thus  opposed 
it  would  only  be  overwhelmed  by  the  tor- 
rent. In  adopting  a  middle  course,  the 
true  way  for  gentlemen  would  be  to  agree 
to  the  Resolution  of  facts,  and  then  pro- 
pose, a  modification  if  necessary,  of  any 
resolution  of  censure  that  might  be  offered. 
The  house,  in  the  discharge  of  its  duty, 
could  not  do  less  than  adopt  the  Resolu- 
tions of  his  noble  friend. 

Mr.  Manners  Sutian  admitted,  that  where 
it  appeared  that  electors  had  been  cor- 
jrupted,  punishment  ought  to  follow.  But 
feere  no  voter.had  been  corrupted,  and  the 
circumstance  occurred  four  years  ago. 
He  put  it  to  the  house,  therefore,  whether 
they  could  conscientiously  come  to  any 
resolution  of  severity  against  the  noble 
Tiscount,  even  upon  the  evidence  before 
them?  There  was  no  practical  injury 
that  had  arisen  from  the  negociation — no 
acting  upon  it*— no  result — it  died  in  em- 
brio.  No  seat  was  obtained  or  lost 
through  it ;  no  corruption  .  proceeded,  no 
body  was  benefitted  by  it,  nor  was  the 
state  or  the  individual  injured  by  it. — He 
hoped  that  political  hostility  would  not 
prevail  so  far  as  to  aggraratt,  this  case, 
and  therefore  asked  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  whether,  with  a  fair  view  to 
the  independence  of  parliament,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  enter  on  the  Journals  such  Re- 
solutions as  these  ?  He  agree<l  that  the 
dignity  and  independence  of  the  house 
ought  to  be  its  primary  object,  but  that 
independence  and  dignity  would  be  suffi- 
ciently consulted  by  the  notice  which  had 
been  taken  of  this  transaction,  and  the 
most  moderate  way  of  proceeding  would 
be  to  adopt  the  proposition  of  his  noble 
friend,  and  go  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Grattan  said,  that  it  seemed  to  be 
generally  admitted  that  an  ofl^ence  had 
been  committed  :  the  offence,  too,  was  of 
that  sort,  the  principle  of  which  went  to 
affect  that  house  in  its  privilege,  and  the 
country  in  its  constitution;  but  then  in 
this,  as  in  every  other  offence,  there  were 
degrees,  and  the  punishment  should  be 


consonant  to  the  degree.  The  noble 
yiscount  was  on  his  trial,  and  the  house 
was  bound  to  go  through  that  trial,  with 
judicial  temper  rather  than  any  spirit 
of  prosecutionary  violence ;  and  it  was 
upon  this  principle  that  he  could  not  ap- 
prove of  going  back  to  the  political  pro- 
ceedings in  which  the  noble  viscount  had 
such  a  share  in  effecting  the  meiasure  of 
Union  with  Ireland.  He  could  hardly 
think  it  fair  to  charge  that  noble  lord 
upon  o^e  issue  and  to  try  him  upon  ano- 
ther. (Hear,  hear  I  from  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  others).  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  in  entertaining  the  present, 
charge  they  were  to  look  to  it  only.  And, 
in  the  first  instance,  he  must  do  justice  to 
the  noble  lord  ;  he  liked  the  candid  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  made  his  statement  : 
his  defence,  such  as  it  was,  waft- frank  and 
well  judged,  for  there  was  throughout  a 
decent  respect  for  constitutional  princi* 
pies.  This  much  he  said  in  justice  to  th« 
noble  lord  ;  but,  then,  what  had  the  nobl« 
lord  confessed  ? — that  he  had  evaded  a 
great  principle  of  the  constitution  ;  but 
that  he  had  not  so  evaded  it  with  a  view  to 
attack  the  constitution,  but  with  a  view 
to  accommodate  a  friend — an  offence  in 
either  case  ;  but,  in  either,  the  motives, 
were  so  widely  different,  as  to  put  a 
marked  distinction  between  the  offences 
in  both  ;  at  the  same  time,  r^.e  attack 
upon  the  constitution  was  direct,  but  then 
it  did  not,  as  it  stood,  «eem  to  be  one  of  a 
series — there  did  not  appear  any  evidence 
of  a  system ;  it  stood  alone  ;  and  looking 
at  it  so,  it  did  appear  to  him  as  if  the 
noble  viscount,  at  the  time  when  be  was 
guilty  of  that  offence,  was  not  aware  of  its 
extent.  But  still  the  offence  called  for 
the  animadversion  of  that  house — the  pur- 
chasing of  a  Seat  in  that  house  was  consi- 
dered such  an  offence,  that  the  bare  men- 
tion of  it  was  disorderly,  at  least  to  state 
it  as  a  fact  was  so.  The  house,  then, 
could  not  now  pass  over  with  an  indiffer- 
ence, proofs  of  such  an  offence — an  offence 
that  went  most  against  its  dignity,  by  soil- 
ing the  purity  of  that  source  which  con* 
stituted  its  dignity — it  was  selling  what 
was  not  to  be  sold,  and  buying  what  was 
not  to  be  bought — it  was  making  the  le- 
gislative executive — and  more  than  that,- 
making  the  executive  legislative,  and  mak- 
ing both  undermine  the  government  they 
were  constituted  to  sustain.  It  vi^as  mak- 
ing all  the  parts  conspire  against  one  ano- 
ther, and  break  off*  from  the  common  cen- 
tr«  that  made  then  strong  in  their  coouuon 
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union.  An  offence  coming  under  the 
order  of  such  olFeoces,  coald  no(  be  over- 
looked by  that  bouse.  But  the  offence  of 
^jie  •  noble  lord  was  not  single :  he  had 
offended  not  only  as  a  minister  of  the 
country,  but  as  a  President  of  the  Board 
of  Controul ;  as  a  minister  he  ought  not 
to  have  sought  to  purchase  a  Seat  in  that 
house —  as  a  President  of  the  Board  of 
Controul  he  ought  not  to  have  proffered 
a  Writership  for  that  Seat' — Here,  then, 
there  was  a  complicated  crime.  Suppose 
even  this  abuse  was  not  unusual,  for  that 
reason  the  house  ought  now  to  interpose 
and  not  allow  a  minister  of  the  crown  to 
employ  public  property  (for  offices  were 
public  property),  in  such  a  way  for  any 
private  end  whatever.  It  was  idle  to  draw 
a  distinction  that  made  the  offence  worse, 
by  making  it  more  alarming.  Govern- 
ment, it  was  said,  had  a  right  to  use  its  pa- 
tronage in  its  own  support — then  why  not 
all  patronage,  civil,  military,  ecclesiastic 
— and  for  what  was  any  government  to 
be  allowed  the  right  of  calling  forth  all 
its  patronage  on  this  specious  principle  of 
•elf-defence  ?  Why,  to  model  the  parlia- 
ment to  the  government-^all  this  was  to 
be  done  to  new-model  the  parliament  ? 
The  house  had,  upon  a  late  instance, 
shewn  a  laudable  jealousy  of  corrupt  prac- 
tices— how  could  they  now  reconcile  that 
jealousy  with  a  connivance  at  this  princi- 
ple ?  Were  the  ministers  to  be  permitted 
that  which  would  be  criminal  in  any  indi- 
vidual, and  that,  too,  on  the  principle  that 
their  power  might  not  be  weakened — the 
power  that  perhaps  gave  the  nerve  to  their 
abuses  ?  This  was  to  dread  the  streamlets 
of  corruption,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
bra^e  its  inundation.  This  he  applied 
merely  to  what  was  called  government 
patronage  ;  but  as  to  the  noble  lord  he 
had  confessed  his  crime ;  it  could  not  be 
passed  over,  though  he  (Mr.  Grattan)  ac- 
quitted him  of  the  intention  to  the  extent 
of  which  the  crime  was  capable.  The 
bouse  had  before  it  the  whole  of  the  case 
and  defence.  A  Writership  might  have 
been  given  to  facilitate  a  return  to  parlia- 
ment. The  noble  lord  h^d  not  denied  that 
offence,  but  denied  any  intention  of  at- 
tacking the  freedom  of  parliament.  He 
thought  that  it  was  not  possible  that  the 
house  could  refuse  to  affix  upon  such  a 
transaction  the  reprobation  due  to  it. 

The  Chancellor  qft/ie  Exchequer  said,  that 
however  he  might  expose  himself  to  cen- 
sure, he  thought  it  would  be  not  only  a 
Weach  of  public,  but  of  private  duty^  did 


he  not  rise  to  deliver  his  sentiments  on  a 
question  that  so  nearly  concerned  a  valued 
friend.  He  thought,  from  the  first,  that 
there  would  be  no  difference  of  opinioa 
respecting  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  the 
law  applicable  to  those  facts.  But  the 
question,  he  apprehended,  before  the  house 
was,  whether  the  case  was  such  as  required 
the  judgment  of  the  house.  The  function* 
of  that  house  consisted  not  merely  in  their 
judicial  capacity,  but  also  in  their  capacity 
as  prosecutors ;  and  they  were,  therefore, 
competent  to  judge  whether  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  it  was  requisite 
or  necessary  that  they  should  take  any 
proceedings  on  this  question,  which  mieh^ 
tend  to  their  pronouncing  a  distinct  judg-i 
ment  upon  a  transaction  never  completed^ 
and  at  the  distance  of  two  parliaments 
back.  He  complimented  the  candid  state« 
ment  of  the  last  speaker.  He  admitted 
his  facts  and  his  law,  but  doubted  the  ne<* 
cessity  of  proceeding  upon  either.  He 
hoped  the  animadversions  of  that'  ri^hft 
hon.  gent,  would  be  sufficient,  respecting, 
what  had  been  adverted  to. by  another  hon. 
member  (Mr.  W.  Smith)  who  had  alluded  te 
measures  connected  with  the  Union,  and 
who  seemed  desirous  of  bringing  them  to 
bear  upon  this  question. — And  here  he 
could  not  but  repel  the  insinuation  made 
by  the  noble  lord  who  moved  the  Resolu- 
tions, that  his  noble  friend  might  have 
taken  money  for  his  patronage.  [Here  lord 
A.  Hamilton  signified  his  dissent.]  Well 
then,  he  was  glad  to  perceive  that  the 
noble  lord  did  not  mean  such  an  insinua- 
tion  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  noble 
lord,  in  his  reply,  would  take  an  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  what  he  had  said  upon 
that  note.  If  the  noble  lord  did  not  mean 
to  insinuate  something  of  that  kind»  why 
else  refer  to  the  case  of  Davis,  as  contained 
in  another  part  of  the  evidence  ?  This  re* 
ferred  to  the  testimony  of  that  man,  that  a 
Mrs!  Grove  had  made  use  of  lady  Castle- 
reagh's  name  as  concerned  in  the  sale  of 
writerships.  This  was  communicated  by 
Davis  in  a  letterat  the  time  when  the  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  and  his  evident  ob- 
ject was,  that  he  should  be  put  out  of  the 
way ;  and  yet  no  sooner  was  the  letter 
written  to  his  noble  friend,  than  he  answers 
it  with  indignation,  requiring  Davis  to 
state  all  that  be  knew  of  tne  circumstance  ; 
and  his  noble  friend,  besides,  immediately 
submitted  the  whole  affair  to  the  East 
India  Committee,  which  was  then  sitting. 
There  could  be  no  doubt,  then,  of  his 
nobl«  friend's  sincerity  upon  this  point. 
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and  there  was  nothing  to  warrant  the  in* 
ference  which  the  noble  mover  meant  to 
convey.  For  his  part,  he  felt  most  strongly 
that  any  charge  of  this  kind  was  totally 
luifounded,  and  was  confident  that  the 
luMise  would  be  of  a  similar  opinion.  He 
felt  also  confident,  that,  even  if  the  house 
thought  it  necessary  to  pass  a  censure  on 
the  conduct  of  his  noble  friend^  yet,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  they  must  feel  regret 
in  doing  so ;  and  even  when  they  censured 
his  political  conduct,  they  must  yet  do  the 
justice  of  freeing  his  moral  character  tirom 
all  imputation,  and  in  which  case  be  would 
itill  be  justified  in  calling  him  his  friend. 
With  regard  to^  the  noble  lord's  proposi- 
tions, he  should  say>  that  the  first  was  true 
in  words,  though  false  in  effect,  and  that 
the  2nd  was  both*  verbally  and  virtually 
unfounded.  The  first  Resolution  did  not 
■tate  the  conduct  of  his  noble  fi-iend,  as  ac- 
companied with  those  qualifications  which 
attended  it.  It  was  quite  evident  that 
the  Wfitership  was  not  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  lord  Clancarty  for  the  purpose  of 
fneneral*  barter  or  sale.  He  felt  quite  con- 
fident, that  if  the  house  agreed  to  enter- 
tain the  Resolutions  at  all,  they  must  t>e 
considerably  amended  ;  for  it  was  evident 
that  the  negociation  did  not  fail  from  the 
conduct  of  the  subordinate  agents,  since 
the  (met  was,  that  Reding  had  no  seat  what- 
ever to  dispose  of,  and  that  lord  Sligo  had 
also  none.  These  two  propositions  of  the 
noble  lord  he  could  not  assent  to.  Yet  still 
even  upon  the  fisice  of  the  transaction  it- 
self, and  such  as  it  was  upon  the  evidence, 
lie  ti^as  prepared  to  admit  that  the  act 
itself  was  oitifensive  in  its  nature,  and  in 
itself  not  an  unfit  subject  for  parliamentary 
apinion.  Even  tht5  was  acknowledged  by 
the  noble  lord  himself,  that  the  transaction 
was  not  justifiable. — The  right  hon.  genL 
then  proceetled  to  expose  the  conduct  and 
views  of  Mr.  Reding  in  the  use  he  made  of 
the  name  of  th^  Marquis  of  Sligo".  He 
abjected  to  any  attempt  at  aggravation, 
on  the  ground  of  any  particular  office  held 
l^  the  noble  lord.  It  was  a  queMion  of 
abuse  of  patronage,  and  was  not  altered 
by  the  circumstance  of  a  particular  place 
held,  whether  of  President  of  the  Board  of 
Controul>  or  of  Secretary  of  State.  In 
either  case,  the  patronage  wa«  a  trust  to  be 
exercised.  It  had  been  stated  correctly, 
that  the  punishment  should  be  appropriate 
i^  the  olfence.  The  censure  contained  in 
t^es^  Resolutions  would  convey  a  slur 
ipon  the  character  of  the  noble  lord,  the 
aflfect  of  which  the  bouse  would  see  and 


contemplate.  If  the  house  Mfas  prepared 
to  pass  such  a  sentence  (and  he  did  not 
know  in  what  milder  terms  it  could  be 
conveyed),  they  must  see  that  it  must  en<^ 
in  the  removal  of  the  noble  lord  from  hit 
ofiicial  situation.  Thus  it  would  be  made 
as  severe  a  punisliment  as  could  be  in- 
flicted, even  had  the  imputed  oflence  been 
actually  committed.  Lord  Castlereagh 
never  appeared  in  the  transaction,  but  in 
a  moment's  conversation,  until  the  close. 
His  lordship  indeed  stated,  that  the  person 
to  be  appointed  must  be  a  proper  person, 
one  who  was  sufficiently  qualified  for  the 
situatton.  The  aflair  could  not  have  been 
completed,  without  giving  his  lordship 
full  time  to  review  the  whole  and  to  make 
every  proper  enq  uiry.  There  were  shades 
of  offence,  and  the  present  was  by  no 
means  of  that  nature  aa  to  call  for  that 
sort  of  censure  which  would  amount  to 
political  extinction  in  that  house.  Let 
the  house  consider  dispassionately  whether 
it  was  that  sort  of  case  that  called  upon 
them  40  institute  any  proceedings,  or  to 
record  any  censure.  It  had  been  com- 
pared to  bribery.  How  would  the  ease  stand 
m  that  respect,  if  a  charge  were  made 
where  there  was  no  bribery  committed ; 
and  which  had  occurred  two  parliaments 
ago?  Could  the  house,  in  such  a  case, 
think  it  necessary  to  pronounce  a  judg- 
ment on  the  transaction  ?  The  noble  lord 
(A.  Hamilton)  had  spoken  of  his  (Mr.  Per- 
cevai's)  trap,  and  wondered  what  he  would 
have  said  had  he  caught  his  colleague. 
He  could  only  say  that  he  should  have 
been  very  much  surprised  :  but,  yet  let 
the  noble  lord  recollect  that  he  had  laid 
his  trap  so  widely,  that  if  his  colleagues 
had  been  guilty,  assuredly  he  would  have 
caught  them. — ^The  house  had  been  called 
upon  to  record  this  censure  and  to  consi- 
der the  means  of  making  themselves  re- 
spected. He  thought,  however,  that  the 
house  was  most  likely  to  create  a  due  re- 
spect for  itself,  not  by  endeavouring  to 
promulgate  its  laws  by  punishment^),  but 
by  enactments  :  not  by  taking  up  a  case 
marked  by  so  maay  circumstances  of  li» 
mitation  and  mitigation,  as  tlie  present 
must  unquestionably  appear  to  be.  There 
was  no  privilege  violated  ;  there  was  no 
seat  obtained.  All  rested,  at  the  mosty 
in  the  mere  intention  and  nothing  in  fact, 
and  yet  the  greatest  severity  was  to  be 
inflicted.  It  was  far,  indeed,  beyond 
what  the  nature  of  the  case  coold  require. 
— The  right  hon.  gent,  concluded,  oy  ex- 
pressing his  wishlx)  proceed' to  the  order 
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of  the  day,  not  en  account  of  its  peculiar 
amportanceir  but  because  he  thought  that, 
jupoa  a  fair  and  impl^*tial  consideraiion  of 
the  present  question,  it  did  )iot  require  any 
further  inrestigation  or  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  the  house  of  commons. 

Mr.  Ponsonini  was  disposed  strongly, 
apon  a  case  of  this  delicacy  and  import- 
ance, to  exercise  all  those  feelings  of  ge- 
nerosity which  it  was  calculated  to  excite; 
9Jo4  ii  he  should  fall  into  error  in  the 
course  he  was  about  to  pursue,  it  would  be 
error  on  the  side  of  lenity  rather  than  se- 
verity. It  had  been  suted  W  the  right 
hoB.  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,} 
that  tile  fact  urged  against  the  noble  vis- 
count was  merely  a  parliamentary  offence; 
whilst  the  hon.  gent,  under  the  gallery, 
(Mr.  Manners  Sutton,)  had  declared  that 
the  only  vray  in  which  the  house  could 
jdo  its  duty  to  the  public  would  be  by 
passing  an  adequate  judsment  upon  that 
fact;  and  yet  both  gentlemen  proposed 
that  no  judgment  should  be  come  to  upon 
the  iubjectp  but  that  the  house  should  pass 
to  the  other  orders  of  the  day.  He  was 
sincerely  disposed  to  take  the  mildest 
coarse  that  the  nature  of  the  case  would 
admit  of.  The  right  hon.  gent,  had  said 
that  the  Resolutions  of  the  noble  lord 
would  go  to  inflict  as  heayy  a  punishftent 
as  could  be  imposed,  if  the  offence  had 
been  committea  with  the  most  criminal 
inlefttion.  But  «iight  not  the  noble  lord 
have  proposed  to  £»)Tow  up  his  Resolutions 
-with  a  motion  for  the  expulsion  of  the 
ooble  lord,  or  ^  an  address  to  his  roi^jesty 
for  his  removal  from  his  presence  and 
councils  for  ever  ?  The  question  was 
then*  whether  with  the  fact  so  fully  ad- 
mitted, that  house  could,  consistently  with 
its  duty,  pass  the  matter  wholly  by  ?  In 
iiis  opinion  that  was  impossible.  In  pro- 
IKMing  to  dispose  of  the  Writership  in  the 
manner  stated  in  the  evidence,  the  noble 
Urd  had  not  been  simply  guilty  of  an 
abuse  of  his  patronage  as  a  servant  of  the 
crown ;  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of 
the  £ast  India  act  to  a  peculiar  degree,  by 
doing  that*  which  it  was  the  object  of  that 
act  to  prevent,  in  applying  India  patronage 
for  purposes  of  parliamentary  influence. 
.His  conduct  was  not  only  an  ofienc^, 
but  a  perversion  of  the  duties  of  an  office 
created  to  prevent  such  perversion.  It 
hod  been  said,  that  the  nrst  Resolution 
was  false  in  sense,  aiid  the  second  false  in 
sense  and  in  fact ;  but  if  the  whole  of  that 
were  t«  be  admitted^  what  argument 
-would  it  aflR)rd  for  passing  to  the  ordess 
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of  the  day  ?  It  would  be  rather  an  argu- 
ment for  the  amendment  of  the  wording  of 
the  Resolutions.-^He  had  betii  engaged 
in  a  long  course  of  political  hostility  to 
the  noble  lord,  and  more  particularly  re- 
lating to  the  measure  of  the  Union ;  but 
he  trusted  that  on  this  occasion  he  had 
repressed  every  hostile  feeling,  and  was 
only  actuated  by  a  sense  oT  what  be 
thought  due  to  the  character  and  purity 
of  the  house  of  commons.  He  meant  not 
to  allude  to  any  clamour  which  might  be 
excited  among  the  people  ;  popular  cla- 
mour ought  never  to  be  mentioned  when 
the  character  and  honour  of  an  individual 
were  at  stake  ;  but  nevertheless  the  house 
were  bound  to  give  their  verdict  upon  iheir 
honour ;  and  be  felt  himself  justified  in 
saying  that  the  noble  lord  had  been  guilty 
of  a  parliamentary  offence,  which  in  its 
effects  and  example  could  not  fail  to  prove 
highly  pernicious,  in  as  much  as  the  cha- 
racter of  parliament,  both  now  and  at  all 
times,  must  depend  upoa  the  purity  and 
independence  of  its  members. 

Mr.  Bankest  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, felt  it  necessary  for  him  to  say  a 
few  words  upon  the  question,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  allusions  which  had  been 
made  to  the  conduct  of  the  Committee. 
The  noble  lord  who  brought  forward  this 
subject,  had,  towards  the  close  of  his 
speech,  made  an  observation  expressive  of 
surprise  that  the  Committee  had  not  men- 
tioned this  case  in  their  Report,  nor  ac- 
companied the  Evidence  upon  it  and  other 
Cases  with  any  remarks ;  and  appeared 
to  think  that  the  question  ought  to  have 
been  taken  up  by  the  Chairman,  or  some 
other  member  of  the  Committee,  rather 
than  be  lefl  to  the  house  at  large  to  take 
up.  But  in  his  wish  to  promote  his  own 
object,  the  noble  lord  forgot  what  the 
Committee  had  been  appointed  to  do,  ^d 
the  instructions  under  which  that  Com- 
mittee acted.  This  case  was  not  within 
the  purview  of  the  Committee,  which  was 
confined  to  the  Abuses  of  East  India  pa- 
tronage as  connected  with  the  conduct  of 
the  Directors :  and  to  effect  that  object,  he 
as  chairman  of  the  Committee  was. obliged 
to  come  to  the  house  for  fresh  and  more 
extensive  powers.  The  same  cause  pre- 
vented the  Committee  from  reporting  upon 
other  transactions  which  had  been  brought 
betbre  them,  though  the  evidence  hiad 
been  printed,  and  given  rise  to  much  sur- 
prise on  the  part  of  many  persons  whose 
names  were  inserted  in  the  evidence.  The 
CoHuxiittee,  when  it  found  that  no  corrupt 
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tion  was  to  be  traced  to  any  Director  or 
other  party,  closed  the  case  there,  and  did 
not  think  themselves  authorized  to  go  into 
the  private  parts  of  such  cases ;  and,  as 
they  could  not  suppress  any  part  of  the  evi- 
dence, hence  it  was  that  the  names  he  al- 
luded to  appeared  in  the  minutes.  It  was 
matter  of  sincere  regret,  that  in  times  like 
the  present,  there  should  be  in  this  country 
a  busy  and  active  class  of  men,  who  took 
every  opportunity  to  vilify  e^very  thing 
that  was  high,  and  to  degrade  all  that  was 
eminent  in  rank  in  thfe  country.  He  was 
sorry  to  see,  that  this  Report  had  been  used 
for  that  purpose.  He  had  seen  the  evi- 
dence garbled,  maliciously  garbled,  with 
a  view  to  vilify  the  members  of  the  royal 
family.  He  had  seen  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Fuller  respecting  a  negociation  for  a 
Writership,  which  was  said  to  be  expected 
to  be  procured  through  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge, given  so  far  as  it  could  tend  to 
make  an  impression,  as  if  that  royal  per- 
sonage had  been  concerned  in  these  trans- 
actions, but  leaving  out  altogether  the  de- 
claration of  Mr.  Fuller,  that  he  was  tho- 
roughly convinced  his  royal  highness 
knew  nothing  of  the  circumstance. — The 
hon.  gent,  then  proceeded  to  observe  upon 
a  similar  mutilation  of  the  evidence  in  a 
case  in  which  the  first  subject  in  the  realm 
was  said  to  be  concerned,  and  expressed 
his  opinionJLhat  the  house  ought  to  set  a 
strong  marK  upon  this  attempt  to  degrade 
and  vilify  all  that  was  eminent  in  the  state. 
The  hon.  member  then  commented  upon 
the  circumstances,  under  which  the  names 
of  two  members  of  that  house,  and  of  the 
marquis  of  Sligo,  had  been  introduced  into 
the  Mmutes ;  and  accounted  for  the  inser- 
tion of  their  names  on  the  ground,  that, 
though  it  appeared  they  had  not  been 
parties  to  any  improper  transaction,  yet, 
as  their  names  had  been  mentioned  in  the 
course  of  the  progress  of  the  inquiry,  the 
Committee  did  not  consider  themselves 
at  liberty  to  omit  any  part  of  the  Evi- 
dence, it  would  be  most  agreeable  to 
him  if  he  could  either  agree  to  the  Resolu- 
tions of  the  noble  lord,  or  be  contented 
with  the  course  proposed  on  the  other  side. 
He  thought  the  punishment  which  the 
former  would  inflict  was  inadequate  to  the 
oflence,  and  greatly  dispro]>v<tioned  to  the 
case  ;  and  the  latter  woulcUuot  be  suOici- 
enr  for  the  dignity  of  that  house,  if  they 
should  pass  to  the  other  orders  of  th^day 
from  a  charge  where  the  facts  were  proved 
upon  such  incontrovertible  evidence.  He 
a^rt«d  with   the  whole  of  the  speech  of 


his  right  hon.  friend,  and  contended  that 
upon  every  principle  of  law  a  distinction 
should  be  taken  between  an  oflence  exist-  ^ 
ing  only  in  intention  and  an  oflence  actu- 
ally completed.  If  the  first  Refiolution, 
therefore,  should  be  amended  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  proper  qualifications,  it 
should  have  his  support,  and  then  be 
should  propose  to  add  a  Resolution,  "  Thai 
it  was  the  duty  of  that  house  to  be  jealous 
of  its  independence,  but  at  the  same  time 
that  it  appeared  that  the  said  negociation 
rested  merely  in  intention,  and  had  not 
bfeen  completed  ;  and  that,  therefore,  that 
house  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  direct 
any  penal  proceedings."  This  was  what 
struck  him  as  the  most  eligible  course  to 
be  pursued,  and  he  should  therefore  move 
this  Resolution,  if  the  noble  lord  should 
agree  to  an  Amendment  in  his  first  Reso- 
lution, but  to  the  second  and  third  Reso- 
lutions he  could  not  agree. 

Sir  Francis  Burdttt,  at  Aat  hour  of  the 
night,  and  after  the  very  ftble  speech  of 
the  noble  lord  who  had  opened  the  de- 
bate, as  well  as  the  able  speeches  of  many 
gentlemen  below  him  upon  the  floor,  did 
not  mean  to  trespass  at  any  length  upon 
the  attention  of  the  house.  At  the  same 
tim|,  the  question  was  in  itself  of  such 
importance,  and  so  much  had  been  said  in 
extenuation  of  the  case,  founded  upon  the 
admission  of  the  noble  lord,  and  some 
observations  which  had  fallen  firom  the 
hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down  were 
such,  "that  he  was  induced  to  trespass  a 
short  time  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
house,  even  at  that  late  hour.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  the  general  gravity  of  that 
hon.  gent.,  and  the  serious  manner  m  which 
he  had  produced  these  observations  to  the 
house,  he  should  have  supposed  that  there 
had  been  something  ludicrous  in  his  state- 
ment, from  the  efl'ect  it  appeared  to  have 
produced  upon  the  faces  of  the  right  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite. — ^With  respect  to  the 
question  before  the  house,  he  could  not 
see  any  objection  to  the  original  Resolu- 
tions proposed  by  the  noble  lord.  As  to 
the  objections  which  had  been  taken  to  the 
second  Resolution,  that  it  was  not  founded  / 
in  fact,  he  must  observe,  that  thongh  it 
was  not  exactly  made  out  by  the  evidence, 
yet  it  would  be  very  easy  to  amend  it ; 
because  the  fact  was,  that  the  negociation 
had  actually  failed,  in  consequence  of  the 
inferior  agents  not  having  been  able  to  ac- 
complish what  they  had  undertaken.  Did 
the  noble  lord  perceive  the  impropriety 
of  his  conduct,  and  stop  short  in  his  pre-* 
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gress  to  iu  accomplishment?  No  such 
tbing;  the  offence,  as  far  as  he  was  to  act, 
was  intentionally  committed,  and  he  had 
no  plea  of  extenuation,  because  it  ulii- 
mately  failed  from  the  inefficiency  of  minor 
agents. — It  had  been  argued,  that  if  the 
noble  lord  had  been  aware  of  the  charac- 
ter of  Reding,  or  had  an  opportunity  of 
again  turning  his  attention  to  the  transac- 
tion, it  could  never  have  taken  place. 
But  it  would,  indeed,  have  been  surprising 
if  the  noble  lord  should  not  have  broken 
off  the  business  in  the  event  of  his  having 
4iscoTered  the  character  of  a  man  who 
Was  endeavouring  to  trick  him.  The  hon. 
gent,  who  had  just  sat  down  had  thought 
proper  to  make  an  allusion  to  a  set  of 
persons,  what  p^topas  he  could  not  tell, 
who  were  buMaKever  active  in  decry- 
ing all  the  rjfK^wT running  down  all  that 
was  emine^n^  the  state.  It  was  with  re- 
gret he  heard  sujh  jan  accusation  proceed 
a^iAst  any  desMttion  of  the  British  peo- 
ple from  thatjjjvmember.  He  had  often 
heard  <^onwP^  made  in  that  house 
a^inst  cippmiators  and  libellers,  but 
highly  as  ne  valued  the  privileges  of  par- 
liament, he  knew  of  no  privilege  that 
would  entitle  any  member  to  calumniate 
any  cl^pss  of  his  majesty's  subjects.  He 
knew  of  no  right,  that  any  gentlemen 
could  claim  to  utter  misrepresentations 
against  whole  classes  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, especially  when  so  much  mischief 
was  likely  to  result  from  such  calumnies 
going  forth  to  the  public.  It  was  peculiar- 
ly hard  that  such  a  course  should  be 
adopted ;  it  was  particularly  so  at  a  mo- 
ment, too,  when,  (as  he  must  be  permitted 
to  state,  even  within  the  walls  of  that 
bouse),  the  character  of  parliament  did  not 
stand  as  high  in  the  country  as  it  ought. 
Under  such  circumstances,  he  thought 
it  unfortunate,  for  that  house,  as  well  as 
injurious  to  the  British  public,  to  calum- 
niate any  class  of  the  people  of  England, 
hy  whom,  as  far  as  his  obser^'ation  enabled 
him  to  judge,  such  calumnies  were  wholly 
unmerited. — Having  made  these  observa- 
tions^ he  would  leave  it  to  the  house  to 
judge  how  unfair  it  was  to  deal  out  insinua- 
tions against  whole  classes  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  whether  it  would  not  have  been 
more  candid  and  manly  to  name  the  per- 
sons at  whom  such  observations  werp  ap- 
plied. He  was  convinced  upon  the  result  of 
all  that  he  had  an  opportunity  of  observ- 
ing, that  there  was  no  set  of  men  in  this 
country  disaffected  to  the  government;  and 
to  make  an  assertion  that  there  was,  would 


be  as  injurious  to  the  people,  as  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  the  security  of  the  throne,, 
and  hostile  to  the  constitution  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  country-  He  had  attended 
particularly  to  every  thing  that  had  been 
said  by  the  noble  lord  in  his  defence,  or 
rather  in  his  confession,  and  whatever  dif- 
ference of  opinion  might  appear  to  exist 
in  the  house  as  to  the  dei;ree  of  his  guilt, 
it  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  aggravated 
case.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  abuse 
of  the  patronage  of  a  minister  with  a  view 
to  make  an  attack  upon  the  independence 
of  parliament.  K  a  minister  were  proved 
guilty  of  such  an  offence,  was  the  house 
not  to  say  that  he  was  so  guilty  ?  It  was 
not  now  a  question  of  punishment;  or  if 
the  removal  of  the  noble  lord  from  office 
was  to  be  considered  a  punishment,  this 
was  the  first  time  that  he  ever  heard 
of  its  being  a  punishment  to  be  out 
of  office.  The  noble  lord  had  said  that 
his  object  was,  in  disposinc^  of  this  writer- 
ship,  to  procure  support  lor  government, 
that  is,  for  the  administration,  because  that 
was  the  way  in  which  he  confounded  the 
government  with  the  administration.  But 
as  the  noble  lord  had  given  them  to  under- 
stand that  he  would  still  think  that  a  justifi- 
able mode  of  disposing  of  his  patronage, 
it  was  the  duty  of  that  house  to  guard 
against  such  abuses.  The  patronage  of 
the  state  was  the  property  of  the  public, 
and  ought  to  be  fairly  and  impartially 
distributed  amongst  the  people.  If  mi- 
nisters had  attended  more  to  this  principle, 
and  less  to  the  practice  of  exclusively  pro- 
moting their  particular  connections,  there 
would  have  been  a  benefit  to  the  public 
service,  and  certainly  less  disgust  existing 
out  of  doors  at  the  manner  in  whic*h  this 
patronage  had  been  hitherto  disposed  of. 
The  noble  lord  had  complained  in  some 
measure,  that  he  had  been  convicted  sole- 
ly upon  his  own  evidence;  but  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  house  to  decide  whether 
there  could  have  been  stronger  evidence 
produced  ?  Yet  whilst  the  noble  lord 
rested  so  much  on  the  circumstance  that 
bis  conviction  was  not  supported  by  auy 
evidence  but  his  own  admission,  he  had 
still  endeavoured  to  maintain  that  there 
had  been  nothing  blameable  in  the  trans- 
action, as  he  wished  only  to  bring  his 
friend  into  parliament,  that  he  might 
have  his  assistance  in  their  common  de- 
partment. That  statement  was  sufficient 
alone  to  shew  that  these  Resolutions  ought 
to  be  passed.  If  the  noble  lord  could 
pervert  his  official  patronage  for  the  pur« 
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pose  of  bringing  a  friend  into  parliament, 
that  was,  in  his  mind,  a  heavy  offence, 
sach,  he  was  CQnvinced,  as  that  bouse 
woo  Id  consider  no  other  heavier.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  had  complained  that  the 
hon.  gent,  on  the  floor  (Mr.  W.  Smith) 
had  made  an  allusion  to  the  transactions 
in  which  the  noble  lord  had  been  concem- 
e<l  at  the  time  of  the  Union.  He  could 
not  see  any  hardship  in  such  an  allusion, 
when  the  noble  lord  and  his  friends  had 
laid  so  much  stress  dpon  the  purity  of  his' 
motives.  It  was  natural,  in  answer  to 
such  a  defence,  to  refer  to  transactions 
that  would  shew  that  such  purity  of  mo- 
tives could  not  easily  be  imputed  to  that 
noble  lord.  It  might  be  urged  against 
him  as  a  want  of  candour,  but  he  could 
not  conceal  that  he  did  not  give  the  noble 
lord  much  credit  for  purity  of  motives. 
He  should  still  continue  to  watch. with 
that  jaundiced  or  jealous  eye,  which  had 
been  sometimes  imputed  to  him,  all  the 
conduct  of  that  noble  lord  ;  and  having 
caught  him  in  one  instance  tripping,  he 
should  therefore  jealously  observe  his  fu- 
ture measures. — It  had  been  contended, 
that  the  ofience,  in  this  instance,  was  not 
as  heinous  as  the  taking  a  bribe  at  an  elec- 
tion :  but  the  house  would  never  by  its 
v^te  upon  the  present  question,  sanction 
the  opinion,  that  it  was  ready  always  to 
punish  the  petty  oiTenders  in  retail,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  passed  over  this  whole- 
sale trade  in  corruption  without  animad- 
version. The  noble  lord  had  stated,  that 
if  the  transaction  had  proceeded,  he  would 
have  taken  care  that  none  but  a  proper 
person  should  be  appointed.  But  the  law 
does  not  allow  any  man,  however  proper, 
to  be  promoted  for  a  bribe.  Yet,  bad  not 
the  noble  lord  pointed  out  the  particular 
political  principles  which  his  proper  per- 
son was  to  entertain?  Had  he  not  de- 
scribed the  connections,  and  mentioned  the 
support  that  was  to  be  expected  from  him 
and  them  ?  Would  the  connection  of  any 
gentleman .  who,  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty  in  that  house,  should  oppose'  the  no- 
ble lord,  have  been  a  proper  person,  ac- 
cording to  his  idea  of  such  a  one,  as  he 
should  deem  a  fit  object  of  his  patronage  ? 
It  was  this  gross  partiality  in  the  selection 
of  objects,  and  the  still  grosser  motives 
that  guided  the  selection,  that  he  looked 
upon  as  the  most  daiigerous  circumstances 
in  giving  to  any  minister  the  unlimited 
disposal  of  the  patronage  they  possessed. 
Every  thing,  therefore,  shewed  how  ne- 
Cfsssny  it  was  to  pass  the  Resohitioas  of 


the  noble  lord.-r-Som6  gentlemen  had  ta- 
ken  occasion,  and  very  properly  taken  oc- 
casion in  this  discussion,  to  make  someob- '.' 
servatiens  upon  the  necessity  of  a  Parlia-  , 
mentary  Retbrm.  His  own  opinion  upon  \ 
that  subject  was  well  known,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  nothing  could  tend  more 
to  shew  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure, 
than  if  that  house  should  pass  from  these 
Resolutions  to  the  orders  of  the  day.  In 
supporting  the  Resolutions,  therefore,  he 
was  certainly  most  disinterested  ;  because 
he  was  most  sincerely  a  friend  to  reform. 
He  should  be  happy  to  see  reform  brought 
forward  by  his  majesty's  ministers,  be* 
cause  in  such  hands  it  would  be  produc- 
tive of  as  much  good,  as  would  spring  of 
mischief  from  the  blind  resistance  to  prac- 
tical reform  proceeding  from  any  other 
quarter.  He  would  particularly,  there- 
fore, rejoice  to  see  his  majesty's  ministers 
bring  forward  a  plaft  of  reform,  which 
would  come  with  grace  from  them/  and 
be  received  with  gratitude  by  the  people. 
The  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  a  n  form 
in  parliament  was  at  present  so  general, 
the  only  difference  prevailing  upon  the 
subject  being  only  as  to  the  precise  plan« 
that  some  reform  must  necessarily  take 
place.  This  was  particularly  desirable  at 
this  time,  when  committees  of  that  house 
were  every  day  bringing  to  light  abuses 
that  were  concealed  from  view;  when 
the  weight  of  the  taxes  *vere  only  to  be 
equalled  by  the  seryerity  of  their  collec- 
tion; when  what  was  granted  libt;rally 
was  expended  prodigally ;  and  when  there 
appeared  no  disposition  to  retrench  or  to 
limit  unnecessary  expenditure.  Under 
such  circumstances,  a  reform  was  essen- 
tially necessary,  and  at  such  a  moment  he 
regretted  that  any  gentleman  of  such  re- 
spectability as  the  hon.  gent  (Mr.  Bankes) 
and  who  had  rendered  such  important  ser- 
vices, too,  in  the  various  committees  of 
that  house,  should  have  spoken  of  a  dass 
of  the  people  of  this  comitry,  in  such  a 
manner,  that,  with  all  his  respect  for  him,  * 
he  must  say,  he  had  grossly  misrepresent- 
ed them. — The  hon.  gent,  said,  that  the 
noble  lord  ought  not  to  be  punished,  be- 
cause the  ofience  had  not  been  completed. 
But,  the  question  was  not  then  a  question 
of  punishment.  All  that  was  proposed 
was,  to  guard  against  his  majesty's  mhfiis- 
ters  future  conduct ;  it  was  only  proposed 
to  provide,  that  similar  effects  should  not 
in  future  arise  iirom  similar  causes :  and 
the  more  especially,  as  it  had  been  that 
night  admitted  and  argued  on  the  other 
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tide  of  the  house,  that  the  corrupt  abuse 
of  patronage  in  support  of  administratton 
was  not  blamable.  It  behoved  that  house 
to  shew  to  the  public  that  it  was  not  inat- 
tentive to  lis  interests ;  and  to  guard  its 
own  character  from  the  imputation  that 
whilst  it  punished  petty  oHenders  in  detail, 
it  was  reluctant  to  inflict  the  same  punish- 
ment upon  an  offending  minister.  Was 
not  the  Ply moutliP  Tinman's  case  in  the 
recollection  of  the  Ihhis^  ;  and  with  such 
an  example  before  their  eyes,  could  they 
hesitate  to  vote  the  Resolutions  against 
the  noble  lord?  Complumts  had  been 
vented  against  the  press ;  but  if  men  of 
rank  would  do  their  duty,  they  might  bid 
defiance  to  the  press.  It  was  not  their 
rank,  but  their  vices  that  provoked  the  ani- 
madversions of  the  press ;  which  would 
ever  be  ready  to  pay  the  tribute  of  its  ad- 
mirations to  their  virtues.  In  this  think- 
ing, this  rational,  this  reflecting- country, 
they  had  but  to  do  their  duty,  and  they 
would  ensure  the  approbation  of  their 
countrymen.  If  any  plan  of  reform 
should  be  proposed,  he  besought  the 
bouse  to  entertain  it  with  temper,  and  ab- 
>  stain  from  all  imputation  of  disaiiection  to 
those  who  might  propose  it.  He  should 
not  detain  the  house  longer,  but  should 
most  certainly  vote  for  the  Resolutions  of 
the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Johnstone  said,  he  came  to  join  in 
the  discussion  biassed  in  favour  of  the 
question ;  but  he  did  not  see  that  the  noble 
ford,  whose  conduct  became  the  subject 
of  investigation,  deserved  all  the  disgrace 
and  dishonour  which  had  been  attached 
to  him.  He  preferred  a  moderate  course  of 
proceeding  towards  the  noble  lord.  ^  He 
agreed  with  the  mild  maxim  of  Hume,  that 
the  imost  moderate  measures  were  the  most 
wise. 

Mr.  H.  Lascelles  said,  the  crime  imputed 
to  the  noble  lord  was  not  dissimilar  to  a 
political  offence  committed  by  the  late 
Mr.  P5tt,  for  which  parliament  granted 
him  an  indemnity.  He  could  not  vote  for 
die  Resolutions,  as  they  imposed  a  cen- 
sure disproportioned  to  the  crime.  Still 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  transaction 
wfts  of  such  a  nature  as  not  to  be  passed 
over  with  total  impunity. 

Mr.  Windham  fe^t  it  necessary  to  explain 
hif  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  give, 
or  rather  for  the  vote  he  should  not 
give.  Neither  tite  original  Resolutions, 
&or  the  motion  made  by  a  noble  lord  on 
Uie  other  side,  were  such  as  to  induce  him 
io^ve  hifl  support  to  either.    He  could 


not  agree  tliat  they  should  past  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  as  it  would  expose  them 
to  misconstruction.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Resolutions  of  his  noble  firiend  were  too 
strong  and  disproportioned  to  the  offence. 
Two  courses  lay  open  ;  either  to  vote  for 
neither,  or  to  vote  against  both.  The 
most  regular  way  would  be  to  oppose  the 
motion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
porpoi»e  of  pursuing  the  medium  course 
that  was  propo^d.  The  house,  in  giving 
their  decision,  were  called  upon,  in  his 
opinion,  to  distinguish  between  the  act 
and  the  offender.  Should  they  pass  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  he  feared  it  would  be  re-< 
gaixled  as  an  implied  approbation  of  the 
principle.  He  would  admit  that  any  at- 
tack on  the  privileges  of  that  house,  or  the 
freedom  and  purity  of  elections,  was  a 
very  fair  and  nt  object  for  parliamentary 
cognizance.  He  would  be  glad  to  know 
how  far  the  principle  was  to  be  carried  ? 
Whether  it  was  to  apply  to  any  man  in- 
fluencing or  endeavouring  to  influence  a 
vote,  or  procure  a  seat  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, or  whether  it  was  meant  to 
limit  it  to  ministers }  He  feared  his  noble 
friend  had  taken  fits  principle  too  wide. 
If  he  meant  that  it  should  be  declared 
criminal  in  any  man  to  endeavour  to  ob«- 
tain  a  seat  in  that  house  under  those  cir* 
cumstances  with  which  they  were  all  ac- 
quainted, that  would  embrace  much  more 
than  this  motion.  There  was  not  a  place 
in  the  kingdom  that  sent  members  to  par- 
liament to  which,  with  perhaps  the  excep- 
tion of  Old  Sarum,  it  would  not  apply. 
When  they  were  called  upon  to  condemn 
so  violently  the  noble  lord,  they  would  do 
well  to  ask  themselves  whether  they  would 
hesitate  for  the  purpose  of  securing  an 
election  to  recommend  a  friend  to  go- 
vernment. From  the  evidence,  it  did  not 
appear  that  the  offence  imputed  to  the  no- 
ble lord  was  even  inchoate  in  intention. 
It  was  certainly  incumbent  on  the  house  to 
give  an  opinion  on  the  transaction,  but  not 
too  strong  an  opinion  of  the  man.  It  cer- 
tainly was  not  the  intention  of  the  noble 
lord,  from  what  he  could  collect,  to  put  a 
person  in  this  place  to  answer  an  improper 
p«irpose.  An  hon.  member  (Mr.  Bankes) 
had  been  accused  of  calumniating  classes 
of  the  people,  and  he  had  been  called  upon 
to  name  those  who  under  the  mask  of  re- 
form were  endeavouring  ta  subvert  the 
constitution.  Now,  th<$ugh  there  might 
be  no  difficulty  in  naming  individuals, 
there  might  be  a  great  deal  in  naming 
classes.    %ut  it  was  notorious  that  there 
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were  many  hundreds,  and  he  feared  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  who  speculate 
cd  upon  a  change.  Some  of  these  might 
be  influenced  by  worthy  motives;  he  had 
no  doubt  there  were ;  others  with  different 
views,  who  wished  to  throw  all  into  confu- 
sion, and  take  their  chance,  as  it  is  called. 
Some  were  hostile  to  this ;  some  to  that. 
Others  were  so  extravagant,  that  they 
were  only  doubtful  where  to  begin,  and 
ivhat  to  do.  But  he  trusted  that  whatever 
government  was  in  the  country,  would  be 
strong  and  firm  enough  to  resist.  The 
moment  a  single  brick  was  taken  out  of 
the  building  on  this  principle,  the  entire 
ruin  of  the  edifice  must  follow.  Such  re- 
form would  inevitably  terminate  in  revo- 
lution. As  to  parliamentary  reform,  he 
never  saw  any  change  that  was, proposed 
which  had  either  common  sense  or  practi- 
cability to  recommend  it. 

Mr.  Whiiiread  moved  that  the  Resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  house  in  1779  be  read^ 
That  Resolution  declared  it  to  be  »>igh 
crime  and  misdemeanor  in  his  majesty's 
ministers  or  servants  und^  the  crown,  to 
interfere  in  the  election  of  members  of 
parliament.  Such  interference  was  evi- 
dently an  infringement  of  the  liberty  of 
the  subject,  and  dangerous  to  the  free  con- 
stitution of  this  country.  He  called  on 
any  man  in  the  house  to  lay  his  band 
on  his  heart,  and  declare  whether  the  of- 
fence with  which  the  noble  lord  was 
charged  did  not  come  under  that  Resolu- 
tion. If  it  did,  was  it  possible  to  pass  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  after  the  confession 
which  they  beard  from  the  noble  lord, 
after  his  pathetic  appeal  to  their  feelings, 
after  he  threw  himself,  in  fact,  upon  their 
mercy  ?  He  certainly  had  not  much  preju- 
dice m  favour  of  the  political  opinions  of 
;  that  noble  lord  ;  but  there  was  something 
in  his  manner  of  leaving  the  house  that 
almost  wholly  disarmed  him.  He  had  at- 
tended closely  to  the  speech  of  his  noble 
friend  who  had  made  the  motion,  and 
listened  to  it  throughout  with  feelings  of 
approbation;  but  he  must  say,  that  the 
manner  in  which  his  noble  friend's  propo- 
sitions had  been  treated  was  calculated  to 
produce  a  very  unfavourable  impression 
on  the  public  mind,  ^he  offence  was 
one  of  a  very  serious  nature,  and  the 
house  had  not  to  enquire  whether  it  had 
been  committed.  The  fact  of  the  nego- 
ciation  was  admitted  by  the  noble  viscount ; 
but  thought  be  had  unequivocally  confessed 
his  fault,  still  it  was  the  duty  of  the  house 
to  express  their  opinion  upon  his  cpnduct. 


It  was  not  sufficient  to  say  that  a  corrupt 
purpose  had  not  been  carried  into  e^ct : 
that  formed  no  excuse  in  other  cases.  Had 
not  a  Mr.  Hamlin  been  prosecuted  for 
offering  a  bribe  to  lord  Sidmouth  ?  and 
was  not  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Beazly  suffer- 
ing for  a  similar  proceeding  towards  the 
duke  of  Portland  ?  Why,  then,  is  it  said 
that  the  noble  viscount,  who  ofiered  to  ex- 
change a  Writership  ftr  a  seat  in  that 
house,  should  escape  all  punishment  ?  The 
house  were  told  that  they  ought,  in  this 
case,  to  take  a  middle  course,  by  which  it 
appeared  to  be  meant  that  nothing  at  all 
should  be  done.  A  learned  gentleman- 
(Mr.  Croker),  had  talked  about  the  sanc- 
tion of  precedent,  as  if  it  were  a  commoa  . 
practice  to  barter  Writerships  for  seats  in 
parliament.  But  no  precedent  of  the  ex- 
istence of  such  abMS«»  as  those  which  had 
been  proy^4  to  prevail,  could  excuse  the 
house  for  not  punishing  offenders,  when 
the  cases  were  brought  under  their  notice. 
The  regret  expressed  by  the  noble  viscount 
had  also  been  urged  as  an  inducement  to 
the  house  not  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  on 
him.  This,  however,  was  a  very  weak 
argument  in  his  favour.  Did  a  judge, 
when  trying  a  starving  wretch  for  steal- 
ing, tell  the  jury  to  put  themselves  in  his 
place,  and  to  allow  his  temptation  and 
contrition  to  be  an  excuse  for  his  crime  ? 
When  such  practices  were  thus  alluded  to, 
and  brought  within  the  knowledge  of  par- 
liament, it  was  impossible  they  could  ab- 
stain from  passing  a  marked  censure  on 
them.  In  this  instance  it  was  impossible 
not  to  adopt  this  noble  friend's  Resolution, 
or  one  of  the  same  tenor.  They  had  be- 
fore 4hem  "  confiuntem  reum."  The  noble 
lord  acknowledged  the  justice  of  the  accu- 
sation brought  against  him.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  acknowledged  that  he  placed  a 
Writership  at  the  disposal  of  his  friend,  to 
enable  him  to  obtain  a  Seat  in  parliament ; 
lord  Clancarty  acknowledges  the  fact ;  the 
Chancellor  ot  the  Exchequer  admits  that 
it  is  a  great  political  ofience,  and  how, 
after  these  admissions,  was  it  possible  to 
pass  to  the  order  of  the  day  ?  What,  under 
these  circumstances,  were  they  to  do  ? 
Why,  save  the  character  of  the  house :  for 
if  they  did  not,  the  house  was  gone  !  A 
bill  of  indemnity  it  was  supposed  might 
cover  this,  as  well  as  other  cases  of  the 
same  sort.  But  it  would  be  curious  to  see 
how  a  bill  in  the  present  case  could  be 
worded.  Would*  it  declare  that  because 
lord  Castlereagh  had  confessed  that  he  had 
been  guilty,  he  was  therefore  indemnified* 
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An  bon.  gent.  ha3  alluded  to  some  recent 
public  meetings,  which,  he  says,  have 
passed  Resolutions  tending  to  degrade 
persons  of  rank,  and  public  men  of  every 
description.  He,  however,  had  seen  no 
Resolutions  of  the  kind  to  which  the  hon. 
eent.  had  alluded ;  oil  the  contrary,  he 
found  the  people  attached  to  the  sovereign 
and  the  constitution  ;  but  it  did  not  follow 
that  that  attachment  should  induce  them 
to  approve  of  all  the  abuses  which  had 
crept  into  the  administration  of  the  consti- 
tution. His  right  hon.  friend  had  exclaimed 
against  the  activity  of  the  enemies  of  the 
constitution.  He  did  not  believe  there  was 
any  considerable  body  of  men  in  this  coun- 
try who  wished  to  subvert  it.  The  people 
collectively  were  attached  to  the  crown, 
the3rwere  attached  to  the  person  of  the  reign- 
ing monarch,  and  nothmg  but  the  egre- 
gious misconduct  of  his  ministers,  or  those 
about  him,  could  alter  that  attachment. 
He  had  once  endeavoured  to  impress  upon 
the  house  the  necessity  of  a  reform  in  the 
representation  of  the  country,  but  from 
various  circumstances  into  which  it  was 
not  necessary  to  enter,  the  public  mind 
was  then  diverted  from  that  question  to 
other  objects.  The  converts  to  parliamen- 
tary reform  were  now,  however,  numerous 
in  every  part  of  the  country,  and  if  the 
motion  which  his  noble  friend  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  house  should  be  negatived,  it 
was  easy  to  predict  that  thev  would  be- 
come still  more  numerous.  His  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Windham),  had  alluded  to  the 
state  of  the  question  of  reform  twenty  years 
ago,  but  he  begged  of  him  also  to  reflect 
on  the  events  which  had  occurred  in  Eu- 
rope since  that  period  ;  events  which  might 
be  fairly  ascribed  to  a  pertinacious  resist- 
ance of  all  reform.  Thisunyielding  spirit 
of  opposition  to  reform  had  been  the  prin- 
cipal cause  of  the  ruin  of  the  continent. 
States  had  fallen,  when  a  trifling  conces- 
sion might  have  preserved  them.  The 
states  of  Brabant,  his  right  hon.  friend 
would  allow,  might  most  probably  have 
been  preserved  to  Austria,  had  a  more 
liberal  policy  been  pursued  by  the  cabinet 
of  Vienna.  With  respect  to  what  had  been 
said  of  the  various  plans  of  reform,  it  was 
surely  absurd  to  make  that  an  argument  for 
no  reform  at  all.  If  his  right  hon.  friend 
should  again  become  a  reformer,  he  was 
confident,  that  with  his  fertile  imagination 
and  sceptical  doubts,  he  would  be  the  last 
man  in  the  country  to  know  when  or  where 
to  begin.  He  would  tell  his  right  hon. 
frieno,  however,  that  the  necesaity  of  re- 


form- was  every  day  becoming  greater  ; 
^hat  the  house  must  take  up  the  question, 
and  that  if  they  must  reform  deeply,  it 
was  because  they  did  not  reform  sooner. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  agreed  with  what 
had  fiatllen  frem  an  hon.  gent,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  house,  that  the  character  of  the 
house  was  more  to  be  attended  to  than  the 
character  of  any  individual  whatsoever. 
He  perceived,  however,  that  every  gent, 
who  had  spoken,  entertained  a  due  sense 
of  the  manner  in  which  his  noble  friend 
had  conducted  his  defence,  and  did  not 
wish  to  press  any  severe  sentence  upofi 
him.  They  might  then  take  into  their 
consideration,  that  the  intention  of  the 
noble  lord  was  never  carried  into  execution, 
and  that  it  certainly  would  have  been  re- 
tracted, if  the  noble  lord  had  afterwards 
come  to  learn  the  character  of  the  person, 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  ofier.  No 
man  could  say  the  noble  lord  had  conduct- 
ed himself  with  contumacious  contempt. 
He  had  expressed  as  much  humility  as  he 
could,  consistently  with  his  own  honour  and 
the  dignity  of  the  house.  Every  liberal 
person  would  acknowledge,  that  there  wa» 
a  manner  of  recanting  an  error  which  be- 
came a  man,  and  the  noble  lord  had  a 
claim  on  that  ground  to  the  good  opinion 
of  the  house.  He,  therefore,  in  voting  for 
the  orders  of  the  day,  by  ne  ftieans  thought 
the  house  thereby  would  pronounce  that 
the  case  submitted  to  them  was  not  of  very 
serious  importance,  but  that  the  voting 
for  the  other  orders  of  the  day  was,  accord- 
ing to  parliamentary  usage,  a  way  of  shew- 
ing that  the  house  had  taken  the  case  into 
its  consideration,  and  that  having  weighed 
all  the  circumstances,  they  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  come  to  any  criminating 
Resolutions.  In  order,  however,  to  express 
this  opinion  more  clearly  and  unmistake- 
ably,  he  would  rather  wish  that  instead  of 
the  orders  of  the  day,  a  Resolution  should 
be  substituted,  declaring  that  the  house 
saw  no  reason  for  a  criminating  resolution. 
— Mr.  Secretary  Canning  concluded,  by 
stating,  that  when  the  present  question 
was  disposed  of,  he  should  submit  to  tlie 
house  the  following  Resolution  :  *'  That  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  house  to  maintain  a  jea- 
lous guard  over  the  purity  and  independ- 
ence of  parliament;  but  that  this  house 
duly  weighing  the  Evidence  before  it,  and 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  con- 
sidering that  the  intention  referred  to  in  th^t 
Evidence  was  not  carried  into  eflect,  this 
house  does  not  think  it  necessary  to  come 
to  a  criminatory  Resolution  upon  tbesame.'' 
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wts  nnoecessary  to  plrooeed  further  in  the 
case,  from  thuQ  openness  which  the  noble 
lord  had  displayed^  and  the  regret  which 
he  had  expreaeed  for  his  cooduoi/^  Thia, 
however,  was  nagatived  without  a  division. 
— Stranger^  were  not  again  admitted,  but 
we  understand  that  Mf*  Madocks  stated 
his  anxiety  to  assure  the  bouse,  that  it  was 
his  intention  at  no  Voi-y  distant  day  lo  sub- 
mit to  that  house  the  motion  of  which  he 
had  given  notice  previous  to  the  Eaater  re- 
cess relative  to  the  great  quertion  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform. 


Sir  C  Prioe  spoke  for  some  time,  but 
there  was  such  a  general  cry  of  question  ! 
question !  that  we  could  not  collect  his  sen- 
timents. 

Mr.  Tiema/  said  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  oflier  himself  to  the  house ;  but  the  Re- 
solution of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  had  pat 
the  noble  lord's  case  on  a  new  iboting. 
After  debating  the  questi<m  several  hours, 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  had  brought  for- 
ward the  same  Resolution  proposea  by  an 
hon.  member  (Mr.  Bankes.)  The  hon. 
gent,  had  perhaps  over-heard  some  convei^ 
Bation,  and  finding  the  orders  of  the  day 
would  not  do,  because  that  motion  could 
not  be  carried,  he  had  brought  forward  hifi 
Resolution.  He  wished  rather  to  be  lenient 
than  severe  towards  lord  Castlereagh ;  but 
when  so  much  had  been  said  about  the 
great  candour  of  his  defence,  he  must  ob- 
•erve  that  in  his  defence  he  had  only  re- 
peated what  he  had  said  before  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and  it  must  be  recollected  that  the 
fact  had  been  fully  proved  against  lord 
Castlereagh  in  the  Committee  by  the  evi- 
dence of  lord  Clancarty  and  others,  before 
lord  Castlereagh  had  himself  been  exa- 
mined. He  did  not  see  that  it  was  any 
mitigation  to  say  that  lord  Castlereagh  had 
been  so  particular  about  the  fitness  of  the 
person  recommended,  as  those  writerships 
Were  always  given  to  boys,  and  the  son  of 
a  chimney-sweeper  midtt  be  just  as  fit  as 
the  son  of  a  nobleman,  if  he  had  interest  to 
get  a  recominendation.  As  the  fact  was 
not  only  clearly  proved,  but  confessed,  he 
tM>iild  not  see  how  the  house  could  avoid 
«xpresiing  its  displeasure.  When  the 
Itouse  ordered  Mr.  Davison  to  be  prosecuted 
lor  a  lesser  offence*  with  respect  to  cor- 
rupt influence  at  elections,  he  could  not 
«ee  how,  with  any  shadow  of  impartial 
justice,  they  could  come  to  such  a  resolu- 
tion as  was  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  se- 
cretary. 

Lord  A,  HaimUim,  ki  his  reply,  dented 
that  he  meant  to  impute  to  lord  Castlereagh 
any  knowledge  of  pecuniary  advantage  to 
be  gained  by  the  bueiipcss. 

At  half  past  two  o'clock  the  iiouse  di- 
vided on  tfa^  original  motion.-^AyeSi  167. 
NoeVy  2t0.->^a)ority  49  against  it. 

The  gallery  was  not  re-opened  tostran- 
gerv,  and  thre  house  shortly  afterwards  4t- 
#ided  on  Mr.  Cammg's  Aaoendttient^-^ 
Ayes,  «14..     Noes,  107.— Majority  47. 

Mr.  C.  Wvm  then  proposed,  that  there 
ahould  be  added  to  Mr.  Canning's  Amend- 
ttont  worde  to  this  effect— <' That  the 
boMt  tmi  «o«firmod  hi  its  opinion,  that  it 
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HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 


Wednesday,  April  26. 

[America.]  The  Earl  of  Selkirk  moved 
for  an  Address  to  his  majesty,  praying  for 
some  Papers  relative  to  the  Mission  of 
Mr.  Rose  to  America.  These  Papers  were 
necessary  to  the  discussion  of  his  motion, 
and  he  thought  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  their  production,  as  they  had  been  al- 
ready laid  before  the  other  bouse. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  protested  against 
the  principle,  that  because  papers  had 
been  laid  before  the  other  house  of  par- 
liament, tl^it  therefore  they  were  to  be 
produced  in  their  lordships'  house.  He 
contended  that  there  ought  to  be  some 
intelligible  rule  on  the  subject.  For  in- 
stance, in  order  to  elucidate  any  Bill  on 
the  table,  or  with  a  view  to  a  discussion 
of  any  subject,  the  discussion  of  which  had 
been  previously  acceded  to  by  ministers, 
papers  were  readily  granted.  In  this  case, 
however,  he  was  wholly  inimical  to  the 
introduction  of  the  discussion  proposed  by 
the  noble  earl  in  his  intended  motion  ; 
protesting,  as  he  did,  against  any  attempt 
to  take  the  negociation  with  America  out 
•f  the  hands  of  his  raajesty^s  ministers. 

Vol.  XIV. 


He  must,  therefore,  oppose  the  production 
of  papers  moved  for  with  a  view  to  that 
discussyion. 

Viscount  Sidmouili  expressed  his  asto- 
nishment at  what  had  fallen  from  his  noble 
friend,  and  contended  that  there  were 
other  cases  besides  those  mentioned  by 
bis  noble  friend,  in  which,  in  confor- 
mity with  the  practice  of  the  house,  papers 
had  been  granted,  and  particularly  for  the 
purposes  of  inquiry  ancf  investigation.  He 
thought  in  the  present  case,  a  mission 
having  been  ^ent  to  America  which  had 
failed,  that  there  was  no  ground  for  refus- 
ing the  papers  asked  for,  with  the  view  of 
explaining  the  circumstances  attending 
that  mission. 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  urged  the  propriety 
of  granting  the  papers,  the  mission  of  Mr. 
Rose  having  terminated,  and  because  he 
had  reason  to  believe  that  ministers  jwere 
on  that  occasion  disposed  to  sacrifice  the 
most  important  rights  of  the  country.  If 
so,  would  it  not  be  fitting  to  address  his 
majesty,  praying  him  to  maintain  those 
rights,  and  in  that  case,  would  it  not  be 
proper  to  have  before  the  house  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject  ? 

The  motion  was  negatived. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMON3. 

Wednesday/,  April  26. 

[Martinique  Trade  Bill.]  Mr.  Rose 
moved  for  leave  to  bnnc  in  a  bill  for  regu- 
lating the  Trade  with  Martinique. 

Mr.  MarryaU  expressed  his  surprize, 
that  when  a  deviation  so  great  from  the 
general  colonial  system  was  proposed, 
n<nie  of  his  majesty's  ministers  had  thought 
proper  to  communicate  to  the  house  any 
reason  for  such  deviation  ;  he  considered 
the  price  of  sugars  would  be  equally 
afiected,  whether  those  from  Martinique 
were  admitted  only  for  exportation  or  for 
home  consumption  also  :  the  not  allowing 
the  inhabitants  of  tliat  island  the  privileges 
of  other  British  colonies,  might  create 
disaffection,  and  was  contrary  to  the  spi- 
rit of  the  proclamation  of  our  commanders. 

The  Chancellor  cf  the  Exchcqwr  defended 
the  measure,  and  contended,  that  the  re- 
strictions proposed  on  the  Martinique  trade 
would  be  beneficial  to  our  own  colonies, 
and  was  not  aware  that  any  proclamation 
had  been  issued,  of  which  this  regulation 
would  be  an  infringement.  He  professed 
his  readiness  to  discuss  the  measure  on  a 
future  day,  and  only  wished  at  present  for 
leay«  i%  brio^  in  the  bill. 
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Mr.  Jacob  remarked,  that  the  proprie- 
tors of  West  India  Estates  had  always 
shewn  a  great  degree  of  tenacity  to  main- 
tain a  monopoly  of  the  supply  f>f  the  Bri- 
tish Islands,  and  that  it  did  not  appear 
their  produce  would  be  much  aH'ected, 
whatever  regulations  might  be  adopted 
with  respect  to  Martinique  ;  but  as  they 
entertained  a  prejtidice  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Martinique  on  the 
other,  it  was  the  business  of  the  house  to 
legiiijlate  impartially  between  them.  He 
felt  it  impossible  not  to  lament  the  situ- 
ation of  our  own  colonies,  the  property  of 
which  was  depreciated  in  a  most  ruinous 
degree.  It  would  be  no  small  alleviation 
to  them  if  the  importation  of  French  bran- 
dies were  prohibited  :  this  would  increase 
the  consumption  of  rum,  its  natural  sub- 
stitute, and  the  prodaction  of  our  own  co- 
lonies. Brandy  \<as  by  no  means  a  ne- 
cessary of  life,  and  by  allowing  its  con- 
sumption we  were  benefiting  the  enemy, 
lie  gave  government  credit  for  their  deter- 
mination to  prohibit  its  importation,  but 
their  views  were  in  a  great  measure  frus- 
trated by  the  licences  now  outstanding 
Krrculuted  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  and 
of  which  a  shnmeful  irafTic  was  made. 

Mr.  Rose,  in  the  present  slage  of  the 
business,  was  willing  to  wave  the  dis- 
cussion of  Martinique  sugars,  but  denied 
any  assurance  being  given  to  the  inhabi- 
tants tha^  the  island  should  in  all  respects 
^be  in  the  same  situation  as  other  JJritish 
colonies,  lie  asserted  that  no  licences 
for  the  importation  of  French  brandies, 
had  been  granted  for  the  last  six  or  eight 
months,  except  in  circumstances  of  pecu- 
liar hardship,  when  the  brandies  had  been 
paid  for  by  British  subjects;  and  that 
-even  under  those  circumstances  none  had 
been  either  granted  or  renewed  lately, 
nor  would  they  in  future. 

Mr.  Homer  contended,  that  the  sale  of 
licences  had  been  carried  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, and  was  an  evil  that  much  required 
correction  :  he  did  not  altogether  disaj^- 
prove  of  making  a  distinction  between 
Martinique  and  our  other  colonies,  but  it 
was  of  importance  to  ascertain  whether 
any  promises  to  the  contrary  had  bedli 
held  out  by  our  commanders. 

Mr.  Barint^  coincided  in  opinion  with 
Mr.  Marryattand  Mr.  Jacob  in  respect  to 
placing  the  sugars  of  Martinique  on  the 
same  footing  as  those  from  our  own  islands, 
and  condemned  the  abuse  which  existed 
in  respect  to  licences.  He  regretted  that 
at  a  lime  when  it  was  thought  necessary 


for  government  to  interfere  so   much  in 
aftairs  of  commerce,  the  Board  of  Trade 
was    filled    by   noble  lords   and   learned 
lords,  and  not  by  men  of  practical  com-  . 
mercial  habits. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Thursday,  April  0.1. 

[Campaign  in  Spain  —  Orders  issued 
BY  Sir  John  Moore.]  Mr.  Abercrooibie 
rose  to  make  the  motion  of  which  he  bad 
giv^i  notice,  relative  to  the  general  Or- 
ders issued  by  general  sir  John  Moore  at 
Salamanca,  &c.  in  Spain.  His  sole  object 
in  moving  for  tliese  papers  was,  that  the 
character  of  that  gallant  and  highly  la- 
mented officer  might  appear  in  its  true 
colours.  He  did  not  apprehend  there 
could  be  any  objection  to  this  motion,  and 
should  therefore  mention  the  papers,  viz. 
Copies  of  the  general  Orders  issued  on  the 
25ih  of  October,  1 1th  of  November,  and 
23d,  27th,  and  30th  of  December,  1808. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  he  should  be  sorry 
to  refuse  any  papers  which  might  be 
thought  necessary  to  vindicate  the  cha- 
racter of  the  gallant  oflScer  alluded  to, 
but  he  must  resist  the  motion  ;  first,  be* 
causo  the  executive  government  could  not 
comply  with  it.  No  such  papers  were  in 
his  office,  nor  did  he  kno^^  where  they 
were,  except  they  might  be  in  possession 
of  the  adjutant-general  in  Spain.  In  the 
next  place,  he  thought  it  a  serious  ques- 
tion of  prudence  whether  such  papers 
ought  to  be  called  for,  as  the  orders  of  ge- 
nerals to  the  army  under  their  commsind 
were  conveyed  in  a  tone  which  might  be 
necessary  to  keep  up  discipline,  and  might 
not  perhaps  be  quite  consonant  to  the 
feelings  of -the  h"ouse,  and  should  not  there- 
fore be  made  public. 

General  Tarleton  said,  that  if  the  noble 
lord  would  refer  to  the  adjutant-general, 
he  would  easily  find  where  the  papers 
moved  for  were.  As  to  the  other  objec- 
tion to  the  tone  of  general  orders,  and 
their  not  according  with  the  feelings  of 
the  house,  he  thought  it  very  futile.  They 
were  always  clear  and  concise,  and  so  for 
not  consonant  with  the  long  speeches  in 
that  house  ;  but  if  those  moved  for  were 
supposed  necessary  to  clear  up  any  doubts 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  gallant  and  la- 
mented officer  alluded  to,  they  ou^ht  cer- 
tainly to  be  produced.  He  should  there- 
fore take  the  sense  of  the  house  on  th* 
question. 
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Mr.  AherCTombie  said,  that  as,  contrary 
to  his  expectation,  his  moiion  was  oppos- 
ed, he  'would  beg,  the  alteutioa  ot*  the 
house  while  he  briefly  staled  his  reasons 
for  making  it,  and  why  he  thought  the  ob- 
jections of  no  weight  against  it.  As  to 
the  first,  it  would  be  easy  for  the  Order  of 
that  house  to  be  directed  to  the  adjutant- 
general,  and  if  he  had  not  the  papers,  then 
to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  army  in 
Spain.  With  respect  to  the  second  objec- 
tion, of  the  tone  of  a  commanding  ofiicer 
being  different  to  what  it  would  be  if  ad- 
dressed to  the  house,  it  made,  he  thought, 
rather  in  favour  of  the  motion ;  there 
could  not,  certainly,  be  any  object  which 
the  house  ought  more  to  wish  the  know- 
ledge of,  than  ththstate  of  the  discipline  of 
the  army.  As  to  the  gallant  officer  who 
was  the  object  of  the  motion,  he  was  sure 
that  brave  general  never  wrote  or  express- 
ed a  sentiment  relative  to  the  army  under 
bis  command,  which  he  would  not  have 
published  and  wished  to  be  known  to  the 
whole  world.  It  was  very  well  known, 
that  a  considerable  alarm  had  gone  abroad 
respecting  the  disorder  and  want  of  disci- 
pline in  toe  army  under  the  command  of 
sir  John  Moore,  which  had  shewn  itself 
particularly  in  the  retreat  from  Sahagun 
to  Coruuna,  and  that  this  want  of  disci- 
pline was  not  owing  to  general  Moore. 
Now,  if  those  Orders  were  made  public, 
they  would  shew  plainly  and  clearly  that 
the  fault  was  not  with  him.  If  the  noble 
lord  meant  these  orders  should  not  be 
known  to  the  public,  and  if  it  were  true,  as 
the  noble  lord  had  admitted,  that  every 
thing  had  been  done  by  sir  John  Moore  in 
the  retreat  from  Sahagun  to  Corunoa,  that 
could  have  been  done  by  the  ablest  gene- 
ral in  any  service,  then  the  argument 
amounted  to  this,  viz.  that  you  must  not 
hurt  the  feelings  of  the  army,  but  you 
may  sacrifice  the  honour  and  character  of 
the  oftieer  who  commanded.  If  any  thing 
had  been  done  by  the  gallant  officer  al- 
luded to,  which  was  at  all  faulty,  it  was 
entirely  owing  to  ministers ;  and  as  he 
had>  unfortunately  for  the  country,  fallen 
a  sacrifice  to  the  situation  in  which  he  had 
been  placed  by  them,  or  by  their  adhe- 
rents»  it  was  extremely  hard  to  sacrifice 
his  character,  as  well  a^  his  life,  to  screen 
themselves.  The  whole  of  these  Orders 
had  been  published  in  the  newspapers, 
^d  if  refused,  that  house  would  be  the 
only  place  in  which  they  would  not  be 
known.  He  wished,  however,  to  place 
the  character  of  the  gallant  and  lamented 
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otHcer,  in^its  propercolours  on  the  records 
of  that  house  ;  and  the  production  of  these 
orderji  was  the' .^nly  way  of  elVectually 
clearing'  it  from  Uie  doubts  that  would 
otherwise  be  spread  over  it. 

Mr.  Taylor  thought,  as  the  propriety 
of  sir  John  Moore's  conduct  appeared 
such  that  the  public  were  generally  .satis- 
fied, the  production  of  tlie  papers  moved 
for  seemed  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Homtr  thought,  that  whattvor  ob- 
stacle from  a  feeling  of  delicacy  might 
arise  in  some  cases  to  the  production  of 
certain  documents,  none  after  what  had 
already  been  productd  could  be  supposed 
to  exist  in  the  present  lie  thought  they 
oui^ht  to  be  pro(luced,  to  eiilighien  the 
public  on  a  question  so  important. 

Loul  Castlatagh  bnclly  replied,  and 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  such  an  inquiry 
at  the  present  moment  would  be  invidious 
and  unnecessary. 

A  division  look  place,  when  there  ap- 
peared, for  their  production,  37  ;  Against 
it,  62;   Majority,  25. 

[Campak.n  in  Spain. — Sir  John  Moore 
AND  Mr.  Frere.]  Mr,  Edtn  rose  to  move 
for  certain  Papers  relating  to  Mr.  Frere's 
mission.  After  some  preliminary  observ- 
ations, he  stated,  that  Mr.  Frere  Itad  writ- 
ten to  sir  J.  Moore  on  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber, advising  him  to  advance  with  his 
army.  in  answer  to  this  letter  of  Mr. 
Frere's,  sir  J.  Moore  writes  "  1  last  night 
received  a  letter  from  the  Supreme  Junta. 
I  have  commanded  sir  David  Baird  to 
march  back  to  Astorga,  and  have  stopped 
the  preparations  for  retreating."  And 
this,  it  appeared,  had  been  done  at  a  pe- 
riod when  there  could,  in  fact,  be  no  pros- 
pect of  the  British  army  being  able  to 
exert  itself  with  efi'ect.  At  this  juncture, 
tvvo  persons  (Thomas  de  Morla  and  the 
duke  del  Caslell  Franco)  calling  themselves 
the  Supreme  Junta,  wrote  a  letter  to  sir  J. 
Moore,  dated  the  1st  of  December,  in 
which  they  stated,  that  they  were  much 
threatened  by  the  enemy,  that  Castanos, 
with  25,000  men,  and  another  army  of 
10,000  were  falling  back,  and  that  they 
hoped  he  (sir  John  Moore)  woukl  fall 
back,  and  unite  with  their  force.  It  had 
since  appeared,  that  on  the  very  day  on 
which  that  letter  was  written,  Morla  had 
an  interview  with  the  French  commanders ; 
three  days  after  from  his  conduct  it  should 
appear  he  considered  all  resistance  as  use- 
less, and  on  the  5th  (the  day  on  which  sir 
John  Moore  received  the  letter)  the  French 
were  in  quiet  possession  of  Madrid.     If  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«(551 


PARL.  DEBATES,  April  27,  ISOO. --Carnpaign  in  Spam. 


[264 


had  been  the  wish  of  Morla  to  decoy  the 
British  army  into  the  power  of  the  French, 
he  could  not  have  wished  for  an  instru- 
ment more  likely  to  forward  his  wishes 
than  the  letter  which  had  been  written  to 
sir  John  Moore  by  Mr.  Frefe.  And  the 
subsequent  conduct  of  Morla  was  such  as 
to  justify  a  suspicion  th'it  that  was  the  fact. 
The  situation  of  sir  John  Moore  at  that 
period  was  truly  distressing:  he  found 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  British  army  in  a 
foreign  country,  placed  in-  such  circum- 
stances (though  no  fault  of  his)  that  he  could 
not  be  cheered  with  any  reasonable  pros- 
pect of  success  He  knew  the  extrava- 
gant notions  of  Spanish  enthusiasm  that  at 
that  time  so  generally  pervaded  this  coun- 
try, and  was  aware  of  the  censure  he  must, 
in  all  probability,  incur  if  he  consulted 
the  safety  of  his  army,  by  quitting  the 
country  without  making  any  further  effort 
in  the  cause.  Yet  happily  superior  to 
all  these  afflicting  reflections,  the  gallant 
general  determined  to  brave  the  transient 
obloquy  that  menaced  him,  by  preserving 
his  men.  To  this  resolve  we  might  at- 
tribute his  avoiding  the  snare  ;  but  though 
the  whole  of  his  army  were  not  decoyed 
into  the  power  of  the  French,  the  disas-  * 
trous  battle  of  Corunna  might  be  ascribed 
to  the  circumstances  he  had  spoken  of. 
The  right  hon.  Secretary  opposite  cer- 
tainly could  not  mean  \o  say,  at  a  time 
when  Mr.  Frere  was  so  confid^ent  of  the 
success  of  the  Spanish  cause,  when  he  was 
80  confident  in  the  soundness  of  his  own 
judgment,  that  he  in  a  manner  superseded 
the  commanding  officer,  in  a  case  which 
involved  the  fate  of  the  finest  body  of 
troops  that  had  ever  sailed  from  England, 
that  he  never  wrote  in  explanation  of  his 
conduct ;  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  he 
had  failed  to  communicate  to  government 
his  reasons  for  acting  as  he  did,  and  if  such 
an  explanation  had  been  transmitted,  it 
was  highly  proper  that  it  shodd  be  pro- 
duced. The  hon.  gent,  concluded  by 
moving,  *'  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  that  he  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  ^ive  directions  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  house  a  copy  of 
the  Letter  from  the  Junta  at  Madrid,  re- 
ferred to  by  lieut.-gen.  sir  John  Moore  in 
his  letter  to  the  right  hon.  John  Hookham 
Frcre,  dated  Salamanca,  6ih  December 
1808,  and  any  infonnation  of  which  his 
majesty's  government  may  be  in  posses^- 
sion  relative  thereto,  or  relative  to  the  two 
Letters  of  the  right  hon.  John  Hookham 
$^rere  to  sir  Johp  Moore, dated  Talavera  de 


la  Reyna,  the  3d  of  December  1808,  and 
to  the  message  which  is  stated  to  have 
accompanied  those  Letters." 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  had  already  com- 
municated to  the  hon.  gent,  that  it  was 
impossible  to'  comply  Mrith  his  motion; 
because  government  had,  no  such  papers 
as  he '  had  moved  for  to  produce.  He 
left  the  house  to  judge  of  the  candour  of 
the  hon.  gent,  under  these  circumstances, 
who  seemed  to  have  taken  this  occasion  to 
throw  out  insinuations  against  Mr.  Frere 
before  the  time  for  discussing  the  subject 
altogether  had  arrived.  He  had  heard  this 
with  feelings  which  he  would  not  trust 
himself  to  express.  When  the  proper 
moment  came  he  would  ^endeavour  to  ais- 
charge  hfs  public  duties  and  those  of  pri- 
vate friendship.  He  was  surprised  the  right 
hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Tierney)  had  not 
called  the  hon.  gent,  to  order  when  he 
was  reading  the  extract  from  the  letter  of 
the  Junta ;  he  who  had  on  a  former  oc- 
casion made  so  much  noise  about  garbled 
extracts.  That  letter,  however,  was  not 
in  the  possession  of  government ;  and  as 
to  the  other  part  of  the  motion,  all  the 
communications  of  Mr.  Frere  on  the  sub- 
ject were  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tiemof  observed,  that  the  ofience 
of  his  hon.  friend  had  not  deserved  the 
wrath  of  the  right  honourable  secretary. 
It  was  extremely  proper  to  move  for 
these  papers,  and  to  state  the  grounds 
of  the  motion,  even  though  government 
had  them  not  to  produce  ;  for  it  was 
very  important  to  know  that  there  were 
no  such  documents;  and  this  fact  did  not 
operate  much  in  favour  of  Mr.  Frere.  As 
to  his  calling  his  hon.  friend  to  order,  the 
right  hon.  gent,  ought  to  be  aware  that 
there  was  a  difference  between  reading 
an  extract  of  a  letter  in  moving  for  a  pa- 
per, and  the  production  of  garbled  ex- 
tracts to  form  a  foundation  for  a  vote  of 
the  house.  This  was  what  they  had  com- 
plained of;  for  a  Secretary  of  State  might 
by  this  means  give  any  complexion  to  the 
documents  that  would  best  suit  his  own 
purposes. 

Mr.  Canning  stated  that  Mr.  Frere  had 
accompanied  the  Junta  when  they  lef^ 
Madrid,  and  could  have  known  nothing 
of  Charmilly,  or  the  letter  of  Morla,  had 
it  not  been  that  the  Junta  stopped  at  Ta- 
lavera de  la  Reyna,  on  their  way  to  Se- 
ville. Here  Charmilly  found  him,  when 
on  his  way  to  sir  John  Moore,  with  a  di- 
rect con>pi)unication,  never  intended  to  bit 
forwarded  through  Mr.  Frere. 
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Lord  H.  Petty  did  not  know  whether 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  attended  to  the 
extent  of  his  hon.  friend's  motion.  He 
wished  he  would  state  whether  there  was 
any  communication  from  Mr.  Frere  re- 
lative to  the  two  letters  which  he  had 
•sent  to  sir  John  Moore,  and  which  had 
been  received  hy  him  when  Charmilly 
arrived  ? 

Mr.  Canning  did  not  know  of  any^ 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  there  wefe  no 
documents  at  his  office  on  the  subject, 
either  from  Mr.  Frere  or  sir  John  Moore. 
He  wished  to  correct  a  mistake,  which,  he 
understood,  to  have  prevailed.  It  had 
been  said,  that  Charmilty  went  to-  Spain 
recommended  by  him.  lliere  was  no 
foundation  for  the  report.  Charmilly  had 
applied  to  him  to  be  sent,  but  he  had 
told  him  that  he  did  not  know  of  any  ser- 
vice in  which  he  would  be  wanted,  and 
he  really  never  knew  that  the  gentleman 
was  in  Spain  till  the  mention  of  this  trans- 
action. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  would  reserve  what  he 
had  to  say  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Frere's 
conduct  till  the  proper  time,  but  he  sup- 
posed the  right  hon.  secretary  could  not 
expect  that  any  one  would  be  prevented 
from  saying  of  Mr.  Frere  whatever  he 
would  have  said  if  be  had  not  had  the 
protection  of  the  right  hon.  gent/s  friend- 
ship. There  were  two  important  facts, 
however,  ascertained  by  this  discussion  ; 
first,  that  Charmilly  was  the  messenger  to 
sir  John  Moore  ;  and  next,  that  the  noble 
lord  (Castlereagh)  was  still  in  office,  in 
the  face  of  a  minority  of  107.  Many 
greater  men  had  been  driven  out  by  a 
less  formidable  minority.  But  while  the 
sturdy  oak  was  rooted  up  by  the  storm, 
the  pliant  bulrush  bent  its  head  and  re- 
covered the  shock. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  he  certainly 
was  not  disposed  to  retire  on  any  sug^es- 
tiofi  of  the  hon.  gent.  As  to  CharmilTy's 
being  the  messenger  alluded  to,  he  did  not 
officially  know  any  thing  about  the  matter. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  that 
the  majority  of  the  house  had  voted  that 
there  was  no  reason  why  his  noble  friend 
should  retire,  and  that  the  judgment  of  the 
house  was  to  be  regulated  by  its  majority, 
and  not  by  the  minority. 

General  Tarleton  observed,  that  what 
had  been  applied  to  Buonaparte  mis^ht, 
with  the  alteration  of  a  word,  be  applied 
40  the  noble  lord.  Buonaparte  had  been 
called  the  child  and  champion  of  Jaco- 
binism :  The  noble  lord  was  the  child  and 


champion  of  office.  In  order  to  shew  how 
utterly  unworthy  of  any  trust'  or  credit 
Charmilly  was,  be  stated  that  he  had  re- 
fused to  pay  to  a  Mr.  Devereux  some 
money  whicn  he  had  lost  to  him  at  play, 
upon  the  pretence  that  he  was  a  ruined 
man ;  although  as  had  been  afterwards 
ascertained,  he  certainly  had  the  means  of 
paying. 

Mr.  Yorke  called  the  hon.  general  to 
order,  on  the  ground  that  this  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  question. 

The  Speaker  said  that  it  was  difficult  to 
know  precisely,  in  some  cases,  the  exact 
limits  of  order.  The  gallant  general 
would  use  his  own  discretion. 

General  Tarleton  proceeded.  It  appear- 
ed that  this  colonel  Charmilly,  had  been 
the  bearer  of  the  dispatch  to  sir  J.  Moore; 
he  therefore  came  before  the  house  in  that 
kind  of  military  diplomatic  character. 
Now  when  this  colonel  Charmilly  was 
charged  with  bis  conduct  to  Mr.  Devereux, 
what  did  he  do  ?  Why,  simply  denied 
ever  having  played  with  Mr.  D.  at  all. 
The  business  was  not  proceeded  in,  owing 
to  the  interference  of  a  very  respectable 
man,  the  Compte  de  Vandreuil,  who  re- 
presented the  total  ruin  in  which  it  must 
involve  colonel  Charmilly.  Such  was  the 
man  whom  Mr.  Frere  chose  to  authorise 
to  interfere  with  sir  John  Moore! 

Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Canning  mutu- 
ally explained;  after  which  the  motion 
was  put  and  negatived  without  a  division. 

[Newspapers.]  The  house  having  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee, 

Mr.  Hiskisson  stated,  that  according  to 
an  agreement  entered  into,  in  the  year 
1 797,  it  was  stipulated  that  the  proprietors 
of  Newspapers  should  be  allowed  12  per 
cent  duty  on  stamps,  provided  they  were 
restricted  in  the  sale  ot  their  papers  to  the  - 
price  of  six-pence.  They  were  to  be  al- 
lowed this  discount  provided  the  price  did 
not  rise  above  sixpence ;  but  if  it  did,  the 
discount  was  discontinued.  This  agree- 
ment, at  the  time  it  was  made,  was  just, 
for  the  expences  attending  the  publication 
were  commensurate  to  the  restriction. 
Since  that  period,  however,  owing  to  the 
rise  in  paper,  the  additional  expence  of 
labour,  and  a  variety  of  other  circum- 
stances, the  present  profits  were  not  ade- 
quate to  the  expenditure.  It  surely,  then, 
could  not  be  just  to  continue  an  agreement 
which  had  been  made  under  very  difierent 
circumstances  from  those  now  existing. 
Two  modes  were  proposed,  in  order  to 
meet  the  present  circumstances.    The  first 
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was,  to  take  ofF  the  discount  aUogether> 
and  aiiow  the  proprietors  of  papers  to  sell 
at  their  own  prices;  the  otljer  was,  to 
raise  the  limits  of  the  discount :  the  latter 
method  was  in  his  opinion  preferable,  for 
though  the  consequence  he  had  no  doubt 
%vould  be  the  raising  the  price  of  news- 
papers one  half-peuny  each,  still  this 
would  not  place  the  proprietors  in  as  pros- 
perous a  situation,  owing  to  the?y*addi- 
tional  expenccs,  as  they  were  in,  in  the 
year  1797,  when  the  agreement  was  first 
made.  In  the  year  1801,  an  additiojial 
duty  had  been  laid  on  paper,  and  of  coOrse 
an  additional  discount  was  allowed;  but 
the  duty  having  been  repealed,  the  ad- 
ditional discount  was  also  tajien  off.  He 
then  moved, "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  in  order  to  amend  the  37th  of 
George  3,  relating  to  the  restrictions  on 
Newspapers/' 

Mr.  G.  Johnstone  was  'surprised  at  the 
motion  which  had  been  made.  He  had 
rather  expected  that  the  discount  would  be 
taken  off  entirely,  and  that  thp  price  should 
remain  as  it  at  present  was.     Various  cir- 

,  cumstances  concurred  to  shew,  that  news- 
paper proprietors  considered  they  had  a 
good  trade  of  it.  For  instance,  a  paper 
had  been  lately  set  up,  which  thought  pro* 
per  to  extend  iuelf  from  four  (tl^  usual 
number  of  columns,)  to  five  columns.  It 
was,  in  his  opinion,  impossible  that  the  size 
of  the  articles  should  be  increased,  unless 
the  value  of  it  rose  in  proportion..  He  did 
not  see,  then,  if  this  was  the  case,  why 
this  additional  encourajj^ement  should  be 
given. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said,  that  he  for  his  part 
would  be  glad  to  take  off  the  discount  alto- 
gether, and  leave  the  restriction  in  price 
to  the  fair  efforts  of  competition.  He  was 
sin'e,  however,  that  the  immediate  effect 
of  that  would  be,  the  increase  of  the  price 
to  sevenpence.  Wjth  respect  to  the  ob- 
jection of  one  paper  having  increased  the 
number  of  its  columns  to  five,  the  reason 
of  that  he  supposed  was,  that  its  proprie- 
tors thought  they  should  profit  by  the  ad- 
ditional number  of  advertisements,  in 
which  the  chief  value  of  a  newspaper  con- 
sisted. This  was  the  exact  case,  he  be- 
lieved, with  this  individual  paper,  which 
had  been  established  by  a  body  of  auctio- 

.  Beers,  who  looked  chiefly  to  advertise- 
ments. The  great  evidence  of  the  bur- 
then of  the  restriction  was,  that  the  aggre- 
gate number  of  daily  papers  was  not  in- 
croased  since  1 7  Q7 .  This  was  a  fact  which 
be  had  ascertained  from  the  commissioners 


of  stamps.  It  was  very  true,  that  a  num- 
ber of  additional  denominations  of  papers 
had  been  lately  established,  but  still  the 
risk  attending  such  establishment  was  not 
less  than  that  of  a  lottery,  and  had  been 
often  followed  by  ruin  to  the  adventurers.  / 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  said,  it 
was  very  true  that  an  additional  number 
of  papers  were  continually  appearing ; 
but  these  papers  were  not  diurnal  prints, 
which  incurred  necessarily  a  very  heavy 
expense  in  their  establishments,  but  week- 
ly and  two  days  a  week  papers,  which 
could  glean  tl^eir  intelligence  from  the 
daily  papers,  without  having  to  pay  the 
sources  from  whence  it  was  derived;  of 
course,  the  circumstance  of  ^tbeir  appear- 
ance ought  not  to  militate  against  the  daily 
paper,  which  gave  to  them  much  of  its  ad- 
vantages, while  it  could  not  extend  any  of 
its  expences.  The  paper  which  had  ex- 
tended its  columns  to  five  was  a  daily  pa- 
per, it  was  true;  but  then,  in  order  to  sup- 
port itself,  it  was  compelled  to  publish  at 
an  early  hour,  which  early  publication  ne- 
cessarily prevented  it  from  participation  in 
the  sources  of  information  from  which 
other  papers  derive  much  of  their  interest ; 
for  instance,  it  was  not  able  fully  to  give 
intelligence  of  what  was  passing  in  that 
house.  He  supported  the  present  measure 
from  an  absolute  conviction  of  it&  justice 
and  its  policy ;  for,  surely,  it  would  not 
be  equitable  to  keep  newspaper  proprietors 
to  the  strict  limitation  or  letter  of  an  agree- 
ment, when  the  foundation  on  which  such 
agreement  stood  had  sunk.  \Vhy  should 
they  be  restricted  in  the  price  of  their  pa- 
per, when  the  expence  attending  it  had 
been  extended  }  Papers  which  had  a 
variety  of  advertisements  might  profit  by 
it,  but  that  was  the  result  of  much  labour 
and  a  long  establishment,  and  was  at  all 
events  no  reason  why  those  which  had 
fewer  should  sullier.  A  multiplicity  of  pa- 
pers  were  now  printed  in  this  town,  but  such 
speculations  were  extremely  hazardous, 
and  were  often  kept  alive  at  absolute  ruiu 
from  too  long  protracted  hope  and  a  natu- 
ral disinclination  to  dissolve  a  regulated 
establishment. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  agreed 
to, 

[Sale  op  Offices  Prevention  Bill.I 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  movea 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  house  resolv- 
ing itself  into  a  Committee  on  this  bill. 
On  the  motion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving 
the  Chair, 

Mr.  Homer  expatiated  on  the  impro- 
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priety  of  allowing  offices  in  the  courts  of 
law  to  become  saleable.  This  practice 
had  been  justly  reprobated  by  all  judicial 
characters,  from  lord  Kaimes,  downwards. 
The  Committee  of  Finance  in*  1797  had 
disapproved  of  the  custom,  and  had  re- 
commended strongly  its  discontinuance  to 
Ihe  house.  He  merely  threw  this  out  as 
his  opinion,  for  he  did  not  mean  to  make 
any  specific  motion  on  the  subject. 

I'he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agreed 
with  -the  hon.  and  learned  cent.,  that  the 
subject  to  which  he  had  alluded  was  de- 
serving of  consideration,  and  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  house  should  come  to  some 
resolution  upon  the  question  in  the  present 
session.  It  would  not  be  right  to  proceed 
further  in  the  present  instance  without 
communication  with  the  courts,  with  a  view 
to  guard,  in  any  future  measures,  existing 
rignts  and  vested  property.  In  the  last 
session,  he  had  given  notice  of  his  intention 
in  the  present  to  bring  forward  a  proposi- 
tion for  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the 
puisne  jud^e,  and  he  had  to  state,  that  that 
was  still  his  intention.  He  thought  it 
would  ali^obe  right  to  irfcrease  the  salaries 
of  the  Welsh  judges,  and  of  the -Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  of  the  chief 
baron  of  the  Exchequer.  He  had  not 
brought  forward  this  measure  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  session,  because  from  the 
feelings  which  the  mention  of  it  seemed  to 
have  excited,  he  did  not  apprehend  any 
opposition  to  it  when  he  should  propose  to 
carry  it  into  effect.  But  he  trusted  that 
the  house  would  not  think  it  necessary  to 
make  any  provision  respecting  the  sale  of 
judicial  offices,  before  this  regulation  should 
be  adopted,  but  content  itself  with  a  reso- 
lution declaratory  of  its  intention  to  take 
up  that  subject  next  session.  In  the  ex- 
ceptions, therefore,  in  the  present  bill,  he 
proposed  that  these  offices  should  be  in- 
cluded, and  should  not  propose  to  delay 
one  year  the  consideration  of  the  expe- 
diency of  making  some  regulation  respect- 
ing them,  if  that  delay  could  effect  or  in- 
terfere with  the  administration  of  justice. 
But  the  offices  were  purely  ministerial : 
and  there  were  other  judges  in  the  diN 
ferent  courts,  besides  those,  who  had  the 
disposal  of  these  places,  and  who  could 
decide  whether  the  persons  appointed 
-were  adequate  and  fit  for  the  offices.  It 
was  matter  of  surprise,  that  such  places 
fihonld  havfe  been  excepted  in  the  act  of 
EdSvard  vi. ;  but,  as  they  had  been  so  long 
excepted  from  the  operation  of  that  act, 
and  allowed  to  be  sold,  it  would  not  be  just 


to  take  away  the  right  of  disposing  of 
them  without  due  consideration,  and  an 
adequate  equivalent. 

Mr.  Hemy  Thornton  observed,  that  in  his 
idea  the  operation  of  the  bill  ought  to  be 
extended  to  sinecures  in  the  courts,  and 
offices  sold  by  persons  holding  such  sine- 
cures. He  did  not  know  all  the  cases,  or 
how  m^ny  sinecures  of  that  description 
existed,  but  he  was  confident  that  many 
offices  were  sold  that  did  not  belong  to 
the  courts  of  justice  to  dispose  of.  The 
Third  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee 
contained  a  recommendation  to  abolish 
sinecures  in  the  courts  of  law.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Finance  in  1797,  had  alio  re- 
commended the  abolition  of  such  places, 
the  profits  of  which  were  then  estimated 
at  20,000/.  By  the  late  Report,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  amount  of  these  proffts 
had  since  doubled.  There  might,  per- 
haps, be  room  for  further  inquiry  before 
any  legislative  measures  should  be  enact- 
ed ;  but  when  it  appeared  that  the  profits 
of  such  places  amounted  to  no  less  a 
sum  than  52,000/.  it  was  his  opinion  that 
this  sum  would  afford  a  very  ample  fund 
to  remunerate  those  whose  propertj'  might 
be  injured  by  taking  away  the  right  of 
selling  judicial  offices. 

Mr.  Rose  stated,  that  there  were  many 
inaccuracies  in  the  estimates  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  instanced  one  office,  which 
they  had  sat  down  as  one  having  2,500/. 
profits,  when  the  actual  profits  did  not  ex- 
ceed 500/. 

Mr.  H,  Thornton  admitted,  that  somft 
inaccuracies  might  have  existed  in  th^ 
Report,  which  the  committee  was  at  pre- 
sent engaged  in  examining  with  a  view  to 
their  correction,  but  still  declared,  that  the 
gross  amount  of  the  profits  of  luch  places 
was  such  as  he  had  stated. 

Mr.  C.  Wi/nne  thought,  that  not  only  the 
mterests  of  the  judges  should  be  protected, 
but  also  the  interests  of  other  persons  who 
held  offices  for  life,  and  now  exercising  the 
right  of  selling  offices  in  their  depart- 
ments; which  right,  he  was  of  opinion, 
ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  continue. 
Nothing  would  more  effectually  contri- 
bute to  make  the  public  submit  cheer- 
fully to  the  "burthens  that  were  necessary, 
than  that  they  should  see  that  every  saving 
of  the  public  expenditure  that  was  possible 
was  resorted  to. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  % 
Committee  upon  the  bill,  Mr.  Wharton  in 
the  chair. — On  the  first  clause  for  extend- 
ing the  operation  of  the  Bill  tp  all  officers 
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in  England  and  Ireland,  an  amendment  house  of  commons. 

was  proposed  by  lord  Folkestone,  to  insert  Fridav  Avril  28 

the  words  "  and  in  any  part  of  bis  ma-  ^'    ^ 

jesty's  dominions  or  plantations/'  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that 
the  object  of  the  noble  lord  was  secured 
by  words  to  the  same  effect  in  a  subse- 
quent part  of  the  clause.  Mr.  Maxwell, 
in  seconding  lord  Folkestone's  amendment, 
proposed  that  the  operation  of  the  bill 
should  extend  to  the  sale  of  sherifTs  clerk- 
ships, and  offices  under  the  keeper  of  the 
signet  in  Scotland.  To  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  answered,  that  the 
bill  would  extend,  as  worded,  to  all  offices 
not  legally  sold  in  Scotland,  and  if  the  offices 
alluded  to  were  of  that  description  they 
would  be  included  within  the  operation  of 
the  bill. — After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Horner,  stating  that  judicial  offices  were 
not  enumerated  in  the  bill,  and  a  reply 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  they  were  enumerated  in^  the  act  of 
Edward  VI.  which  was  to  be  affirmed  by 
this  bill,  the  clause  was  agreed  to  without 
the  amendment ;  and  on  the  suggestion  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  office 
of  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  which  had  been 
inadvertently  omitted,  inserted  in  the 
clause. — In  the  clause  extending  the  ope- 
ration of  the  bill  to  all  offices,  civil  and 
military,  the  word  "  naval*'  was  intro- 
duced on  the  motion  of  lord  Folkestone. — 
A  long  discussion  took  place  upon  an 
amendment  proposed  by  lord  Folkestone 
to  insert  the  words,  "  and  all  offices  in  the 
East  Indies,"  which  terminated  in  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment,  restricting  it 
to  offices  in  the  appointment  of  the  go- 
vernor-general. 

Lord  Folkestone  proposed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  evidence,  to  give  a  re- 
ward to  the  informer,  and  to  indemnify 
him  or  her  as  to  any  penalty  to  which  they 
might  be  subject  under  the  act;  the  re- 
ward to  be  paid  by  the  person  transgress- 
ing, and  not  to  be  less  than  200/ — The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  objected  to 
the  amendment,  and  pointed  out  many  in- 
conveniencies  that  would  result  from  its 
adoption.  Lord  Folkestone  acquiesced  in 
the  objection,  and  suggested  that  tt\e  chair- 
man should  report  progress. — On  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  clause  relating  to  opening  houses  for 
the  sale  of  places,  and  advertising  and 
printing  the  same,  was  rejected ;  and  two 
clauses  introduced  in  place  thereof. — 
The  bill  was  ordered  t(j  be  reported  on 
Alonday. 


[Application  of  appropriated  or  un- 
appropriated Money.]  Lord  Henri/ Petty 
rose,  pursuant  to  his  notice  of  yesterday, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  a  sub- 
ject which,  in  point  of  its  principle,  deep- 
ly involved  their  most  valuable  privileges. 
It  appeared,  by  an  account  laid  upon  the 
table  by  order  of  the  house,  that  in  the 
month  of  May,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
sessions,  a  system  had  bcgim  to  be  acted 
upon,  which  called  for  the  most  serious 
interpositon  of  that  house :  at  thai  period 
money  had  been  issued  to  foreign  ministers 
without  the  consent  of  the  commons  house 
of  parliament.  It  appeared  that  the  sum 
of  3,000/.  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Chinnery, 
to  be  by  him  handed  over  to  the  Chevalier 
Souza,  for  the  purpose  of  affi)rding  assist- 
ance to  the  Portuguese  emigrants,  and  of 
defraying  the  expences  of  the  passage  of 
Portuguese  families  to  South  America. 
Upon  the  3d  of  June  following,  another 
5,000/.  was  devoted  in  a  similar  manner 
to  the  same  object.  On  the  21st  of  July 
there  was  an  additional  grant,  and  after- 
wards, during  the  recess,  several  sums  of 
money,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  85,000/. 
As  to  the  expediency  of  the  issue  then 
made,  he  was  yet  to  learn,  not  having  re- 
ceived any  information  respecting  it ;  but 
this,  however,  he  well  knew,  that  there 
was  not  in  the  course  of  the  late  sessions 
any  service  voted  to  which  such  an  appli* 
cation  could  have  any  reference ;  it  was 
therefore  his  intention  to  call  upon  the 
house  to  come  to  a  Declaratory  Resolu- 
tion, in  the  spirit  of  that  principle  adopted 
by  their  ancestors,  and  in  conformity  to 
that  practical  lesson  taught  them  in  the 
course  of  a  contest  for  a  century,  with  the 
encroachments  of  the  crown,  while  par- 
liament was  sitting.  For  two  months  the 
public  money  was  issued  in  different  sums, 
without  any  application  having  been  made 
to  that  parliament,  though  they  were  then 
sitting.  He  knew  of  no  exception  to  the 
great  rule,  that  was  not  made  out  by  the 
most  urgent  necessity;  a  deviation  had 
been  made  in  cases  of  imperious  necessity, 
but  even  in  these  there  was  no  analogy  to 
justify  the  proceeding  of  which  he  now 
complained.  In  the  case  of  the  13th  of 
May  in  the  year  17 11,  the  money  applied 
had  been  voted  by  parliament,  but  the  er- 
ror here  was,  that  it  had  been  applied  la  a 
difterent  service  from  that  to  which  parlia- 
ment bad  voted  it,  though  the  service  ie 
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which  it  was  applied  bad  bten  also  roted 
bj  parliament.  Soch  a  case,  which  was 
only  a  transfer,  cobld  not  be  adduced  as 
a  precedent  for  the  present  one,  where 
the  service  had  never  been  voted  by  that 
bouse ;  had  never  been  considered ;  had 
never  been  contemplated  by  it ;  nor  were 
th^y  to  be  told,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  pressing  exigencies  of  the' times;  of 
ike  critical  state  of  public  afiaiirs ;  of  the 
great  necessity  for  dispatch,  that  it  was 
extremely  difficult  to  act  up  to  the  eood 
old  constitutional  principles^  of  which 
that  house  was  bound  to  be  the  jealous 
ffuardian.  In  proportion  as  they  relaxed 
from  those  principles^  in  yielding  to  any 
aodden  and  nncontroulable  necessity,  in 
the  same  proportion  should  they  watch 
and  diligently  pursue  all  such  exceptions 
a^  might  have  inevitably  occurred,  that 
they  might  not  be  made  precedents  to 
justify  cases  not  at  all  analogous.  Till 
the  year  1727  Votes  of  Credit  never  had 
been  heard  of,  and  such  was  the  laudable 
jealousy  of  that  house,  that  in  the  year 
1737  (he  believed)  a  limitation  was  im- 
posed upon  that  vote  of  credit,  which  rir 
mains  imposed  upon  it  to  this  day.  There 
was  an  exception,  but  it  was  one  which 
gentlemen  wonld  not,  he  believed,  be  very 
toward  to  cite ;  it  was  that  which  had 
occurred  in  the  course  of  the  American 
war,  and  the  committee  upon  it  had  pro- 
nounced the  introduction  of  such  a  Vote 
of  Service  into  the  Army  Extraordinaries 
to  be  a  dangerous  invasion  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  house  of  commons. 
He  was  aware  of  the  g^-ant  of  motiey  which 
had  excited  so  much  observation  in  that 
house,  made  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  emperoi* 
of  Austria  in  the  year  17Q6;  but  in  the 
amendment  then  moved  upon  the  original 
motion,  it  was  submitted,  that  the  advance 
being  made  without  the  consent  of  parlia- 
menty  was  against  the  law  of  the  land  ; 
this  was  admitted  by  those  even  who 
were  the  supporters  of  that  minister  upon 
that  occasion.  From  this  view,  then,  of 
the  transaction,  he  could  anticipate  nov 
thing  that  could  possibly  be  urged  in  its 
defence,  unless  some  plea  of  paramount 
necessity  was  made  out  in  palliation  of  the 
ofience.  If,  however,  that  plea  was  not 
made  out,  he  hoped  they  would  not  be 
told  of  the  comparative  smallness  of  the 
turn  by  way  of  extenuation. — ^The  sum  was 
nothing,  but  the  principle  on  which  it  was 
granted  was,  and  ought  to  be,  every  thing 
in  the  eyes  of  those  who  were  the  constitu- 
tional guardians  of  the  public  purse.  The 
Vol.  XIV. 


noble  lord  then  concluded  with  moving 
"  That  the  applying  any  sum  or  sums  of 
appropriated  or  unappropriated  money  to 
uses  not  voted  or  addressed  for  by  parlia- 
ment, during  the  sitting  of  parliament, 
and  without  any  communication  to  parlia- 
ment respecting  the  nature  and  amount  of 
such  issues,  is  a  misapplication  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  is  contrary  to,  and  dan-^ 
gerously  invades,  the  acknowledged  righta 
and  privileges  of  this  house." 

The  C/tancelhr  qf  ihe  Exchegwr  stated  his 
surprise  at  hearing  the  noble  lord  say,  that 
the  grant  of  which  he  complained  was  un- 
precedented. If  he  had  reverted  to  some 
of  the  grants  voted  during  the  time  he 
was  in  office,  he  would  find  that  there 
were  some  of  an  analogous  nature.  He  by 
no  means  wished  to  contend  the  present 
question  upon  a  recriminating  principle, 
because  he  was  aware  that  such  an  issue 
of  public  mone}'  could  not  be  withheld 
without  a  great  public  inconvenience. 
What  was  the  amount,  either  in  expence 
or  quality,  of  the  present  motion  ?  It  was 
no  mere  than  this,,  that  on  the  23d  of 
May  and  the  3d  of  June,  1808,  two  sums 
of  5,000/.  each  were  applied  to  the  pur- 
pose of  assisting  those  Portuguese  who 
loyally  and  nobly  preferred  an  emigration 
to  the  Brazils,  rather  than  submit  to  the 
dominion  of  the  enemy,  by  which  their 
native  country  was  subjugated.  The  ob- 
jection was,  to  have  the  amount  of  that 
application  brought  before  that  house  in 
the  Estimate  of  the  Army  Extraordinaries. 
He  could  not  see  the  validity  of  that  ob* 
jection.  It  was  to  be  recollected,  that  the 
persons  served  were  our  allies,  cleaving  to 
our  protection,  looking  to  England  for  an 
asylum,  and  he  was  sure  with  the  same 
expectation  of  protection  as  if  they  had 
found  refuge  in  a  British  camp.  It  was 
under  thef  reciprocal  feeling  both  of  the 
govemmefit  which  ordered  the  issue  and  of 
the  unfortunate  and  loyal  persons  who  were 
assisted,  that  the  sums  now  attacked  by  the 
motion  of  the  noble  lord  were  conditional- 
ly issued  to  the  chevalier  de  Souza.  He 
would  put  it  to  ^e  house  to  say,  whether 
if  any  other  means  of  pecuniary  assistance 
were  applied  to  that  portion  of  our  emigra- 
ting allies,  suppose  to  the  British  commis- 
sary, there  would  be  any  opposition  to  soch 
an  application.  But  the  noble  lord  com- 
plained, that  it  was  a  sum  appropriated  to 
one  service  and  diverted  to^  another.  The 
answer  to  such  complaint  was,  that  it  was 
an  application  truly  referable  to  the  Army 
Exitraordinaries,  inasmuch  as  was  a  pecu- 
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xiiary  claim  upon  the  country  growing  out 
ot  the  circumstances  and  accidents  o^'  the 
war,  and  therefore  ought  to  he  naet  out  of 
the  fund  voted  for  such  exlraordmaries. 
What,  then,  did  the  noble  lord  introduce 
by  his  present  motion  ;  Nothing  less  than 
a  sweeping  clause  aBecting  not  alone  the 
present  and  past  administration,  but  the 
very  branch  of  administration  which  the 
noble  lord  had  lately  filled,  and  the  very 
conduct  which  he  himself  had  practised. 
He  did  not  condemn  that  conduct,  but  at 
the  same  time  could  not  su;jpress  his  sur- 
prise at  the  sudden  disposition  of  the 
noble  lord  not  only  to  find  fault  with  his 
own  acts,  but  finally  to  withhold  the  power 
of  goveniment  to  meet  what  the  noble 
lord  must  know  were  most  pressing  exi- 
gences. He  could  not  suppose  that  the 
house  would  concur  in  such  a  motion,  and 
thersfore  moved  th^  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Tierney  denied  that  there  was  any 
comparison  between  the  sum  of  85,000/. 
now  voted  in  opposition  to  the  appropria- 
tion of  parliament,  and  the  money  supplied 
out  of  the  Army  Extraordinaries  during 
the  administration  of  his  noble  friend.  The 
latter  was  a  perfectly  military  application, 
with  a  view  to  future  operations  in  Han- 
over, and  under  that  impression,  and  for 
that  object,  the  money  was  issued  to  count 
Munster.  Besides,  military  co-operation 
was  intended  in  Hanover  under  lord  Cath- 
cart  Would  any  man  assimilate  such  an 
application^  of  the  Army  Extraordinaries 
to  the  present  one,  of  applying  certain 
monthly  sums  to  certain  Portuguese  emi- 
grants, merchjmts,  traders,  &c.  to  the 
Brazils,  men  who  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  army  ?  The  house  had  also  to  bear  in 
recollection  that  it  had  voted  in  the  same 
session  a  sum  of  120,000/.  for  the  relief  of 
distressed  Emigrants,  and  therefore  to 
apply  another  fund  for  the  relief  of  such 
persons,  was  nothing  less  than  a  gross  de- 
ception upon  parliament.  But,  at  what 
time  did  the  government  make  this  undue 
application  ?  Why,  at  the  time  that  the 
•ame  government  announced  to  Europe, 
that  it  had  dispensed  a  blessing  upon 
Portugal,  that  it  had  released  that  people' 
from  the  intolerable  burthen  of  their  in- 
vaders. So  that  poor  England  was  to  have 
the  expence  of  conferring  the  blessing  of 
expelling  the  enemy,  and  afterwards  of 
paying  for  the  passage  and  subsistence  of 
the  very  Portuguese  who  ran  away  from 
this  identical  blessing.  It  was  not  true 
that  these  sium  to  the  chevalier  de  Souza 
wer«    paid  bef/)re  tho  Army  Extraordi- 


naries of  the  last  session  were  voted.  Two 
sums  of  5,000/.  each  were  voted  on  tfao 
23d  of  May,  and  the  Extraordinaries  wero 
not  voted  until  the  25th  following.  It  was 
therefore  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  pro- 
nounce such  an  application  of  the  public 
money  both  unjustifiable  and  unconstitu- 
tional. In  the  army  Extraordinaries  of 
the  last  year  the  king's  ministers  had 
taken  a  vote  of  credit  for  2,800,000/.  and 
the  claim  now  amounted  to  4,100,000/. 
With  such  an  excess  beyond  their  propo- 
sed estimate,  he  could  not  but  vote  for  th« 
motion  of  his  noble  friend. 

Mr.  Huskisson  contended  that  the  peri* 
odical  grants  of  5,250/.  to  count  Munster  by 
the  late  administration,  were  in  a  great " 
part  for  the  distressed  Hanoverians,  and 
were,  without  any  censure  from  the  nobl« 
lord  f6r  that  policy,  analogous  to  the  very 
issues  of  public  money,  of  which  he  now 
so  much  complained.  He  begged  leav«  ' 
also  to  state  that  a  number  of  the  Porta- 
guesfe  emigrants  were  invited  to  this  coun* 
try  in  order  to  be  sent  to  the  Brazils,  by 
the  proclamation  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  British  fleet  at  that  period  ofif 
the  Tagus 

Lord  H.  Petty  explained,  that  such  part 
of  the  grant  to  Hanover  that  was  made  in- 
dependent of  the  intended  military  opera- 
tions under  lord  Cathcart,  were  for  the 
enlistment  of  Hanoverian  troops  for  our 
service.  That  he  presumed  was  strictly 
a  military  application,  and  therelbre  ought 
to  be  estimated  in  the  annual  Army  Ex- 
traordinaries. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  William 
Smith  in  support  of  the  motion,  it  was  put 
and  negatived  without  a  division. 
•  [War  Office  Accounts.]  Mr.  Wardie, 
pursuant  to  notice,  moved.  That  there  b« 
laid  before  the  house  a  Return  of  all  the 
annual  Regimental  Accounts  now  in  the 
War  Office,  specifying  which  were  sepa- 
rate and  which  not,  and  also  which  had 
bee^Q  carried  into  warrant  from  the  25tk 
Bee.  1797  to  the  25th  Dec.  1808,  and  spe- 
cifying whether  for  cavalry,  infantry,  or 
militia. — ^The  hon.  gent,  also  proposed  to 
move  for  an  Account  of  the  Deficiencies 
of  the  several  paymasters  within  the  same 
period.  The  reason  why  he  brought  for- 
ward this  motion  was,  that  he  might  call 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  Sixth  Re- 
port of  Military  Inquiry,  as  the  papers  on 
the  table  were^not  sumcient  to  place  the 
subject  fully  in^the  possession  of  the  hout^ 
and  that,  though  the  clerks  in  the  W^ 
Office  luid  been  increased   tifice   4707, 
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from  t^n  to  fifty,  yet  the  accounts  were  as 
much  in  arreai*  as  before  this  increase 
took  place,  and  the  business  of  tiie  Office 
seemed  rather  to  be  impeded  than  pro- 
moted by  this  increase. 

On  the  Question  being  put  on  the  first 
motion. 

The  Secretary  at  War  said,  he  had  no 
•bjcction  to  the  production  of  these  pa- 
pers 'y  but  as  the  subject  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Commissioners  of  Mi- 
litary Inquiry,  and  the  War  Office  was 
occupied,  in  forming  arrangements  pur- 
suant to  the  suggestions  of  that  Report, 
and  also  of  the  7th  and  Sth  Reports,  he 
put  it  to  the  hon.  gent,  whether  he  should 
not  defer  his  motion  for  the  present,  until 
be  should  know  what  arrangements  would 
be  adopted,  especially  as  the  preparation 
of  these  papers  might  interfere  with  the 
time  of  the  clerks,  now  usefully  occupied 
in  the  projected  arrangements. 

Mr.  Wardle  had  no  desire  to  press  his 
motion,  if  his  majesty's  ministers  were  re- 
solved to  oppose  it.  Why  had  they  not 
made  the  arrangements  alluded  to,  in  all 
the  period  since  June  las^,  when  the  Re- 
port was  laid  before  the  house  ?  He  be- 
lieved it  likely,  that  no  arrangement  was 
in  contemplation,  till  after  he  had  given 
notice  of  this  motion.  But  he  could  assure 
the  house,  that  unless  an  entire  change  of 
system  should  take  place,  much  loss 
would  accrue  to  the  public.  What  cost 
50,000/.  now,  could  be  done  for  less  than 
30,000/.  and  this  he  would  pledge  himself 
to  prove.  He  could  not  see  why  the  ac- 
counts should  not  be  settled  here  as  well 
as  they  were  in  Ireland.  He  had  been  on 
both  establishments,  and  had  suffered,  to- 
gether with  his  regiment,  by  the  failure  of 
a  paymaster,  and  the  arrears  of  accounts 
in  this  country. 

The  Secretary  at  War  conceiving  him- 
self personally  glanced  at  by  the  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  gent.,  begged  to  assure 
him,  that  on  his  coming  into  office  he  had 
seen  the  necessity  of  making  some  ar- 
rangement, and  had  been  prevented  from 
undertaking  it  only  by  the  consideration, 
that  the  subject  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
parliamentary  Commissioners  of  Military 
Inquiry. 

The  Chancellor qf  the  Exchequer  submitted 
to  the  hon.  gent.,  whether,  when  he  was 
informed  that  the  subject  was  in  a  train  of 
arrangement,  it  would  not  be  better  for 
him  to  defer  his  motion  till  he  should  see 
what  would  be  done  with  respect  to  it. 
Then  it  fvould  be  in  his  power  to  bring 


forward  any  motion  he  should  think  neces- 
sary upon  the  subject. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Homer  and 
Mr.  Whitbread,  deprecating  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  motion^  unless  upon  an  under- 
standing that  in  the  present  session  of 
parliament,  the  arrangement  would  be 
communicated  to  the  house,  or  with  a 
view  to  gfrve  ministers  an  opportimity  of 
inquiring  whether  the  papers  could  h% 
produced  without  inconvenience, 

Mr.  Wardk  declared  that  he  had  not 
meant  any  thing  personal  to  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  at  War;  neither  did  he 
feel  any  personal  hostility  to  hismatjesty's 
ministers  ;  for  he  could  assure  them  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  see  any  other  set  of 
gentlemen  in  their  plaees.  All  he  had  in 
view  in  his  motion  was  to  shew, that  there 
were  faults  in  the  conduct  of  the  Office  to 
which  it  referred,  which  faults  he  wished 
to  have  corrected.  He  would  withdraw 
his  motion  until  some  day  next  week. 
The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


Monday,  May  I. 
[Portuguese  Recency.]  The  Enrl  of 
Buckinghatnshire  said,  that  it  was  with  re- 
luctance he  had  given  their  lordships  the 
trouble  of  an  attendance  on  account  of  the 
motion  he  int^Mded  upon  that  occasion  to 
submit  to  the  *  '  ut  in  truth,  he  consi- 

dered t|ie  subject  v.  oriugal  so  important, 
not  only  with  reference  to  the  arduous 
contest  m  which  the  people  of  the  penin- 
sula were  engaged  against  the  l^rench,  but 
to  the  es^ntial  and  permanent  interest  of 
Great  Britain,  that  he  should  neglect  what 
he  deemed  an  act  of  indispensable  duty, 
were  he  not  to  bring  the  question,  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  under  their 
lordships'  consideration. — He  thought  it 
necessary,  as  a  preliminary  observation, 
to  declare  his  perfect  acquiescence  in  the 
sentiments  of  a  noble  friend  of  his  (lord 
Sidmouth),  respecting  the  doctrines  laid 
down  upon  a  former  occasion  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  (lord  Liverpool)  with  re- 
gard to  the  production  of  papers,  and  the 
right  of  the  lK>use  to  interfere  Ln  matters 
of  pending  negotiation.  To  the  princi- 
ples advanced  by  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
he  never  could  agree  in  the  extent  to 
which  he  was  disposed  to  carry  thrm,  in- 
asmuch as  they  seemed  to  him  calculated 
to  circumscribe  and  limit  the  most  im- 
portant duties  of.parliamenL — Upon  the 
present  occasion  it  was  not  necessary  tha» 
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he  sh<MiW  take  up  their  lordships'  time  by 
combating  them,  as  he  was  not  aware  that 
the  papers  for  which  it  was  bis  intention 
to  move,  would  be  objected  to,  upon  any 
other  ground  than  the  inexpediency  of 
producing  them. — Lord  Buckinghamshire 
then  proceeded  to  make  some  observations 
upon  the  geographical  situation  of  Portu- 
gal, its  capability,  from  the  strength  of  its 
military  positions,  to  resist  an  invading 
enemy,  and  the  disposition  of  the  Portu- 
guese people  for  the  profession  of  a  sol- 
dier. Portugal,  he  said,  was  so  situated 
a's  to  afibrd  the  readiest  nieans  of  assist- 
ance to  the  Spaniards,  either  in  the  centre, 
the  north,  or  the  south  of  Spain  ;  an  ad- 
vantage, in  the  present  contest,  the  most 
mometitous  that  could  be  conceived  ;  and 
which  was  truly  described  by  the  Junta 
of  Gallicia,  when  "  they  expressed  to  sir 
Arthur  Wellesley  the  greatest  anxiety, 
that  the  troops  under  his  command  should 
be  employed  in  driving  the  French  out  of 
Portugal,  as  they  were  persuaded  that  the 
Spaniards  of  the  north  and  south  of  the  pe- 
ninsula could  never  have  any  decided  suc- 
cess independently  of  each  other,  and 
could  never  make  a^y  great  simultaneous 
efibrt  to  remove  the  French  from  Spain, 
till  they  should  be  driven  from  Portugal, 
ahd  the  British  troops  should  connect  the 
operations  of  the  northern  and  southern 
annies." — ^The  success  of  the  Spaniards, 
his  lordship  remarked,  might  thus  be  im- 
proved, and  any  reverses  the  French  might 
meet  with  rendered  fatal  by  a  sudden  and 
judicious  movement  of  the  British  troops. — 
The  sti*ength  of  Portugal,  he  said,  as  a 
military  position,  was  not  only  known  to 
the  professional  men  who  had  served  in 
that  country,  but  must  be  obvious  to  every 
one  who  had  referred  to  the  maps.  Its 
defiles,  its  mountains,  and  ils  rivers,  were 
most  conspicuous  features ;  which,  added 
to  the  sterility  of  the  soil  in  most  of  the 
provinces,  were  circumstances  of  infinite 
weight  in  a  defensive  campaign.  A  country 
that  does  not  furnish  subsistence  to  its  in- 
habitants for  seven  months  in  the  year, 
may  easily  be  placed  in  a  situation  that 
would  leave  nothing  for  an  invading  army 
to  live  upon. — Without  goina:  further  back 
into  the  history  of  Portugal  tnan  the  seven 
year's  war,  the  campaign  under  the  comte 
de  la  Lippe  will  aQbrd  ample  information 
as  to  ttie  natural  means  of  defence  aliorded 
by  Portugal.  That  able  general  found 
the  Portuguese  army  without  discipline 
and  without  any  officers  of  experience  to 
fofmr  or  conduct  it ;    but  the  spirit  of  the 


people  was  roused,  the  confidence  placed 
in  him  by  the  government  was  unlimited, 
the  rcsoli^ion  to  exertion  most  decided, 
and  although  he  never  was  able  to  bring 
into  the  field  an  army  of  17,000  men, 
3,000  of  whom  indeed  were  British,  con- 
trived to  baffle  all  the  efforts,  and  defeat 
the  plans  of  a  combined  force  of  42,000 
men,  t),000  of  whom  were  French,  under 
the  command  of  the  prince  de  Beauvaie.-^— 
As  testimonies  of  the  hardihood,  obedience, 
and  bravery  of  the  Portuguese  soldiers, 
his  lordship  then  cited  the  following  in- 
stances— Lord  Townsend,  in  a  letter  to  the 
marquis  de  Pombal,of  the  17th  Feb  1763, 
writes  thus :  "  Notwithstanding  all  these 
fatigues  and  difficulties,  the  Portuguese 
soldier  obeyed  with  the  greatest  cheer- 
fulness ;  and  I  ought  to  add  to  his  praise^ 
that  if  he  was  ill  clothed  and  ill  disci- 
plined, he  was  at  the  same  time  contented 
and  subordinate  beyond  any  thing  I  had 
ever  seen  in  any  part  of  the  world.  What 
advantages  might  not  one  expect  from 
such  a  disposition  improved  by  military 
art?" — Le  Comte  de  la  Lippe,  in  his 
memoi re,  speaking  of  a  march  made  by 
lord  Townsend,  says :  "  This  march  was 
executed  by  the  skill  of  general  Towns- 
end,  and.  by  the  admirable  perseverance 
of  the  Portuguese  troops,  who  supported 
the  greatest  misery.  The  larger  propor- 
tion of  them  having  worn  out  their  shoes, 
marched  gaiment  over  steep  rocks,  leaving 
on  their  route  the  traces  of  their  pieai 
emanglantcs."  A  French  author,  the  Due 
de  Chatfclet,  speaking  of  Portugal,  ex- 
presses himself  in  the  following  manner : 
"  The  inhabitants  whereof  are  naturally 
spirited,  and  in  whom  valour  has  escaped 
that  torpor  (engourdissmmtj  which,  hat 
nearly  taken  possession  of  all  their  other 
faculties." — Lord  Buckinghamshire  said, 
he  had  adverted  to  these  authorities  for 
the  purpose  of  shewing  what  might  have 
been  done,  had  the  proper  measure  been 
resorted  to,  for  calling  into  action  the  re- 
sources which  Portugal  was  calculated  to 
affljrd  ;  and,  whilst  he  contemplated  with 
satisfaction  the  steps  which  the  govern- 
ment were  then  taking,  he  had  only  t6 
express  his  hope,  that  they  might  not  be 
loo  late.-— He  qould  not  leave  this  part  of 
the  subject  without  stating  to  their  lord- 
ships that  he  had  seen  a  most  able  plan  of 
an  attack  upon  Portugal  from  Spain,  writ- 
ten by  a  Frenchman  in  the  year  1707, 
when  calculating  the  Portuguese  army  ai 
30,000  men,  he  allots  a  force  of  75,000 
for  the  attack,   judiciously  tracing    dt% 
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whole  progress  of  the  campaign,  the  pre- 
paration for  which,  he  says,  must  be  made 
before  the  breaking  out  of  war,  as  it  would 
be  indispensably  necessary  to  collect  pro* 
Tisions  for  the  whole  army,  urging  as  a 
consideration  nearly  conclusive  upon  the 
success  of  the  undertaking,  that  it  should 
be  executed  with  a  rapidity  that  did  not 
admit  of  the  arrival  of  British  succours. 
If  such  was  the  opinion  of  a  person  whose 
work  no  man  could  read  without  the  most 
thorough  conviction  of  his  capacity  to 
form  a  correct  opinion  upon  the  subject — 
if  an  attack  upon  Portugal  in  order  ito  be 
effectual,  required  such  preparation,  and 
such  means,  and  that  at  a  time  when  the 
Spanish  government  was  undisturbed,  when 
the  attacking  army  was  to  be  aided  by 
a  friendly  country  in  its  rear,  and  had 
consequently  no  precaution  to  take  for  the 
security  of  retreat  in  case  of  tailure,  to 
what  degree  would  not  the  difficulties  be 
increased  by  the  actual  state  of  Spain  at 
th%  present  moment  ? — His  lordship  said, 
he  stated  this  in  order  to  justify  an  opinion 
he  had  long  entertained,  that  if  the  re- 
sources of  Portugal  had  been  wisely  ap- 
plied, the  spirit  of  the  people  encouraged^ 
a  government  established  that  was  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  their  confidence,  and  an 
army,  such  as  sir  John  Moore  had  com* 
Bianded,  sent  for  their  protection,  not  only 
would  that  country  have  been  rendered 
impregnable  against  any  efforts  the  French 
could  have  made  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, but  the  foundation  laid  of 
affording  the  most  effectual  support  to  the 
Spaniards  which  could  be  derived  from 
external  co-operation. — If,  in  the  month 
of  Ao^st,  a  blow  could  have  been  struck 
at  tlie  French  ariAy  upon  the  Ebro,  much 
might  have  been  dfone  to  have  prevented 
the  disasters  of  the  last  campaign  ;  but  as 
his  majesty's  ministers  had  not  judged  it 
advisable  to  adopt  that  measure,  Portugal 
was  the  point  to  which  every  national 
hope  was  directed,  and  where,  indeed,  ad- 
Tantages  did  actually  present  themselves 
of  a  nature  so  important  and  so  evident, 
that  it  is  titterty  inconceivable  how  they 
should  have  escaped  the  notice  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers. — His  lordship  said,  he 
should  then  proceed  to  that  part  of  his 
subject  which  embraced  the  conduct  which 
had  been  pursued  in  Portugal,  founded 
upon  the  events  that  had  taken  place  in 
that  coujitry. — It  had  appeared  in  papers 
before  the  house,  that  previous  to  the  ar- 
rival of  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  with  the 
force  tmder  his  command,  the  disposition 


of  the  people  of  Portogal  to  resist  the 
French,  had  been  manifested  in  the  most 
unquestionable  manner.  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley,  speakingof  the  situation  in  which 
he  found  that  country,  says,  "  In  respect 
to  Portugal,  the  whole  kingdom,  with  the 
exception  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Lisbon, 
IS  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the 
French.  The  means  of  resistatice  are, 
however,  less  powerful  than  those  of  the 
Spaniards.  Their  troops  had  been  com- 
pletely dispersed,  the  officers  had  gone  off 
to  the  Brazils,  and  their  arsenals  pillaged^ 
or  in  the  power  of  the  enemy;  and  their 
revolt  under  the  circumstances  in  which  it 
has  taken  place  more  extraordinary  than 
that  of  the  Spanish  nation.''  To  these 
exertions  they  had  been  urged  not  only 
by  their  own  feelings,  but  by  the  procla- 
mation of  sir  Charles  Cotton,  dated  the 
4th  of  July,  1808,  who  thus  addressed 
them  : — '*  Some  months  experience  most 
convince  you  of  the  effect  of  French  friend-^ 
ship.  It  is  now  to  British  faith  and  assist- 
ance, aided  by  your  own  energy  and 
efforts,  that  you  will,  I  trust,  be  indibted 
for  the  restoration  of  your  prince,  and  in- 
dependence of  your  country."  Thus  called 
upon,  such  was  the  attachment  of  the 
Portuguese  people  to  their  prince^  such 
was  their  sense  of  the  oppression  they 
were  suffering  from  the  French,  and  such 
was  their  reliance  "  on  British  faith  and^ 
assistance,"  that  in  the  month  of  July  the 
provinces  of  Entre-Minho-y-Douro^  Beira, 
and  Tra-los-Montes,  as  well  as  Algarva, 
comprehending  more  than  half  the  popu- 
lation of  Portugal,  were  in  a  state  of  in-^ 
surrection  against  the  existing  govern- 
ment. This  was  the  situation  of  things 
when  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  landed,  and 
which  enabled  him,  with  a  force  not  other- 
wise equal  to  the  attempt,  to  move  for- 
ward for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  enemy 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lisbon.  The  msurrec- 
tion  in  Algarva  had  obliged  Junot  to  de- 
tach six  thousand  men  under  Loisson,  in 
order  to  collect  provisions  and  disperse 
the  Portuguese  force  ;  but  sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley, with  that  promptitude  and  vigour 
for  which  his  military  life  has  been  distin- 
guished, attacked  and  defeated  that  officer 
at  Roleia,  before  he  could  form  his  June* 
tion  with  Laborde,  who  was  employed  for 
similar  purposes  in  the  province  of  Beira. 
His  lordship  said  it  would  be  difficult  to 
estimate  the  advantages  the  British  army 
derived  from  the  acttial  state  of  the  coun- 
try. Its  effect,  in  the  instance  already 
giveo^  has  been  shown  ;  the  organization 
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in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oporto  had 
amounted,  by  official  report,  to  above 
25,000  raen,  a  part  of  whom  were  armed 
and  acting  with  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  : 
but  his  lordship  observed,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  go  into  the  history  of  the  cam- 
paign* He  should  however  have  no  diffi- 
.  jculty  in  explicitly  declaring  that  he  wholly 
approved  of  every  thing  sir  Arthur  Wei - 
leiley  had  done,  whilst  he  had  the  com- 
mand, but  that  he  could  neither  concur  in 
the  expediency  of  the  armistice  or  con- 
rention.  These  measures  were  adopted 
under  the  contemplation  of  a  campaign  in 
the  north  of  Spain,  and  taking  Burgos  as 
the  point  to  which  the  march  of  the  Bri- 
tish army  was  to  be  directed,  it  would  ap- 
gear  singular  that  an  ascretment  should 
ave  been  made  with  the  French  general, 
by  which  it  had  been  so  contrived,  that 
the  forces  he  then  commanded,  and  which 
had  been  defeated  by  the  Biitish,  should 
have  been  embarked  for  France,  and  ac- 
tually have  leached  Burgos  many  days 
before  the  conquering  army  could  have 
arrived  there,  even  if  it  had  met  with  no 
interruption  on  its  march. — It  was  proved, 
his  lordship  said,  by  the  papers  on  the 
table,  that  genaral  Junot  was  at  Vittoria 
with  the  division  which  had  served  under 
him  in  Portugal  on  the  12th  of  December, 
the  earliest  day  on  which  sir  John  Moore 
could  assemble  his  army  at  Salamanca  ; 
volumes  could  not  more  fully  illustrate 
the  impolicy  of  the  convention.  Were  it 
necessary  to  go  further  into  that  subject, 
lord  Buckinghamshire  said  it  would  be 
fuflicient  to  refer  their  lordships  to  the  un- 
answerable reasoning  of  the  Earl  of  Moira 
in  his  protest  against  the  opinions  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Court  of  Inquiry. — It  would 
be  recollected,  his  lordship  proceeded  to 
observe,  that  in  the  month  of  July  oflicial 
representations  had  been  made  to  his  nna- 
jesty's  government,  that  the  people  of  the 
north  and  south  of  Portugal,  having  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  Spanish  nation, 
bad  established  juntas.  That  of  the  north 
having  been  designated  the  Junta  of 
Oporto,  acknowledging  the  bishop  of 
Oporto  as  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  that  of  the  souih  the  Junta  of 
Algarva,  with  the  count  Monteiro  Mor 
as  their  president.  With  the  knowledge 
of  the  existence  of  these  jqntas,  \\hen  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  army  from  Portu- 
gal might  confidently  be  expected,  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
to  consider  in  what  manner  it  would  be 
most  advisable  to  form  a  provisional  go- 


vernment in  that  country^  until  the  sub- 
ject could  be  submitted  lor  the  decision  of 
the  pfince  regent ;  and  with  a  view  to 
such  an  arrangement  as  would  appear 
most  likely  to  be  satisfactory  both  to 
the  prince  and  the  people.  The  know* 
ledge  of  the  opinions  of  the  represen- 
tative of  the  prince  regent,  who  was  in 
correspondence  with  him  and  the  juntas, 
did  seem  to  present  the  most  easy  and 
natural  course  for  arriving  at  a  right 
determination.  Unfortunately  however  a 
measure  had  been  resolved  upon,  to  which 
it  was  known  that  the  representative 
of  the  prince  regent  could  not  give  his 
sanction.  It  was  matter  of  notoriety  that 
the  whole  of  the  regency  left  by  the  prince 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  his  interests, 
and  those  of  his  faithful  and  loyal  subjects 
who  had  accompanied  him  to  the  Brazils, 
had  betrayed  their  trust  in  a  variety  gf 
instances;  iimongst others  in  giving  eilect 
to  a  decree  for  confiscating  the  property 
of  absentees  from  Portugal,  and  issuing  a 
circular  letter  to  the  ministers  of  the  prince 
regent  at  the  several  courts  of  Europe^ 
directing  them  to  discontinue  their  diplo- 
matic functions.  With  such  information 
respecting  the  conduct  of  the  regency,  ii 
was  not  possible  the  Portuguese  minister 
in  London,  could  sanction  the  appointment 
of  any  of  the  persons  composing  it,  as  a 
part  of  a  provisional  government;  and  as 
the  circumstances  alluded  to  were  known 
to  every  merchant  connected  with  Por- 
tugal, his  majesty's  ministers  cannot  be 
supposed  to  have  been  ignorant  upon  the 
subject.  It  has,  indeed,  been  admitted  by 
his  majesty's  ministers  that  instructions 
were  issued  to  sir  Hew  Dalrymple  to  rein- 
state the  regency ;  and  although  he  ex- 
cluded three  out  of  the  five  obnoxious 
persons,  yet  as  the  remaining  two  were 
actually  included,  it  was  not  surprizing 
that  when  the  people  saw  the  whole  power 
of  the  government  vested  in  those  persons, 
that  they  should  be  alarmed  and  disgusted 
(as  neither  the  bishop  of  Oporto,  nor  the 
count  Monteiro  Mor  would  act  with  them). 
Indeed,  his  lordship  said,  the  conduct  of 
this  regency,  immediately  upon  their  ap- 
pointment, was  such  as  could  not  fail  to 
excite  suspicion  and  distrust.  It  was  per- 
fectly well  known  that  one  of  the  chief 
defects  in  the  Portuguese  army  was  the 
inadequacy  of  its  establishment  in  point  of 
pay.  In  order  to  remedy  that  deiect,  the 
Junta  of  Oporto,  by  an  ordinance  promul- 
gated for  that  purpose,. had  raised  the  pay 
of  the  infantry  soldiers  to  five  pence  psr 
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day.  The  effect  of  this  judicious  measure 
was«  that,  in  less  than  one  month  after  its 
adoption,  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  men 
were  enrolled  under  the  orders  of  that 
Junta,  and  were  fast  approaching  to  a  state 
of  discipline  that  would  soon  have  ren- 
dered them  fit  for  the  discharge  of  any 
duties  they  might  be  called  upon  to  per- 
form. The  first  act  of  the  newly  appoint- 
ed regency  was  to  rescind  this  ordmancc, 
and  toe  consequences  of  it  were  desertion 
to  a  very  great  extent,  and  a  degree  of 
insubordination  amongst  the  troops  and 
the  people,  that  nothing  but  the  personal 
influence  which  the  bishop  still  retained, 
could  have  prevented  from  producing  the 
most,  fatal  effects;  and  although  by  his 
exertions  trauquHlity  was  restored,  the  zeal 
of  the  people  was  damped,  the  seeds  of 
distrust  and  suspicion  were  disseminated, 
all  hope  of  confidence  in  the  government 
was  destroyed,  and  whilst  the  means  by 
which  they  had  expected  to  have  been 
able  to  defend  themselves  against  the 
French  were  thus  interrupted,  they  saw 
that  "British  aid  and  assistance,"  upon 
which  they  had  been  called  upon  by  sir 
Charles  Cotton  to  rely,  withdrawn  from 
them,  and  their  country  left  exposed  to 
the  return  of  the  French,  if  it  should  suit 
the  purposes  of  Buonaparte  to  repossess  it. 
In  such  a  state  of  things  h.rd  Buckingham- 
shire said  it  could  not  be  a  matter  oi  sur- 
prise to  any  man,  that  when  on  the  11th 
of  December  the  country  was  by  proclama- 
tion called  upon  to  arm,  the  Portuguese 
levies  should  have  been  found  in  a  less 
forward  state  than  at  the  end  of  July,  and 
that  all  hope  of  effectual  resistance  to  the 
French  should  appear  to  have  been  aban- 
doned.— Were  it  necessary  to  adduce 
proof  of  the  unfortunate  state  of  insubor- 
dination and  distrust  at  which  the  Portu- 
guese people  and  army  had  arrived,  it 
would  be  found  in  the  murder  of  their 
general  Bernardin  Freise,  and  several  other 
officers,  upon  the  approach  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  the  loss  of  Oporto,  the  city  and  sea- 
port next  in  consideration  and  importance 
to  that  of  Lisbon.  Speaking  of  that  event 
general  Beresford  in  bis  order  of  the  4th 
of  April,  says,  "  On  the  26th  the  enemy 
arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Oporto.  On  the 
27  th  they  made  some  warm  attacks,  which 
were  repulsed  by  the  intrepidity  of  our 
troops.  They  continued  their  attacks  on 
the  following  day  with  the  same  success, 
but  on  the  29th,  the  distrust  which  had 
arisen  between  the  people  and  the  army 
causing  and  iacreasing  that  anarchy  and 


confusion  which  it  ever  produces,  render- 
ed ineffectual  all  the  endeavours  of  the 
officers,  as  well  Portugue^,  as  English,  to 
direct  the  operations  of  the  great  forca 
which  was  in  the  city.  The  enemy  en- 
tered with  little  loss.  Much  as  the  mar- 
shal regrets  the  loss  of  this  important  ciXy, 
he  feels  with  more  acuteness  the  alarming 
cause 40  which  it  is  to  be  attributed.  Let 
it  be  a  warning  to  the  rest  of  the  kingdom 
to  avoid  the  fatal  consequence  of  anarchy 
and  insubordination.  The  marshal  hopes 
that  the  army  will  perceive  that  we  ought 
always  to  distrust  those  who  have  been 
with  the  French,  or  their  partisans,  and 
what  reports  they  may  propagate,  as  they 
are  undoubtedly  paid  by  the  enemy  U> 
promote  confusion  and  distress,  the  arms 
of  which  they  make  the  most  dangerous 
use.'* — His  lordship  said  he  had  drawn  the 
attention  of  their  lordships  to  these  orders, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  actual 
situation  of  Portugal  more  immediately 
under  their  observation :  a  situation  the 
more  alarming,  because  whilst  so  im- 
portant a  conquest  had  been  made  by 
Marshal  Soult  in  the  north,  a  great  army 
under  Marshal  Victor  was  threatening 
that  country  from  the  east.  At  such  a 
crisis  every  thing  might  depend  upon  the 
promptitude,  the  judgment,  an  J  the  energy 
of  the  Commander-in-chief. — Lord  Buck- 
inghamshire said  he  knew  sir  John  Crad* 
dock  well  enough  to  6e  quite  confident 
that  nothing  could  abate  his  zeal,  or  check 
his  exertions  in  the  advancement  of  the 
public  service  ;  but  at  such  a  conjuncture, 
when  all  the  faculties  of  the  human  mind 
were  called  into  action,  when  the  most 
splendid  military  talents  might  be  unequal 
to  the  task  of  extricating  his  majesty's 
troops  from  the  difficulties  with  which  they 
were  surrounded,  it  was  seriously  to  be 
lamented,  that  the  general  upon  whom  so 
much  depended,  should  act  under  the 
knowledge  that  he  had  been  supersed- 
ed by  an  officer  many  years  his  junior 
in  the  army. — ^That  the  approbation  of  all 
the  measures  he  had  pursued  in  Portu^l^ 
under  circumstances  of  extreme  difficulty, 
and  his  acknowledged  gallantry  and  ap- 
proved exertions  in  Martmique,  in  Ireland, 
and  in  Egypt,  had  not  been  sufficient  to 
protect  him  from  so  severe  a  mortification. 
— His  lordship  said  he  could  not  avoid  re- 
marking, in  this  place,  upon  the  peculiar 
talent  the  present  administration  possessed, 
by  the  most  ingenious  contrivances,  so  to 
form  their  military  arrangements  that  at  the 
most  critical  periods  tkey  shouhi  neveK 
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hafc  the  foil  benefit  of  the  abilities  of  the 
officers  employed  by  them  ;  for  under  the 
hourly  expectati^ii  of snpercession,  or  under 
the  controul  of  a  presumptuous  and  in- 
considerate interference,  the  human  niinti 
was  incapable  of  those  i'ffi>rts  by  which 
alone  great  military  achievements  could 
be  accomplished.  The  instances  of  sir 
Arthur  Wellesley,  when  eti<;aged  ip  the 
operations  aeainst  Junot,  sir  John  Moore 
in  Spain,  and  sir  John  Craddock  at  present, 
his  lordship  said,  would  fully  illustrate 
the  force  of  his  observation. — Lord  Buck- 
inghamshire then  proceeded  to  express  (as 
not  totally  unconnected  with  the  subject 
under  discussion,)  the  satisfaction  he  had 
deriTed  from  the  appointment  of  the  mar- 
quis Wellesley  to  the  Spanish  e^nbasRv. — 
He  dwelt  upon  the  services  he  had  ren- 
dered the  British  empire  in  India;  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  conducted  the 
operations  oi  the  wars  that  had  broken 
^out  during  his  administration  in  that 
country  ;  the  foresight,  energy,  and  judg- 
ment he  had  displayed,  and  whatever  dif- 
ferences might  have  arisen  upon  other 
points,  the  universal  applause  and  admira- 
tion with  which  his  military  measures  bad 
been  distinguished. — Was  he  to  state  in 
one  sentence  what  be  thought  of  lord 
Wellesley,  he  should  be  inclined  to  say, 
that  he  eminently  possessed  those  quali- 
tieCf  to  the  absence  of  which  in  the  coun- 
cils of  his  majesty  might  be  ascribed  the 
disasters  of  the  last  campaign/  with  the 
fruitless  expenditure  of  eight  millions  of 
money  and  seven  thousand  men. — Under 
the  contemplation  of  this  appointment 
lord  Buckinghamshire  would  venture  a 
suggestion,  firom  which  he  thought  consi- 
derable advantage  might  be  drawn  by  his 
majesty's  ministers :  he  conceived  an  al- 
teration in  the  provisional  government  of 
Portugal  indispensably  necessary  ;  and  he 
would  earnestly  recommend  that  powers 
should  be  vested  in  the  marquis  Welles- 
ley, for  the  purpose  of  making  those 
changes  which  could  not  be  delayed  with^ 
out  the  most  material  injury,  not  only  to 
the  interest  of  that  kingdom,  and  the  cause 
of  Spain,  but  in  its  consequences  to  the 
welntre  and  security  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. — His  lordship  in  conchision  said, 
he  had  stated  that  the  existing  ffovern- 
ment  was  neither  acceptable  to  the  peo- 
ple nor  to  th^  prince  regent ;  of  the  disap* 
probation  of  the  people  there  could  be  no 
question.  The  documents  for  which  it 
was  his  intention  to  move  would  shew  the 
MBtimtnta  of  the  prince.    Upon  those  do- 


cuments, if  produced,  it  might  become  his 
duty  to  institute  a  further  proc^eeding ;  lor 
the  present  he  should  confine  himself  to 
the  following  motions : 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  bis  majesty,  that  he  would  be  gracious* 
ly  pleased  to  give  directions,  that  .  the 
^Proclamation  issued  by  sir  Hew  Dalrym- 
pie  on  the  18th  of  September  1808,  for 
the  formation  of  a  Regency  in  Portugal, 
be  laid  before  this  house. — ^That  an  hum-% 
ble  Address  b^  presented  to  his  majesty, 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
give  directions  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  house,  copies  of  any  Communii-ations 
from  viscount  Strangfbrd,  concerning  the 
formation,  of  the  Regency  in  Portugal,  €«• 
tablishcd  by  sir  Hew  Dalrymple's  Pro- 
clamation of  the  1 8tb  of  September  1 808^ 
and  of  any  communications  relating  thereto 
from  the  Portuguese  minister  resident  in 
London,  or  of  such  Representations  res- 
pecting the  formation  of  a  provisional  go- 
vernment in  that  country,  as  may  have 
been  made  at  any  time  by  the  same  minis- 
ter, in  consequence  of  advices  having  been 
received  by  the  prince  regent,  of  the  re- 
sistance of  the  people  of  Portugal  against 
the  usurpation  of  the  French,  and  of  the 
successful  operations  of  his  majesty's  armf 
in  that  country." 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  restated  the  opi- 
nion  he  had  declared  on  a  former  evening, 
as  to  the  principle  which  was  to  guide  the 
house  in  calling  for  papers.  The  granting 
ot  papers  in  one  house,  was  not  a  conclusive 
argument  in  favour  of  their  being  produced 
in  another.  He  agreed  fully  with  the  no- 
ble earl,  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  Portu- 
guese peasant  to  become  an  excellent  sol- 
dier. He  was  convinced  of  bis  bravery, 
and  of  the  bravery  of  the  people  of  every 
country.  They  only  required  discipline, 
and  to  be  well  led  on  to  make  brave  sol- 
diers. With  respect  to  the  main  question, 
that  of  the  formation  of  the  Regency,  there 
were  two  modes  to  be  adopted  after  the 
French  had  been  compelled  to  evacuate 
Portugal ;  either  to  retain  a  military  oc- 
cupancy of  the  country,  or  to  reinstate  the 
former  provincial  government  as  nearly  as 
could  be,  under  all  the  circumstances  olf 
the  case.  The  first  could  not  have  been 
resorted  to  on  account  of  the  jealousies  it 
was  calculated  to  create.  The  latter  was 
actually  done,  because  it  was  that  kind  of 
arrangement,  which  was  prv^sumed  to  be 
most  agreeable  to  the  government  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  in  the  manner  of  forming  the 
Regency,  every  attention  was  paid  lo  ths 
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feelings,  and  even  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
people.  Of  the  original  Regency  one  was 
in  France,  where  he  remained  to  this  day, 
and  two  more  had  accepted  oiiices  under 
the  French  government,  after  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Regency.  Of  these  three,  not 
one  was  admitted  into  the  new  Rcgeirty, 
but  the  three  remaining,  who  were  not 
liable  to  the  same  objections,  chose  their 
new  colleagues.  These  colleagues  were 
persons  distinguished  for  their  patriotism 
and  talents;  the  bishop  of  Oporto  and 
count  Monteiro  Mor.  In  Portugal,  as  in 
other  countries,  intrigues  and  jealousies, 
particularly  among  the  higher  and  mid- 
dle orders,  were  kuown  to  exist,  and  it 
was  impossible  that  any  arrangement  would 
give  universal  satisfaction.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  northern  provinces,  the  most 
industrious  and  populous  part  of  the  coun- 
try, were  naturally  anxious  that  it  should 
become  the  seat  of  government,  or  that  at 
least  they  should  have  a  preponderance  in 
the  new  government.  The  southern  pro- 
vinces, on  the  other  hand,  were  adverse  to 
relinquishing  the  superiority  incidental  to 
the  capital  being  situated  in  that  quarter 
of  the  kingdom.  It  would  not  have  be- 
come the  government  of  this  country,  con- 
sidering the  circumstances  under  which 
the  British  army  entered  the  kingdom,  to 
interfere  or  endeavour  to  decide  between 
these  jealousies  ai^^qlaims.  They  adopted 
that  course  which  prudence,  as  well  as  de- 
licacy and  a  due  regard  to  the  feelings  of 
an  My,  dictated ;  and  they  reinstated  the 
former  government  as  nearly  a»  could  be. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  nrst  of  the  no- 
.  ble  earl's  motions ;  but  seeing  by  what  it 
was  to  be  followed,  he  must  resist  both. 
He  could  not  consent  to  the  production  of 
the  correspondency  which  had  passed  be- 
tween his  majesty's  government  and  the 
Prince  Regent,  or  his  representative  in  this 
country. 

Lord   Sidmouth  supported    the  motion 
nearly  on  the  same  grounds  as  lord  Buck- 
iogbamshire.  He  insisted  that  the  disunion 
and  discontent  produced  among  the  Portu- 
guese by  the  complexion  of  the  Regency 
had  materially   impeded  our  operations, 
.  and  injured  the  cause  of  Spain  as  well  as  of 
,  Portugal.     For  the  success  of  both,  how- 
ever, ue  was  still  disposed  to  hope,  and 
^  his  hopes  were  considerably  strengthened 
by  the  appointment  that  had  just  taken 
place,  of  a  noble  marquis  (Wellesley)  to  the 
emba^y  of  Spain,  for  which  situation,  in- 
deed for  any,  the  highest  situation,  he  was 
in  every  respect  so  eminently  qualified. 

Vol.  XIV. 


Lord  Harrcfwhif  could  not  see  the  pro- 
priety of  entering  into  this  discussion  at 
present.  He  thought  the  most  expedi- 
tious mode  of  prqceeding  was  thnt  adopted 
by  sir  H.  Dalrymple.  It  might  perhaps, 
be  thought  better  lo  summou  a  Cortes ; 
but  that  would  have  been  a  work  of  time, 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  moment  re- 
quired urgency.  He  never  could  have 
approved  the  conduct  that  seemed  to  be 
advised,  that  of  our  taking  military  pos- 
session of  Portugal ;  it  was  our  duty  to  re- 
establish a  civil  government  under  the  most 
legitimate  form. 

Lord  GrentUle  ssLid,  as  there  seemed  to 
be  an  indispo5;i*ion  to  lay  the  papers  mov- 
ed for  before  the  house,  he  should  not 
trouble  their  lordships  long  on  a  subject, 
respecting  which  he  had  not  the  necessary 
information.  He  supported  the  objections 
of  the  two  noble  noble  lords  on  the  cross 
bench^  (Buckinghamshire  and  Sidmouth,) 
and  maintained  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
his  majesty's  ministers  to  establish  a  form 
of  government  more  agreeable  to  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  than  a  Regency  in 
which  they  had  no  confidence,  but  whicb^ 
on  the  conti-ary,  was  universally  suspected 
and  distrusted. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  replied, 
and  after  sume  observations  from  lords 
Horrowby,  Sidmouth,  and  Liverpool,  the 
question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was  ne- 
gatived without  a  division. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Monday,  May  1 . 

[M.  Charmilly.]  Mr.  Whithread  put  a 
question  respecting  M.  Charmilly,  whose 
name  had  been  frequently  mentioned  in  a 
late  debate  in  that  house;  and,  as  the 
subject  had  reference  to  the  Spanish  ques- 
tion, he  thought  it  necessary  to  receive  an 
answer, before  the  discussion  on  that  ques- 
tion should  take  place.  M.  Charmilly,  he 
understood,  was  in  the  half- pay  of  the 
British  establishment  as  a  lieutenant-colo- 
nel ;  and  rumours  were  afloat,  that  he  had 
also,  in  addition  to  his  half-pay,  received 
a  pension.  The  object  of  his  question, 
therefore,  was  to  ascertain  the  fact,  whe- 
ther or  not  that  gentleman  had  such  a  pro- 
vision. 

Mr.  HuBkisson  replied,  that  M.  Char- 
milly was  allowed  to  receive  his  full  pay ; 
and  that  he  was  not  aware  of  any  other 
provisicm  having  been  made  for  that  gen- 
tleman. 

Mf.  Whithread  then  gave  notice  of  m 
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motion  for  to-morrow  relative  to  this  sub- 
ject. 

[Paper  belating  to  Spai^. — Dispatch 

FROM    SIR  J.  MOOUE  TO    Mr.    FttEKE.l    Mf. 

Secretary  Canning  presented  to  the  house 
the  following. 

Copy  of  a   Letter  from    lieut. -general 
sir  Jolm  Moore,  to  the  right  hon,  John 
Hookham    Frire;     dated,   Salamanca, 
6th  December,  1 S08. 
Sir  ;  I  neglected  to  mention  to  you,  in 
my    Letter  of  this  date,  that  the  general 
officers  and  had   been 

vrith  me,  who  are  mentioned  in  that  ex- 
traordinary Paper*  which  you  sent  me 
with  your  Letters  of  ih  f  30th  of  No- 
Tember,  signed  by  The 

two  generals  seamed  to  me  to  be  two 
weak  old  men,  or  rather  women,  with 
whom  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  concert 
any  military  operations,  had  I  been  so  in- 
clined.— ^The  only  persons  with  whom 
such  operations  can  be  concerted  at' pre- 
sent, are  the  generals  who  command  the 
armies  ;  nut  men  like  these  two,  who  had 
no  information  upon  which  such  plans  can 
be  framed,  except  the  official  papers^  aU 
"ways  incorrect,  which  have  been  given 
to  them  from  public  offices.  Their  confe- 
rences with  me  coiisisted  in  questions,  and 
in  assertions  with  respect  to  the  strength 
of  different  Spanish  corps;  all  of  which  I 
knew  to  be  erroneous;  and  they  neither 
knew  that  Segovia  or  Somosierra  were  in 
-the  hands  of  the  enemy.  '  I  shall  be  obli- 
ged to  you  to  save  me  from  such  visits, 
which  are  very  painful.  I  mentioned  to 
you  in  my  Letter  of  this  day,  that  I  had 
had  a  Letter  from  the  Junta  at  Madrid. — 
My  Instructions  direct  that  all  my  commu- 
nications with  the  Spanish  government 
shall  go  through  you,  and  I  should  be  very 
happy,  on  every  account,  to  comply  with 
them ;  but  I  do  not  see  how  this  can  be, 
if  you  continue  at  Badajos.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, send  you  copies  of  them  if  you  wish 
it.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  John  Moore. 

*  Not  transmitted. 

[Dutch  Commissioners.]  Mr.  Ord 
moved  that  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  expenditure  should  be 
entered  as  read.     This  being  done, 

Mr.  Ord  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  matters 
detailed  in  that  Report.  It  must  have 
struck  every  one  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  stated  in  that  Report  were  such  as 
to  call  for  the  most  serious  attention  of 


the  house.  It  had  been  too  much  the 
practice,  he  observed,  to  pass  over  such 
Reports  without  doing  any  thing  upon 
them,  by  which  proceeding  the  useful  la- 
bours of  Committees  of  this  kind  were  in 
danger  of  losing  t)ieir  credit  with  the  pub- 
lic^ Parliament  had,  for  many  years 
past,  and  was  likely  to  havCi  for  many 
years  to  come,  the  task  of  imposing  enor- 
mous taxes  upon  the  country  ;  and  in 
imposing  heavy  burthens  on  the  people, 
there  was  no  duty  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons more  sacred,  than  that  of  watching 
over  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money. 
Not  anticipating  any  seripus  objection  to 
the  Resolutions  which  he  was  about  to 
propose,  he  would  state  the  material  cir- 
cumstances of  the  transaction,  with  the 
observations  of  the  Committee,  and  the 
comments  which  he  should  think  it  neces- 
sary to  make  upon  them. — The  hoi),  gent, 
then  proceeded  to  state,  from  the  Report, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  that  the  Com- 
missioners had  been  appointed  in  1795, 
to  manaee,  sell,  and  dispose  of  the  cargoej 
of  Dutch  ships  detained  or  brought  in,  in 
order  to  prevent  those  cargoes  from  being 
greatly  injured,  or  totally  destroyed. 
They  had  general  instructions  as  to  the 
conduct  of  their  transactions  from  the 
Lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  requiring  them 
to  keep  Minutes  of  all  their  proceedipgs, 
and  to  keep  their  accoeAts  in  such  form  as 
the  Lords  Commissiohers  of  the  Treasury 
should  direct  and  approve,  and  upon 
points  of  any  difficulty  occurring,  they 
were  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  the 
privy  council  for  instructions.  These 
Commissioners  were  five  in  number — 
James  Crauford,  John  Brickwood,  Allen 
Chatfield,  Alexander  Baxter,  and  John 
Bowles,  a  member  of  the  society  for  the 
suppression  of  vice,  or  rather,  as  appelired 
by  the  Report,  for  pilfering  the  public. 
Their  sales,  it  was  observed,  ceased,  and 
their  transactions  were  nearly  brought  to 
a  close  in  July  1799.  Nothing  remained 
after  that  but  small  sales  of  remnants,  not 
completed  till  1801,  and  a  few  other  things 
which  would  give  them  very  little  trouble. 
To  these,  however,. was  to  be  added  an  im- 
portant law  suit  commenced  in  1797, 
which  brought  into  question  property  to 
the  amount  of  1 80,000/.  But  this  could  . 
not  impose  much  labourupon  the  Commis- 
sioners, as  it  was  obvious  *that  the  burthen 
must  rest  upon  the  Solicitors  and  Counsel. 
— llie  hon.  gent  next  adverted  to  the  ob« 
servation  of  the  Committee,  with  respect 
to  the  circumstance  that   no  fixed  re- 
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muneration  bad  been  assigned  to  the  Com- 
missioners, in  consequence  of  which  these 
gentlemen  had  resolved  to  remunerate 
themselresy  and  charged  a  commission  of 
5  per  cent,  on  the  gross  proceeds  of  their 
sales,  which  commission  in  the  four  first 
years  amounted  in  all  to  80,000/.  No 
regular  accounts  were  furnished  to  i^overn- 
ment,  and  criminal  as  this  was  in  the  Com- 
missioners, he  could  not  help  saying  that 
the  government  was  fiir  more  criminal  in 
not  calling  for  them.  Only  one  Account 
was  rendered  to  the  privy  council,  and  in 
this  ic  was  remarkable  that  no  mention 
of  commission  was  made,  which  the  Com- 
mittee observed,  might  lead  the  privy 
council  to  imagine  that  no  Commission 
was  charged,  altnough  at  that  time  25,000/. 
had  actually  been  divided.  But  the  Commis- 
sioners had  good  reason  for  not  rendering 
any  account,  because  that  might  lead  to 
the  suppression  of  their  illegal  profits. 
This,  the  hon.  gent,  said,  was  a  most  ex- 
traordinary thing,  considering  the  noise 
which  Mr.  John  Bowles  had  made  respect- 
ing the  returns  to  the  Property  Tax 
(Hear!  hear!).  It  would  be  curious  to 
know  what  returns  he  himself  had  made 
to  the  Property  Tax,  at  the  time  he  was 
deriving  this  large  profit  from  his  labours. 
(Hear!  hear!).  The  act  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  these  Commissioners  re- 
qmred  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  should 
be  paid  into  the  Bank  of  England.  But, 
instead  of  this,  the  Commissioners  had 
opened  accounts  with  private  bankers. 
It  was  singular  that  a  lawyer  should  lead 
them  to  a  violation  of  the  law ;  and  the 
merchants,  who  were  in  the  commission, 
to  state  a  fiaJse  amount  of  commission  as 
consistent  with  the  general  practice  in 
mercantile  transactions.  The  reasons  al- 
ledged  for  this  violation  the  Committee 
had  proved  to  be  unfounded ;  and  further, 
justly  remarked,  That  if  there  had  been 
any  doubt  as  to  the  construction  of  the  act 
in  this  particular,  they  ought,  pursuant  to 
their  instructions,  to  have  applied  to  the 
priTy  council. — ^The  next  point  to  which 
the  hojiL  sent  adverted,  was  the  magnitude 
of  the  Cash  Balances,  retained  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  he  particularly  called 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  fact,  that 
Mr.  Pitt  had,  in  1796,  applied  to  them  to 
know  whether  any  sum  arising  from  the 
sale  of  the  property  under  their  manage- 
ment, coulcl  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer 
for  the  current  service.of  the  year  ?  They 
denied  that  they  could  pay  any  sum  into 
the  EiKchequer,  sdthough  it  appeared  that 


at  that  time  they  had  a  balance  of  no  Jess 
Jhan  190,000/.  out  of  which,  though  it  was 
proved  that  they  had  great  demands  upon 
them  at  the  time,  the  Committee  observed, 
they  might  at  the  least  have  advanced 
50,000/.-^The  hon.  gent,  then  adverted  to 
the  great  neglect  of  the  Commissioners  in 
not  applying  the  balances  in  their  hands 
in  a  way  that  might  render  them  pro* 
ductive  to  the  public,  instead  of  discount- 
ing private  bills  ;  and  applying  these  ba- 
lances, during  the  years  that  preceded  the 
completion  of  their  sales,  entirely  with 
a  view  to  their  own  emolument.  If  these 
balances  had  been  vested  in  Exchequer 
bills,  between  40  and  50,000/.  would  have 
been  saved  to  the  public :  and  though  they 
had  been  instructed  to  keep  Minutes  of 
their  proceedings,  no  Minutes  whatever 
were  preserved  of  the  mode  in  which  they 
employed  the  balances  in  question. — By 
the  commission  at  5  per  cent*  on  the  gross 
proceeds,  by  brokerage  and  interest  on  the 
balances,  it  appeared,  that  they  had  taken 
for  their  labours,  the  enormous  sum  of 
133,198/.,  being  at  the  rate  of  26,000/. 
for  each  Commissioner ! — ^The  hon.  gent, 
here  pointed  out  a  circumstance  which 
seemed  to  have  escaped  the  attention  of 
the  Committee,  which  was  that  the  Com- 
misssioners  appeared  to  have  charged  the 
5  per  cent,  commission  upon  the  property 
which  had  been  managed  and  sold^by  the 
East  India  Company,  in  the  disposal  of 
which  they  bad  bad  "nolrouble  whatever  ; 
so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  a  commission  of 
10  per  cent,  had  been  paid  upon  much  the 
largest  proportion  of  this  property,  in  as 
much  as  the  East  India  Company  had  also 
a  commission  of  5  per  cent,  on  their  sales. 
The  hon.  gent,  then  followed  the  course  of 
the  Report  in  exposing  the  futility  of  those 
reasons  by  which  the  Commissioners  had 
attempted  to  defend  the  appropriation  to 
their'  own  use  of  the  5  per  cent,  com- 
mission. Some  of  these  Commissioners 
were  themselves  merchants,  and  it  was 
therefore  most  extraordinary  that  they 
should  have  asserted  that  5  per  cent,  on  the 
gross  proceeds  was  the  usual  commission, 
when  it  was  well  known  that  the  highest 
commission  common  among  merchants 
was  2f  per  cent,  on  the  ^oss  proceeds. 
The  Commissioners  had  cited  two  prece- 
dents for  their  charges.  The  first  was  a 
similar  Commission  issued  in  the  war  of 
1756;  and  the  other  the  general  practice 
of  pHze-agenta.  With  respect  to  the 
Commission  of  1756  it  appeared  that  only 
2^  per  cent,   on  tbe  net  proceeds  wa^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


205] 


PAUL.  DEBATES,  May  I,  1809 Dutch  Covimissianm. 


1^0 


charged  ;  and  the  result  was  that  no  more 
^vas  paid  than  about  \'l,16sL  being  about 
1,0()0/.  tq  each  Commissioner.  This, 
theicfore,  was  a  most  unfortunate  prece- 
dent for  these  gent Ir men,  in  support  of 
their  claim  to  27,000/.  each*  The  case  of 
prize-agents  would  stand  them  in  little 
stei'.d.  Prize-agents  must  have  a  capital 
before  they  could  carry  on  the  business ; 
and  they  were  besides  exposed  to  risk  and 
to  losses.  But,  supposing  they  wanted  as 
little  capital,  and  were  as  secure  from  risk 
as  these  gentlemen,  the  precedent  would 
not  avail,  because  the  prize- agents  charged 
5  per  cent,  not  on  the  gross  but  on 
the  net  proceeds  of  their  sales. — The 
hon.  gent,  then  requested  the  house  to 
consider  what  were  the  real  services  of 
these  Ccmimis  Vioners.  Their  sales  had  been 
fini:<hed  in  four  years  and  a  half  from  the 
time  of  their  appointment,  and  the  impor- 
tant part  of  their  labours  had  of  course  then 
closed.  As  to  the  law-suit,  that  must  have 
been  entirely  the  business  of  the  solicitors 
and  counsel.  Nay,  in  1804,  it  had  actu- 
ally occurred  to  the  Treasury,  the  last 
quarter-  where  such  a  notion  could  have 
gained  admission ;  that  it  was  useless  to 
retain  this  Commission  any  longer — that 
the  very  loyal  Mr.  John  Bcnvles  could  be 
uselessly  retained  in  this  Commission  ;  and 
they  had  actually  ap[)lied  to  the  law  offi- 
cers of  the  crown  to  know  whether  the 
Xommission  might  not  be  dissolved. 
Nothing  prevented  that  dissolution,  ex- 
cept that  it  was  thought  proper  to  continue 
them  nominally  because  the  suit  had  been 
commenced  in  their  names — a  circum- 
stance which  rendered  it  necessary  to 
maintain  their  existence  till  the  suit  was 
concluded.  The  real  labours  of  the  Com- 
missioners had  however  closed ;  and  in 
point  of  fact,  during  the  ten  years  the 
Commission  lasted  after  the  completion  of 
the  business,  the  gentlemen  found  time 
enough  to  do  a  great  deal  of  other  busi- 
ness. This  same  John  Bowles  had  been 
active  in  several  elections,  which  had  since 
taken  place,  and  had  time,  besides,  to 
write  about  thirty  pamphlets.  Mr.  Brick- 
wood,  loo,  appeared  by  the  Report  to  be 
at  this  moment  a  Commissioner  for  Spanish 
property.  Two  of  the  Commissioners 
pleadt'd,  it  appeared,  that  they  bad  quitted 
their  professions  with  a  view  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  their  trust.  This  was  not  the  first 
time  that  professions  wore  abandoned  for 
something  better.  Another  hon.  gent., 
whom  lie  did  not  si^c  then  in  his  place 
(Mr.  R.  Ward}  had  also  quitted  his  pro- 


fession for  a  salary  of  1,000/.  a  year  as  a 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  This  brought  him 
to  notice  another  case  adverted  to  in  the 
Report,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
most  palpable  job:  the  ease  he  alluded  to 
was  that  of  the  American  Comnnssioners. 
Mr.  Tho.  M'Donald,  it  appeared,  got 
5,000/.  for  abandoning  his  profession  to  be- 
come an  American  Commissioner,  and  that 
in  addition  to  a  salary  of  1,500/.  per  annum. 
He  did  not  mean  to  detract  fiom  the  merits 
of  Mr.  M'Donald,  but  he  could  see  no 
reason  why  such  a  sum  of  the  public 
money  should  be  given  to  induce  any  per- 
son to  abandon  his  profession,  when  so 
many  thousands  of  persons  could  be  pro- 
cured to  execute  the  business  of  the  Com- 
mission as  well,  for  the  bare  salary. 
Mr.  John  Bowles  too  must  have  a  consi- 
deration for  abandoning  his  profession,  and 
the  house  had  no  difficulty  to  appreciate 
the  means  he  had  taken  to  secure  that  con- 
sideration. Mr.  John  Bowles  to  be  com- 
pensated for  the  loss  of  a  profession,  at 
which  he  might  have  starved,  had  it  not 
been  for  this  profitable  job  of  Dutch  Com- 
missioner ! ! !  Mr.  Bowles  had  discovered 
that  it  was  much  more  profitable  to  trade 
in  Anti-Jacobinism  under  Mr.  Pitt,  than 
to  wait  for  causes  at  the  bar. — He  was 
sorry  to  detain  the  honse  with  such  a  man 
as  Mr.  Bowles,  but  it  happened  that  his 
career  was  connected  with  some  very  ini- 
portant  points.  It  shewed  the  nature  of 
the  cry  of  Anti- Jacobinism,  which  had 
been  set  up  with  so  much  vigowr  to  defeat 
the  most  beneficial  political  objects — it  ex- 
posed the  principle  upon  which  the  loudest 
of  these  Anti-Jacobin  declaimers  acted, 
which  was  solely  a  view  to  their  own  pri- 
vate emolument.  This  John  Bowles  af- 
forded an  admirable  specimen  of  an  Anti- 
Jacobin-^the  eulogist  of  existing  powers — 
the  defender  of  present  establishments — 
the  denotmcer  of  all,  who  might  condemn 
abuses,  or  call  for  reform,  as  vile  Jacobins. 
These  tricks  would  no  longer  impose  upon 
the  public — the  mystery  was  discovered — 
Mr.  John  Bowles  himself  had  let  out  the 
secret,  and  the  reign  of  imposture  and  de- 
lusion was  at  an  end.  This  transaction  af- 
forded a  useful  lesson  to  all  governments 
how  they  should  bestow  important  pecu- 
niary trusts  upon  persons  having  no  merit 
to  recommend  them  but  the  circumstance 
of  their  being  mercenary  hireling  authors. 
If  governments  would  employ  such  per- 
sons, they  must  share  the  disgrace  brought 
on  by  their  conduct. — For  his  ovm  part, 
much  as  he  condemned  the  conduct  of  the 
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Comn)i8sionei*s,  he  looked  upon  the  neglect 
of  government  as  still  more  criminal.  It 
was- this  neglect  that  produced  all  the  in- 
famous transactions  which  had  lately  been 
brought  to  light.  It  was  a  bounty  upon 
roguery,  and  an  encouragement  to  abuses. 
Negligence  of  this  description,  and^  pro- 
fligate profusion  in  the  public  expenditure, 
had  been  the  peculiar  characteristics  of 
the  administration  under  which  these  Com- 
missioners had  been  appointed, — Before 
he  should  conclude,  he  had  a  few  words  to 
add  upon  the  mode  in  which  these  ac- 
counts were  passed.  A  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite  (Mr.  Rose)  had  stated  in  his  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee,  that  they  were 
to  be  referred  to  the  Auditors  of  Public 
Accounts  from  the  Treasury,  and  in  this 
he  appeared  to  have  been  incorrect. 
Another  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Huskisson)  ad- 
mitted that  the  accounts  were  to  be  deli- 
vered in  at  the  Treasury  to  be  passed. 
Now,  most  unquestionably  the  Treasury 
was  the  last  place  to  which  he  should  con- 
sent to  send  the  accounts  of  so  loyal  a  man 
as  Mr.  John  Bowles  to  be  audited  and  pass- 
ed ;  because  it  was  not  improbable,  that 
he  might  have  friends  there,  who  would 
not  be  very  strict  in  the  examination  and 
sifting  of  hi^r  accounts,  and,  besides,  the 
Treasury  had  not  power  to  examine  upon 
oath.  If  he  was  rightly  informed,  the 
practice  was,  that  accounts  sent  in  on  one 
day  were  often  passed  on  the  next  day. — 
In  the  Resolutions  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
pose, he  should  introduce  one,  directing 
that  the  Accounts  should  be  sent  to  the 
Auditors  of  Public  Accounts  to  be  passed. 
As  to  the  proportion  of  remuneration 
which  it  might  be  desirable  to  give  to  the 
Commissioners,  he  thought  that  that  ques- 
tion could  not  well  be  brought  before  the 
house  till  the  Accounts  of  the  Commis- 
sioners should  be  passed.  He  was  not 
aware  of  any  other  observation,  which  he 
should  think  it  necessary  to  make  upon  this 
occasion,  and  should  therefore  proceed  to 
read  to  the  house  the  Resolutions  which  be 
meant  to  propose  for  its  adoption.  He  did 
not  include  in  them  any  Resolution  for  di- 
recting a  criminal  prosecution  against  the 
Commissioners  by  the  Attorney-General, 
because  iie  understood  that  a  doubt  was 
entertained  whether  they  were  liable  to 
such  a  proceeding ;  and  it  would  ill  be- 
come him,  whilst  such  a  doubt  existed, 
and  in  the  presence  of  so  many  gentlemen 
who  were  so  much  more  competent  than 
himself  to  decide  that  point,  to  propose  any 
Resolution  to  tb«  house  upon  the  subject. 


— ^The  hon.  gent,  concluded  with  moving 
the  following  Resolutions;  1.  "That  it 
appears  to  this  house,  that  to  commit  pecu- 
niary trusts  to  any  persons  whatsoever, 
without  providing  any  check  or  their 
proceedings,  without  calling  for  any  regu* 
lar  or  periodical  accounts,  and  without  set- 
tling, during  a  long  course  of  years,  th* 
mode  or  amobnt  of  their  remuneration,  is  a 
neglect  which  must  inevitably  lead  to  the 
most  prejudicial  consequences,  and  is  a 
violation  of  the  obvious  duty  of  govtrn- 
ment.  2.  That  such  neglect  and  deviation 
have  been  proved  to  exist,  and  might  have 
been  attended  with  material  loss  to  the 
public.  3.  That  the  Commissioners  upon 
Dutch  Property  have  been  guilty  of  gross 
misconduct,  in  violating  the  act  under 
which  they  were  appointed,  and  appro- 
priating to  their  own  use  without  autho- 
rity, sums  for  which  they  ought  to  have 
accounted  to  the  public.  4.  That  the 
Accounts  of  the  Commissioners  be  referred 
to  the  Auditors  of  Public  Accounts  to  be 
examined.  5.  That  all  consideration  of 
the  remuneration  to  be  allowed  to  the 
Commissioners  ought  to  be  deferred  till 
their  accounts  are  finally  settled.*' — On 
the  question  being  put  upon  the  first  Reso- 
lution, 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  felt  it  necessary,  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  which  had 
made  the  Report,  to  state,  that  be  most 
cordially  concurred  in  every  part  of  that 
Report,  lie  would  have  wished,  however, 
to  nave  assigned  some  annual  rate  of  re- 
muneration to  the  commissioners,  rather 
than  a  per-centage,  because  he  thought  it 
desirable  for  parliament  to  shew  that  it 
would  not  countenance  the  practice  of  giv- 
ing to  such  Commissioners  an  allowance 
u|>on  the  proceeds  of  their  sales.  The  re- 
muneration, as  recommended  in  the  report 
by  the  Committee,  was  now  10,000/.  no 
very  inadequate  compensation  for  the 
light  business  they  had  to  perform.^  But 
this  remuneration  would  be  still  farUier 
reduced  by  the  sums  the  Commissicmers 
would  have  to  refund.  By  the  act  of  par- 
liament, their  accounts  must  be  sent  to  the 
Auditors  of  Public  Accounts,  who  have 
power  to  demand  interest  on  the  sums 
kept  at  private  bankers,  or  otherwise  with- 
held from  the  public,  by  which  a  consi- 
derable reduction  would  be  made  in  the 
amount  of  their  remuneration.  TTie  Re- 
port recommended,  that  the  Auditors 
should  be  directed  to  usctheir  usual  dis- 
cretion with  regard  to  these  accounts.  It 
was  not  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  house 
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from  coming  to  any  decision  it  might  think 
proper^  that  he  .mentioned  this  circum- 
stance, but  in  justice  to  the  Committee, 
which  did  not  consider  itself  at  liberty  to 
abstain  from  mkking  a  Report  upon-  the 
sobject  of  the  remuneration,  and  had 
therefore  introduced  the  round  sum,  liable, 
however,  to  the  reductions  he  had  alluded 
to.  The  Committee,  too,  had  stated  its 
opinion  with  respect  to  the  duty  of  go- 
vemmeDt,  as  appeared  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's having  adopted  in  his  first  Uesolu* 
tion  the  very  words  of  the  Report,  with  the 
trifling  alteration  of  a  word,  in  substituting 
"  obvious"  for  "  acknowledged ."  But  here 
he  felt  that  a  distinction  should  be  taken 
between  Commissioners,  such  as  these,  and 
a  government.  If  the  Commissioners  neg- 
lected the  business  to  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed, their  neglect  must  be  wilful,  and 
consequently  highly  criminal ;  but  the 
members  of  a  government  had  various 
other  important  functions  to  attend  to ;  be- 
tides, successive  governments  might  not 
always  be  aware  of  the  views  of  their  pre- 
decessors ;  and  even  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  so  much  other  business  to 
attend  to,  that  he  might  inadvertently  omit 
tome  part  of  his  duty.  Upon  these 
erounas,  therefore,  he  considered  the  neg- 
lect of  the  government,  and  the  neglect  of 
the  Conunissioners,  as  meriting  difTerent 
proportions  of  blame.  It  was  not  his  wish 
to  take  any  portion  of  blame  from  any 
person  to  whom  it  could  be  applied.  He 
certainly  entertained  sincere  and  warm 
feelings  of  friendship  for  some  of  the  per- 
sons to  whose  conduct  the  Report  referred ; 
but  he  should  not  suffer  himself  .to  be  in- 
fluenced by  those  feelinss  in  screening 
them  from  any  censure  which  they  might 
by  their  misconduct  have  justly  incurred. 
It  was  due  to  the  Prussian  Commissioners 
to  state,  that  an  inaccuracy  existed  in  the 
^  statement  in  the  Report,  that  they  had 
had  1 8,000{.  at  a  private  banker's ;  the  fact 
having  been,  that  the  sum  actually  placed 
jQ  the  private  banker's  did  not  exceed 
3,000/.  the  remainder  of  the  sum  beine 
vetted  in  Exchequer  Bills.  He  had 
thought,  that  the  usual  practice  was,  when 
a  Report  of  this  description  was  laid  be- 
fore the  house,  to  wait  a  short  time  before 
any  proceeding  should  be  instituted  upon 
it  in  the  hoi^se,  in  order  to  ascertain,  whe- 
ther any  steps  were  taken  by  government 
pursuant  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Report;  and  upon  this  point  he  trusted  his 
majesty's  ministers  would  state  what  steps 
they  had  taken. 


The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  was  pre- 
pared, without  any  call,  such  as  that  made 
by  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat  down, 
to  communicate  to  the  house  the  measures 
that  had  been  taken  by  the  Treasury  with 
respect  to  this  Report.  When  gentlemen 
considered  that  it  was  only  on  the  25th 
of  March  that  the  Report  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  house ;  that  some  delay  had 
taken  place  in  the  printing  of  it;  and  that 
it  was  not  ia  the  haniis  of  gentlemen  until 
within  a  fortnight  of  the  time  when  notice 
of  this  motion  was  given,  they  would  not 
think  it  surprising  that  no  measures  had 
been  taken  by  the  Treasury  before  the 
notice  of  this  motion  was  ^iven.  He 
could,  however,  state  that  the  Treasury 
had  applied  to  the  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council,  to  call  upon  these  Commissioners 
to  eive  in  their  accounts  to  the  Treasury, 
to  be  then  transferred  t6  the  Auditors  of 
Public  Accounts  to  be  passed.  The  Trea- 
sury had  also,  adopting  the  suggestion  of 
the  Committee,  proposed  that  the  rate  of 
remuneration  should  be  5  per  cent,  on  the 
net  proceeds,  the  Commissioners  being  to 
defray  the  charges  of  their  establishment, 
and  to  pay  interest  for  '  any  sums  which 
they  may  nave  kept  at  their  private  bank- 
ers. It  appeared,  that  in  some  of  the 
sales  there  had  been  no  net  proceeds,  but 
an  actual  loss,  and  it  was  thought  right 
that  the  amount  of  these  losses  should  be 
deducted  from  the  net  proceeds.  From 
this  statement  the  house  would  be  able  to 
judge  whether  the  conduct  of  government 
merited  that  general  censure  which  the 
Resolutions  of  the  hon.  gent  went  to  pass 
upon  all  the  governments  that  had  succes- 
sively existed  since  the  appointment  of 
these  Commissioners;  a  censure,  too, 
which  undoubtedly  would  least  of  all  ap- 
ply to  the  present  government.  But,  was 
the  case  such  as  to  call  for  this  censure  ? 
This  Commission  was  an  anomalous  case. 
Parliament  took  the  business  out  of  the 
regular  course  in  which  it  would  have 
been  administered  under  the  authority  of 
the  Court  of  Admiralty .s  No  remunera- 
tion was  assigned  for  the  Commissioners, 
because  that  was  never  done  in  the  case 
of  parliamentary'Commissioners.  Besides, 
it  was  not  for  the  government,  in  tlie  first 
instance,  -to  fix  upon  any  particular 
amount  of  remuneration.  To  shew  what 
had  been  the  conduct  of  the  present  go- 
vernment, he  shoukl  refer  tb  the  Commis- 
sioners for  Portuguese  property,  who  were 
directed  to  restore  the  whole  of  the  pro^ 
perty,  without  any  deduction  of  per  cent* 
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age,  to  the  Portuguese  claimants  who 
should  prove  themselves  the  owners,  as  a 
course  most  consistent  with  justice,  and 
most  worthy  of  the  crown,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  nation.  Upon  the  whole,  he 
did  not  think  that  any  practical  conve- 
nience could  result  from  the  adoption  of 
the  Resolutions  of  the  hon.  gent,  and  cer- 
tainly he  was  not  more  liable  to  blame 
than  the  noble  lord  (H.  Petty)  who  pre- 
ceded him  in  office.  But  neither,  he  con- 
tended, was  justly  liable  to  blame.  The 
effect  of  a  general  vote  of  censure  upon  all 
the  successive  governments,  since  the  in- 
stitution of  these  Commissioners,  would 
iall  entirely  upon  the  present  govern- 
ment. Seeing,  therefore,  that  the  act, 
which  had  been  in  operation  for  the  last 
four  years,  provided  for  the  eflfectual  check 
of  these  accounts,  and  that  the  business 
was  now  in  train  to  be  fully  and  finally  set- 
tled, the  house  he  was  confident,  would  not 
feel  it  necessary  to  entertain  the  Resolu- 
tions. The  hon.  gent,  himself,  would,  he 
hoped,  now  that  he  was  in  possession  of 
the  uniform  practice  of  the  house,  in  such 
cases,  witbaraw  his  motion;  but  if  he 
should  not,  it  was  his  intention  to  move 
the  previous  question  upon  his  Resolu- 
tions. 

Sir  Joltn  Newport  would  not  consent  that 
ibis  motion  should  be  withdrawn,  or  dis- 
posed of  by  the  previous  question.  If  ever 
there  had  been  an  instance  of  malversation 
of  trust,  it  was  t^is  one  now  under  discus- 
sion. In  all  parts  of  the  Report  there  ap- 
peared proofs  of  trangressions  of  the  act 
of  parliament,  of  an  abandonment  of  their 
duty,  and  of  their  instructions  under  that 
act,  upon  the  part  of  these  Commissioners. 
Their  accounts  had  been  made  up  appa- 
rently according  to  their  instructions,  but 
in  reality  with  a  view  of  disguising  the 
real  state  of  their  illegal  profits.  If  such 
malpractices,  when  proved  tncontestibly, 
should  not  be  marked  by  the  severest 
censure  of  that  house,  it  would  be  -an  en- 
couragement to  corruption.  Their  con- 
duct was  aggravated  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  given  their  evidence  be- 
fore the  Committee.  On  their  examina- 
tion, they  gave  amended  and  explanatory 
answers  to  the  questions  which  were  put 
to  them,  but  which,  in  fiu;t,  amounted  to 
nothing  ^Ise  than  gross  prevarication,  and 
direct  falsifications  of  tneir  former  testi- 
mony. They  had  presumed  to  say  that 
they  placed  their  balances  in  the  hands  of 
private  bankers,  as  public  officers  do.  Did 
public  officers  really  do  so  ?     Good  God  ! 


was  the  floating  security  of  individuals 
equal  to  that  of  the  Bank  of  England  ?  In- 
stead of  being  lodged  in  safety  in  the 
Bank  of  England,  every  Commissioner  ap- 
plied his  proportion  of  the  balance  in  the 
manner  the  most  beneficial  to  himself. 
Those  gentlemen  began  very  early  to  ap- 
preciate their  own  merits,  and  drew,  truly, 
a  very  handsome  reward.  Within  the 
first  year  of  their  existence  they  had  lodg- 
ed 850,000/.  in  the  hands  of  their  private** 
bankers,  though  during  that  period  not 
a  &rthing  had  been  paid  by  them  into  the 
Bank  of  England  ;  and  within  the  last 
three  years,  the  whole  sum  lodged  in  the 
Bank  of  England,  amounted  only  to 
90;000/.  If  any  bankrupt  had  given  a 
statement  of  his  efifects  in  the  manner  in 
which  these  gentlemen  had  done,  would  the 
Commissioners  remain  satisfied  with  it? 
Would  any  better  proof  of  fraud  be  re- 
quired, than  that  a  single  item  had  been 
kept  back  in  his  accounts  by  the  bank- 
rupt? He  should  support  the  Resolutions; 
but  whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  them, 
he  should  afterwards  move  for  an  Address 
to  his  majesty,  to  direct  the  Attorney-Ge- 
neral to  prosecute  these  Commissioners  for 
malversation  in  their  trust. 

Mr.  Rote  stated,  that  previous  to  the 
passing  the  act  of  the  25th  of  the  king, 
there  bad  existed  no  efiectual  mode  of 
passing  and  auditing  accounts.  Under 
that  act  these  Commissioners,  as  public 
accountants,  would  be  compelled  to  go 
with  their  accounts  to  the  Public  Audi- 
tors. If  any  blame  was  imputable  to  any 
government,  it  undoubtedly  must  be  to 
that  government  which  existed  when  these 
Commissioners  had  been  appointed.  But 
the  act  by  which  they  had  been  appoiifted 
required  them  to  furnish  their  accounts 
when  called  for,  and  to  take  their  instruc- 
tions from  the  privy  council.^-As  to  the 
proportion  of  their  remuneration,  his  idea 
was,  that  when  their  business  should  be 
completed,  that  point  would  be  settled ; 
but  he  never  could  have  had  an  idea  that 
they  would  take  to  themselves  a  poundage 
upon  their  sales.  To  him  personally,  if 
any  blame  was  imputable  to  any  one,  it 
miffht  be  said  to  attach.  But  as  to  what 
had  been  stated  by  the  hon.  gent,  who 
opened  this  business,  relative  to  any  lean- 
ing he  might  be  supposed  to  have  towards 
one  of  these  Commissioners,  (Mr.  John 
Bowles)  he  could  assure  that  hon.  gent., 
that  he  knew  as  much  of  that  person,  and 
was  as  well  acquainted  with  him  as  he  was 
himself.     And  what  was  more,  he  could 
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Bssure  him,  that  he  had  never  read  any  of 
his  pamphlets,  though  he  would  allow  that 
they  were  regularly  laid  upon  his  table. 
He  had  only  to  add,  that  a  neglect  such  as 
had  taken  place  on  this  subject  might 
happen  in  the  hurry  of  business  to  any 
government.  He  had  ever  been  a  friend 
to  inouiries  such  as  the  one  which  had  de- 
teetea  this  transaction,  because  it  was  im- 
possible for  any  man  to  say,  that  he  never 
omitted  any  part  of  his  duty  ;  and  the 
benefit  of  such  inquiries  was,  that  they 
brought  to  light  any  omissions  which 
might  take  place.  He  trusted,  however, 
that  the  neglect  was  not  of  such  a  charac- 
ter in  this  instance,  as  to  induce  the  hou^e 
to'  adopt  the  Resolution  of  censure  upon 
the  government,  proposed  by  the  hon. 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Whithread  rose  and  said  ;  Sir;  there 
are  several  reasons  which  prevent  my  suf- 
fering this  question  to  go  to  a  vote  with- 
out expressing  my  opinion  upon  the  con- 
duct of  the  Diitch  Commissioners,  and  of 
those  who  ought  to  have  paid  some  atten- 
tion to  their  proceedings.  A  great  smoke 
has  long  issued  from  the  office  of  the  Dutch 
Commisaioners.  Persons  have  often  said 
that  the  Dutch  Commission  was  a  gi'eat 
job,  that  if  it  were  enquired  into,  it  would 
be  found  to  be  so :  but  no  mortal  alive 
ever  expected  to  find  such  a  blazing  fire 
as  that  which  is  now  known  to  have  been 
80  long  burning  in  Broad-street  The 
right  hon.  gent,  who  has  just  sat  down 
(Mr.  Rose)  has,  after  the  fashion  of  a 
noble  colleague  of  his  in  office,  behaved 
himself  with  great  decency :  he  has  can- 
didly confessed  the  omissions  of  that 
Board  of  Treasury  with  which  he  was 
connected  ;  his  own  in  particular,  as  aris- 
ing out  of  the  situation  in  which  he  was 
formerly  placed,  where  it  was  his  more 
peculiar  duty  to  have  attended  to  what 
these  gentlemen  were  about. — It  must  be 
said  of  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagfa)  and 
the  right  hon.  gent  (Mr.  Rose)  that 
at  the  place  of  execution  they  have  con- 
ducted themselves  with  decency  and  con- 
trition ;  and  in  allowing  the  justice  of  the 
sentence  passed  upon  them,  or  rather 
which  ought  to  be  passed  upon  them,  I 
cannot  help  feeling  some  compawion  for 
their  unhappy  lot.  But  the  Dutch  Com- 
missioners, Sir,  enter  no  such  claims. 
When  convicted  of  guilt  upon  the  most 
undeniable  evidence,  after  having  in  vain 
attempted  every  subterfuge;  afWrr  having 
been  allowed  every  possible  mode  of  eva- 
sion and  explaBation,  they,  by  a  paper 


published  subsequent  to  the  brewing  up 
of  the  Committee,  arraign  the  conduct 
of  the  Committee  itself,  which  it  therefore 
becomes  our  duty  to  support  and  to  pro- 
tect— I  cannot  help  remarking  that  this 
Commission  has  arisen  out  of  one  of  those 
abominable  practices,  which,  if  they  be- 
long to,  entirely  disgrace,  the  law  of  na- 
tions :  and  that  the  Dutch  Prizes,  for  the 
settlement  of  which  this  Commission  was 
instituted,  were  tempted  into  our  ports  by 
a  proclamation  which  ofiered  to  them 
the  protection  of  thi&  nation.  That  they 
having  repaired  hither,  according  to  the 
language  of  a  subsequent  Order  in  Coun- 
cil, in  nill  confidence,  were,  after  another 
Order  in  Council  directing  reprisals  to  be 
made  upon  the  Dutch,  seized  upon  as 
prize  of  war:  and  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  civilized  nations,  we  made  a  prey 
of  those  whom  we  had  pretended  to  pro- 
tect The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  described  this  to  have  been  an  ano- 
malous commission  of  an  extraordinary 
nature.  Unquestionably  during,  the  first 
short  period  of  its  institution  it  was  so: 
but  that  soon  ceased  ;  and  after  war  had 
been  declared  against  Holland,  the  king 
by  his  Order  in  Council,  appointed  this 
commission  for  the  ordinary  purposes  to 
which  such  commissions  are  applied,  and 
it  came  under  the  controul  of  the  privy 
council  exactly  in  the  same  manner  as 
others.  However,  sir,  as  an  extenuation 
of  the  conduct  of  these  gentlemen,  it  mat- 
ters not  in  what  way  they  were  consti- 
tuted. They  were  appointed  servants  to 
the  public;  which  public,  according  to 
the  confession  even  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  they  have  grossly  de- 
frauded.— After  the  confession  made  by 
the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Rose),  and  the 
guilt  allowed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, I, am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how 
aby  man  can  presume  to  recommend  that 
no  notice  should  be  taken  of  these  pro- 
ceedings by  the  house  of  commons  ;  and 
that  no  question  should  be  taken  either 
upon  the  negligence  of  the  government^or 
the  criminality  of  the  Commissioners:  and 
yet  such  is  the  course  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  pursue,  to  open  opr  eyes  to  neg- 
ligence and  criminality,  and  to  pass  4hem 
over  unobserved  upoo,  and  unstigmatized. 
— ^Perhaps,  it  is  difficult  to  find  in  all  the 
accounts  of  public  servants  who  have 
misconducted  themselves  towards  the  na- 
tion which  employed  them,  a  case  more 
flagrant  than  that  which  is  now  before  us. 
These  gentlemen  having,  been  appointed 
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for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  act  of 
parliament,  were  left,  as  is  the  custom, 
without  any  specific  salary  named  :  but, 
in  all  other  instances  that  I  am  aware  of, 
ot  the  same  nature,  the  Commissioners 
have  waited  wiih  patience  till  parliament 
or  the  privy  council,  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  might  be,  should  have  determined 
what  that  salary  should  be.  In  this  in- 
stance, however,  the  Dutch  Commissioners 
became  very  soon  impatient  ;  and,  al- 
though parliament  and  the  Treasury  had 
forgotten  them,  they  did  not  forget  them- 
selves. It  appears,  that  they  very  early 
turned  their  attention  to  the  subject  of 
their  own  profit,  and  that  not  knowing 
what  to  do,  or  what  mode  of  remuneration 
to  adopt,  Ihey  applied  for  information 
upon  the  subject. — Sir,  it  must  appear  to 
men  of  ordinary  habits  and  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding, that  it  would  have  become  the 
Commissioners  to  have  applied'  either  by 
petition  to  this  house,  op  by  memorial  to 
the  Treasury,  for  a  rule  by  which  to  guide 
themselves  ;  but  these  gentlemen  did  nei- 
ther the  one  nor  the  other.  Some  one  of 
their  body  was  deputed  to  go  to  Chelsea, 
where,  at  that  time,  lived  a  very  res- 
pectable gentleman,  who  must  have  been 
at  an  advanced  period  of  life^  of  the  name 
ofAufrere.  He  had  been  a  Commissioner 
for  Prizes  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1750. 
The  report  brought  by  the  delegate  to  his 
brethren,  which  afterwards  turned  out  to 
be  totally  false,  was  that  Mr.  Aufrere  and 
his  fellow  Commissioners  had  received  5 
per  cent,  upon  the  proceeds  which  went 
through  their  hands,  but  whether  gross, 
or  net,  the  Commissioner  who  received  the 
information  does  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine :  and  yet  the  Board  have,  upon  this 
authority,  supposing  that  it  is,  as  far  as  it 
goes,  truly  stated,  ventured  to  assert  to 
the  committee  that  they  were  sanctioned 
by  precedent !  The  truth  of  the  conver- 
sation between  Mr.  Aufrere  and  the  Com- 
missioner, it  is  not  now  my  intention  to 
question,  because  Miy  enquiry  into  the 
subject  must  be  fruitless;  Mr.  Aufrere 
himself  is  dead.  It  may  be  observed,  in 
passing,  that  the  Treasury  was  a  good 
deal  nearer  to  the  residence  of  these  gen- 
tlemen than  was  the  house  of  Mr.  Au- 
frere, and  that  their  messenger  must  ac- 
tually have  passed  by  the  one  to  get  at 
the  other.  The  delegate  must  careftiUy 
have  shut  his  eyes,  1  think,  when  he 
passed  Charing  Cros.s,  and  rigidly  ab- 
stained from  casting  one  glance  that  way, 
Jest  he  should  be  tempted  to  go  to  that 
You  XIV. 


place  for  information  to  which  only  it 
was  his  duty  to  resort.  The  Commis- 
sioners, however,  being,  even  after  this 
conversation  at  Chelsea,  in  a  fresh  diffi- 
culty as  to  whether  they  should  charge 
upon  gross  or  net,  solved  that  difficulty 
in  their  own  favour,  and  immediately  set 
to  work  and  charged  5  per  cent,  on  the 
gross  proceeds. — \Vhy  was  not  the  Trea- 
sury consulted  instead  of  Mr.  Aufrere  ? 
The  information  would  have  been  more 
authentic.  It  might  have  been  less  satis-  . 
factory  then,  although  much  more  satisfac- 
tory to  them  (if  they  had  known  it  and 
acted  upon  it),  as  their  case  stands  now, 
for  they  would  not  have  been  reduced  to 
that  situation  of  shame  in  which  they  now 
stand  before  this  tribunal. — Sir,  I  cannot 
help  remarking  upon  the  attempt  at  deceit 
and  gross  prevarication  which  appears  in 
the  first  short  paper  returned  to  the  com- 
mittee from  the  office  of  the  Commission- 
ers.— In  that  paper  they  say  that  they 
have  no  fee,  emolument,  or  compensation 
whatever,,  and  that  they  have  only  the 
usual  commission  upon  the  proceeds  pass- 
ing through  their  hands. — Sir,  th^se  Com- 
missioners, although  men  of  the  world, 
either  appear  to  have  entertained  that  fool- 
ish notion  with  which  wc  have  seen  wit- 
nesses at  this  bar  impressed,  namely,  that 
they  should  be  allowed  to  make  their  ow» 
statement  and  be  called  upon  to  speak  no 
farther,  and  not  to  be  subjected  to  any  ob- 
servation or  cross-examination  whatever ; 
such  must  have  been  their  notion  at  the 
time  they  signed  that  prevaricating  paper: 
or  they  must  have  thought  that  the  com- 
mittee itself  was  ^composed  of  weaker  men 
than  I  trust  are  to  be  found  in  this  house. 
— Sir,  give  me  leave  to  ask  them  where 
the  usage  is  to  be  found  on  which  they 
ground  their  assertion  ?  Of  Mr.  Aufrere's 
authority  even  they  are  not  certain,  and 
the  Treassry  Warrant  to  the  Commission- 
ers in  1756,  directly  and  flatly  contradicts 
them. — But,  Sir,  be  it  remarked,  that  they 
assert,  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  A.  also, 
that  the  expences  of  their  establishment 
were  not  to  be  paid  out  of  their  pretended 
emolument.  An  instance  of  unblushing 
assurance  !  For  they  do  not  pretend  even 
that  Mr'.  Aufrere  ever  said  any  one  word 
to  their  delegate  upon  tlie  subject :  these 
are  sins  of  commission  on  the  part  of  these 
Commissioners :  and,  notwithstanding  the 
fairness  with  which  they  were  examined  ; 
the  opportunities  which  were  attbrded 
them  of  explaining  their  answeit,  and 
afterwards  of  answering  their  own  expV*-^ 
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nations ;  they  end  worse  than  they  begun, 
and  their  guilt    becomes  more  manifest 
every  step  they  take. — I  cannot  help  here 
remarking  upon  the  contrast  which  is  ex- 
hibited in  the  latitude  of  explanation  al- 
lowed by  the  Committee,  and  the  conduct 
towards  witnesses   which    we    have    seen 
sometimes  ailopted  at  the  bar  of  this  house. 
There,  witnesses  who  are  selected,  or  at 
least  ought  to  be  so,  .for  their  judgment, 
discriminitioii,  acquirements,   and  know- 
ledge of  the  world,  are  deliberately  asked 
temperate  questions,  to  which  they  are  al- 
lowed  to  answer   in  the  most  deliberate 
maimer.      They  are  then  allowed  to  con- 
sider those  answers  and  to  explain  them. 
They  are    afterwards   allowed   to  answer 
those  explanations,  and  to  amend  them  : 
and  the  Commissioners,  not  contented  with 
that,   have  published  a  set  of  posthumous 
j^apers,  attacking  the  able  Report  of  that 
impartial   Committee,  (to  whose   labours, 
in  this  instance,  I  cannot  give   praise  too 
strong),   which    they    have    put   into  the 
hands  of  members  of  this  house,  and  even 
have  ventured  to  canvas  for  vote  and  inter- 
est.     They  have  the  efiiontery  to  talk  of 
the  sacrifices  they  have  made  to  the  pub- 
lic.      Having  set  aside  for  their  own  use 
above    ]30,(X)0/.   they  still  have    further 
claims  upon  us,  which  they  in  tlieir  gene- 
rosity have  relinquished.      The  sacrifice 
they  have  made  to  the  public,  is  to  refrain 
from  charging  the  expence  of  their  estab- 
lishment over  and  above  such  enormous 
gains:  and  yet  in  such  a  charge  they  say 
they  should  have  been  justified  upon  pre- 
cedent !   /Vo/<  pudor  !  et  Veritas !  No  such 
precedent  nor  the  shadow  thereof  can  be 
traced.     Here,  Sir,  we  have  seen  witnesses 
pressed  with  questions  in  a  hurried  man- 
ner :  and  the  hurried   answer  w  hich  has 
escaped  from  them,  has  been  taken  down 
and    deemed    conclusive,     without    th^ 
smallest  latitude  allowed  of  explauatioa 
or  amendment.     I  have  made  the  remark, 
I  do  not  wait  to  draw  any  inference  from 
it. — Sir,  1  have  spoken  in  very  strong  terms 
of  the  conduct  of  ttiese  Copimissioners : 
and  I  do  not  think  the  house  will  do  its 
duty,  unless  it  goes  further  even  than  the 
Committee  itself  has  pointed  out  in  the 
Report      I  do  not  think  that  the  allow- 
ance mentioned   by  them,   ought  to   be 
made,   and  I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the 
hoii.  mover  of  these  Resolutions,  that  not 
one  farthing  ought  to  be  paid  until  the 
whole  of  their  accounts  are  settled.      We 
should  untruss  these  Dutchmen,  and  take 
from  their  trunk-hose  every  farthing  of 


their  ill-gotten  wealth.     We  should  exact 
from  them  a  minute  account  of  all  their 
gains :  and  then,  if  it  should  be  proper  to 
give  them  any  rhing  after  their  convic- 
tion of  such  gross  frauds,  parliament  itself 
should  decide  upon   the    quantum. — Sir, 
I  am  not   acquainted  with   any  of  these 
Commissioners  personally,  nor  do  I  know- 
but   that  they  may  be  all   men  of  great 
reputation  hitherto,   and    of  ability  suffi- 
cient to  execute  the  office  consigned  to 
them  ;    one  of  them,   however,  is  suffi- 
ciently known  to  the  public,  Mr.  John 
Bowles,   a  gentleman  who,   for  a  series  of 
years,   has  been   a  writer  by  profession : 
who  has  libelled  much  that  has  been  good 
and  virtuous  in  this  country.      If  it  really 
be  Mr.  Bowles  the  author,  who  uVites  un- 
der the  signature  of  Christianus  Laicus,  the 
sanctified  Anti-Jacobin,  who  has  been  so 
detected,  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  a  dis- 
covery so  rare,  and  in  all  its  circumstances 
so  amusing,  has  not  been  made  since  the 
moment  when  that  atheistical  philosopher, 
S(iuare,  was  discovered  in  Miss  Seagrim's 
garret. — He  was  appointed  a  Commission- 
er under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  follow  the  example 
of    this   political   writer^    who,    for  pur- 
poses most  unchristian- 1  ike,  thought  pro- 
per to   assume   the    title    of   Christianus 
Laicus.      I  do  not  mean  to  invade  the  si- 
lence of  the  tomb,  or  unnecessarily  to  at- 
tack the  memory  of  the  dead,      l  do  not 
mean   to   question  the  propriety  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  conduct  in  this  instance  :  but,  hap- 
pily,  we  have   before   us,  if  not  in  the 
bloom  of  youth,  at  least  in  the  vigour  of 
health   and   intellect,  a  right  hon.  gent., 
who  was  an  appendage  to  that  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Pitt,  as  he  is  to  the   pre- 
sent, and  who  confesses,  that  with  his  de- 
partment, and  with  him  more  particularly, 
lies  all  the  guilt  of  not  enquiring  into  the 
proceedings  of  those  men.      He,  perhaps, 
may  also  know  for  what  particular  ser- 
vices as  a  political  writer,  or  rather  as  a 
party  writer,   Mr.  Bowies  was  rewarded, 
and   he  can  tell  us  which  of  all  the  nu- 
merous publications  he  has  uttered  to  the 
world,  insured  to  him  this  snug  situation 
in  Broad-street. — Perhaps,  Sir,  no  censure 
that  I  can  pass;  no  resolution  to  which  even 
this  house  can  come,  blaming  Mr.  Bowles, 
can   be  regarded  by  him  as  so  severe  as 
the  assertion  made  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
(Mr.  Rose),  that,  although  his  table  groans 
with   the  publications    of    Mr.    Bowles, 
he    never    condescended    to    open    one 
of  them  in  bis  life.      I  think,  the  ri|^ht 
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boo.  gent,  himself  has  a  good  deal  to  an- 
swer for,  in  suffering  the  public  to  be  in- 
undated with  the  productions  of  Mr. 
Bowles's  pen,  when  those,  through  whose 
means  he  obtained  the  public  money  as 
a  remuneration  for  such  services,  were 
not  acquainted  with  the  extent  and  malig- 
nity of  the  poison  which  they  so  suffered 
to  be  diffused. — If,  Sir,  I  may  use  a  quota- 
tion, sufficiently  hackneyed  indeed  for  any 
one,  however  illiterate,  to  catch  hold  of; 
but  which  is  sanctioned  Ijy  the  adoption  of, 
Mr.  Bowles  himself,  who  has  said  of  a  per- 
son, described  in  his  mild  and  christian- 
like manner,  that,  noscUur  a  sociis;  I  may 
say  of  the  Commissioners,  nosamtur  a 
$ocio;  gnd  really  if  Mr.  Bowles  is  a  sam- 
ple of  the  resi,  I  can  have  no  reliance 
upon  them  whatever,  no  compassion  for 
their  situation,  and  can  fuid  no  excuse 
for  their  misconduct.  When  a  man  sets 
himself  up  a  self-elected  censor  of  the 
manners  of  the  age:  an  universal  con- 
demner  of  all  whom  he  chuses  to  sub- 
mit to  his  lash :  when  he  aO'ects  the  tiile, 
by  distinction,  of  Christian,  he  ought  to 
be  most  peculiarly  upon  his  guard,  as  to 
the  rectitude  of  his  own  conduct :  and  if 
it  should  be  found  to  have  yielded  to 
baser  motives  than  those  which  he  has 
ventured  to  ascribe  to  others :  if  during 
the  time  that  he  has  been  censuring;  the 
frailties  of  mankind,  he  should  be  found 
to  have  been  himself  the  doer  of  tlie  most 
sordid  deeds,  the  severity  of  his  punish- 
ment ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
sanctity  of  the  character  he  has  thus  false- 
ly assumed:  for  the  injury  such  a  man 
does  to  the  cause  of  virtue  by  hypocrisy, 
is  beyond  all  ^comparison  greater  than 
that  which  can  be  done  by  the  open, 
avowed,  and  hardened  malefactor.— -Sir, 
it  has  been  said,  as  one  of  the  false  pre- 
tences under  which  these  gentlemen  col- 
lectively seized  upon  so  lar^e  a  portion 
of  the  money  which  passed  tnrough  their 
hands,  that  two  out  of  the  five,  after  a 
few  months,  abandoned  their  professions. 
Three  out  of  the  five,  I  believe,  were  mer- 
chants ;  they,  certainly,  did  not  abandon 
their  professions :  one  was  an  East  India 
captain:  the  other  was  a  lawyer.  The 
East  India  captain  might,  I  should  have 
thought,  have  foreseen,  at  the  very  outset, 
that  the  continuance  in  his  profession  was 
incompatible  wiih  the  duties  of  such  a 
3ituation ;  for  it  is  manifest  that  a  gentle- 
man could  not  sail  across  the  ocean  to 
India  and  back  again,  and  at  the  same 
time  execute  his  duties  in  Broad-street: 


with  regard  to  him  the  pretence  of  aban- 
doning a  profession  aftor  a  few  months  of 
experiment,  is  frivolous  beneath  notice. 
Mr.  Bowles  was  a  lawyer,  and,  if  I  pm  not 
much  misinformed  as  to  the  state  of  his 
practice,  he  might  very  easily  have  satisfied 
all  his  clients  and  executed  all  the  duties 
of  his  commission  without  the  smallest  in- 
terference with  their  interests.  But,  Sir, 
I  am  not  at^all  surprized  that  this  gentle- 
man should  have  abandoned  his  profession 
after  a  few  months,  for  we  see  by  the  Re- 
port, that  within  a  very  few  months  the 
Commissioners  had  appropriated  to  them- 
selves no  less  a  sum  than  25,(X)0  /.  Why, 
Sir,  this  must  have  been  as  unexpected  lo 
Mr.  Bowles  as  the  20,0()0/.  prize  w  i^  to 
the  apothecary ;  but  he  might  sing  with 
Mr.  Lenitive, 

"  My  gown  and  my  wig 

**  ril  hang  upon  a  peg: 
"  I  am  all  for  ilie  Publico  Bono.*' 

It  may  fairly  be  asked  of  these  two 
gentlemen,  why,  when  they  chose  that 
the  public  should  pay  for  this  relinquish- 
ment of  their  ordinary  pursuits  in  life, 
they  did  not  chuse  to  consult  that  body 
from  whom  they  exacted  such  payment  ? 
There  are  two  parties  to  such  a  bargain ; 
and  at  least  it  became  them  to  have  asked 
that  party  whi^h  was  to  pay,  whether 
the  thing  to  be  obtained  was  thought 
worth  the  price.  Upon  this  the  Commit- 
tee have  ably  remarked,  and  1  thoroughly 
agree  with .  them  in  opinion,  that,  under 
this  head,  the  two  gentlemen  in  question 
are  entitled  to  no  remuneration  whatever.' 
— Sir,  the  history  of  the  question  put  by 
Mr.  Pitt  to  these  Commissioners,  respect- 
ing the  balance  in  their  hands,  so  early 
as  the  month  of  Feb.  17iKI,  and  the  an- 
swer given  by  the  Commissioners,  is  a 
strong  exemplification  of  the  neglect  of 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  un- 
blushing effrontery  of  Mr.  Bowles  and  his 
associates.  At  that  period  the  Commis- 
sioners had  no  less  a  sum  than  196,000/. 
in  their  hands;  and  yet,  without  stating 
what  their  balances  were,  they  simply  de- 
clare that  they  can  afford  no  money  for 
the  necessities  of  the  state,  unless  a  sum 
to  a  very  large  amount  is  paid  to  them  by 
the  East  India  Company.  Ought  not  the 
Treasury  to  have  required  an  account  of 
that  balance  which  they  fraudulently  with- 
held ?  And  ought  not  enquiry  to  have 
been  made  into  the  state  of  their  ac- 
counts ?  It  was  evidently  expected  that  a 
large  sum  would  be  found  jn  their  hands, 
and  such  a  disappointment  ought  to  hay« 
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led  to  investigation.  But  what  shall  we  sav 
to  this  Commissioner  ?  He  was  a  life-and- 
fortune  man  :  he  was  ready  to  spend  the 
last  shilling  of  his  own  money.,  and  shed 
the  last  drop  of  his  own  blood,  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  country  :  and  yet,  as  a  public 
accountant,  in  possession  of  public  balan- 
ces, he  refused  to  the  country  the  use  of 
its  own  money,  in  onler  that  he  might  con- 
rert  that  money  to  his  own  prjVate  advan- 
tage.— Very  shortly  after  this,  an  appro- 
priation was  made  of  25,000/.,  and  within 
iifteen  montlis  from  the  period  of  their 
first  beginning  they  had  appropriated  to 
their  own  use  no  less  than  40,000/.  Un- 
appallcd  by  the  magnitude  of  the  sum, 
they  made  no  enquiry,  returned  no  state- 
ment, entered  no  items  by  which  this  im- 
position mi^ht  be  detected  :  they  did  not 
comply  with  the  terms  or  the  spirit  of  the 
act  of  parliament :  they  did  not  pay,  as 
they  ought  to  have  done,  their  money 
into  the  Bank  :  they  did  not  give  any  in* 
timation  of  the  wealth  they  were  thus  ac- 
quiring :  and  they  presimie  to  say,  after  all 
the  statutes  that  have  been  made  to- re- 
medy such  abuses  :  after  all  the  clamour 
which  such  abuses  have  created  :  after  all 
the  ferment  into  which  the  existence  of 
these  abuses  has  at  difierent  times  thrown 
the  public  mind,  of  which  they  could  not 
be  ignorant;  they  had  the  effrontery  to  say 
that  in  using  the  money  to  discount  private 
bills  for  their  own  advantage,  they  were 
following  the  example  of  all  public  ac- 
countants. Away  with  their  paltry  sub- 
terfuge with  regard  to  the  payments  for 
which  they  expected  to  be  called  upon  ! 
If  they  had  placed  the  money  in  security 
at  the  Bank  to  their  own  joint  and  private 
account,  they  might  have  called  for  it  at 
any  moment  for  the  service  to  which  it 
was  destined,  and  they  would  have  com- 
plied with  rtie  spirit  of  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment. If  they  had  paid  it  in  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  act  of  parliament,  and 
any  unexpected  payments  had  arisen, 
they-  might  have  done  that,  which  they 
did  in  the  first  instance,  apply  to  the 
privy  council  for  an  issue  of  money, 
which  issue  could  not  have  been  refused. 
-—Sir,  the  detection  of  such  scandalous 
practices  mu>t  be  of  public  advantage ; 
there  is  only  one  shadow  of  reason  why  it 
should  not,  and  that  reason  I  will  give  in 
the  words  of  Mr.  Bowles  himself :  — 
**  There  is  indeed  just  cause  to  fear  lest 
''our  administration  of  justice,  pure  as  it 
"  is  in  itself,  should,  on  account  of  the 
^'fquloess  of  ibe  transactions  which  are 


"  brought  before  it,  serve  rather  to  injure 
*^  than  improve  these  sentiments,  the  cor- 
'^  ruption  of  which  denotes  the  last  stage 
"  of  depravity." — Still  the  exposure  of  such 
transactions,  carried  on  by  such  a  man 
amongst  others,  must  be  of  public  utility. 
Sir,  this  author  has  calumniated  men  of 
character  in  this  country.  He  and  his  as- 
sociates, the  Anti- Jacobins,  have  done  me 
the  honour  to  notice  me  by  their  abuse. 
In  two  pamphlets  addressed  personally  to 
myself^  he  has  thought  proper  to  charge 
me  witlva  want  of  proper  attention  to  the 
cause  of  religion.  He  I  suppose  must  be, 
in  his  own  estimation,  a  great  religionist. 
Does  he  live  according  to  the  strictest  sect 
of  his  religion,  a  Pharisee  ?  of  whom  it 
is  said,"  that  they  were  whited  walls,  and 
painted  sepulchres  :  are  cleanliness  with- 
out, but  all  hollowness  within :  blind 
guides :  persons  professing  and  preaching 
good  doctrine,  and  pursuing  bad  con- 
duct." Some  persons  he  has  more  par- 
cularly  designated  as  enemies  to  the 
state,  and  he  has  ventured  to  consult  his 
historical  knowledge  for  the  character  of 
Clodius,  which  he  has  applied  to  a  mem- 
ber of  this  house  :  thereby  designating 
him,  and  indeed  in  express  terms,  in  a 
Note  which  he  has  appended  to  his  work, 
as  a  person  who  wished  to  overthrow  the 
state,  and  to  be  accessary  to  the  murder 
of  a  magistrate.  I  shall  take  the  lil)erty 
of  comparing  him  to  that  Athenian  men- 
tioned by  Horace,  whom  the  commen- 
tators have  named  Timon  :  of  whom  it 
is  said,  Populus  me  sibilat.  Popuha  sUn- 
lalfU,  but  Mr.  Bowles  will  not  have  the 
satisfaction  of  contemplating  his  mo- 
ney in  the  chest,  as  a  salve  for  the  ridicule 
of  the  populace,  for  1  am  persuaded,  he 
will  be  made  to  refund  "  the  uttermost 
farthing." — Sir,  I  do  hope  that  the  change 
which  will  be  produced  in  consequence  of 
the  discovery  lately  made,  in  what  Mr. 
Bowles  terms  the  hitherto  '  Terra  incog- 
nita of  morals,'  will  be  productive  of 
great  public  advantage.  The  whole  of 
our  public  system  will  partake  of  the  ef- 
fects resulting  from  such  discoveries.  If 
these  gentlemen  are  treated  with  more 
severity  in  this  house,  than  some  of  those 
that  have  lately  appeared  before  us,  the 
reason  is  obvious,  lliey  surrendered 
at  discretion  :  but  the  Dutch  Commis- 
sioners fight  upon  their  very  stumps  : 
and  not  contented  with  the  attacks  they 
have  made  upon  the  Committee,  whose 
labours  we  ought  to  uphold,  have  had  the 
modesty  to  canvas  the  members  ef  tbi« 
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house,  for  their  votes  and  interest.  The 
evidence  upon  which  we  can  proceed, 
with  regard  to  them,  appears  to  me  to  be 
conclusive.  There  is  no  possibility  of 
evading  the  charge  of  a  gross  fraud  upon 
the  public.  Indeed,  I  should  be  sorry 
that  the  house  should  proceed  upon  that 
sort  of  evidence,  on  which  Mr.  Bowles 
thought  proper  to  invade  the  sacred  si- 
lence of  the  tomb,  and  to  charge  the 
late  duke  of  Bedford  with  a  want  of  re- 
ligion, merely  because  his  eulogist  had 
not  mentioned  religion  in  the  speech 
with  which  he  paid  the  tribute  of  honour 
and  affection  to  his  memory.  Mr. 
Bowles  was  then  dragged  forth,  the  re- 
luctant champion  of  public  morals^:  he 
never  would  have  been  disposed,  he  said, 
to  publish  one  word  respecting  the  late 
duke  of  Bedford,  if  he  had  not  felt  that 
the  unqualified  eulogies  which  were  pass- 
ed upon  him,  had  had  a  tendency  to 
corrupt  the  public  sentiment.  But  such 
an  enemy  was  he  to  corruption  of  all  kinds, 
that  he  found  himself  compelled  to  be 
the  reluctant  attacker  of  the  memory  of 
the  duke  of  Bedford,  upon  a  subject,  which 
even  during  life,  might  be  deemed  to  be 
peculiarly  a  man's  own,  and  upon  which, 
after  death,  when  it  cannot  possibly  mat- 
ter to  the  world  ;  when  the  great  account 
is  closed,  and  there  is  no  correction  to  be 
made  of  the  errors  which  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  no  change  of  sentiment  can 
take  place,  it  does  appear  to  be  an  act  of 
the  most  wanton  and  deliberate  cruelty  to 
make  such  an  attack. — Sir,  I  am  not  afraid 
of  entering  the  lists  with  Christianus  Laicus 
upon  this  subject:  although  with  the  ad- 
dition of  two  syllables,  to  express  myself 
in  Mr.  B.'s  own  words,  '^  1  know  that 
"  he  who  will  fairly  enter  the  lists  with 
"  u^n^i- Jacobinism,  must  be  prepared  to 
"  encounter  the  utmost  vengeance  of  the 
*'  most  implacable  malice."  The  utmost 
vengeance  of  attack  was  directed  against 
the  duke  of  Bedford  on  political  matters, 
whilst  he  was  alive,  and  the  implacable 
malice  of  Mr.  Bowles  was  not  satiated  by 
his  death.  The  evidence  upon  which  he 
proceeded  to  establish  a  fact,  which  to  him 
was  of  no  importance,  and  with  which, 
neither  he,  nor  the  world  had  any  thing 
to  do,  was  very  different  from  that  upon 
which  the  frauds  of  the  Dutch  Commis- 
sioners can  be  most  incontrovertibly 
placed.  He  propagated  the  calumny  of 
the  irreligion  of  the  duke  of  Bedford 
upon  this  slender  foundation.  He  had 
heard  from  a  person^  .who  said  he  had 


heard  from  another,  who  was  the  parish 
clerk  of  Woburn,  that  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford employed  his  labourers  on  a  Sunday. 
The  parish  clerk,  however,  who  was  stated 
to  be  the  author  of  the  information,  which 
a  reverend  gentleman  of  the  Church  of 
England  gave  to  Mr.  John  Bowles,  and 
which  Mr.  Bowles  has  declared  to  be  a 
calumny  so  foul  against  the  noble  Duke, 
if  not  true,  that  it  was  impossible  to  sup- 
pose a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land could  have  fabricated  the  whole 
story  ;  yet  that  parish  clerk,  when  referred 
to,  roundly  asserts,  "  that  no  such  fact  ever 
existed  :  that  he  never  could  have  said  so, 
because  it  was  not  true,  and  whoever  said 
so,  was  a  villain  for  bringing  up  his  name 
with  so  infamous  a  falsehood."  When 
called  upon  to  retract  that  poison  which 
he  had  so  maliciously  circulated  in  the 
world,  Mr.  Bowles,  modestly  demanded 
the  proof  of  a  direct  negative,  to  enable 
him  to  do  justice  to  the  memory  of  the 
Duke,  and  to  quote  his  own  words,  said, 
"  he  should  be  very  happy  to  find  by 
clear,  precise,  and  indisputable  evidence, 
that  no  such  fact  ever  existed."  The 
proof  of  a  negative  is  diificult:  in  this 
case,  however,  it  so  happened,  that  the 
proof  could  be  afforded  to  him.  When 
It  was  afforded,  he  denied  justice  to  him 
whom  he  had  so  calumniated,  and  when 
his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Adam  was 
published  to  the  worlds  he  cdmmented 
upon  that  correspondence,  in  a  way  to  leave 
the  impression  which  he  had  endeavoured 
to  create  still  existing  on  the  public  mind; 
at  least,  as  far  as  depended  upon  himself. 
At  that  time,  he  was  a  gentleman  in  high 
repute,  of  great  estimation,  a  man  receiv- 
ing the  reward  of  his  literary  labours,  an 
unblemished  servant  of  the  public,  a  per- 
son who  was  writing  to  accuse  others  of 
not  having  made  proper  and  just  returns 
of  their  incomes,  upon  which  the  tax 
might  be  levied  :  holding  his  head  high 
in  society,  the  censor  of  morals,  and  un- 
suspected of  such  a  flagitious  course  of 
proceeding  against  the  public  as  has  now 
come  to  light.  These  were  piping  times 
with  the  Anti-Jacobins.  One  was  fighting 
his  way  up  to  be  an  ambassador ; '  another 
was  preparing  to  govern  the  country  in  the 
shape  of  a  secretary  of  slate,  and  Mr.  John 
Bowles,  their  supposed  associate,  who  pre. 
pared  the  heavier  parts  of  the  composition, 
while  the  budding  diplomatist  and  ^cre- 
tary  were  relaxmg  from  their  severer 
studies,  in  those  humourous,  political  effu- 
sions, which  adorn  the  page  of  the  Anti-Ja- 
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cobin>  was  reclining  in  the  dignity  of  his  of- 
fice in  Broad-street,  and  dealing  out  his  ana- 
themas against  all  those  who  opposed  that 
administration,  which  had  so  amply  re- 
warded his  past,  and  secured  his  future 
labours. — Many  literary  characters,  of 
8omewl\at  higher  reputation  than  Mr. 
Bowles,  have  sighed  in  vain  for  that  ease 
and  retirement  which  he  found.  Dr.  John- 
son feelingly  laments  the  want  of  easy 
circumstances  and  uninterrupted  leisure, 
which  are  so  favourable  to  literary  pur- 
suits. Mr.  Bowles  found  the  blessings  of 
retirement,  ease,  and  patronage.  Under 
these  auspicious  circumstances,  he  produ- 
ced a  vast  number  of  publications  all  of 
the  same  tendency;  and  although  the 
right  hon.  gent.,  Mr.  Rose,  assures  the  house 
he  never  read  a  syllable  in  one  of  them,  I 
can  assure  him  that  the  title  pages  to  some 
contain  the  words  fourth  (nay I bel i^ve  fifth ), 
edition,  so  that  the  doctrines  and  senti- 
ments contained  in  them  were  pretty  widely 
diffused  :  or  an  imposture  was  pf^ed  oif 
on  the  public.  I  had  rather  the  latt«r 
should  have  been  the  case.  But  nume- 
rous as  the  writings  may  hereafter  be,, 
from  this  time  forth  they  will  be  bereft  of 
all  venom.  The  Virgin  is  Unmasked,  and 
can  BO  lons^r  be  palmed  upon  the  public 
for  that  which  she  is  not.— ourely.  Sir,  the 
house  will  agree  to  all  the  Resolutions 
which  have  been  proposed  by  my  hon, 
firiend!  MTilI  they  accept  of  the  course 
proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer; especially,  after  the  line  he  tells 
you  he  means  to  adopt  for  the  payment 
of  these  Commissioners  ?  For  what,  are 
they  to  be  remunerated  ?  Not  for  their 
services^  but  for  their  cheats.  Does  he 
seriously  mean  to  take  a  step  beyond  that 
which  the  Committee  has  pointed  out,  and 
which,  I  confess,  I  think  one  step  too  far  ? 
Does  he  recollect  a  passage  in  the  Report, 
in  which  the  Committee  say,  that  "the 
'^  magnitude  of  the  charges  on  the  vessels 
^'  and  cargoes  sold,  which  manifests  itself  in 
"  the  difference  between  the  gross  and  the 
**  net  proceeds,  and  in  the  excess  of  the 
**  charges  above  the  whole  proceeds  in  the 
"  case  of  many  vessels,  appears  to  de- 
•*  mand  attention'^  ?  Has  he  adverted  to 
that  passage,  I  say :  and  having  adverted 
to  that  passage,  (which  excites  sdincthing 
more  than  suspicion  in  my  mind»  and  must 
in  that  of  the  public,  that  there  was  fraud 
in  the  way  of  making  up  their  accounts), 
can  he  venture  to  call  upon  the  house  to 
pass  it  by  ?  Will  the  house  not  take  it 
mto  its  consideration  ?      Will  the  house 


allow  him  to  fulfil  his  intention  of  leaving 
in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  a  greater 
share  of  their  ill-gotten  spoil,  than  the 
Committee  would  have  awarded  them  ? 
Is  that  possible  ?  Sir,  I  think  not.  I  speak 
with  real  confidence  when  I  declare,  that 
I  do  not  think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer will  be  able  to  persuade  the  house 
to  adopt  the  mode  of  proceeding  which 
he  has  suggested,  and  to  come  to  a  previous 
question  upon  all  the  Resolutions  moved. 
— Sir,  let  the  house  recollect,  that  the 
real  services  performed  by  these  Commis- 
sioners were  very  short.  That  for  the  last 
years  they  have  been  doing  nothing ;  and 
that,  according  to  the  confession  of  one  of 
the  present  Secretaries  to  the  Treasury, 
theirs  has,  latterly,  been  only  a  legal  ex- 
istence, for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting 
claims;  at  least,  ever  since  the  year  18t)3, 
when  enquiry  was  made  why  the  Board 
should  not  be  broken  up.  Up  to  that 
time,  palliative  reasons  may  be  stated  (or 
the  non-interference  of  administration; 
but  from  the  moment  it  was  known  that 
the  existence  of  such  a  Commission  was 
only  necessary  for  legal  purposes,  it  is  very 
surprizing  that  the  number  of  Commis- 
sioners was  not  reduced  to  the  lowest  limit 
prescribed  by  the  act  of  parliament,  which 
was  three,  and  the  obvious  saving  to  the 
public  by  such  reduction  would  have  been 
considerable. — I  cannot  admit,  on  the  part 
of  the  public,  of  those  excuses  to  their  full 
extent,  which  are  made  on  behalf  of  the  dif- 
ferent administrations,  which  have  succeed- 
ed to  that  under  which  this  Commission  was 
instituted.  It  is  very  well  for  an  adminis- 
tration to  say  "  we  were  in  office  only  for 
a  very  short  time,  and  therefore  you  have 
no  right  to  call  us  to  account  for  not  tak- 
ing up  the  matter,  which  in  the  multiplicity 
of  the  business,  thrown  before  us,  which 
we  had  scarcely  time  to  arrange,  might 
escape  our  notice.''  On  the  part  of  my 
noble  friend,  and  even  of  the  present 
administration,  (if  it  was  not  for  one  par- 
ticular circumstance,  as  it  reeards  them)> 
such  excuse  might  be  urged.  ^  But  the 
present  administration  have  amongst  them, 
that  very  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whose 
attention  was  called  during  his  former 
official  situation  to  this  matter  ;  and  which, 
upon  his  return  to  office,  ought  he  not 
to  have  forgotten  :  and  therefore  they  ar^ 
without  excuse.  But  are  we  to  be  defraud- 
ed with  impunity,  because  the  king  has 
appointed  a  succession  of  ministers  jn  vir- 
tue of  his  prerogative  ?  Sir,  as  a  liiember 
of  parliament,  I  can  accept  of  no  such 
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excuse  :  and  the  king's  ministers,  without 
knowing  who  they  are,  have  not  done 
their  duty  in  suffering  these  frauds  to  pro- 
ceed. I  hope  the  house  will  do  its  duty> 
and  that  now  they  are  detected,  and  ex- 
posed, it  will  mark  its  reprobation  of  their 
conduct,  and  not  sufier  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters even  to  go  without  hints  of  that 
blame,  to  which  all  of  them  are,  in  their 
diflferent  degrees,  obnoxious. — I  will  not 
consent,  for  one,  that  a  single  farthing 
shall  be  paid  to  the  Commissioners  until 
the  whole  of  the  public  money  shall  have 
been  restored.  I  do  not  believe  what 
thejT*  say,  that  they  cannot  give  an  account 
of  the  interest  they  have  made  upon  the 
public  money.  I  cannot  believe  men, 
who,  from  their  superior  attainments  in 
acuteness,  method,  and  knowledge  of  fi- 
gures, have  been  selected  to  conduct  intri- 
cate matters  of  account  for  the  public,  when 
they  come  and  tell  me  thai  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  own  private  transac- 
tions, they  have  kept  no  account  at  all  1 
Tell  them,  that  if  they  do  not  render  an 
accurate  account  of  every  farthing  they 
have  so  made,  in  the  most  circumstantial 
manner,  they  shall  not  receive  any  recom- 
pence ;  and  they  will  produce  you  every 
item  of  the  account. — -Sir,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  his  colleagues  may 
have  some  feeling  for  Mr.  Bowles  and  his 
colleagues,  some  wish  to  palliate  their  de- 
•  lincjuency  :  for  Mr.  Bowles,  amongst  other 
of  his  labours,  has  given  to  the  world  his 
sentiments  on  the  side  of  No  Popery  (Oh ! 
rare  support  of  No  Popery  Bowles  and 
No  Popery  Beazeley  !)  but  it  is  most  ma- 
terial, that  the  house  should  not  be  supine 
in  noticing  these  transactions :  for,  I  find 
it  truly  laid  down  in  a  quotation  inserted 
in  one  of  Mr.  Bowles's  pamphlets,  "  that 
"  great  danger  arises  from  tne  supineness 
"  of  long-established  power,  and  the  want 
"  of  estimating,  truly  and  in  time,  th«  ef- 
"  feet  of  those  arts  now  employed,  sys- 
*'  tematically,  for  the  overthrow  of  estab- 
"  lishments  of  every  kind." — Sir,  I  agree 
with  that  gentleman,  in  saying  "  that  per- 
"  haps,  it  may  be  impossible  more  accu- 
"  rately  to  describe  our  moral  character, 
''  than  by  representing  us  in  that  middle 
"  and  most  critical  state,  which  retains  so 
"  much  goodness,  as  to  be  capable  of  re- 
"  formation,  while  it  is  so  fast  verging  to 
"  complete  depravity,  as  to  afford  just  oc- 
*'  casion  to  fear,  that  it  will  soon  be  too 
"  bad  to  be  corrected,  except  by  a  mira- 
"  cle.**  And,  I  cannot  conclude  more 
forcibly,  than  by  quoting  another  passage 


from  his,  voluminous  writings,  wherein  he 
says,  "  that  these  primary  causes  of  cor* 
'*  ruption  operate  in  a  most  alarming  man- 
**  ncr  in  this  country  :  at  home,  it  is  im- 
'*  possible  to  deny  that  an  inordinate  love 
"  of  pleasure,  and  an  insatiable  lust  of 
"  gain,  have  produced  an  alarming  indif- 
**  ference  to  every  relative  duty,  and  to 
"  every  social  feeling  :  a  sensible  increase 
*'  of  fraud,  perfidy,  knavery,  and  pecula* 
**  tion,  and  a  rapid  approach  to  that  state 
^'  of  selfishness,  which  involves  a  total  dis« 
"  regard  for  the  rights  and  advantages  of 
"  others.'*  The  fofiowing,  which  are  the 
last  words  of  the  sentence,  I  cannot  bnt 
suppose,  he  amply  feels,  and  that  "  by  a 
"just  retribution,"  he  has  "completely 
"  sacrificed  his  own  felicity/' 

Mr.  Huskisson  spoke  in  vindication  of 
the  Treasury.  The  Dutch  Commissioners, 
he  said,  were  parliamentary  commis- 
sioners ;  and  it  was  considered,  that,  as  in 
all  similar  cases,  their  remuneration  was 
to  be  considered  at  the  termination  of 
their  labours  ;  but  he  never  did  conceive 
them  entitled  to  deduct  any  per-centage 
for  their  own  remuneration  from  the  money 
passing  through  their  hands,  nor  that  they 
were  entitled  to  poundage  as  prize  agents. 
When  the  immense  increase  of  business 
in  the  departnrent  of  the  Treasury  since 
1795,  was  considered,  and  the  inadequacy 
of  the  number  of  persons  allotted  to  trans-> 
act  that  business,  it  was  morally  impossi- 
ble that  some  things  should  not  escape  at- 
tention. He  could  appeal  to  the  noble 
lord  opposite  him  (lord  H.  PettyJ  for  the 
truth  of  this  observation ;  and  the  cause 
he  could  fairly  assert  existed  in  the  back- 
wardness of  those  at  the  head  of  affairs  to 
increase  the  number  of  officers,  and  there- 
by add  to  the  public  expence,  by  which 
they  would  also  expose  themselves  to  the 
imputation  of  extending  patronage.  Not- 
withstanding the  addition  of  an  Assistant 
Secretary,  and  the  indefatigable  labours 
of  himself  and  his  colleagues,  it  was  im- 
possible to  prevent  the  business  from  going 
into  arrears.  Under  such  circumstances, 
then,  it  was  not  surprizine  if  some  omis* 
sions  occasionally  occurred. 

Mr.  H,  Thornton  explained,  that  al- 
though the  Commissioners  Vrere  not  abso- 
lutely required  by  the  act  under  which 
they  were  appointed,  to  put  the  money  in 
their  hands  out  at  interest  for  the  public 
advantage,  yet  they  had  put  it  out  for  their 
own  emolument,  and  had  put  thereby  a 
sum  of  4>4<,000/.  into  their  owii  pockets. 

Mr.  Ponsenhi/  thought  it  impossible  that 
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the  negligence  of  government  for  fourteen 
years  could  be  passed  over  in  the  way 
proposed.  But,  if  so,  what  should  be  said 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Commissionersj  who 
bad  been  guilty  of  concealment  and  of 
making  false  statements,  for  the  purpose 
of  fraudulent  advantage  to  themselves  ? 
Was  it  to  be  endured  that  at  the  worst 
they  should  only  be  called  on  to  refund  ? 
It  was  not  intended  to  charge  ministers 
with  any  crime ;  but  when  inquiry  was 
proposed  into  abuses,  it  would  be  very  in- 
jurious in  every  sense  to  pass  it  by.  Be- 
sides, the  blame  imputed  was  not  to  the 
government,  but  to  the  Dutch  Commis- 
sioners. Did  the  right  hon.  gent,  then  in- 
vite them  to  pass  over  this,  and  by  so  do- 
ing, encourage,  other  defaulters  to  perse- 
vere in  their  pursuits,  with  the  hope  of 
impunity  ;  and  this  in  a  case  where  it  was 
acknowledged  that  the  Commissioners, had 
helped  themselves  to  a  sum  of  no  less  than 
25,000/.  without  any  authority  whatso- 
ever? Was  this  the  way  in  wKich  the 
public  was  to  be  served  ?  Would  their 
constituents  think  they  did  their  duty,  if 
they  shut  their  eyes  a^inst  conduct  such 
as  was  here  developed?  The  Resolutions 
to  his  mind  were  mild,  and  only  called  on 
the  house  to  do  what  imperious  duty  desir- 
ed. It  was  said  that  one  of  the  gentlemen 
(Mr.  John  Bowles)  had  published  32 
pamphlets.  He  had  seen  one  of  them, 
and  as  the  title  was  tempting  he  had 
looked  into  it.  It  was  tenned  "  A  Moral 
''  View  of  Society  at  the  end  of  the  1 8th 
"  Century ;''  and  he  should  have  been 
happy  if  at  any  time  he  could  have  pre- 
sumed to  possess  that  pure  morality  it  pro- 
fessed to  inculcate.  Some  of  the  passages 
he  found  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  pre- 
sent case.  In  one  paragraph  the  writer 
observes,  *'  Conscience  has  now  not  only 
"  lost  its  power  to,  restrain  men  from 
*'  crimes  themselves,  but  even  to  excite 
"  indignation  in  others ;  and  crimes  not 
"  formerly  tolerated,  now  find  advocates 
"  in  persons  laying  claim  to  religious  and 
*'  virtuous  characters."  Odious  as  hypoc- 
risy was,  the  right  hon.  gent.  couUl  not 
but  regard  this  as  a  tribute  to  bis  con- 
science. There  was  another  passage,  al- 
most written  one  would  suppose  for  the 
Commissioners :  "  A  more  convincing 
'*  proof  can  hardly  be  conceived  of  the 
"  disregard  of  our  duty  than  the  growth 
"  of  peculation  ;  and  that  so  far  from  ren- 
'''  dering  to  Caesar  the  things  which  are 
*'  Csesar's,  every  person  must  be  shocked 
".at  the  ^ross  defalcations  which  every 


'5  where  come  within  their  view."  Again : 
"  Nothing  can  without*  a  sense  of  religious 
"  duties  get  the  better  of  temptation." 
There  must  indeed  have  been  something 
about  this  Mr.  Bowles,  but  surely  it  could 
not  be  a  sense  of  moral  or  religious  duties, 
which  rendered  him  not  proof  against 
temptation.  It  was  clear  that  this  gentle- 
man, whatever  might  be  the  case  of  the 
other  Commissioners,  was  at  least  not  ig- 
norant of  the  public  duties  imposed  upon 
him  by  his  situation.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  submitted,  that  the  house  could  not 
pass  over  this  business,  without  leaving 
some  trace  on  their  Journals  of  the  sense 
they  entertained  of  so  gross  and  scandalous 
a  transaction.  - 

Mr.  Many  ait  rose  and  said;  Mr. 
Speaker ;  I  am  aware.  Sir,  that  I  am  about 
to  volunteer  upon  a  most  arduous  service, 
for  I  really  rise  with  the  view  of  offering  a 
few  words  in  behalf  of  that  arch  Anti 
Jacobin,  Mr.  John  Bowles.  In  so  doing," 
it  is  right  I  should  premise  that  I  can  be 
influenced  by  no  consideration  of  a  per- 
sonal nature  ;  for  my  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Bowles  is  so  slight,  that  I  never  was 
in  his  house,  nor  he  in  mine:  but  I  am  in- 
fluenced by  those  feelings,  of  which  every 
man  of  a  liberal  mind  must  partake,  when 
he  hears  such  outrageous  abuse  lavished 
on  a  person  who  is  not  present  to  defend 
himself.  This  abuse  has  come  with  the  / 
worst  grace  imaginaVtle  from  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  has  most  indulged  in  it ; 
for,  if  party  zeal  and  party  spirit  be  a  sin, 
he  may  well  exclaim  with  Falstaff,  "  Lord 
help  the  wicked."  The  hon.  gentleman 
kept  his  temper  perfectly  well  till  he 
touched  upon  the  30  pamphlets  which  he 
attributes  to  the  pen  of  Mr.  Bowles ;  but 
at  the  mention  of  these  pamphlets  all  his 
wrath  was  awakened,  and  1  am  justified  in 
presuming  that  he  means  to  visit  the  sins 
of  the  pamphleteer  upon  the  head  of  the 
Dutch  Commissioner.  I  maintain,'  Sir, 
that  Mr.  Bowies  has  as  much  right  to 
publish  his  sentiments  on  any  political 
topics,  or  on  the  public  conduct  of  any 
public  men,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  him- 
self. If  the  hon.  gentleman  disapproved 
the  sentiments  contained  in  those  pam- 
phlets, he  was  at  liberty  to  answer  them. 
Nay,  for  what  1  know,  he  may  have  an- 
swered them,  for  he  also  is  a  pamphleteer; 
and  this  perhaps,  accounts  for  the  extraor- 
dinary asperity  in  which  he  has  indulged 
against  Mr.  Bowles,  for  two  of  a  trade« 
they  say,  can  never  agree.  Wits  ure  game- 
cocks to  one  another ;  and  the  hon.  gent. 
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has  rtally  crowed  most  outrageously  loud, 
coHHideriqg  that  his  antagonist  was  not 
within  hearing.  He  accuses  Mr.  Bowles 
of  having  invaded  thesilent  retreats  of  the 
dead,  in  his  reflections  upon  the  character 
of  the  late  Duke  ef  Btdlinrd.  1  am  no 
friend.  Sir,  to  reflections  either  ufxjn  the 
dead,  or  the  absent,  but  1  must  observe  to 
the  hon.  gentleman,  that  he  was  at  the 
same  moment  committing  that  very  fault 
of  which  he  accused  Mr.  Bowles.  He,  too, 
invaded  the  silent  retreats  of  the  dead  ; 
and  calumniated  the  memory  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
when  he  charged  h»m  with  having  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Bowles  one  of  the  Dutch  Com- 
missioners, as  a  reward  for  his  having 
written  these  30 political  pamphlets.  No 
grosser  anacronism.  Sir,  was  ever  commit- 
ted by  a  man  who  suiftrs  his  resentment 
to  get  the  better  of  his  reflection  ;  for  a 
comparison  of  dates  will  immediately 
shew,  that  Mr.  Bowles's  appointment  took 
place  years  before  any  of  the  pamphlets  to 
which  he  alluded  were  written.  1  have 
heard  Sir,  and  that  from  authorky  on 
which  I  can  rely,  that  Mr.  Bowles  was 
first  introduced  to  the  notice  of  Mr.  Pitt 
in  consequence  ,of  the  appearance  of  an 
anonymous  Answer  to  Mr. Tom  Paine'sAge 
of  Reason.  This  work  attracted  Mr.  Pitt's 
attention,  and  led  him  to  inquire  the  name 
of  the  author  ;  he  then  sent  for  Mr. 
iBowles,  and  told  him  that  he  should  be 
happy  to  serve  him,  whenever  a  fit  oppor- 
tunity offered,  in  consideration  of  the  es- 
sential service  which  he  had  rendered  to 
the  cause  of  Religion  and  Government  by 
that  publication.  I  am  persuaded.  Sir,  that 
every  gentleman  who  hears  me  will  think, 
that  to  provide  an  antidote  for  the  poison 
contained  in  the  Age  of  Reason,  was  a 
mei  itorious  ofiice ;  and  I  mention  this  anec- 
dote, to  the  honour  both  of  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Bowles. — An  attack  of  a  different  kind 
has  been  made  upon  Mr..  Bowles  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  who 
has  just  sat  down.  He  has  performed  the 
task  of  a  reviewer,  and  entertained  the 
house  with, a  very  ingenious  critiqije  on 
various  passages  from  one  of  Mr.  Bowles's 
pamphlets.  From  this  specimen.  Sir,  1 
should  not  be.  surprised  to  see  a  new  Re- 
view start  up  ;  and  the  Parliam^tary  Re- 
view, may  perhaps  rival  even  the  Edin- 
burgh Review ;  but,  in  that  case,  I  fear 
we  should  have  a  schism  among  the  gentle- 
men opposite  to  ipe,  and  that  the  hou'^e 
might  be  split  into  more  parties  than  it  is 
already  divided  into. -^  Dismissing  Mr. 
John  Bowles  in  bis  literary  char^sttr^  I 
Vol.  XIV, 
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shall  now  say  something  of  him  as  a  Dutch 
Commissioner.  It  appears  by  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  that  upwards  of  400 
claims  were  referred  to  the  decision  of 
those  Coniraissionem.  Several  of  thos« 
claims  were  under  my  management,  as 
agent  for  various  correspondents  of  mina 
in  the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  n^y 
negociations  respecting  them  weVe  princi- 
pally carried  on  with  Mr.  Bowles,  who,  as 
a  professional  man,  had  the  direction  of 
(hat  department.  From  the  observations 
which  I  had  then  an  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing on  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bowles,  I  can 
bear  witness  to  the  zeal  and .  ability  with 
which  he  managed  that  part  of  the  con- 
cern ;  and  I  am  persuaded,  that  by  his  in« 
defatigable  attention,  and  legal  discrimi- 
nation, an  infinite  number  of  litigations 
were  rendered  unnecessary,  and  much  ex- 
pence  saved,  both  to  the  parties  concern- 
ed, and  to  the  public.  His  professional 
exertions  continued  to  be  necessary  long 
after  all  the  mercantile  exertions  of  tha 
Commissioners  were  at  an  end,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  law-suit  with  the  Under- 
writers, which  was  only  decided  last  year. 
If,  there fore»  particular  consideration  be 
due  to  any  one  of  these  Commissioners^ 
more  than  to  another,  that  particular  con- 
sideration is  due  to  the  services  of  Mr. 
Bowles. — With  respect  to  the  general  con* 
duct  of  the  Comnaissioners,  as  a  body  of 
men,  I  think  it  cannot  be  wholly  justified  ; 
and  my  sentiments  upon  it  accord  very 
much  with  those  of  the  Committee,  whosa 
report  is  now  before  the  house.  The  AO* 
counts,  however,  have  not  yet  been  fully 
examined;  nor  is  the  case  fully  before 
us.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  whole 
matter  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Audi, 
tors  of  Public  Accounts,  in  order  that  the 
investigation  may  be  completed,  befora 
we  undertake  to  pronounce  our  judgment. 
The  object  of  the  interference  of  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  be- practical  good;  which 
will  not  be  promoted  by  voting  theo- 
retical propositions,  containing  redectioni 
upon  government  in  general,  such  as  form 
the  basis  of  the  Resolution  now  proposed. 
I  therefore  concur  in  the  amendment  mov- 
ed by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
and  shall  vote  for  the  previous  question.  ■ 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  condemned  the  con% 
duct  of  ministers  in  attempting  to  stifle  in* 
quiry  and  censure  on  this,  as  on  other  oc- 
casions; and  considered  the  proceedings  of 
tha  Commissioners  as  a  compound  of  fraud 
and  peculation,  for  which  the  Attorney* 
General  ought  U>  b«  diracted  to  {^rotacata^ 
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Mr.  Henry  Smith  was  sorry  to  see  the 
'  government  coupled  with  the  conduct  of 
the  Commissioners,  which  he  considered 
such  as  the  house  was  bound  to  mark 
their  indignation  ag«un»t. 

The  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland  con- 
tended, that  his  right  hon.  friend  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had  no  wish 
to  veil  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioners. 
He  only  wished  to  avoid  passing  an  un- 
merited censure  on  government.  If  on 
examining  the  accounts  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  the  bottom  it  should  turn  out 
that  fraud  had  been  committed,  parliament 
might  then  direct  criminal  steps  to  be 
taken. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  contended  for  the  Re- 
solutions of  Mr.  Old.  He  could  not  per- 
ceive any  impropriety  in  what  was  call- 
ed the  general  censure  upon  government, 
as -the  Resolutions  only  stated  facts.  lie 
commented  in  strong^  terms  on  the  mis- 
Conduct  and  prevarications  of  the  Com- 
missioners. It  was  not  enough  to  appoint 
Committees.  Their  opinions  and  decisions 
ought  to  be  followed  up  by  the  house  so 
%s  to  give  the  public  the  advantages  they 
ought  to  derive  from  their  investigations 
and  reports.  If  the  house  shrunk  from  its 
duty,  the  public  would  entertain  and  ex- 
press its  opinion  on  their  conduct. 

Mr.  Barham  observed  that  the  public 
mind  had  been  disgusted  with  what  had 
happened  in  that  house  in  several  recent 
cases.  He  alluded,  as  we  understood,  to 
the  fate  of  the  Reversion  Bill,  the  cases 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  lord  Castlereagh, 
&,c.  &c.  and  now  he  feared  the  minister 
wished  to  complete  this  terrible  climax, 
by  refusing  his  assent  to  a  mark  of  repro- 
bation on  a  transaction,  respecting  the  na- 
ture of  which  no  man  could  doubt.  He 
beseeched  ministers  and  the  house  not  to 
degrade  parliament  in  the  eyes  of  the 
country.  It  was  impossible  that  the  pre- 
sent system  could  go  on  much  longer.  If 
^vernment  set  its  face  against  public 
justice,  the  worst  consequences  might 
follow. — He  begged  of  the  right  honour- 
•}>]e  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
open  his  eyes  to  what  he  was  about.  This 
was  the  moment  in  which  it  was  possible 
to  restore  confidence  to  the  people.  He 
-begged  of  him  to  pause  before' he  carried 
through  a  vote  of  so  painful  a  nature  as 
that  now  proposed  by  him. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  maintained,  that 
the  executive  was  acting  with  the  most 
#ctupulous  minuteness  in  giving  efiect  to 
Iht  Reports  ^f  th«  Finance  and  other  Com- 


mittees. The  import  of  the  present  Re* 
solutions,  however,  was  to  confound  the 
conduct  of  government  with  that  of  the  / 
detected  Commissioners.  If  the  hon. 
gent,  who  opened  the  business  had  not 
proposed  the  two  first.  Resolutions,  his 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Perceval)  would 
not  have  moved  the  previous  question. 
He  saw  no  objection  when  the  house 
should  come  to  the  third  Resolution  to 
agree  to  the  substance  of  it.  But,  unless 
circumstances  arose  to  call  the  attention 
of  a  Board  so  occupied  as  the  Treasury 
was  to  the  existence  of  such  abuses  as 
those  now  complained  of,  he  did  not  ad- 
mit that  government  could  be  to  blame  in 
not  detecting  them.  The  noble  lord  {H, 
Petty)  was  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and  the 
expression  of  such  sentiments  by  him  was 
the  more  unobjectionable,  because  the 
being  a  species  of  self-sacrifice,  gave  it  a 
particular  air  of  candour.  He  asked  th* 
noble  lord  if  he  saw  no  danger  in  a  decla- 
ration of  such  sentiments,  and  if  it  did 
nor  go  to  infer  a  malversation  in  the  go- 
vernment which  did  not  exist  ?  The 
right  hon.  Secretary  then  animadverted, 
with  considerable  wit  and  severity,  on  the 
observations  which  had  fallen  from  an  hon. 
member  (Mr.  Whitbread)  respecting  his 
connection,  as  a  fellow-labourer,  with  Mr. 
John  Bowles  in  a  publication  some  years 
back.  He  declared  that  he  had  never  any 
acquaintance  wrth  Mr.  Bowles.  His  li- 
terary taste,  he  believed,  might  be  diffe- 
rent from  that  of  the  hon.  member.  He 
bad  seen  thfe  hon.  member's  sixpenny 
pamphlet,  and  he  must  in  truth  say,  that 
in  that  sort  of  department  Mr.  Bowks 
beat  the  hon.  member  out  and  out.  Per- 
haps, however,*  in  point  of  honesty  and 
sincerity,  the  hon.  member  might  be  supe- 
rior. He  (Mr.Canning)  thought  himself  no 
more  amenable  to  the  hon.  member  for  his 
share  in  the  .work  alluded  to,  in  which 
Mr.  Bowles  co-operated,  than  Mr.  W-  for 
his  oratorical  exertions  in  Westminster- 
hall  was  amenable  to  him  in  that  house, 
where  he  had  the  good  fortune  and  honour 
to  sit  with  him. 

Mr.  Tiemey  spoke  with  much  force  and 
animation  on  the  duty  the  house  owed  to 
its  own  character,  and  to  the  public,  to 
come  to  a  decision  on  the  merits  of 
these  Commissioners.  He  thought  the 
object  of  ministers  was  to  do  any  thing 
that  might  suit  tlieir  purposes,  not  to 
prevent  that  house  from  doing  any  act 
that  might  gain  them  credit  with  tho 
public.     The  Attorney-General^  or  the 
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Privy  Council,  might  do  something,  but 
the  house  of  commons  was  to  be  deprived 
of  the, opportunity  of  acquiring  orrevivin^f 
the  public  estimation  in  which  it  ought  to 
be  held.  He  hoped  and  trusted  that  he 
•hould  be  that  night  in  a  majority. 

Mr.  H.  Viamton,  in  order  to  obviate  the 
objections  to  the  several  Resolutions^  pro- 
posed to  consolidate  them  in  one,  and  in 
such  terms  as  should  meet  general  appro- 
bation. The  Resolution  he  proposed  to 
substitute  for  them  was  as  follows:  **  That 
the  Commissioners  appointed  in  the  year 
1795.  for  the  disposal  of  captured  Dutch 
property,  taking  advantage  of  iheneglcct  of 
the  ^vemment  to  enquire  into  their  pro- 
ceedmgB,  have,  without  authority,  appro- 
priated to  their  own  use  large  and  unrea- 
sonable profits ;  that  they  have  privately 
taken  interest  on  large  balances  of  money 
which  ought  to  have  been  lodged  in  the 
Bank  of  i^^land  ;  that  they  have  refrain- 
ed from  giving  correct  and  explicit  infor- 
mation respecting  the  interest  so  taken  to 
the  Committee  appointed  for  enquiring  into 
the  Public  Expenditure;  and  that  they 
have  thereby  been  guilty  of  a  great  viola- 
tion of  their  public  duty." 

Mr.  Stephen  supported  ministers,  and 
col.  Ellison  supported  the  Resolutions. 

Mr.  Ord,  in  a  short  reply,  declared  his 
intention  of  taking  the  sense  of  the  house 
upon  all  his  Resolutions. 

The  house  then  divided  upon  the  first 
Sesolution,  when  there  appeared, 

For  the  Resolution    -     -    ■»     -    77 

Against  it 102 

Majority  against  it     -    -     -     — *25 

While  strangers  were  excluded,  we 
understand  the  other  Resolutions  were 
withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Thornton's  motion 
adopted ;  after  a  division  upon  the  Ques- 
tion for  substituting  the  word  *'  omission'^ 
for  "  neglect."  The  numbers  upon  the 
division  were  as  follow: — 

For  the  original  Resolution    -     -     78 

For   the   Amendment     -     -     -     98 

•Majority  for  the  word  ''  omission" — 20 


List  qfthe 

Abercrombyy  bon.  J. 
Adams,  C. 
VVlthorp,  vise. 
V^ntonie,  W,  L. 
Astley,  sir  J.  H. 
Barhnm,  J.  F. 
Baring,  T. 
Baring,  A. 
Bernard,  Scrope 
Biddulpb,  R.  M. 
Booverie^  hon.  0. 


Minority. 

Brogden,  J. 
Carew,  rt.  hon,  P. 
Cavendish,  Wm. 
Cocks,  J. 

Colborne,  N.  W.  R. 
Combe,  H.  C. 
Cooke,  Bryan 
Creevey,  Thomas 
Cuthbert,  J. 
FergusoD>  general 
fitspitrick,  rt.  hon.  R. 


Folkestone,  vise. 
Oratian,  rt.  hon.  II. 
Halsey,  Joseph 
Hamilton,  lurd  A. 
Herbert,  H. 
Homer,  F. 
Hownrd,  H. 
Hussey,  Wm. 
Johnes,  T. 
Knapp,  G. 
Lam  be,  hon.  W. 
Lambton,  R.  J. 
Leach,  John 
Leycester,  II. 
Lloyd,  sir  E. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Lytileton,  hon.  W. 
M'  Donald,  James 
Maitning,  James 
Martin,  11. 
Mauie,  hon.  W. 
MasweU,  W, 
Milton,  lord 
IVIoore,  Peter 
Motley,  sir  Osw. 
Mostyn,  sir  Thos. 
Ne\t  port,  rt.  hon.  sir  J. 
O'Hara,  C. 
OssuU(on,  lord 


Parnell,  H.     . 
Pelham,  hon.  C. 
Petty,  lord  H. 
Ponsonby,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Power,  R. 
Prittie,  hon.  F.  A. 
Pym,  F. 
Romilly,  sir  S. 
Saville,  A. 
Sharpe,  R. 
Shipley,  W. 
Smith,  S. 
vSmith,  G. 
Stanley,  lord 
St.  Aubyn,  sir  John 
Symonds,  T.  P. 
tolbot,  R.  W. 
Taylor,  C. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Tierney,  rt.  hon,  Geo* 
Vernon,  G.  V. 
Wnlpolc,  hon.  G. 
Western,  C.  C 
Wharton,  J. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wynne,  C.  W. 
Tellers. 
Ord,  Wm. 
Calcrafry  John   , 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 


Tuesday,  May  2. 

[Divorce  Bills.]  Lord  Auckland  sai4» 
that  the  question  which  he  rose  to  bring 
forward  related  entirely  to  the  discom'age-- 
ment  of  seductive  adultery ;  a  vice,  which 
carries  a  sense  of  disgrace  and  distress  into 
the  families  both  of  the  seducer  and  of  th« 
victim  of  seduction  ;  depriving  the  inno- 
cent children  of  the  aifections  and  protec- 
tion of  their  parents;  and  exhibiting  in 
the  higher  classes  a  depravity  which  lowers, 
them  in  the  public  estimation,  and  at  the 
same  time  tends  to  corrupt  the  minds  and 
morals  of  the  inferior  orders  of  society. — 
It  had  long  been  matter  of  regret  to  many, 
that  a  vice  of  such  malignity  and  mischief 
is  not  yet  considered  by  our  laws  as  a 
crime.  We  provide  rigorously  and  indus- 
triously for  the  punishment  of  a  long  list 
of  trivial  ofiences  against  the  persons  and 
properties  of  individuals :  but  we  totallj* 
overlook  the  assassins  of  domestic  happi- 
ness. Adultery  is  subject  only  to  th^ 
feeble  coercion  of  the  spiritual  courts ;  in 
other  words,  it  is  left  to  its  full  range  un- 
restrained and  unheeded.  The  adulterer, 
indeed,  may  be  compelled  hf  a  civil  ac- 
tion to  pay  a  pecuniary  compensation, 
which  in  many  cases  the  injured  husband 
is  ashamed  to  receive,  and  which  in  no 
case  has  thf  eileU  that  a  solitary  imprir. 
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sonment  of  two  or  three  years  would  have 
for  the  purposes  of  reform  and  of  example. 
tJnder  these  impressions,  he  (Lord  Auck- 
land) had  inclined  to  propose  once  more 
to  their  lordships,  the  bill  which  they  had 
passed  nine  years  ago  to  make  adultery 
punishable  as  a  misdemeanor :  but  he  had 
been  discouraged  by  a  recollection  of  the 
many  lone:  debates  to  which  he  had  then 
subjected  himself,  and  must  be  permitted 
to  say} 

"  Non  eadem  est  setas,  non  mens." 
Me  had  also  wished  for  a  provision  (which 
had  been  suggested  to  him  by  his  noble 
tnd  learned  friend  on  the  woolsack) 
against  the  practice,  in  prosecutions  for 
adultery,  of  suffering  judgment  to  go  by 
default,  in  order  to  adjust  privately  at  a 
tavern,  such  damages  as  may  best  suit 
the  purposes  of  a  profligate  collusion. — 
Hitherto  the  interference  of  Parliament 
respecting  seductive  adultery  has  been 
confined  to  bills  of  divorce,  given  to  the 
injured  husband,  ''  to  annul  his  marriage 
and  to  enable  him  to  marry  again.''  That 
interference  had  been  practised  about  140 
years,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  period 
had  become  scandalously  frequent. — The 
practical  construction  of  those  bills  of  di- 
vorce has  been,  that  the  adulteress,  though 
not  specially  enabled  by  any  of  the  clauses, 
is  at  liberty  to  marry  again,  and  even  to 
tosirry^  the  adulterer;  and  in  many  in- 
stances it  is  notorious,  that  the  offending 
parties  have  intermarried  accordingly. 
And  thus  it  is  that  the  faithless  wife,  by  a 
special  interference  of  Parliament,  receive-? 
hire  and  salary  instead  of  punishment,  and 
becomes  an  encouragement  to  others  to 
pursue  the  same  course,  in  order  to  arrive 
at  a  similar  gratification. — Parliamentary 
bills  of  divorce  are  liable  to  another  glar- 
ing objection.  Every  remedial  act  of  le- 
gislature should  be  equally  within  the 
reach  of  every  class  of  the  community. 
But  bills  of  divorce,  grounded  as  they  are 
required  to  be  on  various  expensive  pro- 
cesses (amounting  in  some  instances  to  3 
pr  4,000/),  in  the  courts  of  common  law, 
in  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  and  at  the  bar 
of  the  two  Honse<s,  are  confined  to  the 
©pulent.  And  thus  the  interference  of 
then*  lordships  was  employed  to 'bring  un- 
der the  public  eye  the  vices  and  excesses 
of  the  higher  classes  exclusively v — With 
these  views,  he  (lord  Auckland)  would 
not  be  sorry  if  parliamentary  divorces 
were  altogether  discontinued ;  but  at  all 
jevent«  it  must  be  the  dutVt  and  therefore 
the  wishj  of  their  lordships,  not  to  allow 


collusion  and  abuse,  nor  to  be  made  the 
instruments  of  encouragement  to  conjugal 
infidelity. — As  the  law  of  England  now 
stands,  the. divorced  husband  and  wife  are 
prohibited,  by  the  ecclesiastical  canons  of 
1603^^  from  marrying  again  in  the  life<time 
of  each  ether ;  and  a  bond  to  that  efloct  is 
required  accordingly. — By  the  law  of  Scot- 
land the  adulterer  and  aduUeres;)  can  in 
no  case  intermarry  after  sentence  of  di- 
vorce. The  evangelical  law  on  these 
points  had  been  variously  interpreted, 
but  it  was  not  within  his  province  and 
powers,  nor  indeed  was  it  necessary  to  his 
purpose,  to  attempt  to  discuss  it.  His  ob- 
ject was  to  adopt  the  principle  of  the 
Scotch  law,  as  being  proper;  jusU  and  ex- 
pedient.— It  notoriously  and  frequently 
happens,  that  adulteries  take  place  on  the 
unprincipled  calculation  that  a  change  of 
husbands  is  desirable  and  attainable.  The 
new  compact  is  understood  between  the 
parties,  and  becomes  a  sort  of  honourable 
partnership  of  eventual  dishonour,  in  some 
degree  sanctioned  and  guaranteed  by  the 
surrounding  society.  The  human  mind  is 
such  a  mixture  of  weakness  and  reasoning, 
that  a  woman  can  sometimes  frame  to  her- 
self an  apology  for  the  breach  of  her  mar- 
riage vow,  in  the  hope  and  speculation 
that  she  may  contract  a  new  engagement 
at  the  altar  with  the  partner  of  her  crime. 
By  the  prevention  of  such  marriages,  the 
code  of  seduction  will  be  deprived  of  one 
of  its  principal  allurements.  But  how 
will  the  prohibition  operate  on  the  se- 
ducer ?  It  ought,  if  be  possesses  one  latent 
spark  of  generosity,  to  deter  him  from  an 
injury,  for  which  all  pretence  to  re- 
paration is  precluded  ;  and  undoubtedly, 
in  many  instances,  it  will  have  that  effect. 
— We  are  told,  however,  by  some,  that  it 
would  be  a  more  effectual  discouragement 
to  adultery,  if  the  offending  parties  were 
compelled  to  intermarry.  This  sugges* 
tion,  taken  as  an  epigram,  is  not  remark* 
able  either  for  its  novelty,  its  truth,  or 
its  wit;  taken  seriously,  it  would  be  a 
monstrous  system  of  state  policy  to  en- 
able women  to  change  their  husbands  at 
often  as  vice,  caprice,  or  interest,  might 
dictate.  The  process  would  be  short 
and  simple,  and  would  of  course  be  con- 
summated, by  the  special  intervention 
of  parliament,  on  the  very  day  of  the 
royal  assent  to  the  bill  of  divorce. — But 
how  will  the  prohibition  operate  on  the 
unfortunate  objects  of  seduction  ?  Thero 
is  a  phrase  of  hackneyed  levity,  that  ''  the 
woman  who  deliberates  is  losti"  but  it 
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had  been  well  said  by  a  noble  earl  (Buck- 
inghamshire) when  this  subject  was  de- 
bated heretofore,  that  when  the  prohibi- 
tion in  question  shall  be  established,  every 
woman  who  deliberates  will  be  savtd. 
Irretrievable  ruin  will  present  itself  to  her 
view. — It  is  no  objection  to  the  measure 
that  it  will  not  extend  to  the  case  of  a 
.married  seducer.  Jf  he  can  contrive  to 
break  the  heart  of  his  deserted  wife,  the 
prohibition  will  eventually  apply. — Still 
iess  is  it  an  objection,  that  a  standing  or- 
der is  less  extensively  binding  than  an  act 
of  parliament.  It  will  be  equally  binding 
on  ourselves  as  a  rule  for  our  proceeding, 
unless  special  cases  can  be  imagined  in 
which  we  should  think  it  right  to  make 
an  exception.  And  this  mode  is  con- 
sonant to  evident  reason,  and  to  the 
practice  of  both  houses  of  parliament,  in 
respect  to  each  other.  A  reference  to  the 
Journals  (from  which  lord  Auckland  stated 
several  precedents)  would  shew  the  un- 
doubted truth  of  this  assertion.  The  pro- 
position itself  was  not  new.  It  had  been 
brought  forward  first  by  the  duke  of  Athol, 
in  the  form  of  a  bill,  in  1770  :  and  again 
by  the  present  bishop  of  Durham,  in 
1779;  and  for  the  third  time  in  1800. 
Their  lordships'  house  had  always  passed 
the  bill ;  but  it  had  not  received  the  con- 
currence of  the  house  of  commons. — In 
conclusion  he  trusted  that  he  had  shewn 
the  measure  in  question  to  be  right  in  its 
principle,  expedient  in  its  tendency,  and 
correct  in  its  mode.  He  did  not  seek  to 
punish  excesses,  but  to  prevent  them.  It 
was  not  his  wish  to  aggravate  the  sufier- 
ings  of  the  unfortunate  victim  of  adulter- 
ous seduction ;  but  in  the  words  of  the  poet 

**  To  teach  the  unblemishM  to  preserve  with 
care 

<*  That  purity,  whose  loss  is  loss  of  all/' 
He  then  made  the  following  motion : 
'^  Ordered,  that  no  Bill,  grounded  on  a 
Petition  to  this  house  to  dissolve  a  mar- 
riage for  the  cause  of  adultery,  smd  to 
enable  the  petitioner  to  marry  againishall 
be  received  by  this  house,  unless  a  provi- 
sion be  inserted  in  such  bill,  that  it  shaH  not 
be  lawful  for  the  person,  whose  marftage 
with  the  petitioner  shall  bedissolve<f;xo  in- 
termarry with  any  otiending  party,  on  ac- 
count oi  whose  adultery  with  such  person,  it 
shall  be  therein  enacted,  that  such  marriage 
shall  be  so  dissolved.  Provided,  that  if 
at  the  time  of  exhibiting  the  said  bill,  such 
offending  party  or  parties  shall  be  dead, 
«ach  provision  as  sdbresaid  shall  not  be 
inserted  in  the  said  bilL" 


The  Earl  of  Radnor  expressed  himself 
as  having  no  inclination  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion of  the  noble  lord,  but  was  rather  dis- 
posed to  have  gbne  still  further  in  any 
measure,  which  might  tend  to  the  preven- 
tion of  so  many  breaches  of  the  conjugal 
vow.  At  the  same  time  he  could  not  re« 
frain  from  noticing  that  one  injurious  con- 
sequence would  result  from  that  proposi- 
tion becoming  a  standing  order.  It  would 
eventually  happen  that  cases  would  arise 
when  it  might  be  absolutely  necessary  or 
desirable  that  the  order  should  be  dis- 
pensed with.  This  would  produce  a  very 
unpleasant  inference,  that  favour  was  shewn 
in  particular  cases.  He  would  rather  have 
wished,  that  some  general  law  could  have 
been  adopted,  from  which  it  would  in  no 
instance  be  necessary  to  deviate. 

Lord  Mulgrate  entertained  the  same 
sentiments  on  this  subject  as  he  had  before 
expressed.  His  lordship  could  not  per- 
ceive how  the  great  cause  of  morality 
could  be  effectually  promoted  by  such  a 
measure.  The  sum  of  4,0(X)/.  seemed 
enormous  in  such  a  case  ;  but  if  it  were 
necessary  to  incur  such  expences,  he 
should  rather  say  that  something  should 
be  done  to  make  the  matter  more  equal  to 
the  lower  classes.  He  wished  as  much  as 
any  noble  lord  to  diminish  pfiTences  of  this 
description,  which  had  such  baneful  con- 
sequences, and  was  willing  to  do  any  thing 
in  his  power  to  carry  into  effect  any  mea- 
sure for  that  purpose,  as  far  as  the  mild  and 
benignant  spirit  of  our  laws  could  be  kept 
irrfkw.  But  would  morals  be  promoted 
by  taking  away  almost  the  only  chance  of 
reforaiiing  and  amending  the  life  of  the 
femal^  ?  If  taoble  lords  would  look  at  the 
instances  of  iuch  persons  divorced,  who 
did  nbt  many,  and  compare  them  with 
thosewho  subsequently  married,  they  tj^ould 
find' a  very  great  difference.  Some  un- 
fortunate ladies  had  displayed,  after  their 
faults,  a  charafter  that  might  even  be  call- 
ed exemplary/  He  thought  such  a  measure 
rather  encouraged  Veducers,  by  taking 
away  all  remedy  for  misconduct.  It 
certainly  tended  to  make  the  woman  a 
mistress  in  future  and  not  a  wife,  and  to 
shut  up  the  door  to  repentance  and  refortn- 
ation.  He  had  a  sincere  desire  to  re- 
press the' evil,  but  he  had-  a  firm  convic- 
tion that  the  prohibition  bad  a  tendency 
rather  to  increase  it.  He  hoped  to  see 
something  better  proposed  than  a  mea- 
sure which,  in  its  operation,  might  be- 
come so  severe  and  cruel. 
The  Archbishop  of  Ccm^Wy,  after  som« 
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^efatory  obser^nationsy  said,  that  though 
he  was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  hope  by  this 
measure  to.  extinguish  this  great  crime, 
yet^he  was  happy  to  adopt  any  practical 
mode  of  preventinff  the  faciliiies  to  the 
eon»mission  of  adultery.  It  was,  he  la- 
mented to  say,  very  seldom  that  he  could 
see  their  lordships'  table  pure  and  clean 
from  the  pollution  of  divorce  bills,  now 
becoming  daily  more  frequent.  So  com- 
mon indeed  were  they,  that,  to  use  the 
words  of  an  old  author,  they  seeped  to  be 
ccmsidered  as  the  proper  fruits  of  mar- 
riage. There  was,  he  feared,  hardly  a 
pedigree  that  was  not  stained  and  broken 
by  this  sad  frequency  of  crime.  It  was 
impossible  that  such  things  could  last  long. 
Marriage  was,  in  fact,  the  basis  of  all  our 
relations  and  duties  in  social  life.  It  be- 
gan with  the  creation,  and  it  remained  in 
the  rudest  elements  of  society.  Its  im- 
portance and  sanctity  were  recognized  by 
the  universal  consent  of  mankind.  In  this 
country,  indeed,  we  did  not  exalt  it  into  a 
sacrament;  but  we  regarded  it  justly  as 
a  sacred  institution.  It  was  both  a  civil 
contract  and  a  religious  rite.  His  grace  re- 
viewed the  state  of  matrimonial  obliga- 
tions among  the  Romans,  and  shewed, 
from  a  variety  of  illustrations  and  quota- 
tions, the  immense  importance  of  guard- 
ing them  from  the  intrusions  of  licentious- 
ness. The  misery  that  the  crime  of  adul- 
tery caused  to  families  was  of  the  most 
serious  nature.  There  was  one  result  of 
such  criminality,  which  it  Was  the  highest 
duty  and  soundest  policy  of  any  state  to 
prevent;  he  meant  the  neglect  of  children, 
which  was  its  natural  consequence.  His 
grace  would  not  take  upon  himself  to  say 
£ow  far,  in  ancient  times,  the  barbarous 
practice  of  the  exposure  of  children  might 
nave  ariien  from  this  ofl^nce  ;  but  he  was 
sujre  that  its  frequency  might  be  fairly 
considered  as  leading  to  the  greatest  in- 
difference, and  most  shocking  .  careless- 
ness and  neglect  of  our  ofl&pring.  His 
grace  then  proceeded  to  the  religious 
view  of  the  question,  and  entered  into 
the  history  of  the  customs  of  the  wes- 
tern world  on  the  subject  of  marriage, 
^hich  until  the  Reformation,  were  con- 
sidered here  indissoluble.  After  that  great 
event,  persons  were  set  at  liberty  in  cases 
of  adultery  ;  and  subsequently  the  mar- 
riage of  those  divorced  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment, took  place.  With  respect  to  his 
opinion,  and  that  of  his  learned  and 
veverend  brethren  on  the  bench,  his  grace 
observed^  that  by  tb»  divide  law  ther«  was 


a  liberty  to  marry  again,  or  else  unqties- 
'  tionably  that  reverend  bench  would,  be-* 
fore  now,  have  interposed.  He  quoted 
passages  from  Holy  Writ,  in  the  ori- 
ginal Greek,  and  in  the  vernacular  tongue^ 
expressive  of  the  scripture  doctrine  on 
this  sutyect,  and  made  a  variety  of  re- 
marks, and  used  many  arguments  which 
we  are  sorry  we  are  unable  to  detail. 
He  concluded  a  very  argumentative  and 
eloquent  speech  by  declaring  that-  he 
thought  the  measure  an  act  of  mercy.—* 
It  was  to  take  6ut  of  the  mouth  of  the  se- 
ducer his  specious,  delusive,  and  fatal 
arguments  and  temptations,  to  prevent 
him  from  recommending  hintself  to  the 
weak  by  saying  he  meant  nothing  dis» 
honourable,  and  pointing  out  a  future  mar-* 
riage  as  a  source  of  future  and  augmented 
felicity;  the^  means  by  which  female  vir- 
tue was  but  too  often  and  too  successfully 
assailed.  He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  in 
the  hope  of  attaining  some  good,  to  sup- 
port the  motion  now  before  their  K>rd"* 
ships. 

Lord  Erskme  supported  the  motion.  Ho 
highly  complimented  the  right  reverend 
prelate  for  the  sentiments  he  had  uttered, 
and  dwelt  with  much  eloquence  on  the  inr 
stitution  of  marriaee,  the  vast  influence  it 
had  on  society,  and  the  innumerable  and 
inestimable  duties  and  benefits  that  flowed 
from  it  in  all  our  relations,  hopes,  and  pros^ 
pects.  It  was  most  extraordinary  that 
the  legislature  could  permit  the  founda- 
dation  of  such  a  connection  to  exist  in  the 
commission  of  a  crime  that  struck  at  its 
very  root,  and  should  enable  those  to  enter 
into  a!l  its  advantages^  who  had  treated  it 
with  contempt  and  scorn  by  the  non-ob- 
servance and  violation  of  all  the  duties  it 
imposed.  The  adoption  of  the  proposed 
standing  order  did  not  prevent  their  lord- 
ships from  acting  in  particular  cases  as 
might  seem  to  them  fitting  :  but  the  dif- 
ference was  abundant  between  the  rulo 
and  the  exceptions.  What  greater  mis- 
demeanor could  there  be  than  seductive 
adultery?  A  misdemeanor  was  a  pri« 
vate  wrong,  but  a  wrong  that  injured  tho 
peace  and  happiness  of  society  ;  and  sure* 
ly  nuisances  and  assaults  were  inferior  m 
the  comparison.  His  lordship  painted  tho 
picture  of  a  family  ruined  by  this  afQictr 
ing  offence ;  the  woman  des^raded  and 
forbidden;  the  children  neglected  and 
despised ;  the  husband  made  a  mark  for 
the  finger  of  scorn  to  point  at.  He  had 
voted  fonnerly  in  a  minority  in  the  houso 
of  commons  ^n  this  question.    He  had»  iis 
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near  thirty  years  practice  at  the  bar,  been 
concerned  in,  or  conducted  almmt  every 
case  of  this  sort  in  the  chief  criminal  court 
of  the  kingdom.  Much  came  to  his 
knowledge  that  could  not  come  before  the 
court,  and  the  result  of  his  experience 
was,  that  the  prospect  of  the  intermarriage 
of  the  oflfenders  was  a  very  great  facility 
to  the  commission  of  the  oiience.  He 
thought  the  passing  of  the  motion  would 
be  a  memorial  of  their  lordships'  wisdom. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  argued  in  favour  of 
the  motion  on  various  grounds,  but  reject- 
ed the  opinion  that  the  ofience  was  much 
increased  of  later  years.  As  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  a  sait,  that  must  depend  upon 
the  circumstances  of  the  particular  case. 
His  lordship  reviewed  and  explained  the 
Jaw  as  it  stood,  respecting  divorces.  The 
intermarriage  of  the  parties  could  not 
have  been  in  contemplation  when  divorces 
tf  vinculo  matrimonii  were  first  granted. 
He  stated  the  difference  between  such  a 
divorce,  and  one  merely  d  mcnsa  et  ihoro, 
and  noticed  the  circumstance  of  the  bond 
entered  into  in  such  cases.  He  did  not 
impugn  the  marriages  that  had  occurred 
ander  such  circumstances  as  divorces  d 
vinc^lo  nuurimorni,  but  thought  that  the 
form  of  their  lordships'  proceedings  on 
such  subjects  required  amendment.  This 
f^as  no  undue  stretch,  since  the  house  al- 
ready demanded  in  the  first  instance,  the 
proceedings  of  the  ecclesiastical  court,  the 
examination  of  witnesses,  and  the  verdict 
of  a  jury  for  damages.  He  admitted  that 
there  were  cases  which  men  of  feeling 
and  generosity  would  be  inclined  to  re- 
lieve, but  it  was  impossible  to  look  at  a 
legislative  measure  with  '  such  feelings. 
As  legislators,  what  they  were  to  do,  was 
for  the  general  benefit. 

Lord  Grenville  thous;ht  nothing  more 
Hkely  to  corrupt  the  Female  mind  than 
the  prospect  held  out  of  an  afler-marriage 
with  the  seducer.  Punishment  he  consi- 
dered intended  entirely  for  prevention  : 
and  the  sort  of  punishment  proposed  he 
thought  necessary,  for  the  sake  of  wives 
themselves,  as  well  as  for  the  happiness  of 
families.  He  exposed  the  futility  of  any 
argument  drawn  from  an  anticipated  diffe- 
rence of  opinion  in  the  house  of  commons, 
since,  if  that  were  admitted,  it  would  go 
to  prove  the  impracticability  of  two  dis- 
tinct and  independent  bodies  carry mg  on 
the  work  of  legislation.  He  thought  the 
ezpences  mentioned  in  a  suit  of  this  kind 
much  larger  than  any  circumstances  seem- 
•d'te  wan-ant.    On  the  present  footiog,  it 


was  impossible  for  any  limitation  of  such 
expences  to  bring  relief,  to  the  lower 
classes  of  society.  The  present  system 
-was  a  wrong  one.  It  proceeded  entirely 
on  the  principle  of  granting  a  private  fa- 
vour by  act  of  parliament ;  and  the  man 
who  could  devise  a  good  remedy  for  th^ 
inconveniences  attending  the  present  sys- 
tem, would  confer  a  great  benefit  on  the 
country.  He  supported  the  propositiou 
with  much  force,  but  considered  that  more 
good  was  still  to  be  accomplished. 

Earl  Stanhope  rose,  he  said,  not  to  teach 
divinity  to  aiy  lords  the  bishops,  but 
chiefly  to  oppose  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
law.  He  declared  that  he  would  lay  his 
lordship  flat  upon  his  back,  and  make  him 
tinsay  what  he  had  said  about  the  inter- 
marriages of  the  criminal  parties,,  before 
he  had  done  with  him.  His  lordship  had 
questioned  the  validity  of  those  marriages. 
Why,  then,  were  all  the  children  bastards, 
and  to  lose  their  estates  ?  As  for  the  peo- 
ple at  Doctors'-Commons,  they  were  the 
absurdest  fellows  in  the  world.  What  did 
they  mean  by  a  bond  not  to  do  that  which 
they  had  no  right  to  do  ?  As  to  pecuniary 
penalties,  if  the  lawyers  did  not  like  to 
learn  some  law  from  him,  h^  should  give 
them  a  little  from  Mr.  Dunning,  who  was 
a  very  good  lawyer.  He  was  once  speak- 
ing to  Mr.  Dunning  about  pecuniary  pe- 
nalties for  offences,  and  Mr.  Dunning  gava 
him  a  sort  of  definition  of  a  pecuniary 
penalty.  He  told  him  that  a  pecuniary 
penalty  was  only  the  payment  of  a  sum 
for  d^ing  that  which  was  illegal.  A  man 
paid  the  penalty  (say  20,000/.),  and  then 
he  had  done  no  more  than  he  had  a  right 
to  in  breaking  the  law.  If  the  commons 
rejected  the  clause  proposed  to  be  insert- 
ed, would  their  lordships  be  so  unjust  as 
to  refuse  the  relief  they  thoiight  proper  to 
give  at  first,  merely  to  save  their  standing 
order  ?  Would  not  this  be  individual  in- 
justice for  the  sake  of  a  general  theory  } 
He  had  heard  his  noble  relation  (lord 
Grenville)  make  one  of  the  finest  speeches 
he  ever  heard  in  his  life  against  the  slave 
trade,  which  the  noble  lord  with  the  star 
opposite,  (the  earl  of  Westmoreland), 
thought  was  very  beneficial  to  mankind, 
and  then  his  noble  relation  confuted  thai 
practice,  which  by  his  speech  this  night 
he  actually  supported.  Besides,  could 
not  that  bouse  pass  the  bill  without  tha 
clause  ?  He  should  not  speak  at  length 
because  there  was  so  thin  an  attend anca 
on  so  important  a  subject. 

Tha  Lord  Chancellor  with  great  goo4 
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humour  explained  his  former  observations^ 
and  shewed  the  misconceptions  into  which 
the  noble  earl  had  fallen.  He  was  very 
sorry  that  the  noble  earl  had  misunder- 
stood him;  but  was  much  afraid  they 
should  not  soon  understand  each  other  any 
better. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  supported  the  bill, 
and  lord  Darnley  intertained  a  different 
opinion.  His  lordship  disapproved  of  the 
practice  of  the  courts,  so  much  recom- 
mended by  a  late  noble  and  learned  judge, 
of  giving  heavy  damages  in  cases,  where, 
to  any  honourable  mind^  money  could  be 
no  compensation. 

The  house  then  divided. 

For  Lord  Auckland's  motion     28 
Against  it     ------     12 

Majority  for  the  Standing  Order  16 

Protest  entered  against  the  Standing 
Order  moved  May  2,    that    in   all 
Divorce  Bills  that  are  brought  in  in 
future  there  must  be  a  clause  to  pre- 
vent the  intermarriage  of  the  criminal 
parties. 
Dissentient, — 1st,  Because  the  Resolu- 
tion which  has  been  nK)ved  this  day,  with 
respect  to  Divorce  Bills,  appears  to   us 
founded  merely  on  a  speculation  that  some 
good  may  be  produced   by  it,  when   no 
reasonable  hope  of  success  has  been  held 
out,  from  the  exampe  of  any  other  country 
where  this  has  been  tried.     And  it  appears 
to  us,  that  instead  of  diminishing  tht;  evil 
complained  of,  the  utmost  that  can  be  ex- 
pected from  it  is,  ttiat  it  may  tend  to  con- 
ceal adultery. 

2dly,  Because  we  consider  it  to  be  un- 
wise in  this  house  to  arrogate  to  itself  the 
sole  right  of  legislating  on  this  question, 
and  not  to  allow  the  other  house  of  parlia- 
ment the  power  of  deliberating  upon  so 
material  an  alteration  in  the,  laws  of  Eng- 
land. 

3dly,  Because  the  right  of  making  a 
Standing  Order  upon  a  public  question  on 
which  great  diversity  of  opinion  prevails, 
should  be  exercised  with  great  caution,  and 
must  excite  jealousy  in  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature. 

PoNsoNBY,  Berkeley, 


ROUSE   OF   COMMONS. 


Tuesday,  May  2. 
[Insolvent  Debtors  Bii,l.]  Sir  Tltomoi 
TStrion  rose,  agreeably  to  notice,  to  move 
for  leart  to  bring  m  a  bill  for  ihn  relief  of 


certain  Insolvent  Debtors.  A  bill  of  this 
description  having  recently  passed  for 
Ireland,  the  hon.  baronets  saw  no  reason 
why  the  same  indulgence  shoukl  not  be 
granted  to  the  unfortunate  objects  of  it  in 
this  country.  He  was  sorry  to  say  that  the 
number  of  persons sutlering  from  imprison- 
ment for  debt  at  present  were  not  less 
than  one  third  more  ihin  that  which  in- 
terested the  humanity  of  the  legislature 
upon  the  last  Insolvency  bill.  Those  suf- 
ferers, imleed,  including  the  wives  and 
children,  and  prisoners,  amounted  to  above 
1 8»200  persons ;  many  of  whom  were  en- 
during a  degree  of  misery  which  could 
hardly  be  imagined  by  those  unacquainted 
with  their  situation;  many  of  whom  were 
in  fact;  actually  starving.  But  no  man  ac- 
quainted with  the  world  could  be  quite 
unaware  of  their  circumstances,  and  no 
man  susceptible  of  a  generous  or  just  feel- 
ing could  be  indiilerent  to  their  claims. 
A  conception  had,  he  understood,  pre- 
vailed, that  the  act  of  last  session,  to  faci- 
litate the  relief  of  persons  confined  for 
sums  under  20/.  would  have  the  effect 
of  an  Insolvency  act.  But  nothing  could 
be  a  greater  mistake  ;  for  that  act  extend-* 
ed  to  but  a  very  few  indeed.  For  instance, 
of  389  prisoners  in  the  King's  Bench,  there 
were  only  33  confined  for  a  sum  under 
20/.  Therefore,  that  measure  was  calcu* 
lated  to  aflbrd  very  little  comparative  re- 
lief.— ^The  hon.  baronet  stated,  that  he 
meant  to  propose  an  alteration  in  the  Com- 
mittee upon  this  bill.  Hitherto  the  benefit 
of  an  Insolvency  act  was  confined  to  those 
whose  debts  did  not  exceed  1,500/.;  but 
he  hoped  when  the  difference  in  the  value 
of  money,  combined  with  other  circum- 
stances connected  with  public  distress, 
were  taken  into  con>ideration,'  it  would 
not  be  deemedfinadmissible  to  extend  the 
limit  to  2,000/.  It  was  also  his  intention 
to  introduce  a  new  clause,  extending  the 
advantages  of  the  act  to  privileged  places, 
such  as  the  Isle  of  Man.  Indeed,  he  could 
see  no  reason  why  these  places  should 
not  be  included,  if  the  persons  confined 
in  them  would  come  forward  and  surrender 
their  property  in  the  usual  way,  to  claio^ 
the  benefit  of  the  act. — Af  er  remarking 
upon  some  delays  which  he  complained 
of  having  met  with  in  preparing  his  bi)], 
in  consequence  of  incivility  and  obstruction 
in  certain  offices  of  the  house,  the  honour- 
able baronet  concluded  by  making  his 
motion. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
rise  to  opppse  (he  motiooi  but  to  ob^rvt 
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that  to  guard  against  weh  obstruction  in 
the  progress  of  business  as  the  hon.  bart. 
ailuded  to,  it  might  perhaps  be  proper  to 
have  a  person  appointed  toassist  members  in 
potting  their  bills  into  a  regular  shape  and 
torrn;  but  before  such-  an  appointment 
should  be  made,  it  would^  of  course,  be 
proper  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  sub- 
ject by  a  committee  of  the  house. 

The  Speaker  stated,  that  it  was  the  in- 
variable custom  fcnr  every  member  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  forward  his  own  bill;  still 
if  any  clerk  belonging  to  the  bouse  should 
refuse  to  give  a  member  any  assistance  in 
his  power,  when  asked  to  do  so,  such  con- 
duct would  be  without  excuse.  Whether 
any  officer  should  be  specially  appointed 
to  aid  members  in  drawing  up  their  bills, 
it  would  be  for  the  house  itself  to  consider. 
He  only  stated  the  practice,  and  he  would 
only  add,  that  every  member  must  know 
from  hts  own  experience,  here  and  else- 
where, that  it  was  not  a  thing  of  utter  im- 
practicability for  any  member  to  write  a 
few  sheets  of  paper. — Leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  the  bill. 

[laisH  Bogs  DaAiNiNo  Bill.]  Mr.  Fos- 
ter rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
lor  contriving  the  means  of  draining  and 
reclaiming  the  Bogs  of  Ireland.  That 
this  measure  was  desirable  no  man  ac- 
quainted with  Ireland  could  hesitate  to 
admit,  and  that  it  was  practicable  must  be 
obvious  from  a  consideration  of  the  state 
of  the  Bog  of  Allen,  which  was  the  largest 
Bog  in  Hhat  country.  It  was  ascertained 
through  the  locks  erected  upon  the  canals, 
that  the  solid  earth  wfts  nob  less  than  IbO 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Of  course 
no  doubt  could  exist  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  draining  it.  .  The  object  of  his 
bill  was  to  appoint  commissioners  who 
should  undertake  without  salaries  to  exa- 
mine the  other  Bogs  of  Ireland,  and  to 
suggest  the  means  by  which  they  might 
be  drained,  and  the  interests  of  all  pro- 
prietors conciliated.  The  expence  of  such 
Commissioners  was  not  to  exceed  an  al- 
lowance to  surveyors,  or  the  persons  im- 
mediately employed  in  exploring  the  Bogs. 
As  to  the  benefits  likely  to  result  from  this 
undertaking,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  say  more,  than 
that  half  the  ground  of  those  reclaimed 
Bogs,  converted  to  purposes  of  agriculture, 
would  produce  in  a  year  more  com  than 
had  ever  been  imported  into  Gr^at  Britain 
in  any  one  year,  while  the  other  half 
•woula  grow  more  hemp  and  f]ax>  for  which 
ibe  ground  would  be  pecolitirly  oiAeulatad, 
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than  would  serve  for  the  consumption  ^£ 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  With  suofa 
advants^es  in  view,  he  trusted  that  no  ob* 
jection  could  arise  to  this  motion. 

Afler  a  few  words  from  general  Tarle- 
ton,  the  right  hon.  genu's  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

[MiLiTu  Completion  Bill.]  On  the 
question  for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill. 

Sir  r.  Tkirtan  could  not  suffer  this  bill 
finally  to  pass  through  the  house  without 
giving  it  his  reprehension.  He  could  not 
consent  to  keep  up  a  much  larger  ittanding 
army  than  the  necessity  of  the  times  re- 
quired, and  he  therefore  saw  no  necessity 
tor  adding  to  it  now,  when  there  was  no 
immediate  danger  of  invasion.  As  for 
sending  armies  to  the  continent  to  contend 
against  the  armies  of  France,  he  thought 
that  this  country  was  in  no  situation  to 
cope  by  land  with  France,  and  therefore 
that  we  should  not  attempt  it.  The  an- 
nual expence  of  our  military  force  was 
now  prodigious,  amounting  to  nearly  95 
millions,  while  we  had  in  arms  near 
700,000  men.  He  saw  no  reason  for  such 
a  vast  expenditure  of  money,  or  for  tear- 
ing so  many  men  from  their  ordinary  avo- 
cations. 

Mr.  WiWaforce  bought  that  those  ^- 
neral  declarations  against  standing  armies 
were  very  dangerous  at  the  present  ttro^. 
Experience  ha^  abundantly  proved  that 
it  was  oniy  by  regular  armie^  well  sufl- 
plied,  that  regular  armies  were  to  be 
effectually  resisted.  If  we  wished  for  se- 
curity, we  must  not  refuse  to  pay  for  it. 
He  disapproved  very  much  of  the  language 
which  had  been  held  out  of  doors,  vtiA 
which  went  to  persuade  people  that  this 
was  an  enslaved  country.  For  his  part, 
he  conceived  that  it  was  the  nKMt  free  ttad 
happy  country  in  the  universe,  and  he 
was  thankful  to  providence  for  adsigninrff 
it  as  his  lot  to  be  bom  in  this  country,  and 
in  the  present  times.  A«  to  the  condoet 
of  ministers  with  respect  to  Spain  and  PoN 
tugal,  he  thought  they  were  rather  too  fot- 
ward  than  too  backward  in  the  a^iManee 
they  gave.  This  wa#  an  error,  howcter, 
on  the  right  side,  ai^d  agreeable  to  the 
general  fueling  of  th^  nation. 

Mr.  HawkhB  Browne  was  of  the  satna 
opinion,  and  could  not  agree  with  those 
who  were  against  preparation,  from  the 
supposition  that  invasion  was  not  to  be 
dreaded,  and  that  the  deliverance  of  Ed- 
rope,  or  any  part  of  it,  was  absolutely 
hopeless.      ' 

Mr.  WhAam  ap<^e  in  support  of  thosa 
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military  opinions  tvhich  he  bAd  '  bo  often 
expressed  in  the  house.:  He  could 'not 
•How  that  the  Local  Militia  was  worth  the 
money  it  cost,  or  that  it  would  be  in  any 
way  better  than  the  Training  bill.  There 
were  always  men  enough  in  the  country, 
and  it  appeared  to  him   that   if,  without 

'  going  to  the  expence  of  cloathing  or 
training  them,  they  were  simply  to  be  en- 
rolled and  incorporated   with  the  army, 

1  they  would  be  of  more  use  than  locked 
up  in  such  corps  as  these  under  militia 
officers.  He  could  not  see  why  govern- 
ment now  >yanted  so  large  an  accession 
to  the  army  as  24,000.  Was  it  that  we 
had  suffered  losses  in  Spain   to  any  thing 

-  near  that  amount  ?  ror  was  it,  that  by  their 
alterations  in  the  system  he  had  the  ho- 
nour of  introducing,  that  the  ordinary  re- 
crniting  had  now  become  defective  ?  He 
hoped  that  ministers  did  not  intend  to  send 
Out  expeditions  to  wage  war  against  the 

'  yellow  fever  in  the  West  Indies.  Victories 

.  in  that  part  of  the  world  did  not  increase 
the  confidence  of  our  allies.     He   really 

•  did  not  wish  to  trust  ministers  with  large 
urmies,  until  he  had  some  idea  what  they 

•  meant  to  do  with  them.  The  noble  lord's 
conduct  in  the  disposal  of  our  military 
n^eans,  reminded  him  of  a  remark  applied 
to  one  of  his  predecessoroi  that  money 
HHist  be  employed,  else  it  would  bum  him 
if  kept  in  his  pockets.     Thus  it  was  with 

..the  noble  lord,  give  him  an  increase  of  the 

•  army,  and  he  was  ready  to  throw  it  away 
.  upon  any  trash.     The  right  hon.  member 

then  took  a  review  of  all  the  military  im- 
provements introduced  by  the  noble  lord ; 
and  adverted  to  our  idle  attacks  upon  the 
West  India  islands,  lately  in  the  possession 
of  France.  Was  it  proper  to  make  such 
an  application  of  our  means  for  Sugar 
Islands,,  at  a  moment  when  this  country 
ivas  actually  gorged  with  sugar  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  saw  no  reason  in  the 

'  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to 

.  change  the  wise  system  whixm  parliament 

.bad  adopted.     With  respect  to  the  expe- 

'  dition  against  Martinique,  he  should  say 

that,  independent  of  commercial  advan- 

'lages,  the  exclusion  of  France  from  any 

possession  in  that  quarter  of  the  world, 

r  must  at  least  diminish  the  drafts  of  British 

^troops  teethe  defence  of  ^our  colonial  pos- 

sessions^ 

Mr«  P.  Moore  said,  that  little  as  he  had 

.  fnade  military  matters  his  study,  he  could 

J^ot  help  being  struck  with  the  case  made 

out  this  night  by  the  hon.  baronet  (sir  T. 

•Turton)  and  tha  right  hon.  gientieman 


(Mr*  Windham)  near  him.  He  had  given 
his  best  attention  to  the  whole  debate, 
and  they  had  perfectly  convinced  him  that 
the  present  measure,  as  well  as  the  Local 
Militia  bill,  already  passed,  were  both  un- 
necessary* and  if  necessary,  incompetent 
to  their  objects  while  they  burthened  the 
country  with  an  expence  of  four  millions 
pef  annum,  and  distressed  its  population. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham) 
had  said,  that,  from  the  indiHerence  iti 
which  these  bills  had  passed,  the  coimtry 
seemed  deiad  to  its  true  interests^  Mr. 
Moore  said,  that  it  was  not  the  country^ 
that  was  dead  to  its  interests,  but  it  was 
their  representatives  in  parliamem  who 
were  dead  to  a  true  sense  of  their  duty. 
He  saw  the  measure  was  whally  unne^ 
cessary,  and  to  justify  himself  in  the  opi- 
nion of  his  constituents,  be  would  take  the 
sense  of  the  house  upon  it ;  they  should 
at  least  know  tliat  he  was  at  his  post,  and 
doing  his  duty. 

The  (Jhamxlhr  of  the  Exchequer  said,  the 
bill  had  already  been  so  fuUy  and  fre- 
quently discussed,  that  even  the  rich  and 
fertile  mind  of  the  right  hon.  gent.  Mr. 
Windham  had  not  that  night  been  able  to^ 
advance  any  thing  new  upon  it.  It  was 
not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the 
members  of  that  house,  who  had  listened 
to  so  many  discussion,  and  made  up  their 
minds  on  the  subject,  should  not  think  it 
necessary  to  attend  this  last  stage  of  it. 
It  was  that,  and  not  any  .inattention  to  the 
interests  of  the  public,  that  causefl  so  thin 
a  house  at  that  moment. 

Mr.  H.  Martin  said,  he  thought  the 
great  danger  of  the  country  at  the  present 
crisis  would  arise  from  the  enormous  in- 
crease of  its  expenditure.  The  house 
ought,  therefore,  carefully  to  guard  against 
all  unnecessary  expences ;  and  as  the  pre- 
sent measure  would,  without  any  just 
cause,  add  1,200,000/.  to  the  burdens  of  tlia 
people,  who  were  already  extremely  dis- 
tressed, he  should  ,vote  against  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill. 

A  division  accordingly  took  place. 
For  the  third  reading,  57.  Against  it,  8. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  3. 

[Stamp   Office.] — Mr.  Whitbread,  rc» 

ferring  to  the  accounts  laid   before  the 

house,    of    the    incidental   expences    of 

the  Stamp  Office  departments  in    Eng** 
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land  and  Scotland,  particularly  pointed 
oat  some  items  in  the  accounts  for  Eng- 
land^ which  he  thought  required  in- 
vestigation. There  were  a  number  of 
tiifting 'articles  paid  by  the  commis- 
sioners  ot'  their  own  authority^  which 
h«  thought  required  inrestigation,  such  as 
serrants  wages  to  the  house -keeper,  and 
other  small  sums  amounting  to  between 
300/.  and  400/.  There  was  also  a  consi- 
derable sum  of  upwards  of  2,700/.  yearly 
charged  as  allowances  to  stampers  for 
extra  hours  at  Oct,  per  hour.  He  under- 
stood that  all  the  servants  of  the  otHce 
were  paid  for  their  time.  If  the  salaries 
were  too  small  they  ought  to  beenereased. 
The  only,  and  surely  the  most  economical 
Mray,  to  have  good  servants,  was  to  give 
them  adequate  and  liberal  salaries.  He 
observed  also  a  sum  of.  50L  to  the  ware- 
house-keeper for  an  increase  of  duty. 
All  these  sums  he  conceived  should  be 
made  by  public  grant,  and  not  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  commissioners.  In  Scot- 
land the  items  granted  in  this  way  were 
even  to  a  greater  amount,  and  there  was 
one  item  wAich  appeared  to  him  to  be 
partiealarly  objectionable.  This  was  a 
sum  for  premiums  for  procuring  good 
bills  for  remitting  the  Stamp  Duties  from 
Scotland  to  England.  He  concloded  by 
niovmg  for  an  Account  of  the  mode  of 
managing,  and  Charges  for  managing  the 
Stamp  Duties  in  Scotland  for  the  last  two 
years,  distinguishing  each  particular 
Charge.  Also  for  the  authority  under 
which  the  different  extra  and  incidental 
expences  were  paid  in  luigland  and  Scot- 
land. And  also  for  an  account  of  the  pre- 
mioms  for  procoring  good  bills  for  remit- 
ting the  Stamp  Duties  in  Scotland  to  this 
country. 

Mr.  UudasKm  agreed  that  the  premiums 
for  procuring  good  bills  for  the  purpose 
of  transmitting  the  Duties  from  Scotland 
to  England,  were  an  unnecessary  expenee. 
It  arose  from  this  circumstance,  that  the 
Bills  sent  were  at: ten  instead  of  forty 
or  fifty  days.  It  was  not  neccssary> 
however,  that  the  bilb  should  be  at  ten 
days  date,  and  in  fniure  this  expenee 
would  be  avoided.  Toexpiain  that,  tilt 
now,  the  existenee  -of  this  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  business  was  unknown,  he 
should  move  £or  a  letter  from  G.  Harrison, 
esq.  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Whitbread's  motions,  and  the  ad- 
ditional notion  of  Mr.   Httskisson,  were 
then  pot  and  agreed  to. 
.  [Campaign   in  &»ajn.]     Earl  T<»pU$ 


agreeably  to  notice,  moved  for  copies  of  all 
Communications  to  the  Medical  Board  in 
England  by  the  Medical  Staff  of  our  Array 
in  Spain,  as  to  the  state  of  the  Sick  and 
Wounded  of  that  Army  subsequent  to  their 
landing  in  Spain  ;  and  for  a  Return  of  tha 
amount  of  sick  and  wounded,  who  arrived 
in  this  country  ;  also  for  a  Return  of  tht  '- 
deaths  among  the  sick  and  wounded  in 
that  Army  after  their  return  to  this  coun- 
try. He  grounded  his  motion  on  com- 
plaints said  to  have  been  made,  that  tha 
same  inadequate  equipment  was  to  be 
found  in  the  Medical  Department  as  in 
the  whole  of  the  other  branches  of  that 
army. 

Lord  Casikreagh  opposed  the  motion,  on 
the  grounds  that  there  was  no  precedent 
to  support  it ;  that  there  was  no  occasioa 
fur  it,  as  it  could  produce  no  public  good  ; 
and  that  it  could  not  afibrd  any  adequata 
information  on  the  subject  without  a  com- 
parison  with  the  sick  in  other  armiea 
at  home.  He  had  no  wish  to  disguise, 
that  from  the  great  fatigue  it  had  under- 
gone, tht  army  iH  question  had  had  a 
greater  proportion  of  sick  than  most  other 
armies,  and  that  a  fever  had  prevailed  on 
its  first  landing  in  this  country.  By  tha 
exertion  of  the  medical  men,  however, 
this  had  been  got  under ;  and  he  was 
happy  to  say  that  the  army  was  now  re* 
stored  to  perfect  health.  He  saw  no .  rea«>  < 
son,  therefore,  havine  never  heard  any^ 
complaints  on  the  sunject  alluded  to  hf 
the  noble  lord,  for  departing  from  tha 
general  rule,  particularly  where  a  devia*» 
tion  from  it  was  likely  to  produce  inja« 
rious  rather  than  beneficial  effects. 

Mr.  Wftubread  was  of  opinion,  that' 
where  the  country  incurred  great  expenee 
in  paying  an  Apothecary-General,  and  a 
great  Medical  StaH^  it  became  the  duty  of 
that  house  to  see  that  the  business  for 
which  these  gentlemen  were  paid  was 
properly  attended  to.  He  understood^ 
that  complaints  had  been  made,  not  only 
of  a  deticiency  of  medical  aid  in  thia 
army,  but  also  of  a  deficiency  of  medical 
stores.  'He  admitted  that  our  army  was 
greatly  exposed  to  disease,  both  in  the 
course  of  the  campaign,  and  also  on  its  re- 
turn home,  and  that  the  detail  of  such  dis- 
tresses would  be  disastrous  to  contemplate. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  complaints  were 
made  that  these  disasters  proceeded  from 
a  want  of  medical  aid,  or  from  a  defici- 
ency of  medical  stores,  he  thought  it  im- 
possible for  the  noble  lord  to  refuse  com- 
pliancy with  the  motion. 
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I^rd  Caailercagh  declared,  that  no  such 
complaints  had  ever  come  to  his  ears, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  and  that  this 
w^  the  first  iatimation  he  had  ever  heani 
on  the  subject.  He  pledged  himself  to  en- 
quire into  the  fact. 

General  Tarleion  said,  it  was  true  that 
no  such  return  was  called  £or  vrhen  the 
troops  returned  from  Dunkirk  or  the  Hol- 
der ;  but  then  they  were  by  no  means  so 
numerous  as  those  upon  th^  expeditions 
to  Portugal  and  Spain,  who  also  had  suf- 
fered much  greater  hardxhipi.  As  a  sol* 
dier,  he  rejected  the  assertion  of  the  noble 
lord,  that  such  an  inquiry  had  a  tendency 
to  damp  the  ardour  of  the  troops.  On  thie 
contrary,  nothing  could  more  highly  ex- 
cite that  ardour,  or  more  firmly  attach 
them  to  the  service,  than  to  find  a  strict 
attention  paid  by  their  leaders  to  provide 
for  their  accommodations,  ihetr  comforts> 
and  their  wants.  No  evil  could  result 
fsom  the  enquiry  in  the  present  ease.  If 
the  rumour  was  unfounded,  the  ^llacy 
would  he  proved,  and  the  country  satisfied. 

The  Chtmcellor  qfthe  Excheifuer  could  not 
see  that  the  papers  moved  for  would  throw 
any  material  light  o;i  the  subject.  The 
number  of  those  killed  and  wounded  in  a 
campaign,  or  the  number  who  died  svb- 
8e(juently,  either  of  their  wounds,  or  the 
fatigue  of  a  very  rapid  retreat  in  the  midst 
of  winter>  would  not,  of  itself,  imply  any 
charge  against  the  med.cal  board,  or  me- 
dical assistanu.  The  house  should  be  sa- 
tisfied, or  at  least  have  reason  to  believe, 
that  there  was  some  loss  occasioned  by 
ty#  c  ause,  before  they  instituted  inquiry. 
If,  however,  any  regular  complaint  was 
made  of  actual  loss  from  either  of  those 
cau6e!<,  he  would  allow,  th.<t  it  would  be 
}jrofier  that  there  should  be  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  Freemantie  thought  the  motion  was 
pro|jer  upon  other  grounds.  Jf  any  un- 
usual number  of  men  were  lost  upon  any 
,  expedition,  it  was  necessary  to  find  out 
the  cause.  If,  instead  of  the  blame  at- 
taching to  the  medical  board,  it  was  found 
to  have  proceeded  from  bad  arrangements 
in  the  transport  service,  and  from  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  embarked; 
this  also,  though  afifecting  ministers  more 
than  the  medical  board,  was  a  proper  sub- 
ject of  inquiry,  and  it  was  therefore  neces- 
sary that  the  Tacts  shonid  be  ascertained. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  said,  he  would  not  feel 
comfortable  in  negativing  a  motion  which 
proceeded  tom  an  anxiety  to  inquire  into 
aay  thin^  which  concerned  the  lives  or 
health  of  those  coneerned  in  expediliens.. 


He  knew  that  in  tbe  adminisiratieB  ^i 
lord  Melville,  great  improveigfnts  were 
made  in  the  mode  ^embarking  the  troops, 
which  improvements  he  supposed  were 
still  in  force.  He  hoped,  however,*  thai  iC 
the  motion  were  withdrawal  it  would  he 
perfectly  understood  tba*  the  subject 
would  undergo  a  full  inquiry  out  of  doe.rs. 

Lord  Castkrtagh  s^dj  if  there  had  been 
no  particular  inquiry  hitherto,  upoaohafc 
point,  it  was  because  he  had  never  heaud 
such  a  complaint  made  before ;  end  there 
was  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  paeers  to 
lead  him  to  suspect  any  fault  in  this  de» 
partment.  As  the  subject,  however,  had. 
been  mentioned  in  the  house,  he  should 
make  it  his  business  to  inquire  particularly. 

Earl  Tempk,  in  ooosequence  of  this  pro* 
mise  of  the  noble  lord,  cetnsented  to  wkh* 
draw  his  motbn. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

[Am BBicA— .  Afi Aie  op  tjik  Cbesa* 
PEAKE.}  The  Earl  of  StUcitk  rem  lo  make 
his  promised  motion  relative  to  the  ASSm 
of  the  Chesapeake.  Be  had  long  wished  te 
hear  the  question  brought  forward  by  some 
person  of  more  weight  in  the  heuse ;  tliat 
hope  h^  been  disappointed,  and  CNTcum* 
stances  did  nol  allow  the  subjeet  le  be 
longer  delayed.  In  a  former  negotiation 
to  which  tins  afiBur  had  led,  ministers  hed 
shewn  a  disposition  to  make  impi^eper 
concessions..  A  renewal  of  the  negotiatioa 
being  piobable,  the  interposition  of  tke 
house  became  necessary,  te  prevent  a  Sft- 
cr^ce  of  our  national  honour,  and  with  it 
our  first  nadional  interest,  tJM  msfiiate- 
nance  of  our  maritime  preponderance. 
Nothing,  he  trusted,  was  yet  irrevocably 
coRchidedi  and  an  expression  of  the  sense 
of  the  house  might  prevent  the  eviL 
Under  ^ese  circumstances,  it  was  the 
duty  ef  the  booM  to  ofier  its  ad vioe»  as  the 
hereditary  coaocil  of  the  crowa;  and  the 
house  would  not  abandon  that  pnvikge 
and  that  duty,  notwithstanding  the  neve& 
doctrine  lately  broached,  that  no  subject 
of  discussion  was  fit  to  be  entertained  by 
the  house,  unllsss  ministers  had  given  their 
consent  to  the  enquiry.-^it  was  the  mere 
necessary  to  bring  forward  thisdtscnssfOB^ 
on  accountof  the  raisapprehensiona  which 
prevailed  as  to  the  real  state  of  the  case. 
It  was  a  matter  of  notoriety,  that  admiral 
Berkeley  hailing  intelligence  that  certain 
British  deserters  were  onboard  the  Ameri* 
oan^fingate,  gave  ordeMta  demand  thfir 
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fUientioQ,  and  in  Q9tm  of  reiUtance  lo 
seareb  foi  tb«m  by  force.  It  was  w«ll 
knowQ  that  our  goverament  bad  imiDedi- 
ately  disavowed  ibis  act,  and  offered  to 
make  reparation  for  it.  Tbeir  conduct  in 
ibis  resect  bas  met  witb  little  aninad* 
Teflon.  Tbe  attack  had  been  considered 
as  aa  uAwarrantable  aggressioii :  bat  it 
could  only  be  considered  in  that  light 
from  a  total  inattention  to  tbe  circmn* 
stances  which  led  to  it — circumstances  of 
wbicb  the  public  do  not  seem  to  haye  been 
fully  informed.  The  question  has  been 
stated  as  if  it  rested  entirely  upon  the  right 
of  searching  neutral  ships^  and  it  has  been 
laid  down  as  incontestible,  thai  this  right 
does  not  extend  to  national  tessels  com- 
missioned by  a  neutral  state.  Admitting 
this,  howoTer,  on  what  does  the  distinc- 
tion rest  between  national  and  -privale 
ships?  It  cannot  be  contended  that  to 
seduce  away  deserters,  though  a  yiolation 
of  oitf  national  rights  when  doae  by  a 
priyale  individual,  is  no  offimcc  from  per- 
sons ia  the  immediate  employmeat  of  a 
goremment.  But  in  this  ease  the  gOTera- 
ment  being  anfwerable  for  the  coadoct  of 
its  servants,  is  presumed  to  be  wiUiag,  on 
proper  application,  to  redress  the  wrong 
and  punish  the  offeoder.  It  is  because 
there  is  no  sach  meant  of  redress  in  the 
oase  of  private  oflSenders,  ^at  it  must  be 
taken  by  sqmaary  means.  But  if  a  go* 
Temment  refuses  to  redress  notorious  wrong 
oommitted  by  their  servants  against  the 
richts  of  another  coantry,  they  are  guilty 
o*  an  act  of  hostility  ;  they  have  given 
juatifiable  cause  of  war ;  the  grounds  of 
the  distinction  in  favour  of  the  national 
oommissioa  are  done  away ;  and  redress 
must  be  sought  by  tbe  same  summary 
means  as  in  tbe  case  of  individuals.  The 
American  government  put  itself  decidedly 
into  this  predicament.  The  officers  em- 
ployed in  fitting  out  the  Chesapeake  frU 
f^itM  received  and  protected  men  noto* 
lioosly  deserters  from  the  British  navy. 
Komerona  applioaticms  from  tbeir  officers 
were  refiised  or  evaded ;  and  the  Ameri- 
oftB  government,  when  applied  to  by  our 
oonaul  and  envoy,  would  give  no  redress. 
— 'Lord  Selkirk  entered  into  a  detail  of 
&ct8  in  proof  of  these  assertions.  Rat^ 
fiord,  one  of  tbe  dt>serter8  seissed  on  board 
the  Chesapeake^  was  afterwards  seized  at 
Halifax,  whenitwjis  clearly  proved  that  be 
wad  several  others  had  deserted,  under  cir- 
cmnstanees aggravated  by  mutiny,  and  had 
been  received  the  very  next  day  at  Nor- 
Mk  in  Yirginjia  aa  Beoraiu  for  the  Ameri* 


can  service.  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
American  officer,  they  entered  themselves 
by  &lse  names ;  and  this  officer,  wben  ap« 
plied  to  by  tbe  captain  and  the  British 
ooBsul«  pretended  to  know  of  no  such 
men,  though  they  had  been  seen  parading 
openly  under  the  American  flag,  in  sight 
of  the  British  officers,  who  cflenS  to  point 
them  out.  Every  application  was  evaded 
with  shamefiil  prevarication;  nor  were} 
these  confined  to  officers  of  inferior  rank.| 
Two  othera  of  the  des^ers  taken  out  of 
the  Chesapeake,  made  voluntary  confes-: 
sion  at  Halifax,  in  which  they  declared 
that  commodore  Barron  had  promised  to 
protect  them,  **  thooah  they  were  de- 
serters from  an  Engnsh  man  of  vrar," 
and  yet  the  answer  of  commodore  Barron 
to  captain  Humphries  of  the  Leopard, 
when  he  demanded  the  deserters,  was, 
that  he  knew  of  none  such  being  on  board. 
Retford  was  proved  and  acknowledged 
himself  to  be  l>orn  in  London ;  yet  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  the  pro- 
clamation  issued  after  the  attack  on  the 
Chesapeake,  asserts,  that*'  it  had  been  as*1 
certained  that  the  men  demanded  were  na- \ 
tive  born  Americans.''  It  was  repeatedly 
professed  that  orders  had  been  given  to  en- 
list no  Britbh  deserters ;  and  yet  alter  the 
trial  of  Ratf(»d  had  clearly  proved  tbat  this 
order  had  not  been  obeyed,  no  inquiry  was 
ever  instituted  into  the  conduct  of  their 
officers.  This  alone  was  sufficient  to  make 
the  American  government  a  party  to  tbe 
oflence.  But  Uiere  was  further  ground  ta 
believe  that  they  bad  all  along  connived  at 
it.  The  Britisb  consul  in  Virginia  had  for- 
warded to  Mr.  Erskine  a  statement  of  the 
desertion  of  Ratford  and  his  associates, 
with  a  description  of  their  persons,  by 
which  Ratford  in  particular  might  have 
been  identified  with  perfect  ease  and  cer- 
tainty. These  documents  must  of  course 
have  been  communicated  to  the  American 
government  by  Mr.  Erskine,  whi<:h  would 
appear  if  thi^  correspondence  were  pro- 
duced. Taking  the  v^hole  circumstan*  es 
together,  nothing  could  be  more  absurd 
^an  to  treat  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake 
as  an  unprovoked  outrage.  A  palpable 
ofience  had  been  committed  against  our 
national  rights,  and  all  redress  being  re- 
fused, there  was  no  alternative  left,  but  to 
take  it  into  our  own  bands.  It  is  objected, 
indeed,  that  by  the  onlers  he  gave,  u(tmi- 
ral  Berkeley  went  beyond  his  power  and 
his  ju4t  province,  taking  upon  himself  to 
decide  questk>n9  ofpeace  or  war.  This, 
however,  cannot  aSed  the  question  be* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3*r]      PARL.  DEBATES,  Mat  4,  lB(i9.^Ameri4:ii^AJfair  qf  ^  CkeMpeaie.      [J48 


twe^n  the  two  nations.  Admiral  Berke- 
ley did  no  more  than'  his  government 
had  a  jost  right  to  order  him  to  do  ; 
whether  he  acted  by  previous  orders  or 
not>  could  only  be  a  question  between 
him  and  his  own  government.  Nothing 
bad  been  done  by  Britain  against  Ame- 
fica,  more  than  the  conduct  of  America 
had  i'uUy  justified.  That  -was  not  a  proper 
case  for  the  offer  of  reparation ;  if  any 
were  due,  it  would  be  from  that  govern- 
ment which  had  encouraged  its  officei-s  in 
a  voluntary  infringement  of  our  national 
rights.  To  make  an  oOer  of  reparation>  in 
the  unqualified  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  made^  was  equivalent  to  an  admission, 
that  the  Americans  had  been  guilty  of  no 
ofieace ;  in  other  words,  that  their  govern- 
ment might  seduce  away  our  men  without 
question ;  or  that,  if  such  acts  were  covered 
with  a  sufficient  coat  of  prevarication  and 
felsehood,  no  other  satisfaction  would  be 
required.  .  To  acquiesce  in  such  conduct 
could  only  lead  to  further  provocations : 
and  if  this  needed  any  proof,  it  would  be 
found  in  the  circumstance,  that  at  the  very 
time  when  the  American  officers  in  Vir- 
ginia were  enticing  away  British  deserters, 
the  civil  power  in  Maryland  was  employ^ 
ed  to  aid  the  officers  of  a  French  ship  to 
recover  some  of  theirs.  Much  has  been 
said  of  the  provocations  given  to  America 
by  the  British  government,  yet  what  com- 
parison can  the  utmost  exaggeration  make 
between  those  provocations  which  Ame- 
Tica  resents  so  vehemently  when  coming 
from  Britain,  and  those  to  which  she  has 
quietly  submitted  from  France.  The 
French  government,  however,  has  at  least 
had  the  merit  of  being  uniform  and  con- 
sistent; while  the  vacillating  and  unsteady 
policy  of  Britain,  leading  the  Americans 
to  expect  the  most  extravagant  conces- 
sions, is  the  real  cause  of  their  violence 
against  us.  The  present  ministers  had 
shewn  a  more  steady  resistance  to  these 
demands^  than  on  many  former  occasions ; 
and  so  far  at  least  their  conduct  had  cer- 
tainly been  advantageous  to  the  country. 
—Upon  the  facts  already  stated,  lord  Sel- 
kirk argued,  that  sufficient  grounds  had 
been  laid  for  an  address  to  the  throne  to 
state  the  opinion  of  the  house,  that  satis- 
faction ought  to  be  demanded  from  the 
American  government,  for  the  conduct  of 
their  officers,  in  seducing  deserters  from 
bis  majesty's  naval  service.  That  propo- 
sition rested  on  the  acknowledged  princi- 
()le8  of  the  l^i^g^nations.  But  the  ques- 
tion was  closeTycoiinected  with  tha  gene- 


ral maritime  rigbts  of  Great  Britain ;  rights 
which  were  to  be  maintained  on  much 
broader  srounds.  The  claim  of  this  king- 
dom to  the  dominion  of  the  seas  has  been 
treated  by  some  of  the  highest  authorities 
on  the  law  of  nations,  as  altogether  untena*- 
ble,  and  is  still  looked  upon  by  many  en- 
lightened men  as  a  fanciful  creation  of  vul- 
gar prejudice.  But  the  circumstances  of  the 
world  have  so  completely  changed  within 
the  last  twenty  years,  that  the  reasonings 
of  Grotius  and  ruffendorf  are  no  longer 
applicable  to  the  existing  state  of  things. 
On  the  very  principles  laid  down  by  these 
eminent  writers,  there  is  now  ground  for 
asserting,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  a 
paramount  right  of  jurisdiction  over  the 
ocean,  founded  on  the  same  principles  oa 
which  any  other  legitimate  sovereignty 
can  be  claimed  ;  on  the  principle  that  al- 
legiance and  protection  are  reciprocal  du- 
ties. The  British  navy  is  the  power  which 
alone  protects  the  freedom  of  the  seas.  A 
gigantic  u^rpation  has  overpowered  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  pursues  its  law- 
less course  towards  universal  empire,  seU 
tin^  at  defiance  all  the  restraints  of  justice 
and  morality  ;  and  were  it  not  checked 
by  the  naval  power  of  Great  Britain^ 
would  assuredly  be  as  tyrannical  at  sea- as 
at  land.  The  former  conduct  of  France 
towards  America  itself  is  a  sufficient  proof 
of  this.  The  Americuis  cannot  have  ibr-^ 
got  the  rapme,  violenoe,  and  insult  of .  the 
French  cruizers  from  the  year  1797  to 
1799.  The  French  government,  now  the 
champion  of  the  liberty  of  the  seas,  then* 
set  up  against  neutral  commerce  preten- 
sions the  most  monstrous,  and  in  a  state  of 
professed  peace  exercised  unheard-of  dt* 
predations  on  the  American  commerce* 
Every  vessel  which  contained  a  single  ap» 
ticle  of  British  produce  or  manufacture  was 
condemned  as  prize,  with  all  its  cargo. 
On  this  and  other  such  pretences,  without 
a  shadow  of  right,  depredations  were  com- 
mitted to  the  extent  of  20  or  30  millions  of 
dollars.  In  less  than  two  years  at  least 
300  American  ships  had  in  this  way  been 
condemned,  for  all  which  no  reparatkia 
has  to  this  day  been  made.  The  American 
government  submitted,  without  venturing 
upon  one  act  of  retaliation ;  and  at  length 
concluded,  in  1 800,  a  treaty  with  France^ 
in  which  the  adjustment  of  the  sums 
mutually  due  and  claimed,  is  put  off  to  a 
more  convenient  opportunity.  These  cap- 
tares  were  accompanied  by  every  species 
of  cruelty  and  insult.  American  captains 
were  confined  in  irons,  flogged,  and  evf  a 
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tortured.  These  facts  rest  on  no  doubtful ' 
authority.  Mr.  King,  their  ambassador  at 
London,  himself  attests  the  case  of  an  Ame- 
rican captain,  on  whose  hands  he  saw  the 
marks  of  the  thumb-screws.  To  alt  this, 
thou^  continued  for  several  years,  the 
American  government  was  obliged  to  sub- 
mit ;  and  if  they  are  not  stilt  under  the 
necessity  of  submitting  to  such  treatment, 
it  is  the  British  navy  which  protects  them. 
All  other  neutrals  are  in  the  same  predica- 
menr.  Not  one  of  them  would  be  able  to 
maintain  their  own  rights  against  the  power 
of  France.  While  tha  splendid  victories 
of  our  navy  have  invested  this  nation  with 
power  to  dictate  the  laws  which  are  to  go- 
vern the  ocean,  nothing  is  wanted  but  a 
just  and  equitable  exercise  of  this  power  to 
put  it  on  the  same  footing  with  any  *other 
legitimate  jurisdiction.  It  is  no  less  for  our 
interest  than  our  honour  to  obviate  every 
probability  of  its  being  exerted  unjustly. 
The  dominion  of  the  seas,  for  which  we 
ought  to  contend,  is  not  the  mere  vague 
ascendancy  of  superior  force — an  ascen- 
dancy which,  being  exercised  without  rule, 
may  occasionally  be  absurd,  but  a  regular, 
systematic,  organized  sovereignty,  under 
which  we  ought  to  give  to  the  commerce 
of  all  maritime  independent  nations  the 
same  protection  as  to  our  own,  but  with 
the  express  condition  of  their  concurring 
with  us  in  the  measures  which  are  necessary 
for  the  maintenance  of  that  naval  power, 
which  is  the  last  stay  of  the  liberties  of  the 
world.  Upon  these  principles,  the  British 
naval  power  might  be  rendered  the  basis 
of  a  grand  maritime  confederacy,  under 
which  the  commercial  rights  of  the  asso- 
ciated states  might  be  clearly  defined  and 
aecwed  against  all  interfuption.  To  such 
nations  as  are  disposed  to  enter  frankly 
into  these  views,  every  commercial  advan- 
tage»  which  we  can  bestow,  ought  freely 
to  be  communicated.  Those  countries,  on 
the  other  hand,  which  are  under  the  con- 
troul  of  our  antagonist,  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed to  navigate  a  ship.  If  it  be  not  an 
idle  fancy  now  to  think  of  peace  with 
Fraiice,  the  only  condition  on  which  it  can 
be  concluded  with  any  appearance  of 
safety,  is  that  of  her  absolute  renunciation 
of  all  rights  on  the  sea,  the  surrender  or 
destruction  of  her  ships  of  war,  and  the 
assured  renewal  of  hostilities  when  the  first 
bolt  is  driven  into  a  new  one.  On  this 
principle,  a  system  of  foreign  policy,  wor- 
thy of  the  British  nation,  may  yet  be  built; 
•and  on  this  system  alone,  can  we  expect 
to  form  a  counterpoise  to  the  overgrown 


power  of  France  on  the  continent  of  Eu* 
rope.  Next  to  the  establishment  of  an  ef- 
fectual system  of  military  defence  atbome, 
this  is  the  most  important  object  oi'  our  po- 
licy; and  one,  in  competition  with  which 
no  commercial  advantage  deserves  a  mo* 
mentis  consideration.  It  is  high  time  to 
act  systematically  on  this  views  to.  assert 
and  maintain  our  maritime  sovereignty,  to 
lay  down  just  and  impartial  laws,  not  to 
allow  any  nation  in  the  world  to  navigate 
a  ship  except  in  compliance  with  them. 
With  respect  to  America,  we  have  no  com^ 
mercial  interest  that  should  be  an  obstacle 
to  amicable  arrangements ;  but  if  the  great 
objects  of  maritime  power  and  defence,  in- 
volving the  very  existence  of  Britain,  are 
to  be  sacrificed  for  paltry  commercial  ad- 
vantages, disgrace  will  be  our  portion,  and 
ultimate  ruin  will  be  the  consequence.  If 
America  be  inclined  to  enter  into  treaty  in 
a  spirit  truly  friendly,  there  is  little  to  be 
settled ;  but  let  her  embargoes  and  non- 
intercourse  acts  continue,  till  she  explicitly 
recognizes  the  British  sovereignty  of  the 
seas. — Lord  Selkirk  concluded  with  mov- 
ing an  Address: — "  Humbly  submitting 
to  his  majesty  the  opinion  of  the  house, 
that  in  any  arrangement  which  may  be 
entered  into,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
differences  subsisting  l^etween  his  majesty 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  it  is  es- 
sential to  the  honour  of  the  British  nation, 
that  full  satisfaction  should  be  made  by 
the  American  government,  for  the  conduct 
of  their  officers  in  receiving  and  protecting 
deserters  from  his  majesty's  nav^L^ervice, 
and  particularly  those  entered  for  the  Ame- 
rican frigate  Chesapeake,  in  the  year 
1807." 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  going  at  length  into 
all  the  arguments  of  the  noble  earl  who 
brought  forward  the  present  motion.  He 
should  occupy  a  small  portion  of  their 
lordships'  time,  because  the  same  reason 
which  he  had  assigned  for  refusing  the  pa- 
pers moved  for  by  the  noble  earl,  particu- 
larly applied  upon  the  present  occasion. 
The  fact  was,  certain  differences  did  exist 
between  his  majesty's  government  and  the 
United  States,  and  a  negociation  had  been 
commenced  for  the  purpose  of  their  adjust- 
ment, which  was  not  yet  brought  to  its 
final  issue.  Now,  the  motion  of  the  noble 
earl  called  upon  that  hous^  to  interpose 
and  give  advice  to  his  majesty,  pending 
the  negociation,  and  they  were  called  upon 
to  do  this,  without  knowing  all  the  cir- 
ctimstances,  or  even  the  state  in  wlu^h  tb» 
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negopation  existed.  This  was  a  parti- 
cular province  and  department  of  the  royal 
prerogative,  and  he  would  submit  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  how  far  they 
would  act  properly  or  judiciously,  in  thus 
interposing  their  advice,  without  any  clear 
knowledge  upon  the  subject  He  was  not 
a  little  surprised  that  a  motion  of  this  na- 
ture should  have  been  brought  forward  by 
any  noble  lord ;  for  if  any  interposition 
*  whatever  ought  to  have  been  moved  for,  it 
should  rather  have  been  that  his  majesty 
would  inform  the  house  with  respect  to  the 
progress  and  state  of  the  nesociation. 
Unknown  to  the  noble  earl  (Selkirk,)  his 
majesty's  ministers  had  acted  in  the  very 
manner  which  he  had  thought  proper  to 
point  out :  they  had  made  satisfaction  to 
the  Americans,  by  declarinfi^  the  conduct 
of  the  English  officer  unjustifiable,  but  un- 
der certain  conditions,  that  the  American 
government  should  also  make  reparation 
ror  the  conduct  of  their  officers.  It  was 
his  duty  not  to  say  how  the  affitir  exactly 
stood ;  nor  was  he  disposed  to  go  more  at 
length  into  the  merits  of  the  question. 
With  respect  to  what  the  noble  earl  had 
stated  concerning  our  maritime  rights,  he 
should  also  decline  embracing  the  discus- 
sion, because  it  was  a  field  of  considerable 
extent;  at  the  sam^  time,  he  could  not  re- 
frain from  remarking,  that  the  doctrine 
hnd  down  was  new,  and  a  great  part  of  it 
Tery  strange  to  his  mind.  He  had  only  to 
observe,  that  the  situation  of  the  United 
States  and  this  country  was  such  as  justly 
precluded  his  majesty  from  making  any 
communication,  in  Jhe  present  state  of  the 
negociation ;  and  he  was  iqduced  to  be- 
lieve their  lordships  would  agree  with  him 
in  opposing  the  motion. 

Viscount  SidmoHih  thought  it  his  duty 
to  trouble  the  house  with  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  question  under  consideration ; 
and  in  doing  so,  he  should  take  up  a  very 
small  portion  of  their  time.  He  certainty 
concarred  with  a  great  part  of  what  had 
been^tated  by  the  noble  Secretary,  but  he 
<oit1d  not  accord  with  the  proposition  thalt 
it  was  unusual  or  unprecedented  for  that 
house  or  the  other  bouse  of  parliament  to 
interpose  their  advice  to  his  majesty  pend- 
ing a  negociation.  He  could  adduce 
several  instances  where  such  had  been  the 
conduct  of  parliament.  Instances  orcur^ 
ytd  ifl  the  reigns  of  William  and  M«ry, 

ren  Amie,  George  I.,  and  Genrge  H; 
iTtyf  sach  an  interpolation  had  been 
mada  to  queen  Arnie,  desiring  her  majesty 
W^  !•  oiak*  Mace  wulm  the  Spanish 


monarchy  aind  dominions  in  the  Indiea 
should  be  restored  to  the  house  of  Austria. 
Therefore  he  was  well  convinced  it  was 
aereeabJe  to  the  constitution,  ^  give  ad- 
vice to  his  majesty  pending  a  negociatioo» 
and  in  doing  so  they  did  not  exercise  the 
prerogative  itself,  but  only  gave  their  ad- 
vice that  it  might  be  duly  exercised.  In 
regard  to  the  preient  motion,  he  did  not 
concur  with  the  noble  earl  (Selkirk,)  that 
the  nature  of  circumstances  called  for  or 
required  that  bouse  to  interpose  its  advice 
on  the  present  occasion.  '  That  noble  earl 
had  spoken  at  considerable  length  upon 
the  maritime  rights  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  opinions  which  he  entertained  no 
doubt  proceeded  from  a  comprehensive 
and  enlightened  mind ;  but  they  did  not 
warrant  him  in  giving  them  his  approba- 
tion. '  He  was  not  disposed  to  raise  our 
naval  superiority  into  a  Sovereignty  of  the 
Seas ;  be  thought  it  was  sufficient  for  us  to 
maintain  that  superiority,  by  recognizing 
the  maritime  rights  of  other  nations.  That 
superiority  would  be  best  strengthened 
and  the  longest  maintained,  by  exercis- 
ing it  upon  principles  of  justice  and 
equity ;  by  attending  strictly  to  which, 
we  should  be  the  best  enabled  to  increase 
our  own  prosperity. 

The  £arl  of  Liverpool  wished  to  explain, 
that  he  had  not  meant  to  say,  it  was  on* 
precedented  for  parliament  to  intefpose 
Its  advice  pending  a  negociation,  bi^t  that 
it  was  unprecedented  so  to  interpose  its 
advice,  until  the  house  had  arrived  at  a 
knowledge  of  the  progress  and  state  d 
the  negociation. 

Viscount  Sidmouih  continued  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  there  were  instances  where 
parliament  had  interposed  its  advice  with^ 
out  knowing  the  state  of  the  negociation. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  earl  of  Se^ 
kirk  in  reply,  the  motion  was  put  and  iio- 
gatived  without  a  division. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

ThurstU^pMay  4« 
[CotoNEL  Ogle.]  Lord  FMesione  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  stating  to  the  bouse^ 
that  when  he  first  moved  for  the  Papers 
now  on  the  table  relative  to  colonel 
Ogle's  Levy,  he  had  applied  to  the  cotn 
duct  of  that  gentleman  some  strong  terms;; 
amon^  others,  that  he  had  been  guilty  df 
perjury,  fraud,  aild  forgery.  Since  thai 
i»e,  from  further  inquiry,  found  that  he  was 
m  error,  and  that  no  such  serious  charffe 
was  attributable  to  colonel  Ogle.      He 
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therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to  declare  to  the 
house  the  error  he  had  fallen  into,  parti- 
cularly as  colonel  Ogle  had  expressed  a 
Tery  anxious  desire  that  such  an  explana- 
tion should  take  place  where  the  charge 
had  originated.  As  to  the  remainder  of 
what  he  had  stated^  he  did  not  mean  now 
to  retract  He  concluded  by  moving  for 
th^  copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Merry  of 
the  War  Office  to  Mr.  Humphreys,  dated 
4^h  October^  1808,  respecting  colonel 
Ogle's  levy. — ^This  paper  was  accordingly 
granted. 

[Mr.  Curwen's  Parliamentary  Reform 
Bill],  Mr.  Cttrxven  rose  and  spobe  as 
follows:  Mr.  Speaker;  the  question  of 
which  I  have  given  notite,  and  am  now 
called  on  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
the  house,  is  as  important  as  any  recently 
brought  under  their  consideration.  It  is 
not  without .  the  deepest  regret  I  feel  my- 
self compelled  to  adve'rt  to  the  existence 
of  practices  derogatory  to  the  honour  and 
reputation  of  this  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture. I  shall  not  disguise  my  full  convic- 
tion that  heavy  responsibility  attaches  to 
the  agitating  unnecessarily,  at  such  a  cri- 
sis, measures  by  which  the  feelings  of  the 
people  may  be  still  more  irritated  :  when 
I  consider  the  dangers  and  difficulties  to 
which  the  country  is  exposed,  I  am  ready 
likewise  to  admit  that  the  present  moment, 
if  the  choice  was  open  to  us,  would  be  the 
least  proper  for  such  an  investigation.  In 
common  with  other  gentlemen,  I  feel  it  to 
be  the  bounden  duty  of  us  all,  whatever 
may  be  our  political  sentiments,  to  pro- 
mote union,  and  give  efficacy  to  every 
measure  calculated  for  the  general  safety 
and  defence  of  the  country. 

With  this  declaration  of  my  sentiments, 
I  feel  that  I  am  bound  to  make  out  such 
a  case  as  shall  show  that  greater  danger 
may  arise  from  neglecting  to  discuss  the 
questions  proposed  to  be  laid  before  the 
house,  than  can  arise  from  their  discus- 
sion. Is  it  policy,  or  wisdom,  nay  is  it 
possible  for  us,  to  be  inattentive  or  passive 
spectators  of  what  is  passing  amongst  our 
fellow  subjects  ?  Can  that  be  termed  mag- 
nanimity which  disregards  the  voice  of 
the  people  resounding  from  every  quarter 
of  the  empire  ?  Are  not  the  interests  of 
the  nation  deeply  involved  in  the  estima- 
tion and  respect  in  which  this  house  stands 
with  the  people  ?  Could  there  be  a  greater 
misfortune  te  the  country  than  the  loss  of 
confidence  in  the  commons  ?  To  us,  then, 
are  attributed  the  corruption,  the  prodiga- 
lly, and  waste  of  public  mdiey  :  we  are 
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charged  in  participating  in  it ;  the  defects 
in  our  representation  are  pointed  at  as  the 
source  of  all  these  evih  ;  and  we  are  call- 
ed on  to  reform  these  abuses. — If  these 
charges  be  false  and  unfounded,  ought  we 
not  to  refute  them  ?  If  true  ;  ought  they 
not  to  be  corrected  ?  Let  us  act  betimes, 
whilst  we  have  yet  the  power  of  fixing 
the  time  and  the  degree  to  ^  hich  regula- 
tion ought  to  extend.  If  abuses  have 
crept  in  amongst  us  ;  and  in  truth,  they 
are  too  notorious  and  self-evident  to  be 
denied  ;  let  us  proceed  gravely  and  dis- 
passionately to  examine  their  (irigin  and 
nature,  and  to  apply  eftVctu  il  remedies. 
Whatever  we  now  do,  will  be  received  by 
the  country  as  a  boon  ;  ai.d  may  restore' 
unanimity.  Wide  as  the  field  is,  I  pro- 
mise the  house  not  to  occupy  more  of  their 
time  than  is  necessary  to  the  faithfully 
discharging  of  an  important  duly. 

My  first  object  shall  be  to  endeavour- to 
prove  the  propriety  of  bringing  forward 
the  measure  at  this  moment,  as  a  justifica- 
tion for  myself,  a^  well  as  a  ground  to  call 
on  the  house  for  their  sanction.  W  blame 
does  attach,  it  is  imputable  solely  to  my- 
self: besides  my  worthy  friend,  one  of 
the  members  for  Norfolk,  (Mr.  Coke), 
whose  absence  I  regret,  my  intention  of 
submitting  this  question  to  the  house  was 
not  communicated  to  an  individual  till  I 
gave  notice  of  it. — It  will  not  be  denied 
that  it  is  at  all  times  the  duty  of  the  exe- 
cutive government  to  pay  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  temper  and  feelings  of  th« 
people  ;  and  to  note  well  any  material  al- 
terations which  may  take  place.  To  this 
important  duty  I  am  strongly  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite, 
has  not  been  sufficiently  attentive.  Prior 
to  certain  recent  discussions,  there  was 
manifested  throughout- the  country,  an  un- 
usual apathy  and  torpid  indifference  to 
public  men  and  public  measures.  Whilst 
such  a  deviation  from  British  character  ex- 
isted, the  people  could  not  be  considered 
in  a  healthy  state.  A  calm  so  unnatural 
in  the  political  world,  ought  to  have  ex- 
cited alarm,  as  foreboding  an  approaching 
storm  :  the  causes  of  it  are  however  not 
difficult  to  develope.  A  general  disgust 
and  disbelief  of  the  existence  of  virtue  in 
all  public  men  had  taken  root.  Corrup- 
tion had  destroyed  ail  public  confidence. 
But  at  length,  the  discussions  which  have 
recentty  taken  place  in  this  house,  have 
awakened  fresh  hopes  in  the  people,  and 
tended  to  revive  their  confidence.  They 
perceive  that  there  dtill    exist    in    this 
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house,  talents  and  numbers  to  contend 
against  abuses. — ^The  Chancellojr  of  the 
^chequer  is  not,  I  trust,  among  those 
who  ascribe  the  general  feeling  which  per- 
vades the  country  to  a  Jacobinical  plot  to 
.vilify  and  degrade  the  house  of  Brunswick. 
If  he  does,  he  libels  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. Much  is  it  to  be  regretted  that  the 
decision  pronounced  by  this  house  on  the 
important  subject  alluded  to,  was  so  little 
in  unison  \yith  that  pronounced  by  nine- 
ty-nine out  of  a  hundred  of  the  people. 
The  general  opinion  is,  doubtless,  that  it 
was  by  the  public  voice  the  Commander 
in  Chief  was  driven  to  resignation :  but 
their  exultation  does  not  proceed  from  any 
idea  of  triumph  over  this  house.  No,  Sir. 
This  burst  of  feeling  proceeds  from  a  sen- 
timent more  worthy  of  the  people.  De- 
spondency has  now  given  way  to  more 
pleasing  emotions  :  hope  is  again  cherish- 
ed (and  may  that  hope  meet  with  no  dis- 
appcintnient)  that  a  speedy  Reform  of 
abuses  is  approaching.  On  this  house 
then,  it  depends  to  convert  this  feeling  to 
the  wisest  and  best  purposes.  Can  it.  be 
pretended  that  these  feelings,  publicly  ex- 
pressed, are  the  effect  of  delusion,  of  arti- 
fice, or  intrigue  ?  It  is  well  worth  our  at- 
tention to  examine  how  the  meetings  have 
been  composed  ;  as  well  as  the  language 
in  which  their  Resolutions  have  been 
worded.  It  will  be  found  that  they  have 
consisted  of  the  respectable  part  of  the 
Community;  of  men  attached  to  the  con- 
stitution, firm  supporters  of  the  throne  ; 
not  hostile  to  the  administration  of  the 
right  hon.  gent.,  or  friendly  to  those  op- 
posed to  him.  In  their  expressions  will 
be  found  nothing  to  justify  alarm,  except 
in  the  m.inds  of  those  who  profit  by  abuses. 
Invariably  they  point  at  these  abuses,  and 
at  the  defects  in  this  house,  as  their 
source.  By  timely  Reform  you  will  turn 
the  tide  of  popular  feeling,  and  convert  it 
into  increased  affection  and  attachment  to 
the  constitution.  It  is  true  dignity  to  re- 
sist, when  right  and  justice  are  on  our 
aide :  but  it  is  obstinacy^  and  madness  to 
identify  our  existence  with  abuses  which 
we  can  neither  dqny  nor  defend. — The 
measures,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  I.  have  to 
submit  to  the  house,  are  calculated  to  re- 
novate, not  to  alter  any  tbiog  in  the  exist- 
ing establishment.  I  do  not  propose  to 
dislodge  one  stone  in  the  building  ;  but  to 
examine  whether  through  the  lapse  'of 
time  its  foundation  may  not  have  need  of 
reparation  ;  and  to  submit  to  your  consi- 
lleratiou,  a.  Wpde  of  effecting  that  repara- 


tion, which  if  much  longer  neglected  will 
bring  into  danger  the  whole  fabric. 

Before  I  explain  my  proposition,  I  would 
beg  the  indulgence  of  the  house  for  a 
moment,  whilst  taking  a  rapid  view  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  former  Re- 
forms have  been  attempted.  Nearly  about 
the  conclusion  of  the  American  war,  Mr* 
Pitt  made  his  first  proposition. — ^The  agri- 
culture of  the  country  was  then  depressed; 
our  commerce  stagnant;  taxes  augment- 
ed ;  and  all  rational  hope  of  success  in  the 
contest,  vanished.  An  opposition  the  most 
respectable  in  character,  talents,  and  weight 
of  property,  failing  in  every  attempt  to 
convince  this  housc^  appealed  to  the  peo- 
ple :  they  succeeded  in  raising  a  general 
cry  for  Peace  and  Reform.  By  driving 
the  minister  from  the  helm,  they  obtained 
the  former.  Reform  they  would  have  ob- 
tained, had  Mr.  Pitt  maintained  his  con- 
sistency. This  house  received  his  propo- 
sition with  considerable  favour.  In  the 
progress  of  time,  however,  the  political 
horizon  brightened  ;  our  difiicuities  were 
removed ;  and  the  minister,  finding  the 
facility  with  which  he  could  govern  on 
the  old  system,  fled  from  his  promises, 
and  abandoned  his  former  supporters.  Un* 
fortunate  was  it  for  his  country,  that  he 
thus  sacrificed  his  reputation ;  and  prefer- 
red place  with  corruption,  to  measures  to 
which  he  was  pledged,  and  which  would 
have  secured  us  from  the  present,  and 
from  future  dangers ! — I  pass  over  minor 
attempts  which  excited  little  sensation: 
the  next  Serious  effort  was  made  by  "  the 
Friends  of  the  People.''  They  sought  to 
inspire  the  country  with  their  own  senti- 
ments: but  the  moment  was  unpropitious: 
Reform  was  neither  called  for  nor  wished. 
The  events  in  France  had  astounded,  and 
created  general  alarm  amongH  all  ranks 
of  people.  Mr.  Pitt  finding  that  he  could 
not  avoid  discussing  the  question,  or  defend 
his  apostacy^  seized  the  moment  to  excite 
alarm,,  and  adopted  measures  to  avert  sip- 
posed  dangers,  which,  a  short  time  previous 
to  this  association,  he  had-  treated  with 
contempt  Great  was  the  error  of  those 
gentlemen,  and  not  less  that  of  the  oppo- 
ston  of  the  day,  in  not  paying  sufficient 
deference  to  the  feelings  of  tlw  people.— 
Speaking  for  myself  at  least,  on  a  review 
of  that  period,  I  lament  the  warmth  into 
which  I  was  occasionally  betrayed.  The 
indiscretion  of  our  zeal  aflbrded  opportu- 
nities to  designing  men  to  misrepresent  our 
intentions.  Here,  Sir,  may  be  found  a 
strong  example  of  the  defect  of  political 
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wisdom ;  in  not  attending  to  the  temper 
and  feelings  of  the  people. — Contrasting 
former  periods  with  the  present,  I  think. 
Sir,  I  am  borne  out  by  the  fact,  in  stating, 
that  now,  for  the  first  time,  the  people 
call  out  for  Reform,  without  instigation,  and 
purely  on  their  own  persuasion  of  iu  ne- 
cessity. Such  a  call  ought  not  to  be  repre- 
sented as  delusion ;  cannot  be  expected  to 
subside  ;  or  be  safely  disregarded. 

Now,  Sir,  allow,  me  to  remark  on  the 
difference  that  lapse  of  time  has  occasioned 
between  our  present  state,  and  that  in 
which  we  were  at  either  of  the  periods  to 
which  I  have  before  particularly  alluded. 
The  power  and  influence  of  the  crown 
have  received  considerable  increase:  our 
army,  navy,  system  of  taxation,  ^nd  ex- 
penditure, are  at  present  on  such  a  scale, 
and  under  such  management,  as  material- 
ly to  augment  that  influence  : — and  next, 
observe  the  effects  which  Mr.  Pitt's  pro- 
fuse creation  of  Peers  has  produced. — 
Without  much  enriching  that  noble  body, 
it  has  tended  to  impoverish  us.  This 
weight  of  landed  property  and  influence 
has  been  subtracted  from  this  house  and 
added  to  another,  which  may  fairly  be 
supposed  to  dfrect  its  views  more  towards 
the  crown  than  the  people.  The  argu- 
ments then  for  r^toring  the  purity  of  this 
house,  for  adding  to  its  respectability  whilst 
we  restore  its  integrity,  are  infinitely 
stronger  at  the  present,  than  at  any  former 
period. — ^Distant«  however,  as  it  is  from 
my  wish  or  intention.  Sir,  to  say  a  word  un- 
necessarily, that  may  be  construed  into 
disrespect  to  this  house,  I  shall  touch  as 
slightly  as  may  be,  on  the  abuses  proposed 
to  be  remedied.  To  our  own  Journals  I 
may  indeed  refer,  by  which  it  appears,  a 
bold  petitioner  has  told  us,  "  that  the 
Seats  are  bought  and  sold  in  this  house 
like  the  stalls  in  Smithfield  ;**  and  1  may 
remark,  that  to  this  insult  the  house  thought 
fit  to  submit  in  silence.  For  my  purpose 
it  is  quite  sufficient  to  recall  to  memory 
the  statement  ibade  by  an  hon.  member, 
of  the  infamous  traffic  which  on  the  dis- 
solution of  every  parliament  takes  place 
at  the  Treasury,  and  the  memorable  reply 
made  to  that  statement  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  What  was  that  re- 
ply? Denial?  No,  no;  Recrimination. 
As  if  the  e^cample  of  others,  or  as  if  any 
pretext,  could  justify  a  crime  sa  atrocious 
and  flagrant.— In  some  former  parliament, 
a  mercantile  house  in  the  city,  for- 
sooth, also  speculated  in  this  commodity. 
They  bought  four  seats :   whsther  to  v«nd 


again,  in  retail ;  or  to  dispose  of  to  some 
special  customer,  I  am  not  informed.— 
In  the  quarter  of  England  in  which  1  re- 
side, an  occurrence,  also  in  a  former  par- 
liament, may  be  stated.  A  lady,  whose 
influence  in  a  certain  borough  was  sup- 
posed to  be  considerable,  was  surprized 
by  a  visit  from  a  person,  naming  himself 
Reding,  or  some  such  name.  He  pro- 
ceedea  at  once  to  business,  and  offered  her 
10,000  guineas  for  the  two  seats.  The 
respectable  lady  dismissed  him  with  indig- 
nation. But  the  borough-monger,  judging 
of  others  by  himself,  conceived  that  the 
rejection  of  his  offer  could  not  proceed 
from  any  other  motive,  than  its  inade- 
quacy. He  returns  to  the  charge:  bids 
1 2,000  guineas !  This  drew  from  the  lady  a 
reply  which  does  honour  to  her  memory ; 
*'  Never  have  1  disgraced  myself  wnli 
such  practices  :  it  is  now  too  late  in  life 
for  me  to  begin  them.'' — But,  Sir,  if  I 
needed  any  proof  of  the  existence  of  these 
abused  besides  their  notoriety,  I  might 
refer  to  the  conduct  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  witnessed  by  the  whole 
house.  In  a  bill  he  has  introduced  to  stop 
the  sale  of  places,  &c.  he  consented  to  ac- 
cept a  clause  inflicting  penalties  on  the 
traffic  in  seats  in  this  house.  Here,  Sir,  is 
an  avowal  of  the  existence  of  the  abuse. 
It  is  no  answer  to  say  that  he  finds  diffi- 
culty in  framing  a  clause  to  correct  it. 
May  not  another  man  attempt  it  ?  If  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  maintain  that  no 
such  abuses  esdst,  then  let  us  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  an  hon.  gentleman  behind 
me,  and  examine  into  the  fact  in  a  com* 
mittee. — ^The  anxious  care  with  which  the* 
legislature  has  guarded  the  purity  of  elec* 
tion  is  evinced  by  a  mere  reference  to  the. 
Statute-book.  From  the  13th  Elizabeth 
to  the  lOthof  the  king,  various  laws  have 
been  passed  for  this  very  purpose:  my 
design  is  merely  to  further  their  operation, 
and  extend  their  principle.  The  sale  or 
purchase  of  seats  has  not  indeed  been  di- 
rectly forbidden,  or  even  pronounced 
illegal ;  but  I  am  persuaded,  Sir,  that  this 
is  because  the  question  has  never  yet  hap* 
pened  to  be  directly  brought,  either  under 
parliamentary,  or  judicial  cognizance.— 
Notwithstandingthe  precedents  which  seem 
to  appl3r  so  strongly  to  my  plans ;  still. 
Sir,  I  might  have  hesitated  in  proposing 
them,  had  not  I  found  myself  fortified  by 
an  authority  to  which  every  Englishmaa 
looks  with  veneration.  During  the  pre- 
sent reign,  the  selection  of  persons  clad  in 
the  ermine,  of  justice,  hat  certainly  doj??. 
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honour  to  his  majesty's  government.  Both 
in  point  of  talents  and  unimpeacbed  inte- 
grity, our  judges  have  been  mo;si  eminent: 
and  in  no  country,  and  at  no  time,  has  the 
administralion  of  justice  been  more  unble- 
mished. From  this  body  I  draw  my  au- 
thority :  1  have.  Sir,  the  direct  sanction  of 
sir  W.  Biadcstone  himself,*  for  the  exten- 
sion to  the  elected  of  the  oath  against  bri- 
bery. Under  such  authority  as  his,  I  feel 
confidence  in  adopting  this  as  a  leading 
feature  in  the  proposed  measures  of  refor- 
mation.— Another  measure.  Sir,  I  shall 
beg  leave  to  propose,  will  be  to  impose 
penaltic.^^  on  the  sale,  or  contracting  to  sell 
a  seat  in  this  house  :  and  next,  to  extend 
the  bribery  laws  to  agents  or  other  persons 
Rttempting  to  corrupt  electors  during  the 
whole  period  of  parliament ;  to  preclude 
the'u*  receiving  a  corrupt  consideration  for 
their  votes,  at  any  period,  as  well  subse- 
<]uent,  as  preceding  the  election: 

To  revert.  Sir,  to  the  tirat,  in  order,  of 
the  measures  about  to  be  submitted  to  the 
house,  if  the  legislature  has  seen  the  ne- 
<:essitv  of  guarding  the  purity  of  election 
by  an  oath  administered  to  the  elector, 
how  much  niore  strongly  will  every  argu- 
ment apply  to  the  representative.  To 
him,  are  entrusted  the  lives  and  properties 
of  the  people  ;  on  his  faithful  execution  of 
that  trust  depends  the  preservation  of  all 
that  man  holds  dear.  The  moral  sanc- 
tion of  an  oath  by  him  being  better  un- 
derstood, would  be  better  observed,  and  in 
fact,  considering  the  class  of  men  from 
which  this  house  is  usually  composed,  I  do 
not  harbour  the  least  suspicion,  but  that 
this  measure  will  attain  completely  its  ob- 
ject. When  the  question,  Mr.  Speaker,  is 
brought  directly  before  the  house,  whe- 
ther or  not  they  will  require  from  their 
own  members,  an  oath  similar  to  that  al- 
ready imposed  on  their  constituents,  if  that 
question  bo  decided  in  the  negative,  in 
cutnmon  fair  dealing  let  them  also  exempt 
the  great  body  of  electors.  Such  a  pro- 
po$al  wouJd,  1  fancy,  find  few  supporters. 
. — But,  Sir,  the  house  has  already  agreed 
to  the  expedience  of  requiring  from  its 
members  certain  oaths.  The  principle  is 
neither  new,  nor  can  be  construed  to  imply 
any  disrespect  towards  any  of  our  number. 
To  the  immortal  honour  of  the  wise  and 

.  i 

*  "It  might  not  be  amiss  if  the  mem- 
bers elected  were  bound  to  take  the  latter 
ojth  (viz.  against  Bribery  and  Corruption,) 
as  well  as  the  former ;  i.  e,  the  Oath  of 
A.bjuratiou."     Ut  Bl.  Com.  p.  1  ^o. 


virtuous  statesman  to  whom  this  house  and 
this  country  owes  the  obligation,  and  by 
whose  respectable  name  the  act  will  ever 
be  distinguished,  (Mr.  Grenville,)  the  tri- 
bunals for  the  adjudication  of  contested 
elections,  acting  under  the  solemnity  of 
an  oath,  have  been  found  to  execute  their 
important  trust  with  unsullied  integrity. 
From  tradition  and  from  history  we  know 
what  the  evils  were,  whicii  required  thii 
very  remedy.  It  has  been  tried  :  it  has 
been  found  eflectual.  No  voice  is  heard ; 
no  sentiment  is  felt,  but  that  of  applause 
to  the  measure  itself,  and  gratitude  to  its  ' 
author. 

On  the  subject.  Sir,  of  the  proposed 
restraint  on  the  Sale  of  Seats,  I  shall  con- 
tent myself  with  remarking,  that  if  the  le- 
gislature in  its  wfsdom  has  thought  fit  to 
forbid  the  corrupt  disposal  of  a  single  vote, 
d  fortiori,  should  they  restrain  the  transfer 
of  the  seat  itself  on  considerations  equally- 
immoral.  The  crime  is  of  deeper  dye:  it 
brings  on  us  ienominy  at  home  and  abroad. 
It  is  indeed  high  time  that  a  practice  so  fla- 
gitiousshould  be  marked  with  our  reproba- 
tion, and  subjected  to  punishment. — The 
Sale  of  the  elective  franchise  by  the  voters 
themselves,  has,  1  fear.  Sir,  become  too  fre- 
quent. As  it  affects  the  state,  and  as  it  is 
accompanied  among  the  lower  orders  with 
an  increasing  relaxation  of  morals,  it  de- 
mands imperiously  a  remedy  speedy  and 
effectual.  These  scandalous  bargains  are, 
it  seems,  often  not  completed  till  after  the 
period  is  elapsed  for  petitioning.  The 
Bribery  .Act,  in  these  cases,  becomes  a 
dead  letter. — One  'objection  to  my  plan, 
Mr.  Speaker,  which  I  have  heard  taken,  is 
that  it  would  tend  to  exclude  talent ;  that 
those  who  possess  no  other  recommenda- 
tion or  means  of  courting  public  favour, 
would  find  increased  difficulties  in  procur- 
ing seats.  In  ray  own  opinion,  a  great  re- 
commendation of  this  measure  is,  that  the 
efiect  would  be  found  precisely  opposite. 
As  things  stand,  place  in  one  scale,  Mr. 
Goodluck^s  five  thousand  guineas;  in  the 
other,  modest  merit ;  and  which  may  be 
expected  to  preponderate  ? — ^That  some 
men  have  found  their  way  hither,  solely 
from  the  reputation  of  their  abilities,  we 
may  instance  Mr.  Pitt  himself.  To  the 
credit  of  a  man  whose  political  opponent 
I  was  through  life,  I  mean  the  late  lord 
Lonsdale,  he  more  than  once  returned  Mr. 
Pitt  to  this  house,  gratuitously.  Let  this 
measure  pass  ;  and  there  is*no  ground  for 
apprehension,  but  that  patrons  of  seats 
would  feel  their  honour  as  much  conceru- 
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ed  in  the  due  exercise  of  that  patronage, 
as  they  now  do  with  regard  to  ecclesiasti- 
cal preferments.  How  seldom  do  we  hear 
of  the  possessors  of  the  latter  species  of  pa- 
tronage being  swayed  by  sordid  motives  ? 
—•Other  objections  which  1  have  heard 
taken,  seem  all  to  resolve  themselves  into 
this,  that  every  means  of  corruption  would 
be  cut  up  by  the  roots,  and  every  subter- 
fuge defeated.  1  am  told  that  a  Reform 
in  the  Representation  should  precede  such 
a  measure ;  that  when  this  is  ctlected,  we 
may  place  our  guards  for  its  preservation. 
Sir,  I  question  the  sincerity  of  this  advice. 
It  recommends  the  undertaking  any  thing 
but  that  which  is  likely  to  succeed.  By 
many,  I  well  know  1  shall  be  deemed  to  at- 
tain little,  if  my  object  succeeds :  by 
^others,  I  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  pre- 
sumption in  attempting  too  much.  My 
own  sentiments  1  never  disguise: — the 
measures  I  have  this  nieht  submitted  to  the 
house,  do  indeed  fall  short  of  what  I 
might  wish,  or  even  think  necessary;  but 
I  have  undertaken  no  more  than  what  I 
trust  may  be  found  practicable,  and  if 
carried  into  eftect,  productive  of  real,  per- 
manent benefit  to  my  country.  For  po- 
pular applause  I  care  not,  and  look  not ; 
but  earnestly  wish,  by  the  conscientious 
discharge  of  my  duty,  to  deserve  it. 

I  shall  now  proceed.  Sir,  to  shew  what 
would  be  the  practical  benefits  resulting 
from  the  correction  of  existing  abuses. — 
The  first  and  the  most  important  would  be 
the  re -establishment  of  this  house  in  the 
good  opinion  of  the  people  ;  an  advantage 
that  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated.  I 
should  be  unworthy  of  a  seat  in  parliament 
if  I  were  disposed  to  give  way  to  popular 
clamour  and  delusion.  But  the  just  and 
legitimate  complaints  of  the  people  I  would 
redress;  their  reasonable  petitions  I  would 
comply  with.  The  arguments  urged  against 
^form  in  general,  do  not  apply  to  mea- 
sures of  wise  regulation;  and  least  of  all, 
where  the  circumstances  are  found  essen- 
tially dififerent. 

In  adverting  to  the  next  topic,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  would,  in  the  first  place,  wish 
to  guard  against  misapprehension.  In  the 
paths  of  commerce  I  am  well  persuaded 
there  are  to  be  found  men  of  as  high  honour, 
as  independent  minds,  of  as  much  general 
information,  and  in  every  point  of  view  as 
respectable,  as  in  any  other.  But  there  are 
attached  to  every  class  in  society  a  peco* 
liar  character,  and  distinguishing  habits. 
In  former  days,  the  mercantile  character 
wag  marked  by  frugality  and  industry. 


Amidst  all  our  changes,  has  there  not 
taken  place  some  change  in  these  cha* 
racteristics  ?  Trade  is  commuted  for  spe*  . 
culation:  a  lucky  hit  produces  the  ob* 
jects  of  a  whole  life.  If  unsuccessful, 
hundreds  are  reduced  to  poverty,  and  tha 
principal  consigned  to  a  prison,  and  ob- 
livion. 

How  few  are  there  among  us  who  can 
decide  impartially  and  'correctly  when 
our  own  immediate  interests  are  at  stake  .^ 
War  produces  loans,  contracts,  and  not 
unfrequently  an  extension  of  commerce  to 
those  engaged  in  certain  branches  of  it. 
Is  it  uncandid  to  suppose  that  those  who 
contemplate  war  under  this  aspect,  will 
not  be  as  averse  to  it  as  the  landed  propri- 
etor who  knows  and  feels  its  miseries.  He 
who  spends  a  considerable  portion  of  hit 
time  in  the  country  necessarily  witnesses 
the  hardships  that  war  produces  to  the 
lower  classes.  The  power  oT  interest  over 
judgment  and  every  patriotic  feeling,  was 
strongly  exemplified  by  an  occurrence 
which,  I  wish  to  God,  could  be  erased  from 
the  memory  of  man,  and  the  pa^  of  his* 
tory.  On  the  Royal  Exchange,  when  the 
lord  mayor  communicated  in  1806,  the 
miscarriage  of  our  negociations  for  peace> 
his  auditors  expressed  their  indecent,  un- 
feeling exultation,  by  three  cheers ! 

By  the  alterations  I  propose,  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  landed  interest  would  af>« 
pear  amongst  us.     The  mercantile  portion 
of  the  community  would  continue,  mdeed, 
to  represent  the  metropolis    and    those  \ 
boroughs  where  they  have  a  natural  inter-  \ 
est.     The  very  excellence  of  parliament  ^ 
consists  in  having  a  due  proportion  of  all  j 
ranks  in  society :  considering  the  import-  . 
jance  of  our  commerce,   I  should  be  sorry  ' 
if  we  had  not  of  those  who  pursue  it,  that  / 
due  proportion,  as  well  as  of^the  army,  and 
learned  professions.     But  the  peculiar  ad* 
vantage  of  having  the  landed  proprietor 
in  this  house,  is  that  each  individual  brings- 
with  him  the  affections  and  the  confidence 
of  a  portion  of  the  people.  Thus  the  united 
affections  of  each  portion  of  the  empire, 
concentre    in    parliament  ;     and    hence 
springs  the  moral  power  which  it  pos- 
sesses.   The  infallible  consequence.  Sir,  of 
increasing  the  numbers  of  our  country- 
gentlemen  within  these  walls,  would  be  to 
make   us  more  pacifically  disposed.      It 
would  give  a  different  tone  to  our  councils. 
It  would  check  the  rage  for.  foreign  com- 
merce, and  the  acquisition  of  fresh  colonies. 
It  would  turn  our  efforts  and  our  attention 
to  domestic  improvement ;    to  the  melio* 
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ration  of  our  internal  resources  and  tbe 
happiness  of^our  country.  It  would  impire 
greater  moderation  of  conduct  towards 
other  nations,  and  dispose  us  not  to  imitate 
on  the  ocean  those  strides  of  power  which 
we  deprecate  on  the  continent.  We  should 
then  no  longer  be  the  objects  of  hatred  and 
jealousy  to  every  power  in  Europe.  But, 
Sir,  aiK>ther  and  most  important  object 
would  be  attained,  if  this  measure  fortu- 
nately receives  the  approbation  of  the  le« 
gislature.  The  times  require  a  strong 
tydministration :  measures  of  great  energy 
must  be  resorted  to.  But  bow  can  an 
administration,  not  possessing  the  public 
atiiection  and  confidence,  venture  on  such 
measures  ?  No  combination  of  talents  can 
form  a  strong  government  unless  this  sine 
qud  non  be  eflected.  Some  of  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  right,  hon.  gent,  have  un- 
fortunately had  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  distrust,  and  lessening  the  respect  of 
tbe  people  for  this  house.  How  shall  we, 
for  instance,  reconcile  to  the  country,  the 
vote  given  recently  in  tbe  case  of  a  noble 
Secretary  ?  The  loss  which  might  have 
been  sustained  by  tbe  retiring  from  office 
of  a  person  possessing  the  noble  lord's 
'  acknowledged  talents  and  assiduity  would 
have  been  ten-fold  compensated  by  the 
effect  that  sacrifice  would  have  had  on  the 
outraged  feelings  of  the  country.  I  am 
ready  to  allow  that  under  the  present 
system,  ministers  can  hardly  be  deemed 
free  agents.  Those  who  support  them 
think  themselves  entitled  to  the  patronage 
most  commodious  to  them  :  and  the 
demands  are  so  great,  that  I  do  believe 
many  jobs  are  consented  to  by  ministers 
sorely  against  their  will.  An  opportunity 
now  oilers  itself  to  the  minister,  of  com- 
pliance with  a  measure  which  I  sincerely 
believe  will  be  grateful  to  the  country. 
It  comes  from  no  concert :  it  is  offered 
with  no  view  of  hostility  to  him,  or 
favour  to  his  adversaries.  Anxious  I  admit 
myself  to  be,  to  learn  the  right  hon.  gent.'s 
^ntiments.  If  hostile ;  to  him,  not  to 
me,  be  the  consequences.  To  opposition 
I  would  say,  be  cautious  how  you  sanc- 
tion this  measure  with  your  approbation, 
earnestly  as  I  wish  it.  If  it  receives  your 
support,  you  are  pledged  to  act  in  con- 
formity to  it  in  the  event  of  your  return  to 
power.  The  nefarious  traffic  in  seats  must 
then  have  an  end.  I  beseech  you  there- 
fore, npt  to  delude  the  nation ;  and  not  to 
support  me  with  your  votes,  unless  the 
ncBSore  fortunately  receives  your  sincere 
apprgbAtioa. 


No  longtime  has  elapsed,  Mr.. Speaker, 
since  we  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing 
the  benefits  which  result  to  a  minister  from 
his  sedulous  observation  of  the  temper  and 
wishes  of  the  people  ;  and  his  compliance 
with  these  wishes,  when  reasonable.  T^he 
waste  and  profusion,  the  harsh  and  ob- 
noxious acts  of  power*  by  which  the  pre- 
decessors in  office  of  lord  Sidmouth  had 
disgraced  their  career,  appeared  to  have 
been  little  to  the  taste  of  hu  lordship  when 
minister.  He  adopted  another  line  of 
conduct.  Temper,  mildness,  and  economy 
marked  his  sway.  The  object  before  his 
eyes  appears  evidently  and  uniformly  to 
hare  been,  to  rule  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people :  and  he  succeeded.  Though  the 
country  was  again  plunged  in  war,  though 
extraordinary  sacrifices  and  privations  be- 
came necessary,  yet  we  might  then  ob- 
serve a  general  coalescence  of  opinion ; 
when  our  voluntary  services  in  our  coun<*- 
try's  cause  were  called  for,  hundreds  of 
thousands  started  to  arms;  our  "  plow- 
shares" were  converted  into  **  swords.'' 
Instead  of  finding  difficulty  in  completing 
our  volunteer  corps,  the  difficulty  consist- 
ed in  selecting  among  the  too  numerous 
ofifers.  Could  all  this  have  been  effected 
under  an  unpopular  minister  ? 

Still,  I  admit.  Sir,  that  the  present  dis- 
contents may  in  some  degree  be  ascribed  to 
our  taxation :  but  not  so  much  to  its  direct 
pressure,  as  to  the  imprudent  aggravation 
It  receives  firom  the  mode  in  which  our 
fiscal  laws  are  administered.  In  the  in- 
fancy of  taxation,  as  in  the  infancy  of  life, 
to  reconcile  us  to  the  pill,  it  may  be  pru- 
dent to  gild  it  But  that  system  which 
might  be  suitable  when  five  or  ten  millions 
were  to  be  raised  in  the  year,  must  be 
departed  from,  when  your  wants  demand 
forty  millions.  The  necessities  of  the 
times  have  taught  us,  that  it  is  our  interest 
to  pay  direct  taxes.  Simplify  the  system ; 
levy  a  few  efficient  taxes:  do  not  by 
means  of  multi&rious  unintelligible  laws, 
inflict  on  the  people  constant  vexation. 
Do  not  summons  a  whole  country  to  know 
who  keeps  a  dog ;  or  whether  the  petty 
farmer  who  curries  his  own  horse,  and 
plants  his  own  cabbage,  is  to  be  sur- 
charged with  a  groom,  and  a  gardener. 
Take  what  is  wanted  directly  from  us. 
A  less  sum  will  then  be  requisite,  and  you 
may  dismiss  from  the  service  a  legion  of 
tax  gatherers,  inspectors,  assessors,  and 
excisemen.  You  may  then  repeal  also 
such  revenue  laws  as  are  pernicious  and 
oppressive:    for  instance^  that  aftcting 
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salt. '  Providence  in  its  bounty  bestows  on 
us  this  boon  inexhaustibly :  Foreigners 
find  it  their  interest*  to  export  it  for  agri* 
cultural  purposes  from  our  ports.  But  as 
to  our  own  use  of  it  fot  that  purpose,  and 
for  the  use  of  the  manufacturer,  the  high 
duties  altogether  preclude  its  application. 

Another,  perhaps  a  greater  source  of 
public  dissatisfaction,  which  the  plans  1 
have  submitted  to  the  house,  may  I  trust. 
Sir,  helpin  future  to  eradicate,  anses  from 
the  present  wasteful  profusion  of  the  public 
money  in  pensions,  reversions,  jointures, 
and  other  such  jobs  of  infamy.  When 
public  services  merit  rewards  out  of  the 
public  purse,  the  people  ought  to  have  the 
reasonable  gratification  of  bestowing  them 
by  the  hands  of  their  representatives. 
From  them  the  public  wousd  not  require  a 
niggardly  policy.  The  gift  itself  would 
be  doubled  in  value  by  its  publicity,  and 
by  its  being  the  fair  meed  of  brilliant 
and  meritorious  services.  Different  indeed 
must  be  a  person's  Heelings  on  hearing,  as 
at  present,  that  his  name  is  thrust  in  at  the 
bottom  of  a  pension  list,  toenter  which  merit 
usually  forms  no  part  of  the  recommenda* 
tion  ;  and  on  receiving  openly,  for  causes 
assigmed,  and  with  the  applause  of  his 
country,  the  reward  of  merit.  1  wonder 
not  that  the  relatives  of  a  truly  meritorious 
officer  (sir  John  Moore),  who  lately  glori- 
ously fell  in  his  country^s  cause,  declined 
being  confounded  on  a  pension  list,  with 
the  retainers  of  a  court;  though  they 
might  gladly  and  gratefiiUy  have  accepted 
any  mark  of  national  munificence.  A 
minister  who  paid  due  attention  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people  would  never  sanc- 
tion, and  I  trust.  Sir,  no  minister  of  any 
description,  will  ever  again  sanction  the 
dealing  oat  pensions  of  a  few  hundreds 
among  the  relations  of  the  most  elevated 
and  opulent  of  our  nobles.— -To  aid  the 
brilliant  illuminations  of  their  mansions, 
the  farthing  candle  of  the  industrious  indi- 
gent cottager  must  be  80<^ner  extinguished. 

Not,  Sir,  that  I  would  insinuate  that  by 
this  sort  of  saving ;  by  the  cessation  of 
abnse»of  this  description,  amy  considerable 
alleviation  of  the  public  burdens  would  be 
^t.  But  they  indispose  the  publtc  mind ; 
they  tend  to  impeach  all  public  character. 
Too  nwiity  are  already  inclined  to  view  all 
men  who  hold  public  offices>  as  equally 
^  €orrof>t.  That  opinion,  I  fear,  is  becoming 
too  general ;  though  none  can  be  more  fa* 
tal,  or  more  ill  founded:  Public  character 
is  the  strengtb  of  a  country  :  and  truly 
poor  if^tbal  country  whicb  poasessee  little 


of  it. — Should  it  be,  for  instance,  our  mis- 
fortune at  any  future  time,  to  have^a  mo- 
narch incapable  of  distinguishing  between 
firmness  and  obstinacy  ;  who  conceived  it 
magnanimity  never  to  yield  to  circum- 
stances, would  there  not  be  an  essential 
difference  between  one  set  of  men  willing 
to  accept  and  to  retain  office,  without  pos* 
sessing  the  power  to  judge,  but  bound  to 
act  as  the  tools  of  others ;  and  another, 
who  would  only  hold  office  so  long  fis  their 
judgment  was  permitted  to  direct  their 
actions  ? 

In  a  neighbouring  country.  Sir,  if  a  strict 
examination  were  to  take  place  of  all  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  the  total  extinc- 
tion of  that  liberty  which  at  one  moment 
there  wjas  a  fair  prospect  of  their  obtain- 
ing;  if  the  convulsions,  which  have  ac- 
companied the  loss  of  this,  the  greatest 
blessing  that  man  can  possess,  have  been 
so  dreadful  as  to  lead  many  to  abhor  its 
very  name ;  perhaps,  the  most  prominent 
and  the  most  active  of  these  causes  has^ 
been  the  want  of  character,  and  consequent 
want  of  confidence  in  their  successive 
leaders. 

How  different,  happily  for  us,  is  our 
prospect  at  home !  Amidst  all  our  divi- 
sions we  can  do  justice  to  one  another's 
motives: — However  estranged  by  casual 
circumstances,  and  the  inevitable  discord- 
ance of  opinion  where  thought  and  action 
are  free,  yet  I  trust  such  will  ever  be  the 
conduct  of  our  public  men  of  all  parties, 
as  not  to  give  real  ground  for  the  difiusion 
of  that  opinion  to  whichl  have  just  alluded* 
Though  we  may  look  askance  at  each 
other  for  the  moment,  yet  we  know  not 
how  soon,  or  with  whom,  we  may  again 
cordially  unite.  On  the  important  ques* 
tion  which  lately  ri  vetted  the  attention  of 
the  house,  I  for  one  considered  myself  a9 
exercising  a  painful  duty,  and  in  t£e  capa*> 
city  of  a  juryman.  Though  the  coliclu- 
ston  formed  by  othei-s  was  in  oppeeitton  to 
my  own,  yet  1  shall  not  doubt  that  it  waa 
on  their  part  equally  Conscientious ;.  that 
as  the  one  deserves  no  praise,  tlie  other  aa 
little  merits  reprobation. 

In  the  sincerity  of  our  wish  to  nphoki 
the  just  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  we  are# 
I  trust,  all  united.  In  distinguishing  these, 
from  the  exercise  of  influence  unknown'tcr 
the  constitution,'  though  alas  !  too  welf 
known  in  practice,  and  attended  with  dan- 
gers not  only  to  the  subject,  but  toi  the 
prerogative  itself,  I  foresee  many  stcug- 
gles»  But  as  to  the  just  and.  fakt  prerog^^ 
tive,  let  it  never  be  forgotten^  that  tbeuglt 
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this  be  the  inhcrUance  of  the  crown,  it  is 
a  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  subject,  for 
purposes  the  most  useful. 

I  shall  no  longer  detain  the  house ;  but 
must  conjure  them^  I  must  conjure  the 
right  hon.  gent,  to  reflect  coolly;  not  to 
mistake  the  feelings  and  the  expressions  of 
the  people.  They  arraign  us  of  corrup- 
tion ;  they  point  at  the  disreputable  man- 
ner, in  which  it  is  alleged  that  some  per- 
sons find  their  way  hither.  To  this  accu- 
sation we  must  plead «^  No  evasion,  or  spe- 
cial-pleading sophistry  will  stand  us  in 
stead.  If  we  evince  a  disposition  to  reform, 
we  shall  heal  our  divisions  and  re-establish 
ourselves  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple. Then  may  the  right  hon.  gent,  pro- 
claim to  all  Europe  ;  it  is  not  on  the 
bravery  of  her  troops,  or  on  the  unparallel- 
ed prowess  of  her  navy  alone,  that  our 
country  builds  her  strength  :  it  is  on  the 
hearts  and  the  affections  of  her  children. 
Possessing  these,  she  can  securely  bid  de- 
fiance to  a  world  in  arms.  With  increasing 
difficulties  she  can  call  forth  increased  ex- 
ertions.--7Her  soldiers,  are  every  man  who 
can  wield  a  musket. — Her  resources,  every 
guinea  we  possess.  In  her  defence  every 
arm  will  be  uplifted  ;  every  danger  de- 
spised :  and  no  other  object  of  emulation 
can  then  exist  among  us,  but  how  each  in 
his  station  can  yield  the  best  service  to  his 
sovereign  and  his  country. — I  move,  Sir, 
**  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
better  securing  the  Independence  and  Pu- 
rity of  Parliament,  by  preventing  the  pro- 
curing or  obtaining  Seats  in  Parliament  by 
corrupt  Practices ;  and  likewise  more  ef- 
fectually to  prevent  Bribery." 

Mr.  Witidkam  said,  he  had  no  doubt  but 
the  house  was  willing  and  desirous  to  re- 
ceive and  discuss  every  question  in  a  cause 
which  ought  to  be  heard ;  but  there  might 
be  instances  in  which  a  party  ought  not 
to  be  heard  at  all,  instances  in  which,  as 
in  the  courts  of  law,  the  plaintiff' should  be 
nonsaiied.  This  was  peculiarly  the  case 
with  respect  to  Parliamentary  Reform,  in 
which  nineteen  in  twenty,  or  perhaps  900 
in  a  thousand,  held  such  different,  wild, 
and  extrayagant  notions,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible any  man  could  fona  a  just  or  fair 
opinion  of  what  they  would  be  at.  There 
were  some  measures  which  ought  to  be  re- 
jected m  limine,  to  prevent  the  evil  conse- 
quences which  might  follow  from  givine 
them  the  slightest  encouragement.  Such 
was,  in  his  opinion,  the  measure  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  ;  and  as  he  looked  upon 
Ihe  present  motion  to  be  a  measure  tending 


to  that,  he  could  not  avoid  opposing  it  in 
its  outset.  He  begged  the  bouse  to  consi- 
der the  nature  of  the  remedy,  and  the  dan- 
ger of  a  change,  which  he,  for  his  own 
part,  was  convinced  would  create  greater 
difficulties  than  those  which  were  proposed 
to  be  redressed.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
particular  object  which  bis  hon.  friend 
meant  to  correct  by  his  proposed  bill,  was 
to  lessen  the  influence  of  the  monied  ir^te-^ 
rest,  and  to  increase  that  of  the  landed  in- 
terest. Before  he  adverted  to  the  first  or 
last  object,  he  thought  this  motion  ought 
to  be  rejected  in  the  very  first  instance.  It 
had  for  many  years  been  his  opinion,  that 
,the  house  ought  strenuously  to  oppose,  as 
dangerous  and  mad,  any  proposal  for  Par- 
liamentary Reform ;  every  system,  and 
every  feature  of  which  that  had  hitherto 
been  produced,  was,  in  his  mind,  extrava- 
gantly and  even  ludicrously  wrong — both 
practically  and  philosophically  wron^  ; 
and  when  his  hon.  friend  described  the 
unanimity  of  the  people,  and  inferred  that 
it  was  10  be  obtained  by  this  measure,  he 
confessed  he  was  totally  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand his  meaning.  They  were  then  at 
issue,  not  on  a  point  of  theory,  but  of  fact — 
would  that  measure  satisfy  the  people  ? 

Mr.  Fuller  rose  to  order.  (Cries  of  Or- 
der !  order!  Chair!  chair!) 

The  Speaker.  Having  called  the  right 
hon.  gent,  to  order,  the  hon.  member  must 
proceed  to  prove  him  out  of  order,  other- 
wise he  is  himself  acting  most  disorderly. 
(Hear !  hear !  from  all  parts  of  the  house). 

Mr.  Fuller.  I  saw  some  gentlemen  next 
to  the  right  hon.  gent  interruptinsr  him  by 
whispers ;  and,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  disdain  to 
do  any  thing  wrong  as  much  as  you  do. 
(Universal  cries  of  Chair !  chair!) 

The  Speaker.  It  will  become  the  hon. 
member  to  be  on  his  guard  how  he  com- 
mits such  an  act  of  disorder,  as  to  inter- 
rupt>  by  a  call  to  order,  any  hon.  member 
on  his  lers. 

Mr.  Windham  continued. — Among  the 
various  plans  which  had  heretofore  appear- 
ed of  Parliamentary  Reform,  that  of  uni- 
versal suffiage  was  the  most  predominant. 
The  monied  interest  might  then  say,  it  is 
very  well  for  you  who  have  landed  pro- 
perty, but  it  won't  do  for  us :  other  objec- 
tions would  be  raised  by  those  who  had 
neither  money  nor  lands,  and  it  would 
eventually  turn  out  just  as  the  French  re- 
volution had  done.  Nothing  could  do:  it 
would  be  impossible  to  produce  a  plan  at 
which  one  party  or  the  other  would  not 
snap  their  fingers.    Of  late  days  he  had 
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never  beard  any  one  who  wanted  to  give 
preponderance  to  the  landed  interest,  and 
those  who  did  so'must  have  little  attt^nded 
to  the  reforming  out  of  doors.  An  hon. 
friend  complained  that  the  people  were 
generally  discontenied,  and  desirous  of 
change,  and  the  great  cause  of  this-  was 
the  existing  corruptions.  He  wished  to 
know  how  far  this  doctrine  was  laid  down. 
The  bill,  it  appeared,  went  to  do  away 
borougl>-mongeringand  corruption :  would 
-it  do  away  the  influence  of  property } 
When  men  laid  down  principles,  they 
ought  to  be  able  to  explain  them.  If  his 
hon.  friend  had  a  greater  fortune,  he  would 
of  course  have  more  interest  than  a  40*. 
freeholder.  We  had  an  argumentum  ad 
homincm  and  an  argitmattum  ad  absurdum, 
but  we  had  no  argumentum  a  rentali,  other- 
wise the  influence  of  the  landlord  over  the 
tenant  was  equally  corruption  with  what 
was  complained  of.  The  law  had  laid 
down  a  rule  that  after  so  many  days  for 
the  teste  of  the  writ  there  should  be  no 
treating;  by  having  infringed  that  rule  he 
had  lost  the  representation  of  the  county 
of  Norfolk ;  and  yet  he  had  done  nothing 
either  immoral  or  wrong.  He  had  inad- 
vertently  acted  contrary  to  the  provision 
of  an  act  of  parliament  on  the  subject,  and 
he  had  thereby  lost  his  seat.  Was  not  this 
guarding  against  even  the  shadow  of  cor- 
ruption .^  One  .set  of  reformers  say.  We 
will  go  so  far;  another  set  say.  You  shall 
go  further ;  so  that,  once  permitted  to  be- 
gin, there  was  no  knowing  where,  or  at 
what  they  would  stop.  His  hon.  friend 
had  doubtless  proper  sympathies,  but  he 
could  not  expect  others  to  have  the  same. 
If  men  took  bribes,  it  was  not  a  corruption 
of  that  house,  but  co-extensive  with  the 
people  itself,  coevaHvith  the  constitutioti ; 
such  corruptions  existed  in  times  when  the 
country  was  most  prosperous  and  the. best 
governed,  and  therefore,  unless  his  hon. 
friend  cou!d  shew  that  the  country  was 
now  wor«e  than  it  had  ever  been,  he  would 
not  consent  to  a  change.  He  denied  that 
the  transactions  which  had  been  brought 
to  light  in  the  late  Inquiry  were  at  all  to 
be  considered  corruptions  of  government. 
All  that  had  been  proved  was,  that  such 
persons  as  Mrs.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Beazely 
jbad  been  traflicking  for  places  and  commis- 
•tons,  but  there  was  no  proof  of  corruption 
in  the  government;  and  as  to  any  hope  of 
pacifyini?  the  people  by  this  bill,  it  was  ex- 
travagance itself  to  suppose  it.  If  there 
were  corruptions  in  that  house,  they  could 
Hot  be  cured  by  Parliamentary  Reform ; 
Vol..  XIV. 


but  he  would  not  countenance  such  an 
idea.  If  once  we  began,  we  could  never 
stop,  and  if  we  once  made  a  change  to 
please  the  people,  they  would  g^  on ;  they 
would  never  know  when  they  had  enough  ; 
and  therefore  he  would  oppose  the  general 
priiKipIes  of  Reform.  There  were  two 
periods  which  the  'house  ought  to  keep  in 
remembrance ;  the  American  war  and  the 
French  revolution.  The  former  might  in 
some  degree  be  forgotten,  but  we  had  still 
the  benefit  of  the  French  revolution  fresli 
in  our  memory,  and  could  not  but  recollect 
the  manner  in  which  the  revolutionists  had 
effected  their  purposes.  Parliamentary- 
Reform  was  of  the  same  cast  and  character  ; 
and  it  was  blindness,  infatuation,  and  mad« 
ness,  in  the  people,  to  think  of  relieving 
themselves  by  pulling  the  government  to 
pieces. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  the  question  of  the 
late  inquiry  had  already  beei)  disposed  of^ 
and  he  should  therefore  limit  his  observa- 
tions to  the  motion  only.  His  ri^ht  hon. 
friend  who  had  just  sat  down  had  argued 
this  as  a  measure  of  Parliamentary  Reform, 
and  that  the  house  should  therefore  reject 
it  as  such.  There  was  a  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion on  that  subject  on  the  books,  and  when 
it  came  forward,  it  would  then  be  tim« 
enough  to  argue  that  question.  He  could 
have  wished  that  hir  right  hon.  friend,  be- 
fore he  exerted  his  influence  to  reject  the 
motion,  would  have  condescended  to  con- 
sider what  it  really  was,  and  then  he  would 
not  have  had  occasion  to  combat  the. 
phantom  which  he  himself  had  raised. 
He  would  state  his  opinion  of  the  motion, 
and  the  reason  why  it  had  been  brought 
forward.  The  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  lately  introduced  % 
bill  to  prevent  trafficking  in  places.  He 
(lord  Folkestone)  had  stated  that  at  the 
treasury  there  existed  a  market,  \vhere  a 
traffic  was  carried  on  for  seats  in  that  house, 
and  that  in  consequence  thereof  persons 
came  into  that  house  bound  to  vote  as  they 
were  ordered.  1*here  was  at  that  moment 
an  appearance  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house,  as  if  they  meant  to  deny  the  fiact ; 
but  on  its  being  more  roundly  asserted  by 
an  hon.  friend  of  his  not  then  in  the  house 
(Mr.  Creevey,)  ministers  reverted  to  re- 
crimination. He  (lord  Folkestone)  then 
declared  that  he  would  move  a  clause  on 
this  subject,  to  be  added  to  the  bill;  bot 
upon  Mr.  Curwen's  giving  notice  of  this 
motion,  he  gave  up  the  idea  oHntroducing 
that  clause.  His  right  hon.  friend  who 
spoke  last,  had  said  it  was  senseless  to  sup* 
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pose  men  in  ciflfice  would  traffic  for  such 
pifices :  it  was,  however,  clcjivly  ascertain- 
ed they  did  so,  and  having  come  under 
the  cognizance  of  the  house,  it  appeared  to 
him  impossible  the  house  should  refuse  to 
countenance  a  bill,  the  object  of  which 
was  to 'correct  such  abuses;  atid  if  the 
house  refused  to  grant  what  was  little  for 
them  to  give,  but  great  for  the  people  to 
receive— if  they  refused  to  grant  that  relief 
which  the  biHheld  forth,  it  would  be  apt 
to  drive  the  people  to  despair,  and  dispose 
them  to  look  to  olher  means  than  those 
which  were  nothing  more  than  the  real 
ipirit  of  the  constitution. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  hon.  gent,  had 
brought  forward  his  motion,  made  it  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  trouble  the  house  at 
greater  length  than  hf.  would  have  wished 
to  do.  The  noble  lord  who  had  just  sat 
down,  had  given  notice  of  a  clause  which 
he  intended  to  bring  forward,  to  be  added 
to  the  Bill  which  he  (Mr.  Perceval) had  in- 
troduced and  he  had  promised  the  noble 
}ord  to  give  such  clause  a  candid  and  se- 
rious consideration.  He  did  also  mean,  and 
still  continued  in  the  same  mind,  to  give 
>  an  impartial  judgment  on  the  merits  of 
the  present  bill  ;  but  it  was  impossible  he 
could  do  so  at  present,  for  he  could  not 
b^y  any  means  form  an  opinion  in  what 
way  or  on  what  grounds  the  hon.  gent, 
meant  to  obtain  hi^  object.  There  seemed 
to  him  to  be  an  impracticability  of  doing 
k,  but  he  would  not  oppose  his  bringing  in 
ihe  bill,  in  order  that  he  and  the  house 
Height  be  able  to  judge  what  the  merits 
9nd  demerits  of  it  might  be^  But,  in 
agreeing  to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  gent. 
^Dr  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill,  he  begged 
distinctly  to  be  under.-^tood  not  to  give  any 
pledge  to  concur  in  the  measure,  or  to  con- 
sent to  any  project  of  alteration,  regu- 
lation, or  reform,  such  as  that  proposed  by 
the  hon.  member.  He  could  not,  under 
the  call  of  the  hon.  gent.,  pledge  himself 
to  support  his  measure  throughout,  though 
he  should  agree  to  its  introduction, because 
w  far  as  he  was  able  to  judge  of  it  from 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  gent,  himself, 
he  did  not  think  he  could  put  it  into  any 
practicable  shape,  which  would  entitle  it 
to  the  adoption  of  parliament.  The 'hon. 
gent,  at  the  time  he  admitted  that  it  was 
not  right  to  hold  out  any  language  to  the 
people,  which  might  excite  hopes  that 
were  not  likely  to  be  realized,  stated  in 
the  sanie  breath,  that  the  people  had  a 
a^Uled  cftinkm  that  a  reCiurda  in  parliament 


was  necessary.  Then  the  hon.  gent,  be- 
sought of  him  not  to  app^y  the  character 
of  Jacobinism  to  those  who  advocated  re* 
form.  He  could  assure  that  hon.  member* 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  apply  a  jacobtni* 
cal  character  to  him  or  to  any  other  ho* 
nouiuble  member,  who  should  support 
his  measure.  But  in  saying  this,  had  he 
not  a  right  to  expect  to  enlist  that  honour- 
able member  on  his  side,  in  imputing  a. 
Jacobinical  spirit  to  those,  who  by  their 
speeches  and  resolutions  out  of  doors^ 
from  which  alone  the  honourable'  member 
appeared  to  have  collected  his  notion  of 
the  opinion  of  the  people,  endeavoured 
to  impress  upon  the  people  the  idea 
that  a  refi>rm  in  parliament  was  necessary  ; 
to  delude  the  public  by  statements  mis- 
chievous, false  and  fallacious,  which  \^re 
the  true  characteristics  of  jacobinism ;  and 
to  inflame  the  public  mind  with  exagge- 
rated pictures  of  abuse,  and  imaginary  and 
impracticable  ideas  of  reform.  It  was  to 
such  conduct  that  the  character  of  Jaco- 
binism particularly  applied;  and  if  any 
member  of  that  house,  not  venturing  to 
make  such  delusive  statements  in  his  place, 
where  they  might  be  met  and  refuted, 
should  think  proper  to  repeat  them  in 
other  places,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  ap- 
preciate the  mischief  that  might  be  the 
result.  The  language  ht^ld  to  the  public 
in  these  .places  was,  that  the  house  of  com- 
mons was  a  sink  of  corruption  ;  and  that 
that  house  was  the  only  piace  wherein  the 
sense  of  the  people  was  treaud  with  con- 
tempt. Throujihout  the  whole  of  the 
speeches  and  resolutions  to  which  he  al- 
luded, there  were  assertions  in  terms  not 
literally  false,  but  founded  upon  reasoning 
delusive  and  fallacious.  V  was  asserted 
that .  they  who  composed  that  house,  sat 
there  contrary  to  that  law  which  seated 
the  family  of  his  majesty  upon  the  throne  ; 
because  it  was  enacted  by  that  act,  that  no 
placemen  or  pensioners  should  have  a 
seat  in  that  house.  What  language  was 
that  to  be  held  out  to  the  people  without 
any  comment  on  the  fact,  or  any  illustra-> 
tion  of  the  law  ?  The  act  in  question  had 
been  passed  in  the  year  17(X),  and  was 
repealed  in  the  year  1 704  ;  it  was  not  to 
have  taken  efft'ct  until  after  the  accession 
of  the  house  of  Brunswick  to  the  throne, 
and  had  consequently  never  been  the  law 
of  the  Ian  I.  And  yet,  the  persons  to 
whom  he  had  been  called  upon  not  to  ap- 
ply the  word  Jacobin,  had  ventured  ta 
state  With  a  view  to  inflame  the  public 
mind^  that  the  membars  of  thit  hoiita 
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were  siltiikg  in  it  contrary  to  law  ;  wtth- 
oat  adding  that  the  law  they  referred 
4o  had  never  been  in  force,  was  never  in- 
tended to  have  operation  in  the  time  of 
the  framers,  was  only  to  have  eftiect  at  the 
expiration  of  two  successive  reigns,  and 
had  actually  been  repealed  four  years  af- 
ter it  was  passed,  and  many  years  before 
it  could  pass  into  a  law.  i'he  hon.  gent, 
had  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  a  re- 
former in  1784;  and  though  he  admitted, 
at  the  saoie  tioie,  that  he  had  then  acted 
upon  mistakeB  grounds,  he  had  in  the  same 
breath  accused  the  late  Mr.  Pitt  of  apos- 
tacy  from  the  cause  of  reform.  The  fact 
was,  that  Mr.  Pitt  upon  clearer  facts  and 
more  accurate  information,  had  anticipa- 
ted that  conviction  which  seemed  so  tardily 
to  come  upon  the  honourable  member. — 
He  should  now  proceed  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  plan  ef  the  hon.  gent.  It 
appeared  that  he  proposed  to  subject  the 
elected  member  to  an  oath  :  to  impose  a 
penalty  upon  the  seller  of  a  seat  though 
not  upon  the  buyer,  and  to  extend  the 
bribery  laws  to  a  certain  limit  afrcr  the 
election.  The  imposition  of  the  oath 
upon  the  elected  member  might  be  de.^ira- 
bie,  but  it  was  impossible  to  judge,  with- 
out having  the  precise  form  of  the  oath 
under  consideration.  The  hon.  gent,  had 
a  right  to  expect  that  tlie  house  should 
give  him  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill  ;  but, 
in  doing  that,  the  house  would  not  be 
|>ledged  to  his  plan,  or  any  other  to  the 
same  extent.  The  bill  in  its  title  was  un- 
exceptionable; but  in  order  to  decide 
upon  the  measure  they  should  have  the 
bill  before  the  house  ;  and  he  was 
apprehensive  that  the  hon.  gent,  would 
find  himself  involved  in  endless  difficul- 
ties. The  hon.  member  had  deprecated 
the  use  of  language  that  might  tend  to 
mislead  the  people,  yet,  without  certainly 
having  any  such  intention,  the  hon.  mem^ 
ber  had,  in  representing  that  house  as  too 
frarlike,  used  language  calculated  to  mis- 
lead the  public,  as  if  a  reform  of  that 
house  would  put  an  end  to  the  war.  Af- 
ter the  very  able  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Windham),  it  was  un- 
necessary for  him  to  shew  that  the  mea- 
sure proposed  would  not  allay  what  the 
hon.  mover  represented  as  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  public  mind.  If  the  hon. 
member  took  his  idea  of  the  state  of  the 
public  mind  from  the  resolutions  and 
speeches  to  which  he  had  before  alluded 
(and  where  could  he  have  taken  it  but 
from  them),  could  he  suppose  that  this 


measure  would  satisfy  the  persons  who  ut« 
tered  them  ?  If  the  measure  had  beea 
proposed  by  governn^ent,  it  would  have 
been  characterized  as  the  most  dehisivc 
that  had  ever  been  projected  to  impose 
upon  the  Qatlon.  He  should  not  oppose 
the  motion  for  bringing  in  the  bill,  and 
trusted  he  should  have  the  vigilant  assist- 
ance of  the  right  4ion.  gent,  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham) in  watching  every  part  of  its  pro^ 
gress.  Whatever  he  might  think  respects 
ing  the  inconvenience  of  any  change  at 
the  present  moment,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  there  could  be  no  inconve- 
nience in  discussing  any  project  of  reform. 
What  u  as  said  to  be  the  growing  senti- 
ment of  the  country  respecting  reform 
had  arisen  from  the  silence  of  parliament; 
and  the  only  effectual  mode  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  delusion  practised  upon  the 
public,  was  to  take  up  the  diiicussion  of 
such  subjects  in  that  house^  and  not  leave 
them  to  be  discussed  in  popular  meetings 
and  inOammatory  papers  out  of  doors. 
On  these  grounds,  he  should  allow  the 
bill  to  go  to  a  second  reading,  but  with- 
out givuig  any  pledge  to  support  it. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  heard  with  satisfaction  the 
intention  of  the  right  hon.  genL  to  sup- 
port the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend,  so  far 
as  the  introduction  of  the  measure*.  This 
measure  was  simply  an  act  of  regulation, 
and,  as  it  did  nut  make  any  part  of  the 
question  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  he 
should  abstain  from  making  any  observa- 
tion upon  that  subject.  The  hon.  gent, 
who  proposed  this  measure  to  the  house 
had  said,  that  he  would  not  value  the 
support  of  any  man  who  would  not  conti- 
nue that  support  whether  in  or  out  of  of- 
fice. For  his  part,  he  had  never  giveit 
support  to  any  measure  that  he  did  not 
continue  to  the  end  ;  and  he  was  then  out 
of  office  because  he  would  not  abandon 
the  support  of  a  measure  which  he  looked 
upon  as  essential  to  the  vital  interests  of 
this  empire.  But  in  demanding  such  a 
pledge,  the  hon.  member  must  suppose 
two  things;  , first,  that  his  measure. was 
such  as  a  member  could  support ;  and 
next,  that  it  was  practicable.  As  far  as 
he  could  judge  from  the  statement  of  his 
hon.  friend,  he  looked  upon  the  measure 
he  proposed  not  only  as  right  and  practi- 
cable, but  not  likely  to  produce  any  of  the 
dangers  apprehended  by  his  right  hon. 
friend.  It  would  be  impossible,  however* 
to  give  an  unlimited  pledge  until  the  mea* 
sure  should  be  before  the  house,  and  they 
eould  have  an  opportunity  of  exftmining 
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it  in  all  its  bearings.  .  He  agreed  that  it 
was  particularly  desirable  for  the  members 
of  that  house,  and  most  especially  for 
those  on  the  side  on  which  he  sat,  not  to 
give  rise  to  any  expectations  on  the  part 
of  the  people,  which' there  was  no  pros- 
pect of  realizing.  They  should  never  re- 
sort to,those  base  and  detestable  arts,  by 
which  such  expectations  were  encourag- 
ed, when  the  persons  exciting  them  must 
be  sensible  that  they  could  never  be  grati- 
fied. 

Mr.  Fuller  beg^^cd  to  apologize  to  the 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Windham)  for  hav- 
ing interruptecj  him,  which  had  arisen 
from  the  state  to  which  his  feelings  had 
been  excited,  by  observing  an  hon.  mem- 
ber the  third  from  him,  interrupt  him, 
whilst  speaking  so  nobly  to  the  subject. 
He  could  assurr.  the  Speaker  on  the  ho- 
nour of  a  gentleman,  and  his  family  had 
been  for  two  centuries  as  honourable  as 
cmy  others  in  the  kingdom,  that  he  had 
not  meant  any  disrespect  to  him.  On  the 
contrary,  he  had  ever  supported  him, 
even  against  the  miserable  fellows  who 
sometimes  wrangled  with  him,  (loud  cries 
of  "  Question,  question,"  and  laughter). 
Well,  he  would  com«  to  the  question. 
With  regard  to  this  same  swearing,  it  was 
much  beyond  his  comprehension,  and  so 
totally  out  of  his  way  (loud  laughter)  that 
he  would  have  nothing  at  all  to  say  to  it ; 
mnd  so  he  would  leave  them,  (The  hon. 
member  then  took  his  hat,  made  his  bow 
to  the  Speaker,  and  walked  out). 

Mr.  /.  H.  Browne  disapproved  of  the 
measure,  because  it  would  have  the  efiect 
of  excludmg  a  great  portion  of  the  wis- 
dom and  talents  it  possessed  from  that 
house.  If  the  bill  passed,  it  would  not  sa- 
tisfy the  persons  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
that  their  charges  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion were  not  well  founded.  The  bill 
could  not  lead  to  any  beneficial  result, 
and  in  opposing  it  he  trusted  that  he. 
should  not  be  considered  as  more  a  friend 
.to  corruption  than  any  other  hon.  mem- 
ber. The  bill  he  thought  could  not  be  re- 
jected too  soon. 

Mr.  Bailiurst  was  of  opinion  that  his 
right  hoi),  friend  (Mr.  Windham)  had  un- 
necessarily blended  this  measure  with 
Parliamentary  Reform.  He  was  pleased 
with  the  candid  manner  in  which  the  pro- 
position had  been  received  by  his  right 
hon.  friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
,quer),  when  he  admitted  that  the  bill 
might  be  entertained.  Many  of  the 
topics  which  had  been  introduced  during 


the  discussion  he  was  determined  to  lay 
out  of  his  consideration^  as  it  was  enough 
for  him  to  look  at  the  measure  as  it  was 
presented  to  him.  He  was  not  to  take  it 
upon  the  grounds  even  of  the  hon.  gent* 
who  brought  it  forward.  The  measure, 
in  his  mind,  would  be  p  rod  active  of  benefit^ 
though  he  wa»  not  sanguine  enough  to  ex- 
pect that  it  would  be  attended  with  all 
the  good  consequences  expected  by  the 
hon.  mover.  From  the  long  examination 
which  that  house  had  lately  been  unfor- 
tunately engaged  in,  (not  unfortunately, 
considering  the  importance  of  the  subject^ 
but  unfortunately,  as  most  appear  to  all 
those  who  wished  well  to  the  good  govern- 
ment of  thfs  country,)  it  had  gone  abroad 
that  that  house  and  the  prtrsent  times  were 
peculiarly  chargeable  with  corruption. 
From  all  that  he  had  seen  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  charge  was  ^groundless. 
The  bill  proposed  would,  however,  not 
satisfy  those  persons  who  made  this 
chari;e.  As  to  the  expectation  held  out 
that  the  measure  would  make  any  altera- 
tion in  the  description  of  perspns  returned 
to  that  house,  he  did  not  think  it  would 
have  any  effect  of  that  nature,  because  he 
was  persuaded  that  as  large  a  proportion 
of  landed  gentlemen,  as  of  any  other  de- 
scription, procured  their  seats  in  that 
house  by  the  means  objected  to.  He  con- 
ceived the  measure  to  be  much  more 
practicable  than  it  was  supposed  by  bis 
right  hon.  friend  (the  ChamTcllor  of  the 
Exchequer).  Ihe  precise  complaint  to 
be  redressed  was,  that  the  influence  which 
individuals  had  in  the  return  of  members 
to  that  house,  had  been  transferred  to 
others  for  a  pecuniary  consideration.  If 
it  was  desirable  that  this  practice  should 
not  exist,  then  the  next  question  was,  how 
it  would  be  practicable  to  restrain  it?  and 
this  the  measure  proposed  appeared  to 
him  likely  to  do.  But  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Windham),  appeared  to  him  to  take 
the  alarm  too  soon  at  the  idea  of  Reform. 
If  the  practice  was  wrong,  it  was  no  rea- 
son to  urge  against  the  adoption  of  a  re- 
medy, that  it  might  lead  to  an  expectation 
of  still  further  measures.  The  bill  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  gent,  was  a  mere  act  of 
regulation,  and  had  no  connection  what- 
ever with  the  more  difficult  and  more  dan* 
gerous  question  of  Parliamentary  Reform. 
The  arguments  urged  against  this  bill 
would  have  equally  applied  against  the 
Grenville  act,  and  all  the  other  acts  for 
regulating  the  conduct  of  parliament 
which  had  been  passed  gince  the  Re?olu<» 
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tioD,  and  he  c6ntended  that  the  present 
question  bad  less  reference  to  Parliamen- 
tary Reform  than  any  of  the  other  acts  to 
which  he  had  alludt;d.  This  bill  was  to 
contain  a  mere  regulation,  and  was  not  in- 
tended to  touch  any  existing  rights  of 
election.  It  proceeded  upon  the  assump- 
tion that  any  individual  might  constitution* 
ally  exercise  the  influence  which  his  cha- 
racter,  his  rank,  or  his  property  might 
procure  for  him  in  his  neighbourhood,  in 
favour  of  any  body  he  pleaded  to  recom- 
mend, but  was  to  prohibit  him  from  trans- 
ferring that  influence  for  a  pecuniary  con- 
sideration. It  was  perfectly  proper,  that 
any  individual  so  circumstanced  should 
recommend  whom  he  pleased  to  those 
who  might  apply  for  his  advice,  from  de- 
ference to  superior  knowledge,  experience, 
and  character,  but  it  was  not  rFght  that  he 
should  transfer  that  influence  for  money. 
For  one,  he  should  not  pledge  himself  to 
the  measure,  till  it  should  be  brought  in^ 
and  he  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
judging  whether  he  could  give  it  his  sup- 
port. But  he  was  glad  thai  the  bill  was 
to  be  aMowed  to  go  to  the  second  reading, 
because  the  house  would  thereby  be  ena- 
bled to  decide  upon  its  merits. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  expressed  his  regret  that 
a  spirit  like  that  displayed  in  the  very  able 
speech  of  the  last  speaker  did  not  pervade 
the  house.  He  could  not  conceive  what 
right  any  man  had  to  throw  the  smallest 
retlectionon  the  udvocntes  of  Parliamentary 
Reform.  The  principles  upon  which  they 
proposed  to  proceed  had  the  sanction  of 
lord  Chatham,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Fox, 
three  of  the  greatest  men  that  ever  appear- 
ed in  this  or  any  other  country.  Would 
any  of  the  puny  mortals  of  the  present  day 
think  of  setting  themselves  up  against  such 
men  ?  Did  any  Jnan  mean  to  say  that  these 
persons  were  insincere  ?  Would  they  have 
brought  forward  the  subject,  if  they  were 
insincere  ?  And  now.  Gentlemen, — [a  roar 
of  laughter,  which  continued  for  several 
minutes.  Mr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  speakers 
at  the  late  meeting  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor.]  There  was  an  opinion  among 
the  people,  that  members  of  parliament 
ought  to  be  independent  of  all  except  their 
constituents.  In  that  opinion  he  con- 
curred, and  that  was  his  view  of  Reform. 
This  measure  was  so  far  connected  with 
Reform,  that  it  went  acertain  way  to  secure 
the  independence  which  he  had  stated. 
He  perfectly  agreed  that  no  expectations 
ought  to  be  -held  out  to  the  people  that 
could  not  bt  realized,  but  he  totally  dif- 


fered from  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Per- 
ceval) who  considered  that  Reform  would 
render  the  house  of  commons  less  disposed 
to  rush  into  wars  as  a  proof  of  Jacob  mical 
intentions.  It  was  his  opinion  that  Reform 
would  have  this  beneficial  cftect.  Every 
one,  at  all  acquainted  w  ith  the  history  of  the 
American  war,  must  be  sensible  that  it 
would  not  have  lasted  so  long  had  it  not  been 
forthe  improper  influence  of  ministers ;  and 
the  same  thing  might  be  said  of  other  in- 
stances. There  were  persons  brought  into 
the  house  by  the  present  system  who  had 
an  interest  in  protracting  war.  lie  con- 
cluded by  observing,  that  in  discussiooi 
of  this  kind,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  had  always  an  advantage.  They 
talked  easily  and  fluently  of  the  dignity 
and  independence  of  parliament  in  general 
terms,  while  the  friends  of  Reform  wera 
under  the  necessity  of  directing  their  ob- 
servations to  a  particular  class  of  men,  or 
against  individuals,  which  was  always  an 
odious  duty.  But  as  it  was  a  duty,  they 
must  perform  it  in  the  best  manner  they 
could. 

Earl  Temple  entirely  agreed  in  the  very 
able  speech  made  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
(Mr.  liithurst)  on  the  bench  below.  He 
wished  it  to  be'Under^itood,  that  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  he  agreed  to  the  motion 
was  the  principle  which  pervaded^  what,  by 
the  courtesy  of  the  house,  was  called  the 
Grenville  bill,  a  measure;  lor  which  he  had 
an  hereditary  veneration.  It  was  upon  that 
principle  that  he  wished  success  to  the  bill 
of  the  hon.  gent.  He  would  support  the 
bill  also,  because  it  took  away  one  of  the 
greatest  arguments  in  favour  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform.  It  would  difl'use  a  salu- 
tary confidence  in  parliament  throughout 
the  country.  With  this  retrospective  view, 
and  looking  forward  to  the  future,  the  mo- 
tion should  have  his  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Curwen  did  not  intend  to  trouble 
the  house  at  any  length.  He  was  totally  at 
a  loss  to  account  why  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  op- 
pose the  bringing  in  the  bill,  when  he  had 
expressed  so  determined  a  resolution  to 
oppose  it  in  its  progress.  Did  he  say,  that 
the  evils,  which  it  was  the  object  of  the 
bill  to  remedy,  did  not  exist  ?  If  he  did^ 
why  did  he  allow  the  bill  to  be  brought 
in?  He  was  obliged  to  the  right  hon. 
gent,  below  him  (Mr.  Bathurst)  for  the 
qualified  promised  support  he  had  given 
him  :  but  he  would  not  admit  that  he  wm 
in  the  smallest  degree  obliged  to  the  right 
hon.  gent  on  the  opposite  bench.     Was 
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it  for  the  purpose  of  putting  bim  in  a 
situationofdiOjculty,  and  thereby  shewing 
his  inability,  that  he  woukl  soBer  bim  to 
bring  in  the  biU  ?  In  answer  to  what  had 
fallen  from  an  bon.  gent.,  respecting  fac- 
tious meetings,  he  would  assert  that,  there 
was  not  a  man  in  the  bouse  who  woold 
more  firnoly  resist  the  clamour  of  such 
meetings  than  himself.  It  was  not  to  the  in- 
flammatory proceedings  of  a  drunken  meet- 
ing at  a  tavern  that  he  looked  for  the  opi- 
nion of  the  people.  He  abhorred  such 
meeting!,  and  he  lamented  that  men  of  cha- 
racter, talents,  and  respectability,  should 
,be  found  to  countenance  them.  Their 
proceedings  betrayed  a  confirmed  disposi- 
tion to  depreciate  all  public  men,  as  well 
as  a  total  disinclination  to  accept  and  pur- 
sue any  system  of  Reform,  baring  modera- 
tion for  its  principle  and  basis.  But,  as 
be  said  before,  it  was  not  from  such  meet- 
ings that  he  collected  the  sense  of  the 
J>eople.  It  was  impossible  for  him  not  to 
ook  round  the  country,  and  to  hear  the 
expression  of  public  opinion  echoed  from 
every  corner  of  it.  With  respect  to  the 
objection  against  the  indefinite  nature  of 
his  motion,  he  would  say,  that  the  form  in 
which  it  was  submitted  to  the  house  was 
not  of  his  dictation.  On  that  subject  he 
had  consulted  some  of  the  ablest  men  in 
the  house,  and  particularly  the  distinguish- 
ed character  in  the  Chair.  He  must  again 
disclaim  for  himself  any  connection  with 
tavern  meetings.  The  hon.  member 
thought  wrong  of  him  if  he  supposed  he 
thought  differently  of  the  late  meetin<T  at 
the  Crown  and  Anchor  from  himself. — 
After  the  very  able  explanation  given  of 
the  bill  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  below  him, 
he  should  not  trespass  on  the  indulgence 
of  the  house  by  any  further  observations. 
He  must,  however,  again  repeat,  that  the 
object  of  the  bill  was  to  prevent  the  ob- 
taining of  seats  in  parliament  by  direct, 
flagirant,  palpable  corruption,  and  not  to 
<io  away  the  operation  of  influence.  He 
could  not  believe  that  any  member  of  that 
house,  any  man  in  the  country,  would  be 
capable  of  an  act  so  immoral  as  the  viola- 
tion of  the  sanction  he  meant  to  propose. 
He  knew  that  he  had  great  difficulties  to 
encounter,  but  he  trusted,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  house,  he  should  be  able  to 
fiurmount  them.  His  bill  would  have  no 
reference  to  the  act  of  William  and  Mary, 
commonly  called  the  Treating  Act. 
.  The  question  being  put,  the  motion  was 
carried  ;  and  Mr.  Curwen,  Mr.  Ponsonby, 
air  A.  Pifott,  sir  S.  Romilly,  lord  Folke- 


stone, Mr.  Windham,  and  others,  wem 
ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  bilL 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Friday,  May  5. 
'  Lord  Erskine  brought  in- a  Bill  for  the 
more  effectual  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to- 
wards Aninx^ls.  The  Bill  was  read  a  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  ;  and  his 
lordship  gave  notice  that  on  Moiiday,  if  it 
were  then  printed,  he  would  fix  a  day  for 
the  second  reading. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  5. 

[Mr.  Madocks's  Chargb  against  Mr. 
Perceval  and  Lord  Castlerragu.]  Mr. 
Madocks  rose  to  bring  forward  the  motion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice  some  days 
ago,  rejating  to  corrupt  practices  of  the 
Treasury  with  respect 'to  the  return  of 
Members  to  Parliament.  He  observed, 
that  he  was  fully  aware  that  he  bad  do 
claim  on  the  attention  of  the  house,  but 
that  which  he  derived  from  the  very  im- 
portant nature  of  the  subject  that  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  lay  before  them.  The  task 
he  had  undertaken  was  most  ungracious 
and  unpleasant ;  and  nothing  but  a  strong 
sense  of  public  duty  should  have  induced 
him  to  place  himself  in  the  situation  of  be- 
coming the  accuser  of  any  man.  It  would 
not  be  necessary  for  him  to  trespass  long 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  house*  The 
substance  of  the  motion  he  meant  to  pro- 
pose lay  in  a  very  narrow  compass.  It 
consisted  in  a  charge  of  corrupt  practices 
against  tv\o  of  its  members.  He  wished 
only  to  be  permitted  to  make  one  prefa- 
tory observation,  and  it  was  this,  that  the 
facts  that  came  to  his  knowledge  were  to 
dangerous,  so  prejudicial  to  the  genuine 
spirit  and  principles  of  the  constitution, 
that  he  would  have  justly  merited  to  be 
stigmatized  as  a  traitor  to  his  country  if 
he  had  declined  to  lay  them  before  the 
house.  Before  he  proceeded  further,  he 
would  move  that  the  several  entries  on  the 
Journals  relating  to  the  proceedings  agamst 
the  two  Shepherds,  members  of  that  house, 
be  read.  [The  clerk  here  read  the  entry, 
dated  the  13th  of  Feb.  1700,  in  which  it  ' 
was  stated,  that  Samuel  and  Francis  Shep- 
herd, esqrs.  members  of  that  housf,  were 
ordered  to  attend  in  their  places,  on 
charges  of  corrupt  practices  respecting 
seats  in  parliament;  also  the  entry  dated 
Feb.  15,  1700,  specifying,  that  cocruptioa 
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bad  been  practised  on  the  electors  of 
Newport,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Malms- 
bury,  Wootton  Basset,  and  other  places ; 
also  the  entry  of  March  18th,  1700,  stat- 
ing, thai  Messrs.  Shepherds  had  been 
heard  in  their  places,  and  by  their  coun- 
sel at  the  bar  ;  finding  the  charges  prov- 
ed, and  ordering  that  San>uel  Shepherd, 
senior,  be  committed  to  the  Tower,  and 
his  agent  to  Newgate.]  He  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  form 
of  the  proceeding  on  that  occasion.  It 
appeared  first,  that  information  of  the  cor- 
rupt practices  was  laid  before  the  house  ; 
next,  that  the  two  Shepherds  were  heard 
in  their  places ;  and  thirdly,  that  they 
were  headed  by  their  counsel  at  the  bar. 
The  Charges  he  had  to  bring  forward  were 
against  two  of  his  majesty's  ministers; 
one  against  the  right  hon.  Spencer  Perce- 
val, for  having,  through  the  acjency  of 
the  hon.  Henry  WeUesley,  late  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  and  late  a  member  of  this 
house,  and  also  by  other  agents,  been 
guilty  of  corrupt  and  criminal  practices, 
in  order  to  procure  members  to  be  elected 
into  this  parliament :  The  other  was 
against  the  right  hon.  lord  viscount  Oas- 
tlereagh,  a  member  of  this  house,  for  si- 
milar practices.  He  would  take  up  the 
time  of  the  house  no  longer,  but  move  that 
these  Charges  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
house,  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  motion  having  been  read  from  the 
Chair, 

The  Chancdhr  of  the  Exchequer  (rising 
under  evident  agitation)  said,  that  he 
knew  not  what  course  was  pursued  in 
1700,  the  aera  of  the  hon.  member's  pre- 
cedents; but  through  the  whole  of  his 
acquaintance  with  the  proceedings  of  that 
house,  he  never  knew  any  instance  'whfen 
an  accusation  was  brought  forward  against 
a  member,  that  the  substance  of  such  ac- 
cusation was  not  previously  communicated 
to  him ;  and  that,  through  the  common 
courtesy  of  the  house,  he  was  not  allowed 
to  be  heard  in  his  defence.  The  hon. 
member,  however,  was  the  best  judge  of 
the  course  he  meant  to  pursue.  Under 
these  circumstances,  nothing  remained  for 
him  but  to  make  his  bow,  and  leave  the 
question  to  the  decision  of  the  house. 
{The  right  hon.  member  immediately  left 
the  house]. 

Sir  J,  Anstnether  said,  that  the  form  of 
proceeding  proposed  by  the  hon.  member 
was  one  of  the  strangest  he  ever  heard. 
The  house  would  pause  before  it  came  to 
•o  eKtraordinary  a  resolution.    Whether 


the  persons  accused  stood  there  as  his  ma. 
jesty's  ministers,  or  whether  they  were 
the  lowest  members  of  society,  they  were^ 
entitled,  before  they  were  called  on  for 
their  defence,  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
nature,  at  least,  of  the  crime  with  which 
they. were  charged.  What  informationv 
he  would  ask,  had  the  hon.  member 
given,  to  call  upon  the  house  to  adopt  so 
solemn  a  proceeding,  as  a  hearing  at  their 
bar?  What  charges  had  he  specified 
against  Mr.  Spencer  Perceval  or  lord  Cts- 
tlereagh  ?  Would  any  court,  which  de- 
served to  be  called  a  court,  conduct  itself 
upon  such  principles  ?  Was  it  ever  heard, 
that  a  person  was  to  be  set  down  as  one 
under  accusation,  without  the-sli^htest  in* 
formation  having  been  laid  before  the 
house  ?  The  hon.  member  told  them,  that 
he  was  informed  a  member  of  that  house 
had  stated  in  a  former  debate  some  in- 
stances of  corrupt  practices  within  his 
knowledge  ; '  and  upon  these  grounds  he 
preferred  a  charge,  which  had  the  efiect 
of  obliging  the  right  hon.  member  to  quit 
the  house.  If  every  member,  agaiest 
whom  vague  and  indefinite  charges  of  this 
kind  mi^ht  be  brought  forward  must 
withdraw,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  hon. 
member  might  soon  have  the  whole  house 
to  himself.  He  deprecated  the  scattering 
of  loose  and  unfounded  accusations.  The 
hon.  member  was  totall}^  mistaken  in  his 
precedent.  As  far  as  his  recollection 
served  him,  it  did  not  sanction  the  form 
of  proceeding  he  recommended.  '  The 
charges  against  the  Shepherds  were  the 
subject  of  long  and  frequent  examinations 
before  committees  of  that  house.  There 
was  no  precedent  for  putting  a  man  on 
his  trial  on  such  slight  grounds. 

Sir  F,  Bwrdett  observed,  that  his  hon. 
friend  had  no  objection  to  state  the  parti- 
culars of  that  information,  which  he 
meant  to  lay  before  the  house.  He  al- 
ways understood  that  a  member  informing 
the  house  that  a  report  had  reached  him 
of  corrupt  practices,  was  held  sufficient 
grounds  to  proceed  upon.  The  house  had 
often  proceeded  to  hear  evidence  at  the 
bar,  upon  even  slighter  grounds  than  the 
mere  knowledge  of  members. 

Mr.  Biddulph  thought  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  right  hon.  members  against  whom 
the  charges  were  brought,  to  stand  up  and 
second  the  motion,  if  U  were  only  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  tlieir  characters.  After 
what  had  been  said  in  that  house,  respect- 
ing these  corrupt  practic«s,it  was  impossible 
not  to  take  notice  of  the  subject.  The  house 
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could  not,  maintaining  iny  regard  for  its 
character,  pass  over  so  extraordinary  a  cir- 
cumstance. Sopie  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters were  charged  with  being  active  agents 
in  corruption.  The  tone  and  dignity  of 
that  house  must  be  gradually  falling,  the 
feeli^igs  of  ministers  themselves  must  be 
wofuliy  blunted,  indeed,  if  they  could 
sit  in  their  places,  and  hear  such  accusa- 
tions. The  hon.  member  was  entitled  to 
the  attention  of  the  house,  if  it  were  only 
on  acc6unt  of  the  grave  and  important 
nature  of  the  Charges  he  brought  forward. 
It  was,  in  substance,  no  less  than  this,  that 
two  of  his  majesty's  ministers  were  ac- 
cused of  corrupt  practices,  to  procure  the 
return  of  members  to  parliament. 

.Mr.  Bathurst  conceived  there  was  some- 
thing extremely  irregular  in  the  form  of 
proceeding  proposed  by  the  hon.  member. 
It  was  a  form  of  proceeding  better  adapted 
to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  one  of  the 
meetings  that  were  so  frequent,  and  so  in- 
dustriously promoted,  than  befitting  the 
temper  and  dignity  of  that  house.  It 
wpuld  well  become  that  meeting  in  which 
the  extraordinary  pmposiiion  was  made 
and  approved,  that  a  man  holding  a  place 
under  government  was  not  fit  to  sit  in 
that  house.  Such  propositions  were  not 
intended  for  the  sober  consideration  of 
parliament.  No  ;  their  object  was  to  in- 
crease the  popular  ferment,  to  add  fuel  to 
fire ;  and  to  encourage  and  propagate  that 
dangerous  spirit  that  was  circulated  with  a 
diligence  the  most  suspicious. 

**  Spargere  voces  in  vulgum  arnbiguas** — 

seemed  to  be  the  grand  principle  of  action 
of  the  leaders  of  these  meetings.  Their 
aim  was  to  cry  down  all  public  men  ;  to 
render  them  objects  of  distrust  and  sus- 
picion, lie  could  perceive  no  good,  no 
substance  in  a  motion  grounded  on  unde- 
fined Charges  of  this  kind.  For  his  part, 
he  must  require  something  tangible,  some 
statement  that  would  enable  him  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  <'harge  was  fit  to  be  en- 
tertained, apd  what  were  the  grounds 
of  suspicion.  With  respect  to  the  precedent 
read,  it  did  not  stand  upon  the  loose  grounds 
that  the  motion  of  the  honourable  member 
dii.  It  was  not  because  one  member 
should  say  that  another  did  so  and  so,  that 
that  other  member  should  be  called  upon 
to  negative  it.  Where  the  charge  was 
direct,  the  course  of  proceeding  was  plain. 
Instead  of  seconding  the  motitin,  the  right 
hon.  member  could  only  do  as  he  had 
done ;   and  they  were  bound  to  support 


him  against  a  most  unfair  mode  of  en- 
deavouring to  implicate  the  house. 

Mr.  Biddtdph  thought  it.  extraordinary 
that  the  right  hon.  member,  with  whom 
he  had  not  the  least  acquaintance,  and 
who  knew  but  little  of  him,  should  charge 
him  with  participating  in  factious  meet* 
ings,  and 

Mr.  Whitbread  rose  to  order.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  hon.  member  totally 
misunderstood  the  last  speaker. 

Mr.  Ba//«a*5/ explained,  that  he  certainly 
had  BO  knowledge  of  tlie  hon.  member. 
What  he  said  relating  to  factious  meetings 
was  meant  to  apply  to  the  honourable 
member ;  but  he  now  understood  that  he 
never  attended  any  of  those  meetings,  and 
he  therefore  begged  pardon  for  having  so 
alluded  to  him.    ^ 

Mr.  Madocks  said,  that  when  he  gave 
notice  of  the  motion  which  he  brought 
forward  that  evening,  he  stated  the  sub- 
stance of  it  as  fully  and  explicitly  as  he 
could.  He,  conceived  that  he  would  best 
do  his  duty  by  resting  his  proceeding 
upon  precedent.  If,  in  pursuing  this 
course,  he  could  be  stipposed  to  have  acted 
uncandidly  towards  the  members  againH 
whom  his  charges  were  directed,  he 
begged  to  apologize  to  them.  It  arose 
from  ignorance;  for  he  could  assure  those 
hon.  members,  and  he  trusted  the  assertion 
would  be  believed,  that  he  was  anxious  to 
bring  the  subject  forward  as  fairly  as  pos- 
sible. He  was  ready  to  adopt  any  mode 
of  proceeding  the  house  should  recom- 
mend. It  never  was  his  intention,  indeed 
it  would  be  unfair,  to  send  out  a  story  to 
the  country,  without  being  prepared  to 
prov«  the  fact. 

Here  the  Speaker  interposed,  and  said* 
that  tifter  what  had  just  fallen  from 
the  honourable  member,  he  felt  it  im- 
perative upon  him  to  submit  to  the 
house  his  sentiments  on  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding. If  it  was  fit  that  a  member  should 
be  heaid  in  his  place,  it  was  also  fit  that 
he  should  hear  the  charges  against  which 
he  Was  to  defend  himself.  No  charges 
could  be  stated  against  any  absent  mem- 
ber. In  respect  to  the  notice,  the  hon. 
member  would  allow  him  to  tell  him,  that 
any  notice  against  ministers  applied  to  the 
whole  of  the  a<lministration,  and  that  it 
was  not  the  practice  of  ministers  to  with- 
draw^ except  the  charges  were  personal. 
The  notice  the  hon.  member  gave  was 
ag.iinst  ministers  generally.  With  respect 
to  charges, the  house  always  received  tltem 
with  great   strictness    and    deliberatioiu 
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Tfcey  ought  to  be  brought  forward  in  the 
most  solemn  manner.  There  were  two 
modes  of  proceeding; ;  either  by  impeach- 
ment, in  which  case  they  were  decided  by 
another  tribunal ;  or  sometimes  oral  charts 
were  heard,  against  which  the  parties  ac- 
cused defended  themselves  in  their  places, 
and  frequently  by  their  counsel  at  the  bar; 
and  upon  the  whole  matter  the  house  came 
to  such  conclusion  as  it  thought  proper. 
With  respect  to  the  precedent  that  had 
been  read,,  there  was,  to  be  sure,  no  speech 
on  the  Journals  ;  but  there  was  enough  to 
imply  that  the  substance  of  the  motion  had 
been  previously  given  to  the  house.  With- 
out premises,  no  opinion  was  to  be  expect-r 
ed.  A  charge  implied  that  the  person  ac- 
cused was  to  be  heard  ;  that  there  was 
something  on  which  he  must  be  heard. 
After  hearing  the  person  accused,  it 
Would  be  for  the  house  to  say  ayo  or  no, 
whether  they  should  proceed  further. 
Reverting,  therefore,  to  the  subject,  it  was 
his  opinion  that  no  particulars  of  charge 
Could  now  be  stated.  This  opinion, 
however,  if  adopted  by  the  hou^^e,  shut  out 
no  further  inquiry;  shut  outnoho;i.  mem- 
ber from  proceeding  at  any  o»her  time. 
The  motion  of  the  hon.  member  came  as 
much  by  surprize  upon  him  as  upon  the 
house  ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  afford  him  that  assistance  he 
wished".  If  it  should  be  the  sense  of  the 
bouse  not  to  proceed,  as  he  thought  it 
ought,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  take  its 
sense,  aj'e  or  no,  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  Maiocks  said,  that  he  would  be  the 
last  person  to  state  any  thinc^  to  the  house 
which  he  conceived  to  be  improper. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  thought  there 
could  t)e  but  one  sentiment  in  the  house 
on  the  subject  of  the  present  motion.  Con- 
sidering the  mode  in  which  it  was  brought 
forward,  and  the  mistake  in  the  case  of  the 
precedent  referred  to,  he  was  convinced 
that  the  house  ought  to  mark  its  opiniQU  in 
so  decided  a  manner,  as  not  to  render  it- 
self liable  to  a  recurrence  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding. He  rose,  therefore,  to  advise  the 
bouse  not  to  agree  to  the  withdrawing  of 
the  motion,  bu^ without  intending  any  per- 
sonal disrespect  to  the  hon.  mover,  lie 
should  consequently  oppose  any  motion  of 
that  nature,  and  call  for  the  marked  opi- 
nion of  the  house. 

Mr.  Wtdtbrcad  rose  to  offer  a  few  words. 
He  commenced  by  noticing  the  curious 
reason  assigned  by  the  right  hon.  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  \i}t  refusing  to  permit  the 
motion  to  be  withdiawn^and  thcanesr^ti?- 

VoL.  XIV. 


ing  it ;  namely,.ttnit  the  house  would  there- 
by prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar  er- 
rors.     But  it  was  for  all  that  right  hon. 
gent/s  irigenuity  to  find  out  how  such  a 
result  as  that  was  to  be  produced  by  the 
naked  entry  on  the  Journals  of  a  proposi- 
tion-made and  negatived.     How  coulq  the 
negativing  of  the  motion  prevent  any  fu- 
ture misunderstanding  of  Shepherd's  case. 
But  the  hon.  member  had  not  shewn  any 
desire  to  witt\draw  his  motion.     As  to  the 
motion  itself,  notwithstanding  the  able  ex- 
po«ition  from  the  Chair,  given  with  all  the 
knowledge  which  characterized  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  was  at  all  times  so  ready 
to  give  his  assistance  to  every  member  of 
parliament,  yet  it  appeared   to  him  that 
any  person  might  be  misled  by  the  Entry. 
Ti»ere  was  no  record  <T  any,  or  what  in- 
formation  was    given  in  the   instance  of 
Shepherd's  case,  and  therefore  we  were 
(juite  in  the  dark  on  that  point.   Shepherd 
protested  his  innocence,  as  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  might  have  protested  his 
innocence  in  this  case.     The  Secretary  of 
State  himself  had  not  been  backward  in 
propos'nc^  a  resolution  without  a  previous 
notice,  'f  he  hon.  member  behind  htm  had 
made  a  general  charge,  and  had  declared 
his  readiness  to  tell  his  story  to  the  house. 
He  had,  in  his  opinion,  a  perfect  right  to 
do  so.  The  bouse  had  been  warned  against 
ihe   effects   of   what   had    been    termed 
"  widt'-wastiiig    motions,"    which    were 
inconsistent  with  the  duty  of  members  to 
each  other,  and  to  the  state.      To  avoid 
such  objections  as  were  made  against  the 
activity  of  Committees,  the   hon.   mem- 
ber had  preferred  a  general  charge  of  cor- 
ruption, in    the   first  instance,  and    had 
selected  and  specified  two  individual  mi- 
nisters of  state,  as  parties  against  whom 
he  declared  himself  ready  to  enter  into  the 
case,  taking  upon  himself  the  responsibility 
and  peril  of  the  task.     A  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  stated,  that  this  charge  might  ap- 
peal* to  be  a  trifling  matter,  when  examin- 
ed, and  therefore,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
know  its  nature  beforehand  :  in  short,  to 
have   it   brought  before  the    house  in  a 
'  tangible  shape.'     A  tangible  shape,  he 
(Mr.  W.)  thought  rather  an  aukward  ex-» 
pression  at  present.     The  house  had  re- 
cently had  pretty  strong  calls  upon  them 
for   tangible  shapes,   and   these  tangible 
shapes  had  not  turr>ed  out  exactly  as  they 
were   wished    and  expected  to  turn  out. 
For  his  part,  he  thought  the  moment  for 
putting  the  present  charge  into  a  tangible 
shape  would  be  precisely  tbat^  when  tht 
20 
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witnesses  were  called  to  the  bar  of  the 
house  to  be  examined  upon  the  subject. 
This  motion,  it  appeared,  was  treated  by 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  as  one  part 
of  a  general  system  organized  for  the  at- 
tack of  all  public  men.  This  he  must 
diBhy.  Where  was  such  a  systematical 
plan  to  be  discovered  ?  What  was  to  be 
expected  from  the  feeling  of  the  public, 
TVhen  they  saw  lately  such  an  instance  of 
the  judgment  of  that'housc  in  a  case  where 
the  accusation  was  brought  home  to  the 
accused  person,  who  confessed  the  com- 
mission of  lije  offence^  and  whose  confes- 
sion was  upon  record  ;  and  yet  that  house, 
(always  so  watchful  of  its  privileges, and 
its  dignity,)  took  no  notice  of  what  was 
proved,  and  saw  no  necessity  of  coming  to 
any  criminating  Resolution  ?  A  right  hon. 
gent,  had  thought  proper  to  make  some 
remarks  upon  gentlemen^s  attending  cer- 
tain clubs  and  societies  existing  for  the 
purpose  as  he  supposed,  of  exciting  the 
public  mind  and  inflaming  popular  passion. 
What  had,  in  fact,  excited  the  public  mind  ? 
M'hat,  but  the  results  of  recent  investiga- 
tions into  transactions  of  public  import- 
ance !  What,  but  the  refusal  of  the  house 
of  commons  to  do  justice  on  a  member  and 
a  minister  who  did  not  deny  his  ofTcnces ! 
What,  without  imputing  such  a  design  to 
ministers,  would  be  the  consequence  of  an 
attempt  to  stifle  the  expression  of  the  pub- 
lic voice  ?  He  readily  avowed,  that  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  his  political  life  he  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  attending  meetings  of 
the  people.  Every  word  he  had  said  on 
these  occasions  he  considered  himself 
responsible  for.  He  would  not  retract  one 
word  that  he  had  used  on  such  occasions. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  who  would  Fay 
they  were  sorry  for  having  been  at  public 
meetings.  He  thought  it  fair  to  speak  oat, 
whatever  marks  of  displeasure  or  censure 
he  might  observe  on  the  countenances  of 
gentlemrn  opposite,  for  he  was  neither 
afraid  n^r  ashamed  to  hvow  that  his  not 
having  been  present  at  one  meeting  in 
particular,  recently  held,  which  gave  great 
offence,  did  not  arise  from  any  thing  he 
disliked  or  thought  improper  in  the  object 
of  that  meeting.  He  thought,  indeed, 
that  advantage  might  be  taken  to  excite 
and  inflame  the  public  against  the  persons 
and  principles  of  the  friends  of  Reform. 
He  professed  himself  to  be  strenuously  for 
a  Re'form  in  the  way  in  which  it  was  de- 
fined last  nighty  as  an  alteration  in  the  con- 
•titution  of  that  house.  In  noticing  the 
t^roarks  of  the  right  hon.  gent.^  he  applied 


to  the  tendency  of  part  of  his  speech  the 
quoUtion  he  (Mr.  Bathurat)  had  used — 

'•  Spargere  voces  in  vulgiim  ambiguas.*' 
That  right  hon.  gent,  supposed  that  the  re- 
sults of  such  a  Reform  as.  was  proposed, 
would  be  to  exclude  all  public  men  from 
sitting  in  that  house.  He^did  not  think  so. 
He  was  not  himself  of  that  opinion,  for  he 
did  not  think  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  or  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, or  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  any  of 
the"  great  and  efficient  officers  of  the  crown, 
should  be  excluded  from  seats  in  that 
house.  He  would  not  go  to  the  same'  ex- 
tent as  the  Act  of  Settlement;  bul  he  must 
say,  that  be  did  see  many  before  him  hold- 
ing places,  who,  without  meaning  any 
thing  personal  to  them,  Ite  did'think  ought 
to  be  excluded.  When  a  cry  was  raised 
against  public  meetings,  because  two  mi- 
nisters were  charged  with  corruption,  he 
felt  desirous  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  a  few  questions  with  respect 
to  the  means  of  inflamingthe  public  mind. 
Was  it  meant  to  say  that  the  few  persons 
who  were  at  the  recent  meeting  could  be 
so  extremely  dangerous  ?  Was  it  troe  or 
not  that  gross  corruptions  existed  ?  He 
would  admit'  not  so  gross  as-  in  former 
times,  but  yet  gross  enough.  Were  we 
so  purified  r  Had  we  really  done  cnbugh 
in  the  progress  of  Reform  r  No,  we  could 
never  do  enough;  if  the  work  of  Reform 
ceasod,  while  human  nature  was  human 
nature,  corruption  would  succeed  and 
triumph.  We  know  that  members  were 
formerly  paid  by  the  crown  so  many 
pounds  a  year  for  their  votes  and  support 
in  the  house  of  comrDons.  Corruption  was 
not  now  so  gross;  but  in  those  times  they 
had  the  benefit  of  arguments  against  Re- 
forms similar  to  those  used  at  present. 
Could  any  man  arraign  the  conduct  of  his 
hon.  friend  who  made  the  motion,  and 
venture  to  say,  that  there  was  no  con'up- 
tion  in  the  election  of  members  to  parlia- 
ment? He  had  never  been  in  office,  and 
therefore  had  not  the  means  of  such  par- 
ticular knowledge  of  these  things  as  some 
others ;  but  he  could  speak  from  that  sort 
of  general  knowledge  that  he  had  acquired 
on  the  subject,  and  was  desirous  that  it 
should  pass  under  close  examination.  He 
thought  his  hon.  friend  might  fairly  stand 
on  the  question  of  form,  and  take  the  senst 
of  the  house. — It  was  improper  now  to 
enter  into  particular  observations  while  the 
parties  accused  were  absent ;  but  he  can* 
tended  that  casts  miglrt  occur,  in  which  a 
member  might  net  have  a  quarter  of  an 
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hour's  notice,  to  bring  general,  charges. 
Tiie  Secretary  of  8:^116  wished  a  negative 
to  be  put  upon  this  motion,  to  serve  as  a 
sort  of  land-mark  to  prevent  future  at- 
tempts at  encroachment.  He,  too,  wished 
the  sense  of  the  house  taken,  to  serve  as  a 
land-niark  of  the  privileges  and  duties  of 
members  of  that  house.  Corrupt  conduct 
was  imputed  to  Mr.  Spencer  Perceval  and 
lord  Castlereagh.  Thp  responsibiKty  was 
on  the  mover,  and  let  the  house  clecide 
fairly ;  the  withdrawing  of  the  motion 
might  carry  the  appearance  of  mistidte  in 
the  mover.  It  might  have  been  more  pru- 
dent to  consult  the  opinion  of  the  Chair ; 
but  the  motion  beina^  made,  he  thought  the 
principle  of  the  right  ought  not  to  be 
yielded.  This  \fasan  attack,  not  upon  all 
public  men,  but  on  their  corrupt  practices ; 
and  if  defeated  in  the  question  now,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  brought  on  again  al- 
most immediately.  They  all  knew  of 
these  practices,  and  they  had  recognized 
them.  The  house  of  commons  had  passei]^ 
over  a  case  proved  before  them,  and  the 
man  remained  a  minister  of  state.  Did 
not  that  transaction  shew  that  abuse  was 
not  corrected  or  checked  ?  and  those  men 
who  did  not  wish  for  a  Parliamentary  Re- 
form, should  look  well  to  the  remedy  of 
what  was  practically  wrong,  and  for  which 
members  might  be  sent  to  Newgate.  A 
member  offers  to  prove  the  existence  of 
ministerial  corruption,  and  up  jumps  some 
bon.  gent.,  and  charges  him  with  attacking 
all  public  characters,  and  endeavouring  to 
destroy  the  con^  itution  from  the  founda- 
tion, and  to  build  up  some  new  edifice. 
He  denied  again  the  truth  of  such  charges. 
He  saw  no  proof  or  just  suspicion  of  such 
a  system  as  was  alluded  to.  If  the  house 
would  not  give  the  people  the  right  of 
public  investigation  into  abuses,  the  people 
might  be  quiet;  but  they  would  see,  that 
they  who  refused  inquiry,  refused  to  them 
the  British  constitution. 

Sir  Joltn  Anstruther  explained,  that  be 
did  not  state  that  the  attack  on  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh was  part  of  an  attack  on  all  pub- 
lic men,  whatever  opinion  he  might  enter- 
tain on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Yorke  spoke  with  CTeat  animation 
in  reprobation  of  the  motion.  He  consi- 
dered it  as  unjust  and  ridiculous.  Were 
honourable  gentlemen  so  ignorant  of  the 
history  of  their  country,  of  the  forms  and 
privileges  of  that  house,  in  which  they 
had  the  honour  to  sit,  as  to  encourage  a 
motion  so  unjust  and  unprecedented  ? 
Every  man  who  was  conversant  in  the  pro- 


ceedings  of  the  house,  who  had  the  small- 
est ideas  of  justice,  of  liberty,  of  lJ)e  laws 
under  which  he  lives,  must  give  to  it  his 
decided  negative,  and  not  allow  a  refuge 
to  this  unjust,  this  ridiculous  motion. 

Mr.  Gooch,  noticing  the  observation,  that 
attempts  were  made  to  throw  a  slur  on  the 
conduct  of  persons  attending  public  meet- 
ings, said,  that  if  the  speeches  attributed  to 
particular  persons  were  literally  so,  they 
went  near  to  destroy  what  was  the  most  de- 
sirable of  all  things  in  the  present  state  of 
the  country ;  he  meant  the  unanimity  of  the 
public  mind;  and  tended  to  more  mis- 
chief than  all  their  authors  could  retrieve^ 
if  they  lived  to  sit  in  the  house  for  a  hun- 
dred ye^rs  to  come.  He  would  give  hia 
feeble  assistance  to  the  prevention  of  real 
abuses,  but  not  to  those  general  attacks  of 
abuses,  never  known  as  such  till  these 
pure  days.  These  public  meetings  could 
only  do  mischief.  He  did  not  impute  im- 
proper motives  to  individuals,  but  as  to  vot- 
ing public  thanks  to  a  gentleman  for  his 
patriotism,  he  would  as  soon  vote  them  to 
Mrs.  Clarke  for  her  virtue.  (A  laugh. 
Hear!  hear!)  He  would  not  be  deterred 
from  his  opinions  by  the  sentimentvS  of  any 
set.of  people.  The  expressions  he  had 
heard  imputed  to  an  hon.  gent,  did  him  no 
credit  as  an  Englishman.  He  hoped  al- 
ways to  see  respectable  persons  opposing 
government.  They  were  the  guardians 
of  the  public  interest ;  but  there  was  g 
power  behind  those  benches  (the  opposi- 
tion benches)  greater  than  those  benches 
themselves.  That  power  looked  not  to 
parliament,  but  to  a  faction  who  would 
get  rid  of  all  parties,  and  represent  them- 
selves to  the  country  as  the  concentrated 
ciisence  of  political  purity.  (Hear ! )  The 
hon.  baronet  opposite  (sir  Francis  Burdett) 
with  whom  he  was  once  in  friendship, 
acted,  he  believed,  honestly  and  conscien- 
tiously in  public  life,  or  else  his  nature 
must  have  changed  since  he  knew  him  ; 
but  his  political  proceedings  had  his  total 
dissent,  and  he  trembled  at  the  conse- 
quence of  his  enthusiastic  conduct. 

Mr.  Lyttkton  had  never  heard  of  such 
charges,  unsupported  by  proofs,  as  were 
made  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  house. 
The  benches  below  him  were,  it  seemed, 
.the  guards  of  the  public  purse.  What 
then,  became  of  ministers,  and  of  all  the 
rest  of  the  house?  The  most  severe  re- 
marks had  been  introduced  upon  public 
meetings.  He  had  happened  to  attend  at 
one  of  them  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
celebrating,  in  common  with  all  the  na- 
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tion,  the  conduct  of  that  minority  of  125, 
of  which  one  ffentleman  in  particular  was 
the  leader.     The  nation  had  expressed  its 
sentiment  of  that  minority  in  n  strong  and 
audible  voice,  and  he  thought  that  gentle- 
men ought   not  to  hesitate  to  treat  that 
voice  with  respect,  though  an  honourable 
member  might  charge  such  celebrations 
as  attempts  to  create  confusion.     The  ob- 
ject of  the  meeting  he  attended  wus  defi- 
nite and  honourable.     He  did   not  go  to 
the  Crown  and  Anchor,  for  reasons  similar 
to  those  already  stated    (by  Mr.  Whit- 
bread).     If  the  house  adopted  a  moderate 
and  just  Reform,  he  believed  that  the  pub- 
lic  meetings  would   be  fewer,   and    less 
alarming  to  government..    They  were  the 
natural  consequences  of  the  misconduct  of 
the  house,  and  there  was  no  prevention  of 
them  by  absolute  force,  but  by  timely  Re- 
form.    As  for  misrepresentations  of  the 
press,  which  were  complained  of  by  gen- 
tlemen opposite,  had  not  others,  and  par- 
ticularly an  hon.  baronet,  been  treated  to 
the  full  with   as  little  ceremony.      He 
could  not  believe  that  the  nation  would 
impute  to  the  advocates  of  Reform  what 
the  press  imputed  to  them.     Indeed,  such 
report?  of  public  meetings  would  be  tram- 
pled upon,  if  the  grievances  themselves 
did  not  actually  exist.     He  thought,  after 
what  the  Speaker  had   said,  it  would   be 
more  regular  to  withdraw  the  morion  ;  but 
not  to  withdraw  it  so  as  to  yield  a  privi- 
lege.     He  concluded    by  declaring   his 
opinion,  that  the   ministers  of  the  crown 
possessed  an  undue  influence  in  that  house. 
Mr.  Brand  expressed  his  astonishment 
to  hear  accusation**  and  censures  on  gen- 
tlemen for  an  ancient,  acknowledged  con- 
stitutional  practice  of  Englishmen,  in  at- 
tending public  meetings.     This,  he   had 
been  always  taught,  ignorant  as  perhaps 
he  was   of   the  history  of  the   country. 
Meetings  of  the  people  for  the  attainment 
of  a  moderate  R'^form.  conducted  with  re- 
gularity and  order,  did  n^jt  lead  to  public 
nischief,  but  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  coun- 
try and  of  the  honse.     He  avowed  that 
he  was  a  steward  at  one  of  those  meetings, 
and  joined  in  recommending  to  the  coun- 
ties to  petition  parliament  for  the  desired 
Reform,  temperately,  yet  urgently.     That 
embraced  the  entire  object  of  tne  meet- 
ing.    He  was  ready  at  any  time,   to  de- 
fend his  conduct  on  the  principles  of  our 
forefathers,   and    should  continue  to    be 
guidt*d    by  those   principles.       He  rose 
chiefly  at  present  to  repel  unfounded  as- 
perbjons. 


Mr.  Shtrges  Batartie  said,  that  no  distinct 
charge  Kad  been  proposed  against  either 
of  the  two  parties  accused.  He  never 
knew  any  motion  more  contrary  to  justice 
in  that  house,  or  elsewhere.  He  was  even 
surprized  to  hear  ir  defended  by  an  honour- 
able member  opposite  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
versed,  as  he  was,  in  his  favourite  charac- 
ter of  a  public  accuser  in  the  British  house 
of  common^.  Was  a  charge  of  personal 
corruption  to,  be  treated  like  a  general 
charge  against  an  administration?  He  was 
proud  that  he  was  no  party  to  such  resolu- 
tions as  those  lately  published,  stating  a 
clause  in  the  Act  of  Settlement  as  the  ex,- 
isting  law  of  the  land,  which  never  was 
law.  [Here  it  was  observed  that  it  was 
four  years  before  it  was  repealed.]  Never 
till  lately  had  it  been  seen  in  this  country 
that  bodies  of  people,  not  present  during  a 
judicial  examination,  had  met  to  arraign 
the  conduct  of  tho^e  who  found  it  their 
duty  to  acquit  one  who  was  accused.  He 
never  till  now  heard  of  condemning  the 
houseof  commons  in  this  manner,  for  the 
exercise  of  their  duty  in  an  acquittal.  He 
could  not  conceive  how  those  who  called 
themselves  the  great  friends  of  the  coun- 
try could  reconcile  it  to  their  feelings  to 
degrade  the  character  of  the  house  of 
commons. 

Mr.  Huichmson  had  not  attended  any  of 
the  public  meetings,  and  from  his  habits  of 
life  it  was  not  likely  he  should  attend 
them  ;  but  he  joined  in  expressions  of  sur- 
prize at  the  language  he  had  heard.  If 
such  language  was  correct,  he  should  sup- 
pose that  the  house  of  commons  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  people,  but  were  of 
their  own  creation.  If  the  tendency  of 
the  doctrines  he  had  lately  heard  were  en- 
couraged and  acted  upon,  he  should  bid 
adieu  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and 
should  account  his  being  sent  to  parlia- 
ment not  an  honour.butadegraddtion.  If 
it  were  thought  just  and  expedient  to  at- 
tack the  meetings  of  the  public,  it  would 
be  better  at  once  to  vote  the  constitution 
at  an  end.  He  conceived  it  to  be  a  pub- 
lic duty  to  obtain  reform  in  every  consti- 
tutional way. 

Mr.  C  JVtfim  thought  the  motion  irregu- 
lar, as  it  contained  no  specific  charge,  nor 
had  been  introduced  with  anv  detail  of 
circumstances  or  statement  of  ^acts. 

The  question  being  put,  the  motion  was 
negatived  without  a  division. 

[Chelsea  Hospital — Colonel  Goiu 
DON.]  Sir  Oswald  Mosletf  began  by  say- 
ing he  anticipated  sotfie  opposition  to  tne 
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motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice.  The 
idea  of  building  the  inflfmary  in  an  airy 
.situation  was  suggested  first  by  Dr.  Mose- 
ley ;  and  tbe  lands  in  question,  of  which 
lord  Yar borough  was  then  tenant,  were 
purchased  for  this  purpose.  Very  shortly 
indeed  after  the  purchase  had  been  made 
!)y  government,  and  before  the  surveyors 
had  made  their  report,  application  was 
made  by  col.  Gordon  to  become  tenant  to 
part  of  the  lands.  The  report  of  the  sur- 
veyors was,  that  the  annual  value  of  the 
part  taken  by  col.  Gordon  was  much  di- 
minished by  having  an  infirmary  built  so 
near  it.  If  this  nuisance,  however,  was  so 
great,  he  would  ask,  why  col.  Gordon  was 
«o  early  in  his  application,  or  why  he 
r hose  that  spot?  He  must  object  to  the 
V  hole  transaction  upon  two  grounds.  The 
first  was,  that  he  thought  these  lands  ought 
not  to  have  been  leased  at  all  to  any  indi- 
vidual :  and  his  second  objection  waSj,  that 
they  were  let  on  terms  very  inadequate  to 
the  real  value.  As  to  his  first  objection, 
be  believed  that  it  would  now  be  confessed 
universally  that  a  saving  of  55/.  per  annum 
was  no  object  to  be  put  in  comparison 
with  the  health  and  comfort  of  our  vete- 
rans. The  situation  that  had  been  fixed 
upon  for  col.  Gordon's  house,  would  cer- 
tainly never  have  been  altered,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  notice  which  had  been 
first  taken  of  the  subject  in  that  house  by 
the  hon.  baronet  (sir  F.  Burdett.)  It  had 
been  stated,  somewhat  inaccurately,  that 
the  whole  of  this  ground  had  been  pur- 
chased from  lord  Yarborough,  whereas, 
ill  fact,  part  of  it  had  belonged  to  the  hos- 
pital, and  had  been  much  dilapidated 
by  what  was  called  the  improvements  of 
col.  Gordon.  When  the  surveyors  calcu- 
lated in  their  report  that  col.  GorJon  was 
entitled  to  get  at  least  six  pounds  per 
cent,  on  the  4,500/.  he  was  found  to  ex- 
pend, it  did  not,  however,  appear  to  him, 
that  the  surveyors  had  taken  into  their 
calculation  what  it  was  that  the  public 
were  to  gain  upon  this  transactfon.  By 
Home  papers  that  were  circulated  by  the 
friends  of  col.  Gordon,  it  was  stated,  that 
he  was  at  a  most  immense  expence  in 
keeping  up  a  T^'all,  wjiich  he  was  bound  by 
his  contract  to  keep  in  repair,  and  that  this 
wall  was  to  him  like  a  pit  that  swallowed 
up  the  whole  produce  of  the  land.  He 
was  however  informed,  that  as  to  the  vast 
expence  of  keeping  up  this  wall,  there 
were  many  builders  in  this  town  that 
would  be  very  ready  to  keep  it  in  repair 
for  ten  pounds  per  annum.     If  col.  Gordon 


was  really  to  be  annoyed  at  the  sight  of  old 
soldiers  taking  the  air,  h«  could  not  conceivt 
why  he  chose  to  take  those  premises. 
He  had  made  inquiries  at  Chelsea  about 
the  value  of  ground,  and  be  was  informed 
that  many  gardeners  would  have  given  20/. 
an  acre  for  such  ground,  even  if  it  had  not 
the  advantage  of  being  on  the  river.  It 
appeared  therefore  that  any  common  gar- 
dener would  have  given  80/.  a  year  for 
what  col.  Gordon  gave  but  55/.  Col. 
Gordon  might,  as  soon  as  he  ^ot  the  lease^ 
hive  let  it  out  at  a  profit.  It  the  value  of 
the  land  was  said  to  be  so  depreciated 
from  the  contiguity  of  the  infirmary,  was 
not  that  a  reason  for  not  separating  the 
land  from  the  building?  At  present  the 
bui tiling  gave  more  the  idea  of  the  damp 
vaults  of  a  secluded  prison  than  of  an 
airy  and  comfortable  duelling  for  invalids. 
He  should  much  rather  see  the  old  soldier 
walking  about  these  grounds  and  smoking 
his  pipe  there,  than  see  all  the  improve- 
ments which  col.  Gordon  could  make. 
As  to  col.  Gordon  personally,  he  did 
not. mean  to  say,  that  he,  firom  his  long 
services,  was  not  as  much  entitled  to  uny 
favour  as  another  officer ;  but  he  would 
say  th^t  these  grounds  ought  not  to  have 
been  taken  away  from  the  infirmary  to  be 
given  to  any  individual.  He  was  ready 
to  prove  at  the  bar,  that  roost  of  the  offi- 
cers at  Chelsea  i-emonstrated  against  this 
transaction,  but  that  the  governor  persisted. 
He  should  on'y  wish  to  call  a  few  wit- 
nesses to  the  bar.  The  honourable  ba- 
ronet here  mentioned  the  names  of  sir 
David  Dundas,  Dr.  Moseley,  Mr.  Ford5rce, 
and  nine  or  ten  other  gentlemen,  being 
medical  men,  surveyors,  or  architects. 
He  concluded  by  moving  "  That  a  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  investigate  certain 
transactions  respecting  the  building  of  the 
new  Infirmary  at  Chelsea." 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  said,  that 
whatever  wish  gentlemen  might  have  to 
proceed  further  in  this  inquiry,  he  could 
hardly  suppose  them  teriojus  in  proposing 
to  call  witnesses  to  the  bar,  and  to  con- 
sume much  of  the  time  of  tHe  house  on  a 
business  of  this  nature.  If  it  were  neces- 
sary to  leave  the  further  consideration  of 
such  a  business  to  a  committee,  the  inquiry 
should  be  left  to  a  sf^lect  committee,  and 
the  time  of  the  house  should  not  be  wasted 
by  a  long  examination  of  witnesses.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  they  would  not  think 
any  further  proceeding  necessary  when 
they  should  hear  the  statement  he  had  to 
make.     The  case  had  since  been  inquired 
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into,  both  by  the  governors  of  Chelsea 
Hofipital  and  the  Treasury ;  and  on  a  com- 
munication with  colonel  Gordon,  he  ex- 
pressed himself  very  ready  to  extend  the 
space  towards  the  infirmary.  The  gover- 
nors of  Chelsea  Hospital  had  aflerwards 
thought  that  it  would  be  advisable  to 
make  other  additions  to  the  infirmary, 
and  that  perhaps  they  might  want  the 
whole  of  tiic  ffround,  and  they  therefore 
wrote  to  the  Treasury  to  know  whether 
the  contract  with  col.  Gordon  was  so 
concluded  as  to  prevent  this.  The  Trea- 
sury wrote  back  to  them  in  answer,  that 
the  contract  was  in  such  a  situation,  that 
they  conceived  col.  Gordon  had  an  equit- 
able title  to  a  lease  from  them.  He  was 
convinced  that  if 'such  a  contract  had  ex- 
isted between  individuals,  a  court  of  equity 
would  have  decreed  the  performance  of 
it,  and  that  a  lease  should  be  executed. 
It  was,  however,  now  settled  that  other 
surveyors  and  other  physicians  should  be 
called  upon  to  give  their  report ;  and  if 
their  report  should  be,  that  those  grounds 
were  necessary  for  the  infirmary,  go- 
vernment would  certainly  endeavour  to 
prevail  on  col.  Gordon  to  give  them  up. 
There  could  certainly  in  this  case  be  no  sort 
of  blame  attached  to  ministers  for  judging, 
not  with  their  own  eyes,  but  with  the 
eyes  of  men  who  knew  the  value  of  lands, 
and  were  sworn  surveyors.  The  inquiry 
was  certainly  one  that  would  be  beneath 
the  dignity  of  the  house  to  maintain  at  their 
bar.  The  hon.  baronet  had  said,  that  the 
examination  would  be  very  short,  and 
yet  he  had  given  in  a  list  of  ten  or  eleven 
witnesses.  It  would  be  evidently  wasting 
the  time  of  the  house  to  have  all  those 
witnesses  examined  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Biddulph  was  astonished  at  the  re- 
port of  the  surveyors,  who  estimated  the 
value  of  this  ground,  as  he  knew  many 
members  of  that  house  who  would  give 
2,000/.  more  for  it  than  it  was  let  for  to 
col.  Gordon.  For  himself  he  would  say, 
that  he  was  ready  to  give  mare  for  it,  and 
he  was  certain  that  he  could  make  a  profit 
by  the  purchase. 

Lord  MiUon  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  it  would  be  beneath  the  dignity  of 
the  house  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whul^  house,  and  hear  witnesses 
at  their  bar  on  such  a  subject  as  this.  -  The 
principal  object  of  bis  rising  was,  that  a* 
noble  friend  of  his  (lord  Yarborough)  had 
felt  himself  excessively^hurt  at  the  repre- 
•entation*    that  bad  been  made  of  hi« 


conduct.  It  would  be  thought  by  some 
people  that  his  lordship  had  maule  a  sort 
of  Jewish  bargain  with  the  government. 
The  fact  was,  that  beins  in  possession  of 
those  lands  as  tenant  of  the  crown,  lor(| 
Yarborough  applied  to  government,  io 
the  year  180.5,  tor  a  renewal  of  the  lease, 
but  was  told  that  the  ground  would  proba- 
bly be  wanted  for  an  infirmary.  Lord 
Yarborough  felt  the  force  of  this  objection, 
and  never  applied  again  for  the  renewal, 
but  ofiered  it  to  government  immediately, 
there  being  seventeen  years  of  the  lease 
unexpired.  It  was  then  left  to  surveyors 
to  estimate  the  value,  and  those  surveyors 
di^K^red  very  much,  one  valuing  it  at 
2,000/.  and  the  other  at  8,000/.  At  length 
a  surveyor  valued  it  at  +,700/.  which,  al- 
though it  appeared  too  small  a  valuation, 
both  to  lord  Yarborough  and  to  his  friend 
sir  Joseph  Banks,  who  advised  him  not  to 
take  it,  yet  his  lordship  resolved  to  give 
it  to  government  on  those  terms.  Now 
it  appeared  hard,  and  something  like  a 
job,  that  the  lease  of  those  grounds,  which 
could  not  be  renewed  to  lord  Yarborough, 
for  the  reason  then  assigned,  should  be, 
so  soon  after  the  surrender  by  him,  given 
to  col.  Gordon. 

Mr.  Uuskisson  said,  that  in  whatever 
observation  he  had  made  with  respect  to 
lord  Yarborough,  it  certainly  was  never 
his  intention  to  throw  any  sort  of  reflec<» 
tion  on  the  conduct  of  that  noble  lord, 
but  merely  to  vindicate  the  |;overn- 
ment  from  the  imputation  of  havmg  ob- 
tained those  grounds  from  lord  Yarbo- 
rough under  fiilse  pretences.  The  fact 
was,  tliat  the  bargain  was  fair  on  both 
sides.  If  the  sui*veyors  dillered  so  widely 
in  their  report,  the  one  valuing  it  a^ 
8,000/.  and  the  pther  at  only  2,000/.  the 
reason  was,  the  surveyor  who  set  the 
larger  value  on  it,  conceived  that  lord 
Yarborough  had  a  right  to  let  it  out  on 
building  leases.  From  all  the  informa- 
tion he  had  upon  the  subject,  he  must 
deny  that  government  had  made  any 
conditions  about  what  they  were  to  do 
with  the  ground  when  they  bought  it, 
and  the  only  condition  that  he  knew  of 
was  paying  a  fair  price  for  it.  As  .for 
the  application  of  lord  Yarborough  to 
government  to  get  a  renewal  of  the  Tease, 
there  was  not  in  the  Treasury  any  evidence 
or  trace  of  such  an  application  ever  having 
been  made. 

General  Tarlcton  spoke  at  some  length 
on  the  propriety  of  granting  every  com* 
fort  and  indulgence  to  old  worn-out  sol* 
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dicrs,  who  only  got  admittance  into  Chel- 
sea Hospital  from  their  long  services,  their 
\rounds,  and  their  constitutions  being 
worn  out  in  the  service  of  their  country. 
If  the  nation  chose  to  build  palaces  for 
these  discharged  veterans,  ornamented 
gardens  should  go  along  with  the  palaces; 
and  the  old  soldier  should  not  be  prtvent- 
ed  from  walking  in  them.  It  would  be  a 
pleasing  sight  to  the  young  as  well  as  to 
the  old  to  see  the  worn-out  soldier  enjoy- 
ing all  the  comforts  which  the  liberality 
of  this  country  designed  for  them.  He 
thought  the  hon.  baronet  (sir  F.  Burdett) 
had  therefore  great  merit  in  bringing  this 
subject  before  the  consideration  of  the 
house. 

Colonel  Wood  bore  testimony  to  the 
long  services  and  professional  merits  of 
col.  Gordon,  who  was,  he  was  confident, 
one  of  the  last  men  in  the  empire,  whf» 
would  appropriate  to  himself  any  thing 
whatever  that  tould  interfere  with  the 
comfort  of  a  British  soldier.  Whatever 
some  gentlemen  might  think  of  the  value 
of  the  situation  of  this  meritorious  officer, 
he  begged  it  to  be  understood  that  it  en- 
grossed the  whole  of  his  time  and  his 
mind,  and  left  him  scarcely  leisure  to  en- 
joy the  ordinary  comforts  of  life. 

Earl  Percy  observed,  that  col.  Gordon 
bid  for  this  ground  as  any  other  man 
might  have  done ;  and  if  any  blame  be- 
longed to  the  transaction,  that  blame  did 
not  appear  to  attach  to  that  officer. 

Sir  Francis  Bvrdeit  said,  that  with  re- 
spect to  the  bargain,  so  far  as  it  affected 
the  public,  it  was  an  absolute  job.  The 
pensioners  werie  to  be  immured  to  give 
advantage  to  colonel  Gordon's  pleasure- 
grounds;,  and  though,  according  to  the 
iipeech  of  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat 
down,  that  officer  would  not  take  advan- 
tage of  the  soldier,  he  seemed  to  have  no 
objection  to  take  advantage  of  the  ground. 
This  Was,  in  his  opinion,  the  only  spot  in 
England  fit  for  the  purpose  of  an  infirmary 
for  the  hospital,  and  he  would  be  happy 
to  give  double  the  sum  col.  Gordon  was 
to  pay  for  it,  and  secure  it  on  any  of  his 
estates,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  it 
up  to  the  hospital,  rather  than  this  monu- 
ment of  national  munificence  should  be 
disfigured.  He  thought, this  the  greatest 
job  he  had  ever  heard  of ;  it  was  a  job  of 
all  jobs,  and  ought  to  be  distinguished  by 
the  name  of  the  Job,  We  heard  every 
day  of  barometers,  thermometers,  and 
chronometers,  and  this  should  be  called 
ifa«  Jobometer.      At  to  the  papers,  he 


wonld  not  go  into  them.  Dr.  Moseley  de- 
sired the  whole  of  the  premises.  Mr.  ' 
Aust,  in  his  letter,  says,  part  may  be 
granted  ;  and  in  that  division  col.  Gordon 
got  about  sixteen  parts  out  of  nineteen. 
Some  gentlemen  had  talked  of  the  expencc 
of  a  wall ;  but  they  did  not  mention,  that 
if  it  was  not  for  col.  Gordon,  that  wall 
would  not  be  wanting.  He  thought  the 
pensioners  were  very  ill  used  in  many  re- 
spects. There  was  a  very  fine  large  pub- 
lic terrace,  but  the  old  soldiers  were  never 
suffered  to  set  a  foot  on  it ;  they  were  to- 
tally excluded  from  it :  and  as  to  the  gar- 
den, not  a  single  leek  were  the  poor  pen- 
sioners permitted  to  take  to  make  their 
porridge  with.  He  could  not  see  such 
transactions  going  forward  without  taking 
notice  of  them.  He  felt  it  to  be  an  im- 
perious duty  which  compelled  him  to  aim 
at  their  correction.  He  had  no  doubts 
but,  in  these  demure  times,  the  cry  would 
be  raised  against  him.  He  did  not  know 
by  what  name  he  should  be  assailed  ;  ja- 
cobin, he  supposed,  was  grown  too  stale 
and  vfcrn  out,  and  gentlemen  began  to  be 
ashamed  of  it ;  but  it  signified  not  to  him 
what  it  was ;  he  would  wear  any  name 
that  went  along  with  the  reformation  of 
abuses.  With  respect  to  the  motion,  he 
had  no  doubt  but  his  hon.  friend  who 
brought  it  forward,  would  agree  to  take  a 
select  committee,  instead  of  an  open  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  ;  and  as  there 
were  further  papers  to  be  produced,  they 
might  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Yorke  contended,  that  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet had  misrepresented  the  fact;  though, 
he  had  no  doubt  he  had  done  so  from  mis- 
conception. No  idea  had  been  fbrmed  of 
making  the  Infirmary  for  the  poor  invalids 
to  resemble  a  prison. 

Mr.  fV.  Smith  said,  that  in  looking  over 
the  papers,  he  thought  government  must 
have  been  imposed  on.  He  would  not 
suppose  they  were  capable  of  making  such 
a  disposition,  as  to  give  it  the  colour  of  a 
job,  and  yet  from  the  whole  of  the  valua- 
tion of  the  surveyors,  k  certainly  bore 
something  of  that  appearance.  The  house 
of  Mrs.  Aufrere,  wnich  was  to  be  convert- 
ed into  an  infirmary,  w^as  valued,  with  the 
small  piece  of  land  adjoining  it,  at  6,380/. ; 
and  the  remaining  land,  which  was  four 
acres,  ^^-as  let  for  551,  a  year,  h  was  with 
considerable  astonishment  he  had  read 
the  Beport,  and  he  never  could  hare  sup- 
posed it  to  be  one  drawn  up  on  the  part 
of  the  public  but  on  the  part  of  alessee, 
who  was  stating  every  thing  he  could  for 
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his  own  interest.  Respecting  what  fell 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as 
to  prevailing  with  col.  Gordon  to  give  up 
the  grant,  if  any  fraud  or  delusion  had 
been  practised  on  the  Treasury,  he  thought 
it  would  be  like  the  case  of  a  minor's  es- 
tate, in  which,  where  fraud  or  delusion 
was  used,  a  court  of  eouity  would  set 
aside  the  agreement  maae  by  trustees ; 
80,  in  this  instance,  if  fraud  or  delusion  by 
any  one  appeared,  the  house  might  inter- 
fere, and  pi-event  the  completion  of  the 
grant 

Th^  Cfiancellor  of  the  Exchequer  explain- 
ed, and  said  he  never  supposed  there  was 
any  fraud  or  delusion  ;  but  that  if  on  in- 
quiry it  should  be  found  a  desirable  thing, 
and  that,  on  the  new  plan  of  Mr.  Soame, 
the  hospital  would  be  benefited  by  it,  the 
Treasury  would  endeavour  to  get  the 
grant  relinquished. 

Mr.  Long  said,  the  board  never  heard  a 
word  of  complaint  on  this  subject  till  the 
I3lh  of  April,  till  the  morning  of  the  very 
day  on  which  the  hon.  baronet  first 
brought  tha  matter  before  the  house;  and 
they  immediately  began  an  investigation 
of  the  subject,  and  had  continued  their  in- 
quiries ever  since.  It  had  been  said  no 
individual  ought  to  have  this  ground,  but 
that  it  should  be  converted  to  the  general 
use  of  the  hospital.  He  thought  so  as  much 
as  any  one,  and  no  man  would  be  more 
ready  to  put  it  to  that  use,  if  proved  to  be 
advantageous  to  the  hospital.  lie  wished 
the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  the 
board  since  the  ISih  of  April  should  be 
laid  before  the  house.  They  would  then 
fee  what  had  been  done.  As  soon  as  this 
motion  was  negatived,  he  should  move 
that  those  Minutes  of  Evidence  be  laid 
before  the  house,  and  if,  after  they  had 
seen  those  and  the  other  papers  which  his 
right  hon.  friend  meant  to  bring  forward, 
the  house  should  not  be  satisfied,  they 
might  then  have  recourse  to  a  select  coni- 
mittee. 

Mr  Wortley  said,  the  hon.  baronet  op- 
posite (sir  F.  Burdett),  who  was  always 
loud  against  abuses,  had  characterised  this 
as  being  of  all  jobs  the  worst ;  that  indeed 
it  should  be  called  the  Job.  In  that  case 
he  thought  we  might  take  credit  to  our- 
selves for  more  than  an  ordinary  share  of 
virtue.  The  veteran  soldier  was  here  said 
to  have  l^een  robbed  of  his  convenience, 
but  he  maintained  that  the  case  bad  not 
been  made  out. 

Sir  0.  Moslejf  in  reply,  agreed  that  the 
i^ase  was  not  mad«  out,  becausa  the  bouse 


had  not  alt  the  necessary  evidence  before 
it:  But,  he  pledged  himself  to  make  it 
out  by  the  viva  voce  .evidence  he  had  of- 
fered to  produce,  and  which  he>  should 
bring  before  a  select  committee,  if  that 
mode  was  thought  the  most  preferable 
way  of  proceeding.  He  understood  col. 
Gordon  had  already  been  offered  4,000/. 
profit  on  his  purchase,  and  was  of  opinion 
the  Treasury  had  better  give  him  that 
sum  than  coniplete  the  transaction.  He 
agreed  that  since  the  question  was  first 
before  the  house,  the  site  of  col.  (vordon's 
house  bad  been  changed,  but  to  what  part 
it  had  been  transplanted  he  did  not  know, 
access  to  the  premises  having  since  been 
denied  him. 

The  house  then  divided. 

For  the  ]\Iotion  -----     73 
Against  it     -----     -  170 

Majority  against  the  Motion       97 
[Papeks  relating  to  S*ain.]  Mr.  Can- 
ning presented  to  the  house,  the  following 
PAPFRS 
RELATING  TO  SPAIN. 
No.   I. — Copy  qf  a  Dispatch  from  the 
right  /ton,  J.  IL  Frere,  to  Mr,  Secretary 
Canning,  dated  Aranjuez,   Nov,  2Uh, 
1808. 

Sir ;  The  inclosed  Note  which  I  took 
occasion  to  send  yesterday  to  M.  Garay, 
the  secretary  of  the  Junta,  contains  the 
recapitulaiion  of  a  conversation  which  I 
had  with  him  the  evening  before,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  very  urgent  representation 
which  I  had  received  from  Sir  John  Moore, 
complaining  of  the  inattention  and  negli- 
gence which  the  army  undor  his  command 
bad  experienced  from  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, and  declaring  that  in  case  of  their 
continuance,  he  should  conceive  it  bis 
duty  to  withdraw  a  force,  whose  safety 
wai  e^cposcd  to  imminent  hazard,  without 
the  possibility  of  rendering  themselves 
useful.  This  Note  contains  so  exact  a 
statement  of  what  passed  on  this  subject, 
that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  ^dd  any 
thing,  except  that  M.  Garay  deprecated, 
in  the  most  earnest  terms,  the  retreat  of 
our  troops  upon  Portugal,  as  a  measure 
which  must  ensure  the  ruin  of  their  cause; 
an  opinion  in  which  I  could  not  help 
agreeing  with  him  ;  but  which  (having  no 
means  of.  obviating  such  a  step)  I  could 
only  press  as  an  additional  reason  for  de* 
sisting  from  a  line  of  conduct,  ruinous  and 
absurd  in  itself,  and  obviously  leading  to 
the  result  which  he  mo^t  dreaded.«->M, 
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Garay  likewise  infortned  roe,  that  aa  en- 
quiry was  to  l)e  instituted  into  the  causes 
of  the  disaster  at  Burgos.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  (Signed) 

J.  H.  Fkere. 

Translation  (fa  Note  from  the  riglu  hon. 
J.  H,  Frere,  to  M:  de  Garay,  dated 
Aranjixz,  '23rd  Nov.  1808. 

Sir ;  I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  me 
to  address  to  your  excellency,  as  member 
and  secretary  of  the  Supreme    Central 
Junta,  a  representation  which  appeared  to 
me  too  important  not  to  be  communicated 
to  that  assembly  by  one  of  its  individuals, 
distinguished     by    its    confidence,     and 
charged  with  its  most  important  functions. 
— Letters  which  have  reached  me  from 
sir  Jolm  Moore  have  occasioned  my  re- 
capitulating to  you  the  complaints  which 
he  addressed  to  me,  and  which  he  re- 
gretted, be  said,  it  was  not  in  his  power 
personally  to    make  at  Aranjucz.  —  He 
complains  first  of  the  state  of  uncertainty 
in  which  he  finds  himself  as  to  the  num- 
bers and  positions  of  the  enemy,  and  even 
as  to  the  projects  and  events  of  the  cam- 
paign, to  such  a  degree,  he  says,  that  at 
the  time  of  the  unmilitary  evacuation  of 
Valladolid  by  general  Pignatelli,  that  of- 
ficer did  not  think  proper  to  send  him  in- 
telligence of  it.    The  details  of  the  flight, 
and  of  the  efFeetive  state  of  the  army  of 
Estremadura,  were  likewise  long  unknown 
to  him  ;  the  defeat  of  general  Blake,  and 
his  retreat  upon  Heynosa,  were  likewise 
unknown  to  him,  until  at  length  he  re- 
ceived an  account  of  it  from  Madrid. — 
He  proceeds  in  these  terms :  "  I  have  no 
communication  with  any  of  the  Spanish 
armies,  neither  am  I  acquainted  with  the 
intentions  of  the  Spanish  government,  nor 
with  those  of  any  of  its  generals.     Casta- 
nos,  with  whom  I  had  been  directed  to 
correspond,  is  deprivfid  of  his  command, 
at  the  moment  when  I  might  bs^ve  expected 
some  accounts  from  him ;  and  Romana> 
with  whom  I  an^  now,  I  suppose,  to  enter 
jnto  a  correspondence,  is  absent.     In  the 
meanwhile,  the  French  are  oply  four  days 
mar<?h  from  niy  army,  which  is  but  now 
assembling ;  and  I  cannot  y^  learn  the , 
state  of  their  force ;  no  channel  of  infor- 
mation has  been  opened  to  me,  and  I  have 
not  yet  been  long  enough  in  the  country 
to  find  them  oqt  myself.     I  acquaint  yop 
with  these  particulars  ;  I  wish  it  were  in 
my  power, to  go  to  Aranjuez  or  Madrid, 
ill  ordar  to  m^tke  a. representation  of  theni 
mp^on;  for  truly,  if  matters  remain  in 
VouXIV. 


this  state,  the  ruin  of  the  cause  of  Spain, 
and  the  defeat  of  her  ^irmics,  cannot  fail 
to  take  place  ;  and   it  will  become  my 
duty  to  look  to  the  safety  of  the  British 
forces  alone,  and  to  take  measures  for  ex- 
tricating them  from  a   situation,  where, 
without   the  possibility   of  being  useful, 
they  are  exposed  to  certain  defeat." — In 
answer  to  these  observations  relative  "^Q 
general  Casianos  and  the  marquis  de  la 
Romana,  your  excellency  informed  mc,  to 
my  very  great  surprise,  that  it  was  about 
ten  days  since  orders  had  been  dispatched 
to  the  marquis  de'  la  Romana,   that   he 
should  ta^:e  the  command  of  the  army  of 
the  centre,  leaving  that  of  the  north  and  of 
the  Asturias  under  the  orders  of  general 
Blake. — A  secret,  common  to  an  assembly 
of  thirty-two  persons,  might,  it  seems  to 
me,  have  been  confided  to  the  minister  of 
his  Britannic  majesty,  even  though  there 
had  not  been  an  interesting  fact  in  ques- 
tion, the  knowledge  of  which  was  neces- 
sary towards  carrying  on  that  correspond- 
ence on  which  the  safety  of  the  English 
army  might  depend.     I  conceived  that 
your  excellency  would  not  be  insensible 
to  the  justice  of  this  remark  ;  to  which  I 
might  have  added,  that  the  news  of  the 
entry  of  the  French  into  Valladolid  was 
concealed  from  me. — The  intelligence  of 
the  defeat  of  general  Blake  (which  might 
have  occasioned  the  total  defeat  of  the 
two  divisions,  which  were   beginning  to 
form  themselves  under  generals  Moore 
and  Baird)  \vas  indeed  communicated  to 
me,  but  not  till  the  evening  of  the  day 
after  that  on  which  the  courier  had  ar- 
rived.— I  am  very  far  from  feeling  the 
least  sentiment  of  personal  resentment  to- 
wards those  respectable  persons,  who  have 
only  followed  a  system  which  has  been 
prescribed  to  them,  as  well  with  regard  to 
theiranswcrs  as  to  their  silence;  but  it  is 
my  duty  loudly  to  protest  against  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  system,  which,  without  en- 
suring secrecy  with  respect  to  tne  enemy, 
establishes  distrust  and  mystery^  instead 
of  that  confidence  which  should  serve  as  a 
basis  to  those  combinations  on  which  the 
fate  of  the  present  war  must  depend. — 
I  have  learnt,   witli  much  pleasure,  the 
recal  of  the  commission  sent  to  the  anny 
of  the.centre,  as  well  as  the  account  of  the 
nomination  of  M.   de   Morla^   with   fuU 
powers  to  confer  and  conclude  with  our 
officers,  on  all  subjects  relative  to  a  system 
of  efficacious  co-operation;    and  1  hope 
that  these  powers  will  be  augmented,  a* 
well  in  what  iwlates  to  execution,  at  deli^ 
2  D 
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beration. — The  courier  dispatched  to  the 
marquis  de  la  Romana  wilU  doubtless, 
have  conveyed  to  him,  agreeably  to  the 
intentions  of  your  excellency*  an  oi-der  to 
open  a  communication  with  general  sir 
John  Moore.  I  cannot  conclude  without 
thanking  your  excellency  for  the  attention 
with  which  you  listened,  in  my  first  con- 
ference, to  the  details  of  a  representation 
necessarily  irttsome.  1  entreat  you  at  the 
s&metinl^  to  accept  the  assUt^inccs,  &c. 
(Signed)         J.  H.  Freue. 

No.  n. — Extract  of  4iDis?\T en  from  the 
right  kon.  John  Hookham  Frere,  to  Mr- 
Secretary  Oarming ;  dated  Aranjuez, 
^6lh  November  1  SOS. 

I  send  inclosed  a  Note  from  M.  Garay, 
m  answer  to  the  one  which  I  addressed  to 
him  in  consequence  of  the  verbal  re- 
monstrances, which  I  had  made,  founded 
upon  the  representation  of  sir  John  Moore. 

Cb/>y  qf  a  Note  from  M,  Garay,  to  tJie 
ri^ht  hon.  John  Hookham  Frere;  dated 
Aranjuez,  2^th  Novanber  1 808. 

(Translation.)  Most  Excellent  Sir  ;  I 
have  laid  before  the  Supreme  ruling  Junta 
4!>f  the  kingdom,  the  Note  your  excellency 
was  pleased  to  address  to  me  yesterday, 
relative  to  the  complaints  made  to  you  by 
sir  John  Moore,  with  regard  to  the  state  of 
ignorance  in  which  he  was  kept  with  respect 
to  the  number  and  positions  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  the  events  and  operations  of  our 
armies. — Of  the  evacuation  of  Valladotid, 
which  was  not  a  military  movement,  the 
Supreme  Junta  knows  nothing,  neither  of 
the  particulars  of  an  action  in  which  one 
of  the  divisions  of  the  army  of  Estramadura 
wjTs  concerned  ;*  the  same  was  the  case 
with  regard  to  the  details  of  the  operations 
of  general  Blake,  who  states  that  he  has 
had  two  engagements,  the  one  of  which 
was  in  favour  of  our  arms,  and  the  other, 
though  of  no  great  advantage  to  the  enemy, 
obliged  him  to  retreat  to  Reynosa. — Each 
of  the  generals  had  received  positive  or- 
ders from  the  Junta,  which  are  now  reite- 
rated to  them  by  extraordinary  couriers, 
to  communicate  with  the  English  general, 
and  to  act  in  concert  with  him.  His  ma- 
jesty would  receive  the  highest  satisfaction 
if  sir  John  Moore  could  appear  personally 
at  Aranjuez,  or  at  Madrid,  to  make  such 
observations,  and  to  adjust  those  points 
which  he  thinks  might  conduce  to  tlm  re- 
moval of  those  circumstances  which  appear 
contrary  to  good  understanding,  and  which 
might  produce  all  the  tfiVct  that  may  be 


expected  from  our  union  with  the  great 
power,  which  with  such  generosity  anbrds 
us  assistance,  and  which  the  Junta  could 
not  see  disappointed,  without  the  greatest 
regret.  This  however  could  not  happen, 
if,  acting  in  concert  and  with  a  perfect 
harmony,  we  avail  ourselves  of  a  speedy 
union  of  the  forces,  to  complete  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemy  and  of  his  plans ;  if,  the^ 
English  troops  forming  a  junction  with  the* 
left  of  our  army,  we  compose  a  formidable 
body  of  seventy  thousand  infantry  and  six 
thousand  cavalry,  a  force  with  which  we 
should  be  certain  of  the  blow,  and  which 
we  never  could  be  by  any  different  con- 
duct. Then  the  generous  efforts  of  our 
ally,  Englan<l,  would  complete  the  work, 
under  whose  happy  and  auspicious  com- 
mencement the  eternal  friendship  and  alli- 
ance by  which  the  two  nations  are  for  ever 
to  be  connected,  began  ;  so  that  neither 
interest  nor  policy  shall  ever  break  the 
bonds  by  which  they  are  united. — When  I 
spoke  to  your  excellency  with  regard  to 
general  Castanos,  I  had  the  honour  t6  ex- 
plain to  you  the  strong  political  motives 
that  existed  for  acting  as  we  had  done. 
Your  excellency  was  convinced,  and  it  was 
then  determined,  that  he  should  not  quit 
the  command  until  the  arrival  of  the  mar- 
quis de  la  Bomana.  In  this  there  hat 
been  no  secret,  nor  should  there  be  any, 
however  important  it  may  be,  with  regard 
to  the  minister  of  a  friendly  nation,  towards 
whom  the  Junta  feels  the  greatest  personal 
esteem  and  consideration,  independent  of 
his  official  character. — The  Junta  Icnew 
of  the  enemy's  entry  into  Valladolid,  and 
aften^'ards  of  the  evacuation  of  that  city 
by  the  French  troops,  who  made  but  a 
very  short  stay  there. — General  Morla  is 
appointed  to  treat  with  the  English  genie- 
rals,  to  agree  upon  the  necessary  plans  and 
operations,  and  to  give  information  of  them 
to  the  Supreme  Junta.*  proceeding  imme* 
diately  to  the  execution  of  those  measures 
which  are  urgent  and  necessary.-— I  have 
now  only  to  assure  your  excellency  of  the 
particular  satisfaction  and  pleasure  I  de- 
rived from  hearing  your  remarks  upon 
those  matters,  which  led  to  this  our  first 
conference.  I  shall  be  ready  to  repeat  it, 
with  pleasure,  as  often  as  your  excellency 
may  think  proper,  either  at  your  house,  or 
wherever  else  you  may  choose  to  appoint. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)        M.\rtin  de  Garay. 

No.  5. — Substance  qf  a  Communication 
frmn  lieutenant  giencrai  Sir  John  Moort^ 
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to  Ch(nrU$  Siuart,  esquh^e ;  doled  Sala- 
manca, 29th  Nooember  180S. 

I  had  determined  to  unite  the  army  if 
possible,  and  to  try  what  could  be  done 
for  the  Spaniards ;  though'  I  own,  1  saw 
but  little  chance  of  doing  much  good.  1 
had  t)rdered  Baird,  though  all  his  corps 
could  not  he  at  Astorga  until  the  4th,  to 
march  with  such  part  as  already  was 
there,  to  Benevente  on  the  1st  December; 
and  on  that  day  I  was  to  march  myself 
with  a  corps  from  this  to  Toro,  and  to  send 
another  to  Zamora.  Hope  was  to  have 
marched  to  Tordecillas ;  and  we  should 
thus  have  taken  up  a  line  upon  the  Douro, 
to  cover  the  arrival  of  our  stores,  &c.  and 
then  to  have  acted  according  to  circum- 
stances. But  this  dest;'uction  of  Castanos's 
army,  announced  by  your  letter,  which 
Mr.  Vaughan  brought  me  yesterday  after- 
noon, changes  the  case.  My  junction 
with  Baird  is  no  longer  practicable.  But 
if  it  was,  the  little  resistance  made  by  the 
Spanish  armies  gives  no  hope  of  our  doing 
any  good.  We  should  soon  have  the 
greatest  force  of  the  enemy  to  encounter 
single  handed,  and  this  we  are  not  equal 
to ;  I  have  therefore  come  to  the  deier- 
mination  to  retire.  I  have  ordered  Baird 
to  fall  back  on  Corunna.  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  unite  \^ith  Hope,  and  retire  upon 
the  frontier  of  Portugal.  I  shall  be  at 
hand  to  return,  if  affairs  take  a  more  fa- 
Tourable  turn ;  or  the  army  may  be  trans- 
ported by  me  to  some  other  point,  where 
they  may  still  be  useful,  if  this  govern- 
ment be  overset,  and  another  rises  up  di- 
rected hy  men  of  more  ability. 


HOUSE   OP   LORDS. 

Monday,  May  8. 

[Scotch  Judicature  Bill.]  On  this 
bill  being  reported  from  the  committee. 

Lord  GrenvUk  rose,  and  expressed  his 
surprize  at  the  silent  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  introduced  into  the  house,  and 
passed  throagh  its  stages.  It  was  a  bill  of 
the  greatest  importance,  and  one  that 
ought  not  to  be  smuggled  through  the 
house.  The  object  of  the  hill  was  to  ex- 
tend the  period  already  fixed  by  parlia- 
ment for  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
nomtnated  to  inquire  into  and  report  to 
that  house  the  amendments  practicable  in 
the  administration^  of  justice  in  Scotland, 
uid  particularly  to  report  upon  the  great 
question  of  extending  the  benefits  of  Trial 
by  Jury  in  civil  as  well  as  criminal  cases 


in  that  part  of  the  island.  These  commis* 
sioners  were  bound  to  report  from  time  to 
time,  and  to  make  their  final  report  by  t^e 
12th  of  November,  1809.  But  as  yet  he 
was  in  perfect  ignorance  of  their  proceed- 
ingSy  as  their  lordships  had  received  no 
report  whatever  from  them.  It  was  of 
importance  to  know  what  was  the  great 
difficulty  that  stood  in  the  way  of  the 
duties  parliament  appointed  them  to  per^ 
form,  and  whether  ^hey  had  really  been 
negligent  or  indisposed,  or  whether  it  was 
the  fault  of  the  king's  secretary  of  state,  . 
who  had  not  laid  these  reports  from  time 
to  time  on  their  lordships'  table.  A  noble 
and  learned  lord,  who  was  the  predecessor 
of  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  wool- 
sack, and  whom  his  majesty  had  been  ad- 
vised to  appoint  one  of  the  commissioners, 
and  whose  great  talents  were  an  ornament 
to  that  house  or  any  other  place,  and 
whose  assistance  in  every  instance  must 
be  great  and  beneficial,  that  noble  and 
learned  lord,  notwithstanding  his  particular 
connection  with,  and  knowledge  of,  the 
northern  part  of  the  island,  did  not,  till 
yesterday,  know  any  thing  of  this  bill 
which  had  come  so  unobserved ly  and 
strangely  into  that  house.  He  was  sure 
that  that  noble  lord  would  do  his  duty  as 
a^commissioner,  and  so  he  could  say  of 
another  person  named  in  that  commission. 
The  great  majority <  of  the  commission  hiti 
lordship  was  not  acquainted  with,  nor  even 
knew  their  persons.  But  it  was  desirable 
and  necessary  to  know  what  they  bad 
done,  for  if  this  bill  were  passed  without 
comment,  they  might  come  next  session 
very  probably  requesting  farther  delay. 
He  thought  that  those  who  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  proposed  ameliorations 
in  the  administration  of  Scottish  jurispru- 
dence, were  not  treated  with  all  that  re- 
spect which  was  the  usual  courtesy  of  one 
noble  lord  to  others,  when  they  had  no 
notice  or  intimation  whatever  of  such  a 
bill  being  about  to  be  brought  forward. 
He  desired,  therefore,  to  know  what  pro- 
ceedings had  already  b^en  had  by  those 
commissioners,  before  he  could  consent, 
in  the  very  teeth  of  the  conditions  of  their 
appointment,  and  without  a  single  reason 
assigned,  to  this  dangerous  delay.  It  was 
desirable  to  know  what  disposition  the 
commissioners  had  to  perform  their  duties. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  wool- 
sack gave  hopes  to  the  house  that  reports 
would  be  presented  from  time  to  time ; 
but  the  house  did  not  stand,  towards  those 
commissioners,  upon  the  jaaere  assertion  or 
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promise  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord.  On 
the  contrary,  the  hou&e  had  embodied  its 
wishes  into  the  very  legislative  measure 
iVom  which  the  commissioners  derived 
their  existehce  as  such. — After  many 
other  observations  delivered  with  consi- 
derable animation,  his  lordship  intimated 
his  intention  to  move  something  on  the- 
subject,  in  order  to  learn  what  the  com- 
missionevs  had  done,  and  the  real  state  of 
their  inquiries. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  after  some  com- 
ments upon  the  manner  of  the  noble  baron 
in  making  his  remai-ks,  srated  the  reasons 
for  the  delay  proposed.  When  he  advised 
the  nomination  that  took  place,  he  was 
acting  in  the  \>ay  which  he  thought  best 
for  the  purpose.  He  had  recommended 
the  names  of  those  who  were  judges,  or 
else  barristers  of  great  |)i*actice  in  West- 
minster Hall.  The  same  course  he  had 
])ur8ucd  with  respect  to  the  lords  and  the 
advocates  in  the  court  of  session.  Now, 
it  happened,  inevitably,  that  these  persons 
resided  at  a  great  di stance  from  each 
other,  and  that  they  had  not  those  faci- 
lities that  ensued  from  meeting  all  toge- 
ther in  one  common  place ;  hence  their 
communications  must  be  much  less  prompt 
and  frequent,  and  as  so  much  must  take 
place  by  wntten  correspondence,  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  to  be  so  quick  as 
some  persons  might  wish  or  expect.  A 
great  deal  of  information  Was  wanted  on 
a  subject  where  the  question  was  of  the 
changing  a  part  of  the  ancient  laws.  The 
noble  and  learned  lord  alluded  to,  and 
who  was  not  in  the  house  (lord  Erskine] 
he  had  known  so  long>  that  he  was  sure 
that  he  would  not  have  thanked  the  noble 
baron,  for  the  censure  he  had  pronounced 
on  his  (the  Lord  Chancellor's)  conduct. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  made  some  ob- 
servations upon  the  noble  baron's  charge 
of  smuggling  in  the  bill,  which  his  lord- 
ship denied  ;  as  also  upon  the  want  of  at- 
tention to  himself,  of  which  he  appeared 
to  complain.  His  lordship  believed  that 
he  was  not  likely  ta  be  accused  of  shew- 
ing a  want  of  attention  to  any  noble  lord, 
and  he  could  hardly  have  imagined  the 
possibility  of  8t!ch  a  charge. 

Lord  Redesdale  stated  various  reasons 
for  the  prolongation  of  the  existence  of  the 
commission,  and  commented  in  strong 
terms  upon  the  imputations  thrown  by  the 
roble  baron  on  some  of  the  most  respec- 
table characters  of  the  country.  It  was 
not  fair  or  just  to  condemn  the  commis- 
sioners, and  to  assume  that  they  had  no 
pkh  te  discharge  their  duty. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  and  lord  Grenville 
explained  mutually  several  times,  after 
which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  recom-' 
mitted  for  Friday  next.  Lord  Grenville 
moved,  first  for.  an  address  to  his  riiajesty, 
praying  that  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee might  be  laid  before  the  house, 
which,  after  some  conversation,  was  chang- 
ed for  a  resolution,  agreed  to,  nem,  con.  that 
the  commissioners  should  inform  the  bouse 
what  progress  they  have  made  up  to  the 
present  diy. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  May  8. 

[King's  Message  respecting  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal.]  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Canning  brought  down  a  Message 
from  his  majesty,  which  was  read  by  the 
Speaker,  as  follows : 

"  G.  R.  His  majesty  thinks  it  right  to 
acquaint  the  house  of  commons  that  his 
majesty's  ally  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portu- 
gal, has  requested  his  majesty's  assent  to 
tne  raising  of  a  loan  of  600,000/.  in  this 
country,  the  produce  of  which  to  be  ap- 
plied in  part  to  the  liquidation  of  advances 
made  by  his  majesty  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
on  his  emigration  from  Portugal ;  and  for 
services  connected  with  his  establishment. 
A  Convention  has  been  entered  into  be- 
tween his  majesty  and  the  Prince  Regent, 
by  which  the  latter  secures  to  his  majesty 
the  revenues  of  the  Island  of  Madeira,  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  for  the 
gradual  reduction  of  the  principal  of  this 
Loan  ;  a  copy  of  which  Convention  his 
majesty. will  order  as  soon  as  possible  to  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  house  ;  but  as  it 
may  be  necessary  to  provide  for  raising 
this  Loan,  in  the  Supplies  of  the  year,  and 
as  his  majesty  has  engaged  to  recommend 
to  parliament  to  guarantee  thb  payment 
of  it,  he  has  thought  proper  to  make  this 
communication  to  the  house,  and  his  ma- 
jesty relies  oi>  his  fhithftit  commons,  that 
they  will  enable  him  to  fulfil  the  engage- 
ments which  he  has  contracted  with  hH 
allies.^' 

.  His  majesty's  Message  wa*  ordered  td 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply  OA 
Friday. 

[Family  op  General  Sir  JottN  Moore.] 
Lord  Morpeth  rose  and  observed,  that  it  Was 
a  matter  of  public  regret  that  the  femnle 
part  of  that  gallant  general's  family  were 
not  provided  for  in  such  manner  as  could 
be  wished ;  and  requested  to  ktiow  whe* 
ther  any  meastireft  had  been  taken  fei:  tb^\ 
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purpose,  in  consequence  of  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  on  a  for- 
mer night. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  answered, 
that  it  was  certainly  the  intention  of  go- 
Yemment  to  make  the  kind  of  provision 
now  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord  ;  but  on 
this  being  inlimated  to  the  female  part  of 
general  Moore's  family,  they  expressed  a 
wish  that  any  proTision  intended  for  them 
might  be  transferred  to  a  male  branch  of 
their  family;  and  it  was  therefore  the  in- 
tention of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  recom- 
mend that  the  provision  be  made  for  the 
brother  of  sir  John  Moore,  whom  the  rest 
of  the  family  wished  to  receive  it. 

[Third  Report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee.] Mr.  Hemy  Martin  rose,  in  pur- 
suance of  his  notice,  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  contents  of  the  Third 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Offices. 
Though  aware,  that  in  bringing  this  sub- 
ject under  the  consideration  of  parliament, 
he  was  but  barely  doing  a  duty,  yet,  if  the 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Bankes)  who  had  taken  so 
large  a  part  in  framing  the  Report  in  the 
Committee,  had  shown  any  disposition  to 
take  up  the  question,  or  if  his  majesty's 
ministers  had,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  manifested  any  inten- 
tion to  bring  forward  any  measures  with  a 
view  to  act  upon  the  suggestions  of  the 
Report,  he  shouW  never  have  thought  of 
interfering  with  the  subject.  He  should, 
therefore,  be  exempt  from  the  odium  of 
bringing  forward  the  subject  unseasonably, 
because  thfe  Resolutions  which  he  meant  to 
propose  would  have  a  tendency  to  assist  in 
carrying  the  Resolutions  of  that  house  into 
effect,  and  to  comply  with  the  recommend- 
ations given  by  his  majesty  'm  various 
Speeches  firom  the  throne.  The  house,  in 
passing  the  Resolutions  to  wj^ich  he  ad« 
verted,  and  in  appointing  the  Committee 
w4itch  had  made  this  Report,  had  given  a 
pledge  to  the  public  to  prosecute  a  reform 
in  the  public  expenditure,  so  far  as  was 
consistent  with  the  public  service  ;  for  he 
cmild  not  suppose,  that  the  only  use,  for 
^icb  Committees  were  appointed,  was  to 
mfHce  reports  to  lie  on  their  table,  without 
leading  to  any  practical  reform  of  the 
abuses  which  might  be  detected.  The  ap- 
pointment of  the  Committee,  therefore, 
was  a  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  houst,  that 
erery  reform  vrould  be  promoted  which 
could  be  e^t^d  without  detriment  to  the 
public  expenditure.  It  would  be  for  the 
house,  then,  to-see  what  the  Report  con- 
laiaed^aiid  to  judge  bow  the  suggestions  it 


recommended  could  be  acted  upon  for  the 
public  service.  The  Report  referred  to 
pensions,  sinecures,  offices  performed  by 
deputy,  and  compensations  for  pensions^ 
the  annual  amount  of  which  exceeded  one 
million  and  a  half.  This  was  the  state  of 
the  fact,  as  appeared  from  the  Report;  and 
as  several  other  offices  had  not  been  re- 
turned, and  the  sum  inserted  in  the  Report^ 
was  exclusive  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster^' 
which,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Burke, 
though  not  affording  a  revenue  of  more 
than  four  or  five  thousand  pounds,  gave  ri^e 
to  a  patronage  of  fifly  thousand  pounds,  it 
would  be  obvious,  that  this  aggregate  was^ 
under  the  real  amount.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  state,  that  by  any  measures  he 
could  propose,  any  considerable  portion  of 
this  sum  could  be  reduced.  But  when  they 
were  hourly  called  upon  to  augment  the 
public  burthens,  when  they  reflected  upon 
the  enormous  increase  of  the  public  debt 
within  the  last  six  years,  they  would  be 
convinced  that  the  subject  was  deserving  of 
the  most  serious  attention,  and  that  it  was 
most  desirable,  if  possible,  to  make  every 
practicable  retrenchment  in  this  expendi- 
ture. Of  the  whole  sum,  about  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety  seven  thousand  seveil 
hundred  and  forty  seven  pounds,  appeared 
to  him  actually  necessary ;  but  as  to  the 
remainder,  he  conceived  it  to  be  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  house,  to  inquire 
what  reduction  could  be  made,  what  re- 
trenchment eflectfed  in  every  part  or 
branch  of  it.  Whatever  was  necessary 
for  the  support  of  the  royal  family  ;  what- 
ever was  requi'site  for  the  comfort  and 
splendour  of  the  diflferent  branches  of  that 
family ;  whatever  had  been  secured  by 
parliamentary  grant  for  eminent  public 
services  ;  all  %is,  so  long  as  it  Was  pos- 
sible to  raise  it,  he  considered  not  only  un- 
exceptionable, but  actually  necessary  for 
the  well-being  of  the  state.  But  wiien 
the  house  recollected,  that  the  whole  of 
the  sum  so  expended  was  raised  by  pub- 
lic .taxes,  or  indirect  means  of  revenue^ 
it  would  feel  the  prepriety  of  examining 
into  the  amount  of  saving  that  cotild  b* 
procured  on  the  aggregate  amount  of  this 
branch  of  the  public  expenditure,  without 
injury  to  the  public  service.  He  was 
ready  to  admit,  and  it  would  appeat  bjr 
the  Resolutions  with  which  he  meant  to 
conclude,  that  no  great  immediate  saving* 
no  very  sensible  alleviation  of  the  public 
burthens  was  to  be  effected.  But  an  es- 
sential benefit  must  result  from  the  efiect 
that  would   be  produced  on  .the  public 
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n^iind,  by  shewing  that  there  existed  a 
sincere  disposition  in  that  house,  to  make 
all  the  retrenchments  that  were  compatible 
with  the  public  service.  He  was  not  one 
of  those  who  regulated  their  public  con- 
duct, «r  would  resort  to  any  particular 
measure,  '' arbitrio  popularis  aurse;"  but 
when  the  wishes  of  the  people  were  pli- 
rected  to  a  rational  reform  of  existing 
abases,  he  thought  they  ^ught  to  be  at- 
tended to.  What  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple were  in  such  a  case,  when  they  tended 
to  such  a  Reform,  Mr.  Burke  had  described 
t^  be  a  just  and  salutary  warning  to  that 
house. — The  right  hon.  gent,  opposite 
would  recollect  what  bad  taken  place  in 
1782  on  this  subject.  From  that  period 
to  the  present  time,  scarce  a  session  had 
elapsed  without  the  attention  of  the  house 
having  been  drawn  to  the  subject.  They 
had  had  reports  regularly  from  1786  to 
1791,  referring  to  the  various  branches  of 
the  public  expenditure;  and  they  had 
since  the  Reports  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed in  1796,  in  which  the  person  (the 
Speaker)  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress had  presided  with  so  much  credit 
to  himself,  and  exerted  his  talents  with  so 
much  benefit  for  the  public  service ;  reports 
drawn  up  with  so  much  ability,and  contain- 
ing throughout  so  much  political  know- 
ledge and  sound  sense.  The  Reports  of 
1797  recommended  an  enquiry  by  that 
house,  what  retrenchments  could  be  made 
in  this  particular  branch  of  the  public  ex- 
penditure.^ But  what  had  been  the  conse- 
quence ?  He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  a 
few  offices  of  the  customs  had  been  abo- 
lished,  yet  how  much  had  the  remaining 
suggestions  of  this  Report  been  neglected, 
when  not  a  step  had  been  taken  to  carry 
them  into  eftect?  The  Report  of  1796 
referred  to  the  offices  and  sinecures  in  the 
Courts  of  Justice,  and  as  it  appeared  by 
that  Report^  the  Committee  recommended 
the  abolition  of  offices  of  that  description 
to  the  amount  of  26,879/.  per  annum. 
It  was  curious,  too,  to  remark  that  lord 
Hale,  that  most  eminent  judicial  authority, 
had  also  long  previously  recommended 
the  abolition  of  such  offices.  Yet,  so  far 
were  the  suggestions  of  the  Report  from 
having  been  attended  to,  that  he  observed 
by  the  return  of  places  granted  in  rever- 
sion, that  even  since  the  Report  had  been 
presented  to  the  house,  one  of  the  offices 
of  the  description  recommended  to  be 
abolished,  had  been  granted  in  reversion, 
afler  the  demise  of  the  person  at  present 
in  possession  of  it    Parliament^  however^ 


had  a  good  opportunity  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  recommendations  of  the  Report 
by  the  abolition  of  such  offices,  when  they 
made  a  provision  for  retiring  Judges  and 
Chancellors.  The  provision  so  made  might 
well  have  been  made  the  purchase  of  the 
patronage  of  the  Judges  in  the  appointment 
to  those  offices  which  were  recommended  to 
be  abolished.  Whoever  recollected  that  the 
situations  of  the  Judges  had  been  formerly 
held  during  pleasure  :  whoever  called  to 
mind  that  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  had 
been,  from  time  to  time,  increased  (though 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  disapprove  of 
such  increase,  or  to  state,  that  the  increase 
was  even  sufficient,  yet)  whoever  looked 
to  either  of  these  events  must  be. sensible 
that  the  abolition  of  these  offices  might  on 
either  occasion  have  been  provided  for. 
The  sale  of  offices  in  the  coqrts  of  justice 
was  really  a  disgrace  to  the  institutions  of 
the  country;  and,  though  no  abuse  had 
arisen  from  it,  as  far  as  the  administration 
of  justice  was  concerned,  yet  it  was  a  prac- 
tice which  had  better  be  discontinued. 
And,  therefore,  he  most  earnestly  hoped, 
that  the  labours  of  the  Finance  Committee 
would  prove  more  efiectual  than  those  of 
any  former  Committee.  He  was  not  vain 
enough  to  suppose,  that  the  remedies  he 
had  to  propose  would  be  efiectual  to  his 
object;  but  be  trusted  that  it  would  be 
admitted  on  all  hands  that  some  remedies 
were  necessary.  One  thing  was  clear, 
that  wherever  an  abuse  was  pointed  out,  a 
remedy  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  applied. 
He  should,  therefore,  hardly  have  thought 
that  there  could  be  any  objection  to  tha 
Resolutions  which  he  was  about  to  submit 
to  the  house ;  so  obviously  proper  upon  the 
bare  statement  of  them,  and,  though  not 
exactly  borne  out  by  the  very  words  of 
the  Report,  yet  in  every  respect  conforma- 
ble to  its  object  and  spirit,  had  he  not 
heard  that  it  had  been  said  out  of  doors 
(he  begged  pardon  for  the  irregularity  of 
the  allusion)  that  these  sinecure  places  and 
pensions  were  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  prerogatives  and  rights  of  the 
crown,  as  to  form  the  palladium  of  the 
British  constitution.  When  gentlemen 
considered  the  enormous  increase  of  the 
public  taxes  since  the  year  1786;  when 
they  considered  that  the  army  and  the 
navy  had  been  augmented  nearly  tenfold ; 
when  they  looked  to  the  existing  state  of 
the  coptinent,  and  contemplated  wfiat  was 
likely  to  be  tiie  state  of  Europe  hereafter, 
when  even  in  the  event  of  peace,  we  could 
not  return  to  a  small  peace  establishment; 
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when  they  contemplated  all  these  circum- 
stances, it  was  impossible  for  them  to  be 
of  opinion,  that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
would  be  materially  diminished  by  the 
abolition  of  sinecures.  It  appeared  by  the 
Report,  that  the  whole  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  year  in  1791,  including  the  militia 
establishment,  (but  he  admitted  upon  a 
peace  establishment,)  amounted  to  filleen 
millions  nine  hundred  and  sixty  nine 
thousand  pounds.  The  expenditure  of  the 
last  year  was  77,800,000/.  The  influence 
of  the  qrown,  in  consequence  of  such  an 
increase  of  expenditure,  could  not  there- 
fore, be  much  afiected  by  the  abolition  of 
sinecures.-  There  would  still  remain  to  the 
crown  the  legitimate  patronage  in  the  ap- 
pointment to  all  situations,  naval,  military, 
civil,  and  judicial.  It  would  still  have  the 
appointments  connected  with  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue,  and  many  others  which 
were  unknown  in  former  times.  Surely, 
then,  it  could  not  be  seriously  contended 
that  the  appointment  to  these  sinecures  was 
at  all  essential  to  the  stability  or  the  dig- 
nity of  the  regal  power.  The  appointment 
to  sinecures  had  been  represented  by  Mr. 
Burke,  as  "  the  perennial  spring  of  all 
prodigality  and  disorder,  which  loaded  us 
more  than  millions  jof  our  debt.^'  It  was 
to  this  part  of  the  Report,  that  the  bouse 
was  particularly  called  upon  to  attend. — 
Having  already  stated  the  amount  of  the 
expenditure  in  sinecures,  pensions,  &c.  he 
proposed  next  to  consider  it  under  two 
beads,  the  one  unobjectionable,  the  other 
questionable,  though  it  was  not  his  wish 
to  be  miderstood  to  consider  what  be  re- 
presented questionable  as  altogether  ob- 
jectionable. According  to  his  view,  what- 
ever pensions  were  settled  on  the  diflerent 
branches  of  the  royal  family;  whatever 
pensions  were  charged  upon  the  consoli- 
aated  fund,  and  secured  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment ;  whatever  pensions  were  charged 
upon  the  civil  list,  and  j-egulated  by  Mr. 
Burke's  act,  should  be  left  altogether  out 
of  consideration,  as  unobjectionable.  Of 
the  same  -description  he  considered  the 
pensions  to  officers'  widows;  the  provision 
for  superannuated  artificers  ;  and  for  men 
retiring  from  office  after  long  and  faithful 
•ervice;  and  he  should  leave  them  also 
out  oFview.  The  whole  amount,  under 
these  various  heads,  was  697,740/.  in 
England.  As  to  the  sinecures  and  aliow- 
imces  by  ws^  of  pensions,  and  pensions 
not  regulated  by  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  he  con- 
sidered them  as  primd  facie  questionable, 
•nd  proposed  to  take  a. view  of  them  as 


they  existed,  first  in  England,  then  in  Scot- 
land, and  afiei  wards  in  Ireland.  The  first 
of  this  class  of  pensions,  which  he  regarded 
as  questionable,  came  under  the  head  of 
pensions  to  foreign  ministers.  In  the  year 
1787  the  amount  of  (hese  pensions  was 
9,185/.  but  it  was  now,  as  appeared  by  the 
Report,  as  high  as  51,689/.  besides  some 
contingent  pensions  and  others  not  included 
in  the  Report ;  but  whether  any  others 
had  been  granted  since  the  Report  was 
presented,  he  could  not  take  upon  him  to 
state.  A  great  increase  had,  therefore^ 
taken  place  under  this  head.  By  Mr. 
Burke's  bill  it  was  proposed  to  reduce  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the  pension-list  to 
60,000/.  but  that  limit  was  afterwards  ex- 
tended to  95,000/.  so  that  the  pensions  to 
foreign  ministers  had  encreased  to  more 
than  one  half  of.  the  whole  amount  of  the 
pension  list,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
Mr.  Burke's  bill.  This  was  a  subject  which' 
called  for  the  serious  attention  of  the  house ; 
and  upon  this  branch  of  the  public  expen- 
diture it  was  his  opinion,  that  a  most  im- 
portant retrenchment  might  in  time  be  ef- 
fected.— ^Another  class  of  pensions  to  which 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  house  was,  that  of  the  pensions  arising 
out  of  and  charged  upon  the  four  and  a  half 
per  cent,  duties;  with  respect  to  the  pen- 
sions arising  out  of  those  duties,  it  was  not 
his  intention  in  that  instance  to  submit  any 
specific  resolution  to  the  house ;  but  at  the 
same  time,  if  his  calling  the  attention  of 
his  majesty's  ministers  to  that  part  of  the 
subject,  should  be  productive  of  no  mea- 
sure on  their  part  for  applying  a  remedy  ' 
in  that  case,  he  should  then  feel  it  his  duty 
to  submit  to  the  house  at  some  future  pe- 
riod, the  propriety  of  sending  up  to  the 
throne,  an  humble  and  dutiful  Address 
upon  this  subject,  considering  that  to  be 
the  most  respectful  mode  of  proceeding, 
in  all  cases  where  the  application  related 
to  any  interference  with  the  royal  prero- 
gative. He  would  here  recal  to  the 
house's  recollection,  the  r be  of  those  du- 
ties :  It  would  be  recollected  that,  in  the 
first  instance,  these  duties  upon  the  four 
and  a  half  per  cents,  bad  been  granted  by 
an  Act  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Island  of 
Barbadoes  in  the  year  1665i  but  at  that 
time  those  duties  were  appropriated  to  co- 
lonial purposes,  the  payment  of  their  civil 
list  establishment:  and  the  internal  benefit 
of  the  island  itself.  After  the  Revolution 
the  application  of  those  duties  was  extend- 
ed, and  appropriated  by  parliament  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne  to  the  civil  list  «eiv 
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▼ice  of  this  country.  Oa  referring  to  the 
14-th  volume  of  the  Journals,  it  would  be 
found  that  a  Petition  had  been  presented  to 
that  house  from  the  colonists  in  Barba- 
does/ stating  the  original  ground  of  grant- 
ing those  duties,  praying  their  due  ap- 
propriation, and  for  relief,  against  the 
pressure  occasioned  by  their  recent  ap- 
propriation. In  consequence  of  that  peti- 
tion, it  would  appear  from  that  volume  of 
^he  Journals,  that  that  house  sent  up  an 
bumble  Address  to  her  majesty,  praying 
that  those  duties  might  be  placed  as  nearly 
as  might  be,  upon  their  original  grounds, 
and  that  they  should  be  omitted  in  the 
aivil  list;,  and  to  this  address  her  msyesty 
had  graciously  repHtd, "  That  these  duties 
having  been  granted  specially  for  particu- 
lar purposes,  should  make  no  part  of  her 
civil  list."  But  to  prove  that  the  house 
had  a  right  to  interfere  on  the  subject,  he 
referred  to  the  Army  Extraordinaries, 
where  they  would  find  provision  uniformly 
made  for  those  services  to  which  these 
duties  had  h^een  formerly  appropriated. 
The  public  had  a  right,  therefore,  to  these 
duties  as  purchasers,  having  defrayed  the 
expenditure  to  which  they  were  applied. 
When  the  four  and  a  half  per  cents,  had 
been  originally  granted,  the  salaries  of  the 
governors  and  other  officers  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  were  then 
paid  out  of  those  duties,  as  appeared  from 
the  Accounts  laid  upon  the  table  between 
the  years  1701  and  17  K),  and  not  the  sa- 
laries only  buttheexpences  resulting  from 
keeping  the  respective  fortifications,  &c. 
in  repau* :  whereas  at  present  all  those 
estimates  were  included  in  the  Army  £x- 
traordinaries  for  each  year. '  There  was 
also  another  ground  upon  which  the  ap- 
plication of  that  house  to  his  majesty  upon 
this  subject  could  not  be  considered  an 
interference  with  his  royal  prerogative. 
Originally  the  grant  of  a  pension  in  1765 
to  the  late  duke  of  Gloucestar,  was  paid 
out  of  the  four  and  a  hajf  per  cent,  duties, 
but  parliament  afterwards  transferred  this 
grant, amounting  to  0000/.  a  year,  to  the  con- 
solidated ftmd,  and  it  was  paid  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  for  a  number  of  years^ 
*not  but  of  those  duties,  but  out  of  the  conso- 
lidated fund,  which  saving  to  the  four  and  a 
balf  per  cent:  duties  gave  padiament  a 
proportionable  claim  upon  those  duties,  by 
dihiinishing  in  that  proportion  the  charges 
upon  them. — ^The  next  cla^s  of  PensitHis 
which  he  considered  a9>questionable,and  tp 
which  he  proposed  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house^  was  those  is^u^d  out  of  tb^  Tireasvury 


Fee  Fund,  out  of  the  establishments  of  the 
different  offices,  and  those  created  byway 
of  addition  to  the  establishments.  These 
he  considered  not  only  questionable  but 
suspicious,  not  alone  from  their  nature  and 
amount,  but  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  originated  ;  and  consequently  pro- 
per objects  of  constitutional  jealousy,  and 
parliamentary  superintendance. — Another 
head  of  Pensions  which  he  looked  upon 
as  questionable  was,  that  of  those  granted 
in  the  shape  of  pensions  or  allowances 
out  of  the  ordinaries  of  the  navy  to  retired 
civil  officers  and  wives  of  livj^ng  naval  offi- 
cers. No  man  dould  contend  that  a  pro- 
vision should  not  be  made  for  officers  un9> 
der  such  circumstances,  but  it  was  the 
manner  in  which  the  thing  was  done  that 
called  for  attention.  That  house  had  never 
proved  backward  to  remunerate  merito- 
rious otficers  ;  they  had  never  refused  any 
application  for  ^hat  purpose.  But  it  was 
the  manner  in  which  that  object  was  now 
attained  that  he  complained  of,  as  directly 
leading  to  abuses  ;  because  it  enabled  the 
heads  of  departments  to  superannuate 
whom  they  pleased ;  not  by  an  order  of 
his  majesty  in  council,  not  by  warrant 
under  the  sign  manual,  but  by  virtue  of  a 
power  exercised  by  the  he«ds  of  depart- 
ments, to  grant  pensions  to  whoever  th^y 
thought  proper.  To  correct  this  practice, 
therefore,  could  not  be  to  interfere  with 
the  kind's  prerogative. — There  was  also  % 
class  of  pensions  granted  under  the  sign 
manual,  which,  because  greater  in  amount, 
was  a  greater  grievance.  This  class  was 
supported  out  of  the  funds  produced  by 
the  sale  of  Old  Stores.  It  was  impossibly 
that  when  naval  stores  had  been  grated 
by  parliament  for  the  public  service,  they 
should  ever  cease  to  be  the  property  of 
the  public,  pr  become  a .  source  of  reve- 
nue to  his  majesty,  ^pon  t^is  bead  there- 
fore, it  was  his  intention  to  propose  a  spe- 
cific Resolution,  in  order  to  prevent  m 
future  such  a  misappropriation  of  a  public 
fund.  It  would  be  quite  another  question, 
how  the  persons  now  provided  for  from 
that  fund  should  be  otherwise  provided  for; 
but  the  practice  was  unconstitutional,  and 
should  be  .put  an  end  to. — ^There  was  on^ 
head,  denominated  allowances  in  the  nature 
of  Pensions,  which  so  inuch  resembled 
pensions,  that  he  could  not  distinguish 
tben^ ;  and  if  this  denomination  had  bee|i 
adopted  with  a  view  to  get  rid  of  the  limi- 
tation of  the  pension  list  imposed  by  Mr. 
Burke's  billj  he  was  sur«  the  house  would 
feel  the  ?^c«siity  of  putting  ;^  stop,  or^ 
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kast  of  establishing  some  limit,  to  the 
practice.  The  amount  of  these  pensions, 
out  of  the  royal  bounty,  out  of  the  Fee 
Funds,  out  of  the  Ordnance  allowance, 
and  oat  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain's *0(fice» 
exceeded  50,700/1  whilst  the  allowances  in 
the  nature  of  pensions,  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion charfi^ed  upon  the  civil  list,  amounted 
to  4>2.000/.,  making  together  nearly 
99,0001;  being  more  than  it  was  possible 
to  have  granted  under  the  provisions  of  Mr. 
Burke's  bill. — It  was  barely  necessary  for 
him  to  state  the  nature  and  extent  of  this 
branch  of  oublic  expenditure,  to  con- 
vince the  house  of  the  propriety  of.  an 
inquiry  how  far  retrenchment  might  be 
practicable. — He  came  next  to  a  most 
important  head,  that  of  Sinecures  and 
Offices  executed  by  Deputy,  which  in 
England  alone  amounted  to  242,355  /.  per 
annum.  in  the  colonies  particularly 
those  taken  from  the  enemy,  there  were 
8i:veral  which  had  not  been  returned, 
and  consequently  it  was  evident  that 
the  sum  stated  in  the  Re)>ort  nmst  b6  less 
than  the  actual  expenditure  under  this 
head.  This  sum  included  all  the  offices 
under  the  head  ofsinecures  of  offices  exe- 
cuted by  deputy,  and  those  of  the  courts 
of  law. — But  here  he  must  observe,  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  submit  any  Re- 
solution upon  the  subject,  that  could  im- 
mediately alibct  the  interests  of  those  who 
held  these  offices.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, avoid  calling  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  a  passage  of  a  Report  which  had 
been  made  by  a  Committee  upon  offices 
of  this  description,  towards  the  close  of 
lord  North's  administration.  The  pas- 
sage stated,  that  where  bona  fide  duties 
were  attached  to  an  office,  it  became  a 
freehold  to  the  possessor  if  he  held  it  for 
life,  but  if  he  derived  a  stipend  only  from 
the  office,  without  any  duty  to  perform,  ii 
could  not  be  considered  as  a  freehold. 
The  Report,  too,  added',  that  it  was  the 
maxim  of  our  ancestors  that  when  an  of- 
fice became  a  sinecure,  it  was'iii  fact  va- 
cated. The  Report  then  went  on  to  state, 
that  in  such  times  (a  time  when  the  whole 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  country  did  not 
exceed  fitleen  millions)  it  was  the  duty  of 
parliament  to  make  every  possible  re- 
trenchment in' the  public  expenditure. 
Whatever  reasons  could  apply  to  such 
times,  Mfust  apply  with  double  force  to 
the  present  times. — Thus  he  had  gone 
through  the  principal  heads  to  which  it 
was  his  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
hotise  upon  the  •ubjcct  of  Sinecure,  Pen- 
Vol.  XIV. 


sions,  and  Offices  executed  by  Deputy,  sos 
far  as  related  to  Eiigland,  and  had  only  to 
add,  that  the  aggregate  of  this  expendi^ 
ture,  which  he  classed  under  the  head 
"  objectionable  or  questionable/'  amount- 
ed to  four  hundred  and  twenty  four  thou- 
sand and  seventy-three  pounds,  thirteen 
shillings,  and  eleven  pence,  annually. — 
With  respect  to  Scotland  and  Ireland,  the 
amount  under  the  various  heads  to  which 
be  had  adverted  was  of  less  value,^  but  un- 
questionably not  less  deserving  the  consi- 
deration of  parliament.  The  amount  of 
pensions  in  Scotland  was  ^t  present 
39,704/.,  but  with  a  view  to  enable  the 
house  to  judge  of  the  extent  to  which  it 
had  been  carried,  he  had  to  state,  that  at 
the  accession  of  his  present  majesty  it  was 
of  little  value,  the  payment  of  pensions  ii^ 
that  country,  not  originally  exceed {|[|j^ 
5,940/.  He  did  not  find,  however,  that 
the  increase  had  been  applied  to  the  per- 
sonal benefit  of  the  sovereign ;  but  still 
thought  the  very  great  increase  imder 
this  head  worthy  the  attention  of  that 
house.  The  amount  of  sinecure  offices 
and  of  offices  executed  by  deputy,  was 
not  less  than  29,500/.  Of  these  he  was 
aware,  that  some  were  preserved  by  th« 
Act  of  Union,  but  these  were  few  in  num- 
ber ;  and  every  thing  he  had  said  with  re« 
spect  to  places  of  that  description  in  Eng- 
land, was  applicable  to  those  in  Scotland. 
He  did  not  mean,  however,  to  move  any 
Resolution  upon  this  head,  any  more  than- 
with  respect  to  the  pensions  out  of  the 
four  and  a  half  p€r  cents.  Hi.^  wish  would 
be  to  propose  at  a  future  period,  an  hum- 
ble Address  to  his  majesty,  that  he  would 
be  graciously  pleased  not  to  grant  pen- 
sions to  a  larger  amount  than  600/.  in  any 
one  year  in  Scotland,  until  the  whole 
should  be  reduced  to  10,000/.,  at  which  it 
should  remain,  being  double  what  it  was 
originally  ;  whilst  the  remainder  he  should 
propose  to  be  carried  to  the  Civil  List.  . 
The  total  of  exceptionable  or  objection- 
able charge  for  Scotland,  therefore,  includ- 
ing 8,575/.  for  Miscellaneous  Services  of 
a  doubtful  description,  amounted  to  seven- 
ty-seven thousand  six  hundred  and  nine 
thousand  pounds  a  year. — As  to  Ireland, 
that  country  was  far  more  fruitful  in  the 
amount  of  pensions  and  allowances  secu- 
red by  act  of  parliament.  By  the  Papers 
on  the  table,  it  appeared,  that  the  p^'esent 
amount,  under  the  head  of  Pensions,  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  limited  by  the  act  by 
10,000/. ;  but  as  it  appeared,  that  by  a 
clause  in  the  act  his  majesty  was  author 
2£ 
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tised  to  grant  to  the  amount  of  1200/.  in 
each  year  in  pensions,  he  feared  there 
could  be  no  remedy  for  that  excess,  until 
in  act  should  be  passed  to  amend  the  for- 
mer act.  The  sum  granted  as  compensa- 
tion for  those  who  lost  oilices  by  the 
Union  was  ninety-seren  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three  pounds,  thirteen 
shillings,  and  four  pence.  This  was  well 
worth  the  attention  of  the  house,  because 
many  of  those  thus  compensated  must 
have  held  offices  during  pleasure,  and 
could  not  have  the  same  claim  to  compen- 
sation with  those  who  held  offices  for  life. 
— The  sinecures  and  the  allowances  in  the 
mature  of  Pensions  to  those  superamiuated, 
had  been  much  increased  ^in  Ireland  on 
account  of  a  fake  interpretation  having 
been  put  upon  the  act  of  parliament ;  and 
to  su(h  an  extent  was  this  carried,  that 
persons  who  had  served  for  twenty-five 
years,  thought  themselves  privileged  to 
ifetire,  though  then  perhaps  in  the  prime 
of  life,  in  their  4-5lh  or  4()th  years,  when 
they  had  become  fully  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  their  office,  and  were  at  that 
very  time  bettar  able  to  discbarge  the  du- 
ties of  it,  than  they  had  been  at  any  for- 
mer period,  thus  superannuating  them- 
selves after  they  had>  as  it  were,  served  a 
sort  of  an  apprenticeship  to  the  duties  of 
the  office; — Another  circumstance  of  which 
he  had  to  complain,  with  respect  to  the 
indiscriminate  allowance  of  compensations 
was,  that  they  were  given  not  only  to 
those  who  retired  from  places  and  offices 
held  by  patent,  but  to  those  also  who  re- 
tired from  places  they  had  held  merely 
during  pleasure ;  this  was  not  in  unison 
with  the  true  and  original  principle  of 
such  grants,  for  they  were  intended  to 
prevent  injustice ;  but  what  injustice,  he 
would  ask,  was  suffered  by  the  man  who 
holding  a  place  at  pleasure  was  removed 
tt  pleasure  ?  He  thought  it  wrong,  there- 
fore, so  to  misapply  the  public  money,  by 
giving  it  to  those  who  had  no  claims  what- 
ever upon  public  justice.  Hence  he 
thought  that  the  best  possible  remedy 
against  all. such  misapplications,  would  be 
the  publicity  of  the  grants  themselves ;  if 
"*  they  were  all  publicly  given.  If  no  com- 
pensation could  be  given  without  every 
circumstance  of  the  grant,  nature,  and  ob- 
ject of  it  being  laid  upon  the  table  of  that 
house;  they  would  not  have  to  complain 
of  so  many  improper  grants,  and  indeed 
in  general,  the  best  remedy  against  the 
•vit  they  so  often  beard  complained  of 
Ml  that  bouse  undec  the  term  Jobs,  would 


be  publicity  in  every  thing  relating  to 
the  disposal  of  the  public  money. — The 
whole  amount  of  objectionable  or  ques- 
tionable charge  for  Ireland  (including 
pensions  I2(),8J.()/.  \2s,  ^d,  compensations 
for  Union  l)7,f)()5/.  13j.  \d,  sinecures  and 
reversons  102,104/.)  amounted  tothrechon-- 
dred  and  tw^enty  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fourteen  pounds  six  shillings  per  annum. 
He  had  now  mentioned  the  evils,  ami  he 
should  next  state  the  means  by  which  be 
proposed  to  come  at  the  remedies.  He 
had  in  his  hand  a  series  of  resolutions, 
which  he  would  sublimit  to  th^ Committee, 
in  case  the  house  agreed  in  appointing 
it : — Here  the  hon.  gent,  read  those  Reso- 
lutions, which  stated  in  substance,  the  ur- 
gent necessity  at  such  a  period  of  the 
strictest  economy  in  the  disposal  of  the 
public  money.  That  it  was  not  so  much 
the  object  to  abolish  certain  offices  as  that 
the  amount  of  those  charges  should  not  ex- 
ceed the  just  estimate  of  the  servicer  ren- 
dered thereby  to  the  public.  That  it  was 
desirable  that  the  emoluments  of  office* 
appertaining  to  courts  of  law  should  not 
be  permitted  to  fluctuate  or  to  go  beyond 
their  estimate  at  their  first  institution. 
That  Mr.  Burke's  bill  had  wisely  stipu- 
lated against  the  unnecessary  creation  of 
places  and  offices,  and  that  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient to  follow  up  that  stipulation  by 
providing  for  the  annual  publicity  of  all 
grants  of  such  Places.  The  learned  and 
hon.  gent,  then  concluded  with  moving. 
That  nis  Resolutions  do  lie  upon  the  table, 
and  that  a  Committee  of  tlie  whole  house 
be  appointed  to  take  into  further  consider- 
ation the  third  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  Finance  on  this  day  se'nnight.*  , 

•  The  following  i%  an  Abstract  of  the  Pen- 
sions, &c.  from  the  Papers  on  the  table,  as  ro 
ferred  to  iii  Mr.  Mofrtin's  Statement  ; 

ENGLAND.—Peksions. 
Royal  Family,  and  paid  by  Act 

of  Parliament  out  or  the 

Consolidated  Fund  -  -  ^.  133,000  Q  0 
House  of  Orange,  Ditto  -  -  16,000  0  0. 
Royal  Family,  out  of  Civil  List, 

by  Letters  of  Privy  Seal  and 

Sign  Manuel 162,000    0     0 

Ditto,    out    of  Consolidated 

Fund,  by  Act  of  Parliament     72,000    0     0 

^.383,(^    0    0 
Floating  Pensions  for  the  Prin- 

cessod,  to  commence  on  the 

demise    of    his     Majesty, 

30,000/. 
Oth«r  P^oiioos,  paid  out  of 
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£.  165,058 

Hoatiug  Pensions  which  wiU ■  «  »     ^ 

become  a  Charge  on   the 
Civil  List,  8,471/. 
Army,  &c. 
To  Ofticer»MVidovvs     -    -    -    tAfii^    6    f2 

Navy. 
To  Superannuated  Officers,  in- 
cluding those  who  have  re- 
ceived Wounds  in  the  Ser- 
vice, and  the  Widows  and 
.   Children  of  other  Officers, 
payable    on    the  Ordinary 
Estimate  of  the  Navy   -    -     63,884    •    0 
To  Master   Attendants,  &c. 
Artificers,  and  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  Yards      -    -       6,306    0    0 
Oednance. 
To  Officers' Widows,  &c.       •     45^572  17  11 


gem. ;  and,  indeed,  he  was  disposed  to«gct 
bejond  the  hen.  gent,  and  even  the  Com- 
mittee on  one  point,  namely,  that  relating 
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Mr.  if.  thomton  rose  to  second  the  mo- 
tion. He  concurred  most  cordially  in  all 
the  Resolutions   proposed    by  the  hon. 

the  Consolidated  Fund,  by 
Act    of   Parliament    (only 
4,000/.  of  which  contingent)     75,990  14  10 
Ditto,  on  Civil  List,  under  the 

Regulations  of  Act  22  G.  3     89,087  13     4 


^.149,689    4     1 


Total  Unobjectionable  Pen- 
sions, 097,747  (.  12s.  Zd, 

Pensions  Objectionable  oa  Ql'EStionable. 

Pensions    called    Allowances  • 

from  the  War-Office     -    -       i,640    6    9 

Ditto  by  Pay-master  General, 
Royal  Bounty  (Officers'  Wi- 
dows ^ot  here  included)    -       5,163    6     8 

Isle  of  Man 560    00 

Gibraltar 692  10    0 

Out  of  Treasury  Fee  Fund, 
Civil  List  and  Law  Charges, 
deducting  for  persons  who 
have  died  ------       2,990    0    0 

Allowances  out  of  Fee  Fund 
and  Messengers*  Fuud,  Fo- 
reign Otfice     -----        2,495     0    0 

Additions   to    the   Establish-    " 

nient  of  the  Foreign  Oifi re  -  150    0    0 

Paid  out  of  Civil  List  or  other 
Fund  (600/^  of  which  is  con- 
tingent)      1,625     0    0 

Allowances  out  of  Home  De- 
partment -.'----       2,172    0    0 

Pensions  and  Allowances  out 
of  the  Ordinary  Estimates 
of  the  Navy  to  ret'^r^d  Civil 
Oftjcers  and  Wives  of  Living 
r^ival  Oilicers  (exclusive 
of  Master  Shipwrights  and 
other  Workiuiij  Othcers  em- 
ployed in  the  Yards,  and 
not  including  those  lately 
dead).  These  payments  are 
lately  increafted  -    -    •    *     12,316  10    0 


Floating  Pensions  in  the  Onli- 
nary  of  the  Navy,  1182/.  io*. 
of  which  is  now  in  a  course 
of  payment    -    -    -    -    -  182  10    0 

Out  of  Old  Stores  (not  includ- 
ing Widows  and  Children 
of  Officers,  or  Pensions  for 

.    Wounds) 6,828  10    9 

Floating  Pensions  out  of  Old  . 
Stores,  3,851/.  10s. 

Note — ^Tho  Paycaents  out  of 
Old  Stores,  by  Sign  Manual, 
amount,  exclusive  of  Bills 
assigned  on  the  Treasurer  of 
the  N a vy  (which  are  43,432/ 
18*.  4</.)  to  29,083/.  4».  1  \d. 
of  which  7,059/.  lOk  Qd, 
was  in  payment  of  Pensions. 

Payments  in  aid  of  Salary  to 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty       f  ,000    0    0 

Pensions  or  Allowances  at  the 
Tax-Office      -----       1,900    0    0 

Compensations,  Pensions,  and 
Allowanced  in  the  Offices  of 
Master  of  the  Horse  and 
Lord  Steward      -    -    -    -        7,454  19    t 

Pensions  out  of  Transport  Of- 
fice  ."    "    *       ^>^^    ^    ^ 

Pensions  out  of  Excise  and 

Salt  Duties 1,696    6    0 

Allowances  to  suppressed  Com- 
missaries  ------        1,966  14    3 

Lottery  Office  Pensions    -    -  100     Q    0 

Pay  Otfice  ditto 1,100    0    0 

Post  Office 591     00 

Stamp  Office      -----       3>080    0    0 

Annual  Payments  from  Civil 
List  to  Rangers,  &c. 

Allowances  out  of  Ordnance, 
deducting  for  Officers*  Wi- 
dow?, &c.  ------ 

Pensions  added  since  the  Ac- 
count of  those  made  up  to 
5lh  Jan.  1807      -    -     -     - 

Allowances  under  the  name  of 
Compensations  In  the  De- 
partments of  Lord  Cham- 
berlain and  blaster  of  the 
Robes  ------- 

In  the  Customs  -     -    -    -    - 

Iri  the  Pell  Office,  for  Places 
abolished  ------ 

Deputy  Surveyor  of  Woods 
and  Forests,  in.  lieu  of  an 
Office  in  Chatham  Barracks 

Small  Pensions  to  diifeienc 
Churches  and  Pari«)l>es  for- 
merly paid  by  Paymaster  of 
Pensions,  transferred  to  Ex- 
chequer by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment   ------- 

To  Foreign  Ministers  -    -    - 

(22  G.  3,  §  18,  Act  not  to  ex- 


-      10,168    3    3 
15,23f  19    0 
3,766    0    0 


«,685  10    0  ^ 
807     0    0 

280     0     0 


500    O    0 


1,75B     5     4 
51,689    0    0 
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to  Sinecures ;  for  it  would  be  in  tlie  recol- 
lection of  the  house,  how  the  original  Re- 
port had  been  altered  upon  that  he^d. 
The  learned  gentleman  had  adopted  the 
^  language  of  the  Report,  but  it  was  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  house  ought  rather  to  revise 
the  system,  than  to  content  itself  with  ac- 
ting upon  a  principle  which  had  already 
been  recognized.  It  would  be  proper  to 
revise  the  whole  question  respecting  Sine- 
cures, in  order  to  a^^certain  which  it  might 
perhaps  be  desirable  to  retain.  With  a 
reservation  respecting  this  point,  he  hear- 
tily coincided  m  all  toe  other  Resolutions 
of  the  learned  gent.  The  learned  gent, 
had  however  fallen  into  some  inaccura- 
cies which  he  rose  to  set  right.  The  Com- 
mittee was  now  employed  in  correcting 
•orae  inaccuracies  into  which  it  had  fallen. 


tend  to  those  Pensions,  pro- 
vided the  persons  receiving 
them  do  uot  efijoy  S'ime 
place  of  Prcrfit  from  the 
Crown  to  the  amount  of  the 
Pension  usually  allowed  iu 
those  cases) 
Contingents  ditto,  3,900/. 
l*ayroasters'  Poundage  out  of 
Arte  J  Pensions  -  -  -  - 
.  (Qu.  Whether  this  Office  be 
not  executed  by  Deputy? 
and  if  so,  might  not  a  snuill 
Salary  be  allowed  in  lieu  of 
Poundage  ?) 

Offices  Sinecure,  or 
BY  Deputy. 

Twenty-two  out  of  36  Sinecure 
Offices  or  executed  by  De- 
puty (of  the  Emoluments  of 
the  remaining  14  no  return 
lias  been  made)  -    -    -    -  ■ 

Alienation  OiHce  and  Hana- 
per,  also  Sinecures  -    -    - 

Apothecary  Gen«'ral  (sinecure) 
average  of  3  years     -    -     - 

Thirty-six  other  Offices  exe- 
cuted by  Deputy  in  the  Ex- 
chequer, Customs,  Excise, 
Navy,  Pay  Office,  and  Privy 
Seal      ....... 

Ditto  in  Courts  of  Just  ce     - 

Note— Marshal  of  tie  Admi- 
ralty and  other  Offices  omit- 
ted, and  no  Returns  from  the 
Courts  of  Vice- Admiralty 
abroad,  12  in  numher. 

Offices  ofthe  same  nature  held 
for  joiot  lives  (Navnl  Offices 
of  Jamaica  not  included) 
but  may  be  subject  to  some 
•luaU  Ueductioos    -    -    - 


1,746     6    3 


150,437   16 

EXECUTED 


18,791 

0 

.0 

3,407 

11 

6 

12,158 

5 

4 

80,814     0 
97,367     0 


59,818     0     0 
X  242,355  16  10 


by  having  inserted  in  the  appendix  to  its 
Report  the  gross  instead  of  the  net  salaries. 
From  the  documents  he  possessed,  he  com- 
puted the  gross  amount  estimated  in  his 
first  broad  and  general  statement,  by  the 
learned  gent,  at  one  million  and  a  haif, 
to  be  1,400,000/.  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  less  than  the  hon.  gent,  had  made 
it.  But  out  of  this  sum  of  one  million  four 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  there  were  like- 
wise to  be  deducted  various  snms,  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  gent,  had  not  included  in 
his  statement  of  questionable  expenditure, 
viz.  a  sum  of  34,000/.  to  Officers*  Widows, 
one  of  45,000/.  to  the  Ordnance  Service, 
and  a  third  of  57,000/.  towards  the  Navy 
Estimates ;  there  was  also  to  be  deducted 
a  sum  of  8,000/.  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty, and  his  olfice,  and  1 5  or  1 4>000/. 

No  Rt-turn  of  the  Offices  in  ihe 

West  India  Islands  taken 

from  the  enemy. 
Fourand  a  half  per  Cent.  Duty      10,331     0  '0 
Paid  by  the  Husband  of  the 

Duty 20,949    0    0 


ct\  31,280    0    6 

Contingent  and  floating  ditto, 
5,730/. 

Peosions  Miscellaneous   -    -    150,437  16    7 

Sinecure  Offices  held  by  De- 
puty, or  for  Joint  Lives      -   242,355  16  10 


Total  Ohjectiqnable  or  Ques- 
tionable for  England      -  ^.424,073  13  11 

•       SCOTLAND.  ' 
Pensions  paid  oiit  of  the  Civil 

Ehtnblisbmcnt     -     -    -    -     39,704  16     6 
Payments   for   Miscellaneous 

Services     which    may    be 

doubtful 8,575     0    0 

Sinecure  Offices      -    -    -    -        1,230    0    0 
Ditto  executed  by  Deputy    -     28,090    0     0 


^.77,609  16     6 


IRELAND. 

Pensions 120,846  12     8 

Compensation  for  Union,  &c.       97,663  13     4 
Sinecure  Offices  held  for  two 

or  more  Lives,  or  grunted  in 

Reversion       -     -    -     -    -    102,104     0     0 


Total  Ireland       -     ^.320,614    6     0 
England     -  424,073  13  11 

Scotland     -    -       77,609  16     6 


Total  Objectionable  or  Ques- 
tionable     ^.822,297  16  5 

Unobjectionable     -    -    -    -   697,747  12  3 

Graod  Total    -^.1,520,045  8  8 
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for  defraying  the  expences  of  government 
dispatches^  besides  other  charges  which 
made  the  aggregate  of  deductions  amount 
to  20 1,000/.  So  that  altogether  a  sum  of 
300,000/.  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the 
iirst  broad  statement  of  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed gent.  From  the  remaining  1,200,000/. 
there  should  likewise  be  deducted  those 
charges  which  having  been  granted  by 
way  of  compensation  for  loss  of  office  or 
for  terminable  periods,  would  cease  with 
the  lives  of  the  grantees,  or  the  expiration 
of  the  terms  for  which  they  may  have  been 
granted.  Upon  the  best  consideration  he 
cotild_give  the  subject,  and  the  most  accu- 
rate estimate  he  could  form,  it  did  not  ap» 
pear  to  him,  that  the  whole  of  the  floatin? 
charge  of  Pensions,  &c.  properly  so  called^ 
coald  be  said  to  exceed  half  a  million  a 
year.  Even  this,  however,  was  a  large 
sum,  and  he  not  only  thought  that  the 
crown  ought  to  be  under  restrictions  in  the 
disposal  of  it,  but  that  the  specific  reasons 
for  the  various  grants  should  be  regularly 
laid  before  the  house.  The  hon.  gent,  in 
his  statement  of  Sinecures  had  also  been  a 
little  obscure,  and  had  overstated  the 
amount.  The  total  amount  was  not  more 
than  232,000/.  including  those  of  the  law 
courts,  &c.  lie  wished  merely  to  correct 
this  inaccuracy,  while  at  the  same  time  he, 
expressed  his  belief  that  in  the  sum,  what- 
ever it  was,  a  diminution  might  be  made. 
He  ;igreed  in  the  propriety  of  giving  par- 
liament full  information  on  these  subjects 
annually.  The  public  could  no  longer  be 
kept  in  ignorance ;  and  from  the  diffusion 
of  political  knowledge,  it  was  now  neces- 
sary to  have  every  thing  clearly  slated, 
that  they  might  not  appear  to  act  from  bad 
grounds  and  want  of  information.  A  re- 
gular system  of  superannuation  ought  to 
be  adopted,  as  had  been  very  properly  re- 
commended by  his  hon.  friend  ;  and  he 
thought  farther,  that  in  such  times  as  the 
present,  it  was  highly  necessary,  on  account 
of  the  increase  of  political  knowledge 
among  the  people,  and  the  spirit  of  en- 
quiry that  prevailed,  that  the  most  distinct 
and  correct  statement  of  the  application  of 
the  public  money  should  be  alForded  the 
house,  as  well  as  communicated  out  of 
doors :  because  since  the  people  would 
have  such  information,  it  was  desirable 
that  it  should  be  correct.  He  expected 
soon  to  see  before  the  house  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  Public  Expenditure, 
wbieh  he  trusted  would  throw  soma  lisht 
on  this  subject,  and  afibrd  them  farther 
^information. 


Mr.  H,  Martin,  in  explanation,  said, 
that  he  meant  not  to  afiect  the  sums  ap« 
propriated  to  Officers'  Widows,  or  any 
such  charge.  He  had  distinctly  stated,  in 
setting  out,  that  he  wished  those  to  be  laid 
aside  in  the  consideration  to  which  hjt  was 
about  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  returned 
h?s  thanks  to  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Martin) 
for  his  very  fair  and  candid  manner  of 
making  his  statement,  and  also  for  allow- 
ing the  house  sufficient  time  to  take  the 
subject  fully  into  their  consideration.  He 
was  free  to  confess,  that  at  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  he  had  not  formed 
a  clear  idea,  or  at  all  made  up  his  mind 
respecting  many  points  touched  upon  by 
the  hon.  gent,  in  his  statement.  The  house 
would,  therefore,  not  be  surprised,  that 
since  the  meeting  of  parliament  his  time 
was  so  much  occupied  with  the  other  im-« 
portant  duties  of  his  office  that  he  had  n#t 
been  able  to  gain  new  lights  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  should  now  state,  that  he  had 
the  pleasure  of  agreeing  with  the  hon. 
member  in  many  of  his  points.  He  agreed 
also  perfectly  with  what  had  been  said  by  . 
another  hon.  member  (Mr.  Thornton),  that 
the  greatest  publicity  should  be  given  to 
every  question  connected  with  the  expen- 
diture of  the  country,  and  that  the  whole 
of  the  public  accounts  ought  to  be  pro- 
duced in  such  a  form  as  to  be  intelligible 
to  every  ordinary  comprehension.  This 
was  the  plan  which  Mr.  Pitt  always  pur- 
sued. He  contrived  to  disentangle  finan- 
cial operations  from  any  difficulty,  or  ob- 
scurity, and  placed  them  in  that  clear  and 
perspicuous  light  that  every  common  un- 
derstanding was  capable  of  comprehend- 
ing them.  The  observations  which  the 
hon.  member  had  made  respecting  the  Su- 
perannuation Fund  appeared  to  him  per* 
fectly  proper,  and  he  entirely  coincided 
with  him  in  the  opinion  that  every  branch 
of  the  public  expenditure  ought  to  be  sub- 
mitted as  expeditiously  as  possible  to  the 
consideration  and  judgment  of  that  house. 
He  agreed  with  him  perfectly  about  the 
propriety  of  keeping  the  two  heads  of 
Navy  Pensions  and  Superannuated  Fund 
distinct.  He  also  agreed  with  him  that 
the  most  effectual  mode  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed for  carrying  the  proceeds  of  old  stores 
to  the  credit  of  the  public.  He  coincided 
with  the  hon.  member  in  most  of  the  pro- 
visions he  had  suggested,  though  he  was  of 
opinion  that  there  would  be  much  incon- 
venience, if  not  an  utter  impossibility,  for 
parliament  to  make  individual  grants  to  ali 
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those  various  descriptions  of  persons  neces- 
sary to  be  taken  into  consideration.  The 
sums  might  be  voted  under  certain  heads, 
and  the  individual  provided  for  by  the 
minister  on  his  responsibility  to  parlia- 
ment. As  for  general  charges  respect- 
ing want  of  economy  in  the  public  ex- 
(>enditurei  he  would  say,  that  he  was 
sure  that  not  only  his  majesty's  present 
ministers,  but  any  other  set  of  gentle- 
men who  might  in  future  be  ministers, 
would  be  much  better  economists  of  the 
public  purse  under  the  check  and  super- 
intendance  of  parliament,  than  parliament 
itself  would  be.  As  to  the  office  to  which 
he  had  a  reversion,  he  would  most  disin- 
terestedly state,  that  he  thought  it  among 
the  number  of  those  offices  which  might 
admit  of  regulation,  according  to  that 
principle  of  parliament  which  allowed  the 
regulation  of  the  fees  and  emoluments  of 
an  office,  when  those  emoluments  far  ex- 
ceeded what  was  originally  intended.  He 
admitted  that  many  offices  in  the  Courts 
of  Justice  required  regulation,  and  he  was 
indeed  disposed  to  go  a  considerable  way 
in  support  o^the  ideas  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man. The  only  thing  that  he  wished  to 
throw  out  to  his  consideration  was,  whe- 
ther it  would  be  necessary  to  bring  forward 
this  plan  in  the  course  of  the  session,  or 
whether  it  would  not  be  as  well  to  leave  it 
for  the  consideration  of  ministers  during 
the  recess,  and  wait  to  see  how  much  of 
it  could  be  carried  into  eflect  by  ministe- 
rial regulations  without  the  necessity  of 
parliamentary  enactment?. 

Lord  //.  Petti^  coincided  in  every  re^ 
spect  with  the  Resolutions  proposed  by  his 
hon.  friend,  and  gave  his  fullest  concur- 
rence to  all  the  sentiments  he  had  expressed 
in  their  support.  He  confessed,  that  look- 
ing to  the  situation  and  circumstances  in 
which  the  Report  was  drawn  up,  it  would 
have  been  more  desirable  that  the  right 
hon.  the  ,Ch3ncellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
had  assumed  the  task,  but  not  having  felt 
that  to  be  his  duty,  he  was  glad  to  find 
that  he  was  not  for  that  reason  averse  to 
the  spirit  of  the  regulations  suggested,  and 
was  sure  that  he  had  done  no  more  than 
justice  to  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  when 
he  ascribed  to  him  that  fairness  and  can- 
dour with  which  he  had  introduced  the 
measure.  It  was  not  from  any  expecta- 
tion of  great  saving  that  he  advocated  this 
Bieasore,  or  witli  any  view  of  being  able 
thereby  to  lessen  the  burdens  of  the  taxes. 
As  the  whole  sphere  of  the  pensions,  sine- 
cures^ and  ttllowaaces  did  not  amouat  to 


more  th&tn  a  fifty-second  part  of  the  annual 
expenditure  of  this  country,  and  after 
deducting  the  allowances  to  the  royal 
family,  would  not  exceed  ^ne  80th  part 
of  the  expenditure,  the  house  could  not 
be  entitled  to  expect  that  any  great  saving 
could  result  from  the  curtailment  of  this 
branch  of  the  public  expenditure.  It  was 
not  therefore,  on  this  expectation,  but  on 
the  principle  that,  however  small  the  ad- 
vantage to  be  derived  from  the  investiga- 
tion of  abuses,  the  constant  attention  of 
the  house  should  be  directed  to  the  sup- 
pression of  such. evils,  that  he  agreed  to 
the  motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friefnl* 
After  deducting  the  annuities  to  the  royal 
family,  the  amount  of  pensions,  sinecures^ 
&c.  amounted  to  950,000/.  *  This  sum  was 
received  not  for  services  performing,  but 
performed.  If  sinecures  were  not  the 
proper  mode  of  rewarding  all  services  per-* 
formed,  still  it  was  not  said  that  they  should 
be  excluded  altogether.  So,  the  question 
should  be,  to  what  extent  this  was  the 
fittest  mode,  and  whether  the  amount  of 
sums  so  payable  did  or  did  not  exceed  the 
value  of  the  service  performed.  The  ob- 
ject of  his  hon.  friend  was  not  that  these 
offices  should  be  done  away,  but  that  the 
amount  of  them  should  not  be  greater 
than  the  value  of  the  serViee  rendered  to 
the  public.  His  next  object  was,  that  the 
emoluments  of  Offices  in  Courts  of  Law 
should  not  be  allowed  to  fluctuate,*  and 
to  exceed  what  was  to  have  been  expected 
when  they  were  originally  instituted. 
Thirdly,  to  prevent  the  possible  creation 
of  places,  as  stipulated  for  by  Mr.  Burke's 
bill,  by  providing  for  the  annual  publicity 
of  all  circumstances  connected  with  the 
grants  of  such  places.  No  where  could 
this  privilege  be  so  safely  lodged  a?  in  the 
crown ;  but  being  so  confided,  it  was  pro- 
per that  an  account  of  the  nature  and  man- 
ner of  the  appointments  should  be  laid 
before  the  house,  and  so  become  accessible 
to  parliament  and  to  the  public  at  all 
times.  These  were  the  only  regulations 
which  could  be  adopted  to  keep  down  this 
expend itore,  and  while  the  house  was  not 
guilty  of  any  dereliction  of  duty,  no  pub- 
lic body  could  be  better  qualified  for  such 
a  task. — Having  said  so  much,  he  should 
reserve,  till  another  opportunity,  the  en- 
tering into  minor  details.  The  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  while 
he  agreed  in  many  things  with  theiion. 
and  learned  mover,  had  suggested  that  it 
would  not  be  necessary  for  his  hon.  frieiid 
to  press  the  Resolutions  he  had  read,  during 
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have  the  sapie  effect^  as  it  was  not  to  be 
supposed  that  atiy  miiHster  would  take 
upon  him  to  act  in  opjsositioa  to  such  a 
declaration  of  the  opinion  of  the  hou^. 
Before  he  should  sot  iown  he  begged  to 
correct  sv  mis-atatement  with  regard  to  the- 
four  and  a  half  per  eent.  duty.  On  an 
average  for  ten  years  it  had  been  found  to 
produce  90,000/.  per  annum^  and  was 
charged  with  29,(X)OL  per  ann.  to  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester.  In  order  to  relieve 
this  fund  from  sa  great  an  orercharge,  hie 
royal  highnesses  allowance  had  been  re- 
moved  to  thje  Consolidated  fund  ^  bat  the 
4f  per  cent,  duty  was  not  in  conseqiienee 
applied  to  the  Uics  of  the  crown.  He 
noticed  the  difference  betwof  n  the  grese 
and  nett  statements  of  salary,  &c.  A  re- 
lation of  his  held  an  ofBce  estimated  nt 
2,MX)l.  per  annum  while  in  fact  it  netted 
no  more  than  400/.  the  2,000/.  being  paid 
for  stamps,  &c.  He  concluded  by  thank- 
ing the-hon.  and  learned  gent,  for  the  mo* 
tion  he  had  submitted  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Crecoey  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  ob- 
ject to  the  Resolutions  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  but  to  claim  to  himself  the^ 
right  of  gding  beyond  them  on  a  future 
occasion  by  other  resolutions  of  his  owm 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  been  much 
too  tender  upon  the  subject  of  the  4f  per 
cent,  taward  Inland  duties,  considernij 
them  as  private  property  of  the  crown, 
and  disposable  at  its  pleasure.  For  his 
part,  he  was  convinced  this  fund  was  public 
property,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  used 
as  it  had  been.  It  was  excepted  by  name 
out  of  the  royal  revenue  by  the  first  act  of 
queen  Anne,  and  again  by  the  acts  on  the 
accession  of  George  the  first  and  second  ; 
and  on  the  accession  of  his  present  majesty 
it  was  not  specified  amongst  the  small  here- 
ditary revenues  then  given- up,  for  a  ver}*" 
*good  reiison,  because  it  had  long  been 
alienated  from  the  crown.  Through  the 
whole  of  the  last  century  to  the  few  i^- 
raaining  years  of  it,  this  fund  had  been 
considered  as  public  property.  Lord  Gren- 
ville,  as  chairman  of  a  committee  of  that 
house,  returned  it  amongst  the  public  re- 
venue of  the  country  in  I7So.  Lord  Har- 
rowby  (then  Mr,  Kyder),  did  the  same 
in  1791.  It  was  in  1797  that  the  Finance 
Committee,  for  the  first  time,  raised  a 
doubt  about  it;  and  from  that  time  Mr. 
Pitt's  govemmeui,  which  till  then  had 
treated*  i\\\i  fund  as  public  pi^operty,  im- 
mediately cut  and  carved  it  up  in  pensions 
to  an  enormous  amount,  amongst  Mr. 
Pitt's  private  and  political  connectioiis> 


the  present  session.  He,  however,  was 
of  opinion,  that  if  the  house  approved  of 
the  Resolutionsi  it  would  be  better  that 
they  should  be  put  into  the  form  of  bills, 
and  if  so,  that  they  should,  if  possible, 
pass  during  the  present  session.  He  was 
tatisfted  the  botise  coukl  nf^  discharge  its 
duty  better  than  by  proceeding  to  carry 
the  principle  of  these  Resolutions  into 
execution.  The  Resolutions  of  his  hon. 
friend  had  his  full  concurrence ;  and  it 
gave  him  satisfaction  to  see  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  been  met  by  the  house. 
The  motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
only  went  to  follow  up  the  regulations 
which  had  been  acted  on  since  the  year 
178'i,  by  which  all  the  public  offices  had 
been  regulated,  and  a  diminution  of  one 
half  of  the  objectionable  expences  had 
been  accomplished.  He  stated  this  to 
shew  that  the  present  was  no  new  theory. 
Out  of  an  expenditure  of  80  millions  an- 
nually, it  was  to  be  expected  that  excesses 
and  abuses  would  spring.  But  any  sum, 
however,  if  given  away  without  any  jus- 
tifiable ground,  was  an  evil  that  called  for 
remedy ;  and  every  increase  of  influence 
on  the  part  of  the  crown,  obtained  by 
such  means,  at  however  smal.l  an  expence, 
could  not  be  too  much  guarded  against  by 
parliament.  The  public  had  a  right  also, 
he  contended,  to  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  application  of  the  public  money,  and 
to  be  convinced  that  every  eflR>rt  was 
made  on  the  part  of  that  house  to  prevent 
unnecessary  expenc^.  This  species  of 
expence,  too,  had  a  constant  tendency  to 
increase,  which  made  it  more  the  duty  of 
that  house  to  check,  and  keep  it  wiihin 
due  bounds.  He  did  not  l)elieve  it  to  be 
the  intention  of  his  hon.  friend  to  hurry 
the  measure,  but  should  the  hmise  adopt 
the  Resolutions,  it  would  be  for  them  to 
consider  whether  they  would  pass  the  bills 
during  the  present  session,  or.delay  acting 
on  them  till  next  session.  For  his  own 
part,  however,  he  saw  no  good  to  be  de- 
rived from  delay,  and  thought  the  house 
could  not  do  better  than  carry  the  regu- 
lations proposed  into  effect,  with  as  little 
loss  of  lime  as  possible. 

Mr.  Rose  was  satisfied  there  could  be 
but  One  sentiment  in  the  house  on  such  a 
iubject.  Whether  ^he  Resolutions  proposed 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  were 
carried  ,th rough  the  hous^,  in  th^  form  of 
Bills,  h(JWever,  dutihg  the  present  session, 
coitid  not,  he  conceived  be  of  great  im- 
portance. The  entering  them  on  the 
Journais  as  Resolutions  of  the  houie  would 
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men,  women  and  children.  Never  fund 
was  so  abused,  and  in  no  case  more  strik- 
inj^ly  than  in  that  of  Mr.  Long;  the  Civil 
List  act  of  Mr.  Burke  had  enacted,  that 
no  person  other  than  a  prince  of  the  blood, 
or  upon,  a  recommendation  of  either  house 
of  parliament,  should  have  a  pension  ex- 
ceeding 1,'JOO/.  per  annum,  and  yet  Mr. 
Long,  a  subordinate  officer  of  the  govern- 
ment, had  been  helped  to  a  pension  of 
1,500/.  per  annum,  at  the  same  time  that 
he  held  an  office  of  2,0(X)/.  per  annum, 
and  bad  a  house  likewise  furnished  him  by 
the  state ;  all  these  things  respecting  the 
four  and  a  half  per  cent;  duties,  and  the 
particular  pensions  upon  them,  Mr.  Cree- 
▼cy  said  he  should  bring  forward  before 
the  session  closed.  On  the  subject  of 
patent  places,  he  could  not  see  why  those 
two  which  h^d  belonged  to  lords  Bute  and 
Sondes  should  have  been  abolished,  and 
those  which  were  held  by  the  marquis  of 
Buckingham,  locds  Grenville  and  Arden, 
were  suffered  to  continue. 

Mr.  Biddtdph  was  sorry  that  any  thing 
•hould  have*occurred  to  induce  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  house  to  suppose 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  carrying 
these  Resolutions  into  effecc  during  the 
present  session.  If  one  million  could  be 
gaved  on  the  whole  expenditure. of  the 
country  he  should  esteem  it  nothing ;  but 
if  100,000/.  could  be  saved  in  any  one 
department  of  the  expenditure,  that  he 
should  think  a  great  deal.  If  services  were 
to  be  rewarded,  he  thought  sinecures  the 
▼ery  worst  mode  of  rewarding  them.  He 
wished,  therefore  that  sinecures  should  be 
done  away,  and  that  public  services  should 
be  rewarded  in  a  manner  not  liable  to  be 
misunderstood.  He  hoped  the  house  would 
not  degenerate  into  listlessness  and  inatten- 
tion on  such  a  subject,  but  would  carry 
their  ideas  into  effect  during  the  present 
session  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Peter  3foarc.said  he  had  never  till 
lately  understood  that  sums  voted  by  par-' 
liament  were  for  any  other  than  public 
services.  All  others  he  conceived  misap- 
plications of  the  public  money.  Th.e 
P5,0(X)/.  under  Mr.  Burke's  act  he  es- 
teemed sacred,  but  all  beyond  that  sum 
he  conceived  to  be  illegal  ;  and,  in  the 
committee,  he  should  move  that  all  such 
excess  should  be  expunged  and  disallowed, 
as  an  imposition  on  the  public.  A  noble 
lord  had  said  it  would  be  no  relief  to  the 
people.  This  he  denied;  it  would  be 
Mexico  and  Peru  to  them.  He  thought 
tbtt  it  would  b«  much  better  that  every 


separate  care  of  public  service  should  come 
distinctly  before  the  consideration  of  the 
house,  as  he  was  convinced  that  money 
grants  would  then  be  rejected  with  the 
utmost  indignation  that  are  now  conferred 
without  any  notice  being  taken  of  them. 
As  to  the  fondness  that  now  prevailed  for 
pensions  and  sinecures,  he  could  not  avoid 
relating  an  anecdote  : — A  French  noble- 
man had  once  expressed  a  fear  to  him  that 
the  Red  Book  of  England  would  be  as 
ominous  as  the  livre  rouge  of  France.  Such 
was  the  strange  ambition  which  formerly 
prevailed  in  France,  that  many  noblemen 
would  consider  themsehves  more  highly 
honoured  in  having  a  pension  of  a  few 
thousand  livres  from  the  gift  of  the  king, 
than  Jn  as  many  thousand  louis  d'ors  from 
their  own  estates. ,  He  feared  that  in  Eng- 
land, too,  it  was  now  considered  honour- 
.able  to  have  pensions  and  sinecures  from 
the  public  money. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  carried 
unanimously,  th^tiie  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  taken  into  consideration 
thb  day  se'nnight. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 


Tuesday,  May  9. 

[King's  Message  kesj»ecting  Portu- 
gal.] Upon  the  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  taking  his  majesty's  Message  into 
consideration ; 

The  Earl  of  Lwerpool  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  moving  an  humble  Address,  ex- 
pressing the  thanks  of  th£(t  house  to  his 
m;yesty  for  the  (K>romunicationof  hismost 
gracious  Message.  There  was  no  neces- 
sity for  his  taking  up  much  of  their  lord- 
ships' time  in  shewing  the  propriety  of 
granting  a  loan  of  600,000/. ' to  his  royal 
highness  the  prince  Regent  of  Portugal. 
He  would  call  to  their  lordships'  recollec- 
tion, that  when  the  unfortunate  change  of 
affairs  obliged  the  prince  Regent  to  quit 
his  hereditary  dominions,  and  seek  an' 
asylum  on  the  continent  of  America,  hit 
msyesly's  government  thouglit  it  wiseand 
prudent  to  give  every  encouragement  to 
so  magnanimous  an  undertakmg.  Hia 
royal  highness  had  to'  convey  the  whole 
of  his  family,  and  a  great  part  of  those 
who  formed  the  court  of  Lisbon,  and  for 
this  purpose  it  was  .thought  expedient  to 

?:rantfrom  this  country  the  sum  of  80,0(X)/. 
t  had  been  certainly  granted  without  a 
direct  application  to  parliament,  because 
there  was  no  session  at  the  time,  and  had 
been  afterwards    <:oosidered  among  the 
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Army  Extraordinaries.  The  result  of  tUe 
Portugufese  court  emigrating  to  a  distant 
country,  oaturally  induced  many  others  to 
follow  them  to  their  new  residence  ;  and 
for  still  further  aiding  this  loyal  spirit  of 
the  Portuguese,  anotb^  sum  was  at  that 
lime  advanced  of  about  80,000/.  making 
in  the  whole  160,000/.  It  was  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  his  royal  highness  to 
repay  those  suras  which  had  b«eii  ex- 
pended in  his  behalf,  and  of  enabling  him 
to  meet  those  difficuUies  which  attended 
him  in  the  Brazils,  that  his  majesty  had 
been  induced  to  agree,  that  the  loan  should 
be  granted.  The  Prince  Regent  on  all 
occasions  had  most  signally^  manifested 
himself  the  faithful  ally  of  Great  Britain. 
He  would  not  detain  the  time  of  the  house 
by  any  further  observation,  but  should 
move,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  majesty,  thanking  him  for 
his  most  gracious  communication,  and  as- 
suring his  majesty  this  house  will  readily 
comply  with  the  request  his  majesty  had 
condescended  to  communicate  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  better  enabled  lo  perform 
any  stipulation  which  his  majesty  had 
thought  proper  to  make  with  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal." 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  he  did  not 
rise  with  the  intention  of  proposing  any 
objection  in  the  way  of  this  loan  being 
granted  to  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal. 
A  prince  who  on  all  occasions  had  shewn 
himself  a  true  friend  and  faithful  ally  to 
this  country,  was  deserving  of  every  as- 
fibtance,  when  dire  necessity  enforced  him 
to  quit  his  hereditary  dominions,  and  seek 
refuge  in  another  quarter  of  the  globe. 
Had  the  loan  been  greater  than  000,000/. 
no  opposition  would  have  proceeded  from 
him,  after  he  had  heard  tne  explanation 
given  by  the  noble  secretary.  But  on  this 
occaaon  he  was  induced  to  express  his 
opinion  as  an  individual,  of  those  loans 
which  rumour  informed  him  were  in  con- 
templation. He  had  not  authprity  for 
•a3nng,  but  there  was  little  doubt  further 
assistance  would  be  extended  to  the  efforts 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula  against 
the  unjust  aggression  of  the  French  em- 
peror. With  respect  to  the  Portuguese 
government  now  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica ;  he  trusted  their  dynasty  would 
never  again  return  to  the  Tagus,  and  that 
the  governments  of  the  peninsula  would 
never  regain  their  American  dominions, 
because  the  government  of  Portugal,  in  its 
present  situation,  might  become  indepen- 
ilent  «f  the  oyer-ruling  power  of  Europe, 

Vol.  XIV. 


and  wonld  produce  solid  advantage'  to 
ourselves,  by  increasing  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  Great  Britain.  If  the  power 
of  France  should  succeed  in  her  present 
schemes  of  aggrandisement,  the  destruc* 
tion  of  Austria,  and  the  subjugation  of 
the  peninsula,  still  it  wouid  be  in  our 
power  to  carry  on  the  war  with  her, 
till  a  satisfactory  peace  could  be  ob- 
tained. It  would  be  highly  requisite  to 
guard  our  possessions  in  the  East.  That 
expeditions  were  about  to  be  sent  out  was 
certain,  and  it  was  not  ^regular  for  him  tq 
put  any  question  to  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters, as  to  their  destination  ;  but  it*  it  were 
in  contemplation  to  give  further  assistance 
to  the  Spaniards,  and  the  Portuguese,  ho 
could  not,  although  the  noble  secretary 
might  rank  him  with  one  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary men  in  the  kingdom,  approve 
of  such  a  disposal  of  our  blood  and  trea- 
sure. No  man  more  than  himself  lamented 
the  fate,  of  the  penin<yula ;  no  man  more 
admired  the  courage  and  exertion  of  every 
Spaniard  who  tried  to  regain  the  indepen« 
dence  of  his  king  and  his  country.  But  it 
would  be  recollected  the  king,  for  whom 
they  fought,  was  now  in  the  custody  of 
the  French  emperor;  and  their  own 
power  was  weak,  while  that  of  their  enemy 
was  mighty  and  formidable.  The  assis- 
tance which  could  be  granted  by  this 
country  was  so  inconsiderable  in  the  scale, 
that  it  could  produce  no  ultimate  good  to 
the  cause  of  those  we  assisted ;  and  h« 
was  apprehensive,  in  sending  out  generals 
and  ai^nies  to  that  part  of  Europe,  they 
would  be  in  danser  of  sharing  the  fate  of 
those  who  preceded  them.  Ihe  cause  of 
Spain  and  of  Portugal  was  that  of  an  in- 
jured people,  but  it  was  that  of  a  people 
comparatively  weak  fighting  against  a 
power  of  the  greatest  strength ;  and,  how« 
ever  we  might  lament  the  contest  on  their 
side  must  eventually  be  unsuccessful,  we 
ought  not,  in  these  times,  to  send  out  our 
men  and  money  in  the  cause  of  other  na* 
tions,  where  all  our  efforts  must  be  in 
vain.  We  ought  rather  to  guard  ourselvet 
against  the  overbearing  power  of  the  con- 
tinent. No  doubt  could  exist  of  a  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  ruler  of  France  to 
destroy  this  country,  and  after  he  had  ac- 
complished his  designs  on  the  continent, 
and  could  then  find  means,  with  thousaAde 
of  his  army,  to  invade  our  shores,  and 
should  be  successful,  he  would  not  deal 
with  this  country  as  he  had  done  with 
others,  he  would  lay  waste  every  thing 
before  him,  and  scarcely  leave  one  ston^ 
2F 
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upon  another  ;  because  he  would  be  well 
aware  he  could  not  long  keep  this  country 
under  his  subjection.  The  noble  duke 
concluded  by  observing,  that,  as  an  indi- 
vidual, he  had  ^aken  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  sentiments  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  our  giving  assistance  to  the  cause 
of  Spain  and  Portugal. 

The  Earl  of  Buckingkamshire  had  no  in- 
tention of  opposing  the  pi  op9sed  Address, 
but  he  thought  that  on  the  late  occasions 
when  questions  of  such  considerable  im- 
portance had  been  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  there  was  no't 
sufficient  elucidation  given,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure.  He  did  not  con- 
cur with  those  sentiments  expressed  by 
the  noble  duke,  and  which  breathed  so 
Ibuch  despondency  as  to  the  cause  of 
Spain  and  Portugal ;  he  trusted  he  could 
perceive  grounds  for  entertaining  better 
.  hopes.  The  noble  Secretary  had  men? 
tioned  the  former  grant  of  80,000/.  and  he 
should  wish  to  enquire  if  that  sum  had 
been  granted  by  lord  Strangford  ?  He 
also  wished  to  be  informed  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  convention  mentioned  in  his 
majesty's  Message. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  Portuguese  emigration  an  ad- 
'  Vance  of  money  had  been  made  by  lord 
Strangford,  and  the  convention  alluded  to 
vvras  one  which  had  been  agreed  upon  in 
this  country,  between  his  majesty's  Secre- 
tary and  the  ambassador  of  his  royal  high- 
ness. 

-   The  Address  was  then  agreed  to  unani- 
mously. 

[MibiTiA  Completion  Bill.]  Upon 
the  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  observed,  there 
would  not  be  great  occasion  for  his  enter- 
ing into  a  detail  of  the  principle  and  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  upon  the  table.  The 
principle  was  the  same  with  that  of  other 
acts  of  parliament  which  had  passed  for 
augmenting  the  militia.  On  account  of 
the  late  volunteering  of  the  militia  into  a 
more  regular  and  disposable  force,  the 
regiments  had  been  considerably  diminish- 
ed in  their  numbers,  and  it  became  neces- 
sary that  those  vacancies  should  be  speedily 
supplied.  In  the  regular  course,  this  defi- 
ciency would  have  been  supplied  by  ballot 
in  the  different  cminties ;  but  as  that  mode 
in  the  present  tinves  might  be  considered 
rather  hard  upon  that  class,  on  whom  the 
ballot  would  immediately  fall,  it  had  been 
thought  advisable,  by  the  present  bill,  to 


enable  each>  regiment  of  militia  to  supply 
their  deficiencies  by  enlistment  for  a 
limited  time ;  and  after  that  period,  if  it 
should  turn  out  that  this  mode  had  not  been 
successful,x  it  would  then  be  necessary  to 
recur  to  the  old  and  regular  method  of 
ballot.  This  provision  would  be  attended 
With  considerable  advantage  to  those  who 
would  have  been  liable  under  the  former 
militia  acts^  and  would  cast  the  burthen 
and  expence  more  equally  upon  the  pub- 
lic. The  noble  earl,  after  shortly  explain- 
ing the  nature  of  the  bill,  expressed  him- 
self as  having  no  apprehension  of  its  meet- 
ing with  any  objection  from  their  lord- 
ships. 

Earl  FiisiL-iUiam  said,  he  so  far  approved 
of  the  bill,  as  containing  a  provision,  that 
in  completing  the  deficiencies  of  the  militia 
establishment,  the  burthen  and  expence 
were  to  be  removed  from  the  counties,  and 
laid  upon  the  public.  But  he  expressed 
considerable  regret,  that  the  principle  of 
the  militia  had  in  modern  times  been  so 
much  departed  from,  and  that  the  militia 
regiments  should  have  been  made  a  re- 
cruiting, or  perhaps,  if  he  might  use  the 
expression,  a  crimping  fund  for  the  supply 
of  the  regular  army.  He  did  not  particu- 
larly direct  his  observations  to  the  bill  be- 
fore them,  but  it  was  with  regret  he  saw 
the  militia  more  and  more  altered  from 
those  principles  upon  which  that  force  was 
first  established. 

Lord  Harroivby  defended  the  measures 
which  had  been  resorted  to  in  regard  to  . 
the  militia  establishment  of  the  country. 
He  was  induced  to  express  his  sentiments 
upon  the  present  occasion,  because  he 
conceived  himself  in  justice  bound  to  do 
so  in  opposition  to  the  arguments  urged 
from  such  a  respectable  authority  as  that 
of  the  noble  earl  who  spoke.  He  consi* 
dered  the  expression  used  by  that  noble 
earl  as  too  severe  and  degrading ;  for 
whatever  might  be  justly  felt  by  those  who 
took  a  pride  in  the  discipline  of  their  own 
regiments,  they  could  have  but  one  ulti- 
mate desire,  that  of  forming  them  to  be  the 
most  useful  for  their  country.  If,  there- 
fore, they  rendered  them  fit  for  immediate 
service,  and  for  entering  a  more  regular 
and  disposable  force,  their  exertions  ought 
to  be  more  satisfactory  to  themselves,  when 
these  men  volunteered  into  the  regular 
army.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  several 
years  been  a  captain  in  the  militia;  and 
although  not  so  high,  or^  perhaps  so  inte- 
rested in  the  service,  as  the  noble  lord 
opposite^  he  always  felt  a  considerable  pai*» 
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tiality  for  that  kind  offeree;  yet  he  must 
say,  the  measures  which  had  been  resorted 
to  for  the  supply  of  the  regular  army,  did 
not  incur  his  disapprobation  without  alter- 
ing his  former  opinions  on  the  subject. 
His  lordship  then  took  a  Tiew  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  old  militia  acts,  and  shewed 
there  was  no  alteration  adopted  in  the  pre- 
sent insunce,  which  did  nojt  accord  with 
the  principle  of  past  alterations. 

The  Marquis  of  Douglas  concurred  in 
what  had  been  stated  by  the  noble  earl 
(Fitzwilliam,)  nor  did  he  think  the  expres- 
sion alluded  to  at  all  too  severe.  It  cor- 
rectly described  the  nrode  resorted  to  of 
recruiting  the  regular  army  out. of  the 
militia  establishment  of  the  country. 
Whatever  consideration  might  be  paid  to 
the  other  species  of  force,  so  much  su[>- 
ported  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  militia,  he 
could  wish  the  hou^  to  recollect,  that  per- 
haps the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  we  • 
should  stand  most  in  need  of  an  internal 
force  adequate  to  resist  the  attack  of  an  in- 
vading enemy.  The  disposable  force  of 
the  country,  so  much  attended  to,  might 
be  employed  in  expeditions,  when  the 
country  would  at  length,  and  that  proba- 
bly very  soon,  feel  the  great  want  of  an 
elective  and  internal  force  for  its  own 
preservation. — Looking  at  the  late  achieve- 
ments of  our  army  abroad,  he  would  have 
been  as  ready  as  any  man  to  have  praised 
the  valour  and  courage  displayed  ;  but 
when  he  recollected  the  Convention,  he 
felt  too  much  as  a  Briton  not  to  lament  the 
purposes  for  which  that  army  had  been 
employed. 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  contended 
there  was  nothing  objectionable  in  the  pro- 
visions of  modern  times  respecting  the 
militia.  If  the  old  principle  had  been  at- 
tended to,  and  the  men  had  only  served 
for  three,  four,  or  seven  years,  aM  at  that 
period  they  had  returned  from  the  service, 
the  noble  lords  would  have  found  them- 
selves without  those  men  who  had  been  so 
carefully  taught  their  discipline.  He 
trusted,  out  of  that  house  they  were  more 
disposed  to  give  assistance  to  the  bill  being 
carried  into  execution,  and  that  their  regi- 
ments would  l>e  the  most  forward  ;  but  if 
their  language  in  that  bouse  were  to  be 
attended  to,  no  such  consequences  could 
be  expected.  That  army  which  had  dis- 
played its  superiority  on  the  Tagus,  and 
which,  afterwards,  amidst  the  greatest  dif- 
ficulties, embarked  with  honour  and  glory^ 
was  composed  of  men  chiefly  taken  from 
regiments  of  militia,  and  he  was  induced 


to  approve  of  such  a  system  as  strengthened 
the  most  useful  force  of  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  Hatdwkke  declined  enter- 
ing into  those  topics,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
had  been  irrelevantly  introduced  into  th« 
discussion  on  the  merits  of  the  present 
bill.  But  he  would  call  Che  attention  of 
the  noble  secretary  to  the  preamble  of  the 
bill,  where  it  was  said  the  men  should  be 
raised  by  the  beat  of  the  drum.  He  con- 
ceived this  a  deviation  from  the  principle 
of  the  militia,  and  from  the  principle  of 
all  former  bills.  He  hoped  he  should  be 
excused  for  troubling  the  house  with  any 
observation,  as  he  had  not  been  present  at 
the  commencement  of  this  discussion. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  if  the  noble 
earl  had  been  present,  he  would  have  heard 
his  explanation  of  that  part  of  the  bill. 
His  lordship  here  stated  the  purport  of 
what  he  had  before  expressed  on  the  rea- 
son of  providing  that  the  men  might  be 
raised  by  way  of  enlistment  for  a  limited 
time.  In  reply  to  the  arguments  of  other 
noble  lords,  he  argued,  that,  without  any 
interference,  after  a  man  had  learned  his 
duty  as  a  soldier,  he  would  naturally  be 
disposed  to  continue  his  services  by  going 
into  a  superior  force. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslj/n  considered  there 
was  one  objection  to  the  present  bill,  which 
had  not  been  mentioned  in  the  course  of 
the  debate.  It  pretended  to  raise  the  men 
for  the  completion  of  the  militia,  hy  taking 
the  burthen  off  from  the  counties,  and  lay- 
ing it  upon  the  public ;  this  was  a  false 
pretence,  for  it  would  do  no  such  thing. 
The  bill  provided  the  men  might  be  raised 
by  enlistment,  at  a  bounty  of  twelve 
guineas,  any  time  before  June,  1810;  and 
if  the  quotashould  not  be  raised  before  that 
period,  it  is  then  provided  the  ancient 
method  of  ballot  should  be  resorted  to ;  so 
that  all  deficiencies  should  be  supplied  be- 
fore the  October  following.  Of  course  it 
was  well  known  there  was  20/.  fine  on  the 
manballotted,and  10/.  more  was  permitted 
by  way  of  bounty  ;  and  if  it  should  happen 
the  substitute  was  not  procured  before  Oc- 
tober, there  was  an  additional  fine  of  40/. 
on  the  county,  so  that  it  must  be  evident 
the  bounty  after  June  would  be  from  30/. 
to  70/.  a  man ;  whereas  before  June  it 
could  be  no  more  than  twelve  guineas. 
The  consequence,  from  the  nature  of  hu- 
man reasoning,  must  be,  every  man  would 
decline  accepting  the  bounty  for  enlist- 
ment, knowing  it  would  be  much  better 
for  his  interest  to  wait  till  this  period 
shoald  elapse.    It  was  on  this  ground  h« 
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fe!t  particularly  hostile  to  the  bill,  be- 
cause it  pretended  to  do  that  which  his 
majesty's  ininisters  must  be  convinced  of 
themselves  it  could  never  effect. 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  observed,  that  the 
most  favourable  point  of  view  in  which  he 
saw  the  present  measure,  was  from  what 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  earl  who  had 
just  sat  down,  that  it  was  not  likely  to  ef- 
fect what  it  pretended  to  do,  the  comple- 
tion of  the  militia  establishment.  The 
present  establishment  was,  in  his  mind,  so 
radically  wrong,  that  he  had  no  d^-sire  to 
witness  its  completion. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  May  9. 
[CoyoucT  OF  Affairs  in  Spain.]  Earl 
Teniple,  in  rising  to  submit  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  observed,  that, 
now  thp  cabinet  mioistcrs  had  laid  all  the 
documents  upon  the  table,  on  which  they 
wished  the  house  to  decide  upon  their 
conduct,  in  the  management  of  the  most 
important  trust  that  had  ever  been  con- 
fided to  any  ministers,  in  direction  of  the 
most  powerful  resources  which  had  at  any 
period  of  our  history  been  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  government,  for  the  pur- 
pose^ of  assisting  to  promote  the  greatest 
object  that  had  ever,  in  modern  times, 
been  presented  for  accomplishment,  he 
conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  upon 
parliament  for  a  distinct  opinion  upon  the 
case :  and  though  he  should  be  short  in 
what  he  had  to  say,  ve.t  he  felt  that  he 
should  stand  in  need  of  the  whole  indul- 
gence of  the  house.  Whilst  they  had  to 
lament  that  the  cffi)rts  of  the  couiTtry  had 
failed  in  the  crurse  of  the  campaign,  they 
had,  in  the  documents  before  the  house, 
ettousjh  to  satisfy  them,  that  such  failure 
was  nut  attribut.ib  e  Jo  those,  to  whom  the 
immediate  conduct  of  its  operations  had 
been  C(^fided.  Upon  these,  that  house 
had  already  conferred  the  highest  honour 
which  it  was  possible  fpr  a  grateful  conn- 
try  to  bestow.  To  those,  too,  who  fell  in 
the  contest,  they  had  raised  the  proudest 
monument,  the  most  la^^ting  and  enviable 
memorial,  that  a  just  sense  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished merit  could  dictate,  or  the  most 
emment  services  deserve.  On  the  con- 
duct of  such  persons,  therefore,  the  house 
was  hot  in  this  instance,  to  pronounce 
judgment.  They  vvere  to  decide  upon 
those  persons  only  whose  incapacity  and 
misconduct  were  the    cause  why    evqn 


British  valour  had  failed  of  success ;  why 
the  energies  of  freedom,  and  the  spirit  of 
freemen,  had  been  ineffectual  in  the  ardu- 
ous contest  in  which  the  country  had  en- 
gaged— by  whose  misconduct,  the  last 
brilliant  spark  that  lingered  of  the  spirit 
of  Europe,  had  been  stifled  and  extin- 
guished. It  was  not  to  the  arpiy,  then, 
that  they  were  to  look  for  the  cause  of  the 
failure,  nor  to  the  commander  in  chief  of 
that  army  ;  for  upon  him  they  had  be- 
stowed the  proudest  monument  of  his 
conduct  whilst  living,  and  most  exalted 
tribute  to  his  memory  when  dead.  And 
justly  had  they  done  so.  Had  they  neg- 
lected thus  to'  record  the  memory  of  his 
splendid  service^  they  would  have  left  to 
the  enemy  the  grateful  office  of  rearing  a 
monument  to  his  illustrious  fame,  on  that 
field  in  which  be  gloriously  fell  in  battle 
at  the  moment  of  victory,  whilst  combat- 
hig  under  disadvantages  against  a  supe- 
rior force.  But  it  was  not  to  the  cold 
marble  ;  to  the  still  honours  of  the  tomb  ; 
to  the  lifeless  monument  which  may  have 
been  elected,  or  to  the  distinguished  in- 
scription it  may  bear,  tjiat  they  were  to 
lodk  for  the  character  of  sir  John  Moore. 
Hi^  monument  was  the  ground  upon  which 
he  fell.  That  it  was  which  bore  the 
brightest  testimony  to  bis  immortal  fame. 
But  he  had  a  still  more  enviable  liring 
monument  in  the  breasts  of  those  brave 
troops,  among  whom  as  he  had  ever  fondly 
lived,  so  he  had  bravely  terminated  his 
glorious  career.  It  was  not  to  his  actions, 
then,  that  they  were  to  look  for  the  cause 
of  those  disasters  which  had  unfortunately 
attended  the  progress  of  the  campaign  ; 
over  his  actions  the  tomb  had  closed,  and 
who  should  venture,  with  unhallowed 
hands,  to  tear  open  the  sanctuary  of  the 
tomb  ?  Who  should  dare  to  rake  up  the 
ashes  of  the  illustrious  dead,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  patching  up  a  lame  and  impotent 
justification  for  the  errors,  incapacity,  and 
misconduct  of  the  guilty  living  ?  If  any 
attempt  of  that  description  should  be 
made,  he  trusted,  that  the  house,  in  justice 
to  the  memory  of  that  illustrious  officer, 
and  the  generous  feelings  of  his  grateful 
countrymen,  would  treat  it  with  merited 
reprobation.  But  when  acquitting  the 
general  and  his  brare  army  of  any  share 
of  blame  for  the  unfortunate  issue  of  the 
camfiaign,  the  house  must  bear  in  mind« 
that  there  were  two  other  parties  to  the 
transactions  :  his  majesty's  ministers,  who 
had  directed  the  operations  of  the  cam* 
paigD,  and  the  allies  at  whose  solicitation 
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it  had  been  entered  upon :  those  alUes, 
with  whom  his  majesty's  ministers,  when 
they  knew  all  the  extent  of  the  calamities 
in  Spain,  but  the  fatal  consequences  of 
the  affair  at  Corunna,  had  concluded  a 
treaty  of  alliance,  without  stipulating  any 
one  cdndition  of  reciprocity  in  favour  of 
this  Country ; — ^a  treaty  by  which  we 
had  bound  ourselves  to  wage  war  for  them> 
and  to  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of 
any  man  they  might  elerate  to  the  throne, 
even  should  the  supreme  power  be  vesied 
in  the  hands  of  him  against  whom  we 
were  now  fighting  ; — a  treaty  unexampled 
in  the  annals  of  European  diplomacy. 
But  they  were  not  then  to  discuss  the  me- 
rits of  that  treaty,  nor  whether  it  was  not 
right  that  this  country  should  have  afford- 
ed all  the  assistance  which  her  means 
enabled  her  in  the  support  of  the  Spanish 
cause.  If  these  allies  were  incapable 
by  their  own  councils  to  guard  their  own 
interests,  his  majesty's  ministers  should 
irot  hav€  submitted  to  them  the  direction 
of  ours^  nor  concluded  such  an  alliance 
trader  such  circumstances  :  it  was  not  to 
these  allies,  then,  that  the  house  was  to 
look  as  the  source  of  the  disasters  which 
had  befallen  us.  There  was  indeed,  one 
excuse  which  might  be  urged  in  defence 
of  his  majesty^s  mimsters;  that  the  disas- 
ters which  took  place  had  been  the  result 
of  events  which  it  was  not  within  the  com- 
pass of  human  power  to  resist,  which  no 
foresight  could  anticipate;  no  possible 
combmation  guard  against.  But,  if  he 
could  demonstrate  that  thev-had  been  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  their  incapacity 
and  mismanagement ;  if  he  could  prove 
that  these  disasters  had  arisen  fi-om  any 
other  cause,  and  this  he  pledged  himself  to 
dt>  from  the  documents  they  had  them- 
selves produced,  then  their  excuse  wouJd 
fall  to  the  ground.  If  blame  attached  any 
where,  it  was  either  to  them,  or  to  our 
allies;  and  ministers  were  so  circum- 
stanced, that  they  could  not  undertake  to 
jtisiify  themselves,  unless  by  an  attack 
upon  these  allies,  or  their  own  friends.  If 
so,  he  should  leave  it  to  the  country  and 
to  the  world  to  decide  what  credit  ought 
to  be  given  to  those  who,  after  hating  so 
conducted,  should  so  defend  them*«?elves. 
After  the  hurricane,  that  h  id  laid  Europe 
prostrate,  had  nearly  completed  and  con- 
firmed the  destruction  of  the  nation«»of  the 
continent ;  when  the  clouds  that  accom- 
panied it  were  even  bearing  towards  our 
own  shores,  the  Spanish  revolution  pre- 
mnted  a  bright  and  unexpected  gleatii  of 


hope  and  restoration^  not  like  the  meteor 
which  shibes  with  temporary  splendour,  bat 
like  the  clear  and  steady  ray  that  is  the  har- 
binger of  an  opening  auspicious  dawn ;  nol 
like  the  volcano  which  spreads  terror,  ruin,  * 
and  desolation  around,  but  like  that  hea- 
venly fire  which  cheers  the  gloom  of  des- 
pair, and  lights  the  way  over  the  wilder- 
ness. Then  a  new  day-star  seemed  to 
have  arisen,  the  auspicious  omen  of  de* 
liverance  to  Europe  ; — and  but  one  wish 
pervaded  the  country — to  promote  the' ge- 
nerous cause ;  but  one  regret  was  felt- 
that  we  could  not  all  participate  in  the 
glorious  struggle.  When  under  such  cir- 
cumstances his  majesty's  ministers  under- 
took to  assist  Spain^  if  there  had  been  any 
man  in  the  country  base  enough  to  regret 
that  the  task  had  not  been  left  to  their  po. 
litical  opponents,  or  to  wish,  from  such  a 
feeling,  that  the  sanguine  prospects  then 
contemplated  should  terminate  in  disap- 
pointment,  his  revenge  was  complete. 
The  first  act  of  this  unfortunate  eanipaign 
consisted  in  the  expedition  to  Portugal-^ 
that  specimen  of  the  noble  lord's  power  of 
combination,  in  which  general  had  been 
sent  after  general,  in  such  uivaecounfable 
but  rapid  succession,  when  neither  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  plans  or  instructions  of 
the  other,  and  when  the  manner  in  which 
the  whole  had  been  concerted  and  exe- 
cuted had  nrade  us  a  mockery  even  to  the 
enemy  whom  we  had  beaten.  This  was 
the  first  effort  of  his  Majesty's  ministers ; 
the  second  was  the  direction  of  the  British 
army  towards  Spain.  And  here  he  mitst 
observe,  that  those  who  could  not  justify, 
but  wished  to  excuse  the  Convention  of 
Cintra,  loiinded  their  excuse  upon  the  ne- 
cessity  of  expdeiting  the  march  of  thtf 
British  army  to  Spain.  Eren  sir  A.  Wel- 
lesley  had  asserted  that  if  the  army  had 
been  detained  by  the  prosecution  of  mili- 
tary operations  against  the  enemy  in  Por- 
tugal, it  could  not  be  ready  to  march  into 
Spain  before  December.  Yet  it  was  some- 
what cuiions  to  find,  that,  notwithstanding 
that  very  Convention,  which  was  thus  jus- 
tified on  the  ground  of  expediting  the 
march  of  the  British  army  into  Spain,  it 
vras  not  till  that  very  Dt^c  mber  th?it  the 
British  army  was  able  to  act,  itt  Spain. 
Thus  it  appeared,  that  what  was  appre- 
hended as  the  consequence  of  protracted 
warfare  in  Portugal,  had  actually  resulted 
from  the  inactivity^  the  want  of  alt 
energy,  and  the  gross  want  of  foresight, 
on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  ministers. 
By  thii  they  had  shewn,  that  they  were 
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as  little  capable  of  gathering  the  bright 
harvest  of  laurels  arising  from  conquest,  as 
they  were  of  gleaning  benefit  by  experi- 
ence from  the  barren  field  of  disaster. 
The  only  proof  they  had  given  of  their 
vigour,  WHS  the  conveyance  of  22,000 
French  troops  from  Portugal,  to  a  port  of 
France  much  nearer  for  their  co-operation 
with  the  French  army  in  Spain.  If  Spain 
was  to  have  been  the  ultimate  object  of 
the  expedition,  Portugal  was  not  the  point 
to  which  it  should  first  have  been  di- 
rected ;  because  Junot,  who  had  no  means 
of  sending  troops  to  suppress  an  insurrec- 
tion at  Badajoz,  as  appeared  by  the  iiiter- 
cepted  dispatches,  could  not  march  to  the 
assistance  of  the  French  in  Spain ;  and  if 
our  expedition  had  been  sent  directly  to 
Spain,  we  might  afterwards  have  accom- 
plished our  object  in  Portugal,  without  the 
blood  it  had  cost  in  the  actual  accomplish- 
ment. The  British  army  mi^hthave  been 
more  beneficially  employed,  conjointly 
with  our  maritime  force,  on  tlie  flanks  of 
Spain,  in  Catalonia  and  in  Biscay,  where 
it  might  have  occupied  Barcelona  and  St. 
Sebastian,  in  which  case  it  might  have  pre- 
vented the  escape  of  Joseph  Buonaparte 
from  Spain;  or  the  British  troops  should 
have  been  sent  to  the  south  of  Spain,  where 
they  might  have  taken  post  with  the 
Sierra' Morena  in  their  front,  the  Guadal- 
Quiver  on  one  flank,  and  the  arsenal  and 
iortress  of  Cadiz  in  th(Tir  rear,  besides  our 
own  impregnable  position  at  Gibraltar. 
It  stppeared  that  ministers  had  sent  the 
army  to  the  south  when  they  ought  to  have 
sent  it  to  the  north,  and  to  the  north  when 
they  should  have  sent  it  to  the  south.  His 
object,  therefore,  was  to  prove,  as  he 
should  do  satisfactorily  from  the  papers  on 
the  table,  that  they  had  shewn  themselves 
unable  to  execute  even  their  own  projects. 
They  seemed  to  have  been  altogether  in- 
attentive to  the  situation  of  afHiirs  in  Spain, 
until  the  occasion  had  gone  by  for  promot- 
ing her  cause  with  any  prospect  of  suc- 
cess. So  early  as  May,  applications  for 
^^fstance  had  been  made  by  some  of  the 
provinces;  Dupont  had  surrendered  in 
July,  and  about  the  1st  of  August  Joseph 
3uonaparte  had  been  obliged  to  withdraw 
from  Madrid.  On  the  4tb  September, 
too,  the  emperor  Napoleon,  not  disguising 
his  views,  had  declared,  in  his  message  to 
\(\i  senate,  his  intention  to  conquer  Spain, 
and  thanked  his  God,  his  fortune,  and  his 
star,  that  the  madne83  of  the  British  cabi- 
net had  sent  an  army  to  encounter  him  in 
ttiat  country^     T^ie  Freacb   ruler  then 


poured  in  his  troops,  in  one  continual  unin«- 
terrupted  stream,  from  the  Rhine  and  the 
Vistula,  into  Spain.  It  was  not,  however, 
till  September,  that  his  majesty's  ministers 
first  communicated  their  intention  to  sir 
Hew  Dairy mple  to  march  a  British  force 
into  Spain.  If  they  had  been  deceived  by 
diminished  statements  of  the  French 
force,  and  exaggerated  accounts  of  the 
Spanish  armies  received  from  Spain,  they 
might  have  had  some  excuse  for  their  con- 
duct at  that  period ;  but  the  contrary  was 
the  fact,  as  appeared  from  the  first  dis- 
patches from  lord  William  Bentinck,  of 
which  ministers  were  in  possession  before 
they  ordered  any  troops  to  proceed  to 
Spain.  They  ha!l  equally  correct  infor- 
mation in  the  dispatch  of  general  Brode- 
rick.  There  were  only  two  men,  Morla, 
who  had  sold  the  Spanish  cause,  and  Buo- 
naparte, who  resolved  on  the  conquest  of 
Spain,  who  could  wish  an  English  army 
at  that  precise  period  to  advance  into  Spain 
under  the  actual  circumstances;  that  Mor- 
la, whose  intrigues  for  the  surrender  of 
Cadiz,  and  the  fleet  and  arsenal,  to  the 
French,  were  now  well  known,  and  who 
had  shewn  an  invincible  jealousy  against . 
the  presence  in  the  south  of  Spain  of  a 
British  force  which  might  watch,  and  be 
a  check  upon,  his  traiterous  motions.—- 
Lord  William  Bentinck,  in  his  first  dis- 
patch, stated  that  the  Spanish  armies  were 
disorganized  ;  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment had  not  taken  the  first  and  most  ne- 
cessary step  of  placing  them  under  the 
command  of  one  general,  and  that  they 
were  all  separated,  and  the  several  corps 
inferior  to  the  divisions  opposed  to  them 
by  the  l^'reuch.  Such  was  the  account 
which  lord  W.  Bentinck  gave,  and  it  was 
confirmed  by  that  of  general  Broderick. 
There  was,  therefbre,  no  one  account  in 
which  ministers  could  plead  even  the  mise- 
rable and  lame  excuse  of  having  been  de- 
ceived by  those  whom  they  employed. 
But  notwithstanding  the  warning  which 
had  been  given  by  Buonaparte  of  his  in- 
tentions  respecting  Spain  in  the  early  part 
of  September,  and  though  the  British  army 
had  been  completely  released  in  Portugal, 
it  was  not  till  the  26th  of  September,  that 
lord  Castlereagh  wrote  to  sir  Hew  Dalrym- 
ple  to  prepare  the  army  to  advance  mto 
Spain,  or  to  sir  John  Moore  to  place  him- 
self at  its  head.  On  the  28th,  orders  were 
sent  to  sir  David  Baird  to  proceed  from  an 
English  port  te  Corunna.  Yet  it  was  not 
till  the  14th  of  October  (the  day  after  he 
arrived  there)  that  lord  W.  Bentinck,  ai 
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Madrid,  was  made  acquainted  by  a  courier 
from  sir  John  Moore>  Avith  thtt  circum* 
stance  of  its  being  the  intention  of  govern- 
ment to  send  sir  David  Baird  to  Corunna. 
General  Leith,  it  appeared,  received  orders 
abotit  the  same  time  to  prepare  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  British  forc«  atConinna,  but 
to  make  his  preparations  as  secretly  as  pos- 
sible. What  could  have  been  tbe  meaning 
oVsuch  an  injunction  ?  Was  the  noble  Se- 
cretary afraid  of  rousing  the  Spaniards  or 
gratifying  their  feelings  by  rendering  no- 
torious the  arrival  of  a  large  auxiliary 
force.  He  wished  perhaps  to 
"  Do  good  by  stealth,  and  blushM  to  find  it 
fame." 
It  did  not  please  the  noble  Secretary  pre- 
viously to  apprize  the  Spanish  people  of 
the  blessings  he  intended  for  them,  but 
suddenly  to  surprize  them  with  his  kind- 
ness. His  kindness,  however,  was  very 
incomplete.  For,  lest  the  combination  of 
errors,  incapacity,  and  mis-management, 
should  not  be  carried  to  its  fullest  extent ; 
cavalry,  that  arm  upon  which  the  result 
of  the  whole  campaign  was  to  depend  ; 
cavalry,  which  every  commanding  officer 
they  had  employed,  and  every  Spanish 
officer  that  applied  to  them,  had  called  for; 
cavalry,  which  lord  William  Bentinck, 
general  Broderick,  the  Spanish  Deputies, 
sir  J.  Moore,  and  that  other  great  military 
authority  Mr.  Frere,  thought  most  essen- 
tial ;  cavalry  was  the  very  last  thing  that 
ministers  thought  proper  to  turn  their  at- 
tention to.  Although  they  foulid  sir  John 
Moore  saying,  that  with  7,000  or  8,000 
cavalry,  he  could ^ave  done  much  in  th^ 
country  effectually  to  withstand  the  enemy ; 
yet  the  noble  lord  opposite  writes  to  him, 
that  it  would  be  time  enough  to  send  ca- 
valry when  he  had  sent  the  transports  back 
from  the  Tagus  to  Great  Britain,  and  that, 
too,  at  that  time  of  th^  year  when  such  a 
voyage  was  likely  to  be  protracted  by  an 
in9onvenieut  season.  One  would  have 
thought  that  ministers  would  have  been 
most  anxious  to  shew  an  activity  in  the 
conveyance  of  cavalry  beyond  all  other 
species  of  force;  because  it  must  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  house,  that  when  the 
nobl^  lord  came  into  office,  he  made  a 
charge  against  former  ministers,  for  not 
having  prepared  cavalry  transports.  But 
the  noble  lord,  who  was  so  shixious  to  bur- 
then the  country  for  the  multiplication  of 
cavalry  transports,  when  unnecessary, 
could  find  none,  when  the  public  service 
called  for  them.  No  doubt  the  noble  Se- 
f  rttary  could  »ay  a  great  deal  upon'  this 


subject,  as  to  the  expence,  amount  of  ton- 
nage, &c.  and  had  his  pockets  stufied  with 
calculations  of  that  description.  But  the 
arrangements  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
had  been  of  a  piece  and  perfectly  consist- 
ent throughout.  About  the  same  time  sir 
David  Baird  was  directed  to  send  his  trans- 
ports to  the  Tagus  to  convey  the  infantry 
which  they  supposed  sir  John  Moore  might, 
wish  to  dispatch  from  Lisbon  to  Corunna  } 
thus  so  curiously  did  they  dovetail  their 
combinations,  that  transports  were  to  be 
sent  in  October  from  Corunna  to  the  Ta- 
gus for  infantry,  while  transports  were  to 
come  from  the  Tagus  to  England  for  ca- 
valry, before  we  could  have  an  effective 
army  in  Spain  ;  in  that  country,  which  so 
early  as  May  we  had  been  earnestly  soli- 
cited to  assist.  When  the  determhiatioii 
to  send  a  British  force  to  Corunna  had  been 
formed,  one  would  have  thought  that  mi* 
nisters  would  have  paved  the  way  for  its 
landing  at  that  port.  But  no  such  thing  : 
no  communication  had  been  previously 
made  to  our  commissioners ;  no  arrange* 
ment  entered  into  with  the  Junta  of  go- 
vernment ;  and  sir  David  Baird  at  his  ar- 
rival at  Corunna  not  only  found  himself 
without  money  to  pay  his  army;  but  was 
actually  refused  permission  to  land  b^  the 
Junta  of  Gallicia.  W^hen  at  length  the 
army  was  peitnitted  to  land,  the  last  divi- 
sion did  not  enter  Corunna  till  the  8th  of 
November,  only  two  days  before  two  of  the 
Spanish  armies  had  been  annihilated,  and 
twenty-four  before  Buonaparte  entered 
Madrid.  No  information  had  been  previ- 
ously sent  even  to  lord  William  Bentinck, 
as  to  the  destination  of  the  army  of  gene- 
ral Baird,  and  upon  this  point  he  had  re- 
monstrated. But,  to  shew  that  the  noble 
lord  had  not  a  patent  for  want  of  informa- 
tion and  want  of  foresight,  Mr.  Secretary 
Cooke,  who  replied  to  this  remonstrance, 
stated,  that  government  had  had  no  reason 
to  believe,  from  captain  Kennedy's  letters, 
that  there  would  have  been  any  difficulty 
as  to  the  landing  of  the  army  ;  and  yet, 
strange  to  state,; on  the  very  day  this  an- 
swer was  dated,  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke  had 
received  a  letter  from  captain  Kennedy, 
stating  the  difficulty  that  the  Junta  would 
place  in  the  way  of  the  landing  of  the  ar- 
my. How  dififerent  was  the  conduct  of 
the  enemy  !  Buonaparte  always  flew  to 
his  object  upon  the  wings  of  the  eagle ; 
whilst  the  noble  lord  crept  upon  the  back 
of  a  tortoise  to  oppose  him.  And  lest  the 
eyes  of  Europe  snould  not  be  open  to  the 
tardy  character  of  his  measures,  the  nobU 
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lord,  as  appeared  by  one  of  the  documents 
upon  the  table,  started  suddenly  vfrom  his 
freezing  career,  and  abandoned  for  the  mo- 
ment the  snaiMike  sinuosities  of  his  course : 
for  on  the  2nd  of  November,  the  noble 
lord  wrote  to  sir  John  Moore  that  some 
mighty  exertion  was  to  be  made  forSpain^ 
anc?  that  Buonaparte's  preparations  were 
only  to  be  met  by  correspondent  efforts  ; 
and  this  he  wrote  on  the  day  that  Buona- 
parte commenced  his  career  on  the  £bro 
with  1 20,000  men ;  and  only  a  few  days 
'before  all  the  Spanish  armies  were  destroy- 
ed. The  disembarkation  of  th^  troops  under 
sir  Day  id  Baird  did  not  commence  before 
the  26th  of  October,  and  before  the  whole 
of  bis  army  was  landed,  the  French  had 
acquired  such  an  ascendancy  in  Spain  as 
to  render  the  success  of  the  campaign 
hopeless  upon  our  part.  But  it  was  not 
alone  the  want  of  wise  arrangement  or  of 
judicious  combination  in  their  military 
measures,  that  proved  the  misconduct  and 
incapacity  of  ministers ;  they  shewed  them- 
selves equally  culpable  and  no  less  incom- 
petent in  having  sent  sir  John  Moore  upon 
this  arduous  and  important  service  without 
any  settled  plan  of  operations.  The  noble 
lord,  indeed,  (Castlcreagh)  wrote  to  him 
on  the  26lh  of  September,  telling  him  that 
he  would  be  in  great  good  time ,'  that  he 
should  himself  try  to  fbrm  a  plan,  and  that 
he  could  consult  upon  that  subject  with 
tbe  Spanish  general.  It  was  not  till  the 
Hth  of  November,  however,  that  the  noble 
lord  began  to  recollect  himself  in  his  of- 
fice in  Downing-street,  that  something 
like  a  plan  was  necessary.  He  then  wrote 
to  sir  John  Moore  on  the  necessity  of 
adopting  a  plan  from  the  situation  in  which 
he  would  then  find  himself,  but  yet  with- 
6^t  suggesting  any  thing  as  to  the  amount 
and  situation  of  the  Spanish  armies  with 
which  sir  J.  Moore  was  directed  to  act. 
The  only  plan  suggested  by  the  noble 
lord,  was,  that  if  he  (sir  J.  Moore)  found  the 
Spanish  armies  headed  by  one  individual, 
he  should  pl^e  himself  under  his  com- 
mand, and  on  the  contrary,  if  under  the 
COHQQiand  of  manv,  be  shqwld  act  in  con- 
cert with  th^  officer^  commaoding  tM 
%rini^  in  bis  neiglibourhood.  In  this 
communication  of  th«  noble  lord,  the  xm^ 
VHportant  part  w^s  that  which  requirml 
^r  J.  Moore  to  place  himself  under  tho 
commander  ^o  might  th^n  be  entrustod 
with  the  q^ndvot  of  the  Spanish  armies.'r^ 
Tbert,  wer«  many  instances  on  record  of 
Sritith,  troop*  «MTiag  und^  foreign  oiffi- 


known  before-hand,  and  they  were  well 
ascertained  previously  to  be  men  of  es- 
tablished reputation.  He  was  prepared 
to  admit  too,  that  there  were  still  ia 
Europe  many  foreign  officers,  under  whom 
a  British  army  might  be'  safely  and  suc- 
cessfully employed.  But  this  was  the  first 
instance  of  a  Biitish  army  being  sent  on  a 
foreign  service,  and  ordered  to  be  put 
under  the  command  of  any  person,  who- 
ever he  might  be,  who  should  chance  to 
be  at  the  head  of  a  foreign  army.  It  would 
be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  hon.  gentle- 
men, that  in  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Addington,  when  a  cliarge  had  been  made 
against  ministers  of  havmg  not  done  suf- 
ficient for  Portugal  at  that  period,  it  was 
answered  by  the  present  lord  Liverpool, 
that  the  Portuguese  would  not  in  the  first 
instance  agree  to  put  themselves  under  an, 
officer  even  of  known  abib ties;  and  this 
answer  was  received  by  the  opposition  as 
a  sufficient  excuse.  The  instruction  there- 
fore given  by  the  noble  lord  to  sir  John 
Moore,  to  place  himself  under  the  com^ 
mand  of  any  general  that  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  in  chief  of  the 
Spanish  armies,  though  he  was  only  to  act 
in  concert  and  communication  with  the 
Spanish  generals  if  they  commanded  sepa- 
rately, was  a  most  extraordinary  measure. 
The  times  of  revolution  usually  raised  up 
men  to  such  stations  who  wer^  often  not 
competent  to  fill  them.  It  was  by  such  a 
popular  impulse  that  Castanos  had  beeA 
removed  from  the  head  of  the  army  ia 
order  to  appoint  the  duke  del  Infantado; 
and  Don  Palafox  raised  to  the  command  ia 
chief  in  Arragon.  The  merit  of  these  two 
illustrious  individuals  did  not  alter  tho 
nature  of  the  case.  Had  fortune  been  a^ 
blind  as  the  noble  lord,  it  was  unknown 
into  what  dangers  this  instruction  might 
have  led  sir  J.  Moore.  Morla  was  thea 
in  the  government  of  Spain,  and  mighl 
with;  as  much  facility  be  placed  at  tha 
head  of  its  armies.  Had  he  been  so,  ami 
h^d  Ive  peremptorily  ordered  the  advance 
of  sir  J.  Moore  to  Madrid,  sir  J.  Moore 
could  not,  without  violating  his  directioosj 
and  being  guilty  of  insubordination,  refuse 
to  comply  with  tbo^e  orders  from  a  person 
whose,  object  was  erid^ntl  v  not  to  save« 
but  to  sell  the  interests  ot  his  country. 
Were  sui^h  to  have  been  the  case,  sir  John 
Moore  with  his  army,  would  infallibly 
havA  fallen  into  the  snares  of  the  eaumji 
by  pursuing  the  instnictions  given  him  bj 
the  nobj^  lord.  Under  these  eircnm- 
9(aocfii»  sir  J.  Msdiget  fioufid.  bimMU^  M 
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Salamanca. — He  now  came  to  that  part 
of  the  scene  in  which  Mr.  Frere  cot  a  con- 
spicuous fign^re.  He  hoped  the  country 
trould  now  be  enabled  fairly  to  appreciate 
the  services  of  that  gentleman.  He  trust- 
^  also  that  irentlemeri  on  the  other  side 
would  not  forget  the  various  ways  in  which 
they  had  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  evi- 
dence on  this  branch  of  the  case:  how  it 
had  been  wruns  from  them  like  drops  of 
blood  ;  and  the  twists  and  turns  and  shifts 
after  which  it  had  at  length  been  t  xtoned 
from  them  First  they  did  not  know  of  such 
a  Xrorrt  spondence  ;  then  it  was  private. 
Would  any  of  those  gent'emen,  with  un- 
blushing front,  now  as  ert  thit  any  of  these 
leiters  were  private?  Had  they  the  mark 
*'  prvate*'  upon  them ;  and  even  if  they  had 
such  a  mark,  (ould  any  man  suppo  e  that 
they  were  any  thin^  *elsf»  than  a  public 
record  of  th^bosine^sof  his  mission?  They 
were  noi  <»nly  public,  but  were  meant  to  be 
io.  1  hen  tuey  were  said  to  be  of  no  con- 
se<]U'nre;  they  had  nothing  to  do  wiih 
sir  J.  Mood's  retreat,  and  very  little  with 
his  ad V  nee  ;  and  ifproduced/they  would 
not  an^v^er  the  purpo  e  for  which  they 
were  called  for;  as  they  contained  no  in- 
formation that  would  be  of  the  smallest 
advantage  to  the  discussion.  Were  they 
re^^liy  unimportant  ?  On  the  contrary, 
were  they  not  the  sole  arnl  only  causo  of 
that  'gallant  and  lamented  officer's  ad- 
Tance  ?  It  Mas  solely  on  account  .of 
them  that  he  found  it  his  duty  to  make 
that  advance.  On  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber sir  John  Moore  found  himself  at  Sa'a- 
manea.  Of  the  Sp mish  army  he  knew 
nothing,  of  the  French  army  he  knew  as 
little  ;  and,  after  advancing  as  directed, 
he  found  himself  in  front  of  the  French 
army,  his  own  forces  being  divided.  He 
trusted  \^  should  hear  no  more  blame 
imputed  To  that  brave  officer,  as  if  it  pro- 
ceeded from  some  fault  of  his  own  that 
his  army  had  been  divided  into  two  corps. 
He  did  not  expect  that  *he  gallant  officer 
whom  Mr.  Pitt  regarded  as  one  of  our 
greatest  military  men,  should  have  been 
one  of  the  first  on  whom  i^entlemenon  the 
other  side  would  transfer  blame  from  their 
own  shoulders.  When  he  recollected  the 
auspices  under  whi(h  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Canning)  had  commenced  his  poli- 
tical career  under  Mr.  Pitt,  he  indeed 
would  be  surprised  to  finJ  him  casting  the 
blame  from  himself  upon  that  officer,  who 
enjoyed  Mr.  Pitt's  unlimited  confidence, 
therein  following  the  example  of  his  col- 
leagues, who  shifted  the  blame  UDiA>rmly 
V4)L.  XIV. 


upon  the  officers  they  employed.  Th« 
gallant  commander  liad  only  one  alterna- 
tive, either  to  go  by  sea,  which  was  hardly 
possible  at  that  time  of  the  year,  besides 
that  he  n^ight  not  have  been  allowed  to 
lau'l,  or  to  go  by  a  road,  by  which  his 
armycou^d  not  passwiihout  beingdividcd. 
It  was,  therefore,  no  fault  on  his  part  that 
he  had  been  exposed  to  this  inconve- 
nience. If  they  told  him  that  the  French 
army  was  destroyed  and  annihilated^  was 
it  his  fault  il  he  afterwards  foui^  them  in 
front  of  him  ?  Were  they  to  throw  blame 
on  him  on  account  of  their  own  informa- 
tion to  him  ?  Finding  himself  in  this  si- 
tuation, he  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Frerc, 
remonstrating  on  the  M'ay  in  which  be 
had  been  de9eived,  upon  his  want  of  in- 
formation from  the  Supreme  Junta,  and 
that  he  had  no  communication  with  the 
Spanish  commanders.  Mr.  Frere  on  re* 
ceiving  this  letter  gave  in  a  remonstrance 
upon  it  to  the  government ;  adding  a 
little  asperity  of  his  own,  in  language 
little  suited  to  the  character  of  a  minister 
at  a  fi>reign  court.  Sir  John  Moore  find- 
ing himself  ia  this  situation,  the  Spanish 
cause  nearly  ruined,  but  wishing  to  assist 
them  if  possible,  follows  the  advice  of 
Mr.  Frere.  Mr.  Frere,  in  his  letter  to  sir 
John  Moore,  advises  h'm  to  advance,  and 
to  join  bis  troops  to  the  Spaniards,  inform.- 
ing  him  that  by  doing  so  he  would  pro- 
vent  an  irruption  of  the  French  into  Spain# 
and  save  the  capital.  This  he  writes  ori 
the  very  day  when  one  of  the  entrances 
to  the  town 'was  seized  on  by  the  French; 
Buonaparte  himself  was  then  only  17  miles 
from  Madrid,  and  the  next  day  was  at  the 
gates.  He  was  not  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Canning)  wished  to 
conceal  such  letters  as  these,  so  -deroga- 
tory to  the  character  of  the  person  by 
whom  they  >vere  written,  though  on  his 
own  account  he  might  wish  to  shew  that 
there  was  another  person  who  had  the 
game  lack  of  information,  and  the  same 
ignorance  as  himself — There  was,  how- 
evrr,  another  reason  which  might  induce 
the  right  h'  n.  gent,  to  wish  to  conceal  the 
letters.  He  might  be  averse  from  having 
it  known  that  there  was  another  person 
who  possessed  the  qualification  of  writing 
in  the  same  tone  with  himself;  and  he 
might  be  afraid  to  shew  how  nearly  the 
pupil  had  approached  to  the  perfection  of 
the  master.  Sir  John  Moore,  however, 
diTejjarded  the  rhapsody  of  Mr.  Frere,  and 
wisely  commenced  his  retreat,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  information  he  bad  received 
2G 
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•from  the  marquis  Romana.  Two  oflSccrs 
had  also  arrived  from  the  Junta,  request- 
ing of  him  to  advance  and  take  posses- 
sion of  Somosierra,  not  knowing  till  he 
informed  them  that  it  was  already  in  pos- 
session of  the  enemy.  Morla,  too,  wrote, 
requesting  of  him  to  advance  towards 
Madrid,  the  Spaniards  being  resolved  to 
fight  to  the  last  extremity  in  defending  the 
city ;  and  yet  that  very  day  he  was  ca- 
pitulating with  Buonaparte  at  the  gates  of 
Madrid,  ^o  it  was  plain  that  this  person, 
who  had  sold  his  country  to  Buonaparte, 
wanted  to  entrap  sir  John  Moore  and  the 
British  army  into  his  handi?.  But  tliis  was 
only  an  attempt  by  a  traiterous  member 
of  the  government  of  Spain.  It  remained 
for  Mr.  Frere  to  assist  in  a  similar  design. 
He  sends  a  third  time  by  a  messenger,  M. 
Charm  illy,  declaring  it  to  be  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Spaniards  to  perish  under  the 
ruins  of  the  capital  ;  and  also  sends  an 
angry  letter  to  sir  John  Moore,  dated  Dec. 
3,  pressing  him  to  advance.  He  had 
heard  suspicions  expressed  on  the  subject, 
not  having  investigated  the  matter  accu- 
rately, however,  himself,  he  should  not 
assert  it  of  his  own  authority,  but  it  seemed 
extremely  likely,  from  every  part  of  the 
transaction  in  which  he  was  concerned, 
that  Charroilly  was,  if  not  a  spy,  a  dupe, 
and  that  he  had  involved  Mr.  Frere  in  nis 
duper^^.  If  he  was  so,  he  had  pretty  high 
authority  in  the  same  line.  If  he  was  a 
dupe,  he  was  the  dupe  of  Morla,  and 
Mr.  Frere  the  dupe  of  Charmilly.  Was 
it  to  be  believed,  that  Mr.  Frere  would, 
if  Charmilly  had  not  been  recommended 
to  him  by  ministers,  have  entrusted  to  him, 
a  stranger  and  a  Frenchman,  so  important 
a  mission  ?  If  he  was  recommended  b}' 
ministers,  the  blame  must  fall  on  them, 
if  not,  on  Mr.  Frere.  Mr.  Frere  had  even 
presumed  to  appeal  to  the  army,  and  to 
Charmilly  against  the  decision  of  sir 
John  Moore.  He  presumed  to  interfere 
in  that  which  was  nbt  entrusted  to  him, 
and  to  press  on  sir  John  Moore  his  advice. 
His  language  was  most  unbecoming  and 
indecent.  His  lordship  did  not  suppose 
he  meant  to  betray  bis  country,  but  it 
was  to  be  lamented,  that  the  enemy  should 
find  that  even  British  honesty  was  now  no 
longer  proof  against  the  arts  of  the  enemy, 
and  that  the  incapacity  of  such  a  man 
as  Mr.  Frere  gave  him  similar  advan- 
tages, to  those  which  he  was  acxustomed 
to  derive  from  dishonesty  and  treason. — 
Notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  against 
which  sir  John  Moore  had  to  contend. 


notwithstanding  he  had  received  no  in-, 
structions  from  his  government,  or  infor- 
mation from  its  agents,  and  although  he 
had  been  deceived  by  the  account  of  the 
Spanish  officers,  yet  he  was  determined  ta 
put  himself  in  the  way  of  fortune.  The 
march  to  Madrid  was  impossible,  alter  the 
French  had  seized  the  pass  of  Somosi- 
erra ;  but  still  he  conceived  it  would  be  a 
most  important  diversion  for  the  cause  of 
Spain,  and  give  the  patriots  of  the  South 
time  to  prepare  for  fresh  exertions,  if  he 
were  to  make  a  movement  against  the 
enemy  in  the  North.  This  movement  he 
made,  and  it  produced  in  a  great  degree 
the  effect  that  was  calculated  from  it.  This 
movement  was  attended  with  considerable 
danger,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  retreat 
alone  secured  the  remains  of  the  army. 
It  appeared  that  ministers  at  that  time  had 
never  thought  of  Ferrol,  the  second  naval 
arsenal  of  Spain  ;  and  the  great  accession 
of  naval  strength  which  the  enemy  had 
gained  by  that  conquest  was  owing  to  the 
remissness  of  our  ministers.  The  battle 
of  Corunna,  indeed,  afforded  a  brilliant 
instance  of  what  British  valour  could  do 
under  every  possible  discouragement.  The 
troops,  though  broken  down  and  disor- 
ganized by  misfortune,  supported  the  mi- 
litary character  of  the  country.  It  was  to 
the  ministers  of  this  country  alone  there- 
fore that  we  must  look  for  the  causes  of 
the  failures  in  Spain,  for,  as  if  intending  to 
fill  up  the  chapter  of  ignorance,  his  ma- 
jesty s  ministers  shewed  that  they  were 
even  ignorant  of  the  number  of  our  owa 
troops  employed  in  that  country.  The 
noble  lord  opposite  had  written  to  sir  J. 
Moore,  that  there  was  no  use  in  his  talking 
of  26,000  men,  he  must  have  had  i2,000. 
— In  the  commencement  of  the  business, 
when  our  hopes  were  young  and  yet 
gilded  by  the  sunshine,  the  noblf  lord  had 
told  us  there  should  be  a  combined  effort 
of  the  British  and  Spanish  armies  against 
France  ;  that  the  assistance  which  would 
be  given  should  be  such  as  would  be  most 
favourable,  and  agreeable  to  the  Spanish  in- 
tercst,and  that  the  operations  should  be  only 
collaterally  directed  to  objects  peculiarly 
British.  How  were  these  measures  exe- 
cuted ?  The  first  by  bringing  up  our 
forces  after  the  enemy  had  commenced 
his  operations,  and  the  Spanish  armies  had 
been  dispersed  ;  the  second  by  taking  no 
measures  to  secure  the  Spanish  interest 
after  the  retreat.  And  the  third  by  the 
loss  of  8,000  men,  eight  millions  of  money, 
and  one  of  our  most  gallant  officers.     If 
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the  house  felt  it  right  to  visit  those  calami- 
ties on  their  authors,  and  by  so  doing  to 
prevent  their  recurrence,  his  Resolutions 
vrould  be  acceded  to.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  intended  to  overlook  those  failures 
and  disasters,  to  negative  those  Resolu- 
tions would  produce  the  efli'ect. — ^The 
noble  lord  concluded  a  long  and  able 
speech,  by  moving  the  following  Resolu- 
tions : — 

"  That  it  appears  to  this  house,  after  an 
attentive  consideration  of  the  various  do- 
cuments which  have  been  produced,  that 
the  spirit  of  resistance  to  the  unprincipled 
aggression  of  France,  manifested  in  Spain, 
was  neither  seasonably,  vigorously,  nor 
-efficiently  seconded,  by  the  arms  or  the 
counsels  of  Great  Britain ;  that  time  was 
allowed  to  the  enemy  to  collect  and  re- 
ceive large  reinforcements,  and  to  advance 
into  the  heart  of  Spain,  before  the  British 
army  was  placed  in  a  situation  and  condi- 
tion to  oppose  their  efforts  ;  that  when 
arrived,  it  was  not  sufficiently  provided 
with  the  description  of  force,  or  with  the 
proper  supply  and  equipments,  most  essen- 
tially, requisite  ;  and  that  no  plan  of  opera- 
tions was  arranged,  by  which  it  might 
have  been  enabled,  in  concert  with  our 
ally,  to  act  with  effect  in  the  common 
cause. 

"  That  it  appears  to  this  house,  that  no 
proper  measures  were  taken,  either  by  his 
majesty's  government,  or  by  his  majesty's 
minister  in  Spain,  for  enabling  the  Com- 
mander in-Chief  of  his  majesty's  forces  in 
that  country  to  combine  his  operations  with 
those  of  the  Spanish  nation  ;  or  tor  fur- 
nishing him  witii  the  necessary  advice  and 
information  respecting  the  number,  situa- 
tion, and  movements,  either  of  the  French 
or  Spanish  armies. 

"  That  it  appears  to  this  bourse,  that  the 
loss  of  the  Spanish  fleet  in  Ferrol,  and 
the  addition  made  thereby  to  the  naval 
power  of  the  enemy,  is,  in  great  part,  to 
be  ascribed  to  want  of  foresight  in  his 
majesty's  ministers,  and  to  their  neglect 
in  not  taking  measures  of  timely  precau- 
tion. 

*'  That  this  house,  deeply  lamenting  the 
disastrous  issue  of  the  late  campaign,  is  of 
opinion,  that  by  the  neglect,  improvidence, 
and  rashness,  of  his  majesty's  ministers, 
the  hopes  of  the  nation  have  been  disap- 
pointed, the  means  and  resources  of  the 
country  have  been  wasted,  and  above 
7,000  of  his  majesty's  brave  troops,  toge- 
ther with  their  distinguished  Commander, 
have  been  sacrificed  in  an  enterprise,  an- 


dertaken  without  that  combination  and 
foresight  which  the  nature  of  the  servica 
so  manifestly  required,  and  without  whicli 
no  reasonable  expectation  could  be  entei^ 
tained  of  ultimate  success." 

On  the  question  being  put. 

Lord  CasiUreagh  rose  to  reply,  and  ob- 
served, that  if  any  complaint  could  ba 
made  by  his  majesty's  ministers  against 
the  noble  lord,  it  certainly  could  not  be 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  conducted 
the  attack  he  had  this  night  made,  except 
indeed  for  the  generality  with  which  ha 
had  conducted  that  attaclc,  accusing  then 
of  the  want  of  all  that  ability,  that  fore-* 
sight  and  vigour,  for  which  his  lordship's 
colleagues  were  so  eminently  conspicuous 
during  the  period  they  were  in  office. 
Certamly,  his  majesty's  ministers  stood  in 
need  rather  of  excuse  than  apology,  on 
account  of  the  extent  and  range  oi  infor- 
mation which  they  had  aQbrded  for  tha 
purpose  of  the  present  investigation;  but 
they  considered  that,  upon  a  cause  so 
grave  and  interesting,  it  was  impossible 
they  could  stapd  right  with  the  country, 
if  the  principles  upon  which  they  had 
acted  w^re  not  fully  explained:  and  if 
they  did  not  put  parliament  and  the  coun- 
try in  possession  of  all  the  facts  of  the 
case  ;  if  they  did  not  meet  boldly  all  that 
ingenuity  could  suggest  against  them,  and 
justify  their  conduct  as  far  as  the  compli- 
cated nature  of  the  transactions  could  ad- 
mit of ;  transactions,  upon  which  he  could 
not  but  consider  the  atuck  just  now  made, 
the  most  futile,  vain,  and  unfounded  that 
ever  was  attempted.  The  noble  lord  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  adopted,  not  only 
various,  but  some  not  very  consistent 
grounds,  upon  which  to  form  that  attack; 
in  the  first  place,  he  complained  of  their 
acting  without  that  due  and  necessary  in- 
formation which  would  justify  their  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  he  therefore  contended 
that  they  were  answerable  for  all  the  con- 
sequences that  had  followed,  and  that 
thev  ought  rather  to  have  waited  for 
such  knowledge  and  details  of  circum- 
stances, as  would  have  guided  them  suc- 
cessfully in  their  subsequent  proceedings. 
But  if  ministers  had  waited  in  a  state  of 
inactivity  until  they  had  obtained  that 
full  knowledge,  deemed  so  requisite,  this 
would  have  afforded  a  well-grounded  charge 
of  the  most  culpable  tardiness  on  their 
part ;  for  how  could  anyone  suppose  they 
could  act  with  any  effect  under  such  a 
system  ? — It  was  made  another  ground  of 
attack,  that  minitters  bad  not  sent  out  any 
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plan  upon  which  our  operations  were  to 
te  conducted.  Upon  tbis  subject,  he 
could  not  conceivti  any  thing  so  pit* poste- 
^ousasseadingoutany  plan  in  detail.  The 
thing  must  appear  m  itsel/j?uch  a  downright 
absurdity*  when  the  remoteness  of  coni- 
•muiiicatioh  was  considered,  that  he  should 
•apologise  to  the  house,  for  havin^mention- 
cd  it.  If  it  were  possible  to  be  eilucted,  the 
■dangers resulting  from  such  an  interference 
would  be  fully  apparent  from  the  eflects 
-produced  by  the  Aulic  Council  of  V^ienna 
•having  interfered  with  the  operations  of 
the  Austrian  armies.  What  right  could 
we  have  to  direct  the  operations  of  a 
campaign  m  which  we  were  only  the  auxi- 
liaries ?  If  the  noble  lord,  however,  meant 
that  they  had  r>o  general  notion  of  the 
•part  of  Spain  in  which  the  British  army 
was  to  be  employed,  he  was  mistaken. 
They  had  long  before  laid  it  down  that 
the  north  of  Spain  was  the  advisable  place 
for  them  to  ^ct.  In  this  not  the  British  ^o- 
Ternment  alone,  hut  every  Spanish  mili- 
tary authority  whatever  concurred.  The 
marquis  de  la  Romana  at  St.  Andero,  gen. 
Casianos  at  Mzidrtd,  and  sir  H.  Dalrymple 
at  Lisbon, all  agreed  in  this;  and  the  only 
persons  who  s^pmed  to  dissent  from  it 
were  the  politicians  of  London.  He  knew 
there  was  an  opinion  entertained  by  a 
military  officer  of  high  character  in  "this 
country,  (earl  Moira).that  the  proper  situ- 
ation for  us  to  have  occupied  would  have 
been  the  Pyrenees,  but  as  that  point  was 
not  now  argued,  he  should  not  touch  on 
it.  The  noble  lord  seemed  to  have  chalked 
out  for  himself  an  intermediate  campaign, 
taking  St.  Sebastian  and  Barcelona  for  his 
scene  of  action.  He  was  afraid,  however, 
the  noble  lord  must  soon  have  gone  to  the 
Pyrenees,  as  he  could  not  long  have  held 
out  at  St.  Sebastian.  The  advantage  which 
would  arise  from  going  to  Barcelona  had 
not  escaped  his  majesty's  ministei-s.  A 
provision  had  been  made  to  that  effect, 
wiihout  frittering  away  the  force  necessary 
to  accomphsh  the  main  object  in  view. 
Directions  had'  been  given  in  July  to  air 
John  Stuart  to  co-operate  from  Sicily  on 
that  side,  which  that  brave  and  enter- 
prizing  o(hcer  would  have  done,  were  it 
not  for  the  threatened  invasion  of  Sicily 
from  the  side  of  Italy.  The  exertions  or 
the  views  of  government  were<  not  cou- 
nted to  Spain  as  a  separate  country;  its 
cause  was  connected  by  them  with  that  of 
Eumpe.  It  aiso  materially  affected  the 
Britij^h  interests  beyond  Europe,  as  it  de- 
layed the  intended  opeiations  against  the 


British  possessions  in  India.  We  had  also 
bcnetited  the  irrterests  of  Austria,  by 
drawing  forth  a  larger  force  of  the  enemy 
than  it  would  be  necessary  for  huu  to  em- 
ploy, had  we  made  no  etforts  on  the  side 
of  iS|rain.  The  resiotcUice  the  enemy  had 
met  with  in  Spain  made  it  necessary  for 
him  to  send  an  army  of  200,000  men  into 
that  country,  whereas,  had  it  not  l)<*en  for 
the  assist-ance  received  from  this  country, 
Spaio  might  have  been  over-run  by  the 
troo^>s  which  Buonaj)arie  originally  had 
there.  The  whole  course  of  our  policy 
went  not  only  to  rescue  Spain,  but  the 
world,  by  resisting  the  attitude  in  which 
France  stood  at  that  period  against  the 
continent.  As  to  all  that  had  been  said 
respecting  the  tardiness,  of  their  measures 
contrasted  with  the  dispatch  and  rapid 
execution  of  those  of  the  enemy,  he  begged 
tlie  house  to  reflea  for  a  moment,  upon 
the  vast  superiority  of  means  possessed  Uy 
the  enemy,  for  carrying  their  various  9j>e- 
rations  into  effect,  by  requisitions  and  the 
other  in>truments  of  arbitary  power.  It 
certainly  was  no  ways  surprising  that 
France,  with  all  her  means  of  conscrip- 
tion at  home,  and  requisition  abroad, 
should  be  enabled  to  assemble  an  army  oo 
the  EI)ro,  before  the. British  troop.s,  who 
united  all  the  difficulties  of  a  march  from 
Lisbon  with  those  of  an  equipment,  which 
c»>uld  not  be  assisted  by  thoie  requisi- 
tions by  which  the  enemy  was  aided, 
could  arrive  at  the  scene  of  action. 
Dispatches  had  been  at  an  early  period 
sent  to  sir  II.  Dalryniple,  directing  him  to 
proceed  to  the  north  of  Spain,  without 
waiting  for  specific , orders  from  home. 
Those  dispatches  arrive<l  after  tbo  Conven- 
tion of  Ciiitra  had  been  concluded,  sathat 
they  could  not  have  influenced  that  mea- 
sure in  any  manner.  I'he  same  order  had 
been  given  towards  the  close  of  Septem- 
ber, to  sir  David  Baird.  Th«  reason  why 
the  troops  released  by  the  terminatiMi  of 
the  Campaign  in  Portugal,  were  not  put 
in  motion  sooner,  was,  because  sir  He*v 
Dalrymple  (which  was  also  approved  of 
by  the  government  at  home)  had  deter- 
mined not  to  do  so  till  a  Central  Govern- 
ment was  established  in  Spiin.  This 
event  was  not  known  at  Lisbon  till  the  4th 
or  3th  of  October,. and  the  army  was  posi- 
tively in  motion  three  days  after.  Theie 
could,  therefore,  be  no  blame  on  this  head 
attached  either  to  the  otiicers  in  Portugal, 
or  to  the  government  of  this ,  country. 
Sir  John  Moore  was  to  act  upon  no  other 
authority  than  that  of  his  own  g^v^rn- 
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ment,  and  the  dictates  of  hit  pwn  judg- 
ment, and  it  was  a  saiufactixry  reflection 
that  there , was  no  complaint  of  any  want 
of  cordiality  having  existed  bel>veen  sir 
John  Moore  and  the  oflicers  of  the  Spaniiih 
army.  He  insisted  that  no  person  could 
have  suggested  a  more  judicious  line  oi' 
conduct  to  be  preserved  by  us  towards  the 
Spaniards,  than  that  which  had  been  pur- 
sued by  government.  The  noble  lord  ac- 
cused tlitui  of  not  having  made  a  provi- 
jiion  for  ihe  reception  of  the  army  scnt4o 
Corunna ;  t.>  this  charge  he  coqld  only 
answer,  that  mdei*s  he  had  been  able  to 
borrow  ihe  prophetic  .fire  of  the  jjoblo 
lord,  which  saw  every  thing  so  distinctly 
after  it  hail  taken  place,  he  could  not  by 
any  means  have  anticipated  any  fliHicuhy 
on  that  point,  as  it  was  obviously  more  the 
interest  of  Spain  tlian  of  Great  Britain, 
that  no  obstacle  should  .be  interposed. 
The  amount  of  force  sent  was  precisely 
what  had  been  demandetl  by  the  Gallician 
Junta, and  as  soon  as  advices  were  receiv- 
ed from  lord  \Vm.  Bentinck  from  Madrid, 
on  the  20i\\  of  September,  the  wliole  plan 
of  military  operations  was  notified  to  him 
in  order  to  emiurcthe  making  of  every 
necessary  preparation.— rile  mit^ht,  in- 
deed, support  a  tolerable  case,  even  had 
no  preparation  been  made  at  all  by  go- 
vernment for  the  debarkation  of  the  fo7ce 
at  Corunna,  as  till  they  heard  of  the  cause 
.of  the  delay,  and  the  delay  itself,  it  was 
,i2ot  possible  for  hnman  ingenuity  to  have 
^ticipated  such  an  event.  But  they  had 
taken  every  step  that  prudence  and  fore- 
sight could  suggest  to  prevent  any  mistake 
taking  place.  On  the  sanie  day  he  had 
written  to  direct  the  advance  of  sir  John 
Moore,  he  had  written  to  the  Gallicias  to 
.  prepare  for  ihe  reception  of  general  Baird*s 
arojy,  and  ,also  to  general  Broderick,  or 
the  officer  acting  for  him  in  the  cprnmis- 
Miun  at  Corupna^  to  take  measures  prepa- 
ratory to  that  event  No  disinclination  to 
their  debarkation  had  been  evinced  till 
their  arrival,,  when  the  letter  from  captain 
Kennedy  iufornied  the  governsnent  of  this 
country  of  that  circumstimce ;  and  the 
reason  why  they  were  upt  permitted  to 
land  for  some  time  was  only  Oiwing  to  an 
official  omission  in  sending  the  order  by 
the^uprtme  Junta.  There  never  was  an 
4>hjectien  to  then*  acting  in  the  north  of 
Spain,  and  the  whole  of  the  noble  lord's 
argument  on  ^his  point  fell  completely  to 
the  ground.  The  noble  lord  also  accused 
his  m^esty's  ministers  of  a  surprizing 
.jvaDti)f  cpmlMnaUon^  Aa.^^dii>g^  general 
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JBaird  to  Corunna,  and  Komana  to  St.  An- 
dcro. — But  how  could  it  be  guessed,  4 
pnorc,  that  the  Convention  of  Cintra  would 
be  concluded,  and  our  transports  employ- 
ed in  carrying  the  French  army  from  Por- 
tugal ?  It  was  pretty  creditable  to  govern- 
ment, that  even  af^t-r  transports  for"  i\w 
conveyance  ol  23jOQO  French  troops  were 
employed,  as  many  still  remained  in  tb9 
Tagus  as  were  capable  of  receiving  12,000 
of  our  own  troops,  and  bearing  them  tp 
the  north  of  Spain,  had  that  mode  of  con- 
veyance been  deemed  expedient.  Tiie 
movement  by  land  was  not  therefooe 
adopted  from  necessity,  but  from  an  opi- 
nion of  the  commander  of  the  army  i^ 
Portugal,  that  it  was  mo^t  advantageous. 
Allowing,  as  l.e  did,  that  the  misfortuntis 
of  the  camp;ti^n  were,  in  great  measure, 
owing  to  the  diilerences  subsisting  among 
the  :>pani^>h  generals,  to  the  division  of  tb^ 
Spaiiidi  aimics,  and  to  their  want  of  ^ 
commander  in  chief,  he  could  not  yqt 
agree  wiih  the  noble  lord,  that  it  was  pro- 
per for  this  government  to  suggest  to  tiic 
Junta  the  appointment  of  any  such  officer. 
It  followed,  therefore,  of  course,  that  no 
other  instructions,  but  those  that  weijft 
given,  could  be  given  to  sir  John  i\loQrc 
on  this  head  ;  namely,  to  act  on  an 
etpr.tlity  vyi^h  all  the  Spanish  geperaU. 
With  regard  to  the  charge  against  himself, 
that  he  knew  so  Uttle  of  the  numbers  ©f 
our  own  army,  as  to  suppose  it  amounted 
to  40,000,  while,  in  fjct,  it  consisted  of 
ojdy  2S,000  men,  it  was  gir»unded  on  th^t 
disrespect  to  dates  which  the  noble  lord 
had  shewn  throughout.  The  return  made 
by  general  Clinton,  containing  informa- 
t^ion  on  this  point,  which  he  was  accusad 
of  having  overlooked,  was  not  received 
till  long  after  the  letters  passed  between 
him  and  sir  John  Moore.  It  was  not  at 
all  surprizing,  therefore,  that  he  shuuld 
suppose  the  army  amounteti  to  the  num» 
b«r  he  had  statetl,  as  2:^,000  men  had 
marched  from  Lisbon  ;  there  were  1 3,000 
under  sir  D.  Baird,  and'  all  the  men  in 
Portugal,,  excepting  eight  regiments,  had 
been  ordered,  o;n  the  1 1th  of  October,  to 
.  proceed  to  join  sir  J.  Moore,  and  it  w;^f 
but  fair  to  conclude  that  they  would,  by 
December,  have  arrrived  in  the  line  of  lys 
mareh  to  the  amount  of  5,000.  Some, 
however,  had  beeu  retarded  by  the  dis- 
turbances at  Oporto ;  general  Stuart's  en- 
vision by  the  want  of  corn ;  and  thevc 
were .  i,000  sick,  none  of  which  C9ntii^- 
genpies  could  have  entered  into  any  cal* 
(lul^tioa .  ma^de  .in  this  cauntry^ :  aiyl .  yet. 
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after  all,  fir  J.  Moore  had  3+  or  35,000 
men,  although  they  were  not  immediately 
in  the  field.  It  was  true  al  the  same 
time,  that  sir  John  Moore,  as  a  military 
man,  could  not  acknowledge  having  more 
men  under  his  command,  than  he  could 
bring  out  to  meet  the  enemy.  The  move- 
ment to  Salamai^oa,  and  the  advance  into 
Gallicia,  he  approved  : .  nothing  could  have 
done  more  for  the  Spanish  cause,  or  made 
a  more  powerful  diversion  for  the  southern 
provinces,  by  which  they  were  saved  for 
three  months  from  the  advance  of  a  victo- 
rious enemy.  The  noble  lord  had  in- 
veighed, in  terms  somewhat  severe,  against 
the  advance  of  the  British  troops,  and 
their  subsequent  retreat,  and  had  even 
asked,  whether  sir  John  Moore  or  Mr. 
Frere  was  the  author  of  those  movements  ? 
A  more  judicious  movement  than  that  of 
marching  into  the  north  of  Spain,  could 
not  have  been  devised  by  any  man.  It 
inspired  the  natives  with  confidence,  and 
gave  them  two  months  to  recruit  their  ex- 
hausted armies.  If  by  it  our  army  had 
suflfered  considerably,  it  ought  also  injus- 
tice to  be  stated,  that  the  enemy  had  suf- 
fered very  severely.  Those  who  knew  sir 
John  Moore  when  he  was  alive,  would 
not  very  readily  believe,  that  on  military 
matters  be,  as  commander  in  chief,  would 
be  influenced  or  directed  by  any  diploma- 
tic character.  They  even  had  the  gallant 
general's  own  acknowledgement  that  he 
undertook  the  movement  entirely  upon 
bis  own  authority,  and  that  he  had  applied 
to  Mr.  Frere  for  information,  not  for 
judgment.  He  had  determined  to  ad- 
vance, he  says,  in  his  letter  of  the  9th, 
from  a  combined  view  of  the  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  which  would  re- 
sult from  it  to  this  country  and  to  Spain. — 
Sir  J.  Moore  had  acted  on  just  political 
grounds,  and  to  shew  the  Spanish  nation 
that  if  they  did  perish,  it  should  not  be 
without  our  risking  every  thing  to  save 
them.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Frere  had  no  weight ;  but 
it  was  evident  sir  John  Moore  acted  on  his 
own  judgment,  in  advancing  to  Valladolid, 
after  the  fall  of  Madrid,  which  he  deter- 
mined on  doing  upon  the  10th  of  Decem- 
ber, three  days  before  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Frere,  containing  the  strong  expressions 
80  much  commented  upon,  could  be  re- 
ceived.-—Setting  Mr.  Frere,  thcref<^re,  out 
of  the  question,  the  movement  of  itself 
must  alone  be  examined,  and  it  had  been 
adopted  by  one  of  the  best  military  officers 
this  country  evtr  produced.    The  noble 


lord  had  not  dwelt  much  oh  the  retreat  of 
our  army  ;  but  in-  that  little  he  had  exag- 
gerated our  loss.  This  loss  he  lamented 
as  much  as  any  one ;  but  it  ought  always 
be  considered  that  it  amounted  to  no  more 
than  7,000  men,  including  casualties 
(which,  if  the  army  had  staid  at  home, 
would  4iave  amounted  to  3,000,)  including 
also  the  consequences  of  two  general 
actions,  and  many  of  smaller  note,  and  the 
whole  period  from  the  time  general  Spen- 
cer left  Gibraltar  in  the  preceding  winter 
to  the  end  of  the  campaign — a  campaign 
which  had  added  to  our  military  renown, 
our  reputation,  and  our  national  character, 
and,  from  the  experience  it  had  afforded, 
been  the  school  of  many  heroes  in  the 
British  service,  who  would  hereafter  still 
further  extend  our  glory.  The  real  loss  o4* 
men  sustained  by  the  country  was  not  so 
great,  theYefore,  as  had  been  stated,  and  if 
it  were  compared  with  the  military  glory 
derived  from  it  by  the  country,  it  must 
appear  very  small  indeed.  He  was  confi- 
dent such  would  have  even  been  the  opi« 
nion  of  that  gallant  officer,  whose  loss  they 
all  must  deplore. — It  was  true  he  had  for- 
merly blamed  the  administration,  whereof 
the  noble  lord  who  moved  the  Resolutions 
had  formed  a  part,  for  their  want  of  fore- 
sight in  providing  transports,  and  utter 
neglect  of  cavalry  ;  but  that  was  under 
very  dif&rent  circumstances.  They,  it 
would  be  recollected,  dismissed  the  trans- 
ports when  they  were  just  wanted,  and 
they  neglected  to  send  cavalry  at  the  very 
time  the}'  were  promising  them.  Now, 
he  would  inquire,  if  that  was  the  case, 
when  the  troops  were  sent  to  Spain  ?  When 
the  house  should  bear  in  mind  that  9,(XX) 
horses  had  been  sent  to  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal with  the  late  expeditions,  perhaps  it 
would  not  be  said  that  the  present  adminis- 
tration deserved  any  similar  censure. 
The  horses  were  not  all  cavalry;  indeed, 
some  of  them  were  artillery  horses,  and 
some  belonged  to  the  royal  waggon  train, 
and  the  stall';  under  these  circumstances, 
he  trusted  that  the  same  reasons  did  not 
exist  for  blaming  the  present  administra- 
tion for  not  succouring  our  allies,  which 
then  existed  against  his  majesty's  late  mi- 
nisters. No  country  ever  gave  a  greater 
manifestation  of  energy  than  Spain,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  insurrection,  and  govern- 
ment was  fully  justified  in  having  o^red 
them  every  assistance  in  their  power.  It 
was  true,  indeed,  that  in  some  places  there 
was  a  miserable  want  of  public  spirit  when 
our  army  was  there,  but  the  general  dispo* 
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sition  of  a  nation  could  never  be  properly 
known  from  the  behaviour  of  the  inhabi- 
tants who  lived  near  a  large  army.  People 
were  not  friendly  to  an  army^  from  the  in- 
convenience which  attended  it  necessarily. 
—Upon  the  whole,  he  thought  the  con- 
duct of  administration  perfectly  correct ; 
if  they  had  done  more,  they  might  have 
acted  imprudently ;  and  if  they  had  done 
less,  they  would  not  have  done  their  duty. 
He  trusted  the  house  would  be  of  opinion 
that  the  noble  lord  had  laid  no  g'>od 
grounds  for  his  Resolutions,  but  contended 
firom  false  colouring  and  mistaken  notions. 
Ministers  had  done  erery  thing  possible 
in  exertions  to  carry  the  wishes  of  the 
British  people  into  effect,  and  make  a  great 
military  effort,  rapidly  and  efficiently,  in 
the  cause  of  Spain.  However  that  exer- 
tion had  succeeded,  they  had  at  least  this 
consolation,  that  in  all  they  had  done 
there  was  not  a  stain  on  the  good  faith, 
honesty,  and  generosity  of  Britain. .  They 
had  conducted  this  arduous  and  delicate 
matter  in  a  manner  so  as  to  secure  the 
•xaltation  of  the  national  character,  with- 
out committing  the  power  of  the  country. 
With  all  the  past  to  blame,  the  noble  lord 
had  not  ventured  to  point  out  a  better  line 
of  conduct  which  ought  to  have  hefn  pur- 
•ued.  They  had  done  their  duty  with 
honour  and  integrity  to  preserve  the 
Spanish  nation  from  the  usurpation  of 
France;  they  had  done  every  thing  possi- 
ble to  preserve  the  integrity  of  Spain.  If 
any  charge  could  be  brought  against  them, 
it  must  be  rather  for' exceeding  than  keep- 
ing within  the  point  of  prudence,  in  con- 
forming to  the  wishes  of  the  country,  and 
he  trasted  their  exertions  would  yet  be 
crowned  with  success.  He  concluded  by 
calling  on  the  house  to  give  a  decided 
negative  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said  that  the  noble  lord 
bad  begun  his  speech  by  censuring  that 
of  his  noble  friend,  as  being  too  succinct 
and  concise,  and  therefore  but  ill  suited 
to  a  subject  upon  which  the  noble  lord 
had  satisfied  the  house,  it  was  possible  to 
be  diffuse,  erratic,  and  tedious.  The  no* 
ble  lord,  too,  had  condemned  the  speech 
of  his  noble  friend  for  being  so  destitute  of 
point.  The  speeches  of  the  noble  lord 
himself  abounded  so  much  in  pith  and 
point,  that  the  charge  acquired  additional 
force  in  coming  from  him;  the  speeches 
of  the  noble  lord  at  least  generally  abound- 
ed in  something  or  other,  and  .he  would 
not  take  upon  himself  to  decide  whether 
Ihey  w«r«  right  who  thought  that  some- 


thing abounded  alike  upon  all  occasions' 
and  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  point- 
less prolixity.  The  noble  lord  had  said  a 
vast  deal  upon  what  he  no  doubt  thought 
a  very  fruitful  theme,  the  character  of  the 
government  as  affected  by  the  Resolutions 
proposed.  He  would  not  now  stop  to  en- 
quire what  that  character  was :  but  let  it 
be  what  it  might,  it  certainly  was  upon  all 
occasions  the  same,  and  entitled  to  the 
same  weight  with  the  country ;  for  whe- 
ther they  had  to  resist  Buonaparte,  or 
contend  with  Mrs.  Clarke,  their  measures 
appeared' to  be  suggested  by  the  same  spi- 
rit of  wisdom  and  crowned  with  the  same 
sort  of  success ;  so  that  he  apprehended 
that  the  character  of  the  government  was 
by  this  time  pretty  well  established.  But 
the  noble  lord  had  taken  great  pains  to 
identify  the  character  of  the  government 
with  the  spirit  of  the  people;  no  two 
things  could  be  more  materially  different, 
more  substantially  distinct  The  spirit  of 
the  country  had  indeed,  been  high,  gene- 
rous, and  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  of 
Spain,  but  did  it  follow  that  the  govern- 
ment was  to  suffer  itself  to  be  blinded  by 
that  enthusiasm,  instead  of  calling  forth 
all  the  aids  of  sage  counsel  to  give  that 
enthusiasm  direction  and  effect  ?  But, 
said  the  noble  lord,  what  did  not  the  peo- 
ple expect  from  the  government?  Why, 
a  great  deal  was  unquestionably  expect- 
ed : — the  subject  was  of  a  nature  to  ex- 
cuse a  generous  people  from  expecting  so 
much  from  such  ministers. — it  was  pardon- 
able at  such  a  time  to  indulge  in  such  ex- 
travagant expectations. —  They  expected 
their  government  would  have  bten  vigi-» 
lant  in  the  cause  they  had  so  sanguinely 
espoused — that  they  would  have  been 
prompt  and  vigorous  in  the  measures  they 
resorted  lo^but  such  an  expectation  was 
not  to  justify  that  government  in  their 
rashness,  folly,  and  precipitancy.  But, 
among  the  causes  assigned  by  the  noble 
lord  for  the  sanguine  hopes  then  enter- 
tained of  ultimate  success,  was  the  circum- 
stance of  the  preparations  at  that  time 
making  by  the  court  of  Austria,  to  take 
advantage  of  that  opportunity,  and  enlarge 
her  military  means  to  the  greatest  extent 
she  could.  If  this  was  the  case,' he  thought 
the  noble  lord  had  been  imprudent  in  ut- 
tering that  fact  in  his  place  in  that  house 
as  a  minister  of  the  country  ;  such  a  state- 
ment coming  from  a  minister  would  go  to 
give  a  sortof  colour  to  the  charges  that  ap* 
peared  in  the  Manifesto  of  the  emperor  of 
JFrance,  not  that  he  thought  that  thos^ 
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charges  were  founded  in  fact ;  fer  from  it ; 
but  still  he  did  think,  thatsnch  a  statement 
^Vas  calculated  to  give  colour  to  those 
charges,  and  therefore  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  noble  lord  had  been  indiscreet  in  men- 
tioning that  fact,  if  it  was  a  fact,  as  he  had 
done. — With  respect  to  the  Portuguese  ex- 
pedition, he  condemned  it  as  most  ill  ad- 
vised; there  was  no  man  who  must  not  con- 
demn it,  and  for  the  plainest  of  all  pos- 
sible reasons  ;  that  had  it  succeeded,  even 
its  success  would  have  had  no  material 
effect  upon  the  fortunes  of  Spain,  whereas, 
if  Spain  was  once  delivered,  Portugal 
Would  thereby  be  secured.  But  what  he 
particularly  blamed  ministers  for  was, 
their  not  taking  proper  precautionary 
measures  to  ascertain  the  real  state  anil 
temper  of  Spain  before  oUr  army  had  been 
embarked.  That  they  had  not  done  so 
Was  sufficiently  clear  from  this  one  in- 
stance, were  there  no  other — the  division 
under  sir  A.  Wellesley  sailed  on  the  15th 
July,  and  the  firsfc  step  taken  by  ministers 
to  ascertain  the  real  state  of  Spain,  and  the 
sentiments  prevailing  there,  was  not  re- 
sorted to  until  the  4-th  of  August  follow- 
ing; but  the  strangest  amongst  all  the 
strange  arguments  of  the  noble  lord  was 
that,  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  shew 
that,  on  account  of  the  great  interest 
taken  in  the  co-operation  of  the  British 
army  by  the  Spanish  government,  our  go- 
vernment was  acquitted  from  all  respon- 
sibility. This  would  be  a  sweeping  argu- 
ment to  indemnify  all  ministers  in  all 
cases  of  alliances  with  foreign  states;  for 
it  would  not  be  denied,  that  in  each  of 
them  the  respective  government  of  each 
power  would  have  its  due  portion  of  inter- 
est. But,  notwithstanding  this  extraordi- 
nary interest  which  the  Spani-h  govern- 
fnent  had  taken,  and  which  was  to  indem- 
nify our  own,  it  did  not  appear  that  this 
interest  had  produced  any  extraordinary 
co-operation;  f«)r  when  the  North  of 
Spain  had  been  fixed  upon  as  the  scene  for 
British  service,  and  sir  David  Baird  had 
reiched  Corunna,  ready  to  dtsemhark  his 
troops,  it  was  in  the  memory  of  the  house 
what  delays  he  had  to  encounter  before 
he  was  permitted  to  land — at  one  time 
upon  one  pretence,  and  at  another  time 
upon  a  different  one  ;  but  the  real  cause, 
according  to  sir  David  Baird's  own  letter, 
was  an  objection  upon  their  part  to  admit 
our  troops  to  land  there  on  account  of 
the  difficulty  of  supplying  tbem  with  pro- 
visions, &c.  And  here  the  noble  lord 
seemed  to  expect   that    his  mere  letter 


would  be  instrnmental  in  effecting  a 
junction  between  the  British  and  Spanish' 
armies.  The  noble  lord,  in  this,  was  more 
poetical  than  practical.  With  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  poet,  he  expected  to 
'*  Spread  the  soft  intercourse  from  soul  to  sou!, 
<^  Aiid  waft  a  siti^h  from  Imlus  to  the  pole." 
He  expected  to  transport  his  force  in* 
stantly  to  the  place  in  which  it  was  neces- 
sary to  have  it  actively  employed,  with-* 
out  any  previous  arr.'.ngement  or  previous 
approach.  The  noble  lord  said  that  hid 
noble  friend  had  arraigned  him  linjustly, 
in  saying,  that  the  march  of  s'n*  John 
Moore,  or  his  subsequent  retreat,  was  in- 
fluenced by  his  and  Mr.  Frere*9  corn^s- 
[)ondencc.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Frere, 
he  observed  that  he  (lord  Castlereagh)  had 
said  nothing  in  his  defence,  leaving  that 
perhaps  to  another  advocate  more  compe- 
tent to  defend  him  ;  but  after  the  angry, 
mandatory,  impatient,  reproachful  and  up- 
braiding dispatches  which  sir  John  Moore 
received  from  that  gentleman,  no  one 
could  say  that  sir  Jolm  Moore's  conduct 
was  not  influenced  by  him  ;  besides,  could 
the  noble  lord  forget  his  own  Instructions 
to  sir  John  Moore  ?  He  cautioned  him  to 
pa\'  the  *^  uta:ost  deference  and  respect'^ 
to  his  communications  ;  and  after  this, 
did  be  mean  to  argue,  that  the  letters  of 
Mr.  Frcre  had  no  influence  upon  the  con- 
duct of  that  officer?  It  was  said,  that  sir 
John  Moore  in  his  dispatches  took  but  a 
mere  dry  military  view  of  the  question  ; 
but  his  view  was  as  comprehensive  as  it 
ought  to  be,  and  no  min  would  agree  with 
the  noble  lord  in  that  opinion  of  him. 
The  noble  lord  had  also  said,  that  a  great 
consolation  remained  to  us  yet — that  what 
they^had  heard  of  the  coldness  of  Spain  in 
her  own  cause,  was  untrue.  In  the  par- 
ticular part  to  which  the  army  was  sent, 
he  admitted  that  this  coldness  might  have 
existed,  but  no  where  else — in  no  other 
portion  of  the  country,  according  to  his 
representation,  was  zeal  or  spirit  wanting. 
This  was  certainly  a  most  extraordinary 
circumstance,  that  when  an  amy  was 
sent,  which  was  ready  to  die  for  the  in- 
habitmits  at  the  time  and  in  the  place  to 
which  it  was  sent,  the  impression  should  be 
weakest  amongst  them,  and  the  principle 
of  resistance  most  difficult  to  discover  or 
to  inspired  The  noble  lord,  in  stating 
this,  hud  the  merit  of  introducing  a  per- 
fect novelty  to  the  house.  The  noble 
lord  admitted,  that  we  experienced  some 
loss,  though  he  says  it  was  much  lees  than 
was  generally  represented.    Fer  faimselF^ 
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he  had  such  a  veneration  for  the  soldiery 
of  this  country,  that  he  could  not  contem- 
plate the  death  of  one  without  painful 
emotions.  But  they  were  told,  that  in  the 
present  instance  the  loss  was  not  without 
its  consolation,  for  it  had  brought  an  addi- 
tion of  character  to  the  country ;  it  had 
proved  to  the  world,  that  we  fought  the 
cause  of  Spain  alone  ;  that  we  did  not  pur- 
sue any  little  hidden  interest  made  under 
the  sanction  of  her  name  and  the  justice  of 
her  ca^^se.  This  certainly  was  true  :  it 
was  manifest  to  the  world  that  we  afforded 
Spain  a  generous  assistance  ;  but  was  this 
a  matter  for  ministers  Co  make  a  boast  of  ? 
Were  they  to  take  the  credit  of  it  to  them- 
selves ?  Vv  ould  the  noble  lord  have  ven- 
tured to  advise  his  majesty  to  a  contrary 
conduct  ?  He  would  not.  So  that  the 
only  merit  he  could  claim  was  that  of  hav- 
ing forborne  to  do^  what  neither  he  nor 
any  other  man  alive  would  dare  to  do. 
The  noble  lord  said,  that  every  step  was 
taken  that  could  be  taken  to  procure  infor- 
mation ;  but  here  the  noble  lord  pro- 
nounced his  own  panegyric.  What  did  sir 
John  Moore  say  on  the  subject  ?  Their 
accounts  differed  as  much  in  this  as  in  the 
amount  of  the  army.  Sir  John  Moore 
stated  that  he  got  no  information  at  all — 
two  persons  were  sent  to  him,  old  men,  or 
rather  old  women,  to  consult  with  him^  but 
such  was  the  ignorance  they  displayed, 
that  he  entreated  to  be  troubled  with 
them  no  more ;  yet  his  lordship  called  this 
making  provision  for  the  intbrmajtion  of 
the  army.  The  noble  lord  had  been  stand- 
ing up  in  his  own  defence,  and  never  man 
in  such  a  situation' was  so  little  cheered 
by  his  friends.  He  could  not  assert  that 
the  Spanish  government  had  acted  rightly 
in  every  thing.  He  feared  it  resembled 
the  noble  lord  too  mucn;  both  would 
come  in  for  a  share  of  the  credit  of  the 
Campaign.  But  as  he  was  of  opinion  that 
much  the  larger  proportion  was  due  to  the 
noble  lord,  he  should  give  his  hearty 
support  to  the  Resolutions  of  his  noble 
friend. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  without  meaning 
any  disrespect  to  the  noble  lord  who 
brought  forward  this  question,  said,  he 
could  not  have  thought  it  possible  for  the 
gentlemen  opposite,  provided  with  so 
numerous  a  band  ready  to  undertake  their 
cause,  to  have  pitched  on  one  who  would 
have  supported  it  on  such  objectionable 
grounds.  The  noble  lord  had,  however, 
b^en  followed  in  his  arguments  by  the 
right   kon.   gent,  who    spoke  last,  who 

Vol.  XIV. 


though  he  had  added  nothing  in  substance 
to  his  reasoning,  had  done  much  ia  elo« 
quence,  and  had  introduced    at  least  t^ 
poetical,  if  not  a   very  apt  illustration. 
At  the  end«uf  his  speech,  too,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  been  very  happy  in 
hitting  upon  a  new  method  of  rousing  th« 
flaggmg  attention  of  his  hearers.     In  the 
drama,  and  even  in  oratory,  it  was  allow- 
ed to  give  as  much  eclat  as  possible  to  the 
conclusion ;  and  improving  oh  this  prin* 
^ciple  the  right  hon.  gent.,  who  had  been 
uncheered  through  the  whole  of  his  elo- 
quent speech,   had,   by  a   very  delicata 
mode  of  applying  the  observation  to  ano- 
ther, conveyed  a  reproof  to  his  own  friends- 
for  this  omission,  and  taught  them  how 
they  ought  to  have  received  the  declara- 
tion of  his  opinion  (Laughter).     He  had 
succeeded   in    his  aim,   and  procured  a 
cheer ;  contented  with  which,  he  hastened 
to  a  conclusion,  without  hazarding  another 
effort  (Laughter).     Leaving  the  right  hon. 
gent,  then  to  his  fame,  he  would  proceed 
to  the  matter  before  the  house.     It  was 
usual  on  so  great  an  occasion  as  the  pre- 
sent, for  those  who  attacked,  as  well  as; 
for  those  who  defended,   to  allow  the  im«^ 
portance  of  the  subject.     But  deeply  as 
this  question  affected  the  government  and 
the  country,  it  derived  still  greater  im- 
portance from  the  principles  on  which  the 
arguments  and  criticisms  of  the  noble  Lord 
had  proceeded;  arguments  which,  if  allow- 
ed, must  not  only  have  the  effect  of  cramp- 
ing the  efforts,  and  palsying  the  energies  of 
the  country,  but  of  rendering  it  impossible 
for  any  government  to  sustain  the  charge 
intrusted  to  them,  or  conduct  the  national 
affairs  with  success,  by  risking  a  little  for 
the  good  of  the  whole.     The  nohJe  lord 
took  possession  of  a  fine  elevated  and  su- 
perior point,  from  whence  he  could  survey 
the  past,  the  present,  and,  in  imagination^ 
the  future,  from  which  he  could  contem-r 
plate  the  nascent  cause,  and  the  matured 
eiFect.     He  forgot,  however,  that  during 
the  whole  time  these  events  were  pass* 
ing,  all  this  information  was  concealed^ 
and   government  were   deprived  of    the 
means  of  arguing  from  the  past  (Hear ! 
hear!)  There  was  a  work  which  they  had 
all  lately  read,  the  production  of  that  able 
statesman  who  for  many  years  stood  at  the 
head,  and  directed  the  operations  of  thit 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  (Mr.  Fox)«. 
It  contained  an  observation  (as  indeed  it 
was  more  famous  for  observation  than  for 
throwing  any  new  light  on  history),  that 
there  were  periods  when  persons  migbl 
2  H 


Digitized  by 


Google 


471]      ^AliL.  DEBATES,  Mat!),  1809 Earl  Tempy  8  Motion  rejecting  the      [472 


to  general  Moore  to  take  the  course  which 
be  in  fact  had  determined  to  take,  and  on 
the  identical  day  actually  adopted  ?  This 
certainly  was  not  prescience  ort  the  pan 
of  his  hoble  friend,  because  it  was  a  know- 
ledge of  something  contemporaneous ;  but 
surely  it  was  no  impeachment  of  the  dis- 
cernment of  ia  government,  that  it  provided 
at  home  for  that  which  at  the  very  same 
instant  was  taking  place  abroad.  When 
the  noble  lord  had  giv«n  his  notice  of  the 
present  motion,  he  had  premised  that  a 
great  part  of  his  industry  and  eloquence 
should  be"  employed  on  the  treaty  con- 
cluded between  Great  Britain  and  bpain  ; 
on  which  treaty,  however,  the  noble  lord 
had  contented  himself  with  making  a  sin- 
gle observation.  This  observation  pro- 
ceeded on  the  principle  that  the  noble 
lord  condemned  the  provisions  being  only 
for  probable  and  contingent  cases.  But  it 
should  be  considered,  that  it  was  intended 
in  that  instance  to  take  a  comprehensive 

,  view  of  the  interests  of  the  two  countries. 
The  period  was  not  favourable  for  negoci- 
ating  an  instrument  so  extensive  as  that 
inust  have  been  which  would  have  pro- 
vided for  every  possible  relation.  It  would 

^  not  have  beeii  fair  to  Spain ;  for  either 
Great  Britain  must  have  conceded  gratui- 
tously to  Spain,  or  she  must  have  asked  in 
return  what  Spain  had  not  at  that  time  the 
power  to  give.  Still,  however,  connected 
as  th^  tt<ro  countries  were,  was  it  not  right 
that  there  should  be  a  recorded  document 
of  that  connection  ?  The  relations  of  Great 
Britain  to  Spain  were  meliorated  by  this 
document.  'She  was  before  bound  to  an 
indefinite  extent  to  assist  Spain,  and  to  a 
definite  extent  to  abstain  from  demanding 
a  remuneration.  It  became  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, with  a  view  to  our  own  interest, 
in  some  degree  to  define  the  principle  of 
the  connection  between  the  two  countries. 

'When  the — he  did  not  know  what  to  call 
it — a  revolution,  he  thanked  God,  it  was 
not;  an  insurrection  it  certainly  was  not, 
for  it  was  against  no  legitimate  iiuthority ; 
but  on  the  glorious  breaking  out  in  Spain 
of  the  determination  to  resist  French  op- 
pression, a  British  Order  in  Council  was  is- 
sued, declaring  peace  established  between 
the  two  countries,  and  prohibiting  any  fur- 
ther captures  from  the  Spaniards.  He  be- 
lieved that  every  man  in  the  country  felt 
this  to  be  a  wise,  just,  and  honourable  act. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  the  British  govern- 
ment had  a  right  to  say,  that  this  absti- 
nence from  captures  must  be  reciprocal. 
Nothing  was  more  fit  for  them  to  ask,  nor 


more  honourable  for  Spain  to  grant.  Was 
this  cbncessiou  nugatory?  The  fact  was 
singular,  that  the  only  two  cases  of  cap- 
ture which  had  occurred,  were  captures 
made  by  Spain  from  Great  Britain. — ^To 
proceed  with  the  consideratioii  of  the 
Treaty  ;  the  articles  by  which  Great 
Britain  was  bound  to  acknowledge  Ferdi- 
nand VII.  or  any  subsequent  legitimate 
sovereign  of  Spain,  had  been  idly  supposed 
to  bind  her  to  carry  on  the  war  for  Ferdi- 
nand VII.  or  still  more  strongly  to  ac- 
knowledge Joseph  Buonaparte,  should 
he  becoitie  a  successful  usurper.  The 
only  object  of  the  article  in  question  was 
the  possible  case  of  the  extinction  of  the 
present  royal  branch  of  Spain,  in  which 
case  it  might  become  a  doubt,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Salique  law,  whether  the 
Neapolitan  branch,  or  the  princes  of  Bra- 
zil  should  ascend  the  throne.  It  was  not 
for  this  country  to  decide  such  a  point, 
and  it  was  therefore  sound  policy  for  this 
country  to  provide  against  the  contingency 
of  making  the  election.  The  next  article 
in  the  Treaty  was  that  by  which  Spain 
engaged  to  tal^e  precautions  that  her  fleet 
should  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy» 
and  by  which  Great  Britain  engaged  to 
aFsist  her  in  that  object.  Amidst  ail  that 
Spain  had  felt  and  suftered  from  French 
oppression,  the  Spaniards  had  never  been 
disposed  to  admit  the  British  troops  9r 
fleets  into  their  naval  arsenals.  The  ofler 
had  more  than  once  been  made  by  Great 
Britain,  but  in  conformity  to  the  principles 
on  which  the  government  set  out,  never 
in  a  tone  of  coercion.  It  had  been  de- 
clined ;  and  that  refusal  had  been  received 
by  government,  not  with  ill  hiunour  ; 
with  great  regret,  but  with  a  just  defe- 
rence to  the  judgmentof  those  from  whum 
it  proceeded.  It  was  held  by  the  Spanish 
government,  that  standing  as  they  did 
on  the  basis  of  public  opinion,  they  might 
by  the  admission  of  the  English  into  their 
ports,  have  given  occasion  to  the  common 
enemy  to  say,  that  the  English,  according 
to  their  usual  practice,  were  availing 
themselves  of  the  distressed  state  of  Spain 
to  seize  the  Spanish  navy.  It  was  on  this 
ground,  frankly  stated  b^  the  Spanish 
government  as  likely  to  mislead  many  of 
their  countrymen,  that  they  decl'med  an 
ofler  in  which  they  allowed  they  did  not 
see  any  thing  dangerous  or  dishonourable. 
But  a  much  more  important  consideration 
than  even  the  principles  on 'which  this  in- 
strument was  founded,  was  the  relative 
situation  in  which  the  events  at  the  clostt 
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of  the  ia»t  campaign  left  the  two  countries. 
He  would  not  enter  into  a  critical  exa- 
mination of  every  military  movement  of 
the  last  campaign.  Such  a  retrospect 
would  be  very  painful,  and  certainly  was 
not  necessajiy  on  that  occasion.  But  it 
was  necessary,  and  would  be  his  duty,  to 
follow  the  noble  lord,.when  he  attributed  a 
part  of  the  operations  of  the  campaign 
(which  he  believed  the  noble  lord  consi- 
dered to  have  been  misconducted,  but 
which  he  himself  did  not  think  had  been 
misconducted)  not  to  the  free  will  of  the 
general  w  ho  commanded,  but  to  the  im- 
proper interference  of  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters in  Spain. ,  This  was  a  question 
which  it  would  be  difficult  completely  to 
decide,  if  both  the  individuals  who  were 
concerned  in  it  were  members  of  that 
bouse,  and  if,  fortunately,  both  were  alive, 
capable  of  stating  the  facts, to  parliament, 
and  of  rendering  further  service  to  their 
country.  It  was  distressing,  therefore,  to 
come  to  the  discussion  under  the  difficul- 
ties which  existed  upon  it.  When  the 
individual,  in  whose  defence  it  was  proba- 
bly expected  he  should  speak,  though 
living,  was  not  present,  and  when  the 
other  individual,  for  whose  memory  he 
entertained  the  highest  respect,  was  no 
more,  he  would  freely  acknowledge,  that 
even  if  the  error  imputed  were  an  error 
of  great  magnitude,  the  battle  of  Corunna 
ought  to  obliterate  it ;  but  he  imputed  no 
such  error.  He  would  say,  that  on  a  fair 
examination  of  the  evidence,  with  as  much 
impartiality  as  he  could  assume,  and  on  a 
free  comparison  of  his  own  sentiments, 
with  those  of  others,  he  believed  in  his 
conscience,  that  the  fact  of  sir  John 
Moore's  advance  (so  much  condemned 
by  the  noble  lord)  being  attributable  to 
the  interference  of  Mr.  Frere,  was  not 
true.  If  he  thought  otherwise,  he  should 
by  no  means  be  disposed  to  shield  Mr. 
Frere  from  the  responsiblity  of  it ;  for 
considering  the  advance  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  in  his  poor  judgment  he 
could  not  but  think  it  a  wise  measure  ; 
but  in  every  view  which  ennobled  miH- 
iary  objects  by  exalting  military  cha- 
racter, he  was  sure  it  was  a  perfectly 
wise  measure.  So  far,  therefore,  from 
shielding  Mr.  Frere  from  the  re^ponsibi-' 
lity  attached  to  this  forward  movement* 
he  should  rather  hail  it  for  him  as  a  most 
meritorious  act.  But  truth  compelled 
him  to  declare,  that  although  he  did  not 
think  it  a  blameable  measure,  the  merit 
•f  it  wa§  not  Mr.  Frere's.    Of  this  he 


was  convinced,  that  if  the  gallant  general, 
whose  loss  the  country  had  to  regret,  was 
present  to  state  his  own  case,  the  house 
would  never  have  heard  from  him  one 
word  of  the  tendency  of  the  noble  lord'a 
observations.  To  this  conviction  he  had 
no\  brought  his  mind  on  light  grounds. 
It  was  founded  on  the  fact,  that  sir  John 
Moore  had  not  transmitted  his  correspon- 
dence with  Mr.  Frere  to  government. — 
Did  the  noble  lord  mean  to  attribute  to  sir 
J.  Moore,  that  having  made  a  movement, 
by  which  the  existence  of  the  British  army 
was  endangered,  he  withheld  from  go« 
vernment  any  knowledge  of  the  motives 
on  which  he  had  acted  ?  This  would  be 
to  prefer  a  serious  charge  against  that  gal- 
lant officer,  who,  he  dared  to  say,  had 
never  been  wanting  to  his  duty,  but  who  ' 
would  have  been  wanting  to  his  duty  had 
he  so  conducted  himself. — So  much  for 
that  view  of  the  subject  in  which  the  pub- 
lic was  materially  concerned.  The  rest 
was  between  individual  and  individual; 
and  he  confessed  that  he  did  not  think  the 
time  of  the  house  properly  employed,  or 
the  feelings  of  the  house  properly  excited/ 
when  such  a  transaction  was  made  the  sub- 
ject of  their  solemn  discussion.  It  was 
not  a  useful  employment  for  parliament^ 
and  he  trusted  that  there  was  no  man  to 
whom  the  agitation  of  such  a  question  could 
be  a  matter  of  satisfaction  or  delight.  He 
had  been  taunted  the  other  day,  as  if  his  pri- 
vate regard  was  to  influence  him  to  protect 
a  public  offender.  He  hoped  he  should 
never  assume  such  a  privilege.  His  private 
regard  would  induce  him  to  speak  a  few 
words  upon  the  subject,  but  his  public 
duty  would  induce  him  to  make  those 
words,  that  he  should  say  upon  it,  as  few 
as  possible.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that  there  were  parts  of  Mr.  Fiere's 
correspondence  which  he  did  not  like. 
There  were  parts  which  he  did  not  ap- 
prove, and  of  which  he  had  not  advised  his 
sovereign  to  express  his  approbation.  The 
specific  point  to  which  he  alluded,  was  the 
demand  made  by  Mr.  Frere,  that  the  in-* 
dividual  by  whom  the  letter  from  the  Junta 
of  Madrid  was  conveyed  to  sir  J.  Moore, 
should  be  examined  before  a  council  of 
war.  His  opinion  was,  that  it  was  Mr.  ' 
Frere's  duty  to  convey  to  the  General 
every  information  in  bis  power;  to  trans- 
mit to  him  the  communications  of  the 
various  local  governments ;  to  accompany 
those  communications  with  his  own  honest 
opinion  of  their  value ;  and  to  enforce  that 
opinion  with  the  best  argomeats  that  oc* 
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carre«l  to  him;  but  there  he  conceiTed 
that  bis  province  ended,  aiid  that  he  ought 
not  to  prescribe,  that,  which  depended  on 
a  military  decision.  He  hoped,  however, 
he  might  be  allowed  to  say  in  extenuation; 
he  could  not  affirm  it,  for  he  had  not  the 
means  of  information  ;  that  probably  Mr. 
Frere's  letter  was  not  written  in  the  sense 
in  which  it  was  taken  by  sir  John  Moore. 
It  was  no  unusual  thing  tor  a  minister  in  a 
foreign  country  to  transmit  information  to 
a  general,  and  to  recommend  to  him  an 
examination  of  a  particular  person  before 
a  council  of  war,  as  the  best  mode  by 
which  suspicious  intelligence  might  be 
detected. — This  led  him  to  a  circumstance 
on  which  great  stress  had  been  laid,  namely, 
the  character  of  the  gentleman  by  whom 
Mr.  Frere's  letter  had  been  conveyed  to 
sir  John  Moore.  Of  this  gentleman  he 
kn^w  nothing;  he  had  never  seen  him ; 
he  did  not  believe  that  Mr.  Frere  had  seen 
him  before  this  transaction ;  he  had  not 
been  selected  by  Mr.  Frere  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  conveying  information  to  sir  John 
Moore ;  he  had  not  been  sent  out  from 
this  country  recommended  to  Mr.  Frere ; 
but  he  believed  that  after  Mr.  Frere  went 
to  Spain,  M.  Charmiily  passed  through 
Salamanca;  that  he  wae  not  iil  received 
.  at  head-quarters ;  and  that  having  been  at 
Madrid  he  called  on  Mr.  Frere,  atTalavera 
on  his  way  to  Salamanca,  with  a  letter  to 
sir  J.  Moore  from  a  member  of  the  Junta 
at  Madrid.  Mr.  Frere^  of  course,  thought 
it  his  duty  to  forward  M.  Charmiily  to  sir 
J.  Moore,  by  every  meaps  in  his  power. 
With  respect  to  the  character  of  M.  Char- 
miily, although  he  believed  that  many  of 
the  charges  made  in  another  place  against 
him  were  wholly  unfounded,  and  others 
egr«gi«usly  discoloured,  yet  he  must  ob- 
serve, that  Mr.  Frere  had  no  more  to  do 
with  the  character  of  M.  Charmiily  than 
he  would  have  had  with  the  d)aracter  of  a 
common  postman.  M.  Charmiily  was  the 
bearer  of  a  message  from  the  Junta  of 
Madrid  to  sir  John  Moore,  and  Mr.  Frere 
oould  by  no  means  be  responsible  for  the 
selection  of  the  messenger.  But,  what* 
ever  might  be  thought  on  this  point,  he 
trusted  that  there  could  be  but  one  feeling 
on  the  sentiments  expressed  by  Mr.  Frere, 
when  he  declared  that  he  did  not  despair 
of  a  cause  which  it  was  his  bounden  duty 
to  support  and  encourage.  He  had  before 
observed  that  the  advance  of  sir  J.  Moore 
(which  advance  he  deemed  perfectly  justifi- 
able) could  not  be  ascribed  to  the  corres- 
pondence of  Mir.  Frere  with  sir  J.  Moore> 


becanse  sir  J.  Moore  h«d  not  transmitted 
that  correspottdenoe  to  gdvemment  as  the 
cause  of  his  movement.  But  not  only  did 
sir  J.  Moore  not  transmit  his  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Frere  as  the  ground  of  his 
advance ;  he  ascribed  it  to  other  grounds. 
In  his  dispatches  he  stated  it  to  have  been 
resorted  to  "  in  consonance  with  the  general 
opinion,  and  also  with  that  of  Mr.  Frere.'' 
— On  what  principle  of  justice,  then,coi^ld 
it  be  said  that  this  determination  to  ad- 
vance arose  solely  from  the  solicitation  of 
Mr.  Frere  ?  With  respect  to  the  tone  of 
Mr.  Frere's  letters,  although  he  confessed, 
that  in  the  course  of  them  there  appeared 
something  of  apparent  exasperation,  he 
could  yet  readily  conceive,  and  any  man 
must  be  convinced  who  had  read  the  let- 
ters which  Mr.  Frere  received,  that  they 
were  occasionally  calculated  to  produce 
feelings  not  of  the  most  pleasant  descrip- 
tion. But  be  bad  not  stated  all  the  grounds 
for  his  conviction,  that  sir  John^ Moore's 
advance  was  not  to  be  ascribed  to  Mr. 
Frere^s  interference.  Previous  to  that  ad- 
vance, sir  John  Moore  wrote  to  his  noble 
friend  near  him,  inclosing  a  letter  of  Mar- 
shal Soult,  in  which  he  was  represented  as 
critically  situated,  and  liable  to  a  success- 
ful attack.  On  the  information  contained 
in  that  intercepted  letter,  sir  John  Moore 
expressed  his  determination  to  advance. 
With  respect  to  the  advance  itself  he  would 
say,,  that  with  all. its  consequences  and 
disasters  he  preferred  it  to  a  retreat,  at  the 
moment  of  Mr.  Frere's  remonstrance.  Of 
those  disasters  he  would  not  say  a  word. 
He  would  not  charge  any  thmg.  The 
battle  of  Corunna  covered  every  thing ; 
but  tlie  retreat  itself,  and  the  precipitancy 
of  it  he  could  never  cease  to  regret.  As 
for  the  advance,  government  were  not 
responsible,  so  were  they  neither  responsi- 
ble for  the  subsequent  transactions.  The 
only  way  in  which  any  responsibility  could 
for  a  moment  appear  to  attach  to  them, 
was  from  the  circumstance  of  the  trans- 
ports not  being  at  Corunna  when  the  British 
army  arrived  there ;  butJiny  oneivho  read 
sir  John  Moore's  dispatches  must  be  im- 
mediately convinced  that  it  was  not  the 
fault  of  government  that  the  transports 
were  sent  to  Vigo,  and  not  to  Corunna; 
He  was  far  from  wishing  to  speak  of  th« 
disasters  of  war  as  the  subject  of  any  thing 
but  lamentation  ;  yet,  however  deeply  he 
regretted  the  severe  loss  which  the  Bntish 
sustained  at  the  termination  of  the  Spanish 
campaign,  he  could  not  but  consider  thai 
termination  as  most  konouraMe  and  advan* 
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tmgeoos  U>  the  country.  .He  hoped  he  was 
Bot  less  seoaible  than  others  to  the  value 
of  military  serrices  and  military  men ;  he 
hoped  he  did  not  feel  kai  admiration  than 
others,  who  had  been  in  company  with 
our  naval  and  military  heroes,  or  that  glory 
before  which  all  other  glory  became  ob- 
•cured.  By  the  consent  of  all  other  ages, 
ayid  notwithstanding  the  arguments  of 
philosophy,  and  the  deductions  of  reason, 
the  military  character  stood  pre-eminent 
in  the  world.  Reverting  to  the  state  of 
Spain,  he  asked,  whether  because  she  had 
not  yet  been  able  t«  throw  oflf  the  yoke  of 
France  to  re-establish  her  independence, 
and  achieve  her  liberty,  he  was  therefore 
to  consider  her  cause  as  lost  ?  He  trusted 
that  many,  very  many,  more  efforts  would 
be  made  ere  that  melancholy  result  would 
ensue.  He  trusted  that  by  the  desul- 
tory mode  of  warfeure  now  adopted,  the 
Spaniards  would  gradually  diminish  the 
forces  of  their  oppressor,  and  render  their 
country  a  conquest  which  it  would  be  dif- 
ficalt  to  make,  and  which  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  retain.  In  consistency  with  the 
principles  hitherto  acted  upon  by  the 
British  government,  it  was  not  intended  to 
dictate  to  the  Spaniards  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  they  ought  to  pursue,  but  he 
trasted  thai  it  would  n6t  be  lone  before 
we  should  learn,  that  they  had  adopted  a 
system  by  which  the  force  of  France 
would  be  turned  against  herself  with  accu- 
mulated violence.  Till  that  period,  the 
universal  rising  in  Spain  against  the  scat- 
tered forces  of  the  enemy,  might  prevent 
any  great  advantages  being  gained  by 
them.  These  hopes  he  should  not  have 
been  dble  to  entertain,  nor  endeavour  to 
inspire,.had  it  not  been  for  the  experiment 
under  discussion;  had  not  military  aid 
been  afforded  to  Spain,  and  that  in  such  a 
mode  as  to  shew  that  Great  Britain  felt  an 
earnest  desire  to  encounter  every  peril,  and 
to  share  every  danger,  of  that  nation  whose 
cause  she  so  Warmly  espoused. 

Mr.  Tiemty,  although  he  was  not  quite 
so  sanguine  as  the  right  hon.  gent.,  did 
not  yield  to  him  in  good  wishes  for  the 
Spanish  cause.  Th^  difference  between 
them  was  not  as  to  the  principle  of  assist- 
ing Spain,  but  as  to  the  mode  of  acting 
upon  that  principle.  All  the  papers  con- 
firmed the  opinions  which  had  before  been 
given  firom  his  side  of  the  house.  Mr. 
Frere  had,  at  last,  found  a  friend;  and 
certainly  no  one  ever  stood  mofe  in  need 
of  one.  Bot  though  Mr.  Frere  had  found 
a  ItiMid,  the  noble  lord  (Gasilereagh)  had 


lost  one;  for  the  right  hon.  gent  had  not 
in  any  part  of  his  speech,  undertaken  to 
defend  the  general  management  of  the 
campaign.  The  defonce  with  respect  to 
Ferrol  was  no  defence  at  all.  The  Spa- 
niards refused  our  offer,  it  was  said,  to  gar- 
rison their  naval  arsenals.  But  were  it 
not  for  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen,  there 
would  have  been  no  difficulty  on  that  head. 
Arrangements  might,  however,  have  been 
made,  by  which  the  object  might  have 
been  effected,  had  it  not  been  that  no  such 
idea  entered  the  heads  of  ministers  till  too 
late,  and  the  favourable  opportunity  was 
lost.  vAn  article  had  been  introduced  into 
the  Treaty,  relative  to  the  fleet  at  Cadia. 
Why  did  not  ministers  act  upon  this  idea 
sooner,  with  regard  to  the  fleet  at  Ferrol  ? 
He  contended  that  it  was  imprudent  to 
enter  into  a  treaty  of  the  nature  of  that 
now  concluded,  with  a  Junta  which  had 
concealed  information,  the  want  of  which 
placed  the  British  army  in  the  greatest 
danger.  Some  of  the  Junta  had  turned 
out  to  he  traitors,  and  he  thought  that 
consequently,  his  majesty's  name  ought 
not  to  have  been  so  rashly  and  formaUy 
committed  as  it  was  in  this  treaty. — He 
then  adverted  more  particularly  to  the 
conduct  of  the  campaign,  and  said,  that  it 
was  matter  of  substantive  charge  against 
ministers,  that  they  had  so  long  delayed 
to  send  troops  into  Spain  ;  that  they  Kad 
spent  the  time  in  writing  dispatches  while 
Buonaparte  was  marching  his  troops. 
They  should  have  sent  troops  at  an  earlier 
period,  if  they  thought  it  fit  to  send  them 
at  alU — He  next  adverted  to  the  state  in 
which  the  army  found  itself  when^  arriv* 
ed  in  Spain.  Lord  Wm.  Bentinck,  whose 
good  sense  he  commended,  had  given  no- 
tice as  early  as  the  1 4th  of  November,  of 
the  probable  motions  of  Buonaparte,  and 
particularly  requested  that  cavalry  might 
be  sent.  The  noble  lord  did  not  send 
cavalry  in  sufficient  numbers,  and  to  that> 
according  to  the  statement  of  sir  John 
Moore,  was  to  be  ascribed 'many  of  th^ 
disasters  of  the  cdmpatgn.  Sir  Johtl 
Moore  had  said  with  justice,  that  thfe  Brit- 
ish army  had  never  reached  Spain  till  tb^ 
Spanish  armies  had  been  defeated  and 
iheir  cause  lost.  The  noble  lord  had  bai 
sides  so  contrived  it,  that  the  2/ttaj  was  in 
three  divisions,  and  consequently  ineffi- 
cient as  an  army  till  it  was  too  late.  All 
this  was  owing  to  the  delay  of  minister^. 
— Mr.  T.  then  expressed  his  regret,  that 
he  should  be  obliged  to  say  any  thing  r^- 
4>ecting  Mr.  Frere>  that  ihight  hurl  tftf 
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feelings  of  the  right  hon.  gent.  But  as 
much  regard  was  due  to  the  memory  of 
sir  John  Moore  as  to  the  feelings  of  Mr. 
Frei*e.  General  Moore  had  been  instruct- 
ed to  receive  the  comraanicatioiis  of  Mr. 
Frere  with  respect.  Mr.  Frere  give  it  as 
his  opinion  that  sir  John  Moore  ought  not 
to  retreat.  Then  he  sent  Charmilly,  of 
whom  nobody  said  any  thing  that  was 
good.  Mr.  Tierney  denied  that  Char- 
milly had  been  sent  to  general  Moore  by 
the  Junta,  for  the  dispatches  of  the  Junta 
had  gone  by  a  dilFerent  road,  and,  in  fact, 
had  arrived  before  Chai;milly. — He  then 
dwelt  upon  the  impropriety  of  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr-  Frere  to  sir  John  Moore, 
and  the  mamier  in  which  he  had  required 
that  Charmilly  should  be  examined  before 
a  council  of  war.  He  read  some  extracts 
from  the  papers,  in  order  to  shew  that 
general  Moore  had  been  influenced  in  the 
first  place  to  suspend  his  retreat,  and  af- 
terwards to  advance  towards  the  north,  by 
Mr.  Frere.  But  in  order  to  confirm  this, 
he  quoted  an  extract  from  a  private  letter, 
which  sir  John  Moore  had  written  to  sir 
David  Baird,  and  which  had  been  sent  to 
lord  Liverpool  (Mr.  Canning  said  he  knew 
nothing  of  it).  Mr.  Tierney  observed, 
that,  he  could  not  have  believed  that  there 
had  been  such  a  want  of  communication, 
and  cordial  co-operation  among  ministers. 
But  such  was  the  fact,  and  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  disasters  of  the  campaign 
were  in  a  considerable  degree,  to  be 
ascribed  to  Mr.  Frere's  interference. — 
Mr.  Tierney  then  adverted  to  the  distress- 
ing situation  in  which  sir  John  Moore  had 
been  placed,  owing  to  the  negligence  of 
ministers,  and  dwelt  upon  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  he  had  conducted  him- 
felf  on  his  retreat.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, help  saying  that  there  appeared 
among  ministers,  something  like  a  <lisposi- 
tion  to  keep  the  merits  of  sir  John  Moore 
from  the  public  view.  He  would  ask 
whether  an  order  had  not  been  sent  to  the 
Drury-Lane  Company  by  the  L/>rd  Cham- 
berlain, not  to  continue  the  recitation  of  a 
monody  to  the  memory  of  sir  John  Moore^ 
composed  by  a  member  of  that  house? 
The  gentlemen  at  Lloyd's,  too,  had  pro- 
posed, at  one  time,  to  expend  something 
m  honour  of  the  memory  of  sir  J.  Moore; 
but  they  had  afterwards  discovered  that 
they  were  not  sufficiently  rich  for  it.  This 
was  very  extraordinary.  Though  they 
were  too  poor  to  honour  the  memory  of 
fir  John  Moore^  they  were  rich  enough  to 
fewar4  sir  Home  Pophan^  (A  laugh).    He 


concluded  by  observing,  that  from  tha 
evidence  now  before  the  house,  it  Was  ma- 
nifest that  the  noble  lord  opposite  was  not 
to  be  trusted  M^ith  the  management  even 
of  a  corporal's  guard.  Unless  parliament 
consented  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  upon 
the  conduct  of  this  campaign,  the  house 
would  be  responsible  for  whaterer  mis- 
management might  in  future  take  place 
by  the  noble  lord's  means. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  go  at  any  length  into 
a  question,  which  had  been  already  so 
much  and  so  fully  discussed.  But  he 
wished  to  know  from  the  right  hon.  gent, 
who  spoke  last,  whether  he  meant  to  ar- 
raign ministers  for  having  sent  an  army 
into  Spain  too  soon,  or  for  not  having  sent, 
it  sooner ;  for  from  his  speech  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  collect  which  was  the  charge.  But 
whatever  course  ministers  took,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  was  resolved  to  blame  them. 
If,  however,  ministers  had  not  sent  aA 
army>  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
wouid  have  had  much  better  ground  for 
censure.  If,  instead  of  the  exertion  that 
had  been  made,  no  army  had  been  lent, 
what  would  now  have  been  the  state  of 
Spain  ?  Had  it  not  been  for  the  diversion 
made  by  the  British  army,  the  French 
would  have  got  possession  of  the  south  as 
well  as  of  the  north  of  Spain,  and  the  cause 
would  now  have  been  indeed  rendered 
hopeless.  He  blamed  the  gentlemen  na 
the  other  ciide.  for  not  pointing  out  any 
other  courst  of  proceeding,  which  either 
with  a  view  to  expedition  or  diversion, 
would  have  been  better  than  that  which 
had  been  actually  adopted.  With  respect 
to  the  fleet  at  Ferrol,  he  denied  that  Spain 
had  been  prevented  from  admitting  a 
British  garrison  into  their  arsenals',  owing 
to  any  consideration  connected  with  Co- 
penhagen. Spain,  perhaps  had  felt  some 
jealousy  with  respect  to  the  Tiews  of  Bri- 
tain, from  the  operations  of  the  French, 
and  of  those  who  echoed  French  senti- 
ments. But  as  Spain  was  unwilling  to 
accede  to  any  proposition  of  this  kind,  it 
was  impossible,  under  the  circumstances, 
to  press  the  subject  further  than  the  naked 
ofier.  He  contended  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble that  general  Moore  should  have  acted 
contrary  to  his  own  views  of  what  was 
proper.  It  was  injurious  to  the  memory 
of  sir  Johp  Moore  to  say  that  he  had  acted 
merely  upon  the  advice  of  Mr.  Frere. 
He  further  said,  that  Mr.  Frere  had  not 
impertinently  obtruded  his  advice,  for 
that  advice  had  been  solicited  by  sir  John 
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Moore :  but  the  retreat  to  Corunna  was 
judicioosly  chosen  by  sir  John  Moore,  for 
it  was,  in  the  circumstances  in  which  he 
ttood,  the  most  beneficial  measure  for  the 
Spani:<h  caise  that  could  have  been  adopt- 
ed. With  regard  to  M.  Charmilly,  if  Mr. 
Frere  hid  known  all  that  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  suspected,  it  would  have 
been  improper  in  him  to  have  employed 
him.  But  there  was  no  evidence  that 
Mr.  Frere  knew  any  thing  of  all  this.  He 
affirmed  that  there  bad  always  been  a  dis- 
position in  the  government  to  do  justice 
to  the  merits,  the  services;  and  character 
of  sir  John  Moore  AlwHit  the  oi-dcr  re- 
specting the  monody,  or  the  compliment 
at  Lloyd's,  he  kn«»w  nothing.  He  could 
scarcely  believe  that  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain could  have  sent  the  order  alluded  to. 
He  concluded  by  observing,  that  if  sir 
J.  Moore  had  been  alive,  he  himself  would, 
in  looking  at  Spain,  have  been  convinced 
th  a  the  salvation  of  tbat  country  had  been 
the  consequence  of  the  step  which  he  had 
taken  in  retreating  through  Gallicia. 

Mr.  Bat  hurst  spoke  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
tion. He  did  not  see  what  ministers 
could  have  expected,  to  induce  them  to 
hazard  such  an  anny  in  such  an  expedi- 
tion. They  took  credit  to  themselves  for 
the  diversion  effected  in  fevour  of  the 
Spani'ih  cause.  But  looking  at  the  subject 
in  another  view,  it  was  no  merit  of  their's 
that  the  army  had  escaped  at  all.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  it  would  have  been 
better  to  have  retreated  to  Portugal ;  and 
he  thought  it  impossible  for  any  candid 
^lan  to  read  the  papers,  and  not  to  be  con- 
vinced that  sir  John  Moore  had  been  in- 
duced to  adopt  the  measures  which  led  to 
the  disastrous  retreat,  by  the  interference 
of  Mr.  Frere,  whom  he  understood  as 
speaking  the  sentiments  of  ministers. 

Lord  //.  Petty  adverted  to  the  extraor- 
dinary sort  of  defence  made  by  the  noble 
lord,  when  he  said,  that  the  most  extraor- 
dinary exertions  had  been  made  by  the 
French.  The  noble  lord  might  have  cal- 
culated upon  that,  for  many  of  his  failures 
had  been  owing  to  the  same  cause.  In 
remarkini;  upon  the  conduct  of  ministers 
to  sir  J.  Moore,  he  mentioned  an  observa- 
tion of  cardinal  du  Retz,  who  said'  that 
men  might  be  placed  in  situations  in 
which,  turn  how  they  would,  they  must 
commit  a  fault;  but  that  fortune  never 
placed  them  in  such  situations,  which  w^re 
only  the  eflPect^  of  their  own  errors.  In 
guch  a  situation  had  sir  J.  Moore  been 
placed  by  the  ministers, 
'^  Vol.  XIV, 


Mr.  WhUbrcad  rose,  amidst  loud  cries  of 
Question,  and  in  a  short  but  animated 
speech  contended  ;  1st,  that  Mr.  Frere 
had  displayed  such  a  want  of  temper  and 
capacity,  as  to  render  him  unfit  for  any 
diplomatic  situation  whatever ;  next,  that 
the  mimsters  had  not  acted  fairly  by  sir 
J.  Moore ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that  M, 
Chamiilly  was  a  person  unworthy  of  any 
confidence,  from  every  thing  that  he  had 
heard  of  him. — He  wished  principally  to 
know,  whether,  as  Mr.  Frere  was  under- 
atood^  from  report  to  be  superseded  by  A 
noble  marquis,  he  was  to  be  appointed  to 
any  other  situation,  as  report  had  also 
sent  him  to  Constantinople.  This,  not- 
withstanding the  defence  made  for  him, 
he  thou^t  highly  improper,  as  he  had,  in 
his  mind,  evinced  himself  disqualified  for 
any  situation.  The  conduct  of  M.  Char- 
milly  he  equally  reprobated,  and  painted 
in  very  disadvantageous  colours,  as  bar- 
ing been  first  known  as  a  revolutionist  in 
St  Domingo;  from  thence  coming  to 
France,  where  he  had  attempted  to  rais6 
an  insurrection ;  after  that,  retiring  to  thi» 
country,  where  he  was  successively  known 
as  a  coal  merchant,  a  distiller,  an  usurious 
hioney  lender,  and  a  bankrupt.  These 
were  facts  which  he  said,  could  be  proved. 
He  had  afterwards,  he  iJnderstood,  applied 
to  ministers  to  be  sent  out  to  Spain,  and 
was  refused ;  yet  he  was  since  found  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Frere,  though  said  to  be 
unknown  to  him,  as  a  confidential  agent 
to  sir  J.  Moore. 

The  housegrowing  impatient  for  the  ques- 
tion, a  division  took  place  on  the  first 
Resolution,  which  was  negatived:  Ayes, 
111;  Noes,  230;  Majority,  119.— The 
other  Resolutions  were  negatived  withoat 
a  division ;  and  the  house  adjourned  at 
five  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning.* 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  10. 
[War  Office  Accounts.]  Mr.  Wardlt, 
pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  move  for  thte 
production  of  certain  Accounts  from  thia 
War-office.  His  object  in  moving  for 
them  was  to  put  the  house  in  ()ossession  df 
the  state  of  'accounts  in  the  war-oflScp, 
Since  1797,  when  the  establishment  was 
enlarged,  with  a  view  to  bringinjg  up  the 
arrears,  the  number  of  clerks  had  been 
greatly  increased,  and  yet  th  •  accounts 
were  in  greater  confiision  than  ever.  If 
the  papers  should  be  granted  hirt,  he  woulit 
show,  that  this  increasei  iqstead  of  e^p$« 
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diting,  had  retarded  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts.  The  establishment  of  the  war- 
office  cost  54,000/.  annually,  and  yet  the 
accounts  might  be  made  up  without  suf- 
fering any  arrear  to  accumulate  for  30,000/. 
a  year.  Thus  there  would  have  been  a 
saying  of  expenditure  since  1797,  in  that 
department,  if  even  the  average  expence 
were  taken  at  40,000/.  annually,  of  above, 
140,000/.  Many  regimental  accounts 
were  in  arrear  more  than  twelve  years, 
and  the  confusion  was  increased  by  the 
difTerent  changes  that  had  been  made  iii 
the  manner  of  conducting  the  business  of 
the  office,  whereby  monthly  ^d  quarterly 
accounts  were  intermixed  with  annual  ac- 
counts. A  radical  change  of  system  was 
absolutely  necessary;  because  any  modi- 
fication of  the  present  system  would  only 
be  for  the  worse.  Other  advisers  should 
be  consulted  than  those  on  whose  opinion 
the  present  system  had  been  adopted. 
He  knew  an  accomptant,  who  would  un- 
dertake to  make  up  the  whole  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  office  for  the  sum  he  had 
mentioned,  and  pledge  himself  not  to  suf- 
fer any  arrear  to  accrue.  After  noticing 
the  establishment  of  a  second  war-office  in 
George-street,  at  an  expence  of  five  or  six 
thousand  pounds  a  year,  the  Volunteer 
Pay  Office,  which  he  stated  not  to  be  ne- 
cessary* the  honourable  member  con- 
cluded by  moving,  *'  That  there  be  laid 
before  the  house  a  return  of  all  'the  An- 
nual Regimental  Accounts  now  in  the 
War-office,  specifying  such  as  are  set- 
tled, and  such  as  are  not ;  also  a  return 
of  all  the  annual  redmental  accounts  which 
have  been  carried  into  warrant;  speci- 
fying how  many  in  each  year,  and  whe- 
ther for  cavalry,  infantry,  or  militia  regi- 
ments." , 

The  Secretary  at  War  did  not  mean  to 
give  any  effectual  opposition  to  this  mo- 
tion, at  the  same  time  that  he  trusted  he 
ghould  be  able  to  persuade  the  hon.  mem- 
ber to  withdraw  bjs  motion.  A  commis- 
sion bad  been  appointed  to  examine  and 
report  upon  this  subject,  and  had  already 
pi'oduced  three  reports ;  the  one  of  which, 
that  related  to  the  Accounts,  had  been 
drawn  up  with  great  ability  and  precision^ 
The  subject  had  been  seriously  taken  up  by 
<  his  majesty's  ministers,  who  had  frequent 
communications  with  the  war-office,  rela- 
tive to  some  new  arrangement.  He  could 
assure  the  hon.  member,  that  his  majesty's 
ministers  were  equally  with  himself  im- 

Sressed  with  the  necessity  of  a  compre- 
ensiv«  and  radical  reform  in  th«  business 


of  the  office.  The  Secretary  at  War  then 
went  into  a  detailed  account  of  the  steps 
which  had  been  taken  to  remedy  the 
grievance  since  his  coming  into  office  ; 
and  concluded  by  observing,  that  as  there 
could  be  no  utility  in  pressing  for  the  ac- 
counts at  this  moment,  he  hoped  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  give  up  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Lcmg  agreed  in  the  necessity  of 
adopting  some  new  system  for  the  sim- 
plification of  army  accounts,  for  the  ex- 
cellent system  introduced  by  Mr.  Burke 
would  be  wholly  ineffectual  at  this  time ; 
for  instance,  a  number  of  differences  in  the 
pay  of  the  soldiery  had  been  introduced 
depending  on  the  local,  or  temporary 
prices  of  bread,  or  meat,  at  their  respec-* 
tive  quarters.  Hence,  it  was  not  possible 
to  go  into  a  minute  inquiry  of  the  ac- 
counts, with  any  hope  of  an  accurate 
result. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  that  the  only  practi- 
cable mode  for  attaining  accuracy  in  the 
accounts,  was  to  simplify  the  mode  of 
paying  the  soldiery,  in  investigating  the 
cause  of  the  arrears  which  had  accrued, 
much  would  depend  on  considering  the 
degree  of  zeal,  integrity,  diligence,  and 
intelligence  employed  by  the  persons  to 
whom  the  investigation  was  referred.  Dur- 
ing his  own  continuance  in  office,  he  was 
conscious  that  much  of  each  was  exerted ; 
and  still  the  desirable  result  of  bringing 
up  those  arrears  could  not  be  accomplish- 
ed. The  real  cause  of  accumulation  in 
those  years  was  the  great  increase  of  the 
public  force.  Gentlemen  who  complained 
of  these  arrears  seemed  to  forget  not  only 
the  great  increase  of  the  regular  army,  but 
the  addition  of  the  Army  of  Reserve,  the 
Supplemental  Militia,  the  Volunteers,  and 
Foreign  Corps.  The  grist  had  exceeded 
the  powers  of  the  mill ;  and  to  remedy 
that  defect,  there  must  be  more  mills  and 
more  millers.  However,  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  made  the  motion,  could  pro- . 
duce  any  effectual  plan  to  reniove  the  de- 
fect of  which  \ie  complained,  he  would 
render  a  great  public  beniefit.  But  he 
must  allow  him  to  doubt. the  practicabi- 
lity of  such  a  plan,  from  what  he  himself 
had  already  experienced. 

Mr.  Whitbread  thought  that  if  the  busi- 
ness of  the  army  accounts  was  the  private 
concern  of  an  individual,  there  would  be 
no  more  difficulty  in  avoiding  arrears,  and 
producing  regular  balances,  than  in  any 
mercantile  house.  With  respect  to  the 
foreign  corps,  th^  hon.  gent,  took  occa«^ 
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aion  decidedly  to  censure  the  system 
adopted  by  governmejit,  under  M.  Char- 
milly,  of  enlisting  into  the  British  service 
Prench  prisoners  of  war — men  who,  what- 
ever might  have  been  their  principles^ 
would  not  fail  to  profess  any  opinion  or 
feeling  that  would  procure  for  them  not 
only  liberation  from  imprisonment,  bpt 
bounty,  pay,  and  clothing  in  the  British 
service,  from  which  service,  however,  it 
vas  judged  prudent  to  exchange  them  for 
British  prisoners  of  war  i'l  France,  while 
col.  Charmilly  was  continued  in  fuU  pay 
in  ihe  British  service. 

Mr.  H,  Thornton  said,  that  it  had  fallen 
to  his  lot  as  a  member  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, to  examine  jnany  items  of  those 
accounts,  both  printed  and  written,  with- 
out being  able  to  arrive  at  any  clear  or 
comprehensive  idea  upon  the  subject.  It 
was  one  of  much  complication  and  difficul- 
ty, and  the  committee  of  which  he  had  the 
)3onour  to  be  a  raembf^r,  finding  that  the 
Commissioners  of  Military  Inquiry  were 
occupied  upon  the  same  subject,  deemed 
it  advisable  to  await  their  report  before 
they  proceeded  further  on  the  topic. 

Mr.  hathurst  also  bore  testimony  to  the 
great  diflicuity  of  bringing  up  arrears,  and 
producing  regular  accounts  with  minute 
detail.  He  denied  that  the  system  of  those 
^accounts  was  at  all  to ,  be  compared  with 
the  business  of  a  merchant's  counting- 
house.  It  was  a  mere  business  of  audit  at 
the  war  office,  the  minuter  details  being 
collected  from  a  vast  variety  of  other  de- 
partments; The  production  of  regular  and 
minute  accounts  in  the  way  proposed 
i^'ould  cost  the  country  infinitely  more,  in 
the  addition  of  officers,  than  any  real  ad- 
vantage to  be  attained  was  worth.  It  was 
thcreu)re  necessary  either  to  increase  the 
establishment,  or  diminish  investigation. 
He  should  be  .happy  to  see  the  golden  re- 
medy promised  by  th«  hon.  gent,  who 
made  the  motion ;  but  until  it  was  ex- 
plained and  proved  to  him,  he  must  be  al- 
lowed to  question  its  practicability. 

Mr.  Huakisson,  respect'mg  the  money 
advanced  to  M.  Charmilly,  for  the  enlist- 
ment of  foreign  soldiers,  said,  that  he  ren- 
dered a  fair  and  satisfactory  account ;  but 
he  himself  fully  coincided  in  condemning 
the  enlisting  such  soldiers  into  our  service. 

General  Tarleton  said,  it  was  an  estab- 
lished maxim  in  all  French  books  upon 
military  atiairs,  never  to  enlist  into  the 
army  prisoners  pf  war,  the  subjects  of  a 
JBOstile  state. 

SAx.  Peter  Moore  thought  it  rather  hard 


that  his  hon.  friend  who  moved  for  those 
accounts,  should  be  called  on  to  produce 
and  explain  his  plan,  without  first  giving 
him  the  accounts  which  he  required,  as  the 
data  whereon  to  found  that  plan.  When 
he  received  them,  he  had  no  doubt  of  his 
producing  such  a  plan  as  the  house  would 
deem  worthy  of  its  consideration.  The 
mode  taken  to  remove  the  evil  in  the  war 
office  was  utterly  erroneous,  and  must  con- 
tinue rather  to  increase  than  diminisli  it. 
It  was  not  by  adding  ten  or  twenty  clerks 
to  the  office  in  this  year  or  that,  which 
could  produce  the  desired  effect,  without 
due  regard  to  the  abilities  and  competence 
of  those  clerks.  The  men  wanted  were 
persons  of  real  talent,  and  regular  bred  ac- 
countants, who  were  competent  to  investi- 
gate and  detect  mistakes,  and  not  men  who 
might  be  themselves  peculators,  and  inte- 
rested in  passing  fraudulent  accounts.  Of 
this  class  of  persons  he  would  state  a  case 
that  came  before  the  committee.  One  man 
produced  an  account  on  which  he  claimed 
a  balance  of  102,000/.  due  to  him  by  go- 
vernment, and  expressed  his  surprize  that 
the  money  was  not  paid  him.  Another 
was  called,  and  interrogated  as  to  the  ac- 
curacy of'  this  account,  and  stated  that 
the  claimant,  so  far  from  having  a  just  de- 
mand against  government  for  102,000/. 
was  himself  a  debtor  to  government  of* 
143,000/.  making  only  a,  difference  of 
2t-5,000/.;  and  in  the  counter  statement  to 
shew  this  error,  there  was  an  item  in  ony 
line,  for  mistakes,  31,000/. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  1 1. 

[Mr.  Madocks's  Charge  against  Me, 
Perceval  AND  Lord  Castler^gh.]  Mr. 
Madocks  began  by  moving  that  the  Reso- 
lution of  that  house  on  the  10th  Dec.  1779^ 
be  then  read ;  it  was  read  accordingly, 
and  stated  in  substance,  that  it  is  "  highly 
criminal  for  any  minister  or  ministers,  or 
any  other  servant  of  the  crown  in  Great 
Britain,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  make  uso 
of  the  power  oi  his  office,  in  order  to  influ- 
ence the  election  of  members  of  parlia^ 
ment,  and  that  an  attempt  to  exercise  that 
influence  was  an  attack  upon  the  dignity* 
the  honour,  and  the  independence  oi  par- 
liament, an  infringement  of  the  rights  and 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  an  attempt 
to  sap  the  basis  of  our  free  and  happy  con- 
stituiion.''  Mr.  Madocks  next  moved  the 
Resolution  of  that  house  on  the  2^th  Aprils 
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1809,  be  then  read  ;  it  was  read  acrord- 
iogiy>  and  alledged  in  substance,  "  That 
while  it  was  the  bonnden  duty  of  that 
house  to  maintain  at  all  times  a  jealous 
guard  upon  its  purity,  and  not  tosuBer  any 
attempt  upon  its  privileges  to  pass  unno- 
ticed, the  attempt  in  the  pref;ent  instance 
(that  of  lord  Castiereagh  and  Mr.  Reding), 
not  having  been  carried  into  ellect,  that 
house  did  not  think  it  then  necessary  to 
proceed  to  any  criminatory  resolutions  re- 
specting the  same/'  Mr.  Madocks  then 
said,  that  before  he  proceeded  to  redeem 
the  pledge  he  had  given  to  the  house  of 
bringing  forward  the  charges  he  had  that 
day  to  adduce,  he  thought  it  right  to  re- 
mind them  of  the  opinion  they  had  record- 
ed of  that  criminal  conduct,  of  which  he 
then  rose  to  accuse  two  of  their  own  body. 
Before  he  entered  directly  into  the  state- 
ment of  his  charge,  he  trusted  that  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  house  would  allow  him  to 
make  a  few  preliminary  observations,  aris- 
ing out  of  and  bearing  upon  the  subject. 
In  his  attempt  at  that  time  to  discharge 
his  duty,  he  hoped  that  he  would  discharge 
it  in  a  manner  that  became  his  sense  of 
it ;  and  in  the  first  place,  he  was  most 
Mixious  to  abstain  from  every  thing  per- 
«onal,  from  any  thing  that  could  give  pre- 
tcnce^for  an  imputation  of  the  kind  ;  for 
he  could  in  truth  say,  that  no  such  charge 
could  be  justly  imputed  to  him.  He  was 
influenced  by  no  personal  motivesf  it  was 
to  measures  he  looked,  not  to  individuals. 
He  entirely  overlooked  the  men  in  the 
system  ;  a  system  which  seemed  to  say, 
that  corruption  was  necessary  to  govern 
Englishmen  ;  a  system,  which  seemed  to 
say  that  the  English  constitution  was  in- 
adequate without  the  aid  of  corruption  to 
the  purposes  of  good  government,  was  in- 
sufficient without  corruption  for  social  or- 
der, foreign  relations^  or  self-defence.  He 
denied,  in  the  name  of  the  constitution,  the 
necessity  of  such  a  sy  Mem,  and  thought  that 
any  attempt  to  argue  its  necessity  was  one 
©f  the  strongest  proofs  of  its  dangerous  and 
fatal  tendency.  It  was  against  such  a  sys- 
tem his  hostility  was  directed, and  when  he 
stood  forth  in  that  house  the  avowed  enemy 
of  corruption,  he  felt  he  had  a  right  to  claim 
the  alliance  of  the  hon  gentlemen  opposite 
ia  the  same  cause,  who  had  recently  stated 
that  if  instances  of  corruption  did  exist,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  house  to  hunt  them 
out,  and  drag  them  to  light.  In  that 
feeling  he  shared  with  those  hon.  gentle- 
men, and  trusted  that  (he  indignation 
"they  seeaied  to  express  at  th^  theory  of 


corruption  would  not  be  allayed  by  an 
exposition  of  the  practice.  He  for  his 
part,  was  no  party  man — he  was  bound  to 
no  man,  or  any  set  of  men,  except  as  far  as 
he  agreed  with  those  who  were  anxious  for 
the  extirpation  of  corruption  and  abuses  of 
every  kind,  and  the  restoration,  in  their 
original  purity,  of  all  the  good  and  sound 
old  principles  of  the  constitution.  This 
was  what  he  looked  for,  and  idiat,  if  tb« 
house  and  the  country  were  true  to  them- 
selves, he  did  not  yet  despair  of  attaining. 
It  was  a  favourite  opinion  with  some  of  the 
right  hon.  gentlemen  that  no  times  were 
less  corrupt  than  the  present,  that  thiswas, 
as  it  were,  the  age  of  purity.  If  such  an 
opinion  was  well  founded,  it  would  be  ra- 
ther inconsistent  with  such  an  opinion, and 
not  very  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  such 
times,  to  resort  to  any  party  expedient,  in 
order  to  resist  or  to  evade  any  direct 
charge  of  corruption  against  any  indivi* 
dual  whatever.  Gentlemen,  therefore, 
who  thought  so  purely  of  present  times, 
and  public  men,  would  no  doubt,  with  a 
suitable  jealousy,  insist  upon  every  charge 
of  corruption  being  directly  met,  minutely 
examined  into,  and  impartially  decided 
upon.  Upon  a  former  night  he  ha(]  beeil 
accused  of  having  been  guilty  of  a  viola- 
tion of  the  usual  courtesy  of  that  house,  in 
not  having  given  the  customary  notice  to 
the  hon.  gentlemen  particularly  interested 
in  the  charges  he  bad  to  bring  forward. 
To  this  he  could  only  reply  by  reminding 
the  house  that  two  or  three  years  ago, 
when  a  member  of  that  house  (Mr.  Ashe- 
ton  Smith)  presented  the  Hampshire  Peti- 
tion, it  was  objected  by  the  gentleman 
charged  with  undue  interference  in  the 
Southampton  election,  (Mr.  Freemantle,) 
and  complained  of  by  his  friends,  that  no 
notice  whatever  had  been  given  that  gent, 
of  the  charge  to  be  preferred  against  him — 
but  it  was  at  the  same  time  contended  by 
those  now  composing  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment, that  the  Petition  should  be  received, 
and  that  the  allegations  contained  in  it 
should  be  brought  under  the  special  consi- 
deration of  the  house.  In  thatopinionthe 
house  concurred  j  thinking  then,  as  be 
hoped  they  would  now,  that  where  the 
charge  was  of  so  serious  nature,  involving 
the  paramount  miestion  of  their  own  pri- 
vileges, it  would  not  become  their  dignity 
or  their  justice  to  sufiier  themselves  to  be  led 
away  from  so  great  an  object  by  any  light 
objection  to  mere  introductory  informa^ 
I i ties.  He  did  not  wish  to  take  any  hon. 
gent,  by  surprise,  nor  was  the  charge  be 
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had  to  bfing  forward  eafmlated  to  do  so. 
It  was  a  charge  that  the  moment '  it  was 
heard  might  be  rebutted  by  an  innocent 
man,  unless  it  would  be  contended  that 
there  were  degrees  of  corruption  now  so 
sanctioned  by  prescription,  that  thai  hou^e 
must  necessarily  connive  at  them.  He 
was  of  an  opposite  opinion — an  epinion 
founded  upon  the  history  of  better  times. 
Id  the  whole  course  of  the  history  of  Eng- 
land he  no  where  found  that  Sinecure 
Places  and  Offices,  and  Rotten  Boroughs, 
were  to  be  considered  and  renerated  ascom- 
prising  the  palladium  of  England.  He 
read  no  where  that  the  constitution  was 
only  to  be  preserved  by  the  preservation 
of  its  abuses.  He  rather  believed  that  it 
would  be  best  secured  by  rooting  out 
socb  abuses ;  and  that  the  spirit  in  which 
a  memorable  attack  upon  corruption  had 
originated  with  an  hon.  friend  below  him 
(Mr.  Whitbread),  and  in  which  another 
had  been  conducted  so  lately  by  his  hon. 
ifiend  (Mr.  Wardle,)  was  the  best  stay 
to  which  the  constitution  could  look  for 
safety  and  support.  Serious  as  the  charges 
were  which  had  been  brought  in  both  the 
instances  he  alluded  to,  they  were  compa- 
ratively trifling,  when  considered  in  rela- 
tion to  that  most  flagitious  of  all  abuses,  by 
which  the  influence  of  the  Treasury  was 
exerted  in  returning  members  to  that 
house.  In  the  good  old  times  of  the 
country,  the  crime  was  looked  upon  in  its 
proper  light — it  was"considered  as  friught 
with  the  most  drt^adful  consequences.  In 
1734,  sir  John  St.  Aubin  declared  in  that 
house  that  such  a  system  alone  could  give 
the  last  fatal  blow  to  the  liberties  of  the 
country,  and  that  if  the  Treasury  governed 
that  house,  the  popular  part  of  the  con- 
stitution was  none  for  ever — that  the  peo- 
ple might  continue  to  exist,  but  that  the 
doors  of  that  house  would  be  effectually 
closed  against  their  wishes  and  their  wants. 
But  he  would  read  to  the  house  the  pas- 
sage:— "  tor  if  a  minister  should  ever 
gain  a  corrupt  familiarity  with  otir  Bo- 
roughs, if  he  should  keep  a  register  pf  them 
in  his  closet,-  and  by  sending  down  his 
Xreasm-y  mandates,  should  procure  a 
spurious  •  representation  of  the  people, 
the  off4>ring  of  his  corruption,  who  will 
be  at  all  times  ready  to  reconcile  and 
justify  the  most  contradictory  measures 
of  his  admmistration — if  the  mainten- 
ance of  his  power  should  become  the  sole 
object  of  their  attention,  and  they  should 
be  guilty  of  the  most  violent  breach  of 
pzx&sORUXzry  tiuit^  by  giving  the  king  a  i 


discretionary  liberty  of  taxing  the  peeple 
without  limitation  or  controal,  the  \mt 
fatal  compliment  they  can  pay  the  crown ; 
if  this  should  erer  he  the  unhappy  circum-*' 
stance  of  this  nation,  the  peopie  ind^etl 
may  complain,  but  the  doors  of  that  place 
wh^re  the  if  com  plain  IB  should  be  heard 
will  be  for  ever  shut  agiiinst  them.  Let 
country  gentlemen,  by  having  frequent 
opportunities  of  exerting  themselves,  b« 
kept  active  in  their  contention  for  the 
public  good,  this  will  raise  tliat  zeal  and 
indignation,  which  will  at  last  get  the 
belter  of  those  undue  influences,  by  which 
the  officers  of  the  crown,  though  unknown 
to  the  several  boroughs,  have  been  aWe  to 
supplant  country  gentlemen  of  great  cha^ 
racter  and  fof tune,  who  live  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood.''— The  nature  of  that  influence 
branched  out  into  so  many  and  various 
ways  of  misiipplying  the  money  taken  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  people,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  have  an  adequate  idea  of  its 
magnitude  and  danger,  or  to  be  too  Vigilant 
in  retrenching  the  one  and  guarding  against 
the  other.  He  had  already  signified  hift 
intention  of  taking  an  early  opportunity 
of  submitting  to  the  consideration  of  the 
house  the  present  state  of  certain  bo- 
roughs in  England.  He  trusted  that  the 
statement  he  should  then  submit  to  the 
house  Would  induce  them  to  a  revision  of 
the  entire  system  of  boroughs.  He  should 
take  the  liberty  of  adverting  at  present  to 
one  or  two  instances  of  this  borough  in- 
fluence. The  first  was  the  borough  of 
Hastings,  which  consisted  of  only  fourteen 
voters.  The  right  of  election  bein^  in  the 
Corporation.  This  borough  was  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  Mi  I  wood  and  his  son,  who 
were  agents  for  government,  and  were 
the  mayor  of  the  town  alternately.  The 
younger  Mr.  Milwood  was  comptroller  of 
the  excise,  with  a  salary  of  1,125/.  per 
annum,  a  place  which  was  nearly,  if  not 
quite  a  sinecure,  though  by  the  5th  of 
William  and  Mary,  chapter  the  30ih,  col- 
lectors and  officers  in  the  e^lccise  were  in- 
terdicted from  any  interference  in  elec- 
tions. If  the  sum  of  1,425/.  be  multiplied 
by  seven,  it  would  be  found  that  it  cost 
the  people  for  every  parliament  9,975/, 
— With  respect  to  the  borough  of  ]Rye 
there  were  but  six  electors.  Mr.  Thomas 
Lamb  was  agent  for  the  Treasury,  and 
this  gentleman  Was  in  the  ei^joymeiitofthe 
lucrative  situation  of  tally-cutter,  another 
in  the  Exchequer,  and  was  also  cursitor  of 
Hampshire.  This  borough  vras  under  si- 
milar restrictions  is  the  tdsft  slenCioiied 
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borough  of  Hastings. — The  next  borough 
he  should  advert  to  was  that  of  Cambridge. 
Here  the  agent  for  government  was  Mr. 
John  Mortlake,  a  banker,  and  resident  at 
Cambridge.  This  gentleman  was  receiver- 
general  of  the  post-office,  with  a  salary 
of  800/.  per  annum,  and  had  a  deputy,  ^ 
Mr.  Bowden,'ata  salary  of  500/.  a  year, 
though  by  the  9ih  Anne,  chapter  1 0th, 
officers  of  the  post-office  were  prohibited 
from  interfering  in  elections. — The  next 
borough  he  should  mention  was  that  of 
Queenborough.  The  influence  of  this 
borough  was  divided  between  the  ord- 
nance and  the  admiralty.  The  amount 
of  the  Salaries  of  the  places  held  by  the 
freemen  of  the  borough  under  the  ord- 
nance and  the  navy  boards  was  annually 
2|368/.  So  that  the  public  money  paid  to 
the  electors  of  Queenborough,  during  a 
parliament  of  seven  years  or  sessions,  in- 
dependent of  other  sorts  of  influence, 
amounted  to  no  less  a  sum  than  14,i>76/. 
Not  to  mention  that  the  boroughs  of  West- 
bury  and  New  Romney  were  openly  sold  for 
money. — But  of  all  the  various  corrup- 
tions and  abuses;  of  all  the  fatal  misap- 
plications of  the  public  money,  none  he 
thought  so  imperatively  called  for  an  im- 
mediate check  as  the  corrupt  interference 
to  which  he  had  already  alluded,  exei*- 
cised  by  the  Treasury,  to  procure  the  re- 
turn of  members  to  that  house. — This,  con- 
tinued Mr.  Madocks,  is  poisoning  the 
fountain  of  health.  The  only  quarter  to 
which  we  can  look  for  the  prevention 
or  redress  of  other  corruption.  What, 
Sir,  can  be  more  fatal  than  to  suffer  any 
thing  to  vitiate  the  legislative,  inquisi- 
torial, and  remedial  branches  of  the  con- 
stitution; it  has  been  always  he!d,  in  all 
periods  of  our  history,  that  any  corrup- 
tion practised  by  individuals  to  obtain 
seats  in  this  house,  is  an  oflence  against 
the  constitution,  and  laws  have  from  time 
to  time  been  enacted  conformably  to  that 
principle  ;  but  for  the  executive  power  to 
attempt  to  corrupt  the  legislative,  has 
been  considered  as  most  fatal,  and  your 
Journals  and  Resolutions  proclaim  the 
enormity  of  such  offence  in  the  eye  of  thi^ 
constitution.  Treasury  influence,  from 
the  various  shapes  it  assumes,  may,  in  its 
nature,  be  divided  into  several  classes ; 
but  that  the  most  alarming  and  obnoxious 
is  where  public  money  is  made  instru- 
mental to  the  return  of  members  to  this 
house,  either  by  actually  buying  or  selling 
seats  with  money,  or  by  applying  annually 
part  of  the  taxes  taken  out  of  the  pockets 


of  the  people  towards  the  keeping  up  a 
corrupt  influence  in*  the  boroughs  which 
return  members  at  the  nomination  of 
the  Treasury,  while  those  members  again 
pay  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  the  Trea- 
sury for  their  sea*"*,  which  money  is  car- 
ried to  a  certain  I'und,  and  then  doled 
out  to  carry  elections  in  other  places.^-But^ 
Sir,  having  enumerated  these  cases,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  submitted  to 
a  Committee  to  examine,  sift,  and  regu- 
late, I  now  come.  Sir,  to  a  case  of  what  I 
consider  as  aggravated  in  the  extreme,  and 
one  that  calls  for  an  immediate  investiga- 
tion at  your  Bar.  I  mean.  Sir,  the  case 
of  the  borough  of  Cashel  in  Ireland,  in  all 
the  transactions  relating  to  which  at  the 
last  general  election,  and  since  that  time« 
it  will  be  found  that  the  Treasury  have 
conducted  themselves  not  only  directly  in 
the  teeth  of  your  Resolutions,  but  have 
exercised  an  influence  beyond  all  parallel, 
and  have  not  only  violated  the  constitu- 
tion in  the  most  unequivocal  manner,  but, 
have  inflicted  signal  injustice  on  a  lAost 
honourable  individual,  because  he  had  too 
strict  a  sense  of  propriety  to  vote  against 
his  conscience,  ^nd  what  he  felt  to  be  his 
right  line  of  duty.  The  conduct  of  the 
hon.  gent,  to  whom  I  allude,  has  in  this 
instance  been  so  strikingly  correct,  manly 
and  upright,  that  1  am  confident  he  will 
meet  with,  as  he  is  entitled  to,  the  esteem 
of  every  honest  man.  This  is  not  an  in- 
choate or  unfinished  act.  Sir,  it  is  to  this 
case  that,  for  the  present,  I  propose  to  call 
the  particular  attention  of  the  house,  and 
to  conclude  with  a  motion  for  hearing 
evidence  at  the  Bar,  in  support,  of  the 
statement,  the  facts  of  \4hich  I  am  fully 
prepared  to  prove.  I  have  so  far  depart* 
ed  from  the  proceeding  of  the  other  night, 
though  I  cannot,  on  a  revision  of  the  pre- 
cedent, fuid  that  I  am  not  fully  justified  in 
such  a  course.  1  aQlrni  then,  that  Mr. 
Dick  purchased  a  Seat  in  this  house 
for  the  borough  of  Cashel,  through  the 
agency  of  the  honourable  Henry  Wel- 
leslcy,  who  acted  for  and  on  behalf  of 
the  Treasury ;  that  upon  a  recent  ques- 
tion of  the  last  importance,  when  Mr^ 
Dick  had  determined  to  vote  according 
to  his  conscience,  the  noble  lord  (Castle- 
reagb)  did  intimate  to  that  gentleman, 
the  necessity  of  either  his  voting  with 
the  government^  or  resigning  his  Seat  in 
that  house ;  and  that  Mr.  Dick,  sooner 
than  vote  against  principle,  did  make 
choice  of  the  latter  alternative,  and  did 
vacate  his  Seat  accordinj^ly ;  to  this  traoji- 
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action  I  charge  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Perceval),  as  being  privy  and  having  con- 
nived at  it;  this  I  will  engage  to  prove  by 
Witnesses  at  your  Bar,  if  the  house  will 
give  me  leave  to  call  them  ;  if  the  house 
will  permit  me  to  do  so,  I  am  latisfied  that 
they  could  not  take  a  more  direct  .metho<l 
to  remedy  the  abuses  in  the  representative 
system  of  such  places  as  Hastings,  Rye, 
Cambridge,  Queen borough,and  many  other 
places  that  could  be  mentioned,  where 
large  annnd  sums  were  paid  out  of  the 
taxes,  in  the  maintenance  of  sinecure  of- 
fices and  places  to  uphold  the  influence  of 
the  Treasury  in  such  boroughs. — I  shall 
now.  Sir,  detain  you  no  longer  than  by 
again  asserting  the  purity  of  my  motives. 
They  originate  in  my  aversion  to  such 
practices,  which,  .(to  use  the  concluding 
language  of  the  ever-memorable  Hamp- 
shire Petition),  with  all  due  deference 
to  the  superior  wisdom  of  the  house,  I 
Tenture  to  describe  as  "  calculated  to  bring 
into  discredit  the  government  of  the 
country,  and  to  shake  the  confidence  of 
the  people  in  the  honour  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  House  of  Commons.'' — I  have, 
therefore,  like  the  Petitioners,  felt  it  my 
boundendut^,  not  only  to  my  constituents, 
and  to  my  fellow-subjects,  but  especially 
to  the  house,  to  bring  under  their  notice 
these  outrages,  as  I  deem  them,  against 
the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  I  have 
been  encouraged  the  more  to  do  so  by 
the  Resolution  which  stands  recorded  in 
the  Journals,  which  has  been  thi»  day 
l-ead  at  your  table,  and  also  by  the  lan- 
guage contained  in  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  Resolution  which  was  recorded 
on  your  Journals  but  sixteen  days  ago. 

Here  the  hon.  gent,  sat  down,  and  m- 
mediately  the  Chancellor  of  (he  Exche- 
quer rose,  when  lord  Folkestone  called 
tiie  right  hon.  gent,  to  order,  and  con- 
tended that  he  need  not  withdraw,  and 
ought  not  to  be  heard,  according  to  the 
precedent  of  Shepherd,  until  the  motion 
of  his  hon.  friend  was  before  the  house. 
Here  a  short  discussion,  as  to  the  point  of 
order,  arose  between  lord  Folkestone,  sir 
John  Anstruther,  and  Mr.  Horner,  when, 
upon  the  Speaker's  interposition,  it  was 
agreed  that  Mr.  Perceval  and  lord  Castle- 
reagh  should  be  severally  heard  in  their 
defence,  and  be  permitted  to  withdraw 
before  the  motion  was  put  from  the  Chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Per- 
ceval) theh  rose,  and  ^aid  that  he  had 
waited  for  the  decision  of  gentlemen  upon 
ih»  point  9f  9rd«r,  as  he  felt  himself  na- 


turally anxious  to  conform  to  whatever 
was  the  wish  of  the  house,  as  to  the  form 
of  their  proceedings  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion. He  however  acknowledged  that  be 
was  prepared  to  expect  the  decision  that 
had  been  made  by  the  Chair,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  his  then  speaking,  and  after- 
wards immediately  retiring.  He  did  not 
wish  to  quarrel  with  or  canvas  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  wish  of  the 
house,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  was 
to  act  in  the  present  instance,  but  he 
thought  that  the  usage  of  the  house  on 
such  occasions  was  founded  in  wisdom, 
as  the  presence  of  the  individual  ac- 
cused during  the  agitation  of  the  charges 
against  him  might  be  fairly  suspected 
to  operate  in  a  way  that  would  fetter 
and  restrain  the  freedom  of  the  discus- 
sion itself.  At  the  same  time  he  felt 
that  that  order  of  the  house  was  not 
without  its  inconveniences  as  well  as  itf 
advantages.  It  might  be  as  much,  if  not 
more  necessary  to  the  just  viiidicatioD 
of  a  man's  innocence,  to  hear  the  close 
of  a  discussion  of  that  sort  as  well  as 
the  commencement,  and  perhaps  tho 
progress  of  it  as  much  as  either ;  but 
be  that  as  it  might,  the  couriie  being  other- 
wise, it  was  for  him  now  only  to  abide  by 
it.  And  here  he  was  free  to  confess,  that 
he  felt  exceeding  great  doubt  as  to  tho 
line  of  address  which  it  best  became  him 
in  that  situation  to  pursue.  If  he  thought 
it  mere  criminatory  proceeding  against 
an  individual  of  that  house,  for  alledged 
mal- practices,  there  he  could  have  no 
doubt  that  the  house  would  willingly  en- 
tertain the  Charge,  and  of  course  the  in- 
dividual would  proceed  at  once  upon  his 
defence,  meeting  the  charges  either  with 
direct  denial,  explanation  of  the  fact,  or 
examination  into  the  law  arising  out  of  the 
fact.  But  ^with  respect  to  the  present 
charge,  he  confessed  that  he  could  not 
look  upon  it  in  that  simple  light.  As  well 
as  he  understood  the  hon.  gent,  he  inti- 
ma^d  in  the  opening  of  his  charges,  that 
there  was  still  behind  them  a  mass  of . 
other  matter;  and,  indeed,  that  intimation 
had  been  sufficiently  illustrated  in  the  de- 
tailed statements  entered  into  by  the  hon; 
gent,  respecting  the  boroughs  of  Hastings, 
Rye,  Cambridge,  and  Queenborough.  By 
stating  these  circumstances  it  did  appear 
that  it  was  not  so  much  the  vindication  of 
the  injured  honour  of  that  house  which 
was  the  object,  as  that  more  general  one 
of  following  up  the  pursuit  of  what  was 
d«nomiaated  '  a  ctrtaio  system.'    This>  it 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


495]         PAUL;  I>£BATES,  Mat  1 1,  1809.— Mr.  Madocks's  Charge  agaisut        [4g« 


seemed,  was  to  foe  a  first  «tep  to  general 
Keform.  The  notice  with  respect  to  the 
great  measure  itself  appeared  to  have  been 
withdrawn,  and  this  proceeding  to  be  sub- 
stituted jn  its  place.  If  this  was  so,  per- 
haps the  house  woutd  think  it  right  to 
pause,  before  they  lent  their  sanction  to 
snch  a  mode  of  introducing  the  discussion 
of  any  great  public  question ;  (hear,  hear !) 
Perhaps  they  woura  feel  it  to  be  their  in- 
dispensible  duty  not  to  establish  a  prece- 
dent that  would  introduce  a  system  of  in- 
quisitorial proceedings,  fraught  with  the 
Oftost' violent  inroads  upon  all  species  of 
private  and  social  confidence  (Hear, 
liear!).  No  i&atter  through  what  means 
the  charge  had  been  elicited — no  matter 
how  sacred  the  confidence  the  discovery 
had  violated,  or  how  solemn  the  engage- 
nents  it  had  broken  through,  (hear,  hear !) 
aX  any  period  it  would  be  ill  advised  to 
establish  such  a  precedent,  but  particularly 
to  at  the  present  day.  They  lived  in  a 
time  in  which  the  popular  appetite  fed 
«pon  attacks  on  public  men.  The  favour- 
ite doctrine  was,  that  public  men  must  be 
oecessarily  corrupt ;  and  they  were  th^ 
purest  patiiots  who  prosecuted  most  charges 
against  them — they  lived  in  a  time  wh^n 
they  saw  individuals  raised  to  the  highest 
atat«  of  popularity,  and  honoured  witj&: 
crowded  tributes  of  the  nation's  gratitude^ 
and  applause  for  prosecuting  such  charges. 
Those  who  were  ambitious  of  the  same 
flattering  distinctions  might  think  it  wise 
to  pursue  the  same  course — no  matter 
whatever  the  means,  if  the  end  could  be 
attained.  They  had  seen  private  conG- 
dence  abused. — they  had  heard  of  letters 
being  seized  in  the  unsuspectiitg  moments 
of  social  intercourse,  and  had  known  se- 
rious charges  to  be  grounded  upon  the 
public  disclosure  of  those  very  letters 
(hear,  hear !,)  and  they  had  seen  those  who 
thought  it  necessary  to  resort  to  such 
means,  not  to  confirm,  but  to  institute  a 
charge  which  ranks  high  in  the  esteem 
and  veneration  of  the  people  of  this  coun« 
try  ;  whether  at  such  a  time  it  would  be 
wise  to  warrant  such  species  of  charged  as 
merely  intr(>ductory  to  the  agitation  of  the 
great  question  of  Reform,  he  led  it  to  the 
house  to  determine  ;  but  as  far  as  he  might 
be  allowed  to  judge,  he  rather  thought 
that  it  would  be  more  consistent  with 
what  was  due  from  him  to  the  house  and 
to  the  public,  if  he,  for  the  present,  de- 
clined putting  in  the  plea  (he  could  so 
conscientiously  put  in),  until  that  house 
had  come  to  a  det^nnioation  on  the  pro- 


priety of  entertaining  that  charge  or  not^ 
(hear,  hear!)  protesting  at  the  same  time 
against  any,  the  slightest  inference  of  his 
guik  from  his  deferring  such  a  |>lea  ttU 
after  that  decision. — ^Then  would  he  come 
before  them  prepared,  and  indeed  (what 
he  was  not  yet)  in  a  manner  authorised 
to  meet  that  cliarge,  and  explain,  ats  he 
trusted  he  could  do,  every  particular  re- 
lating to  the  transaction  upon  which  the 
charge  had  been  grounded ;  and  he  did 
not  despair  of  that  explanation  proving  sa- 
tisfactory to  the  house,  and  vindicatory  of 
his  own  honour.  Before  the  house  had 
come  to  such  a  decision,  he  should  not  hold 
it  wise  in  any  public  man  to  ent^r  into 
an  explanation  of  the  circumstances  upon 
the  one  side  or  the  otiher.  He  should  say 
no  more,  but  make  his  hovr  to  the  Chair, 
as  was  usual  in  such  cases,  ajid  leave  it 
with  the  house  to  determine  as  they  in  their 
judgment  might  think  proper. — ^The  right 
hon.  gentleman  then  made  his  obeisance 
to  the  Speakerr  and  retired  amkbt  the  ge- 
neral cheers  of  the  house. 

Lord  CaHiertagh  then  rose,  and  said» 
that  he  could  not  express  what  he  fek  on 
this  occasion  better,  nor  more  adequately, 
than  by  adopting  the  statement  which 
had  been  made  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
who  had  just  left  the  house.  He  had  no* 
thing  to  add  to  that  statement,  and  fully 
adopted  every  part  of  it.  Whatever  might 
be  the  practice  on  similar  occasions,  he 
could  not,  under  the  circumstances  in 
which  he  was  placed,  sit  in  the  house  dnr* 
ing  the  discussion  of  the  question.  He 
did  not  conceive  that  he  was  in  the  pre- 
sent stage  of  the  business  bound  to  give 
that  explanation  which  he  was  confident 
he  could,  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  house  to  enter  into  the  in^'estigation. 
To  the  house,  therefore,  he  should  leave  it 
to  determine,  whether  he  should  be  called 
upon  to  give  that  explanation,  which  at 
present  he  was  prepared  to  do,  if  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  called  for^  on  this  oc- 
casion. (The  noble  Lord  then  made  hit 
bow,  and  withdrew). 

Mr.  Madocks  then  explicitly  movedt 
That  the  said  Charge  against  the  right  hon« 
Spencer  Perceval  and  lord  viscount  Cas* 
tiereagh  should  be  heard  at  the  bar  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Tiemey  suggested  the  propriety  of 
having  the  Paper,  from  which  the  honour- 
able member  had  read  the  information  he 
communicated  to  the  house,  laid  upon  th« 
table,  in  order  that  gentlemen  might  hav« 
an  opportunity  of  ascdKtaining  what  th« 
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information  was.  At  present  they  could 
only  collect  it  from  what  they  could  re- 
member of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man ;  and  many  members,  who  had  come 
into  the  house  since  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  concluded,  could  not  possibly  have 
any  knowledge  of  the  information  it  con- 
veyed. He  thought  it  right  that  before 
the  house  should  come  to  a  vote,  they 
should  know  exactly  what  it  was  upon 
which  they  were  to  decide. 

The  Precedent  was  then  read  by  the 
Clerk  at  the  table. 

The  Speaker  stated  that  it  would  be  con- 
Tenient  for  the  house  to  know  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  hon.  mover  to  re- 
gulate his  future  proceedings  by  the  pre- 
cedent in  the  case  of  Mr.  Samuel  Shep- 
herd. He  wished  that  the  two  Resolutions 
subsequent  to  the  information  being  given 
by  a  member  in  his  place,  should  be  read. 
— The  two  Resolutions  were  accordingly 
read  : — the  first,  where  a  reference  was 
made  to  the  protest  of  Mr.  Shepherd,  as 
to  his  innocence,  and  the  next  as  to  the 
particular  boroughs,  viz.  Newport  and 
vVootton  Basset,  where  he  had  been  guilty 
of  the  corrupt  practices,  and-  the  course 
pursued  by  the  house  in  consequence. — 
From  this  precedent-it  did  appear,  resumed 
the  Speaker,  that  after  the  member  made 
the  information  to  the  house,  a  motion 
was  made  to  heai'  the  accused  at  the  bar, 
previous  to  which  hearng  the  particulars 
of  the  charge  were  ordered  to  be  given  to 
them  in  writing  ;  and,  lastly,  tl^iat  a  par- 
ticular day  should  be  fixed. 

Mr.  Whiibrcad  said,  he  apprehended  it 
would  not  have  been  consistent  with  the 
course  of  proceedings,  had  his  hon.  friend 
given  in  any  written  charge,  and  that 
therefore  this  being  an  oral  charge,  he 
could  have  no  objection  to  leave  out  of  the 
motion,  now  to  be  made,  the  naming  any 
specific  day,  when  it  should  be  heard  iC 
the  bar.  We  all  knew,  that  in  the  late 
case  relative  to  the  Duke  of  York,  the 
charge  was  orally  made,  and  yet  the  house 
appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
charge..  As  to  the  statement  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  near  him,  (Mr.  Tierney)  that 
many  of  the  members  did  not  understand 
the  nature  of  the  charge,  he  had  to  ob- 
serve, that  it  was  always  presumed  (hat  all 
members  were  in  the  house,  and  that  the 
house  collectively  speaking  was  that  body 
present  at  the  time  the  charge  was  made, 
with  the  exceptipn,  that  we  individual 
charged  must  be  nece38arn3r  present,  par- 
ticularly where  an  oral  charge  was  made. 

Vot.  XIV. 


To  remove  all  objections  to  the  motion,  hm 
thought  that  the  word  '  now'  might  b« 
left  out,  so  as  to  leave  the  day  when  evi- 
dence should  be  heard  undetermined. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  This  is  of  th« 
nature  of  a  double  question,  the  latter  part 
presuming  an  affirmative  of  the  former; 
and  therefore  when  it  is  said  that  the 
charge  shall  be  taken  into  consideration 
upon  a  certain  day,  the  hon.  gent,  takes  it 
for  granted  that  the  charge  shall  be  g0D« 
into.  This  would  render  the  motion  ob-. ' 
jectionable,  but  if  so  altered  as  has  been 
suggested,  I  apprehend  there  can  be  no 
objection  to  the  charge  being  entertained, 
and  the  first  question  upon  an  oral  charge 
is  certainly  as  to  whether  it  shall  be  en- 
tertained or  not.  If  it  be  determined  that 
it  should  be  entertained,  it  will  then  be- 
come a  matter  of  justice  that  it  should  be 
put  into  so  clear  a  shape,  as  that  it  may 
be  delivered  in  writing  to  the  members  so 
charged  ;  and  in  order  that  the  house 
may  be  enabled  to  know  what  they  are  to 
discuss  upon  a  future  day. 

liOrd  FolkesUme,  If  the  house  be  to 
conform  itself  to  this  precedent  as  a 
standard,  I  hope  they  will  adopt  itstrictly^ 
for  otherwise  we  shall  fall  into  error.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  opposite  says,  he  hopes 
that  the  charge  will  be  given  to  the  ac- 
cused in  a  particular  form  ;  that  may  be 
very  convenient  toHiim  and  his  colleagues, 
but  it  is  not  so  in  the  precedent,  for  in  it 
there  appears  to  have  been  merely  a  state- 
ment of  the  names  of  places,  where  cor- 
ruption and  bribery  had  been  alledged  to 
have  existed.  There  can  be  nothing  lest 
precise  or  particular  than  such  a  charge  ; 
and  therefore  I  think  it  will  be  sufficient, 
to  deliver  in  the  present  one  in  as  general 
words  as  were  used  upon  that  former  oc- 
casion. 

Mr.  Madocks  then  begged  leave  to 
move,  **  That  the  matter  of  the  Charge  b« 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  house." — Mr. 
Whitbread  and  sir  F.  Burdett  both  rose  to 
second  the  motion. — Upon,  the  motion  be* 
ing  put  from  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Cartwright  said  he  was  decidedly 
adverse  to  the  motion,  and  whether  he  re- 
ferred to  the  notice  upon  which  it  was 
founded,  or  the  opinions  of  the  hon.  gent, 
who  brought  it  forward,  as  expressed  in 
the  Resolutions  which  he  seconded  at  the ' 
Crown  and  Anchor,  he  could  only  consi- 
der it  as  the  first  step  to  Parliamentary 
Reform.  Mr.  Cartwright  was  not  ashamed 
to  acknowledge  himself  one  of  those,  far 
too  much  attached  to  the  constitution  as  it 
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h,  and  ht  too  semibte  erf  the  ble^ngs  so 
^bundanHy  dHFused  thfoagbout  every 
class  of  people  in  this  country,  to  give  his 
support  or  countenance  to  any  change  or 
Innovation.  He  wishetl  however  to  guard 
Against  being  supposed  an  advocate  for 
corruption  ;  it  «vas  not  the  case,  but  in  his 
6pnion  we  had  the  means  of  correcting 
Abusts  already  in  our  hands.  The  courts 
of  law  were  open,  and  recourse  might  be 
had  to  them.  He  would  not  risk  the  loss 
of  the  blessings  and  advantages  we  now 
possessed,  m  pursuit  of  any  wild  or  vi- 
sionary object  of  Reform.  We  had  much 
to  lose,  and  little  to  gain  ;  and  whatever 
might  have  been  the  language  lately  held 
at  public  meetmgs,  be  should  ever  main- 
tain there  was  more  real  liberty,  more 
real  equality  of  condition,  more  equal  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  more  security  of 
property  and  person,  and  more  genuine 
principles  of  freedom  in  this  country,  than 
ever  existed  heretofore  in  any  other  na- 
tion  upon  earth. — With  respect  to  the 
question  of  Reform,  he  conceived  there 
Werfe  three  points  to  be  considered  :  The 
evil,  the  remedy,  and  the  motive.  .He 
had  no  diflSculty  in  saying,  in  his  opinion 
no  evil  existed ;  there  was  no  evil  to  be 
complained  of,  and  consequently  no  reme- 
dy to  be  applied ;  and  even  those  who 
did  think  there  was  something  which  re- 
quired correction,  did  nol,  any  two  of  them, 
agree  upon  the  remedy.  It  was  said  on 
at  former  night,  that  should  Reform  of  Par- 
liament be  determined  upon,  the  advocates 
fbr  it  would  not  know  where  to  begin  or 
where  to  end.  Mr.  Cartwright  did  not 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Windham)  who  made  that  remark — they 
would  know  where  to  begin^  because  they 
would  begin  by  pulling  down,  and  then 
not  know  what  to  re-build.  With  respect 
tb  the  motive,  a  celebrated  writer  had  said 
upon  the  subject  of  Reforms,  *'  Beware 
that  it  be  the  reformation  that  draweth  on 
the  change,  and  not  the  desire  of  change 
that  prctendeth  the  reformation."  Mr. 
Cartwright  would  not  impute  kny  impro- 
per motive  to  any  member  of  (hat  house  ; 
but  he  had  no  doobt  there  were  many  out 
of  the  house,  whose  object  it  wa^,  under  tlie 
pretence  and  cover  of  Reform,  to  introduce 
confiision,  and  prepare  the  way  for  revo- 
lutionary projects.  It  was  said  our  rights 
and  liberties  were  in  danger.  Mr.  C. 
could  not  help  calling  to  the  recollection 
of  the  house,  how  often  the  cry  of  liberty 
had  in  all  ages  been  perverted  and  em- 
ployed as  the  instiiiment  of  mischief;  and 


how  often  the  champions  of  Hfeerty  had 
become  the  first  to  trample  it  under  foot, 
when  they  had  Fucceeded  in  attaining 
their  end,  and  in  overturning  the  constitu- 
tion— "  Sunt  qui,  ut  imperium  evertant, 
'*  lihertatem  praBferunt,  si  perverierint,  ip- 
"  sam  libertatem  aggredientur."  In  what 
had  France  benefited  by  the  change  which 
had  taken  place  in  that  country  ^  withotit 
having  been  partial  to  the  old  government, 
Mr.  C.  would  ask  what  had  been  gained 
by  the  new  eoverrtment?  What  but  the 
extreme  of  military  despotism;  and  every 
Sort  of  tyranny,  injustice,  and  oppression. 
What  was  the  origin  of  the  present  cla* 
iftour  and  discontent  ?  The  Duke  of  York's 
misconduct — and  what  had  the  case  of  the 
Connnander  in  Chief  to  do  with  the  in- 
complete state  of  the  representation  in  the 
House  of  Commons  ?  Mr.  C.  was  sorry 
to  see  the  tone  of  tHomph  which  had  been 
displayed  in  so  many  parts  of  the  king- 
dom upon  this  subject.  Mr.  C.  was  him- 
self one  who  thought  the  Duke  of  York 
ought  not  to  continue  in  office ;  but  he 
deeply  lamented  the  circumstances  and 
occasion  of  it;  and  could  see  in  them  no 
cause  for  triumph  or  exultation. — Mr. 
Cartwright  had  thus  freely  stated  his  sen- 
timents, avowing  himself  no  friend  to  Re- 
form or  innotation.  But  were  he  of  a 
difierent  opinion,  and  had  he  been  an  ad- 
vocate for  Reform,  he  should  not  think  the 
present  a  proper  moment  to  be^  upon  it. 
We  were  engaged  in  a  most  serious  contest 
with  the  most  formidable  enemy  this  coun- 
try ever  had  ;  an  enemy  increasing  every 
day  in  power  and  aggrandizement,  and  in- 
tent upon  our  destruction.  He  could  not 
think  It  right  at  such  a  moment  to  sow  di- 
visions amongst  the  people,  or  encourage 
dissatisfaction  and  discontent.  But  it  was 
said  the  gcfneral  sense  of  the  nation  had 
been  manifested  in  f&vour  of  Reform  of 
parliament — he  denied  it  to  be  the  case-*- 
partial  meetings,  he  was  aware,  bad  taken 
place,  and  he  should  mention  one  which 
had  happened  within  his  own  knowledge, 
and  in  the  county  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent.  Seventeen  persons  signed  a 
requisition  to  the  mayor  of  Northampton 
to  call  a  meeting  in  the  town-hall,  for  the 
purpose  of  thanking  the  hon.  gent,  who 
took  the  lead  in  the  intestigation  of  the 
Duke  of  York's  conduct;  seventy-one 
persons  signed  a  counter-requisition  against 
it,  and  the  mayor  in  consequence  refused, 
to  convene  a  cf^etin^ ;  and  none  took  place 
in  the  town-liall ;  but  the  seventeen  per- 
sons met  at  an  inn  in  the  town  of  North - 
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«Bptoa,  and  there  paaied  tlveir  Rasolations, 
which  Mr.  C.  si|p|>o9ed  woiild  be  repre- 
seaUd  as  the  seose  af  the  iohahitimts  of 
the  IOWA.  Mr.  C.  could  not  think  thi«  » 
hiT  way  of  estiiaatipg  the  opinion  of  the 
public.^^With  regsptct  to  the  particubr 
cases  add^^ed  by  the  bon.  gent,  on  this 
occasion  ;  be  should  only  spiV,  that  what- 
ever the  hoiise  migbt  think  it  right  to  do 
heceafier,  whatever  regvlationa  or  restric- 
tions Blight  be  determined  upon  in  future^ 
respecting  the  safe  and  dispos^  of  seats  in 
parliament,  it  was  wholly  inconsistent  with 
e^ery  principle  of  common  equity  or  jus- 
tice to  act  upon  them  retrosp4ftCtiveiy. 
There, was  a  bill  now  beft^re  the  bouae 
relating  to  the  subject,  and  whatever  might 
be  its  tate,  it  would  undoubtedly  receive  a 
cool  and  impartial  consideration.  Heshould 
give  his  decided  negative  to  the  motion. 

Lord  MikoH  observed,  thai  if  the  last 
speaker  was  even  correct  in  the  motives  he 
attributed  to  the  bon.  gent,  who  brought 
forward  the  present  motion,  he  must  assure 
him  that  if  such  motives  were  justified, 
^ose  who  supported  the  motion  were 
fhctuated  by  inducements  wholly  difieraat 
For  instance,  if  he  thought  that  the  pre- 
sent motion  tended  to  the  success  of  the 
question  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  he 
wo!ild  have  been  the  first  to  oppose  it ;  be- 
cause he  was  free  to  say,  tMk  from  its  adop- 
tion he  could  not  foresee  any  practical 
benefit  He  still  was  impreseed  with  the 
neeessiity  of  correctii^  public  abuaes,  and 
none  more  imperatively  called  tor  correc- 
tion, as  none  were  more  dangerous,  than 
palpable  a^d  evident  interferences  of  the 
king's  ministers  in  obtaining  the  return 
of  membeis  to  that  house.  In  giving  such 
aii  opinion,  afSKJ  whilst  he  voted  for  the 
fnotion  in  part,  he  still,  in  whatever  w^y 
it  was  decided,  should  not  think  one  jot 
ihe  vorse  of  either  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tlemen accused,  or  that  they  were  in  a^y 
(degree  more  criminal  than  all  forn^er  go- 
vernments. The  evil  ought,  however,  to 
(C€3ase,  and  any  prospective  remedy  should 
have  his  support.  As  leading  to  tliat  ob- 
ject be  was  anxious  to  refer  the  coninidera- 
4ion  of  this  charge  either  to  a  ParliaiiaeB- 
tary  Coaunission  or  to  a  Select  Coownittee, 
jconvineed  that  the  greatest  iujury  had 
evinced  itself  by  giving  a  parliamentary 
Mre^th  to  a.  government  which  did  not 
fM)S6ess  the^onndence  of  the  people.  The 
noble  lord  concluded  by  moving  .as  ^ 
Amendmeot,  That  in  place  of  the  -words 
"  at  the  bar,''  the  said  Qhiarge  be  referred 
to  a  ^Uct  QaoHnittee. 


-^JUr.  Pierctoai  and  Xjtrd  Caidtratgh.    [50f 

Sir  Charles  Morgftn  observed,  tbat  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  man  to  ofiake  a  stand 
now,  in  sppiDort  of  the  dignity  of  that 
house,  and  of  the  bappiness  of  the  people* 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  every  public  man» 
who  was  at  Dreaent,  or  might  at  any  time 
be  employed  in  the  administration  of  go^ 
vernment,  vilified  and  calumniated,  and 
themselves  thus  rendered  incapable  of 
serving  their  country ;  therefore  he  should 
object  to  the  moiion.  Would  the  hon» 
mender  stop  here  ?  would  he  be  satisfied 
with  his  present  victims  ?  Certainly  not : 
more,  many  more^  would  be  brought  to  be 
filtered  through  the  vessel  of  Reform.  He 
did  not  wish  to  see  a  new  order  of  things. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  the  valuable  time 
of  that  bouse  taken  up  in  censorial  pro- 
ceeduigs  against  its  own  otembers,  instead 
of  being  engaged  in  forwarding  the  public 
business.  He  had  heard  nvuch  of  the 
sense  of  the  people.  No  man  valq^d  the 
approbation  of  lihe  people  more  than  he 
dio,  or  regretted  their  disapprobation  more  ; 
but  this  was  a  case  in  which  he  co^M  QOt 
sutler  himself  to  be  influe^iced  by  any 
thing  but  his  own  impresaions.  He  shoi44 
give  the  motion  his  decided  pegitite. 

Sir  John  An9h^icr  rose  to  oppose  thf 
motion,  not  from  any  piartiality  to  tha  inr 
dividuals  who  w^e  the  ol^ec^  of  it,  but 
firom  a  partiality  to  4be  constitution  of  ^ 
country,  because  those  individuals  fomtd 
a  part  of  the  esiecutive  govemm^t  under 
thisoonstitution.  If  this  prpce^iog  sbouU} 
be  adopted  agaiiAst  the  present  governr 
ment,  a  similar  pr^eeding  might  be  di^ 
rected  against  any  other  governpient^ 
The  hon.  gent,  who  brought  forward  thia 
motion  had  stated  4hat  he  was  no  parjty* 
man.  Did  the  hon^  member  mean  by  tha^ 
declaration,  that  he  did  not  agree  in  the 
opinions  of  the  great  body  of  those  whp 
aat  on  the  same  ^de  of  the  house  with 
him  ?  If  he  did,  he  had  stated  a  greajt 
truth.  But  there  was  another  party,  to 
which  he  did  not  know  whether  the  boo. 
member  bek>nged  ;  nor  should  h^  be  soli- 
citous to  inquire,  if  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
gent,  was  calculated  to  promote  the  views 
of  tjiat  party.  The  objoot  of  that,  party 
was  to  level  every  tjiiog'  that  was  above 
Xheipselves.  Beii^  unable  to  level  up, 
they  weie  de^rmined  to  level  down» 
Thongh  he  did  not  pay  the  hon.  member 
belonged  to  that  party,  he  must. say,  that 
his  motion  was  calculated  to  promote  tbt 
views  of  <hat  pavty*  The  hon.  luember 
had,  however,  acted  with  candour;  be* 
cmiS^  though  he  iutid  b?  should  bf^in  witb 
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Cashel,  he  al.so  stated  that  he  should  not 
Mop  there,  but  go  on  to  other  cases,  to  a 
series  of  investigations,  which  he  meant 
to  institute  in  that  house.  He  first  meant 
to  go  to  the  government,  and  thence  he 
would  go  to  individuals,  so  that  no  person 
cotild  possibly  conjecture  where  he  might 
stop.  But  his  objection  to  the  hon.  gent.'s 
motion  was,  and  a  considerable  objection  it 
was,  that  he  ha<l  not  stated  what  he  meant 
to  do  in  the  committee.  He  should  have 
taken  his  whole  case  at  once,  and  not 
proposed  to  go  on  with  the  business  by 
piece-meal.  The  course  (he  hon.  member 
had  in  view  was  to  go  to  one  committee 
with  one  point,  and  then  to  another  on 
another  point,  and  so  in  succession,  which 
m^ould  lead  to  endless  committees.  This 
motion  had  been  represented  as  the  first 
•tep  to  Parliamentary  Reform.  All  who 
knew  the  practice  ot  his  life  must  know 
that  he  was  no  friend  to  Parliamentary 
Reform  ;  but  this  motion  formed  no  part 
of  that  question.  The  hon.  member  pro- 
posed, by  putting  information  on  the  table 
against  one  member,  and  then  against 
another,  to  prosecute  his  object  in  a  suc- 
cession of  charges.  But  this  would  have 
no  effect  but  to  gratify  that  appetite  for 
alander,  which  had  been  excited  amongst 
certain  descriptions  of  the  people,  and  to 
create  and  keep  alive  a  taste  for  Reform. 
Indeed,  the  motion  would  lean  not  to  Par- 
liamentary Reform,  but  to  parliamentary 
destruction.  But  here  he  begged  to  be 
understood  not  to  mean,  that  to  bring 
charges  for  abuse  or  corruption  against 
any  individuals  in  that  house,  would  lead 
to  parliamentary  destruction  ;  quite  the 
reverse.  It  was  to  bring  charges  upon 
tuch  information  as  the  hon.  member  had 
given  to  the  house,  that  he  thought  would 
lead  to  destruction.  He  agreed  with  the 
Ifioble  lord  (Milton),  that  it  was  desirable 
to  resort  to  prospective  measures,  to  pre- 
vent the  influence  of  the  crown  upon  the 
"Votes  of  members  of  that  house  :  but  to 
refer  this  charge  to  a  committee  up  stairs, 
was  not  the  way  to  attain  that  object. 
What  he  condemned  was  the  mixing  pros- 
pective measures  of  prevention  with  re- 
trospective crimination.  When  the  noble 
lord  (Milton)  who  stood  so  high  for  ho- 
nour, loyalty,  and  honesty,  had  stated, 
that  if  the  whole  of  the  charges  were 
proved,  be  should  not  think  the  worse  of 
the  individuals  to  whom  they '  referred, 
could  the  house  think  that  there  was  any 
good  ground  for  entertaining  them  ?  The 
f  igbt  hon.  baronet  then  proceeded  to  ani- 


madvert upon  the  charge,  and  the  ground 
lakl  fbr  prtxreeding  with  it.  He  contend- 
ed that  it  was  brought  forward,  not  on  in- 
formation but  surmise ;  and  that  if  the 
hon.  member  had  received  any  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject,  it  must  have  been 
through  the  breach  of  every  principle^of 
honour  that  existed  in  civilized  society  i 
and  that  the  information  derived  from  the 
rascality  of  a  few  persons,  or  the  general 
surmise  of  the  hon.  gent.,  was  made  th« 
ground  of  a  charge  which  would  gratify 
the  appetite  for  scandal,  which  had  been 
industriously  excited  in  the  public  mind. 
— The  right  hon.  baronet  again  objected 
to  the  committee,  because  the  measure 
brought  in  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Cur- 
wen)  shewed  a  disposition  in  the  house  on 
all  sides,  to  provide  prospectively  against 
the  evils  complained  of.  As  to  the  sense 
of  the  public,  that  house  never  would,  be- 
cause It  never  could,  resist  the  fair  and 
legitimate  voice  of  the  people.  It  should 
not,  however,  suflTer  itself  to  be  influenced 
by  clamour,  but  maintain  a  steady  integ- 
rity, neither  yielding  to  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  nor  giving  way  to  the  clamours 
of  the  people,  anxious  to  do  its  duty 
with  fidelity,  and  to  deserve  the  gratitude 
of  an  affectionate  people. 

Mr.  Ctarwm  had  never  risen  in  that 
house  under  more  difficult^,  because  both 
his  wishes  and  his  duty  inclined  him  to 
adopt  a  different  line  of  conduct.  Hts 
wishes  protnpted  him  to  put  an  end  to  this 
question  at  once ;  but  a  sense  of  duty  madtf 
him  feel  that  something  was  due  on  such  an 
occasion  to  the  dignity  of  that  house,  to 
the  nature  of  the  charge,  and  to  the  cha- 
racter of  parliament.  He  agreed  with  the 
noble  lord  behind  him  (lord  Milton),  that 
the  more  eligible  course  wouUi  be  to  refer 
the  charge  to  a  committee  above  stair*. 
The  charge  was  of  such  a  nature,  that  if 
the  hon.  member  had  brought  it  forward 
liffhtly  or  upon  weak  grounds,  or  should 
fail  in  substantiating  it,  much  injury  must 
be  the  consequence  to  the  public.  He  did 
not  himself  believe  that  the  hon.  member 
would  have  brought  forward  this  charge 
without  having  good  grounds  for  it.  The 
house  was  placea  in  an  embarrassed  situa- 
tion by  this  charge,  which  consisted  of 
two  parts  ;  the  first  was  that  of  undue  in- 
fluence used  to  bias  the  votes  of  membera 
of  that  house ;  the  second,  that  corrupt 
means  had  been  employed  to  procure  the 
return  of  members  to  parliament.  The 
charge  he  considered  a  grave  one,  and  if 
the  house  should  pass  it  over  without  ne* 
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tice,  he  must  think  that  it  had  dealt  oat  a 
hard  measare  of  severity  to  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Duke  of  York ;  and  yet  if  this 
charge  should  be  gone  into,  it  was  impos- 
fible  to  say  where  the  investigation  of  such 
charges  would  end.  If  there  had  been 
an  endeavi>ur  made  to  create  an  improper 
feeling  in  the  country,  he  should  condemn 
it  as  much  as  any  man  ;  but  he  was  per- 
suaded that  the  sentiments  which  had  been 
expressed  had  sprung  from  the  people; 
and  certainly  not  from  any  feeling  of 
triumph  over  the  illustrious  person,  whose 
case  had  given  rise  to  the  expression  of 
these  sentiments.  He  could  not  suppose^ 
that  the  people  ok*  this  country,  who  had, 
during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  mani- 
fested such  an  ailectionate  attachment  to 
their  beloved  sovereign,  could  in  this  in- 
stance have  been  capable  of  such  feelings 
with  respect  to  one  of  his  family.  It  was 
morally  impo^ible  that  their  sentiments 
could  have  been  so  changed  at  once.  The 
hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Cartwright)  had 
said,  that  he  was  for  the  existing  state  of 
things.  For  himself,  he  could  say,  that 
he  was  for  the  constitution,  but  not  for  its 
corruptions ;  and  the  best  means  of  pre- 
serving that  constitution  would  be  to  cor- 
rect any  abuses  which  may  have  crept 
into  it.  Though  a  friend  to  rational  re- 
form, he  did  not  think  the  present  a  proper 
time  tor  bringing  forward  the  measure  of 
Parliamentary  Reform  That  question 
would  better  be  deferred  to  another  period. 
But  no  time  could  be  un<«asonable  for  the 
correction  of  abuses,  and  all  our  statutes 
speak  in  a  decided  manner  against  corrup- 
tions. He  should  wish,  therefore,  that  the 
part  of  the  charge  relative  to  influence  ex- 
ercised to  sway  the  vote  of  an  individual 
member  of  that  house  should  be  examined. 
If  he,  however,  had* any  influence  with  the 
hon.  member,  he  would  have  dissuaded  him 
from  bringing  forward  this  motion  :  be- 
cause it  might  lead  to  exposures,  which 
might  be  attended  with  very  injurious  con- 
sequences: and  the  hon.  member  must 
have  observed  a  disposition  in  the  house 
to  prevent  such  abuses  as  his  charge  re- 
ferred to  in  future,  from  the  reception 
which  the  measure  he  had  the  honour  to 
propose  had  met  with.  They  should,  if 
possible,  cast  a  veil  over  the  past,  and  take 
measures  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the 
evils  complained  of  in  future.  He  la- 
mented the  vote  he  should  be  obliged  to 
give  for  the  motion  of  the  hon.  member. 
But  he  was  in  such  a  situation^  that  he 
nust  do  it,  or  do  noticing. 


Mr.  hiddulph  suppoited  the  motion, 
which  in  his  conception  related  in  no  way 
to  Parliamentary  Reform.  He  never  adopt- 
ed the  opinion  that  all  public  men  were 
corrupt ;  but  whether  the  assertion  were 
true  or  false,  the  best  way  of  deciding  it 
was  by  investigation. 

Sir  F.  Bwdcit  said,  that  on  a  question 
which  so  nearly  concerned  the  character 
and  hononr  of  the  house,  he  was  anxious 
to  hear  the  opinions  of  persons  of  more  ex* 
perience  than  himself.  The  subject  under 
consideration,  was  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant that  could  engage  the  attention  of 
parliament ;  and  one  in  which  the  cha- 
racter of  the  house  Was  more  involved,  he 
could  not  well  imagine.  As  to  what  re- 
lated to  the  point  of  order,  he  would  un- 
dertake to  shew,  that  in  whatever  point  of 
view  it  was  considered,  the  conduct  of  his 
hon.  friend,  as  well  on  this  as  on  a  former 
occasion,  was  strictly  parliamentary,  and 
that  it  was  supported  by  usage  and  prece- 
dent. He  had  examined  into  the  pro- 
ceedings on  former  occasions,  and  from  a 
great  variety  of  precedents  from  the  ear- 
liest period  of  the  constitution  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  he  could  shew  that  the  house 
had  always  received  the  assertion  of  a 
member  in  his  place,  as  information  suffi- 
cient to  exercise  its  inquisitorial  functions. 
In  exercising  these  inquisitorial  function?, 
in  the  better  times  of  our  ancestors,  it  waa 
not  the  practice  when  a  member  preferred 
charges,  to  retort  upon  him,  to  question 
his  motives,  and  the  authenticity  of  the 
facts  into  which  he  proposed  to  inquire. 
Formerly  they  decided  that  even  common 
feme  was  a  sufficient  ground  for  investi*. 
gation.  By  this  he  did  not  mean  mere 
rumour  in  the  streets,  but  that  general 
kind  of  report  and  understanding  which 
came  within  every  man's  knowledge  and 
belief.  He  should  like  to  see  the  man 
who  would  stand  up  in  that  house,  place 
his  hand  upon  his  heait,  and  say,  upon  his 
honour,  that  he  did  not  believe  that  such 
abuses  existed,  as  it  was  the  object  of  his 
hon.  friend's  motion  to  investigate.  He 
did  not  believe  there  would  be  one  found 
who  would  stake  his  veracity  and  character 
upon  such  a  point.  Why  was  there  such 
a  reluctance  to  entertain  this  question  ? 
Was  it  from  the  dread  of  French  princi- 
ples ?  Why,  this  w-as  the  very  way  to 
avoid  the  danger  of  such  principles,  and 
the  dreadful  consequences  that  flowed 
from  them.  Did  any  man  deny  that  the 
fact  charged  did  not  exist?  If  there  did^ 
he  should  be  glad  to  listen  to  his  argu- 
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nMOtoi  and  to*be  coe&ted  by  his  reafon- 
uig.  This  was  the  otily  Bation  in  Evirope 
which  w»s  not  subverted  by  Freuch  prin- 
ciples, and  he  feared  ne^v  by  Fr-euch  arms. 
The  people  of  England  as^«d  for  no  i«yio- 
Tatioa;  thc^  called  fur  nothing  that  w»s 
not  their  right.  ,  He  was  hot  sarpriaed 
that  those  persons  who,  on  a  fbrcner  ocea- 
sion,  called  £br  acciisaiion  in  a  tangibie 
shape,  should  perceive  the  folly  of  their 
cwaddct,  and  now  aiirink  from  an  i»vesti- 
gatioB  into  whnt  they  called  falsehood, 
and  calumfMesv-»He  woukl  now,  with  the 
permission  of  t;he  house,  say  a  few  words 
on  the  aubject  of  that  dreadAil  monster 
ParUaineatary  Reform.  A  noble  lord 
(Milton),  with  an  indiscretion  honourable 
to  himself,  perhaps,  and  incideatal  to 
youth,  had  expressed  himself  decidedly 
against  f^gitating  the  ^oestion  at  this  time ; 
«ik1,  iiideed,  his  sentiments  seemed  to  go 
the  length  of  eendemning  the  princifSe 
of  the  measure  altogether:  this  was  not 
the  proper  time  for  discussing  the  pro- 
priety of  a  measure,  which  he  conceiyed 
mdiapensably  necessary  to  the  salvation  of 
the  country ;  but  when  the  time  did  ar- 
rive, he  sh#«iM  be  prepaid  to  support  ii. 
The  noble  lord  had  also  said,  that  he 
should  not  thiak  a  bit  the  worse  of  minis- 
lers  if  thev  wete  found  gutky  of  these 
charges.  In  this  sentiment  he  perlecUy 
coincided  with  him,  though  not  precisely 
upon  the  same  grounds.  A  ^entlemiin 
under  the  gallery  (Mr.  CairtwTight)  had 
talked  a  great  deal  in  praise  of  the 
blessings  of  the  A^onstitution,  and  the  liber- 
ty we  enjoyed ;  but  did  he  recollect  that 
this  was  an  instrument  upon  which  ano- 
ther tune  could  be  played  ?  Where  he  saw 
beauties,  other  persons  ceuld  only  perceive 
deformities.  For  his  Own  part,  he  wished 
for  no  innovation.  The  principles  that ; 
he  was.  anxious  to  see  adopted  were  to  be 
Ibund  in  the  statute  hook.  It  was  impossi- 
ble the  constitution  could  exist  if  its  ritals 
were  to  be  palsied  by  corruption.  He 
considered  it  a  great  happiness  that  the 
country  looked  to  this  house  lor  redress,  i 
nmd  if  they  refused  inqu'ury,  the  un- 
•doubted  conclusion  would  be,  that  they 
wished  to  shelter  the  persons  against  whom 
the  charge  was  made  by  his  hon  friend, 
and  that  these  persons  were  guilty.  An 
bon*  member  (Mr.  Curwen)  was  of  opi- 
nion that  his  bill  would  preehide  the  ne- 
icessity  of  any  investigation  of  this  kind. 
Now,  he  was  not  <)uite  so  sanguine  re- 1 
^pecting  the  efficacy  of  that  measure 
Theeftbct«f  tt^  he  ihoii||ht,  wWid  be,to, 


leave  the  corrupt  borough  in  the  markel;, 
and  lake  tlie  pore  baser  out  of  Jt.  The  ef- 
fect of  it  would  be  to  thivxw  all  the  cor* 
rupt  representation  into  the  bands  of  the. 
Treasury,  vfho  had  other  means  of  corriip- 
tion  in  their  power  besides  the  mere  giving 
of  money,  and  to  render  it  impossible  for 
a  man  of  great  landed  property  and  local 
influence  to  find  a  person  to  represent 
that  property  and  imuence, — One  woird 
more  with  respect  to  informality.  He 
eould  perceive  that  the  accusation  made 
by  his  luMi.  friend  was  net  agreeable  to 
the  feelings  of  the  house,  but  he  would 
maintain  that  he  was  strictly  parlia* 
mentary.  He  informed  the  house  of  tbn 
facts,  and  he  oflfered  proofs  of  the  charges. 
That  was  the  whole  exlmat  4»f  the  motion 
before  the  bouse,  and  it  would  be  seen  by^ 
their  decision  what  value  they  set  upon  t^ 
future  opinion  of  the  country. 

Mr.  J>an6$  Gidffy  thought  that  those  who 
were  so  loud  in  thecondemnaliao  of  cor- 
ruption did  not  suSkientty  distinguish  be- 
tween corruption^  properly  eo  calM>  and 
tbfi  influeaoa  which  property  wo«ld  always 
have  in  every  well  regulated  society. 
The  influence  of  property  was  one  which 
ought  to  prevail  as  well  as  that  of  ability. 
He  would  alwtys  be  glad  to  have  seeae 
eminent  lawyers  in    the  boose;  to  am 

fentlemen  of  the  army  and  navy  there. 
he  landed  interest  oueht  unquestionably 
to  have  its  Mi  weight,  hot  he  saw  mo  rea* 
son  why  those  who  had  their  fortunes  in 
chattels  or  money  should  be  esclud«d* 
lie  saw  no  reason  whv  some  of  the  Direc-  ^ 
tors  of  the  East  India  Company  should 
not  possess  seats  in  that  houscr  since 
they  bad  important  interests  to  defend. 
(Hear,  hear !  in  one  quarter,  and  a  laugh 
in  another).  There  never  wits  a  question 
of  importance  discussed  in  that  house^ 
without  a  proof  that  the  iniereAs  efleoted 
by  it  bad  some  persons  to  represent  them. 
-^Under  thiasystem  the  country,  in  spite  of 
all  the  wars  in  which  it  had  been  engiiged» 
had  flourtsbed.  Every  town  had  bean 
improved  :  new  harbours  had  been  cm* 
structed  ;  and  manufisctores^nd  trade  en- 
creased  together.  These  were  blensings 
not  to  be  rashly  risked  for  any  fanciful 
schemes  of  reform  (Hear,  hear !  from  Mr. 
Windham).  At  the  same  time,  wh0re>eer«> 
ruptien  was  proved  to  exist,  he  would 
comcur  in  adopting  the  pnopier  means  t» 
check  it;  always,  however,  distinguisbing 
between  corruption,  land  tha4  just  aM 
proper  influeoce  which  ought  le  4ie.s»- 
separable  from  property. 
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Mr,  Tltma^  expressed  bis  wish  tfcat 
the  charge  against  Mr.  Perceval  shouki  be 
separated  from  that  preferred  against  lord 
Cast!ereagt;  and  ol>i*ervcd,  that  in  the 
case  of  Shepherd,  the  charge  had  bee» 
giren  m  writing,  and  he  hoped  the  hon. 
gent  would  give  in  his  charge  in  thi»  way, 
that  gentlemen  might  clearly  understand 
crpon  what  they  were  to  vote.  He  thooght 
this  qoestion  bad,  strictly  speaking,  no- 
thing to  do  with  Parliamentary  Reform, 
for  the  ofiencc  was  one  which  might  be 
committed  under  any  circnmstances.  The 
charge  against  Mr.  Perceval  and  Mr. 
Wcllesley  was  so  vague,  ^at  he  ahouk)  be 
ashamed  to  receive  it  in  its  present  shape. 
But  as  to  the  charge  acainst  lord  Castle- 
reagh,  that  certainly  deserved  attention, 
both  from  its  being  more  distinctly  faid, 
and  from  the  circumstance  that  167  mem- 
bers ofthat  hoose  had  already  pronounced 
that  noble  lord  to  have  been  guilty^  of 
a  breach  of  its  privileges.— With  regard 
to  Parliamentary  Reform,  Mr.  T.  said,  that 
he  was4ts  warmly  attached  to  that  measure 
as  he  had  ever  been.  It  was  one  of  the 
greatest  advantages  of  the  constitution, 
that  when  things  went  wrong  the  house 
had  the  power  of  making  them  better. 
He,  however,  was  perfectly  aware  of  the 
mconvenience  of  the  time  which  had  been 
chosen  to  bring  forward  the  qtiestion ; 
chiefly  because  it  did  n^  appear  to  him 
that  either  the  sense  of  the  country  or  of 
Parliament  was  decidedly  in  its  favour. 
The  question  had  been  raised  merely  by 
tfcc  business  of  the  Duke  of  Yerk  ;  and  he 
believed  that  there  were  many  who  sup- 
ported the  cry  for  Parliamentary  Reform 
who  had  no  specific  view  c/f  the  subject 
which  they  themselves  desired  to  attain — 
(Hear,  hear  !)  What  many,  he  believed, 
understood  by  Parliamentary  Reform  was 
a  relief  from  the  weig^  of  the  taxes.  He 
most  'have  little  associated  with  the  various 
classes  of  society  in  this  country,  who  was 
not  convinced  of  the  deep-rooted  com- 
plaints which  were  called  forth  by  the 
burthens  of  the  taxes,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  collected.  If  any  one 
would  for  a  moment  consider  the  weight 
of  all  the  other  taxes,  added  to  that  of  the 
Income  Tax,  he  would .  not  be  surprised 
that  numbers  were  disposed  to  listen  to  any 
proposal  which  promised  an  alleviouon  of 
that  burthen.  There  was  no  disposition 
any  where  for  crerturning  the  establish- 
ments of  the  constitution  ;  but  the  people 
readily  listened  to  those  who  from  good 
or  bad  motives  proposed  Reform,  because 


itie  idea  %reot  to  encovraga  the  hope  that 
by  this  Reform  they  would  be  in  soma 
measure  at  least  relieved  from  the  pres^ 
sure  of  taxation.  But  that  was  a  senac  ia 
which  be  did  not  wish  Reform  to  be  un* 
deiatood.  liwt  would  he  be  in  the  least 
accessary  to  the  propagation  of  such  a 
delusion.  The  discussion  of  the  suljjoct  of 
Re^m,  however,  did  not  at  all  call  for  a 

?[ueslion  like  that  now  before  the  baase« 
f  they  intended  to  bring  the  subject  of 
Reform  before  the  house,  why  did  they 
not  do  it  directly  ?  Why  should  they 
think  it  necessary  to  begin  by  attempting 
to  degrade  all  public  men  and  every  go* 
vemment  ?-^The  late  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  T. 
observed,  had  gone  farther  in  hit  prefect 
than  the  mere  prevention  of  the  sale  ami 
purchase  of  seats,  for  be  proposed  that  the 
burgage  tenures  should  be  booght  up,  ac 
they  had  subsequently  been  in  Ireland. 
But  among  all  the  schemes  of  i^liamen- 
tarv  Reform  of  which  he  had  heard,  be 
had  never  known  of  a  commenoemont  lika 
that  which  the  house  was  now  called  upon 
to  adopt.  He  knew  that  a  wonderful  de- 
gree  of  popularity  might  at  present  be  ac*- 
quired,  by  saying  that  one  belonged  Uk  no 
party.  But  of  this  kind  of  popularity  bo 
was  far  from  being  ambitious,  becauaa 
without  bekig  a  party  man  it  would  be 
impossible  to  accompliah  any  great  object, 
and  because  he  was  persuaded  that  tha 
country  bad  derived  more  advantages  froM 
party  warfare  in  that  hoUse,  than  front 
any  other  circumstance  wbatever.  He 
tlierefore  wished  for  none  of  the  popularity 
that  must  result  from  his  being  mo  party^ 
man.  He  was  a  zealous  party  man,  aad 
only  wished  he  were  a  better.  But  the 
gentlemen  themselves  who  had  set  up  thit' 
cry  of '^  no  party,'*  after  all,  oooatitoted  a 
pmrty.  They  attended  and  votqd  4ogether 
on  questions  which  some  ooneidered  aa 
of  minor  importance,  but  as  to  thota 
Which  were  generally  considered  at  of 
the  gresftest  coAseQueuce,  such  as  the 
fote  ^  armies,  they  aid  not  think  it  necet«* 
saiy  to  give  any  vote,  and  all  stayed 
away.  They  proceeded  in  all  this  at  if 
they  were  acting  under  a  leader;  tmd  a 
leader,  be  he  who  he  may,  they  either  had, 
or  must  soon  he  compelled  to  appoint.-*- 
One  of  the  most  remariceble  aharactevit- 
tics  of  this  party  was  the  attention  which 
it  paid  to  stage  dfect,  (Hear!  bear!)  in 
carefully  concealing  the  ultimata  object 
at  which  it  aimed  (Hear !  hear^).  Of  tha 
two  other  partks,  they  gave  the  •preferanoa 
to  the  gentlemen  on  &e  other  tide ;  but 
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yet  the  only  result  of  that  preference  was 
a  charge  against  two  of  them  by  which 
they  were  compelled  to  leave  the  house 
(Hear!  hear!).  But  why  did  they  think 
ministers  better  than  those  who  sat  near 
him  ?  The  reason  very  probably  was,  that 
a  weak  administration  might  be  more  va- 
luable to  those  who  had  such  views.  For 
'  all  this  he  might  expect  to  be  subject  to 
reproaches.  The  usual  cry  would  be  re- 
newed, "  When  any  motion  is  made 
against  corruption,  the  parties  immediately 
understand  each  other,  and  join  against 
it.''  There  was,  indeed,  one  charge  against 
him,  a  very  heavy  one  in  their  opinion, 
which  he  could  not  deny.  He  had  cer- 
tainly been  in  office:*  but  these  gentlemen 
referred  the  house  to  the  reports  of  their 
committees  in  support  of  their  assertions, 
that  corruption  prevailed  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  state.  Did  they  really  believe 
it  possible,  that,  in  the  management  of  so 
many  complicated  concerns,  and  of  so 
large  an  expenditure,  no  mal-practices 
should  at  any  time  occur?  It  could  not  be 
d(mc  ;  and  hence  the  advantage  of  ap- 
pointing committees  from  time  to  time. 
The  abuses  were  not,  however,  greater  per- 
haps, than  might  have  been  expected  ; 
and  these  being  pointed  out  in  the  reports, 
the  house  had  an  opp9rtunity  of  applying 
the  remedies.  Many  improvements  in  the 
conduct  of  various  departments  had  been 
the  consequence  of  this  mode  of  proceed- 
ing.— Mr.T.  then  observed,  that  he  differed 
widely  from  the  bon.  hart  with  regard  to 
the  bill  of  his  hon.  fi*iend  (Mr.  Curwen) 
behind  him.  He  thought  the  bill  would  do 
a  great  deal  of  food ;  but  if  the  hon.  hart, 
(burdett)  was  of  opinion,  that  the  security 
which  it  proposed  against  the  sale  of  seats 
was  not  sufficient,  he  himself  ought  to  at- 
tend and  propose  a  better.  It  was  suffi- 
cient for  him,  however,  that  parliament 
had  agreed  to  the  principle,  that  such 
traffick'mg  in  seats  ought  to  be  abolished. 
He  saw  no  reason  for  going  into  the  past ; 
and  he  asked,  whether  any  thing  could  be 
more  unjust  than  to  turn  round  upon  two 
gentlemen,  whose  conduct  had  not  been 
attended  with  any  peculiar  aggravation; 
Mr.  T.  however,  acknowledged  that  somq 
reform  there  must  be,  and  the  more  gra- 
dual he  would  be  the  better  pleased. 
Something,  however,  must  be  done  to  re- 
move any  injurious  impressions  which  the 
people  had  of  that  house.  The  landed  in- 
I  terest  ought,  for  obvious  reasons,  to  have 
'  the  greatest  weight  in  the  house,  though 
it  ought  not  to  be  all  in  all.     The  monied 


interest  ought  to  have  considerable  influ- 
ence. But  at  the  same  time  it  was  proper 
that  mere  money  should  not  procure  a  seat 
in  that  house,  and  give  rise  to  speculations 
which  no  one  could  see  without  pain.  But 
it  would  be  great  injustice  to  render  a  few 
individuals  the  victims  of  a  system  which 
did  not  commence  with  them.  He  con- 
cluded by  saying,  that  he  would  move  au 
Amendment  to  the  Motion,  with  a  view  to 
exclude  that  part  of  the  charge  relating  to 
Mr.  Perceval  and  Mr.  Wellesley,  and  to 
retain  only  that  which  related  to  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh. 

The  ^>eaker  said,  that  though  an  oral 
charge  was  perfectly  regular,  yet  it  wa» 
necessary  to  have  the  allegations  recorded; 
and  called  on  Mr.  Madocks  to  furnish  the 
Clerk  with  a  copy  of  his  motitm. — This 
being  done,  and  the  Charge,  being  an  epi- 
tome of  the  accuser's  speech,  read  by  Uie 
Clerk,  the  Speaker  noticed  that  the  motion 
contained  two  distinct  points  ;  first,  a 
charge  of  trafficking  in  the  seats  of  that 
house;  and  second  of  influencing  the  vote 
of  its  members.  He  then  explained  the 
manner  in  which  the  question  would  be 
put,  and  informed  the  last  speaker  of  the 
mode  in  which  he  could  introduce  his 
Amendment. 

Mr.  Tiemey  explained.  If  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  was  privy  to  the  se- 
cond part  of  the  charge,  he  had  no  wish  to 
exclude  him  from  his  Amendment. 

Mr.  Whitbrtad  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment to  hear  the  measure  of  Parliameniary 
Relbrm  objected  to  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
in  point  of  time ;  the  more  s6  as  that  objec- 
tion was  grounded  upon  the  same  argu- 
ments which  his  right  hon.  friend,  he,  and 
others,  had  on  former  occasions  to  encoun- 
ter from  the  other  side  of  the  house.  With 
regard  to  the  public  meetings,  from  which 
declarations  of  opinion  had  been  publish- 
ed upon  the  subject  of  the  decision  of  the 
house,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  Duke 
of  York,  he  maintained  the  right  of  the 
people  to  express  their  opinion  upon  any 
public  question,  asserting  that  there  were 
numbers  among  the  public  who  were  as 
competent  to  form  a  correct  opinion  upon 
that  or  any  other  question,  as  the  members 
of  that  house.  To  think  otherwise  on  the 
part  of  the  house,  he  would  consider  as  an 
indication  of  arrogance  and  folly.  The 
people  had  the  whole  of  the  evidence  be- 
fore them  with  respect  u>  the  transaction 
alluded  to,  and  upon  that  evidence  they 
thought  proper  to  come  to  a  conclusion 
directly  contrary  to  that  of  the  house.  Wat 


Digitized  by 


Google 


513]    PARL.  DEBATES,  May  11,1 809.— 3/r.  Percepal  and  Lord  Casthrcc^h,     [5 1  i 


it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  such  a  conclu- 
sion,  and   the  considerations    connected 
with  it,  should  have  induced  the  the  mind 
of  the  country  to  conceive  that  all  was  not 
right  in  that  house,  and  that  some  reforpf) 
in  the  representation  was  necessary.      As 
to  the  attack  which  it  was  ailed ged  was 
systematically  made  upon  public  nien,,he 
wished  to  know  whether  serious  disposi- 
tion to  very  gross  attack  did  not  prevail 
against  those  who  were  anxious  to  expose 
and  punish  abuses,  even  more  than  against 
those  who  were  supposed  to  profit  by  the 
existence  of  such  abuses.     He  remember- 
ed, not  many  nights  ago,  to  have  heard  it 
stated  in  that  hou>e  by  an  hon.  gent,  that 
be  would  rather  be  M^s.  Clarke  with  all 
her  vices,  than  pursue  the  conduct  of  the 
hon.  gent,  who  brought  her  forward.    This 
he  o&red  as  a  specimen  of  what  those 
were  liable  to  who  struggled  upon  the  side 
of  the  people,  and  as  some  counterpgise  to 
the  murmuring  of  those  gentlemen  w^o 
felt  so  very  indignant  at  accusations,  ac- 
companied by  an  oil^r  of  proof,  which 
still  they  would  not  sufter  the  bouse  to  re- 
(ieive.     So  that  although  their  pride  was 
hurt,  and  their  character  impeached,, they 
would  not  allow  their  principles  to  be  vin- 
dicated.    Although  he  supported  the  mo- 
tion, as  he  would  any  measure  connected 
with  Reform,  or  the  correction  of  abuses, 
there  were  two  points  in  which  hediHered 
from  those  so  pointedly  alluded  to  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  :  for  be  neither  disclaim- 
ed party,  nor  did  he  profess  that  extraor- 
dinary purity,  which  was  described  as  a 
cloak   for  mischievous  designs.      Giving 
every  m^n  credit  for  all  the  integrity  that 
he  could  consistently  claim,  he  believed 
there  was  no  public  man  whatever  whose 
potives  were?  not  of  a  mixed  nature.      His 
own  motives  tie  confessed  to  be  of  that 
character,  and  still  he  believed  himself  as 
well  disposed  to  do  good  as  any  other 
man ;  and  in  the  prosecution  t>f  that  good 
he  would  not  suHer  his  mind  to  be  warped 
by  popularity  either  within  or  without 
doors.     Parliamentary  Reform  he  conceiv- 
isd   to  be  the  greatest  good  the  country 
could  experience,  and  therefore  be  sought 
for  \U     He  thought  it  necessary  in  order 
to  prevent  convulsion ;    but  he  never  did 
think,  nor  did  he  ever  say^  that  it  would 
operate  like  enchantment,  as  a  panacea  for 
all  evils.     He  never  was  deluded  by  theo- 
ries, but  looked  for  that  Reform  only  which 
was  sought  for  by  so  many  great  men,  by 
Jlr.   Blackstone,  by  Dr.  Paley,  by  Mr. 
fox,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  many  others.      If 
Vol.  XIV. 


these  great  men  could  now  be  communi- 
cated with,  if  one  of  them  at  least  were 
enabled  to  offer  his  advice,  sure  he  was 
that  that  wise  man,  whose  principles  he 
contracted  at  his  outset  in  political  life, 
would  strongly  recommend  the  conduct 
he  was  now   pursuing. — Several  gentle- 
men,  particuliarly   about  the  ministerial 
bench,  had,  he  recollected,  professed  their 
resolution  to  wage  war  with  corruption; 
but  if  such  a  case  as  that  then  befqre  the 
house  did  not  rouse  them  to  act,  he  could 
not  conceive  when  they  would  give  battle. 
Here  were  two  ministers  of  state  accused 
of  receiving  money  for  a  seat  in  that  house, 
calling  upon  the  person  purchasing  such 
seat  to  vacate,  "because  he  would  not  vote 
against  his  conscience.      How  the  money, 
arising  out  of  the  purchase  had  been  dis- 
posed of  the  house  wa.s  yet  to  learn.     The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  talked 
of  the  violations  of  social  con6dence  in 
the  disclosure  of  this  transaction.     But  Ui 
fact  there  was  no  social  confidence  in  the 
case  on  the  part  of  his  hon.  friend.     The 
information  he  received  he  laid,  as  was  his 
duty,  before  the  house,  and  it  was  for  the 
house  to  decide  how  it  would  act  for  the 
preservation  of  its  own  honour  and  cha- 
racter.     But  it  was  pretended,  that   as 
there  was  such  a  disposition  to  abuse  pub- 
lic men,  it  was  here  proper  to  make  a 
stand  against  inquiry. — What,  in  such  a 
flagrs^nt    case  ?    The    present    ministers 
would  not  determine  upon  such  a  stand  in 
the  instance  of  the  Hampshire  election. 
They  would  then  prosecute  Mr.  Freeman- 
tie  with  the  utmost  rigour  for  writing  a 
letter  to  a  single  voter :  and  yet  now  they 
would  claim  complete  impunity  for  the 
Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer    and    lord 
Castlereagh,  who  had  sold  a  seat  to  a  mem- 
ber upon  certain  terms  to  obtain  his  vote, 
and  afterwards  turned  him  out  of  his  seat 
because  he  would  not  vote  against  his  judg- 
ment.    If  sufh  a  case  as  this  were  over- 
looked, the  house  might  as  well,  in  his  opi- 
nion, expunge  its  Journals,  burn  its  sta- 
tutes, and  biot  out  the  constitution.     But, 
gentlemen  asserted  that  there  was  no  pre- 
cedent for  these  retrospective  inquiries; 
Did  they  forget  that,  in  one  of  the  most 
corrupt  periods  of  our  history,  at  the  close 
of  sir  Robert  Wal pole's  administration,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inouire  into 
the  abuses  of  that  administration  tor  no  less 
than  ten  years  back  ?  In  these  gentlemen, 
who  voted  against  lord  Castlereagh  upon  a 
former  night  for  an  act  of  corruption,  which 
was  only  inchoate,\be  thoagbt  it  would  be 
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exceedingly  inconsistent  to  TOte  against 
this  motion,  wiiere  the  act  was  alledged  to 
be  complete. — ^Thje  opinion  in  favour  of 
Reform  he  believed  to  be  much  more  gene- 
ral than  it  had  been  at  any  former  period, 
and  it  was  very  easily  to  be  accounted  for. 
The  result  of  the  Investigation  respecting 
the  Duke  of  York,  the  rejection  of  the  Re- 
version Bill,  ;ind  the  vote  in  favour  of  lord 
Castiereagh,  formed  strong  additional  rea- 
sons for  discrediting  the  composition  of 
that  house,  and  n  iturally  multiplied  the 
advocates  for  Reform.  Still  he  thought 
the  sentiment  in  support  of  Reform,  when 
it  was  last  discussed,  would  have  been 
much  loader,  more  universal  and  effective, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  th^  extraordinary 
exercise  of  the  influence  of  the  crown. 
This  exercise  was  most  strongly  exempli- 
fied in  the  case  of  the  celebrated  Robert 
Burns  the  poet,  as  appeared  from  a  letter 
of  his  published  since  his  death.  Burns 
was  an  excisemafi,  and  having,  by  the  li- 
berality of  his  sentiments,  incurred  the 
imputation,  the  surveyor  called  upon  him 
by  order  of  the  commissioners.  Burns 
disclaimed  the  charge  ;  but  although  under 
the  apprehension  of  being  sent  with  hi  A 
family  to  seek  for  bread,  for  the  produce  of 
his  works  was  insulTicient  to  support  a 
sick  brother,  he  ventured  to  say  that  the 
corruption  of  the  lee:islature,  and  the  ex- 
tending influence  of  the  executive,  boded 
no  good  to  the  country;  Upon  which  the 
surveyor  observed  authoritatively — *'  It 
"  is  ypur  business,  Sir,  to  act,  and  not  to 
"  think — be  silent  and  obedient."  (A 
laugh  at  the  back  of  the  Ministerial 
benches.)  Mr.  Whiibread  reprobated 
such  levity.  Sure  he  was,  that  those  who 
could  laugh  at«ucb  an  insolent  observa- 
tion, must  be  very  much  inferior  indeed, 
in  genius  and  worth,  to  the  man  to  whom 
it  was  addressed. «—  It  had  become  a 
fashion,  he  perceived  of  late,  to  call  upon 
gentlemen,  rather  improperly  as  he  thought, 
for  a  profession  of  faith  upon  certain  poli- 
tical tenets. —  For  himself,  however,  he 
had  no  objection  to  make  the  profession 
required.  He  certainly  was  not  an  advo- 
cate for  the  exclusion  of  all  placemen 
from  seats  in  that  house.  Although  he 
knew  there  were  many  who  had  no  right 
to  be  there,  he  would  rather  prefer  the 
presence  of  ministers,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  confronted  with  their  accusers, 
that  they  might  account  for  their  conduct, 
and  display  their  views  to  the  house.  He 
was  also  adverse  to  the  idea,  that  it  was  of 
MO  cons^ueiA:«  by  whom  the  afi^iri  of 


the  government  were  administered.  It 
appeared  to  him  quite  preposterous,  even 
if  corruption  were  not  removed  or  dimi- 
nished, that  it  would  not  be  material  to 
consider  by  whom  the  power  of  the  coon- 
try  should  be  directed.  What,  that  if  the 
vessel  were  in  a  crazy  state,  and  its  sails 
rent,  it  mattered  not  what  pilot  was  at  the 
helm  ! — ^There  was  not  perhaps  a  man  in 
society  who  felt  more  horror  at  the  idea 
of  revolution  than  he  did.  His  all  was  at 
stake.  He  enjoyed  many  comforts,  and 
valuing  the  British  constitution,  he  would 
not  risk  its  loss  for  any  untried  system 
— still  less  for  a  republic.  He  was  no 
admirer  of  republican  governments.  They 
had  both  in  ancient  and  modern  times  been 
corrupt  and  arbitrary.  Even  in  Athens, 
supposed  the  purest  republic,  corruption 
pervaded  the  whole  community,  the  peo- 
ple being  bribed  by  the  orators,  and 
the  oi^tors  bribed  by  foreign  states,  De- 
mosthenes himself  not  being  free  from  the 
imputation;  but  aversion  to  the  idea  of 
revolution  n>ust  utterly  blindft^ld  the  judg- 
ment of  any  man,  who  could  suppose  that 
such  an  evil  was  likely  to  arise,  if  lord 
Castlereagh  were  not  gianted  impunity  for 
a  two-fold  abuse  of  patronage,  and  if  such 
a  case  as  that  before  the  house  were  not 
over-looked  ;  the  notion  was  perfectly  ri- 
diculous.— ^The  hon.  gent,  concluded  with 
exhorting  the  house  to  guard  the  country 
against  the  fate  which  all  the  corrupt  go- 
vernments of  Europe  had  experienced-*- 
to  conciliate  the  people  to  their  govern- 
ment, and  not  to  reduce  England  to  the 
state  in  which  Sicily  now  was,  where  th^ 
conduct  of  its  government  had  rendered 
the  people  indifferent  to  the  fate  whicb 
seemed  to  menace  them. 

Mr.  Baihursi  complained  of  the  counte* 
nance  given  by  the  hon.  gent,  to  the  lan- 
guage held  out  of  doors,  arraigning  tho 
judgment  of  the  house  delivered  after  de- 
liberate and  painful  investigation.  From 
this  superstructure  it  was,  that  he  argued 
for  the  necessity  of  Reform.  As  one  of 
that  majority  he  would  ask  the  hon.  gent, 
why,  because  he  gave  no  credit  to  a  wo- 
man of  Mrs.  Clarke's  character,  he  was  to 
be  accused  of  corruption,  and  such  an  as* 
sumption  raised  upon  the  case  ?  The  horn 
gent,  had  told  them,  he  approved  of  every 
sentiment  expressed  at  one  of  those  Meet' 
ings  so  much  spoken  of.  One  of  the  senti- 
ments supported  by  the  hon.  baronet  and 
his  friends  was,  that  there  should  be  no 
placeman  or  pensioner  in  the  house.  Hovr 
happened  it  then,  that  the  hon.  ^ent.  ap« 
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proving  of  this  Resolution,  should  this 
night  maintain  the  directly  contrary  opi- 
nion? The  hoif?  baronet  expressed  the 
strongest  abhorrence  of  bribery,  but  he 
would  ask  Inm  if  there  was  no  bribery  for 
counties  as  well  as  for  boroughs  ?  Or  if 
be  had  forgot  the  fate  of  the  Sheriff*  of 
Middlesex  for  conniving  at  shameful  Yotes 
mt  his  own  election  ?  The  house  would  do 
well  to  look,  while  they  were  destroying 
one  source  of  influence,  that  they  were  not 
opening -another  to  piivate  wealth  and  in* 
dividual  influence.  The  object  of  such 
motions  was  to  make  the  government 
odious,  while  they  were  pretending  to  say 
they  liked  it  belter  than  any  other,  and 
the  greai  danger  that  appeared  to  him, 
was  in  mixing  this  question  with  a  charge 
of  general  corruption  and  consequent  ne- 
cessity for  Reform.  The  hon.  gentleman 
asked  what  inducement  he  could  have 
to  abandon  all  his  comforts  and  become 
a  Revolutionist.  He  could  not  tell  him  ; 
but  this  he  could  say  that  pthers  with 
every  comfort  in  their  power  had  chosen 
to  take  that  course,  and  frit  the  eftcct  of  a 
ferment  ihey  had  raised,  but  never  would 
allay-  The  public  passions  were  raised 
and  fed  by  these  motions,  which  were  not 
called  for,  since  they  had  a  measure  in 
progress  which  would  ])revent  their  re- 
currence. If  the  h(»n.  gent  who  moved 
this  question  thought  it  necessary  to  excite 
clamour  and  discontent  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  the  Parliamentary  Reform, 
which  he  stood  pledged  to  the  house  an(> 
pubiTc  to  bring  forward,  he  had  found 
means  to  do  so  even  in  the  short  speech 
he  had  made.  The  right  hon.  gent,  ex- 
pressed his  resolution  to  oppose  this  mo- 
tion, or  any  other  of  a  similar  nature, 
which  promised  to  give  food  and  fuel 
to  that  popular  ferment,  which  it  should 
be  the  object  of  the  house  to  allay. 

Mr.  If'^i/^rea^;^  complained  that  the  right 
hqn.  gentleman's  speech  was  a  tissue  of 
misrepresentations  of  what  he  had  said. 
He  had  never  said  the  house  ef  com- 
mons decided  from  corrupt  motives,  but 
persons  out  of  doors  said  so,  and  not 
that  he  agreed  in  opinion  with  them. 

Lord  Cochrane  said,  his  principal  rea- 
son for  supporting  Parliamentary  Reform 
upon  old  constitutional  principles  was, 
as  he  had  stated  at  a  late  popular  meeting, 
in  order  to  set  ministers  free  from  those 
discussions,  which  occupied  too  much  of 
their  time,  and  rendered  them  unable 
to  attend  to  the  important  business  of  their 
iKTeral  departments,  the  neglect  of  which 


he  had  too  often  witnessed  on  foreign  sta- 
tions. If  th#  people  were  fairly  repre* 
sented  in  that  house,  his  opinion  was,  that 
there  would  be  less  of  captious  opposition 
or  tedious  controversy ;  corruption  would 
be  set  aside ;  opposition  would  have  no 
abuses  to  point  out ;  and  ministers,  being 
disengaged  from  the  task  of  defending 
such  things,  would  be  able  to  devote  their 
minds  more  profitably  for  the  state,  to 
the  objects  he  had  before  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said  he  could  remember 
no  debate  in  which  so  many  speeches  had 
been  thrown  away.  Ministers  being  ac- 
cused of  having  procured  the  election  of 
an  individual  by  improper  influence,  and 
of  dismissing  or  causing  that  individual  to 
vacate  his  seat,  because  he  refused  to  vote 
contrary  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience  ; 
the  question  was  whether  or  not  an  inqui- 
ry should  be  made  into  the  circumstance^, 
and  in  answer  to  it  they  had  been  about 
five  hours  debating  on  the  proceeding  that 
had  taken  place  out  of  that  house  at  pub- 
lic meetings,  and  discussing  the  propri- 
ety ofattempting a  Parliamentary  Reform. 
Such  a  change  as  they  proposed  endea- 
vouring to  eftect,  he  thought  no  trifling 
question.  It  would  be  a  change  most 
awftd,  most  tremendous  in  the  present 
state  of  the  world,  he  should  therefore  be 
silent  on  that  subject  till  some  measure 
was  proposed  to  that  ettlct  which  he  felt 
called  upon  by  his  duty  to  support.  It 
was  impossible  for  him  to  vote  that  the 
whole  should  be  passed  over  without  far- 
ther notice.  He  did  not  know  that  the 
facts  stated  were  correct,  but  he  did  know 
that  the  individual  whose  name  had  been 
mentioned  was  a  member  of  that  house, 
and  that  he  did  vacate  his  seat  about  the 
time  stated :  whether  or  not  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  an  intimation  to  that  cflect 
from  the  Treasury,  he  could  not  Uke  upon 
himself  to  stale.  Therefore,  when  an  hon. 
member  brought  such  a  subject  forward, 
and  stated  it  to  be  in  his  power  to  prove 
the  truth  of  such  allegations,  he  certainly 
could  not  oppose  the  inquiry. — With  re- 
spect to  the  mode  of  procuring  Seats  in 
that  house,  it  certainly  was  highly  impro- 
per; but  knowing  how  long  such  prac- 
tices had  been  carried  on,  knowing  how 
many  had  sat  there  in  every  parliament 
since  the  Revolution  through  similar  in- 
fluence, he  could  not  think  it  would  be 
acting  like  a  man  of  honour  were  he  to 
take  advantage  of  a  political  adversary 
under  such  circumstances.  There  existed 
no  man  on  the  face  of  the  earth  who  had  so 
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gtrong  a  claim  on  his  resentment  ns  one  of 
the  accused.  His  conduct  towards  Ireland 
he  could  not  remember  but  with  ind  ignation. 
It  was  owing  to  him  in  a  great  measure  that 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  was  put  down- 
put  down  by  practices  which  he  would  not 
name — and  he  could  not  but  feel  a  more 
than  ordinary  degree  of  hoMiiliiy  towards 
that  individual  when  he  reflected  on  that 
circumstance.  He  felt  ihei clou*  the  neces- 
sity, of  bein^on  his  guard,  lest  he  should 
carry  his  reseniment  to  an  unjustifiable 
length.  A  few  evenings  ago  he  had  voted 
against  lord  Castlcreagh;  he  wo'dd  a^ain 
do  so  were  that  discussion  brouj^ht  forward 
again,  but  in  Jjie  present  case  tlie  circum- 
stances were,  in  his  opinion,  very  differ- 
ent. It  was  impossible  tor  him  to  recon- 
cile it  to  his .  conscience  to  vote  against 
him  for  having  been  concerned  in  alledged 
transactions  of  that  nature.  He  did  not 
think  it  justice  when- those  practices  were 
carried  on  by  ten  thousand  different  per- 
sons, to  select  those  gentlemen  charged  by 
the  hon.  member  to  be  the  only  victims, 
when  so  many  who  had  sat  there  before 
him,  nay  who  sat  there  with  him,  were 
suffered  to  escape  with  impunity.  The 
hon.  baronet  had  said  that  every  sensible 
man  laughed  at  a  Bill  recently  brought 
in  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Cur\v'en).  The 
hon.  baronet  he  supposed  would  not  con- 
sider any  man  sensible  who  did  not  laugh 
at  it,  but  he  did  not  hesitate  to  stale  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  bill  was  calculated  to 
produce  the  most  beneficial  eftects.  In- 
stead of  considering  of  any  wild  plan  of 
Reform,  he  thought  it  would  be  well  if 
they  took  that  bill  into  considrration,  im- 
prove it  wlien  it  would  admit  of  improve- 
ment, and  iiiaAC  the  best  they  could  of  it, 
to  prevent  such  evils  from  r<*curring  in 
future.;  but  not  to  proceed  against  indivi- 
duals Ijecause  that  had  been  proved  to 
exist  which  had  long  been  notorious ; 
which  was  not  more  strange  to  us  than  the 
snn  at  noonday;  which  was  as  well  known 
as  the  streets  of  the  metropolis.  lie  was 
aware  it  might  be  said,  because  he  thus 
defended  ministers;  tliat  some  of  his 
friends  were  guilty  of  similar  actions:  he 
did  not  know,  he  could  not  answer  for 
them,  but  he  could  answer  for  himself. 
Than  himself  no  one  could  be  more  inno- 
cent; he  had  never  given  one  shilling 
away  in  his  life  to  bribe  an  elector.  The 
question  was  not,  whether  one  party 
had  been  more  culpable  than  the  other, 
but  w  hether  it  would  be  proper  to  pro- 
ceed againut  individuals  situated   as  the 


two  ministers  charged  hy  the  hon.  g«nt. 
were.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  think  il 
would  be  just  to  select  those  gentlemen  as 
the  only  persons  who  ought  to  be  proceed- 
ed against  on  such  a  charge. 

Lord  Folkestone  did  not  agree  with  the 
hon.  gent,  who  had  ju<;t  sat  down.  He 
had  stated  two  reasons  why  they  should 
not  proceed  against  the  ministers  charged 
with  corruption:  The  first,  because  a  Bill 
had  been  brought  into  the  house  which 
might  prevent  the  so  frequent  recurrence 
of  such  abuses;  thi;  other,  because  the 
facts  were  so  notorious  that  every  one 
knew  of  them.  He  wished  to  know  bow 
long  the  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last,  as 
well  as  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite,  had 
thought  so  favourably  of  that  Bill.  What- 
ever might  be  the  ultimate  success  of  that 
bill,  he  thought  it  no  argument  against 
inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  those  ac- 
cused, nor  did  he  think  the  enormity  of 
such  practices  diminished  by  their  noto- 
riety. Hg  remembered  with  what  a  jeer 
of  denial  the  statements  he  had  made  of  a 
similar  nature  had  been  greeted.  They, 
did  not  deny  that  such  abuses  existed  in 
words,  but  they  did  by  signs,  which  every 
body  understood ;  but  now  gentlemen  op- 
posed the  measure,  because  they  were  ig- 
norant how  far  its  effects  might  extend. 
When  he  moved  that  a  Committee  should 
be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
general  inquiry  into  Abuses,  it  was  oppos- 
ed because  it  was  too  general.  Had  spe- 
cific charges  been  brought,  it  was  stated 
no  opposition  would  have  been  made  ;  but 
now  specific  charges  \^ere  brought  for- 
ward, it  should  appear  they  were  too  Npe- 
citic,  and  a  general  measure  waste  be  pre- 
ferred. Those  who  then  said,  "  bring  for- 
ward specific  charges;  let  us  see  who 
among  us  is  unworthy  a  seat  in  this 
house,*'  now  unblushingly  stood  forward 
to  ^^rcvent  such  an  inquiry  being  insti- 
tuted, and  to  sa•t•en^  those  charged  with 
corruption.  If  their  recent  proceedings 
had  excited  the  indignation  of  the  coun- 
try, he  did  not  think  their  acting  thus 
would  tend  to  allay  the  ferment  excited 
in  the  minds  of  the  people.  They  ought 
to  consider  the  question  as  it  stood  by  it- 
self, and  pronounce  ayeornoaccordinglyi 
as  the  evidence  adduced  might  preponde- 
rate for  or  against  the  persons  accused. — 
The  noble  lord  then  entered  into  the  case 
at  large,  and  concluded  by  stating,  that 
under  all  the  circumstances,  though  he 
knew  a  general  election  had  taken  place 
since  those  who  were  accused  had  been  ifi 
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power,  though  he  knew  that  lUanj  who 
would  be  called  on  to  vote  that  night, 
roust,  like  Mr.  Qujntih  Dick,  Tote  in  their 
favour,  or  vacate  their  seats,  he  did  not 
think  they  could  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  the  abuses  now  so 
heavily  complained  of,  had  existed  un- 
noticed in  those  times  which  had  been 
called  the  best.  They  ought  not  with  a 
rash  and  violent  hand  attempt  to  eradicate 
them  till  the  whole  of  the  circumstances 
had  been  maturely  considered.  For  by 
so  doing,  we  niisht  with,  or  instead  ot^ 
the  evil,  tear  up  that  which  was  infinitely 
more  valuable  lo  u$  than  any  thing  we 
could  possibly  gain  by  such  a  procedure. 
The  elements  of  the  aif  we  breathe  con- 
tain particles  which  we  know  to  be  of  a 
poisonous  nature,  but  were  we  to  attempt 
taking  those  away,  we  should  probably 
take  with  them  that  which  was  essential 
to  our  existence.  So  if  we  attempted  to 
reform  and  alter  the  representation  from 
what  it  ever  had  been  since  the  formation 
of  our  constitution,  we  might  deprive  our 
constitution  by  so  doing  of  all  that  was 
good  and  valuable.  Attempting  to  re- 
move a  blemish,  we  might  tear  the  gar- 
ment and  render  it  worthless.  Were  all 
the  great  men  of  former  times,  whose 
names  we  had  been  accustomed  to  vene- 
rate, to  be  set  down  as  corrupt  men  by  thf 
adoption  of"  such  a  plan  ?  He  would  not 
have  that  constitution,  by  which  the 
country  had  risen  to  what  it  was,  altered 
in  any  respect  whatever.  That  corruption 
did  exist  was  undeniable,  corruption  ex- 
isted from  top  to  bottom,  but  he  believed 
more  would  be  found  at  the  bottom  than  at 
the  top.  The  lower  they  went  the  worse 
they  would  find  it.  What  man,  however 
prudent  and  frugal  in  the  administration 
of  his  own  private  affairs,  could  prevent 
the  existence  of  abuses  on  his  own  pre- 
mises ?  Abuses  would  exist  in  his  kitchen, 
in  his  stable,  or  in  his  garden,  which  he 
could  not  see  nor  prevent.  The  motion 
went  to  charge  government,  not  with 
abuses  countenanced  by  them,  but  with 
those  which  they  rt)uld  not  prevent,  and 
seeking  a  reform  in  parliament  they  would 
go  near  to  overturn  the  government.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  taxes,  great  as 
they  were,  bore  a  greater  proportion  to 
the  revenue  of  the  country  than  formerly. 
If  luxury  did  not  increase  with  the  taxes, 
he  did  not  think  their  weight  would  be 
found  so  excessively  great.  '  Mr.  Quintin 
Dick  had  not  been  forced  to  vacate  his 
teat  as  his  noble  friend^  had  incorrectly 


stated  ;  no  one  could  force  him  to  •  vacate 
it.  He  thought  it  probable  thi  it  Mr. 
Uuintin  Dick  went  to  consult  wiih  minis- 
ters as  to  the  line  of  conduct  he  ou^;ht  to 
pursue,  as  his  conscienqe  Would  not  suffer 
him  lo  vote  with  them.  When  he  tbuod 
his  inclinations  run  counter  the  wisl  les  of 
those  who  had  procured  him  a  sea  t,  he 
might  have  tendered  it  again  to  t  hoBe 
from  whom  he  received  it.  He  did  not 
think  it  would  be  proper  to  punish  ii  idi- 
viduals  for  what  had  been  so  genera  Iky 
practised  by  others  ;  and  concluded  '« by 
generally  opposing  the  motion. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  rose,  amidst  •  t 
tumultuous  call  of  question,  question!  \ 
His  lordship  expressed  great  surprize  at 
the  doctrines  he  had  heard  delivered  on 
the  present  question.  One  right  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  had  declared,  he 
could  not  listen  to  the  charge,  because 
the  practice  on  which  it  was  founded  had 
long  been  as  open  and  broad  as  the  sun 
at  noon-day.  For  his  own  part,  if  he  un- 
derstood the  constitution  ;  if  he  under* 
stood  his  duty  as  a  member  of  that  house, 
if  he  wished  for  the  prosperity  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  country,  he  should  suppose 
that  such  a  conviction  in  the  mind  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  made  it  would  have 
bet'n  a  very  strong  reason  for  his  voting 
in  favour  of  the  motion.  With  respect 
to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  who 
had  just  sat  down,  he  had  with  pain  heard 
and  observed  that  it  seemed  to  cast  such 
indulgence  on  every  species  of  corrup- 
tion, that  if  be  had  not  himself  heard  he 
could  not  have  believed.  There  seemed 
to  be  a  doubt  between  that  right  hon, 
gent,  and  his  majesty's  ministers  whether 
there  was  any  thing  whatever  to  correct 
in  the  present  system  of  parliamentary 
representation.  If  the  house  should  un- 
fortunately determine  to  overlook  the  pre- 
sent charge,^he  trembled  for  it«  dignity 
and  character  having  any  longer  a  place 
in  the  estimation  of  the  people, 

Mr.  Wilberforce  declared  he  never  rose 
to  speak  with  more  pain  and  surprise. 
He  thought  the  bouse  ought  to  come  to  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  the  motion  for 
the  sake  of  its  own  honour  and  dignity. 
There  never  was  a  time  when  under  ■ 
any  state  of  things,  either  within  or  with- 
out the  house,  they  ought  to  be  more 
careful  of  observing  the  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple.— He  was  as  much  disposed  as  any 
man.  not  only  to  vindicate  the  character 
of  the  persons  accused,  but  even  to  ac- 
knowledge the  zeal  and  assiduity  exerted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


323]         PARL.  DEBATES,  Mat  1 1,  ISOO.^Mr.  Madock's  Charge  against         [524 


by  them  in  the  public  service.  But  it 
was  to  its  collective  character  which  the 
house  had  now  to  attend  to ;  and  if 
they  would  but  for  a  moment  consider  the 
question  before  them  with  a  moral  eye, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  about  their  deci- 
sion. This^  among  a  multiplicity  of  other 
reasons,  imposed  it  as  a  duty  upon  him  to 
▼ote  for  the  original  question. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  begged  leave 
to  offer  a  few  observations,  even  at  that 
late  hour  of  the  night,  although  he  had 
but  little  to  add  to  the  arguments  which 
had  already  been  urged  against  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  gent.  He  could  not  well  re- 
firain  from  reminding  the  house  that  the 
motion  at  present  before  them  was  ac- 
knowledged to  be  a  first  step  towards 
Parliamentary  Reform;  and  that  the 
means  proposed  for  enabling  the  house  to 
take  thatstep^  were  impracticable.  Against 
such  a  measure  the  house  had  now  to  make 
a  stand — a  determined  stand  against  the  en- 
croachments of  the  factious.  The  time 
was  now  come,  when  not  only  a  great 
majority  of  that  house,  but  also  all  the  re- 
flecting and  sound  part  of  the  country, 
would  pronounce  an  opinion,  that  in  re- 
sisting the  motion  of  the  hon.  gent,  they 
acted  a  part  not  less  acceptable  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  than  it  was  con- 
ducive to  the  safety  of  the  state.  The 
question  before  the  house  should  not  be 
considered  on  narrow  grounds,  or  on  its 
own  particular  and  separate  merits.  It 
was  the  duty  of  parliament  to  view  it  in 
all  its  bearings,  and  uhite  they  attended 
to  the  particular  case,  not  to  overlook  its 
general  consequences;  what  these  con- 
sequences might  be,  it  was  no  difficult 
matter  to  conjecture,  when  due  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  the  nature  of  the  Resolu- 
tions which  had  been  passed  elsewhere, 
and  to  the  names  that  were  aihxed  to  those 
Resolutions.  The  house  were  told  to  take 
care  how  they  acted  in  contradiction  to 
the  sense  of  the  people.  But  how  and 
where  was  the  sense  to  be  ascertained  ? 
Was  it  in  the  commons  house  of  parlia- 
ment, or  in  those  meetings  which  were 
held  to  canvass  the  conduct  of  that  house? 
Were  the  house  to  listen  only  to  those 
among  them  who  came  reeking  from  those 
meetings,  and  who  would  inculcate  on  the 
bouse  the  lessons  which  they  received  and 
brought  from  such  a  school  ?  Should  we 
not  look  to  the  motives  from  which  such 
persons  acted,  as  well  as  to  the  principles 
they  thought  proper  to  profess,  and  in 
taking  this  view  of  the  nature  and  tendency 


of  ibeir  conduct  were  we  not  to  learn 
what  we  should  avoid,  as  well  as  what  we 
had  to  adopt  ?  With  respect  to  the  scheme 
which  was  hatching  in  those  meetings,  no 
man  could  be  in  the  dark.  We  had 
to  guard  against  the  machinations  of 
dangerous  demagogues :  at  least  whea 
such  meetings  presumed  to  bring  the 
conduct  of  that  house  to  account,  that 
house  had  an  equal  right  to  enquire 
into,  and  animadvert  upon  the  tendency 
of  their  conduct.  Indeed,  it  were  an  ab- 
juration of  common  sense  not  to  see  the 
motives,  and  to  appreciate  the  conse- 
quences of  the  present  motion.  The  at- 
tempt at  Parliamentary  Reform  was  at  all 
times  questionable;  at  a  moment  like 
the  present  it  was  dang^^rous  in  the  ex- 
treme ;  and  might  lead  to  consequences 
beyond  any  conjecture  or  calculation. 
The  object  of  the  present  motion  was 
merely  to  immolate  two  public  characters 
upon  his  side  of  the  house ;  but  if  it  were 
now  to  be  acceded  to,  would  it  stop  there  ? 
Would  not  the  spirit  it  was  intended  to 
excite  call  to-morrow  for  more  stately 
and  more  numerous  victims  on  the  other 
side  ?  Where  would  its  practical  conse- 
quences stop  ?  It  must  bear  down  all  pub- 
lic men  in  all  public  situations,  and  leave 
their  room  to  be  filled  by  providential  men 
without  practice,  without  experience.  The 
house  would  surely  pause  before  they 
adopted  a  proposition  that  must  lead  to 
sucn  a  series  of  consequences.  He  must 
again  be  permitted  to  remind  the  house, 
that  the  main  and  sole  object  of  the  pre- 
sent motion  was  a  reform  in  parliament; 
that  the  hon.  mover,  and  more  particular- 
ly the  noble  lord  (Folkestone)  who  sup- 
ported the  motion,  expressly  stated  that 
they  were  actuated  by  no  hostile  feelings 
against  his  colleagues;  that  they  had  no 
wish  or  intention  whatsoever  to  see  them 
removed  from  office ;  that  their  great  ob- 
ject was  a  reform  of  that  house;  in  short, 
that  all  their  claims  were  directed  to  par- 
liamentary reform.  They  had  already  ad- 
vanced two  steps ;  they  had  but  one  more 
to  take,  and  that  was  to  relieve  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  from  all  attendance  in 
parliament.  They  w^ld  first  rob  public 
men  of  all  the  influence  of  character, 
well  knowing  that  without  such  a  shield 
they  must  prove  defenceless  and  impotent. 
In  short,  they  would  take  every  thing  that 
was  liberal  from  the  ambition  for  place, 
and  reduce  public  men  to  that  degraded 
standard  to  which  such  a  motion  as  the 
present  must  level  them.     With  all  hii 
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anxiety  for  parliamentary  reform,  the 
avowed  object  of  bis  motion,  as  originally 
announced,  tbe  hon.  gent,  tbought  pro- 
per to  shift  his  ground,  and  with  more 
depth  of  design,  and  dexterity  of  execu- 
tion, be  now  came  forward  with  a  separate 
measure,  with  a  measure  that  was  only  a 
preliminary  to  the  attainment  of  his  great 
end.  Neither  would  he  state  the  sort  of 
reform  he  wished  for,  but  merely  dwelt 
upon  the  necessity  of  a  general  reform,  as 
arising  from  rerrnt  opinions  which  had 
sprung  from  disclosures  made  by  a  recent 
investigation  ;  but  here  he  had  to  observe, 
that  although  public  opinion,  when  legiti- 
mately pronounced,  was  always  to  be  re- 
spected, yet  the  influence  that  was  sup- 
posed to  have  guided  that  house  on  that 
decision,  might  in  a  great  measure,  have 
been  misunderstood.  For  other  causes 
than  uhat  were  imputed  to  corruption: 
for  other  predilections  than  those  which 
were  supposed  to  be  then  acted  upon 
tended  to  that  decision,  ft  spoke  of  the 
power  of  that  house  in  terms  not  to  be 
misconceived.  It  proved  that  there  was 
nothing  so  high  that  might  not  be  brought 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  that  house.  It 
proved  that  even  the  intimation  of  its  dis- 
approl>ation  had  produced  as  great  an 
eiiect  as  could  have  been  brought  about 
by  its  most  direct  and  severe  anims^d  version. 
Good  God  !  was  this,  then,  the  period  to 
suppose  that  the  character  of  the  house  of 
commons  was  lost ;  and  that  every^  the 
most  hazardous,  experiment  should  be 
made  to  relieve  it  ?  Still  it  was  the  cha- 
racter and  the  influence  of  that  house  that 
achieved  all  qur  blessings,  and  distinguish- 
ed the  character  and  the  condition  of  this 
country  from  that  of  any  other  country  in 
the  world  ;  and  was  the  source  from  which 
such  blessings  flowed  to  be  described  only 
as  corrupt,  to  be  stigmatized  only  as  a  sink 
of  corruption,  an  object  of  alarm  and  dis- 
gust ?  Of  whatever  atoms  such  a  body 
was  composed,  whether  it  was  the  result 
of  some  grand  design,  or  merely  the 
ofi&pring  of  their  fortuitous  concurrence, 
it  mattered  not:  Out  of  it  grew  the 
marked  character,  the  vital  principle 
which  distinguished  this  country  from  all 
others,  and  which  operated  as  the  peren- 
nial source  of  blessings  unknown  to  any 
other  nation.  Was  this  a  thing  to  be 
wantonly  or  wicked  trifled  with?  The 
right  hon.  gent,  concluded,  by  suggesting 
a  mode  of  combining  in  one  i)oth  the  ori- 
ginal motion  and  the  amendments  that 
were  proposed  to  it. 


Mr.  Hutchinson  protested  against  the 
doctrine  of  that  night,  which  posterity 
would  reprobate.  When  it  should  hear 
that  a  house  of  commons  was  found  so 
debased  as  to  acknowledge  tbe  existence 
of  corruption  in  its  formation,  and  justify 
the  existence  of  it.  (Cries  of  withdraw, 
withdraw,  and  violent  uproar).  It  was  at 
least  consistent  for  those,  said  the  hon. 
member,  to  drown,  if  possible,  the  discus- 
sion of  men  who  opposed  them.  Con- 
vinced, as  they  must  be,  that  such  con- 
duct as  they  pursued  that  night,  could  nei- 
ther bear  inquiry,  argument,  or  the  touch- 
stone of  common  integrity. 

Mr.  JV.  Smith  thought  the  house  bound 
to  reflect  upon  the  alledged  interference 
of  lord"  Castlerea^h,  with  the  vote  of  Mr. 
Dick  upon  a  judicial  question  of  high  im- 
portance. [No,  No,  from  the  ministerial 
benches].  If  the  fact  be  not  so,  why  not 
inquire  ?  [No,  No,  from  the  same  quarter]. 
I  repeat  the  words — If  the  fact  be  not  so, 
why' not  inquire  }  and  if  with  the  question 
thus  put  to  you,  you  refuse  to  inquire,  the 
country  will  not  fail  to  form  its  own  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  P^iter  Moore  stated,  that  on  a  former 
occasion,  when  he  opposed  himself  to  the 
general  motion  of  a  noble  lord  (Folkestone)^ 
because  it  did  not  state  some  definite 
grounds,  he  had  then  the  honour  of  beine 
cheered  by  his  majesty's  ministers  and 
their  adherents.  Their  objection  then 
was, — your  motion  is  too  wide-wasting, 
too  indefinite,  and  therefore  we  oppose  it ; 
but  give  us  something  in  a  tangible  shape 
and  we  will  withdraw  our  resistance  } 
Here  then  was  something  in  a  tangible, 
shape;  here  was  specific  corruption  offered 
to  be  proved  against  two  members  of  tlieir 
body,  in  confidential  situations  under  the 
crown.  How  has  it  been  received  ?  Shame 
to  say,  its  existence  has  not  only  been 
admitted  from  time  immemorial,  but  even 
justified  from  both  sides  of  the  house.  Let 
the  house  cautiously  reflect  how  it  sends 
abroad  such  principles,  sanctioned  by  their 
decision.  In  such  an  attempt  to  vindicate 
the  character  of  the  two  rt.  hon.  gentlemen, 
they  will  fail  to  retrieve  them,  whilst  they 
sacrifice  to  eternity  the  Hbnour,  the  cre- 
dit, and  the  character  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons. 

Mr.  Madoch  made  a  brief  reply,  de- 
fended the  consistency  of  his  public  Ijfe 
and  the  purity  of  his  motives.  He  felt 
impelled  to  the  course  by  the  sense  of 
public  duty,  from  which,  not  even  the 
conduct  of  that  night  should  succeed  in 
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warping  hini.     A  right  hen.  gent.  (Mr. 
Windham)  bad  confessed,  that  corruption 
existed  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the 
»tate.     He  vnis  sorry  to  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  gent,  on  this  point.     It  did, 
indeed,  exist  most  generally.     Its  univer- 
sality and  ubiq  uity  were  frightful,  and  re- 
minded him  of  Virgil's  figure  of  Fame  : 
*  loj^rediturque    solo,  et  caput  inter  nubila 

condit.* 
The  Questiont    being   loudly  called  for, 
strangers  were  o:rdered  to  withdraw.     The 
two  Amendment*?  were  negatived  without 
a  division.     The    house   then   divided  on 
the  original  moti  on,   as  proposed  by  Mr. 
Madocks  ;  when  t  he  numbers  were : — 
,    Noes     ---..-     310 
Ayes     ------       85 

Majority  a  gainst  Inquiry  — 223 


List  of  tht 

Adams,  Charles 
Althorp,  viscount 
Antonie,  VViUiam  Lee 
Astley,  sir  J.  H. 
Babitigton,  ThOmas 
Barham,  Joseph  Foster 
Baring,  Alexander 
Biddulph,H.M. 
Bradshaw,  h.  A.  C. 
Brand,  h.  Thomas 
Browne,  Anthony 
Burdett,  sir  Francis 
Byng,  George      • 
Calvert,  Nicholson 
Cochrane,  lord 
Combe,  Harvey  C. 
Cooke,  Bryan 
Creevcy,  Thomas 
Curwen,  J.  Chnntian  . 
Dickenson,  William 
Dondas,  Charles 
Fellowes,  h.  Newton 
Fitzpatrick,  rt.  h.  Rd. 
Forbes,  viscount 
Giles,  Daniel 
Gower,  earl 
Grant,  Charles 
Grattan,  rt.  h.  Henry 
HtUsey,  Joseph 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Hrbbert,  George 
Hoijywood,  William 
Horner,  Francis 
tloward,  Henry 
Howorth.  Humphrey 
Hughes,  Wm.  Lewis 
Hutchinson,  h.  C.  H. 
Hussey,  William 
Jekyll,  JosepI* 
Johnes,  Thomas 
£ins,  sir  J.  Dashwood 
Knapp,  George    - 
Xambe,  b.  William 
Xtambton;  Ra)ph  John 


•  Minority, 
Langton,  Wm.  Gore 
.Lemon,  sir  Wm. 
l^emon,  John 
L  loyd,  sir  Edw.  Pryce 
Lvttleton,  h.  Wm.  H. 
M*'Donald,  James 
Markhara,  John 
Mai'tin,  Henry 
Mau.le,  h.  Wiljiam 
Mildmay,  sir  Harry 
Miller,  sir  I'hnmas 
Milner,  sir  W.  M. 
Milton,  lord  viscount 
Moore,  Peter 
Mosley,  sir  Oswald 
Mostyn,  sir  Thomas 
North,  Dudley 
Northey,  William 
Ossulston,  lord 
Parnell,  Henry 
Pelham,  h.  C.  A. 
Peicy,  earl 
Porchcster,  lord 
Pym,  Francis 
Romilly,  sir  Samuel 
Savage,  Fratjcis 
Scudaroore,  It.  Philip 
Sharp,  Richard 
Shepley,  William 
■Smith,  William 
St.  Aubyn,  sir  John 
Symonds,  TIk>.  ?owel 
Talbot,  ViA.  Wogan 
Thornton,  Henry 
Tracey,  C.  Han  bury 
Walpoie,  h.  George 
Western,  C.  Callis    • 
Wharton,  John 
Whitbread,  Samuel 
Wilberforce,  William 
W^ardle,  G.  L. 
Tellers, 
Madocks,  Wm.  Alex. 
Folkestone^  viscount 


[Convention  with  Sweden.]  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Canning  laid  before  the  house,  a 
copy  ofthe  Convention  between  the  king 
of  England  and  his  Swedish  majesty,  con- 
cluded on  the  Jst  of  March,  1808.  He 
said,  this  Convention  had  been  alluded  to 
in  his  majesty's  spt  ech  on  the  opening  of 
the  session,  and  would  have  been  sooner 
laid  before  the  house,  but  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  accompany  it, by  some  commu- 
nication which,  under  the  existing  state  of 
circumstances  between  both  nations,  it 
was  necessary  tct  postpone.  He  had  now 
to  state,  that  no  part  ofthe  stipulated  sub- 
sidy had  been  paid  to  Sweden  beyond  the 
first  three  months'  instalment,  nor  would 
it  be  requisite  to  propose  any  vote  more 
in  the  budget  of  this  day.  The  existing 
state  of  circumstances  between  both  coun- 
tries was  such  as  did  not  enable  him  to 
make  any  definite  communication  to  the 
house  at  this  time  ;  but  it  was  necessary 
to  lay  the  paper  before  the  house  as  a 
ground  for  the  vote  to  be  proposed. 

Mr.  Whitbread  declared  himself  perfect- 
ly satisfied  by  the  explanation  upon  this 
subject. 

[Foreigners  holding  Commissions.] 
Mr.  Whitbread  rose  to  revive  a  motion 
which  he  had  proposed  yesterday,  but 
which  he  was  then  induced  to  defer  at  the 
request  of  the  noble  lord  opposite  to  him 
(Castlereagh).  It  was  for  a  return  of  the 
names  of  all  the  officers  attached  to  the 
foreign  corps,  raised  under  colonel  Char- 
mllly :  the  various  sums  advanced  to  them 
in  the  way  of  allowance,  or  otherwise; 
and  also  their  present  state  in  his  majes- 
ty's service.  It  did  not  strike  him  that 
there  could  be  any  objection  to  comply 
with  the  motion.  The  whole  of  those  of- 
ficers were  known  to  be  Roman  catholics: 
he  believed  there  were  many  of  them, 
who  from  their  conduct  had  not  proved 
themselves  to  be  men  of  the  most  unex- 
ceptionable character,  although  there 
were  many  others  whose  conduct  was  cer- 
tainly irreproj^chable.  It  was,*  however, 
pretty  extraordiiiary,  that  in  1794,  when 
the  letters  of  service  were  issued  to  French 
officers  to  enlist  French  soldiers  from  a 
military  prison  into  his  majesty's  service, 
a  positive  refusal  was  given  by  the  go- 
vernment, of  the  late  duke  of  Bedford's 
request  for  a  coipmission  for  the  command 
of  his  own  armed  tenantry  in  the  defence 
of  his  own  country,  under  an  apprehension 
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that  io  trust  that  nobleman  with  ih^  com- 
mand of  his  own  armed  tenantry, would  have 
been  dangerous  to  the  stale.  The  hon, 
member  concluded  by  moving,  "  That 
there  be  laid  before  this  house,  an  account 
of  all  foreigners  hoUiing  commissions  in 
hi9  majesty's  service,  Mid  the  dates  of 
iheip  first  and  present  commissions,  toge- 
ther with  an  account  of  all  extra  allow- 
ances of  every  description  made  to  such 
officers,  if  any,  and  the  reason  for  such  al- 
lowances; also,  an  account  of  the  present 
state  of  service  of  such  officers,  whether 
upon  the  staff,  or  with  the  regiments  to 
which  they  may  belong." 

Lord  Castlereagk  said,  that  he  only  re- 
quested the  hon.  member  yesterday  to 
postpone  his  motion,  in  order  to  have  ^ 
opportunity  of  consulting  with  others,  how 
far  it  might  be  adviseahle  to  grant  the  re* 
turn.  Upon  the  fullest  consideration, 
however,  it  was  thought  that  the  names  of 
those  officers,  and  their  present  situations 
in  the  service,  could  not  be  communicated 
without  exposing  them  to  great  hazard 
and  injury  at  some  future  time ;  and,  upon 
this  account  only,  he  must  resist  the  mo- 
tion. 

'  Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  the  names  of 
those  officers  were  by  no  means  secret ; 
they  were  inserted  in  an  authentic  list  of 
the  army,  published  monthly,  and  must  be 
known  to  every  body  desirous  of  learning 
their  names.  Therefore,  he  must  consider 
the  reason  assigned  by  the  noble  lord,  as 
a  mere  subterfuge  for  "withholding  the  do- 
cument he  required.  He  could  not,  how- 
«y«r,  avoid  remarking  again,  that  while 
liis  majesty's  government  had  thought  fit 
to  refuse  the  late  duke  of  Bedford  a  com- 
mission, for  the  command  of  his  own  te- 
nantry, in  the  defence  of  his  native  land, 
as  too  dangerous  a  confidence  to  repose 
in  a  nobleman  who  diiiered  from  them  in 
politics,  and  also  to  refuse  to  lord  Petre  a 
commission  for  the  command' of  400  of  his 
own  infantry,  armed  and  clothed  at  his 
own  expcnce,  for  the  like  purpose,  upon 
no  other  pretence  than  that  of  his  being  a 
Roman  catholic  ;  still  they  felt  no  hesita- 
tion in  granting  to  colonel  Charmilly,  a 
Frenchman,  an  utter  stranger,  and  a  Ro- 
man catholic,  letters  of  service  to  recruit 
French  soldiers  at  the  door  of  a  military 

£rison,  for  his  majesty's  service,  and  at  a 
ounty  of  sixteen  guineas  per  man ;  and 
afterwards,  when  they  deemed  it  expedi- 
ent to  disband  this  regimejat,  to  turn  them 
loose  upon  the  public.  One  of  the  mo- 
tions he  made  upofi  a  former  night,  was 
Vt)L.  XIV. 


for  an  account  of  the  money  advanced  to 
colonel  Charmilly,  but  to  this  no  proper 
return  was  made.  He  must  therelore 
press  the  present  motion,  and  take  the 
sense  of  the  house  upon  it. 

The  question  was  immediately  put,  and 
the  house  divided.     Ayes,  29.     Noes,  54. 

[The  Budget  ]  The  order  of  the  day 
was  read  .for  going  into  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  Upon  the  question  that 
the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair  being  put, 

Mr.  Pamell  rose,  and  objected  to  going 
into  the  committee  at  present,  a«  the  An* 
nual  Accounts  had  not  been  laid  before 
the  house  in  time  to  have  been  printed, 
and  in  the  hands  of  members  previously 
to  the  opening  of  the  Budget. 

Mr.  Huskis9on  apprehended,  the  hon« 
gent,  would  not  wish  to  postpone  th* 
Budget  on  this  account.  By  law,  these 
accounts  were  to  be  deliverea  by  the  25th 
of  March  in  every  year,  before  which 
time  it  was  impossible,  on  account  of  th% 
multiplicity  of  papers  to  be  laid  on  the 
table,  to  prepare  them ;  and  it  was  not 
till  lately  that  the  Budget  was  opened  so 
late  as  the  12ih  of  May.  This  busines* 
used  formerly  to  take  place  before  Christ- 
mas, and  it  would  always  in  such  a  case,  | 
be  utterly  impossible  to  get  the  accounts 
printed  before  the  opening  of  the  Budget. 

Sir  John  Newport  doubted  this  impossi- 
bility, since  Irish  accounts  could  be  al- 
ways ready  at  an  earlier  period.  It  wat 
of  no  consequence  to  lay  them  before  the 
house,  if  they  were  taken  away  for  so  long 
a  time  to  be  printed  ;  and  he  thought  that 
either  they  should  not  be  taken  away  for 
this  purpose,  or  that  duplicates  of  them, 
should  be  provided  to  lie  upon  the  table* 
for  the  use  of  members. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  hon,  member, 
that  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  house,  du- 
plicates were  now  always  laid  upon  tho 
table  ;  and  as  to  the  length  of  tiipe  lost 
in  printing,  the  hon.  member  would  recol- 
lect that  of  all  printing,  figure  printings 
was  the  most  tedious  and  intricate. 

The  Cfiaucellor  qf  tJie  Excheouer  asked  if 
the  only  advantage  to  be  derived  firom 
laying  these  Annual  Accounts  on  th^ 
table,  was  their  consideration  on  this  par- 
ticular day  ?  and  contended  that  their 
production  at  any  period  of  the  session, 
would  operate  as  a  sufficient  check,  al- 
though they  might  not  be  produced  pcc- 
vious  to  the  opening  of  the  Budget. 

Mr.  Ro9e  bore  testimony  to  the  difficul- 
ty of  getting  the  Accounts  ready  even  by 
the  25th  of  March. 

«M  ^  r-         T 
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Mr.  Pamell  said,  that  last  session  he 
ivished  to  look  at  these  accounts,  and  was 
informed  that  they  were  ^gone  to  the 
printer's*  and  that  he  could  not  see  them. 
Duplicates  of  the  Irish  Accounts,  he 
knew,  had  not  been  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  that  led  him  to  suppose,  that  the  same 
was  then  the  case  with  respect  to  the  Ac- 
counts of  this  country. 

The  Accounts  of  the  produce  of  the 
War-Taxes  were  then  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee ;  when  the  bouse  having  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means, 

The  Chancellor  qftlie  Exchequer  rose,  pur- 
suant to  notice,  to  submit  to  the  committee 
a  statement  of  the  Ways  and  Means  of  the 
year.  In  proceeding  to  propose  the  re- 
solution with  which  he  meant  to  conclude, 
for  ratifying  the  contract,  made  that 
morning  by  the  Treasury,  for  a  Loan  of 
14,600,(KX)/.  to  complete  the  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  year,  it  would  not  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  take  up  much  of  the  time 
or  attention  of  the  committee  by  any  in- 
troductory remarks.  The  satisfactory  na- 
ture of  the  contract,  and  the  advantageous 
terms  for  the  public,  upon  which  it  bad 
been  concluded,  would  be  sufficient  .to  en- 
title it  to  the  earnest  attention  of  the  com* 
mittee,  and  the  entire  approbation  of  par- 
liament. Without  further  preface,  there- 
fore, h6  should  proceed  to  the  important 
duty  he  had  to  perform,  in  stating  the 
Supplies  which  had  been  voted  for  the 
service  of  the  present  year,  and  then  in 
succession  the  correspondent  Ways  and 
Means  which  bad  been  provided  to  defray 
those  supplies.  The  committee  would 
observe,  that  there  were  but  few  of  the 
supplies  which  he  had  to  enumerate, 
which  had  not  been  already  voted  ;  but 
as  be  went  along,  he  proposed  to  point  out 
what  were  yet  to  be  voted  by  parliament. 
The  supplies  voted  were  : 


SUPPUES. 

Kavy 

Army    ------- 

Ordnance, 

EncUnd    -    - 

Iremnd    -    -    - 
Miscellaneous, 

England    -    - 

Ireland     -    -    - 
Vote  of  Credit, 

England    -    - 

Ireland    -    ",    - 

Swedish  Subsidy 

Sicilian  Subsidy 


5,275,^98 1 
627,876  J 

1,173,751  I 
126,249  J 

3,000,000  > 
300,000$ 


18,986,867 
21,144,770 

5,903,174 
1,900,000 

3,300,000 

300,000 
400,000 


Total  Joint  Charge    51,934,911 


England's  Separate  CImrges. 
Def.  Malt  Duty 
Int.  on  Exch. 
5  per  cents. 


iUgiana  s  separate  Vyimrges. 
Duty,  1807,    366,211) 
:ch.  Bills   -    l,500.Qp0>     1,927,07» 
S.1797,  -    -    60,867) 


Total  Supplies    53,861,990 
Deduct    Ireland's    proportion    of 

Supply  and  Civil  List  -  -    -    -    6,273,966 

On  account  of  England    47,588,024 

To  meet  these  Supplies,  the  articles  al- 
ready voted,  and  those  which  he  shou'.d 
have  the  honour  to  propose,  the  Ways  and 
Means  provided,  were  as  follow  : — 

WAYS  AND  MEANS.  £. 

Duty  on   Malt,  Pensions,  &c.  -  -     3,000,000 

Estimated     Surplus    Consolidated 

Fund,  to  April  5,    1810     -  -  -     4,000,000 

Surplus  Ways  and  Means,  1808  -     2,757,353 

War    Taxes 19,000,000 

LoUery   - ,   300,000 

Excess  of  Exchequer  Bills,  49 
Geo.  3,  cap.  21.  after  reserving 
sufficient  to  pay  olf  7,345,200/. 
issued  per  Act  48  Geo.  3,  cap.  7, 
the  remainder  having  been 
funded  - - 3,154,800 

Excess  of  ditto,  voted  in  the  pre- 
sent Session,  after  reserving  suf- 
ficient to  pay  off  4,644,100/. 
issued  per  Act  48  Geo.  3,  cap. 
114,  the  reruainder  having  been 
funded , 1,355.900 

Exchequer  Bills  on  Vote  of  Credit     3,000,000 

Repayment  of  Sum  advanced  to 

Portugal 150,000 

Loan 11,000,000 


Supplies ---. 

Surplus  Ways  and  Means  — 


47,718,052 
47,588.024 

130,098 


He  had  next  to  state  to  the  Committee, 
and  it  was  with  satisfaction  he  should 
state,  the  terms  upon  which  the  Loan  had 
been  contracted  for  that  morning.  The 
whole  of  the  Loan  for  the  year  was  four- 
teen millionssix  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
of  which  three  millions  were  for  Ireland, 
and  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  so  that  the 
Loan  for  the  service  of  England  was 
11,000,000/.  This  Loan  had  been  taken 
in  part  in  the  4  per  cents,  partly  in  the  3 
per  cents,  and  partly  in  the  Long  Annuities. 
The  particulars  for  every  10(V.  subscribed 
were, 

4  per  Cents  --.-----^.  60     0    0 

3  per  Cents ---        60     0    0 

Long  Annuities 0     8  10 

The  amount  of  interest  that  would  thus 
be  paid  on  each  100/.  by  the  public,  cal* 
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culating  it  upon  the  present  prices  of  the 
respective  funds  in  which  the  Loan  was 
contracted  for,  would  be  41.  \*As.  lOd:  a 
rate  of  interest,  at  which  the  public  had 
never  before  been  able  to  borrow  money 
— a  rate  at  which  it  was  hardly  possible 
for  any  individual,  however  well  secured, 
or-  prompt  his  payment  might  be,  to  pro- 
cure a  loan.  It  was  not  amiss  to  state  in 
this  place  the  terms  upon  which,  according 
to  the  Convention  entered  into  with  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  the  loan  of  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds  to  that  prince 
was  to  be  secured  both  as  to  the  payment 
of  interest,  and  one  per  cent,  sinking  fund 
and  the  repayment  of  the  principal.  The 
funds  which  had  been  assigned  for  that 
purpose  consisted  of  the  revenues  of  the 
island  of  Madeira,  together  with  a  con- 
signment of  such  produce  of  the  Brazils  as 
belonged  tb  the  Prince  Regent  to  his  agents 
in  this  country,  which  property  was  to  be 
placed  under  the  management  of  these 
agents,  and  the  proceeds  appropriated  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  and  sinking 
fund,  and  the  liquidation  of  the  principal 
of  the  loan. — It  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  house,  that  in  a  former  part  of 
the  session  he  had  submitted  a  proposition 
for  funding  eight  millions  of  Exchequer 
Bills,  which  proposition  had  received  the 
sanction  of  that  house.  Though  this  opera- 
tion had  not  proceeded  to  the  full  extent, 
which  he  then  expected,  he  was  yet  happy 
to  be  able  to  state  to  the  Committee,  that 
the  sum  which  had  actually  been  funded 
under  the  bill  of  the  present  session, 
amounted,  within  a  fraction,  to  the  sum 
originally  proposed,  being  not  less  than 
7,!>32,100/.  It  became  his  duty  on  this 
occasion  to  state  to  the  Committee,  that 
the  capital  created  by  that  operation 
amounted  in  the  5  per  cents  to  7,877,308/. ; 
in  the  3  per  cents,  3S6,336i.  ;  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  capital  created  8,253,654/. 
The  total  charge  for  management  am) 
sinking  fund  upon  this  capital  was  495,22 1  /. 
The  total  charge  upon  the  loan  was 
651,345/.  making  the  grand  total  charge 
upon  both  operations  1,146,566/. — Itmignt 
be  satisfactory  to  the  house  that  he  should 
here  make  a  comparison  between  the  terms 
i^on  which  the  money  had  been  raised  for 
the  service  of  last  year,  and  those  upon 
which  he  had  been  able  to  effect  the  loan, 
and  provide  the  other  ways  and  means  for 
the  service  of  the  present  year.  The 
amount  of  Excbeouer  Bills  funded  last 
year  did  not  exceed  fpur  millions,  and  had 
been  funded  al  an  interest  of  5/.  4«.  9^^. 


with  a  sinking  fund  charge  of  1/.  Is,  2|c/. 
per  cent,  making  together  a  charge  of 
6/.  5«.  1 1|</.  The  interest  on  the  Exche- 
quer Bills  funded  this  year  was  51.  3«.  i^d. 
which  with  a  charge  for  sinking  fund  of 
1  /.  09. 9d.  made  a  total  charge  of  6/.  35.  1  o^d. 
per  cent,  being:  less  than  the  charge  incur- 
red upon  a  similar  operation  last  year; 
and  this  though  the  operation  in  the  pre- 
sent year  was  considerably  larger,  (being 
nearly  double)  than  that  of  last  year.  The 
loan  of  last  year  amounted  to  eight  mil- 
lions, and  was  raised  at  an  interest  of 
4/.  14j.  6\d.  per  cent,  while  the  loan  of 
the  present  year,  amounting  to  more  than 
fourteen  millions,  had  been  raised  at  an 
interest  of  4/.  12*.  \0d.  It  would  con- 
sequently be  a  satisfaction  to  the  com- 
mittee to  perceive,  that,  notwithstaiKling 
the  circumstances  of  the  country,  not- 
withstanding the  increasing  difficulties 
of,  and  the  unavoidable  increase  in  tbe 
public  expenditure,  yet  the  pressure  had 
not  borne  upon  the  wealth  of  the  country 
so  as  to  disable  it  from  making  those  exer- 
tions which  the  exigencies  of  the  times 
called  for,  and  the  pressure  of  the  war  re- 
quired. It  was  a  proud  consideration  for 
the  country,  that  though  the  financial 
operations  required  for  the  pre^e^t  year 
were  so  much  greater  than  those  of  the 
last  year,  still,  even  under  the  increased 
and  increasing  pressure  of  the  war,  the 
terms  upon  which  they  had  been  ejected 
were  more  advantageous  than  in  any 
former  iastance,  a  circumstance  which 
manifested  opening  prospects  of  pros- 
perity, and  shewed  the  preference  given 
by  those,  whose  opinions  usually  governed 
such  transactions,  to  the  circumstances  and 
character  of  the  present  period.  If  the 
Sinking  Fund  were  included  in  the  esti- 
mate of  thb  terms  of  the  loan  in  both 
years,  it  would  give  a  charge  upon  the 
loan  of  last  year  of  51,  1  B(/.  2d.  per  cent, 
whilst  the  charge  upon  the  loan  raised  in 
the  present  year  did  not  exceed  5/.  175. 
2^d, ;  and  including  the  terms  upon  which 
the  whole  sums  were  raised  in  each  yt*ar 
respectively,  the  comparison  of  charge 
was  upon  13,093,253/.  raised  last  year 
6/.  05.  9d.  per  cent,  upon  the  sum  of 
21,200,000/.  raised  in  the  present  year, 
5/.  195.  1  id,  per  cent,  being  an  advantage 
of  1 O^^.  per  cent,  in  favour  of  the  present 
year.  This  comparison  he  felt  it  necessary 
to  make  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  in  order  to^shew  that  though 
the  circumstances  of  the  times  required 
an  increased  expenditure,  and  additional 
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sacrifices,  yet  the  confitlence  of  the  public 
tiad  not  been  depressed,  but  was  enhanced. 
In  additiuq  to  this  statement  respecting  the 
circumstances  of  the  loan,  and  the  in- 
creased confidence  of  the  nionied  market, 
he  had  the  satisfaction  to  add,  that  the 
gentlf  men  who  had  lakt^n  the  loan  were 
not  Jikely  to  lose  by  it,  as  it  was  ab^a  ly, 
as  he  was  informed,  at  a  premium  of  l^ 
per  cent. —  Having  stated  the  amount  of 
the  total  annual  charge  to  be  1,14(),566/. 
it  became  his  duly,  in  the  next  pi  ice,  to 
state  the  manner  in  which  he  proposed  to 
defray  that  charge.  When  he  had  last 
year  proposed  some  taxes,  in  addition  to 
the  means  that  had  fallen  in  within  the 
year,  he  mentioned  that  he  was  induced  to 
that  proceeding,  by  the  consideration,  that 
it  was  better  to  supply  by  new  taxation 
the  difference  between  the  means  that 
existed,  and  the  sura  necessary  for  the 
charge  of  the  year,  than  to  act  upon  the 
principle,  which  had  bocn  adopted  by  the 
noble  lord  opposite  (lord  H.  Petty),  about 
two  years  ago,  which  principle,  he  had 
ncted  upon  in  ihe  preceding  parliament. 
The  principle  upon  whi^*h  that  noble  lord 
had  |troceeded  was,  that  it  would  be  more 
desirable  to  apply  to  the  war  taxes  for 
three  .^ucct'ssive,  ytars  than  to  resort  to  any 
new  sources  of  taxation,  in  the  year  in 
which  the  noWe  lord  had  adopted  that 
principle,  it  had  been  acted  u|>on ;  last 
year  it  had  not,  though  but  a  very  incon- 
siderable addition  was  made  to  the  perma- 
nent taxes.  In  the  |>resent  year  it  was  his 
intention  to  apply  to  the  war  taxes,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  greater  part  of  the  annnni 
charge  created,  and  not  to  impose  any 
new  tax  whatever.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, be  understood,  when  he  declared  his 
intention  to  apply  to  the  war  taxes  this 
year  as  meaning,  that  in  any  future  year 
tie  ?hou!d  adopt  the  same  principle.  The 
nuble  lord  had,  as  he  had  already  observ- 
ed, suggested  the  propriety  of  suspending 
tlie  progress  of  taxation  for  three  years. 
He  was  ready  to  do  justice  to  the  noble 
lord  for  his  intention  to  act  upon  his  own 
principle,  and  was  sure  that  he  would  have 
his  concurrence  in  adopting  it  for  the  pre- 
sent year.  Thus  it  would  be  acted  upon 
during  two  years  instead  of  three,  as  the 
noble  lord  ortginatly  proposed.  Yet,  if 
the  noble  Uird  should  continue  of  opinion 
that  the  principle  should  be  stiil  further 
acted  upon,  he  must  allow,  as  he  had  dis- 
tinctly stated  on  a  former  occasion,  that  a 
svstem  adopted  in  contemplation  of  a  given 
rate  of  expenditure  should  not  continue  to 
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be  acted  upon,  if  that  expenditnre  should 
be  increased.  All  those,  who  supported  the 
proposition  of  the  noble  lord,  wottld,he  was 
6ure,  approve  of  his  adoption  of  the  prin- 
ciple for  the  present  year,  and  think  it  a 
wise  policy  to  abstain  from  new  taxes,  by 
drawing  upon  the  war  taxe^  to  meet  the 
charges  arising  outof  tbe  financial  arrange- 
ments of  the  present  year.  The  whole  of 
the  charge  would  not,  however,  be  to  be 
defrayed  out  of  the  war  taxes.  There  was 
a  bill  at  present  before  the  house,  for  the 
consolidation  of  the  customs,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  wliich,  by  the  way  of  regulation, 
Jie  expected  to  obtain  an  addition  to  the 
permanent  taxes  of  105,000/. ;  and  in  this 
calculation  he  believed  he  was  within  the 
sum  that  was  likely  to  be  produced.  An 
addition,  to  nearly  the  same  amount,  was 
to  be  expected  from  the  operation  of  the 
Consolidation  Bill,  in  the  war  taxes.  The 
sum  so  gained  would  oe  applied  in  dimi- 
nution of  the  annual  charge,  so  that  he 
should  not  have  lo  apply  to  the  war  taxes 
for  much  more  than  one  million.  He  had 
suggested  the  propriety  of  taking  a  Vote 
of  Credit  for  three  millions  for  England ; 
but  he  trusted  that  it  would  not  be  ex« 
pected  that  he  should  go  at  any  length 
into  an  es^planation  of  the  manner  m  which 
that  sum  might  be  applied.  There  was, 
however,  one  circumstance  arising  out  of 
the  present  stale  of  the  continent,  which 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  communicate  to 
the  house.  Under  the  existhig  circum- 
stances of  the  continent,  it  was^not  at  the 
present  moment  thought  desirable,  that 
any  definite  arrangement  should  be  enter-, 
ed  into,  which  should  give  rise  to  any  ex- 
pectation that  his  majesty  would  furnish 
his  allies  with  any  very  considerable  pecu- 
niary assistance.  However  anxious  his 
majesty's  government  might  be  to  assi»t 
them  in  the  struggle  in  which  they  vrare 
engaged,  it  was  not  their  intention  to  bokl 
out  to  those  allies  any  expectation  of 
pecuniary  aid,  during  the  present  year,  to 
a  greater  amount  than  would  be  covered 
by  the  Vote  of  Credit  proposed.  H^  had 
also  to  state  that,  though  no  treaty  had 
been  entered  into  with  the  Austrian  go- 
veriunent  previous  to  the  war,  nor  any 
engagement  made  with  that  power,  yet 
an  expectation  did  certainly  exist  on  the 
part  of  that  power,  as  to  what  this  country 
would  do  in  the  event  of  a  war  taking 
place.  In  consequence  of  this  impression, 
without  having  had  any  communicatioa 
with  his  majesty's  government,  the  Aus- 
trian government,  on  tiie  commencement 
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of  ^e  war,  had  drawn  bills  upon  this  coun- 
try, which  hills  it  had  not  ^been  deemed 
right  to  pay,  until  the  circumstance  should 
be  mentioned  to  parliament.  When  the 
bills  lirrived,  he  would  confew,  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  hts  majesty's  ministers,  to 
^iidvise  his  majesty  to  recommend  to  par- 
iiaoient  to  enable  him  to  pay  them. — If  it 
should  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
house,  it  was  proposed  to  pay  the  bills  out 
of  the  Vote  of  Credit.  [What  is  the 
amoofit  of  these  bills?  was  asked  across  the 
table  by  lord  H.  Petty]  It  was  not  easy 
to  ascertain  yet ;  they  might  perhaps 
amount  to  300^000/.  But  before  any  ap- 
propriation would  be  made  for  the  pay* 
ment  of  these  bills,  it  was  considered  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  procure  the  consent 
and  sanction  of  parliament.  This  subject 
was  not  at  that  moment  open  for  any  dis- 
cussion, nor  could  it  properly  be  made 
the  subject  of  debate,  until  some  specific 
vote  should  be  proposed  upon  the  subject 
The  occasion,  however,  lA  stating  to  the 
committee  the  Ways  and  Means  of  the 
year,  appeared  to  hrm  to  afibrd  the  most 
appropriate  opportunity  of  communicating 
this  circumstance  to  the  bouse,  which, 
upon  every  ground  of  propriety  and  duty, 
ought  not  to  be  kept  back  from  parliament ; 
without  whose  concurrence  no  money 
could  be  appropriated  to  the  case.  Hav- 
ing gone  through  all  he  had  to  state,  he 
concluded  with  moving  a  Rei>olution  for 
agreeing  to  the  terms  of  the  contract  for 
the  Loan. — On  the  question  being  put. 

Mr.  N.  Vansittart  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther any  or  what  portion  of  the  war  taxes 
was  to  be  saddled  with  the  charges  o'f  the 
loan. 

The  Clwncellor  (if  the  Exchequer  re\i\\t^, 
that'the  whole  of  the  charges  were  to  be 
discharged  from  the  war  taxes,  and  parti- 
cularly that  part  of  them  which  came 
under  the  head  of  Excise. 

Lord  if.  Petty  wished  to  offer  a  few  ob- 
servations on  one  part  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  statement,  and  particularly 
that  which  related  to  the  bilb  drawn  by 
the  Austrian  government.  The  propriety 
of  that  step  would  depend  on  the  previous 
relations  subsisting  between  the  tr^o  coun- 
tries, an  explanation  of  which,  he  presum- 
ed, his  majesty's  ministers  would  feel  it 
their  duty  to  otter  to  the  house  before 
parliament  rose.  That  explanation  would 
determine  whether  that  roost  extraordi- 
nary step,  as  he  must  characterize  it,  was 
to  be  attributed  to  his  majesty's  ministers, 
or  the  AoftriaD  government,    it  would  be 


impossible  ibr  him  at  present  to  t#uch  fur- 
ther upon  the  subject,  without  trenching 
on  that  more  widely  extended  subject,  the 
propriety  of  granting  subsidies  to  the 
powers  of  Europe  in  the  present  state  of 
the  continent  On  that  difficult  question 
he  would  not  attempt  to  lay  down  any 
general  principle,  for  it  was  a  question  that 
must  be  always  tried  and  determined  by  a 
particular  re/erence  to  the  specihc  cases 
that  might  arise,  and  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  subsidies  were  required. 
This  however,  he  should  not  hesitate  to 
state,  that  great  deliberation  should  pre- 
cede any  such  issues  of  the  public  money, 
and  that  the  considerations  which  in- 
fluenced it  should  be  most  seriously 
weighed.  He  was  willing  to  admit,  that 
circumstances  might  arise,  when  subsidies 
for  the  continent  ought  to  be  granted  almost 
to  an  ind^nite  extent,  provided  .that  the 
expectations  entertained  were  commen- 
surate with  them.  But  this  was  a  most 
serious  consideration,  and  ought  to  be 
very  cautiouMy  weighed.  If,  indeed,  any 
argument  should  weigh  against  the  system 
of  subsidizing,  it  would  Le  found  in  the 
abuse  of  the  periodical  advances,  which 
this  country  had  been  of  late  in  the  habit 
of  making  to  continental  powers.  It  was 
notorious  that  some  of  these  were  diverted 
from  the  specific  purposes  for  which  they 
were  granted  ;  and  that  others  were  en- 
tirely inadequate  to  the  objects  they  were 
intended  to  effect.  This  was  partitmlarly 
the  case  with  regard  to  the  Swedish  subsi- 
dy. At  the  very  time  that  they  were  pro- 
jecting retrenchments  in  the  Civil  List, 
they  were  in  the  constant  practice  of  re*- 
mitting  sums  to  Sweden  equal  to  the 
whole  amount  of  that  branch  of  the  na- 
tional expenditure.  The  treaty  with -Swe- 
den, according  to  the  statements  of  minis- 
ters, had  three  objects  in  view.  Jn  the 
first  place  we  were  to  obtain  by  it  a 
greater  facility  for  commercial  arrange- 
ments, and  specific  advantages  that  should 
enable  us  the  better  to  enforce  the  Orders 
in  Council ;  and  yet  it  was  found  that  no 
commercial  arranfirentent  whatever  had 
taken  place,  from  that  time  to  this  between 
Sweden  and  this  country ;  secondly  we 
were  to  a&opt  and  establish  such  a  mili- 
tary c*oncert  with  that  power,  as  would 
enable  her  to  carry  on  a  successful  war. 
Need  it  be  asked  what  was  done  on  this 
head,  where  a  large  military  armament 
had  been  sent  out  from  this  c^mntry  with- 
out being  permitted  to  eftect  any  thing  f 
The  fHTesent  condition  of  Sweden  shewed 
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how  that  particular  object  of  the  treaty 
had  succeeded.  The  third  object  was  to 
provide  for  the  maintenance  and  pay  of 
the  Swedish  army.  The  recent  Revolu- 
tion would  show  that  object  was  answered. 
And  here  he  must  express  his  most  poig- 
nant regret  at  the  fate  of  that  unhappy  mo- 
narch, (lor  whatever  might  be  his  opinion 
of  the  policy, and  government  of  the  king 
of  Sweden,  it  was  impossible  not  to  feel  for 
and  lament  fallen  greatness)  a  fate  which 
had  been  brought  on  by  his  inability  to 
pay  and  to  maintain  his  army.  It  ap- 
peared, therefore,  that  no  one  object  of  the 
treaty  was  answered  ;  but  the  very  re- 
verse of  what  was  proposed,  and  confident- 
ly expected,  took  place.  With  this  exam- 
ple staring  them  in  the  face,  and  the  con- 
siderations arising  out  of  the  particular 
circumstances  of  the  times,  and  the  state 
of  this  country,  the  house  would  be  cau- 
tious how  they  sanctioned  the  system  of 
subsidies.  He  wished  it  not  to  be  sup- 
posed, from  what  he  said,  that  he  n^eant  to 
express  an  absolute  condemnation  of  the 
principle.  He  had  no  such  intention. 
On  the  contrary,  should  an  occasion  arise 
to  justify  such  an  application  of  British  re- 
sources, he  would  consent  to  very  great 
sacrifices.  To  the  Loan  itself,  and  the 
principles  upon  which  it  was  negocrated^ 
as  well  as  the  mode  proposed  for  meeting 
the  charges  upon  it,  he  gave  his  cordial 
approbation  and  concurrence.  He  was 
happy  to  find  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  adopted  the  plan  of  not  adding,  during 
the  year,  to  the  burthens  of  the  people. 
He  could  not,  however,  entirely  ap- 
prove the  intention  of  mortgaging  any 
part  of  the  war  taxes  without  providing  an 
adequate  fund  for  its  speedy  redemption. 
It  would,  he  was  persuaded,  be  produc- 
tive, though  not  immediately  perhaps,  of 
much  inconvenience.  Besides  an  indefi- 
nite mortgage  of  these  particular  taxes 
might  tend  to  excite  an  apprehension  that 
they  would  be  ultimatehr  converted  into 
permanent  burthens.  The  practice,  also, 
tended  to  undermine  and  weaken  those 
great  means  and  sinews  of  war.  When  a 
similar  mode  was  proposed  by  him>  it  was 
with  a  view  that  it  should  be  combined 
with  a  meliorating  principle,  by 'which  its 
inconveniences  would  be  gradually  but 
rapidly  remedied.  With  regard  to  the 
terms  of  the  loan,  he  partook  in  the  general 
satisfaction  of  the  house.  They  were  con- 
vincing proofs  of  the  confidence  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country.  Although  be  might 
perhaps  entertain  some  objections  to  the 


particular  funds  in  which  the  loan  had 
been  efiected,  he  could  not  withhold  ex- 
pressing how  happy  he  felt  at  so  decided 
a  proof  of  our  national  prosperity. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  although  he 
agreed  with  many  of  the  lemarks  of  the 
noble  lord,  and  particularly  with  that 
which  stated  that  the  particular  circum- 
stances were  to  be  considered  inHbe  grant- 
ing of  subsidies  to  continental  powers,  had 
yet  a  few  observations  to  make  on  what 
fell  from  him  in  the  early  part  of  his 
speech.  As  to  the  policy  of  subsidising 
foreign  powers  it  was  impossible  to  lay 
down  any  general  rule  on  this  subject.  In 
any  assistance  that  we  might  deem  it  ad- 
viseable  to  afibrd  foreign  powers,  the  pro- 
priety as  well  as  the  extent  of  that  assist- 
ance must  depend  on  the  value  of  the  eiibrt 
to  be  made,  and  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  the  country  at  the  time  it  was 
solicited.  With  respect  to  the  Treaty 
with  Sweden,  which  die  noble  lord  had 
seized  on  as  the  ground  for  his  arguments, 
he  had  to  state,  that  it  was  owing  to  no 
instigation  of  this  country,  that  she  had 
undertaken  a  war  far  above  her  strength, 
and  which  had  been  so  disastrous  in  its 
consequences.  If  this  country  had  never, 
for  many  years,  inculcated  such  a  line  of 
conduct,  so  it  was  particularly  true  in  the 
late  struggle,'  when  it  was  perfectly  un- 
derstood by  Sweden,  not  only  that  we  had 
no  wish  for  her  continuing  the  war,  but 
that  her  making  a  separate  peace,  advan- 
tageous to  herself,  if  it  did  not  oblige  her 
to  become  hostile  to  Great  Britain,  would 
be  acceptable  to  this  country.  But  while 
they  did  not  instigate  war,  the  government 
of  this  country  were  not  prepared  to  push 
their  opinion  to  the  extent  ot  denying  the 
means  of  suppoi ting  the  other  alternative, 
if  Sweden  made  that  election.  The  noble 
lord  had  not  been  m  the  house  when  he 
laid  the  Treaty  before  tbem,  or  that  part 
of  his  speech  respecting  the  Subsidy  would 
have  been  spared.  With  respect  to  the 
other  powers,  the  noble  lord  had  misun- 
derstood his  right  hon.  friend,  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  same  absti- 
nence he  had  noticed  in  our  transactions 
with  Sweden,  bad  been  pre-eminently  at* 
tended  to  in  our  communications  with  Aus- 
tria. Government  had  stated  that  Austria 
(as  every  nation  was)  was  the  best  judge 
of  her  own  interests ;  that  there  was  no 
disposition  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
for  the  sake  of  any  combination  against 
the  common  enemy,  or  tor  any  temporary 
diversion  in  the  cause  of  Spain,  to  bav« 
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Austria  comraitted  in  a  prematore  struggle. 
However  much  tbey  might  wish  to  see  the 
eneiny  opposed,  they  could  never  desire  to 
«ee  Austria  engaged  in  war  on  any  but 
Austrian  grounds.  This  was  the  uoiform 
tenor  of  all.  their  communications  with 
that  power.  But  tbey  went  no  further  ; 
tbey  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  she 
was  committed  in  war  with  France  for  her 
own  defence,  it  was  their  disposition  to 
afford  her  all  the  limited  assistance  which 
the  stale  of  the  times  put  in  their  power. 
The  war,  therefore,  in  which  she  had  vo- 
luntarily engaged,  was  strictly  upon  Aus- 
trian grounds.  It  was  not  connected  or 
combined  with  any  British  object  or  in- 
terest. The  communications  with  the  Aus- 
trian government  were  few  and  precarious, 
and  in  none  of  these  communications  was 
any  specific  promise  of  assistance  held  out 
to  ner.  It  was,  indeed,  stated  to  her,  that 
if  she  was  likely  to  be  engaged  in  an  ine- 
vitable contest,  there  would  be  a  dispo- 
sition to  assist  her  ;  but  that  that  dispo- 
sition would  be  greatly  limited  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times.  Indeed,  the  as- 
surance in  this  respect  was  so  restricted, 
that  Ite  had  his  doubts  whether,  it  would 
not  operate  rather  as  a  check  than  an  en- 
couragement. There  were  also  physical 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  makibg  remit- 
tances, which  should  convince  that  power 
that  she  was  not  to  place  much  reliance 
upon  promises  of  assistance,  even  though 
less  restricted,  from  this  government.  The 
preliminary,  however,  to  any  assistance, 
was  the  restoration  of  the  former  amicable 
relations  between  the  two  governments. 
This  was  considered  as  a  just  atonement  to 
this  country,  and  it  was  necessary  to  ena- 
ble his  majesty  to  make  any  communica- 
tion or  application  upon  this  subject,  to 
parliament. — With  respect  to  the  Bills 
mentioned  by  bis  right  bon.  friend,  he 
could  confirm  what  was  already  stated, 
and  assure  the  house  that  the  Austrian  go- 
vernment had  no  authority  for  that  mea- 
sure. The  bills  were  drawn  by  the  Aus- 
trifti  Treasury,  on  the  supposition  that  the 
person  authorized  to  restore  the  former  re- 
lations between  the  two  governments  would 
reach  this  country  time  enough  to  explain 
the  necessity  of  that  step,  ana  the  circum- 
stances that  induced  it.  It  would  not  be 
expected  that  he  should  make  any  harsh 
comment  on  the  conduct  of  the  Austrian 
government ;  but  he  could  assure  the 
bouse  that  measures  had  been  taken  lo 
stop  the  recurrence  of  a  practice  so  incon- 
venient in  many  respects ;  among  which. 


the  very  prejudicial  effect  that  it  would 
invariably  produce  on  the  course  of  ex- 
change was  not  one  of  the  least.  No  time 
was  lost  in  transmitting  a  friendly  remon* 
strance  to  the  court  of  Vienna  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  pointing  out  the  inconvenience 
of  the  practice.  They  were  told  that  if 
it  was  to  be  done  at  all,  it  must  be  done 
with  the  consent  of  parliament.  What- 
ever extent  of  assistance  was  to  be  af]R>rded 
to  Austria  or  to  any  other  power,  it  was 
not  thought  proper,  for  reasons  that  were 
obvious,  to  define  it.  It  was  thought  best 
that  his  majesty  should  come  to  parliament 
and  ask  such  assistance,  in  the  shape  of  a 
Vote  of  Credit.  When  circumstances 
changed  in  every  quarter,  not  only  every 
month,  but  almost  every  day,  it  was  im- 
possible to  measure  the  extent  of  the  as- 
sistance that  it  might  become  the  libera- 
lity, or  be  necessary  for  the  interest,  of 
this  country  to  afford.  The  confidence, 
that  parliament  might  find  it  adviseable  to 
repose  in  his  majesty's  government,  would 
not  be  abused.  The  resources  that  were 
placed  at  their  disposal  would  be  managed 
with  caution,  and  all  the  discretion  of 
which  they  were  capable.  It  was  unne- 
cessary for  him,  at  this  period  of  the  re- 
newed relations  with  Austria,  to  say  more 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  F<m8onby  commended  the  conduct 
of  ministers  in  having,  as  they  stated,  so 
long  left  it  entirely  at  the  discretion  of 
the  sovereign  of  Sweden,  to  conclude 
peace  when  he  should  feel  it  adviseable ; 
but  in  his  opinion  minister  ought  to  have 
gone  farther,  and  strongly  advised  that 
that  sovereign  to  conclude  a  peace.  Ac- 
cording to  his  judgment,  that  advice  ought 
to  have  been  offered,  and  the  subsidy 
granted  by  this  country  withheld.  No  such 
subsidy  ought  to  have  been  advanced  for 
the  last  twelve  months.  It  was  not,  in- 
deed, improbable,  that  this  money  had 
jserved  in  a  great  measure  to  urge  the  un- 
fortunate monarch  who  received  it,  to  pur- 
sue his  wild  scheme  and  policy,  which  led 
to  the  overthrow  of  his  government.  He 
was  glad  to  understand  that  ministers^  had 
no  concern  whatever  in  advising  Austria 
to  engage  in  the  present  war.  Had  they 
any  mffuence,  indeed,  they  would  havo 
used  it  more  wisely  in  dissuading  that  go- 
vernment, from  any -such  proceeding;  and 
if  any  money  was  meant  to  be  advanced 
to  Austria,  he  begged  to  be  exempted 
from  those  who  would  sanction  any  such 
advances,  which  he  was  convinced  could 
not  btt  of  the  least  ns%  to  Austria,  while  it 
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would  be  an  injury  to  rfiis  country. — 
However  painful  he  might  feel  it  to  resist 
the  idea  of  pecuniary  assigtance  to  Aus- 
tria, considering  the  connection  which  so 
often  subsisted  between  that  country  and 
this,  and  considering  also  ih©  fidelity 
which  that  government  had  always  mani- 
fested towards  us^  yet,  such  was  his  view 
of  the  present  state  of  that  powei'  and  of 
the  prospects  of  England,  that  he  could 
not  suffer  his  sense  of  duty  to  be  restrained 
by  his  feelings.  If  he  thought  that  any 
pecuniary  aid,  in  the  power  of  this  coun- 
try to  atlbrd,  could  do  any  material  good 
to  Austria  in  her  present  situation,  he 
would  be  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  re- 
fuse it.  But  being  persuaded  of  the  con- 
trary, and  justly  apfTf  bending  thatas  soon 
as  the  enemy  had  sheathed  the  sword  now 
drawn  agiin«t  Austria  he  would  turn  his 
whole  power  against  this  country,  which 
<would  have  to  contend  against  him  single 
handed,  req*iiring  of  course  all  its  resources 
to  maintain  such  a  contest,  he  could  not 
consent  to  any  unnecessary  waste  of  those 
resources.  Therefore  he  would  deprecate 
the  idea  of  disposing  of  any  part  of  our 
means,  unless  with  a  certainty,  or,  at  least, 
reasonable  probability  that  they  could  be 
so  disposed  of  as  to  benefit  the  power  to 
whom  they  were  granted. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  wished  to  ob- 
serve, lest  his  silence  should  be  construed 
into  any  acquiescence  in  the  right  hon. 
gentlemen's  statement,  that  ministers  would 
not  bind  themselves  as  to  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  they  might  feel  it  expedient 
to  adopt  with  respect  to  any  pecuniary 
supplies  to  foreign  powers. 

Mt,  Wftiibread  would  have  been  much 
better  pleased  if  the  000,000/.  stated  to 
have  been  granted  as  a  loan  to  the  prince 
of  the  Brazils  had  been  at  once  presented 
as  a  gif^,  in  order  that  the  people  might 
clearly  understand  the  transaction ;  Tfor 
coRsidering  the  situation,  th^  means,  and 
tile  prospects  of  this  prince,  he  thought  it 
quite  childish  to  hold  out  the  idea  that  any 
re- payment  would  ever  lake  place  ;  ♦hat 
one  shilling  of  it  would  ever  be  received 
by  this  country.  It  was,  to  be  sure,  stated, 
that  the  loan  was  to  be  repaid  by  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Bmiiils.  What  produce  ?  He 
would  ask,  was  it  meant  to  pay  it  in  sugar  ^ 
The  idea  was  preposterous.  He  did  not 
like  any  attempt  at  delusion,  and  therefore 
he  would  rattier  have  the  thing  represent- 
ed as  he  had  mentioned.  He  did  not  like 
to  have  things  called  k>ans  which  were 
never  at  all  likely  to  be  repaid.     It  would 


be  remembered  that  at  the  time  of  the 
hnperial  Loan  a  good  deal  was  said  about 
securities  for  payment,  to  which  he  at- 
tended very  little  at  the  time,  because  he 
had  no  reliance  upon  them,  and  time  jus- 
tified his  opinion,  although  it  was  then  se- 
riously stated,  that  the  lenders  coald  en- 
force payment  by  suing  the  emperor  in 
his  own  courts  (A  laugh).  Others,  how- 
ever, entertained  a  diBerent  opinion,  and 
the  consequence  was,  they  were  extremely 
mortified  and  disappointed,  while  he  had 
only  to  lament  the  folly  and  credulity  of 
putting  any  confidence  in  so  fidiculous 
and  unsubstantial  a  privilege.  But  with 
respect  to  the  BraziJs,  what  produce  could 
we  receive  from  thence  that  would  at  all 
compensate  us  ?  He  was  still  less  disposed 
to  rely  upon  the  payment  of  this  loan  to 
the  Brazils,  as  the  nature  of  the  securities 
was  not  even  mentioned,  than  he  had  been 
with  respect  to  the  lojns  to  Austria.  But, 
in  fact,  he  could  not  conceive  any  security 
in  the  power  of  the  borrovi^er  in  this  in- 
stance to  offer.  As  to  Sweden,  he  con- 
curred with  his  right  hon.  friend,  that  roi^ 
nisters,  who  had  such  opportunities  of 
being  well-informed  with  respect  ib  the 
state  and  prospects  of  Sweden,  particularly 
upon  the  return  of  sir  John  Moore's  expe- 
dition from  that  country,  ought  not  to 
have  continued  the  subsidy.  He  also  con- 
curred with  his  right  hon.  friend  upon  the 
impropriety  of  granting  any  subsidy  to 
Austria ;  but  he  would  go  further  than  his 
right  h6n.  friend,  for  he  would  deprecate 
the  payment  of  the  300,000/.  bills  which, 
it  appeared  from  the  statement  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  been 
drawn  upon  dur  government  without  any 
authority  whatever  to  do  so.  That  no 
good  could  be  done  by  any  eflfert  of  Aus- 
tria now  must  be  obvious.  Had  she,  in- 
deed, availed  herself  of  Buonaparte's  em- 
barrassments in  Spain,  at  the  period  when 
some  French  reverses  inspirited  the  Spa- 
niards, there  might  have  been  some 
chance  that  Buonaparte  would  have  been 
considerably  distressed  and  distractAl ; 
at  least  there  would  have  been  better 
prospects  of  success  than  could  be  calcu- 
lated upon  at  the  time  Austria  commenced 
hostilities,  when  in  fact  Spain  was  nearly 
subdued.  Austria,  however,  had  not  only 
been  defective  in  prudence  in  the  com- 
mencement of  this  war,  btft  even  in  fide-' 
iity  to  engagements  which  should  always 
bind  a  state,  whether  such  engagementk 
were  formed  with  one  party  or  another. 
Miaistera^  in  fact,  should  have  adTised 
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Austria  not  to  engage  in  this  war.  They 
were  not  ignorant  of  her  engagements  and 
circumstances.  It  was  well  known  that 
after  the  last  war  into  which  she  had  been 
dragged  by  the  counsel  of  this  country, 
she  was  reiduced  to  the  verge  of  ruin,  and 
owed  her  escape  and  the  reinstatement  of 
lier  government  solely  to  the  will  of  the 
power  with  which  she  iijDw  so  unwisely 
waged  war. — It  might  be  said  that  there 
was  no  precedent  for  such  an  interposition 
in  the  concerns  of  a  foreign  government, 
as  be  would  recommend  on  the  part  of  mi- 
nisters. But  he  would  not  look  to  the 
file,  as  Mr.  Burke  said,  for  direction  upon 
a  new  and  extraordinary  case.  Had  mi- 
nisters no  penetration,  no  statesmanlike 
knowledge,  to  enable  their  minds  to  judge 
upon  the  propriety  of  interposing  their  ad- 
vice on  such  an  occasion  ?  Were  they  to 
preclude  themselves  from  ofTering  advice 
either  to  Spain  or  Austria,  because  there 
was  no  precedent  for  such  an  ofler  ;  there 
being  no  precedent  simply  because  the 
cases  themselves  were  unprecedented  ? 
With  re.spect  to  the  Vote  of  Credit  for 
"  Continental  Services,"  as  it  was  men- 
tioned, he  would  rather  have  it  specifically 
called  a  vote  of  credit  for  Spain,  as  there 
was  no  continental  nation  whatever  to 
which  any  pecuniary  grant  should  be 
made.  If  a  subsidy  to  Austria  had  bi^en 
proposed,  he  would  have  opposed  it, 
though  he  had  stood  shigle  and  alone  on  a 
division  of  the  house.  In  fact  it  appeared 
to  him  that  they  must  be  f«)ols  and  mad- 
men, in  persisting  to  think  that  Austria 
could  succeed  in  a  contest  with  France  by 
means  of  English  cjold.  What  were  the 
prospects  for  Spain  itself  he  could  not  pre- 
tend to  say.  But  he  did  not  wish  to  give 
up  hope  respecting  Spain  while  life  itself 
remained,  and  therefore  he  was  not  willing 
to  tie*up  the  hands  of  ministers  on  that 
subject.  With  the  exception,  however,  of 
Spain,  he  could  not  see  a  spot  in  Europe 
where  an  English  guinea  could  be  of  any 
use  to  annoy  the  enemy.  He  begged  gen- 
tlemen to  bear  in  mind  the  very  absurd  and 
foolish  calculations  sometimes  made  as  to 
the  precise  times  and  periods  of  the  ene- 
my's weakness,  which  were,  in  fact,  but 
pauses  to  collect  strength,  as  events  had 
always  proved.  If  |;entlemen  would  foU 
low  the  advice  contained  in  the  admirable 
tract  of  his  decea!»ed  friend  (Mr.  Fox), 
they  would  ^occasionally  stop  in  their 
progress,  and  take  a  retrospect  of  the 
past,  for  the  purpose  of  guiding  their  con- 
templations upon  the  future.  Had  this  ad- 
VoL.  XIV. 


vice  been  attended  to,  it  was  impossible 
that  the  absurd  calculations  he  had  men- 
tioned could  ever  have  bad  any  weight. 
Haviuff  said  thus  much  on  that  head,  he. 
beggea  to  oiler  a  few  observations  on  a 
matter  of  domestic  consideration  contained 
in  the  Ways  and  Means  for  the  present 
year.  He  meant  the  Lottery.  Whoever  had 
seriously  considered  the  subject  had  agreed 
that  it  was  one  of  the  worst  and  last  modet 
of  raising  money  that  could  be  resorted 
to.  It  was.  impossible  to  reprobate  in  toa 
strong  terms  the  impolicy  and  injustice  of 
continuing  the  system  of  raising  a  revenue 
from  lotteries ;  after  all  the  evils  which 
they  were  known  to  occasion,  the  wretched* 
ness,  desperation,  and  suicide  to  which 
they  led.  He  was  astonished  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  wat 
himself  addicted  to  no  vice  of  this  de-? 
scription,  could  patronize  such  a  measure, 
particularly  when  he  considered  all  that  was 
universally  notorious  with  regard  to  its 
tendency  and  consequences ;  when  he  re- 
collected that  Mr.  Pitt  had  promised,  that  - 
at  the  termination  of  the  war,  this  odious 
plan  of  raising  money  should  be  abandon- 
ed for  ever ;  and,  above  all,  when  he  read 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  subject.  All  palliations 
were  of  no  avail  to  cure  this  evil.  For 
before  that  Committee,  he  heard  with  asto- 
nishment, the  inspector  employed  by  go- 
vernment (Wood)  avow,  that  if  the  nefa- 
rious practice  of  insurances  so  much  com- 
plained of,  and  which  so  many  laws 
were  framed  to  correct,  were  not  tolerated 
or  connived  at,  lotteries  could  pot  go  on. 
Such  was  ihe  confession  of  the  officer  of 
government,  appointed  to  check  this  nefa- 
rious practice,  of  which  it  shewed,  that  he 
himself  was  guilty  in  conniving  at  it.  H# 
would  take  the  liberty  of  asking,  whether 
this  person,  after  such  a  confession,  wa^ 
still  in  oflice  ?  He  did  not  ask  ^jvith  any  view 
to  submit  amotion  for  his  removal,  because 
such  a  motion  might  alarm  the  country 
gentlemen,  who  might  then  determine  to 
make  their  stand  (a  laugh).  If  Wood  were 
brought  to  the  Bar,  he  would  probably 
say,  that  he  had  not  done  more  than  others 
had  done  before  him ;  and  it  might  be 
asked,  why  make  any  individual  a  victim 
for  a  mal-practice  that  was*  so  general  ? 
Perhaps  it  would  be  said,  that  it  was  as  no- 
torious as  the  noon-day  sun,  ai^d  therefore 
ought  not  to  be  punished  (a  cry  of  hear  J 
bear  !).  But  these  nefarious  proceed ings 
of  insurances,  &c.  &c.  which  the  Report 
to  which  he  alluded  so  fully  exposed, 
3  N 
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wfere  still  going  on.  While  laws  were 
enacted  to  put  a  stop  to  "  Little  Goes," 
the  great  '*  Go*'  was  suilered  to  proceed 
without  interruption ;  nay,  withencoiirage- 
inent.  The  poor,  the  desperate,  and  tlie 
.yicious  were  shut  out  from  the  "  Little 
Go;*'  the  "Great  Go"  invitiid  and  re- 
ceived  them  with  open  arms.  Such  a  prac- 
tice ought  to  be  utterly  extinguished  (aloud 
cry  of  move,  move!).  It  was  idle  and  ridicu- 
lous to  pretend  to  stop  the  destructive  con- 
sequences of  cither,  while  the  language 
held  out  was  neither  mdre  nor  less  than 
this :  if  you  go  to  the  Little  Goes,  you 
shall  be  punished,  but  if  you  come  to  the 
Great  Go,  you  shall  be  safe.  He  was  very 
nnwilfingiodetain  the  house  unnecessarily, 
but  there  was  one  melancholy  instance  of 
the  mischief  attending  this  immoral  mode 
of  raising  money,  which  he  begged  leave  to 
mention,  and  which  was  contained  amongst 
others  in  the  appendix  to  the  Report 
to  which  he  had  already  referred.  A  wo- 
man in  the  middle  class  of  life  had  unfor- 
tunately being  ^  'ied  with  this  lamentable 
mania  of  making  a  fortune  by  insurance 
in  the  lottery.  In  adventuring  upon  this 
sea  of  chance,  she  made  away  with  all 
the  money  she  was  possessed  of  for  family 
uses ;  and  then,  by  way  of  retrieving  her 
loss,  she  secretly  and  unknown  to  her  hus- 
band, as  was  generally  the  case  in  these 
transactions,  pledged  first  one  and  then 
another  article  of  domestic  furniture,  till 
almost  the  whole  was  gone,  and  her  ill 
luck  still  attending  her,  she  was  reduced 
almost  to  despair  at  the  idea  of  being 
obliged  to  inform  her  husband  of  the  im- 
prudence of  her  conduct.  She  found, 
however,  it  was  not  to  be  avoided,  and  at 
length  confessed  her  fault,  and  owned 
what  she  had  done.  The  husband  hap- 
pened to  be  a  man  of  a  noble  and  gene- 
rous nature,  and  being  sensible  of  the 
amiable  qualities  of  nis  wife,  and  sa- 
tisfied with  every  other  part  of  her  con- 
duct, he  most  humanely  and  instantly 
pronounced  his  forgiveness,  which  had  so 
sudden  and  powerful  an  effect  on  her  feel- 
ings, that  it  deprived  her  of  her  senses, 
and  she  now  remains  a  miserable  living 
monument  of  this  detestable  gambling, 
engendered .  and  supported  by  lotterie^. 
The  hon.  gent,  related  this  fact  with  a  de- 
"gree  of  deling  that  most  sensibly  im- 
pressed every  one  who  heard  him,  and  he 
concluded  by  sayinflf,  "  that  having 
/-brought  it  to  a  point  beyond  which 
he  thought  it  could  not  go,  he  would 
by  his'  vote  record  his  objection  to  Ibis 
ttode  of  raising  money.'' 
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Mr.  Ponsonhy,  adverting  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  gent,  who  bad  just 
sat  down,  said,  his  lecture  on  the  good 
faith  of  France  and  the  bad  faith  of 
Austria,  must  have  an  excellent  efiect 
when  spread  by  our  newspapers  over 
the  continent  (Hear,  hear  I).  He  wished 
to  know  upon  what  proof  the  hon.  gent, 
rested  the  assertion  that  Austria  broke  faith 
with  France.  For  his  part,  he  was  quite 
of  a  difterent  opinion,  and  that  Austrisl 
was  in  hostility  against  France,  because 
France  was  bent  on  her  destruction.  This; 
indeed,  must,  he  thought,  be  obvious  -to 
every  man  who  looked  fairly  at  the  stat^ 
of  Europe,  and  that,  whether  Austria  en- 
tered into  hostility  or  not,  she  was  doomed 
to  perish  by  the  tyrant  of  France.  But 
from  what  had  escaped  the  hon.  gent., 
Jt  would  seem  that,  in  ascribing  perfidy  to 
Austria,  he  meant  it  to  be  understood  that 
fidelity  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  council* 
of  Buonaparte.  The  conclusion  of  his 
mind,  however,  was  directly  the  reverse  of 
that  of  his  hon.  friend.  With  respect  to 
lotteries,  he  had  never  any  concern  in 
them.  .  He  was  adverse  to  the  system,  and 
would  be  ready  to  support  any  proposi- 
tion for  putting  an  end  to  its  existence. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  expressed  an  en- 
tire concurrence  in  the  sentiments  so  abl^ 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  had 
just  sat  down,  with  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  conduct  of  Austria.  The  hon. 
gent,  who  preceded  him  had  ob8er\'ed, 
that  ministers  ought  to  have  advised  Aus- 
tria to  abstain  from  the  war  ;  he  would 
be  glad  to  know  upon  what  ground  h^ 
could  justify  the  offer  of  such  an  advice? 
The  hon.  gent,  must  take  a  very  strange 
view  of  the  character  of  the  French  Rulef, 
if  he  could  suppose  that  any  country  conld 
look  to  safety  from  being  at  peace  \*iih  suc^^ 
a  power.  But  an  independent  state  in 
such  a  case  was  the  best  judge  of  its 
own  views  and  circumstances.  It  was  not 
for  the  government  of  this  or  any  other 
nation  to  dictate  to  it.  He  could  say  that 
Austria  was  in  no  degree  influenced  to 
take  the  steps  she  had  resorted  to  by  the 
influence  of  any  British  interest.  God 
forbid  that  any  such  attempt  should  be 
made !  At  the  same  time  he  must  add, 
that  as  safety  was  not  to  be  bad  from  peace 
with  France,  he  shou'/d,  of  course,  regret 
to  see  a  great  nation  like  Austria  attempt 
to  seek  it  by  tame  submission  and  dastard* 
ly  acquiescence.  Whatever  the  present 
situation  or  future  fortunes  of  Austria 
might  be,  his  opinion  was,  that  )dA  the 
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French  Ruler  was  resolved  upon  her  de- 
struction, her  fate  would  not  be  aggravated 
by  the  course  she  had  taken.  Upon  the 
whole  he  thought  Austria  acted  wisely  in 
taking  up  arms,  though  he  would  not  have 
thought  it  wise  on  our  part  to  advise  it. 

Mr.  Whitbread  observed,  that  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  had,  for  the  first  time  since 
his  right  hon.  friend  came  into  that  house, 
paid  him  a  compliment  this  night.  What! 
was  it  to  be  understood  that  there  was  a 
Treaty  of  Subsidy  with  his  right  honour- 
able triend  ? 

Mr.  Ponsenhy  assured  his  hon.  friend, 
that  he  valued  not  such  Subsidy  !  His  ob- 
ject in  rising  before  was  merely  to  correct 
what  he  thought  a  misconception  on  the 
part  of  his  hon.  friend ;  by  charging  upon 
France  the  bad  faith  which  he  attempted 
to  fix  upon  the  counsels  of  Austria. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  not 
help  adverting  to  the  astonislnnent  ex- 
pressed by  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
how  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Ponsonby) 
had  been  prepared  to  discover  the  good 
faith  of  Austria,  and  the  bad  faith  of 
France.  For  his  part,  he  was  rather  sur- 
prized 4  hat  the  hon.  gent,  who  had  no 
doubt  on  the  one  side  without  any  evi- 
dence whatever,  should  express  so  much 
astonishment  at  any  difficulty  felt  by  those 
.who  were  of  a  contrary  opinion.  He  pre- 
sumed the  hon.  gent,  took  his  faith  from 
the  Papers  of  M.  Champagny.  On  the 
other  subject  spoken  to  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, it  was  not  his  intention  to  argue 
it  this  night.  The  hon.  gent,  had  said  it 
might  meet  with  an  abler  advocate  :  that 
he  denied.  The  house  had  seldom  or  ever 
felt  an  argument  come  more  forcibly  home 
to  their  feelings  ;  nor  was  it  possible  that 
the  subject  could  ever  be  in  more  able 
hands.  It  would  be  for  the  house  on  some 
future  occasion  after  this  night  to  deter- 
mine if  the  Lottery  should  ever  again  form 
part  of  the  Ways  and  Means  of  the  year. 
it  should  not,  however,  be  taken  for  grant- 
ed, because  the  guards  against  improper 
'  practices  in  Lotteries  had  once  failed,  that 
they  must  always  fail.  He  was  satisfied 
it  was  not  to  the  Lotteries  but  to  the  In- 
iurance  that  the  objection  lay.  He  did 
not  say,  that  for  the  sake  of  a  revenue  of 
300,000/.  a  year,  the  house  ought  to  give 
their  sanction  to  any  thinff  immoral  or  pro- 
ductive of  evil;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
was  not  for  abandoning  a  financial  resource 
of  this  kind  without  trying  whether  some 
measure  might  not  be  devised  to  remedy 
the  evils  resulting  from  iu    All  he  wished 


/••« 


was,  that  no  vote  should  take  place  on  the 
subject  this  night. 

Mr.  WUberfurce  could  not  rest  satisfied 
without  expressing  upon  this  subject  an 
opinion  formed  aher  much  enquiry  and 
consideration.  He  thought  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  gent,  on  the  floor,  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread) the  most  forcible  appeal  he  had 
ever  heard  made  to  that  house.  He  agreed, 
that  when  we  looked  to  the  widely  ex- 
tended ravages  of  war,  th^  evils  arising  from 
Lotteries  might  be  thought  of  little  import- 
ance ;  but  when  the  vice  was  seen  to  have 
spread  through  every  situation  of  common 
life,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  utterly  astonish- 
ing that  it  could  be  defended.  He  should  ~ 
not  press  the  matter  at  present.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  said,  he  should  put  a  stop  to  th« 
mischief  by  abolishing  insurance;  and  he 
was  sure  his  right  hon.  friend  persuaded 
himself  of  that,  or  he  would  not  for  much 
more  than  300,000/.  sacrifice  the  victims 
it  occasioned  ;  but  after  the  great  men 
who  had  preceded  his  right  hon.  friend  in 
the  administration  of  the  country  had  per- 
suaded themselves  it  might  be,  and  had 
had  been,  put  an  end  to,'  without  ihis  be- 
ing the  case,  he  thought  his  ri^ht  hon. 
friend  flattered  himself  in  supposnig^  that 
he  could  do  it  effectually.  Insurance,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  only  evil  of  lotteries.  By 
dividing  tickets  into  small  shared,  a  spirit 
of  gambling  was  disseminated,  which  was 
attended  with  the  most  serious  evils  to  tho 
lower  classes.  If  they  came  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  productiveness  of  the  lottery 
tax,  it  would  be  found  to  have  diminished 
from  600,000/.  to  300,000/.  and  there  wa» 
never  any  thing  more  true  than  that  the 
sum  which  appeared  to  be  sacrificed  to 
rtiorality  would  be  far  more  than  repaid 
other  ways.  By  suppressing  lotteries  many 
would  remain  to  enrich  the  country  with 
their  labours,  whom  the  lottery  would  re- 
duce into  habits,  ef  idleness  and  extrava- 
gance. Where  there  was  one  instance  of 
suicide  and  robbery  consequent  upon  lot- 
teries, there  were  a  thousand  instances  of 
smaller  evils.  Often  when  the  conse- 
quences of  this  practice  did  not  lead  to 
suicide,  they  went  to  destroy  the  seeds  of 
happiness  and  of  domestic  enjoyment,  and 
even  these  he  thought  it  worth  an  eflbrt  in 
that  house  to  preserve.  It  was  18  or  20 
years  ago,  since  the  hon.  member  had  first 
divided  upon  this  question,  and  this  lapse 
of  time  found  his  opinion  unchanged.  He 
had  always  protested  against  the  measure, 
and  now  that  its  profits  were  so  small,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  dropped* 
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Sir  jT.  Ttfr/on  expressed  himself  satisfied 
uith  the  explanation  given  with  respect 
to  Sweden,  and  his  coincidence  in  senti- 
ment with  Mr.  Ponsonby  on  the  affairs  of 
Austria.  He  however  disapproved  of  the 
Loan>  which  he  considered  as  less  advan- 
tageous in  the  4  and  5  per  cents,  than  it 
would  have  been  in  the  3  per  cents.  The 
present  system  made  too  great  a  fund  of 
the  4  per  cents.  He  conunented  upon 
the  enormonsness  of  the  demand  for  the 
expences  of  the  army  ;  and  wished  to  di- 
rect the  views]  of  economists  to  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  standing  army.  He  desired 
the  house  not  to  do  any  thing  in  a  moment 
of  heat  respecting  Lotteries,  and  wished  to 
know  if  the  same  scale  of  exemptions  aii>i 
contributions  on  the  Income  Tax  were  to 
remain  as  last  year. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  E^cJieguer  said 
there  were  to  be  no  new  statutes  this  year 
respecting  the  Income  Tax,  they  would 
$ict  upon  old  laws. 

Mr.  Huskhsoji  thought  it  useless  to  enter 
into  the  q^uestion  respecting  lotteries  at 
that  time  :  whatever  might  be  their  de- 
cision, it  would  be  of  little  importance,  as 
the  subject  would  be  brought  before  the 
"house,  when  they  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  sentiments  of  the 
measure.  The  hon.  gent,  proceeded  to 
shew  it  would  not  have  been  an  advant- 
age to  the  country,  had  th6  loan  been  ne- 
gociated  in  the  3  per  cents,  as  had  been 
suggested  :  for  if  the  interest  were  Jess, 
it  should  be  remembered,  that  as  the  ca- 
pital grew  larger,  the  amount  of  the 
sinking  fund  would  increase,  and  conse- 
quently such  an  arrangement  would  not 
appear  eminently  economical.  He  con- 
cluded, defending  the  propriety  of  funding 
Esehequer  Bills  m  the  5  per  cents. 

Sir  SajJiucl  Romilly  was  extremely  sorry 
to  hear  his  right  honourable  friend  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  treat  the 
case  of  the  Lottery  as  if  it  fell  as  a  matter 
of  course,  to  form  part  of  the  service  of 
the  year,  without  seeming  to  pay  any  at- 
tention to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
that  subject.  The  hoa.  baronet  behind 
him  had  talked  of  not  doing  any  thing  in 
a  moment  of  heat.  Did  the  hon.  baronet 
not  know  that  a  Committee  had  been 
appointed  to  inquire  into  this  very  sub- 
ject :  that  that  Committee,  had  reported 
during  the  last  section  ',  and  thut  their 
Report  had  lain  on  the  table  from  that 
time  without  any  thing  having  been  done 
upon  it  ?  The  house  wjs  now  situated  as 
to  this  subject  much  in  a  similar  way  to 


that  in  which  they  stood  with  regard  to 
the  Slave  Trade  some  years  ago.  The 
house  did  allow  that  trade  to  continue  for 
years  after  they  had  evidence  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  abuses  practised  in  it.  This 
knowledge,  he  was  of  opinion,  added  in- 
finitely to  the  iniquity  of  the  practice. 
On  the  same  principle,  he  thought  if  the 
bouse,  with  the  knowledge  they  now  had 
of  the  evils  attending  lotteries,  that  they 
drove  some  persons  into  mad- houses,  and 
others  into  prisons,  allowed  the  practice 
to  continue,  the  situation  of  things  was 
very  different  from  what  it  was  before. 
His  right  hon.  friend  thought  that  he 
should  be  able  to  render  lotteries  infi- 
nitely less  destructive  than  formerly,  and 
to  rob  the  system  of  all  its  evils.  He  be- 
lieved the  right  hon.  gent,  expected  that 
he  would  be  able  to  accomplish  this  ob- 
ject. But  he  warned  his  right  hon  friend, 
that  whilst  in  so  doing  he  thought  he  was 
limiting  an  evil,  he  was  himself  committing 
it,  though  to  a  smaller  extent  than  it  had 
formerly  been  practised.  ^  He  was  still  to 
send  some  persons  to  Botany  Bay,  though 
they  would  be  fewer  in  number  than  had 
formerly  been  sent  on  account  of  this  prac- 
tice. He  was  to  send  fewer  persons  to 
mad  houses  than  had  formerly  been  sent 
thither  on  account  of  lotteries  \  but  some 
he  was  still  to  continue  to  send.  He  (sir 
S.  Romilly)  had  formerly  attempted  an 
improvement  on  the  criminal  law  of  the 
country.  If  the  house  could  pass  a  law 
to  do  away  temptations  to  commit  crimes, 
that  would  be  the  most  effectual  mode  of 
improving  the  criminal  code  !  But  what 
were  they  now  about  to  do  ? — to  pass  a 
law  to  allow  and  encourage  crime,  by  en- 
couraging the  temptation  to  commit  it. 
The  most  active  agents  were  employed 
to  seduce  persons  to  the  commission  of 
the  crimes  to  which  Lotteries  gave  birth  ; 
and  the  most  ingenious  paragraphs  were 
invented  to  further  this  purpose.  He 
could  point  out  paragraphs  holding  out 
lures  to  apprentice-boys  to  embark  in  this 
trade,  and  to  begin  with  their  Christmas 
Boxes,  under  the  assurance  that,  by  perse- 
verance, they  would  soon  ride  in  their 
coaches.  Formerly  these  practices  were 
confined  to  the  metropolis ;  now  they 
were  spread  through  every  village  in  the 
kingdom.  Yet,  with  all  these  evils  in- 
creased and  growing  on  the  system,  his 
right  hon.  friend  held  out  that  he  wou)d 
be  able  to  render  the  practice  less  perni- 
cious. The  public  would  thus  be  put  ofT 
their  guard ;  the  system  would   speedily 
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return  with  all  its  pernicious  effects; 
and  the  eyes  of  the  public  would  be 
blinded  for  a  season,  but  the  system  would 
speedily  revive. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  subject  had  been  discussed  over  and 
over  again,  and  that  the  result  had  been 
uniformly  in  favour  of  Lotteries. 

Mr.  Whithread  alluded  to  the  evidence 
of  Mr,  Wood,  the  Inspector  of  Lotteries, 
who,  it  now  appeared,  notwithstanding 
the  abuses  which  existed,  thought  he  had 
no  duties  to  perform  ;  that  his  was  merely 
a  nominal  appointment.  He  was  re- 
solved to  make  a  stand  some  day  or  other 
against  Lotteries  altogether,  and  not  to 
forget  this  man,  who  it  appeared  betrayed 
his  duty  to  the  public. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  considered  the  bills  con- 
cerning Lotteries  as  libels  on  public  mo- 
rals, and  as  they  were  sanctioned  by  go- 
vernment, all  the  sense  he  entertained  of 
public  morals  amounted  to  complete 
nausea. 

Sir  J.  Nncport  objected  to  Lotteries  as  a 
financial  measure.  The  test  6f  a  good  tax 
was,  that  it  put  into  the  Exchequer  the 
greater  part  of  what  was  drawn  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  people.  Here,  however 
the  greater  part  went  into  the  hand  of  the 
agent. 

Mr.  Babington  opposed  the  continuance 
of  Lotteries.  Though  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  purposed  to  do  away  a 
great  evil^  could  he  shut  his  eyes  against 
what  remained  ? 

The  Resolutions  were  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  Report  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Monday. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Monday,  May  15. 

[Cruelty  to  Animals  Bill.]  On  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill, 

Lord  Erskine  rose  and  said : — My  Lords; 
I  am  now  to  propose  to  the  humane  con- 
ffideration  of  the  house,  a  subject  which 
has  long  occupied  my  attention,  and 
which  1  own  to  your  lordships  is  very 
near  my  heart.  It  would  be  a  painful  and 
disgusting  detail,  if  I  were  to  endeavour 
to  bring  before  you  the  almost  innume- 
rable instances  of  cruelty  to  animals, 
which  are  daily  occurring  in  this  country, 
and  which,  unfortunately,  only  gather 
strength  by  any  efforts  of  humanity  in  in- 
dividuals to  repress  them,  without  the  aid 
'(of  the  ijiw.^— These  uamanly  and  disgust- 


ing outrages  arc  most  frequently  perpe<^ 
trated  by  the  basest  and  most  worthless ; 
incapable,  for  the  most  part,  of  any  re- 
proof which  can  reach  the  mind,  and  who 
know  no  more  of  the  law,  than  that  it 
sufters  them  to  indulge  their  savage  dis- 
positions with  impunity. — Nothing  is  more 
notorious  than  that  it  is  not  only  useless, 
but  dangerous,  to  poor  suffering  animals, 
to  reprove  their  oppressors,  or  to  threaten 
them  with  punishment.  The  general  an- 
swer, with  the  addition  of  bitter  oaths 
and  increased  cruelty,  is.  What  is  that  to 
you? — If  the  offender  be  a  servant,  he 
curses  you,  and  asks  if  you  are  his  master  ? 
and  if  he  be  the  master  himself,  he  tells 
you  that  the  animal  is  his  own.  Every 
one  of  your  lordships  must  have  witnessed 
scenes  like  this.  A  noble  duke,  whom  I 
do  not  see;  in  his  place,  told  me  only  two 
days  ago,  that  he  had  lately  received  this 
very  answer.  The  validity  of  this  most 
infamous  and  stupid  defence  arises  from 
that  defect  in  the  law  which  I  seek  to 
remedy.  Animals  are  considered  as  pro- 
perty only :  to  destroy  or  to  abase  them, 
from  malice  to  the  proprietor,  or  with  an 
intention  injurious  to  his  interest  in  them, 
is  criminal ;  but  the  animals  themselves 
are  without  protection;  the  law  regards 
them  not  substantively ;  they  have  no 
rights ! 

I  will  not  stop  to  examine  whether  pub- 
lic cruelty  to  animals  may  not  be,  under 
many  circumstances,  an  indictable  oflence : 
I  think  it  is,  and  if  it  be,  it  is  so  much  the 
better  for  the  argument  I  am  about  to 
submit  to  your  lordships.  But  if  even  this 
were  clearly  so,  it  would  fall  very  short  of 
the  principle  which  I  mean  anxiously  and 
earnestly  to  invite  the  house  to  adopt.  I 
ani  to  ask  your  lordships,  in  the  name  of 
that  God  who  gave  to  man  his  dominion 
over  the  lower  world,  to  acknowledge  and 
recognize  that  dominion  to  be  a  moral 
trust.  It  is  a  proposition  which  no  man 
living  can  deny,  without  denying  the' 
whole  foundation  of  our  duties,  and  every 
thing  the  bill  proposes  will  be  found  to  be 
absolutely  corollary  to  its  establishment; 
except,  indeed,  that  from  circumstances 
inevitable,  the  enacting  part  will  fall  short 
of  that  which  the  indisputable  principle  of 
the  preamble  "would  warrant. 

Nothing,  my  lords,  in  my  opinion,  is 
more  interesting  than  to  contemplate  the 
helpless  condition  of  man  with  all  his  god- 
like faculties,  when  stripped  of  the  aids 
which  he  receives  from  the  numerous 
classes  of  inferi^^r  beings,  whose  qualities^ 
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and  powers,  and  instincts,  are  admirably 
and  wonderfully  constructed  for  his  use. 
If,  in  the  examination  of  these  qualities, 
powers,  and  instincts,  we  could  discover 
nothing  else  but  that  admirable  and  won- 
derful construction  for  man's  assistance; 
if  we  found  no  organs  in  the  animals  for 
their  own  gratification  and  happiness ;  no 
sensibility  US  pain  or  pleasure ;  no  grate- 
ful sense  of  kindness,  nor  suffering  from 
neglect  or  injury ;  no  senses  analogous, 
though  inferior  to  our  own :  if  we  disco- 
vered, in  short,  nothing  but  mere  animated 
matter,  obviously  and  exclusively  subser- 
vient to  human  purposes,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  maintain  that  the  dominion  over 
them  was  a  trust ;  in  any  other  sense  at 
least  than  to  make  the  best  use  for  our- 
selyes  of  the  property  in  them  which  Pro- 
vidence had  given  ui.  But,  vqy  iords,  it 
calls  for  no  deep  or  extended  skill  in  natu- 
ral history  to  know  that  the  very  reverse 
of  this  is  the  case,  and  that  God  is  the 
benevolent  and  impartial  author  of  all  that 
he  has  created.  For  every  animal  which 
comes  in  contact  with  man,  and  whose 
powers,  and  qualities,  and  instincts,  are 
obvioasly  constructed  for  his  use,  nature 
has  taken  the  same  care  to  provide,  and  an 
<:arefully  and  bountifully  as  for  man  him- 
self, organs  and  feelings  for  its  own  enjoy- 
ment and  happiness.  Almost  every  sense 
bestowed  npon  man  is  equally  bestowed 
u|)on  them;  seeing,  hearing,  feeling, 
thinking  ;  the  sense  of  pain  and  pleasure ; 
,the  passions  of  love  and  anger  ;  sensibility 
to  kindness,  and  pangs  from  unkindness 
and  ne^ect,  are  inseparable  characteristics 
of  their  natures  as  much  as  of  our  own. 
Add  to  this,  my  lords,  that  the  justest  and 
tenderest  consideration  of  this  benevolent 
system  of  nature  is  not  only  consistent 
with  the  fullest  dominion  of  man  over  .the 
lower  world,  but  establishes  and  improves 
it.  In  thi^,  as  in  every  thing  else,  the 
whole  moral  system  is  inculcated  by  the 
pursuit  of  our  own  happiness.  In  this,  as 
in  all  other  things,  our  duties  and  our  in- 
terests are  inseparable.  I  defy  any  man 
to  point  out  any  one  abuse  of  a  brute  which 
h  property,  by  its  owner,  which  is  not 
directly  against  his  own  interest.  Is  it 
possible  then,  my  lords,  to  contemplate 
this  wonderful  arrangement,  and  to  doubt 
for  a  single  moment  that  our  dominion 
over  animals  is  a  trust  ?  They  are  created 
indeed  for  our  use,  but  not  for  our 
abuse.  Their  freedom  and  enjoyments, 
when  they  cease  to  be  consistent  with  our 
Just  dominion  and  enjoyments,  can  be  no 


part  of  their  natures ;  but  whilst  they  are 
consistent,  I  say  their  rights,  subservient 
as  they  are,  ought  to  be  as  sacred  as  our 
own.  And  although  certainly,  my  lords, 
there  can  be  no  law  for  man  in  that  re- 
spect, but  such  as  he  makes  for  himself, 
yet  I  cannot  conceive  any  thing  mora 
sublime,  or  interesting,  more  grateful  to 
heaven,  or  more  beneficial  to  the  world, 
than  to  see  such  a  spontaneous  restraint 
imposed  by  man  upon  himself. 

This  subject  is  most  justly  treated  by 
one  of  the  best  poets  in  our  language. 
Mr.  Cowper,  in  the  Task,  says : 

The  sum  is  this.     If  man*s  convenience,  healthy 
Or  safety,  interfere,  his  rights  and  claims 
Are  paramount,  and  must  extinguish  theirs. 
Else  they  are  all— the  meanest  things  that  ares 

He  then  proceeds  in  a  most  affecting  and 
sublime  appeal  to  our  humanity  and  jus- 
tice. I  have  not  a  sufficient  recollection 
of  it,  and  I  will  not  destroy  the  efFect  of  it 
by  misrepeating  it. 

The  same  subject  is  touched  upon,  in 
most  eloquent  prose,  in  the  theological 
works  of  Mr.  Jones,  which  were  put  into 
my  hands  the  other  day  by  my  worthy 
and  excellent  friend  at  your  table.  [Here 
lord  Erskine  read  an  extract.]  Mr.  Young, 
of  Trinity  college  Cambridge,  has  also 
published  an  excellent  treatise  on  the  sub- 
ject; and  many  of  the  most  worthy  and 
respectable  of  the  clergy  have  done  honour 
to  their  sacred  functions,  by  impressing 
upon  their  congregations  the  divine  com- 
mands, as  it  regards  this  important  duty. 

Every  other  branch  of  our  duties,  when 
subject  to  frequent  violation,  has  been  re- 
cognized and  inculcated  by  our  laws ;  and 
the  breaches  of  them  repressed  by  punish- 
ments. And  why  not  in  this,  where  our 
duties  are  so  important,  so  universally  ex- 
tended, and  the  breaches  of  them  so  fre- 
quent and  so  abominable  ? — But  in  what  I 
am  proposing  to  your  lordships,  disinter- 
ested virtue,  as  in  all  other  cases,  will  have 
its  own  certain  reward.  The  humanity 
you  shall  extend  to  the  lower  creation  will 
come  abundantly  round  in  its  conse- 
quences to  the  whole  human  race.  Ths 
moral  sense  which  this'  law  will  awaken 
and  inculcate,  cannot  but  have  a  most 
powerful  effect  upon  our  feelings  and 
sympathies  for  one  another.  The  vio- 
lences and  outrages  committed  by  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people  are  offences 
more  owing  to  want  of  thought  and  reflec- 
tion, than  to  any  malignant  principle,  and 
whatever,  therefore,  sets  them  a  thinking 
upon  the  duties  of  humanity,  more  espe« 
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cially  where  they  have  no  rivah'ies  nor  re- 
sentmentSj  and  where  there  is  a  peculiar 
generosity  in  forbearance  and  compassion, 
has  an  evident  tendency  to  soften  their  na- 
tures, and  to  moderate  their  passions  in 
their  dealings  with  one  another. — The  ef- 
fect of  laws  which  promulgate  a  sound 
moral  principle  is  incalculable;  I  have 
traced  It  in  a  thousand  instances,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  describe  its  value. 

My  lords,  it  was  in  consequence  of  these 
simple  views,  and  on  those  indisputable 
principles,  that  I  have  framed  the  preamble 
of  the  very  short  bill  which  I  now  present 
for  a  second  reading  to  the  house.  I 
might,  without  preamble  or  preface,  have 
proposed  at  once  to  enact,  if  not  to  declare, 
wilful  and  wanton  cruelty  to  the  animals 
comprehended  in  it  to  be  a  misdemeanor, 
looking  as  I  now  do  to  the  Commons,  to 
enforce  the  sanction  of  the  law  by  pecu- 
niary penalties.  But  then  the  grand  effi- 
cacious principle  would  have  been  ob- 
scured ;  which,  if  fortunately  adopted  by 
your  lordships,  will  enact  this  law  as  a 
spontaneous  ruFe  in  the  mind  of  every  man 
who  reads  it — which  will  make  every  hu- 
man bosom  a  sanctuary  against  cruelty — 
which  will  extend  the  influence  of  a  British 
statute  beyond  even  the  vast  bounds  of 
British  jurisdiction,  and  consecrate,  per- 
haps, in  all  nations,  and  in  all  ages,  that 
just  and  eternal  principle  which  binds  the 
whole  living  world  in  one  harmonious 
chain,  under  the  dominion  of  enlightened 
man,  the  lord  and  governor  of  all. 

I  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  the 
preamble  as  I  have  framed  it :  '•  Whereas 
It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  subdue 
to  the  dominion^  use,  and  comfort  of  man, 
the  strength  and  faculties  of  many  useful 
animals,  and  to  provide  others  for  his  food  ; 
and  whereas  the  abuse  of  that  dominion 
by  cruel  and  oppressive  treatment  ot  such 
animals,  is  not  only  highly  unjust  and  im- 
moral, but  most  pernicious  in  its  example, 
having  an  evideut  tendency  to  iiarden  the 
heart  against  the  natural  feelings  of  hu« 
manity.  This  preamble  may  be  objected 
to  as  too  solemn  and  unusual  in  its  lan- 
guage ;  but  it  must  be  recollected  that  the 
subject  of  the  bill  is  most  peculiar  and 
ungual ;  and  it  being  impossible  to  give 
practicable  effect  to  th«  principle  in  its 
full  extent,  it  became  the  more  necessary, 
in  creating  a  duty  of  imperfect  obligation 
where  legal  restraints  would  be  ineffica- 
cious or  impossible,  to  employ  language 
calculated  to  make  the  deepest  impression 
upon  the  human  mind,  so  as  to  produce, 


perhaps,  more  than  the  eflfect  of  law,  where 
the  ordinary  sanctions  of  law  were  wanting. 

It  may  be  now  masked,  my  lords,  why,  if 
the  principle  of  the  bill  be  justly  unfolded 
by  this  preamble,  the  enacting  part  falls 
so  very  short  of  protecting  the  whole  ani- 
mal world,  or  at  all  events  those  parts  of  it 
which  come  within  the  reach  of  man,  and 
which  may  be  subject  to  abuse.  To  that 
I  answer — It  does  protect  them  to  a  Cer- 
tain degree,  by  the  very  principle  which 
I  have  been  submitting  to  your  considera- 
tion, and  to  protect  them  further,  would 
be  found  to  be  attended  with  insurmounta- 
ble difficulties,  and  the  whole  bill  might  be 
wrecked  by  an  impracticable  effort  to  ex- 
tend it.  But  I  shall  be  happy  to  follow 
others  in  the  attempt.  The  bill,  however, 
as  it  regards  all  animals,  creates  a  duty  of 
imperfect  obligation,  and  your  lordships 
are  very  well  aware  that  there  are  Very 
many  and  most  manifest  and  important 
moral  duties,  the  breaches  of  which  human 
laws  cannot  practically  deal  with,  and  this 
I  fear  will  be  found  to  ^e  the  case  in  the 
subject  now  under  consideration. 

Animals  living  in  a  state  of  nature 
would  soon  over-run  the  earth,  and  cat  up 
and  consume  all  the  sustenance  of  man,  if 
not  kept  down  by'the  ordinary  pursuits 
and  destruction  of  them,  by  the  only  means 
in  which  they  can  be  kept  down  and 
destroyed  ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  other 
animals  have  been  formed  by  nature,  wi^h 
most  manifest  instincts  to  assist  us  in  this 
necessary  exercise  of  dominion;  and  in- 
deed, without  the  act  of  man,  these  ani- 
mals would  themselves  prey  upon  one  ano- 
ther, and  thus  be  visited  by  death,  the 
inevitable  lot  of  all  created  thiinss,  in  more 
painfiil  and  frightful  shapes.  They  have, 
besides,  no  knowledge  of  the  future,  and 
their  end,  when  appropriated  fitly  for  our 
food,  is  without  prolonged  suffering.  This 
economy  of  providence,  as  it  regards  ani- 
mals, which  from  age  to  age  have  lived  in 
an  unreclaimed  state,  devoted  to  the  use  of 
man  and  of  each  other,  may  serve  to  re- 
concile the  mind  to  that  mysterious  stat« 
of  things  in  the  present  fallen  and  imper- 
fect condition  of  the  world. — This  state  of 
wild  animals  is  further  strikingly  illus- 
trated by  the  view  of  such  of  them  as  have 
been  spared  from  the  humane  huntsman, 
or  the  more  numerous  tribes  of  animals  of 
prey.  They  are  swept  away  bv  the  ele- 
ments in  hard  winters,  retiring,  fe  most  of 
them  do,  to  a  solitary,  protracted,  and  pain- 
ful death. —Old  age,  my  lords,  even 
amongst  nien^  is  but  a  rare    blessing;^ 
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amongst  such  brutes,  perhaps  never.  Old 
age  can  only  be  supported  in  comfort  by 
that  aid  and  tenderness  from  others,  arising  < 
from  the  consciousness  of  those  ties  of  na- 
ture, which  it  has  not  pleased  the  divine 
providence  to  dispense  to  the  lower  world, 
but  which,  as  the  greatest  of  all  blessings, 
it  has  communicated  to  man.  When  the 
brutes  have  fulfilled  their  duties  to  their 
young,  for  their  protection,  they  know 
them  no  more,  and  die  of  old  age,  or  cold, 
or  hunger,  hi  view  of  one  another,  without 
sympathy,  or  mutual  assistance,  or  com- 
fort—It is  the  same  to  a  certain  extent 
with  regard  to  those  reclaimed  animals 
devoted  to  man's  use  for  food,  whose  facul- 
ties, as  far  as  our  observation  is  capable  of 
a  just  comparison,  approach  nearer  to  hu" 
man  reason.  The  old  age  even  of  such 
animals,  for  the  reasons  adverted  to,  would 
seldom  be  satisfactory.  When  they  pass, 
therefore,  from  life  to  death,  in  a  manner 
which  gives  them  no  foretaste  of  their 
doom,  and  consequently  no  sense  of  pain 
or  sorrow  in  the  road  to  it,  the  ways  of 
God  are  justified  to  man. 

The  Bill,  therefore,  as  it  regards  wild 
animals,  could  not  easily  have  been 
framed  for  practicable  operation,  except 
by  sanctioning,  as  it  does,  the  principle  of 
the  preamble,  which  will,  I  trust,  insen- 
sibly extend  its  influence  to  the  protection 
of  every  thing  that  has  life  ;  by  bringing 
habitually  into  the  view  of  the  mind  the 
duties  of  imperfect  obligation  which  it  in- 
culcates; and  with  regard  to  animals  bred 
by  man,  or  reclaimed  for  food,  it  will  di- 
rectly protect  them  against  the  cruelties 
which  are  generally  committed  on  them, 
viz.  the  unmercifully  driving  them  and 
beating  them  on  their  passage  to  fairs  and 
markets,  and  against  unnecessary  sufFer- 
ings  in  the  hour  of  death. 

Before  I  leave  this  part  of  the  subject, 
%  think  it  right  to  advert  to  the  practice  of 
Bull-Baiting.  I  did  not  intend  to  have 
touched  on  it,  but  as  I  find  that  some 
who  support  the  principle  of  this  bill,  feel 
a  difficulty  as  it  regards  this  practice,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  consider  how  it  will 
be  affected  by  its  operation.  A  bill  was 
'brought  into  the  house  of  commons,  whilst 
I  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  there,  to  repress 
this  practice,  but  not  upon  the  true  prin- 
ciple. The  framers  of  it  were,  I  J^m  per- 
suaded, actuated  by  motives  of  humanity  ; 
but  they  aiixed  with  it  very  laudable  ob- 
jects of  human  policy,  which  rather  ob- 
scured the  principle  of  protection  to  the 
animaLs.      One  great  object  of  the  bill. 


and  it  was  laudable  on  that  account,  wa9> 
to  put  an  end  to  sports  which  led  away  the 
servant3  and  labourers  of  manufacture  and 
husbandry  from  the  service  of  their  mas- 
ters.— ^The  attack  upon  bull-baiting  com- 
ing in  this  questionable  shape,  was  de- 
fended as  politic  by  talents  capable  of  de- 
fending any  thing;  but  talents  (I  am  ready 
to  admit)  possessed  by  a  person  of  as  hu- 
mane and  feeling  a  mind  as  ever  distin- 
guished any  man — a  man,  besides,  of  a 
most  beautiful  genius,  and  whom  1  have 
always  esteemed  and  honoured  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham). The  truth  is,  my  lords,  that  the 
matter  was  never  fairly  presented  to  his 
heart,  and  his  intellect  had  got  a  wrong 
bias  upon  the  subject.  I  shall  not,  how- 
ever, come  in  contact  with  my  excellent 
friend  in  his  different  view  of  this  subject. 
This  Bill  says  not  a  word  about  bull-bait- 
ing. I  only  include  a  bull  in  my  cata* 
logue  of  protected  animals.  They,  there- 
fore, who  support  the  practice,  may  still 
support  it  successfully,  if  they  can  con- 
vince a  court  and  jury,  and  the  other  ma- 
gistracies of  their  countrymen,  that  it  does 
not  fall  within  the  description  of  wilful  and 
wanton  cruelty ;  and  if  that  shall  be  the 
general  feeling  of  courts  and  magistrates 
on  the  subject,  the  practice  will  cease  to  be 
supported. 

As  to  the  tendency  of  barbarous  sports 
of  any  kind  or  description  whatsoever,  to 
nourish  the  national  characteristic  of  man- 
liness and  courage,  the  only  shadow  of 
argument  I  ever  heard  upon  such  occasions, 
all  1  can  say  is  this :  that  from  the  mer- 
cenary battles  of  the  lowest  of  beasts  (via. 
human  boxers),  up  to  those  of  the  high- 
est and  noblest  that  are  tormented  by  man 
for  his  degrading  pastime,  I  enter  this 
public  protest  against  it.  I  never  knew  a 
man  remarkable  fo^*  heroic  bravery,  whose 
very  aspect  was  not  lighted  up  by  gentle- 
ness and  humanity ;  nor  a  kill-  him  nor  eat- 
him  countenance  that  did  not  cover  the 
heart  of  a  bully  or  a'poltroon. — As  to 
other  reclaimed  animals  which  are  not  de- 
voted to  our  use  as  food,  but  which  are 
most  wonderfully  organized  to  assist  man 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth,  and  by  their 
superior  activity  and  strength  to  lessen  his 
labour,  in  the  whole  circle  of  his  «on- 
cerns,  different  protections  become  neces- 
sary, and  they  are  also  provided  for  by  the 
bill,  and  without  the  loss  or  abridgment  of 
any  one  right  of  property  in  such  animals* 
On  the  contrary,  all  its  provisions  protect 
them,  as  property,  from  the  abuses  of  those 
te  whose  care  and  government  their  own^i 
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crs  arc  obliged  to  couMnit  them.  They 
also  reach  the  owners  themselves,  if,  from 
an  inordinate  desire  of  gain,  or  other  selfish 
consideration,  they  abuse  the  animals, 
their  property  in  which  is  limited  to  the'  use. 
It  would  be  wasting  your  lordships'  time 
if  I  were  to  enumerate  the  probable  cases 
which  this  part  of  the  bill  will  compre- 
hend. It  is  well  observed  by  an  Italian 
philosopher,  "  that  no  man  desires  to  hear 
whdt  he  has  already  seen.'*  Your  lord- 
ships cannot  have  walked  the  streets,  or 
travelled  on  the  roads,  without  being  per- 
fectly masters  of  this  part  of  the  subject. 
You  cannot  but  have  been  almost  daily 
witnesses  to  most  disgusting  cruelti^  prac- 
tised upon  beasts  of  carriage  and  burthen, 
by  the  violence  and  brutality  of  their  dri- 
vers* To  distinguish  such  brutality  and 
criminal  violence,  from  severe,  but  some- 
times necessary  discipline,  may  at  first 
view  appear  difficult,  and  on  that  account 
a  serious  objection  to  the  bill  ;  but  when 
I  come  to  that  pan  of  the  subject,  I  pledge 
myself  to  shew  that  it  involves  no  difficulty 
whatsoever.  But  there  are  other  abuses 
far  more  frequent  and  important,  which 
will  require  a  more  particular  consi- 
deration. For  one  act  of  cruelty  in  ser- 
vants, there  are  an  hundred  in  the  owners 
of  beasts  of  labour  and  burthen,  sometimes 
committed  by  the  owners  alone,  from  a 
scandalous  desire  of  gain,  and  sometimes 
in  a  most  unworthy  partnership  with  their 
superiors,  who  are  equally  guilty,  with  no 
gain  at  all,  nor  for  any  motive  that  it 
woiild  not  be  dissraceflil  to  acknowledge. 
I  allude,  my  lords,  to  our  unhappy  post- 
borses.  It  IS  not  my  wish,  my  lords,  to  be 
a  fanciful  reformer  of  the  world,  nor  to 
eiEact  that  the  manners  and  customs  of  a 
highly  civilized  nation,  should  be  brought 
to  the  standard  of  simplicity  and  virtue,  if 
indeed  such  a  standard  ever  existed  upon 
eartlu  I  do  not  seek  to  appoint  inspectors 
to  examine  the  books  of  inn- keepers,  so  as 
to  punish  any  excess  in  the  numbers  of 
their  stages,  as  you  do  an  excess  of  outside 

Easseneers  on  the  roofe  of  coaches.  I 
now  were  are  very  msmy  cases  (which 
could  not  be  brought  strictly  within  the 
ycope  of  necessities)  where  these  poor  ani- 
mals must  grievously  suffer,  yet  where  no 
Jaw  can  properly  reach  to  protect  them. 
The  demand^  though  not  imminent,  of 
human  health,  and  even  of  convenience ; 
the  occasional  exigencies  of  commerce  ; 
the  exercise  of  franchises,  and  many  other 
cases  which  must  occur  to  every  body,- 
would  furnish  obvious  exceptions  without 
Vol.  XIV. 


violation  of  the  principle,  and  which  every 
court  and  magistrate  would  know  how  to 
distinguish.  But  the  bill,  if  properly  exe- 
cuted, would  expose  inn-keepers  to  a  rea- 
sonable punishment,  who  will  palpably  de- 
vote an  innocent  animal  to  extreme  mi- 
sery, if  not  to  death  itself,  by  a  manifest 
and  outrageous  excess  of  labour,  rather 
than  disoblige  a  mere  traveller,  engaged 
in  no  extraordinary  business,  lest  in  future 
he  should  go  to  the  inn  opposite — when 
the  law  shall  give  a  rule  for  both  sides  of 
the  way,  this  most  infamous  competition 
will  be  at  an  end. 

For  my  own  part,  my  lords,  I  can  say 
with  the  greatest  sincerity  to  your  lord- 
ships, that  nothing  has  ever  excited  in  my 
mind  greater  disgust,  than  to  observe  what 
we  all  of  us  are  obliged  to  see  every  day 
in  our  lives — horses  panting — what  do  I 
say !  literally  dying  under  the  scourge, 
when  on  looking  into  the  chaises,  we  see 
them  carrying  to  and  from  London  men 
and  women,  to  whom  or  to  others  it  can 
be  of  no  possible  signification  whether 
they  arrive  one  day  sooner  %r  later,  and 
sometimes  indeed  whether  they  ever  arrive 
at  all.  More  than  half  the  post-horses^ 
that  die  from  abuse  in  harness^  are  killed 
by  people,  who,  but  for  the  mischief  I  am 
complaining  of,  would  fall  into  the  class 
described  by  Mr.  Sterne,  of  simple  or 
harmless  travellers,  galloping  over  our 
roads  for  neither  good  nor  evil,  but  to  fill 
,up  the  dreary  blank  in  unoccupied  life.  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  all  such  travellers  , 
should  not  endeavour  to^  overcome  the 
ennui  of  their  lives  without  killing  poor 
animals,  more  innocent  and  more  usefiil 
than  themselves.  To  speak  gravely,  my 
lords,  I  maintain  that  human  idleness 
ought  not  to  be  permitted,  by  the  laws  of 
enlightened  man,  to  tax  for  nothing,  be- 
yond the  powers  which  God  has  given 
them,  the  animals  which  his  benevolence 
has  created  for  our  assistance. 

But  another, abuse  exists,  not  less  fre- 
quent, and  much  more  shocking,  because 
committed  under  the  deliberate  calcula- 
tion of  intolerable  avarice.  I  allude  to 
the  practice  of  buying  up  horses  when 
past  their  strength;  from  old  age  or  disease, 
upon  the  computation  (I  mean  to  speak 
literally)  of  how  msiny  days  torture  and 
oppression  they  are  capable  of  living-under, 
so  as  to  return  a  profit  with  the  addition  of 
the  flesh  and  skin,  when  brought  to  one 
of  the  numerous  houses  appropriated  for 
the  slaughter  of  horses.  If  this  practice 
only  e^ftended  to  carrying  on  the  fair  wol'lc 
2  O 
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of  horses  to  the  very  latest  period  of  labour, 
,  instead  of  destroying  them  when  old  or 
disabled,  Ishouid  approve  instead  of  con- 
demning it.  But  it  is  most  notorious,  that 
with  the  value  of  such  animals  all  care 
of  them  is  generally  at  an  end,  and  you 
•ee  them  (I  speak  literally,  and  of  a  sys- 
tematk:  abuse)  sinking  and  dymg  under 
loads,  which  no  man  living  would  have  set 
the  same  horse  ^o,  when  in  the  meridian 
of  his  streQ/i(th  and  youth. 

This  horrid  abuse,  my  lords,  which  ap- 
pears at  first  view  to  be  incapable  of 
ajrgnivation,  is  nevertheless  most  shock- 
ingly aggravated  when  the  period  arrives 
at  \^'hich  one  would  think  cruelty  must 
necessarily  cease,  when  exhausted  nature 
is  ready  to  bestow  ihe  deliverance  of 
death.  But  even  then,  a  new  and  most 
atrocious  system  of  torture  commences,  of 
which,  my  lords,  I  could  myself  be  a  wit- 
ness in  your  committee,  as  it  was  proved 
to  my  own  perfect  satisfaction,  and  that  of 
my  friend  Mr.  Jekyll,  upon  the  informa- 
tion of  a  worthy  magistrate,  who  called 
our  attention  to  the  abuse.  But  perhaps, 
my  lords,  I  shall  better  describe  it,  as  it 
will  at  the  same  time  afTurd  an  additional 
proof  of  these  hideous  practices,  and  of 
their  existence  at  this  hour,  by  reading  a 
letter  which  I  received  but  two  days  ago, 
the  iacts  of  which  I  am  ready  to  bring  in 
proof  before  your  lordships. — Here  lord 
Erskine  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  which 
stated,  "  A  very  general  practice  of  buy- 
ing up  horses  still  alive,  but  not  capable 
of  being  e^en  further  abused  by  any  kind 
of  labour.  These  horses,  it  appeared, 
were  carried  in  ^reat  numbers  to  slaughter- 
houses, but  not  killed  at  once  for  their  flesh 
and  skins,  but  left  without  sustenance,  and 
literally  starved  tp  death,  that  the  market 
might  be  gradually  fed.  The  poor  ani- 
mals, in  the  mean  time,  being  reduced  to 
eat  their  own  dung,  and  frequently  gnaw- 
ing ont;  another's  manes  in  the  agonies  of 
hunger." 

Can  there  be  a  doubt,  my  lords,  that  all 
snch  shocking  practices  should  be  consi- 
dered and  punished  as  misdemeanors? 
Here  again  it  may  be  said  that  the  bill,  in 
this  part  of  it,  will  invest  magistrates  with 
a  novel  and  dangerous  discretion.  I  am 
not  yet  arrived  at  that  part  of  the  case, 
though  I  am  fast  approaching  it;  when  I 
do,  I  pledge  myself  without  fear  to  main- 
tain the  contrary,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
every  one  of  your  lordships,  more  espe- 
cially including  the  learned  lords  of  the 
housa.     No  less  frequent  and  wicked  an 


abuse  is  the  manifest  overloading  of  car- 
riages and  animals  of  burden,  particularly 
asses,  and  as  far  as  this  poor  animal  is  un- 
justly considered  an  emblem  of  stupidity, 
the  owners  who  thus  oppress  him  are  the 
gi-eatest  asses  of  the  two.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  keeping  animals  without  ade- 
quate food  to  support  their  strength,  or 
even  their  existence;  this  frequently  hap- 
pens to  beasts  impounded*  for  trespasses  ; 
I  have  had  complaints  of  this  abuse  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  The  notice  to 
the  owner  is  seldom  served,  and  thus  the  , 
poor  innocent  animal  is  left  to  starve  in 
the  pound. — As  far  as  an  animal  is  con- 
sidered merely  as  property,  this  may  be 
all  very  well,  and  the  owner  must  find 
him  out  at  his  peril,  but  when  the  animal  is 
looked  to,  upon  the  principle  of  this  bill,  the 
impounder  ought  to  feed  him,  and  charge 
it  to  the  owner  as  part  of  the  damages. 

Only  one  other  offt:nce  remains,  which 
I  think  it  necessary  to  advert  to,  which  ifc 
's  difficult  sufficiently  to  expose  and  stig- 
matize, from  the  impudence  with  which  it 
is  every  day  committed,  as  if  the  perpe- 
trators of  this  kind  of  wickedness  were 
engaged  in  something  extremely  enter- 
taining and  innocent,  if  not  meritorious; 
I  allude  to  those  extravagant  betts  for  tiy- 
ing  the  strength  and  indurancc  of  horses  ; 
not  those  animating  races,  properly  so 
called,  which  the  horse  really  enjoys,  and 
which,  though  undoubtedly  attended  with 
collateral  evils,  has  tended  greatly  to  im- 
prove the  breed  of  that  noble  and  useful 
animal.  The  contests  which  I  consider  a« 
wilful  and  wanton  cruelty,  are  of  a  dif- 
ferent kind ;  1  maintain  that  no  man» 
without  being  guilty  of  that  great  crime, 
can  put  it  upon  the  uncertain  and  merce* 
nary  die,  whether  in  races  against  time  ; 
no;*  not  properly  so  called,  but  rather 
journeys  of  great  distances  within  limited 
periods,  the  exertions  shall  very  far  Exceed 
the  ordinary  power  which  nature  has  be- 
stowed on  the  unhappy  creature,  thu» 
wickedly  and  inhumanly  perverted  from 
the  benevolent  purposes  of  their  existence. 

All  the  observations  I  have  just  been 
making  to  your  lordships,  undoubtedly  ap*- 
ply  to  the  maliciously  tormenting  any 
animal  whatsoever,  more  especially  ani- 
mnh  which  we  have  voluntarily  reclaimed 
and  domesticated  ;  and  yet  I  fairly  own 
to  your  lordships,  that  as  the  Bill  was  ori- 
ginally drawn,  and  as  it  stood  until  a  few 
days  ago,  it  would  not  have  reached  many 
shameful  and  degra<ling  practices.  The 
truth  \^,  that  I  was  afraid  to  run  too  rapid- 
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ly  and  directly  agajnst  prejudit  es.  But  on 
conversing  with  very  enlightened  and 
learned  men,  I  took  courage  in  iny  own 
original  intention,  and  introducedjthe  con- 
cluding clause,  which  comprehended  tiie 
wickedly  and  wantonly  'tormenting  any 
reclaimed  animal;  the  efiect  of  which  in 
pracjtice  I  will  explain  hereafter,  when  I 
come  to  shew  the  practicability  of  execut- 
ing the  law  without  trespassing  upon  the 
just  rights  and  privileges  of  mankind.  If 
your  lordships,  however,  shall  ultimately 
differ  from  me  in  this  part  of  the  subject, 
you  can  strike  out  this  clause  in  the  com- 
mittee. 1  have  purposely  kept  it  quite  dis- 
tinct and  separate  from  the  rest  of  the  Bill, 
as  I  originally  framed  it,  being  resolved  to 
carry  an  easy  sail  at  firsts  for  Tear  of  over- 
setting my  ^vessel  in  a  new  and  dangerous 
navigation. 

I  now  come,  my  lords,  to  the  second 
part  of  the  case,  which  will  occupy  but  a 
small  portion  of  your  lordships'  time,  on 
which  I  am  afraid  I  have  trespassed  but 
too  long  already.  (Hear!  hear!)  Suppos- 
ing, now,  your  loHships  to  be  desirous  of 
subscribing  to  the  principles  I  have  open- 
ed to  you,  and  to  feel  the  propriety  of  en- 
deavouring to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  inhuman  cruelties  practised  upon  ani- 
mals, so  general  and  so  notorious,  as  to 
render  a  more  particular  statement  of  them 
as  unnecessary  as  it  would  have  been  dis* 
gusting:  the  main  question  will  then  arise, 
viz.  How  the  jurisdiction  erected  by  this 
Bill,  if  it  shall  pass  into  a  law,  may  be  exe- 
cuted by  courts  and  magistrates,  without 
investing  them  with  a  new  and  arbitrary 
discretion. 

My  lords,  I  feel  the  great  importance 
of  this  consideration,,  and  I  have  no  desire 
to  shrink  from  it ;  on  the  contrary  1  invite 
your  lordships  to  the  closest  investigation 
of  it,  and  for  that  purpose,  I  will  myself 
anticipate  every  possible  objection  of  that 
description,  and  give  your  lordships,  in  a 
very  few  words,  the  most  decisive  answers 
to  them. — How,  it  may  be  first  asked,  are 
magistrates  to  distinguish  betvyeen  the  jus- 
tifi£d)le  labours  of  the  animal,  which  from 
man's  necessities  is  often  most  fatiguing, 
and  apparently  excessive,  and  that  real  ex- 
cess which  the  Bill  seeks  to  punish  as  wil- 
ful and  wanton  cruelty  ?  How  are  they  to 
distinguish  between  the  blows  which  are 
/  necessary,  when  beasts  of  labour  are  lazy 
or  refractory,  or  even  blows  of  sudden  pas- 
sion and  temper,  from  deliberate,  cold- 
blooded, ferocious  cruelty,  which  we  see 
practised  every  day  we  iive,  and  which 


have  a  tendency,  as  the  preamble  recites, 
toharden  the  heart  against  all  the  impulses 
of  humanity  ? — How,  in  the  same  manner, 
arc  they  to  distinguish  between  ihe  fa- 
tigues and  sufferings  of  beasts  for  slau^Titer, 
in  their  melancholy  journeys  to  death  in 
our  markets,  from  unnecessary  and  there- 
fore barbarous  aggravations  ofthe;!!  ? 

Here,  my  lords,  I  am ^t home;  here  I 
know  my  course  so  completely,  that  I  can 
scarcely  err.  I  am  no  speculator  upon  the 
eftect  of  the  law  which  I  propose  to  you, 
as  the  wMsest  legislators  must  often  be,  who 
are  not  practical!/  acquainted  with  \he 
administration  of  justice.  Having  passed 
my  life  in  our  courts  of  law  when  filled 
with  the  greatest  jwlges,  and  with  the 
ablest  advocates,  who  from  time  to  time 
have  sinc^  added  to  their  number,  I  know 
with  the  utmost  precision  Uie  effect  of  it 
in  practice,  and  I  pledge  myself  to  your 
lordships,  that  the  execution  of  the  Bill,  if 
it  passes  into  law,  will  be  founi  to  be  most 
simple  and  easy  ;  raising  up  no  nevv  prin- 
ciples of  law,  and  givuig  to  courts  no 
larger  discretion,  nor  more  difficult  sub- 
jects for  judgment  than  they  are  in  th# 
constant  course  of  exercising. 

First  "of  all,  my  lords,  the  law  1  propose 
to  your  lordships  is  not  likely  to  be  attend- 
ed with  abuse  in  prosecution,  a  very  great, 
but  I  am  afraid  an  incurable,  evil  in  the 
penal  code.  I  stimulate  no  mercenary  in- 
formers, which  I  admit  often  to  be  neces- 
sary to  give  effect  to  criminal  justice.  I 
place  the  lower  world  entirely  under  the 
genuine  unbought  S3'mpathie8  of  man.-* 
No  one  is  likely  to  prosecute  by  indict- 
ment, or  to  carry  a  person  before  a  magis- 
trate, without  probable,  or  rather  without 
obvious  and  flagrant  cause,  whea  he  can 
derive  no  personal  benefit  from  the  prose- 
cution, nor  carry  it  on  without  trouble  and 
expence.  The  law  is,  therefore,  more  open 
to  the  charge  of  inefficacy  than  of  vexa- 
tion.— It  can  indeed  have  no  operation  ex- 
cept when  compassionate  men  (and  I 
trust  they  will  become  more  numerous 
from  the  moral  sense  which  this  Bill  is 
calculated  to  awaken),  sjiall  set  the  law  in 
motion  against  manifest  and  disgusting  of- 
fenders, to  deliver  themselves  from  the  pain 
and  horror  which  the  immediate  view  of  wiU 
ful  and  wanton  cruelty  is  capable  of  excit- 
ing, or  is  rather  sure  to  excite  in  a  generous 
nature. — What  possible  difficulty,  then,  can 
be  imposed  upon  the  magistr^^ite,  who  has 
only  to  judge  upon  hearing,  from  his  own 
human  feelings,  what  such  disinterested  in- 
formers have  judged  of  from  having  seem 
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and  felt  The  task  is  sufely  most  easy, 
imd  by  no  means  novel.  Indeed,  the  whole 
administration  of  law,  in  many  analogous 
cases,  consists  in  nothing  else  but  in  dis- 
criminations generally  more  difficult  in 
cases  of  personal  wrongs. 

Cruelty  to  an  apprentice,  by  beating, 
or  over  labour,  is  judged  of  daily  upon  the 
very  principle  which  this  Bill  will  bring 
into  action  in  the  case  of  an  oppressed  ani- 
mal.— To  distinguish  the  severest  disci- 
pline to  command  obedience,  and  to  en- 
force activity  in  such  dependents  from 
brutal  ferocity  and  cruelty,  never  yet  puz- 
zled a  judge  or  a  jury,  never  at  least  in  my 
very  long  expericAce  ;  and  when  want  of 
sustenance  is  the  complaint,  the  most  cul; 
pable  over-frugality  is  never  confounded 
with  a  wicked  and  malicious  privation  of 
food. — The  same  distinctions  occun  fre- 
cjuently,  upon  the  plea  of  moderate  chas- 
tisement^ when  any  other  servant  com- 
plains of  his  master,  or  when  it  becomes 
necessary  to  measure  the  degri^e  of  vio- 
lence, which  is  justifiable  in  repelling  vioT 
lehce,  oV  in  the  preservation  of  rights. 
'  In  the  same  manner  the  damage  from  a 
frivolous  assault  or  of  a  battery,  the  effect 
of  provocation  or  sudden  temper,  is  daily 
jdistinguished  in  our  courts,  from  a  severe 
and  cold-blooded  outrage.  A  ha-jty  word, 
which  just  conveys  matter  that  is  actiona- 
ble, is  in  the  same  manner  distinguished 
in  a  moment  from  malignant  and  danger- 
ous slander.  Mistakes  in  the  extent  of  au- 
thority, which  happen  every  day  in  the 
discharge  of  the  complicated  duties  of  the 
magistracy,  are  never  confounded  for  a 
moment,  even  when  they  have  trenched 
ieverely  upon  personal  liberty,  with  an 
^arbitrary  and  tyrannous  imprisonment. 
Unguarded  or  slight  trespasses  upon  pro- 
perty, real  or  personal,  are  in  the  same 
way  the  daily  subjects  of  distinction  from 
malicious  deprivations  of  rights,  or  serious 
^nterruptionsof  their  enjoyment. — Similar, 
or  rather  nicer  distinctions,  are  occurring 
daily  in  our  courts ;  when  Libel  or  no  Li- 
bel is  the  (question.  A  line  must  be  drawn 
between  injurious  calumny,  and  fair,  though 
perhaps  unpleasant  animadversion;  but 
plain  good  sense  without  legal  subtlety  is 
.  sure  to  settle  it  with  justice ;  so  every  man 
may  enjoy  what  is  his  own,  but  not  to  the 
injury  of  his  neighbour.  What  is  an  in- 
jury, or  what  only  a  loss,  without  being 
injurious,  is  the  question  in  all  cases  of 
nuisance,  and  they  are  satisfactorily  set- 
^  tied  by  the  common  understandings  and 
feeling]^  of  mankind. 


My  lords,  there  wotHd  be  no  end  of 
these  analogies,  if  I  were  to  pursue  them  ; 
I  might  l>ring  my  whole  professional  life, 
for  near  thirty  years,  in  review  before  your 
lordships. — I  appeal  to  the  learned  lords 
of  the  house,  whether  these  distit^ctions  are  i 
not  of  daily  occurrence  ;  I  appeal  to  my 
noble  and  learned  friend  on  the  woolsack, 
whether,  when  he  sat  as  Chief  Justibe  of 
the  Common  Pleas,  he  found  any  diffi- 
culty in  these  distinctions;  I  appeal  to  my 
noble  and  learned  friend,  who  sits  just  by 
him,  whose  useful  and  valuable  life  is 
wholly  occupied  amidst  these  questions, 
whether  they  are  doubtful  and  dangerous 
in  the  decision,  and  whether  they  are  not 
precisely  in  point  with  the  difficulties 
which  I  have  anticipated,  or  with  any 
others  which  opponents  to  the  Bill  t:an 
possibly  anticipate  ;  I  make  a  similar  ap- 
peal to  another  noble  and  learned  friend, 
who  has  filled  the  highest  situation,  I  do 
not  see  him  at  this  moment  in  his  place, 
but  to  him  also,  I  might  make  the  sam^ 
fearless  application. — I  cannot,  there- 
fore, conceive  a  case  on  which  a  magis- 
trate would  be  exposed  to  any  diffi- 
culty under  this  bill,  if  it  should  pass  into 
a  law. — ^The  cruelties  which  I  have  alrea- 
dy adverted  to,  are  either  committed  by 
owners  or  by  servants  charged  with  the 
care  and  government  of  horses  and  other 
cattle.  If  the  owner  unmercifully  directs 
them  to  be  driven  to  most  unreasonable 
distances,  or  with  burthens  manifestly  be- 
yond their  powers  ;  if  he  brings  them  Up 
when  past  the  age  of  strength,  not  for  a 
use  correspondent  to  their  condition,  but 
upon  the  barbarous  and  wicked  computa- 
tion of  how  long  they  can  be  tortured  to 
profit;  in  neither  of  these  cases  can  the 
cruelty  be  imputed  to  the  servant  whom 
you  meet  upon  the  road,  struggling  to 
perform  the  unjust  commands  of  his  em- 
ployer. The  master  is  the  obvious  cul- 
prit ;  "  respondeat  superior  ;'*  the  specta- 
tors and  the  servant  are  the  witnesses ;  and 
these  are  the  cases  where  an, indictment 
would  operate  as  a  most  useful  example, 
without  oppression  to  those  who  thus  of- 
fend systematically  against  every  princi- 
ple of  humanity  and  justice. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  nd  cruel  com- 
mands are  given  to  the  servant,  but  his 
own  malice  ofiends  at  once  against  his 
master  and  the  unhappy  animal  which  he 
wickedly  abuses,  he  of  course  is  alone  re- 
sponsible ;  and  these  arc  the  cases  in 
which  a  summary  jurisdiction  would  be 
n{o8t  generally  retried  to^  as  more  ^a- 
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vourable  at  once  to  the  disinterested  in- 
former and  to  the  oiTender,  who  would  be 
thus  punished  with  a  small  penalty,  and 
be  delivered  from  an  expensive  prosecu- 
tion.— ^The  other  house  of  parliament  will 
no  doubt  accomplish  this  in  the  further 
progress  of  the  bill. 

.  But  in  neither  6f  these  cases,  which 
comprehend  indeed  every  abuse  which  the 
bill  extends  to,  is  there  any  kind  of  danger 
that  it  will  work  oppression,  or  produce 
uncertainty  in  decision. — ^A  man  cannot,  if 
an  owner,  be  the  subject  of  an  indictment, 
because  he  may  have  been  less  considerate 
and  merciful  than  he  ought  to  be ;  nor  if 
a  servant,  fi>r  an  unreasonable  blow  of 
temper  upon  an  unmanageable  char^. 
No,  my  lords.  Every  indictment  or  m- 
formation  before  a  magistrate  must  charge 
the  offence,  to  be  committed  maliciously, 
and  with  -wanton  cruelty,  and  the  proof 
must  correspond  with  the  charge.  This 
bill'  makes  no  act  whatever  a  misdemeanor 
tbat  does  not  plainly  indicate  to  the  court 
or  magistrate  a  malicious  and  wickefd  in- 
tent; but  this  generality  is  so  far  from 
generating  uncertainty,  that  I  appeal  lo 
«very  member  in  our  great  profession, 
whether,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  not  in  fa- 
vour of  the  accused,  and  analogous  to  our 
most  merciful  principles  of  criminal  jus- 
tice ?  So  far  from  involving  the  magistrate 
in  doubtful  discriminations,  he  roust  be 
himself  shocked  and  disgusted  before  be 
begins  to  exercise  his  atithority  over  ano- 
ther. He  must  find  malicious  cruelty ; 
and  what  that  is  can  never  be  a  matter  of 
uncertainty  or  doubt,  because  nature  has 
erected  a  standard  in  the  human  heart,  by 
which  it  may  be  surely  ascertained.— -This 
consideration  surely  removes  every  diffi- 
culty irom  the  last  clause,  which  protects 
from  wilful,  malicious,  aild  wanton  cruel- 
ty, all  reclaimed  animals.  Whatever  may 
be  the  creatures  which,  by  your  own  vo- 
luntary act,  you  choose  to  take  from  the 
wilds  which  nature'  has  allotted  to  them, 
you  must  be  supposed  to  exercise  this  ad- 
mitted dominion,  ibr  use,  or  for  pleasure, 
or  from  curiosity.  '  If  for  use,  enjoy  that 
use  in  its  plenitude;  if  the  animal'  be  lit 
for  food,  enjoy  it  decently  for  food  ;  if  for 
pleasure,  enjoy  that  pleasure,  by  taxing  all 
Its  fkculties  for  your  comfort ;  if  for  cu- 
riosity, indulge  it  to  the  ftill.  The  more 
we  mix  omrselves  with  all  created  matter, 
*  animate  or  inanimate,  the  more  we  shall 
beiifled  up  to  the  contemplation  of  God, 
But  never  let  it  be  said,  that  the  law 
should  indulge  us  in  the  most  atrocious  of 


all  propensities,  which,  when  habitaally 
indulged  in,  on  beings  beneath  «s,  d«* 
stroys  every  security  of  human  life,  by 
hardening  the  heart  for  the  perpetration  of 
all  crimes. 

The  times  in-which  we  live,  my  lords, 
have  read  us  an  awful  lesson  upon  the*  im^ 
portance  of  preserving  the  moral  sympa- 
thies. We  have^  seen  that  the  highest 
state  of  refinement  and  civilization  will 
not  secure  them.  I  solemnly  protest 
against  any  allusion  to  the  causes  «f -the 
revolutions  which  are  yet  shaking  the 
world,  or  to  the  crimes  or  mistakes  of  any 
individuals  in' any  nation;  but  it  connects 
itself  with  my  subject  to  remark,  that  even 
in  struggles  -  for  human  rights  and  privi- 
leges, sincere  and  laudable  as  they  occa- 
sionally may  have  been,  all  human  rights 
and  privileges  have  been  trampled  upon, 
by  barbarities  far  more  shocking  than 
those  of  the  most  barbarous  nations,  be- 
cause they  have  not '  merely  exttneuishtd 
natural  unconnected  life,  but  have  destroy- 
ed (I  trust  only  for  a  season)  the*  social 
happiness  and  independence  of  mankiild, 
raising  up  tyrants  to  oppress  them  all-'-m 
the  end,  by  beginning  whh  the  oppression 
of  each  other.  All  this,  my  lords,  has 
arisen  firom  neglecting  the  cultivation  df 
the  moral  sense,  the  best  security  -0^ 
states,  and  the  greatest  consolation  of  the 
world. 

*My  lords,  I  will  trouble-  your  Ibrdships 
no  longer  than  with  admitting,  for  the 
sake  of  the  argument,  that  there  may  be 
cases,  especially  in  the  beginning,  where 
the  execution  of  the  bill  may  call  for  the 
exercise  of  high  judicial,  consideration, 
through  the  dignity  and  learning  of  the 
supreme  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction. 
And  here  I  cannot  help  saying,  that  it 
adds  greaitly  to  the  security  I  feel  upon 
this  part  of  the  subject,  that- when  the  bill 
shall  have  received  the  sanction  6f  parlia* 
ment,  it  will  bcdelivered  over  ta  my  noble 
arid'  learned  friend,  who  ipresides.so  abty 
in  the  court  of  King's  Bench.  '  Fropi  his 
high  authority,  the  inferior  magistracies 
will  receive  its  just  interpretation,  and 
from  his  manly  and  expressive  eloquence, 
will  be  added  a  most  useful  inculcation  of 
its  ^obligations ;'  for  I  must  once  again  im- 
press upon  your  lordships'  minds,  the 
great,  the  incalculable  effect  of  wise  laws, 
when  ably  administered  upon  the  feelings 
and  morals  of  mankind.  '  We  may  be 
said,  my  lords,-  to  be  in  a  manner  jiew 
created  by  them.  Under  the  auspices  bf 
religion,  in  whose  steps  they  must  ever 
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tread,  to  maintain  the  character  of  wis- 
dom, they  make  all  the  difierence  between 
the  savages  of  the  wilderness  and  the  au- 
dience 1  am  now  addressing. — The  cruel- 
ties which  we  dail}''  deplore,  in  children 
and  in  youth,  arise  from  defect  in  educa- 
tion, and  that  defect  in  education  from  the 
very  defect  in  the  law,  which  I  ask  your 
lordships  to  remedy.  From  the  moral 
sense  of  the  parent  re-animated,  or  rather 
in  this  branch  created  by  the  law,  the 
next  generation  will  feel,  in  the  first  dawn 
of  their  ideas,  the  august  relationv  they 
stand  in  to  the  lower  world,  and  the  trust 
which  their  station  in  the  universe  imposes 
on  them,  and  it  will  not  be  left  to  a  future 
•Sterne  to  remind  us,  when  we  put  aside 
even  a  harmless  insect,  that  the  world  is 
large  enough  for  both.  This  extension  of 
benevolence  to  objects  beneath  us,  become 
habitual  by  a  sense  of  duty  inculcated  by 
law,  will  reflect  back  upon  our  sympathies 
to  one  another,  so  that  1  may  venture  to 
say  firmly  to  your  lordships,  that  the  bill 
I  propose  to  you,  if  it  shall  receive  the 
sanction  of  parliament,  will  not  only  be 
an  honour  to  the  country,  but  an  sera  in 
the  history  of  the  world. 

The  Lard  Chancellor  approved  of  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  but  thought  the  appli- 
cation of  it  attended  with  some  difficulty. 
That,  however,  was  a  matter  of  considera- 
tion for  a  Committee,  and  in  that  stage  of 
the  proceeding  he  would  give  the  mea- 
gre every  possible  attention. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  May  15. 
[Store-Keeper  in 'Hyde -Park.]  Mr, 
Whiihread  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  a  subject,  trivial  certainly  in  one 
point  of  view,  though  of  some  importance 
in  another,  and  relative  to  which  he  pro- 
posed to  offer  a  motion.  It  was  a  disgust- 
ing circumstance  which  ought  not  to  exist ; 
namely,  the  appointment  of  a  person  to 
the  office  of  Ordnance  Store-keeper  in 
Hyde-Park,  with  a  salary  of  1 20  Z.  a  year, 
a  comfortable  house  to  live  in,  with  al- 
lowances of  coals,  candles,  and  other  per- 
quisites ;  and  this  a  person  who  never  had 
served  the  country  an  hour  in  army  or 
navy^  and  also  a  foreigner.  This  situation 
ought  to  have  been  conferred  on  some  me- 
ritorious old  officer,  worn  out  in  the  ser- 
rice';  and  many  hundreds  of  such,  he  was 
sorry  to'  say,  there  were  pining  out  the 
evening  of  life  in  penury,  any  one  of 
whom  would  be  glad  of  such  a  situation. 


The  person  who  held  this  appointment 
might  have  been  for  years  perhaps  the 
faithful  servant  of  some  honourable  gen- 
tleman or  iioblelord,  who,  no  doubt, recom- 
mended him  to  the  patronage  of  tlie  mas- 
ter-general of  ordnance.  It  was  certainly 
right  that  long  and  faithful  services  should 
attach  the  regard  of  a  master  to  his  ser- 
vant, and  it  was  desirable  that  meritorious 
persons  in  such  stations  should  have  com- 
fortable provision  for  old  age  ;  but,  then, 
persons  in  opulent  circumstances  should 
make  that  provision  at  their  own  expence, 
without  trenching  on  that  source  which 
should  exclusively  belong  to  military  men 
who  had  claims  upon  the  generosity  of 
their  country,  when  worn  out  in  her  ser- 
vice. The  honourable  member  concluded 
by  moving  for  a  copy  of  the  appointment 
of  Christian  Frederick  Walter  to  the  said 
office  of  Ordnance  Store-keeper  in  Hyde- 
Park,  and  an  account  of  the  salary,  and  all 
emoluments  attached  to  the  said  office. 

Mr.  Welleslcu  Pole  said,  he  was  the  per- 
son who  had  five  years  ago  recommended 
this  Mr.  Walter  to  the  situation,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  application  from  lord  Chat-> 
ham,  then  master  of  the  ordnance,  to  him, 
requesting  him  to  look  out  for  a  trusty 
person  t6  fill  that  office;  and  it  was  he 
also  who  had  named  the  salary  of  10Q/« 
as  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the  service. 
Mr.  Walter,  he  said,  certainly  was  a  Hano- 
verian, who  had  been  37  years  in  Endand, 
the  greater  part  of  which  time  he  had  been 
a  faithful  servant  in  the  employment  of 
Mr.  Villiers,  and  maintained  an  unim- 
peachable character.  Had  he  (Mr.  Pole) 
conceived  the  employment,  which  required 
constant  attendance,  to  be  of  such  a  nature 
that  a  military  officer  could  look  upon  it  as 
acceptable,  he  certainly  should  have  recom- 
mended the  place  to  be  filledf  by  such  a 
gentleman ;  but  having  no  such  idea,  be 
recommended  the  present  store-keeper^ 
and  took  upon  himself  the  whole  responsi- 
bility for  whatever  ^as  blamable  in  the 
appointment. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  in  explanation,  said,  he 
had  thrown  no  blame  on  any  person  what- 
soever ;  all  he  had  said  was,  that  in  his 
opinion  the  military  were  the  prober  per- 
sons on  whom  such  appointments  should 
be  bestowed  ;  and  he  was  sure  he  could 
get  a  hundred  officers  who  would  be  hap- 
py to  accept  it.  He  also  thought  the 
Master  General  of  the  Ordnance  should 
have  looked  out  for  some  such,  upon  whom 
to  bestow  it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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[Sale  op  Offices  Prevention  Bill.] 
On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  further 
consideration  of  the  report  upon  the  Bill 
to  prevent  the  Sal<^  of  Offices  being 
read, 

Mr.  Ponsonby  observed,  that  there  was  a 
difference  between  the  manner  of  appoint- 
ing the  Masters  in  Chancery  in  Ireland 
and  in  this  country ;  such  appointments 
being  made  by  the  crown  in  the  one,  while 
they  were  made  by  the  hoyd  Chancellor 
in  the  other.  In  consequence  of  this  dif- 
ference, it  had  become  a  practice  for  such 
masters  as  were  about  to  retire  to  dispose 
of  their  places  for  money.  A  case  of  this 
nature  occurred  while  he  had  the  honour 
to  hold  the  seals,  and  being  applied  to  as 
usual,  to  sanction  the  sale,  he  hesitated, 
conceiving  it  rather  extraordinary  that  a 
place  for  the  administration  of  justice 
should  be  sold  for  money.  However, 
upon  being  informed  of  the  custom,  and 
that  the  person  seeking  to  dispose  of  the 
place  had  himself  bought  it,  he  gave  his 
consent,  on  condition  that  the  place  should 
not  again  be  sold  by  the  purchaser.  Yet 
as  the  circumstance  of  such  purchases  on 
tht  part  of  other  masters  created  a  case 
with  regard  to  Ireland,  to  which  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill  would  not-  in  equity 
apply,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  intro- 
ducing a  clause  upon  that  subject. 

The  Chancellorqf  the  Exchequer  expressed 
his  readiness  to  support  a  clause  to  meet 
the  case  referred  to,  and  recommended  the 
right  hon.  gent,  to  propose  it 

Mr.  Ponsonln/  intimated  his  intention  to 
do  so.  J 

The  Chancellor  (^ the  Exchequer  then  stat- 
ed, that  if  it  was  the  wish  of  any  member 
to  propose  further  amendments,  he  would 
propose  a  re-committal  of  the  Bill, 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  the  bill  in  its  pre- 
sent state  was  perfectly  nugatory.  He 
had  formerly  had  it  in  contemplation  to  in- 
troduceaclause  into  it,bucon  its  beingpoint- 
ed  out  to  him  that  the  clause  he  thought 
of  bringing  forward  would  countenance 
the  continuation  in  place  of  a  person  who 
had  procured  his  appointment  by  corrupt 
means,  in  consideration  of  his  having 
afterwards  given  infbrmation  against  others, 
he  had  not  submitted  it  to  the  Committee. 
He  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  hold  out  some  inducement  to  per- 
sons thus  sitoated  to  inform  against  others 
concerned  in  such  corrupt  practices  that 
some  of  the  ofienders  might  be  punished 
(A  cry  of  move,  move  !  from  the  Oppo- 
Mtionj^    The  noble  lord   concludod,  ex- 


pressing an  inclination  to  make  a  motion 
to  that  effect. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wished 
the  bill  to  be  made  as  effectual  as  possible. 
He  had  no  objection  to  give  the  noble  lord 
every  op])ortunity  to  improve  it  by  the  in- 
troduction of  a  new  clause,  and  he  would 
therefpre  move  that  it  should  be  recom- 
mitted. 

The  Bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  recom- 
mitted, and  the  house  resolved  itself  into 
a  Committee. 

Lord  Folkestone  then  moved  '*  That  for 
every  such  offence ,the  partyshould  be  liable 
to  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  500/.  wHicK 
sum  should  be  given  to  the  informer.  The 
convicted  offender  being  punished  by  fine 
and  imprisonment,  or  by  the  one  or  tht 
other,  as  the  judges  should  direct'* 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  at 
he  understood  the  noble  lord  intended  to 
bring  forward  another  clause,  he  wished 
to  hear  that ;  that  knowing  the  substance 
of  both,  he  might  be  able  more  correctly 
to  judge  of  the  measure  suggested. 

Lord  Folkestone,  in  reply,  stated  it  to  bt 
^mewhat  on  the  same  principle  as  the 
clause  which  he  had  formerly  been  in- 
duced to  suppress  ;  namely,  the  exonerat- 
ing from  punishment  those  who  informed 
for  having  participated  in  the '  offence. 
Though  he  would  have  the  party  disabled 
from  holding  a  situation  obtained  through 
such  improper  and  unconstitutional  in- 
fluence. ^ 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
think  the  Committee  could  go  to  the  length 
of  the  noble  lord's  proposal.  Were  there 
no  other  ways  of  gainkig  information  of 
such  practices,  it  might  be  expedient  to 
resort  to  the  mode  he  had  pointed  out. 
But  in  the  present  state  of  things,  he  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  hold  out  such  a 
temptation  to  false  evidence,  or  obtain 
true  information  by  such  means,  and 
under  such  circumstances;  possessing, 
as  they  did,  other  means  of  obtaining  in- 
formation, it  was  unnecessary.  The  temp- 
tation held  out  to  false  information,  by 
adopting  such  a  measure,  he  thought  ex- 
tremely dangerous,  as  the  artifices  of  an 
infamous  scoundrel  might  procure  hira 
500/.  in  some  instances  where  the  pro- 
vision that  the  informer  should  lose  his 
place,  could  do  him  no  injury,  which  sum 
his  benefactois  though  fav  less  culpable^ 
miffht  be  compelled  to  pay. 

Mr.  Tiemey  X\\6xxo\\t  the  objection  of  tht 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  not  a  very 
strong  one.     If  tb«  bttn«»Gtor  of  an  in* 
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£ameu8  scoundi*el  were  liable  thus  to  be 
punished,  what  argument  was  ii  against 
the  clause  ?  He  ought  to  have  had  no- 
thing to  do  in  such  an  affair. 

Lord'  FolketUme  observed,  the  Chancel- 
l6r  of  the  Exibbeqfier  had  said  it  was  un- 
necessary to  resort  to  such  an  expedient 
to  obtain  information,  as  sufficient  infor- 
mation could  be  derived  from  other  sources. 
Tius  he  denied  ;  without  the  evidence  of 
tome  one  concerned,  to  obtain  iafbrmation 
was  difficuli,  and  perhaps  in  some  in- 
•tuices  impossible.  He  never  thought 
the  bill  would  do  much  good,  but  from  the 
Ti«w  he  then  bad  of  it  in  its  present  state, 
he  thought  it  might  do  harm.  He  tbou^t 
with  the  right  hoa^  gfint.,^  that  it  was  but 
fair  if  t^  patron  of  an  iniamous  scoun- 
drel slKOokl  sufier  §q^  endeavouring  to  ad- 
vance such  a  character  to  a  place  of  emolu- 
ment or  trust. 

The  Ckancellar  of  tke  Exchcfutr  declared 
his  mind  was  opea  to  conviction*  The 
word»of  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  had  some 
effect  on  him,  and  if  they  co^ld  satisfy 
him  that  such  at  measure  would  be  likely 
to  benefit  the  country,  he  would  give  it 
his  supports  The  noble  lord  had  spoken 
flis  if  information  thus  gained  most  he 
tree;  but  that  he  thought  extremely 
doubtfuL  He  was  of  opinion,  punish- 
vient  would  frequently  fall  where  it  was 
least  deserved.  Men  might  have  exerted 
their  influence  with  others  to  obtain  a 
situation  for  scoundrels,  who  had  got 
round  themj  and  who  might  be  wholly  un- 
known to  the  person  who  gave  them  their 
situations.  Yet  against  that  person  might 
they  give  information,  though  no  party 
^  in  the  corruption.  He  might  have  given 
placf)s  to  various  persons  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  others,  on  whom  he  thought 
he  ooutd  rely,  since  he  had  been  in  office, 
and  a  man  thus  appointed,  might,  were 
such  a  clause  received,  accuse  him  of  cor- 
ruption. Information  might  be  given  of 
the  wrong,  and,  wrong  or  right,  the  in- 
former would  be  rewarded. 

Lord  U*  Peiiy  knew  of  no  information 
that  could  be  procured  from  accomplices, 
which  would  not  be  attended  with  such 
concomitant  evils.  He,  however,  thought 
the  informer  more  likely  to  accuse  the 
right  than  the  wrong,  for  this  plain  rea- 
•en  ;  it  was  more  easy  to  substantiate  the 
liict  in  the  former  case  than  in  the  latter. 
He  thought  with  the  noble  lord,  that  the 
bill  in  its  present  state  was  useless.  That 
which  it  proposed  to  make  a  misdemeanor 
.was  before  punishable  by  law,  but  no  pro- 


ceedings had  ever  been  instituted  against 
any  one.  Why?  Because  no  induce- 
ments were  held  out  to  call  forth  wit- 
neHses  to  substantiate  the  fact  and  furnish 
evidence. 

The  Attorney  General  opposed  the  clause, 
on  the  grounds  that  punishment  might  fall 
where  it  was  least  deserved.  A  and  B 
might  be  trafficing  for  a  place,  which 
B  mlght(  obtain  for  A,  through  the 
influence  of  C,  who  might  be  wholly 
ignorant  of  the  traffic  between  them.  B 
being  dead,  A  might  charge  C  with  cor- 
ruption, though  only  culpable  in  yielding 
to  the  solicitotions  of  B,  and  bestowing  an 
office  on  a  person  he  thought  deserving  of 
such  a  situation.  A  might,  in  fact,  be 
moie  likely  to  accuse  C  than  B,  however 
culpable  B  might  have  been  ;  as  A  and  B 
might  be  supposed  to  be  friends,  while  be- 
tween A  ana  C  no  connection  whatever 
might  have  existed. 

Afier  some  further  observations,  the 
house  came  to  a  division  upon  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  lord  Folkestone, 

Ayes 31 

Noes  -------------74 

Majority  against   the   Amend- 
ment ----------  -. — W 

[Irish  Distilleries  RfiGULATioN  Bill.] 
Mr.  Foster  moved  the  second  reading  o? 
the  Irish  Distillery  bill. 

Mr.  Bernard  rose  to  oppose  this  motion. 
He  said,  that  this  bill  went  merely  to 
amend  the  laws  as  they  now  existed,  and  • 
to  continue  a  principle  of  finance  which 
had  been  proved  to  be  ineffectual.  It  was 
under  these  laws,  and  the  principle  of  them^ 
of  collecting  the  duties  by  what  was  call- 
€|d  a  system  of  survey,  that  is,  by  measur- 
ing the  wash,  low  wines  and  spirits,  that 
all  the  illicit  distillation  had  flourished, 
and  still  cMitinued  to  flourish.  He  said, 
he  was  borne  out  by  the  Commissionei*s  of 
Inquiry  in  desiring  that  this  system  should 
be  departed  from,  as  they  had  recom- 
mended another  system,  called  the  licence 
system,  under  which  a  distiller  had  only 
to  take  out  a  licence,  and  pay  for  it  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  gallons  of  spi- 
rits which  it  was  presumed  he  could  makft 
in  a  year,  by  which  'means  the  revenue 
was  sure  of  being  very  considerable,  and 
the  distiller  was  left  at  liberty  to  work 
without  the  vexatious  interference  of  the 
excise  officers.  He  was  of  opinion,  thai 
unless  small  stills,  were  allowed  to  work» 
the  illicit  distillation  woukl  never  be  put 
down.  H^  referred  to  Mr.  Croker's  evi- 
dence to  prove,  that  a  small  still  would 
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pay  more  duty  comparatively  with  a 
iarge  one  ;  but  so  long  as  the  right  hon. 
gent,  persevered  in  his  system  of*  giving 
bounties  of  8/.  and  10/.  per  cent,  on  the 
duty  paid  by  distillers  using  large  stills,  it 
was*  impossible  that  a  small  still  could 
work  in  competition  with  them.  He  said 
this  system  of  encouraging^  large  stills  was 
very  injurious  to  the  landlord  and  to  the 
farmer ;  it  took  away  the  market  from 
the  interior  of  the  country,  for  grain,  which 
the  farmer  would  have  if  persons  were  ad- 
mitted to  work  small  stills  ;  and  as  to  the 
illicit  trade,  it  was  obvious,  that  if  a  large 
district  had  no  vent  for  its  grain,  and  no 
cheap  supply  of  spirits,  there  always  would 
be  illicit  distillers.  He  then  said,  that  the 
right  hon.  gent,  meant  by  this  bill  to  dou- 
ble the  fines  on  townlands;  this  was  a 
pretty  way  to  meet  the  complaints  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  against  these  fines.  He 
read  from  a  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Inquiry  a  statement  shewing;  that  in 
one  county  the  amount  of  fines  imposed 
in  one  year  was  80,000/.  but  that  only 
600/.  had  been  able  to  be  collected,  and 
that  the  expence  which  it  cost  the  public 
to  make  the  seizures  for  which  these  fines 
were  to  be  levied  was  50,000/.,  so  that  the 
"whole  benefit  of  the  system  was,  that  of 
the  excise  officers,  and  no  stoji  was  put  to 
illicit  distillation.  He,  therefore,  feeling' 
that  the  bill  did  not  go  to  attain  the  ob- 
ject which  it  professed  to  do,  and  which 
was  desired  by  all  the  Irish  members, 
namely,  to  admit  small  stills  to  work,  would 
move,  that  it  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  three  months. 

Mr.  J,  Stnuart  said,  that  though  he 
agreed  for  the  most  part  with  what  had 
fallen  from  the  last  speaker,  he  thought  it 
i)etter  to  let  the  bill  go  to  a  Committee. 

Sir  George  Hill  was  surprized  at  the  mo- 
tion of  his  hon.  friend  for  putting  off  the 
second  reading  of  this  bill.  Having  been 
privy  to  many  conversations  between  the 
distillers  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer for  Ireland,  he  bore  testimony  to  the 
attention  with  which  every  suggestion 
from  them  was  received,  and  was  sure 
that  the  fullest  consideration  would  be 
given  to  any  amendments  which  bonour- 
•able  gentlemen  might  l)e  disposed  to  pro- 
pose in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Pamell  said  he  rose  to  support  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  member  who 
spoke  last  but  one.  He  thought  with  him, 
that  this  bill  ought  to  be  opposed  on  its 
principle,  which  was  to  continue  a- system 
of  collecting  the  duties  on  spirits,  which 
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had  been  proved  to  have  failed  by  the  Re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry,  and 
which,  though  amended  session  after  ses- 
sion, was  still  inetFectual,  because  it  was 
notorious  to  every  one  who  knew  any 
thing  of  Ireland,  that  illicit  distillation 
was  at  this  moment'carried  on  there  to  a 
great  extent.  The  Commissioners  proved 
that  in  one  year  the  loss  of  revenue  was 
near  two  millions,  and  this  loss  can  be  at- 
tributed to  ho  other  cause  than  a  great  de- 
fect In  the  system  pursued  in  attempting  to 
collect  it.  T^iey  had  not  only,  however, 
proved  the  extent  of  the  evil,  but  they  aho 
proposed  a  remedy ;  this  was  to  adopt  the 
system  of  Scotland,  and  permitting  dis- 
tillers to  work  very  small  stills  under  a 
licence,  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  which 
WHS  calculated  on  the  number  of  gallons 
which  his  still  could  work  in  a  year. 
He  said  that  this  mode  appeared  to  him  to 
be  the  only  one  that  could  efll'ectually  put 
down  the  illicit  distillation,  because  it  was 
absurd  to  imagine  that  the  exertions  of  the 
revenue  officers  could  ever  be  adequate  to 
counteract  all  the  plans  which  illicit  dis- 
tillers have  it  in  their  power  to  ailopt ; 
the  only  way  to  proceed  was  to  encourage 
persons  to  set  up  legal  stills  over  the 
whole  country,  by  suffering  them  to  work 
with  small  capital,  and  without  the  vexa- 
tious oppression  of  the  laws  as  they  now 
stand  in  respect  to  regulations,  and  powers 
given  to  the  revenue  officers.  For  so 
soon  as  legal  distillers  were  so  established, 
they  would  be  so  interested  in  preventing 
illicit  trade,  that  they  alone,  without  the 
aid  of  the  revenue  officers,  would  soon  clear 
the  country  of  it.  The  policy  of  this 
method  of  proceeding  had  been  fully  esta- 
blished in  Scotland.  Before  1786,  the 
system  of  collecting  the  duties  on  spirits 
was  exactly  the  same  as  it  now  is  in  Ire- 
land ;  the  whole  country  was  supplied  by 
illicit  distillation.  In  that  year  the  licence 
system  was  adopted,  and  it  is  proved  in 
the  evidence  given  before  a  committee  of 
the  house,  that  in  the  first  year  I  S,000/. 
was  collected,  whereas  18*.  had  never 
before  l)een  collected ;  that  the  legal  dis* 
tillers  detected  and  punished  the  illegal 
distillers,  and  that  the  increa.sed  demand 
for  gram  soon  contributed  to  the  eeneral 
improvement  of  the  agriculture  of  Scot- 
land, and  changed  altogether  the  face  of 
the  country.  Under  the  circumstances  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  having  re- 
commended a  specific  remedy  to  be  adopt- 
ed, it  appeared  to  him  very  extraordinary 
that  the  right  hon.  gent,  should  propose  a 
2P 
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measure  to  the  house  in  direct  contradic- 
tion to  their,  recommendation,*^  without 
shewing  that  it  did  not  deserve  to  be  at- 
tended to.  For  his  part  he  thought  that 
when  parliament  had  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  enquire  into  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  of  Ireland,  to  whom  they  had 
paid  an  immense  sum  of  money  as  a  re- 
ward for  their  trouble,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  either  to  adopt  their 
advice,  or  shew  why  it  ought  not  to  be 
adopted  ;  for  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  the 
public  to  pay  these  Commissioners  so 
largely,  if  by  no  possible  n>eans  the  in- 
formation and  advice  which  they  afford- 
ed the  public  was  to  be  tvholly  neglect- 
ed. The  hon.  member  then  said  that  he 
knew  very  well  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
was  ready  to  say  that  his  bill  went  to  ad- 
mit small  stills  of  50  gallons  content  to 
1%  ork.  So  it  did  \  but  what  purpose  would 
it  avail  to  have  such  a  power  given  in 
one  clause,  if  in  the  next  such  regula- 
tions were  laid  down  that  would  break  any 
.man  who  attempted  to  work  a  small  still. 
It  was  absurd  to  hold  out  such  a  conces- 
sion, for  no  man  in  his  senses  could  ibr  a 
moment  conceive  it  possible  for  a  small 
Mill  to  work,  so  long  as  the  bounty  of  16 
per  cent,  was  given  to  a  person  working  a 
1,500  gallon  still ;  who,  even  without  the 
l>Qunty,  would,  in  consequence  of  his  large 
capital,  and  the  large  scale  of  his  work, 
have  great  advantages  over  the  person 
working  a  small  still.  He  said  that  it  was 
of  vast  importance  to  the  Irish  members, 
and  the  people  of  Ireland,  that  the  decision 
of  the  house  should  be  a  correct  one  •;  be- 
.causf,  if  the«ysten;i  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
was  to  be  persevered  in,  the  same  defi- 
ciency of  revenue  was  still  to  be  calcu- 
lated upon;  and  as  this  had  been  com- 
puted at  two  millions,  it  stood  to  reason 
that  new  taxes  would  be  imposed  to  pro- 
vide for  this  deficiency,  whereas  if  a 
•system  was  adopted,  by  which  the  whole 
<luty  on  spirits  made  in  Ireland  could  he 
^  collected,  no  necessity  would  existfor  any 
new  taxes,  so  far  as  a  sum  to  this  amount 
was  in  question.  He  also  said,  that  the 
licence  system  proposed  was  attended  with 
this  peculiar  advantage,  that  but  few  ex- 
cise officers  would  be  wanting  to  assist  in 
collecting  the  duties ;  and  this  was  a  cir- 
cumstance which  rendered  it  peculiarly 
•applicable  to  Ireland,  because  the  only 
justification  which  the  ri^ht  hon.  gent, 
could  advance  when  a  charge  was  lately 
onade  by  a  right  hon.  baronet  near  him 
against  an  ofilceo  was^  that  every  other 


officer  of  the  excise  had  been  equally  cul- 
pable.— He  said  he  thought  4hat  the  hon. 
member  who  spoke  immediately  preceding 
him,  had  taken  a  wrong  view  of  the  sub-, 
ject,  when  he  said  that  he  conceived  this 
bill  might  be  considered  in  the  committee 
so  as  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Irish  niem- 
bers ;  in  his  opinion,  if  it  even  got  into  a 
conunittee,  no  such  amendment  could  b# 
made  to  it,  because  \\\e  alteration  whick 
was  desired,  went  to  a  repeal  of  all  th« 
laws  by  which  the  duty  oo  spirits  was  now 
charged,  and  the  enactment  of  a  new  law, 
founded  upon  anew  principle. — He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  this  opportunity  would  not 
be  thrown  away  of  getting  rid  oi'  a  bill, 
which  could  never  provide  an  efifectual 
remedy  for  the  evil  complained  of. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  it  was  admitted  that 
the  laws  on  this  subject  wanted  amend- 
ment :  he  knew  that  they  did,  and  it  was 
an  object  that  the  bill  should  go  to  a  com- 
mittee to  find  out  the  best  mode.  Tliere 
was  not  one  clause  in  the  bill  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  the  committee;  there  was 
a  clause  expressly  for  the  encouragement 
of  small  stills,  and  if  any  gentleman  wish- 
ed to  read  the  clause,  he  would  read  it  to 
him  [a  laugh].  The  right  hon.  gent,  then 
read  the  clause,  and  argued  that  it  was 
one  of  the  leading  principles  of  the  bill  to 
license  small  stills.  His  object  £or  intro- 
ducing it  was,  that  it  W0UI5I  afford  a 
market  throughout  the  country  for  sipaH 
farmers  to  sell  their  corn.  Whether  the 
duties  were  raised  by  survey  or  licence, 
he  was  sure  they  could  never  be  collected 
without  the  co-operation  of  gentlemen  and 
farmers,  but  he  would  make  great  sacri- 
fices to  public  opinion,  to  forward  the  ob- 
ject in  view.  He  concluded  with  recom** 
mending  to  the  house  to  go  mko  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  bill  onThursday  ne^a. 

Sir  J,  Newport  said,  he  would  allow  the 
bill  to  go  to  a  committee  if  it  were  likely 
to  answer  the  object.  The  oiiicers  under 
the  survey  system  had  been  guilty  ^ 
great  fraud,  aiKl  he  had  complained  of  one 
whb  was  subsequently  promoted ;  the  pre- 
sent bill  went  to  the  indemnification  of  all 
officers  who  had  been  guilty  o^'  collusite 
seizures,  and  he  could  not  think  the  biU  * 
likely  to  go  to  a  committee  ;  it  was  in- 
capable of  emendation,  and  he  wi;>hed  k 
to  be  rejected  altogether. 

Col.  Barr^  said  be  had  heard  no  objec- 
tion but  what  could  be  answered  in  tl^ 
Committee,  and  would  therefore  vote  fyf 
its  committal. 

Mr.  Jrcne/i  would  wish  the  biU  'to  go 
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forward  if  it  were  lilDely  to  have  any  good 
efiMty  but  the  principle  of  the  bitl  wat 
bad,  it  went  to  punish  the  innocent  for  the 
gtiilty.  If  a  still  were  found  in  a  parish, 
the  landlords  and  the  inhabitants  were  to 
pay  the  ftne  ;  it  went  lo  cover  the  acts 
of  the  oilkers,  to  afford  those  indemnity 
who,  it  was  knowi^  had  received  three 
fines  upon  one  still :  first  they  got  a  fine 
of  50L  then  returned  it,  aud  again  re- 
ceived 50/.  ;  and  thus  till  they  obtained 
150^  A  Bill  which  could  encourage  such 
practices,  such  an  odious  Bill — ought  to 
be  scouted  out  of  the  house. 

Mr.  JOeimis  Brovme  said,  where  private 
distillerieswere  put  down^  loyalty  increas- 
ed, and  he  knew  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
gentry  to  do  so.  If  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  gave  up  his  penal  claui^,  it 
would  give  life  to  illicit  distillery  and 
didoyahy. 

Mr.  Hvskismm  thought  the  bill  should 
be  allowed  to  go  to  a  Comntittee,  in  which 
the  fines  and  the  drawback  allowed  to 
lai'ge  distilleries  might  be  so  regulated 
as  to  prevent  tlieir  being  injurious  to  the 
smaiter  ones. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  glad  to  hear  the 
hon.  gent,  argue  as  he  did,  but  thought, 
if  he  acteii*  on  his  theory,  he  Would  \Mie 
against  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
From  the  sentiment  of  that  right  hon. 
gent.,  others  must  have  a  higher  opinion 
of  his  con^lacency  than  he  had,  to  think 
he  would  give  way  in  the  committee  to 
change  the  Rubstance  of  the  bill. 

Col.  Barry  said,  his  object  inwi?<hing 
the  bill  to  goto  a  committee  was,  that  its 
severities  might  be  softened. 

Mr.  Barnard  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment, and  the  bill  was  then  read  a  second 
time. 

[Martink^ub  TttADE  BiLL.T  On  the 
question  that  the  Martinique  Trade  Bill 
should  be  read  a  second  time ; 

Mr.  Marrku  said,  he  was  surprised  that 
the  measure  should  be  brought  forward 
without  any  attempt  to  prove  its  expe- 
diency. It  w^s  not  beneficial  to  the 
British  West  .India  islands,  but  it  would 
be  a  serious  injury  to  the  sugar  refiners 
of  this  country,  by  bringing  the  sugar 
of  Martinique  in  competition  with  theirs 
in  the  foreign  market.  Another  class 
to  whom  it  would  be  injurious  was  the 
inhabitants  of  Martinique  themselves, 
who  had  agreed  not  to  obstruct  the  army, 
in  consequence  of  a  proclamation  which 
declared  that  they  should  be  restored 
ta  the  tame  government  they  bad  before  ; 


such  war  the  condition  held  o«t,  and  they 
were  now  about  to  legislate  in  violation  of  it. 

Mr.  Ro9c  said,  that  he  could  not  help 
thinking  the  gentlemen  who  belonged  to 
the  British  plantations  good  judges  of 
their  own  interests.  With  respect  to  the 
Sugar  Refiners,  he  admitted  they  would 
incur  some. disadvantages  fVom  the  bill. 
As  to  the  promise  held  out  in  the  procla- 
mation, it  could  not  mean  that  they 
should  be  restored  to  their  former  govern- 
ment and  fetate,  but  signified  a  general 
expression  of  kindness  which  was  not 
violated  by  the  bill  before  the  house. 
By  it  they  were  placed  in  a  situation  lit- 
tle inferior  to  the  British  planter  ;  aiul  by 
the  1 3th  article  of  the  capitulation,  pro- 
vision was  made  to  keep  that  measure 
open  to  the  adoption  of  the  legislature. 
Where  then,  he  asked,  was  tlfe  breach 
of  faith  P  It  had  been  said  that  a  remon- 
strance was  coming  over;  it  might  b« 
th&  case,  but  he  could  not  believe  that 
it  would  be  signed  by  the  officers  who 
commanded  until  he  saw  it. 
^  Mr.  Jacob  contended  that  they  were  to 
construe  the  capitulation,  not  according  to 
the  intention  of  the  officers,  but  to  the  sense 
in  which  it  was  taken  by  the  people  who 
were  the  subjects  of  it. 

Lord  Casiiereagk  said,  that  the  pul>]ic 
faith  of  the  country  was  not  pledged  to  the 
proposition  stated  by  the  hon.  gent  The 
officers  could  not  use  a  language  capable 
of  such  an  interpretation.  They  had  gonC' 
out  unshackled,  and  there  was  no  stipula^ 
tion  or  understanding  between  them  and 
the  inhabitants  of  Martinique  previous  to 
the  proclamation.  Upon  that  ground, 
therefore,  the  question  was  to  be  argued  ; 
he  lamented  that  the  principle  of  that  mea- 
sure was  not  taken  up  at  an  earlier  period, 
as  much  benefit  would  result  from  it. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  motion  had  his  ap- 
probation. ' 

Mr.  A.  Baring  said,  as  a  mere  question 
of  policy  it  was  necessary  to  cultivate  the 
militia  of  the  island  ;  for  when  we  were 
last  in.  possession  of  it,  they  repulsed  sev^ 
ral  attacks  made  by  the  enemy  from  Gua* 
daloupe,  and  as  the  bill  did  not  go  to  give 
that  encouragement,  he  would  give  his  de-^ 
cided  opposition  to  ity  as  he  conceived 
Martinique  was  entitled  to  the  same  fa- 
vour bestowed  on  other  conquered  islands.  ' 

Mr.  Hibbert  said  a  few  words  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill. 

The  gallery  was  cleared,  but  the  house- 
did  not  divide.  The  question  was«carried> 
and  the  bill  was  read  a  secondr  timet 
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UOUSB   OF    LORDS. 


Tuesday,  May  16, 


[Writ  of  Error  in  the  Case  of  Hart 
AND  White.]  John  Harriott  Hart,  Printer, 
and  Henry  White,  sole  Proprietor  of  a 
Sunday  Newspaper,  called  the  "  Inde- 
pendent Whig,*'  Plainthfe  in  Error,  ??.  the 
King,  Defendant  in  Error. — Pursuant  to 
the  Order  of  the  day,  the  Counsel  in  this 
cause,  Mr.  Clifford,  on  the  part  of  the 
PlaintiOs,  and  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  So- 
licitor-General, on  the  part  of  the  Crown, 
appeared  at  the  Bar  about  three  o'clock, 
when, 

Mr.  Clifford  addressed  their  lordships  as 
follows  :  "  My  lords,  in  this  case,  I  have 
the  honour  to  appear  before  you  on  the 
part  of  the  Plaintiffs  in  Error.  The  question 
now  under  your  lordships'  consideration 
is  of  so. much  importance  as  necessarily  to 
command  attention.  I  should,  thereK)re, 
bold  it  a  waste  of  your  lordships'  time,  if 
I  made  any  prefatory  remarks  upon  it. 
My  lords,  this  is  a  Writ  of  Error  against  a 
Judgment  given  in  his  majesty's  court  of 
King's  Bench,  in  a  case  originating  in  an 
information  filed  by  the  Attorney  Ueneral 
•gainst  the  Plaintiflis  in  Error,  John  Har- 
rioil  Hart,  and  Henry  White.  The  venue 
'i&f  t*ie  information  was  laid  in  the  city  of 
London,  where  the  Trial  also  took  place. 
The  Plaintiffs  were  afterwards  brought  to 
the  Bar  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench, 
where  Judgment  was  passed  upon  them, 
the  one  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  county 
gnol  of  Dorset,  and  the  other  in  the  county 
gaol  of  Gloucester,  for  I  b  calendar  months, 
after  the  expiration  of  which,  each  party 
to  be  farther  imprisoned  for  the  like  term ; 
and,  at  the  end  of  this  imprisonment,  each 
o^  tho  Plaintiffs  in  Error  to  give  security 
fb.r.  their  good  behaviour  for  five  years, 
UwfJ^selves  in  the  sum  of  500/.,  and  two 
furcties  in  the  sum  of  230/.  each. — Upon 
tjj|si' Judgment,  my  lords,  this  Writ  of 
Sjl^.is  brought  before  you,  and  I  hope 
sqldsfactorily  to  convince  your  lordships, 
Xhat  this  was  an  erroneous  Judgment,  and 
therefore  ought,  in  justice,  to  be  reversed 
and  annulled  by  this  high  and  honourable 
court.  This  Judgment,  my  lords,  admits 
of  two  great  and  leading  grounds  of  ob- 
jection :  the  first,  as  the  gaols  of  Dorches- 
ter and  of  Gloucester  in  which  the 
Plaintiffs  are  imprisoned  under  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  court,  being  neither  of  them 
the  immediate  prisons  of  the  court,  or  the 
gaols  of  the  counties  where  the  offences 
wara  coismitted,  nor  tha  court  of  King's 
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Bench  being,  at  the  time  of  passmg  aen- 
tence,  sitting  in  either  of  these  counties ; 
and  secondly,  to  which  another  part  of 
my  arguments  shall  apply,  as  to  tfie  secu- 
rity required  from  the  PlaintiflS,  which  I 
contend  is  illegal  and  excessive,  and, 
therefore,  should  not  be  required  of  tl>e 
Plaintiffs.  Upon  thiir  assignment  of  Errors, 
the  Attorney-General,  on*  behalf  of  the 
crown,  pleaded  generally,  that  neither  in 
the  record  and  proceedings,  nor  in  the 
Judgment,  was  there  any  Error.  The 
question  now  for  your  lordships*  conside- 
ration is,  whether  on  these  two  points,  or 
either  of  them,  the  doctrine  asserted  and 
upheld  by  the  Attorney-General,  or  the 
views  of  the  case  which  I  shall  have  tha 
honour  to  submit  to  your  lordships,  is  the 
best  founded  in  the  law  and  constitutioa 
of  the  country  ?  There  are  some  pointa 
connected  with  a  general  view  of  this  case, 
which  I  may  not  think  right  to  urge  in 
the  first  instance  ;  but  with  which,  I  may, 
according  to  what  shall  fall  from  the  coun- 
sel for  the  crown,  touch  upon,  at  the  op- 
portunity furnished  me  by  your  lordships' 
rules,  in  replying.  In  discussing  this  case, 
no  want  of  candour  in  viewing  it,  shall  be 
fairly  attributed  to  me.  I  admit,  then, 
that' all  the  fi;aols  in  the  kingdom  are  his 
majesty's ;  that  the  court^of.King's  Bench 
is  supreme  in  criminal  jurisdiction  through- 
out England  ;  that  it  may  commit  of- 
fenders to  any  prison  it  thinks  proper,  in 
case  the  covrt,  at  the  time  of  passing  such 
sentence,  should  sit  in  the  county  to  which 
such  prison  belongs.  I  admit  every  one 
of  these  points.  My  lords,  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  Attorney- General  in  re- 
ference to  this  part  of  the  case,  is  a  very 
general  principle  ;  to  the  length  1  have 
stated,  I  fully  go  with  him,  but  by  no 
means  to  the  extent.  The  courts  of  jus- 
tice, and  prisons,  are  held  by  the  law  and 
constitution  of  tlie  realm,  to  be  the  king's, 
fof  special  and  particular  purposes.  I 
flatter  myself,  I  shall  be  able  to  convince 
your  lordships,  that  the  legal  purposes 
for  which  the  ffaols  were  allotted  for  con- 
finement of  offenders,  was  for  the  impri- 
sonment of  those  ^  ho  were  guilty  of  of- 
fences in  the  bo3y  of  the  counties  rn  which 
such  gaols  were  situated.  In  advancing 
this,  I  do  not  mean  to  contend,  that  it 
would  be  illegal  to  have  sent  the  Painti£i 
to  any  gaol  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
for  there  the  sentence  lyas  passed  ;  nor  to 
any  gaol  in  the  city  of  London,  because 
there  the  offence  was  committed.  I  re- 
quest your  lordships  lo  bear  in  naiad  the 
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dtstinctions  which  I  admit,  thai  the  court 
may  send  persons  either  to  gaols  ia^^the 
counties  where  the  offences  had  been 
committed,  or  in  those  where  the  court 
sat  at  the  time  of  passing  sentence.  In 
former  times,  when  the  power  of  impri- 
soning indiriduals  was  exercised  by  other 
persons  as  well  as  those  constituting  his 
majesty's  courts,  these  persons,  with  a 
view  to  the  extortion  of  money,  ta^tead  of 
tending  the  objects  of  their  power  to  the 
county-gaols,  used  to  send  them  to  their 
own  castles.  These  were  chiefly  justices 
of  the  peace,  and  by  an  act  of  the  5th  of 
Henry  4,  chap.  10,  that  power  was  taken 
away,  and  it  was  enacted  that  individuals 
should  be  imprisoned  no  where  but  in  the 
gaols.  Now,  my  lords,  I  know  full  well 
that  taking  away  the  jurisdiction  from 
justices  of  the  peace  was  not  to  take  it 
away  from  the  court  of  King's  Bench  ; 
but  it  is  rather  too  much  to  contend,  that, 
if  justices  of  the  peace  had  usurped  this 
species  of  jurisdiction,  that,  on  their  being 
deprived  of  this  usurped  jurisdiction,  it 
was  necessarily  transferred  to  the  court  of 
King's  Bench." — The  learned  counsel 
then  referred  to ,  a  case  occurring  in  the 
11th  of  Edward  4.  Haviog  stated  the 
circumstances,  he  obserred,  "  If  at  that 
time  it  was  held  the  undoubted  right  of 
the  court  of  King's  Bench  to  commit  to 
any  gaol  it  thought  proper,  because  all 
were  his  majesty  s  prisons,  there  would 
hardly  have  existed  any  thought  of  an  in- 
vestigatjon  what  particular  prisons  those 
persons  should  be  sent  to  !  What  I  am  now 
aboui  to  state  is  extremely  strong;  it  re- 
spects the  consideration  whether  the  sheriffs 
of  England  be  officers  of  that  court."  In 
illustration  of  this,  he  referred  to  a  case 
occurring  in  the  21st  of  Edward  4,  the 
appeal  against  Winkfield,  as  reported  by 
Brooke,  in  which  it  was  held  that  the 
sheriff  of  Middlesex  was  not  the  imme- 
diate officer  of  the  court,  except  for  things 
done  in  that  county.  '*  This  latitude  of 
discretion  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
was  doubted  ;  but  it  appears  that  it  could 
not  legally  exercise  such  a  power,  because 
the  sheriff  is  not  the  officer  of  the  court, 
except  for  things  done  in  his  county. — If 
this  be  so,  in  what  possible  wa}^  can  the 
sheriffs  of  Dorset  or  Gloucester  be  held  as 
officers  of  the  court,  or  have  persons'  com- 
mitted in  the  way  before  us,  legally  trans- 
mitted to  their  charge  ?  This  (]uotation 
from  Brooke  is  given  not  only  as  he  found 
it  to  be  decided,  but  with  his  observations 
and  additional   remarks.     Having  staUd 


these  cases  from  rather  remote  periods  of 
our  history,  1  come  to  one  of  compara* 
tively  modem  date,  and  which  bears  ma- 
terially upon  the  subject.  In  the  34th  of 
Elisabeth,  complaints  had  been  made  that 
the  Star-Chamber  and  privy-couocil  had 
acted  in  a  most  arbitrary  manner,  espe«. 
cially  with  respect  to  the  imprisonment  of 
individuals,  some  of  whom  were  tent  to 
distant  gaols.  Writs  of  Habeas-Corpo* 
were  issued  in  consequence,  and  the  per* 
sons  were  liberated.  Disputes  arising  be* 
tween  the  courts  and  the  Star-Chamber,  a 
reference  was  made  to  the  twelve  judges, 
who  delivered  their  opinions  in  writing, 
upon  the  points  referred  to  them,  in  which 
statements  it  was  observed  that  some  of 
the  persons  so  delivered  had  been  c<mi* 
mitted  to  prisons  in  secret  places  !  It  was 
acknowledged  by  those  judges,  that  indi- 
viduals were  confined  in  secret  prisons, 
and  not  in  ordinary  places.  Every  prison 
at  a  distance  may  be  regarded  as  a  secret 
prison,  at  least  from  the.  families  of  the 
unhappy  persons  so  immured,  and  this 
emphatically  is  the  case  6f  the  plaintiffs 
confined  in  the  gaols  of  Dorchester  and 
Gloucester!"  Having  described  the  fnnc* 
tions  and  powers  of  the  court  of  Star- 
Chamber  as  regulated  by  the  act  of  Henry 
the  7th,  the  learned  counsel  proceeded. 
"  But  in  what  way,  my  lords,  was  this 
court  authorized  to  punish  ?  Not  accord- 
ing to  any  new  fangled  discretion  of  its 
own — it  was  restricted  to  the  pronouncing 
of  such  judgmentj«  as  were  warranted  by 
the  common  law  of  the  realm.  Afterward, 
when  the  abolition  of  this  tribunal  took 
place,  '  all  that  was  good  and  salutary  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the.  court  of  Star- 
Chamber,'  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Justice 
Blackstone,  '  reverted  to  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,'  but  no  farther  was  it 
vested  with  those  powers  of  imprison- 
ment, so  stigmatized  in  the  court  of  Star- 
Chamber.  1  shall  now  proceed  to  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  First,  which  furnishes 
us  with  some  memorable  cases^  upon  which' 
1  shall  beg  leave  to  trouble  your  lord- 
ships ;  I  mean  those  of  Mr.  Prj'nne,  Mr. 
Burton,  and  Dr.  Bastwick.  The  sentence 
which  was  passed  upon  them  by  the  court 
of  Star-Chamber,  took  place  in  the  year 
1637— they  were  doomed  to  sund  in  the 
pillory,  sentenced  to  a  considerable  fine, 
and  to  be  committed  to  close  custody  to 
the  gaols  of  Launceston,  Lancaster,  and 
Caernarvon ;  they  were  sentenced  to  stand 
in  the  pillory  in  Palace-yard,  Westminster, 
to  a  fine  of  5,000/.  and  to  incarceration  in 
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tbose  reoiote  prUens  I  here  mftBttoned.'** 
The  CMC  is  so  iar  precisely  parallel  with 
that  for  which  I  have  th^  honour  to  stand 
before  year  lord&bips.  My  lords,  1  can 
eAlertaitt  little  hope  that  any  thing  stated 
by  a  person  while  undergoing  such  a  sen- 
teBce>  can  have  much  weigbt  with  tlie  de- 
liberate wisdom  of  your  lordshrps ;  bat 
the  sentiments  ttltered  by  Dr.  Bastwick, 
uader  the  circumstances,  deserve  s<»ne 
cofiakkvatio&  in  order  ito  exche  sympa- 
thy and  cotnpaaeion,  he  addressed  the  p^- 
p«ilace>  and  particularly  dwelt  oa  the 
loeascire  of  sending  the  sofierers  to  remotte 
p>acea  of  coii&iiem<;nt  ae  new,  unjust,  ille- 
gal, and  oppressive.  It  is  not  likely  that 
a  nan  in  such  circumafeances  should  hare 
sa  openly  asserted  a  direct  falselMod, 
wfaieh  must  have  been  apparent  at  the 
tkne,  and  have  rather  hurt  tlian  benefited 
hia  caase;  but  what  he  advanced  was 
never'contradicted,  and  the  practice  com- 
plained of  was  conceived  by  the  people, 
al  the  time^  as  a  novelty,  and  contrary  to 
law.  Pefeitious  were  afterwards  presented 
to  the  hoase  of  canamonS,  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Pryanc,  Mr.  Burton,  and  Dr.  Bastwick. 
The  petition  of  Mr.  Prynne,  particularly 
cottplaiaed  o£  the  hardships  inflicted  upon 
him  and  his  fv.l}ow-sufferers,  ami  in  the 
prayer  of  his  petitiaii  he  requested  that 
the  hoasa  may  take  their  grievances  into 
its  BMSt  serious  consideration,  in  order  that 
tach  novel  practices  may  not  become  pre- 
cedenu  to  the  prejudices  of  others.  We 
all  know,  roy  lords,  that  Mr.  Prynne  was 
one  of  the  best  lawyers  that  ever  appeared 
in  Westminster- Hall,  and  that  such  a  per- 
aon  was  not  likely  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
laws  of  his  country,  or  so  foolish  a«»to  state, 
on  such,  an  occasion,  to  parliament,  that 
the  panishment  they  had  undergone,  by 
being  sent  to  a  place  of  confinement  out  of 
the  county  in  v^hich  they  were  sentenced, 
was  illegal  and  a  grievance.  As  soon  as 
thooe  p«?titionfl  were  read,  my  lords,  they 
were  rc&rred  to  a  committee  to  consider 
and  to  report  upon  the  several  abuses 
therein  stated,  as  committed  by  the  court 
of  Star-Chamber,  or  any  oflker  under  its 
authority.  From  these  proceedings  we 
may  fairly  infer  that  the  conduct  com- 
plained of  was  an  abuse  of  the  authority 
of  the  court,  and  contrary  to  law.  It  was 
aflerwards  res«)lved  that  such  practices 
were  against  the  law,  injurioua  to  the  li- 
berty of  the  subject,  and  ought  to  be  pre- 
vented.    A    distinct  resolution    declared 
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that  the  sentence  of  the  pivy  eooncii  Ibv 
sending  individaals  to  dislant  prisons  for 
conftiiement,  was  illegal.  Mr.  Prynna 
was  ardered  to  be  restored  to  his  degree 
in  the  Unirefsity  of  Oxford,  and  to  hta 
chambers  among  the  Society  of  Lincoki'a 
Inn.  It  was  ordered  by  the  house  af 
commons,  in  March  1640,  that  a  cam^ 
mtttee  should  be  appointed  to  consider  o£ 
the  Court  of  Star-Chamber,  and  to  prepare 
a  bill  concerning  the  same,  hi  May  1641, 
a  bill  was  passed  in  (he  commons  ftbr  tak- 
ing away  the  power  of  the  Star-Chamber. 
This  act  was  now  oe  the  statute-book  a» 
the  16th  Charles  1,  chap.  10.  The  bill 
underwent  much  consideration  in  the  lordsy 
as  appear^  by  their  lordships'  journals, 
and  aifler  seme  difficulty  it  was  passed » 
The  illegal  practices  of  the  court,  and  ehe 
grievances  occasioned  by  them,  ^'ere  cUdy 
noticed,  particularly  in  the  preamble  of* 
the  act,  which  prescribed  that  fi*om  and 
af)er  the  1st  oA' August  1641,  the  court  of 
Star-Chamber  should  be  aotually  dissolved 
and  abolished,  k  appeared .  that  at  first 
there  was  no  intention  to  abolish  the  Star- 
Chamber,  and  the  idea  was  not  enter* 
tained  until  after  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. Now,  my  lords,  what  was  the 
report  of  that  comtnittee  ?  I  should  first 
observe,  that  the  conamittee  itself  origi- 
nated in  the  petitions  I  have  adverted  to, 
which  particularly  dwelt  on  the  illegality 
and  grievance  of  the  imprisonment  in  dis- 
tant gaols.  The  committee  only  reported 
upon  the  abuses  complained  of  in  these 
petitions.  Upon  hearing  these,  the  house 
of^  commons  directed  its  committee  to 
prepare  the  bill,  and  to  consider  at  the 
same  time  of  the  enormous  sentences  pro- 
nounced by  the  Star-Chamber.  The  con- 
cluding clause  of  this  memorable  bill 
enacts,  that  no  court  in  future  shail  have 
the  like  jurisdiction  as  that  court  wm$ 
vested  with  or  had  used  to  exercise.  It 
appears,  my  lords,  from  the  time  of  pre- 
senting the  petitions  I  ha^e  mentioned 
until  the  bill  received  the  royal  assent, 
that  the  only  abuses  which  led  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  Star-Chamber,  were  the 
abuses  complained  of  in  those  petitions, 
the  prominent  point  in  which  was  the  ille- 
gality and  grievance  of  imprisonment  in 
distant  gaols  ^  and  I  can  confidently  ad- 
vance that  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  does 
not,  legally,  |>ossess  a  shadow  of  thia 
power,  unless  his  majesty's  attorney-ge- 
neral produces  some  modern  statute  which 
invests  them  with  that  power.  Nothing 
short  of  such  an  authority  can,  legally. 
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confer  the  power  of  inflscting  sucii  a  pu- 
oishaieDt,  aad  I  must  decidedly  protest 
•gainst  tlie  idea  that  any  precedient  of 
inodern  date  can  vest  Mch  an  authority 
ID  the  court  of  King's  Bench  ;  and  I  do 
kmnbly^  but  confidently^  contend^  my 
lords,  that  the  court  in  question  possesses 
DO  such  kgal  power,  unless  ike  atiomey- 

Stneral  can  shew  a  statute  which  gives 
em  that  in vesti t«ire.  In  the  year  1  (542,  my 
lords,  it  is  to  be  found,  at  the  time  that  dit- 
putes  had  arisen  between  the  king  and  the 
parliaoaefit,  that  the  latter  being  at  a  loss 
£»r  money,  when  it  had  passed  an  ordinance 
Un  the  raising  a  large  body  of  the  troops  for 
its  aenrice,  and  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them  to  do  so,  an  ordinance  was  passed  for 
the  payment  to  the  state  of  a  twentieth 
part  of  the  property  of  individuals,  and 
towards  the  enfoi*cing  of  which  the  process 
of  distress  was  authorized.  It  was  farther 
ordained  by  the  parliament,  with  respect 
to  the  raising  of  this  money,  that  de- 
faulters, or  persons  refrising  to  answer, 
were  to  be  brought  before  the  house  of 
commons,  which' should  have  the  power  of 
imprisoning,  in  such  case,  at  its  discretion, 
those  persons,  in  such  places  in  the  king- 
dom as  it  should  think  fit,  and  to  direct, 
that  the  families  of  such  persons  should 
have  no  longer  any  intercourse  with  them  ! 
From  this  proceeding,  we  may  clearly  in- 
fer that  no  such  power  as  that  of  consign- 
ing ofiendersto  distant  places  of  imprison- 
ment, was  held  to  exist  in  the  court  of 
King's  Bench ;  if  such  an  authority  resided 
in  that  tribunal,  it  would  hardly  be  deemed 
necessary  to  pass  an  ordinance.  This 
remarkable  (beasure  was  afterwards  com- 
mented upon  on  the  part  of  the  king  him- 
self, when  it  was  properly  observed,  that 
the  power  of  imprisoning  his  majesty *s 
subjects  in  places  distant  from  the  scene  of 
their  offences,  was  a  latitude  of  judgment 
which  no  court  of  law  could  challenge  to 
itself.  This,  my  lords,  was  the  construc- 
tion put  upon  this  assumed  power,  in  op- 
position to  the  parliament,  by  king  Charles 
himself.  Of  the  illegality  of  such  a  prac- 
tice, I  ask,  my  lords,  can  there  be  a 
stronger  authority  ?  The  allegation  on  the 
part  of  the  king,  was,  that  the  sending 
persons  to  confinement  in  distant  places, 
%ra8  a  latitude  of  judgment  which  no  court 
could  challenge  to  itself !  This  assertion  of 
king  Charles  is  equally  clear  and  compre- 
hensive. In  the  next  reign,  the  house  of 
commons,  by  an  act  passed,  seems  so 
clearly  lo  have  acknowledged,  that  no  such 
pow«r  m  feoding  persons  to  places  of  dis- 


tant confisement  could  legally  exist,  that 
no  mention  whatever  of  such  mode  of  im- 
prisonment was  made  therein ;  but,  a  clause 
was  inaerted  in  the  Ml  lo  prevent  illegal 
imprisonment  in  parts  beyond  the  seas« 
In  the  56th  of  the  same  reign,  vii;  in  1684^ 
a  clergyman  of  the  same  ojf  Roaewell  was 
indicted  for  preaching  a  treasonable  ser-» 
mon  in  the  county  of  Surrey.  I  knew  not 
what  doubts  could  exist  with  respect  to  th* 
place  of  confinement,  as  the  prison  of  th« 
court  is  situated  within  that  very  county  | 
but,  firom  this  case,  it  appears,  though  ibm 
Attorney-General  of  that  day,  who  was 
known  to  be  a  considerable  lawyer,  th«t 
doubts  were  entertained  in  that  respect^ 
hut  those  doubts  were  removed  by  a  re* 
markable  assertion  of  the  then  clerk  oftlM 
crown,  who  said,  that  the  Gate-House 
might  be  the  prison,  as  the  coun  then  sat 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex :  it  follows,  by 
necessary  inference,  that  the  court  could 
not  be  justified  in  sending  persons  for  eoo^ 
fioement  out  of  the  county  in  whiph  the 
courts  sat,  the  words  of  the  clerk  of  th« 
crown  weiiB  held  to  be  decisive,  as  to  the 
point.  My  lords,  I  have  next  to  requcA 
your  attention  to  an  instance  which  oq* 
curred  in  the  reign  of  James  2.  It  is  the 
Case  of  the  King  against  Beale,  of  which 
it  is  stated,  that  Mr.  Attorney -General 
moved,  that  the  court  would  order  execu« 
tion  against  a  soldier  for  an  offence  which 
was  committed  in  a  distant  county,  and  for 
which  the  government  judged  it  expedient 
that  he  should  be  exemplarily  punished.  A 
question  arose,  whether  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  had  legally  the  power  to  do  what 
the  Attorney-General  moved  for?  Th« 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  in  substance,  said,  that 
the  motion  was  irregular,  as  the  prisonef 
was  never  before  the  court.  In  conse-* 
quence  of  this,  the  prisoner  was,  under  a 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  brought  before  the 
court;  upon  which  occasion,  the  cas« 
states,  that  it  was  laid  down,  that  the 
thing  required  could  not  be  done  ; — that 
it  may  be  done  in  Middlesex,  by  the  pre^ 
rogative  of  the  judges  who  then  sat  in  that 
county.  From  this  decision  of  the  court 
itoelf,  my  lords,  it  incontestihly  appears^ 
that  the  court  of  Ring's  Bench  cannot  or* 
der  such  things  out  of  the  county  whevt 
the  offence  was  committed,  or  where  it 
is  actually  sitting  at  the  time.  The  Re-^ 
port  to  which  I  refer  goes  on  to  say,  that 
.it  being  judged  of  some  importance  at  the 
time,  to  make  an  example  of  the  soldier  in 
question,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  was  re« 
Bioved  to  another  court:  two  of  the  judgetf 
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forthwith  received  their  quietus,  and  the 
seats  filled  with  judges  of  a  more  pliant 
character.  The  soldier  was  a^ain  brought 
up,  and  his  execution  ordered  by  the  new 
Chief- Justice,  a«  desired  by  the  eovern- 
ment.  Thus,  we  see,  my  lords,  that  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  even  at  that  time, 
as  legally  and  regularly  constituted,  de- 
clared, that  the  act  moved  for  by  the 
King's  Attorney-General  was  contrary  to 
law,  in  the  infliction  of  such  punishments 
out  of  the  county  where  the  offence  was 
committed,  or  of  that  where  the* court 
•at  for  the  time.  The  eame  court 
aif^  soon  after  were  composed  of  judges 
so  very  .different  in  point  of  character 
firom  their  immediate  predecessors,  who, 
to  the  loss  of  their  office;),  protested 
against  shedding  the  blood  of  their  fellow 
subjects  contrary  to  law.  Does  not  this 
invalidate  the  legal  and  constitutional 
judgment  made  by  the  court  in  the  free* 
dom  of  decision  ?  Fhat  such  would  be  the 
conduct  of  the  newly  formed  court  was 
well  known  to  those,  who,  for  the  purpose, 
placed  the  new  judges  in  their 'situations. 
There  were  several  cases  of  a  similar  na- 
ture in  the  same  reign.  But,  my  lords,  the 
case  to  which  I  shall  next  call  your  atten- 
tion, did  not  occur  in  such  times  as  those 
to  which  ,1  have  just  adverted ;  it  took 
place  in,  perhaps,  the  best  times  this  coun- 
try ever  knew,  1  mean,  my  lords,  the  reign 
of  king  George  1.  The  case  to  which  I 
refer  Is  reported  in  the  ^th  volume  of  the 
State  Trials,  namely  that  of  Christopher 
Layer,  which  occurred  in  the  year  1723. 
He  was  tried  at  the  bar  of  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  and  executed  in  Middlesex. 
—This  wason  the  express  motion  of  the  At- 
torney-General, who  said  therie  were  seve- 
ral precedents  for  the  execution  of  of- 
fenders in  counties  different  from  the  scene 
of  their  offences :  the  cases  of  lord  Audley, 
and  Fitzpatrick,  were  mentioned  as  in- 
stances; but,  my  lords,  from  what  trans- 
pired on  this  well-known  Trial,  it  appeared, 
that  so  late  as  the  year  ]  723,  the  Attorney- 
General  entertained  doubts.  Whether  the 
court  had,  legally,  the  power  of  ordering 
executions  any  where  but  where  the  o^ 
fences  were  committed  ? — ^These  are  the 
only  cases  of  this  kind  upon  which  I  shall 
trouble  your  lordships ;  but,  I  am  borne 
out  in  .the  principle  I  have  laid  down,  by 
authorities  in  matters  of  a  difierent  kind. 
In  Hale's  Pleas  of  thb  Crown,  462,  a  case 
is  referred  to  of  a  man  who  was  tried  for 
murder,  in  the  county  of  Kent ; — he  was 
faund  guilty,  and  in  a  note,  it  is  said,  the 


award  was  for  tne  marshal  to  do  execution, 
the  prisoner  hs^ving  been  removed  to  the 
custody  of  the  marshal,  a^  the  immediate 
officer  of  the  court.  A  respectable  legal 
authority  tells  us,  that  where  judgment  of 
death  is  given  in  the  courtof  King  sBeneh, 
the  execution  is  to  be  by  the  marshal  of 
the  court ;  and  by  another  it  is  stated,  that 
execution  is  not  to  be  awarded  in  a  diffe- 
rent county,  except  it  be  where  the  court 
should  then  sit.  My  lords,  having  gone 
through,  or  referred  to,  those  different 
cases,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  conclusion 
to  be  drawn  is,  that  in  every  case  where 
imprisonment  has  taken  place  out  of  the 
county  where  the  often ces  have  been  com- 
mitted,  and  in  every  case  where  executions 
have  taken  place  out  of  the  county — in 
every  one  of  those  cases  some  excuse  is 
offered,  some  doubts  expressed,  and  some 
reasons  given,  why  such  punishments 
should  not  take  place  in  the  counties 
where  the  ofiences  had  been  committed. 
On  a  memorable  occasion,  of  no  very  dis- 
tant occurrence,  when  an  impeachment 
was  preferred  at  the  bar  of  your  lordships' 
house,  it  was  well  said,  that  *  innovations 
in  law  had  crept  in  Hke  heresies  in  reli- 
gion, slowly  and  silently,  leaving,  in  the' 
end,  nothing  but  the  false  and  corrupt 
semblance  of  each  !* — In  the  variety  of 
cases  to  which  I  have  solicited  the  atten- 
tion of  your  lordships,  the  legality  of  the 
mode  of  punishment  complained  of  by  the 
Plaintiffs,  is  either  doubted,  denied,  or  con- 
troverted ;  and  it  is  shewn  that  for  order- 
ing that  species  of  imprisonment,  the 
court  of  Star-Chambcr  was  actually 
abolished.  My  lords,  1  have  referred  to 
or  laid  before  you  various  cases  and  sta- 
tutes for  your  serious  consideration  as  to 
their  tendency  and  effect.  I  do  not  feel 
it  necessary  at  present  to  enter  into  a  gene- 
ral line  of  argument  upon  them.  It  is  suf- 
ficient for  me  at  present  to  state  the  gene- 
ral grounds  upon  which  1  defend  those 
for  whom  I  -have  the  honour  to  appear  be- 
fore you.  I  am  the  less  solicitous  about 
entering  into  such  a  line  of  argument  at 
present,  because  It  will  depend  upon  what 
falls  from  the  learned  counsel,  how  far  I 
shall  have  to  trouble  your  lordships  in  that 
respect.  I  understand  that  it  is  meant,  on 
the  other  side,  to  quote  some  precedents. 
On  this  topic  I  shall  generally  refer  to  the 
sentiments  of  *a  great  constitutional  law- 
yer. Upon  the  well-known  occasion  of 
the  question  of  General  Warrants,  and  or- 
ders issued  by  Secretaries  of  State  for  the 
breaking  open  of  chests,  in  order  to  search 
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for  panel's;  and,  on  the  action  brought  by 
Mr.  Wilkes  against  the  under  secretary  of 
state}  lord  Camden,  in  summing  up  to 
the  jury,  said,  that  all  the  precedents  since 
the  Revolution  afforded  no  justification  for 
a  practice  in  itself  illegal,  and  against  the 
principles  of  the  constitution ! —And  in 
this  doctrine,  my  lords,  that  great  and 
▼enerable  laiyyer  was  certainly  well- 
founded  ! — Here  we  have  the  authority  of 
lord  Camden,  and  his  opinion  of  the  value 
and  effect  of  official  precedents.  In  the 
case  which  subsequently  occurred,  of  the 
action  brought  against  the  king's  messen- 
gers, for  breaking  open  trunks  to  search 
for  papers,  lord  Camden  maintaimed  and 
illustrated  the  same  sound,  legal,  and  con- 
stitutional principles;  he  deprecated  the 
practice  of  recurring  to  modern  precedent 
for  justification  which  never  could  militate 
against  clear  and  established  law;  be  ad- 
mitted the  authorities  founded  upon  deci- 
sions of  the  twelve  judges  but  the  twelve 
judges,  he  said,  could  not  make  law !  I  am 
not  ignorant^  my  lords,  of  the  cases  which 
may  be  adduced  of  modem  or  recent  oc- 
currence to  countenance  the  illegal  prac- 
tices complained  of.  Among  these  are 
the  cases  of  Mr.  Redhead  Yorkc  and  Mr. 
Gilbert  Wakefield,  the  one  for  an  offence 
committed  in  Yorkshire,  and  the  other  for 
an  offence  in  Middlesex,  were  confined  in 
distant  prisons  ;  that  of  Mr.  Kydd  Wake 
too  was  of  a  similar  description.  It  does 
not  follow,  my  lords,  that,  because  those 
persons  never  complained  to  your  lord- 
ships, their  sentences  were  not  illegal.  It 
was  most  likely,  as  lord  Camden  said  upon 
a  paiiicular  occasion,  that  their  poverty 
kad  prevented  their  contending  against 
the  power  of  the  court.  We  know,  my 
lords,  that  it  is  not  every  person  who  has 
the  meaQ8  of  bringing  a  Writ  of  Error  be- 
fore the  high  court  of  parliament. — Hav- 
ing now  gone  through  the  first  part  of  the 
case,  I  shall  trouble  your  lordsnips  with  a 
few  words  on  the  second  part  of  it :  I  mean, 
my  lords,  that  part  of  the  sentence  which 
requires  the  Plaintiffs  to  give  security  for 
.  their  good  behaviour  for  five  years  after 
their  respective  imprisonments.  My  ob- 
jections to  this  part  of  the  sentence,  are 
on  the  ground  of  their  being  excessive, 
nnasual,  and  therefore  contrary  to  law ; 
and,  viewing  the  whole  of  the  case  of  the 
Plaintiffs,  I  am  rather  at  a  loss  to  tell  why 
ibis  security  is  to  be  given,  or  what  is 
meant  by  it.  Your  lordships  will  observe 
that  the  sentence  is  for  the  publication  of 
what  is  said  to  be  a  libel,  and  a  libel  upon 
You  XIV. 


a  court  of  justice,  but  the  information  does 
not  state  whether  what  was  advanced  be 
true  or  false !  Is  it  as  a  security  for  good 
behaviour  in  every  case  ?  Would  the  secu- 
rity be  forfeited  by  writing  a  true  and  faith- 
ful account  of,  and  making  true  and  just  ob- 
servations on,  the  conduct  of  courts  of  jus- 
tice ?  The  information,  no  one  can  tell  whe- 
ther it  proceeds  on  the  ground  of  everything 
advanced  being  true,  or  every  thing  ad- 
vanced being  false.  The  parties  will  ne- 
cessarily be  bewildered  if  any  persons,  in 
such  a  state  of  uncertainty,  should  be  bold 
enough  to  come  forward  as  their  securi- 
ties. It  must  be  known,  or  are  the  parties 
to  give  up  their  newspapers,  or  never  to 
write  a  line  respecting  courts  of  justice, 
because  if  either  true  or  false,  they  may  be 
come  upon  for  their  security,  if  'it  cannot 
be  exactly  stated  what  will  amount  to  a 
forfeiture  of  the  recognizance.  I  humbly 
contend  that  even  in  this  view  of  the  case, 
this  part  of  the  sentence  is  iHegal,  uncon- 
stitutional, and  void. — In  another  point  of 
view,  ray  lords,  this  part  of  the  sentence  if 
equally  liable  to  uncertainty  and  doubt. 
Suppose  that  they  cannot  get  the  security 
required,  are  they  to  undergo  five  yeara , 
imprisonment  in  addition,  and  then  to  be 
liberated  ?  No  such  thing ;  as  the  sen- 
tence stands  at  present,  they  may  be  im- 
prisoned to  the  end  of  their  lives,  and  in 
places  far  distant  from  their  families,  their 
friends  and  their  connections !  Such  a 
Judgment,  my  lords,  is,  I  contend,  un- 
usual, oppressive^  contrary  to  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  and  therefore  contrary  to  law  I 
Before  I  conclude,  I  beg  leave  shortly  to 
recapitulate  what  I  have  submitted  to  your 
lordships  consideration.  I  have  stated  the 
conduct  of  courts  of  law  in  former  times^ 
with  respect  to  cases  similar  to  that  before 
us,  and  the  principles  which  governed  that 
conduct.  I  have  stated  a  case  from  which 
the  court  of  King's  Bench  doubted,  or 
decided  negatively,  as  to  its  own  powers 
with  respect  to  confining  persons  in  dis* 
tant  saols.  I  have  shewn  that  upon  all 
occasions  there  have  been  some  particular 
grounds  or  special  reasons  assigned,  for  a 
departure  from  what  was  known  to  be  a 
general  principle  of  law,  in  those  instances 
where  such  modes  of  punishment  were 
awarded  by  the  courts.  Even  so  late  as 
the  year  1 723,  doubts  were  entertained  by 
the  judges  and  lawyers  upon  these  points  ; 
I  have  shewn  the  difficulties  under  which 
king  James  the  second  struggled,  in  order 
to  carry  a  sentence  into  execution  accord- 
ing to  his  wish,  to  much  that  he  wa» 
u  Q 
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obliged  to  displace  the  judges  of  the 
court,  and  appoint  new  ones,  creatures  of 
his  own !  In  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the 
first,  that  prince  himself  protested  against 
the  arbitrary  and  unconstitutional  power 
assumed  by  parliament  in  punishing  his 
subjects  in  the  way  now  complained  of. 
Such  my  lords,  were  the  ideas  which  so 
long  prevailed  in  the  country  upon  these 
points;  such 'was  the  conduct  of  the 
judges,  even  in  the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts, 
when,  if  it  was  found  impossible  to  give 
such  a  mortal  stab  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  I  am  sure  that  under  the  influence 
of  that  family  which  came  to  restore  and 
to  secure  to  us  those  blessings  of  which 
the  Stuarts  in  vain  attempted  to  rob  us ; 
under  the  reign  of  the  monarch  who  now 
adorns  the  throne,  whom  this  house  and 
the  country  look  up  to  as  their  last  and 
best  guidance  and  support ;  that  upon  all 
such  occasions  this  high  and  honourable 
court  will  oppose  the  assumption  of  a 
power  contrary  to  law,  and  hostile  to  the 
best  principles  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Aitorney'Gaieral,  I  now  come  to 
trouble  your  lordships,  and  to  assure  you 
that  the  Judgment,  in  support  of  which  I 
appear;  does  not  deserve  the  hard  names 
bestowed  upon  it,  5»uch  as  were  never  be- 
fore used  in  a  court  of  justice — of  cruel, 
oppressive,  and  unusual.  In  good  truth, 
my  lords,  I  believe  there  could  be  no  rea- 
son for  bestowing  these  epithets  upon  the 
Judgment,  except  the  knowledge  that  it 
was  impossible  for  your  lordships  to  enter 
into  the  considerations  upon  which  the 
court  pronounced  that  Judgment,  and 
measured  the  punishment  it  should  inflict, 
because  the  learned  gent,  is  wise  enough 
to  know,  that  it  was  not  merely  from  the 
face  of  the  Record,  but  from  the  conside- 
ration of  extrinsic  circumstances,  the  court 
measured  the  Judgment  it  thought  proper 
to  pronounce.  That  imprisonment  is  a 
species  of  punishment  for  libellers,  and  to 
require  security  for  their  good  behaviour 
after  their  imprisonment,  is  a  very  usual 
practice,  must  be  so  well  known  to  the 
learned  gent.,  that  [  shall  not  condescend 
to  shew  either  a  principle  or  a  case  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  that  doctrine  ! 
In  a  great  deal  of  what  has  fallen  from  the 
learned  gent.,  I  shall  net  follow  him,  be- 
cause a  great  part  of  his  statements  carry 
with  them  their  own  refutation.  But  in 
answer  to  such  of  his  arguments  as  have 
any  shadow  of  bearing  upon  the  question 
before  your  lordships,  I  contend  that  the 
court  of  Kind's  Be|ich  has  unlimited  juris- 


diction throughout  the  whole  kingdom ; 
that  his  majesty  has  this  jurisdiction  also 
through  his  first  criminal  court,  the  King's 
Bench.  No  matter  whether  it  sits  in  one 
part  of  the  realm  or  another,  it  possesses 
supreme  jurisdiction  through  the  whole. 
In  support  of  these  petitions,  as  the  ge- 
nuine and  established  law  of  the  land,  I 
could  adduce  numberless  cases;  that  of 
the  King  and  White,  in  lord  Hardwickc's 
Reports,  is  all  I  shall  trouble  your  lord- 
ships with.  The  case  was  that  of  a  con* 
stable  at  Scarboroogh  who  was  attached 
by  order  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench  for 
destroying  a  warrant  from  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  to  be  executed  in  that  quarter ; 
this  alone  would  serve,  that  the  court  in 
question  po89esses  a  criminal  jurisdiction 
throughout  the  whole  country.  Th« 
learned  gent,  does  not  dispute  that  all  th« 
gaols  in  the  kingdom  are  the  gaols  of  th« 
king ;  but  he  says,  they  are  gaols  to  be 
used  in  a  certain  qualified  way ;  he  denies 
the  right  of  the  king  to  send  persons  to 
any  gaol  not  in  the  county  in  which  the 
ofience  is  committed,  or  where  the  court 
is  not  present.  1  have  in  my  hand,  my 
lords,  what  I  believe  you  will  agree  with 
me  is  some  authority  on  those  points, 
Hawkins's  Pleas  of  the  Crown.  Speaking 
of  the  court  of  King^s  Bench,  he  says, 
that^  '  so  high  a  trust  does  the  law  repose 
in  the  justice  and  integrity  of  this  court, 
as  generally  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion 
of  the  judges  to  inflict  such  fine  and  im- 
prisonment, and  even  infamous  corporal 
punishment  on  offenders,  as  the  nature  of 
the  crime,  considered  in  all  its  circum- 
stances, shall  require ;  neither  doth  it  con- 
fine them  to  the  use  of  its  own  prison,  but 
leaves  them  at  liberty  to  commit  ofienders 
to  any  prison  in  the  kingdom  which  they 
shall  think  most  proper,  and  doth  not  sur- 
fer any  court  to  remove,  or  bail  any  per- 
son condemned  to  imprisonment  by  them.' 
— This  is  the  language  of  that  profound 
and  acourate  lawyer,  and'  I  wonder  that 
any  man  of  the  diligence  of  the  learned 
gent.,  who  could  have  read  this  authority, 
and  viewed  the  question  on  both  sides, 
could  have  departed  from  it  and  aflect  to 
refer  to  the  foolish  saying  of  a  clerk  of  tho 
crown  !  Viewing  this  and  the  numerous 
authenticities  and  precedents  to  which  I 
mean  to  refer,  how  is  it  possible  to  aver 
that  sending  persons  to  the  gaols  in  Glou- 
cester and  in  Dorchester,  is  an  illeg&l  act 
or  beyond  the  power  of  the  court  ?  Will 
the  learned  gentleman  say  that  if  a  publi- 
cation of  the  libels  in  question  took  place 
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in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  the  parties 
might  not  have  been  tried  and  convicted 
there  as  well  as  in  Middlesex? — The 
learned  Attorney  General  then  proceeded 
to  the  exhibition  of  a  long  series  ol*  cases 
and  precedents,  all  occurring  since  the 
Revolution,  but  a  great  part  of  them  since 
the  year  1786,  for  the  purpose  of  shewing 
that  the  court  of  King's  Bench  had  exer- 
cised a  discretionary  and  legal  power  in 
•  committing  oli'enders  to  prison  in  diflerent 
and  distant  places  from  the  scene  of  the 
oflence  or  the  session  of  the  court,  and 
that  it  ordered  up  delinquents  from  distant 
parts  to  be  tried,  at  its  bar,  and  caused  the 
infliction  of  puniiihmcntsin  dilTerent  places 
as  it  deemed  expedient;  and  in  the  exer- 
cise of  those  powers  it  was  always  undis- 
turbed and  unquestioned  ;  and  he  dwelt 
jDpon  the  instance  of  lord  Thanet's  com- 
mittal to  the  Tower  of  London  for  an  of- 
fence committed  in  the  county  of  Kent,  as 
a  proof  that  it  was  not  the  poverty  of  the 
oil'ender  that  prevented  him  from  calling 
the  authorities  of  the  court  into  question. 
— With  respect  to  the  observations  of  the 
learned  counsel  for  the  Plaintifis  upon  the 
security  required  from  them^  and  the  dif- 
ficulties they  would  labour  under  in  con- 
sequence^ he  said,  '*  I  dare  say  if  the 
learned  gent/s  clients  were  to  ask  him 
whether  such  and  such  a  particular  act 
would  not  incur  a  forfeiture,  that  his  an- 
swer would  be,  *  I  will  not  tell  any  man 
who  contemplates  a  seditious  publication, 
or  meditates  any  other  illegal  act,  how 
near  be  may  go,  and  yet  clear  the  law ; 
how  near  the  wind  he  might  go  without 
endangering  himself!'  "  The  security  re- 
quired, he  observed,  was  to  guard  against 
future  libellous  publications,  the  better  to 
protect  the  public  peace  against  future 
probable  invasions  of  it,  and  proceeded  on 
the  same  grounds  and  principles  that  va- 
rious other  sentences  of  the  kind  were  pro- 
nounced. 

The  Attornev- General  having  conclud- 
ed, the  Lord-Chancellor  moved,  that  the 
further  hearing  be  adjourned  to  Thursday. 
— Ordered. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Wedruesdc^,  May  17. 
[Mr.  Dick  and  Lord  Castlereagh.] 
Mr.  Madocks  observed,  that  understanding 
a  report  had  gone  abroad,  that  the  case 
w|iich  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  house  in  the  course  of 
Jast  weeki  was  brought  forward  at  the  in- 


stigation of  Mr.  D.ck,  he  thought  it  pro- 
per to  state,  that  his  information  upon  that 
subject  was  derived  from  another  quarter, 
and  that  he  had  not  brought  the  busiiu-si 
before  the  house  cither  at  the  iustigatioi^ 
or  with  the  concurrence  of  Mr.  Dick. 

Mr.  Poster  said,  that  being  a  relation  of 
the  gentleman  whose  name  had  been  just 
mentioned,  and  having  been  loi^g  a  friend 
of  his  and  his  father's,  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  him  upon  that  subject,  to  which 
the  hon.  member  alluded,  from  which  let- 
ter the  right  hon.  gent,  read  the  following 
extract :  "  1  beg  to  assure  you  that  the 
statement  of  lord  Castlereagh  having  sug- 
gested to  me  that  I  ought  to  resign  my  seat 
rather  than  vote  against  the  Duke  of  York, 
is  totally  unfiiunded." 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 

Tfiursday,  May  1 8. 

[Writ  op  Error  in  the  Case  of  White 
AND  Haut.]  Their  lordships  met  at  two 
o'clock,  and  roost  of  the  Judt^es  attended. 

The  Solicitor  General  (Sir  Thomas  Plo- 
mer),  spoke  for  about  two  hours  in  defence 
of  the  right  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
to  pronounce  such  a  sentence  as  it  had 
done  in  the  case  of  White  and  Hart,  the 
editor  and  printer  of  the  weekly  newspa- 
per called  the  *'  Independent  Whig,"  yvho 
had  been  convicted  of  a  libel  on  that  court 
in  the  administration  of  justice.  He  con- 
tended that  there  wad  no  foundation  for  the 
theory  laid  down  by  the  learned  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Clillbrd)  on  the  other  side,  on 
Tuesday  last,  when  he  attempted  to  main- 
tain that  the  court  of  King's  Bench  had  no 
right  to  execute  its  sentence  except  in  m 
gaol  of  the  county  wherein  the  oflcnce 
was  committed,  a  gaol  in  a  county  where 
the  court  actually  sat,  or  their  own  pecu- 
liar gaol.  He  reviewed  the  historical  part 
of  that  learned  gentleman's  speech,  and 
examined  his  arguments  as  drawn  from  the 
instances  of  distant  imprisonment  in  virtue 
of  sentences  passed  by  the  court  of  Star 
Chamber.  He  controverted  the  statement 
that  the  court  of  Star  Chamber  owed  its 
abolition  in  any  principal  degree  to  such 
punishments.  The  punishment  which  gave 
offence  to  parliament  of  this  nature,  was 
not  one  that  sentenced  to  distant  prisons 
(as  they  were  called)  in  Englimd,  but,  in 
the  cases  of  Prynne,  Bastwick,  and  others^ 
who  were  sent  to  the  islands  of  Jersey, 
Guernsey,  and  Scilly.  It  was  not  correct 
in  historical  fact,  to  say,  that  the  abolition 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court  was  owing 
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to  such  causes.  There  were  other  and 
weightier  causes  assigned  for  that  measure. 
It  was  in  point  of  fact,  not  the  sentences 
passed,  but  the  whole  proceedings  of  that 
court  previous  to  the  passing  of  such  sen- 
tences, that  alarmed  the  fears,  awakened 
the  jealousies,  and  procured  the  votes  of 
parliament  which  effeeted  its  abolition.  In 
support  of  his  observations,  he  referred  to 
lord  Clarendon.  He  noticed  some  expres- 
sions which  had  fallen  fi'otn  the  learned 
gentleman,  respecting  words  used  by  Bast- 
wick  when  undergoing  his  sentence  in  Pa- 
lace-yard, and  desired  to  know  by  what 
modern  Kghts  it  was  discovered  that  the 
sayings  of  a  man  in  Palace-yard, addressed 
to  the  mob,  were  to  be  introduced  by  law- 
yers, or  received  in  a  grave  and  learned 
assembly  as  matter  of  illustration,  refer- 
ence, or  precedent.  He  observed  that  the 
cases  in  Which  the  learned  gentleman  at- 
tempted to  make  out  any  thing  in  hh  sup- 
port were  all  anterior  to  the  Revolution. 
That  learned  gentleman,  he  contended, 
was,  from  various  instances,  of  which  he 
cited  several  "from  which  he  endeavoured 
to  shew  the  weakness  of  his  arguments,  er- 
roneous in  his  notions  respecting  the  right 
of  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  even  pre- 
vious to  the  era  of  the  Revolution.  There 
was  much  said  about  good  times  and  bad 
times;  but  lie  should  like  to  know  into 
what  political  dictionary  he  was  to  look 
for  a  definition  of  which  were  the  good 
times,  and  which  were  the  bad  times. 
There  was  always  enough  of  that  sort  of 
argument  to  be  met  with  whenever  legal 
precedents  were  resorted  to,  whatever  be 
the  nature  and  necessity  of  the  case.  Com- 
ing down,  however,  to  the  period  of  the 
Revolution,  he  believed  it  would  be  obvi- 
ous that  in  those  best  limes,  the  mode  of 
punishment  now  asserted  to  be  illegal,  was 
most  frequently  practised,  and  yet  no 
doubts  had  then  been  raised  as  to  its  pro- 
priety and  its  legality.  The  learned  soli- 
citor then  inserted  that  in  the  times  of 
seven  chief  justices  and  twenty-twajudges, 
he  had  not  less  than  twenty-one  cases  in 
point  to  offer  to  the  notice  of  their  lord- 
ships. Beginning  with  lord  chief  justice 
Holt,  he  continued  with  other  instances 
from  lord  chief  justice  Parker,  lord  chief 
justice  Mansfield,  lord  chief  justice  Keny  on, 
/Sec.  gp  to  the  present  time,  during  all  which 
coui-se  so  many  excellent  constitutional 
puisne  judges  bad  also  sat  on  the  bench  in 
that  high  criminal  court;  in  a]l  which  cases 
judgment  had  been  given  and  executed 
wropgfully  and  illegally,  if  the  judgment 


in  the  present  case  were  to  be  deemed  il- 
legal. He  dwelt  particularly  on  several 
individual  cases,  especially  one  in  which  a 
man  was  found  guilty  of  perjury  before  a 
committee  of  the  house  of  commons  on  the 
Hindon  election,  and  was  sent  to  Hindon 
to  be  set  upon  the  pillory  in  that  place, 
where  his  example  was  likely  to  produce 
the  most  beneficial  effects  ;  and  another, 
in  which  for  a  crime  committed  in  Wales, 
the  convicted  person  su^red  at  Kenning- 
ton,  in  Surrey.  He  mentioned  another  case 
of  a  distant  crime,  for  which  the  execution 
took  place  at  St.  Thomas  Watering,  Kent, 
and  an  old  instance  of  a  man  sent  to  Ports- 
mouth to  be  executed  for  desertion  or 
cowardice,  because  that  was  the  place 
where  the  execution  of  that  sentence 
would  probably  be  most  exemplary  and 
beneficial.  He  recited  all  the  cases  men- 
tioned on  Tuesday  by  Mr.  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, and  contended  for  the  strict  appli- 
cability of  the  more  recent  instances.  But 
it  was  not  merely  on  the  cases  he  had 
cited,  but  on  the  general  principles  of  the 
question  that  it  ought  to  be  decided.  1  he 
court  of  King's  Ben(  h  was  the  chief  crimi- 
nal court  in  the  kingdom.  It  was  so  de- 
scribed by  all  J  he  ancient,  as  well  as  mo- 
dern law  yers  of  repute.  It  was  «o  called 
by  Coke,  who  stated  its  antiquity  and  its 
power.  It  had  a  great  part  of  the  ancient 
Justicianifn  Anglict,  lis  jurisdiction  ^as 
called  capUamis  and  generalis,  to  shew  its 
universality  and  general  sqperintendence. 
Hawkins,  "i  his  P»eas  of  the  Crown  (one 
of  the  best  writers  and  authorities)  hdd 
fully  stated  its  extensrve  powers.  It  could, 
he  contended,  be  restricted  by  none  of 
those  restrictions  which  confined  the 
powers  of  inferior  county  courts.  And 
were  the  decisions  of  the  judges  of  such  a 
court  to  be  treated  like  the  jiractices  of  the 
office  of  a  secretary  of  state,  and  such  ar- 
guments supported  merely  by  what  lord 
Camdea  had  said  of  the  usage  of  such 
offices ;  usage  that  had  never  before  been 
made  the  subject  of  a  solemn  decision  in  a 
court  of  law,  or  by  any  arguments  against 
the  exploded  practice  ot  the  exploded 
court  of  Star  Chamber  ?  In  the  many 
recent  instances  of  imprisonment  in  dis- 
tant gaols,  was  it  to  be  believed,  that  the 
poverty  of  the  individuals  was  the  reason 
that  prevented  them  from  liying  the  mev 
rits  of  the  practice  of  the  judges  ?  *  Had 
they  not  always  sufficient  legal  assistance  ? 
Was  there  not  a  learnett  lord  then  at  that 
bar  of  which  he  was  the  great  ornament, 
who  had  so  often  exerted  t^e  greatest  eio* 
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quence  the  bar  ever  knew  in  defence  of 
sach  individoals,  and  who  left  nothing  un- 
done that  zeal  and  talents  could  e&ct  ? 
And  would  he  have  left  a  stone  unturned 
on  behalf  of  his  clients,  if  he  had  conceiv- 
ed the  possibility  of  attacking  the  legality 
of  the  sentences  pronounced  upon  them  ? 
With  respect  to  the  demand  of  securities 
for  good  behaviour,  the  practice  was  old, 
and  used  in  the  best  times.  It  was  absurd 
to  talk  of  its  operating  as  a  perpetual  im- 
prisonment. The  prolongation  of  impri- 
sonment would  depend  on  the  bad  charac- 
ter of  the  individual,  whose  friends  could 
not  trust  to  his  good  behaviour,  even  after 
the  experience  that  had  been  taught  him 
by  his  confinement.  As  to  the  difficulty 
of  understanding  what  was  meant  by 
good  behaviour,  he  could  not  enter  fully 
enough  into  the  motives,  views,  and  dis- 
positions of  certain  persons  to  under- 
stand their  difficulties  on  that  subject. 
Good  behaviour  was  what  they  might  not 
easily  understand,  and  cared  little  to  learn. 
But  they  might  easily  enough  learn  it. 
There  was  a  chapter  in  an  elementary 
work,  (sir  William  Blackstone's)  that 
would  explain  to  them  uhat  was  necessary 
to  know  on  that  subject.  All  the  instances 
hi  had  noticed  were  viewed  by  the  other 
side  a«»  too  recent.  They  must  go  up  to 
higher  afntiquity,  they  must  mount  up  to 
the  conquest  or  beyond  that  period.  Every 
thing  he  and  his  learned  friend  had  to  ofiisr 
was  too  young  for  the  modern  school,  they 
would  begin  ab  oco.  The  learned  gentle- 
man mu.4t  know  that  they  could  not  in- 
vestigate accurately  the  nature  of  the 
sentence.  The  whole  object  of  this  appeal 
was  to  depreciate  the  character  of  our 
courts.  "  Homanitas,"  for  that  was  the 
name  signed  to  a  libellous  letter  in  the 
*'  independent  Wbig,"  had  considered  the 
popular  notion  concerning  the  administra- 
tion of  our  laws  by  juries  as  too  exalted. 
These  lovers  of  freedom,  in  their  new  dis- 
coveries, attacked  the  institutions  best  cal- 
culated to  preserve  it  The  object  was 
only  to  raise  a  ferment  in  men's  minds,  to 
throw  discredit  upon  the  judges  of  the 
land,  and  to  take  from  ottr  wisest  establish- 
ments  that  public  respect  in  which,  they 
bad  been  held,  and  which  they  so  much 
deserved.  But  the  decisitm  of  our  chief 
courts  of  justice,  and  not  the  speech  of  a 
man  to  a  mob  in  Paiace-yard,  would  in- 
fluence that  decree  which  their  lordships, 
ii«  trnsted,  would  then,  in  their  wisdom, 
grre.  After  a  number  of  other  remarks, 
fhe  faoB.  gent,  concluded. 


Mr.  Clifford  began  his  reply  by  anrmad- 
vetting  on  the  conduct  of^  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  General,  in  the  bad  mo- 
tives they  had  presumed,  so  liberally 
but  so  unjustly,  to  impute  to  those  who 
had  advised,  or  were  concerned  in  bringing 
before  their  lordships  the  present  -appeal. 
He  solemnly  denied  that  it  was  done 
with  any  intention  to  depreciate  the  cha- 
racter of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  at  which  bar  he  himself  practised, 
and  where  the  present  judges,  be  was 
sure,  if  they  had  done  any  thing  in .  the 
exercise  of  their  judicial  functions  which 
was  founded  on  a  mistake,  would  be 
quite  as  willing  to  rectify  that  mistake, 
on  being  shewn  the  error,  as  any  that 
had  preceded  them  on  that  bench.  He 
was  confident  that  so  far  from  this 
measure  being  considered  as  bearing 
the  character  attributed  to  it,  it  must  be 
seen  as  one  which  gave  the  best  and 
fairest  opportunity  for  bringing  this  great 
question  to  an  issue,  by  appealing  to  their 
lordships  en  dernier'  ressart.  Nothing 
more  was  attempted  to  be  done  but  what 
the  law  of  the  land  authorised,  and  what 
the  cases  of  the  individuals  reauired. 
While  he  should  forbear  from  following 
the  Attorney-General  and  the  Solicitor- 
General  in  the  field  of  declamation  and 
invective  into  which  they  had  wandered, 
he  must  express  in  some  degree,  hie 
gratitude  to  them  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  speeches  they  had  delivered.  They 
put  him  in  mind  of  a  fable  which  was 
lately  quoted  by  a  person  of  eminent 
abilities  and  character,  in  noticing  the 
speech  of  a  learned  gentleman  in  some 
other  place  ;  it  was  the  fable  of  the  ass, 
who  went  into  a  fie W  attracted  by  a  thistle, 
but  who  went  round  and  round  about  the 
thistle,  fearful  of  touching  it.  The  learn- 
ed gentlemen,  in  like  manner,  went  about 
and  about  it,  but  were  extremely  shy  of 
touching  on  the  principle  of  the  question 
then  before  their  lordships.  He  begged 
to  !>e-state  to  their  lordships,  that  the  con- 
stitutional and  legal  principle  he  laid  down 
with  respect  to  the  power  of  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  was  this :  that  they  had  no 
right  to  send  persons  into  imprisonment, 
in  execution  of  a  sentence  pronounced  by 
that  court,  except  to  the  jail  of  the 
county  where  tlie  oflfence  was  committed, 
the  jail  of  the  county  where  that  court 
sat,  or  their  own  jail.  He  maintained- 
that  no  case  had  been  cited  to  djestroy 
the  truth  of  his  positions.  The  excep- 
tions ivere  not  such  as  could  furnish  a  rule. 
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Hardly  a  case  could  they  bring  to  bear  on 
the  snbject  that  had  not  occurred  since 
the  Revolution,  and  he  contended  that 
it  it  was  not  legal  to  do  so  previous  to 
that  event,  that  event  could  not  possibly 
make  it  legal.  He  had  been  told  to  pro- 
duce an  enactment  to  make  it  illegal ; 
but  he  asserted  that  the  liberties  of  the 
subject  depended  not  upon  enactments. 
Enactments  ought  to  be  produced  to 
him  to  shew  him  and  their  lordships  that 
the  practice  had  been  rendered  legal. 
This  was  the  true  principle  of  the  con- 
stitution on  such  subjects.  What  he 
had  said  of  the  case  of  Bastwick  had  been 
observed  upon  with  a  triumphant  sneer, 
as  a  foolish  saying  addressed  to  the  peo- 
ple, who  are  styled  by  the  learned  gen- 
tleman the  mob.  But  he  had  seen  quo- 
ted the  expression  of  an  individual 
sufiermg  a  punishment  as  a  precedent 
on  a  legal  opinion.  He  had  only  quoted 
it  as  an  illustration  of  what  was  the  gene- 
ral feeling  at  that  time,  for  it  was  scarcely 
in  human  nature  that  Bastwick  should 
have  used  the  expressions  he  did,  had 
they  been  founded  in  falsehood,  since 
his  hearers  must  have  very  well  known 
whether  the  practice  was  a  new  one  or 
an  old  custom.  Bastwick,  in  the  spirit 
of  those  times,  while  he  complained  of 
the  practice  of  sending  persons  to  distant 
jails,  attributed  the  origin  of  the  practice 
to  the  Jesuits.  As  to  the  opinion  of  lord 
Clarendon,  it  should  be  recollected,  that 
the  fourth  article  of  impeachment  against 
that  nobleman,  stated  this  as  one  of  his  of- 
fences ;  and  his  lordship^  long  afterwards,  in 
noticing  this  circumstance,  states,  that  he 
thought  it  a  hard  case  for  him  to  be 
charged  and  tried  for  an  oiience  which 
he  had  only  been  guilty  of,  in  common 
with  others  of  the  privy  council.  This 
was  that  noble  lord's  excuse.  Revert* 
ing  to  the  case  of  the  abolition  of  the 
Star  Chamber,  which  was  said  by  the 
learned  gentlemen  to  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  an  objection  to  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  not  to  their  sentences,  he 
shewed  by  a  quotation  from  the  par- 
liamentary resolution,  that  the  sentences, 
as  well  as  the  proceeding,  formed  the 
grounds  of  the  abolition  of  that  oppres- 
sive court.  The  authority  be  had  quoted 
from  lord  Camden  had  been  sneered  at, 
the  memory  of  that  learned  and  venerable 
lord  depreciated,  and  the  hallowed  pre- 
cincts of  the  tomb  violated  by  viper- 
ous slander.  It  was  asked.  What !  would 
lord  Camden  have  spoken  of  the  decisions 


of  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  as  he  did 
of  the  usage  of  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office  ?  No!  but  the  house  of  lords 
were  then  in  the  same  situation  relative 
to  that  court,  as  lord  Camden,  when  a 
judge,  was  to  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office!  With  respect  to  the  Hindon 
election,  he  stated  a  question  that  arose, 
respecting  the  payment  of  the  expences, 
which  the  sheriii*  refused,  and  the  court 
of  King's  Bench  could  not  compel  him 
to  make  them  good.  He  wished  the 
learned  gentlemen  to  look  into  the  ge- 
neral principles  of  our  laws  more  accu- 
rately, they  would  see  reasons  for  his 
view  of  the  nature  of  county  jails,  and 
the  authority  of  cpurts.  These  jails  were 
the  county  jails  ;  they  were  built,  re- 
paired, and  maintained  at  their  own  ex- 
pence.  They  were  obliffed  to  keep  the 
prisoners,  they  were  liable  to  fines  for 
offences  committed  within  their  county 
limits,  which  it  was  presumed  they  ought 
to  have  prevented.  All  the  jails  were 
the  king  jails,  it  was  perfectly  true,  and 
so  were  all  the  courts  of  justice,  but  yet 
this  was  so,  for  the  purposes  of  public 
benefit  and  public  protection,  and  was 
limited  by  a  variety  of  restrictions,  con- 
ditions, and  limitations.  All  the  high 
roads,  in  the  same  way,  were  the  king's 
roads,  (though  much  of  these  might  be 
private  property;)  but  they  were  the 
king's,  for  the  convenience  and  protec- 
tion of  his  subjects  in  passing  from  place  to 
place.  The  cases  of  imprisonment  or  ex- 
ecution in  the  city  of  London,  pursuant 
to  sentences  passed  m  Westminster,  pre- 
sented no  difficulty,  since  in  fact  the  she- 
riffs of  London  were  sheriffs  of  Middlesex, 
and  the  prison  of  Newgate  was  the  prison 
of  both.  The  learned  gentleman  went 
through  a  wide  field  oi  argument  and 
illustration  in  support  of  the  principles 
which  he  had  asserted.  He  shewed  the 
hardships  of  the  practice  of  requiring 
sureties  for  a  length  of  time  after  the  ex- 
piration of  imprisonment.  He  quoted  the 
declaration  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  against  ex- 
cessive bail,  and  unusual  and  cruel  pu- 
nishments, and  concluded  after  a  variety 
of  other  observations,  a  very  argumenta- 
tive and  ingenious  speech  by  pro- 
testing against  the  imputation  of  evil  de- 
signs m  this  case,  and  deprecating  such 
insinuations  against  the  people  of  this 
country. 

The  Counsel  having  left  the  bar,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  rose,  and  briefly  stated 
that  he  had  no  doubt  on  bis  mind  re- 
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specting  this  question.  Important  as  it 
was,  it  was  not  attended  with  much 
difficulty.  It  was  his  intention  to  move 
a  question  to  be  put  to  the  learned 
Judges  upon  the  suDJect.  His  lordship 
then  moved.  That  a  question  be  referred 
to  the  Judges  for  their  opinion.  Whe- 
ther the  court  of  King's  Bench  could 
lend  any  person  convicted  in  their  court 
at  Westminster  to  any  jail  in  England  ? 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  having  been 
unfortunately  and  unavoidably  absent,, 
and  consequently  not  having  heard  the 
counsel  who  stated  the  case  of  the  plain- 
uffk  to  the  house,  nor  the  answer  of  the 
Attorney-General,  he  should  not  give  a 
▼ote  on  the  present  occasion  ;  but  still 
there  was  a  certain  principle  to  which  the 
house  should  conform,  ana  it  should  pro- 
ceed with  the  utmost  regularity  and  deli- 
beration to  the, decision  of  the  point  at 
issue  before  them,  and  particularly  as  to 
the  severity  of  the  punishment.  He  had 
always  understood  that  it  was  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  the  law  of  England 
that  the  parties  were  precisely  on  a  level, 
that  the  scales  of  justice  should  be  kept 
even,  and  that  no  improper  questioning 
or  application  of  motives  should  be  to- 
lerated in  the  counsel  on  either  side. — 
The  learned  counsel  for  the  prosecution 
had  not  charged  the  counsel  for  the 
crown  with  any  improper  motives ;  but 
on  the  other  hand  he  must  say,  that  the 
counsel  for  the  crown,  one  of  whom  he 
personally  and  highly  respected,  as  a 
most  diligent  and  able  man  in  his  pro- 
fession, (Mr.  Solicitor  General,)  had  no 
righ^,  at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords,  to 
impute  improper  motives  to  a  counsel 
who  came  to  perform  his  professional 
daty.  The  present  was  not  a  charge  of 
cruelty,  it  was  a  charge  of  error  !  and, 
according  to  an  act  of  parliament  passed 
in  the  first  year  of  William  and  Mary, 
the  Bill  of  Rights'— it  was,  at  least,  an 
erroneous  judgment.  The  10th  article  of 
that  important  statute  says,  that  exces- 
sive bail  shall  not  be  required  ;  nor  ex- 
cessive fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  un- 
osual  punishments  inflicted  !  And  would 
the  Solicitor  General  say,  that  a  thing 
done  contrary  to  the  prescriptions  of 
this  statute  was  not  error,  at  the  least. 
He  did  not  mean  to  argue  or  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  the  particular  case  before 
the  house,  but  he  thought  before  it  decided 
it  should  have  been  better  informed  as  to 
the  precedents  referred  to  in  support  of  the 
arguments  advanced  at  the  bar,  and  that 


the  house  ou^ht  to  have  laid  before  it  aQ 
account  of  the  different  judgments  which 
had  been  given,  touching  the  case,  down 
to  a  certain  period.  With  respect  to  tb« 
nature  of  the  security  required  in  such  a 
case  as  the  present,  he  could  not  help 
contrasting  it  with  that  of  the  persons 
who  were  some  time  since  convicted  of 
attempting  to  blow  up  the  King's  Bench 
Prison,  they  were  sentenced  ;  as  the  pre* 
sent  parties  before  them,  to  three  years  im- 
prisonment. But  what  was  the  security 
required  of  them  for  their  good  behaviour 
after  the  expiration  of  their  imprisonment 
— of  persons  convicted  of  an  offence  in 
which  the  commission  of  deliberate  mur* 
der  must  be  contemplated?  None;  iiot 
to  the  amount  of  one  shilling !  In  a  con* 
viction  of  perjury,  no  later  than  November 
last ;  an  offence  so  injiirious  to  the  well* 
being  of  the  community,  what  was  the 
sentence  of  the  court  ?  It  was,  that  the 
offender  be  fined  one  shilling,  imprisoned 
for  three  months,  and  farther  until  tha 
said  fine  should  be  paid  !  Their  lordships 
should  bear  in  mind,  in  deciding  on  tna 
case,  that  there  was  a  scale  of  punish- 
ments, and  take  care,  as  far  as  in  them 
lay,  to  render  the  punishment  commensu* 
rate  to  the  offence. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed  that  the 
crime,  as  it  appeared  on  the  face  of  the 
matter  on  whicn  those  two  prisoners  wer^ 
convicted,  was  one  of  the  most  dangeroua 
description.  He  referred  to  several  in- 
stances of  punishments  early  after  the  Re- 
volution, for  libels,  and  shewed  that  punish- 
ments in  such  cases  of  latter  times  were, 
comparatively  speaking,  far  from  being 
severe.  H^s  lordship,  after  some  farther 
observation,  amended  the  question  to  the 
following  effect:  "That  it  be  referred 
to  the  judges  to  know  their  opinion  whe- 
ther the  court  of  King's  Bench,  in  the 
case  of  the  conviction  of  a  person  at 
Westminster,  could  legally  send  such  per- 
son to  any  prison  in  England,  other  than 
the  prison  belonging  to  the  court,  the  coun- 
ty prison  where  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted, or  that  where  the  court  held  its 
sittings?  And  also  to  know  whether 
sureties  for  a  reasonable  time,  for  the  good 
behaviour  of  such  person,  could  be  legal- 
ly required  ?" 

On  the  question  being  handed  to  the 
Judges,  their  Opinion  was  delivered  to 
the  house  by  sir  James  Mansfiefd,  lord 
chief  justice  of  the  Common  Pleas.  Hig 
lordship  began  by  observing,  that  it  was 
now  fifty  years  since  he  had  b«en  made  a 
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member  of  the  profession  of  the  law,  and 
he*had  aever  during  ail  that  time  doubted 
or  heard  a  doubt  started  of  the  right  of  the 
coart  of  King's  Bench  now  called  in  ques- 
tion. Many  cases  had  been  cited  which 
it  was  not  his  intention,  or  that  of  his 
brothefs,  to  enter  into.  A  sufficient  num- 
ber of  ii^tances  both  in  ancient  and  in 
modem  tiiaes,  bad  been  shown  to  proTe 
the  practLoe.  The  removal  of  persons  from 
their  friends  by  imprisonment  was  ofien 
unavoidable,  and  might  occur  in  either  of 
the  cases  specified.  The  judges  had  no 
doubt  whatever  upon  the  aothority  of  the 
court  to  send  persons  to  prisons  in  Eng- 
land, dther  than  those  specified  in  the 
question  referred  to  them.  As  to  the  se* 
cond  point  they  were  equally  of  opinion 
umuamously,  that  the  court  possessed  au- 
thority legally  to  require  such  sureties  for 
a  reasonable  time. 

Lord  Erskmc  could  not  act  so  unmanly 
a  part  as  to  avoid  giving  his  opinion.  He 
considered  the  appeal  by  writ  of  error 
as  a  grand  proof  of  the  excellence  of 
our  constitution,  wbich  in  so  many  ways 
provided  checks,  upon  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  the  land.  The  case  of  libel 
law  had  been  brought  as  near  perfection, 
as  was  perhaps,  possible :  though,  in  ear- 
lier life,  he  did  not  think  that  the  prac- 
tice of  the  courts  was  right  and  legal  in 
some  points,  yet  he  lived  to  see  it  rejoiedied. 
He  could  not  pretend  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  the  particular  case  of  punish- 
ment, as  that  was  not  before  him,  though 
he  must  say- that  it  was  a  strange  thin^  to 
be  forward  in  condemning  an  acquitting 
jury.  He  had  not  been  so  long  In  the 
profeswoa  as  the  venerable  judze  who  had 
jost  delivered  the  opinion  of  tne  Bench ; 
but  he  had  never  entertained  a  doubt 
of  the  power  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
upon  this  point  Had  he  even  done  so, 
he  should  most  certainly  have  availed  him- 
self of  many  opportunities  in  his  profes- 
sional practice,  &r  the  sake  of  those  clients 
who  had  put  themselves  under  his  protec- 
tion, to  bring  the  question  to  a. solemn  dis- 
cussion. 

A&er  a  fiiw  words  from  the  Lord  Can- 
cellor,  bis  lordshijp  put  the  question,  and 
the  Judgment  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Pench  was  unanimously  affirmed. 

HOUSE   OP   COMMONS. 

Thw^daj^  May  J  8. 

[MoHVMENT  to  Capt.  Harlxikge.]  Mr. 
£.   Vfuri^  in  rWiPg  ^  address  the  l^ou^ 


on  this  subject,  moved,  that  the  entry  on 
the  Journals  respecting  a  motion  to  the 
saraeetfiect  as  the  present  beread.  (Here  the 
Clerk  read  from  the  Journals  an  account  of 
the  debate  which  ensued  upon  the  motion 
for  erecting  a  monument  to  capt.  Faulkner, 
of  the  Blanche  frigate,  who  fell  in  action 
in  the  year  |795.  Upon  the  ground  of  a 
claim  from  general  services  the  motion 
was  rejected ;  but  upon  being  amend* 
ed  by  stating  his  services  as  performed 
towards  the  islands  of  Martinique  and 
Guadaloupe,  it  was  agreed  to).  The  hon. 
gent,  said,  that  on  this  occasion  he  rose  to 
move  a  great  national  honour  to  a  great 
national  hero.  He  trusted  no  one  would 
impute  to  him  any  affectation  of  doing 
himself  honour  by  coming  forward  as  he 
did.  With  reluctance  he  undertook  th« 
task,  and  was  only  led  to  do  so  from  the 
adventitious  circumstances  of  situation.  He 
felt  it 'here  necessary  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  gallant  services  of 
c^t.  Hardinge.  Thoi^h  he  was  but  a 
stripling  in  years,  yet  he  was  a  veteran 
in  achievements.  His  short  career  was 
marked  by  the  most  briliia^  exploits,  and 
in  every  service  and  upon  every  occasior^ 
he  met  with  merited  approbation  from  his 
commanders.  He  had  served  under  that 
distinguished  ofiicer  sir  S.  Spaith,  at  the 
siege  of  Acre.  He  next  served  with  capt. 
Miller,  and  was  reserved  by  fate  for  more 
important  services  to  his  country  at  the 
time  that  brave  o0icer  was  blown  up  in  his 
vessel.  The  next  situation  in  which  capt. 
Hardinge  would  be  found  was  the  com- 
mand of  a  gun-boat  on  the  coast  of  Egypt, 
and  here  his  peculiar  merits  acquired  for 
him  the  reward  of  a  gold  medal.  After 
this  he  was  raised  to  the  command  of  the 
Terror  bomb,  at  the  bon^bardraent  of 
Granville,  on  the  coast  of  France.  To 
his  2^al  and  ability  on  this  occasion  sir  J. 
Saumarez  bore  the  most  ample  teltimony 
in  the  report  which  he  made  of  it.  The 
vessel  in  which  he  served  having  been 
rendered  unfit  by  the  damages  she  re- 
ceived* capt.  Hardinge  was  next  promoted 
to  the  Scorpion  sloop  of  war.  In  this 
vessel  he  acquired  considerable  fame  by 
cutting  out  from  a  port  on  the  coast  of 
HoIUimI  the  At^lanta' gun-brig,  a  vessel  of 
far  superior  force.  This  service  was  the 
more  brillianjt  as  it  was  performed  by  his 
boats  f  nly.  Apd  here  it  would  be  an  act  of 
injustice  to  pass  over  the  merits  of  eapt. 
Perry,  who  assisted  in  the  enterprize,  hav- 
ing put  himself  under  the  command  of 
capt.  Hardinge.    The  modesty  .of  capt* 
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Hardinge,  in  his  account  of  this  traiinc- 
tion,  did  not  form  the  least  worthy  trait 
in  it.  But  his  comn^anding  oBicer  (lord 
£eitb}  did  not  however  overlook  the  ser> 
Tice  performed,  because  it  was  modestly 
represented,  and  accordingly  it  would  h^ 
found  that  in  his  dispatch  on  that  occasion 
he  gave  full  scope  to  the  <lictates  of  his 
feeling,  in  the  representation  which  he 
made  of  the  service  performed  by  cap- 
tains Hardinge  and  Perry.  There  was 
another  circumstance  in  this  transaction 
which  the  hon.  gent,  could  not  help  men- 
tioning. It  seems  that  the  Dutch  captain 
having  defended  with  conduct  and  valour 
his  vessel  to  the  last  extremity,  refused 
every  proffer  of  safety  which  was  made  to 
him,  and  died  like  a  hero  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty.  Such  was  the  assimilation  of 
feeling,  that  the  gallant  capt.  Hardinge 
could  never  mention  this  occurrence  with- 
out bursting  into  tears.  The  subsequent, 
and  unfortunately  for  his  country,  the  last 
service  performed  by  this  brave  officer, 
was  when  in  command  of  the  San  Fio- 
renzo  frigate,  he  wsfs  placed  under  the 
orders  of  sir  Edward  Pel  tew  in  the  Indian 
seas,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce 
in  that  quarter.  The  enemy  had  employ- 
ed in  those  seas  for  a  long  time,  a  class  of 
frigates  whose  object  was  not  so  much  di- 
rected to  special  hostile  encounters  with  the 
same  description  of  force,  as  to  a  general 
system  of  commercial  depredation.  Of 
these  frigates  there  was  one  (La  Piedmou- 
taise)  mounting  fifty  ffuns,  and  furnished 
with  a  complement  of  French  sailors  and 
Lascars,  not  less  than  506,  She  was 
in  fact  the  terror  of  those  seas.  In 
the  month  of  March,  1803,  the  good 
fortune  of  capt.  Hardinge  brought  him 
near  this  vessel,  in  his  ship  of  a  far  inferior 
force,  mounting  no  more  than  38  guns,  and 
manned  with  no  more  than  150  men.  The 
motion  which  ensued  was  not  one  in  which 
either  victory  or  death  was  the  conse- 
quence of  a  moment,  for  it  lasted  three 
days.  On  the  first  day,  in  con^equejice  of 
her  damages,  the  ship  under  capt.  Hard- 
inge's  command  was  obliged  to  fall  back 
in  order  to  repair.  The  Frenchman  did 
the  same,  and  took  that  occasion  to  sheer 
off.  On  other  minds  this  circumstance 
may  have  operated  far  differently  than  it 
did  on  the  mind  of  capt.  Hardinge.  After 
having  refitted,  he  proceeded  not  out  of 
the  enemy's  course,  but  again  came  up 
with  and  engaged  him.  The  result  of  this 
action  deprived  the  service  of  a  most  gal- 
lant and  distinguished  '•flacer.  Tb«  hon* 
V»L.  XIV, 


gent,  could  not  here,  he  said,  neglect  to 
pay  the  deserved  tribute  to  the  exertions 
of  lieut.  Dawson,  who  seconded  with  vigour 
and  eflect  the  operations  of  his  lamented 
officer.  The  hon.  gent,  felt  that  the  ad- 
dress he  was  now  making  was  directed  to 
an  assembly  composed  of  those  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  acts  by  which  a  gra- 
titude for  and  admiration  of  such  acts  were 
to  be  created  in  posterity.  They  were 
men  who  knew  how  to  appreciate '  the  in- 
centives to  casting  ofi'a  life  of  luxurious  ease^ 
and  embracing  the  rugged  duties  of  a  life 
devoted  to  the  service.  It  was  well  known 
also  what  feelings  were  entertained  oit 
this  head  at  periods  ^of  the  remotest  anti- 
quity.— After  hiving  read  the  account  of 
this  last  gallant  exploit  performed  by  capt. 
Hardinge,  as  transmitted  officially  by  sir 
Edward  Peliew,  the  hon.  gent,  called  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  request  made 
by  sir  J.  Mackenzie,  a  man,  who  well 
knew  how  to  estimate  true  glory  and 
great  achievements;  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Bombay  would  erect  a  monument  to 
the  gallant  capt.  Hardinge.  He  also 
noticed  the  letter  of  gen.  Maitland,  gover- 
nor of  f  eylon,  which  spoke  in  the  strong- 
est commendatory  terms  of  the  services 
performed  by  the  fallen  hero.  Those  tes- 
timonials must  be  highly  pleasing  to  the 
friends  of  capt.  Hardinge.  Admiral  Ty- 
ler stated  his  ardent  wish  that  tt  monu- 
ment should  be  erected  to  the  memory  of 
this  distinguished  officer.  A- great  and  il- 
lustrious commander  (earl  St.  Vincent),  in 
his  letter  on  this  occasion,  broke  out  into- 
most  rapturous  expressions  on  the  bravery 
and  conduct  of  so  young  a  man.  The 
hon.  gent,  felt  it  necessary  to  state  what 
he  did,  as  some  dissent  to  his  proposition 
might  arise.  He  trusted,  however,  that  if 
any  dissent  did  take  place,  it  would  be 
only  created  by  an  adherence  to  the  cold 
forms  of  office.  It  would  be  seen  that 
capt.  Faulkner  was  rewarded  for  a  single 
action.  It  was  not  his  wish  by  extending 
the  grant  of  honours  by  any  means  to 
cheapen  them. — The  hon.  gent,  concluded 
by  moving,  "  That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  his  majesty,  praying  that 
he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct  that 
a  monument  be  erected  in  the  cathedral 
church  of  St.  Paul,  London,  to  the  memory 
of  capt.  George  Nicholas  Hardinge,  of  the 
San  Fiorenzo  frigate,  as  a  reward  for 
the  services  performed  by  him  in  the 
course  of  a  short  but  gallant  life,  and  par- 
ticularly for  the  protection  he  afifbrded  to 
the  Indian  trade,  tnsttcceisiveections  wiUift 
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Tassel  of  superior  force,  in  the  month  of 
March  1808;  and  his  majesty's  faithful 
Commons  will  make  good  the  expences  at- 
tendant on  the  same. 

Mr.  Windhatn  felt  himself  under  the  ne- 
cessity, however  reluctantly,  of  opposing 
the  motion ;  because,  if  once  the  princi- 
ple were  to  grow  into  practice  of  voting  a 
monument  to  every  officer  whose  valour 
might  lead  to  a  loss  of  his  life  in  actions 
with  single  ships  or  frigates,  not  only 
would  the  claims  upon  the  country  Gecome 
innumerable  (such  was  the  prominent  va- 
lour of  our  naval  officers),  but  the  thing 
from  its  frequency  would  cease  to  be, 
what  it  now  was,  an  honourable  distinction, 
the  very  rarity  of  which  constituted  its 
chief  value.  This  was  not  the  kind  of  case 
in  which  the  country  had  been  accustomed 
to  vote  monuments ;  it  was  not  that  great 
and  signal  victory  of  vast  national  import- 
ance, by  which  the  gratitude  and  the  en- 
thusiasm of  the  country  were  wound  up  to 
such  a  pitch,  as)  in  fact  to  run  before  the 
house  in  the  wi^h  of  distinguishing  the 
memory  of  the  deceased. 

Lord  Castldrcagh  said,  that  on  occasions 
luch  as  the  present,  it  had  been  the  inva- 
riable practice  of  parliament  to  vote  its 
thanks  to  those  who  distinguished  them- 
selves in  the  service.  There  was  a  class  of 
actions  which  he  said  was  not  at  all  infe- 
rior m  importance  to  those  of  a  general 
nature,  he  meant  actions  between  indivi- 
dual vessels.  There  was  no  species  of 
-  merit  greater  than  that  of  individuals,  on 
such  occasions.  In  the  present  instance, 
death  ensuied  to  the  individual,  but  it  was 
death  connected  with  victory,  and  met  by 
the  opposition  of  an  inferior  to  a  supe- 
rior force.  The  principle  of  the  present 
motion  he  should  consider  not  only  as 
fair,  but  extremely  advantageous  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  navy.  Had  it  not  been 
brought  forward  by  his  hon.  friend,  he 
would  himself  most  eagerly  have  under- 
taken it. 

Mr.  Wilhcrforce  concurred  in  the  origi- 
nal motion,  and  thought  the  country  had 
no  ground  lor  disagreeable  sensations,  in 
the  apprehension  of  such  a  consequence 
as  that  predicted  by  the  right  hon.  gent. ; 
namely,  that  if  we  were  to  vote  too  fre- 
quently distinctions  of  thi^sort,  we  were 
in  danger  of  being  overwhelmed  with  mo-' 
numents  to  the  brave,  whose  valour  would 
call  for  such  honourable  distinction  in 
death.  On  the  contrary,  he  feared  we 
were  rather  too  niggardly  of  our  honour- 
able distinctions  to  the  army  and  navy. 


and  he  only  regretted  that  the  plan  for 
establishing  distinct  orders  of  honour  in 
the  navy,  which  was  arranged,  digested, 
and  every  thing  but  adopted  by  his  late 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  previous  to 
his  death,  was  not  now  in  operation. 

Mr.  W,  Adam  followed  upon  the  sam« 
side,  and  said,  that  it  had  been  admitted 
that  since  the  year  1760,  there  had  been 
but  four  instances  of  the  same  service. 
Had  captain  Hardinge  survived  that  glo- 
rious victory,  his  majesty  no  doubt  would 
have  made  him  an  object  of  the  royal  fa- 
vour :  as  he  had  fallen,  that  house  ought 
not  to  refuse  him  the  only  mark  of  public 
gratitude,  that  they  now  could  confer 
upon  his  memory. 

Mr.  Marryat  thought,  that  if  they  were 
to  erect  monuments  to  every  heroic  officer 
that  fell  in  the  service,  they  would  have 
to  raise  buildings,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
contain  their  monuments. 

Mr.  C.  Wyfm  professed  as  high  a  sense 
of  the  merits  of  captain  Hardinge,  as  any 
gentlemen  who  heard  him  ;  but  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  draw  some  line  of  distinc- 
tion. Captain  Cook  had  got  no  monu- 
ment; captain  Farmer,  who  was  blown  up 
in  his  ship,  the  Quebec,  disdaining  to  quit 
his  post,  though  inevitable  death  was  the 
result,  had  got  no  monument.  He  could 
not  agree  to  this  motion,  though  at  the 
same  time  he  did  not  wish  to  give  it  a  di- 
rect negative.  He  should  therefore  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Long  supported  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Curwm  thought  it  would  be  cruel 
to  stop  the  practice  in  this  particular  case. 
The  respect  of  the  country  to  their  me- 
mories was  the  only  reward  which  the 
brave  men  who  fell  in  its  defejnce  could 
receive. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  did  not  conceive  by  the 
present  vote,  that  the  value  of  the  honour 
would  be  at  all  diminished.  He  thought 
the  monument  ought  to  be  voted,  and  that 
unanimously  and  honourably. 

Adm'irsLl  Mdrkham  bore  his  testimony  to 
the  particular  merits  of  captain  Hardinge. 

After  a  few  words- from  sir  C.  Pole,  and 
Mr.  Whitbread,  the  previous  question  was 
negatived  without  a  division,  and  the  vot« 
for  the  monumetit  was  carried  nem,  con, 

[Divorce  Bills.]  Lord  Porchater  rose 
to  move,  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  inspect  the  Journals  of  the  house  of 
lords  as  far  as  related  to  any  Standing  Or- 
der with  respect  to  the  introduction  of  Di- 
vorce Bills  into  the  upper  house.  He 
commented  at  some  length  on  the  hard- 
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ship  of  prohibiting  any  Divorce  Bill  from 
being  admitted  into  the  house  of  lords,  un- 
less such  bill  contained  a  clause  prohibit- 
ing the  intermarriage  of  the  criminal 
parties.  This»  the  noble  lord  contended, 
was  calling  upon  an  individual  to  mix  and 
confound  his  own  particular  interests  with 
an  alledged  great  public  object ;  it  was 
riolating  that  just  principle  of  regulation 
observed  in  the  lower  house,  by  which  a 
certain  time  was  appropriated  to  private 
business,  and  the  rest  to  public.  He 
tboueht,  too,  that  it  was  a  measure  of  un- 
paralleled cruelty  to  some  individuals,  who 
would  be  thereby  deprived  of  all  hope, 
and  abandoned  to  a  life  of  despair,  exclu- 
sion and  penance,  that  th^  hardiest  of  their 
seducers  would  shrink  .from  the  bare  con- 
templation of;  besides  that,  there  was  in 
the  nature  of  such  an  Order  an  unwarrant- 
able interference  with  the  privileges  of 
that  house.  He  concluded  by  moving, 
**  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inspect 
the  Lords'  Journals  for  any  Standing  Order 
adopted  in  the  present  session  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Divorce  Bills." 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  could 
not  follow  the  noble  lord's  argument  to 
the  conclusion  which  had  been  drawn  from 
it.  The  alarm  which  the  noble  lord  de- 
sired to  excite  on  this  subject  appeared  to 
him  most  unfounded.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  lords  had  the  power  to  in- 
ti:oduce  such  a  clause  into  a  bill,  without 
any  Standuig  Order  ;  and  this  house  had 
nothing  further  to  do  witli  it  than  to  can- 
vass the  propriety  of  the  clause  when  it 
came  up  in  any  bill.  The  order,  he  said, 
did  not  provide  that  the  bill  should  not  go 
out  of  the  house  without  such  a  clause ; 
but  went  merely  to  regulate  the  mode  in 
which  Divorce  Bills  should  be  introduced. 
The  lords  bad  done  nothing  more  than 
abridge  their  own  privileges  to  a  certain 
extent.  Both  houses  were  perfectly  com- 
petent to  reajulate  their  own  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding. They  had  nothing  to  do  with 
hills  till  they  came  before  them.  This 
was  a  regulation  binding  merely  upon  the 
lords  themselves.  He  'therefore  objected 
to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Pcmsontn/  thought  the  stile  of  argu- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  gent,  very  extraor- 
dinary. He  said  that  it  was  a  regulation 
as  to  the  introduction  of  bills^  but  the 
meaning  was,  that  no  bill  should  go  out  of 
the  house  of  lords  without  such  a  clause. 
The  object  was,  to  compel  this  house  ei- 
ther to  do  individual  injustice  by  rejecting 
a  bin>  or  to  pass  it  with  this  clause.    This, 


therefore,  wak  an  attempt  to  force  legisla- 
tion on  the  house  of  commons.  It  was  a 
general  measure  of  legislation;  and  an  at* 
tempt  to  force  this  house  to  legislate  ac<* 
cording  to  the  views  of  the  house  of  lords. 
This  was  a  most  unconstitutional  proceed- 
ing, highly  derogatory  to  the  other  bran- 
ches of  parliament,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
sented by  this  house. 

Mr.  Windham  contended,  that  the  mo^ 
tion  oiight  to  be  adopted,  in  order  to  ses 
what  the  exact  nature  of  the  order  was. 
If  it  should  be  found  that  it  had  any  effect 
on  the  privileges  of  this  house,  then  this 
house  would  have  to  consider  how  it 
should  defend  itself.  He  argued  strongly 
upon  the  unfairness  of  not  being  permitt- 
ed to  discuss  any  individual  case,  without 
being  shackled  by  such  a  clause  as  this. 
No  evil  could  arise  from  an  inquiry  into 
the  nature  of  the  case ;  and  there  was  suf- 
ficient ground  to  authorize  such  an  in- 
quiry. 

mt,  Bathwst  said,  that  the  house  would 
have  to  discuss  every  bill  on  its  own  me- 
rits. If  the  clause  in  question  should  bs 
rejected,  then  the  lords  themselves  would 
have  to  consider  whether  they  would  sa- 
crifice the  principle  or  the  views  of  the 
parties.  Tne  inconvenience  rested  with 
the  lords  themselves,  and  not  with  this 
house. 

Mr.  C.  Wym  observed,  that  while  this 
was  confined  to  bills  originating  in  the 
house  of  lords,  he  saw  no  objection  to  it. 
Both  houses  had  a  right  to  regulate  its  own 
proceedings.  But  these  bills  might  origi- 
nate in  this  house  ;  and  the  words  of  ths 
order  were,  that  the  lords  would  not  en- 
tertain any  bill  without  such  a  clause.  I^ 
was  possible,  therefore,  that  they  might 
apply  to  bills  sent  from  this  house.  For 
this  reason  h^  would  vote  for  the  motion. 

Sir  S.  Romilfy  contended,  that  the  spirit 
of  the  order  must  be,  that  the  lords  would 
not  in  any  way  entertain  a  bill  of  Divorce 
without  such  a  clause.  To  pro  vie  this,  hs 
quoted  the  rules  with  respect  to  Naturali- 
zation Bills.  If  it  could  be  supposed  that 
this  was  the  meaning  of  the  order,  then  \% 
was  a  most  serious  measure,  and  ought  to 
be  examined.  The  difficulty  on  this  housa 
would  be  extreme,  as  they  would  be^called 
upon  in  every  particular  case,  to  beware, 
because,  if  they  rejected  this  clause  the 
bill  would  be  thrown  oyt.  He  was  sur- 
prised at  the  objection  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
The  object  was  to  see  what  the  order  was. 
At  present  it  appeared  to  be  an  attempt 
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b5''  the  house  of  lords  to  legislate  on  an  im- 
portant point,  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  other  branches.  The  house  was  highly 
obliged  to  the  noble  lord  who  was  so  care- 
ful of  its  privileges,  when  by  the  course  of 
nature  he  had  a  prospect  of  spending  so 
great  a  portion  of  his  life  iu  the  other 
house. 

•  Mr.  H.  Smith  deprecated  the  injury  to 
which  individual  parties  might  be  subject 
by  a  diflerence  of  opinion  between  the  two 
houses  of  parliament  on  an  abstract  ques- 
tion. With  a  view  of  giving  an  opportu- 
nity for  an  assimilation  of  their  senti- 
ments, he  should  vote  for  the  motion  of 
the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  observed,  that  al- 
though the  lords,  by  their  Standing  Order, 
declared  that  they  would  not  receive  a 
Divorce  Bill  without  a  clause  to  prevent 
the  guilty  parties  from  intermarrying, 
they  had  not  declared  that  they  would  not 
receive  such  a  bill  from  the  house  of  com- 
mons. It  was  fairly  to  be  presumed  that 
they  meant  to  confine  the  influence  of 
.  their  Order  to  bills  originating  in  their 
own  house.  Conceiving  that  the  noble 
lord  had  not  made  out  any  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  house,  as  having  been  at- 
tempted by  the  lords,  he  should  give  his 
negative  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Barham  could  not  conceive  that  the 
lords  would  have  been  so  foolish  as  to 
make  a  Standing  Order  without  intending 
that  it  should  have  its  cliect.  That  pur- 
posed effect  appeared  to  him  evidently  to 
be,  that  no  Divorce  Bill  should  pass  them 
without  such  a  clause  as  the  one  alluded  to. 
If,  however,  their  object  were  confined  to 
prevent  the  introduction  merely  of  a  Di- 
vorce Bill,  without  the  clause  in  question, 
«ttH  he  conceived  that  the  step  taken  by 
them  was  highly  objectionable.  Advert- 
ing to  the  principle  of  the  standing  order 
itself,  he  expressed  his  disapprobation  of 
it,  and  his  conviction  that  it  would  not  con- 
tribute to  the  cause  of  morality. 

After  a  short  reply  from  lord  Porchester, 

and  a  few  words  from  Mr.  G.  Johnstone  in 

favour  of  the    motion,  a    division  took 

place.  For  the  motion    .    -    -    -     4S 

Against  it       ....     -     07 

Majority  against  the  Committee — 24 

[Bill  for  preventing  Seditious  Meet- 
ings.] The  Attorney-General  rose,  in  pur- 
•uance  of  his  notice,  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  Act  of  the 
3§thofGeo.  S,  which  respected  Seditious 
and  Treasonable  Societies.  His  object 
%ould  be  to  stnke  oat  of  that  act  certain 


words  which  referred  to  the  act  of  tht 
36th  George  3,  respecting  houses  where 
debating  societies  were  held,  on  subjects 
therein  specified,  and  where  money  was 
received  at  the  doors  without  a  licence ; 
which  houses  were  declared  disorderly. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  supposed  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  would  not  havt 
brought  forward  a  proposition  of  this  na- 
ture without  having  some  good  end  in 
view;  although  he  professed  himself  per- 
fectly at  a  loss  to  comprehend  his  mean- 
ing, and  requested  he  would  have  the 
goodness,  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and 
his  friends  near  him^  to  be  a  little  morv 
explicit. 

The  Attorney  GenertU  entered  into  a 
more  detailed  explanation  of  his  object. 
By  the  act  of  the  36th  of  George  3,  it  had 
been  enacted,  that  houses  where  debating 
societies  were  held  on  certain  subjects 
therein  described,  and  where  money  was 
received  at  the  doors,^ should  be  licenced  ; 
and  that  those  houses  in  which  such  de- 
bates were  held,  and  where  money  was 
received  at  the  doors,  without  a  licence, 
should  be  punished  as  disorderly.  By  thd 
act  of  *J9  Geo.  3»  it  was  enacted,  that 
where  debating  societies  of  the  description 
alluded  to  were  held,  and  money  received, 
and  where  the  houses  in  which  they  were 
held  had  no  licence,  those  houses  should 
be  deemed  disorderly,  "  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  30th  of  George  S." — Now,  if  tht 
3f)th  of  George  3,  had  created  the  offence 
of  disorderly  houses,  then  the  signification 
of  those  words  would  have  been  plain,  and 
it  would  have  only  been  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  36th  for  a  definition  oi  the 
term  ;  but  that  was  not  the  case.  The 
3yth  of  George  3,  had  full  operation,  as 
declaring  what  was  disorderly,  and  what 
was  punishable,  although  the  J^th  were 
out  of  the  case.  Bat  as  l)e  ^ronderstood 
that  by  the  introduction  of  the  words  re- 
ferring to  the  36th,  doubts  had  arisen  with 
respect  to  the  meaning  of  the  39th,  his 
object  wa^to  repeat  those  words,  and  leavt 
the  39th  without  them. 

Mr.  Whitbread  would  have  an  opportu- 
nity, on  the  second  reading,  of  stating  his 
opmion  of  the  bill.  At  the  same  time  he 
must  observe,  that  he  thought  the  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman  must  have 
some  cases  to  state  to  the  house  as  the 
ground  of  h»s  motion,  or  he  would  not,  after 
the  lapse  of  ten  years,  touch  so  delicate  a 
question.  He  did  not  mean  to  dissent 
ffom  the  motion  for  bringing  in  the  bill ; 
but  he  begged  not  to  be  understood  ai 
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precluded  by  that  from-oppostng  the  mea- 
lare  many  fatare  stage,  HTIt  should  appear 
to  him  to  be  objectionable. — Leave  was 
then  given  to 'bring  in  the  bill. 

[Mr.   Cubwen's  Rbfohw   BiLt.]     Mr. 

Curwen  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 

Seats  in  Parliament  Bill.  The  bill  was  then 

'  read  a  second  time^  and  on  the  question 

that  it  be  committed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Bxchequtr  stated, 
that  he  thought  it  right  to  take  that  oppor- 
tunity of  mentioning  to  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, and  to  the  house,  the  objections 
which  pressed  upon  his  mind  as  to  this  bill. 
He  should  not  say  that  these  objections 
might  not  be  obviated  ;  but  he  (elt  it  de- 
sirable to  state  them  in  that  instance,  in 
order  to  gfve  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of 
turning  them  in  their  minds,  with  a  view 
to  obviate  them  if  possible.  His  first  ob- 
jection applied  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  bill  described  the  offence  ;  his  next 
objection  was,  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
o£fenee  was  to  be  punished  ;  and  his  third 
objection  was  against  the  manner,  in  which 
by  a  precautionary  provision,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the 
offence.  If  the  bill  were  to  pass  in  its 
then  fornv  it  would  comprehend  a  variety 
both  of  acts  and  conduct,  which  he  was 
persuaded  had  never  been  in  contempla- 
tion of  the  honourable  framer.  It  would 
apply  not  only  to  the  sale  of  seats  in  that 
house,  but  to  the  sale  of  property  or  inter- 
ests, which  might  give  influence  in  the 
return  of  members  to  that  house.  If  this 
bill  were  to  pass,  no  burgage  tenures 
could  be  sold,  nor  any  property  that  would 
carry  with  it  influence  at  an  election, 
without  incurring  the  penalties  of  the  bill. 
This  was  an  insurmountable  objection'  to 
it  in  its  present  form.  Besides,  it  would 
act  prospectively  and  retrospectively,  di- 
rectly and  indirectly,  so  that  no  man  who 
had  a  vote .  at  an  election,  could  at  any 
time  receive  a  iavour  from  a  member. 
This  was  an  operation  of  the  bill,  which 
he  was  convinced  had  never  entered  into 
the  mind  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
He  had  himself  turned  his  thoughts  to  the 
bill,  and  discovered  difficulties  which 
could  not  be  obviated  without  getting  rid 
of  several  clauses  which  the  honourable 
member  wished  to  retain.  It  was  not  a 
satisfactory  answer  to  say  that  a  jury 
would  not  construe  the  act  to  extend  to 
such  cases  as  were  not  obviously  in- 
tended to  bias  the  particular  election. 
The  house  should  not  leave  that  to  a  jury 
to  decide,  and  besides  it  was  highly  ob- 


jectionable- to  legislate  penalty  without  a 
precise  and  definite  exactment.  With 
respect  to  the  manner  in  which  the  punish* 
ment  was  to  be  regulated,  he  could  hot 
conceive,  until  the  blanks  should  be  filled 
up,  how  that  was  to  be  settled ;  whether 
the  question  was  to  i)e  sent  to  the  €Oort» 
of  law,  without  any  limitation  of  time,  and 
not  referred  to  a  committee  of  that  house. 
Btit  he  doubted,  whether  that  house  would 
consent,  under  any  circumstances,  to  com- 
mit questions  of  that  description*coRCem<' 
ing  me  validity  of  seats  within  its  walls,  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  common 
law^.  His  next  objection  was  to  the  oath. 
If  an  oath  was  to  be  introduced,  it  ought 
to  be  precise,  so  that  what  members  were 
to  swear  should  be  clearly  and  distinctly 
known,  and  he  was  sure  the  house  would 
not  admit  any  other  form  into  the  bill. 
What  would  have  been  the  situation  of 
members  under  the  treating  act,  if  there- 
had  been  such  an  oath  as  first  proposed  in 
this  bill,  when  what  one  committee  de^ 
cided  not  to  be  an  oflence  against  the  act, 
another  committee  declared  to  be  an 
oflence,  so  that  if  the  oath  were  to  have 
been  imposed,  the  same  act  would  in  onr 
case  prove  perjury,  which  in  another  would 
be  wholly  innocent.  He  had  thought  if 
incumbent  upon  him  to  state  these  objec- 
tions to  the  house,  not  with  any  idea  of 
giviqg  opposition  to  the  bill,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  gentlemen  an  opportu* 
nity  of  obviating  them  if  possible. 

Mr.  Cvrwen  congratulated  the  house  that 
the  objections  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  were 
not  to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  What  the 
ri^t  hon.  gent  said,  had  certainly  con* 
siderable  weight  with  him.  It  was  never 
in  his  intention  to  destroy  the  right  of  dis- 
posing of  burgage  tenure,  because  that 
would  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  right 
to  dispose  of  freeholds.  But  when  the  bill 
should  come  into  the  committee,  he  hoped 
that  means  would  be  devised  to  get  rid  of 
all  the  difficulties  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
gent.  As  to  the  Oath,  he  thought  it  ought 
not  to  be  imposed  in  the  detail,  if  not  in 
the  wholesale.  At  all  events,  nothing  could 
tend  so  much  to  set  that  house  right  with 
the  public,  as  to  shew  that  no  persons 
could  get  improperly  into  it.  If  parliament 
did  not  reform  itself,  it  would,  according 
to  the  saying  of  a  great  man,  be  reformed 
with  a  vengeance  from  without.  When 
abuses  were  proved  to  exist,  it  would  add 
to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  people,  if  the 
necessary  remedies  should  not  be  applied 
to  correct  them. 
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.  Mr.  Windham  thought,  that  his  honour- 
able friend,  when  his  bill  had  been  suffer- 
ed to  take  its  chance  for  a  second  reading, 
haxl  no  occasion  to  make  the  harangue  he 
had  delivered,  or  to  utter  the  menaces 
against  that  house  with  which  his  speech 
concluded.  He  had  himself  determined 
to  remain  till  the  question  of  the  second 
reading  of  this  bill,  though  he  was  jealous 
of  its  progress.  He  wouhl  not  admit  that 
parliament  had  lost  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  at  least  of  the  thinking  part  of  the 
public  ;  and  he  did  not  allow  that  the  cor- 
ruptions alluded  to  by  his  hon.  friend  ex- 
isted, at  any  I'ate  not  in  the  sense  in  which 
his  hon.  friend  said  they  did.  He  had 
risen  only  to  protest  against  the  harangue 
of  his  hon.  friend,  and  to  lay  in  his  claim 
to  an  unfettered  exercise  of  his  judgment 
upon  the  merits  of  his  bill. 

Mr.  Bathurst  thought,  that  when  the 
house  had  agreed  to  the  second  reading,  it 
sanctioned  the  principle  of  the  bill ;  and 
that  they  had  a  right  to  know  from  his 
right  hon.  friends,  whether  they  thought 
the  abuses  proposed  to  be  remedied  by 
this  bill  were  such  as  ought  to  be  corrected. 
He  considered  the  house  as  placed  in  a 
situation  in  which  it  had  never  been  be- 
fore. It  was  new  to  parliament  to  have 
the  practices  proposed  to  be  corrected  by 
thisbill  admitted  within  that  house.  This 
bill  was  not  to  interfere  with  the  sale  of 
property;  neither  would  it  touch,  in  the 
remotest  degree,  the  question  respecting  a 
reform  in  the  representation  in  that  house. 
It  was  intended  to  correct  an  evil  acknow- 
led^d  to  exist,  and  upon  which  the  house 
hada  right  to  expect  an  opinion  from  his 
majesty's  ministers.  As  to  the  first  objec- 
tion of^^  his  right  hon.  friend,  it  might  be 
got  over  by  leaving  out  a  few  words. 
The  other  objections  also,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, might  be  got  rid  of  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dermis  Brcnme  was  of  opinion  that 
parliament  had  not  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  public ;  and  if  it  had,  this  bill  was  not 
calculated  to  retrieve  it,  for  it  had  not  met 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Solon  and  Ly- 
curgus  of  the  Crown  and  Anchor. 

Mr.  Curwen,  in  explanation,  stated,  that 
he  had  not  been  present  at  the  meeting  at 
the  Crown  and  Anchor. 

Lord  Folkestone  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  argue  with  the  right  hon.  gent, 
whether  the  house  had  or  had  not  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  country.  The  right 
hon.  ffent.  had  not  lately  been  found  in 
attendance  on  the  debates  of  the  house, 
and  probably  from  that  circumstance,  and 


from  his  having  spent  more  of  his  tim« 
among  the  public,  he  esteemed  himself 
better  qualified  to  speak  as  to  the  degree 
of  confidence  the  public  reposed  in  that 
house.  The  right  hon.  gent,  probably 
knew  that  the  house,  by  the  votes  they  had 
lately  come  to,  had  procured  universal 
approbation  and  applause,  and  stood  higher 
than  it  had  ever  done  at  any  former  period 
in  the  public  estimation.  His  lordship 
doubted  not  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  found 
all  this  to  be  the  case,  during  the  time  he 
had  been  absent  from  the  house.  He 
(lord  Folkestone)  however  would  tell  hint 
what  had  passed  here  during  the  intei*val 
of  his  absence.  A  question  had  been 
brought  forward,  charging  some  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  with  bargaining  for  a^id 
selling  Seats  in  that  house;  and  so  far 
from  being  denied,  the  offence  was  endea- 
voured to  be  palliated  and  extenuated. 
Farther,  various  members  professed  their 
belief  of  the  existence  of  a  train  of  abuses 
of  the  kind,  and  the  investigation  Into  them 
was  not  gone  into,  because  it  was  even 
held  out  that  all  the  public  men  in  the 
house  would  be  found  to  have  been  im- 
plicated. If  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
heard  these  things,  and  moreover  had  been 
informed,  that  they  were  as  clear  and 
notorious  as  the  sun  at  noon  day,  the  noble 
lord  left  it  to  him  to  say,  if  the  present 
bill  was  the  effect  of  popular  clamour. 

Mr.  Lockhart  should  object  to  this  mea- 
sure if  it  were  intended  to  stop  here,  and 
allow  the  rotten  boroughs  to  be  held  by 
their  present  tenures.  He  had  always 
been  of  opinion  that  a  moderate  reform 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  understood  the  discussion 
of  the  prir)ciple  of  the  bill  to  have  been 
postponed  till  the  question  for  the  Speak- 
er's leaving  the  chair.  Many  members, 
he  was  convinced,  were  now  absent  on 
that  understanding. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow. 

[Lotteries.]  Mr.  Wharton  brought 
up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Whithread  restated  his  objections  to 
Lotteries,  and  declared  his  determination  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  house  on  the  Resolu- 
tion on  this  subject.  A  Committee  had 
been  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  and 
after  a  laborious  investigation  their  report 
had  been  unfavourable.  There  was  an 
argument  advanced  on  the  other  side,  that 
such  was  the  spirit  pf  gambling  existing 
in  the  country^  that  whether  ^arliamen^ 
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sanctioned  it  or  not,  it  must  produce  the 
efifect  complained  of.  For  his  part,  he 
thought  that  as  far  as  this  spirit  of  gam- 
bling was  directed  to  Lotteries,  parliament 
could  easily  devise  a  remedy,  as  they 
themselves  were  the  cause  of  the  mischief. 
It  was  the  government  themselves  tvho  en- 
couraged the  spirit  of  adventure  in 
lotteries,  which  had  produced  a'l  the  evils 
stated  in  the  Repoi*t  of  the  Committee. 
Nothing  could  be  more  injurious  in  a  coun- 
try where  habits  of  economy  and  sober 
industry  were  instilled  into  young  people 
as  the  sure  means  of  arriving  at  wealth, 
than  to  have  in  view  a  scheme  where 
wealth  was  not  to  be  earned  by  labour  or 
industry;  but  to  come  merely  from  for- 
tune. It  must  be  evident  to  ministers  that 
no  real  wealth  was  produced  to  the  coun- 
tiy  by  those  adventurers  in  the  Lottery. 
In  a  sober  and  religious  view»  of  the  sub- 
ject he  thought  it  most  improper  that  go- 
vernment should  countenance  the  distri- 
bution of  wealth  in  any  other  manner  than 
as  the  reward  of  merit.  The  government 
not  only  held  out  encouragement  to  the 
idle  to  hope  for  wealth  without  labour,  but 
also  held  out  encoui-agement  to  part  with 
all  they  had,  with  all  that  honestly  or  dis- 
honestly they  could  appropriate,  in  order 
to  be  in  fortune's  way.  The  many  evils 
that  resulted  from  lotteries  were  suf- 
ficiently apparent,  but  the  little  good  that 
was  to  be  derived  from  them  he  should 
now  take  into  his  consideration.  When  it 
was  proposed  that  300,000/.  should  be 
raised  in  the  way  of  lottery,  it  must  be 
considered,  that  a  million,  or  at  least  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds  were  actually 
taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  public,  and 
that  in  the  most  distressing  way  that  was 
possible.  In  that  point  of  view  alone  the 
tax  would  be  inexpedient,  if  it  were  not 
productive  of  vice  and  immorality  ;  but  it 
would  be  observed  that  a  very  great  degree 
of  vice  and  immorality  were  always  pro- 
duced by  the  lottery,  in  the  encourage- 
ment they  gave  to  insurance,  and  other 
speculations  contrary  to  law.  This  was  a 
defect  which  Mr,  Pitt  was  never  able  to 
remedy,  and  he  could  tell  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  to 
his  certain  knowledge  there  were  persons 
in  this  town  who  would  outstrip  him  in 
calculations  to  evade  the  penalties  of  any 
legislative  provisions  he  could  propose. 
If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
but  put  off  his  lottery  scheme  for  a  single 
year,  he  would  venture  to  say,  that  it 
would  be  easy  to  provide  for  any  defi- 


ciency that  might  be  occasioned  by  it. 
When  it  was  recollected,  that  our  whole 
expence  was  near  seventy  millions,  it  could 
not  be  supposed  that  a  deficiency  of 
300,000/.  could  be  seriously  felt,  or'  if  it 
was  felt,  it  could  be  easily  supplied  from 
some, source  that  did  not  affect  the  morals 
of  the  country.  There  were  now  many 
widows  and  orphans  who  bewailed  the  ruin 
that  was  brought  upon  them  by  the  lottery. 
Without  expatiating  on  the  quality  of  vice 
that  was  produced,  on  the  number  of  ser- 
vants and  apprentices  who  were  tempted 
to  rob  their  masters,  on  the  number  of 
fathers  of  families  who  were  induced  to 
spend  upon  wild  speculations  the  fund 
which  ought  to  have  provided  for  their 
children  ;  be  would  say,  that  there  was  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  vice  and  immorality 
proved  to  result « from  the  lottery,  that 
the  right  hon.  gent,  should  decline  to  pro- 
pose such  a  measure.  There  was  a  society 
existing  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice,  and 
he  understood  that  one  of  the  rules  of  thii 
society  was,  that  no  man  should  be  a  sup- 
pressor of  vice  unless  he  was  a  member  of 
the  established  church.  This  reflation 
would  certainly  be  highly  relished  by  the 
No- Popery  gentlemen  of*^  the  presi-nt  ad- 
ministration;  but  if  they  were  to  set  their 
faces  against  minor  offences,  and  yet  coun- 
tenance the  lottery,  it  would  be  like  cast- 
ing out  seven  devils  from  a  man,  when  a 
legion  of  other  devils  were  immediately  to 
enter.  He  believed  that  there  was  no- sin 
pointed  at  in  the  Decalogue  which  was  not 
encouraged  by  the  lottery.  It  was  a  spe- 
culation which  always  began  in  covetous- 
ness,  and  often  led  to  theft.  The  instances 
were  not  new,  where  murders,  and  particu- 
larly self  murder,  had  been  instigated  by 
losses  in  the  lottery.  A  person  had  been 
introduced  to  him  that  was  said  to  be  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  lotteries.  The 
man,  however,  would  not  .confess  to  him 
that  he  knew  any  thing  about  insurances, 
although  those  that  were  acq^uainted  with 
him  declared,  that  he  bad  been  three  times 
ruined  in  the  lottery.  The  lower  class  of 
the  people  were  dreadfully  deluded  by 
such  men  as  publicans  and  waiters  in  pub- 
lic houses,  who  were  always  ready  to  per- 
suade the  idle  to  adventure  in  the  lottery. 
'  The  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  and  many 
other  evils  much  to  be  regretted,  often 
proceeded  from  the  same  source.  Besides 
these  publicans  and  their  waiters,  there 
were  dreamers  of  dreams  and  calculators 
of  horoscopes,  who  also  deluded  the  igno- 
rant with  respect  to  lotteries.  -  The.  wholt 
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gain  that  was  stated  as  a  balance  for  so 
much  mischief,  was  the  300«000Z.  that  was 
to  be  gained  by  the  lottery.  '  Now,  he 
earnestly  recommended  that  this  sum 
should 'be  left  unprovided  for  until  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  if  it  were  then  found  that 
there  was  a  deficiency,  other  means  could 
be  taken  to  provide  for  it.  There  was  no 
of  remedying  the  evils  of  lot- 


teries. It  mij^ht  be  said  that  insurances 
might  be  stopped  by  cunning  informers, 
on  the  principle  of  *'  set  a  thief  to  catch  a 
thief,"  but  in  the  case  of  lotteries,  this 
maxim  did  not  hold,  for  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  all  ^ere  concerned  in  the 
delusive  scheme.  If  one  walked  in  the 
public  streets,  we  were  sure  to  meet  lot- 
tery^offices  that  called  themselves  pecu- 
liarly lucky,  and  enticed  the  ignorant  to 
lay  out  their  money  with  them.  This, 
and  all  the  other  ariilices  by  which  the. 
public  were  entrapped,  appeared  to  him 
to  be  evils  far  beyond  all  the  good  that 
lotteries  produced.  He  should  therefore 
•ppose  this  Resolution. 

Sir.T.  Turton  replied  to  the  arguments 
of  the  last  speaker.  He  did  not  conceive 
him  warranted,  on  good  grounds,  to  state 
that  alKthe  ills  he  detailed  arose  from  the 
lottery.  Neither  was  he  right  in  stating 
the  sum  accruing  to  government,  from  the 
lottery,  at  30(»,000/.  as  with  the  duties  on 
stamps,  &c.  it  amounted  to  700,000/.  All 
the  evils  mentioned  were  to  be  traced  to 
insurances,  and  these  the  hon.  gent,  would 
find  from  his  own  authorities  had  been  al- 
most done  away  within  the  last  few  years. 

Mr.  Windham  said  he  did  not  wish  to 
detain  the  house  by  going  into  a  detail  of 
the  measure,  but  he  believed  it  to  be  a  most 
i^andalous  and  injurious  way  of  raising 
money  upon  the  public.  That  a  lottery 
enfl^endered  vice  no  man  could  deny  ;  the 
seductions  were  strong  and  numerous,  and 
calculated  to  catch  the  lower  orders  of 
the  people,  whose  minds  were  as  weak  as 
their  passions  were  strong;  A  guinea  for 
a  shilling,  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  for 
twenty  were  allurements  they  could  not 
withstand.  His  feeling  had  ever  been  uni- 
form on  the  subject,  and  he  thought  the 
evil  so  great  that  nothing>but  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  state  could  justify  the  resorting 
to  lotteries.  If  it  were  at  an  earlier  period 
•f  the  practice,  he  should  certainly  vote 
against  lU  but  as  it  was  now  become  so  in- 
terv\oven  with  the  system  of  finance,  he 
saw  no  particular  advantage  in  opposing  it 
«i  present. 
^  The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  defended 


the  measure,  and  said  the  hoo.  gent  who 
opposed  it  (Mr.  Whitbread)  seemed  to 
argue,  that  if  this  species  of  gambling  was 
put  an  end  to,  it  would  stop  all  kind  of 
vice.  This  was,  howeve|[,  straining  the 
argument  much  further  than  it  would  bear. 
The  circumstances  of  misery  which  had 
been  alluded  to,  arose  not  out  of  lotteries, 
but  from  insurances,  and  could  never  be 
the  elfect  even  of  insurance  if  the  lottery 
were  drawn  in  one  day.  That  end  he 
thought  he  could  etfect,  and  the  course  he 
proposed  to  follow  was  to  confine  the 
drawing  to  that  period.  The  Little  Goes 
were  much  more  mischievous  than  the  lot* 
tery,  and  if  that  was  given  up  those  would 
be  greatly  multiplied.  He  had  considered 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  with  great 
attention,  and  he  could  by  no  mt* ans  see  the 
mischievous  results  which  the  hon.  gent, 
who  opposec^the  resolution  seemed  always 
to  have  in  his  view. 

Mr.  WUberforce  considered  the  Lottery 
peculiarly  objectionable,  because  it  diffus- 
ed a  spirit  of  gambling  among  the  people^ 
while  it  produced  no  benefit  to  the  public 
treasury  iu  any  degree  commensurate  to 
the  injury  it  inflicted  upon  the  interest  of 
the  community,  by  the  number  of  victims 
which  it  produced  ]  by  the  crowds  which 
it  deprived  of  the  means,  and  detached 
from  the  pursuit  of  industry.  With  regard 
to  the  argument  that  gambling  would  still 
go  on,  if  this  licensed  course  were  put  an 
end  to,  and  therefore  that  it  was  better  to 
continue  the  Lottery,  and  thus  place  the 
system  under  certain  regulations,  it  ap« 
peared  to  be  quite  of  the  same  nature,  and 
equally  fallacious  with  the  reasqns  ad- 
vanced to  palliate  the  Slave  Trade.  For 
there  it  was  urged,  that  if  we  discontinued 
the  traffic,  that  it  would  be  prosecuted  by 
others  without  the  mitigation  of  our  regu- 
lated system.  But  such  pretences  could 
never  reconcile  his  mind  to  the  existence 
of  a  law  for  the  toleration  of  that  which 
was  obviously  wrong. 

Sir  5.  RomiUjf  would  not  have  obtruded 
himself  on  their  notice  at  that  late  hour* 
had- he  not  thought  the  arguments  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  opposite,  sophisticated 
and  fallacious.  The  right  hon.  gent,  had 
stated,  that  if  Lotteries  were  abolished* 
Little  Goes  would  still  exist,  and  cause  all 
those  evils  to  fall  on  the  lower  orders, 
which  were  deplored  as  resulting  from 
State  Lotteries.  H&d  not  public  Lotteries 
been  countenanced,  Little  Ones  would 
never  have  been  so  general.  The  latter, 
however^  wmtc  only  sought  after  by  p«r- 
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r  who  had  ioibibed  an  itch  for  gaining. 
They  did  pablicly  hold  oat  a  temptation 
to  sedoce  the  honest  and  indtwtrious  from 
the  paths  of  reciitode  and  sobriety,  as  is 
coinmon  with  every  State  Lottery. 

Mr.  Btdfingion  made  a  few  remarks  on 
tbe  bad  efiects  of  Lotteries. — After  which 
the  house  divided,  when  the  numbers  ap- 
peared. 

For  Lotteries    -    j    .    -    -     -     go 
Against  them    •    -    -    .    -    .    sa 

Majority  in  favour  of  Lotteries    54* 


HOUSB   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  19. 

[Irish  Tithes.]  Mr.  Pamell  rose  to 
make  his  promised  motion  on  the  subject 
of  Tithes  in  Ireland.  He  desired  that  the 
petitions  from  the  Queen's  county  and  the 
county  of  Kerry  might  b«  read  ;  he  then 
read  the  resolutions  of  the  counties  of  Tip- 
perary,  Clare,  Wicklow,  and  Armagh,  the 
purport  of  which  went  to  point  out  the 
policy  of  a  Commutation  of  Tithes,  and 
addressed  the  Chair  nearly  as  follows :  I 
have  thought  it  right,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  put 
the  house  m  possession  of  the  information 
contained  in  these  petitions  and  resolu- 
tions, in  order  that  it  might  be  known  to 
the  house,  that  the  motion  which  I  shall 
have  the  honour  to  submit  to  it,  is  not  one 
that  arises  from  the  wish  of  an  individual 
to  agitate  this  most  important  subject,  but 
that  it  is  one  which  has  been  called  for 
by  the  public  voice  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  The  six  counties 
which  have  thus  delivered  an  opinion  upon 
the  subject,  being  each  of  them  of  very 
considerable  extent,  and, as  far  as  lam  able 
to  form  an  opinion,  the  faithful  organ  of  the 
universal  opinion  of  the  people  of  u-eland. — 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  sayins;,  that  it  is  the 
universal  wish  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
that  an  alteration  shoula  take  place  in  the 
mode  by  which  the  clergy  of  the  estab- 
lished church  are  now  paid,  and  amongst 
the  people  of  Irdand  I  will  go  so  far  as  to 
include  the  clergy  themselves,  because  I 
know  from  an  extensive  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  that  body,  and  from  the 
grievances  that  the^  sustain  under  thfe  ex- 
isting system,  that  it  is  their  wish,  as  well 
as  their  interest,  that  an  alteration  should 
take  place.  Before,  Sir,  I  enter  upon  an 
explanation  of  the  motion  which  I  shall 
submit  to  the  house,  I  wish  to  make  a  few 
prefatory  observations.  I  am  particular- 
ly desirous  to  be  understood  at  not  at^? 

Vol.  XIV. 


buting  to  the  conduct  of  the  cler^,  the 
grievances  which  the  people  of  Ireland 
sustain  on  account  of  Tithes ;  for,  though 
particular  instances  of  oppression  have  oc- 
curred, I  think  there  is  no  ground  for 
bringing  a  general  charge  of  oppression 
against  that  body.  On  the  contrary,  I 
believe  they  do  not  levy  any  thing  like  s^ 
full  tenth  of  the  proauce  of  the  land. 
There  are  no  small  Tithes  in  Ireland,  a 
modus  having  been  established  against 
them.  There  are  no  Tithes  on  cattle ;, 
for  neither  potatoes  or  flax  in  the  north  of 
Ireland  are  Tithes  paid.  The  Tithe  on 
hay  in  Connaught  is  Gd,  only  on  any  quan- 
tity ;  and  throughput  the  country  in  gene- 
ral, the  following  statement  will  apply  : 
an  acre  of  wheat  producing  an  average 
crop  of  8  barrels,  at  an  average  price  of 
305.  would  give  a  Tithe  of  1-lOth  of  the 
produce  of  24s, ;  whereas  the  usual  rate 
of  charge  is  12*. :  an  acre  of  barley  pro- 
ducing an  average  crop  of  1 S  barrels,  at 
an  average  price  of  13*.,  would  give  a 
Tithe  of  19*.  6d, ;  whereas  the  usual  rate 
of  charge  is  9*.  Hd, :  an  acre  of  oats,  pro- 
ducing an  average  crop  of  12  barrels,  at 
an  average  price  of  14«.  would  give  a 
Tithe  of  10*.  ;  whereas  the  usual  charge  is^ 
7*. :  an  acre  of  tneadow  producing  an 
average  crop  of  24  tons,  at  an  average 
price  of  50*.,  would  give  a  Tithe  of  12*. 
6d, ;  whereas  the  usual  charge  is  6*. :  and 
an  acre  of  potatoes  producing  an  average 
crop  of  70  barrels,  at  an  average  price  of 
'i^.,  would  give  a  Tithe  of  28s. ;  whereas 
the  usual  charge  is  S*.  For  these  reasoi^^ 
therefore,  I  do  not  conceive  that  any 
blame  attaches  to  the  clergy,  as  a  body, 
for  exorbitant  exaction  of  Tithes.  I  also 
wish  it  to  be  understood  by  the  house, 
that  th.e  wish  that  has  been  expressed  in 
Ireland  of  an  alteration  in  the  System  of 
Tithe,  has  not  been  the  result  of  any  party 
measures ;  that  this  side  of  the  tiouse  has 
had  nothing  to  say  to  it ;  and  further,  that 
it  does  not  come  particularly  from  the  ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  but  if  from  one  body  of 
men  more  than  another,  from  those  pro- 
fessing the  established  religiort.  Having 
said  thus  much.  Sir,  respecting  the  origin 
of  these  petitions  and  resolutions,  I  must 
now  beg  leave  to  recal  to  the  memory  ot 
the  house  what  took  place  respecting  them 
in  the  last  session.  Conceiving  that  it 
would  be  most  to  the  public  advantage  if 
his  majesty's  ministers  would  take  this  bu- 
siness into  their  own  hands,  I  waited  opcm 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  order 
to  propose  to  him  thii  mode  of  proceed- 
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ing.     He,  I  am  bound  to  say,  communi- 
cated bis  sentiments  to  me  upon  the  sub- 
ject, in  the  most  (Candid  and  explicit  man- 
ner, and  informed   me,  as  afterwards  he 
also  informed  the  bouse,  that  the  subject 
had  betn  under  the  consideration  of  his 
m^yesty's  ministers  ;  that  it  would  so  con- 
tinue to  be,  and  that  he  hoped  to  be  able 
in  this  session  to  bring  forward  a  measure 
to  atibrd  relief  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 
The  measure  of  which  he  gave  me  an  out- 
line was  that  of  enabling  incumbents  to 
make  leases  to  their  parishioners  of  their 
Tithes  for  21  years.     It  appears,  however, 
by  an  answer  given  to  me  early  this  ses- 
•ion  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  a  question 
which  I  put  to  him  on  the  subject,  that  be 
is  not  now  prepared  to  bring  forward  this 
measure.     Th«  business  has,  therefore,  re- 
verted to  my  hands,  and  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  has  been  for  me  to  decide 
what  course  to  pursue.     If  I  proposed  to 
the  house,  to  refer  the   petitions  on  the 
table  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house, 
which  I  believe  is  the  customary  way  of 
proceeding,   no    other    advantage    could 
have  been  derived  from  it  than  that  of  the 
discussion  of  the  general  subject,  because 
I  am  sure  there  was  no  ground  to  calcu- 
late upon  the  consent  of  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  or  of  a  majority  of  this  house  to 
such. a  step  ;    and  without  it,  no  measure 
could  have  been  the  efl'ect  of  the  motion. 
If,  however,  I  propose,  as  I  intend  to  do, 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  en- 
.able  incumbents  to  make  leases  for  21 
,  years,  I  obtain  the  benefit  of  a  general 
discussion  of  the  subject  of  Tithes,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  I  propose  a  step  to  which  I 
have  good  ground  to  expect  the  support 
of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  and  therefore  I 
propose  to  the  house  what  probably  may 
'    lead  to  an  effectual  issue.    But  even  if  the 
right  hon.  gent,  should  not  continue  to  be 
of  the  same  opinion  now  as  he  was  last 
year,  as  to  the  policy  and  practicability  of 
this  measure,  I  shall  not  accuse  him  of'^in- 
'    consistency,  because  that  certainly  was  a 
qualified  opinion ;    but  I  am  able  to  say 
that  I  am  free  from  blame  for  bringing 
forward  a  measure  without  having  good 
authority  for  my  proceeding,  and  also  to 
lay,  that  the  cause  of  those  who  are  advo- 
cates for  an   alteration  in  thjC  system  of 
Tithes,  have  gained  much  ground  by  the 
sanction  of  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  admis- 
sion, that  an  alteration  might  be  made,  to 
the  extent  which  I  propose,  without  danger 
to  the  churclu — I  am  relieved  from  the  ne- 
ityofanticipatiugand  answering  all  that 


I  should  have  hdd  to  anticipate  and  answer, 
if  I  had  not  the  protecting  shield  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  to  cover  me,  about  the  doctrine 
of  divine  right,  and  the  danger  of  innova- 
tion.    I  need  not  fear  the  clamour  of  cer- 
tain gentlemen  about  our  present  happy 
and  enviable  condition,  nor  need  I  apprc* 
hend  that  my   motion  will  call  for  a  de- 
claration  of  the   necessity   of  making  a 
similar  stand  for  the  purity  of  the  church 
to  that  which  to  some  itappeared  to  be  wise 
to  make  for  tWe  purity  of  the  sTate.     I  huve, 
in   fact,   nothing   to  do   but  to  state,  as 
briefly  as  I  am  ablf*,  such  measures  as  in- 
duce me  to  think  that  the  house  ouit*  to 
support  the  motion  which  I  shah  hav<     ha 
honour  to  submit  to  it.     In  the  first  piav  e, 
if  a  power  should  be  given  to  incumbents 
to  make  leases  of  their  Tithes  for  21  years, 
some  of  those  objections  which  are  made  to 
the  present  system  of  tithes,  in  consequence 
of  its  being  dt^rimental  to  the  agriculture 
of  the  country  will   be  done  away ;  for 
when  a  farmer  shall  have  made  his  bargain 
with  the  clergyman  of  his  parish,  he  will  be 
able  to  carry  on  his  improvements  without 
tnat  great  drawback  on  his  profits,  which 
is  the  consequence  of  the  clergyman's  right 
to  a  tenth  of  the  gross  produce  of  his  land. 
Upon   this  headi  the  following  are  the 
opinicms  of  two  very  great  authorities.  Dr. 
Adam  Smith  and  Dr.   Paley. — Dr.  Smith 
says,  "  The  tithe  as  it  is  frequently  a  very 
unequal  tax  upon  rent,-  so  it  is  always  a 
discouragement  both  to  the  improvements 
of  the  landlord,  ancl  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  farmer.     The  one  cannot  venture  to 
make  the  most  important,  which  are  gene- 
rally the  most  expensive  improvements; 
nor  the  other  to  raise  the  most  valuable, 
which  are  generally  the  most  expensive 
crops,  when  the  church,  which  lays  out  no 
part  of  the  expence,  is  to  share  so  very 
largely  in  the  profit." — Dr.   Paley  says, 
"  But  of  all  institutions,  which  are  in  this 
way  adverse  to  cultivation  and  improve* 
ment,  none  is  so  noxious  as  that  of  tithes. 
Tithes  are  a  tax  not  only  upon  industry, 
but  upon  that  industry  which  feeds  man- 
kind ;  upon  that  species  of  exertion  which 
it  is  the  aim  of  all  wise  laws  to  cherish  and 
promote ;  and  to  uphold  and  excite  which, 
compose^  the  main  benefit  that  the  com- 
munity receives  from  the  whole  system  of 
trade  and  the  success  of  commerce." — He 
further  adds  :    "  No  measure  of  such  ex- 
tensive concern  appears  to  me  so  practica* 
ble,  nor  any  single  alteration  so  beneficial, 
as  the  conversion  of  tithes  into  corn  rents," 
— ^Besidei  these  authorities,  th^re  is  a  state- 
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ment  of  the  practical  bad  effects  of  tithes, 
in  Mr.  Thompson's  ArmaU  of  Agriculture, 
which  will  throw  considerable  light  upon 
the  subject.  He  says,  '*  There  are  200,000 
acres  of  land  in  Herefordshire,  which  might 
be  brought  into  a  proper  sute  of  cultiva- 
tion, by  an  annual  expence  of  IO9.  per 
acre.  This  additional  expence  would  pay 
the  farmer  10  percent,  profit^  and  bring 
into  the  market  1 10,000/.  besides  employ* 
ing  5,000  labourers;  but  the  tithe  owners 
would  take  1 1  >00()/.  out  of  the  increased 
produce,  and  therefore  the  farmers  would 
lose  all  their  profit,  and  1  per  cent,  on 
their  capital."  But,  Sir,  if  thereare  these 
general  objections  to  tidies,  on  account  of 
their  injury  to  agriculture,  the  house  should 
consider  how  much  more  injurious  they 
mutt  be  in  a  country  like  Ireland,  where 
much  improrement  is  wantinff-,  for  in  such 
a  country,  the  whole  improved  value  of  the 
land  depends  upon  personal  labour,  skill 
and  industry,  and  the  advance  and  risk 
of  private  property  ;  whereas  in  Endand, 
where  lands  have  been  regularly  and  well 
cultiyated  for  a  great  length  of  time^  there 
is  BO  very  great  hardship  in  occupiers  pay- 
ing tithes;  and  for  this  reason  in  particular 
it  is  very  desirable,  that  such  a  measure  as 
I  now  propose  should  be  adopted.  Such 
a  measure  will  also  contribute  to  remove 
some  of  the  objections  which  are  com- 
monly urged  against  tithes,  as  a  way  of 
levying  money  from  the  people.  Accord- 
ing to  the  present  system,  the  sum  which 
each  person  is  bound  to  pay  is  not  cer- 
tain, but  arbitrary :  the  time  of  payment, 
the  manner  of  payment,  the  quantity  to 
be  paid,  are  none  of  them  clear  or  plain 
to  the  contributor,  or  to  any  other  person ; 
whereas  it  is  an  established  maxim  of  taxa- 
tion, that  the  tax  which  each  individual  is 
bouiid  to  pay  ous;ht  to  be  certain^  and  not 
arbitrary ;  and  the  time  of  payment,  the 
manner  of  payment,  the  quantity  to  be- 
paid,  ought  all  to  be  clear  and  plain  to  the 
contributor,  and  to  every  other  person. — 
"  Where  it  is  otherwise,  (Dr.  Smith  very 
truly  observes,)  every  person  subject  to 
the  tax  is  put  more  or  lestf  in  the  power 
of  the  tax-gatherer,  who  can  either  aggra- 
vate the  tax  upon  any  obnoxious  contri- 
butor, or  extort,  by  the  terror  of  such.ag- 
gravation,  some  present  0/  perquisite  to 
himself.  The  uncertainty  of  taxation  en- 
courages the  insolence  and  favours  the 
corruption  of  an  order  of  men  who  are 
naturally  unpopular,  even  where  they  are 
neither  insolent  or  corrupU  The  certainty 
ef  what  each  individual  ou^ht  to  pay  is,  in 


taxation,  a  matter  of  so  great  importance, 
that  a  very  considerable  degree  of  inequa- 
lity, it  appears,  I  believe,  from  rhe  experi- 
ence of  all  nations,  is  not  near  so  great  nu 
evil,  as  a  very  small  degree  of  uncertainty." 
Now,  Sir,  if  the  parishioner  shall  be  able  to 
make  a  contract  with  his  clergyman  for 
his  tithes  for  a  certaiw  number  of  }"ears, 
at  a  certain  fixed  annual  sum,  tithes,  in- 
stead of  being  a  tax  subject  to  all  these 
objections,  will  be  one  subject  to  none  of 
them,  and  therefore  the  hill  giving  such  a 
power  will  greatly  contribute  to  amend 
the  present  system  of  tithes. — In  the  next 
place,  as  the  occupier  of  land  in  Ireland 
suffers  principally  under  the  present  sys- 
tem, from  the  manner  in  which  the  col- 
lection of  tithes  takes  place,  this  measure 
will  be  productive  of  very  beneficial  con- 
sequences, inasmuch  as  it  will  contribute 
to  alter  this  mode  of  collection.  But,  be- 
fore I  proceed  to  shew  in  what  degree  the 
people  of  Ii*eland  are  now  aggrieved  by 
this  mode  of  collecting  of  tithes,  it  is  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  state  to  the  house,  'that 
the  mass  of  the  people  of  Ireland  are  cir- 
cumstanced in  respect  to  tithes  differently 
from  the  people  of  any  other  country. 
The  wealth  of  Ireland  has  not  yet  made 
that  progress  as  to  produce  that  firetsymp- 
tom  of  extensive  improvement  in  a  country, . 
the  division  of  labour  to  such  a  degree  of 
perfection  as  to  establish  a  distinct  class  of 
people,  who  live  by  the  wages  of  their 
daily  labour,  and  provide  their  subsistence 
by  expending  their  wages  in  purchasing 
of  it.  The  consequence  is,  that  aw^ry 
poor  Irishman  is  under  the  necessity  of 
obtaining  a  piece  of  land,  from  which  h« 
may  procure  the  means  of  feeding  him- 
self and  his  family.  In  Ireland,  there- 
fore, the  whol3  mass  of  the  common  peo- 
ple are  landholders,  and  accordingly 
chargeable  with  tithes.  From  this  state  of 
things  two  consequences  flow,  which  give 
rise  to  all  the  grievances  which  belong  to 
the  collection  of  them.  The  first,  that  if 
the  clergyman  being  unable  in  his  own 
person  to  collect  his  own  tithes,  and,  there- 
tore  being  obliged  to  employ  Proctors, 
or  to  let  them  to  Tithe  Farmers.  The 
second,  the  impossibility  of  the  lower  or- 
ders to  protect  themselves  against  the  il- 
legal exactions  of  the  proctors  or  farmers, 
in  consequence  of  their  poverty  disabling 
them  from  procuring  legal  redress  in  a 
court  of  law  against  such  illegal  exactions. 
— ^And  it  is  also  in  consequence  of  this 
state  of  things,  that  the  people  of  Ireland^ 
in  respect   to  tithes,  are  in  a  conditiom 
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quite  diflcrcnt  from  (hat  of  the  people  of 
England  in  respect  of  their  tithes.  No 
man  in  lingland  is  liable  to  be  called 
upon  to  pay  ihem  who  is  not  to  a  certain 
degree  a  person  of  property  ;  if  he  is  not, 
the  improved  condition  of  society  in  this 
country  would  deter  a  proctor  from  treat- 
ing him  cruelly,  and  even  if  he  was  so 
treated,  he  would  easily  find  means  of  ob- 
taining redress — in  fact  he  would  obtain 
it  by  compelling  the  clergyman  to  draw 
his  tithe.  But  in  Ireland  this  privilege 
of  obliging  ihe  clergyman  to  draw  his 
tithe  is  virtually  taken  away  from  the 
parishioner ;  for  though  he  may  have  the 
right  to  do  so  by  law^  he  is  made  liable 
by  a  modern  law  to  an  action  for  con- 
spiring against  the  clergyman,  if  there 
should  be  the  least  appearance  among  the 
parishioners  of  any  attempt  to  annoy  the 
clergyman  by  calling  upon  him  to  take 
his  tithe  in  kind  ;  and  so  completely  has 
this  law  taken  away  this  remedy  from  the 
parishioner,  that  the  practice  of  taking 
tithe  in  kind  is  npw  seldom  heard  of.  The 
usual  mode  of  proceeding  is  this ;  the 
proctor,  with  an  assistant,  views  the  crops 
in  July,  and  again  before  or  after  they 
are  saved.  He  notes  the  crop  and  value 
in  his  field-book.  He  generally  estimates 
by  the  acre,  but  sometimes  by  the  barrel ; 
he  usually  at  the  second  view  makes  a 
bargain  for  the  tithe  with  the  occupier  on 
the  spot ;  reducing  the  charge  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  and  the  farmer  passes  his  note 
for  it.  If  no  bargain  is  made  the  proctor 
makes  a  return  to  the  clergyman  agreeable 
to  the  field-book.  The  payments  are 
generally  tardy,  the  tithe  is  not  paid  frc- 
x|ueiitly  for  near  a  year  and  a  half. 
Dejbtors  for  40».  are  summoned  before 
two  magistrates,  who  hear  the  proctor's 
proofs,  and  give  a  decree  accordingly. 
Bebtors  above  that  sum  and  under  10/. 
are  processed  before  the  Quarter  sessions. 
For  sums  above  10/.  citations  arc  served  to 
appear  before  the  Bishop's  Court.  If  the 
proctor  chooses  to  oppress  a  poor  man,  he 
may  cite  for  a  few  shillings.  There  are 
no  acts  of  t^he  proctor  deemed  illegal  in 
the  ecclesiastical  courts.  He  is  the  fa- 
voured person  who  replenishes  their  cof- 
fers. The  only  remedy  which  land- 
holders have  against  any  new  and  extra- 
ordinary demands  of  t4ie  clergy  or  tithe- 
farmers  is  faction  and  intimidation,  and 
slight :  and  as  the  land-holder  has  no 
le^al  remedy  against  exactions  of  the 
proctors  and  by  the  farmers,  the  mass  of 
the  people^  are  positive  slaves  to  them. 


they  have  it  in  their  power  always  to  ruin 
a  poor  man,  first  by  givingihim  long  credit 
and  then  by  suing  him  for  interest,  costs 
and  tithes'  in  the  Bishop's  Court  The 
consequence  is,  that  the  proctor,  and  the 
proctor's  family  and  friends  riile  with 
despotic  sway  in  the  parish.  In  corrobo- 
ration of  this  statement,  I  will  read.  Sir,  a 
short  extract  froin  the  speech  of  Mr.  Lid- 
well,  at  the  Meeting  of  the  County  of  Tip- 
perary.  *•  The  power  of  the  proctor 
over  then  little  properties  is  nearly  des- 
potic. Do  you  nnd  any  faiult  (he  savs  to 
the  parishioner]  with  my  valuation  of  your 
crops ;  you  shall  smart  for  it,  if  you  do — 
I  will  have  you  instantly  served  with  a 
citation  or  process  ^  I  will  harrass  you  by 
litigation  ;  I  will  ruin  you  by  costs  of 
proceedings  ;  I  will  take  you  firom  your 
business  ami  employment ;  1  will  hold  you 
up  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  cwmty  as  a 
disloyal  man,  who  refiise  to  pay  your 
tithes,  and  raising  an  outcry  against  the 
church  establishment.'' — Such  a  bill  as 
would  enable  the  clergyman  and  his  pa- 
rishioner to  make  a  bargain  for  a  fixed 
term  of  years,  at  a  fixed  annual  rent,  would 
relieve  the  clergyman  firom  the  necessity 
of  employing  a  proctor  to  value  or  draw 
his  tithe,  and  enable  him  to  cojlect  the 
sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  in  lieu  of  it 
himself;  it  would  do  away  altogether  the 
existence  of  that  still  more  odious  charac- 
ter the  tithe-fiaLrmer ;  and  it  would  relieve 
the  parishioner  from  the  tyranny  and  ex- 
action of  those  most  obnoxious  instru* 
ments  of  the  church. — I.  will  add,  Sir> 
only  one  more  proof  of  the  mischievous 
and  fatal  conseauences  which  flow  from 
the  present  mode  of  collecting  tithes  in 
Ireland,  and  which  arises  from  a  circum- 
stance which  took  place  so  late  as  in  the 
month  of  last  February,  in  the  county  of 
Kerry.  In  consequence  of  the  disturbed 
state  of  that  county,  great  exertions  were 
made  by  the  gentlemen  and  particularly  by 
the  Catholic  clergymen,  to  persuade  the 
people  to  return  to  a  state  of  tranquillity, 
rhese  exertions  proved  successful,  and  at 
a  place  appointed  multitudes  attended, 
gave  up  their  arms,  and  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  They  declared,  however,  on 
their  oaths,  that  the  great  sufiering  which 
goaded  them  to  madness, sprung  from  proc- 
torship, or  the  manner  of  collecting  tithes. 
Of  the'  cess  itfelf,'  unconnected  with  cle« 
rical  agents,  ibey  did  not  complain  ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  distinctly  declared, 
they  fell  no  evil  whatever  when  dealing 
solely  and  immediately  with  the  clergy* 
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man. — Now,  Sir,  I  conceire  it  impassible 
for  tbe  house,  after  having  heard  these 
statements,  to  hesitate  about  the  expe- 
diency of  adopting  soipe  measure  to  re- 
form the  abuses  belonging  to  the  present 
system  of  collecting  tithes  in  Ireland. — 
Sut,  Sir,  though  I  think  these  are  circum- 
stances which  ought  to  obtain  for  my 
motion  the  support  of  the  house,  I  am 
free  to  confess  that  the  point  of  view  in 
which  I  am  principally  induced  to  con- 
sider the  bill  which  I  propose  to  introduce 
|L8  a  good  measure,  is,  that  of  its  being  a 
measure  which  will  very  much  facilitate 
the  carrying  into  effect  at  some  future  day 
some  plan  for  an  entire  commutation  of 
Tithes,  and  I  beg  the  bouse  will  dearly 
understand  that  1  propose  the  limited 
measure  of  granting  leases  for  Tithes,  only 
because  I  see  no  chance  now  of  carrying 
such  a  plan  into  efiect,  and  by  no  means 
because  I  think  that  such  apian  ought  not 
now  to  be  adopted.  This  in  truth,  sir, 
is  tbe  measure  which  the  people  of  Ireland 
desire,  and  this  is  the  measure  which  his 
majesty's  ministers  would  themselres 
adopt,  if  they  could  fully  comprehend  all 
the  evils  which  flow  from  tithes,  as  affect- 
ing the  public  peace  and  security  :  and 
if  they  could  justly  appreciate  all  the  be- 
neficial effects  which  would  attend  a  full 
concession  to  the  feeling  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  upon  this  subject.  As  a  mode  of 
levying  from  the  people  a  pecuniary  re- 
muneration of  the  clergy,  they  are  most 
pbjectionable  ;  they  are  a  tax  upon  the 
produce  of  land,  and  not  upon  the  surplus 
of  the  produce  which  is  left  after  defraying 
the  expences  of  cultivation,  which  last  is 
the  only  fund  that  ought  to  be  taxed. 
They  are  a  tax  also  completely  at  variance 
with  the  maxim,  that  each  person  ought  to 
contribute  as  nearly  as  possible  in  propor- 
tion to  bis  ability. — ^Biit,  Sir,  if  Tithes  are 
objectionable  as  contrary  to  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  taxation,  and  as  obstacles  in  the 
wayof  agricultural  improvement,  how  much 
more  objectionable  are  they  when  viewed 
with  reference  to  their  effects  upon  religion. 
They  are  the  source  of  perpetual  strife  and 
ill  will,  and  the  cause  of  inveterate  and  in- 
curable disagreements  between  the  clergy- 
men and  his  parishioners ;  and  by  beiuff 
so,  they  materially  atiect  his  ecclesiastical 
character,  aitd  (end  to  defeat  tbe  sole  ob- 
ject €>f  ecclesiastical  persons.  They  are  a 
powerful  cause  of  many  quitting  tbe 
church,  and  creating  new  sectaries,  and 
are  unquestionably  one  great  source  of  the 
d^reasa   of  religion  smU  morals.     But, 


Sir,  if  there  aie  these  objections  to  Tithes 
generally  in  whatever  country  they  exist, 
how  aggrieved  mi^tihe  people  of  Ireland 
be  by  them,  when  of  the  whole  people  ' 
1-lOth  belong  to  the  established  church? 
I  have  the  authority  of  the  most  recent 
enquiries  into  the  population  of  Ireland 
to  take  it  at  five  millions,  and  that  the 
Catholics  are  to  the  Protestants  as  4  to  1. 
And  I  can  quote  the  authority  of  Dr. 
Woodward,  late  bishop  of  Cloyne,  to  shew, 
that  of  the  Protestants,  one  half  are  Dis^ 
senters  from  the  established/  church.  I 
feel  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  add  one  word 
more  to  prove  how  repugnant  Tithes  must 
be  to  the  people  of  Ireland. — ^And  now. 
Sir,  after  what  I  have  said  of  the  poverty  of 
those  who  have  to  pay  Tithes  m  Irebuid ; 
of  the  manner  in  which 'they  are  collected, 
and  of  the  people  not  belonging  to  the 
church  for  whose  support  Tithm  have  been 
established,  is  it  wonderful  that  a  socces* 
sion  of  outrage  and  insurrection  should 
have  disgrac^  the  page  of  Irish  history  ? 
And  here.  Sir,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of 
saying,  that  it  is  not  to  the  people  that 
the  blame  of  these  insurrections  attaekeS| 
but  to  the  law  which  has  established  the 
system  of  Tithes,  and  heaped  regukiioo 
upon  regulation  to  compel  the  paynent  ef 
them.  1  cannot  refer  to  more  decisive 
proof  of  the  influence  which  Tithes  have 
always  had  in  leading  people  into  a  resist- 
ance to  the  laws,  than  to  the  evidence  of  Dr. 
M'Nevin,  one  of  the  principal  leaden  in 
the^bellionof  1798: 

'  Speaker.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  Grat* 
^  tan^  motion  about  Tithes;  was  not  that  a 
'  short  emt  towards  petting  down  the  estab* 

*  lished  church  ?  M'Neoin,  If  the  stability 
«  of  the  established  church  depends  on  the 

*  payeient  of  Tithes,  the  church  stands  on 
'  a  weaker  foundation  than  in  dvility  I 
'  would  have  said  of  it ;  bot  sure  I  am, 
'  Sir,  that  if  Tithes  had  been  commuted 

*  according  to  Mr.  Gra^an's  plan,  a  very 
'  powerful  engine  would  have  been  taken 
'  out  of  our  hands.' 

I  have  now.  Sir,  only  to  add  one  more 
argument  in  favour  of  the  claims  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  for  redress  of  the 
grievances  of  Tithes.  Mr.  Pitt,  Sir,  when 
he  proposed  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
the  measure  of  Unioa,  in  a  speech 
which  was  circulated  at  the  expence  of 
government,  did  hold  out  to  them  that 
some  mode  should  be  adopted  fbr  re* 
lievinff  the  lower  orders  from  the  pressure 
of  Times,  which,  according  to  fats  expres* 
sions,  <*  operate  as  against  practical  evil." 
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This  offer  on  bis  part  was  considered  by 
the  people  of  Ireland  as  a  part  of  the 
Union  compact ;  tor  though  not  made 
an  article  of  the  Union,  under  the  civcum- 
stances  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  stood  as  minister 
of  tills  country,  and  particularly  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  publication  of  his 
speech  by  the  Irish  government,  no  other 
construction  can  in  justice  be  given  to 
the  transaction,  than  that  it  amounted  to 
a  promise  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and 
which  promise  the  people  of  this  country 
have  yet  to  redeem. 

Before  I  sit  down.  Sir,  I  must  request 
that  his  majesty^s  ministers  will  seriously 
contemplate  upon  the  consequences  of  re- 
fusing to  grant  redress  of  the  grievances  of 
Tithes,  and  that  they  will  calculate  upon 
the  evils  which  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  continent,  may  flow  from 
such  a  refusal.  If  they  will  listen  to  the 
yoice  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  do  that 
which  will  conciliate  their  feeling  towards 
them,  no  danger  need  be  apprehended  of 
conquest  by  a  foreign  power ;  but  if  they 
do  not  conciliate  them,  then  they  will 
place  the  empire  under  circumstances  of 
risk  and  danger,  to  which  it  ought  not  to 
be  exposed,  and  they  will  be  responsible 
even  for  thfs  existence  of  the  empire.  I 
hope.  Sir,  that  these  observations  will  pro- 
duce their  due  effect;  and  I  shall  conclude 
with  moving,  "  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  ecclesiastical  per-^ 
sons,  having  a  right  to  Tithes  in  Ireland, 
to  demise  the  same  for  a  term  of  twenty - 
one  years.'* ' 

The  Chancdlor  cf  the  Exchequer,  in  rising 
to  give  his  most  decided  opposition  to  the 
measure  now  proposed,  felt  himself  also 
bound  to  state  his  reasons  for  that  opposi- 
tion, and  though  he  owned  he  had  felt 
himself  in  some  degree  waver  in  his  opi- 
nions, in  the  course  of  the  conversation  he 
had  with  the  hon.  gent,  on  the  subject, 
vet,  upon  the  most  mature  consideration 
ne  could  give  it,  he  was  now  already  of 
opinion,  thai  nothing  radically  beneficial 
could  be  efifected.  He  fiad  even  so  strons 
a  wish  on  the  occasion  as  to  go  the  length 
of  preparing  a  bill  for  the  purpose,  al- 
though the  hon.  gent.,  in  all  he  had  said, 
had  not  stat«d  how  his  plan  was  to  be 
carried  into  excution.  In  the  course  how- 
ever of  his  investigation,  he  bad  found 
such  difficulties  in  his  way,  so  various 
and  so  multiplied,  as  obliged  him  to 
abandon  his  intentions,  as  altogether  im- 
practicable. He  wished  to  look  at  it  as 
a  measure  likely  to  calm  the  disquietudes 


that  existed  ;  and  now  he  felt  bound  to 
object  to  the  measure  proposed,  as  seeming 
likely  to  excite  an  expectation  of  some- 
thing more  to  follow  on  the  back  of  it, 
and  thus  effecting  the  very  mischief  in- 
tended to  be  allayed  by  it.  The  last 
argument  used  by  the  hon.  gent,  was  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  Ireland  were 
not  protestants:  this  shewed  that  some 
great  diversion  of  Tithes  from  the  pre- 
sent system  was  intended,  and  therefore 
he  conceived  they  were  called  on  to 
pause  before  they  proceeded,  without 
accurately  knowing  how  far  they  might 
be  called  on  to  proceed.  They  should  be 
guarded  in  their  expression  or  the  exist- 
ence of  evil ;  the  hon.  gent,  had  said  the 
people  of  Ireland  were  anxious  for  a  com- 
mutation of  tithes ;  is  there  any  plan  for 
that  purpose  ?  had  th^  hon.  gent,  digested 
any  such  ?  had  he  formed  any  system  of 
substitution?  For  his  part,  he  believed 
that  in  the  event  of  any  such  being  adopt- 
ed, and  if  the  consequence  was  found  ta 
be  that  they  paid  more  than  they  do  at 
present,  the  people  of  Ireland  would  not 
be  very  much  in  love  with  the  alteration; 
and  yet  such  be  firmly  believed  would  be 
the  probable  case  in  such  an  event,  inas- 
much as  he  was  satisfied,  that  on  the  whole 
the  tithes  did  not,  according  to  their  pre-> 
sent  mode  of  collection,  produce  50  percent, 
of  their  real  value.  Besides,  what  must  they 
do  in  proceeding  to  carry  the  proposed 
measure  into  effect  ?  They  must  in  the  first 
instance  institute  a  commission  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  what  was  the  real  value 
of  tithes,  in  order  to  know  what  was  the  com- 
mutation at  which  it  was  to  be  fixed ;  and 
did  gentlemen  suppose,  that  any  plan, 
founded  on  such  principles,  could-  afford 
ease  to  the  people  ?  He  thought  the^very 
reverse  would  turn  out  to  be  the  case,  tmd* 
tend  rather  to  produce  than  allay  the  dis-. 
content  so  much  complained  of.— How* 
then  could  it  be  said  that  the  people  were 
in  favour  of  an  abolition  of  tithes  ?  It  mi)ght 
be  true  they  were  so.  now ;  but  would 
they  be  so  if  they  found  they  were  to  pay 
so  much  more  than  they  do  at  present, 
upon  a  commutation  founded  upon  a  fair, 
and  full  estimate  of  the  value  of  their 
tithes?  The  landlords  might  indeed  be 
^v6urable  to  the  measure,  as  the  surplus 
beyond  the  present  rate  would  probably 
find  its  way  into  their  pockets,  hut,  after 
all,  where  was  the  hardship  to  be  found 
in  the  payment  of  tithes  ?— What  owner  of 
land  could  say  he  was  entitled  to  lands, 
either  by  purchaSe  or  descent^  which  h« 
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did  not  hold  among  other  terms  subject  to 
the  payment  of  tithes?  if,  then,  he  had  no 
right  tp  complain,  still  less  had  the  tenant 
who  took  them,  knowing  they  were  sub- 
ject to  the  incumbrance.  He  particularly 
felt  himself  bound  to  oppose  the  present 
motion,  as  the  hon.  gent,  had  expressly 
stated  that  the  present  was  to  be  consider- 
ed as  a  step  merely  leading  to  other  inno- 
vations, which  he  could  not  approve. 
He  had  watched  the  hon.  gent,  through 
the  whole  of  his  speech,  and  he  could  not 
find  out  any  specific  plan  whith  he  meant 
to  propose.  Was  it  intended  by  his  bill 
to  enable  the  clergy  to  make  leases  of 
their  tithes,  or  was  it  intended  to  go  fur- 
ther, and  compel  them  to  do  so?  If  the 
former  of  these  was  intended,  the  act 
might  become  a  mere  dead  letter.  By 
the  law,  as  it  now  stood,  the  clergyman 
could  grant  a  lease  of  his  tithes  during  his 
own  incumbency ;  and  if  he  did  not  feel 
any  inclination  to  adopt  such  a  measure, 
as  things  now  stood,  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected he  would  be  more  likely  to  do  so 
after  passing  the  act.  With  respect  to  the 
•power  proposed  of  binding  the  successor, 
the  evil  was  obvious  in  the  danger  of  the 
incumbent  being  induced  by  the  tempta- 
tion of  a  present  fine  to  make  a  lease, 
which  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  those  who  were  to  come  after 
him,  or  else  to  submit  such  leases  to  the 
approbation  of  the  bishop.  This  would 
be  found  to  be  a  duty  impossible  to  be  dis- 
charged conscientiously,  besides  being  at- 
tended with  considerable  expence  to  poor 
tenants  for  the  making  out  their  leases ; 
and  even  if  they  were  willing  to  be  at  the 
expence,  would  be  found  to  be  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  form,  from  the  impossibility  of  the 
bishop  being  acquainted  with  the  merits 
of  each  particular  case.  These  were 
among  the  difficulties  which,  in  his  at- 
tempt to  frame  a  measure  likely  to  be  effi- 
cient, he  had  found  so  strong  as  to  induce 
him  to  abandon  all  hope  of  being  able  to 
remove  them.  There  were,  besides  these, 
other  difficulties  in  the  way.  To  whom 
were  the  leases  to  be  made,  to  the  tenant 
or  to  the  landlord  ?  If  to  the  latter,  the 
tenant  would  surely  not  be  benefited  by 
the  measure,  but  rather  to  the  contrary,  as 
in  that  case  the  landlord  would  put  in  his 
,  pocket  that  which  now,  by  the  lax  mode 
of  levying  tithes,  fell  to  the  share  of  the 
tenant.  Besides,  he  considered,  that  if 
the  system  were  proper  to  be  adopted  at 
all,  it  should  not  be  partial  or  confined  to 
•oe  part  of  the  empire^  but  rather  be  uni- 


versal ip  its  operation,  and  as  such  he  had 
intended  it  in  case  he  had  found  it  practh* 
cable.  He  trusted  he  had  shewn  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  house,  that  it  was  upon 
sufficient  reasons,  and  not  caprice,  he  had 
altered  his'  opinion  on  the  subject ;  and  he 
thought  it  better  a^t  once  to  negative  the 
proposition,  than  to  hold  out  a  false  hope, 
where  no  possible  benefit  could  be  ex- 
pected to  follow  from  it.  In  regard  to  the 
pledge  stated  to  have  been  made,  relative 
to  the  commutation  of  tithes,  as  an  event 
to  take  place  consequential  to  the  Act  of  - 
Union,  he  could  only  say  he  bad  nevtr 
heard  of  such  a  thing  before  ;  but  be  that 
as  it  may,  who  ever  beard  of  such  a  pledge 
as  binding  between  two  countries,  instead 
rather  of  looking  to  the  articles  themselves 
of  that  union,  in  order  to  judge  of  their  in- 
fraction or  preservation  ? 

Mr.  T^lic.  Sir,  as  I  intend  to  support 
the  motion  of  my  hon.  friend,  because  I 
conceive  it  might  be  of  some  service  ia 
doing  away  part  of  the  evil,  which  result! 
from  the  mode  of  collection  according  to 
the  present  system,  yet  I  can  not  support 
it  without  declaring  that  I  consider  it  to- 
tally inadequate  to  give  that  relief  which 
I  should  wish  to  give  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, and  consequently  that  it  will  be  un- 
satisfactory to  that  nation.  And  moreover, 
this  discussion  must  be  attended  with  some-  , 
thing  more  than  disappointment  to  the 
people,  when  they  know  that  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  having,  as  he  says, 
long  contemplated  a  similar  measure,  and 
even  prepared  a  bill  for  the  purpose,  was 
induced  by  what  he  calls  an  infinity  of  dif- 
ficulties, to  abandon  even  his  inadeouate 
modifications.  And  having  contemplated 
in  his  mind  what  was  little  more  than  fu- 
tile, to  have  ended  his  purposes  in  nullity. 
For  I  agree  with  my  hon.  friend  that  no- 
thing but  a  general  measure  can  be  satis- 
factory to  the  people  :  a  measure  of  com- 
plete commutation  or  abolition.  And  as 
the  right  hon.  gent,  intended  the  bill 
which  he  contemplated  as  a  bar  to  future 
relief,  so  I  may  doubt  that,  even  if  the  pre- 
sent motion  were  passed,  it  might  not  be 
considered  rather  as  an  impediment  than 
as  an  assistance  to  the  speedy  accomplish- 
ment of  a  general  and  perfect  relief  from 
the  systemof  tithes.  At  any  rate  it  would 
be  only  a  slight  palliative  to  an  inveterate 
disorder. — mr  can  I  ever  agree  to  consi- 
der the  declarations  of  the  British  minis- 
ters at  the  time  of  the  Union  as  less  than 
pledges  on  the  part  of  Britain.  So  were 
they  held  out  to  the  Irish  nation,  and  so 
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Were  they  always  received  in  that  country. 
And  the  declarations  of  Mr.  Pitt  made  in 
this  house  on  the  part  of  government,  and 
uncontradicted,  were  even  stronger  than 
what  were  stated  by  my  hon.  friend.  In 
those  declarations^  and  in  the  pamphlets 
dispersed  in  Ireland  by  the  government 
previous  to  the  Union,  under  the  name  of 
Speeches  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that  minister  was 
made  to  declare,  not  oply  that  f  some 
mode  ought  speedily  to  be  adopted  for  re- 
lieving the  lower  orders  from  the  pressure 
of  tithes/'  which  he  described  as  *'  pro- 
ductive of  great  practical  evil,"  in  that 
country,  but  he  made  it  precede  the  other 
promises  he  held  out  to  the  Irish  nation, 
and  which  he  combined  with  it  for  the 
purpose  of  deluding  that  nation,  namely, 
of  giving  a  fair  consideration  to  claims  of 
the  Catholics,  which  never  has  yet  been 
given,  and  of  providing  an  adequate  main- 
tenance for  their  clergy,  which  has  never 
yet  been  provided.  But  moreover,  sir,  Mr. 
ritt  declared,  that''  th^se  were  the  grounds 
on  which  he  ventured  to  propose  a  legis- 
lative Union."  Observe,  sir,  they  were 
the  grounds  on  which  he  ventured  to  pro- 
pose that  measure.  Did  Mr.  Pitt,  then, 
mean  to  build  the  Union,  with  those  base 
material^  which  he  used,  and  then  to  take 
away  the  grounds  and  foundations  on 
which  he  professed  to  rear  that  ill-com- 
pacted fabric  ?  Or  did  Mr.  Pitt  mean  only 
to  deceive  the  Irish  nation  ?  Which  opi- 
nion will  his  imitators  and  successors  attri- 
bute to  him  ?  or  which  line  do  they  intend 
to  adopt  ?  If  Mr.  Pitt  spoke  with  smcerity, 
then  tne  most  omnipotent  minister  of  Eng- 
land would  not  venture  to  support  an 
Union,  unless  these  measures  were  subse- 
quently to  be  adopted  :  the  first  of  which 
was  the  relief  of  the  lower  orders  from  the 
pressure  of  tithes.  Mr.  Pitt  himself  would 
not  even  venture  to  propose  it! — that  is  to 
say  in  other  words,  that  the  most  confident 
minister  of  England  thought  the  attempt 
would  be  dangerous  to  the  connection  of 
the  two  countries,  instead  of  useless^  unless 
it  was  Cemented  by  those  measures  of 
which  he  artfully  held  out  the  prospect.—* 
But,  sir,  what  power,  what  ability,  what 
strength  have  the  present  discordant  mem- 
bers of  the  cabinet,  so  superior  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
that  they  indeed  can  engage  to  satisfy  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  to  retain  that  coun- 
try for  Britain,  upon  grounds  he  did  not 
tenture  to  adopts  pocketing  the  inde- 
pendence of  Ireland,  and  withholding  the 
price ;  as  soon  ai  their  draft  was  honoured^ 
denying  the  debt — Hot  then  we  are  to- 


night informed  that  his  majesty's  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  has  year  after  year 
been  contemplating  upon  some  measure 
for  a  modification  of  tithes ;  but  that  year 
after  year  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer has  been  so  bewildered  in  his  con- 
templations, that  he  has  been  forced  to 
abandon  them  altogether;  and  af^er  all 
his  contemplations  he  has  not  been  able  to 
bring  forth  one  single  simple  proposition 
on  the  subject,  nor  produce  one  atom  of 
information.  Now,  sir,  is  this  the  way  in 
which  an  injured  and  dissatisfied  country 
is  to  be  amused  ?  is  it  the  respectful  mode 
of  treating  the  claims,  the  interests,  the 
expectations  of  a  populous  nation  ?  a  na- 
tion whose  destiny  hangs  over  your  poli- 
tical horizon  now,  like  a  dark  and  silent 
cloud.  Is  it  the  way  to  fulfil  the  promise 
held  out  At  the  Union  ?  or  is  this  a  period 
to  hesitate  at  any  attempt  of  acknowledged 
amelioration  ?  to  delay  inevitable  reform  ? 
to  stand  like  a  puny  child  on  the  margin 
of  the  sea,  fearful  to  wet  its  feet,  though 
conscious  that  it  soon  must  plunge  in  ?  Is 
it  a  time  to  neglect  the  interests  of  a  proud, 
injured  and  brave  people,  when  every  pass- 
ing moment  is  fraught  with  chanee  ?  when 
the  scenes  of  the  European  drama  are 
shifting  with  such  great  rapidity,  that  the 
actors  themselves  are  unprepar^  for  their 
exits  and  their  entries  ? — ^I  stand,  sir,  in 
the  same  predicament  as  several  other  Irish 
representatives,  that  of  having  been  in- 
structed by  my  constituents  to  support  in 
parliament,  not  any  particular  or  specific 
mode  of  relief,  but  to  support  any  modifi- 
cation whatever  which  may  be  proposed 
with  regard  to  tithes  ;  and^  for  that  rea- 
son, I  shall  vote  for  the  present  measure, 
though  I  think  it  totally  inadequate  to  ac- 
complish any  general  or  perfect  work  of 
relief.  But  so  little  do  the  people  of  Ire- 
land Concur  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  finding  that  infinity  of  diffi- 
culties in  the  subject,  that  they  say,  and 
with  truth,  that  any  system  whatever 
would  be  preferable  to  the  present.  And 
the  reason  of  this  difFerence  of  opinion  is 
obvious  ;  he  speaks  from  unwillingness  to 
grant  the  relief,  but  they  from  the  sensible 
pressure  of  the  evil.  Let  the  right  hon. 
gent,  propose  any  modification  whatever 
that  may  have  occurred  to  his  contem- 
plations, and  it  will  be  received  with  gra- 
titude by  the  people.  And  this  is  the 
mode  m  which  they  reason  on  the  difficul- 
ty ;  that  is,  in  spite  of  legal  sophistry,  or 
the  arguments  or  the  right  hon.  gentleman^ 
they  Cannot  help  considering  tithes  to  bt. 
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in  iheir  nature  and  their  origin,  which 
really  and  truly  considered  ihey  are,  and 
can  be  nothing  else,  namely  a  mode  of 
taxation  for  the  maintenance  of  the  cler- 
gy ;  so  it  does  not  appear  that  there 
would  be  great  diflicully  in  substituting 
any  other  mode  of  taxation  or  any  orher  ap- 
propriated fund  for  the  present ;  because  that 
any  mode  by  which  the  salaries  oi'  the 
clergy'  might  be  collected  in  Ireland 
would  be  preferable  to  the  present :  and 
a  belter  tax  might  be  easily  substituted 
for  one  which  is  the  worst  possible  in  its 
cfiects.  But,  says  the  right  hun.  gent, 
tithes  are  not  a  lax,  because  he  purchases 
his  estate  subject  to  them.  May  he  not 
purchase  his  estate  subject  to  ihe  land- 
tax  ?  and  is  it  therefore  a  k-ss  tax,  from 
the  burihen  of  which  he  may  be  relieved 
by  the  legislature,  or  which  may  be  modi- 
fied in  any  way  or  exchanged,  or  sold,  as 
it  actually  has  been,  when  the  public  ser- 
vice may  nqnire?  And  why  may  not 
tithes  as  easily  fniJ  a  substitute  ?  If  the 
payment  must  proceed  from  tho  land 
only,  why  not  substitute  a  per  centage 
upon  rents  ?  or  if  the  salaries  of  the  clergy 
ought  to  be  paid  by  all  subjects  equally, 
why  not  substitute  a  property  tax  on  any 
other  fund  appropriated  to  the  purpose  ? 
•  And  as  there  are  now  actually  in  Ireland 
not  one  establishment  only.,  but  three  reli- 
gious establishments  recognized  by  law, 
such  a  tax  would  enable  the  state  to  give 
an  adequate  maintenance  to  all  the  three 
establishments.  And  according  to  com- 
mon policy  and  justice,  it  should  appear 
that  all  the  ministers  of  religion  acknow- 
ledged by  law  should  be  amply  supported 
by  the  public,  or  at  least  so  far  as  to  ren- 
der them  respectable  to  and  independent 
of,  their  congregations.  And  if  a  fund 
was  established  for  this  purpose,  even 
in  part  by  the  salt  of  the  ecclesiastical 
tithes,  contrived  with  any  other  means,  the 
furplus  of  such  funds  might  be  applied  to 
redeem  the  lay  impropriations. —  Now, 
sir,  I  could  wish  with  regard  to  every  sub- 
ject, but  more  particularly  with  regard  to 
this,  that  the  gentlemen  of  England  were 
fully  apprised  of  the  situation  of  the  sister 
island  ;  and  principally  with  the  situation 
of  the  lower  ordei*8.  With  regard  to 
tithes  Ireland  is  peculiarly  circumstanced, 
and  in  all  respects  difterently  from  Eng- 
land. In  this  country  they  are  in  general 
paid  by  the  members  of  one  church  to  the 
ministers  of  the  same  church:  but  in  Ire- 
land they  are  chiefly  paid  by  the  poor,  and 
for  the  support  of  a  clergy  of  a  diiivrent 
\ou  XIV. 


persuasion.  In  England  wherever  there 
is  a  modus  or  a  composition  the  payni'^nt 
of  tithes  is  no  grievanbe  :  it  is  cheerfully 
paid  ;  or  itoui^ht  to  be  so;  an<l  1  doubt  if 
I  should  vote  for  any  alteration  in  the  sys- 
tem of  tithes  in  England.  But  will  you 
teach  the  people  of  Ireland  not  to  consi- 
der their  grievances  according  to  their  own 
ideas  and  feelings;  uhtre  the  tithes  are 
principally  paid  by  the  poorer  orders  of 
catholics  ;  where  all  the  pastures  d'  the 
rich  protestant  grazier,  where  all  the 
gardens,  plantation**  and  demesnes  of  the 
rich  protestant  proprietor,  rrsident,  or  no:i 
resident,  pay  nothing  to  the  support  of 
their  own  church,  while  the  cottier  or  la- 
bourer, who  lives,  or  r<ither  rots  at  his  , 
gate,  cannot  dig  a  meal  for  his  children 
from  his  garden,  at  least  in  the  south  qf  Ire- 
land, until  the  proctor's  arbitrary  demmd 
is  satisfied :  and  let  it  be  what  it  will,  it 
must  be  satisfied,  or  the  wretch  is  threat- 
ened with  what  sounds  more  dreadful  in 
his  ears  than  Uie  echo  of  French  ariiliery 
would  do,  he  is  threatened  with  a  ciiaticn 
to  an  Ecclesiastical  court ;  that  is  lo  say, 
a  citation  to  ruin.  And  thii  for  a  church 
from  which  he  receives  neither  temporal 
comfort  nor  spiritual  consolation  :  for  a 
church  whose  doctrines  were  never  pro- 
mulgated in  Ireland,  at  the  time  of  the 
Reformation,  by  the  messenger  of  peace 
nor  the  minister  of  the  gospel :  who-e 
dogmas  ami  whose  articles  were  nerer 
preached  in  Ireland  but  by  the  thunder  of 
British  musketry,  nor  ever  written  on  the 
hearts  of  the  Irish  nation  but  by  the  sharp- 
ness of  British  swords  :  an  establishment 
which  never  obtained  in  that  country  much 
more  tlian  a  name,  a  mere  outward  form, 
a  sort  of  sketch-  of  existence,  under  the 
bloody  banners  of  Elizabeth  and  Crom- 
well. And  moreover,  the  mode  of  pay-" 
ment  by  tithes  was  not  of  prescriptive 
right  in  Ireland,  nor  even  of  ancient  stand- 
ing;  and  I  doubt  if  they  were  knowli,  or 
levied,  or  ascertained  by  law  in  Ireland, 
previous  to  the  Irish  acts  for  their  collec- 
tion, under  Henry  tho  eighth;  and  though 
the  preamble  to  those  acts  may  recite  n 
supposed  claim  of  the  clergy,  yet  there  is 
no  evidence  of  their  having  been,  unless 
very  partial  1}%  established  in  the  country 
before  that  period.  And  from  that  period 
to  the  present  day  they  have  been  the 
constant  subject  ofgi-ievance  and  resist* 
ance  ;  the  pretence  for  every  insurrection, 
the  watch-word  of  every  rebellion,  the  c  ver- 
lastin?  spring  of  every  animosity  to  Britain. 
The  Irish  parliament  was  generally  and 
u  T 
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earnestly  petitioned  on  the  subject.     This 
house  would    have  been  generally  peti- 
tioned but  for  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  country.     Two  pretty  strong  peti- 
tion:; have  been   read  to  the   house  this 
.evening,  and  several  counties  have  very 
strongly  expressed   their  opinion   on  the 
subject  in   Resolutions  and    Declarations. 
All    might   have   done   so,  but    for    the 
anxiety   on  the  part  of  the  government 
to  suppress  the  voice  of  the  nation.     A 
right,  hon.  gentleman  cries,  no  :    and  I 
will   therefore   mention  one   instance  in 
which  they  shewed  more  than  anxiety,  if 
the  information  which  I  received  is  true, 
and  what  was  rather  extraordinary  and 
unconstitutional,  if  1  am  informed  right, 
for  I  do  not  speak  from  personal   know- 
ledge ;  a  sheriff  of  a  southern  county,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  admi- 
nistration, was  ill  a  ^'cry  unusual  manner, 
superceded  in  his  otBce,  for  attempting  to 
obey  the  requisition  of  respectable  free- 
holders to  Summon  a  county  meeting  upon 
the  subject  ef  tithes. — Sir,  were  the  opi- 
nion of  Ireland  left  free,  and  were  no  incli- 
nation to  appear  on  the  part  of  this  parlia- 
ment, to  redeem  the  pledge  which  Eng- 
land gave  at  the  Union,  for  as  a  pledge  it 
was  received  by  Ireland,  it  is  not  for  those 
measures  which  I  mentioned,  in  confor- 
mity  to  the   promissory   declarations  of 
IVIr.  Pitt,  that  your  table  would  probably 
be  soon  covered  with  petitions  from  every 
county  and  town  in  that  kingdom,  but  fc^r 
that  measure  which  would  indeed  at  once 
relieve  you  from  the  pledge,  and  relieve 
Ireland  from  her  present  state  of  anxious 
and  sickening  expectation,  namely,  for  a 
repeal  of  the  Act  of  Union# 

Mr.  X>.  Browne  thought  it  was  the 
most  serious  duty  of  government  to  attend 
to  the  evils  arismg  out  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  tithes  in  Ireland.  He  was  friendly 
to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  member,  and  to 
any  proposition  which  had  for  its  object 
the  amelioration  of  the  state  of  the  Irish 
peasant.  He  feared  it  was  too  late  in  the 
session  to  enter  with  due  deliberation  on  so 
important  a  subject  ?  but  if  it  was  brought 
ibrwajrd  early  in  the  nexlr^  it  should  have 
bis  support. 

Mr.  Graitau  observed  there  was  no  sub- 
ject that  pressed  more  upon  the  feelings  of 
the  Jrisb  people  than  tithes.  It  aliected 
them  in  evjery  way.  First,  it  came  l}^  the 
shape  of  the  proctor  to  the  door  of  the  poor 
plan's  hovel,  backed  by  foi  indefinite  de- 
piand,  und  fbllowcd  by  a  law-suit  and  a 
^fc^ge  for  agency. — The  propter  was  od  ious 


to  the  Irish  peasant.     lie  was  the  greatest 
little  oppressor  that  ever  rouised  the  indig- 
nation of  a  people.      He  was  a  character, 
who,  having  no  connexion  with  religion^ 
yet  in  Ireland  seemed  identified  with  it — 
Indeed,  with  the  powers  that  the  present 
system  of  tithe-collection  gave  him,   he 
must  always  be  an  oppressor.     He  was  * 
also  a  dishonest  man.     He  not  only  op- 
pressed the  poor  peasant,  but  he  cheated 
the  parson.     He  was  also  the  cause  of  the 
odium  incurred  by  the  clergy.     The  right 
hon.  member  avowtd  himself  a  friend  to 
commutation  for  tithes.      In  establishing 
that,  he  was  for  all  care  being  taken  that 
the  clergy  should  not  sufR^r  hy  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  value  of  tithes.     He  Uiougbt 
that  the  plan  he  once  had  the  honour  to 
propose  to  the  Irish  parliament  very  prac- 
ticable, and  that  much  of  the  disturbances 
that  afterwards  prevailed  in  that  eountry 
might  have  been  avoided  by  its  adoption. 
As  the  system  now  stood,  ii  operated  with 
peculiar  hardship  upon  by  far  the  greater 
portion  of  the  population  of  Ireland.  It  was 
a  hardship  upon  the  catholic  to  p^ty  two 
churches — one  which  he  paid  from  choice, 
and   another  from    necessity;    f r  m   the 
latter  of  which,  as  it  was  well  expressed 
by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  T»ghe)  he  receiv* 
ed  neither  spiritual  consoati^n  n^tr  political 
protection.      He  was  convmci  d  the  poor 
in  Ireland  would  derive  great  advantage 
from  a  commutation.     The  qoestion  it- 
self was  to  be  debated  on  two  grounds, 
both    as    recpectipg    the    measure    itself 
proposed,  and  as  leading  to  a  system  of 
commutation.      To  the  latter  he  professed 
he  had  been  always  friendly;    he  was  aU 
ways  friendly  to  the  church  establishments 
yet  he  could  not  but  think  that  the  nature 
of  tithes  served  only  to  render  the  clergy 
disrespected.  He  would  not  diminish  their 
income,  although  he  considered  it  abun- 
dantly ample ;    but  he  would  not  have  it 
remain  uncertain.     He  allowed  there  was 
difficulty  in  applying  a  remedy  to  the  evil, 
but  he  would  not  allow  it  was  impossible. 
If  gentlemen  will  not  enquire,  they  cannot 
expect  to  be  informed ;  and  the  only  way 
he  knew  of  to  acquire  information,  was  to 
go  into  a  committee,  and  therein  to  learn 
the  state  of  the  Irish  charcb.      If  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  good  grounds  for  the  change 
in  his   sentiments,    he    thought  he  waa 
equally  well  founded  in  adhering  to  hit. 
It  was  idle  and  ridiculous  to  talk  of  inquir- 
ing into  the  real  valae  of  tithes,  for  if  they 
dia  so,  they  would  equally  inquire  into 
I  their  application,  and  the  porpeses  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


045] 


PARL  DEBATES,  May  ly,  }HO0.^Irish  Tithes. 


[640 


which  they  were  originally  granted ;  and, 
in  that  event,  he  apprehended  the  clergy 
would  be  found  to  be  no  great  gainers  by 
this  inquiry  ;  the  trde  object  of  inquiry 
would  be,  what  was  a  fit  and  proper  sup- 
port for  the  clergy }  %nd  upon  that  inquiry 
he  was  sure  they  would  not  be  left  less 
rich ;  and  he  did  not  wish  they  should  be 
more  so. — A  great  hardship  in  tithes  was, 
that  they  were  not  merely  a  tithe  upon 
the  produce  of  the  land,  but  aiso,  of  neces- 
sity, upon  the  labour  in  th«  attainment  of 
that  produce.  The  uncertainty  of  that 
produce  was  likewise  the  foundation  of 
disputes  every  year,  unless  they  did  that 
by  agreement  which  should  be  done  by 
act  of  parliament.  He  had  hirpself  at  two 
different  periods,  proposed  what  lie'consi- 
dered  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  and  he  thought 
either  of  them  was  preferable  to  the  pre- 
sent system  ;  in  like  manner  he  consider- 
ed the  present  Bill,  as  proposed,  at  least 
feasible.  At  the  period  of  the  existence 
of  that  description  of  disturbjers  calied 
White  Boys,  he  had  proposed,  and  a  cler- 
gyman had  adopted  a  system  of  commuta- 
tion, by  which  he  had  obtained  an  income 
considerably  larger,  and  with  mutual  satis- 
faction, than  he  could  have  obtained  by 
the  regular  mode  of  levying  tithes. — The 
system  of  leases  he  by  no  means  consider- 
ed as  impracticable  ;  and  they  would  cer- 
tainly have  the  good  effect  of  enabling  the 
fanner  to  follow  and  enjoy  his  industry 
without  the  dread  of  any  fresh  demand 
being  made  upon  that  industry.  He  con- 
sidered the  prin«iple  a  good  one,  and  com* 
mutation  eligible,'as  securing  to  the  farmer 
the  greatest  blessing  he  was  capable  of  re- 
ceiving— a  security  against  uncertainty  ; 
and  if  the  riffht  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  doubted  it,  the  bfest  mode  of 
deciding  the  question  would  be  to  establish 
a  commission  to  inquire  into  the  subject. 
An  acreable  rate,  he  understood,  would  sa- 
tisfy the  parishioners,  and  improve  the  in- 
come of  the  clergyman. 

Mr.  M.  Fitzgcraid  supported  the  motion, 
and  in  doing  S'»,  represented  the  hardships 
of  a  million  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  who 
were  exposed  to  greater  burdens  in  regard 
to  tithes  than  the  people  of  England:  and 
in  Ireland  no  poor  rates  and  no  paupers 
were  supported  at  the  public  expence, 
while  those  here  were  supported  by  poor 
rates  and  in  workhouses.  Hj  thought  the 
fate  of  the  Irish  peasant  not  superior  to  that 
of  the  negro.  The  present  measure  went 
to  his  amelioration,  and  therefore  he  con- 
tended it  ought  to  be  voted  for. 


Mr.  M'Na^hien  argued  against  the  mo- 
tion. He  should  be  glad  to  hear  of  any 
plan  that  was  likely  to  effect  a  change  that 
could  add  to  the  comforts  of  those  paying 
tithes,  but  he  had  as  yet  heard  of  none 
that  could  meet  with  his  approbation.  He 
recommended  to  gentlemen  not  to  bring 
forward  any  measure  of  this  sort  until  they 
could  prepare  a  proper  substitute  for  that 
which  they  meant  to  remedy. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  that  he  had  often  turn- 
ed his  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  tith« 
system  of  Ireland,  and  never  had  done  so 
without  coming  to  a  conclusion  that  this 
system  was  a  great  inconvenience,  if  not  a 
severe  grievance  to  that  part  of  the  empire.  ' 
No  one  could  feel  more  desirous  than  he 
did  to  amend  or  alter  the  oppressive  parts 
of  it;  it  was  the  conviction  of  his  mind, 
that  some  modification  would  be  useful, 
and  he  felt  it  to  be  his  public  duty  to  take 
the  first  fair  and  favourable  opportunity  of 
effecting  it ;  but  it  was  those  very  feel- 
ings that  obliged  him  to  oppose  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  gent,  which  he  sincerely 
thought  would  render  more  difficult,  if  not 
altogether  impossible,  the  effective  remedy 
of  the  evils  complained  against.  In  the 
first  place,  the  tiifie  at  which  this  measure 
is  proposed  is  totally  unsuitable  :  at  so 
late  a  period  of  the  session,  to  enter  on  a 
subject  of  such  vast  importance,  of  such, 
intricate  detail,  and  such  various  interests, 
would  be  in  fact  to  insure  its  defeat,  and 
by  such  defeat  tb  create  a  prejudice  against 
it,  when  hereafter  brought  forward  at  a 
fitter  season.  He  thought,  too,  that  as  a 
remedy  of  the  system,  it  was  totally  inade* 
quate,  and  he  could  not  think  that  enabling 
the  clergy  to  make  lithe  leases  for  21 
years,  would  in  any  considerable  degree 
Alleviate  the  pressure  on  the  peasant  and 
the  poor.  But  his  great  objection  to  the 
motion  arose  out  of  his  anxious  wish  to 
ameliorate  the  existing  system,  because 
the  proposed  bill  went  in  fact  to  perpetn- 
ate  it;  it  went  to  pledge  the  good  faith  of 
parliament  to  its  continuance  for  2 1  years 
at  least,  during  which  time  no  change 
could  be  proposed ;  but  it  went  farther, 
and  extended  its  existence  for  21  years, 
from  the  date  of  any  future  lease  that 
might  be  made  under  it,  before  the  actual 
change  should  be  approved;  so  that  at 
whatever  time  we  should  agree  to  a  modi- 
fication of  the  system,  21  years  must 
elapse  before  it  could  become  effectual. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  from  this 
pressing  consideration,  he  felt  himself 
obliged,  as  a  friend  to  the  principle  of. 
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tithe  reform-,  to  oppose  the  introduction  of 
the  present  bill,  which  n^ust  inevitably  (Je- 
liiy,  and  would  probably  prevent  for  ever 
that  reform  which  he  desired.      ^ 

Mr.  Huichimqn  supported  the  motion. 
He  thought  the  tithe-  system  in  i)ni(Iand 
was  perfect  in  comparison  to  that  of  Ire- 
land, and  although  the  present  propo- 
sition did  not  go  .to  remedy  the  evil, 
yet  it  pledged  the  house,  that  early  in 
next  session  ihey  would  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  it. 

Mr.  French  moved  the  Previous  Ques- 
tion, as  he  saw  no  prospect  of  the  house 
being  able  to  discuss  the  measure  during 
this  session,  and  it  was  only  encouraging 
a  feeling  which  they  could  not  gratify. 

On  the  Previous  Question  being  p(it 
ffom  the  Chair, 

Mr.  IVilberforce  rose,  and  stated  his 
anxiety  that  some  remedy  should  be 
adopted  for  the  evils  complained  of,  but 
he  saw  no  prospect  of  effecting  any  thing 
effectual  during  the  present  session.  The 
house  were  at  present  much  in  want  of 
information  upon  the  subject  of  Irish  po- 
licy, a  circumstance  which  was  much  to 
be  regretted,  but  as  it  could  not  proceed 
to  propose  a  remedy,  he  should  wish  this 
question  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  pre- 
vious question,  rather  than  an  actual  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  Secretary  Cawm'/jn;  thought  it  amount- 
ed to  the  same  thing,  whether  the  house 
disposed  of  this  question  by  a  direct  ne- 
gative, or  by  the  previous  question  being 
put,  aft  it  was  evident  to  him,  that  the 
time,  propriety,  or  expediency  ofthemea- 
furc,  held  out  no  prospect  of  its  being  pos- 
sible to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of 
during  this  session.  It  was  not  by  suddt^n 
fits  nor  starts  that  any  great  evil  could  be 
got  rid  of;  but  there  must  necessarily  be 
many  considerations  of  all  its  bearings, 
and  much  discussion  upon  every  point, 
and  every  interest  affected  by  a  change 
previous  to  its  adoption.  Although  the 
union  of  the  two  countries  had  identified 
the  interests  of  them  both,  yet  still  there 
was  a  necessity  for  nice  discrimination  be- 
fore any  alteration  of  a  particular  system 
should  take  place  as  to,  or  so  as  to  as- 
similate it  with  that  of  the  other,  as  much 
depended  upon  local  circumstances.  He 
should  vote  for  the  previous  question, 
although  it  "was  hot  usual  to  propose  it 
upon  the  bringing  in  a  bill,  as  ne  did 
not  object  to  the  motion  upon  principle. 
If,  however,  he  thought,  that  it  had  been 
proposed  with  a   view  to   infringe  upoo 


the  established  church,  he  should  cer- 
tainly object  to  the  measure  upon  its  prin- 
ciple. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  said  there  was  no  reason 
to  apprehend  that  the  measure  for  re- 
medy mg  the  evils  complained  of  could  in- 
fringe upon  the  Protestant  Church,  as  it 
was  one  of  the  essential  provisions  of 
the  Union  that  that  should  be  maintained 
as  the  ,  established  religion  of  the  land. 
He  understood  that  the  generality  of  the 
ecclesiastical  bodies  in  Ireland  were  all  in 
favour  of  a  change  in  the  system  of  col- 
lecting tithes,  and  it  was  only  a  few  of 
the  higher  order  who  objected  to  it. 

Mr.  Pamell  said  in  reply  that  he  by  no 
means  desired  an  abolition  of  tithes  ; 
that  ke  did  not  wish  for  any  alteration, 
but  such  a  one  as  would  secure  the  clergy 
a  fair  equivalent  for  what  they  now  pos- 
sessed ;  that  the  inference  he  drew  11*001 
the  relative  numbers  of  Catholics  and 
Protestants  went  mferely  to  this,  that  if 
nine-tenths  of  the  people  were  to  pay  the 
clergy  oP  the  remaining  one-tenth,  they 
ought  to  be  permitted  to  pay  them  in  the 
way  the  most  easy  and  agreeable  to 
themselves.  He  said  he  was  extremely 
surprised  to  hear  it  objected  to  his  motion 
that  the  period  of  the  session  was  too  late 
for  entertaining  it  ;  because  the  Irish 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  on 
Wednesday  neyt  propose  to  the  house  to 
lay  new  taxes  upon  the  people  of  Ireland, 
to  the  amount  of  2  or  400,000/.  per  an- 
num. If  then  it  was  not  too  late  to  im- 
pose new  burthens  upon  the  people,  how 
can  it  be  too  late  to  redress  a  grievance  of 
which  the  people  of  Ireland  universally 
complain  ? 

A  division  then  took  place,  when  the 
Previous  Question  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority. 

For  the  Previous  Question     -  -  157 

Against  it 62 

Majority  -..-.- 75 

[Mr.  Curwen's  Reform  Bill] — Mr. 
Curwen  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  a 
Committee  on  the  Seats  in  Parliament 
Bill. 

Lord  Folkestone,  after  the  long  discus- 
sion which  had  already  taken  place,  sub- 
mitted whether  it  would  not  be  desirable 
to  postpone  the  debate  upon  this  important 
subject  to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Cunctri  was  at  all  times  anxious  to 
hear  the  sentiments  of  the  boyse  upon 
this  question  ;  but  as  he  was  aware  that 
some  of  the  clauses  in  the  bill  were  dii- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6i9] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Mat  10,  1809.— -Mr.  Cunccn's  Rifarwi  BiU. 


[65tf 


approved  of,  he  should  not  feel  indisposed 
to  posipone  tiic  discussion,  because  he 
should  therehy  have  tour  or  five  days  to 
reconsider  these  clauses. 

Mr.  G.  Johnstone  thought,  that  after  a 
discussion  which  had  lasted  for  six  hours, 
this  que>tiou  could  not  receive  a  full 
discui^slon  and  he  was  therefore  for  the 
postponement. 
.    On    the  .motion   of  Mr.   Cunvcn,   the 

Question  having  been  put  that  the  Speaker 
o  leave  the  Chair, 
Mr.  Hidiey  Colhume  declared,  that  if 
this  bill  were  to  pass,  four-fifths  of  the 
boroughs  would  be  aifected  by  it.  The 
motion  of  which  an  honourable  friend  of 
his  had  given  notice  for  a  Reform  in  Par- 
liament, was  less  objectionable  than  this 
measure,  and  iherelore  this  bill  should 
have  his  decided  negative. 

Sir  jr.  W,  Wynn  obseiTed,  that  he  was  de- 
scended from  those  persons  who  had  origi- 
nated the  acts  against  bribery  at  elections, 
.and  for  the  trial  of  controverted  elections, 
and  consequently  a  friend  to  any  measure, 
calculated  to  promote  the  objects  professed 
in  those  acts.  Those  who  gave  money 
for  their  seats,  did  it  with  a  view  to  get 
it  back;  and,  though  some  of  those  who 
get  into  parliament  in  that  way  were  good 
members,  others  were  bad,  and  conse- 
quently he  should  support  the  bill. 

]\Ir.  George  Johnstone  rose  and  Lpoke  as 
follows: — Mr.  Speaker;  1  much  approve 
ef  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  hoo. 
gent.  (Mr.  Ridley  Colburn^)  who  first 
spoke  in  this  debate.  He  has  stated  suffi- 
cient ground  to  satisfy  the  house,  that  if  it 
were  to  adopt  the  remedies  proposed  by 
the  author  of  the  Bill,  there  would  ensue 
evils  much  greater  than  those  which  it  is 
now  sought  to  cure.  But  there  are  rea- 
sons, still  more  cogent,  which  induce  me 
:to  believe^  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  house 
to  reject  the  proposition  in  its  present 
itage.  This  is  a  measure  of  no  ordinary 
nature  ;  my  hon.  friend  modestly  pro- 
fesses to  desire  only  to  carry  into  effect 
the  Resolutions  which  stand  recorded  on 
our  Journals ;  but  his  Bill  is  broad  and 
comprehensive  in  its  enactments ;  and,  if 
passed  into  a  law  in  its  present  shape,  will 
alter  the  composition  of  parliament  in  such 
a  degree,  that  few,  indeed,  of  the  persons 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  address,  could 
retain  their  seats,  if  they  complied  strictly 
with  all  the  obligations  about  to  be  im- 
posed.— It  appears  to  me,  that  there  is  no 
sufficient  ground  stated  for  the  house  to 
adopt  measures  of  so  dangerous  and  so  in- 


deiinite  a  nature.  The  constitution,  under^ 
which  we  enjoy  so  many  blessings,  is  not 
the  work  of  art;  it  is  not  the  work  of 
human  wisdom  alone,  but  has  been  pro- 
duced by  a  happy  combination  of  circum- 
stances, during  the  lapse  of  ages;  and  to 
hazard  the  safety  of  such  a  fabric  by  mea- 
sures of  dangerous  reCbrm,  whose  conse- 
quences the  house  cannot  calculate,  seems 
to  be  the  height  of  fully  and  presumption. 
The  hon.  baronet  (Sir  Waikin  Wynn) 
has  quoted,  with  great  approbation,  the 
Treating  Act,  the  Bribery  Act,  and  the 
Act  for  regulating  Elections;  I  concur 
with  him  in  the  applause  that  he  has  be- 
stowed upon  those  wise  statutes;  but  I 
wish  the  house  to  regulate  its  conduct  by 
the  conduct  pursued  ,by  our  ancestors  on 
those  important  occasions.  It  was  not  on 
any  speculative  principles  that  those  acts 
were  adopted ;  it  was  not  until  the  evils 
they  were  meant  to  remedy  were  felt  and 
observed,  in  their  practical  effects.  Our 
ancestors  were  bng  aware  of  the  conse- 
quences of  excessive  treating  at  elections; 
but  it  was  not  until  the  year  10^«  when 
great  and  extensive  evils  were  endured^ 
by  the  competition  among  the  great  fami- 
lies to  obtain  returns  to  parliament,  that 
any  legislative  remedy  was  judged  neces- 
sary. In  like  manper,  bribery  may  hava 
been  coeval  with  the  importance  attached 
to  scats  in  this  bouse ;  but  it  was  not  until 
the  evil  was  brought  before  the  view  of 
our  ancestors,  in  an  aggravated  form,  at 
the  election  for  Beverley,  that  the  present 
act  to  prevent  it  was  adopted.  So,  also> 
the  partial  decisions  on  controverted  elec- 
tions had  been  complained  offer  a  length 
of  time^;  but  it  was  not  until  the  disease 
assumed  a  more  malignant  character ;  it 
was  not  until  parliament,  reviewing  the 
repeated  decisions  it  had  pronounced^ 
under  ministerial  influence,  on  the  case  of 
Mr.  AVilkes,  became  ashamed  of  its  own 
conduct,  and  applied  the  remedy  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Grenville's  Act. — Since  all 
legislative  provisions  are  in  themselves 
evils,  by  restraining  natural  liberty,  it  is 
not  a  sufficient  ground  to  have  recourse  to 
them,  that  certain  habits  prevail  which 
9eem  unbecoming  and  improper.  We 
must  trace  them  in  their  practical  conse* 
quences  ;  and  before  the  house  ttdopts  a 
legal  remedy  some  practical  evil  should 
be  apparent,  of  a  plain,  distinct,  and  un- 
equivocal nature.  —  Now,  Sir,  whatever 
may  be  the  various  means  by  which  gen- 
tlemen attaui  the  honour  of  sitting  in  this 
house,  whers  shall  we  find  the  practical 
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evils  of'the  present  constitution  ?  Is  it  in 
the  admission  of  persons  unworthy  of  so 
high  a  trust  from  education,  from  charac- 
'  ter,  or  from  manners ;  or  is  it  in  the  nee- 
Icct  and  misconduct  of  parliament  itself? 
I  am  aware,  that  parliameni,  out  of  doors, 
is  charged  with  every  degree  of  miscon- 
dtict.  I  know;  that  we  are  said  to  be  ut- 
terly anworthy  of  public  trust ;  but  b«- 
ctiuse  we  are  calumniaied  Abroad,  let  us 
not  calumniate  ourselves.  Let  our  pro- 
ceijdings  be  carefullr  examined ;  let  our 
conduct  be  comparea  with  the  conduct  of 
other  public  bodies,  in  other  nations,  in- 
trutften  with  similar  power,  or  compared 
>vith  th«  conduct  of  Our  ancestors  in  the  best 
periods  of  our  history  ;  and  let  the  country 
decitfe  whether  we  have  discharged  our 
duty.  Let  us  be  judged  with  reference  to 
what  has  existed  in  any  age,  or  m  any 
cofuntry.  From  such  an  ordeal  we  shrink 
not ;  but  let  us  not  be  tried  on  the  theo- 
retic principles  of  virtue,  which  have  never 
hiad  a  practical  existence,  and  are,  in  fact, 
inconsistent  with  the  frailties  of  human 
nature.— To  listen  to  what  has  been  ex- 
pressed out  of  doors,  and  what  indeed  hfvs 
been  hinted  within  these  walls,  it  might 
be  supposed  that  the  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land resembled  the  Senate  of  Venice,  le- 
gislating only  for  its  own  benefit  and 
advantage ;  but  what  foundation  exi^s  for 
this  and  other  charges  ?  Have  the  mem- 
bers df  this  house  been  fmmd  to  exempt 
themselves  from  the  public  burdens  in 
any  inrtance?  or,  on  the  contrary,  is 
it  not  notorious  that,  amidst  the  diffi- 
culties induced  by  extended  taxation, 
whenever  we  are  at  a  los^  for  a  new  tax, 
We  htfve  tmrtiediate  recourse  to  th^t  class 
of  tax,  which  biftars  more  immediately 
upon  onrselves — ^to  the  assessed  taxes? 
Have  we,  kiany  instance,  sought  peculiar 
privileges  for  ourselves  ?  Is  not  every  one 
bi  those,  which  existed  at  his  majesty's 
^recession  to  the  throne>  now  abolished? 
And  so  little  effort  did  this  seem  to  re- 
quire, that  the  Bill  by  which  the  last  of 
6ur  priviheges  was  extinguished,  (Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Be^^s  Kll,)  passed  through  the  house 
almost  without  notice;  and  the  process  of 
Xhe  law  is  now,  in  every  respect,  the  same 
towards  members  of  this  house  as  to- 
WSir#s  the  lowest  and  meanest  individual  in 
the  land.  Gentlemen  appear  to  l>e  sur- 
prised that  1  should  even  mention  sach  to- 
pics, so  little  doe^  the  idea  enter  into  the 
mind  tff  any  one  ^ong  tfs;  but  let  it 
be  rec€rllected,  that  to  obtain  exemptions 
and   privileges   for  their  members,   has 
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been  the  first  effort  of  all  public  bodies  in 
foreign  countries,  possessing  powers  simi- 
lar to  our  own.— ^But  are  we  less  careful 
of  the  public  money  than  were  our  ances* 
tors  ?  Is  parliament  more  disposed  to  lavish 
the  resources  of  the  state  than  in  other 
times  ?  Amidst  facts  innumerable,  since  the 
Revolution,  it  is  sufficient  to  state,  that 
even  so  late  as  in  this  reign,  when,  in 
1759  it  was  proposed  to  pay  the  debts  of 
the  Civil  List,  parliament  TOted  the  mo- 
ney required ;  and  yet  ministers  refused 
to  produce  the  accounts,  by  which  alone 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  grant  • 
could  be  jocfged.  In  the  present  titne,  does 
there  exist  a  minister  so  lost  to  all  sense 
of  propriety  as  thus  to  conduct  himself? 
or,  if  such  a  minister  could  be  found,  is 
there  a  man  within  these  walls  who  would 
not  raise  his  voice  to  express  his  indigna- 
tion ? — But  it  is  said,  that  there  prevails 
the  greatest  abuse  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
poWic  resources,  and  that  we  are  unwill- 
mg  to  make  a  reform. — Is  there  any  truih, 
anv justice,  in  the  charge? — The  know- 
ledge obtained  upon  this  subject  is,  in  it- 
self, a  proof  of  strong  desire  to  reform 
and  amend ;  since  it  is  the  result  of  the  la- 
bours of  commrttees  appointed  by  parlia- 
ment, with  a  view  to  examine,  and  cor- 
rect, whatever  of  evil  may  exist  in  our 
system.  But  with  all  our  diligence,  and 
all  our  researches,  what  is  the  amount  of 
the  abuses  we  have  discovered,  and  what 
the  condua  we  have  adopted  ?  The  abuses 
discovered  in  the  naval  branch  of  expen- 
diture, by  the  laborious  diligence  of  a 
most  meritorious  commisiiion,  must  be  pro- 
nounced as  very  considerable,  compared 
with  the  extent  of  the  service.  And  even 
the  abuses  that  existed  were  chiefly  carried 
on  in  the  West  Indies,  which  ii  beyond 
the  reach  of  ordinairy  vigilance,  and  have 
now  ceased.  In  the  expendirore  of  the 
mihtaty  dep^rrtment  there  has  been  f<>urid 
more  ground  for  comptahit,  as  was  to  have 
been  expected  from  the  inddinite  nature 
of  the  service  to  be  performed.  Btrt  has 
there  been  shown  any  tardirress  to  restrain 
the  evil  when  discovered  ?  send  are  not  re- 
medies applied,  such  as  promise  to  be  ef- 
fectual ?  It  has  been  truly  said,  that  the 
abuses  m  each  gentleman's  private  house- 
hold exceeded  the  abuses  in  the  public  dis- 
bursement, on  a  comparison  of  their  respec- 
tive anmunts.  Let  gentlemen  consider  the 
prodigious  magriTtude  of  the  services  which 
are  carried  on;  let  them  consider  that 
ttiey  extend  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe ; 
and  is  it.  astonishing  that,  under  such  ci^ 
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cumstauccs^  all  the  vigilance,  all  the  at* 
lention  cf  government,  should  sometimes 
be  unable  to  prevent  the  frauds  of  the  per- 
sons in  whose  hands  such  trusts  are  re- 
posed ?  Do  gentlemen  expeqt  that  uny  go- 
Ternment  should  be  more  vigilant  in  the 
discharge  of  its  functions  than  is  the  Bwk 
itselC  whose  attention,  whose  regularity, 
has  ever  been  proverbial.^  and  yet  we 
find,  that  in  the  very  simple  functions 
which  belong  to  that  body,  and  in  spke  of 
all  its  care,  a  fraud  was  practised  upon  it 
a  few  years  ago^  to  an  extent  far  exceeding 
any  which  has  taken  place  in  the  various 
and  complicated  duties,  that  belong  to  go- 
vernment. But  here  agfdn,  to  form  a  just 
estimate  of  what  is  due  to  ourselves,  let 
us  compare  the  practices  of  former  times ; 
let  us  look  to  the  abuses  that  existed  in  the 
time  of  the  duke  oi' Marl  borough,  in  which 
he  himself,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army>  was  a  participator.  What  was  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Walpole,  when  secreta- 
ry at  war?  so  late  as  in  the  seven-years' 
war,  similar  practices  prevailed  to  a  de- 
gree which  enabled  our  commissaries  to 
start. into  rivalry  with  the  moet  ancient 
and  opu'ent  familii^s  of  the  kingdom.  In 
the  American  war  they  likewise  existed, 
though  not  to  so  enormous  an  extent ;  but 
in  the  present  times  the  house  has  the  sa- 
tisfaction to  know,  that  these  evils  have 
m  all  cases  been  mitigated,  and  in  many 
completely  restrained.  Where  our  cem- 
missaries  are  within  the  conrrol  of  govern- 
ment, they  have  executed  their  duty  with 
singular  purity  and  honour;  in  Holland,  in 
Egypt,  in  Hanover,  in  Spain :  and  if  in 
the  West  Indies  considerable  frauds  wer(^ 
practised  in  the  year  1796,  efiectual  means 
of  correction  have  now  been  adopted. — 
Did  the  pi*oceeding  of  the  house,  not 
many  uigbts   ago,  and  the   countenance 

ffiven  (o  the  propositions  of  an  hon,  gent. 
Mr.  Henry  Martin),  show  an  unwilling., 
ness  to  examine  and  amend  whatever  there 
be  of  evil  in  our  ins*titutions  ?  Did  it  not 
appear  that  the  pensions  and  sinecures 
amounted  to  only  a  one  hundred  and  eigh* 
tietb  part  of  our  annual  expenditure?  and 
was  there  not  manifested,  on  all  sides  of 
the  house,  a  disposition  to  retrench  any 
part  of  this  charge,  which  should  on  a  fair 
examination  appear  superfluous  }  h  it  no 
proof  of  public  virtue  that  a  revenue  ex- 
ceeding 00  millions  is  collected  at  no 
greater  ex  pence  than  2,700,000/.  ;  a  les<t 
rate  than  is  paid  by  many  individuals  in 
this  house  for  the  sale  of  their  sugars,  or 
is  allowed  by  the  Lord  Cbaneelloi*  to  the 


receiver  of  any  landed  estate,  under  his 
authority  ?  Far  from  aoknowUdging  neg-^ 
lect  or  criminality,  I  coafidsatly  maintain, 
that  the  conduct  of  parliament,  in  late 
y€iars#  gives  it  a  great  claim  to  the  con- 
fidence and  gratitude  of  the  country^ 
which  our  ancestors  never  possessed.*^ 
But  it  is  said,  that,  on  a  late  memorabla 
occasion,  parliament  displayed  the  gross* 
est  proof  of  misconduct,  of  corruption, 
and  ^  contempt  of  the  sentiments  a^4 
opinions  of  its  constituents.  So  little  am  1 
disposed  to '  regard  this  transaction  in  the 
same  tight,  that  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert, 
that  when  the  passions  of  the  people  shall 
be  so  far  abated  as  to  enable  them  to  take 
a  calm  and  dispassionate  view  of  ;^11  the 
circumstances  attendant  on  it ;  or  were 
an  intelHgent  foreigner  reouired  to  pro- 
nounce upon  it,  it  must  be  aeclared  to  be 
a  case,  which,  beyond  all  others,  manifest 
the  power  of  the  popular  branch  of  our 
constitution.  The  son  of  our  sovereif^ 
holding  an  office  of  the  highest  trust, 
which,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  all 
mankind,  he  had  discharged  with  eminent 
ability,  put  upon  his  trial  by  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  this  house,  on  the  accusation 
of  a  person  very  little  known  in  parlia- 
ment, and  totally  unsupported  by  any 
party.  After  a  most  patient  and  laborious 
investigation,  where  the  chief  evidence  was 
a  woman  under  the  influence  of  jealousy 
and  hatred,  altogether  destitute  of  charac- 
ter or  morals,  a  personage  so  exalted  in 
rank  and  dignity  compelled  to  retire  from 
his  high  situation,  in  spite  of  all  the  efibrt* 
of  administration,  aided  and  suppoirted  hy 
such  parts  of  opposition  as  had  ever  filled 
'or  entertained  an  expectattt>ii  of  fihiny 
public  nations.  But  it  is  denied  that  ihia 
resignation  was  the  result  of  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  hou<se  of  commo^^s  iu 
self.  It  is  said  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  bouse  decided  favourahrly  to  the  Duke 
of  York,  and  that  it  was  the  voice  of  the 
people,  alone,  which  compelled  him  to 
resign.  In  the  view  that  I  take  of  our  coa'% 
stitution,  considering  it  as  a  machine  for 
practical  purposes,  J  am  sdti^Sed  when  a 
l)et.*eficial  result  is  attained  ;  nor  am  I 
anxioui  to  inquire,  when  oitr  object  is  ac-, 
complished,  by  what  means  it  is  brought 
about ;  but  surely  it  was  parliament  itself 
that  compelled  his  royal  highness  to  r»* 
sign.  No  person  who  observed  the  pehlie 
proceeding  of  the  house,  and  knew  the 
feelings  and  sentiments  that  pervaded  it, 
would  deny  that  it  was  prepared  nltimatelj 
to  have  oencurred  in  a  ivete  for  kii  royal 
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highnesses  removal  from  office,  htid  not  his 
resignation  prevented  it;  ahhough  it  re- 
fused to  record  on  the  Journals  a  resolution, 
which,  in  a  case  of  much  doubt,  affixed  an 
indelible  reproach  on  his  character.  But  I 
am  prepared  to  go  still  further,  and  to 
assert  that  this  result  ts,  in  reality,  the  most 
beneficial  that  could  be  attained  ;  and 
such  as  a  moderate  and  politic  person 
would  have  desired,  whatever  had  been 
the  light  in  which  he  viewed  the  conduct 
o^  the  Duke  of  York.  By  his  removal 
from  office,  the  ereat  practical  object  in 
view  was  attained ;  and  for  all  purposes 
of  example,  the  public  nature  of  the  in- 

3uiry,  and  the  result,  would  operate  to 
eter  others,  quite  as  forcibly,  as  if  we 
had  proceeded  to  the  severest  punishment: 
at  the  same  time,  by  refusing  to  record  on 
QQT  Journals  the  Resolutions  proposed, 
we  abstained  from  degrading  monarchy  in 
the  person  of  a  prince  so  nearly  connected 
with  the  throne,  and  escaped  from  the  se- 
rious embarrassments  which  would  have 
ensued,  had  the  regency,  or  the  Si)vereignly 
of  the  realm,  descended  to  a  man  dis- 
graced and  dishonoured  by  the  deliberate 
and  solemn  vote  of  parliament.  Lament- 
able, indeed,  will  be  the  condition  of  the 
country,  when  parliament  shall  be  found 
insensible  to  the  feelings  of  the  nation  ; 
but  far  more  calamitous  will  be  the  times, 
when  it  shall  become  the  mere  echo  of  the 
Toice  of  the  people.  Individually  we 
onght  to  sympathize,  Vrc  ought  to  partake 
of  every  sentiment  of  those,  by  whom, 
and  for  whom,  our  authority  is  constituted. 
But  in  the  resolves  of  parliament,  the  sen- 
timents of  the  people  ought  ever  to  appear 
softened  and  refined  ;  divested  of  all  their 
grossness ;  and,  above  all,  purified  from 
that  passion  and  violence  which  is  inse- 
parable from  popular  feeling.  But  it  is 
contended,  that  the  practices  which  this 
bill  attempts  to  remedy  are  contrary  to^ 
the  theory  of  our  constitution.  After  what 
has  passed  in  parliament;  after  it  has 
been  said,  that  the  practice  complained 
of  is  "  notorious  as  the  sun  at  noon-day," 
(see' p.  519).  it  would  be  prudery  in  me  to 
deny  that  something  of  the  kind  may 
«xist.  But  I  cannot  admit  that  it  is  "  no- 
torious as  the  sun  at  noon-day ;"  and  if 
such  abuses  prevail,  I  believe  them  to 
have  been  uniformly  practised  in  secrecy. 
When  gentlemen,  however,  appeal  to  the 
theory  of  our  constitution,  they  appeal  to 
that  which  I  do  not  distinctly  compre- 
hend, to  something  of  which  I  suspect 
they  thiemsf  hres  ha^e  no  very  definite  con- 


ception. So  much,  however,  is  certain, 
that  every  theory  of  our  cnnsiitution 
differs  altogether  from  the  practice.  Our 
theory  supposes  the  powei*  of  the  consti- 
tution to  be  lodged  in  three  branches, 
checking  and  controlling  each  other; 
while  it  is  perfectly  evident,  that,  by  the 
change  of  circumstances,  the  whole  prac- 
tical power  of  the  constitutionMs  vested  in 
the  house  of  commons,  which,  by  with- 
holding supplies,  may  entirely  control  the 
other  two  branches  of  the  constitution.  It 
is  sufficient  for  me  to  know,  that  it  has 
produced  greater  practical  benefits  than 
have  been  found  ip  exist  in  any  other  go- 
vernment, ancient  or  modern  ;  and,  as 
long  as  we  continue  to  enjoy  such  bless- 
ings, I  shall  never  be  studious  in  the  pur- 
suit of  theoretical  amendments.  But  ano- 
ther, and  a  better  ground,  is  taken,  when 
gentlemen  say,  we  seek  to  restore  the  con- 
stitution to  its  ancient  purity  ; — this  1  fully 
comprehend  ;  1  join  issue  with  them  ;  and 
if  they  will  point  out  the  times  in  which 
greater  purity  existed  than  in  the  present 
times,  I  will  gladly  recur  to  the  practices 
which  then  prevailed.  But  let  us  examine 
this  question :  gentlemen  would  scarcely 
wish  to  go  back  to  the  times  of  the  Tudors, 
when  parliament  was  the  base  instrument 
of  the  legal  vengeance  of  our  monarch. 
As  little  would  they  recur  to  the  times  of 
the  Stuarts.  Many  useful  laws  were  cn- 
actvi  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  second  ; 
but  will  it  be  denied,  that  almost  all  the 
chief  leaders  in  the  house  were  actually 
in  the  pay  of  France  ?  But  I  suppose  that 
we  are  to  look  for  an  example  in  the  reign  . 
of  king  William,  when  those  self-denying 
ordinances,  which  are  so  much  the  object 
of  admiration  in  the  present  Hay,  (the  laws 
against  placemen  and  pensioners),  were 
passed.  Let  us  look  a  little  at  the.practice 
of  those  times  :  is  it  not  notorious  that  the 
monarch  himself  received  a  present  of 
10,000/.  ;  that  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  received  5,00i)/. ;  and  that  a  per- 
son was  found,  who  disgraced  the  chair 
now  so  honourably  filled,  by  the  accept- 
ance of  a  bribe  of  1,000/.  ?  Nor  are  these 
solitary  cases.  There  is  scarce  a  page  of 
the  history  of  those  times,  in  which  some- 
thing of  the  same  sort  will  not  be  found. 
If  we  proceed  to  the  succeeding  reigns, 
we  shall  find  our  ministers,  Walpole  and 
Stanhope,  acknowledging  in  this  very 
house  their  mutual  peculations  and  em- 
bezzlements. In  the  following  years,  how 
many  abuses  were  practised  in  respect  ef 
the  South-Sea  bubble,  and  the  Corporation 
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for  the  Benefit  <^  the  Poor  ?  and  l|ow  many 
members  of  this  lioiise  w^re  expelled,  in 
consequence  of  the  grossest  frauds  ?  Surely 
then,  in  no  part  of  sir  Robert  Walpole's  ad- 
ministration shall  we  find  an  example  of  that 
purity  to  which  we  may  refer ;  in  fact,  it  was 
not  until  the  adm'uiistration  of  Mr.  Pelham 
that  ministers  were  free  from  the  reproach 
of  personal  corruption,  not  such  practices 
as  are  now  stated  to  exist ;  not  the  exer- 
tion of  inflvience ;  not  arrangements,  by 
which  men  may  come  into  parliament 
here  to  exercise  a  free  agency,  all  which 
prevailed  to  the  same  degree  as  at  pre- 
sent ;  but  the  absolute  receipt  of  monies, 
of  bribes  in  their  own  persons,  for  the 
vilest  and  most  unworthy  purposes.  Per- 
haps it  is  impossible  better  to  illustrate  the 
dinerence  between  those  times  and  the  pre- 
sent, than  by  a  reference  to  what  took  place 
concerning  the  very  piece  of  ground  at  Chel- 
sea, which  has  been  ^matter  of  so  much  dis- 
cussion. Sir  Robert  Walpole,  the  minister, 
without  a  pretence,' scrupled  not  to  obtain 
from  the  crown  a  erant  of  the  land  of  a 
national  charity,  for  his  own  individual 
benefit;  and  the  transaction  passed  en- 
tirely without  notice,  whilst  the  grant  of  a 
part  of  that  very  ground,  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  proceeding  through  all  the 
forms  required  by  the  law,  has  set  the  na- 
tion in  a  ferment.  In  saying  this,  how- 
ever, I  desire  not  to  be  understood  as  ap- 
proving, in  any  degree,  of  the  latter 
transaction ;  it  is  not  for  the  credit  of  go- 
vernment, and  ought  to  have  been  avoid- 
ed. But  let  us  look  at  times  somewhat 
more  within  our  own  memories;  let  ns 
look  at  the  administration  of  lord  North. 
It  were  needless  to  weary  the  attention  of 
the  bouse,  by  tracing  the  various  instances 
of  ministerial  influence,  and  of  parliamen- 
tary servility,  exhibited  in  the  proceedings 
on  the  Middlesex  Election ;  it  is  sufiicient 
to  state,  that  towai*ds  the  close  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  when  most  of  the  counties  in 
England  had  petitioned  for  a  careful  re- 
view of  our  expenditure,  the  motion  of  sir 
George  SaviHe,  for  laying  before  parlia- 
ment the  Pension-list,  was  rejected,  and 
ministers  condescended  to  inform  the 
house  of  such  pensions  only  as  were  pay- 
able at  the  exchequer.  Does  any  minis- 
ter now  exist  so  hardy  as  to  propose  to 
parliament  such  a  vote?  or  if,  lost  to 
shame  and  prudence,  he  suggested  such  a 
proposition,  how  many  of  this  corrupt  and 
degraded  parliament  would  support  him  ? 
These  facts  are  .sufficient  to  prove  how 
much  more  pure  and  honest  is  the  pre- 
Vol.  XIV, 


sent  practise  of  parliament,  when  com- 
pared with  any  former  period  of  our  his- 
tory ;  and,  indeed,  gentlemen,  when  they 
talk  of  restoring  t^e  constitution  to  its  an- 
cient purity,  are  themselves  compelled  to 
acknowledge,  that  our  constitution  is  in  a 
progressive  state  of  amendment.  An  hoB. 
gent.,  (Mr.  Whitbread)  himself  the  chief 
supporter  of  reform,  distinctly  stated  the 
fact ;  he  told  us,  that  parliament  was  re-» 
forming  itself;  that  since  the  Grenville 
act  the  franchise  of  three  boroughs  had 
been  extended ;  and  that  every  borough 
in  the  kingdom  was  attempting  to  free  it- 
self from  Ihe  controul  of  the  patron  by 
whonf  it  had  hitherto  been  ruled.  The 
fact  is  undeniable ;  and  if  275  membera 
were  .returned  to  parliament  by  individual 
interest,  as  was  stated  in  the  Petition  for 
Reform  in  1797,  the  proportion  is  now 
greatly  diminished.  No  one  can  deny  the 
sentiment  that  now  pervades  every  town 
and  city  in  the  empire ;  nor  is  it  to  be 
doubted,  that  in  a  very  few  years  their  in- 
dependence will  be  exerted  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  no  returns  will  be  made  by  in- 
dividuals, but  those  who  are  possessed  of 
burgage  tenure.  Is  it  nothing,  likewise, 
that,  by  the  operation  of  the  wise  laws  al- 
luded to  early  in  the  debate,  all  the  dis- 
order, all  the  riot,  all  the  confusion  for- 
merly incident  to  elections,  is  at  an  end  ? 
In  former  times  these  were  great  and  se- 
rious evils;  they  were  not  the  pretences 
on  which  the  septennial  act  was  justified ; 
but  they  were  felt  by  grave  and  well-dis- 
posed persons  to  be  of  such  a  nature,  as 
greatly  to  serve  in  justifing  parliament, 
when  It  extended  its  own  power  and  dura- 
tion. Even  Mr.  Burke,  in  our  own  times, 
in'  arguing  this  question,  speaks  of  the  dis- 
orders, attendant  on  elections  as  an 
important  consideration,  why  the  du- 
ration of  parliaments  should  not  be  short- 
ened. Every  one  has  read  of  the  disor- 
ders that  ensued  in  the  metropolis,  on  the 
election  of  Trentham  and  Vandeput ;  we 
ourselves  witnessed  the  evils  incident  to  the 
elections  of  Mr.  Fox  and  lord  John  Towns- 
hend.  Is  it  no  benefit,  that  such  scenes 
of  violence  and  disorder  are  now  entirely 
at  an  end  ;  and  that  the  elections  in  1 806 
and  1807  were  conducted  with  as  little 
confusion  as  Occurs  in  the  annual  choice  of 
our  magistrates  ? — Another  great  and  im- 
portant change  stands  recorded,  by  the 
most  incontrovertible  of  all  evidence — our 
own  proceedings.  The  house  had  occa- 
sion to  scrutinize  the  mode  of  election  in 
no  less  than  eighty  cases,  in  the  short 
2  U 
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space  of  a  twelvemonth ;  and  in  no  one 
instance  was  bribery  proved  to  have  been 
practised ;  and  in  very  few  was  it  even 
alleged.  When  there  exists  such  mani- 
fest proof  of  the  amended  state  of  our  re- 
presentation, when  our  laws  have  been  so 
far  effective,  it  is  a  little  too  much  for  the 
hon.  mover  of  this  Bill  to  propose  to  us  to 
enact  new  and  severe  laws  for  the  purpose 
of  correcting  bribery.  This  part  of  his 
bill  is,  at  least,  unnecessary  ;  it  is  in  ab- 
solute contradiction  to  the  evidence  before 
us,  ^nd  seeks  to  remedy  an  evil,  which  is 
proved  to  be  sufficiently  restrained  by 
the  laws  now  actually  in  being. — But  the 
hon.  gent,  complains,  that  the  landed  in- 
terest hns  lost  its  preponderance,  and  that 
the  influence  of  the  monied  interest  is  now 
too  great ;  an  evil  which  he  hopes  to  cure 
by  the  present  bill.  I  would  remind  the 
hon.  gent,  that  this  complaint  is  not  new; 
that  it  has  existed  in  all  times  ;  and  was 
never  more  loudly  urged,  than  in  those 
times  of  purity  to  which  we  are  referred, 
—the  times  of  king  William ;  then  also 
was  it  attempted  to  set  up  a  distinction 
Jbetween  the  monied  and  the  landed  inte- 
'  rest,  with  as  little  success  as,  I  hope,  will 
attend  the  present  effort.  The  hon.  gent, 
deems  this  mischief  to  have  prevailed 
chiefly  since  the  year  1784;  and  even  the 
right  hon.  gent.,  (Mr.  Windham),  whose 
opinions  I  much  admire  on  all  other  points, 
seems  to  think,  that,  by  the  transactions 
which  then  occurred,  a  great  change  was 
produced  in  our  constitution.  I  agree  with 
that  right  hon.  gent.,  that  a  great  change 
did  then  take  place ;  but  it  was  a  change 
not  injurious  to  the  popular  branch  of  the 
constitution;  it  was  the  triumph  of  the  po- 
pular part  of  the  constitution  over  the 
house  itself.  In  adopting  Mr.  Fox's  East 
India  bill,  and  by  the  measures  it  after- 
wards pursued,  to  restore  Mr.  Fox  and 
lord  North  to  his  majesty's  councils,  par- 
liament acted  in  direct  opposition  to  t.he 
feelings  and  sentiments  of  the  people ; 
and  we  need  not  be  astonished,  that  in  the 
result  of  the  conflict  it  was  defeated.  The 
alteration  resulting  from  that  transaction, 
and  the  change  of  representatives  in  so 
many  places,  which  ensued  upon  the  gene- 
ral election,  consisted,  not  in  any  prefer- 
ence fer  the  monied  interest,  as  contrasted 
with  die  landed  interest,  but  in  moderating 
the  strong  spirit  of  party  which  before 
prevailed  in,  the  house  and  the  nation. 
And  here  I  must  permit  myself  a  very 
short  observation,  on  the  anxiety  gentle- 
men manifest  to  profess  themselves  party- 


men,  and  to  contend  that  it  is  the  best  and 
most  honourable  conduct  that  can  be  pur- 
sued in  parliament.  It  is  not,  however,  to 
discuss  the  question,  but  to  profess  my  own 
conviction,  that  public  duly  is  fir  better 
discharged  by  an  imitation  of  the  member 
for  York.<liir'e,  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  who, 
keeping  his  mind  entirely  free  from  all 
party  bias,  is  everready  to  throw  the  great 
weight  resulting  from  his  talent  and  inte-. 
grity  into  that  scale,  which  is  in  danger  of 
being  forced  from  its  proper  balance.— 
Waving,  however,  further  observation  on 
this  point,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that,  if 
party  must  exist,  it  is  highly  desirable  it 
should  exist  in  the  most  mild  and  mode- 
rated form.  This  I  consider  to  have  been 
the  fact  in  a  remarkable  degree  since  the 
year  1784,  and  the  reason  is  evident:  If, 
on  the  one  hand,  difference  of  principle 
among  parties  would  seldom  lead  to  dan- 
ger or  violence,  werQ  it  not  united  with  a 
difference  of  interest  among  the  individuals 
of  which  parties  are  composed  ;  so,  on  the 
other,  party,  when  proceeding  solely  from 
individual  motives  of  interest,  cannot  lead 
men  long  to  depart  from  truih  and  justice,  in 
a  cultivated  age  such  as  the  present.  In  the 
times  of  the  Stuarts  a  great  difference  of 
principle  existed,  even  among  good  men,  as 
to  the  relative  power  of  the  crown  and  of 
the  people.  It  was  not  altogether  settled  at 
the  revolution,  since  king  William  ventur- 
ed to  set  the  will  of  the  crown  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  feeling  of  the  people,  in  respect 
to  some  of  our  best  and  most  wholesome 
laws,  particularly  the  law  for  regulating 
Trials  for  Treason,  which  he  rejected  dup- 
ing several  sessions,  and  to  which  his  assent 
was  not  obtained  until  the  latter  period  of 
his  reign.  The  throne  was  secured  to  the 
house  of  Brunswick  by  the  efforts  of  the 
Whiffs ;  and  they  continued  to  govern  the 
kingdom  until  the  accession  of  his  present 
majesty.  From  that  date  no  difference 
has  existed  in  this  country,  founded  on 
any  diffgrence  of  political  principle  ;  all 
classes  of  p^rty-men  have  sought  only  to 
preserve  the  constitution  such  as  it  is ;  but 
the  contest  that  arose  respecting  the  line 
of  policy  to  be  pursued  towards  America, 
and  the  opposite  opinions  maintained  in 
parliament  for  so  long  a  time  upon  that 
subject,  had,  in  a  manner,  enlisted  parlia- 
ment under  separate  leaders.  By  an  uni- 
on, they  at  once  endeavoured  to  control 
theb'  sovereign,  and  endeavoured  to  disre- 
gard the  opinions  of  the  people.  Sinca 
the  failure  of  thai  attempt,  the  party-feel- 
ing that  has  prevailed  in  the  house  has 
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been  nothing  more  than  |5reference  for 
one  or  other  of  the  great  leaders,  now  un- 
fortunately no  more,  whose  talents  guided 
its  debates.  In  point  of  practical  conduct, 
it  is  probable  that,  which  ever  had  been  the 
minister,  nearly  the  same  measures  as  have 
been  pursued,  would  actually  have  been 
adopted.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  is 
not  possible  that  the  spirit  of  party  should 
pervert,  in  any  very  great  degree,  men's 
fair  and  honest  judgments.  By  this  abate- 
ment of  party-spirit ;  by  the  great  influ- 
ence of  public  opinion  on  our  proceedings ; 
and  sometimes  by  the  direct  part,  which 
the  people  have  taken  in  public  aiiairs,  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolutions  of  public  bodies ; 
the  increase  of  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
arising  from  its  enlarged  revehue  and  ex- 
penditure, has  been  counteracted.  Since 
that  time,  the  warmest  friends  and  the 
most  zealous  supporters  of  administration, 
have  always  reserved  to  themselves  a  free- 
dom to  withhold  their  support,  and  even  to 
oppose  measures  of  which  they  did  not 
approve;  and  parliament wiil  be  found  to 
have  displayed  a  degree  of  independence, 
which,  on  no  former  occasion,  was  mani- 
fested. Symptoms  of  this  spirit  were  first 
shewn  in  respect  of  taxation.  In  former 
times,  a  minister,  who  failed  in  persuading 
parliament  to  adopt  a  tax,  seldom  retained 
bis  power  any  long  period  of  time.  The 
fall  of  sir  Robert  Walpole  soon  followed 
the  rejection  of  his  propositions  for  the 
Excise ;  but  Mr.  Pitt  was  compelled  to 
give  up  the  Shop-Tax,  the  Maid-Servants' 
TaXj  and  the  tax  on  Succession  to  real  pro- 
perty, without  any  abatement  of  his  gene- 
ral power  or  influence.  When  the  Decla- 
ratory Bill  for  India  was  introduced,  many 
of  his^  best  friends  asserted  their  free  agen- 
cy, professing  still  the  same  warm  desire 
to  support  his  administration.  The  same 
spirit  was  more  distinctly  shewn  in  re- 
spect of  the  general  plan  of  fortification ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  brilliant  success 
which  had  attended  his  nieasures  in  Hol- 
land, and  the  recent  submission  of  Spain, 
when  he  proposed  to  involve  this  country 
in  a  war  with  Russia,  the  attempt  was  re- 
sisted, and  parliament  asserted  its  right  of 
judgment — a  circumstance  the  moi*e  re- 
markable, when  it  is  considered  that  this 
was  a  question  depending  on  details,  known 
only  to  the  cabinet,  and  on  which  parlia- 
ment had  always  been  used  to  vote  on  con- 
fidence. But  the  case  which,  beyond  all 
others,  proved  the  independence  and  vir- 
tue of  parliament,  was  the  proceeding 
adopted  concerning  lord  Melville.  We  saw 


a  minister,  who  had  been  in  office  for  20 
years,  who  had  displayed  great  talents 
and  ability,  who  possessed  the  favour  of 
his  sovereign,  and  enjoyed  the  confidencQ 
of  his  country  in  a  hi^h  degree,  at  once 
driven  into  disgrace,  tor  neglecting  to  re* 
strain  the  conduct  of  a  dependant  in  the 
misuse  of  the  public  money.  Neither  the 
influence  of  administration,  the  power  of 
the  crown,  nor  the  tears  of  Mr.  Pitt,  were 
found  availing  to  induce  the  house  to  ab- 
stain from  requiring  his  removal  from  the  • 
privy  council,  on  an  occasion  where  h^ 
had  failed  in  his  duty  to  his  country.  All 
these  are  proofs  of  a  degree  of  iodepeu- 
dence,  of  public  spirit,  and  of  public 
virtue,  which  will  not  be  found  in  the  his- 
tory of  any  nation,  or  in  the  proceedings 
of  parliament  during  the  times  of  our  an- 
cestors. They  abundantly  prove,  that  we 
have  discharged  our  duty  with  honour  and 
integrity  ;  and  should  induce  the  house 
to  disregard  the  present  clamour,  which 
must  soon  subside  ;  being  founded  in  an 
exaggerated  and  impassioned  view  of  a 
late  transaction,  and  in  no  degree  justi- 
fied by  our  conduct,  which,  in  every  stage, 
has  been  wise,  moderate,  and  just.  Influ- 
enced by  these  sentiments,  I  maintain  that 
no  change  is  necessary  ;  but,  even  if  a 
change  were  necessary,  is  the  bill  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  calculated  to  amend  the 
character  or  composition  of  parliament  ? 
What  is  the  conduct  of  the  persons  whom 
he  seeks  to  exclude  from  this  house  ?  If 
I  ask  out  of  doors,  or  even  if  I  ask  some 
within  these  walls,  they  will  answer  like 
the  hon.  baronet,  (Sir  Watkin  Wynn.) 
that  they  are  peculators  and  jobbers,  who 
having  bought  their  seats  seek  only  to  ob- 
tain a  remuneration  for  the  expenditure 
they  have  thus  incurred,  who  are  at  all 
times  ready  to  say  to  their  constituents  (in 
the  words  of  the  story),  "1  have  bought 
you,  and  now  1  will  sell  you/'  But  is  this 
the  fact  ?  and  ai*e  they  tbund  to  discharge 
their  duty  less  conscientiously  than  other 
members  ?  What  is  the  class  of  persons 
supposed  to  purchase  seats  in  this  house  ? 
Merchants  of  extended  connexion,  and  of 
great  wealth  ;  men  who  have  served  Uieir 
country  abroad  in  the  naval  and  military 
profession;  lawyers  of  great  eminence;  or 
persons  who  by  any  other  means  have 
arrived  at  considerable  aflluence  or  dis- 
tinction. Having  provided  for  all  the  no^ 
cessaries  and  luxuries  of  life,  and  a  surplus 
still  remaining,  instead  of  wasting  it  ia 
maintaining  an  increased  retinue,  or  mor« 
splendid  equipage,  they  dispose  of  it  u^ 
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obtaining  an  introdaction  to  tbia  assembly, 
anxious  to  become  known  to  all  ^ho  are 
great  and  eminent  among  their  country- 
men ;    and  often  honestly  hoping,  that 
when  questions  come  under  discussion,  in 
which,  from  the  habits  of  their  Hfe,  they 
are  conversant,  they  may  be  useful  to  their 
country.     They  are  men  who  have  a  dis- 
position  to  preserve,  if  not  always  endowed 
with  a  capacity  to  amend,  the  constitution 
of  their  country.    The  powers  of  the  legis- 
lature are  at  least  safe  in  their  hands.  And 
what  is  the  course  they  are  found  to  pur- 
sue ?     They  generally  support  the  minis- 
ters to  whom  his  majesty  has  intrusted  the 
administration  of  public  affairs  ;  and  such 
generally  is  the  first  doty  of  every  good 
citizen,  in  dangerous  and    critical  times 
like  the  present.     But  whenever  measures 
of  a  doubtful    nature  are  proposed,  are 
they  the  persons  who  most  readily  sacri- 
fice their  feelings  and    opinions    at  the 
shrine  of  power  ?  Are  they  the  men  who 
adopt  the  measures  and  opinions  of  go- 
vernment  by  wholesale?     Consider  the 
case   [of  Mr.  Dick]    so  lately   brought 
under  our  review :  here  we  find  a  gentle- 
man connected  with  government  by  long 
habits,  and  bound  by  the  ties  of  relation  to 
the  chief  minister  of  Ireland,  his  guardian 
and  his  friend,  retiring  from  the  honour- 
able Situation  which  he  possessed,  rather 
than  give  a  vote  contrary  to  his  feelings. 
Or,  if  the  test  of  virtue  be  the  conduct 
pursued  by  members  of  parliament  in  res- 
pect oi  the  Duke  of  York,  it  will  be  found 
that  ther^  is  among  the  famed  125  a  larger 
proportion  of  gentlemen,  such  as  the  pre- 
sent bill  would  exclude  from  parliament, 
than  of  persons  connected  with  the  landed 
interest ;    and  an  infinitely  greater  pro- 
portion, than  of  persons  who  are  supposed 
to  be  connected  with  the  aristocratic  branch 
of  our  constitution.     I  call  upon   gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  house,  who  have 
filled  official  situations,  to  declare  whether 
it  is  amongst  this  class  of  persons  that  the 
most  importunate  suitors  at  the  treasury 
are  to  be  found.     For  themselves,  they 
are  precluded    by  their  situations  from 
seeking  any  thing  ;  for  their  families,  in 
general,  they  have   little  to  desire  ;  fur 
their  constituents,  no  provision  can  be  ne- 
cessary from  the  nature  of  the  circum- 
stances.   Some  may  require  facilities  for 
l^ir  commerce  ;  others  may  occasionally 
possess  an  ambition  to  be  raised  to  the 
fionour  of  the  baronetage  ;  but,  upon  the 
whole,  I  am  confident  that  they  are  the 
^noQs^  who  least  frequently  are  found  to 


[664 

solicit  favours,  and  who,  in  the  vote^  they 
give,  discharge  their  duty  most  conscien- 
tiously.    Now  what  ground  can  there  be, 
either  from  experience  or  from  speculative 
reasoning,  to  suppose  that,  if  the  law  pro- 
posed could   be  rendered   effective,  and 
persons  possessing  parliamentary  patron- 
age were  precluded  from  disposing  of  it  in 
the  way  asserted,  and   compelled  to  fill 
their  seats  with  candidates  who  made  them 
no  return,   such  men  would  better  dis- 
charge their  parliamentary  duties?  Were 
persons    possessing    parliamentary  influ- 
ence so  to  dispose  of  it,  are  we  to  expect 
that  they  would  seek  no  reward,  or  have 
no  personal  objects  to  gratify  ?  Is  this  con* 
sistent  with  human  nature,  or  with  expe- 
rience ?    They  would  equally  seek  some 
selfish  gratification  ;  but,  instead  of  ob- 
taining it  in  the  manner  they  now  do, 
they  must  obtain  it  from  goTernment.    On 
this  point  we  are  not  without  experience, 
and  1  wish  the  house  calmly  to  weigh  the 
practical  results.     Let  u#  suppose  a  gen- 
tleman, possessed  of  considerable  parJia- 
mentary  influence,  acquired,  as  some  will 
say,  by  the  basest  arts  of  management, 
but,  as  may  probably  be  the  case,  by  ex- 
ercising kmdness  and   protection  to  all 
around  him, — suppose  him  to  s^ek  return, 
for  the  pains  and  labour  he  has  exercised 
in  the  acquirement  of  so  ^reat  an  infli^ 
ence,  by  introducing  to  parliament  persons 
connected  with  the  monied  interest, — sup- 
pose even  that  he  adopts  only  such  as  are 
recommended   by  the  treasury ;  at  least 
the  tie  by  which  they  are  bound  is  loose 
in  its  nature^  an  J  will  be  found  to  serve 
only  on  ordinary  occasions.     While  the 
machine  of  state  pro<:eeds  in  its  ordinary 
course  they   may  be   found    to    lend   a 
willing  aid ;  but  whenever  doubts  occur, 
whenever  points  arise,  on  which  men  of 
honourable  minds  may  fairly  differ,  they 
will  be  found  divided  in   opinion,  each 
asserting    his    own    conception    of    the 
case.     iMippose  the  same  power  and  influ- 
ence exerted  gratuitously  to  return  to  par- 
liament friends  ,  of  the  minister;   even  if 
that  minister  were  as  great,  and  as  power- 
ful, and  as  virtuous  as  Mr.  Pitt,  could  he 
withhold  from  one  to  whom  he  owed  so 
great  an  obligation  successive  degrees  of 
advancement  in  the  peerage,  even  if  two 
steps  were  reouired  in  the  course  of  one 
year  ?  If,  on  the  death  of  such  a  minister, 
he  transferred  his  powerful  aid  to  his  suc- 
cessor, would  a  minister,  as  stem  and  rigid 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  lord  Gren- 
ville,  refuse  to  such  a  person  those  honomt 
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of  the  peerage,  which  are  mostly  confined 
to  characters  who  have  upheld  the  glory 
of  their  country  by  the  most   brilliant 
achievements  in  its  military  service,  or  di- 
rected its  councils  in  the«  Cabinet.     Or 
suppose  another   course    adopted;    that, 
instead  of  an  alliance  with  government,  he 
should  adopt  the  party  of  opposition ;  not 
only  support  them  by  his  friends,  but  at  a 
time,  when  no  hope  of  returning  to  power 
remained,  when  their  case  seemed  utterly 
hopeless,   actually  bring  into  parliament 
Mveral  who  had  once  been  members  of 
administration.     If  by  any  change  of  for- 
tune those  ministers  were  again  called  to 
power,  what  bounds  can   be   set  to  his 
claims,  and   to  their   honest  gratitude  ? 
what  honours,  what  distinctions,  would  not 
be  heaped  upon  him?  or  to  what  office 
in  the  church,  in  the  revenue,  or  in  the 
military  or  naval  service,  would  not  his  re- 
commendation be .  considered  to  afibrd  a 
most  incontrorertible  claim  ?    And    are 
these  imaginary  cases ;  or  will  not  eve»y 
one  recognize  their  existence  within  his 
own  remembrance?    However  unfitting, 
however  unseemly,  the  practice  alledged, 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert,  that,  in  its  prac- 
tical effects,  it  is  far  more  benefical,  than 
if  the  possessor  of  parliamentary  influence 
be  compelled  to  seek  a  return  in  the  vray 
described.     In  the  one  case,  a  remunera- 
tion is  obtained,  sometimes  from  the  inno- 
cent vanity,  often  fi'om  the  laudable  ambi- 
tion, of  him  who  enters  this  honse.     In 
the  other,  it  will' be  sought  by  the  pursuit 
of  those  honours,  which  ought  only  to  be 
the  reward  of  eminent  service,  or  by  pro- 
moting to  all  the  offices  of  the  state  the 
dependents  and  connections  of  the  posses- 
sors of  parliamentary  influence.     In  the 
one  instance  men  come  into  parliament  by 
means  which  we  may  not  approve ;  but, 
when  here,  are  generally  found  to  exer- 
cise their  duty  with  a  fair  portion  of  inde- 
pendence and  impartiality.     In  the  other, 
they  may  enter  the  house  in  a  manner  to 
which  no  reproach  belongs ;    but,  when 
here,  they  will  be  found   to  be  no   more 
than  the  mere  organs  of  their  patron,  who, 
bavinfi:  made  his  arrangements  with  one 
or  other  party,  announces  his  will    by 
these  his  instruments.    Can  any  man  he- 
sitate to  say  by  which  of  these  courses  the 
public  service  will  be  best  promoted  ?  But 
it  is  not  only  on  public  occasions  that  such 
an  influence  will  be  found  to  be  mischiev- 
ous ;  even  on  questions  which  are  more  of 
a  judical  than  of  a  public  nature,  in  all 
qtiesliofis  that  regard  private  rights,  we 


shall  find  that,  as  often  as  private  bills  are 
under  discussion,  the  same  baneful  and 
predominating  influence  will  assert  its 
power;  nor  is  this  mere  speculative  rea- 
soning: every  gentleman  must  already 
have  felt  and  witnessed  its  operation.  But 
the  hon.  gent,  has  conceived,  that  by  his 
bill  a  larger  portion  of  the  landed  interest 
will  be  mtroduced  to  the  house.  If  the 
landed  interest  are  to  exercise  the  same 
arts  in  boroughs  which  are  now  supposed 
to  be  practised  by  the  monied  interest,  1 
really  do  not  see  in  what  respect  we  shall 
be  gainers  ;  and  if  he  supposes  that  per- 
sons possessed  of  parliamentary  influ- 
ence will  use  it  only  in  favoiur  of  their 
neighbours  in  the  country,  he  indulges 
the  most  groundless  hope.  Do  the  pre- 
sent possessors  of  influence,  who  are  sup- 
posed to  disdain  all  pecuniary  advantage/ 
seek  for  representatives  among  that  class 
of  persons  ?  Do  they  not  prefer  their  rela- 
tions, or  person^  over  whom  they  can  pre- 
serve a  direct  control  ?  or  gentlemen  bred 
to  the  law,  who,  by  their  talents  and  elo- 
cution, may  advance  the  interests  of  the 
party  they  espouse?  Or,  do  they  not 
sometimes  appear  in  parlian>ent,  as  in  a 
court  of  justice,  by  their  attorney  ?  There 
is,  however,  another  class  of  boroughs,  in 
which  the  hon.  gent,  may  suppose  hit 
landed  friends  will  be  received  with  fa* 
vour.  He  may  indulge  the  expectattOD^ 
that  many  pf  those,  who  now  court  mer- 
chants and  bankers  from  London,  will  se* 
lect  in  their  stead  the  landed  gentlemen 
in  the  neighbourhood  :  but  this  it  no  lesi 
a  visionary  hope  ;  they  must  either  make 
themselves  acceptable  by  the  same  means 
as  are  now  found  efficacious ;  or  the  per- 
son, who  is  now  content  to  perform  the  sub- 
ordinate duty  of  agent  and  manager,  will 
himself  be  the  member.  He  is  the  person 
immediately  known  and  connected  with 
the  electors  in  small  boroughs ;  be  ma- 
nages all  their  affairs ;  he  assists  them 
amidst  all  their  wants  and  necessities ;  and, 
if  they  exercise  a  pure  and  unbiassed 
choice,  to  him  will  it  be  directed.  Tbeii 
indeed  would  our  constitution  be  destroy* 
ed  ;  then  Would  the  representatives  of  the 
nation  no  longer  represent  its  property  ; 
and  the  experience  of  a  great  and  power- 
ful kingdom  has  sufficiently  demonstrated, 
that,  if  ever  power  and  property  are 
disunited,  the  possessors  of  power  will 
very  soon  wrest  the  property  from  the 
inert  and    nerveless   hands  in   wbreh  it 

Iis  vested.       Deeply  impressed    with    a 
conviction  of   the  danger  of  the  mea* 
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sure,  ill  its  present  fbrm,  I  implore  the 
house  to  pause  before  it  gives  countenance 
to  innovations,  whose  operaUon  human 
wisdom  cannot  foresee.  We  po^ss  a  ju- 
dicial system  so  perfect,  that  no  improve- 
ment ,of  it  has  been  suggested,  even  by 
those  who  indulge  in  speculations  on  all 
other  subjects.  The  first  object  of  every 
political  association,  security  of  person 
and  property,  is  enjoyed  in  a  degree  to 
which  no  other  nation  ever  attained,  even 
'at  a  moment  when  the  ambition  and  vio- 
lence of  our  enemy  compels  us  to  main- 
tain a  standing  army  of  200,000  men.  A 
revenue  of  sixty  millions  is  brought  into 
the  exchequer  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  any 
individual  can  collect  his  own  rents.  And 
if,  in  so  vast  an  expenditure,  some  abuses 
and  some  frauds  have  been  discovered,  let 
it  be  remembered,  that,  tven  in  our  own 
domestic  management,  some  portion  of 
waste  is  ever  united  with  great  wealth: 
than  an  anxious  desire  prevails  to  correct 
whatever  is  fisiulty  ;  that  our  government 
it  conducted  on  more  honourable  princi- 
ples than  at  any  antecedent  period  ;  and 
that  parliament,  whatever  may  be  the 
seeming  imperfections  attendant  on  the 
various  modes  of  election,  unites  within 
'  its  walls  "  evejy  thing  illustrious  in  rank 
or  descent,  in  hereditary  and  acquired 
opulence,  in  cultivated  talents,  in  military, 
civil,  naval,  and  political  distinction,  that 
the  country  afibrds  */'  If,  enjoying  such 
blessings,  the  people  are  discontented :  if, 
in  such  hands,  they  are  no  longer  willing 
to  repose  the  management  of  their  affairs, 
I  despair  of  my  country ;  and  must  pre- 
pare for  scenes  such  as  have  been  exhi- 
bited among  other  nations.  Let  us  not, 
however,  be  accessaries  to  these  calami- 
lies,  by  legislating  in  order  to  satisfy  the 
people,  as  it  has  been  teamed  ;  or,  more 
plainly  speaking,  by  legislating  under  the 
impulse  of  fear.  Let  us  discharge  our 
duty  with  firmness  and  courage.  If,  upon 
an  impartial  examination  of  our  own  con- 
duct, we  are  conscious  that  there  exists 
among  ourselves  a  taint  so  foul  as  to  re- 
quire a  radical  and  fundamental  change, 
let  us  adopt  it;  but  let  us  not  indulge  the 
Tain  hope  of  appeasing  popular  clamour 
by  countenancing  measures  at  this  period, 
which,  at  no  other^  would  be  deemed  wise 
or  expedient. 

Mr.  Lemon  then  moved  that  the  debate 
be  adjourned,  and  it  was  accordingly  ad- 
joomed  to  Thursday  next. 


♦  Mr.  Burke. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  M(^  2  K 

[Irish  Grand  Jury  Laws  Bill.]  Mr. 
Mwirke  FUzgpald  called  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  a  subject  which  he  considered 
of  great  importance,  and  .requiring  the 
application  of  a  speedy  and  effectual  re- 
medy ;  he  meant  the  mode  hitherto  prac- 
tised in  the  raising,  expenditure,  ana  ac- 
counting for  the  monies  voted  by  the 
Grand  Juries  in  the  several  counties  in 
Ireland  ;  the  latter  particularly  of  which 
was  become  a  mere  form,  and  wholly  in- 
operative. The  evils  arising  from  the 
multiplication  of  oaths  were  universally  felt 
and  acknowledged.  In  the  case  of  trea- 
surers for  counties  in  Ireland  the  mode 
of  accounting  was  merely  upon  oath,  be- 
fore a  single  magistrate,  and  was  found  to 
be  wholly  nugatory.  By  the  bill  which 
it  was  his  intention  to  move  to  bringing 
he  proposed  to  correct  this  evil,  by  making 
them,  instead  thereof,  to  account  regularly, 
in  open  court,  before  the  Judge  of  assize  ; 
which,  he  conceived,  would  prove  a  check 
upon  them;  and  also  that  they  should  give 
security  for  the  trust  reposed  in  them. — 
Another  evil  which  he  conceived  to  call 
for  redress  was  the  way  public  works  were 
carried  on.  By  the  present  system  any 
work  voted  by  a  Grand  Jury  at  one  as- 
sizes was  necessarily  executed,  and  the  ac- 
counts passed  at  the  ensuing  assizes;  this 
was  attended  both  with  fraud  and  imper- 
fections in  the  execution  of  such  work. 
The  remedy  he  proposed  for  this,  was  a 
delay  of  a  certain  period  of  time,  inter- 
vening between  the  execution  of  such 
work  and  the  passing  the  accounts;  for 
the  purpose  of  afibrding  leisure  both  (or 
examining  into  the  work  itself,  and  the 
accounts  of  the  expenditure  thereon.  With 
regard  to  the  levying  the  money  necessary 
for  the  carrying  on  such  works,  he  pro- 
posed that  this  should,  in  future,  be  &ced 
at  stated  periods,  that  so  the  persons  called 
on  might  not  be  taken  by  surprise.  He 
also  promised  to  introduce  into  his  bill  a 
power  in  those  interested  to  traverse  either 
the  work  itself,  or  the  accounting  for  it,  by 
the  means  of  civil  bill,  before  the  assistant 
barrister  of  the  county,  as  a  check  before 
the  passing  the  accounts. — As  a  further 
improvement,  he  proposed  that  in  future 
all  proceedings  of  Grand  Juries,  on  all  sub- 
jects relative  to  presentments,  should  be- 
come matters  of  record,  by  being  entered 
on  their  books,  for  the  inspection  of  future 
Grand  Juries^  thereby  enabling  them  to 
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be  acquainted  with  the  past,  and  to  be 
judges  of  the  future.  Another  alteration  he 
proposed  was,  the  taking  the  power  of  pass- 
ing the  accounts  altogether  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  magistrates,  and  placing  it  in  those  of 
the  assistant  barrister ;  subject,  howerer,  to 
appeal  to  the  Judges  of  assize.  He  further 
proposed  that  all  persons  undertaking  any 
public  work,  should  be  compelled  to  enter 
into  a  recognizance  for  the  due  execution 
thereof.  The  present  system  upon  that 
'subject  was  radically  bad  ;  by  it,  any  per- 
son undertaking  any  public  work,  when 
finished,  and  his  accounts  passed,  had  no 
further  interest  in  its  preservation  ;  and 
thus,  for  the  saving  of  a  trifling  expence. 
It  probably  went  to  ruin.  To  prevent  this 
evil  he  proposed  that  Grand  Juries  should 
be  obliged  to  contract  with  such  persons 
to  keep  such  works  in  repair  for  a  certain 
period  after  the  work  was  finished .  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  press  the  passing  the 
bill  he  proposed  into  an  act  during  the 
present  session,  but  merely  to  have  it 
printed,  for  the  purpose  of  its  being  con- 
sidered during  the  vacation,  in  order  to  its 
amelioration  against  the  next  year.  There 
•was  another  subject,  which  he  considered 
as  in  some  degree  connected  with  this, 
and  standing  in  need  of  regulation ;  he 
meant  the  present  mode  of  assessing  the 
Land  Tax  in  Ireland  ;  but  as  he  knew  that 
this  had  very  much  occupied  the  attention 
of  a  right  hon.  friend  of  his  (sir  J.  New- 
port,) who,  he  believed,  had  it  in  con- 
templation to  propose  a  new  survey,  for 
the  purpose  of  remedying  the  evil,  he  did 
not  know  but  it  would  be  better  left  in  his 
hands  rather  than  incorporate  it  in  the 
present  bill.  He  concluded  with  moving 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the 
■Grand  Jury  laws  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Foster  observed,  that  as  it  was  not 
-intended  to  press  any  measure  during  the 
present  session,  he  should,  without  pledg- 
ing himself  to  agree  to  any  thing  specific, 
not  oppose  the  bringing  in  the  bill. 

Sir  /.  Newport  declared,  that  be  had  it 
in  contemplation  to  propose  some  new  re- 
gulations, relating  to  the  mode  of  assess- 
ing the  Land  Tax  in  Ireland.  By  the 
present  system,  the  tax  was  assessed  by 
plough  lands,  some  of  which  might  be 
only  of  three  or  four  hundred  acres,  while 
others  contained  as  many  as  thirteen  acres, 
to  t<hat  it  followed  that  some  paid  Vls  much 
as  two  shillings  an  acre,  where  c^ers  did 
not  pay  more  than  as  many  pence.  It 
was  therefore  certainly  desirable  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  acres  that  should  be 


taxed,  in  order  to  an  equality  of  burden  ; 
and  he  intended  to  propose  some  measure 
for  this  purpose  in  the  course  of  the  next 
session. 

Col.  Barty  expressed  himself  adverse 
from  any  measure  of  this, kind,  which  he 
considered  ^  an  innovation  upon  those 
who  had  purchased  lands,  subjected  only 
to  the  present  rate,  and  as  such  entitled  to 
call  for  compensation. 

Mr.  Dermis  Browne  coincided  in  opinion 
with  the  right  hon.  gent  opposite  him,  as 
to  the  necessity  of  some  regulation  in  the 
mode  of  levying  the  tax,  which  was  at 
present  grounded  upon  what  was  called 
the  Down  Survey;  since  which  there 
were  ten  acres  for  one  in  cultivation,  and 
which,  by  the  present  system,  were  ex- 
empted from  the  tax. — Leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  the  bill. 

[Army  Regulations  —  Lord  Burg- 
HERSH.1  Colonel  Shipley  rose  to  bring 
forward  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  previous  to  the  holidays.  He 
was,  he  said,  perfectly  sensible  that  it 
could  never  be  the  wish  or  intention  of 
that  house  to  attempt  any  wilful  or  unne« 
ces^ry  interference,  in  the  interior  ma- 
nagement or  regulation  of  the  army  of 
this  country  ;  that  had  by  the  constitu- 
tion been  placed  in  other  hands ;  and  he 
well  knew  the  house  would  not  interfere 
in  it,  but  in  extraordinary  cases,  where 
certain  rules  laid  down  for  its  most  essen- 
tial and  vital  interests  were  rashly  or  pre- 
meditate ly  broken  through.  \Vhen  the 
duke  of  York  was  made  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  certain  Regulations  were  issued  by 
his  majesty,  by  which  it  was  settled  that 
no  officer  should  be  made  a  field-officer 
till  he  had  served  six  years,  nor  a  lieute- 
nant-colonel till  two  years  after  he  was 
made  a  major.  The  present  Commander 
in  Chief  had  made  that  regulation  stricter 
than  it  was  before,  by  extending  the  term 
to  nine  years.  In  defiance  of  those  regu- 
lations, lord  Burghersh  had,  on  the  4th  of 
May  instant,  been  appointed  to  a  majority, 
and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  made  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, by  which  he  had  been  put 
over  the  heads  of  many  officei;s  who  were 
senior  to  him,  and  particularly  the  oldest 
captain  in  the  regiment  to  which  his  lord- 
ship belonged,  and  who  was  fiveyearvand 
a  half  an  older  officer  than  lord  Burghersh ; 
and  by  his  recent  advancement  his  lord- 
ship passed  over  the  heads  of  600  officers, 
many  of  whom  were  in  the  army  before 
lord  Burghersh  was  born.  If  he  had  been 
the  son  of  an  Abercrombie  or  a  Moore,  bt 
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(cok>Del  Shipley)  should  hare  thought  his 
promotion  too  rapid.  The  country  had 
observed  with  indignation,  that  the  person 
thus  prematurely  preferred  was  the  son  of 
a  cabinet  minister,  who  ought  to  ha?e  ad- 
vised that  nothysg  but  meritorious  services, 
and  gallant  exploits  of  the  most  eminent 
kind,  should  have  entitled  him  to  such  ex- 
traordinary promotion,  nor  could  any 
thing  less  than  these  have  justified  his 
majesty's  ministers  in  countenancing  such 
a  measure.  In  what  he  now  brought  for- 
ward, he  meant  nothing  personal  to  the 
noble  lord  ;  but  he  thought,  in  times  like 
the  present,  the  service  of  the  army  re- 
quired the  protection  of  that  house,  when 
they  saw  his  majesty's  ministers  so  ready 
to  countenance  the  breaking  through  re-> 
gulations  so  essential  to  its  welfare,  and 
made  expressly  for  the  supp<Hrt  of  it  He 
had  heard  it  reported,  that  this  extraordi- 
nary promotion  had  been  made  in  conse- 
quence of  the  promise  of  a  high  pertortage 
to  the  father  of  the  noble  lord ;  but  the 
crown  could  do  nothing  without  the  know- 
ledge and  approbation  of  its  ministers; 
ana  k  would  be  much  better  such  regula- 
tions had  never  been  established,  than 
suffered  to  delude  the  officers  of  the  army 
by  a  shew  of  impartiality  which  was  not 
inteided  to  be  adhered  to  in  every  in- 
•Unce.  He  (colonel  Shipley)  was  one  of 
those  who  voted  against  the  duke  of  York, 
bttt  he  would  be  much  more  inclined  to 

five  his  sanction  to  one  who  might  be  se- 
uced  by  hit  regacd  for  a  woman  into  cep> 
,  tain  irregularities,  but  who  would  inflexi- 
bly adhere  to  the  reflations  of  the  army, 
than  a  Commander  m  Chief,  who,  what- 
ever might  be  hit  individual  merits  as  an 
officer,  would  submit  to  the  Regulations 
made  under  hb  own  advice  and  sanction 
being  broken  through,  almost  aa  soon  as 
they  had  been  issued  and  promulgated. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  move,  **  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  house,  a  Copy  of  a  Regulation  of  his 
royal  highness  the  duke  of  York,  relative 
to  the  length  of  time  each  officer  in  the 
army  must  serve  before  he  can  obtain  the 
rank  of  a  Field  Officer ;  also,  a  Copy  of  a 
Regulation'  to  the  same  effkd  issued  by 
the  present  Commander  in  Chief;  also,  a 
Copy  of  the  datus  of  the  di£ferent  Commis- 
sions of  lieutenant-colonel  lord  Burgfaersh, 
specifying  whether  they  were  obtained 
.with  or  without  purchase.'' 

Lord  Caaleroagk  aaid»  he  believed  the 
hoiL  officer  who  brought  forward  this  mo- 
tioni  would  not  have  boon  induced  to  call 


for  this  information,  if  he  was  acquainted 
with  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
He  believed  there  was  no  principle  the 
house  would  more  readily  recognize  than 
that  they  should  not  interfere  with  the 
disposal  of  the  improvement  of  the  army. 
Nothing  could  be  more  wrong.  Of  all 
those  prerogatives  which  the  king  pos- 
sessed, there  were  none  more  universally 
allowed  or  less  doubted  of,  than  his  power 
to  confer  commissions  in  the  army  and 
navy,  create  peerages,  make  peace  and 
war,  fuc.  The  king  might  put  himself  at 
the  head  of  his  army,  and  it  would  then 
be  in  his  power  to  exrrcise  his  discretion 
in  promoting  what  officers  he  pleased, 
and  nothing  out  some  instances  of  some^ 
thing  extremely  corrupt  would  justify  the 
house  of  commons  in  interfering  so  as  to 
narrow  this  branch  of  the  prerogative. 
The  hon.  officer  had,  in  the  present  ques- 
tion, taken  much  too  close  a  ground  as  to 
this  part  of  the  prerogative.  The  Com- 
mander in  Chief  laid  down  regulations ; 
but  his  majesty  had  a  right  to  alter  them. 
It  never  had  been,  or  could  be  understood 
that  his  majesty  had  not  a  right  to  depart 
from  that  rule  when  he  thought  proper^ 
There  had  not  lone  since  been  an  instance 
of  it  in  the  case  of  general  Graham  (Hear, 
hear!).  There  was  a  rule  that  an  officer 
who  came  into  the  army  on  temporary 
rank,  should  not  be  preferred,  but  accord- 
ing to  a  certain  rotation  ;  but  his  majes- 
ty, in  the  case  now  alluded  to,  thodght 
himself  authorized  and  impelled  to  ref^ 
that  regulation,  and  to  place  general  Gra- 
ham at  the  head  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
same  rank.  The  kins  never  did  nor  ever 
could  mean  to  divest  himself  of  that  para- 
mount prerogative.  He  conceived  the 
appointment  was  not  contrary  to  the  regu- 
lation which  was  made  the  20th  of  March 
last.  Lord  Burghersh's  commission  wee 
dated  the  25th  of  March,  1803,  so  that  he 
was  entitled  to  his  promotion  on  the  25th 
of  that  mouth,  a  difierence  of  only  five 
days;  and  for  so  slight  a  difference  aa 
that,  be  thought  the  hon.  gent  who  made 
this  motion  would  be  sorry  to  stop  the 
promotion  of  so  meritorious  an  officer. 
Though  a  very  young  man,  he  had  toughl 
service  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe — in 
tlie  north  of  Germany,  in  Sicily^  at  the 
Dardanelles ;  was  aide-de-camp  to  geoe* 
ral  Walker  at  Rosetta,  and  to  sir  A.  Wei- 
lesley  both  at  Roleia  and  Vimiera ;  and 
he  hoped  therefore  the  hon  mover  would 
not  think  the  king  had  stretched  the  pre- 
rogative in  appointing  an  officer  of  this 
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merit.  Certainly,  after  tliese  acts  of  he- 
roisno,  application  had  beca  made  to  tbe 
late  C«nimander  in  Chief,  and  lord  Burg- 
hersh  obtained  a  promise  that  he  should 
receive  promotion  as  soon  as  the  limited 
time  of  his  services  was  expired  ;  and  he 
(lord  Castlereagh)  thought  that  when  bis 
m^estv  sav^r  any  yoimg  man  who  possess* 
ed  hign  rank  and  fortune,  laying  aside  all 
the  soft  and  seducing  allurements  of  plea- 
sure at  home,  and  devoting  himself  to  the 
service  of  his  country  abroad,  his  majesty 
would  shew  great  ^wisdom  in  bestowing 
superior  marks  of  favour  on  such  extraor- 
dinary activity,  zeal,  and  enterprise.  The 
hon,  mover  complained  that  lord  Burg- 
hersh  had  not  only  received  a  majors 
commission,  but  one  of  lieutenant-colonel 
also ;  but  this  was  no  new  caso ;  for 
there  had  been  cases  without  end  in  the 
guards  where  the  ra  ik  of  lieutenaQt-colo* 
nel  followed  that  of  major  immediately  ; 
and,  till  the  late  regulation,  no  mention 
was  ever  made,  or  notice  taken  of  it ;  and 
as  the  new  regulation  was  only  made  on 
the  20th  of  March,  and  the  time  of  his 
lordship's  service  would  be  expired  on  the 
23th,  he  put  it  to  the  house  whether  it 
would  be  consistent  with  the  common 
principles  of  equity  or  justice  to  withhold 
that  promotion  which  had  been  promised 
at  the  end  of  the  former  regulation,  when 
the  new  regulation  had  never  been  thought 
of,  and  which  was  only  made  five  days 
before  lord  Burghersh  would  otherwise 
have  been  entitled  t6  it.  Under  these 
circamstancea,  he  hoped  and  trusted  the 
house  would  not  tbinli  it  necessary  to  call 
for  any  information  on  tlie  subject,  but 
would  concur  with  him,  that  i^o  case  had 
been  made  outt  which  could  justify  them 
to  call  th^  prerogative  in  question,  parti- 
cularly as  to  commissionsjj^  the  army. 

Earl  Temple  declared,  their*  when  he  first 
heard  of  this  promotion  in  defiance  of  the 
existing  regulations,  he  formed  a  strong 
opinion  upon  it:  but  if  he  had  not  been 
before  sodecidea  uponits  impropriety,  the 


defence  set  up  by  the  noble  lord  on  that 
night,  would  lully  have  confirmed  his  opi- 
nion. The  noble  lord  had  stated  that  lord 
Burghersh's  promotion  did  not  stand  in 
the  way  of  the  senior  captain  of  the  West 
India  regiment,  the  msyority  of  which  the 
bouse  had  no  reason  to  believe  was  now 
held  by  lord  Burghersh.  If  that  was  the 
caso,  and  there  was  no  proof  to  the  con- 
trary, he  would  contena  that  tbe  promo- 
tioo  of  that  noble  lord  to  the  rank .  of  a 
lieutenant  colonel  was  an  act  of  double  in- 
VoL.  XIV. 


justice  to  the  whole  of  the  armv.  *  It  was 
unjust  to  the  senior  captain  ixf  the  West 
India  regiment,  by  giving  the  majority  to 
an  officer  not  qualified  by  military  stand- 
ing, and  as  from  the  brev»=t  rank  of  lieute- 
nant colonel,  lord  Burghersh  would  hold 
in  the  Portuguese  army  the  r.ink  of  briga- 
dier general,  he,  of  course,  would  be  placed 
over  the  heads  of  all  the  colonels  now  seiv- 
ing  under  sir  Arthur  Wellc^ley,  in  Portu- 
gal, in  any  co-operation  of  tl^  Rirtui^uese 
troops  with  the  British.  Such  a  statement 
fully  justified  him  in  saying*  that  the  ap- 
pointment was  an  act  of  double  injustice 
to  the  army.  The  noble  lord  had  descant- 
ed upon  the  delicacy  of  int(  riVring  with 
the  royal  prerogaiive,  and  his  speech  upon 
that  point  cojisinted  of  a  whole  series  <fcf 
truisms.  But  granting  him  all  thit  h» 
had  stated,  it  still  never  could  be  denied, 
that  in  that  house  there  existed  a  right  to 
interfere  whenever  an  exercise  of  ihc  pre- 
rogative took  place  lo  tbe  injustice  and  in- 
jury* of  the  state  of  the  public  service. 
Lord  Burghersh  obtained  his  ensign'V  iu 
December,  ]803,  his  six  years  qualinca- 
tion,  of  course,  fur  the  rank  of  a  Field. 
Officer,  would  not  expire  until  December, 
ISOQ.  [Lord  Cafitlereagh  said  across  the 
table,  that  his  appointment  was  in  I^Iarch, 
1S03.J  Eirl  Temple  resumed,  by  stating 
that  the  Gazette  proved  the  appointmeiV 
not  to  have  taken  place  until  the  succeed- 
ing December.  *  Upon  this  point  he  was 
at  issue  with  the  noble  lord,  and  in  order 
to  ascertain  who  was  right,  the  hou^e  was 
bound  to  adopt  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
mover,  by  calliug  for  the  proper  docu- 
ments to  he  laid  before  it.  The  noble  lord 
had  talked  much  of  the  distinguished  ser- 
vices and  peculiar  merits  of  lord  Burghersh. 
IJe  was  by  no  means  desirous  to  underva- 
lue them,  althuuj^h  he  could  by  no  means 
w;i^rant  this  act  of  flagrant  injustice  against 
not  (Tilly  many  as  deserving  officers  of  mi- 
litary experience,  but  against  the  whole 
military  service  itself.  The  term  lised  by 
the  nobie  secretary  was,  that  lord  Burg- 
hersh was  a  rising  young  officer  in  his  pro- 
fession ;  rising  he  certainly  would  be, 
whilst  he  continued  to  receive  such  effi- 
cient and  active  assistance  from  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers.  But  when  he  heard  so 
mueh  stress  laid  uptm  tbe  services  of  lord 
Burghersh,  he  believed,  on  inquiry,  that 
he  had  never  performwl  rny  regimental 
service;  that,  in  fact,  he  had  never  joined 
his  regiment.  It  was  triw  that  he  had  vo- 
lunteered his  services  on  an  expedition  to 
the  Dardanelles  whilst  his  regiment  was  in 
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Sicily  ;'  bdt  it  could  not  be  therefore  con- 
tentfed,  that  such  a  circumstance  warrant- 
ed an  act  of  injustice  to  many  others, 
equally  solicitous  to  seek  service,  and  who 
were  constantly  devoted  to  the  exercise  of 
their  regimental  duties.  The  permissions 
to  volunteer  were  favours  conferred  upon 
lord  Burghersli,  but  could  not  be  therefore 
converted  into  any  claims  of  his»  injurious 
to  the  general  advancement  of  the  army. 
It  would  also  be  seen,  that  aU  his  grada- 
tions in  rank  were  obtained  without  pur- 
chase. Those,  again,  were  favours  con- 
ferred, but  constituted  no  claim  to  the  de- 
triment and  disadvantage  of  others.  It 
was  under  These  circumstances  that  he  con- 
tidered  the  house  bound  to  persist  in  cas- 
ing for  the  further  information  sought  for 
by  the  hon.  mover,  in  order  that  it  might 
know  who  advised  that  act-  of  flagrant  in- 
justice. 

iiord  Castltrcagh,  in  explanation,  stated 
that  the  24  British  officers  appointed  to 
serve  in  the  Portuguese  army  were  obliged 
to  give  up  the  commissions  they  held  in 
this  service  ;  and  although  he  could  not 
then  say  whether  the  vacancy  of  lord 
Burghersh's  majority  was  yet  filled  up,  yet 
he  assured  tho  hou^  that  it  was  impossible 
for  that  noble  lord  to  retain  it. 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  although  as  strenuous  a 
friend  as  any  in  that  house  to  the  proprie- 
ty of  conferring  military  rewards  upon  all 
officers  who  had  signally  condncteJ  them- 
selves, still  declared  his  opinion,  that  lord 
Burghersh's  late  promotion  was  an  act  of 
gross  and  crying  injustice.  The  hon. 
member  next  adverted  to  the  illustration 
which  the  noble  lord  had  attempted  to 
make,  by  alluding  to  the  case  of  general 
Graham,  and  concluded  with  a  high  euh>- 
gium  upon  the  truly  distinguished  services 
and  numerous  advantaores  conferred  upon 
his  country  by  that  officer  in  Italy  and  in 
Egypt,  in  Portugal  and  Spain. 

LordNeipark  stated  his  anxiety  to  give  an 
explicit  reason  for  his  vote  on  the  present 
motion,  particularly  as  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  generally  supporting  the  present  servants 
X)f  the  crown.  "He  considered  that  pro- 
motion highly  improper  from  the  effect  it 
would  have  in  creating'great  dissatisfaction 
amongst  many  very  meritorious  officers  of 
high  character  and  great  experience  in 
the  military  scrvice,and  therefore  he  should 
#opport  the  motion. 

Lord  HaiTy  Petty,  after  the  able  manner 
in  which  the  motion  was  supported  by 
h's  noble  and  honourable  friends  who  pre- 
ceded him,  was  determined  not  to  enlarge 


upon  the  general  question,  but  merely  to 
limithisobservations  to  one  sentiment  of  an 
extraordinary  nature,  which  had  8n  that 
night  been  broached  by  the  noble  Secre- 
of  State.  It  was  contended  with  particu- 
lar emphasis  by  that  noble  lerd,  that  every 
encouragement  should  be  held  out,  in 
order  to  induce  into  the  military  servirt 
persons  of  rank  and  affluence,  ^uch  was 
the  great  object  which  he  conceived  at 
this  time  desirable  ;  and  what  were  his 
encouragements  in  order  to  effect  that 
object?  The  encouragements  of  the 
noble  lord  were  these ;  thafr  to  enlist  rank 
into  our  armies,  all  the  principles  which 
regulated  the  gradation  of  military  rank 
were  to  be  violated  ;  and  that  to  obtain 
men  of  affluence,  commissions  were  to  be 
given  to  them  without  purchase.  In  con- 
ferring the  honourable  distinctions  to 
which  signal  merit  was  entitled,  the  noble 
secretary,  in  place  of  attending  to  the  con- 
curring testimony  of  the  public  voice, 
would,  in  his  management  of  public  re- 
muneration, confine  the  encouragements 
to  rank  and  affluence.  In  his  view  of  the 
national  interest  a  system  was  desirable, 
which,  whilst  it  drove  from  our  armies  the 
men  fit  to  practise  the  dangerous  duties  of 
the  military  profession,  woulil  give  us  only 
rank  and  afBuence  to  combat  with  the 
best  disciplined  army  upon  earth.  Such  a 
principle  he  would  ever  reprobate  as  the 
most  dangerous  aggression  ever  carried 
into  effect  against  the  security  of  the  state. 

■  Sir  Charles  Burrell  said,  that  he  could 
never  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that  night 
maintained,  viz.  that  the  interests  of  tb^. 
crown  and  the  country  were  at  variance. 
ThinkingvAhe  contrary,  he  was  determined 
to  support  the  motion  for  investigating  the 
causes  of  a  promotion  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, was  highly  unjust  and  improper: 
There  could  be  no  similarity  between  the 
services  of  general  Graham  and  lord 
BUrghersh.  The  -former  had  conferred 
lasting  and  admitted  benefits  upon  the 
country,  and  particularly  in  the  important 
infoimation  he  procured  for  sir  John 
Moore;  whilst  he  never  heard  any  speci* 
fie  circumstance  or  place  which  were 
either  the  eOect  or  theatre  of  the  noble 

lord's  exploits. 

The  Chancellor  <f  the  Exchequer  defend- 
ed the  course  of  argument  pursued  by 
his  noble  friend  (lord  Castlereagh),  and 
contended,  that  six  years  had  expired  from 
the  appointment  of  lord  Bnrghersh  to  his 
ensigncy  until  his  promouoa  to  the  ma- 
jority. 
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A  diyision  then  took  place,  when  there 
appeared. 

For  the  motion 72 

Against  it  ----------  67 

Majority  against  Ministers 5 

[Irish  Budget.]  The  house  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means, 

Mr.  Foster,  in  the  said  Committee,  stated 
the  annual  Ways  and  Means  for  Ireland, 
commonly  called  the  Budget;  which  were 
as  follow : 

WAYS  AND  MEANS.  £. 

Unappropriated  Balances l.TSP^SSl 

Deduct  unfunded  Debt.. ....<£.    29,080 

Arrear  to  Howlh...  3,814 

Navigations  191,793 

.  224,687 

1,514,694 

Estimated  Revenue 4,300,000 

Loan  in  Great  Britain,  3  mil- 

lioas  British 3,250,000 

Ditto  in  Ireland 1,230,000 

4,500,000 


10,514,69^* 


SUPPLY. 
QuoU for  Ireland, 6,273,966/.  British...     6,796,796 
Interest  and  Smkin?  Fund 3,690,404 


Excess  of  Ways  and  Means.. 


10,487,200 
27,494 


10,514.694 

Money  to  be  borrowed  (Irish)  ^£.4,500,000 
lot.  and  Sinking  Fund  thereon        264,000 
(In  1809  w6:.212,800) 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Per  Ann.  In  1809. 

1.  Prohibiting  Raw 

Com  in  Brewery  ,£.248,000    hf.-yr. -£.124,000 
t.  Increase  of  Duty 
on    streng:th    of 

SpiriU 150,000    8  moniha  32,500 

5.  Increase  work  on 
StUU  240,000    12  months  60,000 


^.618,000 


«6:.216,500 


By  this  statement;  continued  the  right  hon, 
gent.,  1  do  not  venture  to  estimate  the 
Revenue  of  Ireland  at  more  than  four  mil- 
lions and  a  half,  and  in  addition  to  which, 
it  will  be  recollected,  that  a  Loan  has  been 
already  voted  for  the  service  of  Ireland,  to 
be  raised  in  Great-Britain^  to  the  amount 
of  three  millioiiis  British,  or  about  three 
millions  and  a  quarter  Irish  ;  together 
with  one  million  and  a  quarter  to  be  raised 
in  Ireland,  making  in  all  4f  millions. 
The  sum  therefore  that  is  necessary  to  be 
provided  is  that  which  will  be  equal  to  the 
paym«nt  of  th«  interest  on  that  Loan, 


which;  with  the  Sinking  Fund,  will  amount 
to  204,CKX)/.  or  as  nearly  as  can  be  calcu- 
lated in  a  round  sum,  2\'2,bOOL  Towarcju 
raising  that  sum,  I  shall  Hrst  state  a  mea- 
sure that  has  been  already  under  the  con- 
sideration of  this  house,  I  mean  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  use  of  raw  corn  in  breweries^ 
which  I  estimate  will  add  to  the  revenue 
24-8,000/.  ;  but  as  it  will  only  operate  for 
one  half  of  the  present  year,  I  shall  only 
take  it  at  12'1',000/.  The  reason  I  state  it 
at  this  particular  sum  is,  that  the  quantity 
of  malt  used  has  only  produced  one-fourth 
of  the  number  of  barrels  that  formerly  paid 
duty,  being  504,000  barrels  only.  We 
have  no  certain  data  to  go  upon,  but  wc 
have  what  will  be  a  gocKl  foundation  for 
forming  a  pretty  correct  judgment  upon  it. 
— Supposing  that  nothing  but  hops  has 
been  used  as  an  ingriidituf,  I  reckon  that 
the  whole  of  the  hops  in  Ireland  would 
produce  such  a  number  of  barrels  as  would 
yield  annually  248,000/. ;  but  as  it  can 
only  operate  for  six  months,  I  eslimale 
the  sum  arising  ft  om  this  prohibition  of  the 
use  of  raw  corn  in  brewing,  at  124,000/. 
The  next  sum  1  propose  to  raise  is  from  an 
increase  of  the  duty  upon  the  strength  of 
spirits  by  making  an  addition  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  to  ten,  upon  fourteen  de- 
free5  above  the  present  strength,  and  this 
calculate  will  produce  130,000/.  a  year; 
but  as  it  will  only  operate  for  two  months, 
I  may  state  it  at  32,500/.  The  third  mode, 
by  which  I  mean  to  raise  what  is  neces- 
sary for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  this 
Loan,  is  by  increasing  the  quantity  of  work 
on  licensed  Stills,  which  will  product 
240,000/.  a  year.  Now,  at  this  la^t  mea- 
sure, as  well  as  the  preceding  one,  will  not 
operate  till  about  the  5th  of  November  as 
the  present  laws  enable  his  majesty  then 
to  allow  distilleries  to  commence,  I  may 
state  the  sum  likely  to  be  raised  in  these 
two  months  at  60,000/.  These  three  sums 
will  produce  210,500/.  whi(;h  is  about 
2,000/.  above  what  I  will  require  for  th« 
purpose  intended.  This,  I  think,  can  give 
us  no  reason  to  despond.  There  has  been 
no  fall  off  in  the  Revenue  in  regard  ta 
stamps,  but  an  increase  ;  no  fall  ofI*in  that 
arising  from  the  posl-ofBcc,  nor  in  the 
assessed  taxes,  but  each  have  increased. — 
The  only  fall  off  in  the  Revenue  has  bee»» 
in  the  instance  of  the  Excise  Duties,  whicb 
I  attribute  to  the  measure  of  prohibiting 
distilleries  in  Ireland. — ^That  is  the  cause 
of  tlie  fall,  and  therefore  we  are  to  look  to 
the  removal  of  the  prohibition  as  the  only 
mode  to  do  it  away,  and  maktt  good  tbr 
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defalcation  of  the  revenu«,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  removed  early  next  harvest. — ^The 
balances  due  by  Collectors,  have,  by  the 
documenis  upon  the  table,  been  decreased 
in  the  course  of  la-^t  year  150,000/.  Tliey 
were  on  the  5lh  of  January  ISOS,  355,000/. 
on  the  5th  January  1S09,  thev  were  only 
205,000/.  and  therefore  so  far  from  the 
f eveikue  not  being  properly  attend*  d  to,  as 
has  been  insinuated,  it  shews  that  it  ia  pur- 
sued with  a  degree  of  siiiciness  and  energy 
surpassing  any  former  period. — With  re- 
gard to  the  situation  of  the  country,  there- 
lore,  I  do  not  consider  it  in  any  degree 
worse  than  before.  The  valce  of  the  im- 
ports and  exports  is  greater  than  ever  it 
has  been  ;  never  have  there  been  a  greater 
quantity  of  yards  of  linen  exported  than 
during  last  year,  with  the  exception  of 
one  year,  a  considerable  while  ago,  when 
it  was  equalled.  Jt  is  satisfactory  to  know, 
that  while  the  hade  of  Ireland  is  thus  in- 
creasing, the  amount  of  the  revenue  has 
risen  much  more.  T^ok  to  the  state  of 
our  exchange  ;  it  has  been  such  as  every 
one  mu.st  know  that  money  was  coming  in 
instead  of  going  out;  having  been  almost 
for  the  whoU;  of  la^t  year  under  par. 
Therefore,  taking  that  circumstance,  amj 
applying  it  to  the  situation  of  the  country 
in  other  particulars,  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  Ireland  is  more  aflflucnt  than 
ever  she  was  lw*retofore.  The  increase  of 
the  debt  has  been  only  owing  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  empire,  for  the  last  two 
years ;  and  therefore  it  was  thought  more 
prudent  to  go  on  raising  our  quota  by  a 
debt,  than  to  have  raised  it  by  additional 
taxes.  The  whole  amount  of  the  debt  of 
Ireland  is  certainly  stupendous,  it  being 
already  no  less  than  75  millions  of  money; 
and  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  it 
will  amount  to  81  millions — a  sum  which 
in  former  days  many  thought  that  Ireland 
could  not  have  existed  under ;  and  yet 
there  is  no  reason  tothink.it  will  ii^'ure 
her  in  her  resource*  in  any  degree. — I 
,  think  it  but  fair  it  should  be  known,  that 
great  attention  has  been  paid  to  ameliorate 
the  situation  of  Ireland,  to  extend  its  trade, 
aud  to  improve  its  agriculture.'  By  the 
bounty  allowed,  there  have  been  13,000 
additional  hogsheads  of  flax-seed  brought 
into  Ireland ;  the  utmost  end'eavoTirs  have 
i>een  used  to  render  her  independent  as  to 
flax-seed;  and  lastly,  every  means  have 
been  adopted  to  add  to  the  agnculture  and 
tillage  of  Ireland,  by  draining  and  im- 
proving the  bogs.  Large  grants  have 
b«eu  inued  for  improving  that  source  of 


cultivation  and  growth. — Although  il  is 
usual.  Sir,  to  say  much  more  upon  such 
occasions  as  the  present,  yet,  I  trust  I  have 
said  enough  to  satisfy  gentlemen  as  to  the 
real  situation  of  Ireland  ;  but  if  any  hon. 
member  wishes  for  further  explanation,  I 
shall  be  ready  to  go  into  il  as  far  as  I 
possibly  can.  Before  concluding,  how- 
ever, 1  may  venture  to  mention  the  terms 
upon  which  the  Irish  Loan  has  been  con- 
tracted. It  has  been  made  in  the  3^  per 
cent,  sloc'k  of  Ireland,  there  being  given 
for  every  100/.,  120/.  capital  of  that  stock. 
Tlie  bidding  was  on  the  Treasury  bills, 
bearing  interest  at  5  per  cenU,  the  bonus 
being  at  the  rate  of  9/.  '2s^  Orf.  upon  every 
hundred.  Ailhmigh  the  legal  interest  of 
Ireland  is  (>/.,  yet  this  loan  has  been  thus 
contracted  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  in 
all  4/.  1 3s.  l^d.;  a  circumstance  which 
shewed  the  affluence  of  that  country,  and 
which  should  not.  make  us  despair.  The 
whole  charge  of  interest  and  sinking  fund 
did  not  exceed  the  sum.  of  51,  17*.  l\d. 
per  cent,  upon  the  whole  of  the  debt  so  in- 
curred. Tne  right  hon.  gent,  then  con- 
cluded with  moving,  **  That  the  sum  of 
I, '250,000  Irish  currency  be  raised  by  way 
ol' annuities  for  the  service  of  Ireland.'* 

Sh"  Jofm  Newport — Although  Sir,  th« 
right  hon.  gent,  has  stated  that  the  ba- 
lances in  the  hands  of  the  present  collec- 
tors have  decreased^  considerably  within 
the  last  year,  yet  if  the  orders  issued  by 
the  duke  of  Bedford,  when  lor«l-lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  in  1807,  had  been  enforced, 
they  would  not  have  remained  at  one  quar- 
ter part  of  the  amount  at  which  they  Uofr 
appear  to  be.  The  fact  is,  that  from  the 
period  when  that  order  was  issued,  the 
cash  bahmcet  in  the  hands  of  the  collec- 
tors were  reduced  to  33,400/.  ;  but  when 
matters  were  committed  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite,  the  balances  in 
the  stamp  department,  that  of  the  post  of- 
fice, and  those  of  the  deceased  and  dis- 
missed collectors,  were  cortsiderably  aug- 
mented. I  have  to  complain  that  a  ba- 
lance of  20,900/.  should  have  heed  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  post- 
office,  as  1  conceive  it  to  be  a  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  orders  then  issued.  By  the 
directions  of  the  duke  of  Bedford,  it  was 
also  enjoined,  that  the  gross  amount  of 
seizures  should  be  stated  in  all  accounts 
laid  before  parliament,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining,  not  only  the  amount  of  thos« 
seizures,  but  the  expence  of  condemnation 
attending  them;  but  this  does  not  appear 
to  have  heen  complied  with.     With  re»- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


on]       PAUL  DEBATES,  May  21,  1801).— /risA  DisiUUtici  Rtgulaiion  hill,       [682 


pect  to  the  taxes  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  proposes,  in  order  to  raise  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  present  year,  I  must  say,  he 
18  much  mor»  sanguine  than  I  am.  Why 
he  conceives  that  the  prohibiting  of  raw 
corn  in  breweries  will  raise  the  sum  he 
states,  I  cannot  imagine.  As  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  duty  on  strength  of  spirits, 
and  the  increase  of  work  on  stills,  i  think 
they  will  only  hold  out  a  larger  inducement 
to  illicit  distilleries  1  hope,  however, 
that  his  taxes  will  prove  more  productive 
than  I  can  conceive  they  arc  likely  to  be. 
I  have  one  thing  to  impress  upon  the 
minds  of  the  committee  ;  and  that  is,  that 
it  is  perfectly  immaterial  what  portion  of 
gross  revenue  is  to  be  raised  upon  the 
people,  and  paid  to  the  Treasury,  if  the 
expences  of  the  different  boards  be  al- 
lowed to  go  on  increasing,  as  they  have 
done  hitherto.  The  incidental  expences 
of  the  Board  of  Excise,  in  180d,  amounted 
10  xifiOOL'y  iti  1807,  to  30,400/.;  and  in 
ISOS,  to  lO^.OOO/.  of  which  last  sum  there 
was  no  less  than  29^000  i.  paid  to  one  in- 
dividual for  printing  and  stationary.  This 
is  only  aggravating  the  burdens  of  the 
people,  without  raising  any  additional  re- 
venue. The  gross  product  of  the  stamp 
duties  had  increased  by  66,000/.;  but 
there  was  a  defalcation  o^  no  less  than 
44,000/.  for  increased  expences.  In  the 
Post-Ofiice  too,  the  expences  were  upon 
the  increase  to  such  a  degree,  that  one 
would  think  the  nominal  addition  to  the 
revenue  was  rather  for  the  sake  of  adding 
to  the  burdens  and  creating  jobs,  than 
tending  to  the  good  of  the  public.  It  is 
lamentable  to  look  at  the  increase  of  the 
funded  debt  of  Ireland.  On  the  5tfa  of 
January,  1801, it  amounted  to  21,S00,(X)0/. 
on  the  5th  of  January  last,  to  76,000,000  /. 
and  now  the  right  hon.  gent  states  that  it 
'  will  be  next  January  81,000,000/.  The 
debt  has  thus  increased  at  the  rate  of  15 
to  4,  while  the  revenue  has  only  increased 
in  the  proportion  of  15  to  8|.  If  the 
debt  of  Ireland  were  raised  as  the  debt 
of  England,  within  the  country,  I  really 
think  that  a  great  part  of  that  debt  would 
be  done  away. 

Mr.  Foster  answered,  that  he  hdd  the 
•atisfaction  to  state,  that  the  regulations  ol 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  had  been  actually 
followed  up.  There  never  was  a  period 
when  there  was  so  little  knoney  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Collectors  of  Excise  for  con- 
tingencies ;  and  the  papers  on  the  table 
would  shew  it.  As  to  the  post-oiEce  ac- 
counts, th<>y  had  never  been  settled  siace 


they  were  established  ;  and  as  to  the  eX- 
pence  of  the  stationary  and  printing  al- 
luded to,  it  was  occasioned  by  the  division 
of  the  two  boards,  by  which  a  completely 
new  collection  of  books  became  necessary. 
It  was  natural  to  suppose  it  should  increase 
as  there  were  14  commissioners  instead 
of  seven.  The  new  arrangement,  as  to  the 
post-office,  must  have  also  occasioned  con- 
siderable additions  to  the  incidental  ex- 
pences,  but  the  public  woqld  soon  be  able 
to  reap  the  benefit  of  them;  • 

Mr.  PameU  observed,  that  when  it  waf 
said,  that  the  net  addition  to  the  revenue 
by  the  post-office,  was  68,000  /.  he  found 
that  the  postage  of  one  board  amounted  to 
13,(XX)/.  and  if  each  board  increased  their 
expences  in  alike  proportion,  that  expence 
would  amount  to  39,000/.  leaving  29,000^ 
to  he  received  by  the  public.  He  could  not 
help  thinking,  that  the  great  principle  of  the 
revenue  of  Ireland  was  overlooked  in  the 
desire  of  extensive  patronage,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers,  so  as  to  deprive  the 
Irish  Treasurvrboard  of  its  power,  and 
placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of 
th^^  Lord  Lieutenant.  He  was  satisfied  that 
until  an  alteration  in  this  particular  took 
place,  and  the  Treasury  Board  of  Ireland 
took  an  efficient  part,  or  he  abolished  al- 
together, and  these  matters  of  revenue 
be  put  under  the  Treasury  of  this  country 
altogether,  the  abuses  would  never  be  re- 
medied. 

The  Resolutions  were  then  severally 
put  and  agreed  to. 

{Irish  Distilleries  Regulation  Brl.] 
— ^The  house  then  resolved  into  a  Commit- 
tee on  the  Irish  Distillery  bill ; 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that  he  proposed  to 
make  several  amendments  to  it.  Where 
an  inhabitant  of  a  parish  informed  against 
a  private  still,  he  meant  to  afford  the  pa- 
rish an  opportunit)r  of  bein^  relieved  of 
the  fine,  by  the  parishioner  giving  the  in- 
formation consenting  to  acquit  the  parish 
of  any  claim  to  it.  He  would  still,  how- 
ever, continue  the  clause  for  making  tha 
fine  on  the  parish  100/.  for  the  second  of- 
fence. As  to  small  stills  he  thought  un- 
licenced  distilleries  could  only  be  pui 
down  by  the  establishment  of  them  ; 
and,  to  encourage  them,  he  proposed  thai 
a  part  of  each  mie  should  be  given  to  th# 
owner  of  them^  instead  of  gohig  to  the  in^ 
formers.  He  would  not  give  up  the 
bounties  on  large  stills,  as  they  were  of 
great  service  to  the  affriculture  of  the  t 
country.  The  illicit  trade  laay  easily  he 
put  down  by  the  exertions  of  the  country 
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gentlemen ;  and  if  they  did  not  assist  in 
putting  it  down,  it .  would  be  necessary 
for  him  to  propose  new  modes  of  obtaining 
revenue,  which  would  bear  extremely 
hard  upon  the  people  of  Ireland  ;  it 
therefore  was  absolutely  Necessary  to  put 
down  this  trade,  to  save  the  country  from 
taxes  of  a  more  general  and  pressing  na- 
ture than  any  which  now  existed. 

Sir  John  ifenvport  said,  he  would  ccmfine 
what  he  had  to  say  to  an  amendment, 
which  he  should  now  propose,  for  doing 
away  the  bounties  of  16  and  8  percent, 
on  large  stills  of  1500  and  1000  gallons 
content.  When  the  right  hon.  gent,  tells 
the  country  gentleman  of  Ireland,  that 
the  existence  of  illicit  trade  is  the  con- 
sequence of  a  want  of  exertions  on  their 
part,  he  tells  them  what  is  not  true,  and 
attaches  blame  to  them  where  they  do  not 
deserve  it.  The  true  cause  of  the  illicit 
trade  is,  the  ^reat  bounties  on  large  stills 
equal  to  \'2a.  per  gallon,  which  go  to 
crush  in  the  outset  all  small  stills,  and 
render  it  impossible  for  any  one  to  work  a 
small  still,  in  competition  with  the  large 
stills  established  under  these  bounties  in 
the  sea-port  towns  ;  for  so  long  as  the 
person  having  a  large  still  pays  less  duty, 
by  I2d.  per  gallon,  than  a  person  having 
a  small  one,  as  the  expence  of  carrying  a 
callon  of  spirits  from  one  part  of  the 
Kingdom  to  another  is  but  '2d.  the  ad- 
vantage of  lOd.  per  gallon  will  enable 
the  former  to  undersell  the  latter  at  his 
jown  door  ;  besides,  the  person  working  a 
large  still  must,  under  any  circumstances, 
have  great  and  manifest  advantages  over 
the  person  working  the  small  one,  be- 
cause the  expence  of  working  is  diminished 
in  proportion  to  the  increased  use  of  the 
still.  Under  this  system  of  bounties,  it 
was  impossible,  therefore,  that  small  stills 
could  be  set  up  ;  and  when  the  right 
hon.  gent,  says,  his  bill  contains  a  clause 
to  admit  of  50  gallon  stills  beins  worked, 
-fae  knows  very  well  that  no  still  of  that 
size,  or  of  any  size  under  1000  gal- 
lon st?11  can  be  worked,  and  bis  clause 
is  only  for  the  purpose  of  deluding  those 
who  are  ignorant  of  the  distillery  busi- 
ness. In  regard  to  what  he  has  said 
about  encouraging  small  stills,  by  giving 
them  a  share  in  the  fines,  this  is  also 
anothef  delusion,  which  he  is  endeavour- 
ing to  practise  on  the  public ;  for  what 
man  could  be  so  great  a  fool  as  to  set  up 
a  small  still,  knowing  that  he  has  to  con- 
tend against  the  boundes  on  the  large 
•Bti,  nppn  tbe  speculation  of  being  reim- 


bursed in  this  manner  ?  On  the  whole, 
therefore,  the  right  hon.  baronet  said, 
it  was  utterly  impossible  to  calculate  upon 
any  other  result  of  the  bill  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  than  an  increased  extent  of 
illicit  distillation:  if  the  amendment 
which  he  proposed  was  not  adopted,  what 
few  stills  were  now  in  the  country  under 
1000  gallons  content  would  soon  be  put 
down  by  the  bounties,  the  country  would 
neither  be  able  to  buy  spirits  or  to  sell 
their  grain ;  and  when  it  was  placed 
under  such  unnatural  circumstances,  by 
the  system  of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  it- 
licit  trade  must  flourish  notwithstanding 
all  the  penalties  and  fines  imposed  by  that 
system.  In  fact,  even  the  fines  imposed* 
on  tlie  county  of  Cavan,  have  not  put 
down  illicit  trade  there  ;  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  a  person  of  that  county  of 
the  greatest  respectability,  who  told  him 
this  trade  never  was  in  a  more  flourishing 
state,  even  in  those  parishes  most  heavily 
fined.  He  begged  that  Irish  gentlemen 
would  now  see,  that  this  system  of  bounties 
and  of  large  stills,  was  tne  real  cause  of 
this  illicit  trade,  and  not  suffer  themselves 
to  be  deluded  by  the  language  they  had 
heard  about  the  interests  of  agriculture,, 
and  of  the  revenue.  The  truth  is,  that 
the  agriculture  of  the  country  is  most  ma- 
teri^ly  injured  by  depriving  the  interior 
of  xh%  country  of  the  advatitages  of  li- 
censed distilleries  which  would  afford  to 
it,  what  it  has  not  now,  except  in  a  small 
degree,  by  the  unlicensed  distilleries,  a 
ready  and  constant  market  for  th6ir  grain ; 
and  as  to  revenue,  the  commissioners  of 
inquiry  proved,  that  under  the  existing 
system,  the  revenue  lost  a  million  and  a 
half  a  year  by  the  gross  frauds  of  the 
revenue  officers,  and  the  illicit  distilleries. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  was  sorry  that  he  could 
not  agree  with  the  right  hon.  baronet. 
The  object  which  he  conceived  the  legis- 
lature to  have  in  view  was,  to  promote  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Ireland.  Boun- 
ties, by  promoting  trade,  would  contribute 
to  that  object,  so  that  the  hon.  baronet's 
amendment  going  to  take  away  the  in* 
ducement  of  bounties,  could  not,  in  hii 
opinion,  be  advantageous. 

Colonel  Barry  said,  that  if  the  clause  to 
which  the  ri^ht  hon.  baronet  objected 
would  have  the  effect  of  suppressing  th« 
small  stills,  he  would  vote  against  it :  no 
such  consequence,  however,  in  his  opinion, 
could  result.  In  many  of  the  interior 
parts  of  Ireland,  the  only  fuel  they  had 
for  their  stills  was  turf :  some  distinction^ 
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therefore,  ought  to  he  drawn  between  such 
parts  and  the  sea-port  towns,  where  coals 
could  conveniently  be  procured.  When 
the  committee  came  to  consider  that  part 

'  of  the  subject,  in  which  he  could  best  in- 
troduce a  clause  to  such  efiect,  it  was  his 
intention  to  do  so. 

Mr.  J,  Latouche  said  he  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  fhe  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer for  Ireland,  that  1t  was  oR  the 
greatest  importance  to  have  small  stills  es- 
tablished in  the  country  parts  of  Ireland, 
and  he  would  therefore  give  his  support 
to  the  amendment  of  the  right  honourable 
baronet,  as  it  was  the  plain,  direct,  and  he 
thought  the  only  way  'of  carrying  the  ob- 
ject into  effect  of  putting  an  end  to  illicit 
distillation.  To  enable  smaller  stills  to 
work  was  an  object  not  only  of  import- 

•  ance  but  of  necessity,  for  in  consequence 
of  the  demand  for  corn  arising  from  dis- 
Itillation,  many  tracts  of  country  had  been 
broughi  into  cultivation,  and  if  illegal  stills 
should  be  put  down,  and  none  others  esta- 
blished, that  demand  for  corn  would 
cease,  and  a  check  would  be  given  to  the 
increased  arid  increasing  cultivation  of 
land,  and  perhaps  these  lands  already  re- 
claimed would  be  suffered  to  relapse  to 
their  former  state  of  waste.  He  agreed 
perfectly  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
that  from  a  variety  of  causes,  no  large  stills 
of  1,0()0  or  1,5CX)  gallons  would  ever  be 
estiihlished  in  the  country  parts;  but  he 
could  not  agree  with  him  in  thinking,  that 
if  the  amendment  proposed  was  rejected, 
and  if  the  bounties  of  S/.  anil  \6L  per 
cent,  were  to  remain  in  favour  of  the  large 
•tills,  that  the  smaller  ones  would  ever  be 
able  to  meet  them  in  the  market—  Id/,  per 
cent,  bounty  was  an  atlvanta^e  which  no 
trade  could  bear,  and  the  fact  has  already 
been  ascertained,  that  it' was  not  to  be  con- 
tended against,  for  when  even  the  bounty 
of  8/.  per  cent,  was  taken  off^the  500  gallon 
stills,  and  given  to  those  of  1,000  gallons, 
the  consequence  was,  that  a  number  of 
300  gallon  stills  were  driven  out  of  the 
trade.  Now  if  8/.  per  cent,  could  not  be 
contended  against,  how  could  any  man 
think  that  luL  per  cent,  could  be  op- 
posed ;  but  it  should  also  be  observed 
that  the  owners  of  small  stills  in  their 
working,  are  under  disadvantages  which 
add  to  the  expence  of  manufacture  in  the 
■pirit,  to  which  those  who  work  larger 
ones  are  not  liable;  these  disadvantages 
amount  to  nearly  Id.  per  gallon,  which 
if  you  will  add  to  tha  12(1,  per  gallon 
i^unty,  the  spirit  coming  from  the  smaller 


itill  has  to  contend  against  an  advantage 
which  that  from  the  larger  one  has  of  1*., 
&  Id,  per  gallon  ;  it  is  impossible,  under 
these  circumstances,  that  the  object  of  the 
bill  without  the  amendment  of  his  right 
hon.  friend,  could  be  carried  into  effect, 
but  the  committee  "were  called  upon  by  a 
sense  of  justice,  as  well  as  of  interest,  to 
support  the  amendment ;  for  whenever  it 
became  necessary  to  enact  severe  laws 
against  the  commission  of  any  breach  of 
the  law,  as  in  this  instance,  so  severe,  that 
the  innocent  suffered  as  well  as  the  guilty, 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  house,  if  any  sys- 
tem would  prevent  the  commission  of  the 
crime,  to  adopt  that  system ;  and  the 
surest  and  best  method  of  preventing  this 
breach  of  the  laws,  was  to  take  away  the 
temptation  of  committing  it,  or  at  least 
the  inducement  which  the  fanners  of  the 
country  at  this  moment  have  to  connive  at 
it :  thev  are  aware  at  this  moment  that  the 
price  tKey  get  for  their  corn  arises  from 
distillation,  in  the  absence  of  legal  stills ; 
they  see,  or  at  least  think  they  see,  an  ad- 
vantage in  illegal  distillation ;  but  if  you 
enable  the  smaller  stills  to  be  set  up,  they 
will  then  have  no  inducement  to  connive 
at  these  practices,  against  which  we  have 
enacted  such  a  severe  law.  On  these 
grounds  he  supported  the  amendment,  as 
be  was  convinced,  that,  without  the  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  the  bill  could  never  be 
carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  Bernard  stated,  that  in  withdrawing 
his  motion  on  the  principle  of  the  bill  the 
other  night,  he  did  so  only  with  a  hope 
that  the  objects  he  had  would  be  met  in 
the  committee,  and  not  from  beins^  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  if  the  bill  passed  into 
a  law  in  its  present  shape,  it  must  prove 
insufficient  and  most  injurious,  not  only  to 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Ireland,  but  to 
the  revenue  ;  we  already  had  some  proof 
of  it,  for  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
bill  of  last  year,  stills  so  small  as  200 
gallons  were  allowed  to  work  ;  he  could 
bring  evidence  to  the  bar  of  the  house,  of 
men  of  experience,  now  in  London,  that 
had  given  both  200  and  500  gallon  stills 
a  fair  trial,  and  who  really  were  anxious 
to  carry  on  the  business  in  Ireland  in  that 
way,  and  who  would  declare  that  it  was 
impossible  to  carry  it  on,  while  so  great 
an  advantage  as  8  and  iO  per  cent,  was 
allowed  to  large  stills  ;  it  was  therefore 
utterly  nugatory  in  the  extreme  to  talk  of 
allowing  small  stills  to  work  on  such  terms, 
the  consequence  must  be,  that  illicit  stills 
will  be  substituted,  or  the  fanner  will  be 
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depriTed  of  a  market  ibr  hU  corn.  The 
right  hon.  gentlems^n  boasted  that  his 
system  had  riised  the  revenue  consider- 
tibly  within  these  fi  w  years*  but  did  not 
state  bow  much  that  rL^e  was  increased 
by  a  rise  of  nearly  double  on  malt 
and  spirits^  neither  did.  he  state  how 
much  his  system  had  increased  the  illicit 
trade ;  nor  did  he  mention  that  by  his 
system  100,000/.  were  allowed  in  draw- 
backs and  bounties,  which  otherwise  should 
have  come  to  the  credit  of  the  revenue  ; 
he  contended  for  it,  that  the  system  of 
licence  has  be«n  proved  by  many  years 
trial  in  Scotland,  to  answer  the  sreat  ob- 
jects of  assisting  agriculture,  and  adding 
to  the  revenue ;  for  that  in  no  country  bad 
both  increased  so  much  since  that  system 
was  adopted :  l^e  would  prove  that  a  500 
gallon  still  pays  ]/.  9«.  per  gallon  on  its 
content  weekly ;  whereas  a  1,500  still  only 
pays  19«. ;  so  that  there  was  a  loss  of  lOi. 
per  gallon  on  its  content,  weekly,  to  the 
revenue,  bv  this  system  of  the  right  hon. 
gent.;  ana  as  to  putting  down  the  illicit 
trade,  he  contended  for  it  that  a  licensed 
distiller  must  prohibit  an  unlicensed  dis- 
tiller from  working,  for  that  on  consider- 
ing the  risk  of  seizure  and  penalties,  the 
Sreat  deficiency  of  produce  and  consi- 
erabje  waste  attendant  on  the  hurry  and 
confusion  of  a  private  still,  it  must  be  evi- 
dent that  the  licensed  distiller  must  have 
a  considei'able  advantar^e  over  unlicensed 
ones,  and  would,  if  sufficiently  encouraged 
to  work,  on  fair  terms,  drive  the  unli- 
censed still  out  of  the  market.  For  these 
and  other  veasons  he  contended  for  it, 
tkat  it  was  utterly  useless  to  talk  of  allow- 
ing small  gtills  to  work,  without  tak'mg  off 
the  bounty  allowed  to  large  ones. 

Mr.  Denm  Brofwne  said,  that  he  held 
the  opinion  of  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Irish  Exchequer  in  such 
high  veneration,  that  he  was  always  ready 
to  believe  whatever  he  said  was  right, 
would  prove  tcr  be  so.  He  had  always 
proved  himself  to  be  a  great  friend  to  the 
Uterests  and  welfare  of  Ireland,  and  he 
would  not  desert  him  in  this  instance.  He 
•aid  that  disloyalty  and  illicit  distillery 
went  hand  in  hand  over  the  kingdom,  and 
that  till  illicit  distillery  was  put  down,  dis- 
loyalty would  increase.  The  best  mode 
to  put  it  down  was  to  increase  the  fines, 
and  to  punish  all  those  with  severity  who 
broke  the  laws :  in  his  county  the  exer- 
tions of  the  gentlamen  had  proved  effec- 
tual, and  ht  knew  of  no  illicit  distillery  ; 
h#  had  graat  veat^tion  for  aj^isting  eat^ 


blishments,  and  fur  that  reason  would  not 
suddenly  adopt  so  great  an  alteration  as 
that  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  baronet. 

Mr.  Ftxttih  said  he  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  hon.  member  say  that  there  was 
no  illicit  disiillery  in  the  county  Mayo ; 
he  lived  within  a  few  miles  of  that  county^ 
and  had  himself  aa^isted  in  seiaing  several 
illicit  stills  last  year,  and  he  knew  the 
trade  was  now  very  flourishing  in  ihat 
quarter.  If  the  hon.  member  means  that 
there  is  no  illicit  trade  near  Westport,  he 
could  understand  him,  because  there  was 
no  corn  there.  There  were  nothing  there 
but  those  sort  of  inaccessible  moimtaina 
which  the  hon.  member  talked  Qf  lately 
as  being  of  such  great  value  in  the  county 
of  Cavan,  for  scites  on  which  to  establish 
illegal  stills — As  to  the  amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  baronet,  be  should  certainly 
vote  for  it,  and  nothing  could  be  so  clear 
as  that  it  would  be  impracticable  for  any 
one  to  set  up  a  small  still  in  the  face  of 
these  bounties. 

Mr.  May  said  he  was  a  friend  to  thtt 
system  of  bounties,  aa  he  was  to  all  lona 
establi:died  systenu ;  that  he  disliked  all 
speculative  plans,  and  new  fangled  inven* 
tions.  The  large  stills  were  productive  of 
great  revenue,  and  had  advanced  theagri-» 
cultural  interests  of  the  country  to  their 
present  flourishing  condition ;  tor  it  was 
in  those;  districts  where  they  were  esta- 
blished that  the  tillage  of  Ireland  was  most 
flourishing. 

Mr.  l^orii^  said  he  could  not  permit  this 
question  to  go  to  a  vote  without  expressing 
his  sentiments  upon  it.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  right  hon.  gent,  was  attempting  to 
practise  upon  the  house  the  greatest  delu- 
sion that  ever  was  heard  of.  He  says  that 
he  is  a  friend  to  the  system  of  small  stills; 
that  it  is  only  by  establisliing  small  stills, 
that  the  illicit  tnide  can  be  put  down,  and 
in  the  face  of  these  admissions,  he  calls 
upon  the  house  to  continue  bounties  on 
large  stills,  which  give  the  person^  who 
work  them  an  advantage  of  \2dmx  gal- 
lon over  the  persons  who  work  small 
stills.  The  right  hon.  gent,  must  know 
when  he  holds  out  to  the  CMintry  a  remedy 
for  illicit  trade  by  admitting  smcdl  stills  to 
worlc,  he  is  taking  eSectual  measures  to 
prevent  any  person  from  attempting  to 
work  one  ;  and  therefore,  sir,  his  clause 
to  admit  them  to  be  licensed  is  a  mere  d&r 
lusion,  and  can  have  no  practical  benefit  to 
the  public.  There  are  now  several  Irish  * 
distillers  in  I/mdon;  he  had  spoken  to 
¥Hm  of  \kt\f^  Q»  th^  iHibj^ct,  «nd  theur  uni- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«89]        PARL.  DEBATJES,  May  24,  IH09.--Irkh  Dis^Haies  RegiJaiion  Bii!.   .   [Ggo 


form  answer  to  his  enquiry  iVas,  that  no 
'  one  could  set  up  a  small  still  without  a  cer- 
tainty of  ruin  in  the  fate  of  these  boun- 
ties.  He  wished  very  much  to  hear  the 
opinion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer for  England  on  this  point.  No  one 
ought  to  be  more  capable  of  giving  one ; 
he  wished  to  be  set  right  by  him  if  be  was 
wrong,  and  he  was  ready  to  alter  the  o|>i- 
nion  he  had  formed  if  hie  could  shew  him 
that  it  was  erroneous.  In  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance  to  Ireland,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  financial  condition  of  Ireland, 
he  could  not  suppose  the  right  hon.  gent, 
would  be  silent,  and  that  where  so  many 
Irish  members  thought  the  bounties  ought 
to  be  discontinued,  and  where  the  ques- 
tion was  whether  or  not  the  great  defalca- 
tion of  rerenue  from  spirits  was  or  was  not 
fo  continue,  he  hoped  that  he  would  either 
vote  with  them,  and  shew  to  the  commit- 
tee that  he  had  good  reasons  for  voting 
.  with  his  right  hon.  friend.  As  to  what 
the  hon.  member  who  spoke  last  had  said 
in  respect  to  the  advantage  of  large  stills 
to  the  tiirage  of  Ireland,  he  must  deny  his 
position  altogether ;  the  measure  of  the 
right  hon.  bart  near  him  giving  Ireland  a 
free  trade  in  grain  to  England,  was  the 
cause  of  the  present  fborishing  state  of 
the  titlage  of  Ireland ;  besides  in  point  of 
feet,-  there  were  no  distilleries  in  those 
parts  of  Ireland  where  tillage  flourished 
the  most;  at  WaterTord,  Clonmel,  and  the 
county  6f  Kilkenny-  The  truth  is,  that 
^ese  large  stills  are  injurious  to  the  agri- 
cultural-mterests  of  Ireland.  They  can 
only  be  worked  in  sea  port  towns,  where 
coals  can  be  had,  and  by  persons  of  large 
capital,  and  therefore  the  whole  interior  of 
the  country  is  to  be  deprived  of  the  de- 
mand for  grain  which  distilleries  would 
give  if  they  were  and  could  be  established 
in  the  interior,  the  reasoning,  therefore  of 
those  who  maintained  that  these  bounties, 
and  that  large  stills  were  beneficial  to  Ire- 
l€uid,  was  of  the  falsest  kind,  as  must  be 
evident  to  every  person  who  possessed  the 
slightest  information  upon  the  subject — 
The  hon.  member  had  called  the  plan  of 
establishing  small  stills  a  new-fangled  spe- 
culation. He  begged  to  tell  him  that  it 
had  the  authority  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Enquiry,  and  Was  even  admitted  to  be  a 
geod  plan  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  whose 
cause  he  professed  to  advocate.  He  should 
certainly  vote  for  the  amendment  of  his 
right  hon.  friend. 

Sir  </.  NeujjMt  agreed  that  in  the  great- 
est tillage  counties  there  were  no  .  f  uch 
Vou  XIY. 


things  as  great  stills ;  it  therefore  was  not 
fair  to  attribute  to  thera  the  prosperity  of 
such  counties. 

Mr.  Oi/rtra  supported  the  Amendment. 
The   house  divided,    when    there   ap- 
peared-^ 

Ayes  -- --21 

Noes  -*-----. --78 

Majority  against  the  Amendment — 57 
On  being  re-ad raitted,  we  found  Mr. 
French  on  his  legs,  speaking  to  an  amend- 
ment which  had  been  proposed  while 
strangers  were  excluded,  to  prevent  pa- 
rishes from  having  double  fines  imposed 
upon  them.  He  stated  that  the  bill,  with 
all  -its  provisions,  had  none  to  punish  offi- 
cers who  acted  fraudulently.  He  disap- 
proved of  that  clause  which  [;rovided,  that 
if  a  still,  or  any  part  of  a  still,  was  found  in 
a  parisli,  the  whole  parish  should  be  fmed. 
If  they  wished  to  quiet  Ireland,  they  should 
permit  her  to  enjoy  the  rewards  of  her  in- 
dustry. 

Mr.  Magens  contende<l,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  take  away  the  power  of  fining> 
without  doing  an  injury  to  the  country. 
There  were  instances  of  town  lands  being 
fined  three  times  over  for  the  same  still. 
Tfie  informer  should  be  rewarded,  other- 
wise no  discovery  would  be  made. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that  there  was  a  law  al* 
ready,  by  which  the  misconduct  of  oificera 
was  severely  punished,  which  rendered  it 
unnecessary  to  introduce  any  clause  to 
that  effect  into  the  bill.  The  fact  was,  the 
revenue  was  injured  by  illicit  distilleries^ 
and  the-  morals  of  the  people  corrupted. 
They  were  arrived  at  such  a  pitch  as  to  re- 
quire severe  enactments.  If  gentlemen 
did  not  exert  themseher  to  put .  them 
down,  the  severity  of  the  law  would  not  be 
the  fault ;  their  own  conduct  alone  would 
be  liable  to  the  charge  of  having  given 
them  encouragement. 

Colonel  i^any  said  that  the  propositiom 
Was  to  fine  the  vicinity  where  any  mate- 
rials used  in  a  distillery  were  discovered. 
He  was  not  against  fin<ng  a  guilty  indivi- 
dual, when  he  could  be  found;  but  it  wa* 
not  fit  that  any  gcntlemnn  should  be  fined 
for  offences  committed  while  he  was  doing 
his  duty  in  that  house.  That  the  law  to 
prevent  collusion  between  officers  of  ex- 
cise and  illicit  distillers  wisfi  not  enforced, 
was  sufficiently  proved  by  the  circum- 
stance of  375  applications  having  been 
made  to  fine .  the  county  of  Cavan,  at  th» 
quarter  sessions,  for  illicit  stills,  while  not 
one  prosecution  was  instituted  for  a  ims4^ 
meaner  to  punish  coUusioiu  - 
2Y 
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-  Mr.  D.  Browne  thought  the  proposed 
clause  feasible  ;  but  did  not  approve  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  \vas  supported. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  he  believed  the 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Foster)  was  mis- 
tanen  as  to  the  punishment  of  officers  for 
collusion.  The  existing  laws  went  to 
punish  them  by  a  fine  of  10/.  or  to  render 
them  incapable  of  retaining  their  ofhce. 
The  fines  proposed  upon  the  parishes 
amounted  to  50/.  while  the  fine  for  the  of- 
ficer, if  guilty  of  collusion,  was  only  10/. 
vhich  should  be  50/.  at  least ;  otherwise 
fines  would  be  levied  on  parishes,  and  offi- 
cers screened.  The  fines  levied  upon  the 
county  of  Cavan  were  so  great,  that  it 
would  be  iknpossible  to  levy  them,  and  he 
confessed  he  was  very  much  shaken  in 
opinion,  as  to  the  efficacy  of  fines ;  instead 
^'having  the  proposed  efiect  in  that  coun- 
ty, illicit  distilleries  had  increased.  He 
thought  the  system  of  fines  ou^ht  to  be 
taken  into  the  consideration  of  the  house 
as  early  in  the  next  session  as  circum^ 
Stances  would  admit. 

The  CfuiTuxllor  qfihe  Exchequer  said,  that 
where  collusion  was  practised  by  officers, 
he  thought  an  immediate^  reniedy  should 
be  sought ;  and  that  therie  was  no  occa- 
sion to  put  it  ofiT  till  next  session.  He 
should  have  little  hesitation  in  proposing, 
that  officers  so  ofieiiding,  should  be  subject 
to  double  the  penalty  of  town  lands ;  the 
half  of  which  should  go  to  the  informer, 
and  the  other  half  to  be  appropriated  to 
some  other  purpose. 

For  the  Amendment   -    -    -    -     32 

Against  it 50 


Majority 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 


Thursday,  May  25. 

[King's  Message  relating  to  Austria, 
&c.]  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  presented  a 
Message  fi'om  his  majesty  relative  to  the 
proposed  subsidies  to  Austria,  Spain,  and 
Portugal  [for  which  see  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  of  Commons],  and  moved 
that  it  be  taken  into  consideration  to- 
morrow, and  that  the  lords  be  summoned. 

Earl  Grey  rose,  and  made  a  few  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  the  Message.  As  he  was 
quite  unacquainted  with  the  intentions  of 
ministers  relative  to  the  application  of  the 
pecuniary  aid,  he  could  only  ofier  general 
observations.  It  was  impossible  for  him 
to  know  what  were  the  peculiar  circum- 
stauf  es  of  \h%  c^se^  and  how  far  they  might 


be  such  as  to  jtntify  subsidies;  But  thus 
much  he  felt  hkenself  entitled  to  say  on 
the  subject,  that  after  the  recent  experi* 
ence  that  had  been  afforded  us  with  re- 
spect to  9ur  pecimiary  assistance  to  foreign 
nations,  and  after  viewing  what  the  state 
of  Europe  now  was,  ahd  the  probability  of 
what  might  speedily  happen,  he  thought 
that  the  first  duty  of  the  ministers  of  thift 
country,  was  the  preserving  and  husband<» 
ing  our  resources,  to  meet  the  possible 
emergency  in  which  we  might  be  soon 
called  upon  to  make  still  greater  efforts 
than  we  had  hitherto  done  ;  not  to  assist 
other  nations,  but  solely  in  oiir  own  na- 
tional defence.  Indeed,  if  it  should  ever 
be  possible  to  obtain  peace,  we  should  yet 
•  have  to  assume  that  defensive  attitude 
which  would  leave  our  peace  without  the 
best  enjoyments,  blessings,  and  securities 
of  a  peace  ;  and  we  therefore  were  called 
upon,  whether  for  peace  or  for  war,  to  ex- 
ercise care  and  economy  respecting  our  fi* 
nancial  resources.  This  observation  he 
applied  either  to  the  case  of  Austria,  or  to, 
the  future  wants  of  Spain  or  Portugal.  He 
would  not  attempt  to  give  any  decided 
opinion  upon  the  subject  at  present,  but  he 
could  not  avoid  stating  his  general  opi- 
nion respecting  our  readiness  to  subsidize 
foreign  powers  at  this  period,  after  the  ex* 
perience  we  had  so  unfortunately  had. 

The  Earl  of  Ltpei^KX)/  rose  to  explain  to 
the  noble  lord  that  there  was  no  mentioa 
in  the  Message  of  his  majesty  that  the 
IVeaty  with  Austria  was  a  treaty  of  sub- 
sidy. In  fact,  it  was  not  so.  There  was 
no  such  thing  in  the  treaty.  The  Mes- 
sage also  stated,  that  when  tne  ratifications 
were  exchanged,  then  the  treaty  would  be 
laid  before  their  lordships,  rrevious  to 
that  period,  it  could  not  be  done.  All 
that  government  meant  to  propose  to  par- 
liament, in  consequence  ot  what  had  been 
said  in  the  Message  respecting  pecuniary- 
aid,  was  merely  to  ask  a  Vote  of  Cr^dit^ 
which  was  common  before  the  session  of 
parliament  closed^  to  enable  government 
to  act  as  new  circumstances  mieht  render 
it  necessary  before  it  re-assembled.  The 
whole  extent  of  the  sum  intended  to  be 
asked  was  three  millions;  a  sum  which, 
all  things  considered,  his  lordship  thought 
could  not  be  regarded  as  extraordinary. 
Under  the  present  circumstances  of  Eu- 
rope, he  thought  that  if  ever  government 
might  require  confidence,  it  was  when 
they  asked  for  such  a  vote  of  credit.       ' 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk,  though  he  would 
not  oppose  the  vote  of  credit,  could  not 
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bat  cofisider  that  whatever  subsidies  might 
be  granted,  would  ultimately  fall  a  bur- 
then upon  the  people  of  this  country. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried, 
nem,  dis. 

[America].  Lord  Sidmouth  wished  to 
be  informed  whether  it  was  intended  to 
Tnake  any  communication  to  parliament 
respecting  the  state  of  our  relations  with 
America  ? 

Earl  Bathttrst  said,  the  negociation  be- 
ing still  pending,  it  was  not  intended  to 
make  any  ^communication  to  parliament. 
The  arrangement  which  had  been  entered 
into  by  his  majesty^s  ministers,  in  America 
and  the  government  of  the  United  States 
was  unauthorized,  the  former  having  made 
concessions  without  demanding  any  of 
those  conditions,  the  compliance  with 
which  ought  to  have  been  made  the  basis 
of  granting  such  concessions. 

Lord  SUtmouth  asked,  if  he  was  th^n  to 
consider  the  arrangement  made  by  his 
majesty's  minister  in  America  as  wholly 
miauthorized  ? 

Earl  Bathtrst  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Earl  Grey  thought  from  the  expression 
used  by  Uie  noble  earl,  that  some  instruc- 
tions had  been  given  to  Mr.  Erskine  to 
make  certain  concessions,  which  the  latter 
might  have  misunderstood.  From  the  ar- 
rangements as  published  in  the  newspa- 
pers, it  sibemed  as  if  the  measures  adopted 
had  been  preconcerted,  for  every  thing 
followed  in  such  order  and  rule,  that  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  believe  but  what 
Mr.  Erskine,  of  whose  ability  he  had  the 
highest  opinion,  conceived  that  he  was 
acting  strictly  according  to  his  instruc- 
tions. It  must  be  evident,  that  by  the 
disavowal  of  this  arrangement,  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  further  negociation  with 
America  would  be  materially  increased, 
and  when  known  in  America,  it  might 
give  rise  to  some  imputations  against  the 
character  and  good  ikith  of  this  country, 
under  the  impression  that  a  trick  had  been 
resorted  to,  tor  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  lit- 
tle temporary  advantage  for  ourselves.  A 
fearful  responsibility,  therefore,  rested 
upon  ministers, and  investigation  must  take 
place. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  agreed  that  the 
disavowal  of  this  arrangement  must  ne- 
cessarily increase  the  difficulties  in  the  ne- 
gociation with  America ;  but  that  could 
not  be  imputed  to  ministers,  as  in  making 
that  arrahgement,  Mr.  Erskine  had  not 
#nly  acted  uuaudiorifled  by  his  inttroc- 


tions,  but  in  direct  contradiction  to  his  in- 
structions ;  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
state  this  distinctly,  as  the  noble  earl  ap- 
peared to  have  misunderstood  his  noble 
friend.  Care  would  be  taken  inthe  Order, 
which  would  appear  as  soon  as  the  course 
of  business  would  allow,  that  those  vessels 
which,  in  the  mean  time,  had  sailed  in 
consequence  of  the  confidence  reposed  in 
the  arrangement  made  in  America,  should 
be  excluded  from  the  operation  of  that 
Order,  and  that  these  persons  who  had 
thus  embarked  their  goods  should  not  be 
losers.  As  to  the  discussion  of  the  subject, 
ministers  would  be  anxious,  when  the 
proper  time  arrived,  that  every  possible 
mformation  should  be  given  to  parliament. 

[AitMY  Regulations. — Lord  Burg- 
HBasH.l  The  Earl  of  Suffolk  rose  to  notice 
an  afiair  of  recent  occurence,  particular- 
ly as  he  saw  a  noble  lord  present  (the  earl 
of  Westmoreland),  who,  he  supposed, 
could  give  him  satisfactory  information  on 
the  subject,  which  related  to  the  interests 
of  the  military  profession,  to  which  he 
himself  had  the  honour  to  belong.  He 
alluded  to  the  case  of  the  promotion  of 
lord  Burghersh,  contrary  to  the  Regula- 
tions of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
army.  He  cpuld  not  help  thinking  that 
the  duke  of  York  would  nof  have  permit- 
ted such  a  promotion.  He  had  before 
stated,  that  the  army  was  in  many  respects 
under  obligations  to  his  royal  highness, 
and  particularly  for  this  regulation.  His 
lordship  was  proceeding  to  make  some  ob- 
servations on  the  impropriety  of  a  person's 
being  in  the  situation  of  Commander  in 
Chief,  who  was  controulable  always  by 
ministers,  when  he  was  called  to  order. 
His  lordship  making  a  few  more  remarks, 
the  earl  of  Liverpool  rose  to  order,  and 
observed  that  no  motion  was  before  the 
house. 

Earl  Stanliope  remarked,  that  lord  Suf- 
folk had  not  yet  sat  down.  , 

Lord  Suffolk  proceeded,  and  stated,  that 
if  he  could  get  no  ansWer,  he  should,  on  m 
future  day,  move  for  a  copy  of  the  orders 
of  the  commaqder  in  chief,  as  well  as  for 
the  particulars  of  the  promotion  of  lord 
Burffhersh,  as  he  was  sure  that  such  pro- 
ceeding must  be  highly  injurious  to  the 
feelings  of  the  officers  of  the  army  in 
general. 

Nothing  further  was  said,  and  his  lord* 
ship  did  not  fix  any  day  for  bringing 
forward  a  motion. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  25. 


[Insolvent  Debtor's  Bill.]  Sir  Thomas 
7^-/07}  prest^nted,  pursuaat  to  leave  given^ 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors 
in  Englaad.  The  hon.  baronet  expatiated 
at  some  length  upon  the  necessity  for  this 
bill,  in  the  miseries  long  sustained,  and 
Btill  suilered,  by  the  unfortunate  persons 
for  whose  relief  it  was  intended.  The  pri- 
sons in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  were 
ciowded  by  thos^  unfortunate  persons,  in 
the  aggregate  proportion  of  five  to  three, 
compared  to  the  number  of  prisoners  for 
debt  at  the  passing  of  the  last  insolvent 
bill.  The  prisons  of  the  metropolis  espe- 
cially were  crowded  almost  beyond  exam- 
ple ;  in  so  much,  that  in  one  prison  there 
were  no  less  than  thirteen  persons  crowded 
into  a  room,  only  fifteen  feet  by  sixteen 
square,  and  in  no  room  of  that  prison  were 
Ithere  less  than  three  at  this  hot  season  of 
the  year ;  so  that,  in  fact,  the  passing  of 
such  a  biji  was  not  only  a  measure  of  hu- 
manity and  justice,  but  of  sound  policy. 
The  bill  was,  as  nearly  as  was  consistent 
with  ils  objects,  a  transcript  of  the  last  in- 
solvent bill.  He  ^as  aware  it  was  at  best 
but  a  temporary  and  palliative  measure  to- 
svards  alleviatmg  that  system  of  misery 
^nd  oppression  which  had  so  loug  subsist- 
ed under  our  statute  law,  namely  impri- 
sonment for  debt,  which  was  a  disgrace  to 
our  civil  code,  and  ought  to  be  abolished 
.altogether ;  a  consummation,  he  hoped, 
ere  long,  to  seje  eSecied,  The  principal 
'difierence  in  the  present  bill  from^the  last 
was,  to  extend  the  limitation  of  debt,  up 
.to  which  prisoners  wer^  to  be  relieved, 
from  15O0/.  to  2000/.  and  to  allovr  the  pri- 
soner surrendering  his  property  to  obtain 
his  liberation,  to  retain  10/.  instead  of  5L 
and  furniture  and  working  tools  to  the 
amount  of  40/.  instead  of  :^0/.  with  some 
minor  regulations  in  favour  of  persons 
coBimitted  by  courts  of  conscience  ;  and 
he  trusted  to  the  humanity  and  benero- 
ience  of  the  legislature,  for  the  adoption 
of  a  measvre  which  was  to  rescue  so  many 
hundreds  of  unfortunate  and  meritorious 
men  from  a  ngorous  imprisonment,  which 
could  answer  no  other  end  than  to  gratify 
the  vindictive  spirit  of  persecuting  cre- 
ditors ;  and  thereby  restore  them  to  so- 
chiy,  and  to  the  means  of  industry  for  the 
support  of  their  families;  for.  the  bill  did 
not  propose  to  relieve  any  fraudulent 
debtor. 

The  bill  W3S  read  the  first  time, 


[King's  Message  respecting  a  Vote 
OF  Credit.]     Mr.  Secretary  Canning  de- 
livered to  the  house  the  following  Mes- 
suage from  his  majesty : 
"  George  R. 

"  The  kin^  thinks  it  proper  to  acquaint 
the  house  of  commons,  that  the  ancient 
relations  of  good  understanding  and  friend- 
ship between  his  majesty  and  the  emperor 
of  Austria  have  been  happily  restored,  and 
have  been  confirmed  by  a  Treaty^  of 
which,  when  the  ratification  shall  have 
been  exchanged,  his  majesty  will  direct  a 
copy  to  be  communicated  to  the  bouse  of 
commons.— Although  the  provisions  of 
this  Treaty  do  not  include  any  stipulat3oi^ 
for  pecuniary  assistance,  his  majesty  is,  ne^ 
vertheless,  desirous  of  being  able  to  afibrd 
to  his  im|)erial  majesty  such  assistance  of 
that  description  as  may  be  called  for  by 
the  circumstances  of  the  contest  in  which 
nis  majesty  is  engaged  against  the  com- 
mon enemy,  and  as  can  be  furnished  by 
his  majesty,  consistently  with  the  other 
extended  demands  upon  the  resources  o^ 
his  majesty's  dominions. — His  majesty  is 
equally  desirous  of  continuing  to  the  Spa- 
nish cause  such  succours  as  may  be  requi- 
site for  sustaining  and  assisting  the  efiorts 
of  that  nation,  gainst  the  ty runny  an^ 
usurpation  of  France,  as  well  as  of  giving 
consistency  and  effect  to  the  exertions  of 
the  people  of  Portugal,  for  the  defence  of 
their  lawfiil  governmept  and  national  is^ 
dependence. — His  majesty  relies  upon  the 
zeal  and  public  spirit  of  his  faithtul  com- 
mons, to  enable  1^  majesty  to.  provide  for 
these  great  objects,  and  to  take  such  other 
measures  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may 
require.''  "  G.  RJ* 

Ordered,  that  his  majesty's  Messaffe 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  supply 
to-morrow. 

[Mr.  Palmer's  Cx^ims.]  Major  Palmer 
rose  to  make  his  promised  motion  and  ob- 
served, that  as  the  circumstances  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  case  most  be  so  well  known  to  the 
house,  he  should  not  take  up  t^eir  time  by 
entering  into  a  detail  upon  that  subject ; 
in  consequence  of  b^ing  di^sappointod  in 
the  expectations  he  had .  formed  from  ihp 
votes  of  the  house  last  session,  as  to  the 
final  decisions  of  his  claims  before  parlia- 
ment, Mr.  Palmer  had  no«  resorted  to 
what  appeared  to  be  the  only  method  of 
obtaining  that  justice,  to  which,  in  com- 
mon with  every  othef  subject  of  ^his  king- 
dom, he  conceived  himself  entitled.  Pre- 
vious to  submitting  the  present  motion,  his 
finut  object  1^  j^eep  (q  a^rt?un  that  ji 
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was  regular  ia  poiot  pf  form,  and  theo 
how  far  it  was  liable  to  objections,  to  which 
every  qiMStioii  was  more  or  less  open; 
with  respect  to  the  one,  sanctioned  by 
authority  from  the  chair,  he  could  have  no 
doubt  th«;re ;  and  upon  the  other  point,  as 
fax  as  he  could  flatter  himself,  fi^om  the 
general  sentiments  be  bad  heard  express^ 
ed,  even  by  those  whose  opinions  were  un- 
favourable to  the  claims,  be  had  littk  to 
apprehend;  he  ^confessed  he  had  beard 
some  objections,  or  rather  what  had  been 
suggesteid  to  him  a&  likely  to  be  stated  as 
.such.  It  might  be  argued  that  there  was 
no  precedent  for  adopting  such  a  motion. 
— ^The  mere  argument  of  there  being  no 
precedent  could  not,  hc^  thought^  be  dwelt 
on ;  for  by  the  same  rule,  no  precedent 
would  ever  have  been  established  in  the 
house,  in  the  first  instance,  ior  want  of  a 
precedent  to  authorise  it ;  but  there  were 
many  precedents,  where  government  had 
xiot  availed  theo^selves  of  their  exemption 
from  a  legal  process,  but  had  allowed  indi^ 
yiduals,  with  whom  they  were  at  i$8ue>  to 
bring  their  cause  into  a  court  of  law,  and 
had  abided  by  the  decision.  The  only 
difference  between  these  cases  and  Mr. 
Palmer's  was,  that  the  latter  had  aktady 
^an  taken  into  consideration  by  p^rlia^ 
ment :  had  it  decided  against  the  cl^ms^ 
^  might  have  been  objected  to  ailofv  the 
cause  to  bie  tried  again  in  an  inferior 
court ;  but  one  or  two  assertions  ipiist  be 
admitted,  either  that  the  cause  has  been 
decided  up^n  in  Mr.  Palmer's  &your>  or 
that  it  has .  not  been  decided  upon  at  all. 
If  in  his  favour,  it  was  for  parliament  to 
carry  such  decisioii  into  (^iect ;  if  not 
decided  upon,  Mr.  Palmer's  c^e  was  in 
the  same  situation  as  others,  with  the  ad- 
ditional plea,  that  he  had  absolutely  no 
otl^r  appeal  left.  Yet  it  migh^  be  con- 
.tended,  that  these  cases  were  not  in  point, 
in  as  nuicb  as  governipent  had  there  used 
their  owii  discretion^  and  the  reference  to 
Z  court  of  law  had  been  optional  on  their 
part ;  but^that  in  Mr.  Palmer's  case,  they 
had  not  consented,  and  the  motion  wotdid 
compel  them  to  that,  which,  by  la«r^  they 
were  not  bound  to.  This  he  admitted; 
but  surely  if  in  some  instances  govern- 
ment dispensed  with  their  privilege^  and 
sdlowed  actions  •to  be  brought  against 
jtbem,  it  was  competent  for  the  house  to 
recomipend  it  in  others.  But  he  contend- 
ed, that  gpvernmiBnt  were  not  justified  in 
refusing  it  in  any  instance  ;  the  inteption 
of  the  Uw  was  simply  to  protect  public 
#flb:or^  {r9#  bffting  perfon^ly  rc^sppn^ble 


for  public  contracts  ;    it  never  meant  that 
the  individuals  with  whom  they  contracted 
.should  be  opptessed ;  and  was  it  not  con- 
trary to  every  principle  of  justice,   that 
the  reference  to  a  court  of  law,  should  be 
at  the  option  of  one  party,  whose  only 
moitiye  in  refusal  must  be  the  fear  of  being  - 
compelled  to  do  justice  to  the  other  ?    Not 
only  was  it  an  injustice  to  the  individual^ 
but  an  injury  to  the  country.    In  the  cas^ 
of  Wilkinson  against  the  Commissioners   ' 
of  the  Navy,  when  the  defendants  pleaded 
their  exfimption  from  legal  process^  lor4 
Mansfield  def:lared  that  nothing  could  be 
more  dangerous  to  the  public  interests  thaA 
such  a  plea;  for  if  once  the  precedent  was 
to  be  established,  no  persons  would  be 
found  to  make  contracts  with  government^ 
with  so  little  security  for  their  fulfilment. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  urged,  as  it  was  to 
Mr.  Palmer^  by  his  counsel,  that  though 
tM>  action  could  be  brought  against  public 
officers^  the  complainant  might  appeal  to 
paj'liament.      H»d  Mr.    Palmer  brought 
forward  such  a  motion  as  the  present  ofm, 
in  the  first   instance^  such  jan  objection 
would   probably  have  been  raised;  bujt 
Mr.  Palnper  had  anpcaled  to  parliament; 
and  it  was  because  ne  could  obtain  no  verr 
dic^^  there,  that  he  now  appeaUd  to  j^ie 
law.      Had  parliament  decided    against 
him,  it  would  have  been  a  hard  c;ise,  coor 
sideripg  the  influence  oi  that  party  with 
whom  he  was  at  issue ;  bi^t  without  dwejr 
ling  upoi^^ircumstancesi  which  he  wished 
to  ibrgiet,  and   admitting  that  the  claims 
had  been  alike  fanly  discussed   in  both 
honii^s,  and  that  they  differed  in  opinic^i* 
was  not  the  plan  to  be  pursued  th^  which 
would   have  been  adopted    in  any  other 
case^  wher^  two  judges  disagre^  in  th^ 
adjustment  of  a  dispute,  to  call  ii)  ^  third 
to  decide    betwixt*  them  ?     It  had  Naji 
suggesl^d  by  some  who  voted  ip  the  lq«^ 
session  against  the  withdrawing  from  tb^ 
appropriation  act  the  sum  voUd  by  itd$ 
house  to  Mr.  Pahner,  that  the  mpst  proper 
mode,  and  the  on<e  best  suited  tp  ths  diff 
pity  and  privileges  of  that  house>  w^ul4 
bfS,  to  move  an  address  to  hi^  majesty  tf 
pay  tb«  money,  and  that  the  bouse  woul4 
make  good  the  same ;  but,  however  proper 
S4^h  a  motion^  it  might  probably  cre^  . 
thai  diflerence  betwixt  the  two  houses^ 
which  the  present  one  was  calculated  t^ 
prevent.    At  all  events  it  mtvit  be  less  obr 
jectionable  than  former  motions,  which 
the  boiise  had  acceded  to.     In  the  sear 
sion  before  last,  on  the  Bill  for  preveatHif 
i\ke  gj^^Xitififi  oite^eiswD^  being  r^ected 


Digitized  by 


Google 


««d] 


1>ARL  DEBATES,  May  25,  ISOD.^iWr.  Patmer's  Oaina. 


[70# 


by  the  lords,  this  house  moved  an  ad- 
tjress,  not  to  grant  them  for  a  certain 
time ;  which  addren  was  a  direct  con- 
tradictioli  to  the  sentiments  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  legislature.  But  the  ppe- 
«ent  motion  could  not,  he  thought,  be 
•o  interpreted  ;  and  he  only  hoped  it 
tnight  not  be  (Objected  to,  on  the  ground  of 
being  too  conciliatory.  He  had  antici- 
pated all  the  arguments  he  was  aware  of 
against  the  motion  ;  but  whatever  in^ 
conveniences  might  be  suggested,  as  the 
tmus  of  bringing  it  forward,  rested  not 
with  Mr.  Palmer,  but  those  who  might 
obviate  its  necessity  by  granting  the  ob- 
ject it  professed,  he  trusted  the  house 
would  not  suffer  such  objection  to  prevent 
iheir  coming  to  a  resolution,  which  the 
f>eculiar  circumstances  of  the  case  de- 
manded ;  at  any  rate,  he  presumed,  that 
no  evil,  anticipated  from  the  motion, 
could  be  so  gre^t  as  the  injury  that  would 
be  done  to  the  honour  of  the  .house,  by 
refusing  to  an  individual,  whose  public. 
«ervices  stood  acknowledged,  and  who* 
complained  of  an  injustice,  that  appeal 
to  the  laws  of  his  country,  which  had 
ever  been  considered  as  the  birthright 
of  a  subject  of  these  realms. — Lastly,  he 
had  to  observe,  that  it  was  a  maxim  of 
the  constitution,  that  there  could  be  no 
wrong"  without  its  remedv,  and  that  one 
of  the  greatest  benefits  or  parliament  was 
the  power  of  enacting  new  laws,  as  tfie 
«xistmg  ones  were  found  inefficient ; 
here  was  a  wrong,  and  he  appealed  with 
confidence  to  the  justice  and  the  liberality 
of  the  house  to  grant  the  remedy.  What 
line  of  conduct  would  be  adopted  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) he  was  unable  to  state  ;  he  could 
onl3r  say,  that  he  had  brought  forward  that 
motion,  which  he  conceived  most  likely 
to  meet  his  approbatiop,  and  he  sin- 
cerely hoped  nis  acauiescence  would 
-spare  him  the  regret  ot  saying  one  word 
more  to  the  house  on  the  subject ;  wherein 
fae  trusted  they  would  at  least  acquit  him 
of  having  so  often  intentionally  troubled 
them.  The  hon.  gent,  concluded  with 
moving. — <'  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  praying,  that  he 
will  be  pleased  to  allow  the  Agreements 
entered  into  by  John  Palmer,  esq.  rela- 
tive to  Improvements  in  the  Post  office, 
to  be  investigated  before  a  Jury,  and 
that  the  Receiver-General  of  the  Post- 
Office  should  be  instructed  to  defend  the 
same/' 
The  ChamxUor  qf  the  Exchequer  was  of 


opinion,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
frame  such  an  Address  upon  the  present 
subject  as  would  accomplish  the  object 
of  the  honourable  mover;  in  the  first 
place,  no  legal  agreement  had  been  en- 
tered into  with  Mr.  Palmer,  and  how 
could  the  law  take  cognizance  of  that 
which  could  not  be  substantiated  in  the 
first  instance?  It  was  proposed  by  the 
honourable  mover  to  bring  the  action 
against  the  Receiver  General  of  the 
Post  office ;  that  gentleman  he  submitted, 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  a^ 
ledged  Agreement,  and  who  could  pre- 
vent his  disclaiming  all  concern  with  it } 
It  was  impossible  that  any  court  of  law 
could  proceed  in  a  cause  which  was 
wanting  in  the  proper  and  usual  forms  ; 
and  under  these  -circum stances  if  Mr. 
Palmer  were  permitted  to  bring  his  ac- 
tion, he  must  of  coarse  be  nonsuited. — 
He  objected  against  the  Address  for  two 
reasons  ;  in  the  first  place,  it  would  go  to 
establish  a  very  dangerous  precedent, 
and  in  the  next  place,  the  Address  itself 
could  answer  no  purpose  ;  it  appeared 
that  Mr.  Palmer  was  appointed  to  an  office, 
embracing  such  and  such  advantages  to  be 
held  during  pleasure  :  from  this  situation 
Mr.  Pttlmer  was  dismissed  for  misconduct; 
now,  he  contended  that  even  though 
the  office  held  by  Mr.  Palmer,  had  b»Bn 
granted  him  for  life,  a  scire  facias  could 
have  been  moved  upon  the  samt  ground  as 
that  which  was  the  cause  of  his  dismissal ; 
andy  surely,  under  those  cireumstances 
it  would  be  very  unadviseable  to  press 
the  present  measure.  At  any  rate,  he  re* 
commended  the  honourable  mover  not  to 
take  the  hoqse  by  surprise.  Such  an  Ad- 
dress as  the  one  proposed,  required  ma- 
ture consideration,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
wholly  unprecedented,  and  time  should 
be  given,  that  gentlemen  might  be  tho- 
roughly aware  as  to  what  they  decided 
upon. 

Mr.  W.  Adam  said,  that  the  motion  did 
not  go  to  direct  an  issue ;  it  6nly  went 
to  the  retnoval  of  an  impediment ;  this 
was  a  contract  entered  into  with  his  ma- 
jesty's government,  and  his  majesty  was 
address^  to  prevent  the  person  against 
whom  the  action  was  to  be  brought,  firom 
pleading  the  nonliability  of  the  public  offi- 
cer, unless  this  wasdone,  Mr.  Palmer  wooM 
be  nonsuited,  without  the  merits  of  the  case 
being  at  all  entered  into. — ^Witfa  regard 
to  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  law, 
that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Question  ; 
if  the  motion  was  agreed  to^  and  Mr.  Pa^ 
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mer  did  not  get  redress,  at  least  he  would 
have  had  his  request  complied  with; 
which  appeared  to  hio)  to  be  founded  in 
equity.  He  conceived  the  motion  was 
not  exactly  worded  as  it  should  have 
been,  and  he  proposed  as  an  Amendment, 
that  there  should  be  substituted  for  the 
words  "  investigated  before  a  jury/'  "  in- 
quired into  by  an  action  at  law,  or  by  a 
suit  in  equity/' 

Mr.  Stephen  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  unbecoming'  the  dignity  of  the  house 
if  they  were  to  address  his  mayesty  upon 
the  subject,  unless  the  afiair  could  be  re- 
gtuarly  entered  into  in  a  court  of  law ;  it 
appeared  that  this  could  not  be  done,  eren 
if  the  impediments  complained  of  were 
removed.  Mr.  Palmer,  it  was  supposed, 
bad  forfeited  all  pretence  to  a  claim  of 
right,  by.his  own  misfeasei|ce ;  taking  the 
case  as  such,  the  address  itself  if  agreed  to, 
would  become  a  mere  nullity — ^He  con* 
ceived  Mr.  Palmer's  best  claim  would  be 
upon  the  liberality  of  the  house  ;  however 
he  professed  if 'it  could  be  made  out  that 
.^e  case  was  capable  of  being  received,  and 
decided  upon  in  the  courts,  he  should  be 
ready  to  give  it  all  the  support  it  should 
seem  to* deserve. 

Sir  T.  Twrtcn  obsenred,  that  the  simple 
question  was,  whether  an  agreement  enter- 
ed into  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Palmer 
should  be  abided  by  ?  It  was  mimstrous  to 
-suppose,  that  a  bargain  which  would  bind 
an  individual,  should  not  be  held  equally 
sacred  in  respect  to  the  government  of  the 
country.  It  was  true  that  the  agreement 
was  only  a  verbal  one  with  the  ministers, 
but  if  that  would  not  bold  good,  he  for  his 
part  would  much  sooner  take  the  note  of  a 
common  swindler  in  the  street.  '  A  tangi- 
ble shape'  had  lately  become  a  fashionable 
phrase,  and  all  that  was  asked  upon  the 
present  occasion  was  toput  this  agreement 
into  one. -^  It  was  argued,  that  the  Re- 
ceiver General  was  an  improper  person  to 
bring  the  action  against,  because  he  was 
not  a  party  in  the  agreement ;  the  fact 
was,  Mr.  Pitt,  who  absolutely  made  the 
agreement,  being  deceased,  the  Receiver 
General  was  selected  as  the  persoof  to  whom 
the  revenue  was  pai^J,  and  consequently 
the  fittest  person  to  sue  on  tlie  occasion. 
The  action  was  in  fact,  against  the  public 
purse,  and  against  that  particular  branch 
of  the  revenue  which  Mr.  Palmer  had 
created,  and  out  of  which  he  had  been 
£adthfully  .promised  his  hard-earned  re- 
ward. He  should  certainly  support  the 
aiotion,  although  he  should  oare  preferred 


one,  addressing  his  majesty  to  direct  hit 
ministers  to  pay  the  money,  which  had 
been  TOted  by  the  house  as  due  to  Mr, 
Palmer.  The  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last  ■ 
had  mentioned,  liberality ;  what  was  ask- 
ed for  by  Mr.  Palmer  was  simply  justice  ; 
and  be  trusted  the  house  would  take  cars 
to  dispense  it. 

Mr.  BoK  professed  himself  willing  to 
allow  the  general  merits  of  Mr.  Palmer  as 
to  the  invention  and  execution  of  his  plan^ 
and  the  benefits  he  had  rendered  the  coun* 
try  'y  but  in  respect  to  the  agreements,  it 
was  to  be  remembered  that  the  advantages 
enjoyed  by  Mr.  Palmer  in  right  of  the 
situation  he  held,  supposed  a  strict  and 
faithiul  discharge  of  the  duties  attached  to 
it;  so  fer,  however,  firom  these  promise! 
being  complied  with  by  Mr.  Palmer,  it 
appeared  he  had  acted  in  the  most  impro<» 
per  manner  by  his  superiors  in  office ;  that 
he  had  endeaToured  to  throw  the  dif* 
ferent  arrangements  into  confusion,  by  en* 
couraging  the  Subordinate  clerks  to  qdar- 
rel  with  each  other ;  and  that  he  had  con* 
nived  at  firauds  in  the  department  he  pre- 
sided over.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  conceived  Mr.  Palmer  had  partly  for- 
feited the  advantages  he  held.  Of  this  ha 
was  certain  from  eighteen  years  experi- 
ence, that  Mr.  Pitt  in  settling  the  5,000/. 
per  ann.  on  Mr.  Palmer  conceived  he  had 
gone  to  the  extent  of  what  Mr.  Palmer 
was  entitled  to.  He  had  however  no  ob* 
jection  to  the  affitir  being  investigated  in 
a  court  of  law,  if  it  could  be  brought  about ; 
but  he  did  not  perceive  how  it  was  to  be 
received,  and  decided  upon  in  that  way. 

Mr.  FvUer  was  of  opinion,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  fair  than  the  modes  of  pro- 
ceedure  proposed  by  the  hon.  gent  who 
brought  forward  the  motion.  The  ques- 
tion as  to  Mr.  Palmer's  claim  had  be^^ 
frequently  discussed  in  that  house,  and 
decided  upon  by  large  majorities,  and  at' 
he  could  not  avail  himself  of  these  deci-: 
sions  he  was  willing  to  remove  his  cause 
into  another  court.  In  respect  to  the  im- 
possibility of  bringing  it  before  a  Jury  in 
a  tangible  ^ape,  that  would  be  proved 
when  it  was  brought  into  court ;  at  any 
rate,  after  all  that  had  past,  it  would  be 
only  consistent  in  the' house  to  remove  all 
impediments  as  far  as  in  them  lay. 

The  SoUcitot*  General  conceived,  that  as 
there  appeared  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion- 
as  to  the  wording  the  address  between 
those  who  support^  it,  this  circumstance 
should  induce  them  to  lay  the  proposition 
on  the  table  for  fiirther  consideration,  in 
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order  to  present  risking  the  adoption  of  a 
preeedent,  wbich  migbt  be  dangerous  in 
its  consequences,  and  excited  others  who 
were  discontented  with  bargains  entered 
into  with  goTernment,  to  try  what  peive- 
Terance  for  years,  and  solicitation  of  friends 
oould  efiect  in  that  house,  [here  the  learn* 
ed  gent,  was  called  to  order.]  It  was 
proposed  that  the  Receiver  General  should 
be  directed  to  defend  the  action,  without 
arailing  himself  of  the  strength  his  situa- 
tion ftimished  him  with.  Was  ^le  learned 
gent.  (Mr.  Adam)  prepared  to  say/  that 
this  expedient  would  answer  the  ends  pro- 
posed ?  He  thought  that  although  it  might 
be  adopted,  still  a  court  of  justice  could 
not  but  perceive  how  the  fact  really  Was, 
amd  the  consequence  would  be  that  a  non^ 
euit  would  necessarily  follow.  He  for  one 
wottld  nerer  consent  to  the  prosecuting 
asy  claim  against  the  crown  esccept  in  a 
legitimate  way,  l>e  the  individual  merits 
wi^t  they  might.  If  there  was  any  re- 
medy'in  law,  resort  to  it;  if,  on  the  other 
huki,  the  redress  lay  in  equity,  use  it ; 
but  if  relief  were  not  to  be  found  in  either, 
the  case  ought  to  be  left  as  it  was,  for  no 
infringement  should  take  place  in  esta- 
blsshed  usages. 

Mr.  WiHokam  thought  the  house  bound 
to  enforce  by  agreeing  to  the  motion,  that 
justice  they  had  already  admitted  by  their 
former  votes  upon  the  subject  The  crown 
was  not  called  on  to  abandon  its  preroga-^ 
tive,  but  merely  to  forbear  in  this  instance ; 
a  forbearance  neither  unusual  or  unfre- 
quent,  and'  this  was  a^l  that  was  asked, 
namely,  that  if  that  house  wouJd  not  en- 
force its  own  decisions  I  to  let  the  cause  go 
before  another  tribunal.  He  could  see  no 
danger  to  the  prerogative  by  agreeing  to 
the  motion,  but  much  to  the  dignity  of 
that  house  by  refusing  it. 

Sir  S,  RomiUy  said,  that  all  Mr.  Palmer 
wished  for  Was,  that  the  Receiver  General 
should  be  desired  to  defend  the  action, 
which  he  intended  to  bring  against  go- 
vernment, for  the  breach  of  contract  en- 
tared  into ;  and  all  the  house  was  asked  to 
do,  was  to  admit  the  case  to  be  brought 
forward  fairly  in  a  court  of  law,  or  equity. 
Hew,  hs  would  ask,  was  the  dignity,  the 
eharaeler,.  or  the.  honour  of  that  house  to 
be  compromised  by  its  directing  such  a 
eanlse  to  be  tried,  even  although  the  claim- 
ant did  not  succeed  ?  It  had  been  said  by 
a  right  hon.  gent,  opposite,  that  the 
Goart»  were  open  to  every  one,  and  that 
theiK  was  a  legai  remedy  for  every  thing 
of  thi»  oatuid  ;  hut  he  had  alweya-  undet- 


stood  that  any  person  cutting  into  a  con- 
tract with  any  of  the  public  boards,  snch 
as  tihe  Navy  board,  Transport,  or  Victual- 
ling boards,  and  being  afterwards  dissatis- 
fied with  the  fulfilment  of  it,  found  himself 
absolutely  without  a  remedy,  owing  to  the 
nonliability  of  the  public  officer ;  which 
could  never  happen  if  a  contract  wae 
agreed  upen  by  two  persons,  neither  ol* 
whom  were  connected  with  government. 
The  only*  question  therefore,  was,  to  re- 
mote the  ti^chnical  difficulties  that  ex- 
isted and  sloed  in  the  way  of  a  legal  pro- 
secution of  Mr.  Palmer's  ^claim. 

Major  Palmer  rose  again,  and  apolo- 
gized to  the  house  for  what  might  appear, 
to  be  unnecessarily  taking  up  their  time  ; 
but  as  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had 
not  confined  themselves  to  the  expediency 
of  the  present  motion,  and  still  denied  the 
justice  of  those  claims  which  had  been  re* 
peatedly  acknowledged  by  the  house;  he 
iioped  to  be  excused  in  once  more  replying 
to  the  various  misrepresentations  which 
had  been  made  since  he  first  had  the  ho- 
nour of  addressing  them  upon  the  subject. 
iit  could  not  help  complaining,  that  so 
many  gentlemen  should  have  formed  their 
opimons  without  really  understanding  the 
case.  They  seemed  to  consider  Mr.  Pal- 
mer in  the  light  of  any  other,  subordinate 
officer  in  a  public  department,  and  as  such 
to  have  justly  incurred  his  dismissal.  If 
they  would  be  content  wtth  this,  and  not 
insist  that  the  forfeiture  of  his  office  in- 
cluded his  agreement  for  the  percentage 
in  the  encreased  revenue,  which  in  justice 
and  common  sense  must  be  considered  as 
distinct ;  having  on  his  part  upon  a  for- 
mer occasion,  in  order  to  conciliate  as 
much  as  possible  the  general  foeling  of 
the  house,  given  up  the  salary,  to  wnich 
the  whole  of  the  committee  with  the  ex- 
ception of  only  one  hon  member,  a  stre* 
nuous  advocate  for  the  rest  of  the  claim, 
had  declared  Mt.  Palmer  to  be  en- 
titled to;  he  should  not  now  say  a  word 
on  the  subject,  but  as  the  forfeiture  oi 
both  had  been  insisted  on,  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  defend  both.  Considering  Mr. 
Palmer  as  a  mere  subordinate  officer,  what- 
ever opinion  he  might  have  had  of  his  own 
merits  or  the  demerits  of  the  Postmaster  ge« 
neral,  having  the  authority  they  were  jus* 
tified  in  dismissing  him.  But  the  hon. 
member  hoped  to  place  Mr.  Palmer's  con- 
duct and  situation  in  a  very  diiierent  point 
of  view,  dnd  firom  the  sendmeirts  he  had 
lately  heard  expressed  on  all  sides  the 
hoase,  be  trusted  the  attempt  woald  not  be 
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in  vain.  He  begged  the  house  to  consi- 
der that  when  Mr.  Palmer  first 'made  his 
proposals  to  government,  he  was  not  a 
needy  adventurer,  but  in  those  circum- 
stances wherein  a  moderate  degree  of  at- 
tention to  his  own  alFairs,  might  have  in- 
sured that  ample  fortune  to  his  family 
which  so  many  others  had  acquired.  Under 
such  circumstances  then,  it  was  not  to  be 
supposed  that  he  would  hare  abandoned  a 
certainty  for  an  uncertainty,  or  have  mavie 
an  agreement  ivith  the  government,  of 
which  he  could  entertain  the  slightest 
doubt  of  the  performance  on  their  part 
when  he  had  completed  his  own.  What 
then  was  the  agreement  in  the  first  instance? 
why  that  Mr.  Palmer  w^s  to  have  two 
and  a-ha!f  per  cent^  on  the  future  encreased 
revenue  of  the  post  office,  in  ccHisequence 
of  his  plan,  if  it  succeeded,  but  not  a  shil- 
ling if  it  failed.  When  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary, from  the  opposition  to  his  plan  by 
the  po^t  office,  that  he  should  superintend 
its  execution,  this  agreement  was  new  mo- 
delled into  the  form  of  an  appointment  for 
life,  giving  Mr.  Palmer  the  uncontrouled 
management  of  his  plan,  and  commut- 
ing part  ^f  his  percentage  on  the  en- 
creased  revenue,  for  a  salary  attached  to 
his  appointment.  Nor  can  it  be  i margined 
for  a  moment,  that  he  would  have  ac- 
cepted an  appointment  with  less  power, 
for  how  could  he  have  expected  to  suc- 
ceed in  bis  undertaking,  if  liable  to  be  im- 
peded and  thwarted  by  those  who  had 
professed  to  be  his  enemies,  and  who 
had  declared  him  to  be  a  madman  and 
his  plan  impracticable.  The  appoint- 
ment being  so  drawn  up  and  settled,  Mr. 
Palmer  proceeded ;  in  the  mean  time  the 
mttomey  general  discovered  that  this  ap- 
pointment was  not  legal,  as  it  interfered 
with  an  existing  act  of  parliament,  consti- 
tuting the  postmaster  general  the  head  of 
their  department.  This  might  easily  have 
been  remedied  by  altering  the  act  of  par- 
liament, in  extending  the  commission  of 
post  master  general,  and  including  Mr. 
Palmer  in  the  appointment.  But  whether 
Mr.  Pitt  wished  first  to  ascertain  more 
fully  the  merits  of  the  plan,  or  was  in- 
fluenced by  the  suggestions  of  others,  who, 
now  Mr.  Palmer's  wheels  were  once  set  in 
motion^  thought  they  had  no  further  oc- 
casion for  his  assistance;  be  that  as  it  may, 
the  matter  was  delayed,  and  Mr.  Palmer 
was  induced  to  proceed  in  the  exeention 
of  his  p(an,  uniler  the  assurance  of  the  mi- 
nister th«t  he  should  not  b'e  interfered 
with,  and  that  when  he.  had  compleated 
Vol.  XIV. 


his  own  engagements,  the  public  should 
perform  theirs.  Under  these  assurances 
Mr.  Pal oier proceeded  to  his  satisfaction, 
until  the  appointment  of  my  lord  Wal- 
singham,  an  event  as  unfortunate  for  the* 
public  as  for  Mr.  Palmer.  The  hon.  gent, 
admitted  what  he  had  before  stated,  that 
from  certain  parts  of  the  evidence  which 
had  been  laid  before  the  house,  wherein 
lord  Walsingham  speaking  of  the  merits 
of  Mr.  Palmer's  plan,  had  declared  that 
government  was  pledged  for  the  fulfilment 
of  the  agreement,  and  wherein  both  tlieir 
lordships  had  stated  their  conviction  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  personal  integrity,  he  was 
convinced  their  lordships  had  no  inten- 
tion to  injure  Mr.  Palmer  in  character  or 
fortune.  But  however  convinced  he  might 
be  that  lord  Walsingham  had  been  misled 
by  the  intrigues  of  others,  necessity  com- 
pelled him  to  add  that  such  was  his  lord- 
ship's opposition  to  Mr.  Palmer's  plan, 
that  whoever  ought  to  have  been  dis- 
missed it  was  impossible  they  could  act 
together.  The  hon.  member  then  pro- 
ceeded to  observe  upon  the  conduct  of  a 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Rose)  who  had  been 
upon  that  night,  as  upon  all  former  occa- 
sions, the  most  bitter  in  his  hostility  to 
Mr.  Palmer,  and  who  of  all  others  should 
have  been  the  last  to  oppose  his  claims. 
At  the  time  the  committee  sat,  on  whose 
report  the  hon.  member  had  founded  hit 
motion  in  the  last  session,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  did  not  think  proper  to  attend  either 
as  a  member  or  witness,  though  the  sam6 
right  hon.  gent,  had  been  very  regular  in 
his  attendance  at  a  subsequent  Committee, 
where  having  no  apprehensions  of  being 
called  upon,  be  spared^ no  pains  in  his  en- 
deavours to  perplex  and  reduce  that  amount^ 
which  in  the  first  instance  was  far  beloW 
the  calculation  that  was  fairly  due  to  Mr. 
Palmer.  However  as  he  had  declined 
attending  the  former  Committee,  Mr.  Pal* 
mer  having  no  object  but  to  obtain  justice 
for  himself  and  family,  and  conceiving  that  ^ 
the  right  hon.  gent,  for  his  own  sake 
would  be  content  to  remain  quiet,  had  no 
wish  to  disturb  him.  But  had  the  Com- 
mittee examined  the  right  hon.  gent.,  in- 
stead of  another  right  hon.  gent,  whom 
they  called  upon,  the  hon.  member  be- 
lieved that  they  might  have  obtained  much  ^ 
more  information  than  the  latter  was  able 
to  afibrd  them ;  and  here  the  hon.  mem- 
ber begged  leave  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  right  hofi.  gent,  alluded 
ta  (Mr,  Long.)  'Diat  right  hon.  genf. 
considering  his  natural  partialit)r  to  Mr. 
'     2Z 
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Pitt,  had  given  a  very  candid  evidence  be- 
fr)re  the  Committee,  in  which  the  liule  he 
said,  expressed  a  favourable,  and  coming 
from  him,  a  flattering  testimony  of  Mr. 
Palmer's  merits,  and  which  evidence  he 
closed,  by  stating  in  answer  to  a  question 
put  to  him  that  he  had  no  further  informa- 
tion whatever   to   give    the    Committee. 
Was  it  then  quite  consistent  after  such  a 
declaration  to  state  subsequently  in  the 
house  that  he  could  have  given  the  Com- 
mittee much  further  Information  had  he 
been  allowed  the  opportunity,  as  if,  inde- 
pendent of  his  own  previous  assertion  to 
the  contrary,  he  had  not  been  too  long  a 
member  of  that  house  to  be  ignorant  that 
it  was  in  his  own  power  to  have  given  any 
information  he  had  thought  proper.     In 
consequence  of  this  the  right  hon.  gent. 
was  again  e>iamined  in  a  Committee  of  the 
lords,  which   Committee  after   about  an 
hour's    examination    of  the    voluminous 
evidence  laid  before  them,  made  no  Re- 
port, and  wherein  the  additional  evidence 
of  the  right  hon.  gent,  was  in  fact  no  addi- 
tion, and  so  far  to  his  own  credit,  foi  had 
it  contradicted  his  former  testimony  de- 
claring he  had  nothing  more  to  say,  such 
contradictions  might  have  been  the  subject 
of  a  similar  discussion  to  that  which  had 
lately  taken  place.     The  whole  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  stated  was  his  own  opinion 
of  an  agreement  to  which  he  had  been  no 
party,  as  he  was  not  in  office  at  the  time ;. 
as  for  his  opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt's  opinion  it 
could  not  be  necessary  when  the  latter 
had  stated  ft  for  himself  in  the  evidence. 
Why,  the  noble  lords  preferred  a  second 
examination  of  Mr.  Long,  who,  from  the 
first  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  to  the 
examination  of  lord  Camden  and  the  bishop 
of  Lincoln,  and  whose  testimony  the  whole 
of  the  case  rested,  the  hon.  member  was 
at  a  loss  to  guess ;  but  as  the  Committee 
had  declined  examining  their  lordships, 
he  concluded  their  testimony  was  undis- 
puted,— ^The  hon.  member  again  returned 
to  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Kose)  who  he 
believ<^d  might  have  given  more  informa- 
tion to  the  Committee,  from  liaving  been 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  at  the  period  of 
the  original  agreement,  and  as  such,  prin- 
cipally concerned  in  the  transactions  which 
took  place. — If  any  gent,  would  read  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  and  other  documents 
which  Mr.  Palmer,  -however  expensive  to 
himself,  found  necessary  to   publish,   he 
might  there  be  convinced  that  the  great 
difficulties  Mr.  Palmer  had  to  encounter, 
were  not  in  the  arrangement  of  the  plan 


itself,  but  in  consequence  of  the  encourage^ 
ment  given  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  to  all 
that  opposition  and  intrigue  which  it  was 
hisduty  to  have' suppressed;  it  might  there 
be  seen  that  on  no  occasion  were  the  re- 
monstrances of  Mr.  Palmer  against  the 
Post  Office  and  Post-master  General  at- 
tended to,  or  that  in   any  instance  was 
their  misconduct  reproved,  or  their  mis- 
management enquired  into.     This  was  suf- 
ficiently proved   by  the  evidence.      Ha 
would  not  detain  the  bouse  by  enteruig 
into  a  detail,  but  it  appeared  that  in  on^ 
instance  only  the  Postmaster  General  had 
incurred   an  expence  to  the  country  of 
1(3,000/.  a  year  in  eflecting  a  single  im- 
provement.  which  Mr.  Palmer  undertook 
to  accomplish  for  4,000/.;  it  appeared  that 
after  Mr.  Palmer  had  in  vain  applied  for  a 
small  increase  of  salary  to  deserving  offi- 
cers, the  Postmaster- General  immediately 
after  his  suspension  advanced  them  to  an 
encf  rmous  amount ;  in  the  instance  of  one 
salary  only  which  at  Mr.  Palmer's  recom- 
mendation they  had  refused  to  augment 
from  100/.  to  150/.  a  year,  after  his  sus- 
pension they  raised  to  700/.  a  year«  thus 
bribing   these   officers    with    the   public 
money  to  desert  their  principal ;  he  should 
mention  but  one  more  instance  wherein 
the  Report  stated,  that  during  the  short 
period  of  only  four  years  after  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's suspension,  there  had  been  an  excess 
in  the  expenditure  of  above    187,00(V. ; 
from  that  period  to  the  present  the  excess 
had   amounted  to  two  millions;  and  the 
average  annual  expenditure  which  at  the 
time  Mr.  Palmer  left  the  office,  he  had 
reduced  below  the  amount  at  which  be 
fouild   it,   was  now   more   than   'double. 
When  Mr.  Palmer  entered  the  office,  the 
average    annual    expenditure     exceeded 
200,000/.,  on  leaving  the  office  after  nearljr 
ten  years    management,  notwithstanding 
the  vast  additional  expence  inconsequence 
of  the  extension  of  the  Posts  by  his  plan^ 
he  had  absolutely  reduced  this  expendi- 
ture ;  and  from  the  period  of  his  suspen- 
sion up  to  (he  present  time  it  had  gradu* 
ally  increased  to  400,000/.  a  year.    The 
hon.  member  said  that  it  was  not  for  him 
to  presume  to  dictate  to  the  house,  but  be 
could  not  forbear  giving  his  own  opinion 
as  a  member,  that  if  broad  assertions  like 
those  made  by  such  a  man  as  Mr,  Palmer, 
who  was  never  known  to  fail  in  any  ex- 
pectation that  he  had  held  out  to  the  pub- 
lic, were  not  worth  enquiring  into,  be  did 
not  know  what  was.    Wkh  respect  to  the 
gross  accusation  of  fraud  made  by  the  right 
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hon.  gent,  against  Mr.  Palmer,  he  would 
only  refer  the  house  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  and  the  testimony  of  the  Post- 
master-General themselves.  He  wished 
he  had  as  little  reason  to  complain  of  the 
many  misrepresentations  of  the  right  hou. 
gent.  Amongst  others  he  had  told  the 
house  on  a  former  occasion,  that  Mr.  Pal- 
mer had  deceived  them,  and  the  public  by 
bis  assertion  of  his  having  saved  govehi- 
ment  20,000/.  a  year  in  the  conveyance 
of  the  Mails,  such  saving  heing  solely 
owing  to  their  exemption  from  Turnpike 
tolls.  But  in  fisMit  the  deception  was  on 
the  part  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  as  he 
could  scarcely  forget  what  he  certainly 
knew  at  the  time,  that  Mr.  Palmer  re- 
duced the  original  contract  made  by  go- 
vernment for  the  conveyance  of  the  Mails 
at  Sd,  per  mile  to  \d.  being  a  saving  of 
two  thirds  of  the  expence,  amounting  to 
24,000/.  a  vear.  The  turnpike  tolls  had 
nothing'to  do  with  this  saving,  as  the  Mails 
bad  been  equally  exempt  from  theni  be- 
fore. The  hon.  member  said  that  he  should 
have  replied  to  the  mis-statements  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  in  the  last  session,  but  flat- 
tering himself  from  the  repeated  and  de- 
cided majorities  in  favour  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
claims,  it  was  impossible  that  justice  coqld 
be  withheld,  he  had  determined  not  to 
trespass  upon  the  patience  of  the  house  ; 
however,  he  hoped  that  all  that  had  since 
passed  would  acquit  him'  in  having  again 
troubled  them.  He  should  make  no  fur- 
ther observations  upon  the  conduct  oT  the 
right  hon.  ^  gent,  but  could  not  drop  the 
subject  without  making  one  appeal  to  his 
feelings.  The  right  hon.  gent,  like  Mr. 
Palmer,  was  now  arrived  at  that  period  of 
life  when  reflections  upon  the  vanities  of 
this  world  must  occasionally  intrude,  and 
l/i'hen  in  spite  of  all  our  prejudices  or  par- 
tial affections^  moments  occurred  when 
<ruth  would  present  itself;  it  was  in  such  a 
moment  that  he  intreated  the  right  hon. 
gent,  to  draw  a  fair  comparison  betwixt 
Mr.  Palmer  and  himself,  to  compare  his 
own  progress  in  life  with  Mr.  Palmer's, 
the  fortune  he  had  acquired  with  Mr.  Pal- 
mer's, the  anxiety  he  had  suffered  with 
Mr.  Palmer's,  the  great  services  he  had 
rendered  to  his  country  with  Mr.  Palmer's; 
and  then  to  put  it  fairly  to  himself,  if  Mr. 
Palmer  and  his  family  were  not  as  well 
,  entitled  to  the  hard-earned  profits  he  had 
acquired,  as  the  right,  hon.  gent,  to  the 
wealth  he  had  amassed,  the  places  and 
the  pensions  which  he  still  enjoyed,  and 
fais  family  their  reversion.  The  hon.  mem- 


ber concluded  with  expressing  his  hopes 
that  the  little  which  was  asked  for  by  the 
motion,  or  had  been  stated  against  it,  would 
ensure  its  adoption  by  the  house,  but  if  it 
failed  he  should  not  regret  the  having 
brought  it  forward,  as  it  must  serve  as  a 
further  proof  of  the  conviction  Mr.  Palmer 
felt  of  the  justice  of  his  cause,  to  forego 
the  verdict  of  the  house  in  its  favour  and 
submit  it  to  the  uncertain  issue  of  the  law ; 
and  it  would  also  afibrd  an  opportunity  to 
those  who  had  been  adverse  to  the  claims 
to  avoid  all  imputati«ns  upon  the  motives 
of  their  own  decision  in  the  case,  by  leav- 
ing it  to  that  of  a  jury. 

Mr.  Rase  hoped  that  the  strong  personal 
allusions  which  had  been  naade  to  him, 
would  sufficiently  apologise  for  his  again 
rising.  He  denied  that  he  had  been  in^* 
fluenccd  by  any  other  motive  in  the  parts 
he  took  in  this  business,  than  a  wish  to  de-^ 
fend  him  who  could  not  now  defend  him- 
self, and  who  had  been  charged  with  gross 
injustice  in  this  transaction  towards  .Mr. 
Palmer.  Mr.  Pitt  had  an  high  opinion  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  talents  and  services;  but  no- 
thing, Ym  was  concerned  to  state,  but  Mr. 
Palmer's  own  misconduct,  was  the  caust 
of  his  removal.  At  the  same  time  he  ad- 
mitted, that  certainly  Mr.  Palmer  had  in 
the  beginning  many  difficulties  to  encoun- 
ter, and  had  to  contend  against  a  teazing 
opposition  on  the  part  of  those  who  did  not 
think  as  highly,  nor  (as  the  event  proved) 
as  justly  of  the  plan  as  Mr.  Palmer  did. 
As  to  the  origins  of  Mr.  Palmer  and  him- 
self, he  asked,  if  he  ever  had  made  any  al- 
lusion to  Mr.  Palmer's  origin?  Never.  He 
was  incapable  of  such  indelicacy. 

Mr.  Long  defended  the  evidence  he  had 
given  before  the  committees  of  the  house, 
and  affirmed  that  he  had  never  varied  from 
any  evidence  or  opinion  delivered  by  him 
on  this  subject.  There  never  was  an  agree- 
ment with  Mr.  Palmer,  which  did  not  in- 
clude the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 
IVfr.  Palmer  had  misconducted  himself  in 
his  office,  and  had  therefore  violated  the 
agreement.  At  the  same  time  he  acknow- 
ledged the  merits  of  Mr.  Palmer. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  suggested  that  the  officers 
of  the  crown  should  not  take  advantage  of 
the  Statute  of  Limitations,  nor  of  the  non- 
liability of  the  public  officer.  This  was 
the  purport  of  the  address  ;  to  place  Mr* 
Palmer  in  a  situation  to  try  the  merits  of 
his  case.  He  stated  that  he  meant  to  pro- 
pose an  Amendment  pursuant  to  this  sug- 
gestion. 

The  Gallery  was  then  cleared,  but  ai| 
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interval  of  an  hour  and  a  half  elapted  be- 
fore the  division  took  place.  When  tbe 
house  divided  there  appeared  : 

For  the  Resolution    -    -     -     127 

Against  it    - 123 

Majority  for  Mr.  Palmer     — 4 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Friday,  May  26. 
[King's  Message  respecting  a  Vote  of 
Credit.]  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  to 
move  an  humble  Address  to  his  majesty, 
thankiog  him  Ibr  his  most  sracious  com- 
munication to  the  house,  and  assuring  him 
of  the  readiness  of  that  house  to  comply 
with  the  intentions  of  his  majesty.  The 
noble  earl  took  a  short  review  ot  the  cir- 
cumstances that  had  occasioned  his  majes- 
ty's Message,  and  stated  that  the  present 
contest  into  which  Austria  had  entered 
with  France,  had  arisen  solely  out  of  her 
own  view  of  the  state  of  her  empire,  and 
the  da'Qgers  with  which  it  was  menaced  by 
the  oppression  and  ambition  of  the  enemy. 
The  government  of  this  country  had  not 
by  any  argument  or  persuasion,  or  by  the 
exercise  of  any  sort  of  influence  whatever, 
contributed  to  the  determination  which 
the  emperor  of  Austria  had  been  advised 
to  make.  But  whatever  might  be  tbe  case 
with  respect  to  that  |X)int,  he  believed  that 
not  one  of  their  lordships  could  entertain 
the  smallest  doubt  as  to  the  justice  of  the 
great  cause  in  which  Austria  had  engaged 
in  war  with  France.  On  that  subject  he 
believed  there  couKl  be  but  one  opinion. 
He  thereft>re  hoped  that  their  lordships 
would  be  unanin>ous  in  their  vote  in  favour 
of  the  Vote  of  Credit  which  he  wai?  about  to 
move.  A  similar  vote  during  war  had  been 
the' usual  practice  of  parliament;  and  h 
was  certainly  most  desirable  to  9iS6rd  every 
practicable  facility  to.  Austria  in  the  exist- 
ing conflict,  in  resistance  to  the  overbearing 
?rranny  and  unbounded  ambition  of  the 
rench  government.  The  Treaty  which 
'  his  majesty  had  concluded  with  the  em- 
peror of  Austria  could  not  be  laid  before 
the  house  nil  the  ratifications  were  ex- 
changed ;  but  he  took  that  opportunity  to 
state  again  to  the  house,  that  that  Treaty 
contained  nothing  whatever  of  a  subsidiary 
nature.  All  that  government  now  asked 
was  a  Vote  of  Credit  for  the  sum  of  three 
millions  to  be  placed  at  their  disposal,  and 
to  be  used  by  them  as  circumstances  might 
render  it  advisable  to  dispose  of  k.  Iritt 
was  not  asked  merely  with  a  view  to  the 
H^Hrs  of  Austria,  but  also  with  reference  to 


oar  ancient  ally  of  Portugal,  and  to  the 
cause  of  Spain.  He  was  happy  to  say  that 
the  interests  of  the  peninsula  did  not  ap- 
pear so  desponding  as  to  cause  us  to  refuse 
a  continuance  of  our  aid  to  those  who  had 
so  nobly,  so  gallantly,  so  patriotically  and 
so  loyally  maintained  the  honour  and  in- 
dependence of  their  country  against  the 
pretensions  and  invasion  of  France*  While 
tbe  same  noble  and  determined  spirit  wa« 
manifested,  he  was  convinced  that  it  was 
the  policy  of  this  country  to  continue  its 
assistance  to  them.  What  might  be  the 
result  of  the  contest,  it  was  impossible  to 
foresee ;  but  while  the  Spaniards  did  not 
despair  of  it  themselves,  while  they  evinced 
the  same  manly  and  patriotic  disposition 
to  defend  their  rights  and  their  independ- 
ence, he  trusted  that  their  lordships  wotrld 
feel  the  propriety  of  assisting  them  in  a 
cause,  in  the  ob^ct  of  which  every  one 
must  sympathise  with  them,  and  wish  then» 
success.  ^  He  repeated,  that  in  the  case  of 
the  AuiAriin  war,  that  government  had  in 
no  respect  been  urged  by  this  country. 
His  lordship  concluded  by  making  his  mo- 
tion. 

The  Duke  of  Korfolk  expressed  liis  seA^ 
timenls  as  to  the  great  necessity  of  taking 
care  of  our  own  resources,  for  the  purpose 
of  our  own  protection.  In  point  of  justice 
there  was  no  claim  upon  us  from  Austria, 
nor  any  further  claim  from  Spain,  thongh 
he  wouNi  add,  that  he  wished  them  every 
success  in  their  endeavours,  ll^ere  was, 
however,  a  duty  which  we  owed  to  our- 
selves. If  France  succeeded  against  Am* 
tria,  which  was  but  too  pi*obable,  then  he 
fieared  a  similar  success  wou4d  be  obtained 
by  France  over  Spain :  and  we  mfust  bring 
oar  minds  to  a  situation  in  which  we  were 
to  goon  without  the  continent  of  Europe, 
indeed,  even  if  we  made  peace,  we  shovld 
have  to  preserve  that  peace  by  such  a  de- 
fensive attitude  as  would  continue  to  en- 
tail upon  us  vast  expences ;  and  therefore, 
upon  a  view  of  the  whole,  he  thought  we 
should,  particularly  af^er  our  late  cam- 
paign in  Spain,  be  careful  how  we  expend- 
ed our  lives  or  oar  treasure.  His  grace 
then  made  some  observations  on  the 
system  pursued  in  Spain,  of  fighting  for 
an  unfortunate  individual  in  captivity,  and 
compared  it  with  our  conduct  at  the  revo- 
lution, when  we  took  a  di#ercwt  course, 
and  chose  another  person  capable  of  doim 
Something  for  our  cause.  His  grace  seemed 
to  iiTfer  that  the  Spaniards  did  not  act 
wisely  in  this  particular. 

Lord  Jforrow/^  rose  in  comeqnence  of 
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the  observations  of  the  noble  duke.  Hiis 
country  mighty  as  the  noble  duke  tbougbt^ 
lose  some  part  of  the  money  voted,  in  the 
event  of  the  failure  of  Austria  and  Spain  ; 
but  it  would  lose  nothing  of  its  character ; 
It  would  lose  nothing  of  its  fame  or  its  re- 
putation. It  would  have  the  consolation 
of  knowing  that  it  had  not^  by  its  supine- 
ness  and  indifference,  assisted  the  common 
enemy  in  the  downfal  of  Europe.  His 
lordship  defended  the  Vote  of  Credit  as 
an  usual  measure,  and  one  which  the 
present  circumstances  particularly  called 
for. 

The  Marquis  of  Dougku  stated  his  ob- 
jections to  the  subsidizing  of  the  conti- 
nental powers.  He  saw  no  great  hopes 
from  the  Austrian  contest,  as  Buonaparte 
was  now  at  Vienna,  and  there  was  even 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  emperor  Francis 
liad  solicited  peace.  There  was  no  duty, 
be  contended,  on  our  part,  which  required 
any  pecuniary  assistance  to  Austria.  He 
cautioned  administration  against  an  impro- 
per expenditure  of  money  on  continental 
(X)nnections. 

Lord  Boringdcn  was  happy  to  hear  from 
ministers  that  we  had  taken  no  part  in 
urging  Austria  to  the  present  war.  He 
was  satisfied,  nevertheless,  that  the  Vote 
of  Credit  was  usual,  reasonable,  and  ne- 
cessary. It  was  certainly  desirable,  ^hat- 
ever  might  be  the  issue  of  the  war,  that 
government  should  possess  (he  means  of 
assisting,  to  a  moderate  extent,  the  cflforts 
of  the  European  nations  against  the  op*- 
pressiohs  of  France.  There  was  nothing, 
he  heard,  of  sobsitiy  in  the  treaty  with 
Austria.  AH  that  was  asked  was  a  Vote 
of  Credk,  to  enable  mmisters  to  act  ac- 
cording to  the  exigencies  of  atilaii-s. 

The  motion  was  then  carried. 


UOUSfi   OF   COMMONS. 

Fridm/,  M«$r  26. 
[Criminal  Law.]  Sir  S,  RomMy  rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  to  submit  certain  mo- 
tions, with  regard  to  persons  accused, 
committed,  discharged,  convicted,  or  pu- 
nished for  particular  oflfenees  in  this  coun- 
try for  a  certain  period.  The  object  of  his 
motions,  tbelton.  and  learned  gent,  stated 
to  be  preparatory  to  a  measure  which 
he  had  had  some  time  in  contemplaiion, 
to  propose  for  ihe  amendment  of  our  Cri- 
minal Law,  with  a  view  to  diminish  its  se- 
verity, and  at  the  same  time,  to  ensure  the 
certainty  of  punishment.  In  looking  into 
the  jTractke^  he  found  that  it  was  at  vari- 


ance with  the  principle  of  the  law;  that  it 
did  not  correspond  with  the  theory,  and 
that  in  this  view  there  was  much  to  cor-' 
rect.  He  would  have  brought  this  business 
before  the  house  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
sessions,  if  it  were  not  for  the  difficulties 
which  he  Ibund  to  Stand  in  the  way  of 
cemplpng  with  his  motions  at  the  Secre* 
tary  of  State's  0€Bce,  owing  to  the  imper* 
feet  manner  in  which  returns  were  made 
to  that  office  with  respect  to  persons  wha 
were  convicted,  or  w^  had  suflbred  the 
sentence  of  the  law.  For  instance ;  front 
the  returns  in  this  office,  relative  to  house^ 
breaking,  or  stealing  in  a  dwelling  house, 
it  appeared  that  although  913  persons^ 
male  and  female,  bad  been  convicted  ef 
that  ofi'ence  within  seven  years,  only  one 
was  stated  to  have  been  executed.  When 
the  papers  for  which  he  was  about  to 
move,  !^ould  be  laid  before  the  house,  the 
hon.  and  learned  gent,  stated  his  inten-> 
tion  to  propose,  he  hoped,  early  in  the 
next  sessions^  that  the  whole  should  be  rs« 
ierred  to  the  consideration  of  a  committee. 
Upon  the  subject  of  transportation,  and 
confiitement  in  the  bulks,  he  meant  parti^ 
cularly  to  request  the  attention  of  thai 
committee  and  the  house.  Many  of  the 
unfortunate  convicts  sentenced  to  trans-' 
portation,  were  known  to  have  actually 
spent  the  period  of  their  sentence  en  board 
the  hulks  before  they  were  sent  out  to  Bo^ 
tany  Bay,  and  the  extreme  depravity 
which  they  were  likely  to  contract,  th« 
wretchedness  they  were  condemned  to  suf- 
fer on  board  the  hulks,  could  not  be  un- 
known to  any  one  who  had  an  of>portunity 
of  judging  of  those  miserable  receptacles> 
where  so  many  met  a  melancholy  deaths 
This  was  a  Statement  which  the  public  had 
already  had  from  a  very  high  authority. 
The  consequences  of  sending  men  to  s 
distant  colony  were  also  material  to  be 
known.  It  -was  important  to  ascertain 
what  number  has  been  transported  to  Bo^ 
tany  Bay  within-  rtie  period  of  20  years^ 
since  which  that  colony  had  been  so  used, 
and  more  particularly  in  consequence  of 
the  events  whicfc  recently  took  place  in 
that  co^ony.^ — The  learned  gent,  read  bts 
motions,  which  comprehended  the  period 
from  1  tsO'2  to  1 808,  as  he  understood  it 
would  be  difficult  to  procure  returns  far- 
ther back.  The  first  motion  was  for  the 
number  of  males  and  females  convicted  at 
either  the  assizes  or  tlie  sessions  within 
England  and  Wales,  for  the  period  alluded 
to ;  together  with  the  number  committed, 
and  ikit  offences  with  which  they  were 
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charged,  distinguishing  those  against  ^hom 
no  bills  were  found,  discharged  by  pro- 
clamation, and  also  the  sentences  pro- 
nounced, and  the  punishment  suffered. 
The  second  motion  was,  for  the  number 
transported  to  New  South  Wales,  the  pe- 
riod of  sentence  from  their  embarkation. 
The  third,  for  a  return  of  the  number  who 
died  before  the  period  of  sentence  ex- 
pired, or  before  they  were  'embarked. 

Mr.  C  Jenkinson  stated,  that  it  would 
be  difficult  if  not  impossible,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  returns  in  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office,  to  make  out  certain  parts  of 
the  returns  required  by  the  learned  gentle- 
man. He  therefore  suggested  to  the  learn- 
ed gentleman,  the  propriety  of  withdraw- 
ing tho^  parts  of  his  motion  which  re- 
lated to  the  several  gradations  between 
committal,  conviction,  and  execution, 
which  (from  the  kind  of  returns  sent  into 
the  office  by  the  several  jailors,  could  not 
be  made  out ;  nor  could  a  return  be  made 
as  to  the  periodof  the  embarkation  of  trans- 
ports. With  regard  to  the  hulks,  he  was 
enabled  to  say  that  very  salutary  altera- 
tions had  been  made  in  their  conduct,  and 
he  had  himself  ordered  inquiry  to  be 
made,  with  a  view  to  some  farther  regula- 
tions, which  he  hoped  would,  particularly 
under  the  superintendance  of  the  present 
inspector,  Mr.  Graham,  operate  to  remove 
the  evils  complained  of. 

Mr.  Abercrombie,  adverting  to  the  notice 
of  a  motion  which  he  gave  last  sessions, 
with  regard  to  the  state  of  New  South 
Wales,  observed,  that  he  had  not  redeem- 
ed his  pledge,  because  he  was  induced  to 
calculate  upon  the  introduction  of  some 
measure  on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters, who  had  the  opportunity  of  being 
much  better  informed,  and  the  power  of 
enforcing  the  an-angements,  which  Were 
obviously  necessary  tp  amend  the  civil 
establishment  of  this  colony.  Recent 
events  in  New  South  Wales  should  urge 
ministers  to  take  this  business  into  their 
most  serious  consideration,  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  parliament  to  inquire  into  the 
grievances  complained  of  by  our  fellow 
subjects  at  so  great  a  distance.  Indeed, 
-  it  ought  to  be  the  policy  of  both  govern- 
ment and  the  legislature  to  take  up  this 
inquiry,  in  order  that  a  colony,  the  exten- 
sion of  which  no  one  could  anticipate, 
should  be  attached  to  the  mother  country, 
by  the  interests  which  we  manifested  m 
its  concerns.  He  would,  from  these  con- 
siderations, bring  the  matter  forward  at  an 
early  period  of  the  next  sessions^  if  mi- 


nisters did  not  think  proper  to  take  it  into 
their  own  hands.  Before  that  period 
ample  information  would  no  doubt  be  re- 
ceived from  this  colony,  and  if  ministers 
did  not  act  upon  it,  he  hoped  he  should 
have  the  assistance  of  that  information  in 
tlie  course  of  proceeding,  which  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  prol>o8e. 

Lord  Castlerea^h  stated,  that  a  most  com- 
petent person  had  been  sent  out  as  gover- 
nor of  New  South  Wales,  invested  with 
ample  powers  to  correct  any  deflects  which 
might  appear  in  the  system  of  its  govern- 
ment, and  also  to  investigate  the  cause  of 
the  events  which  had  recently  took  place 
in  that  ct^lony.  Those  events  could  not 
be  ascribed  to  any  degree  of  inattention 
on  the  part  of  ministers,  who,  as  soon  as 
the  necessary  information  should  be  re- 
ceived from  the  colony,  would  take  care 
that  such  measures  should  be  adopted  as 
circumstances  should  appear  to-require. 

Mr.  IViibetfarce  bore  testimony  to  the 
discretion,  firmness,  and  judgn^ent  of  the 
officer  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord,  than 
whom  a  more  eligible  person  could  not 
have  been  selected  for  the  pur|>08e.  In- 
deed it  came  within  his  knowledge,  that 
this  officer  was  previously  ^uite  unknown 
to  the  noble  lord,  and  selected  only  in 
cousequeace  of  his  fitness  for  the  appoint- 
ment The  hon.  eent.  also  testified  to  the 
qualifications  of  ^fr.  Graham,  who  would, 
he  had  no  doubt,  introduce  every  prac- 
ticable improvement  into  the  system  of 
the  hulks. 

Mr.  Homer  hoped  the  house  would  feel 
itself  pledged  to  consider  this  subject,  and 
particularly  how  fiir  the  experiment  of 
transportation  upon  our  criminal  law  had 
been  successful. 

The  first  motion  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  others  were  agreed  to. 

[King's    Message     respecting     the 
Clergy.]     The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer brought  down  the  following  Message 
from  his  Majesty : 
•'  George  R. 

'*  His  Majesty  having  directed  Re- 
turns to  be  made  and  certified,  by  the 
Archbishops  and  Bishops  of  England  and 
Wales,  of  the  number  of  Dvings  under 
the  value  of  150/.  per  annum,  and  per- 
ceiving from  those  Returns  that,  notwith- 
standi  ng  the  operation  of  the  Act  passed 
in  the  second  and  third  years  of  her  ma- 
jesty queen  Anne,  for  the  making  more 
eflfectual  her  majesty's  gracious  intentions 
for  the  augmentation  ot  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor  Clergy,  by  enabling  her  ma* 
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jesty  to  grant  in  perpetuity  the  Revenues 
of  tlie  First  Fruits  and  Tenths,  the  niainte* 
nance  belonging  to  th^  Clergy  in  diyers 
parts  of  the  kingdom  is  stili  mean  and 
insufficient,  his  majesty  has  directed  an 
abstract  of  those  Rieturns,  as  far  as  the 
same  have  been  completed,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  house  of  commons ;  and  if  the 
house  of  commons  can  find  any  proper 
method  of  enabling  his  majesty  to  accele- 
rate the  operation  of  the  said  Act,  it  will 
be  a  great  advantage  to  the  public,  and 
very  acceptable  to  his  majesty.        G.  R.'' 

Ordered,  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 

[Mr.  Curwen's  Reform  Bill  ]  Mr. 
Curwea  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
resuming  the  adjourned  debate,  on  the 
bill  for  the  prevention  of  the  sale  of  Seats 
in  parliament — The  Speaker  explained, 
that  the  question  was,  that  he  do  now  leave 
the  chair. 

Sir  John  Newport  rose  and  spoke  as  fol- 
lows:— Sir,  I  have  always  thought  the 
subject  now  under  consideration  to  be  at 
any  time  of  the  greatest  importance,to  this 
country.  I  think  it  to  be  particularly  so 
mt  a  period  such  as  the  present.  1  have 
always  been  anxious  that  Reform  should 
originate  in  this  bouse ;  considering,  that 
witniii  these  walls  it  could  best  be  diect- 
ed,  and  with  the  best  and  most  happy 
consequences.  I  have  ever  been  anxious, 
that  we  sKould  afford  no  pretext  for  com- 
plaint against  us,  to  those  without  doors  ; 
and  for  this  purpose  I  have  supported 
measures  which  seemed  likely  to  produce 
•o  desirable  an  object,  by  giving  fnll  effect 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Grenville  Act.  To 
make  regulations  for  the  direction  of  its 
conduct,  or  the  reform  of  its  defects,  is  a 
privilege  which  this  house  constitutionally 
possesses,  and  which  it  has  often  benefici- 
ally exercised.  I  need  only  refer  to  the 
recent  case  of  Aylesbury,  m  which  this 
house  asserted  its  own  dignity,  in  which 
the  members  of  this  house  shewed  them- 
selves worthy  of  being  the  protectors  and 
representatives  of  a  gieat  people,  by  prov- 
ing that  this  house  is  ever  eager  to  apply 
a  remedy  to  the  abuses  that  appear  before 
it.  I  conceive  the  present  measure  to  be 
of  the  same  nature,  or  nearly  so  with  that, 
only  this  is  intended  as  a  means  of  prevent- 
ing the  recurrence  of  those  evils  in  future, 
rather  than  of  punishing  or  remedying  the 
past.  In  that  case,  such  was  the  corrupt 
tion  proved  by  the  evidence  before  our 
committee  to  have  existed,  that  the  votes 
q(  the  electors  were  openly  bougl^t  aad 


sold,  as  in  a  market ;  and  therefore  this 
house  applied  the  remedy,  by  disfranchise 
ing  all  those  voters  so  convicted,  and  call- 
ing others,  their  neighbours  from  the  adja- 
cent districts,  to  supply  their  places  as 
electors.  Sir,  upon  the  present  occasion^ 
I  must  differ  entirely  from  my  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Windham),  when  he  says  he 
objects  to  the  measure,  under  the  appre- 
hension that  we  may  be  led  to  go  too  far.^ 
I  am  sure  a  call  will  never  be  made  on 
this  house  to  take  any  step  that  may  en- 
danger the  constitution.  I  am  sure  if 
such  a  call  were  to  be  made,  it  would  and 
ought  to  be  resisted.  I  am  sure  if  a  cry- 
was  attempted  to  be  raised  among  the 
people,  for  the  purpose  of  overawing  tha 
parliament,  they  would  soon  recover  from 
their  delusion,  and  the  effect  would  only 
recoil  on  the  heads  of  those  who  were  in- 
strumental in  creating  it.  I  firmly  be- 
lieve, that  the  best  aud  only  means  of  pre- 
venting the  delusion  of  this  house  being 
unwilhng  to  correct  abuses,  consist  in  its 
shewing  itself  ready  and  willing  to  amend 
itself,  particularly  by  a  measure  which  is 
prospective,  and  therefore  most  salutary^ 
as  well  as  best  calculated  to  pi^vent  the 
recurrence  of  the  evil  it  professes  to  cor- 
rect. The  benefits  likely  to  arise  from 
this  measure  are  peculiarly  applicable  to 
that  species  of  representation,  known  by 
the  description  of  Burgage  Tenures. — ^ft 
has  been  said,  that  the  purchase  of  seau 
for  such  places,  is  essential  for  the  intro- 
duction into  this  house  of  young  men  of 
superior  talents,  who  otherwise  might 
never  find  their  way  into  it ;  on  the  con- 
trary, Sir,  I  contend  that  it  is  more  likely, 
tha^  talents  shall  come  among  us  when 
seats  are  to  be  acquired  by  character  ra-* 
ther  than  for  money  ;  for  then  the  people 
will  naturally  look  out  for  such  as  shall 
appear  worthy  of  their  confidence.  I  find 
a  splendid  and  striking  example  of  this 
position  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  to 
which  it  is  my  pride  and  my  boast  to  be- 
long. I  allude  to  the  conduct  and  practise  . 
of  that  revered  character,  the  late  earl  of 
Charlemont.  That  nobleman  it  was  who 
recommended  to  the  borough  in  which  he 
was  supposed  to  have  influence,  the  man  I 
am  proud  to  call  friend,  the  friend  of  his 
country,  the  friend  to  human  nature,  Henry 
Grattan.  He  it  was,  that  introduced  this 
gentleman  into  parliament,  not  for  his 
money,  but  for  his  worth,  and  shewing  by 
such  a  selection,  that  in  the  exercise  of 
his  influence  in  the  borough,  he  considered 
himself  as  holding  a  trast  estate  for  the 
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{Hri>Hc.  This  I  heard  him  declare,  at  t 
public  meeting,  and  thus  had  he  conduct- 
ed himself  through  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
life.  Thus  much  I  feel  bound  to  say  of  a 
nobleman  who  b  no  mpre,  but  whose  me« 
Hiory  will  li?e  respected  in  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen.  In  the  case  before  us, 
can  we  say  it  is  not  the  wish  of  the  people 
that  some  remedy  should  be  applied  ?  or, 
in  admitting  that  it  is,  is  it  any  disgrace  to 
give  way  to  that  wish  ?  To  do  so  is  not 
servility;  it  is  to  trea^  with  proper  respect 
the  fair  opinion  of  the  public,  duly  and 
regularly  expressed.  We  are  not  bound 
to  surrender  up  our  judgment  to  theirs ; 
but  we  may  surely  doubt,  when  we  find 
«ur  opinions  contrary  to  theirs.  By 
looking  at  the  matter  in  this  point  of  view, 
we  shall  find  onr  best  support  in  the  ardu- 
OM  circumstances  of  the  present  day  ;^  nor 
would  Buonaparte  wish  for  better  support 
in  his  designs  against  this  country,  than 
thftt  we  should  say^  we  would  not  attend 
Co  the  voice  of  the  people.  It  has  been 
ever  the  pride  and  glory  of  our  constitu- 
tion, that  it  contains  witliin  itself  the  prin- 
ciple of  its  own  renovation,  and  we  should 
weigb  well,  whenever  w^  find  ourselves 
running- counter  to  popular  opinion,  be- 
cause, if  ever  there  was  a  time  when  it 
was  incumbent  upon  parliament  to  consult 
popular  opinion,  and  to  endeavour  to  ac- 
quire confidence  by  fair  and  legitimate 
means,  it  is  the  present.  It  is  for  this  rea- 
son,  therefore,  that  I  take  the  liberty  of 
sug<g<estiDg,  that  we  may  attend  to  that 
•Opinion,  in  order  that,  if  we  find  it  in  er- 
ror, we  may  at  least  take  pains  to  correct 
it.  Sir,  I  will  fairly  own,  that  I  think  the 
people  have  reason  to  complain,  that  they 
mre  not  sufficiently  attended  so.  I  do  not 
iaean  to  say,  that  we  should  adopt  every 
speculation  that  may  be  promulgated ;  but 
we  should  at  least  shew  that  pains  are  ta- 
ken to  reform  and  correct  those  errors  we 
condemn.  We  are  called  on  to  abolish 
what  is  called  the  trade  of  parliament !  If 
n  man  comes  into  this  house  for  money, 
he  may  be  said  to  come  as  to  a  parlia- 
mentary lottery;  the  bolder  specolates, 
and  the  public  pays  the  prize,  whatever  it 
is.  Of  these  speculators,  some  are  com- 
nercial,  some  professional  persons;  but 
the  object  of  both  is  the  same.  Those 
who  do  not  aflfect  to  apprehend  danger 
irom  what  they,  choose  to  term,  a  specula- 
tion* I  would  ask,  has  not  the  experiment 
been  already  tried,  in  the  instance  of  thf 
nnion  with .  the  sister  country  ^  By  that 
«MaMre,  whsthtr  justifiaUo  or  not,  the 


representation  of  that  country  became 
popular  by  the  annihilation  of  its  close 
t)oroughs. — Here,  then,  we  find  a  practical 
experiment  on  the  very  subject ;  and  who 
is  there  will  say  that  any  evil  has  been 
the  result  of  it  ?  It  is  the  pride  and  boast 
of  the  British  constitution,  that  it  contains 
within  itself  the  power  of  repair,  rather 
than  the  principle  of  degenerating  into 
anarchy  and  confusion — difiering  in  this 
from  all  the  other  states  of  civilized  Eu- 
rope. It  is  upon  these  grounds,  without 
detaining  the  house  longer,  that  I  pay  my 
tribute  of  respect  to  the  bon.  gent,  who 
has  brought  forward  this  mea.<iure,  con^ 
vinced  as  I  am,  that  it  is  as  necessary  as 
it  is  useful.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
word  Reform,  as  applied  to  this  mode  of 
remedying  abuses,  satisfied  as  I  am,  that 
it  is  a  safe  and  certain  mode  of  preventing 
what  is  called  anarchical  reform.  I  shall 
therefore  give  my  vote  for  your  leaving 
the  chair. 

Mr.  W^liwfi  Smith  said  he  concurred 
with  the  right  hon.  bart.  who  had  just 
spokeoj  in  regard  to  what  he  had  said, 
relative  to  anarchical  reform  differing  fk>m 
parliamentary  Reform,  for  the  latter  waa 
a  ,relbrm  that  took  place  in  parliament, 
itself,  and  carried  into  execution  by  the 
collective  wfsdom  of  the  nation.  Re 
should  not,  however,  scruple  in  saying, 
that,  unless  he  believed  that  the  measure 
under  consideration  would  lead  to  sonfe- 
thing  further,  as  he  hoped  it  would,  he 
should  not  even  vote  for  its  going  into  a 
committee.  He  was  of  opinion  that, 
amongst  the  electors  of  this  country, 
even  amongst  those  best  constituted,  there 
was  infinitely  more  corruption  than  any 
man  wishing  well  to  the  country 
could  desire  to  contemplate  ;  and  if  that 
corruption  were  corrected,  much  wonid 
be  done  with  regard  to  reform  in  parlia* 
menu  It  was  a  mere  mockery,  a  gross 
and  insulting  mockery  to  say,  that  they 
shall  not  sell  their  votes  one  by  one, 
when  one  individual  was  allowed  to  sell 
them  all  in  the  gross.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  hon.  gent,  who  brought  this  inea-^ 
sure  forward^was  actuated  by  the  best 
intentions,  as  he  thought  it  woulid  be  no 
inconsiderable  step  towards  rectifying 
that  degree  of  corruj^tion  to  which  par- 
liament had  sunk.  But  his  own  objec* 
tion  to  the  measure  was,  that  it  did  not 
c«t  up  that  corruption  by  the  roots  hot 
only  lopped  ofT  a  few  branches  from  tiie 
worst  parts  of  the  constitutimi  of  parlitf- 
ittent    The  bill  prorided  th«t  every  qimi 
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•tftking  a  seat  tn  parliament  shall  take  an 
oath  that  he  has  not  promised  to  give, 
Dor  given  any  pecuniary  consideration 
for  it ;  bat  tbis  could  not  be  efiectual, 
while  it  ^id  not  impose  any  oath  upon 
the  nominator  to  those  Borougds.  Under 
itbese  circumstances,  the  house  of  commons 
would  still  be  under  the  same  influence  it 
was  before.  He  thought  the  original 
.plan  of  reform,  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  was 
infinitely  better,  as  it  went  to  cut  up  the 
very  sources  of  corruption,  by  providing 
'that  the  power  of  nomination  to  boroughs 
should  be  taken  from  those  persons  who 
enjoyed  it.  The  only  objection  he  bad  to 
that  former  measure,  was  that  compensation 
was  oiiered  to  persons  who  had  enjoyed  a 
right  they  had  no  title  to  possess,  but  for  the 
good  of  the  public.  No  pecuniary  recom- 
pense was  due  to  a  man  who  possessed  the 
trust  of  sending  members  to  parliament. 
The  "present  bill  did  not  propose  to  do 
away  tbis  source  or  foundation  of  corrup- 
tion. There  were  three  sources  of  temp- 
tation to  a  corrupt  exercise  of  the  elective 
'  franchise,  dignity,  influence,  and  money  ; 
but  only  the  last  of  these  was  alluded  to 
in  the  present  measure,  while  the  two  for- 
mer were  still  allowed  to  exist,  and  might 
be  employed  by  the  distribution  of  offices 
of  the  state,  which  were  only  to  be  ob- 
tained through  the  treasury  of  the  coun- 
try. The  government  of  the  country  had 
it  in  their  power  still  to  treat  with  any 
inan  for  dignity,  and  any  country  gen- 
tleman, whatever  his  circumstances  might 
be,  if  he  considered  that  he  could' enable 
his  family,  had  only  to  go  to  the  minis- 
ter and  say,  "  I  can  no  longer  receive 
money  for  my  seat,  in  the  open  market,  I 
therefore  come  to  you  to  make  the  best 
bargain  I  can  ;  and  I  have  no  objection 
to  dispose  of  my  seat  for  any  office  you  can 
give,  or  for  any  dignity,  either  a  baronet- 
age or  a  peerage,  which  you  can  bestow.'* 
This  was  actaally,  therefore,  inflicting  an 
additional  evil  on  the  representation,  and 
conferring  additiunal  benefit  upon  cer- 
tain individuals,  indined  to  continue  the 
traffic  complained  of.  This  narrowing  of 
the  market  would  be  actually  found  to  be 
an  inconvenience  in  more  ways  than  one. 
If  Boroughs  were  to  be  purchased  for  mo- 
ney, government  would  find  many  com- 
petitors ;  but  when  dignities  or  influence 
alone  could  be  received  in  exchange, 
they  would  have  the  market  wholly  to 
themselves.  Unless  the  house  knew  the 
man  who  sent  the  member  amongst  them, 
the- corruption  that  might  take  place  was 
Vol.  XIV. 


more  to  be  dreaded  than  that  which  could 
arise  from  the  ostensible  individual  :  be- 
cause he  stands  forth  before  the  public^ 
and  can  be  arraigned,  if  he  errs  in  his 
vote,  while  the  other  lurks  secretly  be* 
hind  the  curtain,  and  pulls  the  wires  by 
which  the  puppets  are  to  be  set  in  motion. 
As  matters  stood  at  present,  he  had  no 
doubt  Ihat  many  men  ci^e  into  par- 
liament, who  had  paid  money  for  their 
seats,  yet  were  still  actuated  by  the  best 
of  motives.  Some  came  in,  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  that  distinction 
which  it  gave  them  in  society  ;  and  there 
were  others,  who,  having^  no  influence  in 
elections,  nor  in  public  life,  were  inclined 
to  come  into  parlianoent,  even  by  such 
means,  in  order  t6  render  public  service^ 
and  were  actuated  by  the  purest  motives. 
If  he  could  secure  seats  to  such  persons  as 
these,  even  by  the  means  now  practised, 
he  should  not  be  one  that  would  call  for 
Parliamentary  Reform.  But  what  ren- 
dered some  alteration  necessary  was, 
that  there  were  some  who  made  these 
purchasesof  seats,  who  might  be  inclined 
to  jnake  an  ill  use  of  them. — It  v^as  with 
great  satisfaction  and  pride  he  saw  many  ] 
upon  t(iat  side  of  the  house,  lyhich  fornded  / 
the  deroocratical  part  of  it,  who  repre-/ 
sentecTSoro^MT;  and  who  although  theW 
might  some  day  form  a  part  of  the  other 
house,  maintained  boldly  the  right  side 
of  thousands  of  questions  that  were  agi- 
tated. There  were  many  commercial 
men,  too,  whose  pursuits  prevented  them 
from  forming  connections  with  |>opu]ar 
boroughs,  and  who  had  therefore,  no  other 
opportunity  of .  coming  into  that  house 
to  signalize  themselves  in  supporting  the 
real  interests  and  liberties  of  the  country. 
If  Parliamentary  Reform  were  to  lessen 
the  number  of  such  individuals,  he  should 
dread  that  loss  as  much  as  any  man  ;  but 
he  was  inclined  to  think  that  the  agita- 
tion of  this  question  would  always  be  pro- 
ductive of  good  ;  and  if  at  any  time  he 
was  again  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion 
upon  that  subject,  he  should  do  it  at 
greater  length.  He  believed,  that  unless 
an  oath  were  introduced  into  the  present 
bill,  to  exclude  promises  of  dignities  and 
influence,  as  well  as  money,  it  would 
have  no  beneficial  efifect;  but  with  that 
amendment,  it  might  lead  to  considerable 
advantage,  by  operating  as  a  silent  check 
upon  ministers.  At  all  events  he  was 
persuaded,  that  the  bill  coming,  as  it  did, 
upon  the  backs  of  th/e  transactions,  which 
they  had  witnessed  of  late,  must  be  pro- 
3  A 
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ductive  of  great  benefit ;  and  therefore 
he  should  vote  for  going  into  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  said,  he  should  not 
follow  the  example  set  him,  by  going  into 
the  question  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  but 
should  merely  touch  upon  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to  think  this  bill  should 
be  allowed  to  go  into  a  committee.  A 
more  imperfect  bill  he  had  never  before 
read,  and  more  objectionable  clauses  were 
never  before  put  upon  paper,  and  therefore 
as  he  had  no  objection  to  the  discussion  of 
the  principle  adopted  by  his  hon.  colleague, 
ke  should  wish  it  to  be  committed,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  more  fully  discussed  and 
amended.  He  was  sure  that  if  this  we^e 
a  question  for  the  third  reading  of  such  a 
bill,  he  should  give  it  a  hearty  negative. 
.  Mr.  Davies  Gid(fy  differed  in  sentiments 
from  those,  who  had  spoken  before  him  ; 
he  thought  that  property  and  power  shoidd 
invariably  be  connected  together,  for  with- 
out that  connection,  no  peace  could  be 
maintained  in  society.  Corruption,  influ- 
ence, and  property,  were  as  closely  con- 
nected as  usury  and  money.  Formerly, 
the  taking  of  interest  for  money  was  in- 
variably denominated  usury,  and  it  was  not 
till  after  the  lapse  of  many  years,  that  the 
proper  line  was  drawn  in  regard  to  that 
most  important  article,  the  loan  of  money 
and  the  recognition  of  a  Jegal  rate  of  in- 
terest, in  a  commercial  country.  Now 
the  same  mistake  seemed  to  have  taken 
p}ace  in  regard  to  influence  and  money, 
as  formerly  m  regard  to  interest  and  usury. 
Property  must  necessarily  give  a  person 
influence,  and  the  latter  would  naturally 
tend  to  procure  returns  of  members  to 
parliament.  The  landed  interest  was  no 
doubt  the  great  leading  interest ;  but  there 
were  other  interests  which  should  have 
the  opportunity  of  obtaining  seats,  to  a 
certain  extent,  in  that  house,  ac  th^  could 
render  essential  Service  to  the  country,  by 
expr^Bsin^ ,  their  opinions  there,  even  as 
connected  with  their  own  interest.  Some 
individuals  objected  to  the  state  of  repre- 
sentation, because  some  small  places  sent 
an  equal  number  of  members  to  parliament 
as  larger  ones;  but  it  would,  upon  ex- 
amination, be  found,  that  great  advantage 
arose  to  the  country  by,  this  being  the 
case.  Most  of  the  small  boroughs  sent  to 
parliament  merchants,  and  gentlemen  of 
the  army  and  navy,  who  otherwise  could 
not  get  seats  in  that  house.  Those  who 
advf»rt*jd  to  the  great  advantages  of  com- 
i^ierce  to  the  country,  and  the  dangers 


arising  from  too  large  a  standing  army, 
must  be  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
such  individuals  as  these  having  seats  in 
parliament.  If  these  small  boroughs  were 
to  be  done  away,  he  could  not  see  why 
members  should  not  be  sent  to  that  house 
to  represent  our  possessions  in  America, 
and  also  our  East  and  West  India  posses- 
sions. Persons  even  possessed  of  large 
properties  in  the  funds  of  the  country, 
should  be  represented  in  that  house.  For 
such  persons  to  obtain  seats  in  that  house, 
there  was  at  present  no  other  mode  than  . 
through  these  small  boroughs,  and  he 
should  rather  wish  to  see  them  increased 
than,  diminished.  It  had  been  said  that 
parliament  ought  to  consult  popular  opi- 
nion, but  he  thought  that  this  could  only 
be  carried  to  a  very  limited  extent,  be- 
cause in  his  mind  there  was  no  term  more 
ambiguous  than  was  usually  denominated 
popular  opinion.  He  should  certainty  ap- 
prove of  members  listening  to  the  opinions 
of  those  who  were  really  competent  to 
form  just  ones,  but  to  say  that  they  should 
attend  to  the  sentiments  of  individuals, 
who  had  no  knowledge  of  the  real  in- 
terests of  society,  nor  acquaintance  with 
the  history  of  this  or  of  other  countries, 
was  carrying  that  concession  too  far,  as 
they  could  thereby  form  no  correct  opinion 
upon  difficult  topics,  which  required  great 
attention  and  the  most  mature  reflection. 
Parliamentary  Alteration  would  be  a  better 
term  to  apply  to  any  change  that  was  ne- 
cessary, than  Parliamentary  Reformation. 
It  seemed  to  be  the  intention  of  some 
gentlemen,  that  the  executive  power  should 
be  wholly  independent  of  the  legislative. 
Were  this  the  case,  it  would  be  found  thatj 
the  latter  would  soon  overawe  the  formerl 
power,  and  would  tend  to  convert  the  go-l 
vernment  into  a  democracy,  under  which! 
no  large  and  populous  countiy  could  loni 
exist,  for  after  a  few  years  of  tumultuarjj 
proceeding,  such  a  form  of  government 
could  not  fail  to  end  in  an  absolute  des- 
potism. Being  convinced  that  the  motives 
of  the  hon.  gent  who  introduced  this  bill 
were  good  motives,  h^  should  not  object  to 
its  going  into  a  committee,  but  he  was 
sure  it  could  not  reconcile  it  to  what  he 
thought  would  be  consistent  with  pro- 
priety. It  went  to  prevent  corruption, 
by  imposing  penalties ;  but  he  should  be 
g^.ad  to  know  how  that  would  have  the 
effect  of  preventing  the  sale  of  votes  in 
large  towns,  where  it  was  well  known  ^e 
vilest  passions  were  flattered  by  various 
representatives,  such  as  the  holding  out  to 
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the  people  the  release  from  all  burdens 
imposed  by  what  was  denominated  a  cor- 
rupt goTernment;  although  it  was  well 
known  that  such  hopes  could  not  be  en- 
couraged without  injury  to  the  peace  of 
the  country  ?  When  persons  of  large  pos- 
sessions used  their  property  to  get  into 
parliament,  by  means  the  most  honour- 

'  able,  or  when  the  nominator  selected  in- 
dividuals eminent  for  their  knowledge  in 
th^laws  of  the  country,  or  persons  con- 
nected with  the  army  and  navy,  or  con- 
nected with  the  East  or  West  Indies,  or 
with  interests  in  the  funds,  as  proper  to 
sit  in  parliament,  he  could  not  see  any  in- 
jury likely  to  arise  fom  the  nominator  be- 
ing indemnified  for  his  influence  so  ap- 
plied. He  should  not  say,  however,  that 
there  might  not  be  corrupt  practices  as  to 
the  mode  of  exercising  that  influence ; 
but  even  that  could  not  be  an  argument 

,  against  its  existence,  any  more  than  the 
publication  of  a  libel  should  be  made  an 
argument  agamst  the  liberty  of  the  press. 
It  had  been  bM/  that  no  person  could 
come  into  that  house  through  money,  with- 
out having  bad  motives.  In  this  he  could 
not  agree ;  for  if  any  man  who  acquired 
great  popularity  in  a  large  town,  by  being 
a  bountiful  landlord,  or  by  any  other 
means  procured  a  seat  in  parliament,  he 
did  not  see  what  security  there  was,  that 
that  gentleman  was  more  likely  to  give 
his  votes  with  greater  purity  or  more  dis- 
interestedly there  than  a  person  who,  hav- 
ing funds,  was  willing  to  barter  some  of 
his  money  for  a  seat  by  applying  to  the 
individual  whom  he  found  possessed  of  in- 
fluence sutficient  to  secure  it.  Having  al- 
ready an  excellent  constitution,  he  thought 
it  would  be  exceedingly  dangerous  indeed 
to  attempt  any  alteration  in  the  system  of 
representation,  without  having  the  inllest 
prospect  of  great  advantage  bemg  likely  to 
arise  from  it.  We  had  in  the  course  of 
events  been  engaged  in  a  long  and  ex- 
pensive war,  and  yet  this  country  had 
flourished,  every  mouth  had,  been  supplied, 
and  every  symptom  of  prosperity  had  been 
manifest.  We  saw  our  coasts  and  our 
harbours  abounding  with  redundancy  of 
capital.  He  should  take  upon  himself  to 
assert,  that  if  the  eflects  of  this  contest  for 
Parliamentary  Reform  were  to  throw  the 
country  into  confusion  for.  one  single  week, 
more  imminent  danger  and  disadvantage 
would  arise,  than  what  had  been  occasion- 
ed by  all  the  effects  of  corruption,  exist- 
ing u'om  theitime  of  king  William,  to  the 
present  period.    He  therefore  should  call 


upon  the  country  to  pause  before  they  in- 
curred the  risk  of  our  all,. for  the  ^^mall 
benefit  likely  to  arise  from  any  change 
proposed. 

Sir  Francis  Burdeit  declared,  that  doc- 
trines so  novel  and  extraordinary  had 
lately  been  introduced  into  that  house; 
doctrines  so  subversive  of  every  i^ouiui 
principle  of  the  constitution  of  parliament, 
that  he  was  altogether  at  a  loss  how  to 
discuss  them.  He  stood  in  a  situation  un- 
precedented in  the  history  of  the  country, 
for  he  had  not  to  address  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commons  in  parliament  as- 
sembled ;  that  title  they  had  disclaimed 
by  the  avowal  and  defence  of  their  cor- 
ruption ;  but  he  was  about  to  speak  to  an 
assembly  composed  of  some  representing 
the  Treasury ;  some  the  Admiralty ;  soma 
their  patrons;  some  their  own  money; 
and  a  few  representing  populous  places ; 
an  assembly  constituted  under  a  system 
resembling  the  fortuitous  concourse  of  the 
atoms  of  Epicurus.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  feit  himself  somewhat  at  a  loss 
what  to  say  ;  but  in  justice  to  the  large 
body  whom  he  represented,  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  raise  his  voice  and  reprobate 
doctrines  the  most  abominable  that  had 
ever  been  avowed  since  England  was  Eng- 
land. Much  had  been  said  of  the  dignity 
of  that  house  ;  but  if  they  were  not  Re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  where  was  its 
dignity  ? — The  present  debate  had  been 
opened,  on  a  former  night,  by  an  hon. 
gentleman  opposite,  (Mr.  George  John- 
stone) whom  he  did  not  then  see  in  hit 
place,  in  the  most  extraordinary  manner^ 
and  upon  the  most  extravagant  ground, 
that  had  ever  been  avowed  oy  any  mem- 
ber of  parliament.  That  hon.  member  had 
attempted  to  justify  the  present  mode  of 
sending  members  to  that  house,  by  com- 
paring it  with  the  abuses  and  corruptions 
of  former  periods :  he  bad,  for  the  purpose 
of  covering  the  disgrace  incurred  by  the 
late  transactions  in  that  hou*se,  even 'gone 
the  length  of  avowing,  that  the  British 
parliament  had  been  formerly  in  the  pay 
of  a  French  monarch.  To  what  parti- 
cular period  the  hon.  gpentleman  alluded, 
he  knew  not ;  nor  upon  what  information 
he  grounded  his  statement.  He  might 
perhaps  have  had  in  view  that  period  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  2nd,  when  a  British  sove- 
reign was  not  proof  ags^inst  the  temptation 
of  French  gold,  and  the  important  for- 
tress of  Du^irk  had  been  sold  for  a  sum 
of  money.  But  he  would  ask  that  hon. 
gentleman,  whether,  in  his  charges  against 
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the  parliament  of  that  day,  he  had  his 
information  from  the  romances  of  Dairy m- 
ple,  or  the  libellous  list  of  Barrilion,  the 
French  ambassador  ?  a  list  in  which  the 
names  of  Rossel  and  Sydney  appeared  ! 
Did  the  hon.  gentleman  believe  auch  state- 
ments as  these  ?  If  he  did,  he  libelled  our 
ancestors.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  next 
compared  the  present  House  of  Commons, 
or  rather  this  Assembly,  for  it  was  not 
now  the  Commons  of  England  in  parlia- 
ment assembled  with 

The  Speaker  called  the  hon.  baronet  to 
order. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  submitted,  whe- 
ther, under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case,  the  hon.  baronet  might  not  deny 
that  this  was  properly  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, since,  by  the  openly  avowed  and 
defended  corruptions,  the  house  itself  ap- 
peared to  have  disclaimed  that  title. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
call  any  Member  to  order  who  affirmed 
that  this  was  not  the  House  of  Commons ; 
and  he  would  do  so  as  long  the  house  sup- 
ported him  (Hear,  hear !). 

Sir  Francis  Burdetc  then  observed,  that 
he  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  impartiality 
of  the  Speakers  conduct  on  this  as  well 
aft  on  other  occasions  ;  but  he  would  recol- 
lect, that  tintil  the  12th  of  this  month  of 
May,  the  claim  of  the  house  to  be  called 
the  House  of  Commons  was  founded  on  its 
tissumed  purity.  He  admitted,  however, 
the  necessity  of  some  rules  to  guide  the 
proceedings  ;  and  the  Speaker,  no  doubt, 
spoke  from  the  remembrance  of  former 
periods.  But,  then,  he  must  allow  that 
ne  (sir  F.  Burdett,)  s{>oke  in  a  situation 
and  under  circumstances  entirely  newv — 
The  hon.  baronet  then  resumed  his  argu- 
ment, and  said,  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  G.  Johnstone)  had  boasted  of  the 
purity  of  the  present  Assembly,  by  com- 
paring it  with  what  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  duri|(gthe  existence  of  the  South 
Sea  scheme.  But  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
forgotten  to  state,  that  the  members  who 
had  been  detected  in  that  instance  were 
expelled  the  house,  and  punished  in  va- 
rious ways ;  and  that  the  commons  then 
liad  purged  off  the  baser  matter.  (Hear  ! 
hear!)  Now,  however,  they  seemed  to 
want  the  instinct  of  brutes.  Wolves  would 
not  allow  certain  animals  to  herd  with 
them,  and  yet  they  could  sit  there  and  as- 
sociate with  ministers  and  othera  who  had 
practised  corruption,  and  had  even  the 
•effrontery  to  acknowledge  it.  In  order  to 
prove  the  purity  and  dignity  of  the  house 


in  the  present  times,  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  alluded  to  the  causes  of  lord  Melville 
and  the  Duke  of  York.  In  the  former  case, 
it  was  only  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Speaker  that  the  dignity  of  the  house  was 
at  all  supported  ;  but  the  hon.  gent,  would 
recollect  that  those  who  endeavoured  to 
save  lord  Melville,  even  from  censure, 
voted  for  his  Impeachment,  in  order  to 
rescue  him  from  the  equal  justice  of  a 
jury.  (Hear!  hear!)  As  to  the  casi^f 
the  Duke  of  York,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive how  that  could  be  turned  into  a  proof 
of  the  purity  of  the  house,  which  had 
cleared  his  royal  highness,  while  even  the 
ministers,  in  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
the  people,  whom  an  hon.  gentleman  near 
him  (Mr.  D.  Giddy)  had  declared  to  be  in- 
capable  ofjudging  of  these  matters,  had  ad- 
vised the  resignation  of  the  Duke  of  York» 
This  they  had  done  out  of  respect  to  that 
opinion,  which  the  house  had  disregarded. 
But  suppose,  as  that  hon.  gent,  had  said, 
that  the  house  had  been  corrupt  from  the 
time  of  the  Revolution,  were  we  to  justify 
icrime  by  crime  ?  Many  persons  in  that 
house  had  said,  that  the  system  would 
lead  to  arbitrary  power ;  but  he  believed 
it  could  scarcely  have  been  in  the  con- 
templation of  any  one  that  a  minister 
would  ever  have  dared  to  avow  what  was 
now  openly  defended.  The  hon.  gent. 
who  had  just  sat  down,  had  made  such 
contradictory  statements,  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  follow  him.  He  said  that  political 
power  ought  not  to  be  separated  from  pro- 
perty.  Why,  that  was  the  very  ground 
on  which  thty  stood.  Their  object  was, 
that  they  who  had  no  property  should 
not  have  political  power;  that  this  bo- 
rough-mongering  Jacobinism  should  be 
destroyed.  But  after  having  made  this 
declaration,  the  hon.  gent,  turned  roond 
and  elctolled  the  advantages  derived  from 
the  rotten  boroughs  (Hear,  hear!).  These 
boroughs,  he  said,  brought  in  a  heap  of 
adventurers  of  different  descriptions  into 
the  house,  men  of  talents.  But  they  want- 
ed no  adventurers.  What  was  required 
was  a  sober  check  on  the  government ; 
and  for  this  purpose  a  house  of  connnoiiB 
properly  constituted  might  very  welt  an- 
swer, without  lawyers  and  other  adveotu- 
rers,  and  without  being  made  a  kind  of 
theatre  for  the  exercise  of  debating^ 
powers,  and  political  talents.  Their  ob- 
ject was  the  security  of  the  country.  They 
had  no  desire  for  ornaments ;  they  vented 
bolts  and  bars  to  confine  the  executive 
within  its  proper  sphere.    I^e  commons 
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/of  England  composed  these  boh«  and  bars 
of  the  consiitQtion.  If  this  were  not  the 
case,  the  constitution  of  England  was  a 
mere  farce,  a  mere  masquerade.  If  it  was 
the  design  of  the  hon.  gent,  to  continue  a 
system  which  rendered  the  house  subser- 
Tient  to  the  minister,  in  other  words,  to 
have  an  arbitrary  goveriiment,  why  did  he 
not  propose  this  at  once  without  the  pre- 

'  sent  incumbrance  ?  If  we  must  have  a  des- 
potism, why  not  have  it  without  all  this 
machinery  and  expensive  appendages  ? — 
Adverting  to  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
gent  upon  the  case  of  usury,  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet observed,  that  the  laws  against  usury 
were  inefiecti|aV,  because  the  system  was 
wrong.  They  only  confined  the  trade  to 
the  worst  description  of  people,  and  pre- 
vented a  fair  competition.  So  this  biH 
would  only  aggravate  the  evil,  inasmuch 
as  the  system  was  radically  bad.  As  the 
laws  against  usury  gave  the  monopoly  to 
the  worst  description  of  people,  so  this  bill 
would  give  the  monopoly  ofthe  Seat  trade 
to  the  Treasury.  Unless  you  stopped  the 
market  altogether,  you  only  did  mischief 
by  preventing  a  free  traffic.  If  the  bill 
could  be  efficient,  which  it  could  not,  the 
Treasury  \vould  monopolize  the  whole, 
and  therefore  while  the  system  continued, 
it  was  better  to  have  a  free  market.  If 
the  house  was  not  to  be  composed  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  it  .would  be 
infinitely  hetter  to  have  an  auction  of 
seau;  to  have  a  public  mart  wiiere  all 
might  go,  and  conduct  matters  openly. 
Where  all  was  conducted  in  this  open 
way,  the  barter  might  be  turne^l  to  some 
advantage.  In  the  first  place,  the  money 
inisht  be  turned  •  to  public  purposes.  We 
might  then  ^ei  rid  of  the  delicacy  which 
still  remained  on  these  subjects,  and  speak 
openly  what  every  one  knew ;  although 
he  saw  no  reason  why  the  ears  of  gentle- 
men should  be  more  delicate  than  their 
consciences  (Hear,  hear!).  Another  ad- 
vantage would  be,  that  the  man  who  pur- 
chased with  his  money  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, be  more  independent  than  place- 
men, and  those  who  represented  their 
patrons.  For,  according  to  the  modern 
morality,  tiiese  iast  were  bound  by  private 
honovr  to  vote  as  they  should  be  directed, 
while  a  man  might  purchase,  and  prove  an 
honourable  and  independent  servant  of  the 
public.  But  this  bill,  like  all  sham  mea- 
suves,  would  be  iaefficieiit,  or  if  it  ^as  not, 
it  would,  as  be  had  stated,  give  the  mo- 
nopoly of  the  market  to  the  Treasmy. 
Wbil«  h«  taMi  this,  he  was  denrous  of 


doing  justice  to  an  independent  membcF 
of  parliament.  He  was  fi^lly  convinced 
that  the  hon.  geut.  who  brought  in  tb« 
bill,  expected  that  great  public  advantage 
would  result  from  it.  The  eHect  of  thai 
honourable  gentleman's  zeal  had  induced 
him  to  apply  an  inadequate  remedy  to 
an  evil  which  had  disgusted  and  alarmed 
him.  So  little  did  he  expect  from  the 
operation  of  the  measure,  that  he  thought 
it  ought  rather  to  be  called  aJBill  for  the 
better  Prevention  of  the  Detection  of  Cor- 
ruption, than  for  the  more  efiectual  Pre- 
vention of  Corruption. — But  there  was  an- 
other view,  in  which  he  felt  considerable 
objection  to  the  measure.  He  was  an  ene- 
my to  the  Oath  it  would  impose.  This 
land  was  already  disgracefully  oatbed* 
Oaths  were  at  present  too  common  in  the 
legislation  of  this  country >  and  the  exten- 
sion of  them  would  be  a  great  evil.  The 
misfortune  besides  was,  that  they  would 
not  be  efiectual  for  their  purpose.  How 
much  were  they  abused  in  the  excise 
and  in  other  revenue  cases  ?  Was  the  oath 
of  qualification  sufficient  for  its  object  ? 
He  saw  no  reason  why  this  oath  should 
have  more  virtue  than  others,  except  on 
account  of  its  length,  for  it  was  the  long- 
est he  had  ever  seen.  He  was  averse  be- 
sides to  oaths  as  a  check  on  moral  conduct. 
But  still  his  great  objection  to  this  bill 
was,  that  it  would;  under  the  present  sys- 
tem, rather  aggravate  than  remedy  the 
evil  of  which  the  nation  had  so  much  rea- 
son to  complain. — Another  singular  cir- 
cumstance to  which  he  could  not  kelp  ad- 
verting, was,  that  old  notions  seemed  to 
be  so  completely  obliterated,  that  amongst 
the  other  extraordinary  things  which  had 
occurred  within  the  walls  of  that  house, 
they  were  reproached  for  that  which 
formerly  would  have  been  reckoned  an  ho- 
nour— namely,  that  they  were  of  bo^ 
party.  The  gentlemen  of  the  present  day 
seemed  to  be  astonished  at  them.  "  You 
don't  want  place  or  pension,  yon  say: 
Why,  what  are  you  at  ?  What  object  can 
you  possibly  have  in  view?  You  must 
surely  be  traitors.''  They  had  been  re- 
proached f^  not  desiring  a  change  of  mi- 
nisters. But  why  should  they  desire  any 
change  ?  They  did  not  see  that  the  minis- 
ters conducted  matters  at  all  in  a  worse 
way  than  their  predecessors,  who  taunted 
him  for  bein^  of^  no  party.  He  would  not 
join  any  faction  :  but  he  would  be  glad  to 
support  any  minister  who  acted  properly. 
The  only  return  he  could  make  to  that  nu- 
mere<)s  body  which  bad  sent  hlni  to  that 
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house;  so  undeservedly  perhaps  on  his  part, 
but  so  honourably  to  themselves^  was  to 
refrain  from  tormenting  the  ministers,  and 
to  stand  up  there  only  on  great  constitu- 
tioit%tl  points,  as  a  guardian  of  the  rights 
and  the  privileges  of  the  people.  The 
gentlemen  of  the  opposition  were  like 
someone  in  the  play  of  The  Rehearsal:  their 
old  master  turned  them  off,  and  no  one 
else  would  receive  them.  They  said  that 
their  delinquency  consisted  in  having  been 
in  office.  No — none  had  reproached  them 
with'  that  circumstance.  Their  delin- 
quency consisted  in  not  having  performed 
what  they  bad  promised  to  the  nation.  He 
had  heard  of  a  bankrupt  fortune  having 
been  mended  in  that  house, ;  but  he  had 
never  heard  of  a  bankrupt  character  hav- 
ing been  retrieved.  It  had  often  been 
itaid,  that  one  proof  was  worth  a  thousand 
conjectures,  but  here  they  had  a  thousand 
proofs  for  one  conjecture.  They  could 
not  by  law  alter  the  direction  which  a  ma- 
chine or  steam  engine  was  constructed  to 
take.  A  great  many  bills  had  been 
brought  in  to  remedy  the  evils  of  the 
system ;  but  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to 
alter  th^  nature  of  the  thing  by  these  ex- 
pedients. The  hon.  baronet  adverted,  as 
an  instance,  to  a  bill  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Burke  to  correct  the  mischiefs  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  to  effect  an  economical  reform. 
It  had  been  introduced  with  all  that  pa- 
rade and  pomp  of  eloquence  with  which 
that  gentleman  could  decorate  the  most  tri- 
vial subjects.  It  was  a  sort  of  substitute  fur 
Parliamentary  Reform,  and  was  to  be  eternal 
in  its  operations,  like  the  great  principles 
on  which  it  was  founded.  But  Mr.  Burke 
himself  had  outlived  its  operation.  In 
opposition  to  the  economical  part  of  that 
bill,  too,  lord  Melville  had  flatly  refused 
to  give  an  account  of  the  mode  in  which 
he  had  expended  a  large  sum,  and  yet 
those  who  talked  so  much  about  the  dig- 
nity of  the  house,  did  not  move  that 
lord  Melville  be  sent  to  the  Tower. — But 
this  bill  would  be  mischievous  in  another 
point  of  view,  it  would  act  as  an  indem* 
nity  to  all  past  delinquencies.  By  the  ad- 
mission of  this  bill  the  house  seemed  to 
think  that  something  was  necessary  to  be 
done.  The  only  question  was  whether 
this  was  a  remedy  for  the  evil  ?  Their  neg- 
lecting to  detect  and  punish  the  conspira- 
tors would  be  an  excuse  for  fiiture,  and, 
perhaps,  greater  abuses..  It  was  now  up- 
wards of  1 20  years  since  the  Revolution, 
and  yet  they  saw  that  there  had  been 
carrying    on    during    s^l    that    period. 


a  most  scandalous  intercourse  between 
the  Treasury  and  that  house — that  foul 
adulterous  intercourse,  which  had  been 
hitherto  most  strenuously  denied,  but 
still  supported  and  justified.  The  detected 
minister  still  kept  his  place  unmolested. 
If  any  man  knew  that  a  conspiracy  existed 
against  the  king's  life,  would  it  not  be 
treason  to  conceal  it.  Such  was  the  law 
of  the  land,  that  the  concealment  of  that 
would  be  deemed  treason,  and  nAerit  a  for- 
feiture of  life  ;  and  yet,  was  not  the  con- 
cealment of  these  corrupt  practices  deem- 
ed a  treason  against  the  laws  and  constitu- 
tion of  the  country  ?  This  bill  must  tend 
still  farther  to  conceal  those  practices,  in- 
stead of  producing  the  remedy  wanted. 
Suppose  that  a  century  hence  some  minis- 
ter, such  as  one,  who  lately  acted  in  the 
sister  kingdom,  old  in  the  practice  of  cor-  j^ 
ruption  though  young  in  years,  should  be 
detected  at  last  through  a  carelessness 
arising  from  constant  habit  and  long  im- 
punity, how  much  stronger  would  the  ar- 
gument of  defence  from  the  frequency  of 
the  practice  be  in  such  a  case  than  in  that 
of  the  noble  lord  to  whom  he  alluded  ? 
The  tie  of  honour,  as  it  was  called,  would 
then  be  stronger,  and  it  would  be  urged, 
from  the  very  circumstance  of  the  little  no- 
tice taken  of  the  noble  lord's  case,  that 
their  ancestors  never  intended  that  the 
present  bill  should  be  carried  into  effect. 
Those  who  asked,  where  they  would  look  for 
the  constitution,  he  would  refer  to  Magna 
Charta,  to  the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  the 
Bill  of  Rights.  It  had  been  said  of  him, 
that  he  had  held  out  the  Bill  of  Righu  as 
an  existing  law.  He  had  only  referred 
to  that  among  documents,  as  proofs  of  the  ^ 
principles  of  the  constitution — of  "  the 
unalienable  and  imprescriptible  righU  of 
the  people,"  to  use  the  language  of  the 
Bill  itself.  That  subsequent  acts  had  vio- 
lated those  principles,  was  one  of  his 
grounds  of  complaint.  As  to  tlie  time  oi 
reform,  there  were  some  who  thought 
there  were  two  seasons  improper  for  re- 
form— a  time  of  peace  and  a  time  of  war. 
In  peace  it  was  a  pity  to  disturb  the  gene- 
ral tranquillity ;  in  war  the  nation  had  a 
great  deal  of  other  business  on  its  hands. 
There  were  many  also  who  denied  that 
reform  would  have  any  effect  in  diminish- 
ing the  burdens  of  the  people. .  This  was 
as  much  as  to  say,  that  there  was  no  con- 
nection between  reptesentation  and  taxa- 
tibn.  But  unless  the  gentlemen  expected 
some  practical  good  of  this  kind  from  re- 
form, why  did  they  support  it  ?  For  his 
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part,  he  saw  no  use  in  it,  except  from  the 
cfiect  it  would  produce  with  respect  to  the 
controul  of  the  expenditure.  In  the  year 
1785,  Mr.  Pitt  was  a  friend  to  reform,  as 
was  Mr.  Dundas.  But  a  minister  might 
wish  for  reform,  and  yet  be  utterly  unable 
to  effect  it.  From  the  length  to  which 
these  corrupt  practices  had  proceeded,  it 
was  apparent  that  the  great  object  of  re- 
form could  only  be  attamed  by  a  firm  but 
temperate  action  of  the  people  out  of  doors 
upon  the  house.  If  some  of  the  friends  of 
reform  had  injured  the  cause,  the  friends 
of  corruption  had  certainly  injured  their 
cause.  The  priests  had  torn  aside  the  veil 
of  the  temple,  and  exposed  their  idol. 
That  idol,  he  hoped,  would  fall  before  the 
united  voice  of  the  nation,  as  Dagon,  the 
idol  of  Palestine,  had  fallen  before  the 
Ark,  and  put  to  shame  his  wo  shippers. — 
The  hon.  bart.  concluded  by  stating,  that 
the  measure  under  consideration  should  not 
have  his  concurrence  or  support,  as  it 
would  not  effectuate  any  good  or  beneiicial 
purpose. 

Mr.  FuUcr  was  astonished  that  a  gentle- 
man should  depreciate  the  liberty  of  his 
country,  at  a  time  when  he  was  making 
one  of  the  freeest  speeches  that  had  ever 
past  the  lips  of  man.  With  respect  to  be- 
ing a  real  representative  of  the  people,  he 
certainly  had  as  much  right  to  call  him- 
self so  as  the  hon.  baronet ;  for  he  bad 
never  bribed  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
and  thrown  away  70,000/.  upon  an  elec- 
tion ;  nor  had  he  ever  produced  3  or  400 
voters,  who  were  afterwards  found  not  to 
be  voters,  and  many  of  whom  had  since 
been  sent  to  Botany  Bay.  As  to  the  peo- 
ple who  made  fine  speeches,  and  clapped 
their  hands  upon  their  hcarts^hey  might 
as  well  have  clapped  them  any  where 
else  (A  laugh).  Afler  they  had  gained 
their  object,  they  might,  perhaps,  exclaim 
like  Jack  Wilkes,  "What  fools  these  fel- 
lows are  to  be  so  deluded  !''  With  respect 
to  the  bin,  he  did  not  think  it  could  be 
effectual ;  for  there  were  many  things  be- 
tides money  which  a  man  might  give  to  pro- 
cure votes,  such  as  a  puncheon  of  rum  to  one, 
a  horse  to  another,  and  a  pipe  of  wine  to  a 
third.  He  had  n6  objection  to  allow  the 
bill  to  go  to  a  committee ;  although  he 
did  not  like  the  administration  of  oaths 
proposed  in  it,  by  which  the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, or  the  duke  of  any  body  else,  might 
be  sent  to  Botany  Bay  for  giving  a  pint  of 
ivine,  and  then  inadvertently  swearing 
that  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  bribery, 
loitead  of  such  a  penalty,  he  would  pro- 


pose to  tbe  committee 
heavy  fine,  and  exclusion  from  tbe  exist- 
infic  parliament.  He  concluded  with  ob- 
serving, that  no  man  deserved  to  be  a  re- 
presentative of  the  people,  who  would  not 
defray  the  travelling  expences  of  thoso 
who  came  to  support  him. 

Mr.  Wilbeiforcc  could  not  consent  that 
the  admirable  constitution  of  this  country 
should  be  foundet^  on  open  and  avowed 
corruption,  and  was  unable  to  understand 
the  distinction  between  corruption  in  the 
gross  and  in  detail.  Why  should  a  man 
be  punished  for  selling  a  single  vote,  when 
he  who  sold  the  whole  escaped  ?  He 
should  not  say,  that  he  observed  no  utili- 
ty to  result  from  the  present  system.  It 
was  often  pleasing  to  the  great  Author  of 
all,  to  produce  good  from  evil  ;  but 
though  we  saw  that  the  effect  of  the  evil 
had  been  mitigated,  it  could  furnish  iv> 
argument,  upon  the  ground  of  political 
expediency,  to  justify  and  to  defend  it. 
He  roust  also  disapprove  of  the  conduct  of 
the  hon.  baronet,  upon  whom  he  called  to 
acknowledge,  whether  it  was  fair  in  him, 
while  he  contended  for  the  doing  away  of 
abuses  upon  the  one  hand,  to  enter  mto 
an  abuse  of  the  constitution  upon  the 
other  ?  If  such  things  were  acknowledged 
to  exist,  as  had  been  acknowledged  lately, 
and  if  they  still  suffered  and  tolerated 
them,  after  they  had  been  published  to. 
the  world,  cduld  they  not  see  what  an  ef- 
fect must  be  produced  upon  the  morals  of 
the  people  at  large  ?  Sure  he  was,  that  in 
the  times,  and  under  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  lived,  they  should  consider 
well  befgre  they  gave  their  sanction  to 
such  abuses.  It  constituted  one  of  the 
multitude  of  blessings  enjoyed  in  this  most 
happy  country,  and  under  this  constitu- 
«tion,  so  speculatively  and  practically  be- 
neficial, that  free  discussion  was  permitted, 
the  liberty  of  the  press  established,  and 
the  means  of  political  information  gene- 
rally diffused.  But  this  blessing,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  was  such  a  source  of 
pride,  should  also  be  a  source  of  caution  ; 
It  should  make  them  careful  to  correct 
those  faults,  which,  though  they  might 
not  be  injurious  in  other  countries,  must 
be  peculiarly  so  in  this,  from  the  rapidity 
with  which  they  were  circulated,  and  the 
freedom  with  which  they  were  discussed. 
As  Gulliver  saw  blemishes  in  the  most 
beautiful  female  of  Brobdigna^,  so  public 
afiairs  were  hero  regarded  with  a  micros- 
copic eye,  and  the  slightest  defects  per* 
ceived.      Theso  abuses  could  not  witk 
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^  Safety  be  allowed  to  continue.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  a  great  roan,  now  no  more*  that 
a  moderate  reform  was  particularly  desir- 
able, in  order  to  Separate  the  more  tem- 
?)erate  of  its  advocates  from  the  more  vio- 
ent.  This  was  very  expedient  at  present. 
With  regard  to  the  Oath,  the  hon.  baro- 
net had  not  observed  that  the  transgres- 
f  ion  here  was  to  be  punished  as  perjury, 
while  there  was  no  punishment  for  the 
violation  of  the  qualification  oath.  He 
thought  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Giddy)  was 
t6o  refined  in  bis  reasoning.  He  did  not 
deny  that  some  influence  might  be  pro- 
perly exercised  ;  but  the  nearer  you  ap- 
proached to  that  state  in  which  all  would 
vote'  for  him,  whom  in  their  consciences 
they  thought  the  best  representative,  so 
much  the  better. — The  hon.  baronet  had 
Spoken  of  the  ineflficacy  of  oaths  in  gene- 
ral, and  lamented  the  multiplication  of 
them.  That  inefficacy,  ahd  that  multipli- 
cation, he  lamented  as  much  as  any  man  ; 
but  at  the  same  time  they  should  not 
deny  that  oaths  were  in  some  cases  neces- 
'Sary,  and  that  this  was  a  proper  case  in 
which  to  introduce  an  oath^  The  hon. 
baronet  had  spoken  of  the  qualification 
oath ;  but  when  he  compared  it  with  the 
present,  he  should  consider  that  there  was 
no  penalty  attached  to  the  brestch  of  the 
qualification  oath,  while  there  was  to  this. 
The  evil  of  which  the  hon.  baronet  com- 
plained, occurred,  w'hen  the  occasion  was 
thought  grave  enough  to  have  an  oath  at- 
tached, but  not  grave  enough  to  justify  a 
penalty. — He  could  wish  that  there  was 
any  other  mode  of  securing  the  object  they 
had  in  view,  beside  an  oath;  as  there 
was  not,  however  reluctantly,  they  must 
resort  to  it.  He  approved  of  it  in  the 
present  instance,  provided  the  penalty 
was  attached,  and  tne  breach  of  such  afh 
obligation  punished  as  it  ought.  He  al- 
lowed the  tiierit  and  ability  of  the  speech 
of  his  hon.  friend,  which  he  must  again  re- 
peat, appeared  to  him  to  be  a  little  too  re- 
fined. That  a  good  landlord  should,  and 
roost,  have  some  influence  ofer  his  tenant, 
independent  of  political  merits,  was  a  po- 
sition he  could  not  but  admit;  but  the 
nearer  we  approached  to  selection,  upon 
^stinct  and  independent  principles,  the 
nearer  we  approach  to  perfection.  When 
his  hon.  friend  endeavoured  to  justify 
such,  practices  as  had  been  acknowledged, 
he  proceeded  upon  a  ground  as  dangerous 
•s  it  was  difficult.  Sure  he  was  that  no 
ct>iititry  Was  ever  the  worse  for  adhering 
il>  moral  principles ;  and  if  they  were  to 


state  to  the  people  that  what  they  called  . 
corniptioas  were  not  corruptions,  they 
would  contribute  largely  to  the  dissolution 
of  those  moral  principles  throughoui  the 
whole  nation.  They  should  consider,  that 
they  were  placed  in  a  high  sphere  to  set 
an  example  to  the  rest  of  tbe  world,  to 
stamp  that  character  which  was  to  pervade 
the  community,  and  to  give  society  its 
complexion ;  they  should  consider  this, 
and  this  should  render  them  cautions  of 
recognising  any  principle  or  -setting  any 
example  injurious  to  the  cause  of  virtue. 
He  was  always  a  friend  to  a  moderate  and 
temperate  reform ;  in  his  younger  days 
he  espoused  it :  though  older  now,  and 
consequently  more  cautious,  he  could  see 
no  reason  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  tbrfl 
former  opinion,  or  why  reform  should  not 
now  take  place.  He  hoped  that  there 
would  be  no  violent  proceedings  adopted 
upon  either  side.  That  axiom  appeared 
to  be  right  which  said,  that  "  moderate 
counsels  were  always  the  best."  Let  the 
gentlemen  opposite  beware,  how^  in  their 
avidity  to  resist  reform,  they  entrenched 
themselves  within  a  circle  of  abuses;  and 
let  those  upon  his  side  take  heed,  how,  in 
their  eagerness  to  effect  it,  they  disparag- 
ed the  constitution  under  which  they  en- 
joyed such  blessings. — It  was  the  peculiar 
nature  of  a  fiee  government  to  adapt  itself 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  times  ;  cir- 
cumstances had  been  changed  by  late  oc* 
currences,  and  there  should  be  a  con^es- 
pondent  alteration  in  the  Government,  to 
meet  that  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
times.  Let  iis  advance,  but  let  us  ad- 
vance with  caution ;  let  us  not  be  called 
upon  to  stand  still,  nor  let  us  libel  the 
constitution  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  its  preservation,  that  we  should 
cherish  its  radical  defects. 

Mr.  Windham  rose  and  said  : — Sir ;  I  am 
well  satisfied  to  have  heard,  before  I  address 
you,  the  speeches  of  the  two  hon.  gentle- 
men who  have  last  sat  down,  as  those 
speeches  will  have  helped  to  recall  our  at- 
tention to  the  question  more  immediately 
before  us,  from  which  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  baronet  (sir  F.  Burdett)  had  in  some 
measure  led  us  away,  though  not  to  any 
topics,  which  I  mean  to  describe,  or 
winch  I  wish  the  house  to  consider,'as  un- 
connected with  the  subject;  Those  to- 
pics are  indeed  most  'closely  connected 
with  it,  as  they  are  in  themselves  also  of 
a  natui^e  and  character,  to  which  I  must 
not  fail  hereafter  td  advert,  and  with  which 
the  house  will  I  hope  be  duly  impressed. 
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In  the  mean  while,  I  roust  fairly  profess, 
that  upon  the  subject  of  the  question  im- 
mediately submitted  to  us',  1  have  founds 
no  reason  from  any  thing  that  I  have 
heard  to  night,  or  upon  otfier  occasions,  or 
that  my  own  reflections  or  inquiries  have 
furnished,  to  alter  the  opinions  with  which 
I  took  the  liberty  of  troubling  the  house 
on  the  night  on  which  it  was  nrst  brought 
forward.  I  equally  think  it  a  measure, 
ill-timed,  injudicious,  founded  upon  false. 
views,  false  facts,  and  false  assumptions, 
calculated  to  produce  no  ^ood  in  the  first 
instance,  and  liable  and  likely  to  lead  to 
the  most  serious  mischiefs  in  future.  The 
whole  measure  rests  first  upon  an  assump- 
tion, which,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  used, 
mnd  the  extent  to  which  it  is  carried,  I 
utterly  deny,  namely,  that  the  transactions 
in  question  are  corrupt ;  and  secondly, 
upon  a  position,  which  is  true  indeed,  but 
of  no  eflect  or  operation  without  the  other^ 
namely,  that  acts  criminal  and  abusive  in 
themselves,  cannot  be  protected  by  the 
length  of  time  that  they  have  been  suf- 
fered to  prevail,  or  by  the  nun^ber  or  au- 
thority of  the  persons,  who  have  been 
found  to  practise  them. — Nobody  pretends 
to  say,  that  fraud,  falsehood,  thefl,  rob- 
bery, the  whole  list  of  crimes  by  which 
society  -is  disfigured  and  injured,  though 
co-eval  and  co-extensive  with  society  it- 
self, are  for  that  reason  less  crimes,  or 
less  call  for  reprobation  and  punishment, 
than  they  did  at  their  first  appearance  in 
the  world.  There  are  innumerable  of- 
fences and  depravities,  which  no  authority 
can  sanction,  or  support,  but  which  will  to 
the  end  of  time  pull  down  the  character 
and  reputation  of  all  those,  be  they  who 
they  may,  who  shall  be  found  to  have 
been  guilty  of  them.  What  we  are  to 
inquire  is,  whether  the  acts  now  meant  to 
be  proceeded  against,  are  of  that  sort? 
whether  they  are  like  many  others,  acts, 
which  those  who  commit  them  know  at 
the  time  to  bo  wrong,  though  under  t^e 
impulse  of  strong  temptation  they,  may 
not  have  the  virtue  to  abstain  fromnhem  ; 
which  degrade  the  person  in  his  own  opi- 
nion, and  would,  if  known,  degrade  him  in 
that  of  others  ;  which  he  is  compelled  to 
condemn  in  the  very  moment  he  yields  to 
them  ;  which  are  attended  in  the  first  in- 
stance with  injury  to  others ;  or,  at  least, 
tend  to  weaken  the  authority  and  ob- 
servance of  some  rule,  which  the  interests 
of  society  require  to  be  upheld  ? — Let  us 
consider  bow  the  matter  stands  in  respect 
to  the  nature  and  description  of  the  fact. 

Vol.  XIV. 


Let  us  open  the  pleadings  by  stating  the 
case.  A  minister  in  the  time  of  Geo.  L  or 
queen  Anne,  or  king  William,  has  a  friend 
coine  to  him,  at  the  moment  of  a  general 
election,  who  says,  '  I  have  a  great  inte- 
rest in  the  Borough  of  such  a  place.  I 
have  a  large  property,  I  have  laid  out  a 
great  deal  of  money,  there;  I  have  obliged 
in  various  ways,  numbers  of  the  voters  and 
their  connections ;  many  are  dependent  on 
me,  many  look  up  to  me  for  favours  that 
they  have  received,  or  favours  they  expect. 
In  short,  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  I  can 
bring  in  both  members.  One  of  the  seats  I 
must  reserve  for  my  son ;  but  for  theother 
I  shall  be  very  happy  to  take  by  the  hand 
any  one  whom  you  will  recommend.  I 
have  been  always,  as  you  know,  warmly 
attached  to  you  and  your  friends;  and 
anxious  to  give  every  support  in  my  power 
to  a  set  of  men,  whom  1  have  always  acted 
with  in  and  out  of  office,  and  whom  I  re- 
joice to  see  in  their  present  situations,  be- 
cause I  think  them  in  my  conscience  thd 
fittest  men  to  whom  the  interests  of  the 
coimtry  cait  be  entrusted :  I  want  nothing 
for  myself,  and  should  be  very  glad  to 
offer  this  seat  to  your  friend  free  of  all 
expence;  but  the  sums  which  J  have 
been  obliged  to  lay  out  in  cultivating 
this  interest ;  the  property  which  I  have- 
been  obliged  to  purchase,  on  terms  yield- 
ing but  a  very  inadequate  return  in  point 
of  income ;  the  heavy  charges  incurred 
in  supporting  the  rights  of  the  freemen 
in  the  two  last  contests,  joined  to  the 
probable  expence  of  the  present  elec- 
tion, will  oblige  me,  towards  replacing  in 
part  what  these  will  have  cost  roe,  to  re- 
quire a  sum  to  such  and  such  an  amount, 
from  the  friend,  whoever  he  is,  whom  you 
shall  recommend.'  The  minister  says, '  I 
am  exceedingly  obliged  to  vou :  nothing 
could  come  more  opportunely  :  I  have  at 
this  moment,  a  young  man,  tbe  ton  of  our 
friend  lord  such  a  one,  for  whom  I  am' 
most  anxious  to  procure  the  means  of  his 
getting  into  Parliament,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  our  friend  his  father,  but  because 
he  is  a  young  man  of  most  extraordinary 
promise,  with  his  whole  mind  turned  to 
public  business,  and  likely  to  become  in 
time,  one  of  the  greatest  ornaments  and 
supports  of  the  country.  His  father  will, 
I  am  sure,  have  no  objection  to  advance  the 
sum  which  you  require,  and  which  is  very 
moderate  ;  and  you  will,  I  am  persuaded, 
be  happy  in  introducing  a  young  man 
likely  te  do  so  much  credit  to  your  re- 
commendation.' 
3B 
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All  this  I  am  taugSt  to  understand  is 
grossly  corrupt,  mpch  in  the  same  way  as 
nny  act  of  peculation  or  embezzlement.  I 
can  only  say  in  the  first  instance  that  I  am 
sorry  for  it :  because  some  such  things 
have  I  am  afraid  bc^Dn  done  in  the  best 
times,  and  by  those  commonly  accounted 
tlie  best  men.  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
part  with  so  much  of  the  admiration 
which  J  have  been  accustomed  to  feel  for 
supposed  virtue  and  character,  and  to  con- 
fess that  those  eminent  men,  early  and  re- 
cent, whom  we  have  hitherto  looked  up  to 
as  patterns  of  virtue  and  the  pride  and  or- 
nament of  the  country,  were  little  better 
than  corrupt  knaves.  It  i/;  painful,  I  say, 
to  part  with,  these  convictions,  and  to  be 
compelled  to  confess  the  world  less  virtu- 
ous than  we  had  supposed  it.  It  may  be 
-forgiven  to  us,  therefore,  if  we  make  some 
struggle  in  defence  of  our  former  opinions, 
an'd  if  I  venture  to  ask,  as  an  humble  in- 
quirer, and  for  the  sake  of  information, 
what  is  the  precise  nature  and  character  of 
this  corruption,  and  in  what  |^rt  of  the 
transaction,  that  is  to  say,  with  which  of 
the  parties,  it  is  supposed  principally  to 
reside. 

As  to  the  minister,  who  is  the  party  first 
^seized  upon,  and  against  whom  the  charge 
is  most  pressed,  his  guilt  can  be  only  cte- 
rivaiive  and  dependent  on  that  of  others. 
He  is  only  the  go-between,  the  broker, 
the  procuress,  if  you  please,  who  brings 
the  parties  together  :  but  unless  the  par- 
ties meet  for  some  ill  purpose,  his  office  is 
innocent.  Of  the  two  parties  then,  which 
is  the  most  criminal,  the  giver  or  the  re- 
ceiver ?  the  buyer  or  the  seller  ?  or  is 
their  guilt  equal  ?  Let  us  know  a  little 
niore  distinctly,  what  is  the  rule  and  prin- 
ciples which  we  mean  to  lay  down. 

Is  it  meant  to  be  stated  generally,  that 
no  place  of  trust  and  confidence,  no  place 
10  which  important  duties  are  annexed, 
shall  be  disposed  of  for  a  valuable  consi- 
deration ?  that  the  sale  of  a  place  of  trust 
is,  in  all  circumstances  and  in  every  in- 
stance, a  corrupt  and  criminal  transac- 
tion ?  If  it  is,  then  docs  both  the  law  and 
the  practice  of  various  countries,  and  of 
this  country  among  others,  sanction  and 
authorise  mt>st  corrupt  and  criminal  trans- 
actions. 1  would  quote,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  whole  of  the  parliaments  under 
the  old  monarchy  of  France ;  which,  though 
not  parliaments  in  our  sense  of  the  word, 
were  of  a  nature  to  make  the  disposal  of 
teats  in  them  for  money,  a  proceeding,  if 
it  w«re  wrong  jatallj  infinitely  more  wrong 

I 


than  the  same  proceeding  would  be  here; 
for  the  parliaments  in  France  were  judi- 
cial tribunals,  courts  of  judicature,  in 
which  theVhole  civil  and  criminal  justice 
of  that  renowned  and  enlightened  king- 
dom, was  administered  ;  and  where,  in 
spite  of  those  vulgar  national  prejudices, 
under  which  we  have  some  times  been 
supposed  to  la!)our,  and  which  lead  us  to 
believe  that  nothing  can  be  right  or 
good,  but  what  is  conformable  to  our 
peculiar  notions  and  institutions,  jus- 
tice was,  for  the  most  part,  I  believe, 
most  ably  and  uprightly  administered, 
and  where  certainly  as  great  and  eminent 
lawyers  and  jurists  have  been  produced, 
and  men  of  as  pure  and  unspotted  charac- 
ter, as  are  to  be  found  in  the  legal  history 
of  any  country  whatever.  Yet  were  all 
the  seats  in  these  assemblies,  regularly, 
publicly,  and  avowedly  bought  and  sold. 
So  little  do  the  effects  of  civil  and  political 
institutions,  or  the  laws  relating  to  them, 
answer  in  fact  and  practice  to  what  the 
theories  even  of  the  wisest  and  best  in- 
formed men,  would  previously  pronounce 
of  them !  That  these  tribunals,  whether 
such  or  not  as  I  have  described  them, 
could  not  be  such  as  our  coarse  and  nar- 
row prejudices,  or  our  hasty  and  inconsi- 
derate theories,  would  lead  us  to  suppose, 
is  demonstrable  from  the  fact.  For  no 
country,  much  less  such  a  one  as  I  am  ad- 
verting to,  would  consent  for  ages  toge- 
ther, that  the  whole  source  of  its  justice 
should  be^pollnted  and  corrupt.  But  to 
avoid  all  reference  to  instances  liable  to 
dispute,  let  us  only  ask  whether  we  have 
not  among  ourselves,  appointments,  which 
if  not  absolutely  judicial,  are  very  closely 
connected  either  with  judicial  functions, 
or  with  others  not  less  repugnant  to  the 
admission  of  any  thing  corrupt  or  impure, 
of  which  the  sale  is  not  only  practisea,  but 
publicly  toieratod  and  authorised.  In 
what  department,  tt)o,  of  the  state,  are 
these  ollicos  found  ?  In  the  law,  and  in  the 
church.  I;>  it  not  notorious  that  part  of 
the  salary  or  emoluments  of  our  judges, 
the  well-earned,  necessary,  inadequate 
emoluments  of  our  judges,  arises  from  the 
sale  of  places,  having  duties  belonging  to 
them  connected  with  the  business  of  their 
courts?  Yet  does  any  man,  on  this  ac- 
count, impeach  the  integrity  or  purity  of 
oiir  judges;  which  is  on  the  contrary 
(and  deservedly)  the  constant  Subject  of 
our  boast  ?  or  find  ground  for  insinuat- 
ing that  the  functions  of  these  officer  arc 
not  a»  well  performed,  aiid  the  perions 
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tilling  them,  as  respectable  and  proper 
persons,  as  they  could  be,  if  they  were  ap- 
pointed in  any  other  manner  ?  The  church 
furnishes  examples  likewise,  which,  if  not 
directly  in  point,  equally  contradict  the 
position  above  sup|>osed,  if  laid  down  to 
its  full  extent  and  in  such  a  manner,  as 
not  to  avail  itself  of  the  distinction  be- 
tween an  actual  and  a  virtual  sale.  For 
what  do^s  any  man  do,  who  purchases 
and  who  sells  the  advowson  of  a  living  ? 
or  who  purchases  or  sells  the  next  present- 
ation ?  ^oes  not  he,  both  in  eOect  and  in- 
tentionally, purchase  or  sell  the  nomina- 
tion to  an  oQJce  of  the  highest  trust  and 
confidence  ?  And  if  this  be  morally 
wrong,  can  it  cease  to  be  so,  because  the 
act  of  appointment  is  not  to  take  place 
immediately,  but  is  in  some  degree  con- 
tmgent  and  remote  ?  Can  that  which  is 
corrupt  and  criminal  if  carried  into  effect 
immediately,  become  perfectly  innocent, 
because  the  execution  of  it  is  made  to  de- 
pend on  an  event,  which,  though  certuin, 
may  not  happen  for  several  months  ?  It  is 
impossible,  therefore,  to  maintain,  that  the 
sale  of  seats  in  parliament  is  corrupt,  sim- 
ply upon  the  principle,  that  it  is  corrupt  to 
take  a  valuable  consideration  for  a  nomi- 
nation to  a  place  of  trust  and  confidence. 
The  known;  recognised,  authorised,  avow- 
ed practice  of  our  own  country,  in  depart- 
ments the  most  exempt  from  any  suspicion 
of  impurity,  and  where  the  admission  of 
any  thing  incorrect  would  be  most  anxi- 
ously guarded  against,  is  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  such  a  position.  We  have  still 
therefore,  to  look  for  the  ground  on  which 
•ither  the  buyer  or  the  seller,  in  such  a 
transaction  as  that  above  stated,  is  to  be 
represented  as  being  a  man  morally  cor- 
rupt. In  fact,  if  their  proceeding  is  cor- 
rupt, it  will  be  difficult,,  or,  I  should  say, 
utterly  impossible,  to  stop  there,  and  not 
to  go  on  and  declare  corrupt  the  very  in- 
fluence itself,  by  which  they  are  enabled 
to  carry  into  effect  this  corrupt  bargain. 
If  the  buying  and  selling  be  corrupt,  it 
can  only  be  so  for  reasons,  w4iich  will 
make  it  corrupt  to  have  the  commodity 
which  is  capable  of  being  so  bought  and 
sold.  This  is  the  true  seat  of  the  griev- 
ance, as,  it  must  be  confessed  to  be,  the 
true  place  in  which  to  apply  the  remedy. 
So  long  as  there  are  persons  in  a  situation 
to  say,  I  can  make  an  offer  of  a  seat  in 
parliament,  so  long  will  there  be  persons 
to  treat  with  them  for  that  object,  and  so 
long  will  means  be  found,  for  commuting 
in  some  way  or  other j  the  infloence  so  pos- 


sessed, for  considerations  valuable  to  tht 
possessor.  The  only  effectual  way  will 
be  to  cet  rid  of  the  influence  altogether. 
To  malve  it  penal  for  any  one  to  have  such 
gQods  in  his  possession.  This  the  hon4 
mover  may  be  assured  is  the  use  that  will 
be  made  of  his  measure  (nay  it  is  the  just 
and  legitimate  use)  by  those,  who  do  not 
scruple  now  to  oppose  it,  because  they 
like  to  argue  the  question  both  ways,  to 
be  ready  for  either  event ;  and  may  think 
possibly,  that  more  is  to  be  gained  by  the 
rejection  of  it,  and  by  the  ground  thereby 
laid  for  raising  a  clamour  against  parlia- 
ment, than  they  can^hope  for  from  the  ar- 
gument and  the  authority  which  it  will 
furnish,  towards  subvertingi  the  greater 
part  of  the  influence,  which  property  is 
now  allowed  to  retain. 

I  know  how  prompt  the  answer  to  thii 
will  be,  and  how  triumphantly  I  shall  be 
told,  that  no  two  things  can  be  more  re- 
mote from  each  other,  than  the  influence 
of  property,  the  just,  wholesome,  legiti- 
mate influence  of  property,  and  the  sale  of 
scats. — But  let  us  recollect,  that  in  the 
present  business,  we  are  arguing  through- 
out uppn  principle,  and  that  it  is  of  the 
nature  of  principle,  to  unite  things  tlie 
most  various  and  opposite  in  their  indivir 
dual  forms  and  circumstances.  It  is  not  a 
question,  how  far  things  may  be  distin- 
guished; but  how  far  those,  which  ar4 
naturally  distinguished,  may  be  assimi- 
lated and  made  one.  Those  who  can 
make  no  distinction  between  an  offence 
against  the  bribery  laws,  by  giving  money 
to  a  particular  voter,  and  the  sale  of  a  seat^ 
can  hardly  be  expected  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  sale  of  a  seat,  and  such  a  use  of 
influence  as  would  give  them  the  seat  to 
sell. 

I  am  as  well  aware  as  anotl^er  that  iheri 
h  much  influence,  which,  though  ulti*' 
mately  to  be  traced  to  property,  is  so  re^ 
mote  from  its  primary  source,  has  been  so 
changed  in  the  gradations  which  it  has 
passed  through,  has  been  so  improved  by 
successive  ^raflings,  as  to  retain  little  or 
nothing  of  its  original  character,— of  the 
harshness  and  acerbity  of  the  parent  stock. 
The  case  is  the  same  as  with  that  passioa 
in  our  nature,  which,  though  too  sross  to 
be  named,  is  often  the  source  of  every 
thing  most  delicate  and  sentimental; 
which,  as  the  poet  describes, 

through  some  certain  strainers  well 

retin'd. 

Is  gentle  love,  aud  charms  all  woman-kiod. 
Ally  ia  these  instances^  that  property  may 
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have  done,  is  to  have  given  to  virtue  the 
means  of  acting,  and  the  opportunity  of 
displaying  itself;  to  have  furnished  ihe 
instrument  without  which  its  energies  must 
have  been  useless,  and  to  have  erected  the 
stage,  without  which  it  would  have  re- 
mained unknown.  I  am  under  no  appre- 
hensions for  the  fate  of  influence  of  this 
sort.  My  hon.  friend  and  others,  notwith- 
standing the  operation  of  this  bill,  will  be 
at  full  liberty,  I  have  no  doubt,,  to  lay  out 
their  thousands  in  acts  of  beneficence  and 
bounty,  in  building  bridges,  or  endowing 
hospitals,  in  relieving  the  wants  or  advanc- 
ing the  fortunes  of  the  indigent  and  meri- 
torious. They  may  stil'  enjoy,  together 
with  all  the  heart-felt  satisfaction,  all  the 
influence  which  will  naturally  arise  from 
property  so  employed  ; 

Him  portioned  maidif,  apprenticed  orphans 
blest, 

The  young  who  labour,  and  the  old  who  rest. 

But  is  this  the  only  way  in  which  pro- 
perty exerts  its  powers  ?  Is  it  always  taken 
m  this  finer  form  of  the  extract  or  essence  ? 
is  it  never  exhibited  in  the  substance?  It 
is  here  that  the  comparison  will  begin,  and 
ihat  the  question  will  be  asked;  which  the 
advocates  of  this  bill,  I  hope,  who  do  not 
mean  it  to  extend  to  the  abolition  of  the  in- 
fluence of  property,  will  do  well  to  be  pre- 
pared to  answer ;  How,  if  the  sale  of  a  seat 
or  any  commutation  of  services  connected 
with  such  an  object  6e  gross  corruption, 
can  we  tolerate  the  influence  which  pro- 
perty gives^  in  biassing  the  minds  of  those 
who  are  to  give' their  votes  ?  How  a  land- 
lord, fot  instance,  should  have  any  more 
influence  over  his  own  tenants,  than  over 
those  of  another  man  ?  How  a  large  ma- 
nufjacturer  should  be  able  to  bring  to  the 
poll  more  of  his  own  workmeh,  than  of 
those  employed  in  the  service  of  his  neigh- 
bour? How  an  opulent  man  of  any  de- 
scription spending  his  fortune  in  a  borough 
town,  sliould  be  able  to  talk  of  his  influ- 
ence among  the  smaller  tradesmen ;  or  be 
at  liberty  to  hint  to  his  baker  or  his  butcher, 
that,  laying  out  every  week  such  a  sum 
tvith  them,  as  he  does,  he  expects  that  they 
should  oblige  him  by  giving  a  vote  to  his 
friend,  Mr.  Such-a-one,  at  the  next  elec- 
tion ?  If  all  this  is  not  corrupt,  upon  the 
principles  on  which  we  are  now  arguing,  I 
know  not  what  is.  What  has  money  spent 
with  tradesmen^  or  work  given  to  manu- 
facturers, or  farms  let  to  tenants,  to  do  with 
the  independent  exercise  of  their  right, 
and  the  conscientious  discharge  of  their 
4uty,  in  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve 


them  in  parliament?  A  fine  idea  truly, 
that  their  decision  in  the  choice  of  a  re- 
presentative is  to  be  influencsd  by  the 
consideration  of  what  is  good  for  their  in- 
tciest !  or  that  persons,  the  advocates  of 
purity,  and  whowill  hear  of  nothing  but 
strict  princip4e,  should  attempt  to  distin- 
guish between  the  influence  which  engages 
a  man's  vote  by  the  ofier  of  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney, and  that  which  forbids  the  refusal  of 
it,  under  the  penalty  of  loss  of  custom, 
or  loss  of  work,  or  of  the  possession  of 
that  on  which  his  wife  and  family  mast 
depend  for  their  bread  ?  I  shall  be  curi- 
ous to  hear  in  what  manner,  not  the  ad* 
vocates  of  this  bill,  but  the  advocates  for 
the  principles  on  which  this  bill  is  en- 
forced, will  defend  themselves  against 
these  questions ;  and  he  able  to  show,  that 
while  it  is  gross  corruption,  gross  moral 
depravity,  in  any  one  who  possesses  Slich 
influence,  to  connect  his  own  interest  with 
the  use  of  it,  even  though  he  should  not 
use  it  improperly,  it  is  perfectly  innocent 
to  create  that  influence  by  the  means  just 
described  ?  Or  on  the  other  hand,  if  such 
means  are  not  lawful,  how  the  influence  of 
property  is  to  continue,  such  as  has  hither- 
to been  practised  and  allowed  of?  It  is  in- 
different to  me  which  side  of  the  alterna- 
tive they  take  ;  but  let  them  be  well 
aware  that  such  is  the  alternative  to  which 
they  will  be  reduced :  and  that  if  they 
contend  generally,  as  is  now  done,  that 
such  and  such  things  are  corrupt,  because 
they  admit  the  consideration  of  interest  in 
matters  which  ought  to  be  exclusively  de- 
cided on  principles  of  duty,  it  is  in  vain 
for  tbem  hereafter  to  contend  that  any 
man  has  a  right  to  influence  his  tenants, 
or  tradesmen,  or  workmen,  by^  any  other, 
means  at  least  than  those  by  which  he  may 
equally  influence  the  tenants,  tradesmen, 
or  workmen  of  any  other  person ;  that  is 
to  say,  by  his  talents  or  by  his  virtues,  by 
the  services  which  he  may  have  done, 
and  the  gratitude  he  may  ha!De  in- 
spired. When  I  look  therefore  to  the 
moral  qualities  of  these  acts,  as  inde* 
pendent  of  and  antecedent  to  positive  law, 
1  am  at  a  loss  to  find  what  it  is«  either  on 
the  score  of  principle  or  of  authority,  that 
determines  them  to  be  corrupt,  or  that 
enables  us,  if  they  are  corrupt,  to  exempt 
from  the  same  sentence  of  corruption 
nine  tenths  of  the  influence,  which  has 
hitherto  been  supposed  to  be  attached,  and 
legitimately  attached,  to  property,  and 
which,  for  aught  that  at  present  appears, 
there    is  no  intention  of  taking  away«. 
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But  though  such  may  be  the  result  of  an 
inquiry  into  the  moral  constitution  of  these 
acts,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  law  may 
render  corrupt  any  act  which  it  pleases, 
that  is  to  say,  the  law,  may  make  any 
act  which  it  pleases  illegal :  and  to  do,  or 
procure  to  be  done,  an  illegal  act,  from  an 
interested  motive,  is,  I  apprehend,  corrup- 
tion. We  are  to  inquire  therefore,  in  what 
manner  and  to  what  degree,  those  acts, 
which  generally  speaking  are  not  cor- 
rupt, have  been  rendered  so  by  positive 
law.  A^d  first,  without  affirming  or  de- 
nying the  fact,  let  us  examine  the  conclu- 
siveness and  validity  of  the  arguments, 
by  which  it  has  hitherto  been  attempted 
to  be  proved.  It  has  been  said  by  those 
from  whom  I  should  have  expepted  belter 
reasoning,  that  the  corruption  follows  of 
necessity  from  the  laws  respecting  bribery 
in  the  case  of  individual  voters;  for  that 
it  is  impossible  that  the  law  should  be 
'  guilty  of  such  monstrous  inconsistency,  as 
well  as  of  such  a  flagrant  injustice,  u.4  to 
punish  the  poor  for  bribery  in  retail, 
while  they  sufier  it  to  be  practised  with 
ifhpunity  by  the  rich  in  wholeiale.  There 
is  something  so  wildly  inconclusive  in  this 
argument,  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  set  about 
formally  to  confute  it.  I  cannot  better 
illustrate  its  fallacy  than  by  an  argument 
something  of  the  same  sort,  quite  as  good 
in  respect  to  conclusiveness,  and  much 
better  in  respect  to  point  and  archness, 
which  I  remember  when  I  was  a  hoy,  at  a 
contested  election  for  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk ;  where  one  of  the  candidates,  a  most 
respectable  man,  had  rendered  himself 
obnoxious  by  the  inclosure  of  a  common^ 
(a  proceeding  less  familiar  at  that  time 
than  it  has  become  since,  and  better  cal- 
culated therefore  to  be  made  a  subject  of 
popular  clamour) ;  upon  which  the  wit  of 
the  day  was  to  ask,  in  way  of  dialogue, 
what  tnat  man  deserved  who  should  steal 
a  goose  from  a  common  ?  and  when  the 
answer  was  given,  to  follow  up  the  ques- 
tion by  another,  what  then  shall  be  done  to 
him  whoi  steals  the  common  from  the 
goose  ?  This  was  very  good  election  wit, 
but  certainly  very  bad  argument;  (rhongh_ 
just  as  good  as  that  to  which  I  have  been" 
adverting,)  for  what  is  the  affinity  between 
the  two  offences,  so  as  t6  justify  the  con- 
sidering the  one,  as  diflcring  firom  the 
other  only  by  being  upon  a  larger  senile  ? 
A  man  by  procuring  the  inclosure  of  a 
common,  where  such  inclosure  ought  not  to 
take  place,  may  do  a  much  worse  moral 
get,  with  1«M  temptation  probably,  and 


with  far  more  injury  to  others*  interests, 
than  by  the  theft  of  many  geese :  yet  who 
would  ever  dream  of  describing  these  as 
kindred  acts,  or  propose  that  the  incloser 
of  commons,  if  convicted  of  having  don^ 
so  improperly,  should  be  punishtd  by  im- 
prisonment and  whipping  ?  Other  instances 
may  be  cited  more  directly  in  point.  There 
are,  or  have  ^een,  I  believe,  laws  to  restrain 
the  retail  sale  of  spirits.  Should  we  think 
that  a  man  argued  very  wisely  or  conclu- 
sively, with  much  fairness  of  representa- 
tion or  much  knowledge  of  the  principles 
of  legislation,  who  should  harangue  at  the 
door  of  an  alehouse  (the  only  place  how- 
ever fit  for  such  a  discourse)  against  the 
justice  of  laws,  which  could  punish  a  pub- 
lican for  selling  a  dram  to  a  poor  wretch, 
who  wanted  it  perhaps  to  solace  him  under 
the  effects  of  cold  and  hunger,  to  whom  it 
must  stand  in  the  place  of  food  and  rai. 
roent;  while  the  same  law  did  not  scruple 
to  permit  the  sale  of  these  Spirits  by  whole- 
sale on  the  part  of  the  rich  merchant  or 
still  more  opulent  planter:  and  should 
take  occasion  from  thence  to  ask  (exactly 
in  the  siile  of  my  hon.  friend)  if  such 
was  the  punishment  for  selling  a  dram  or 
gill,  what  did  they  deserve  who  sold  these 
spirits  by  whole  puncheons  and  ship- 
loads ?  The  answer  is,  that  these  acts  do 
not  stand  to  each  other  in  the  relation  of 
more  or  less,  but  are  perfectly  disparate 
and  dissimilar;  are  productive  of  difie- 
rent  consequences;  are  to  be  regulated  by 
different  provisions  ;  arc  so  widely  sepa- 
rated in  character,  as  that  the  one  may 
be  an  object  of  national  encouragement,  a 
source  of  public  wealth  and  benefit,  while 
the  other  can  produce  nothing  but  mis- 
chief, and  is  a  practice  requiring  to  be 
restrained  by  penal  statute.  Nothing  there* 
fore  can  be  more  false  than  the  inference 
by  which  it  is  concluded  that  the  sale  of  a 
^eat  in  cases  where  it  can  be  effected, 
must  be  deemed  corrupt,  because  there 
are  laws  which  prohibit  the  gift  of  money 
to  individual  voters.  Both  may  be  cor- 
rupt, and  both  may  require  to  be  prohi- 
bited :  but  not  the  one  on  account  of  the 
other. 

Supposing  however  the  fact  to, be,  that 
by  fair  construction  of  the  law  of  parlia- 
ment, such  bargains  as  are  here  in  question, 
must  be  considered  as  illegal,  and  may  in 
con<?equence  be  dt  nominated  corrupt:  it  is 
so  far  ^rom  following  that  the  present  bill  ' 
is  therefore  necessary,  that^  the  presump- 
tion would  rather  lie  the  other  way,  and 
the  conclusion  be  t|^at  a  new  bill  was  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


747]  PARL.  DEBATES,  May  26,  1S09 — Mr,  Curwen's  Rtform  BiU. 


[7i5 


wanted;  inasmuch  as  it  could  only  pro- 
hibit that  which  was  already  prohi- 
bited. In  general,  the  precedent  of  any 
law  tells  ^as  much  for«  what  it  does  not, 
as  for  what  it  does.  If  we  have  the 
authority  of  our  ancestors  for  doing  so 
much,  we  have  their  authority  also  for 
doing  no  more.  If  they  tell  us,  that  such 
things  ought  to  be  prevented,  they  tell  us 
likewise,  so  far  as  we  cbuse  to  be  guided 
by  them,  that  the  attempts  at  prevention 
ought  not  to  be  pushed  beyond  a  cer- 
tain exigent.  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that 
laws,  right  in  their  object,  may  be  de- 
ficient in  their  means,  or  that  change 
of  times  and  circumstances  may  require 
new  penalties  and  provisions  to  eiFect 
that  to  which  the  old  were  formerly 
adequate.  But  then  this  change  and  this 
necessity  should  be  shown :  and  after  all 
it  is  no  just  conclusioh,  that  because  our 
ancestors  wished  to  prevent  certain  things 
by  certain  means,  they  would  therefore  be 
willing  to  accomplish  their  object  at  any 
jprice,  or  to  have  recourse  to  any  means, 
be  they  what  they  would,  which  the  at- 
tainment of  that  object  might  hereafter 
require. 

Our  business  therefore  is  to  ascertain, 
what  it  is  right  for  us  to  do,  with  respect  to 
an  object,  on  which  neither  morals  nor  law, 
as  antecedently  esta'blished,  prescribe  to  us 
any  certain  mode  of  action,  nor  even  im- 
pose upon  us  the  necessity  of  acting  at  all. 
— The  acts  in  question  are  not  in  them- 
selves corrupt  or  immoral.  The  law  has 
either  prescribed  nothing  about  them,  or, 
baving  prescribed  what  it  has  thought  fit, 
has  left,  to  say  the  least,  the  necessity 
of  any  further  provisions,  to  the  judgment 
of  the  legislature  of  the  time. — It  may  be, 
that  what  it  is  proposed  to  be  suppressed,  is 
a  political  evil,  tending  to  render  parlia- 
ment a  less  fit  instrument  for  promoting  the 
general  welfare.  If  it  is  so,  let  us,  in  God*s 
name,  set  about  in  earnest  to  devise  the 
means  of  suppressing  it:  taking  care  al- 
ways as  in  other  instances,  that  in  eradi- 
cating what  is  bad,  we  do  not  injure  what 
is  good,  that  in  removing  one  evil  we  do 
not  introduce  others  of  far  greater  amount, 
But  above  all  things  let  us  be  sure,  that  in 
attempting  change^  with  all  the  dangers  to 
which  change  is  Uable;  particularly  in  a 
machine  so  delicate,  so  complicated,  whose 
movements  can  be  so  little  defined,  and 
are  so  imperfectly  understood,  as  those  of 
the  British  constitution ;  we  are  not  pro- 
eeeding  ipon  assumptions,  which  we  our- 
selves at  the  moment  suspect  to  be  false^ 


and  which  we  adopt  rather  in  compliance 
with  the  clamour  »f  persons  out  of  doors, 
than  in  conformity  to  our  own  sober,  deli- 
berate, and  unbiassed  judgment. 

It  is  in  fact  in  deference  to  the  former 
of  these  motives,  that  is  to  say,  to  the 
voice  of  what  is  called  the  public,  that 
the  adoption  of  the  measure  now  propo5ed 
is  principally  urged <  And  this  being  the 
case,  it  is  in  a  more  especial  manner  in- 
cumbent upon  us,  (o  consider  what  is  the 
nature  of  this  call,  by  what  causes  it  has 
been  excited,  with  what  circumstances  it 
is  combined,  and  from  what  classes  and 
descriptions  of  persons  it  chiefly  proceeds. 
It  would  be  the  height  of  weakness  and 
folly  in  any  case  to  adopt  a  great  political 
measure,  without  considering  something 
more  than*the  mere  measure  itself,  without 
looking  to  the  right  and  to  the  left,  and  in- 
quiring what  consequences  it  was  likely, 
or  liable,  to  produce  beyond  those  imme- 
diately in  view. 

We  have  been  told  that  this  measure 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  great  question 
of  Parliamentary  Reform.  If  this  be  so, 
we  have  all  been  under  a  strange  miscon- 
ception, fpr,  with  one  exception  only,  not 
a  gentleman  has  spoken  upon  the  measure 
on  either  side,  or  in  any  stage  of  its  pro- 
gress, who  has  treated  the  subject  upon  any 
other  footing.  It  would  in  fact  be  the 
grossest  perverseness  or  folly  to  consider 
this  measure,  otherwise  than  as  arisiog  out 
of  the  temper  and  fashion  of  the  times, 
and  out  of  that  wild  rase,  which  has  sud- 
denly seized  us  j  nobody  knows  why  or 
wherefore ;  for  pulling  to  pieces  tlie  go- 
vernment and  constitution.  It  is  one  of 
the  small,  leading  steps,  which  it  is  hoped, 
may  in  time  be  made  ir^roductory  of  that 
purpose  :  one  of  the  early  symptoms,  the 
nrst  ^eruptive  pustule  that  indicates  the 
presence  of  the  disease.  The  disease  itself 
IS  however  denied ;  and  we  are  required 
to  believe,  that  the  whole  of  the  present 
cry  originates  in  nothing,  but  in  the  abuses 
recently  discovered  in  the  business  of  the 
Duke  of  York. 

The  amount  of  these  discoveries  is,  that 
the  mistress  of  a  man  in  power  had  received 
money  for  the  use  of  the  influence,  which 
she  had,  or  pretended  to  have,  in  procuring 
places  and  appointments.  This,  if  it  stood 
alone,  would  be  an  odd  reason  for  arraign- 
ing the  government,  or  even  for  arraigning 
the  person  himself :  and  as  for  participa- 
tion or  connivance,  though  there  are  per- 
sons who  acpuse  the  Duke  of  both  of  these^ 
their  numbers  are  few^  (speaking  always 
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of  those  whose  qualifications  for  judging 
are  such  as  to  make  their  judgment  of  any 
value,)  and  even  of  those  tew,  fewer  still 
think  that  their  suspicions,  whether  true  or 
false,  admit  of  any  sufficient  proof.  Yet 
with  'all  this,  such  is  the  surprize  excited 
in  this  country  by  any  suspicion  evefn,  of 
conuption  in  persons  of  high  rank  and 
station,  and  such  the  commotion  which  it 
never  fails  to  create,  that  the  Duke  of 
York,  a  member  of  the  royal  family,  the 
king's  own  son,  in  full  possession  of  his 
father's  favour,  and  of  the  respect  and 
good  will  of  the  greater  part  of  the  nation, 
is  fain  to  quit  the  situation  of  commander 
in  chief,  which  he  has  held  with  credit  for 
fourteen  years  and  more,  and  to  withdraw 
into  retirement,  sooner  than  run  the  risk 
of  the  steps,  whicb  parliament,  it  is  feared, 
would  otherwise  be  induced  to  take. 

Can  any  man  in  his  senses  suppose,  that 
an  instance  like  this  was  calculated  to  in- 
spire the  country  with  a  distrust  of  its  go- 
vernment, or  to  exdite  a  desire  of  new- 
modelling  its  parliament,  as  being  too 
submissive  to  the  wishes  of  the  court? 
We  must  look  to  other  motives  and  pur- 
poses ;  to  which  the  present  bill  is  meant 
to  serve  as  an  instrument,  and  for  which 
the  business  of  the  Duke  of  York  is  made  to 
•erve  as  a  pretext,  being  after  all,  it  must 
be  confessed,  a  very  flimsy  and  sorry  one. 

Upon  what  principle  is  it  that  we  are 
told,  that  it  is  to  libel  the  people  of  Eng- 
land to  say,  that  there  are  among  them 
thousands  and  thousands  who  wish  the 
destruction  of  the  present  orders  of  things, 
and  who  are  labouring  night  and  day  to 
carry  into  effect  that  laudable  purpose.? 
And  with  what  decency,  it  may  be  added, 
id  this  libel  charged  upon  us  by  those,  who 
are  every  day  libelling  this  house,  and  all- 
the  higher  orders  of  the  state,  in  the  gross- 
est and  most  unmeasured  terms?  VVhy  is 
it  more  a  libel  than  to  say,  that  there  are 
among  the  people  of  England  robbers, 
murderers,  and  housebreakers,  and  oftend- 
ers  of  aH  descriptions,  and  who,  numerous 
as  they  are>  would  show  themselves  in 
much  greater  nurjbers,  if  the  fear  of  the 
law  did  not  keep  them  down?  Are  there 
not  as  powerful  motives,  passions  as  fierce 
apd  strong,  and  interests  as  tempting  and 
urgent,  to  arm  men  for  the  overthrow  of  all 
gbverhment,  as  there  are  to  incite  tUem  to 
anyotheractof  violence?  There  is nogovern- 
niebt,  bad  or  good,  that  can  boast  of  owing 
its  stability  (or  quiet  at  least)  to  any  other 
cause,  than  to  the  difficulty  and  danger 
which  is  opposed  to  every  attempt  to  sub- 


vert it.  Let  but  the  project  be  easy,  let 
but  hopes  be  entertained  of  its  success,  and 
thousands  will  be  found,  who  from  motives 
of  different  sorts, — some  from  folly,  and 
some  from  wickedness ;  some  because 
they  know  not  what  they  are  about, 
some  because  tfiey  do  know;  some  as 
knaves  and  more  as  dupes ;  many  from 
motives  of  interest,  and  more  from  mo- 
tives of  passion ;  some  because  they  hate 
one  part  of  the  establishment,  and  others 
because  they  hate  another ;  some  as  mera. 
fanatics,  and  because  they  have  en- 
tangled their  (commonly)  moderate  under- 
standings in  speculations  to  which  they  are 
wholly  unequal;  others  from  mere  rest- 
lessness and  love  of  something  to  do;  but 
far  the  greater  part,  from  some  species  of 
bad  passion  or  other,  (not  excluding  of 
course  those  most  powerili]  and  general 
ones,  vanity  and  love  of  distinction,)  arc 
desirous  of'^  seeing  some  great  change  in 
the  order  of  things  as  they  find  it  estab- 
lished: not  all  of  *them  by  any  means 
desiring  a  change  of  the  same  sort  or  to 
the  same  extent :  Oh,  no  !  but  alt  of  them 
a  change  suited  to  their  several  views,  and 
pr.oportioned  to  their  several  interests  and 
situations.  My  hon.  friend,  the  author  of 
the  measure,  and  a  great  landed  proprietor, 
thinks  that  there  would  be  signal  advan- 
tage in  a  change  which  would  throw  more 
weight  into  the  scale  of  the  landed  inte- 
rest. Another  hon.  friend  of  mine,  like- 
wise a  great  landed  proprietor,  is  of  opi- 
nion, that  those,  who  can  only  purchase 
their  seats,  are  intent  upon  nothing  but 
getting  back  their  money.  To  these  are 
opposed  many  gentlemen  of  the  monied 
interest,  who  see  no  reason,  (nor  do  I,  I 
confess,  see  any)  why  they  who  may  have 
paid  a  sum  for  their  seats  onc«  for  all, 
should  be  more  desirous  of  getting  back 
their  money,  ths^n  he  who  has  spent ^  that 
sum,  or  three  times  as  much,  in  a  contested 
popular  election.  I  am  far,  too,  from  being 
convinced  from  any  ob'servations  that  I 
have  made  of  the  conduct  of  men  in  par- 
liament, that  such  in  point  of  fact  is  the 
case.  To  my  apprehension  many  of  those 
w  ho  may  be  suspected  to  have  come  into 
parliament  through  these  condemned  and 
reprobated  ways,  have  been  among  the  most 
upright,  honourable,  and  independent 
members,  that  parliament  has  had  to  boast, 
far  exceeding  others  that  could  be  named, 
who  from  the  money  they  have  spent,  and 
the  interests  they  have  staked,  in  elections 
pretending  to  be  of  higher  account,  have 
only  brought  themselves  to  be  the  mer« 
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slaves  of  popular  opinion,  that  is  to  say, 
of  their  own  future  hopes,  in  the  places 
which  they  represent.  Many  of  the 
former  description,  from  the  class  to  which 
for  the  most  part  they  belong,  will  be  of 
opinion^  probably,  that  the  best  improve- 
ment would  be  that  which  conspires  best 
with  the  seneral  change  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  and  by  taking 
something  from  the  old  and  obsolete  privi-^ 
leges  of  the  landed  aristocracy,  the  bar- 
barous remains  of  feudal  times,  gives  a  free 
scope  to  men  who  owe  their  wealth,  not 
to  dull  hereditary  descent,  but  to  their 
own  enterprize  and  industry,  and  have 
grown  rich  by  means  that  have  at  the  same 
time  enriched,  or  otherwise  benefited  the 
country.  But  there  is  a  third  and  more 
numerous  class,  who  looking  with  no  very 
friendly  eye  to  advantages  which  they  do 
not  share,  and  knowing  that  they  have  not 
either  land  or  money,  yet  fully  persuaded 
that  tKey  have  talents,  will  be  for  levelling 
to  the  ground  all  thtse  barriers,  which 
have  hitherto,  as  they  are  firmly  convinc- 
ed, been  the  sole  obstacles  to  their  ad- 
rancc  ment^  and  have  alone  hindered  them 
from  figuring  in  the  first  situations  of  the 
estate.  The  general  rule  will,  I  believd, 
be,  that  each  man's  opinions  will  be 
found  to  lean  to  that  state  of  tilings, 
which  he  conceives  to  be  the  most  favour* 
able  to  his  own  consequence.  Political 
consequence  is  probably  a  far  more  power- 
ful, as  it  is  a  far  more  extensive  motive, 
than  prospects  of  private  advantage.  The 
numbers  may  be  few,  who  can  hope  to 
better  themselves  by  any  chanee,  in  a 
pecuniary  view  :  and  these  will  oi  course 
be  found  in  general  among  persons  of  no 
great  authority  from  their  present  wealth 
or  station.  But  many  will  have  in  their 
minds ;  and  the  highest  in  rank  and  for- 
tune not  less  than  others;  some  scheme 
of  things,  in  whicii  they  may  hope  to  be- 
come more  considerable  in  point  of  general 
consequence.  And  if  such  men  should  be, 
as  they  are  the  most  likely  to  be,  raenjof 
,  ardent  and  daring  minds,  jealous  of  their 
importance,  eager  for  distinction,  impatient 
of  controul,  less  awed  by  the  fear  of  loss 
'  than  sanguine  in  their  hopes  of  gain,  ma- 
terials will  not  be  wanting  for  furnishing 
out  a  revolution  even  from  among  the 
higher  orders ;  in  opposition  to  that  child- 
iih  notion,  so  false  even  in  theory,  and  so 
oontrary  to  all  experience,  that  men  will 
not  engage  in  such  enterprises  who  have 
jnach  to  ,i08e,  or  as  it  is  often  expressed, 
have  a  great  stake  in  the  country.    Here- 


tofore, in  fact,  disturbances  in.  the  state 
were  confined  entirely  to  the  class  that 
had  mach  to  lose,  namely,  to  persons  in 
the  highest  rank  of  society;  and  though, 
since  the  example  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, this  limitation  is  done  away,  and 
the  lottery  of  revolution  thrown  open 
even  to  adventurers  of  the  low^t  deno- 
mination, yet  the  rich  are  not  excluded, 
and  we  see  every  day  that  they  are  not  at 
all  disposed  to  exclude  themselves.  For 
though  the  French  revolution  exhibits  the 
most  striking  example  of  failure,  that  the 
lovers  of  right  could  ever  have  wished  to 
th^  authors  of  wrong;  yet  this  failure  re- 
lates only  to  the  professed  objects,  the 
peace  and  happiness  and  liberty  of  roan- 
kind.  In  other  respects,  and  with  rela- 
tion to  the  views  and  interests  of  indivi- 
dual reformers,  who,  in  truth  and  fact, 
trouble  themselves  but  little  with  the 
peace  and  happiness  and  liberty  of  man- 
kind, the  example  is  most  encouraging; 
and  particularly  with  respect  to  those,  woo 
are  not  likely  to  be  deterred  by  personal 
risk ;  for  nothing  can  show  so  strikingly 
the  facility  with  which  the  object  can  be 
accomplished,  and  with  which  men  from 
the  lowest  stations  may  be  lifted  suddenly 
to  the  hiffhest.  This  is  all  that  is  wanted  ; 
for  give  but  the  chance'of  success,  even  a 
very  indifferent  chance,  and  thousands  will 
not  be  wanting,  high  and  low,  to  engage  in 
the  undertaking,  ^d  to  labour  with  all  the 
restless  activity  and  increasing  industry, 
with  which*  we  see  the  work  carrying  on 
at  this  instant. 

Still  the  means  must  be  supplied. 
They  cannot  make  bricks  without  straw. 
Even  these  reformers  or  revolutionists, 
numerous  as  they  are,  and  strenuous  as 
their  exertions  are,  cannot  make  a  revolu- 
tion of  themselves,  nor  by  their  utmost 
efibrts  throw  the  country  off  that  happy 
basis,  on  which  it  has  rested  for  sq  many 
centuries,  an  object  of  admiration  and, 
envy,  and  never  more  so  than  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  The  great  mass  of  the  com- 
munity is,  no  doubt,  against  them :  but  in- 
dustry and  perseverance  may  do  much. 
Those  who  would  never  listen  to  such  a 
proposal  in  its  full  extent,  may  yet  be 
drawn  in  by  degrees. 

Formerly,  that  is  to  say,  some  five  and 
twenty  years  arro,  the  attempt  was  made 
through  the  meaium  of  mere  abstract  rea- 
soning. Incredible  as  it  may  seem,  the 
idea  was  entertained,  as  I  should  say  of 
overturning  the  government,  but  as  even 
the  authors  of  the  attempt  must  say>  of 
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totally  changing  the .  cotostitntion  of  par- 
liaqnent,  not  by  pointing  out  any  practical 
grievance  under  which  men  laboured,  but 
by  convincing  them  that  the  whole  of,  the 
BritiBh  constitution,  such  as  it  then  existed, 
and  such  as  it  had  existed  for  ages,  was  an 
infraction  upon  the  rights  of  man.  The  no- 
tion, was  new  of  attempting  to  make  a  great 
change  in  the  practical  concerns  of  man- 
kind, by  the  mere  force  of  metaphysical 
reasoning.  But  wild  and  extravagant  as 
such  an  attempt  may  be,  and  littie,  happily, 
as  was  its  final  success  at  the  period  alluded 
to,  we  must  not  speak  too  slightingly  of  it, 
when  we  recollect  what  share  such  notions 
had  in  bringing  about  the  French  revolu- 
tion, of  which  they  ostensibly  made  the 
basis.  At  the  end  of  1 2  or  14  centuries, 
the  French  monarchy,  at  the  moment  of  its 

freatest  mildness,  and  wh^  all  thtit  was 
arsh  and  odious  in  it  was  daily  wearing 
away,  was  overthrown,  with  all  the  circum- 
stances which  we  have  witnessed^  ostensi- 
bly by  the  mere  force  oC  metaphysical 
reasoning,  and  what  is  more  humiliating,  if 
not  more  extraordinary,  by  metaphysical 
reasoning  of  the  most  contemptible  sort ! 
This  mode  however  has  now  lost  much  of 
its  efikacy,  and  has  got  to  be  rather  out  of 
fashion.  In  seeking  to  imbody  the  natural 
and  unavoidable  discontents  of  mankind 
for  the  purpose  of  overturning  govern- 
ments, which  is  the  general  description  of 
what  I  should  understand  by  Jacobinism,  it 
has  become  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 
something  more  solid  and  substantial  than 
mere  grievances  of  theory,  and  to  take  the 
discontents  arising  from  real  causes,  whe- 
ther the  discontents  themselves  be  reason- 
able or  not,  and  then  to  connect  these  with 
something  either  in  the  frame  or  practice  of 
the  government.  The  dii^conients  you  are 
sure  of.  They  can  never  be  wanting,  as 
long  as  men  are  men.  Since  the  days  of  qui 
JU  Me^anas,  down  to  the  present  moment, 
few  have  ever  been  found,  who  were  so  con- 
tented with  their  lot,  whether  chosen  by 
themselves,  or  cast  upon  them  by  Provi- 
dence, ut  ilia  conicnti  vivaru  :  and  if  they 
cannot  be  said ,  Umdare  diversa  sequeroes,  they 
at  least  think  that  their  own  situation  is 
not  so  good  as  it  ought  to  be,  or  as  a  little 
<>hange  would  make  it.  In  a  country  like 
this,  where  a  great  portion  of  our  immense 
riches  is  paid  in  contribution  to  the  public 
service,  no  man  will  ever  think  himself  as 
rich  a^  b^  ought  to  be:  for  though  the 
wealth  of  the  country  has  increased  in  full 
proportion,  I  believe,  to  its  burthens,  that  is 
to  say,  to  iu  expenses :  and  though  there 
Vol.  XIV. 


never  was  a  time  when-  that  wealth  was 
more  evenly  diilused  through  all  ranks  and 
classes  of  people,  yet  as  luxury  has  in* 
creased  in  at  least  an  equal  proportion, 
every  man  may  in  some  sense  continue  to 
feel  himself  poor,  inasmuch  as  the  interval 
will  not  be  increased  between  his  income 
and  his  expenditure.  Because,  let  his 
wealth  be  what  it  will,  if  his  expences 
increase  in  such  a  way  as  to  continue  to 
press  equally  upon  the  bounds  of  his  in- 
come, he  will  never  be  a  bit  richer,  with 
respect  to  any  disposable  surplus,  but 
will  be  equally  under  the  necessity  of 
parting  with  some  article  of  pride  or  en* 
joymeijt  which  he  wishes  to  keep,  when- 
ever he  is  called  upon  for  any  contribution 
to  the  service  of  the  state.  It  is  therefore 
the  singular  and  tifielancholy  character- 
istic of .  the  state  of  poverty  here  de- 
scribed, that  it  is  one  which  riches  cannot 
cure.  In  common  cases  if  a  man  be  poor, 
give  him  money  enough,  and  he  is  poor  no 
longer.  But  here' wc  may  almost  say,  that 
the  richer  the  nation  is,  the  poorer  it  is* 
It  is  in  vain  that  wealth  is  pouring  in  from 
every  quarter,  and  through  an  endless 
variety  of  channels ;  that  it  is  not  confined, 
as  national  wealth  in  truth  never  can  be» 
to  particular  persons  or  classes,  but  is  dif- 
fused throughy)ut  with  wonderful  exactness; 
or  rather  in  larger  measure,  in  fact,  to  the 
lower  and  middling  orders;  that  fo- 
reigners, resorting  hither,  cannot  behold 
without  astonishment  a  display  of  wealth 
and  enjoyment,  unknown  at  any  former 
time,  or  in  any  other  country ;  that  we  ara 
reproached  every  day  from  the  continent 
with  our  opulence  and  prosperity  as  con- 
trasted with  the  penury  and  mbery  of  other 
countries ;  and  are  regarded  with  greedy 
eyes  by  the  master  of  all  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope, as  a  mine  of  wealth,  which  he  is 
longing  only  to  get  possession  of;  all  this 
while  we,  who  know  these  things  better, 
are  representing  ourselves',  as  a  distressed, 
oppressed,  burthened,  and  above  all,  im- 
poverished nation. 

In  the  midst  of  this,  there  is  nevertheless 
one  remedy,  which,  if  men  could  resolve  to 
take  it,  would  do  away,  as  by  a  charm,  all 
this  dreadful  state  of  poverty,  and  restore 
them  in  an  instant  to  a  condition  of  ease  and 
affluence.~^It  seems  like  quackery  to  sup- 
pose the  existence  of  such  a  noiinm,  but 
it  is  explained  in  two  words — Let  every 
man  resolve  to  live  with  no  greater  mea- 
sure of  enjoyments  than  his  father  did  be- 
fore him,  than  people  of  the  same  rank 
and  class  did  forty  years  ago.    I  do  not 
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ask  that  they  sboald  lay  oat  only  the  ftame 
money :  The  same  money  would  not  now 
procjire  the  same  enjoyments  :  but  that 
tkey  should  only  require  the  same  enjoy- 
ments. Let  those  who  formerly  walked 
•n  foot,  be  content  to  walk  on  foot  now, 
and  forego  the  use  of  a  horse,  when  the 
price  too  of  a  horse  and  the  expence  of 
keeping  one  are  so- much  greater.  Let 
those  whose  means  extended  no  further 
than  to  the  keeping  a  horse,  be  willing  to 
go  back  to  that  indulgence,  and  dispose  of 
their  gigs  and  whiskeys  and  tandems,  now, 
too,tha  t  every  article  of  that  sort  has  risen  to 
sucb  an  enormous  amount.  Let  the  former 
ridei-s  in  gigs  and  whiskeys  and  one-horsed 
carriages,  continue  to  ride  in  them,  and  not 
aspire  to  be  rolling  a^ut  in  post-chaises 
or  barouches,  or  often  both  in  tlie  one  and 
the  other.  By  this  simple  expedient, 
pursued,  ntutatis  mutandis,  through  every 
class  of  the  comiAunity,  one  may  Tentore 
to  say ;  speaking  always  of  persons  whose 
misfortunes  or  imprudences  have  not  re- 
duced them  already  to  actual  distress;  that, 
nine  tenths  of  these  who  fil  I  the  country  wit  h 
lamentations  of  their  distress,  all  but  the 
holders  of  fixed  incomes  of  an  early  date, 
or  persons  in  the  lowest  class  of  labourers, 
will  find  themselves  instantly  in  a  state  of 
eiase  and  affluence,  fully  able  to  satisfy  all 
the  demand^of  the  state,  and  to  lay  by 
something  as  a  future  provision  for  their 
families. 

But  as  the  expedient,  we  are  sure,  what- 
ever its  merits  may  be,  will  .never  be 
adopted,  there  will  for  ever  remain,  in 
the  feeling  excited  by  the  payment  of 
taxes,  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  discontent 
of  force  sufficient  to  produce  any  effect 
desired,  provided  means  can  be  found  to 
give  it  a  proper  direction.  This  is  the 
^reat  work  on  which  the  artificers  of  revo- 
lution are  at  present  employed.  They  say 
to  the  people,  you  are  all  sensible  of  the 
burthens  under  which  you  labour:  you 
all  dislike  the  payment  of  ta^fes.  Now 
what  is  it  that  cajrries  the  taxes  to  this  imi 
mense  amount?  A  common -man  would 
say,  the  immense  amount  of  the  civil  and 
military  establishments  of  a  srreat  empire 
extending  over  half  the  world  ;  the  num- 
bers of  civil  officers  necessary  to  carry  on 
its  business  in  time  of  peace,  and  the  armies 
and  navies,  with  all  their  attendant  traii^of 
expenses,  to  provide  for  its  security  in  case 
of  war.  But,  No,  say  the  band  of  patriots 
here  alluded  to,  the  objects  here  stated 
are,  to  be  sure,  such  as  cannot  be  provided 
for  but  at  considerable  expense.    Wars 


ctmiot  be  ctrrM  en,  amies  and  navies 
cannot  be  maintained,  without  money* 
But  tbeae  expenses  alone  might  weU  he 
borne:  what  sinks  the  oonntry  is  the  waste- 
iul  expenditure  of  the  public  money  in 
jobs  and  corruption,  in  sinecure  placci 
and  pensions.  It  is  the  abuses  that  ondo 
us :  tlie  abases  that  we  must  correct :  and 
as  it  is  parliament  that  sanctions,  if  it  is 
not  itself  the  great  seat  of,  the  abuses,  it  is 
parliament  that  we  must  correct  and  reform. 

The  argument  is  perfectly  regular,  and 
the  conclusion  inevitable,  if  you  admit 
the  seveial  antecedent  positions  on  which 
it  is  made  to  rest.  The  statement  contains 
in  it  too  all  that  is  necessary  to  give  it  ef- 
fect. A  willing  audience  will  never  bt 
wanting  to  statements  which  hold  out  a 
hope  of  exempting  men  from  the  necessity 
of  paying. — Oqcc  persuade  them  that  all 
their  payments  and  burdens  are  the  con- 
sequence of  abuse  or  mismanagement  in 
some  part  of*  the  government,  and  yoQ 
produce  a  state  of  feeling  adequate  to  al- 
uHMt  any  purpose  for  which  it  can  be 
wanted.  Taxes  and  abuses,joined,  generate 
a  kind  of  expansive  force,  that  will  burst 
asunder  even  the  best  compacted  govern- 
ments. The  abuses,  too,  serve  to  give  a  d  i- 
rectionto  the  discontent  and  angry  feeling, 
produced  in  the  first  instance  by  the  taxes. 
They  stand  in  the  place  of  the  abstract 
rights  of  a  few  years  ago,  and  are  the  last 
improvement  made  in  the  machine  for 
overturning  states,  from  which  it  is  con- 
ceived to  derive  a  much  greater  hefl  and 
purchase,  than  in  its  old  form  of '  taxes  and 
the  rights  of  man.' 

A  number  of  persons  are  accordingly  in 
a  constant  state  of  active  search,  prying 
about  among  the  establishments,  and  wind- 
ing round  like  a  wood -pecker  round  a  tree,ia 
the  hopes  of  finding  some  unsound  part  into 
which  they  may  stri  ke  their  beaks  and  begin 
to  work  :  but  not  like  the  honest  wood- 
pecker, who  is  only  in  search  of  the  grubs 
and  worms  on  which  to  make  a  meal,  and 
is  at  least  indifferent  as  to  the  fate  of  the 
tree.  They  on  the  contrary  only  tako 
the  grubs  and  worms  for  their  pretext,  and 
have  for  their  ultimate  object,  to  open 
a  hole,  into  which  the  wet  and  ibt  rot 
nray  enter,  and  by  which  the  tree,  tb^ 
British  oak,  (a  beautiful  shafl  of  1  know 
not  how  many  load,  and  the  growth  of 
ages)  may  decay  and  perish.  Did  their 
labour  really  termjnatt  in  their  professed 
purpose,  did  they  really  mean  only  to  pick 
off  the  vermin  that  prey  upon  the  state, 
they  might  be  a»  astral  aa  crows  and  jack- 
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4ftwt  to  a  flock  of  sheep :  or  sfaoald  share 
the  higher  honour^  which  are  paid,  in 
countries  infested  by  locusts,  to  the  bird 
that  rids  them  of  that  destructive  insect. 
But  to  merit  these  honours,  their  endea- 
vours qaust  be  directed  to  far  dififerent  ob- 
jects, be  carried  on  in  a  very  different  man- 
ner, and  be  dictated  by  £ir  different  mo- 
tives. 

Lei  as  consider  what  it  is  that  is  com- 
prehended under  this  general  head  of 
abases,  which  forms  the  great  instrument 
whereby  the  discontents  of  a  country  are 
made  subservient  to  the  destruction  of  its 
government;  which  collects  and  com- 
pounds the  separate  elements  of  dissatisfac- 
tion, to  be  found  floating  in  society,  so  as 
to  prepare  them  for  those  grand  explo- 
sions by  which  states  are  overthrown. 

By  abuses  is  meant,  1  suppose,  either  the 
mbuse  of  patronage,  the  granting  to  favour, 
mIkctioA,  or  interest,  what  ought  to  be  grant* 
ed  only  to  merits  and  services ;  or  secondly, 
the  purloining,  embeazling  or  corruptly 
applying  the  public  money.  Let  us  en- 
deavour to  ascertain  how  much  of  either  of 
these  species  of  abuse  exists :  how  much  of 
them  is  to  be  charged  to  government : 
mud  how  much,  in  any  event,  is  likely  to 
be  corrected  by  what  is  called  a  Reform 
ef  Parliament. 

As  to  the  last  of  these  heads  of  abuse,  the 
purloining  or  embezzling  of  the  public 
money ;  by  which  must  be  understood  the 
transi'erring,  by  false  accounts  or  other- 
wise, into  the  pocket  of  the  individual, 
what  waft  intended  for  the  public  service  ; 
I  suppose  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say, 
that  the  idea  of  such  an  offence  as  existing 
among  those  who  constitute  what  can 
with  any  propriety  be  called  the  govern* 
metit,  could  be  generated  only  in  the 
gross  imaginations  of  persons  totally  igno- 
rant of  the  principles  and  motives  by 
which  men  in  such  situations  must  of 
necessity  be  actuated.  It  is  not  a  question 
of  their  virtue  or  probity ;  but  of  their 
feelings,  habits,  manners,  and  prudence. 
They  may  be,  as  they  often  are,  mer- 
cenary, selfish,  rapacious,  unprincipled. 
But  it  is  not  in  acts  like  those  alluded  to, 
that  these  dispositions  will  show  them* 
selves,  eyen  in  the  persons  who  feel  them 
most.  It  might  as  well  be  supposed,  that 
they  could  seek  to  enrich  themselves  by 
coaveying  awa^  a  diamond  souff-box, 
or  pilfering  guin^  out  of  a  drawer. 
Nothing  cao  prove  more  clearly  the  degree 
to  which  this  is  true,  than  the  commotion 
excited  and  the  effects  produced  by  any 


appearance  of  irregularity  even  of  a  minof 
sort,  ankong  persons  in  higher  stations,  in 
transactions  connected  with  the  adminis* 
tration  of  money. 

With  respect  to  the  abuse  of  patronage, 
one  of  those  by  whirh  the  interests  of 
countries  will  in  reality  most  sufler,  I  per-^ 
fectly  agree,  that  it  is  likewise  one,  of  which 
the  government  properly  so  called,  that 
is  to  say,  persons  in  the  highest  ofiices,  are 
as  likely  to  be  guilty,  and  from  their  op« 
portunities,  more  likely  to  be  guihy  thai| 
any  others.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
greediness,  the  selfishness,  the  insatiable 
voracity,  the  profligate  disregard  of  alt 
ctaiiu^  fixim  merit  or  services,  that  we 
often  see  in  persons  in  high  official  stations, 
when  providing  for  themselves,  their 
relations  or  dependants.  I  am  as  littlt 
disposed  as  any  one  to  defend  them  in 
this  conduct.  Let  it  be  reprobated  in 
terras  as  harsh  as  any  one  pleases,  and 
much  more  than  it  commonly  is.  But  the 
evil  from  them  is  necessarily  limited,  not 
possibly  by  their  desires,  but  by  the  extent 
to  which  those  desires  are  capable  of  being 
carried.  They  can  eat  no  more  than  their 
stomachs  can  contain.  The  list  is  small  of 
those  immediately  connected  with  them» 
nor  is  the  number  unlimited  ^  those  whan^ 
they  may  wish  to  serve  from  motives  of 
vanitv  or  interest.  When  the  leech  is  full 
it  will  drop  ofl'of  itself. 

But  what  shall  set  bounds  to  those 
streams  of  abuse  that  take  their  rise  among 
the  people  themselves?  Let  us' trace  the 
genealegy  ;  the  birth,  parentage,  and  edo* 
cation,  of  nine  tenths  of  the  jobs  that  are 
done  in  the  army  and  navy,  or  in  the  other 
departments  of  the  state,  and  see  from  what 
they  originate,  and  in  what  manner  they  ar^ 
brought  forward.  A  gentleman  at  the  eve 
of  a  general  election,  or  on  swne  vacancy 
in  a  borough  or  county,  is  addressed  by 
some  ojie  who  Js,  or,  who,  he  hopes,  will 
be  his  constituent,  some  full-grown  manu^ 
facturer,  or  opulent  brewer,  or  attorney  in 
great  practice,  who  says,  *  You  know  my  sou 
Tom,  who  is  in  the  navy.  He  has  been  fc^ 
some  time  a  lieutenant,  I  should  be  very 
glad,  if  you  would  get  him  made  Master  and 
Commander.'  Tlie  candidate  or  member 
bows  assent,  (Mr.  Such-a-one  isnotaman  to 
be  disobliged,)  he  speaks  to  his  firiend  the 
minister^  the  minister  speaks  to  the  first 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and,  without  fbr<* 
ther  inquiry  the  thing  is  done ;  nobody  be* 
ing  able  to  divine,  of  those  who  are  no^ 
in  the  secret,  and  only  knew  our  son  Tom 
professionally,  for  which  of  his  good  qna« 
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lilies  or  mencofions  actions  be  has  been 
made,  so  much  out  of  his  turn,  and  over  tbe 
heads  of  so  many  old  and  deserving  officers, 
a  master  and  commander. — Here  then  is  a 
complete  job,  passing  through  several  suc- 
cessive stages,  and  disgraceful  enough  in 
its  progress  to  all  the  parties  concerned  in 
it,  inciudingthe  member,  the  minister,  and 
the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  but  cer- 
tainly not  ej-cluding  the  constituent,  the 
corrupt  constituent,  who  is  no  member  of 
the  government  high  or  low,  hut  one  of 
the  people,  and  the  prime  author  and 
mover  of  the  wbole.  When  this  consti- 
tuent shall  hereafter  reproach  his  member, 
as  one  of  a  body  that  is  all  corrupt,  com- 
posed of  persons  who  think  of  nothing 
but  their  own  interests,  without  any  re- 
gard to  the  interest  of  the  country,  the 
member  may  possibly  be  able  to  reply : 
^*  The  most  corrupt  act  I  ever  was  ffuiity  of 
was  that  scandalous  job  by  which  I  bought 
your  vote  and  interest,  when,  contrary  to 
all  right  and  justice,  I  procured  your  son 
to  be  made  a  master  and  commander/^ 

We  have  here  the  history  of  a  job,  which 
though  springing  from  a  root,  that  lies 
totally  among  the  peopIe>  is  supposed  not 
to  confine  itself  to  the  place  of  its  original 
growth,  but  to  extend  into  the  parliament, 
and  into  the  executive  government.  With 
a  view,  however,  of  shewing  the  temper  of 
•ome  of  these  declaimers  against  abuses, 
let  us  take  another  case,  (not  more  diffi- 
puU,  1  hope,  to  be  met  with),  where,  after 
inquiry  made,  either  the  member,  or  the 
minister,  or  the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
has  virtue  enough  to  say,  that  the  pre- 
tensions and  merits  of  the  person  in  ques- 
tion are  so  small,  and  the  injustice  of  pro- 
moting him  would  be  so  great,  that  in  spite 
of  all  the  wish  that  one  of  them  necessa- 
rily has  to  promote  his  own  success,  and 
the  others  may  have  to  promote  the  suc- 
cess of  an  important  parliamentary  friend 
and  adherent,  and  much  as  it  may  even  be 
their  duty  to  promote  by  all  honest  means 
the  success  of  one,  whose  conduct  in  par- 
liament is  likely  to  be  what  they  think 
right,  they  feel  it  impossible  to  comply 
with  the  a{>plication  that  has  been  made. 
Is  it  quite  certain,  is  it  quite  a  matter  of 
course  that  the  author  of  the  application, 
this  inveigher  against  the  corruptioi^s  of 
the  times,  is  satisfied  with  this  answer; 
that  he  does  not  turn  away  with  a  sulky 
look  from  his  late  friend,  and  without 
disputing  at  all  the  truth  of  the  reasons 
on  which  the  refusal  is  founded,  of  which 
he  perhaps  was  morp  fully  aware  than  any 


other  person^  or  which  he  does  not  con** 
skier  as  being  any  thing  to  the  purpose, 
that  he  does  not  signify  ia  plain  teroMU  that 
his  Mile  is  to  '  serve  those  who  serve  him ;' 
and  from  that  moment  does  not  transfer 
himself  and  all  those  whose  votes  he  com* 
niandM.  to  the  other  side,  taking  what  iscalled 
the  independent  line,  and  exhibiting  him- 
self among  the  first  bawlers  against  tha 
corruptions  of  the  great, '  who  think  of  no- 
thing but  their  own  private  interests  ^ 

Here  at  least  is  an  instance  of  abuse, 
which  while  it  begins  with  one  of  the  peo- 
ple, ends  there,  likewise,  and  does  not  touch 
the  government  or  the  parliament  at  all. 
And  such,  we  may  venture  to  say,  is  the 
case  of  nine- tenths,  or  rather  ninety-nine 
hundredths  of  the  abuses  complained  of. 
The  whole  country,  it  is  said,  is  full  of 
abuses,  from  top  to  bottom.  I  believe  so : 
with  this  correction,  that  the  description 
would  be  more  just  if  we  were  to  say  from 
bottom  to  top ;  it  being  here  as  in  other 
media,  the  parts  of  which  are  left  to  move 
freely,  that  the  lower  strata  are  the  denser 
and  grosser,  and  that  they  become  rarer 
and  purer,  the  higher  you  ascend. 

We  have  already  seen  to  what  soarce 
may  be  traced  the  greater  part  of  the  abuse 
of  patronage,  an  abuse,  which  with  the 
others  is  to  be  cured,  I  suppose,  by  the 
favourite  remedy,  an  extension  of  the  re- 
presentation, that  is,  by  multiplying  a  hun- 
dred fold  the  chief  causes  to  which  it  is  to 
be  at  present  ascribed.  But  if  of  this  tba 
far  greater  part  is  found  to  lie  in  the 
people  themselves,  who  cannot  otherwise 
be  brought  to  support  the  very  govern- 
ment which  they  thus  reproach  for  yield- 
ing to  their  venality,  what  shall  we  say  of 
those  abuses,  more  properly  so  caUed,  and 
upon  which  the  people  are  much  more 
intent,  though  they  are  really  perhaps 
less  important,  viz.  the  various  instances  of 
fraud,  embezzlement,  peculation,  and  im- 
position, by  which  the  expenditure  of 
the  country  is  swelled  far  beyond  its 
natural  size,  and  a  million  or  two  possibly 
taken  from  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
over  and  above  what  the  real  exigencies 
of  the  country  require  >  This  is  the  part 
that  we  chiefly  hear  of ;  and  very  proper 
it  is  that  we  should  bear  of  it ;  but  let 
us  take  care  that  we  impute  the  blame 
to  the  right  quarter,  that  we  put  the 
saddle  on  the  right  horse.  With  what 
approach  to  truth  or  propriety  do  we 
speak  of  these  abuses,  as  abuses  in  the 
government  ?  Who  are  the  persons  whom 
vye  meai^  to  designate  under  the  name  of 
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Government  ?  What  are  the  abuses  com- 
plained of  ?  and  by  what  description  of 
persons  are  they  romniitted?  Is  it  an 
abuse  in  the  government,  that  is,  in  the 
members  of  the  cabinet,  and  the  persons 
holding  high  offices,  including  if  yon 
please  the  Parliament,  that  a  store-keeper, 
or  commissary  in  the  West  Indies,  or  in 
Ceylon,  embezzles  the  public  stores,  or 
sends  in  false  accounts,  by  which  the  pub- 
lic is  defrauded  ?  Is  it  corruption  in  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  in  the 
ministry  or  parliament  collectively,  that 
gross  frauds  are  daily  and  hourly  practised 
on  the  revenue  ;  that  the  taxes  are  eluded  ; 
that  false  returns  are  made ;  that  excise 
»od  custom-house  officers  are  perpetually 
bribed  to  betray  their  trust;  that  the  tribes 
of  officers,  high  and  low,  at  home  and 
abroad,  of  more  denominations  than  can 
b&  enumerated,  which  an  empire  like  this 
is  obliged  to  employ  in  its  service,  are 
often  more  intent  upon  advancing  their 
own  fortunes,  than  upon  discharging  their 
duty  or  guarding  the  interests  of  the 
public;  and  that  all  those,  not  being  per- 
sons in  office,  with  whom  the  government 
inust  occasionally  have  dealings,  have  no 
consideration,  but  how  to  make  the  most 
they  can,  and  to  cheat  the  public  by 
every  means  in  their  power  ?  1  shoulc] 
be  glad  to  know,  how  many  of  these 
arraigncrs  of  the  profusion  of  the,  go- 
Temment,  if  they  had  a  piece  of  land  to 
sell  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  barrack 
or  military  hospital,  would  limit  the  price 
they  asked  by  any  other  consideration, 
than  what  they  thought  the  necessity  of 
the  case  would  compel  government  to 
give,  or  would  scruple,  if  they  saw  any  pros- 
pect of  success,  to  bribe  the  barrack  mas- 
ter, or  other  officer,  to  betray  his  trust,  and 
contribute  to  give  effect  to  their  exactions. 
It  is,  in  the  first  place,  perfect  folly  to  t^k 
as  if  the  parliament  and  the  government, 
the  parliament  (being  a  body  that  neither 
in  fact  nor  theory  can  know  any  thing  of 
the  matter,  and  the  government  consisting 
of  some  ten  or  twenty  persons,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  cabinet,  and  a  few  of  the 
heads  of  great  departments)  can  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  individual  conduct  of  the 
thousands  and  thousands  of  subordinate 
officers  and  agents,  who  must  be  employed 
in  the  public  service,  and  who  are  dis- 
tri bated,  far  and  near,  through  all  parts 
of  a  widely  extended  empire :  to  say 
nothing  of  the  fact,  that  the  greater  part 
of  these  are  obtruded  or  palmed  upon 
the  government,  by  persons  not  buing 


themselves  in  any  office,  but  in  the  ttrictatt 
sense  a  part  of  the  people,  and  who  ar« 
thinking  of  nothing  but  to  serve,  by  what- 
ever meabs,  their  own  friends  and  relations; 
In  the  next  place,  these  frauds  committed 
by  persons  within  the  pale  of  the  govern- 
ment are  for  the  most  part  of  a  sort,  that 
imply  a  confederate  without.  Like  other 
acu  which  are  sometimes  blameable,  but 
which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  cannot  bo 
dispensed  with,  they  require  of  necessity 
two  parties.  If  the  exciseman  connives 
at  the  frauds  of  the  breweD  or  the  dis- 
tiller, it  is  the  distiller  and  brewer  by 
whom  he  is  bribed  to  do  so.  If  the  cus- 
tom-house officer  permits  false  entries,  *and 
allows  goods  to  be  imported  or  exported 
without  the  proper  duties,  and  thereby 
affords  an  example  of  an  abuse  committed, 
(if  any  one  chuse  so  to  describe  it,)  by  one 
of  the  government,  meaning  a  custom- 
house officer,  what  are  we  to  say  of  the 
merchant  or  trader,  by  whose  bribe  ha 
has  been  induced  to  do  this  ?  who,  it  can- 
not be  disputed,  is  one  of  the  people  and 
one  of  the  people  merely,  and  very  possi- 
bly, with  the  distiller,  brewer,  or  tea-dealer, 
one  of  those  who  think  that  the  country 
can  never  thrive,  till  a  radical  reform  shall 
have  put  an  end  to  abuses.  The  fact  is, 
that  when  the  matter  comes  to  be  searched 
to  the  bottom,  it  is  the  people  throughout, 
who  are  cheating  the  people ;  the  people 
individually  cheating  the  people  collec- 
tively, and  then  finding  in  their  own  frauds 
and  knaveries  a  reason  for  tearing  to  pieces 
the  government.  How  is  government 
a  party  to  these  frauds  ?  Even  in  respect 
to  patronage,  the  part  in  which  the  govern- 
ment, properly  so  called,  will  be  found 
most  to  oflend,  it  is  not  ascribing  much  to 
persons,  at  the  head  of  departments,  to  sup- 
pose, that  when  their  own  immediate  con- 
nections and  dependents  are  satisfied,  they 
would  be  willing  to  promote  good  men  ra» 
ther  than  bad,  if  they  were  not  controlled 
and  compelled  by  the  insatiable  demands  of 
those,  wnom  they  cannot  disoblige  withoal 
renouncing  the  means  of  'carrying  on  the 
public  service,  and  who  never  thmk  for  a 
moment  of  merit  or  demerit,  or  of  any  thing 
else,  but  of  providing  for  those,  whom,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  they  wish  to  serve. 
So,  in  respect  to  pecuniary  abuse  or  waste, 
it  is  no  great  compliment  to  a  Chaiicellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  suppose  that  he  is 
desirous  of  making  the  taxes  as  productive 
as  possible.  We  need  not  look  to  his  vir- 
tue or  sense  of  duty  as  a  security  for  this 
endeavour.     His  own  interest  will  be  a 
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Mffictcsit  pledgio^  and  particularly  that  in- 
tttrest  which  it  is  roost  the  foshion  to 
throw  in  the  teeth  of  public  men,  namely, 
the  desire  of  keeping  his  office.  The  crime 
of  goreriiment,  therefore,  in  almost  all 
these  instances,  is  that  of  not  being  able, 
with  all  its  efibrts,  animated  even  with  the 
•trongest  sense  of  self  interest,  to  prereot 
t^e  crimes  of  otiiers.  The  people  in  all 
qui^rs  and  by  all  opportunities  are  prey- 
ing upon  the  public,  and  then  make  it  the 
reproach  of  the  government  that  it  has  not 
the  power  k>  prevent  them.  Such  a  re- 
proach mi^ht,it  is  confessed,  be  well  found* 
ed,  if  a  failure  in  the  performance  of  this 
task  on  the  part  of  government,  proceeded 
from  neglect,  remissness,  or  want  of  proper 
xeal.  Bat  besides  that  interest,  as  was 
belbre  observed,  concurs  here  with  duly, 
let  us  see  how  the  matter  stands,  on  a  con- 
sideration of  what  would  be  in  the  power 
of  government,  supposing  exertion  to  be 
pushed  to  the  utmost.  What  is  the  sense 
of  supposing  that  government  must  be  able 
to  do  with  respect  to  the  public,  what 
no  man  is  able  to  do  in  his  own  aOairs  and 
family  ?  Who  is  there  that  can  boast  to 
have  established  a  system  of  superintend- 
ano*  so  complete,  or  to  be  blessed  with  a 
set  of  servants  of  such  rare  honesty  and 
CO  attached  to  his  interest,  as  not  to  leave 
bim  a  prey  to  innumerable  abuses,  greater 
or  less,  in  his  stables,  his  still-room,  his 
kitchen,  his  butler's  pantry,  in  erery  de- 
partment in  short  of  his'  household  ?  If 
this  is  the  case  of  men  acting  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  own  private  affairs,  and 
may  be  predicated,  with  troth  probably,  of 
every  domestic  establishment  in  the  king- 
dom, down  even  to  the  most  limited,  what 
shall  we  say  of  the  reasonableness  of  the  ex- 
pectation, that  any  seal  or  strictness  in 
thirty  or  forty  persons,  (or  in  ten  times 
that  number,)  who  can  be  described  with 
any  propriety  as  forming  the  executive 
government,  shall  be  able  to  exclude 
abuses  from  the  intuimerable  subordinate 
departments,  over  which  they  are  to  pre- 
side ?  The  amount  of  abuse,  be  it  observed, 
incident  to  establishments,  does  not  in- 
crease merely  with  the  size  of  the  estab- 
lishmenttso  as  for  the  abuse  in  larger  estab- 
liobroents  to  bear  the  same  proportion  only 
to  the  establishment  itself,  as  in  smaller 
ones ;  but  rises  at  a  much  greater  rate  ; 
first,  because  the  superintending  power, 
the  number  of  persons  having  a  direct  in- 
terest in  the  well-being  of  the  whole,  can- 
not be  multiplied  in  the  proportion  of  the 
tstabiisbment :    seGoadly^    because    the 


parts  are  further  renM>ved  from  observa* 
tion ;  thirdly,  on  account  of  the  complica- 
tion and  mixture  of  interests  which  in* 
creases  beyond  the  increase  of  the  nurabtr 
of  objects;  and  lastly,  from  the  greater 
laxity  apt  to  prevail  in  respect  to  frauds 
upon  large  funds,  compared  with  what 
may  be  hoped  towards  funds  more  limited. 
We  see  every  day  what  a  total  want  of  feel* 
ing  there  is  about  the  expenditure  of  moneys 
which,  being  money  of  the  public,  seems  to 
belong  to  nobody.  This  iodifierence  about 
expending  willbe  attended  with  a  cor* 
respondent  laxity  in  appix>priating.  As 
the  scale  of  expenditure  becomes  larger, 
the  injury  sustained  by  the  state  from  the 
loss  or  mis-application  of  any  particulaff 
sum  becomes  less  perceptible ;  and  men 
yield  with  more  facility  to  the  argument, 
that  what  is  a  great  deal  to  them  the  coun< 
try  will  never  miss.  This  is  the  morality,  I 
fear,  of  a  large  portion  of  the  nation,  and  I 
am  sure  is  not  least  found  in  those  who  em<* 
phatically  stile  themselves  "  the  people.'^ 
Yet  with  a  system  of  public,  probity  thus 
relaxed,  in  the  midst  of  a  public  thus  dis- 
posed to  prey  upon  itself,  and  upon  a  scala 
of  expenditure  like  that  which  must  of  ne* 
cessity  prevail  in  an  empire  like  this,  it 
is  thought  a  reawn  for  breaking  up  the  go* 
vernment,  that  it  cannot  exclude  abuses 
from  our  establishments,  to  a  degree  which 
few  persons  find  attainable,  in  the  manage* 
ment  even  of  their  own  little  domestic  con* 
cems.  It  is  our  business,  no  doubt,  to  keep 
those  abuses  as  low  as  possible ;  and  the 
more  corrupt  the  public  is,  the  more  are 
such  exertions  necessary :  but,  let  us  not 
complain  that  we  do  not  attain  what  is  not 
attainable,  and  above  all  let  us  understand 
the  fact  truly,  that  the  corruptions  charged 
are,  except  in  a  few  inconsiderable  iot 
stances,  not  the  corrupticHSs  of  the  govern* 
nilbit,  but  the  corruptions  of  the  people, 
which  the  government  is  unable  to  prevent* 
— Having  thus  far  examined  the  nature  of 
the  charges,  let  us  inquire  a  little  whether 
there  is  any  thing  which  vtt  are  bound  to 
yield  to  the  authority  of  those,  by  whom 
they  are  brought  forward.  I  do  not  know 
why  the  members  of  this  house,  or  of 
any  other  body,  are  to  stand  quietly  by, 
and  hear  themselves  stigmatized  coUectiver 
ly  with  all  sorts  of  opprobrious  epithets, 
which  they  do  not  feal  individually  to  de- 
serve, without  so  far  retaliating  Opon  their 
revilers,  as  to  ask  with  submission,  who 
they  are,  who  by  thus  dealing  out  their 
invectives  to  the  risht  and  left,  seem  to 
arrogate  to  themselves  the  «lMracter  of 
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beuig  the  only  honest  men  in  the  workl. 
We  want  to  know  a  little  upon  what  they 
foend  their  pretensions.    After  defending 
ourselves  as  well  as  we  can,  we  may  be 
allowed  to  exert  a  portion  of  the  freedom, 
vbich  they  so  largely  take  with  us^  and 
desire   to    be    informed,    what    are   the 
pledges  which  they  have  given,  what  the 
sacrifices    which    they    have    made,   as 
voachers  for    this    integrity  and   public 
spirit,  which   they  seem  to  consider  as 
found  no  where  but  with  themselves  ?     A 
reputation  for  patriotism  seems  to  re(|uire 
for  the  attainment  of  it  less  than  is  neces- 
sary for  the  acquisition  of  any  other  ob- 
jedr  however  trivial.     Nothing  seems  to 
be  requisite,  but  the  assurance  which  gets 
up  and  says,  I  am  the  .only  honest  man, 
all  others  are  rogues.     Indeed,  the  former 
part,  of    the    declaration    seems   hardly 
to  be  called  for:    if  the  abuse  of  others 
is  sufficietuly  loud  and  general,  the  ho- 
nesty of  the  person  himself  is  assumed  as 
matter  of  course.    No  trial  or  examination 
is  necessary,  no  previous  stock  of  reputa- 
tion, no  evidence  from  former  conduct;  the 
trade  of  a  patriot,  like  that  of  an  attorney  or 
apothecary,  is  of  the  claiis  of  those  which 
may  be  set  up  without  capital.    I  should  be 
glad  to  know,  for  instance,  what  are  the 
sacrifices  which  have  ever  been  made  by 
the  hon.  bart.  (sir  Francis  Burdett)  as  the 
foundation  of  that  high  tane  which  he  as- 
sumes with  respect  to  all  unfortunate  pub- 
Vfc  men  who  have  ever  been  in  office.     I 
am  far  from  meaning  to  insinuate,  let  it 
be  remarked,  that  the  hon.  bart.  would 
not  be  ready,  at  any  time,  to  make  all  the 
sacrifices  to  his  principles  that  could  be 
called  for ;  but  1  mean  to  say,  that  none 
such  having  been  called  for,  none  have  in 
point  of  ftict  been  made.     On  the  contrary 
It  has  so  happened  that  tho  hon.  bart^  has 
gcit  by  his  patriotism,  by  the  natural,  spon- 
taneous, (unlooked-for  if  yoli  please,)  ef- 
fects of  his  patriotism,  all  that  raauy  men 
have  been  willing  to  obtain,  or  have  pur- 
sued without  obtaining,  at  the  expence  of 
half  their  fortunes.      By  this  no   credit 
may  have  been  lost  to  the  honourable  ba- 
rofiet,  but  none  can  be  gained.    Virtue  can 
only  be  proved  by  trials  and  sacrifices. 
A  man  cannot  shew  his  disinterestedness 
by  what  he  gets,   however  honestly  he 
may  come  by  it.     No  one  surely  will  pay 
10  ill  a  compliment  to  the  hon.  baronet 
as  to  give  for  a  proof  of  rare  and   dis- 
tinguished virtue,  that  he  has  never  asked 
a  favour  of  any  minister  either  for  him- 
self or  friend.  '  ijlow  many  might  make 


the  latte  boast;  who  yet  neiripr  thought 
of  inveighiog  against  all  the  rest  of  the 
world  as  corrupt  and  dishonest.  And  aiter 
all  what  does  the  boast  amount  to  ?  With 
respect  to  friends,  the  praise   is   rather 
equivocal.     A  man  may  happen  to  have 
no  one,  who  is  at  once  capable  of  being 
served  by  place  or  appointment,  and  for 
whom  he  is  particularly  anxious.    And  as 
to  office  for  himself,  is  it  known  that  the 
offer  was  ever  made  to  the  hon/  baronet  ^ 
or  that  he  himself  ever  wished  ii  ?   With  a 
large  fortune,  and  all  the  comforts  and 
pleasures  of  life  before  him,- he  may  never 
have  thought  the  pride  or  power  of  office 
a  compensation  for  its   cares  and  con- 
straints, or  even  for  the  privilege  which  he 
now  enjoys  of    railing    at  those. whose 
feelings  upon  that  point  have  been  d\SS6^ 
rent.      The  merit  of  sacrificing  office  can 
alone  be   found  among  those,  for  whom 
office  has  charms ;  and  upon  that  principle 
the  hon.    bart.  must  not  be    surprized, 
though  in  other  respects  he  will  no  doubt, 
if  I  look   for  proofs  of  political  virtue, 
to   be  contrasted    to    any   on    his   part 
in  quarters  from  which  he  would   turn 
with  scorn,  as  the  very  hot-beds  of  all  cor- 
ruption.     What  will  the  friends  of  the 
hon.  bart.  say,  when  they  hear  me  ^K>te 
for  my  instance,  the  conduct  of  Mr.  ritt  ? 
The  general  career  of  Mr.  Pitt's  political 
life,  and  his  administration  of  the  afi^irsoft 
this  countrj'',  during'  the   great  crisis  in 
which  he  latterly  acted,  I  perhaps  as  little 
approve  as  the  hon.  bart.  can  do;  though 
for  reasons  altogether  different :  but  one  of 
the  very  charges  which  many  might  bring 
against  Mr.  Pitt,  is  the  pledge  of  bis  merit 
in  the  instance  to  which  I  am  alluding,  I 
mean  the  instance  of  his  resignation  of  power 
in  the  year  1 801.   It  is  no  reproach  to  Mr. 
Pitt  to  say  that  he  was  an  ambitious  man. 
It  may  be  something  of  a  reproach,  though 
I  ani  afraid  the  fact  is  true,  that  his, ambi- 
tion showed  itself  too  much   in  love   of 
power  and  office.     The  habits,  in  fact,  of 
official  life  had  begun  so  early  with  him 
and  continued   so  long,  that  they  must 
have  become  a  second  nature ;  place  and 
power  were  almost  among  the  necessaries 
of  life ;    yet  with  all  those  feelings  upon 
him,  original  and  acquired ;    with  a  pos» 
session  of  power,    longer   enjoyed    and 
more  firmly  established  than  can  be  found 
possibly  in  any  other  instance, '  not  ex« 
ceptiug  that  of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  with 
a  perception  as  quick,  as  man  ever  bad, 
of  what  was  likely  to  be  useful  or  preju- 
dicial to  him  in  any  political  step,  Mr. 
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PiU  did  not  hesitate  in  withdirtwing 
&om  office,  at  the  period  alluded  to,  the 
moment  he  found  it  could  be  no 
longer  held,  but  upon  terms  inconsistent, 
as  he  thought,  with  his  duty,  and  dero- 
gatory from  his  character.  It  is  in  vain  to 
say,  that  this  ipight  not  be  an  act  of  pure 
virtue,  but  be  mixed  up  with  feelings  of 
shame  or  policy,  or  others  of  that  sort. 
There  is  no  end  of  such  objections;  which 
after  all,  caa  make  no  difierence  here, 
where  we  are  upon  a  question  of  compa- 
rison ;  since,  if  admitted  at  all,  they  must 
appear  equally  on  both  sides  of  the  account 
^t  is  just  as  easy  to  say,  that  the  hon.  bart. 
in  the  course  which  he  has  pursued,  has 
acted  with  a  view  to  what  he  has  got,  as 
that  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  occasion  alluded  to, 
acted  with  a  view  to  what  he  did  not  get* 
The  exact  measure  of  virtue  that  enters 
into  any  act,  can  be  known  only  to  the 
searcher  of  all  hearts :  We  must  be  con- 
tent to  take  for  virtue  what  contains  all 
the  usual  indications  of  it,  and  produces 
all  the  effects.  There  is  no  reason  to  sus- 
pect the  sacrifice  thus  made  by  Mr.  Pitt 
to  be  less  genuine  than  it  purports  to  ba. 
He  did  not  sacrifice  what  he  did  not 
highly  value:  and  no  man  was  more 
likely  to  foresee  what  the  event  proved, 
that  ministerial  power,  which  owes  so 
much  to  the  length  of  its  continuance, 
could  hardly,  after  an  interruption,  be 
ever  completely  restored  to  what  it  was 
before.  The  hon.  bart,  I  have  no  doubt, 
had  the  occasion  l>een  offered,  would 
equally  have  shewn  that  personal  consi- 
derations had  no  weight  with  him,  when 
placed  in  competition  with  the  calls  of 
duty,  or  even  with  those  of  honest  fame. 
But  the  opportunity,  as  far  as  I  am  aware, 
has  never  been  afibrded  him  ;  and  no  one 
can  be  allowed  t6  claim  the  same  credit 
for  what  he  has  only  intended  and  be- 
lieved himself  capable  of  doing,  as  others 
for  what  they  have  actually  done. 

Upon  the  whole  of  this  subject  of  the 
corruptions  of  the  great,  we  may  venture 
to  say,  that,  be  their  virtue  what  it  may, 
it  is  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  persons 
by  whom  it  is  arraigned.  There  are  very 
few  men  in  public  \\k,  who  could  not,  if 
they  thought  it  worth  while,  if  they 
could  bring  themselves  to  be  proud  of  me- 
rit so  little  rare,  quote  instances  of  sacri- 
fices which  they  had  made — ^to  duty,  to 
point  of  honour,  to  estimation  of  friends, 
to  party  spirit,  if  you  please,  but  to  some- 
thing rar  superior  to  the  mere  sordid  de- 
inre  of  profit  or  cmolumcnti^which  the 


greater  part  of  these  pati^otic  declaimert' 
could  not  only  shew  nothing  parallel  to 
in  their  own  conduct,  bat  would  not,  as 
far  as  related  to  themselves,  dream  even  to 
be  possible. 

So  much  for  this  great  topic  of  Abuses, 
which  is  now  made  the  foundation  stone 
of  the  system,  and  gives  to  the  authors  of 
the  system  all  that  was  wished  by  the  phi- 
losopher of  old,  a  place  on  which  to  standi 
on  which  to  erect  their  machine,  which 
when  once  fixed  and  applied,  will  be  of 
force,  they  ho|>e,  to  effect  the  grand  and 
ultimate  object,  the  overthrow  of  the 
state.  By  far  the  greater  portion  of 
abuses,  even  of  those  which  do  finally^ 
reach  the  government,  proceed  from  the 
people  themselves.  They  are  the  bribes 
which  government  pays  to  the  people,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  to  prevent  them  from 
pulling  the  government  to  pieces.  This 
is  more  especially  exemplified  In  that 
worst  and  most  pernicious  species  of 
abuses,  though  by  far  the  least  complained 
of,  the  abuse  of  patronage.  But  the  great 
mass  of  abuse,  that  which  forms  nine- 
tenths,  at  least,  or,  more  probably,  ninety- 
nine  hundredths  of  the  whole,  and  which 
alone  directly  affects  the  pockets  of  the  peo' 
pie,  both  begins  and  endswiih  the  people 
themselves,  and  consists  of  the  frauds,  im- 
positions, embezzlements,  and  peculatioi>s, 
committed  by  the  tribes  of  officers,  high 
and  low ;  (with  the  exception  only  of  tm 
highest) ;  who,  though  employed  in  the 
public  service,  must  still,  in  every  rational 
view,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  people, 
as  weK  as  by  all  those,  who,  not  being  in 
any,  even  the  most  subordinate  office, 
have  still  occasional  dealings  with  the 
public,  or  opportunities  in  some  way  or 
other  of  tuining  its  interests  to  their  ac* 
count 

The  mo<Ie  proposed  for  putting  a  stop  to 
these  abuses,  i^  to  reform  the  parliament ; 
that  is  to  say,  to  have  a  scheme  of  repre- 
sentation, which  while  it  arises  equally  out 
of  the  people,  shall  be  the  result  of  a 
greater  ferment  on  the  parts  aearest  the 
bottom.  Could  it  be  believed,  without  proof 
from  the  fact,  that  men  could  be  found  seri- 
ously to  indulge  speculations  so  destitute  of 
every  foundation  in  reason  or  bommon  sense  } 
The  reform  wanted,  is  either  a  reform  of  the 
whole  people,  which  it  is  childish  to  hope, 
or  a  reform  in  the  government,  by  arming  it 
with  such  new  powers,  as  would  be  whoU 
ly  incompatible  with  the  nature  of  our  free 
constitution.  There  are  but  three  way  a 
in  which  mankind  can  be  governed  >  by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


769] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Mat  20,  1909.— Mr.  CuntmU  R^fmm  BilL 


[?70 


their  Tirtnes,  their  interests,  or  their  fears. 
To  be  able  to  govern  men  by  their  sense 
and  their  virtues  is  unquestionably  the  best 
of  all.  If  men  will  be  ready  always  to  sup- 
port gratuitously  what  they  think  right,  and 
to  oppose  nothing  but  what  they  conscien* 
tiously  believe  to  be  wrong,  the  task  of 
government  would  comparatively  be  easy, 
and  corruption  without  excuse.  The  mi- 
nister would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
choose  right  measures ;  and  the  merit  of 
the  measure  might  be  expected  to  ensure 
its  success.  But  if  the  fact  should  be, 
that  there  are  numbers  who  cannot  be 
brought  to  support  even  what  thev  them- 
selves approve  without  being  paid  for  it, 
and  who,  if  they  have  not  been  so  paid,  or 
think  they  can  get  better  payment  else- 
Tvhere  (whether  that  payment  consist  in 
place,  or  money,  or  .popular  applause,  or 
the  gratification  of^me  malignant  or  sel- 
fish passion,)  will  combine  and  cabal, 
and  create  every  sort  of  obstruction  and 
impediment,  there  is  then  no  other  way, 
in  a  free  government,  fcM*  the  purpose  of 
cstrrying  on  the  public  service,  Jbut  to  gain 
over  such  persons  by  their  interests,  which, 
in  the  language  of  the  time,  is  to  be  guilty 
of  corruption,  but  a  corruption  surely 
of  which  the  guilt  cannot  fairly  be  charg- 
ed on  the  government.  In  governments  in- 
deed of  another  sort,  such  as  that  which 
makes  so  consptcuoua  a  figure  in  the  pre- 
sent tifmes,  I  mean  the  government  of  Buo- 
naparte, the  case  is  sdtogether  different: 
and  no  more  necessity  exists  for  corruption 
than  in  a  nation  of  men  perfectly  wise^and 
virtuous.  He  (Buonaparte)  is  under  no  ne- 
cessity to  bribe  men's  concurrence  to  mea- 
sures that  are  for  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try, and  has,  moreover,  methods  far  more 
effsctual  than  any  which  free  countries  pos- 
sess, to  prevent  the  abuses  arising  from  fraud, 
or  peculations.  A  man  who  •could  hang 
iNrithont  ceremony  a  custom-house  officer 
who  should  be  found  conniving  at  any  fraud 
on  the  refrenue,  and  hang  or  send  to  the- 
gallies  the  merchant  who  should  bribe  him 
to  such  connivance,  may  be  pretty  sure  of 
confining  within  reasonable  bounds  all 
abused  of  that  description.  The  same  will 
be  the  case  with  any  other  species  of 
abuse.  But  how,  in  countries  where  con- 
duct is  free,  men  can  be  prevented  from 
selling  that,  which  they  will  not  consent 
to  givo,  or  how,  where  law  is  formal  and 
scrupulous,  and  beset  on  all  sides  with 
guards  and  defences  for  the  protection  of 
innocence,  it  can  be  made  to  retain,  in  all 
cases, -sufficient  celerity  for  the  overtaking 
VoJ-  XIV. 


of  guilt,  are  problems,  with  which  the  au- 
thors of  these  complaints  never  seem  to 
trouble  themselves.  They  call  boldly  and 
loudly  for  the  suppression  of  abuses ;  and 
if  the  suppressing  abuses  was  the  only  ob- 
ject to  be  attended  -  to,  the  task  would  be 
easy.  There  is  a  government  in  the 
neighbourhood,  that  tells  us  how  that  work 
is  to  oe  done.  I  will  pay  this  homage  to 
Buonaparte's  government  as  to  say,  that 
it  either  is,  or  may  be,  one  of  the  most 
free  from  abuses  of  any  that  ever  existed. 
But  will  the  clamourers  for  this  salutary 
reformation  be  content  to  have  it  upon 
the  same  terms  }  We  have  seen  already, 
what  the  nature  of  the  greater  part  of  these  - 
abuses  is,  and  from  what  source  they 
spring.  And  do  not  let  us  take  this  upon 
trust.  Let  those  who  doubt,  go  into  the 
inquiry,  and  examine  one  by  one,  the  in* 
stances  in  which  they  complain  that  tha 
piiblic  nioney  has  been  transferred  wrettg* 
fully  into  the  pockets  of  individuals,  or  the 
pubHc  patronage  perverted,  and  see  what 
the  utmost  extent  is  of  that  portion,  which 
has  been  appropriated  to  the  interests  of 
ministers  or  of  those  for  whom  they  were 
personally  anxious. 

Upon  this  issue  we  may  suffer  the  ques- 
tion to  rest,  considered  as  part  of  a  general 
system,  which  aims  at  a  great  change  in 
the  constitution  (a  subversion  of  it  as  I- 
should  say)  under  the  name  of  reform,  and 
grounds  the  necessity  of  such  reform  upon 
the  extent  and  number  of  the  subsisting 
abuses.  It  remains  only  that  we  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  more  narrow  view  6f  the 
subject  as  introduced  by  the  hon.  mover* 
The  direct  end  and  object  of  the  motion, 
as  we  collect  from  some  passages  in  his 
speech,  the  specific  efiect  which  he  means 
to  produce,  is  that  of  erectin]g  a  barrier  to 
the  too  great  influx  into  this  house  of  the 
monied  mterest.  The  means  proposed 
are  such  as  cannot  but  be  approved,  if  the 
description  of  them  be  true,  viz.  that  they 
consist  entirely  in  the  correction  of  a  prac- 
tice in  the  highest  degree  corrupt.  The 
consequences,  as  usual  in  such  cases,  are  to 
extena  far  beyond  the  removal  of  theimmc* 
diate  complaint,  and  to  benefit  the  consti- 
tution in  a  thousand  ways.  It  happens 
whimsically  that  the  primary 'object  of  the 
mover,  (a  pretty  important  one,  and  requir- 
ing, one  should  think,  a  good  deal  of  nica 
consideration,  namely  the  altering  the  ba- 
lance between  the  landed  and  the  monied 
interest,)  seems  to  be  no  object  at  all  witk 
those  to  whom  the  motion  is  principally 
addressed,  and  not  mpch  indeed  to  ths 
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bon.  mover,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  smmll 
portion  which  it  has  occupied  of  his  speech. 
It  riipB  in  almost  by  parenthesis.  It  is 
lost  and  hid,  in  the  sptendour  of  the  inci- 
deatal  consequences  which  the  motion  is 
to  produce,  ia  the  confidence  it  is  to 
restore,  the  unanimity  it  is  to  inspire,  the 
heats  it  is  to  allay,  the  eflect  it  is  to  {^ave 
in  silencing  gainsayers,  the  foundation  it 
is  to  lay  of  a  new  and  glorious  era,  from 
the  commencement  of  which  nothing  will 
be  known  bat  a  determination  to  live  and 
die  by  Ae  constitution.  What  m  pity  that 
prospects  so  bright,  and  which  my  hon. 
friend  contemplates  with  such  unspeakable 
satisfaction,  should  be  so  soon  obscured  ! 
Never  was  hope  so  sanguine,  »  suddenly 
blasted !  It  is  nipped  in  its  first  bud.  It 
does  not  liye  to  the  second  reading.  It  is 
consigned  to  the  tomb  almost  at  the  mo- 
ment of  its  birth. 
Oh  jot  belovtH  and  loot,  admired  mad  raouraed ! 

This  medicine,  which  was  to  produce, 
audi  wonderful  ejects,  which  was  to 
operate  like  a  charm,  so  pleasant  to  the 
taste,  so  comfortable  in  the  stomach,  has 
totaHy  falsified  the  first  prediction  respect^ 
ing  it,  namely,  that  it  would  be  uken  with 
great  avidity.     What  it  may  be  in  the 
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stomach,  we  cannot  well  say;  for  those 
lor  whose  special  use  it  was  intended,  who 
were  to  seize  it  so  greedily,  will  not  snf&r 
it  to  remain  within  their  lips ;  they  spit  it 
ont  upon  the  hands  of  my  hon.  friend, 
while  he  is  in  the  act  of  administering  it. 
Much  useful  instruction  and  informa- 
tion may  be  derived  from  hence  as  well  to 
my  hon.  friend  as  to  ourselves.  My  hon. 
friend,  I  hope,  will  learn  a  lesson,  of  great 
utility  to  all  reformers,  to  distrust  a  little 
the  more  remote  consequences  of  their 
measures,  when  they  see  how  liable  they  are 
to  -error,  even  in  those  which  they  expect 
to  take  place  immediately.  The  house,  it 
is  hoped,  will  learn  this  disti-ust  with  res- 
pect to  the  measure  now  pi*oposed.  It  js 
no  great  recommendation  of  any  medicine 
that  its  effects  are  totally  mistaken  by  the 
person  who  advises  it.  All  our  confidence 
m  the  physician  is  already  iost.  The 
only  certain  knowledge  which  weiiave  as 
yet  of  the  measure,  is  that  it  will  not  do 
what  the  hon.  mover  predicted  of  it.  It 
will  not  satisfy  those,  who  at  present  in- 
Teigh  against  the  abuses  of  the  system,  and 
contend  that  it  ought  to  be  reftirmed.  On 
the  contrary,  they  say  that  this  measure, 
unless  accompanied  with  others  far  more 
extensive,  will  only  make  thin^  worse. 
I  have  already  endeavoured  to  mow  that 


the  practice  meant  to  be  corrected,  has  no 
crime  in  it  abstractedly  considered;  ia 
not  indbit  in  it.  It  is  culpable  only  as  it 
may  be  made  so  by  law,  or  as  it  may 
practically  be  found  to  produce  efiects 
mjuriout  to  the  public  interest.  Wheit 
opinion  out  of  doors  is  urged  as  a  reason  for 
adopting  it,  the  answer  is,  that  opinion  out 
of  doen  is  a  very  bad  reason  for  adopting 
any  measure,  inasmuch  as  there  can  hardly 
be  a  worse  criterion  of  what  is  really  for  the 
public  benefit;  and  that,  after  all,  the 
public  opinion  does  not  call  for.  this  mea- 
sure separately  and  unaccompanied  witk 
others,  which  the  hon.  mover  would  de- 
clare, that  he  does  not  wish  to  see  take 
place.  The  inducements,  therefore,  to  a 
compliance  with  the  present  motion  lie  in 
a  very  small  compass  indeed.  They  are 
simply  its  own  merits;  for,  as  to  the 
splendid  incidental  consequences  dwelt 
upon  with  such  rapture  by  the  hon.  mover» 
they  are  all  at  an  end.  There  will  be  no 
satis£iction  produced.  What  is  called '' the  - 
public''  will  not  thank  you  for  the  measure, 
otherwise  than  as  it  may  be  made  a  sub-, 
ject  of  triumph,  and  a  stepping-tsone  to 
other  objects.  The  objections  to  it  on  the 
other  hand,  are  the  dangers  of  this  triumph, 
and  of  those  other  objects  to  which  it  is* 
meant  to  lead.  Upon  the  result  of  these 
opposite  considerations,  first  examined  se* 
parately,  and  then  compared  together,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  earnestly  conjuring 
the  house  not  to  adopt  the  motion.  The 
practice  complained  of  has  subsisted  at  all 
times,  without  any  ground  to  suspect,  or 
any  suspicion  bemg  in  fact  entertained, 
that,  according  to  the  discovery  now  made, 
it  has  been  sapping  and  undermining  the 
constitution.  The  reasons  in  support  of 
the  measure  now  proposed  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  it  are  perfectly  unsatisfactory  and 
inconclusive.  We  know  the  mischievous* 
use  intended  to  be  made  ef  it ;  and  there' 
can  hardly  indeed  be  any  thing  more.roia- 
chievoos  in  the  first  instance  than  the 
yielding  to  public  clamour,  what  we  do 
not  feel  that  we  are  yielding  to  truth  and 
reason. 

Mr.  Bathunt  said,  of  two  dangers  he 
would  prefer  that  which  was  most  open 
and  avowed.  When. Mr.  Home  Tooke 
presented  his  petition  to  that  house,  the 
statements  it  contained  were  not  credited, 
though  now  they  were  admitted  to  be 
true.  He  thought  the  house  ought  to-  take 
notice  of  practices,  wbich,  to  whatever 
degriee  they  might  have  existed,  had  never 
beda  till  lately  avowed.    The  right  hon»^ 
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gent  (Mr.  Windbam),  tboaght  corroptioti, 
onless  it  was  socb  as  rendered  a  man 
odious  in  ■ociety,  ought  not  to  be  noticed; 
he  thought  the  law  of  the  land  ought  to 
•be  equalised  so  as  to  meet  such  -abuses, 
teeing  thoee  abuses  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  a  part  of  the  constitution.  He 
thought  it  the  duty  of  parliament  to  avail 
tbemselvee  of  some  of  the  pro? isions  of 
thai  bill,  to  satisfy  the  people,  and-put  a 
Jtop.  to  such  abuses. 

Lard  R>rcAeiler  said,  the  bill  had  been  op- 
posed because  it  did  not  sufficiently  further 
m  parliamentary  reform  on  the  one  hand, 
and  for  a  contrary  reason  on  ^he  other. 
If  he  gave  5,0001.  aoaong  lOyoters,  he 
would  not  be  considered  as  qualified  to 
tit  in  that  house,  but  if  he  went  to  a 
broker  and  gave  him  the  5,000/.  at  once, 
be  would  procure  him  the  necessary  votes, 
and  he  would  be  contidered  as  a  good 
■lember.  He  did  not  see  the  propriety  of 
such  a  distitiction.  The  bill,  he  thought, 
if  suffered  to  ^  into  a  committee,  might 
be  rendered  efficacious  in  no  incon- 
Tuderablt  a  di^gree.  He  then  spoke 
of  the  sBperiortty  of  our  constitution 
at  it  was  at  present  oVer  every  other 
country.  This  wasstrikinglyexemplified 
■a  the  tranquillity  and  security  of  England, 
at  a  period  when  Europe  was  groaning 
beneath  the  most  tyrannous  hand  th«t  ever 
swayed  her  destinies.  The  constitution 
had  never  approached  so  near  to  perfection 
as  at  the  present  day.  The  independence 
of  the  house  had  been  strongly  marked  by 
their  conduct  (with  respect  to  the  duke  of 
York  (whatever  might  have  been  said  to 
the  ooatrary),  as  well  as  in  the  case  of 
lord  Melville,  if  they  did  not  then  de- 
tervo  the  name  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
they  never  had  merited  that  appellation. 
He  censured  severely  the  cooaoct  of  sir 
F.  Burdett,  in  representing  the  late  de- 
•cisian  of  the  bouse  of  commons  in  the 
case  of  the  duke  of  York,  as  be  had  done, 
and  contended  that  the  house  had  not  Tir- 
tually  accpatted  the  duke. 

A^.  Tttme^  said,  if  the  design  of  the 
noble  lord  wbo  bad  just  sat  down  was  to 
fMTOve  himielf  an  honest  man,  he  might  just 
as  weU  have  remained  silent,  for  certain 
persons  would  never  think  either  him  or 
aay  eae  else  to,  who  did  not  acquiesce  in 
alt  the  chimeras  of  the  hon.  baronet  (Hear! 
bear!).  It  was  the  design  of  him  uid 
bit  frieade  to  excite  such  an  epinkm 
aawng  the  people;  and  he  belitved,  in 
bis  soal,  it  was  also  their  wish  not  to  have 
jnany  supportem  in  that  bouse,  lest  their 


designs  should  fiul,  and  the  public  woald 
begiti  to    think   too   favom-ably  of   the 
house*    It  was  their  desire  to  raise  a  popu' 
iar  ferment,  by  talking  of  abuses  whicb 
oflen  had  no  existence,  and  by  vaunting 
of  remedies  which  they  never  meant  tO' 
put  in  execution !     Far  was  it  from  their 
thouffhts  to  come  manfolly  and  constitu* 
tionaily  down  to  that  house  and  state  their 
complaints,  if  any  such  they  really  had* 
No,    it  *  suited    them    better    to    maker 
hanuigues  at  taverns,  to  mount  the  tables 
at]the  Crown  and  Anchor,  to  tell  the  people 
to  meet  as  the  people,  and  look  not  for 
redress  to  their  representatives,  who  were* 
no  longer  fit  to  be  called  an  House  of  Con- 
mons.     it  was  their  plan  to  raise  a  cry  by 
which  the  in&tuated  multitude  mig^  be 
harried  to  their  ruin,  by  hinting  at  cop- 
ruptions  which  never'  had  existence,  and 
rousing  expectations  which  ne?er  couki 
be  gratified.     Now  that  the  hon.  baronet, 
whom  he  did  not  mean  to  designate  as  the 
leader  of  the  party,  (a  distinction  in  his- 
mind  due  to  others  who  did  not  choose  to* 
appear  so  openly  as  himself)  had  fovoured 
that  corrupt  house  with  his  pure  presence^ 
he  wished  to  put  a  few  questions  to  him? 
as  to  one  of  his  reputed  harangues  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor,  which  pointed  pretty 
plainly  at  his  (Mr.  Tierney's)  character, 
broad  and  indelicate  were  the  freedoms 
which  had  been  used  with  his  name  and 
political  life  in  the  course  of  the  speecb 
to  which  he  alluded  ;  tind  in  one  part  of 
it  Ae  worthy  baronet  was  actually  repre- 
sented as  having  the  audacity  to  say  that 
on  his  (Mr.  Tierney's)  retiring  from  office,, 
his  pockets  were   filled  with  the  public 
money.     Was  this  charge  true  ?     He  bow 
demanded  of  the  worthy  baronet,  would 
he  dare  to  repeat  his  assertion  ?     If  not,, 
he  would  recommend  it  to  him  not  again^ 
to  vilify  the  name  and   character  of  aa 
absent  man;  or  if  he  did  not. so  vilify  it,, 
to  take  care  that  a  correct  report  of  his  real 
sentiments  should  go  forth  to  the  public. 
How  did  he  know  what  efiectsuch  in* 
sinuatioBS  might  have  in  the  course  of  the 
summer?     How  could  be  hope  not  to  be 
attacked  by  some  seditious  mob,  roused 
against  him  by  such  unfounded  calumnies? 
(Hear  !)    Such  an  assertion  was  directly- 
false,  and  he  called  on  the  worthy  baronet 
cither  to  deny  or  to  own  it.     He  did  not 
know  bow  the  worthy  baronet  could  bring 
bimaejf  to  make  such  an  assertion ;  for  his 
amiable  manners  in  private  lifo,  and  his 
conciliatory    conduct,    were    proverbial. 
No  maa  coald  be  More  mild  than  hewat 
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until  he  mounted  die  rostrum  at  the  Crown 
and  Anchor;  then  all  was  changed,  all  was 
ahii8e,  and  as  tar  as  related  to  bim,calamr 
ny.  In  this  instance,  not  only  his  design* 
but  his  ignorance,  wa«'  exposed  ;  and  to 
prove  it,  he  would  offer  the  worthy  baro- 
net, if  he  wished  to  turn  a  penny  honest- 
ly, (loud  cheers)  some  tliousand  poundiy 
provided  he  would  take  on  him  the  pro- 
fit and  loss  of  his  politiral  spectilations. 
But  what  were  the  worthy  baronet's  qua- 
lifications fer  this  general  censorship  ? 
What  had  he  ever  done  ?  What  feats  bad 
he  performed  ?  Why,  indeed,  he  had  ha- 
rangued the  mob  and  mounted  the  tables 
most  eloquently  at  the  public  taverns^ 
(Hear,  hear  !)  He  had  never  warded  off 
any  real  danger,  but  had  fluttered  about 
during  his  public  life,  a  political  sea-gull, 
screaming,  and  screeching  and  sputterine 
about  foul  weather  which  never  arrived.  It 
was  true  the  worthy  baronet  had  never 
been  troubled  with  office ;  the  reasons  for 
that  might  be  various;  perhaps  the  cause 
mi^ht  have  been  his  own  disinclination; 
perhaps  his  immense  fortune  might  have 
exempted  him  from  its  cares ;  or  perhaps 
he  had  never  been  importuned  upon  the 
subject.  Certairily  he  (Mr.  Tierney)  had 
t)een  in  office,  for  he  had  not  such  a 
fortune  as  could  support  him  as  independ- 
ently out  of  it,  as  the  hon.  baronet,  and  he 
might  perhaps,  be  compelled  to  live  upon 
bread  and  onions,  when  the  worthy  baro- 
net was  faring  sumptuously.  (A  laugh.) 
As  to  his  tavern  harangues,  they  might  go 
on  for  him  as  long  as  the  worthy  baronet 
chose;  and  he  was  welcome  to  attack 
whatever  political  changes  or  tergiversa- 
tions he  chose  in  his  conduct — Jet  him 
spout  away — if  the  people  believed  it, 
well  and  good — if  not,  why  then  the  wor- 
thy baronet  would  enjoy  the  applauses  of 
his  speech,  and  he  (Mr.  T.)  would  have 
the  satisfaction  to  think  no  one  believed  a 
syllable  of  it.  (Hear,  hear!)  Let  him 
mount  the  table,  and  cry,  •'  They  are  all 
rogues  and  rascals,  I  am  the;  man  for  you, 
the  honest  man !  We  must  lay  the  axe  to  the 
root.  We  must  have  a  radical  reform"— 
and  then  there  would  be  a  general  huzza, 
and  the  worthy  baronet  might  retire, 
covered  with  glory  and  highly  delighted 
at  his  popolarHyi  (Hear,  hear!)  One 
bon.  sent,  of  the  worthy  baronet's  ftiends 
(Mr.  Wardle)  bad  made  a^eat  discovery, 
it  appeared;  he  was  to  demolish  the  In- 
Mtae  Tax]  fa  laugh.)  Now,  he  liked 
Jkk  well  i  indeed  he  never  was  ao  pleased 
imhU  lift  M  mhm  im  first  heard  4)f  the 


discovery.  It'  was  the  pleasantest  way  of 
laying  the  axe  to  the  root  he  ha<j[  ever 
imagmed.  (Hear,  bear!)  He  was. sure 
it  would  gratify  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  wonderfiilly.  to  be  able  to 
strike  criff  eleven  million  and  a  half  of  taxes. 
Now,  he  had  at  last  found  out  the  reason 
why  the  hon.  gent,  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  were  perpetually  compli* 
menting  each  other.  No  doubt  they  were 
pulling  together  all  this  time.  Indeed,  if 
the  plan  was  realized,  it  would  be  exceed- 
ingly diverting;  but  if  it -was  only  a  fal- 
lacious assertion,  held  out  for  the  wicked 
purpose  of  exciting  discontent,  it  was  ona 
of  the  vilest  and  most  execrable  insinua- 
tions. He  now  called  upon  that  hon. 
gent,  to  produce  his  plan,  or  stand  con«^ 
victed  in  the  face  of  the  world.  As  to  the 
worthy  baronet,  he  also  called  upon  him. 
solemnly  to  state  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the 
expressions  with  which  he  charged  him. 
He  might  be  superior  to  him  in  point  of 
talent  or  ability;  but  superior  he  could 
not  be  in  political  integrity ;  and  he  bold- 
ly challenged  him  to  a  comparison  of  their 
lives,  that  their  deeds  might  speak  their 
deserts,  and  vile  calumniators  became 
silent 

Sir  F.  Burdeu  said,  that  he  had  notnscfd 
the  particular  expression  to  which  Mr. 
Tierney  had  alluded ;  that  he  could  not 
answer  for  the  correctness  of  the  reporter, 
and  that,  for  any  expression  which  ha 
really  did  use,  be  Would  be  personally 
responsible. 

Mr.  Wardk  denied  having  ever  said 
that  he  had  a  plan  to  liquidate  the  Income 
Tax;  he  had  s^d  that  he  had  plans  of 
economy  by  .which  many  millions  of  the 
public  money  might  be  saved ;  and  these 
he  was  ready  and  willing  to  produce. 

Lord  MiUon  spoke  sl^rtly  in  favour  of 
the  motion. 

Sir  i2.  Milbmk  tAso  supported  the  mo- 
tion, and  pledged  himself  to  join  the  advo- 
cates for  a  parliamentary  reform,  when- 
ever it  should  be  brought  forward. 

Mr.  WUHam  Adam  was  disposed  to  allow 
the  bill  to  go  into  Ae  conomittee,  because 
the  mai^  objections  that  applied  to  it  iu 
its  present  shape,  might  be  removed  in  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Lytticton  observed,  that  Irom  the  tone 
which  the  debate  had  assumed,  he  shoald 
look  upon  himself  a  traitor  to  his  opinion, 
and  a  eof^rd  with  respect  to  his  dhUy/  if 
he  omitted  to  state  the  impressions  upoa 
his  inind«  He  was  certaio^'^  m^t  prepared 
to  go  ttie  Icojgtk  of  the  boii.  baiooet  (sir  F« 
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Burdett),  but  at  the  same  time  he  coald 
not  agree  with  his  noble  friend,  that  the 
decision  upon  the  (;ase  of  the  Dttke  of 
York  bad  not  shewn  that  there  was  some 
deficiency  in  the  composition  of  that  house. 
He  could  not  admit  that  the  manner  in 
which  that  illustrioas  person  had  resigned 
his  office,  had  not  prevented  that  house 
from  passing,  in  some  shape  or  other,  a 
Vote,  of  Censure  upon  bis  conduct,  which 
must  have  led  to  bis  removal  from  office. 
It  was  bik  opinion  that  there  bad  been  in 
that  bouse  a  bias  towards  that  personage, 
which  justified  bis  hon.  friends  in  imputine 
it  to  a  degree  of  real  corruption.  But  if 
even  that  were  not  the  case,  he  was  sure, 
that  certain  admissions  which  bad  been 
made  in  the  house  that  night  would  fully 
warrant  the  imputation  of  corruption.  For 
his  own  part,  be  was  not  prepared  to  say, 
that  be  expected  any  very  important  bene- 
ficial effect  from  the  measure  before  the 
bouse.  But  the  rejection  of  it  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  would  amount  to  a  proof  in 
the  mind  of  the  public,  that  the  bouse  of 
commons  was  determined  to  cast  a  veil 
over  the  corrupt  practices  which  had  been 
brought  to  lignt. 

Mr.  Barham  rose,  merely  to  put  a  Ques- 
tion to  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Wardle).  That 
hon.  gent,  had  asserted  without  doors,  and 
bad  repeated  the  assertion  in  the  house 
that  night,  that  a  sum  of  eleven  millions 
^ad  been  added  to  the  taxes,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  corruptions  and  abuses  of 
that  house.  His  object  in  rising,  was  to 
ask  whether  the  hon.  gent,  had  given  no- 
tice of  any  motion  upon  the  subject ;  and, 
if  he  bad  not,  to  press  upon  him  the  neces- 
sity of  giving  such  a  notice,  which  might 
lead  to  a  decision  upon  that  point,  before 
the  close  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Wardk  said,  that  before  the  end  of 
the  session  be  should  state  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  had  formed  the  opinion 
contained  in  the  assertion  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  gent.  In  order  to  prove  that  as- 
sertion, it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
move  for  voluminous  papers,  which  he 
could  not  expect  to  he  produced  before 
the  close  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Cunoen  rose  and  said  : — Mr.  Speak- 
er ;  in  rising  after  the  house  has  been  so 
exh%iusted,  and  after  the  able  discussion 
which  has  taken  place,  it  would  be  pre- 
sumptuous in  me  to  think  of  detaining 
.tbem  long  if  my  streno^th  would  permit  of 
it  In  justice  to  my  sell  and  the  impoilant 
measure  which  a  sense  of  duty  could  alone 
have  induced  me  to  bring  forward,  I  have 


to  entreat  a  farther  continuance  of  the  in* 
dul^ence  I  have  already  received^  which 
I  neither  can,  or  will  abuse. — I  cannot  but 
regret,  from  the  difficulties  I  have  met 
with,  that  the  conducting  of  this  bill  had 
not  been  placed  in  more  able  hands;  on 
the  purity  of  my  intentions  must  rest  my 
present  defence  and  apology.  I  shall  as 
shortly  as  possible,  after  a  few  observations 
on  the  arguments  which  have  been  ad- 
vanced in  opposition  to  the  principle  of 
my  bill,  endeavour  to  explain  more  fully 
my  own  views  on  the  subject,.-^!  am  un- 
doubtedly placed  in  a  very  novel  and 
singular  situation :  I  have  to  defend  the 
measure  against  opponents  who  are  at 
complete  variance,  and  whose  arguments 
refute  and  answer  each  other;  agreeing  in 
nothing  but  the  vote  they  shall  give  agamst 
your  leaving  the  chair.  Those  whom  I 
should  distinguish  as  the  legitimate  and 
natural  opposers  of  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  are  such  as  contend  for'  the  perfect 
purity  of  this  bouse  as  it  is ;  as  well  as 
others  who  consider  the  system  as  practi- 
cally perfect,  and  that  all  change  is  there- 
fore unnecessary,  ' 

Sir,  those  who  argue  that  corruption  is 
requisite,  and  that  as  such,  it  forms  a  part 
of  the  constitution,  and  contend  further, 
that  we  cannot  have  the  blessing  of  one 
without  the  other — ^I  have  but  qne  obser- 
vation to  make  in  reply  to  them :  I  am 
aware  that  time  has  established  a  prescrip- 
tion in  favour  of  poets  and  lovers,  and 
sanctioned  their  representing  as  perfection 
that,  which,  to  indifierent  eyes,  appears  a 
defect  and  blemish ;  but  I  know  of  no  au- 
thority that  can  justify  the  extension  of 
this  principle  of  enthusiasm  to  the  sober 
and  experienced  statesman.  If  I  am  com- 
pelled to  subscribe  to  the  sincerity  of  such 
arguments,  it  mu§t  be  at  the  expence  of 
the  judgment  of  those  who  profess  them. 
However  specious,  however  ingenious  such 
arguments  may  foe,  the  generality  of  man- 
kind can  view  them  in  no  other  light  than 
a  satire  <and  libel  upon  the  constitution. — 
The  speeches  of  a  right  hon*  gent,  and  an 
hon.  baronet,  afibrd  the  strongest  argu- 
ments of  the  necessity  of  some  such  mea- 
sure as  I  propose.  —  Is  there  any  man 
within  these  walls,  that  is  at  a  loss  te  I 
distinguish  betwixt  the  fair  and  insepa-  | 
rable  influence  of  property,  and  the  cor-  1 
nipt  influence  of  money  given  for  tb^  / 
purchase  of  the  election  franchise  ?  Has 
It  ever  occurred  within  this  house  for 
the  last  240  years,  to  have  a  defence 
set  up  to  justify  the  purchase  of  seats 
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ia  parlufBeot  ?  Do  not  our  statotcs  and 
fCMTHaU  coftciur  in  declaiing  the  purity 
of  parlianem  to  be  eaeential  to  its  ex- 
ittenoe?  T*  the  bon.  barouet  I  ain 
more  obJiged  and  benefitted  by  his  oppo- 
sition, tbm  I  could  haTe  been  by  hit  sup- 
port; he  speaks  out,  and  tells  ot,  soch 
practices  render  us  no  longer  a  house  of 
parliament,  that  we  no  longer  deserve  the 
name  of  representatives  of  the  people — 
wkateTer  may  have  been  the  practice  of 
Conner  periqds,  it  is  now,  for  the  tirst  time, 
that  ail  decency  is  kset.  I  think  I  am  jus- 
tified in  ^hrawing  this  conclusion,  that  the 
traffic  in  eeate  is  become  so  ooounon  and 
usual,  that  aM  feelings  of  shame  and  in- 
propriety  are  destroyed. 

The  sentiments  of  the  faon.  baronet, 
Jiowever  harsh  and  discordant  to  our  ears, 
have  too  much  tmth  to  be  overioofced ; 
Ibe  sophistry  and  in^ennity  of  the  hon. 
sent,  can  neither  hide  them  from  the 
Mne  nor  palliate  them  to  the  public  ; 
nor  hare  we  a  right  to  expect  the  respect 
of  the  people,  when  we  cannot  respect 
•oonsdves.  Most  singular  is  that  species 
of  defence,  that  justifies  the  corruptions  of 
one  aj^e  by  a  comparison  with  those  of 
MMther,  '  The  hon.  member  who  \h&  so 
mcoessfri  in  pointing  oat  the  flagitioos 
conduct  of  former  periods,  has  fially  proved 
tlks  bene^t  that  would  have  accrued  from 
n  more  early  refonn  of  tiiis  house.  To 
4iave  p«x>ved  our  title  tio  superior  parity, 
lie  shoald  have  compared  the  present 
OBisaiK  of  oorruption  with  those  of  former 
times,  and  shewn  ns  there  were  (ewer 
pbcemen  in  parUatnent ;  (hat  loans  and 
cotttmcts  were  bss  numerous,  that  the 
pansioa  list  was  rednced,  and  that  (he 
MHKit  of  bon6ui!s  was  less  abundant. — 
Xlbe  taste  of  the  times  in  this,  as  other  re- 
npecti,  is  changed  ;  the  temptation  to  ad- 
Vttntnre  isi  totteries  in  former  times,  was 
thn  JBumhtr  of  mall  prizes ;  at  present,  it 
is  the  capitai  prizes  alone  that  6nrm  the 
idlnreaMnt.  1  believe  the  same  principle 
is  jyplka'fate  to  comiptioB. — Tho  grounds 
tipon  which  the  house  is  called  u|Km  to 
pnt  a  map  to  the  traffic  in  seats  is,  the 
<np«n  and  nnhlashing  diacloeare  of  the 
fwactioe.  it  is  become,  as  has  been  truly 
naid«  as  open  and  sndisJKttahle  as  the  son 
«t  «aon  wy.-^Wfaat  is  the  sensation  thw 
iias  peodnoed  in  the  public  mmd  ?  Let 
«no  aak,  ^ntlenien,  has  there  been  a  pnb- 
lie  mtntnag  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom 
that  4as  not  expresaed  their  sentiments 
npon  ^e  necessity  of  the  reform  of  par- 
iiMnent  ?    Ao  thiom  gendnmen  who  con- 


tend against  putting  a  stop  to  tbe  aalo  of 
seats  in  this  house,  flatter  themselves  their 
arguments  wiH  convince  those  out  of  doors, 
whatever  they  do  U)ose  within,  that  soch 
things  are  right  and  ought  to  be  tolerated  ? 
If  they  account  us  of  any  authority,  the 
unvaried  opinion  of  all  former  times,  are 
they  not  in  4irect  opposition  to  them? 
The  hpnour,  the  dignity,  and  security  of 
this  branch  of  the  legislature,  ia  recog- 
nized to  depend  on  its  purity. 

Tho  best  and  moat  esteemed  wrtCers 
upon  the  constitution  are  agreed,  that  the  . 
esteem  and  veneration  of  the  people  is  the  f 
foundation  of  the  democratic  psirt  of  our  | 
government.— Can  tEoSTwifb  are  best  wJU 
hng  to  contemplate  the  present  crisb,  over- 
look the  peculiarities  of  the  present  mo« 
ment?  In  all  other  times,  the  people 
have  addressed  their  comphiints  to  ns,  an4 
looked  to  this  house  for  redress.  Is  that 
the  case  now  ?  What  has  produced  this 
conduct,  so  difierent  from  former  times  } 
Does  it  proceed  from  the  people  having 
more  or  less  confidence  in  us  ?  In  answer 
to  those  who  say,  how  has  the  nation 
thriven,  and  could  this  have  been  the  case 
if  the  system  had  been  so  ruinous  and  bad 
as  is  now  represented  ?  Sir,  there  are  who 
will  aqaally  contend,  that  hitherta  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  people  have  been  a  counter- 
poise to  those  growing  evils.  As  proofs^ 
thf^y  point  to  the  accumulation  of  our 
enormous  national  debt ;  the  oppressive 
burdens  under  which  the  nation  labours. 
They  charge  the  facility  with  which,  for 
the  last  hundred  years,  we  have  entered 
into  wars,  and  the  pertinacity  with  which 
they  have  too  frequently  hec»i  persevered 
in  ;  the  pliability  of  parliament  they  at- 
tribute to  the  defects  of  its  construction, 
as  well  as  all  the  other  evils  under  which 
they  suffer.  The  people  loudly  express 
their  diiibelief  that  any  one  would  sacri- 
fice every  six  years  five  thousand  gmneno 
to  procure  a  seat  in  this  house,  withent 
having  views  that  it  wo«ild  be  unbecoming 
in  m€  to  state.  Sir,  with  such  sentimenta 
entertained  of  us  by  the  public,  is  there 
any  rational  hope  we  can  regain  our  lost 
consequence,  or  re-t^tablish  ourselves  in 
the  public  opinion,  whilst  we  suiier  the 
continuance  of  a  practice  so  degrading. 
Our  nakedness  is  so  apparent,  that  unleaa 
we  are  determined  to  renounce  all  sense 
of  modesty,  some  measures  muat  be  taken : 
our  negieotinM  will  be  considered  as  equal 
to  refusing  to  act,  and  must  dif^ust-all  the 
sound  and  virtuous  part  of  the  commnnily. 
AU  those  ii4ko  wish  our  destnaction/  (if 
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any  mmib^r  of  sach  there  be)  will  rejoice 
if  we  OfDtt  to  put  an  end  to  such  practices. 
It  will  be  in  vain  to  condemn  the  practice 
hereafter,  if,  after  itn  present  notoriety, 
we  do  not  put  an  efiectoal  stop  to  it — 
Thoee  who  argue  the  present  feelings  of 
the  people  ^ill  soon  subside,  and  that  in  a 
short  time  their  demands  for  Parliamentary 
Befbrm  will  be  forgotten,  appear  to  me  to 
bare  taken  a  very  superficial  Tiew  of  the 
state  of  the  country.  I  cannot  belierc  the 
people  of  England  to  be  so  besotted  as  to 
look  with  indifierence  upon  the  roost  im- 
;  portant  of  their  privileges. — The  pride,  the 
;  iMmst  of  this  nation,  has  been  in  its  right  of 
t  dMHing  the  persons,  into  whose  hands  they 
^^ should  confide  their  lives  and  property. 
\This  b  the  source  from  whence  has  sprung 
^hat  spirit  which  has  made  us  able  to  dis- 
tinguish ourselves  beyond  all  other  p^ple, 
in  comparison  to  our  physical  force ;  with* 
draw  this  prop,  and  what  must  be  the  con- 
sequences ?  What,  Sir,  must  be  the  feel- 
ings of  all  the  virtuous  and  uncorrupt 
electors  in  the  kingdom,  to  have  forced 
npon  them  the  certainty  that  the  elective 
franchise,  which  they  prize  as  the  founda- 
tion t>f  their  liberty  and  security,  is  a 
saleable  commodity  ?  That  those  laws 
which  have  been  made  at  diffbrent  periods* 
te  n^aintstin  the  purity  and  freedom  of 
election^  are  violated  with  impunity,  by 
members  of  this  house  ?  That  the  law  is 
only  against  the  retail  dealer,  but  that  the 
wholesale  merchant  traffics  with  impunity  ? 
In  every  breast  that  retains*  a  spark  of 
patriotism  or  public  virtue,  we^  must  be 
viewed  with  the  strongest  feelings  of  re- 
probation; bow  shall  we  be  considered  by 
those  who  imitate  our  example,  and  make 
a  marketable  commodity  of  their  suf- 
frages }  They  will  accuse  us  of  injustice, 
and  demand  reform  conformable  to  our 
practice  ;  that  is,  that  we  should  remove 
every  barrier  against  their  openly  setting 
up  their  suffrages  to  sale ;  that  the  stig- 
mas attached  to  this  practice  should  be 
done  away,  and  the  selling  what^  by  our 
practice,  we  contend  we  have  a  right  to 
purchase^  should  no  longer  be  mistakenly 
considered  as  disgraceful ;  can  you  refuse 
what  appears  but  common  justice  ?  — 
Under  all  these  circumstances,  I  should 
be  glad  that  any  gent,  would  {>oint  out  to 
me  the  class  of  the  community  from  whom 
we  liave  a  right  to  look  for  respect  or  ap- 
probation. 

Sir,  I  am  ready  to  admit,  that  it  is  un- 
fortunate these  disclosures  should  have 
taken  place  at  this  moment^  when  unani- 


mity is  so  necessary  to  carry  us  through 
the  arduous  struggle  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged. The  experience  of  past  times  has 
proved  the  pertinacity  with  which  govern- 
ment and  individuals  cling  to  abuses. 
These  practices,  however  they  debase  all 
who  have  any  share  in  them,  and  degrade 
parliament,  will  not  be  corrected  without 
a  great  and  arduous  struggle.  The  only 
safe  and  honourable  conduct  for  the  house 
to  pursue  is,  to  follow  the  precedent  of  all 
former  times,  and*  to  redress  aud  provide 
suitable  remedies  for  the  abuse.—- The 
attempt  to  bring  the  reasoning  of  Dr. 
Paley,  to  support  such  practices,  is  unjust 
to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  good 
man  ;  he  decicledly  condemns  bribery,  as 
laying  the  seeds  of  general  corruption, 
and  weakening  the  affections  of  the  people 
for  parliament.  His  conclusion  is  meet 
strikmg  of  our  present  situation  :  he  says, 
**  No  order  or  assembly  of  men  whatever, 
can  long  maintain  their  place  and  antho- 
thority  in  a  mixed  government,  of  which 
the  members  do  not  individually  possess  a 
respectable  share  of  personal  importanoe.'' 
Is  not  this  a  just  description,  and  sufficient 
to  carry  home  conviction  to  every  gentle- 
man's mind,  of  the  absolute  necessity  for 
the  measure  proposed. 

An  hoo.  member,  with  some  degree  of 
triumph,  boasts  of  the  decrease  of*cases  of 
bribery,  and  the  rapid  reform  which  hae 
and  is  taking  place  in  many  of  these  plicee 
which  were  formerly  under  the  inmienee 
of  local  interests.  If  it  fell  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  hon.  member,  1  wish  he 
had  proceeded  to  point  out  the  caosee  of 
this  change  ;  let  me  ask  hicn,  has  it  arisen 
from  those  who  have  thus  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  favour  of  the  people,  di»* 
charging  with  more  assiduity  those  offices, 
from  which  the  public  derives  such  advan- 
tage ?  Is  it  from  their  example  }  From 
their  hospitality  ?  From  their  virtuous  ex- 
ample in  private  life  ?  No,  sir,  not  a  word 
of  this  has  been  said,  and  I  suppose  the 
gentleman  is  ignorant,  that  their  ancient 
attachments  are  broken  by  the  grosseal 
practices  of  corruption  and  bribery.  The 
old  and  clumsy  modes  in  which  bribery 
was  heretofore  practiced,  are  exploded; 
a  new  system  and  vocabulary  has  been 
introduced ;  no  one  now  asks  for  a  bribe; 
but  if  the  candidate  proposes  a  breakfaHf 
after  the  election,  the  reply  in  the  affirma* 
tive  assures  the  voter  from  20  to  SO  gui« 
neas,  as  the  price  may  have  been  settled 
at  former  elections  ;  the  intention  of  this 
system  bids  fair  to  destroy  all  principle 
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and  public  virtue.  Frum  the  improve- 
ments in  this  nefarious  practice,  the  reme- 
dies provided  at  former  periods  are  now 
rendered  nugatory.  Those  who  can  make 
their  minds  up  to  come  into  the  house  by 
such  methods,  must  excuse  me  if  I  think, 
their  being  kept  out  of  it  would,  .so  far 
from  being  a  loss,  be  a  great  public  gain. 
Sir,  the  first  instance  we  have  upon  re- 
cord of  an  attempt  to  attain  a  seat  in  this 
house  by  bribery,  is  in  the  1 3th  of  Eliza- 
beth ;  the  description  of  that  person  is 
curious,  he  is  stated  to  have  been  a  weak 
and  foolish  man  ;  what  would  have  been 
said,  if  be  had  attempted  to  defend  him- 
self with  the  arguments  we  have  heard 
this  night }  Their  ability  might  have  ex- 
empted him  from  the  imputation  of  folly, 
but  wouid  not  have  saved  him  from  the 
resentment  of  the  house;  on  the  contrary, 
I  belitve  it  would  have  enhanced  the  mea- 
sure of  punishment.  The  next  head  of  ar- 
gument is  for  those  who  profess  to  feel 
reform  as  necessary  as  Ido;  but  who  will 
l>e  content  with  nothing  short  of  a  com- 
plete and  radical  reform.  However  I  may 
regret  the  want  «f  the  support  of  any  set 
of  gentlemen,  I  have  no  ri^ht  to  complain 
of  it,  when  their  objections  are  made, 
when  I  and  others  have  an  opportunity  to 
meet  and  censure  them ;  but  I  do  com- 

Elain  when  it  is  represented,  the  bill  I 
ave  brought  into  this  house  is  the  moU 
dangerous  and  unconstitutional  that  was 
ever  introduced.  How  does  this  acconi 
with  the  imputation  now  attached  to  it, 
that  it  purposes  to  do  something,  and  does 
nothing  ?  Such  if  the  hon.  baronet  knew 
me,  he  would  not  believe  to  be  the  habits 
of  my  life.  Sir,  I  do  believe,  those  who 
are  most  hostile  to  it,  consider  it  as  likely 
to  do  a  great  deal,  aiKl  if  adopted  in  the 
spirit  with  which  it  has  been  introduced, 
would  in  a  very  ^reat  and  considerable 
degree,  go  to  satisiy  the  people,  and  to  do 
away  much  of  th!e  existing  'discontents. 
Sir,  my  intention  is  not  only  to  stop  the 
corruption  of  individuals,  but  that  of  the 
treasury  likewise.  It  is  curious  to  hear 
those  who  so  vehemently  argue  against  the 
corruption  of  parliament,  contend  for  the 
sale  of  seats  ;  they  say,  take  money  out 
of  the  market,  and  you  will  throw  the 
whole  power  into  the  hands  of  the  trea- 
sury. Sir,  I  aim  to  make  it  so  difficult, 
that  it  shall  be  impossible  for  government 
to  carry  on  any  extensive  traffic  with  pa- 
tronage. 

The  imputation  of  corruption  attach- 
ing upon  ministers,  would  throw  great 


power  into  the  scale  of  their  opponents  ; 
but  should  the  crown  gain  power  by  the 
measure,  may  not  future  parliaments  pro- 
vide a  remedy  for  such  a  grievance,  as 
well  as  I  hope  we  are  about  to  provide  for 
this.  It  appears  to  me  evident,  this  abuse 
cannot  continue,  without  endangering 
the  'existence  of  this  house.  The  danj;er 
apprehended  from  the  measure  is  trivial, 
compared  with  what  must  result  from  the 
evil  being  suffered  to  continue.  Those 
who  contend  against  the  measure,  admit 
the  ruin  it  must  bring  upon  us,  and  yet 
are  satisfied  with  leaving  it  where  it  is, 
and  deferring  their  plan  of  Reform  to  a 
future  opportunity.  The  house  cannot 
be  ignorant  of  the  advantage  which  is 
taken  of  our  situation,  by  those  who  have 
in  contemplation  Reforms,  which  would 
find  few  friends  amongst  us  ;  it  becomes 
Us  therefore  well  to  consider,  whether 
we  will  adopt  salutary  regulations,  or 
by  refusing  them,  expose  ourselves  to 
be  reformed  by  means,  that  every  friend 
to  his  countiy  would  deprecate.  Sir, 
I  lament  when  I  find  public  men  lending 
themselves  to  encourage  hopes  which 
cannot  be  realized ;  does  any  man  believe 
a  Reform  in  Parliament  would  exempt  us 
from  the  Income  Tax  ?  such  things  aggra- 
vate the  evils  we  suffer,  without  tlie  pos- 
sibility of  providing  a  remedy. 

Such,  Sir,  are  my  opinions,  and  in  con- 
formity to  them,  I  have  felt  myself  com- 
pelled to  bring  forward  this  measure,  too 
weak  for  the  strong,  and  too  strong  for  the 
weak.  It  has  been  powerfully  exemplified 
this  night,  that  we  have  no  longer  the 
means  of  defending  ourselves;  what.  Sir, 
must  have  been  your  feelings  on  hearing 
a  language  that  was  never  presumed  to  be 
uttered  before  any  of  your  predecessors ! 
and  yet  the  house  will  bear  testimony, 
the  chair  was  never  more  ably  filled,  nor 
was  there  ever  a  Speaker  who  contributed 
to  uphold  in  a  more  distinguished  manner, 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  station. 
May  we  speedily  adopt  such  measures,  as 
will  enable  you.  Sir,  to  restore  respect 
within  the  walls,  and  to  command  it  from 
the  nation  at  large,  and  may  we  persevere 
in  the  adoption  of  such  measures,  as  may 
secure  to  us  the  blessings  of  a  free  consti- 
tution, and  enable  us  to  hand  it  down  to 
the  latest  posterity. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Tuiaday,  Ma^  30. 
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[DuTCES  ON  Salt.] — ^General  Gnscoyne 
proceeded  at  some  length  to  comment 
upon  the  inequality  of  the  Duties  imposed 
upon  the  importation  of  British  and  fo- 
reign salts  into  Ireland,  Which  he  con- 
tended \Yent  to  discourage  the  efforts  of 
the  British  manufacturer,  by  giving  an 
undue  advantage  to  the  foreign  market. 
He  admitted  the?  excellence  of  the  Bay 
salt.  bi!it  insisted  that  the  British  Salt 
would  with  proper  encouragement  Tery 
shortly  arrive  at  a  comparative  degree  of 
excellence.  The  British  roanufabturer  had 
a  right  to  every  encouragement  from  Ire- 
land, and  he  thouoht  this  would  be  best 
done  by  an  equsdization  of  the  duties. 
He  concluded  by  moving,  That  the  house 
do  resolve  itself  to-morrow  into  a  Com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  .considering " 
the  propriety  of  equalizing  the  Duties 
on  British  and  Foreign  Salts,  imported 
into  Ireland. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that  the  British  salt 
was  made  by  the  operation  of  fire,  and 
what  was  called  bay  salt  was  made  by  the 
operation  of  the  sun.  The  British  salt 
was  employed  only  prior  to  the  packing  of 
the  beef,  and  the  bay  salt  in  the  jyacking, 
so  that  there  were  no  sort  of  competition 
in  the  Irish  market  between  the  two  kinds 
of  salt,  as  they  were  both  employed  for 
different  purposes,  or  at  least  in  different 
branches  of  the  art  of  salting  beef ;  the 
British  salt  would  not  be  fit  in  packing 
the  beef,  because  that  kind  of  salt  having 
undergone  the  process  of  boiling  would 
be  apt  in  warm  countries  to  melt  and  slip 
froin  between  the  interstices  of  the  bcet^ 
and  so  fail  in  the  object  of  keeping  the 
beef ;  in  fact,  what  had  made  the  Irish 
beef  so  famous  in  different  quarters  of  the 
world  for  keeping  so  well  in  any  climate, 
was  the  virtue  of  the  bay  salt  with  which 
it  had  been  cured.  The  bay  salt  had 
been  formerly  80*  pounds  to  the  bushel, 
while  the  British  salt  was  but  56  pounds 
to  the  bushel,  so  much  as  to  the  inequa- 
lity of  the  duties,  since  the  measures  of 
each  bushel  were  rated  at  56  pounds,  and 
then  the  duties  were  on  the  one  1*.  5d. 
per  bushel,  and  on  the  other  Qs,  the 
bushel.  Any  subject,  however,  that  ex- 
cited so  considerable  an  interest  in  so  re- 
spectable a  part  of  the  community  as  the 
town  of  Liverpool,  he  should  be  at  all 
times  ready  to  pay  every  attention  to. 
But  it  was  now  just  at  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  too  late  to  get  the  necessary  in- 
formation from  those  in  Ireland  who  were 
so  interested  in  the  question.     He  should 

Vou  XIV. 


be  willing  at  an  early  period  in  the  next 
session  to  agree  to  its  being  brought  before 
the  house,  but  he  did  not  think  the  present 
the  proper  opportunity  for  discussing  it. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  gent,  who  had  just  spoken,  on  the 
propriety  of  postponing  to  the  beginning 
of  next  session  a  question  of  such  import- 
ance. 

Mr.  Jacob  entered  into  a  chemical  ana- 
lysis of  the  nature  of  salt,  and  shewed, 
that  the  slower  the  process  of  drying  the 
salt  the  slower  the  evaporation,  the  stronger 
the  salt,  and,  that  of  course,  if  the  process 
by  fire  was  contrived  to  be  as  gradual 
as  that  by  the  sun,  he  did  not  see  that  the 
salt  made  by  the  fire  might  not  be  as 
serviceable  as  the  foreign  bay  salt. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  in  explanation,  that 
he  was  aware  that  an  atttempt  had  been 
made  in  Lymington  to  make  bay  salt,  and 
that  it  had  failed.  He  said,  that  it  was 
called  bay  salt,  because  made  by  being 
exposed  to  the  sun  in  inlets  or  bays  in 
Portugal. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  trusted  his  hon.  friend  who  brought 
forward  this  motion  would  now  be  satis- 
fied that  it  had  met  with  as  favourable  a 
reception  from  his  right  hon.  friend 
near  him  as  circumstances  could  possibly 
admit  of.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  tho 
motion  would  not  at  present  be  pressed 
any  farther,  with  understanding  that  th« 
question  would  meet  with  every  attention 
from  that  house  early  in  the  next  session. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  the  evidence 
at  present  was  but  ex  parte  evidence,  and 
that  they  ought  to  wait  until  they  heard 
the  sentiments  of  those  in  Ireland  in- 
terested in  the  subject,  before  they  de- 
cided either  upon  lowering  the  duties  on 
British  salt  or  augmenting  those  upon  fo- 
reign salt. 

General  Tarleion  said,  that  England 
had  been  on  all  occasions  bounteous  and 
indulgent  towards  Ireland,  in  giving  her 
every  fair  advantage  in  her  trade  ;  and 
that  if  it  was  made  out  that  the  British 
salt  was  as  eilectual  in  curing  provisions 
as  the  foreign  salt,  he  thought  Ireland 
should  not  object  to  the  equalization  of 
the  duties.  The  bay  salt  was  the  cargo 
under  which  brandy  in  general  was  smug- 
gled :  and  perhaps  it  might  be  owing  to 
this  method  of  disguising  smuggling  that 
the  gentlemen  in  Ireland  w^re  able  to 
drink  such  good  wines.  He  had  oh9i\ 
been  indebted  to  them  for  a  very  hospita- 
ble portion  of  their  excellent  wia«s ;  and 
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he  knew  them  to  be  very  select  in  their 
wines  in  general,  indeed  they  drank  it 
much  cheaper  and  better  than  gentlemen 
in  this  country  were  able  to  do ;  and 
that  they  did  so,  might  be  owing  to  the 
Irish  market  being  pretty  abundantly 
supplied  in  this  way. 

General  Gascoyne  then  consented  to 
withdraw  his  motion. 

[Frauds  in  the  Irish  Revenue — Mr. 
Beauchamp  Hill.]  Sir  John  Newport,  pur- 
suant to  uotice,  rose  to  make  his  promised 
motion,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  a 
person  (Mr.  Beauchamp  Hill),  to  a  situa- 
tion in  the  Excise  in  Ireland,  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  a  statute  of  regulation  made  for 
that  country,  and  which  was  expressly  in- 
tended to  guard  against  the  Frauds  com- 
mitted on  the  revenue  of  that  country.  If 
this  should  appear  to  be  the  case,  and  that 
the  person  allude.d  to  had  actually  incurred 
his  dismissal  fvom  the  situation  he  had  for- 
merly held  in  the  Excise,  under  the  very 
letter  and  spirit  of  that  act,  instead  of  the 
promotion  he  had  met  with,  what  terms 
were  too  strong  to  reprobate  such  a  con- 
duct in  those  concerned  in  such  a  proceed- 
ing ?  How  did  the  present  case  stand  ?  By 
a  statute  made  in  1806,  it  was  enacted, 
that  any  officer  in  the  customs  or  excise  in 
Ireland,  convicted  of  taking  money  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  should  be  incapable 
of  holding  any  place  under  the  govern- 
ment. By  a  former  statute  on  the  same 
subject,  it  was  declared,  that  such  persons, 
taking  a  bribe  for  neglecting  their  duty, 
should  be  incapable  of  holding  any  em- 
ployment ;  but  it  was  found  they  got  out  of 
this  statute,  by  asserting  they  took  money 
for  performing  (heir  duty.  To  remedy 
which  the  former  statute  was  enacted.  It 
appeared  from  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  inquire  into  abuses  in 
the  Customs  and  Excise  in  Ireland,  that  in 
Sept.  iyo6,  they  called  before  them  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Beauchamp  Hill. 
Upon  his  examination,  he  stated,  he  had 
been  a  surveyor  for  four  years,  ai^d  that 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  a  present 
of  20  guineas  per  month  from  every  still 
contained  in  his  walk.  It  also  appeared, 
by  his  examination,  that  he  justified  this 
practice  on  the  ground  of  precedent  and 
notoriety,  and  also  from  necessity,  owipg 
to  the  inadequacy  of  his  salary  to  his  sup- 
port. This  might  be  admitted  as  some 
excuse  in  his  favour,  but  still  the  law  was 
precise  in  marking  the  offence,  and  point- 
ing out  the  penalty ;  and  thouj^h  the  of- 
fence might  be  overlooked  on  the  plea  of 


necessity,  yet  he  conceived  that  should  have 
been  the  extent  of  the  mercy  shewn  him. 
Notwithstanding,  however,  he  was  found, 
in  the  month  of  March,  1808,  promoted  to 
the  office  of  Inspector-General  of  Excise ; 
that  is,  to  oversee  that  others  did  not  abuse 
that  trust  of  which  he  himself  had  been 
convicted ;  and  this,  jointly  with  another 
person,  in  the  room  of  two,  who  were  re- 
moved on  charges  of  misconduct  which 
they  had  denied,  and  upon  which  they 
had  demanded  a  trial.  He  concluded  with 
moving:  "  That  it  appears  to  this  house, 
that,  by  the  46th  of  his  majesty,  ch.  88,  it 
was  enacted,  on  the  12th  July  1800,  that 
any  Officer  of  Customs  or  Excise  in  Ire- 
land, who  should,  directly  or  indirectly, 
ask,  take,  or  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  from  any  Distiller,  for  or  on  any 
account  whatsoever,  should  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
should  be  rendered  incapable  of  holdingany 
office  or  employment  civil  or  military: — 
that  it  appears  to  this  house, from  the  fifth 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Enquiry 
in  Ireland,  appointed  by  parliament,  that 
Mr.  Beauchamp  Hill  declared  before  the 
said  Commissioners  of  Enquiry,  in  his  ex- 
amination upon  oath,  in  the  month  of 
iSept.  180G,  that  he  the  said  Beauchamp 
Hill,  being  a  surveyor  of  excise,  was  then, 
and  had  been  for  some  time  previous  to  his 
said  examination,  .receiving  20  guineas 
per  month  from  each  distiller  in  the  dis- 
trict committed  to  his  charge,  which  was 
a  part  of  the  city  of  Dublin : — That  it  ap- 
pears to  this  house,  that,  on  the  8th  day 
of  March,  UiOS,  the  said  Beauchamp  Hill, 
having,  by  his  own  confession,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  before-recited  act,  in- 
curred the  penalty  of  incapacitation  at- 
tached to  his  misconduct,  was  promoted  to 
the  responsible  office  of  inspector- general 
of  that  department  of  the  revenue  in  which 
this  breach  of  the  law  was  committed,  in 
direct  violation  of  the  enactment  of  th^' 
said  statute." 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that  certainly  owing  to 
the  inadequacy  of  their  salaries,  an  uni- 
versal system  of  corruption  had  formerly 
existed  among  the  revenue  officers  of  Ire- 
land, and  that  out  of  32  excise  officers  ex- 
amined by  the  commissioners  of  inquiry, 
30  of  them  had  confessed  that  they  had 
received  similar  presents.  They  justified 
it  from  its  being  a  constant  practice,  and 
kn'v)wn  to  be  so  by  the  board  who  em- 
ployed them,  and  who  yet  took  no  mea- 
sures to  st  op  it.  The  practice  of  recel v  ing 
these  gratuities  was  so  universal,  and  sa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


789]  PARL  DEBATES,  May  30,  IHOO.—Fraudi  in  the  Irish  Revenue. 


[790 


long  in  a  manner  coDnived  at,  that  it 
would  have  been  unfair  to  select  one  or  two 
individuals  for  punishment,  as  almost 
every  other  officec  in  the  revenue  equally 
deservedto  be  dismissed.  Mr.  Hill,  how- 
ever, was  ever  ready  to  give  every  infor- 
mation in  his  power  to  the  commissioners 
of  inquiry,. and  was  in  every  other  respect 
a  very  cood  officer.  He  was  therefore 
promoted  for  his  merit,  although  he  had 
in  common  with  all  the  other  excisemen 
done  a  thing  illegal  and  improper.  He 
therefore  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  thought  nothing  could 
bringthe  house  into  greater  contempt  than 
passing  over  so  lightly  such  a  flagrant  case 
as  had  been  now  stated.  Who  could  be- 
lieve that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  find 
a  single  honest  man  to  fill  any  office  in  the 
Irish  revenue  ?  If  the  revenue  officers  were 
so  corrupt  from  bottom  to  top,  they  should 
be  all  removed,  and  honest  men  sought 
for.  If  men  in  high  situation  had  known 
of  their  frauds,  and  connived  at  them, 
they  should  also  be  dismissed.  He  had 
heard  with  infinite  pleasure,  that  his  ma- 
jesty had  been  advised  to  annul  a  commis- 
sion granted  to  a  noble  lord  (lordBurg- 
hersh).  He  hoped  he  would  also  be  advised 
to  annul  this  appointment. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  that  it  was  sufficient 
proof  of  the  corruption  of  some  of  the  re- 
venue officers  that  they  were  aliv«  ;  for  if 
they  had  trusted  to  their  salaries,  they 
must  have  starved.  The  salaries  were 
settled  in  the  reign  of  Charles  H.  and  were 
but  40/.  a  year  to  the  guager,  and  65L  a 
year  to  the  surveyor.  It  therefore  became 
necessary  for  them  to  get  by  some  other 
means  those  necessaries  of  meat,  drink, 
and  cloathing,  for  themselves  and  their 
families,  which  the  pure  abstract  patriots 
of  the  present  day  might  not  think  they 
had  any  right  to  think  of.  It  was  lord  An- 
nesley  who  had  recommended  this  particu- 
lar promotion  ,  on  no  ground  but  that  Mr. 
Hill  was  an  active  and  good  officer. 

M^.  Peter  Moore  said,  that  without  pre- 
tending to  those  abstract  ideas  of  perfec- 
tion, he  would  still  say,  that  although  he 
had  before  heard  a  system  of  bribery  and 
corruption  avowed,  he  never  did  suppose 
that  such  a  scene  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion as  this  coald  ever  have  been  justified 
or  excused.  It  appeared  fi*om  the  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry,  that  the 
n*auds  committed  on  the  Irish  revenue  by 
the  licensed  distillers  amounted  in  a  year 
to  850,000/.  and  that  the  principal  cause 
of  these  enormous  frauds  was,  that  those 


officers  were  bribed  to  connive  at  them. 
These  distillers  now  deprecated  all  manner 
of  inquiry  into  those  transactions. 

Mr.  R,  S,  Ditndas  defended  the  pro- 
motion, on  the  ground  of  its  being  neces- 
sary to  select  for  promotion  persons  in  the 
service  of  the  revenue ;  and  that  it  would 
have  been  absolutely  impossible  to  have 
dismissed  them  all. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  said,  that  he  had 
never  in  his  life  heard  such  doctrines 
gravely  stated,  as  might  be  dedaced  from 
what  had  faUen  from  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Croker).  If  a  man's  salary  was  not  suffi- 
cient, was  that  an  excuse  for  his  taking 
bribes^  and  conniving  at  all  manner  of 
frauds  against  the  government  which  em- 
ployed him  ?  As  to  the  ridicule  which 
the  hon.  gent,  appeared  to  throw  out 
against  those  pure  aQd  abstract  patriots, 
who  would  not  consider  the  necessity  of 
providing  meat,  drink,  or  clothing  fc^r 
themselves  and  ^milies  a  sufficient  excuse, 
he  would  say  that  it  i^ever  was  allowed  as 
an  excuse  for  dishonest  actions.  If  it 
were,  any  person  indicted  at  the  Old 
Bailey  for  a  robbery  would  say  it  was 
only  for  the  purpose  of  getting  meat,  drink, 
and  clothing  for  himself  and  family.  Such 
an  excuse  would  not  be  admitted  at  that 
place.  If  the  salaries  of  these  places  were 
not  sufficient,  did  any  body  obli&e  these 
men  to  become  excisemen  ?  He  must 
therefore  support  the  original  motion,  as 
he  conceived,  the  promotion  of  such  a  per^ 
son  highly  improper. 

The  Clmncelhrqf  the  Exdtequer  did  not 
think  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Croker)  had 
maintained  the  general  proposition  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  gent,  imputed  to  him. 
It  was  to  be  considered  that  in  this  parti, 
cular  case,  when  all  the  excise-officers  in 
Ireland  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking 
certain  regular  presents  from  the  distil- 
lers, it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
dismiss  them  all  at  once,  as  altnough  that 
might  be  good  in  the  way  of  example,  yet 
it  would  be  a  sacrifice  of  the  revenues  of 
Ireland  for  two  years.  If  it  were  not  con- 
tended that  all  the  revenue  officers  of  Ire- 
land should  be  dismissed,  there  was  no 
reason  why  the  best  of  them  should  not  be 
promoted.  This  man,  although  he  had 
taken  money  as  others  did,  yet  in  other 
respects  he  did  his  duty.  The  cause, 
however,  of  this  great  corruption  had 
now  been  removed  by  the  increase  of  the 
officers*  salaries,  and  the  act  might  in  fu- 
ture be  strictly  enforced.  The  act  was  of 
a  prospective  and  not  of  a  retrospective 
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nature;  and  as  to  ihe  case  of  Mr.  Hill, 
there  had  been  no  legal  coufiction  against 
him,  nor  any  thing  but  his  own  confession 
before  the  commissioners,  which  was  not 
asked  for  tlie  view  of  turning  him  out  of 
his  place.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
it  was  desired  to  select  this  man  or  any 
other  for  punishment,  and  therefore,  if  he 
were  allowed  to  stay  in  the  revenue,  he 
saw  no  reason  why  he  should  not  be  pro- 
moted if  he  was  diligent  and  useful. 

Mr.  Homer  spoke  shortly  in  favour  of 
the  motion.  He  expressed  his  surprize  at 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  that  a  man  should  be  con- 
tinued in  office  who  had  been  found  guilty 
of  corruption.  He  for  his  own  part  thought 
that  a  more  flagrant  abuse  of  powei  was 
never  heard  of;  a  more  unblushing  breach 
of  purity,  he  was  cerlain,  never  till  then 
appeared  before  that  house,  and  as  such 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  give  it  his  de- 
cided reprobation. 

Sir  John  Nttvpcrt  replied,  generally,  to 
the  several  artnnnents  urged  against  his 
motion.  He  thought  the  defence  set  up 
so  extremely  weak  and  defective,  that  it 
was  only  necessary  to  make  a  few  obser- 
vations. He  insisted  that  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Beaucbamp  Hill  had  been  made  out 
as  strongly  as  the  case  would  permit.  The 
malt  books  of  Ross  (Jrea  walk  had  not  been 
returned.  It  was  said  some  of  them  had 
been  carried  away;  but  what  remained, 
proved  that  Mr.  B.  Hill  was  the  surveyor 
then,  that  15,000  gallons  of  pot  ale  had 
been  found  there  suppressed  ;  so  that  if 
you  could  not  positively  say  a  charge  was 
found,  it  was  very  reasonable  to  suppose 
it.  He  declared  he  did  not  previously 
know  Mr.  R  Hill,  nor  any  of  his  con- 
nexions, nor  any  of  those  persons  in  whose 
room  he  had  been  promoted ;  so  that  he 
could  not  be  actuated  by  the  slightest  bias 
or  motive  of  favour  or  partiality.  The 
first  he  knew  of  Mr.  Hill  was  seeing  his 
name  in  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Inqui  ry  He  censured  the  ground  of  ar- 
gument that  men  known  to  be  corrupt 
should  be  employed,  on  account  of  their 
ability  to  fill  a  particular  station.  On  the 
contrary,  he  thought  that  in  a  public  offi- 
cer honesty  and  character  could  not  be 
balanced  by,  nor  ought  they  to  be  put  in 
competition  with  any  ability,  however 
great  it  might  be,  He  should  therefore 
take  the  sense  of  the  house  on  his  motion. 
Mr.  Bar/tarn  said,  there  was  one  tirgu- 
ment  w  hich  ought  to  make  the  house  cau- 
^ous  in  what  way  they  dealt  with  this  mo- 


tion. It  had  been  publicly  and  generally 
asserted,  that  many  persons  sat  in  that 
house  by  improper  means.  The  public 
had  taken  the  alarm ;  and  it  had  been 
found  in  support  pf  that  alarm,  and  those 
assertions,  that  a  cabinet  minister  had  ac- 
tually been  concerned  in  bartering  for  a 
seat  in  that  house,  and  was  defended  for 
such  an  act.  It  was  by  the  motion  thai 
moment  under  consideration,  and  the  ar- 
guments urged  in  support  of  it,  further  as- 
serted that  corruptions  prevailed  in  a  most 
extensive  degree  over  the  whole  revenue 
of  Ireland.  If  something  was  not  done  to 
rectify  these  corruptions  and  abuses,  if  no 
steps  were  taken  towards  removing. them, 
he  dreaded  to  think  what  the  public  opi- 
nion of  that  house  must  very  soon  be. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for, 
the  house  divided,  when  their  appeared  : 
For  the  motion  -.------50 

.  Against  it ------77 

Majority  against  sir  John  New- 
port's motion -  — 27 

[Irish  Tithes.]  Mr.  Pameil  rose  to 
move  for  the  appomiment  of  commissioners 
to  enquire  into  the  state  of  Tithes  in  Ire- 
land. He  said  that  he  was  authorised  to 
consider  the  opinion  of  the  house  as  favour- 
able to  an  alteration  in  the  system,  incon- 
sequence of  the  sentiments  which  were 
expressed  by  those  who  had  opposed  his 
former  motion.  The  ground&  upon  which 
that  Was  negatived  were,  because  in  the 
opinion  of  some  members  this  period  of 
tlie  session  was  too  late  to  entertain  a  spe- 
cific plan,  and  because  in  the  opinion  of 
others  there  was  a  want  of  information  on 
the  subject.  To  meet  the  objections  of  the 
first  description,  he  intf^  '^  1  to  bring  for- 
ward a  plan  for  a  comi£k.Mtion  of  Tithes 
early  next  session,  and  to  remove  the  ob- 
jections arising  from  a  want  of  informationy 
he  now  moved  for  a  commission.  He  said 
that  a  commission  wus  preferable  to  a  se- 
lect committee  of  the  house,  because  if  we 
were  to  wait  till  the  next  session  to  appoint 
a  committee,  which  would  be  necessary, 
nearly  a  whole  year  would  be  lost  in  mak- 
ing the  inquiry,  and  besides  a.  committee 
if  appointed,  could  not  well,  sitting  here, 
obtain  the  information  which  was  wanted* 
Whereas  a  commission  could  proceed  upon 
the  enquiry  immediately ;  and  an  inquiry 
to  be  made  by  persona  appointed  by  the 
crown  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
body  whose  intere^its  were  immediately 
concerned,  than  an  enquiry  made  by  a 
committee  of  this  house ;  and  in  this,  aa  in 
all  other  respects  anceroinf  the  mode  of 
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paying  ibe  clergy  he  wished  to  proceed  in 
the  way  th^t  would  least  oftend  their  feel- 
ings. He  said  tliat  there  were  several 
precedents  for  this  mode  of  proceeding 
since  the  Union.  Commissi oner4  had  been 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  Ireland,  of  edqcation,  and  of 
piisons,  and  for  trying  controverted  eleo* 
tions,  all  which  inquiries  naturally  be- 
longed to  select  committees,  but  which,  in 
consequence  of  the  distance  of  Ireland, 
could  not  so  well  be  made  as  by  commis- 
sioners atting  on  tlx^^spet. — The  boose 
should  coaaider  in  coming  to  a  decision ^ 
on  his  motion,  why  any  inquiry  at  all  was 
wanting ;  if  Ireland  had  contixuied  to  have 
a  local  parliament,  no  such  inquiry  oould 
h^ve  been  wanting,  because  each  member 
would  have  been  completely  informed  of 
the  state  of  the  tithes  ;  the  house  then  was 
bound  to  place  the  people  of  Ireland  by 
an  enquiry  on  the  same  footing  as  they 
would  have  been  without  one,  if  the  Union 
had  not  taken  place,  and  to  remedy  as  far 
as  it  was  able  this  great  injury,  which  Ire- 
land bad  sustained  by  the  Union,  ot  the 
legislature  belog^isnocaDt  of  the  condition 
ok'  Ireland  and  of  the  nature  of  the  evils  «»f 
which  she  complained.  Besides  the  house 
should  consider  this  motion  w4th  rei^rence 
to  the  pejtiuons  on  the  table,  zjad  feel  that 
tl>ey  were  now  called  upon  to  give  an  an- 
swer to  those  petitions.  When  a  specific 
plan  of  redress  was  proposed  of  the  evil 
complaihed  of  in  these  petitions,  it  was  re- 
jected for  want  of  inforoifitioa,  and  will 
the  house,  now  tha(  a  movie  of  obtaining 
ioformatjon  is  brought  forward^  reject  that 
also,  and  say  we  will  neiiiier  adspt  a  re- 
medy for  the  evil,  nor  enquire  into  the 
nature  of  your  complaints  ?.  If  the  house 
does  so,  it  will  do  that  in  regard  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,  which  his.majesty  would 
never  do  towards  the  mcanost  subject  that 
petitioned  him  ;  for  an  instance  was  never 
known  where  a  complaint  was  preferred 
to  the  throne,  to  which  at  least  thiii  degree 
of  attention  was  paid  to  it,  of  giving  for 
answer  to  the  person  complaining>  that 
the  nature  of  the  complaint  should,  be  en- 
quired into.  The  hon.  member  said,  that 
he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  house  of  com- 
mona  would  not  refuse  to  give  the  same 
degree  of  attention  to  the  complaints  of 
the  people  of  Ireland>  which  was.  uniformly 
given  by  his  majesty  to  the  complainti^  of 
even  his  poorest  subjects.  He  moved, 
"  That  an  address  be  presented  to  bis  ma- 
jesty, to  appoint  a  special  oommissioo  to 
enquire  into  the  maaner'  in  vrbich  Tithes 


are  collected  in  Ireland,  and  such  other 
matters  relating  to  the  buying  and  collect- 
ing of  Tithes  in  that  country  as  they  shall 
judge  it  proper  to  direct  their  attention  to> 
and  to  report  thereon." 

Mr.  IL  S,  LhmtUu  (secretary  for  Ireland) 
opposed  the  motion,  upon  the  ground,  that 
beiore  they  went  the  length  of  addre&MOg 
the  king  to  appoint  commissioners  to  make 
such  jnquiries  they  should  first  be  satisfied, 
that  some  practicable  measure  could  be 
proposed  and  adopted,  to  remedy  the  evila 
complained  of>  aiMl  acknowledged  to  exist, 
in  regard  to  the  buy'mg  of  Tithes.  It 
would  only  tend  to  raise  the  expectations 
of  the  people,  whUie  they  couid  not  realise 
them.  The  bon.  gent,  must  be  aware,, 
that  the  feelings  and  passions  of  many  in- 
dividnals  were  already  too  much  uiive 
upon  this  subject  throughout  every  distvici 
in  freland ;  besides,  the  house  were  net 
at  present  deprived  of  intormation  upon 
Irish  subjects.  It  might  as  well  be  said,  ^ 
that  they  could  not  legiUate  as  to  the 
Tithes  of  Scotland,  without  instituting  aa 
inquiry  ;  wliereas  it  was  well  knowa  that 
a  lavr  was  lately  passed  relative  thereto^ 
merely  upon  the  statement  of  those  ac- 
quainted with  that  country.  He  doubted 
of  the  expediency  of  the  mode  of  inquirv 
proposed^  and  also  of  its  necessity,  as.  su£* 
ficient  information  could  be  derived  from 
gentlemen  connected  with  Ireland. 

Mr.  Mmarke  Fitzgerald  expressed  his 
surprise  at  hearing  such  an  opposition  to 
this  motion,  as  the  former  one  bad  been 
opposed  upon  the  ground  of  there  being  a 
want  of  sufficient  mfermation.  With  re*- 
spect  to  exiciting  dangerous  expectations 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  by 
the  measure  proposed,  he  could  assure  the* 
right  boo.  gent,  that  they  could  only  be. 
excited  by  Uie  continuance  of  the  present 
system,  and  he  was  persuaded  the  inquiry' 
would  have  quite  an  opposite  tendency. 
There  were  parts  of  Ireland  where  the  most 
serions.di9turbanoes  had  been  excited  with- 
in  these  last  two  years,  upon  this  very  sub- 
ject ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  say,  such-  had 
been  the  case  in  that  very  part  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent%  He  was  ooim 
vinced*  the  right  hon.  gent, '  when  he  be— 
came  acquainted  with  the  actual  state  of 
the  Tithes  in  Ireland,  would  retract  hi» 
opinion  and  sentiments  in  a  future  session. 
There  were  many  abuses  existing  therei 
which  did  not  exist  here^  l^rom  the  senti- 
ments generally  expressed  in  the  house, 
upon  a  former  night,  he  was  sore  that  an 
imfmry  wowldb^thfrbest  prelunhmry  t9 
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any  measure  that  parliament  could  kdopt 
to  remedy  those  evils.  He  should  touch 
upon  a  few  of  the  grievances  relative  to 
the  raising  of  Tithes  in  Ireland,  in  order 
that  gentlemen  might  contrast  them  with 
the  mode  adopted  in  England.  In  many 
cases  the  tithes  were  collected  by  the 
agents  of  absentee  clergymen  in  the  most 
severe  manner.  It  was  also  a  general 
habit  for  clergymen  to  set  them  t^  to 
auction,  and  sell  them  to  a  respectable 
tenant,  who  employed  another  to  extort 
the  utmost  from  poor  and  unfortunate  in- 
dividuals. If  such  practices  existed  in 
England  no  minister  would  dare  to  resist 
a  parliamentary  inquiry.  In  Ireland,  al- 
most all  the  lower  orders  of  the  people 
subsisted  by  cultivating  the  soil,  and  it  was 
upon  them  in  particular  this  tax  operated 
as  a  grievous  burden.  Even  the  potatpe 
garden  of  the  peasant  did  not  escape  uie 
most  rigorous  exactions.  This  was  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  taxation  adopted 
in  an^  country  whatever.  Add  to  the 
aeverities  of  collection,  the  plan  of  appor- 
tionmeDt  was  far  from  being  equitable.  In 
some  counties,  such  as  Ulster  and  Con- 
naoffhtf  the  potatoe-gardens  were  not  tithed 
at  all.  In  Kerry,  the  tithe  of  potatoes  was 
at  the  rate  of  36s.  per  acre,  and  in  two 
districts  close  to  it,  it  was  treble  that 
amount.  This  he  thought  was  a  severe 
injustice.  The  disturbances  of  the  White- 
boys  were  solely  owing  to  the  grievances 
of  the  tithe  system  in  those  counties, 
where  arbitrary  modes  of  exaction  exist- 
ed ;  while  in  others,  where  they  did  not 
exist,  no  disturbance  had  taken  place.  He 
did  not  wish  to  connect  this  inquiry  with 
the  question  of  religion,  as  he  was  con- 
vinced the  catholics  paid  the  tithes  more 
freely  and  more  willingly  than  the  pro* 
testants.  The  former  abstain  firom  resist- 
ance, from  motives. of  delicacy,  and  no 
political  disaffection  mingled  itself  with 
their  conduct ;  the  utmost  they  demanded, 
in  any  instance,  was,  that  the^  might  be 
allowed  to  deal  immediately  with  the  cler* 
fsyman  for  the  tithes.  If  the  matter  of 
tithes  was  to  become  the  subject  of  future 
discussion,  it  was  surely  proper  that  the 
house  should  be  prepared  for  it.  In  the 
views  he  had  in  regard  to  a  commutation 
of  tithes,  he  thought  nothing  but  a  com- 
plete commutation  would  ever  tranquillize 
Ireland.  It  would  put  the  established 
church  on  a  happier  footing,  and  wauld 
afibrd  greater  encouragement  to  agricul- 
ture. It  was  quite  paradoxical  that  pasture 
laud  should  be  exempted  from  any  pre- 


mium to  the  church.  Indeed  all  the  qreat 
landed  proprietors,  although  more  interest- 
ed in  the  church  establishment,  were  ex- 
empted from  the  payment  of  tithes,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  was  most  discouraging  to 
agriculture,  and  an  evil  which  could  only 
be  remedied  by  a  commutation  of  tithes, 
by  which  every  individual  should  pay  his 
portion  to  the  clergyman.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  should  vote  for  the  mo-' 
tion  for  inquiry. 

Mr.  Dundas,  in  explanation,  said,  he 
never  meant  to  convey  any  other  opinion, 
than  that  this  was  a  subject  highly  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  parliament.  He 
thought,  however,  that  the  inquiry  pro- 
posed at  the  present  time  was  altogether 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  it  would  be  highly 
satisfactory  to  know  at  what  period  go- 
vernment would  think  fit  to  make  any  in- 
quiry, or  adopt  any  measure'upon  this  sub- 
ject. Last  session  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  said,  he  had  even  gone  the 
length  of  preparing  a  bill  to  remed}'  these 
evils;  but  this  session  he  said  it  was  so  fall 
of  difficulties,  that  he  had  neither  bill  to 
propose,  nor  any  measure  to  adopt  When 
his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Parnell)  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  moved,  for  the  want  of  informa- 
tion ;  no  information  was  yet  procured, 
and  now  the  house  were  told  it  was  unne- 
cessary.— ^The  time  was  not  far  distant 
when  that  right  hon.  gent  and  all  others 
would  find  that  information,  as  to  Ireland, 
was  indispensably  necessary.  The  system 
of  tithes  was  a  subject  of  great  importance, 
and  surrounded  with  great  difficulties,  bat 
not  such  as  were  wholly  insuperable*  The 
arguments  used  against  adopting  this  mea- 
sure, were  the  best  reasons  in  the  world 
for  taking  it  immediately  into  considera- 
tion.— The  longer  it  was.  deferred,  the 
more  was  Ireland  exposed  to  calamities 
and  difficulties  of  every  kind.  Why  did 
the  right  hon.  gent,  not  take  some  step  in 
the  interval,  since  last  session,  to  procure 
the  information  he  wanted?  Why  did  he 
now  say,  that  on  account  of  the  difficulties 
and  importance  of  the  subject,  he  should 
take  no  step  at  all  ? — ^The  subject  was  of 
such  vital  importance  for  the  tranquillity 
of  Ireland,  as  well  as  of  this  country,  that 
he  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  take  the 
sense  of  the  house  upon  it,  and  that  ^ 
vernment  would  not  meet  the  house  with 
the  same  ignorance  next  session  as  they 
did  upon  this  one.  As  to  exciting  danger- 
ous expectations^  how  conld  it  be  supposed 
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that  such  a  matter  could  be  conducted  se- 
cretly ?  It  was  impossible  to  proceed  in 
any  way  without  exciting  the  hopes  and 
expectations  of  the  people  of  Ireland  upon 
this  subject.  The  measure  proposed  by  his 
hon.  friend  appeared  to  him  to  be  both  ju- 
dicious and  temperate.  It  applied  to  the 
crown,  as  to  the  head  of  the  church,  to  in- 
quire into  this  church  property.  It  placed 
the  nomination  of  the  persons  composing 
the  commission  entirely  in  the  executiv'e 
g9vernment,  where  it  ought  to  be.  He 
hoped  that  these  repeated  motions  on  this 
subject  would  at  le^st  havis  this  good  ef- 
fect, that  they  would  compel  ministers  to 
adopt  some  measure  to  ameliorate  the  si- 
tuation of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Grattan  thought  that  the  Commis- 
sion of  Inquiry  proposed  would  not  have 
the  desired  eflcct,  as  it  had  been  generally 
found  that  such  commissions  were  inade- 
quate to  the  objects  in  -view,  and  rather 
tended  to  discourage  the  adoption  of  a 
measure  than  otherwise.  Even  although 
such  a  commission  were  to  deliver  in  a  re- 
port, he  should  not  be  disposed  to  reckon 
it  binding.  He  had  seen  many  commis- 
sions appointed  by  the  crown,  but  they  had 
been  found  never  ta  go  to  the  root  of  tjjc 
evil,  and  rather  tended  to  recommend  a 
feeble  than  an  effectual  measure.  He 
thoiight  that  it  would  be  better  to  move, 
next  session,  that  a  committee  be  appoint- 
ed, and  that  the  loss  of  this  motion  would 
not  embarrass  that  one. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
think  that  the  house  were  in  ignorance  with 
respect  to  the  subject  of  tithes  in  Ireland ; 
but  he  conceived  that  the  difficulty  was 
how  to  find  out  a  practical  mode  of  secur- 
ing the  property  of  the  church.  He  had 
never  objected  to  the  former  motion  of  the 
hon.  member,  on  account  of  the  want  of 
information ;  but  he  objected  to  it,  be- 
cause it  was  not  a  measure  capable  of  be- 
ing adopted  for  the  reasons  he  then  gave. 
He  had  not  been  remiss  in  making  in- 
quiries, and  had  even  produced  a  plan, 
which  however  he  afterwards  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  abandon,  as  it  appeared  it  could 
not  have  the  dTect  desired.  He  could  not 
be  persuaded  that  any  inquiry,  either  by 
commission  or  committee,  would  do  any 
good,  for  they  did  not  want  information, 
but  they  wanted  merely  a  plan  of  how  to 
get  the  better  of  the  difficulties  they  knew 
to  exist. 

Sir  J.  Newpori  spoke  in  support  of  the 
motion.  He  thought  the  arguments  used 
against  it  wer^  very  extraordinary.  If  they 


did  not  institute  a  previous  inquiry,  the 
house  were  attempting  to  apply  a  remedy, 
without  knowing  what  was  the  nature  of 
the^  disease,  which  appeared  to  be  eniirely 
a  new  mode  of  legislating.  If  th&  result 
of  the  commission  did  not  satisfy  the  house, 
they  might  have  recourse'  to  some  ulterior 
information.  At  all  events,  the  noble  lord 
opposite  (Castlereagh)  was  bound  by  his 
former  professions,  at  the  Union,  to  find 
out  some  modifications  to  lighte^i  the  bur- 
dens of  the  poor  oppressed  people  of  Ire- 
land. Instead  of  doing  so,  however,  that 
noble  lord  appeared  to  forget  all  his 
pledges  for  the  public  good,  and  merely 
to  attend  to  those  that  went  to  provide  for 
individuals  whom  he  had  taken  care  to  se- 
duce to  his  own  standard.  That  noble  lord 
professed  to  be  the  follower  of  Mr.  Pitt ; 
segidtttr  non  passibus  equis.  If  he  were  so^ 
he  ought  undoubtedly  to  perform  the 
pledges  which  that  statesman  had  made,  as 
well  as  to  perform  those  which  he  himself 
had  undertaken.  '  If  ministers  profess  to 
be  the  successors  of  Mr.  Pitt,  let  them 
come  forward,  with  one  consent,  and  re- 
deem the  pledges  he  had  given,  otherwise 
they  could  not  pretend  to  be  other  than 
unworthy  successors. 

Lord  Coitleiragh  stated,  that  he  knew  of 
no  pledge  whatever  that  was  made  either 
by  Mr.  Pitt  or  himself,  upon  the  subject 
of  tithes,  or  upon  the  Catholic  question. 
He  should  most  distinctly  deny  that  he 
ever  had  made  any  pledge  as  to  Ireland. 

The  Hon.  C  H.  Hutchinson  supported 
the  motion,  and  in  strong  terms  deprecated 
the  conduct  of  the  nMe  lord  opposite 
(Castlereagh),  as  to  Ireland.  He  looked 
upon  that  noble  lord  as  the  parent  of  the 
Union,  and  he,  in  order  to  effect  it,  had 
made  many  promises  ;  but  whenever  any 
question,  as  to  the  amelioration  of  the  si- 
tuation of  Ireland  came  to  be  agitated,  he 
either  put  a  negative  u^n  it,  or  moved 
the  previous  question.  If  the  nable  lord 
thought  he  should  be  handed  down  to  pos- 
terity, either  for  private  virtue,  or  public 
political  conduct,  he  (Mr.  H.)  must  beg 
leave,  to  be  of  a  contrary  opinion.  [Here 
was  a  cry  of  Order!  order!  and  the 
Speaker  interfered  and  observed,  that  it 
was  irregular  to  allude  to  the  private  cha- 
racter of  any  individual  of  that  house.]  If 
(continued  Mr.  H.)  the  whole  of  the  coun- 
try were  to  stand  up  in  support  of  that  no- 
ble lord's  conduct,  he  should  be  proud  in 
standing  single,  and  stalinff  that  be  had 
grossly  discharged  that  public  duty  which 
he  owed  to  thai  country,  called  Ireland. 
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How  many  years  had  passed  since  th^ 
Union,  and  yet  nothing  bud  been  done  to 
ameliorate  its  sitoakion !  No  one  of  the 
expectartions  of  its  unhappy  people  had 
been  answered,  nothing  but  personal  de- 
gradation had  ensued.      Absentees  were 

^  greatly  increased,  the  capital  had  been  de- 
serted by  its  nobility,  and  almost  the  whole 
of  the  great  landed  proprietors.     Much 

'  had  been  promised  to  that  country,  but 
nothing  had  been  as  yet  peHbrmed. 

Mr.  I^amell  said,  in  reply  to  the  asser- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  gent,  that  a  want  of 
information  had  not  been  laid  as  a  ground 
of  objection  to  his  former  motion,  that  he 
could  appeal  to  the  recollection  of  several 
members  now  present,  whether  the  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  had  not  distinctly 
stated  as  the  reason  which  induced  him  to 
neprativethat  motion  through  want  of  in- 
ibmiation  on  the  subject  which  prevailed 
in  the  house.  If  there  was  anydoubt  upon 
this  point,  he  said  it  was  cleared  up  by  the 
absence  of  that  right  hon.  gent.,  for  he  had 
a  right  to  infer,  that  he  was  absent  be^ 
cause  he  could  not  vote  with  his  colleagues 
on  thismotion,in  consistency  with  the  opi- 
nion which  he  had  giren  on  the  former 
motion.  In  answer  to  what  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  said,  of  his  appearing  not  to  be 
aware  of  the  difficulties  which  attended 
the  plan  which  he  recently  proposed,  be- 
^  cause  he  had  not  replied  to  the  objections 
which  he  had  urged  to  it,  he  said  that,  the 
reply  made  to  those  objections  by  a  right 
hon.  friend  of  his,  rendered  it  unnecessary 
for  him  to  do  so.  He  had  said,  that  the 
plan  of  enabling  incumbents  to  make 
leases  for  twenty-one  years  was  apian  of 
no  detail  and  of  no  difficulty.  The  fact 
w«B,  that  nothing  would  have  been  so  easy 
as  to  have  secured  the  successor  to  the  in- 
cumbent noAking  the  leases  against  injury, 
because  it  would  only  have  been  necessary 
to  have  adopted'  the  same  regulations  as 
thcNie  under  which  all  tenants  for  life 
under  setklefneats  are  controled  in  making 
leases  cf  their  lands,  and  then  the  situa- 
tion of  the  successor  to  the  incumbent 
making  leases,  would  have  been  exactly 
the  same  as  tiie  situation  of  tenant  in  re- 
mainder under  the  established  law.  With 
regard  to  what  the  right  hon.  gent,  had 
said  a)»ovit'n»  inquiry  b^'mg  necessary,  and 
of  the  competency  of  the  bouse  to  dis- 
con  and  decide  upon  any  specific  plan 
that  may  be  brought  before  it,  without  any 
prcfvious  inquiry,  he  begged  the  house 
W9M  iiM  nrgH  the  declaration  of  the 
.   TlgkitiMn.geat^wiiM4yesheuldbftDgf(0r- 


ward  a  specific  plan  next  session,  in  order 
that  his  motion  may  not  be  opposed  as  his 
formor  one  was,  on  a  plea  of  want  of  in- 
quiry and  of  information.  The  chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  had  said,  the  pro« 
posed  inquiry  could  do  no  good,  because  it 
was  impossible  that  it  could  lead  to  any 
practical  plan.  To  this  doctrine  of  the 
impossibility  of  the  house  being  able  to 
discover  any  plan  for  a  commutation  of 
tithes  he  must  protest ;  for  though  it  might 
be  difficult  to  say  what  plan  was  the  best, 
still  there  were  so  many  great  authorities 
in  favour  of  a  commutation,  and  who  had 
pointed  out  plans  for  effecting  it,  that  it 
certainly  must  be  in  the  power  of  the 
house,  if  it  would  sincerely  set  about  the 
work,  to  discover 'some  plan  which  would 
noeet  the  evil  complained  of.  The  autho- 
rity of  Dr.  Paley  was  quite  decisive  upen 
the  subject ;  he  Ifttd  said  that  he  knew  of 
no  measure  so  practicable,  and  of  no  alter- 
ation that  would  be  so  beneficial,  as  a  com- 
mutation of  tithes  for  com  rents.  This 
opinion  should  therefore  give  the  bouse 
reason  to  suspect,  that  the  assertion  of  th^ 
right  hon.  gent,  that  no  practical  plan  can 
bediscovered,  was  wholly  unfounded.  He 
begged  the  house  to  consider,  that  they 
were  now  called  on  by  his  majesty's 
ministers  io  tell  those  who  had  sent  peti- 
tions to  this  house,  that  the  house  would 
not  inquire  into  grounds  of  their  com- 
plaints ;  and  he  submitted  to  the  justice 
and  good  sense  of  the  house,  whether, 
under  the  circumstances  of  Ireland  and 
of  the  continent,  this  was  an  answer  that 
ought  to  be  given  to  them. 
The  honse  then  divided. 

Ayes  - --    75 

Noes ' 146 

Majority  against  the  Motion ^71 

[Medical  Board.]  Mr.  Wardk  rose 
to  bring  forward  his  promised  motion  upon 
this  subject  The  supply  of  the  army 
with  proper  medicine  and  medical  aid 
was,  he  was  observed,  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance,  thtft  he  could  not  conceive  it 
possible  to  raise  a  doubt,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  making  it  the  subject  of  parlia- 
mentary investigation,  where  any  ground 
for  complaint  appeared.  That  such  ground 
existed  was  manifest  from  the  Report  upon 
the  table.  For  in  this  Rcprort  it  was  stated^ 
that  out  of  20,000  men  employed  in  ex-^ 
peditions  to  tlie  West  Indies,  no  less-than 
13,000  were  the  victims  of  disease;  one- 
third  owed  their  death  to  the  ignor- 
ance of  their  medical  men.  But  this  was 
iM  the  oniy  ground  of  complaint  which 
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he  meant  to  refer  to  the  consideration  of 
the  house.  The  charge  for  medicine  was 
enormously  dear.  He  instanced  the  article 
of  bark,  which  was  charged  at  no  less 
than  100  per  cent,  beyond  the  prime  cost; 
upon  this  aiticle  alone  he  observed  that 
the  sum  of  15,000/.  was  laid  out.  To 
prove  this  exorbitant  charge  he  was 
ready  to  produce  the  most  satisfactory  evi- 
dence at  the  bar  both  documentary  and 
oral.  As  a  principal  Witness  to  substan- 
tiate his  statements,  the  hon.  gent,  men- 
tioned the  name  of  Dr.  Chisholm. — ^With 
the  two  facts  he  had  stated,  he  did  not 
think  the  motion  which  he  was  about  to 
submit  could  be  consistently  opposed  with 
ft  view  to  the  necessary  inquiry.  He 
understood,  indeed,  that  no  opposition 
would  be  attempted,  and  therefore,  with- 
out further  preface,  he  moved,  "  That  a 
Return  of  the  whole  of  the  Medical  De- 
partmdht  should  be  laid  before  the  houj»e, 
namely,  the  physicians,  surgeons,  inspec- 
tors and  deputy  inspectors,  apothecaries, 
8cc.  distinguishing  the  period  of  th6  ap- 
pointment of  each,  the  situation  from 
which  removed  to  such  appointment, 
together  with  the  length  of  service."  ^ 

The  Secretary  at  War  would  not  object 
to  the  motion,  but  could  not  help  express- 
ing a  wish  that  the  subject  had  been  rather 
referred  for  inquiry  to  the  board  of  officers, 
which  being  constituted  by  parliament, 
had  the  power  of  obtaining  the  fullest  and 
most  satisfactory  information  applicable  to 
a  case  of  this  nature. 

Mr.  Rose  was  surprized  at  the  unquali- 
fied assertion,  that  upon  the  article  of^bark 
alone  the  sum  of  15,000/.  had  been  lost  tp 
the  country  (No,  no,  no  1  from  the  Oppo- 
sition Bench).  Having  had  occasion  to 
inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  medical  sup- 
ply to  the  army,  he  was  enabled  to  state, 
that  the  medicine  for  that  department  was 
furnished  at  a  rate  of  seven  or  eight  per 
cent,  less  than  that  of  the  navy.  If,  how- 
ever, there  was  any  real  ground  for  com- 
plaint, he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  re- 
fer the  cftse  to  the  Commission  of  Military 
Inquiry,  which  having  the  power  to  admi- 
nister oaths,  was  competent  more  satisfac- 
torily to  investigate  the  business  than  any 
committee  of  that  house,  which  had  no  such 
power. 

Mr.  Wardk  repeated  his  assertion  with 
respect  to  the  charge  for  bark,  correcting, 
how6vePy  the  misconception  of  the  right 
hon.  gent. ;  as  he  only  stated  15,000/.  as 
the  amount  of  the  supply.  With  regard 
to  the  Commission  alludtd  \»,  ht  w^uld 
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frankly  state  that  he  had  no  faith  in  Com- 
missions of  that  nature,  and  therefore  ho 
wished  to  bring  this  business  before  tho 
house.  And  as  to  that  Commission  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  it  would  not 
do  its  duty  if  it  did  not  produce  to  the 
country  a  saving  of  100,(X)0/.  a  year  in  the 
department  to  which  his  motion  referred. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  would 
not  hesitate  to  state,  that  if  the  h»n.  gent, 
was  in  possession  of  information  that 
100,000/.  a  year  ceuid  be  saved  to  th« 
country,  and  if  it  was  his  ol^ect,  as  no 
doubt  it  was,  to  conduce  to  the  public 
benefit,  it  was  his  duty  to  furnish  such  in- 
formation to  the  Commission  alluded  to. 
That  Commission,  it  was  to  be  r'emember- 
ed,  had  the  power  of  administering  oaths, 
and  was  therefore  best  enabled  to  act  upon 
the  hon.  gent's  information.  It  therefore 
struck  him  as  desirable  that  the  case  should 
be  referred,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
Commission,  and  should  the  result  of  its 
inquiry  not  prove  satisfactory,  the  hon. 
gent,  would  not  be  precluded  from  again 
bringing  it  before  that  house. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Whitbread, 
Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Wardle,  and  general  \Val- 
pole,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[America.]  Mr.  Marryaitt  after  a  few 
prefatory  remarks,  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
priety of  satisfying  this^  country  and  Ame- 
rica also,  as  to  the  conduct  of  our  govern- 
ment upon  the  subject  of  recent  transac- 
tions, in  which  the  commercial  interest  of 
the  country  and  the  character  of  its  go- 
vernment was  so  deeply  involved,  ob- 
served, that  he  had  understood  it  to  hav« 
been  alleged  by  the  highest  authority,  that 
our  ambassador  was  authorised  by  his  in- 
structions to  conclude  the  arrangements 
which  government  had  lately  refused  to 
ratify.  In  order,  therefore,  that  parlia- 
ment and  the  public  should  fully  under- 
stand the  case,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move 
an  Address  to  his  majesty,  praying  for 
copies  of  the  Notes  which  passed  between 
our  ambassador  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  the  repeal  of  our^ 
Orders  in  Council  of  January  and  Novem-  / 
ber  1807  ;  alsofor  copies  of  the  Instructions^ 
transmitted  to  our  ambassador,  authoriz- 
ing hit9  to  enter  into  a  negociation,  and  to 
conclude  an  arrangement  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  Secretary  ikinning  observed,  that 
although  upon  a  former  occasion,  wheo 
asked,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  to  make  any  communi- 
cation to  parliament  respecting  our  rela- 
tions with  w^erica,  he  answer^,  that  it 
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was  not  deemed  expedient  to  do  so  pend- 
ing the  existing  negociations  with'  that 
ctMintry,  he  did  not  feel  it  inconsistent 
with  the  motiveot  that  declaration,  to  give 
his  assent  to  the  present  motion,  which 
Was  rendered  necessary  by  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  case.  The  Notes  re- 
ferred to  in  the  first  part  of  the  motion 
having  been  published  in  America,  there 
could  be  no  objection  to  authenticate  them 
by  complying  with  the  call  for  their  pro- 
duction; and  as  to  the  Instructions,  his 
majesty's  government  having,  in  that  spirit 
of  frankness  and  candour  which  marked 
the  whole  of  their  communication  with  the 
American  government,  directed  those  in- 
ttructions  to  be  shewn  to  that  government^ 
be  saw  no  reason  for  with-holding  them 
lh)m  the  boose,  although  the  production 
of  such  a  document  was  rather  unusual. 
As  the  papers  were  not  before  the  house, 
he  woura  abstain  from  delivering  any  opi- 
nion upon  them.  It  was  known  that  he 
hail  no  disposition  to  throw  blame  upon 
Ihe  individual  implicated  in  this  transac- 
tion ;  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  and  truth  he 
was  bound  to  state,  that  which  our  ambas- 
»ador  would  have  full  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining, namely,  that  he  had  not  only  not 
acted  in  consonance  with  his  Instructions, 
bnt  in  direct  contradiction  to  them :  that 
being  authorfsed  to  make  certain  conces- 
sions to  America  in  return  for  stipulated 
conditions,  he  had  thought  proper  to  go 
to  the  foil  extent  of  the  concessions,  with- 
out having  obtained  any  of  tlie  conditions. 
At  the  same  time  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
acquiesced  in  this  motion,  he  thought  it 
right  (o«ay,  that  he  should  feel  it  his  duty 
to  oppose  the  production  of  tjie  Iristruc- 
tions  transmitted  to  an  ambassador  with 
respect  to  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  at 
least  pebding  our  present  discussions  with 
the  American  government. 

Mr.  Ponsmby  thought  that  as  the  alleged 
proceeding  of4)ur  ambassador  ijvas  so  very 
extraordinary,  it  would  be  right,  in  order 
fully  to  understand  and  fairly  to  judge  of 
the  case,  that  any  justification  or  attempt 
at  justificHtion,  sent  home  by  this  ambassa- 
'4or,  should  be  also  laid  before  the  house, 
together  with  the  papers  referred  to  in  the 
motion.  He  was  not  aware  that  any  such 
paper  as  he  alluded  to  was  in  existence, 
but  if  it  was,  and  the  right  hon.  gent. 
bad  no  Tery  urgent  reason  for  resisting  the 
production  of  it,  he  should  much  wish  to 
h^e  it  laid  on  the  tabley  and  to  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  any  ob- 
j«oti^«  ta  do  %%. 


Mr.  Secretary  Canning  declined  for  tbt 
present  decisively  to  answer  the  right  hon. 
gent.'s  question.  When  the  papers  moved 
for  were  laid  before  the  house,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  would  then  be  better  qualified 
to  decide  whether  any,  and  what  further 
papers,  were  necessary. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  and  Wir.  Canning  mutually- 
explained  ;  in  the  course  of  which  the  lat- 
ter observed,  that  unquestionably  a  dis- 
patch had  been  received  from  our  ambas- 
sador, transmitting  the  intelligence  which 
gave  rise  to  the  motion. 

Lord  JI.  Petty  conceived  with  his  right 
hon.  friend,  that  it  was  essentially  neces- 
sary  to  a  just  comprehension  of  the  subject 
under  consideration,  that  the  reasons  as- 
signed by  our  ambassador  for  conclnding 
the  arrangement  alluded  to,  should  be  laid 
before  the  house.  He  therefore  hoped, 
that  if  it  were  consistent  with  his  public 
duty  the  right  hon.  gent,  would  not  with- 
hold this  information.  Many  occasions 
occurred  in  war  to  justify  a  departure  from 
positive  instructions ;  so  in  a  diplomatic 
mission  circumstances  might  arise  to  fur- 
nish a  similar  justification.  Possibly,  sucb 
was  the  case  in  this  instance,  and  the  paper 
required  by  his  right  hon.  friend  was  ne- 
cessary to  enable  the  house  to  form  a  cor- 
rect judgment.  Indeed,  it  was  almost  in- 
dispensible,  and  therefore,  unless  it  was 
produced,  he  must  disapprove  of  an  at- 
tempt to  bring  forward  what  he  could  not 
help  considering  as  partial  information. 

Mr.  Omning  begged  not  to  be  Under- 
stood as  refusing  the  paper  required  by  the 
noble  lord.  He  only  deferred  deciding 
upon  the  pfroposition  to  produce  it — ^m 
answer  to  a  question  from  lord  Milton,  Mr. 
Canning  stated,  that  the  expectation  to  be 
fornied  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  American 
government  towards  our  trade,  must  de- 
pend upon  the  existence  of  a  correspond- 
ent disposition  on  the  part  of  that  govern- 
ment, to  that  manifested  here  upon  the 
occasion  which  gave  nsc  to  the  discussion. 
But  in  fact,  what  arrangehjent  might  be 
made  by  that  government,  must  be,  he  ob- 
served, at  present  mere  mctter  of  speciila- 
tion,  of  which  any  other  man  coujd  form 
an  opinion  as  well  as  himself. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wtdnaday,  May  SI. 
[CRt'EtTv    TO   Animals'   Bill.] — ^The 
house  having  gone  into  a  committee  on 
this  Bill, 
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Lord  Ertkinc  rose,^and  expressed  the 
deep  satisfaction  he  feh  at:  their  lordships' 
recognition  of  the  principle  of  the  bill  he 
had  had  the  honour  of  submitting,  by  their 
agreeing  to  go  into  a  committee  upon  it. 
He  thought  it  unnecessary  in  the  com- 
mittee to  make  use  of  any  further  general 
arguments,  in  its  support,  though,  if  it 
were  necessary,  he  would,  from  the  va- 
riety of  information  he  had  received 
from  the  most  respectable  and  the  best 
informed  quarters,  give  their  lordships 
fresh  reasons,  and  abundance  of  particular 
instances,  which  shewed  (beyond  contra- 
diction, as  he  thought)  the  propriety,  ne- 
cessity, and  justice  of  passing  the  bill. 
Was  particular  information  wanted  ?  He 
had  letters  upon  letters  stating  facts  con- 
cerning such  cruelties.  Was  evidence 
desired?  He  could  bring  the  most  un- 
exceptionable testimony  to  their  lord- 
ships^ bar,  to  prove  the  existence  of  such 
practices  as  were  a  disgprace  to  humanity, 
to  a  civilized  nation,  and  to  every  moral 
and  religious  profession.  He  had  with 
him  letters,  stating  the  readiness  of  the 
parties  to  appear,  from  the  most  respect- 
able clergymen,  as  well  as  others,  not  in- 
deed saying  that  such  cruel  practices 
were  universal,  but  that  they  were  too 
general,  and  specify  ins  many  particular 
instances.  His  lerdship  then  adverted  to 
the  inhuman  and  wicked  practice  of 
houghing  and  hamstringing  cattle,  of  cut- 
ting the  laces  of  sheep  intended  for  future 
slaughter  for  the  use  of  man,  and  of  still 
more  barbarous  practices,  such  as  some 
he  could  substantiate:  the  cutting  and 
tearing  out  the  tongue  of  so  noble  an 
animal  as  the  horse.  He  stated  an  old 
act  of  Henry  the  eighth  against  this  last 
crime,  which  inflicted  a  fine  of  that  of- 
fence of  10/.  to  shew  the  seqse  oar  an- 
cestors had  of  such  inhumanity.  Hitherto, 
the  matter  had  been  perhaps  too  much 
considered  only  as  it  related  to  animals 
as  the  private  property  of  individuals ; 
but  he  wished  this  bill  to  take  a  higher 
ground,  so  that  the  legislature  should  de- 
clare its  opinion  upon  the  morality  of  the 
principle,  and  on  the  duties  that  man 
awed  not  only  to  man,  but  to  the  lower 
world ;  duties  so  much  connected  with 
the  general  state  of  the  moral  feelings. 
He  stated  a  variety  of  circumstances  in 
favour  of  the  bill,  and  alluded  to  many 
enormous  cruelties  practised  on  animals. 
He  meanty  however,  to  propose  some 
amendipents,  to  ensure  the  most  favourable 
reception    of'  th«  bill  from  those    who 


might  entertain  some  objections  as  to  its 
practicability.  He  had  left  to  the  com- 
mons the  opportunity,  which  he  did  not 
doubt  would  be  taken,  of  giving  the  al- 
ternative mode  of  punishment  to  the  ma- 
gistrate bv  a  pecuniary  fine,  or  a  li- 
mited coniinement.  He  intended  to  pro- 
pose, that  the  magistrate  should  be  armed 
with  the  power  of  summary  decision,  as 
it  would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient 
to  oblige  all  prosecutions  to  go  to  quarter 
sessions.  He  begged,  however  that  it 
might  be  remarked  that  there  was  no 
boon,  no  reward  whatever  to  be  held  out 
to,  or  received  by  any  informer.  He 
also  proposed  an  amendment  by  which  he 
wished  to  introduce  the  words"  to  abuse," 
as  applicable  to  the  maltreatment  of  ani- 
mals. Here  he  referred  to  old  statutes, 
and  seemfed  to  think  tli^at  this  word,  in 
addition  to  others  in  use,  would  best 
convey  the  meaning  of  the  legislature. 
His  lordship  then  adverted  to  some  other 
amendments  which  he  intended  to  sub? 
mit,  and  contended  against  the  supposed 
difficulty  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates, 
in  deciding  upon  the  guilt  j^nd  punish- 
ment of  such  offences.  It  was  the  inttn- 
tion,  coupled  with  the  overt  act,  which 
constituted  the  criminality  in  a  variety  of 
other  cases,  and  he  saw  no  difficulty 
that  was  insuperable  in  the  application 
of  similar  principles  in  this  instance.  H^ 
had  limited  himself  in  the  first  instance* 
to  what  he  had  termed  «  reclaimed  ani* 
mals :"  he  now  wished  to  amend  that 
expression  by  using  the  word  "  tamed'* 
instead  of  reclaimed.  He  did  not  there- 
ferefore,  endeavour  by  legislative  measurea 
to  interfere  with  wild  animals,  and  kept 
out  of  the  question  field  sports.  He  wai 
so  convinced  of  the  great  importance  of 
ao  unanimous  vote  of  their  lordships  on 
the  subject,  instead  of  carrying  the 
qu(estion  by  a  mere  majority,  that  he  was 
most  desirous  of  hearing  and  of  receiving 
any  information  or  amendment  upon 
the  bilU  With  respect  to  bull-baiting» 
which  had  been  alluded  to«  he  could  not 
see  how  those  who  were  so  desirous  of 
continuing  that  practice  should  agree  to 
going  into  the  committee,  aci  thereby 
acknowledging  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
If  buU-ba^tinff  was  a  fair  sport — if  it 
was,  as  he  had  heard  it  stated>  for  the 
amusement  of  that  fine  animal ;  and  if  no 
wanton  and  malicious  cruelty  occurred, 
then  the  magistrate  would  have  no  such 
crime  to  punish  the  parties  for  commit- 
ting.     If,  on  the  contrary,  it  was.  attended 
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with  such  odious  circumstances,  the  bill 
would  give'  the  magistrate  that  salutary 
power  which  he  ought  to  possess. 

l*he  Lord  Chancellor  was  not  adverse  to 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  thought  it 
would  be  advisable  to  limit  the  object  of 
its  operation.  The  house  would  do  well 
to  proceed  with  measured  steps  in  a  busi- 
ness of  this  nature.  He  should  therefore 
advise  his  noble  and  [earned  friend  to 
confine  the  operation  of  the  measure,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  beasts  of  draft  or  bur- 
then. If  ftfterviards  it  should  appear  that 
the  practical  effect  of  the  bill  could  be 
obtamed  on  a  more  extended  scale,  then 
would  be  the  time  to  propose  the  exten- 
sion of  it. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  perfectly  coin- 
cided in  opinion  with  his  noble  and  learn- 
ed friend,  as  to  the  propriety  of  confining 
the  bill  to  beasts  of  draught  or  burthen ; 
the  horse,  the  ass,  the  ox,  and  mule,  or 
any  other  animal  that  might  be  employed 
to  the  same  purposes.  Any  attempt  to 
make  tfie  bill  apply  to  every  species  of 
domestic  or  tame  animal,  might  in  many 
instances  become  ludicrous,  and  defeat  the 
main  object  which  the  bill  had  in  contem- 
plation. 

Lord  Ellenborough  could  well  recollect, 
that  the  measure  now  brought  forward, 
was  one  which  had  engaged,  to  his  know- 
ledge, the  attention  of  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  for  these  twenty  years  past, 
and  which  every  man  must  allow,  did  in- 
finite honour  to  his  heart.  He  was  anxi- 
ous the  bill  should  succeed,  and  he  should 
therefore  advise  his  noble  and  learned 
friend,  to  adopt  the  opinion  of  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  on  the  wool-sack,  and  to 
confine  the  measure,  for  the  present,  to 
beasts  of  draught  or  burthen.  He  should 
also  beg  leave  to  advise  him,  to  new 
mo<lel  his  bill  upon  that  suggestion,  and  in 
that  hope  to  have  it  printed  and  re-com- 
mitted. 

Earl  Damley  could  not  see  the  benefit 
to  be  derived  from  the  bill.  More  cruel- 
ties wotifd  be  committed  on  animals,  upon 
the  1st  of  September  next,  than  all  those 
of  which  the  bill  professed  to  complain  of, 
and  correct. 

Lord  Erskme  observed,  that  the  species 
of  animals,  to  which  the  noble  lord  who 
spoke  last  alluded,  was  different  in  every 
respect  from  that  of  which  he  solicited 
.  protection.  As  he  was  very  anxious,  that 
to  some  extent  at  least  the  bill  might  be 
allowed  to  operate,  he  should  cheerfully 
adopt  the  suggestionc  of  his  noble  aim 


learned  friend,  and  shape    the   measure 
with  the  limitations  he  had  advised. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  re-com- 
mitted on  Friday  next. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  31. 
[Petition   op   Mr.   Beaumont.!      Sir 
Francis  Burdett  presented  the  following 
Petition  from  George  Beaumont :  viz. 

To  the  honourable  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  in  parliament  as- 
sembled.— The  Petition  of  George 
Beaumont,  late  printer,  publisher,  and 
sole  proprietor  of  a  Sunday  newspaper 
called  the  British  Guardian,  but  now 
a  prisoner  in  his  majesty's  Gaol  of 
Newgate : — 

"  Sheweth  ;  That  your  Petitioner  in  his 
paper  of  the        day  of  last,  inserted 

a  letter  under  the  signature  of  "  Tiberius 
Gracchus,"  condemning  the  disgraceful 
Convention  of  Cintra,  which  "disappoint- 
ed the  well-founded  hopes  and  the  just 
expectations  of  the  nation." — ^That  your 
Petitioner  therein  attributi^  this  disaster 
to  the  same  cause  as  the  late  Earl  Chat- 
ham, Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Pitt, 
had  attributed  the  .war  against  the  free- 
dom of  America — to  an  interior  cabinet 
irresponsible  to  the  people;  to  a  power 
behind  the  throne,  greater  than  the  throne 
itself. — That  for  tfeading  in  the  footsteps, 
and  repeating  the  language  of  these  illus- 
trious persons,  his  majesty's  Attorney- 
General  filed  an  information  again$t  your 
Petitioner  for  a  libel,  on  which  he  was 
convicted,  and  sentenced  to  two  years  im- 
prisonment in  Newgate,  to  pay  a  fine  of 
501, ,  to  enter  into  recognizances  for  his 
good  behaviour,  for  five  years  after  the 
expiration  of  his  imprisonment,  himself  in 
300/.,  and  two  sureties  in  200/.  each,  and 
to  be  imprisoned  until  such  fine  be  paid, 
and  such  security  be  given. — ^That  such 
sentence  is  contrary  to  the  mild  spirit  of 
the  British  constitution,  as  it  will  necessa- 
rily occasion  his  perpetual  imprisonment 
— That  soon  after  the  information  was 
filed,  your  Petitioner  was  arrested  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  powers  given  to  the 
Attorney-General,  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
last  sessions,  chapter  58,  and  was  detained 
two  months  in  prison  before  he- received 
his  sentence,  a  circumstance  before  un- 
known in  the  administration  of  our  laws, 
and  such  previous  imprisonment  was  not 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  learned 
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judges,  in  the  sentence  which  they  afier- 
wards  passed  upon  hiro.  Yet,1>ut  a  fe\v 
days  before,  when  a  public  defaulter  was 
brought  up  for  punishment,  only  twenty- 
one  months  imprisonment  was  inflicted 
on  him,  a  previous  confinement  of  three 
months  being  taken  into  consideration, 
and  no  fine  was  imposed  ;  for  your  Pjeti- 
tioner  submits,  that  the  having,  previous- 
ly to  coming  up  for  judgment,  repaid  the 
money  which  he  had  improperly  obtained, 
cannot  in  any  sense  be  called  a  fine. 
And,  on  the  same  day,  on  which  judgment 
was  passed  on  your  Petitioner,  a  person 
convicted  of  corrupt  and  wilful  perjury, 
was  sentenced  to  an  imprisonment  of 
three  months  only ;  yet  your  Petitioner, 
for  an  undefined  oflence,  is  to  undergo,  and 
is  undergoing,,  an  imprisonment  of  two 
I  years  and  two  months  certain,  and  for  the 
remainder  of  bis  lite,  unless  he  can  find 
sufficient  securities. — ^That  mankind  in 
general  estimate  crimes  by  the  punish- 
ments affixed  to  them,  and  it  therefore 
tends  to  ruin  the  morals  of  the  people,  to 
inflict  a  more  severe  punishment  on  a  per- 
son \vho  has  blamed  the  conduct  of  an 
administration,  than  on  those  who  have 
peculated  from  the  public  stock,  or  for- 
sworn themselves  in  courts  of  justice. — 
That  your  Petitioner  was  not  fairly  tried, 
for  tlie  forty-eight  special  jurymen  were 
not  impartially  and  indiflerently  chosen 
between  the  crown  and  your  Petitioner, 
but  were  selected  by  the  master  of  the 
Crown- Office. — ^All  which  your  Petitioner 
submits  to  the  consideration  of  your  ho- 
.  sourable  house,  and  prays  that  you  will 
afford  him  individually  such  redress,  and 
take  such  measures  generally  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  similar  evils,  as  to  your 
wisdom  shall  seem  meet." 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

[Seamen's  W^ges  Bill.]  Tte  house 
'  having  resolved  into  a  committee  upon 
this  bill. 

Sir  Charles  Pole  objected  to  it,  on  ac- 
count of  the  discontent  excited  amongst 
able  seamen,  veterans  in  the  service,  by  the 
deductions  from  their  pay,  first  for  their 
slops,  and  secondly  for  the  allotments  to 
their  wives  and  children  ;  through  which 
means  it  often  happened,  that  at  the  end 
of  a  long  voyage,  for  six  or  a  dozen 
months,  a  seaman  had  not  more  than  40^. 
to  receive;  and  contrasting thid  with  the 
case  of  militia  soldiers,  whose  wives  and 
children  were  provided  for  by  their  parishes, 
Jvs  thovght  it  a  hardship^  and  one  which 


was  the  frequent  ground  of  complaint. 
At  the  very  moment  when  such  seamen 
were  called  on  to  set  out  for  a  subsequent 
voyage  without  a  shilling  in  their  pockets, 
they  saw  volunteers,  inferior  seamen,  and 
even  landmen,  who  had  never  served  an 
hour,  receiving  large  bounties  for  entering* 
on  board,  and  were  often  so  piqued  as  to 
desert  their  ships. 

Mr.  IV.  Pole  answered  the  objections  of 
the  hon.  baronet,  by  saying  the  bill  was 
adopted  in  compliance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  of  Naval 
Revision,  and«it  was  considered  rather  as 
an  indulgence  to  seamen  while  fighting 
the  battles  of  their  country,  with  the  ad- 
miration of  all  the  world,  to  enable  them 
to  allot  a  part  of  their  earnings  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  wives  and  children, 
and  save  them  the  necessity  of  appealing 
to  the  parish.  This  bill  extended  the 
principle,  and  enabled  them  to  allot  part 
of  their  pay  to  their  aged  fathers,  which, 
by  law,  they  could  not  do  before.  The 
honourable  admiral  argued  as  if  this 
allotment  on  the  part  of  the  seaman, 
were  compulsory,  whereas  it  was  merely 
optional. 

Sir  C.  Pole  said,  that  this  bill  might  be 
very  favourable  to  the  parishes,  but  he  did 
not  conceive  it  would  be  favourable  to  the 
navy.  He  should  not,  however,  divide 
the  house  upon  it. 

The  bill  then  went  through  a  commit- 
tee, and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived to-morrow. 

[Vote  of  Credit — ^Address  respecting 
Austria.  ]  The  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  Supply  and  of  the  Vote  of  Credit  was, 
brought  up.  On  the  question  that  the 
Resolutions  be  agreed  to, 

Mr.  W/ntbreaa  rose.  He  felt  himselF 
under  a  difficulty  as  to  the  line  of  conduct 
he  should  adopt  in  this  case.  In  one  part 
of  the  vote  he  could  agree,  in  the  other  he 
could  not ;  and  he  saw  no  way.  of  extri- 
cating himself  but  by  a  step  which  he  had 
taken  once  before,  and  which  he  must 
now  again  resort  to,  if  he  found  any  per- 
son of  the  same  opinion  with  himself, 
namely  by  proposing  an  Address  to  his 
majesty  on  the  Message,  which  should  be 
expressive  of  the  opinion  he  entertained 
on  the  subject,  and  record  it  upon  the 
Journals  of  the  house.  He  agreed  that  it 
was  right,  that  ministers  should  be  vested 
with  a  power  to  assist  Spain  and  Portugal, 
though  he  doubted  much,  from  appear- 
ances, and  from  the  exaggerated  state* 
ments  both  of  our  commander  and  minis- 
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ters,  that  the  contest  would  ternuDate  in 
the  sabjugaiion  of  the  one  country,  and 
in  the  other  being  wrested  out  of  our 
hands.  He  did  not  wish,  however,  that 
ministers  shouki  have  no  power  to  aiibrd 
to  those  countries  such  assistance  as  they 
thought  proper,  and  might  be  necessary  ; 
While  there  was  life  there  was  hope. 
The  peninsula  was  engaged  in  a  glorious 
cause,  and  after  the  shate  we  had  taken  in 
it,  he  could  not  say  that  we  ought,  till  the 
very  last  BAomeiU,  to  abandon  men  who 
were  fighting  for  what  was  as  dear  as  life 
itself — liberty  and  indep^dence.  He 
could  not  agree  with  a  menaber  of  admi- 
nistration, in  another  place,  that  the  cause 
was  as  hopeful  as  ever,  but  still  he  did  not 
wish  it  to  be  abandoned  without  another 
efiK>rt.  He  iwdevstood  a  right  hon.  friend 
of  his  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  not  now  present, 
was  to  have  said  something  on  the  present 
question  as  to  Austria ;  and  in  the  absence 
of  that  right  hon.  friend  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  state  his  own  views  upon 
the  subject.  If  the  struggle  in  which  she 
was  now  engaged  was  not  forced  upon  her 
by  France,  she  seemed  to  have  chosen  an 
improper  time  for  it  It  appeared  that  it 
had  been  entered  into  without  any  con- 
cert or  advice  of  U^is  government ;  that 
every  thing  had  been  conducted  on  the 
part  of  his  majesty's  ministers^  in  the  lan- 
guage of  coldness ;  that  they  had  even 
dissuaded  her  from  the  contest.  But  whe* 
ther  she  had  been  compelled  by  necessity 
to  adopt  the  measure,  or  had  resorted  to  it 
from  choice,  the  evients  which  had  taken 
place  during  the  short  period  she  had  been 
engaged  in  war,  plainly  shewed  that  she 
had  gone  to  war  without  making  a  good 
calculation  of  her  own  strength,  or  any 
correct  estimate  of  that  of  the  enemy  she 
had  to  encounter.  Flattering  accounts 
were  circulated  of  insurrections  having 
taken  place  in  favour  of  Austria,  but  every 
one  knew  that  Buonaparte  had  marched 
from  the  Rhine  to  Vienna  in  a  shorter 
time  than  he  did  when  he  subdued  the 
country  before,  without  experiencing  any 
opposition,  from  the  people  of  Austiia  or 
.of  Vienna,  who  had  been  represented  as 
flowing  with  the  most  ardent  enthusiasm 
in  the  cause.  Some  faint  resistance  ha^d 
been  made  by  the  archduke  Maximilian 
with  a  small  body  of  troops,  by  whom 
tome  even  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
lad  been  destroyed,  but  the  people  had 
taken  no  part  in  the  struggle.  In  the 
aame  maimer  we  had  been  pompously 
teld  of  the  e«thasiaan  of  the  people  of 


Oporto  ;  yet  they,  it  appeared,  had  re- 
ceived the  French  troops  as  willingly  as 
they  did  the  English  army.  We  were 
now  amused  in  a  similar  manner  by  ac- 
counts from  Austria,  but  in  his  opmion 
no  rational  hopes  could  be  grounded  on 
such  information,  and  whatever  might  be 
the  motive  which  again  indu<^ed  Austria  to 
brave  the  power  of  France,  he  thought 
such  an  ill-advised  step  would  end  in  her 
subjugation  and  ruin.  With  respect  to 
the  conduct  which  this  country  under 
such  circumstances  ought  to  pursue,  he 
trusted  he  should  not  l^  thought  imgcne- 
rous  in  his  sentiments,  or  niggardly  in  dis- 
posing of  the  country's  resources,  nor  yet  as 
furthering  the  views  of  France,  as  in  some 
of  the  public  prints  under  the  control  of  the 
Treasury,  he  had  been  Ubellously  repre- 
sented, when  he  asserted  that  Austria  could 
not  successfully  withstand  the  force  of 
France.  [The  allusion  to  the  public  prints 
produced  a  cry  of  order,  order !  ]  He  insisted 
that  he  was  perfectly  in  order ;  and,  if  any 
gentleman  thought  otherwise,  he  should 
repeat  his  woids,  to  afford  an  opportunity 
for  their  beins  taken  down  for  the  purpose 
of  makinff  him  justify  them.  Notwith- 
standing the  libellous  misrepresentations 
of  the  prints  under  the  control  of  the 
Treasury,  he  would  still  assert  as  his  unal- 
terable opinion,  that,  as  from  the  events, 
which  had  already  taken  place,  and  from 
those  which  he  thought  would  certainly 
take  place  (God  grant  that  he  might  bo 
mistaken),  it  was  probable  that  Austria,  as 
well  as  Spain  and  Portugal,  would  shortly 
be  crushed  beneath  the  power  of  France^ 
and  we  alone  should  have  to  wage  war 
with  fearful  odds  against  the  enemy,  our 
resources  ought  to  be  most  carefolly  bus* 
banded,  that  we  might  bo  enabled  to  make, 
the  firmer  stand.  What,  then,  remained 
for  us,  but  to  enter  into  the  struggle  with 
the  undivided  and  augmented  power  of 
France,  single-handed  ?  With  the  pros- 
pect, then,  of  what  might  be  the  possible 
event,  were  we  not  called  upon  to  husband 
our  resources  against  the  day  of  need  ? 
the  more  especially,  as,  by  looking  into 
the  Treaty  recently  concluded  with  that 
power,  it  appeared  that  we  Were  not 
pledged  to  any  specific  advance  to  Aus- 
tria; and  considering  that  although  no 
aid  of  money  would  or  could  afford  her 
any  efiectual  assistance,  under  her  imme- 
diate difficulties  ;  yet,  that  very  advance 
would  operate  as  a  xolast  severe  pfessare 
upon  us.  Cootemplatifig^  therefore,  the 
euamous  sum»  tfa^  bad   been  already 
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lavished  upon  that  power,  whether  under 
the  name  of  subsidy,  or  that  more  spe- 
cious one  of  loan,  he  thought  it  his  duty, 
as  a  member  of  parliament,  to  make  a 
■itand  against  granting  any  further  subsidy 
or  loan  to  assist  h^sr.  Conscious  of  his 
own  rectitude,  and  re^rdless  of  what 
might  be  said  of  his  conduct,  he  would  say 
for  his  own  part,  that  he  would  not  con- 
vent that  a  single  shilling  should  be  ex- 
pended fo  support  the  cause  of  the  Aus- 
trran  empire.  Austria,  it  was  true,  might 
be  considered  as  having  been  always  a 
faithful  ally  to  England.  In  1805,  she 
was  seduced  by  Russra  and  England  to 
break  her  faith  with  France.  The  en- 
gagements of  nations  were  generally  re- 
garded only  as  far  as  they  were  connected 
with  the  interests  of  the  powers  who  con- 
tracted them,  or  the  coalition  between 
Russia,  Austria,  and  England  would  not 
have  been  avowed  openly  as  it  was  :  a 
coalition  entered  into  on  the  principle  of 
restraining  France  within  her  ancient 
limits,  in  violation  of  the  faith  of  existing 
treaties.  Englam)  was  to  have  paid  for 
this  violation  of  good  faith,  and  largely 
vras  she  to  have  paid,  had  not  the  rapid 
successes  of  Buonaparte  rendered  it  im- 
possible to  fulfil  the  contract.  Austria 
was  completely  subjugated  through  the 
treachery  of  s^me  of  her  generals,  as  it 
was  said,  but  certainly  by  the  prepon- 
derating power  and  genius  of  her  adver- 
sary. The  Prussian  empire  was  next 
overturned  by  the  armies  of  France  ;  that 
led  to  the  battle  of  Friedland,  which,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  had  united 
llttssia.and  France  against  England,  and 
most  probably  against  Austria.  Where, 
then,  remained  the  hopes  of  success  in  the 
present  contest,  when  already*  her  capital, 
as  before,  had  been  conquered  ?  or  could 
they  really  entertain  any  expectation  of 
being  able  to  restore  Austria  merely  by 
opening  our  purse-strings?  Afler  the 
rapidity  of  movement  of  the  last  month, 
could  we  expect  that  the  assistance  which 
we  should  be  able  to  dole  out,  could  do 
any  good,  or  could  even  protract  the  con- 
test. He  would  not  therefore  consent  to 
impose  burdens  on  his  constituents,  which 
great  as  their  sacrifices  might  be,  could 
not  exceed  a  scanty  pittance,  which  at 
best  could  only  serve  to  protract  the 
struggle  four  or  five  days.  He  thought 
independently  of  all  those  circumstances, 
he  could  not  agree  to  grant  the  sums  re- 
quired, as  they  were  moved  for.  It  would 
be  establbhmg  a  most  dangerous  prece- 


dent to  pay  bills  which  Austria  without 
any  authority  had  drawn  on  this  country. 
Were  he  for  giving  the  sum  required  ^r 
her  assistance,  he  would  never  consent  lo 
vote  it  in  that  form.  Whether  Austria  or 
France  was  in  the  right,  he  would  not  take 
upon  himself  to  say,  though,  for  the  sakeof 
argument,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  th^ttbe 
good  faiith  in  this  instance  was  all  against 
France:  yet  he  would  assert  that  from 
the  period  of  the  Revolution  down  to  the 
rupture  with  Spain,  France  had  almost 
always  been  attacked,  and  never  the 
attaclcer.  Every  one  must  know,  that 
France,  immediately  zher  the  Revblutiot^ 
was  attacked  by  the  coalesced  powers  of 
Europe.  Their  plan  was  to  drive  France 
within  her  ancient  i  limits,  and  curtail  her 
territories.  The  war  ^f  the  first  coalition 
enabled  her,  however,  to  eoctend  her  terri- 
tories ;  and  was  continued  with  the  ob- 
ject of  driving  ker  again  within  her  oUl 
limits.  He  did  not  say  France  was  in  tl» 
right.  He  bad  never  said  so.  Yet  be 
was  not  persuaded  that  Austria  was  not  to 
blame,  ker  territory,  even  .  ker  capital 
had  been  restored  to  her  ;  and  he  ctmld 
not  find  himself  prepared  to  say  that  she 
was  correct  in  forgetting  these,  8oppa<(]ng 
them  only  to  be,  nominal  obligations. 
That  France  might  have  had  itinview,  at 
some  convenient  season,  to  swallow  up 
Austria^  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  deny, 
as  ambition  was  a  growing  quality.  He 
could  not  think,  however,  that  the  present 
was  exactly  the  time  he  would  choose  for 
putting  such  a  purpose  into  execution.  It 
might  be  a  moment  convenient  for  Austria, 
but  could  hardly  have  been  so  selected  by 
Buonaparte.  Whatever  the  plans  of  Buo- 
naparte might  have  been ;  however  con- 
nected with  the  future  fate  of  Austria,  Ihe 
present  war  could  not  be  thought  -to  he 
one  of  his  seeking.  'The  presumption 
therefore  was,  that  Austria,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  French  armies  being 
employed  in  Spain,  thought  it  a  good  op- 
portunity to  commence  hostilities.  Under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
upon  these  grounds,  he  was  decidedly 
against  granting  money  to  Austria,  but  he 
did  not  oppose  the  grant  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal. At  a  time  when  the  people  of 
England  were  every  where  talkiog  of  the 
injustice  of  Buonaparte  towards  Spain 
(which  he  did  not  oefend),  he  was  sur- 
prised at  the  national  blindness  to  our  own 
feelings  and  aggressions,  recently  mani- 
fested in  the  choice  and  approbation  of 
our  ambassador  to  that  country.    If  there 
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were  a  maii  in  the  universe  who  in  another 
part  of  the  globe  had  acted  ad  Buonaparte 
had  done  with  respect  to  Spain,  it  was  the 
marquis  Wellesley.  .  His  conduct  in  the 
East  Indies  was  perfectly  similar  to  that  of 
the  French  emperor.  He  knew  many 
would  scout  these  notions,  and  assert  that 
what  the  marquis  Wellesley  did  was  from 
zeal  for  the  public  service.  The  people 
of  Spain,  if  they  knew  any  thing  of  the 
afiairs  of  this  country,  must  know  what  that 
noble  lord  had  done  in  India  ;  but,  then, 
all  he  did  there  proceeded  from  an  ardent 
ceal  for  the  public  service,  while  Buona- 
parte, in  acting  the  same  part,  was  said  to 
have  been  urged  on  by  the  instigation  of 
the  devil.  They  were  doubtless  the  same 
acts,  however  dictated  by  different  motives. 
Be  that,  however,  *as  it  might,  the  nomi- 
nation of  his  lordship  was  certainly  a  bad 
omen,  as  the  people  of  Spain  must  know 
that  the  marquis  Wellesley  would,  if  the 
opportunity  should  ofier,  take  both  Spain 
and  Portugal  as  Buonaparte  had  done, 
through  his  ardent  zeal  for  the  service  of 
his  country.  He  had  not  had  the  advan- 
tage of  hearing  the  right  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Canning)  nor  his  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Ponsonby)  prior  to  his  rising,  but  he 
had  an  advantage  which  he  could  not 
have  expected  ;  for  after  having  heard 
to  much  about  gentlemen  making  speeches 
at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  amidst 
shouts,  huzzas,  &c.  which  of  course  were  ex- 
cluded from  the  London  Tavern,  he  did  not 
ei^pect  to  find  a  taverner  among  the  gentle- 
men opposite  in  the  right  hon.  secretary. 
He  only  knew  of  the  circumstance  from  the 
papers ; — perhaps  there  might  be  some  mis- 
take; it  might  be  some  other  Mr.  Canning; 
but  it  was  somewhat  remarkable,  that  on 
the  day  on  which  that  favourite  actor,  Mr. 
Lewis,  was  announced  by  the  play  bills  as 
intending  to  take  his  leave  of  the  stage, 
the  newspapers  should  contain  so  fair  an 
account  of  the  debui  of  so  promitfing  a  per- 
former at  the  London  Tavern,  when  after 
three  toasts  had  been  drank  with  three 
times  three,  Mr.  Canning  arose,  amidst 
loud  cries  of  hear !  hear !  hear !  to  de- 
clare, what  he  believed  no  other  minister 
had  ever  before  done  in  such  a  place,  the  in- 
tentions of  the  government  with  respect  to 
Austria,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  chairman,  Mr.  John  Inglis, 
who  had  greater  authority  there  than  the 
Speaker  had  in  that  house.  [Here  the  hon. 
gentleman  produced  a  newspaper,  to  prove 
that  Mr.  Canning  rose  at  the  suggestion  of 
ih«  chair.]  The  Father  of  tha  Adoiiiiistra- 


tion  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  had  declined 
that  ofhce — his  feelings  would  not  suil^r 
him  to  enter  into  the  detail — but  one  of 
his  sons,  with  stronger  nerves,  had  taken 
the  task  upon  himself,  and  gone  through  it- 
to  the  admiration  of  the  company.  That 
right  hon.  gent,  had  stated,  he  liblieved, 
more  than  had  ever  been  stated  in  a  tavern 
before.  Persons  out  of  office  had  been 
censured  for  speaking  of  what  passed  ia 
parliament  on  a  table  at  a  tavern,  but  he 
did  not  believe  a  right  hon.  secretary  had 
ever  been  censured  for  developing  the  in- 
tentions of  government  on  a  table  at  a  ta- 
vern before.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  right  hon.  gent,  stood  on  a  table  (on 
which  circumstance  so  much  had  on  some 
occasions  been  said) ;  but  whether  he  stood 
on  a  table  or  a  chair,  or  on  the  floor/  was 
not  of  much  importance.  A  right  hon.  se- 
cretary's expounding  the  mysteries  of  the 
government  to  the  multitude  assembled  at 
a  tavern  dinner,  was  a  sufiicient  novelty  to 
attract  a  crowded  house,  whenever  the'ex- 
hibition  might  be  expected  to  be  repeated. 
He  could  not  refrain  from  remarking  that 
of  all  misrepresentations,  that  was  the 
basest  which  unreasonably  elevated  the 
public  mind,  by  holding  forth  the  expec* 
tation  of  happy  results,  which  never  could 
be  realized.  A  gallant  officer,  to  whom, 
whether  absent  or  present,  he  should  pay 
the  sincerest  tribute  of  respect,  (Sir  A. 
Wellesley)  had  gone  out  to  Portugal,  and 
in  the  late  accounts  received  from  him  had 
certainly  made  some  exaggerations  ;  but 
these  were  nothing  when  compared  to  the 
exaggerations  contained  in  the  letter  of  a  ^ 
noble  lord  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  that  communication.  In  fact,  it 
had  been  stated  by  that  noble  lord,  that 
Marshal  Soult  was  vanquished  in.  three 
successive  battles.  In  his  opinion,  our  ar- 
n)y  was  only  engaged  with  the  rear  guard 
of  the  enemy,  and  not  wiih  its  main  body 
under  Soult.  He  would  wish  to  astc,  what 
force  on  our  part,  would  be  efficient  to  en- 
sure ultimate  success,  if  not  mainly,  and  in 
principle,  supported  by  the  people  to  whom 
we  were  giving  assistance  ?  Within  a  few 
days,  accounts  had  gone  abroad  of  a  se- 
cond evacuation  ot  Madrid ;  but  be 
really  believed  no  diminution  of  the  French 
force  in  Spain  had  taken  place,  on  account 
of  (he  French  Emperor's  attention  being 
called  to  Austria;  on  the  contrary,  he 
conceived  their  force  in  that  country  to  be 
much  more  than  equal  to  the  resistance 
opposed  to  them. — ^The  hon.  gent,  re- 
marked on  the  diiseosions  of  Spain  as  at- 
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tended  with  considerable  danger  to  its 
cause,  and  particularly  adverted  to  the  ac-; 
counts  lately  received  with  respect  to  dis-, 
jiolving  the  Junta^of  Oviedo.  Were  we 
not  compelled  he  would  ask  to  husband 
our  resources  for  the  last  contest  we  might 
be  engaged  in  for  the  preservation  of  our- 
selves? Whatever  heart-breaking  there 
might  be  in  the  case,  upon  these  grounds; 
he  felt  it  impossible  to  acquiesce  in  the  vote 
jio  far  as  regarded  Austria,  at  a  time  when  it 

,  might  happen  that  we  should  have  to  con* 
tend  against  the  enemy,  not  in  Spain  or 
Germany,  but  at  home. — On  the  subject  of 
peace  he  would  say,  that  the  ways  of  pro- 
Tidence  were  inscrutable,  and  that  in  the 
most  desperate  cases  were  frequently  per* 
ceived  the  openings  to  safety.  As  long  as 
he  lived  he  should  never  despair  of  that 
valuable  object,  which  was  the  greatest 
blessing  a  country  could  receive,  and 
which  on  the  first  practicable  opening 
should  be  eagerly  etpbraced.  He  should 
propose  instead  of  the  resolution,  the  foI« 
towing  address  to  his  majesty — "  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  ma- 
jesty, to  return  to  his  majesty  the  thanks 
of  this  house,  for  his  majesty's  most  graci- 
ous message,  wherein  his  majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  inform  his  faithful  commons, 
that  the  ancient  relations  between  his  ma- 
jesty and  the  emperor  of  Austria  have 
been  happily  restored,  and  that  his  ma- 
jesty will  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct 
the  treaty,  whereby^  such  relations  have 
been  confirmed,  to  be*  laid  before  the  house, 
when  the  ratifications  should  have  been 

.exchanged.  To  assure  his  majesty  that 
this  house  will  lose  no  time  in  taking  such 
treaty  into  its  most  serious  consideration, 
in  the  earnest  hope  that  it  may  be  found, 
that  the  stipulations  of  such  treaty  have 
been  concerted  with  wisdom,  and  that  the' 
interests  and  existence  of  the  Austrian 
empire  may  not  have  been  put  to  increased 
hazard,  by  the  adoption  of  rash  and  preci- 
pitate counsels. — To  acquaint  bis  majesty 
that  this  house  sees  with  satisfictioii,  that 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  with  the  em- 
peror of  Austria,  do  not  include  any  sti- 
pulation for  pecuniary  assistance  from  this 
pountry.  That  his  faithful  commons  have 
learnt  with  surprise,  that  without  any  au- 
thority given  on  the  part  of  his  majesty, 
the  Austrian  government  has  thought  pro- 
per to  draw  upon  his  majesty's  treasury, 
for  certain  sums  of  money,  in  aid  of 
her  warlike  operations:  that  with  what- 
ever regret  such  refusal  may  be  accompa- 
nied, his  majesty's  faithful  commons  do 
Vot.  XIV. 


nevertheless  feel  themselves  bound  to  re- 
fuse the  payment  of  such  bills,  or  to  give 
countenance  to  such  an  unauthorised  acton 
the  part  of  a  foreign  power,  which,   being 
totally  without  precedent,  might  itself  go 
to  the  establishment  of  a  precedent  of  a  most 
dangerous  nature,  and  such  as  the  house  of 
,  commons,  as  guardians  of  the  public  purste, 
can  in  no  way  consent  to  sanction. — And 
further  to  acquaint  his  majesty,  that  upon 
a  review  of  the  enormous  sums  of  money, 
which,  under  the  direct  title  of  subsidies, 
and  under  the  most  specious  denomination 
of  loans,   have   been   advanced   by  this 
country    to   foreign   powers,  by  far   the 
largest  part  of  which  has  been  given  to 
the  house   of  Austria,  and  the  result  of 
such  exertions,  as  manifested  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  Europe,  his  mnjesty*s  faith- 
ful commons  do  not  feel  themselves  jus- 
tified   in   consenting   to  the  advance    of 
any     further    sums    of   money  for    the 
emperor   of  Austria.      The    view  taken 
by  his  majesty    of   other  intended    de- 
mands   likely  to  be  made  upon  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  plainly  shew  that 
his  majesty  does  not  contemplate  the  pro- 
priety or  possibility  of  making  any  such 
large  advance  as  could  be  likely  to  givd 
any  great  additional  support  to  the  infer- 
nal   resources  of   the  Austrian    empire; 
whilst  at  the  same  time  every  additional 
burden  upon  the  subjects  of  these  king- 
doms must  be  severely  felt,  and  ought  not 
to  be  imposed,  except  where  the  national 
faitli  is  pledged,  the  advantage  to  be  de- 
rived probable,   and  the  expectation  of 
such   advc^ntage  grounded  upon  wise  and 
well  matured   calculation. — To  assure  his 
majesty,  that  so  long  as  a  hope  can  be  en- 
tertained of  a  successful  issue  to  the  Spa- 
nish cause,  and  consistency  and  eflect  can 
be  given  to  the  exertions  of  the  people  of 
Portugal  by   pecuniary  assistance    from 
this  country,  his  majesty's  faithful   com- 
mons will  cheerfully  grslnt  tp  his  majesty 
the  means  of  furlhering  so  great  and  glo- 
rious an  object ;   but  in  making  such  sa- 
crifice, on  the  part  of  the  people,  his  ma- 
jesty's faithfiil  commoas  earnestly  recom- 
mend  it  to  his  majesty,  that  the  applica- 
tion of  the  money  entrusted  to  his  majes- 
ty's disposal,  should   be  made  with  the 
greatest  care  and  the  most  attentive  dis- 
crimination ;  always  recollecting,  that  the 
events  of  each  succeeding  day  shew  the 
necessity  of  strict  economy  in  the  manage- 
ment  of  the  resources  of  the  state,  in  order 
to  be  prepared  for  that  last  and  most  ar- 
duous struggle,  to  which,  as  U  appaars  to 
3  Q 
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this  house,  these  events  are  but  too  likely 
.  to  lead/* 

Mr.  William  Smith  said,  that  he  was  in- 
clined to  pay  the  utmost  respect  to  every 
tiling  that  tell  from  his  hon.  friend,  not 
only  on  account  of  his  talents,  but  on  ac- 
count of  that  industry  with  which  he  was 
known  to  attend  to  subjects  of  this  nature  ; 
and  he  had  no  doubt,  but  that  the  country 
held  in  just  estimation  the  motives    by 
which  the  conduct  of  his  hon.  friend  was, 
in  every  instance,  influenced.       It  was, 
therefore,  with  the  utmost  pain  that  he  dif- 
fered  from  him   upon  any  subject,  still 
more,  ia  the  present  instance.      For  his 
pait,  he  did  not  see  any  great  distinction 
between  standing  on  a  table  at  the  Crown 
and  Anchor,  and  standing  on  the  floor  at 
the  London  Tavern.     He  did  not  see  any 
great  distinction  between  meeting  to  cele- 
brate the  birth-day  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  meet- 
ing to  celebrate  that  measure  (Parliamen- 
tary Reforjn)  most  prominent  in  bis  poli- 
tics, and  one  which  peVhaps  those  who 
.  supported  him  would  be  inclined  to  regard 
as  the  roost  distinguishing  feature  of  his 
character.     He  (Mr.  Smith)  was  one  of 
those  who  firmly  believed,   that  the  war 
at  the  commencement  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution was  a  defensive  war  on  her  part ; 
but  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  aggressions 
of  France,  since  that  period,  particularly 
in  the  instance  of  the  attack  upon  Spain, 
which  was  accompanied  with  such  enor- 
mous aggravations^  entirely  altered  the 
complexion  of  the  politics  of  Europe,  and 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  war.     He 
believed  that  France  had  a  disposition  to 
.  attack  Austria.     He  was  extremely  ready 
_     to  agree,  that  his  hon.  friend  had  brought 
.  forward  strong  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
side  of  the  question  which  he  espoused  ; 
at  the  sam€  time,  he  considered  them  all* 
reducible  to  one  ground,  namely,  whether 
.  under  any  circumstances,  any  step  should 
be  taken  for  the  preservation  of  Austria  ? 
.  He  was  averse  to  saying,   that  under  any 
trircumstances  he  would  not  agree  that  his 
majesty's  ministers  should  afford  any  such 
.  protection  and  support.     If  the  gentlemen 
who  had  some  time  ago  conducted  the  af- 
.  fairs  of  government  were  still  in  power,  he 
ur)uld  be  willing  to  confide  in  them;  to 
the  gentlemen  now  on  the  opposite  side 
he  was  willing  to  give  credit  for  integrity 
and  honesty  of  intention  ;  and  therefore, 
under     the     present    circumstancei?,     he 
thought  himself  bound  to  give  them  his 
confidence,  and   entrust    them    with  the 
,  means  necessary  to  the  object  they  had  in 


view. — He  thought  there  would  be  an  in- 
convenience and  mischief  to  Austria  at- 
tending the  sending  back  those  bills,  un- 
discharged, infinitely  greater  than  any  ill 
consequence  that  was  likely  to  arise  from 
the  precedent;  and  he  was  willing  to 
contribute  his  sanction  to  the  payment  of 
them.— Before  he  sat  down,  he  would  take 
the  liberty  to  advert  to  some  other  points. 
He  had  formerly  made  some  observations 
upon  Sicily,  which  had  given  some  of- 
fence. It  was  done  in  compliance  with 
his  parliamentary  duty.  He  thought  it  of 
the  utmost  importance,  that  that  country 
should  be  capable  of  resistance,  and  he 
much  doubted  whether  it  was  placed  in 
that  situation  which  was  calculated  to  ad- 
mit of  successful  resistance.  There  wai 
another  topic  upon  which  he  would  touchy 
that  of  America.  He  could  not  sufficient- 
ly deprecate  a  practice  which,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  obtained  some  kind  of  sane* 
tion  from  the  conduct  of  this  country, 
that  of  condemning,  as  Droits  of  Admi- 
ralty, vessels  that  bad  the  misfortune  to 
approach  her  shore,  under  the  confidence 
of  an  amicable  disposition;  but  which  on 
war  breaking  out  in  the  mean  time,  were 
detained  as  prizes.  The  hon.  member 
concluded  his  speech  with  expressing  a 
hope  that  his  majesty *s  ministers  would 
hereafter  give  way  to  a  more  enlightened 
policy. 

Mr.  C,  Hutchinson  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  vote  of  Credit,  and  thought  a  supply 
should  be  afforded  to  Austria,  even  al- 
though it  enabled  her  to  hold  out  but  for 
one  week  longer  against  the  common 
enemy.  He  condemned  the  tedious  and 
ill-concerted  military  operations  of  this 
government,  who  contrived  to  send  our 
armies  into  the  field  always  out  of  place 
and  time. 

Mr.  Ponsonby.  The  question i)efore  us. 
Sir,  I  take  to  be  this ;  whether  we  shall 
grant  three  millions  of  money  in  the  shape 
of  a  Vote  of  Credit,  and  leave  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  apply 
some  part  of  it  in  support  of  the  contest  in 
which  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Austria  are  en- 
gaged against  France  ?  This,  although 
much  of  other  matter  has  been  introduced 
into  the  discussion,  is  certainly  the  only 
point  we  have  particularly  to  consider 
upon  the  present  occasion.  That  we  should 
enable  his  majesty's  ministers  to  assist 
Spain  and  Portugal  with  part  of  this  mo- 
ney, every  body  seems  to  allow,  as  being 
reasonable,  politic,  and  proper  ;  the  only 
doubt  started  is,  as  to  how  far  we  should 
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go,  or  whether  we  should  go  any  length  at 
all,  in  assisting  Austiia  ?  My  own  opinion, 
sir,  upon  this  point,  certainly  is,  that  mi- 
nisters must  be  vested  with  a  discretionary 
power.  I  cannot  say  positively  whether 
It  be  wise  or  not  to  assist  Austria  with 
money  in  our  present  circumstances.  It 
is  impossible  for  me,  with  the  limited  in- 
formation I  am  possessed  of,  to  give  a  po- 
sitive opinion  at  the  present  moment ;  but 
thus  lar  I  am  disposed  to  state,  that  in  my 
opinion,  any  assistance  we  can  afford  to 
give  her  in  that  way,  will  not  be  of  any 
real  utility  to  he^  If,  however,  ministers 
do  advance  any  bf  that  money  to  Austria, 
and  can  shew,  u[>on  another  and  a  future 
occasion,  that  there  was  good  reason  to 
imagine  advantage  was  likely  to  arise  from 
it,  even  although  Austria  should  ultimately 
be  unsuccesshil,  I  shall  not  be  then  dis- 
posed to  blame  them.  As  to  the  mode  in 
which  this  money  has  been  asked  for  by 
Austria,  I  must  observe  that  I  perfectly 
agree  with  my  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  in  thinking  it  most  extraordinary. 
At  the  same  time  I  am  bound  to  add,  that 
bis  majesty's  ministers  will  be  deeply  re- 
sponsible, if  it  shouJd  be  found  that  any 
great  encouragement  had  been  held  out  by 
them  to  Austria,  to  induce  her  so  confi- 
dently to  rely  upon  our  assistance,  though 
it  may  perhaps  be  justified,  when  we  con- 
sider the  nature  and  character  of  that  power 
against  whom  she  is  contending.  When 
we  are  involved  in  the  samejstruggle,  1  am 
not  disposed  to  condemn  ministers  for  not 
protestmg  those  bflls  which  Austria  has 
lately  drawn  upon  this  country,  but  my 
finn  opinion  is,  that  Austria,  in  her  present 
situation,  is  irretrievably  ruined.  I  tho<;ight 
she  would  be  reduced  to  that  condition, 
before-she  drew  the  sword,  and  now  when 
she  has  drawn  it,  I  find  no  reason  to  alter 
that  opinion.  I  am  much  afraid  it  is  not 
now  in  the  power  of  this  country  to  avert 
that  calamity.  If  it  could  have  been  done 
it  was  our  duty  to  have  done  it.  As  that 
power  has  undoubtedly  been  our,  great 
stay  upop  the  continent  of  Europe,  our  ob- 
ject should  be  to  maintain  her  to  the  ut- 
most, as  the  greatest  continental  power 
competent  to  contend  with  France,  and 
maintain  a  balance  in  Europe ;  but  now  it 
is  too  late,  when  we  find  that  France  is  de- 
termined to  seize  the  opportunity  of  a  fa- 
vourable moment  to  crush  her,  and  render 
her  incapable  of  further  resistance. — With 
rcffard  to  Portugal  and  Spain,  the  case  is 
quite  otherwise.  We  have  already  so  far 
engaged  oarselves  with  those  countries^ 


and  have  acted  with  them  so  long ;  havo 
given  them  so  much  encouragement,  and 
are  so  bound  by  stipulation  and  alliance 
with  themselves  and  their  cause,  that  it  it 
impossible  to  retract,  or  that  any  one  can 
say  that  we  ought  not  to  leave  the  money 
at  the  discretion  of  ministers^  to  bestow 
upon  those  powers  as  it  may  be  necessary, 
and  they  shall  think  fit.  Upon  such  an 
occasion  as  the  present,  it  would  be,  per- 
haps, most  discreet,  to  abstain  from  offer- 
ing any  opinion  as  to  what  may  happen, , 
or  as  to  what  may  be  most  for  the  interest 
of  this  country  in  the  proceedings  of  go- 
vernment; but  I  cannot.  Sir,  consistently 
with  my  own  feelings,  and  the  duty  1  owe 
to  the  country,  refrain  from  hazarding  one 
by  way  of  caution,  as  to  their  future  con- 
duct. My  opinion  is,  that  the  contest  of 
Spain  and  Portugal  will  wholly  foil  of  the 
wished-for  success,  and  that  the  power  of 
France  will  become  as  completely  predo- 
minant in  these  countries,  aait  is  over  any 
other  part  of  Europe.  What,  then,  does 
this  country  require  on  the  part  of  minis- 
ters ?  It  requires  that  they,  as  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  should,  at  a  time  when 
there  is  yet  the  means  of  doing  it,  take 
care  to  secure  the  insular  and  American 
possessions  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  so  as  to 
place  them  out  of  the  reach  of  France. 
When  I  say  secure,  I  do  not  mean  that 
this  country  should  exercise  any  act  of  do- 
minion over  these  possessions,  or  steal 
them  as  plunder  arising  from  the  wreck  of 
the  Spanish  cause.  No  ;  but  I  say  that 
this  country  should,  by  the  employment  of 
its  counsels  and  advice,  together  ^vith  the 
application  of  all  its  strength  and  means, 
place  South  America,  in  particular,  in  that 
state,  in  which  it  shall  not  be  possible  foi 
France  to  make  Joseph  Buonaparte  in  re- 
ality, as  he  is  already  by  assumed  title, 
king  of  the  Indies.  I  hope  we  are  not  so 
entangled  by  any  of  our  engagements,  as 
to  Ferdinand  VlJf,  (who,  although  the  law- 
ful monaroh  of  Spain,  is  at  present  nothing 
more  than  a  prisoner  of  Buonaparte,)  as  to 
be  prevented  from  availing  ourselves  of 
doing  that  which  necessity  might  teach  US' 
we  ought  to  do ;  I  mean,  of  supporting  • 
any  disposition  that  may  be.  evinced  by 
the  people  of  South  America  to  set  up  a  go- 
vernment of  their  own.  If  they  chooee  to  set 
up  the  government  of  Ferdinand  the  Vllth, 
be  it  so.  This  coimtry  should  support  them 
in  following  their  own  inclination,  so  far  as 
is  compatible  with  their  interest  and  our  se- 
curity. But  if  we  put  off  taking  our  steps 
till  a  distant  day,  when  the  ffom^t  pf 
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France  becomes  thoroughly  established  in 
Old  Spain,  she  will  find  the  means  of  draw- 
ing a  part  of  South  America  along  with  it, 
under  her  dominion  and  controul. — I  take 
the  present  opportunity  of  making  this  ob- 
servation, as,  before  the  next  session  of  par- 
liament commences,  perhaps  the  time  may 
actually  be  past,  in  which  this  country 
can  take  any  steps  at  all  upon  the  subject. 
Every  one  knows,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  house  to 
.have  all  that  information  that  can  enable 
lis  to  form  a  correct  opinion ;  but  I  only 
suggest,  for  the  consideration  of  ministers, 
previous  to  that  period,  what  1  conceive  to 
be  for  the  real  interests  of  the  country. — 
There  is  also  another  subject  upon  which 
I  wish  to  hazard  an  opinion  by  way  of 
suggestion  to  his  majesty's  ministers.     If 
France  succeed  in   Spain  and  Portugal, 
what  will  be  the  situation  of  those  coun- 
tries ?  All  those  individuals  who  have  re- 
sisted the.  power  of  France,  must  expect 
from  her  that  treatment  which  she  has 
nevelr  failed  to  deal  out  towards  those  in 
other  countries   that  have    resisted   her. 
Whatever  promises  may  be  made  to  them 
in  the  moment  of  difficulty,  France  will 
never  look  upon  them  but  with  a  jealous 
eye ;  and  will  govern  them  with  an  over- 
bearing hand,  and  it  is  therefore  the  in- 
terest of  these  individuals  to  unite  with  us 
in  effecting  whatever  object  may  tend  to 
the  permanent  interest,  of  England;  for  in 
doing  so,  they  effect  their  own  safety.     If, 
therefore,  we  must  quit  those  countries  en- 
tirely, we  should  render  their  resources  of 
as  little   avail  as  possible  to  the  naval 
power  of  France.     When  that  crisis  occurs, 
we  should  have  it  concerted  with  the  in- 
habitants of   these   countries,   that   they 
should  agree  with  us  to  destroy  their  mari- 
time power  and  ports  as  efteciually  as  pos- 
sible.     France  should   be  disabled   from 
fitting  out  fleets  from  the  ports  of  Lisbon, 
Cadiz,  and'Carthagena,  against  this  coun- 
try.    If  the  inhabitants  should   lose,  or 
yield  those  fleets  and  naval  arsenals,  they 
ought  to  know  that  they  are  yielding  them 
to  the  enemy  of  their  ally  ;  and  that  if  they 
are  sincerely   our  tiiends,  they  ought  to 
surrender  them  to  those  who  will  and  can 
manage  them  for  their  advantage.    I  desire 
not  that  this  country  should  by  this  pro- 
cedure and  advice  act  the  part  of  a  pirate 
t)r  of  a   treacherous  ally  :    nor  ihat  we 
should  forcibly  destroy  those  ports  I  have 
mentioned.     I  mean  no  such  thing.    But 
I  do  mean,  that  the  government  should  be 
ii|K)Q  its  guard  to  vse  all  possible  meaqs. 


in  a  proper  season,  to  induce  those,  who 
now  resist  the  power  of  France,  to  present 
the  evil' consequences  that  might  subse- 
quently result  from  their  subjugation,  by 
rendering  their  naval  force  of  as  little  adf- 
vantage  to  the  enemy  as  possible,  and  to 
enter  into  all  our  views  ;  for  it  is  manifest 
to  every  body,  that  the  flrst  thing  that  any 
statesman  at  the  head  of  the  councils  of' 
this  country  ought  to  lopk  to  is,  to  in- 
crease, as  much  as  possible,  the  maritime 
power  of  England,  and  to  destroy  or  dimi- 
nish that  of  France.  We  must  look  upon 
ourselves  as  wholly  independent  of  the 
continent  of  Europe,  cultivating  the  com- 
merce of  all  other  countries  in  the  world> 
and  by  our  maritime  force  directing  our 
efforts  to  exclude  France  from  .that  enjoy- 
ment.— I  have  thus,  from  a  sirong  sense 
of  duty,  taken  this  opportunity  of  exciting 
the  attention  of  ministers,  between  this  pe- 
riod and  next  session,  to  what  appears  to 
me  to  be  the  only  means  of  ultimate  asLfety 
for  this  country  by  securing  what  it  pos- 
sesses; and  increasing  its  power  in  the 
same  proportion  as  that  of  France,  as  the 
only  means  of  enabling  this  country  to 
close  successfully  the  contest  in  whicb^we' 
are  engaged. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  that  what- 
ever shades  of  diflerence  there  might  hare 
been  in  the  speeches  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
men, yet  the  general  result  of  them  all 
was  so  much  in  favour  of  the  proposed  re- 
solution, that  he  might  agree  with  their 
general  matter*  and  be  dispensed  from 
making  any  further  observations.  He 
should  incline  to  act  thus,  were  it  not  that 
he  stood  liable  to  be  challenged  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  last  spoke  as  not 
having  attended  to  his  call,  though  on 
many  other  occasions  it  might  be  said  he 
had  attended  to  calls  of  a  more  irregular 
tendency.  I'here  was  but  one  part  of  the 
right  hon.  gent/s  speech  which  in  detail 
he  should  consider  it  necessary  to  oppose, 
for  in  lact  an  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  W. 
Smith)  had,  in  what  he  said,  dismissed  the 
other  points  which  the  right  hon.  gent. 
had  stated.  The  sum  which  on  this  occa- 
sion wi»s  voted  was  the  same  which  was 
usual  in  war  time,  and  upon  the  like  occa- 
si(>nH  to  grant.  There  could  be  no  great 
jealousy  in  the  house  with  respect  to  the 
sum  or  the  method  of  its  appKcatibn.  The 
specific  mention  of  Austria  in  his  m^jestyV 
iV1e<iSage  had  not  been,  in  fact  Ccmsidered 
as  by  any  means  necessary.  If  it  had  not 
been  foi'  the  peculiar  exigencies  of  that 
country,  she   wonhl  net  faeve  prcfeaJpit 
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to- draw  for  pecuniafy  advate«8'in  the 
maimer  she  had  done.  There  were  three 
gromids  stated  for  this  TOte  of  credit,  any 
one  even  of  which  he  should  have  thought - 
sufficient  to  induce  the  acquiescence  of 
the  house,  and  to  insure  the  accustomed 
cdnfidenee  in  the  discretion  of  his  mrn^ 
jesty's:  goTerhment,  that  the  sum  would-be 
properly  applied  to  any  exigency  that 
might  arise.  With  regard  to  the  sums  for 
which  the  Austr i  an  government  had  thought 
proper,  without  any  authority,  to  draw  upon 
this  country,  he  could  assure  the  house, 
sdthoftgh  it  was  dcitermined  to -pay  them, 
tbit'  such  measures  had  been  taken  by  re* 
mKHBtrance  and-  other  means,  as  were  cal- 
culated to  guard  against  such  a  case  being 
drawn  into  precedent.  In  the  remon- 
strance, however,  which  had  been  made 
to  Austria  upon  this  occasion,  care  was 
taken  that  nothing  should  occur,  which 
could  have  the  complexion  of  harshness, 
for  the  nature  of  the  exigency  and  the 
difficult  circumstances  of  the  communica- 
tion with  this  country  must,  independently 
of  other  considerations,  forbad  the  slightest 
'  resort  to  any  thing  W  that  description. 
From  the  manner  in  which  something  that 
escaped  from  him  on  a  former  occasion 
had  been  interpreted  by  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
repeat,  that  ministers  left  it  entirely  to 
Austria  herself  to  consider  the  capacity  of 
her  own  resources  to  engage  in  the  present 
contest,  and  to  determine  the  question 
whether  the  situation  in  which  he  wa» 
placed  with  relation  to  the  enemy,  wm  to* 
lerable,  or  whether  it  was  preferable  to 
make  a  struggle  for  her  liberation.  Such, 
indeed,  was  the  conduct  of  this  country 
with  every  other  state.  Austria  was  ad^- 
vised  to  examine  her  own  internal  strength, 
ta  compare  it  with  thcf  resources  of  the  ene- 
my with  which  she  had  to  contend,  and  not 
to  look  to  any  auxiliarysnpport  this  country 
was  capable  of  aiibrding,  to  enable  her  to 
rise  out  of  Mch'a  war  with  safety.  His 
majesty's  |o?eirnment,  therefore,  all hoogh 
it  did,  not  discourage  Aostria.from  making 
an  effijrt  which  she  deemed  ntcestary  to  her 
own  honour  and  safety,  could  not  be  said 
to  ofier  any  counsels  that  could  commit  it- 
self in  the  undertaking.  But  when  Aus- 
tria bad  embarked  in  the  contest,  it  was 
thought  wise  by  our  government  toitirnish 
every  assistance  in  iu  pbwer.  It  was  not 
that  Austria,  engaged  in  the  war  exclusive- 
ly to  the  aid  of  England^  acting  as  a 
conductor  to  withdraw  fVttm  its  shores  the 
iAiaejiee  of  th^  dvead«d  lifbtomg.  bnt 


it  was  under  the  impression,  that  at  she 
had  entered  into,  so  she  should  either 
come  whole  outH)f  the  contest,  or  expect 
that  her  ruin  would  be  the  consequence. — 
Austria  soogpht  self-preservation.  She  de- 
termined rather  to  attack  the  enemy  be* 
yond  her  frontiers,  than  by  waiting  his  ap- 
proach, to  afford  facilities  for  her  destruc- 
tion. Under  the  impression  made  by  this 
situation  of  Austria  it  wasy  that  every  hon* 
gent,  save  one,  had  made  an  allowance  for' 
the  manner  in  which  she  acted,  respecting' 
the  advances  demanded  from  this  coun-^ 
try.  The  hon.  gent,  had  not  perh^s,  in 
so  decided  a  manner  as  on  a  former-  oc- 
casion, expressed  his  opinions  on  the  ques- 
tion of  justice  ou  the  side  of  Austria; 
though  not  content  with  pther  presump- 
tions in  favour  of  France,  he  Had  collected 
from  the  early  periods  of  the  revolutionary 
war  materials  to  show  that  all  Eupope'lud- 
not  actefl  with  any  other  view  than  the  par- 
tition of  unoiiending  France.  The  hen. 
gent,  here  rested  only  on  exploded  dooo- 
ments,  which  were  known  to  be  for'geries> 
representing  the  princes  of  Europe  in 
the  light  of  partitioners,  and  which  docu- 
ments were  current  at  that  period  when  all 
Europe  was  inundated  by  representations 
against  the  crowned  heads  and  old  estab- 
lishments of  the  continent.  On  thi»  oc- 
casion there  was  the  precedent  of  the  op- 
pressed rising  against  the  oppressor.  The 
hen.  gent,  had  said  much  of  Austria  not^ 
turning  round  till  she  saw  FVance  engaged 
in  another  quarter.  Was  it  to  be*  ex- 
pected that  Austria  sfa^vld  patiently 
and  tnresistingly  wait  till  France  had 
thought  proper  to  swallow  her  upT 
He  could  not  persuade  himself  to  ac« 
qaiesce  in  the  gloomy  forebodings  of  the 
hon.  gent. ;  because  though  Austria  might 
ultimately  fall,  it  would  t)e  setting  an  ex- 
ample of  hopelessnese  and  subraissiou 
even  then  to  despair.  He  would  say,  that 
the  poff CTB  ^hich  now  assisted  the  enemy 
in  his  exertions  would  perhaps,  ere  the 
last  act  was  ackroitipHshed,  regret  that  they 
had  ever  united  their  meann  with  his.  If 
it  should  prove,  that  even  after  the  cap- 
ture of  its  capital,  the  heart  of  Austria 
had  yet  liemained  entire,  then  was  her 
situation  much  superior  to  what  it  \\*as  at 
arty  former  period.  If  the  example  of 
the  contest  in  8pain,  in  which  alone  the 
arms  of  France  had  been  as  yet  opposed 
with  eliect,  should  be  imitated  in  Austria, 
he  saw  no  reason  to  justify  despondency 
as  to  the  Austrian  cause.  With  respect 
t^  %aitt  and-  Portngal^  all  were  of  one 
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opinion  as  to  the  propriety  and  policy  of 
the  assistance  to  be  rendered  to  them. 
He  could  not,  hov^ver^  but  observe,  that 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Ponsonby)  would  place  ministers  in  a 
situation  of  considerable  difficulty.  The 
last  session  a  warning  came  from  the  other 
side  of  the  house  on  this  subject,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  ministers  should  abstain  from  any 
thing  which  would  look  like  the  exclusive 
consideration  of  British  interests.  They 
now  wei^  bequeathing  a  legacy  of  cau- 
tion rather  to  provide  for  a  reverse  than  for 
success^  and  tnus  encouraged  in  this  in- 
stance what  they  on  a  former  occasion 
disavowed.  The  advice  of  the  right 
hoQ.  gent,  might  in  fact^  if  followed,  fur- 
nish him  with  a  certain  ground  of  attack 
against  ministers..  Between  these  two 
contradictory  courses,  ministers  were  placed 
in  such  a  situation,  that  he  had  no  doubt 
that  which  ever  should  be  pursued,  the 
party  to  which  the  right  hon.  gt^nt.  be- 
longed wpuld  contrive  to  find  materials  for 
censure.  Thus  the  right  hon.  gent,  would 
in  either  point  of  the  dilemma  have  the 
l^st  of  the  argument  over  ministers. 
With  respect  to  the  observations  that  had 
fallen  from  an  hofi,  gent.,  in  relation  to  the 
maritime  rights  exercised  by  Great  Bri- 
tain in  the  detention  of  neutral  vessels  : 
he  besought  those  philosophers  and  theo- 
rists, who  were  so  ibnd  of  recommending 
their  abstract  notions  of  justice  to  the 
adoption  of  ministers,  particularly  re- 
specting our  maritime  ascendancy,  which 
might,  and  no  doubt  was  sometimes  abused, 
to  consider  the  character  of  the  enemy 
whom  we  Ixad  to  encounter,  and  to  re- 
flect whether  we  ought  to  disarm  ourselves 
of  any  retaliation  upon  him,  by  whom  no 
principle  of  justice  whatever  was  held 
sacred.  When  it  was  considered  that  in 
all  the  countries  of  Europe  British  pro- 
perty had  been  confiscated  ;  when  it  was 
considered  that  contrary  to  the  mitigated 
practice  of  the  law  of  nations  in  modern 
times,  if  not  contrary  to  the  recorded 
Jaw,  the  persons  of  unoffending  travellers 
had  been  seized  not  only  in  France  but 
in  every  country  under  the  direction  of 
France,  it  must  be  manifest  that  if  there 
was  any  thing  in  the  maritime  practice  of 
this  country  which  ought  to  be  modified, 
it  should  be  so  modified,  not  by  an  act  of 
the  parliament,  but  by  a  mutual  arrange- 
ment with  the  other  powers  of  Europe. 
It  would  be  most  unwise  to  seize  a  mo- 
ment of  unexampled  violence  as  the  fittest 
for  disarouDg  ourselves  of  a  practice  so 


long  adhered  to,  and  which  had  woven 
itself  into  the  principles  of  our  maritime 
warfare.  As  to  the  connections  between 
this  country  and  the  island  of  Sicily,  he 
had  formerly  made  some  observations 
to  the  house  relative  to  the  right  which  it 
was  asserted  Great  Britain  had  acquired 
by  defending  i!^icily  to  interfere  in  the 
melioration  of  her  internal  afikirs.  He  ' 
diflered  widely  from  the  hon.  gent,  op- 
posite in  thipking,  that  a  period  when 
a  Brit'ish  garrison  was  in  a  country  was 
the  period  when  recommendations  of  the 
nature  alluded  to  ought  to  be  made. 
The  blessings  enjoyed  under  the  British 
constitution  were  the  effect  of  gradual,  not 
of  sudden  improvement.  It  was  not  be* 
cause  we  carried  in  our  bosoms  the  image 
of  that  constitution,  that'we  should  ex- 
pect to  see  it  reflected  in  every  other 
couniry.  It  was  to  be  hoped  that  any 
nation  whose  intercourse  and  union  with 
Great  Britain  were  intimate,  would  gra- 
dually imbibe  the  feelings  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  but  It  could  not  be  expected  that 
16,000  bayonetted  philosophers  would 
suddenly  produce  ftie  effect  which  in 
Great  Britain  had  been  the  result  of  the 
Revolutions,  and  the  accumulated  wisdom 
of  ages. — ^After  adverting  to  the  allusions 
made  to  the  speech  imputed  to  him  at  a 
late  Meeting,  at  the  London  Tavern,  to 
the  formation  of  which  he  declared  he 
gave  no  assistance  whatever,  the  -right 
hon.  gent.^  begged  it  to  be  understood/ 
that  he  never  expressed  ^ny  disapproba- 
tion of  the  discussion  of  politics  at  such 
meetings,  his  observations  always  ap- 
plying to  the  nature  and  character  of  such 
discussions.  He  did  not  object  to  the 
practice  but  to  the  matter.  Before  he 
sat  down,  he  could  not  avoid  saying  a 
few  words  on  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  gent,  respecting  the  appointment 
of  a  British  minister  to  Spain.  The  hon* 
gent  had  said,  that  this  country  had  given 
the  worst  proof  of.  its  intentions  towards 
Spain  by  the  choice  that  had  been  made  : 
and  he  had  grounded  this  assertion  on 
the  presumption  that  the  charges  which 
had  been  made  against  (hat  noble  lord's 
conduct  in  India  were  well  foimded* 
But  whatever  might  be  the  hon.  genu's 
opinion  of  the  noble  lord's  conduct,  he 
had  no  Tight  to  presume  that  tlie  house 
or  that  his  majesty's  ministers  would  be 
influenced  by  that  opinion.  For  his  part^ 
he  believed  thejre  could  scarcely  be  found 
another  individual  to  deny  that  marquis  < 
Wellesley  possessed  all  those  great  aad 
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splendid  endowments  which  must  qualify 
any  man  to  act  a  distinguished  part  on 
the  political  theatre  ;  nor  did  he  believe 
that  there  would  be  found  in  the  empire 
another  individual  to  assert  that  any  thing 

^had  passed  in  that  house,,  by  which  the 
country  ought  to  be  induced  to  forego  the 
advantage  of  lord  Wellesley's  talents. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  in  explanation  said,  that, 
last  session,  he  refused  to  give  any  opi- 
nion or  advice,  as  to  what  conduct  ought 
to  be  pursued  towards  Spain  and  Portu^ 
gal :  he  then  declined,  because  he  was  in 
perfect  ignorance  of  the  actual  situation 
of  affairs,  nothing  having  transpired.  He 
was  not  so  at  the  present  time ;  he  there- 
fore gave  his  advice,  and  his  decided  opi- 
nion was,  that  if  far  other  measures  were 
not  taken  by  his  majesty's  ministers, 
France  would  ultimately  subdue  the  pe- 
ninsula. 

Lord  H.  Petty  said,  he  was  surprized 
that  on  a  former  night ^  so  much  stress 
should  have  been  laid  on  speeches  at  pub- 
lic dinners,  when  one  of  the  ministers  of 
the  crown,  had,  at  a  tavern,  made  a  decla- 
raiion  as  to  foreign  politics,  and  excused 
himself  in  that  house,  by  saying,  it  was 
the  first  time  he  was  led  into  the  indiscre- 
tion He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
(Mr.  Canning)  would  reap  the  same  bene- 
fit from  his  first  night's  experience,  as  a 
noted  person,  who  was  eternally  exclaim- 
ing against  gambling,  and  who  stated  that 
he  was  so  inveterate  against  that  vicious 
practice,  because  he  had  once  attempted 
it,  and  lost  the  chief  part  of  his  fortune, 
from  which  time  he  never  gambled.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  the  right  hon.  Secre- 
tary had  exhibited  for  the  first  and  last 
time.  With  respect  to  Austria,  he  consi- 
dered it  a  matter  of  great  importance,  how 
they  laid  down  a  precedent,  which  might 
put  parliament  in  a  situation  in  which  it 
would  be  obliged  to  jrrant  succour  against 
its  will.  He  was  inclined  to  take  the 
word  of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  that  no  im- 
proper inducement  was  held  forth  to  Aus- 
tria, to  incline  her  to  go  to  war.  Infor- 
mation, however,  should  be  laid  before  the 
liouse,  or  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  a 
committee  on  the  subject.  With  respect 
to  the  assistance  which  it  might  be  deem- 

.  ed  expedient  to  afford  Austria,  for  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  the  war,  it  was  quite 

,  another  matter.  He  felt  that  she  was  left 
no  other  alternative  than  war  or  subjuga- 
tion ;  she  found  herself  in  the  last  gasp  of 
her  existence,  and  it  became  her  to  make 
a  la3t  struggle  3    but  this  country  was 


bound  to  consider  of  what  use  the  degree 
of  assistance  which  she  was,  able  to  con- 
tribute, was  likely  to  be ;  whether  the 
very  small  and  limited  supply  in  her 
power  to  bestow,  was  likely  to  enable 
that  country  to  resist  the  power  of  France  ? 
and  whether  what  would  be  much  for 
England  to  give,  might  not  be  little  for 
Austria  to  receive  ? — From  this  view  of 
the  subject,  he  saw  the  strong  necessity  for 
economising  our  resources;  it  was  not 
economising  merely  for  ourselves,  but  for 
Europe  and  the  world  at  large.  The 
period  might  arrive  when  the  restoration 
of  a  new  order  of  things  would  depend 
upon  England  alone ;  in  the  prospect  of 
which  she  ought  to  be  studious  of  econo- 
my.— ^With  regard  to  the  dilemma  in 
which  they  were  placed  respecting  Spain^ 
if  his  majesty's  ministers  took  the  wrong 
side  it  would  not  be  extraordinary  ;  if  the 
right,  they  still  might  not  be  exempted 
from  reproaches — (Hear!  hear!  from  the 
Ministerial  side.)  "  I  mean,  said  his  lord- 
ship, if  they  choose  the  right  side,  and  de- 
termine to  give  assistance  to  Spain,  they 
may  yet  make  such  an  application  of  the 
force — they  may  so  divide,  scatter  and 
delay  \l,  as  to  expose  themselves  to  the 
just  reproaches  of  the  country"  (Hear! 
hear!  from  the  opposition.)  He  agreed 
in  the  principle  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  laid  down  (though  it  was  a  new  one 
for  that  gentleman  to  adopt)  that  they 
should  suffer  any  thing  rather  than  com- 
promise the  honour  of  the  country.  The 
warning  of  his  right  hon.  friend  was  a  good 
one;  they  should  not  lightly  hazard  an 
expenditure  of  money  and  of  blood  ;  but 
reserve  them  for  that  great  effort  which 
they  might  be  called  upon  to  make,  and 
he  hoped  would  succeed  in  making,  at  no 
diiitant  period. 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  moved  the  Address, 
which  was  negatived  without  a  division, 
and  the  Resolutions  of  the  Committee  wer» 
agreed  to. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS 

Thursday,  June  1 . 
[King's  Message  respecting  the 
Clergy.]  Upon  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  Message  from 
his  majesty,  relative  to  the  Clergy. 
,  The  Earl  of  Liverpool,  before  moving  an 
Address,  in  answer  to  his  majesty's  most 
gracious  Message,  observed,  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  extend  the  bounty  of  parliament 
to^mall  living,  under  150/.  per  annum. 
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From  the  re  tarns  made  of  all  the  livings 
in  the  several  dioceses  of  the  kingdom,  ex- 
cepting four,  of  which  the  return  was  not 
yet  made,  there  were  in  all  about  1 1,700; 
out  of  these,  3,29 1.  were  livings  under  1 50/. 
per  annum  ;  upwards  of  800  ^id  not  ex- 
ceed 50/.  a  year ;  and  of  those  which  were 

.  above  50/.  and  not  exceeding  !00/.  per 
annum,  there  were  upwards  of  2,000 ;'  but 
it  was  not  altogether  unsatisfactory,  there 
was  so  large  a  proportion  of  greater  livings, 
and  that  the  proportion  of  those  under  150/. 
was  no  greater  than  about  a  third.    It  was 

'  highly  incumbent  on  the  legislature  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  better  the  situation  of 
a  class  of  men,  who,  of  all  others,  were 
niost  serviceable  to  their  country.  For 
this  purpose,  it  hsld  been  thought  proper 

■  by  his  majesty's  government,  that,  agree- 
ably to  the  system  of  an  act  of  parliament, 
which  created  what  was  called  Queen 
Ann's  Bounty,  application  should  be  made 
^this  year  to  the  other  house  of  parliament, 
for  a  grant  of  100,000/.  which  might  in  the 
same  manner  be  appropriated  to  the  in- 
crease of  these  small  livings.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  Wished  it  to  be  understood  that 
this  was  only  a  temporary  measure  for 
their  relief;  it  preceded  a  system  which, 
he  trusted,  in  the  next  session  of  parlia- 
ment, would  be  provided,  for  a  more 
speedy  and  effectual  increase  of  all  these 
tmall  livings.  He  thought,  at  present, 
there  was  not  much  necessity  for  saying 
more  on  the  subject,  and  concluded  by 
moving  an  hqmble  Address,  in  answer  to 
his  majesty's  Message,  assuring  his  majesty 
of  their  readiness  to  concur  in  every  mea- 
sure which  could  promote  so  desirable  an 
object  as  that  recommended  in  the  Mes- 
sage. 

Viscount  Sidmouth  said,  he  could  assure 
the  house  it  was  not  with  any  wish  to  throw 

-  any  objection  in  the  \vay  of  extending  the 

•  bounty  of  parliament  to  a  class  of  indivi- 
duals so  deserving,  that  he  rose  to  express 
his  sentiments  on  the  motion  proposed  for 
their  lordships  consideration.  No  man 
was  more  anxious  than  himself  that  the 
liberality  of  parliament  should  be  extend- 
ed to  those  small  livings  under   150/.  per 

•annum;  but  be  was.  apprehensive'  they 
were  now  called  upon  to  agree  to  a  mea- 
sure without  sufficient  explanation,  and 
which  was  to  be  left  to  the  other  hou<?e  of 
parliament;  from  those  votes,  he  was  I.ed 

'  to  conclude,  the  grant  would  come  before 
their  lordships  at  the  end  of  the  session,  in 

•  the  Appropriation  Act. 

TTh^  Earl  of  Livofool  shortly  explain- 


ed :  the  purport  of  this  measure  was  only 
for  the  present  year,  and  the  grant  woaM 
be  disposed  of  on  the  principle  of  Queea 
Ann's  Bounty. 

Viscount  Sidmouth  continued  to-be  of 
opinion,  that  the  manner  adopted  «wouki 
leave  their  lordships  an  opportunity  of  only 
an  imperfect  discussion,  as  in  the  •present 
instance  on  the  message  itself.  He  com- 
pared it  to- Mr:  Palmers  Claim ;  and  their 
lordships  should  now,  as  they  did  'then, 
entertain  a  jealous  sense  of  any  infringe- 
ment upon  their  privileges. 

Lord  Harrawby  entered  into  the  jneritM 
of  the  measure  under  discussion.  He  con- 
ceived the  privileges  of  the  house  would 
not,  in  the  smallest  degree,  be  affected  by 
the  present  proceeding;  he  shewed  that 
the  grant  on  Mr.  Palmer's  Claim  would 
not  resemble  the  present;  the  former  was 
unprecedented,  whereas  the  latter  had  been 
recognised  by  the  legislature  in  a  former 
act  of  parliament.  He  compared  the  diflfi- 
culty  of  increasing  small  livings,  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Ann,  with  that  of  the  pre- 
sent times;  there  Was  on  this  account 
much  room  to  be  gratified.  At  that  time, 
it  was  calculated  it  would  take  203  years  to 
increase  small  livings  to  fifty  pounds  a 
year,  and  510  more  to  increase  them  to  one 
hundred.  This  consideration  probably 
led  to  the  tardiness  which  ensued,  and 
started  difficulties  in  the  way  of  their  in* 
crease,  accounted  insurmountable.  But, 
in  the  present  times,  on  a  moderate  calcu- 
lation, thirty-nine  or  forty  years  would 
produce  what  it  was  before  calculated 
would  require  203  years,  and  the  other 
period  of  510  years  would  be  equally  re- 
duced in  proportion.  His  lordship  con- 
tended strenuously  for  the  importai\ce  and 
the  policy  of  attending  to  the  interest  and 
comfort  of  those  clergymen  who  possessed 
small  incomes. 

'  The  Duke  of  Nbrfolk  coimcrided  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  noble  viscount.  He  was 
sorry  the  session  of  parliament  did  not 
commence  in  November,  and  thereby  af- 
ford more  time  for  the  discussion  of  impor- 
tant business^  and  preyent  their  attendanco 
during  the  hot  months,  and  during  that 
season  of  the  year  when  many  of  their 
lordships  were  called  upon  to  attend  their 
respective- duties  in  the  country.  The 
contrary  practice,  in  l^is  opinion,  prevent- 
ed, on  the  present  occasion,  tlfatnecessarjr 
discussion  which  oirght  to  precede  such  aa 
important  meagre  a^,  that  under  consi« 
deration.  " 
-The  Address  was  unanimouidy  agreed  to. 
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Thursday,  June  1. 

[Lord  Burghersh.]  Colonel  Sfiiplcy 
rose,  agreeably  to  ibe  notice  he  had  given 
on  the  subject  of  the  papers,  relative  to 
lord  Burghersh's  coniinission  as  a  iieut.- 
colonei  in  the  army.  From  circumstances 
which  had  occurred,  he  was  happy  to 
think,  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
proceed  in  this  busihess.  He  must,  how- 
ever, be  allowed  to  say  that,  in  bringing 
th6  appointment  in  question  under  the 
consideration  of  that  house,  he  had  not 
been  actuated  by  any  personal  motive,  or 
by  any  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  noble 
lord  who  was  the  object  of  it.  The  noble  lord 
had  done  nothing  wrong.  It  could  be  no- 
thing but  a  praise-worthy  motive  which 
could  induce  him  to  court  preferment  in 
the  army,  which,  while  it  was  an  honour- 
able, was  s|lso  a  laborious  and  hazardous 
profession.  As  for  himself,  he  was  solely 
actuated  by  a  regard  for  the  public  ser- 
yice.  He  felt  regret  that  the  noble  lord 
had  been  deprived  of  that  rank  to  which 
^e  had  so  lately  been  promoted.  He 
hop«d  that  the  circumstance  would  not  de- 
prive the  country  of  the  services  of  so 
gallant  and  meritorious  an  officer,  as  he 
was  given  to  understand  the  noble  lord 
had  proved  himself  to  be.  He  must, 
however,  be  allowed  to  congratulate  the 
country  on  the  result  of  the  present  busi- 
ness, aa  it  proved  that  due  regard  would  al- 
ways be  paid  to  the  opinion  of  parliament 
and  of  the  country.  He  congratulated  the 
service  on  the  victory  which  had  thus  been 
gained  over  ministers;  and  by  which  an 
assurance  was  held  out  to  them,  that  no 
deviation  would  he  suffered  \q  exist  in  the 
regulations  of  the  army,  when  any  such 
deviation  was  fairly  and  fully  made  the 
subject  of  investigation.  Having  said 
thus  much,  and  again  declaring  himself  to 
have  been  entirely  free  from  every  private 
or  party  motive,  he  begged  leave  to  with- 
draw his  motion. — Leave  was  given  ac- 
cordingly. • 

[Judges'  Salaries.]  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  move  the  order 
of  the  day,  for  the  hou.^^e  resolving  itself 
into  a  committee  upon  the  proposed  Aug- 
mentation of  the  Salaries  of  the  Judges. 

Mr.  H,  Martin  declared  his  anxiety  to 
learn  whether  it  was  proposed  to  defray 
the  amount  of  the  proposed  increase  out 
of  the  reduction  of  the  Sinecure  offices 
connected  with  our  judiciary  establish^ 
ments ;  a  measure  strongly  rccodimended 
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by  the  most  able  reports  of  committees  of 
that  house. 

The  Chancellor  of  tJie  Exchequer  did  not 
think  that  the  present  question  should  de- 
pend upon  the  nature  or  quantum  of  these 
proposed  reductions.  He  couaidcrcd  tho 
merits  of  the  increase  stood  upon  intrinsic 
grounds,  and  that  the  other  was  an  after 
consideration.  He  then  moved,  that  the 
Speaker  do  leave  the  chair  for  the  purpose 
ongoing  into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  H.  Martin  expressed  his  anxiety  to 
guard  against  any  misconception  or  mis- 
representation of  his  opinions.  He  was 
distinctly  a  friend  to  the  principle  of  the 
measure,  upon  the  grounid  that  to  the 
great  and  valuable  services  of  the  judicial 
administration  such  an  increase  was  high- 
ly necessary.  But  whilst  he  did  justice 
to  the  judge,  he  also  thought  that  it  should 
not  be  withheld  from  the  people.  Four- 
teen years  ago,  after  very  laborious  in- 
vestigations, a  Committee  of  that  house 
had  recommended  the  cessation  of  Sine- 
cure offices,  connected  with  the  courts  of 
law,  to  the  amount  of  27,879/.  With  sucji  ' 
information  before  the  house  and  the  coun* 
try,  he  asked  whether  the  public  were 
called  upon  to  pay  additional  and  deserved 
salaries  to  the  Judges,  that  was  not  the 
proper  moment  to  ask  the  minister  who 
proposed  it,  whether  it  was  his  intention  to 
meet  such  an  additional  augmentation 
from  the  fund,  which  must  arise  from  the 
recommended  reduction  of  useless  offices 
in  the  courts  of  law  ?  The  answer  to  the 
question  he  was  solicitous  to  obtain,  as  it 
would  determine  his  support  to  the  par- 
ticular motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  . 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  forbore 
to  pledge  himself  to  any  conclusive  course 
of  conduct,  relative  to,  the  reduction  of 
those  offices.  The  present  measure  stood, 
he  contended,  upon  wholly  independent  . 
grounds,  without  any  reference  whatso- 
ever to  the  subordinate  offices  comiected 
with  such  situations. 

Lord  H,  Petty  also  considered  the  pre- 
sent proposition  wholly  distinct  from  any 
reference  to  its  collateral  consequences. 
It  was  merely,  whether  in  the  presont  state 
of  the  public  circumstances,  the  country 
was  not  called  upon  to  render  the  elevated 
situation  of  a  judge  more  commensurate 
with  the  labour  he  performed,  and  the 
dignity  he  was  bound  to  support. 

The  Speaker  then  lefl  the  chair,  and  the 
house  went  into  a  Committee.  ^ 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Ikchequer,  after 
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Yarious  preliminary  ob«er¥ation;t,  stated 
the  object  of  bis  iiitendcd  resolution, 
namely,  to  vote  from  tbe  consolidated  fund, 
such  a  sura  as  would  atfi)rd  J  ,()00/.  a  year 
additional,  both  to  the  chief  barons  and 
justices,  and  to  the  puisne  judges  of  the 
courts  of  law  in  England.  In  pressing 
such  a  measure  upon  the  house,  he  waa 
aware  that  it  would  feel  the  necessity  of 
enabling  (he  elevated  individuals  in  the 
administration  of  justice  in  this  kingdom, 
to  support  that  decent  and  due  dignity ; 
at  the  same  time  that  such  a  course' shoold 
not  trench  upon  their  property  as  indi- 
viduals, or  upon  the  future  interests  of 
their  family.  With  respect  to  the  other 
judiciary  establishments  of  the  united 
kingdom,  he  had  to.  propose  an  increase  at 
present  only  for  the  judges  of  Wales; 
taking  the  same  standard  as  he  did  in  the 
former  instance,  merely  to  make  the  real 
income  equal  to  the  nominal,  he  proposed 
an  increase  for  the  Welsh  judges  to  the 
amount  of  30o/.  a  yeaf. — With  respect  to 
Scotland  and  Irehnd  he  was  obliged  to 
postpone  any  measure  npon  the  subject. 
The  house  was  aware  that  within  a  ver}' 
short  period  a  considerable  aheration  had 
taken  place  in  the  constitution  of  the  coifrt 
of  session  in  Scotland.  Until  thai  altera- 
tion was  fuMy  completed,  and  its  effects 
visible,  the  delay  of  such  consideration 
eotdd  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  deemed  im- 
proper. And  as  to  lrelan<l,  alihough  he 
bad  received  a  letter  from  tlie  Lord  Chan- 
cel hir  of  that  country,  stating  the  eqtially 
strong  claims  of  the  Irish  Jinlges  to  an 
augmentation  of  their  salary,  yet  he  was 
not,  without  further  information  on  the 
subject,  at  present  inclined  to  vote  any 
similar  proposition  relative  to  that  part  of 
thp  empire.  He  wished  at  the  same  time 
to  be  understood,  as  giving  no  improper 
partiaFity,  but  as  anxious  that  each  mea- 
sure frhotild  be  brought  ibrward  upon  the 
due  occasion.  He  then  moved.  That  there 
be  voted  a  sum  of  40,000/.  out  of  the 
cunsolidatpd  fund  for  that  purpose. 

liord  //.  Petijf  supported  this  tn^astrre, 
so  necessary  to  the  proper  establishment 
of  di  unified  and  exalted  characters,  who 
had  always  refrained  from  interference  in 
politics.  He  trusted  that  it  woidd  be  a 
spontaneous  measure  with  every  party  in 
the  house.  Under  all  governments,  the 
purity  of  the  judicial  establishment  was 
never  called  in  question,  so  that  from  the 

East,  we  might  anticipate  security  on  that 
^ad  for  the  future. 
Mr;  C.  ff^frm,  from  the  extended  nature 


of  the  Welsh  circait8,did  not  think  the  aug- 
mentation proposed  to  the  Welsh  Judges  a 
sufficient  one.  He  proposed,  therefore^ 
by  way  of  amendment,  that  the  augmen- 
tation should  be  500/.  per  ^nn.  instead  of 
300/.  He  knew  many  respectable  per- 
sons, who,  on^  being  applied  to,  in  order 
^hjt  they  should  fill  those  places,  declined; 
on  the  ground  of  the  great  expenoes. 

Mr.  Bankes  supported  the  amendment, 
and  wished  that  the  Welsh  Judges  should 
be  excluded  from  parliament,  on  the  con- 
stitutional principle  that  it  was  not  right 
that  those  who  were  concerned  in  the  cxe- 
tion  sbookl  havo^any  share  in  the  legisl»* 
tive  part. 

The  Chancellof-  of  the  Exchequer  said,  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  gent,  deserved 
more  consideration  before  it  should  be 
adopted,  as  it  would  tend  perhaps  to  over^ 
turn  the  present  judicature  of  Wales. 
He  could  not  agree  with  another  hon.  gent 
that  the  Welsh  Judges  acted  in  a  per- 
petual judicial  character  as  tbe  Judges  ef 
England  did. 

Mr.  Achm  defended  the  proposition  of 
further  augmentation  to  the  Welih  Judges, 
and  hoped  that  those  of  Scotland,  on  ao» 
count  of  their  labour,  would  be  shortly 
placod  in  situations  relative  to  thoee  of  thif 
English  Judges. 

The  Amendment  of  Mr.  Wynn  was 
turthor  supported  by  Mr.  Bathurst,  Mr. 
Homer,  lord  Milton,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  did  not  approve  of 
the  Welsh  Judges  being  admitted  as  mem" 
hers  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Whithread  did  not  oppose  the  wig- 
mentation  of  the  salaries,  but  asserted  the 
expediency,  at  the  present  moment,  of  di* 
recting  that  public  justice  should  be  car- 
ried into  distant  parts  of  the  island  twice 
instead  of  once  a  year.  He  thought,  also, 
that  a  Welsh  judge  ought  no  longer  to  be 
allowed  to  sit  in  the  house  of  commons,  or 
to  hold  an  ofRce  under  the  crown.  He 
supported  the  opinion  of  his  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Martin),  that  the  sinecure  places  in 
the  courts  of  justice  should  go  to  make 
the  increase  proposed  in  the  salaries  of  the 
judffes.*  If  these  offices  were  not  abolished 
at  the  present  moment,  at  least  a  pledge 
ought  to  be  given,  that  at  some  given  pe- 
riod the  sentiments  of  the  committee, 
which  had  laid  a  Report  on  the  table 
on  the  subject,  would  be  taken  into  due 
consideration. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Ex^emr  did  net 
think  that  the  time  of  the  judges  wouM 
allow  them  to  go  the  northern   circaif 
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twice  in  the  year ;  but  this  might  be  a 
subject  of  after  consideration.  As  to  the 
proposition  of  excluding  the  Welsh  judges 
from  the  house  of  commons ;  if  siirh  a  re- 
gulation were  at  present  adopted,  it  would 
appear  to  be  pointed ^t  an  individual  who 
bad  always  been  most  zealous  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  public  duties.  Nor  was  this 
properly  the  subject  before  the  house. 

Mr.  G.  Vansinari  thought,  that  this  was 
the  time  for  declaring  that  the  place  of 
Clerk  of  Assise  should  not  be  sold  in  future. 

Mr.  Paruanhy  was  of  opinion,  that  in 
granting,  an  augmented  salary  to  the 
Judges,  the  house  ou^ht  not  to  mix  any 
other  question  with  that  before  them. 

Mr.  WiWa force  (Stated,  that  many  com- 
plaints ha<l  reached  him  of  the  inconve- 
nience sustained  in  the  north,  on  account 
of  there  not  being  two  assizes  in  the  year* 

After  a  few  words  from  lord  Milton,  Mr, 
C.  Wynn,  and  the  Attorney  General,  the 
original  resolution,  and  also  a  reeolution 
for  gruiting  to  the  Welsh  judges  an  addi- 
tional salary  of  400/.  per  annum,  were 
agreed  to. — The  house  baring  been  re- 
sumed, the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived to-morrow. 

[Mr.  Curwbn's  Reform  BitL]  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Curwen,  the  house  resolved 
Itself  into  a  committee  on  the  Seats  in  Par- 
liaipentBill,  Mr.  Wharton  in  the  Ghair^ 

The'' Right  Honourable  the  Speaker  rose, 
and  addressed  the  Committee  as  follows : 

Mr.  Wharton  ; — Before  you  proceed  to 
ut  the  Question  of  Reading  this  Bill  a 
irst  tine,  1  wish  to  offer  myself  to  your 
notice : 

And  althongh  I  am  at  all  times  un- 
wilKng  to  request  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  of  this  House,  thinking  that  I 
should  render  them  no  seryice  by  mixing 
in  their  general  Debates^  and  feeling  also 
the  inconvenience  of  being  precluded 
aflcrwardsH*  by  my  other  duties  in  this 
House  from  explaining  or  defending  my 
opinions  in  any  subsequent  stage  of  dis- 
cussion ;  nevertheless  there  are  some  sub- 
jects of  a  paramount  importance,  upon 
which  I  do  conceive  that  I  have  a  per- 
sonal duty  imposed  upon  me  (and  perhaps 
the  House  may  think  in  some  degree  an 
official  duty)  to  deliver  the  sentiments 
which  I  entertain : — And  such  is  the  pre- 
sent. 

The  Question  now  before  us,  is  no  less 
than  this — Whether  the  Seats  in  this  House 
shall  be  beocefbrth  p«b)kly  saleable  ? — A 
proposition,  at  the  sound  of  whieh>  our 


Ancestors  \Vould  have  startled  with  indig- 
nation; but  a  practice,  which  io  these 
days  and  within  these  walls,  in  utter  ob- 
livion of  every  former  maxim  and  feeling 
of  Parliament,  has  been  avowed  and  jus- 
tified. 

We  are  now,  however,  come  to  a  pass 
from  which  we  have  no  i-etreat.  Upon 
this  Question  we  must  decide.  Aye  or  ISo. 
To  do  nothiug'  is  to  do  every  thing.  If 
we  forbear  to  reprobate  this  traffic,  we 
give  it  legality  and  sanction.  And  unless 
we  now  proceed  to  brand  and  stiginiittae 
it  by  a  prohibitory  Law,  1  am  firmly  per- 
suaded that  even  before  the  short  remnant 
of  this  Session  is  concluded,  we  shall  see 
that  Seats  in  this  Mouse  are  advertiser!  tor 
sale  by  Public  Auction  :  And  we  shall 
have  brought  a  greater  scandal  upon  Par- 
liament and  the  Nation,  than  this  country 
has  ever  known  since  Parliaments  hava 
had  an  existence. 

According  to  the  course  which  these 
Debates  have  taken,  three  distinct  {>oints 
have  been  put  in  issue  :  First,  Whether 
the  traffic  be  a  Political  Evil  ;  in  the  next 
place«  Whether  it  be  any  Parliamentary 
O^nce  ;  and  lastly,  whether  there  is  any 
safe  and  practicable  Remedy  by  which 
this  mischief  can  be  put  down  for  the  time 
to  come. 

Sir  ;  Into  the  first  point;  Whether  this 
be  a  Political  Evil,  I  do  not  mean  to  enter 
at  any  length  ;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  my 
purpose. 

1  hat  the  Influence  of  Property  in  main- 
taining Civil  Order  is  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, no  man  living  can  doubt  :  it  is 
the  firmest  cement  to  all  the  relations  sf 
social  life,  it  gives  Stability  to  the  State, 
and  Prosperity  to  the  Empire.  That  the 
Possessions  of  Property  may,  and  must, 
and  ought  to  have  a  predominating  Influ- 
ence in  the  Election  of  Members  to  serve 
in  this  house^  I  think  is  equally  clear. 
But,  that,  abandoning  all  their  legitimate 
rights  of  Influence,  and  laying  aside  all 
the  virtuous  and  generous  Motives  of 
Friendship,  Affection,  and  the  fair  pre- 
ference of  Talents  and  Integrity  to  fill 
places  of  such  high  Poblic  Trust,  they 
should  go  to  a  shameless  and  open  mar- 
ket ;  that  they  should  sell  the  Attach- 
ment of  their  Friends,  Neighbours,  and  De- 
pendants, for  dry  and  sordid  gain;  and 
sell  it  to  titter  Strangers,  of  whose  equalities 
they  can  have  no  other  Estimate  than  the 
Weight  of  their  Purees ;  this  does  indeed 
at>p6ar  to  me  to  be  a  great  Political  Evif, 
and  a  great  Publie  Grievance.  It  degrades 
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and  debases  the  habits  of  the  higher  ranks 
of  life,  who  confess  their  own  sense  of  the 
nature  of  these  transactions,  by  the  con- 
cealment with  which  they  seek  to  cover 
them  :  It  taints  also  and  contaminates 
the  general  Character  of  Parliament :  and 
it  furnishes  the  most  formidable  weapons 
to  those  who  are  professing,  and  I  am  will- 
ing to  believe  sincerely  professing-,  to  it- 
fonji,  but  as  I  fear,  are,  in  truth  and  in 
fact,  by  the  tendency  of  their  endea- 
vours, labouring  to  4uhvert  the  entire  Sys- 
tem of  our  Parhamentary  Representation. 

With  respect.  Sir,  to  the  next  Question, 
whether  these  practices  arc  any  Parlia- 
mentary Offence.  That  it  is  a  high  Parlia- 
mentary Offence,  every  page  of  our  His- 
tory, Statutes,  and  Journals  appears  to 
ine  to  bear  evidence. 

It  is  essential  to  the  very  idea  of  Elec- 
tions that  they  should  be  free,  (a)  Such  is 
the  ancient  language  of  the  Statute  of 
Westminster  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Fir^it,  speaking  of  Elections  in  general  (bj: 
such  also  is  the  modern  language  of  the 
Bill  of  Rightii,  with  reference  specifically 
to  the  Election  of  Members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  ;(V^  and  we  have  a  memorable 
instance  in  the  year  immediately  follow- 
ing the  Revolution  of  the  sense  in  which 
this  fundamental  principle  ^i^s  understood, 
in  the  case  of  the  Cinque  Ports  ;  for  by  a 
Statute  in  the  Second  oi  Wiltinm  and  Mary, 
it  is  not  enacted  only,  but  declared,  that 
for  the  Lord  Warden  to  nominate  or  re- 
conmiend  any  Member  to  serve  in  any 
Port  or  Place  wilhin  his  jurisdiction,  was 
a  violation  of  the  Freedom  of  Parliaments, 
and  contrary  to  the  Antient  Laws  and 
Constitution  of  the  Realm.  Cd) 

In  the  description  of  these  Offences, 
which  constitute  a  Violation  of  our  Privi- 
leges, there  is  nothing  technically  narrow, 
but  the  Rule  is  to  be  tried  by  its  sub- 
stantial Effects.  Forct%  Fraud,  Corrupt 
practices  and  undue  influence  of  any  sort, 
by  which  the  freedom  af  Elections  is  con- 
trolled, have  been  reprobated  in  all  ages. 

These  Offences,  if  pursued  as  matter  of 
personal  delinquency,  were  antiently  tria- 
ble before  the  Committee  of  Privileges ;  if 
they  touched  the  Seat,  they  were  cogniza- 
ble in  the  Committee  of  Elections.  At  a 
later  period,  [Anno  15D2]  when  these  Com- 
mittees were  united,  all  such  (^enc.es  were 


(aj  2  Doug.  p.  402. 

(bj  3  Edw.  I.  c.  5. 

fc)  I  W.  &  M.  Sess.  2.  c.  2. 

((tj  ?W.  &M.Sess.  L  c.7. 


of  course  tried  indiscriminately  beforethis 
joint  jurisdiction.  And  so  things  continued 
until  happily  the  functions  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  were  transferred  by 
the  Grenville  Act  to  a  better  Tribunal. 
But  the  general  conservation  and  vin- 
dication of  our  Rights  and  Privileges, 
except  so  far  as  divested  by  special 
Statute,  still  resides,  as  we  all  know,  in 
the  House  at  large,  and  its  Committee  of 
Privileges. 

Whoever  therefore  looks  into  the  pro- 
ceedings of  all  these  several  jurisdictions 
according  to  their  difierent  periods,  will 
find  abundant  traces  of  the  inquiries  which 
have  been  instituted,  and  tlie  censu,re8  which 
have  followed  upon  ofiences.of  all  these 
descriptions.  And  from  the  period  of  the 
Revolution,  we  may  see  them  exemplified  in 
the  prosecutions  conducted  by  sir  Edward 
Seymour  against  the  Directors  of  the  New 
East  India  Compaiiy  in  the  reign  of  King 
William ;  in  the  Reports  of  the  Secret 
Committee  upon  the  last  ten  years  of  Sir 
Robert  Walpole's  administration  during 
the  last  rei^n  ;  in  the  charge  brought 
against  Lord  North  upon  the  Milboum 
Port  Election,  and  the  general  character 
of  these  Ofiences  is  evidenced  by  all  the 
language  of  similar  proceedings,  in  our 
own  time. 

But,  Sir,  beyond  this: — Practices  of  this 
description  are  not  only  oflences  by  the 
Law  of  Parliament,  they  have  been  long 
since  adjudged  to  be  criminal  by  the  Com- 
bon  Law  of  the  Realm. 

The  Bribery  of  Votes  was  adjudged  by 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  Reign,  to  have  been 
a  Common  I^w  Ofifence,  (e)  even  though 
no  precedents  could  be  adduced  to  show 
it,  and  to  have  been  punishable  as  such 
long  before  its  encreased  prevalence  made 
Parliament  deem  it  necessary* to  restrain  it 
by  special  Statutes(y).  And  in  like  man- 
ner any  previous  agreement  or  compact  to 
control  the  Votes  of  Electors  (even  al- 
though the  Electors  are  not  themselves 
bribed)  has  been  adjudged  to  be  illegal 
upon  general  grounds  of  policy  and  juris- 
prudence.  Such  was  the  Case  which 

arose  in  the  Burgh  of  Stirling  in  the  year 
177;J,  Cg)  where  some  of  the  Town  Coun- 
cil had  entered  into  a  corrupt  Agreement 
to  divide  the  Profits  of  the  Burgh,  and 


(ej  K.  V.  Pitt  &  Mead,  Barr.31ackttone. 

(f)  7  W.  III.  2  Guest. 

(g)  2  Doug.  p.  412.  Wright's  Law  of 
Elections* 
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what  they  were  also  pleased  to  call  the 
Parliamentary  ProEtA,  and  to  bring  no  per- 
son into  the  Magistiacy  but  Stucb  as  should 
vote  with  them  upori  all  Parliamentary 
Elections;  under  this  Agreement,  Elec- 
tions were  had  and  passed  unanimously. 
But  when  this  Agreement  was  discovered 
and  questioned,  although  it  was  manifest 
that  the  other  Electors  were  neither  party 
nor  privy  to  the  Agreement,  nor  had  pro- 
fited thereby,  the  Court  of  Session  not  only 
declared  the  AgTeemenl  itself  to  be  ille- 
gal, unwarrantable,  and  contra  bonoi  mores, 
but  also  that  by  reason  of  the  undue  influ- 
ence under  which  such  Elections  were  had, 
all  those  Elections  were  void  and  null. 
This  Judgment  afterwards  came  by  Ap- 
peal to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  was  there, 
in  November  1775,  affirmed. — At  a  later 
date«  another  question  of  this  sort  came  be- 
fore an  Election  Committee  under  the 
Grenville  Act,  from  the  county  of  Ber- 
wick, in  1781.  (h)  The  Petition  there 
stated  that  two  of  the  Candidates  had  by 
themselves,  and  friends,  combined  to  con- 
trol the  Election,  by  chusing  first  one  of 
those  two  Candidates,  who  should  sit  for,  a 
certain  number  of  years  or  sessions^  and 
then  that  the  othe#  should  be  elected  to 
succeed  him.  The  Election  Committee 
before  whom  that  Case  was  tried  and 
proved,  reported  the  Agreement  to  be  cor- 
rupt and  illegal,  and  voided  the  Election. 

What,  therefore,  it  remains  for  us  to  do 
is  plain.  And  as  our  Ancestors,  when  they 
fouud  the  censures  of  Parliament,  and  the 
decisions  of  the  Common  Law,  were  in- 
sufficient to  restrain  the  growing  practice 
of  Bribery  to  Voters,  proceeded  to  super- 
add the  cumulative  penalties  of  the  Statute 
Law ;  so  also  it  is  for  us,  who  have  before 
us  such  flagrant  proofs  that  the  traffic  in 
Seats  has  broken  through  the  existing 
checks,  to  put  it  down  by  a  new  Prohibi- 
tory Law. 

And  now.  Sir,  we  are  brought  to  the 
last  consideration — whether  we  can  by 
any  safe  and  practicable  Remedy  suppress 
the  mischief:  And  of  this  I  have  no  doubt, 
if  with  sincerity  and  diligence  we  apply 
•urselves  to  the  task. 

According  to  my  views  of  this  subject, 
the  Committee  will  perceive,  that  I  must 
naturally  desire  in  the  first  place  that  our 
Law  should  be  in  itself  declaratory  ;  lest 
we  should  impair  the  principle  which  we 
are  endeavouring  to  strengthen.  The  de- 
^nition  or  description  of  the  of&nce  should 

(hj  Com.  Jour.  vol.  3t>, 


also  be  marked  with  such  a  degree  of  * 
precision  that- we  may  not  include  in  it 
things  or  consequences  beyond  our  own 
intentions.  And  the  prohibitory  provisions 
should  be  such  as  are  most  analogous  to 
the  rest  of  our  Election  Laws  upon  corre- 
sponding cases. 

Of  course,  the  honourable  Member  who 
has  brought  in  the  present  Bill  will  not 
be  surprized  that  I  should  think  he  has 
fallen  short  of  the  true  point,  in  not  mak* 
ing  it  declaratory.  As  to  the  mam  part 
of  his  enactments,  he  will  also  be  prepared 
for  my  dissenting  from  the  use  of  such 
lax  and  wide  modes  of  expression  as  he 
has  employed  ;  a  defect  into  which  it  is 
no  peculiar  reproach  for  him.to  have  fallen, 
as  our  modem  forms  of  legisjation  have 
too  much  involved  all  our  provisions  in 
language  so  cumbroifs  that  it  is  generally 
difficult  to  discover  their  sense  and  sub- 
stance, through  the  multitude  of  words 
with  which  they  are  overcharged.  But 
beyond  this,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  me 
to  consent  to  that  part'  of  his  proposed 
enactment  which  makes  the  tenure  of 
Seats  in  this  House  dependent  upon  Judg- 
ments to  be  obtained  in  the  Courts  below, 
or  in  -any  way  puts  the  trial  of  our  own 
Rights  out  of  our  own  accustomed  juris- 
diction. 

With  regard  to  the  Oath  proposed  by 
the  hon.  gentleman,  it  is  such  in  its  pre- 
sent form  as  I  should  entirely  object  to.  I 
do  not  know  that  a  proper  Oath  for  a 
proper  purpose  is  in  itself  an  exception- 
able provision  by  law.  Nor  do  I  think 
that  for  solenmity  or  importance,  so  long 
as  any  Oaths  are  used  in  Election  Laws, 
that  any  occasion  for  it  could  be  more 
suitable ;  agreeing  as  1  do  very  much  with 
sir  William  Blackstone  in  opinion,  that 
the  Oath,  if  administered  to  the  elected, 
would  be  far  more  efiectual  than  when 
given  to  th^  elector.  -Nevertheless,  know- 
ing that  to  many  persons  any  form  of  Oath 
whatever  upon '  this  subject  would  be 
highly  obnoxious,  and  not  thinking  it  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  the  efficacy  of 
the  Bill,  1  should  not  be  dii<posed  to  insist 
upon  it. 

What  I  should  require  would  be,  that 
the  party  who  purchased  should  not  reap 
the  profit  of  his  bargain,  but  should  fail 
under  the  same  disability  as  that  enacted 
by  the  Act  of  Wm.  the  Third,  which  I 
think  would  be  improved  also,  if  it  ex- ' 
eluded  him  not  for  that  vacancy  alone,  but 
for  the  whole  Parliament.  The  party  who 
received  the  price  of  his  venality  should 
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also  of  course  forfeit  it,  with  any  further 
penalty  which  it  might  be  thought  rJgh^ 
to  superadd. 

And,  beyond  this,  1  would  tbiak  it  a 
proper  course  to  declare  it,  by  positive 
law>  what  is  implied  by  the  judgmfents 
which  I  have  already  cited — that  by  such 
traffic  each  party  becomes  guilty  of  a 
Misdemeanor. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  that  for  which  I 
am  most  anxious  is  the  establishment  of 
the  principle ;  being  firmly  {)ersuadeil  that 
honourable  minds,  which  may  have  hi- 
therto deviated  from  what  I  think  was  the 
straight  path  oftheir  duty, or  may  hare  been 
made  to  vacillate  by  the  practices  which 
they  saw  prevailing  aro\ind  them  with  im- 
punity— will  shrink  from  them  with  ab- 
horrence, when  they  find  them  condemned 
by  a  specific  law :  And  other  men,  if  ac* 
tuated  by  motives  less  honourable,  will  be 
restrained  by  fears  not  less  efficacious. 

I  shall  therefore  listen  with  satisfaction 
to  any  amendment  that  goes  this  length, 
accompanied  by  such  brief  and  distinct 
provisions  as  may  give  a  reasonable  secu- 
rity that  its  execution  will  be  accomplish- 
ed.— ^And  I  shall  be  (Contented  to  lay  aside 
lor  the  present  all  questions  of  doubtful 
policy  or  difficult  expresiiions ;  thinking 
it  better  to  reserve  them  for  future  expe- 
rience, and,  if  necessary,  for  future  legis- 
lation. 

I  would  presume  also  to  recommend 
this  course  to  the  House,  as  the  most  pru- 
dent and  most  likely  to  contribute  to  the 
lurther  progress  of  this  Bill,  and  its  ulti- 
mate passinar  into  a  law  ;  on  my  own  part 
most  cordially  and  earnestly  hoping  for 
its  success,  as  a  measure  which  has  now 
become  indispensable  to  the  honour  of  this 
Hous^  and  of  the  Country. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Erchequer  observed, 
that  the  alterations  which  he  had  been 
enabled  to  frame  would  go  a  great  way 
to  meet  the  ideas  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
who  had  just  sat  down  ;  and  he  concurred 
with  him,  that  it  would  be  equally  wise 
and  prudent  to  make  not  only  an  enacting 
but  a  declaratory  law.  He  also  concurred 
with  him,  that  the  person  guilty  of  this 
offence  ought  at  least  to  be  deprived  of 
bis  seat.  It  was  not  necessary,  he  thought, 
to  state  what  the  law  was  before.  He 
would  merely  say  on  that  head,  that  in  his 
opinion  the  law  was  so  doubtful,  that  in  a 
court  of  law,  if  the  point  came  forward  in 
a  civil  suit,  it  would  be  declared  to  be  un- 
lawful ;  bat  if  a  person  should  be  indicted 
for  a  misdemeanor,  the  law  was  not  so 


very  clear,  but  that  the  defendant  would 
in  all  probability  be  acquitted,  if  the 
otit^nce  could  be  described  in  such  a  way 
as  not  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  inno- 
cent, he  should  be  ready  to  concur  in  the 
principle  of  the  measure.  'But  at  the  same 
time,  the  enactments  ought  to  be  well 
guarded,  for  he  confessed  that  he  had  felt 
great  difficulty  lest  the  house  should  coa- 
troul  where  it  bad  no  sucli  intention ;  and 
he  thought  they  ought  rather  to  h\\  short 
in  the  first  instance,  than  go  too  far.  The 
object  was  to  come  at  the  case  where  there 
was  a  distinct  sale  of  the  seat  In  this 
case,  it  would  be  proper  to  reach  not  only 
the  individual  who  could  influence  the 
whole  of  the  voters,  but  also  the  person 
who  by  a  minor  interest  could  efibctuallr 
decide  the  election  between  two  candn 
dates.  It  would  be  still  farther  necessary 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  the 
person  who  received  money  for  his  in- 
fiuence,  whether  he  was  a  voter  or  not^  and 
to  render  a  contract  for  tlie  payment  of 
money  to  any  person  for  his  influence  a 
ground  for  vacating  a  seat.  He  perfectly 
concurred  in  the  opinion,  that  he  who  also 
received  the  money  ought  to  be  liable  to  a 
fbrfettore  of  the  whol#;  to  be  punished 
for  a  misdemeanor ;  and  he  would  further  v 
propose  a  penalty  of  500/.  to  the  informer. 
But  he  was  rather  disposed  te  stop  short  of 
what  had  been  suggested  by  his  right  hos. 
friend,  respecting  the  rendering  this  of- 
fence in  the  meniber  a  misdemeanor  in  a 
court  of  common  law  ;  for  if  such  an  o^ 
fence  was  tried  there,  and  a  verdict  of 
guilty  pronounced,  the  house  would  con- 
sider the  crime  as  proved,  and  proceed  to 
expel  the  member;  which  would  throw  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  a  seat  in  that 
house  upon  a  court  of  common  law.<-*-Tbe 
same  objection,  the  right  boa.  gent,  ad- 
mitted, applied  to  the  bribery  laws  at  the 
present  moment ;  but  it  had  so  occurred, 
that  since  the  pasting  of  the  act  of  the  2d 
of  George  11.  the  o&nce  ^bad  never  been 
brought  to  a  court  of  common  law,  till 
previously  exposed  by  a  petition  in  that 
house.  He  thought  also  that  certain  li- 
mits of  time  as  to  the  inability  of  the 
member  should  be  established,  and  that 
the  seat  should  be  merely  vacated  in  the 
first  instance.  He  was  not  surprixed  tbat, 
at  first,  it  should  be  intended  that  the  hill 
should  extend  to  the  promise  of  offices. 
But  the  more  he  considered  this  the  more 
it  appeared  utterly  uotafe  to  go  to  this  ex- 
tent. Offices  there  must  be :  the  business 
of  the  state  eoahi  not  go  oft  without  them. 
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Tbe  dixposAl  of  offices  inust  rest  some- 
where, and  here  that  power  was  yetted  in 
the  crown.  That  this  power  must  create 
isftuence  was  beyond  all  question;  and 
every  body  agreed  that  it  was  proper  that 
such  influence  should  exist  in  the  crown. 
The  only  objection  that  had  been  made 
was  to  tne  extent  of  it.  But  the  effect  of 
such  a  regulation  as  that  which  was  pro- 
posed with  respect  to  oAces,  would  be, 
that  none  would  either  ask  or  receive  an 
office  without  the  risk  of  a  conviction  for 
a'  misdemeanor,  however  innocent.  The 
only  evidence  which  a  jury  would  have  to 
decide  upon  would  he,  that  a  member  had 
procured  an  office  for  a  firiend  who  had 
▼oted  for  him  at  an  election ;  and  the  pro- 
bability in  many  such  cases  would  be  so 
great  and  the  difficulty  of  proving  the  ab- 
sence of  all  corrupt  motives  so  consider- 
able, that  the  most  innocint  men  could 
hardly  escape  conviction.  It  might  be 
said  out  of  doors,  that  he  urged  these  ar- 
guments for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
the  free  use  of  the  patronage  ot  his  office. 
But  he  should  not  do  justice  to  that  office, 
nor  to  the  house,  unless  he  stated  plainly 
his  views  on  the  subject,  to  whatever 
odium  it  might  expose  him.  If  he  were 
to  adopt  the  proposition,  he  would  expose 
the  consciences  of  all  who  were  to  succeed 
him  to  the  greatest  snare  that  could  pos- 
sibly ,be  imagined. — Another  object  was, 
to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  con- 
viction for  tne  lawful  expences  of  an  elec- 
tion, such  as  the  payment  of  agents,  &c. 
Such  expences  did  lawfully  occur  in  the 
election  fbr  the  largest  counties  particu- 
larly, and  he  instanced  the  last  election 
for  the  county  of  York. — ^With  regard  to 
%h^  Oath,  tlie  right  hon.  gent,  had  ob- 
served, that  the  difficulty  of  describing 
and  qualifying  the  acts  to  which  it  was  to 
refer  with'sumcient  precision,  rendered  it 
wholly  inadmissible.  Suppose  an  oath 
had  etisted  in  the  case  of  treatitig,  one 
Committee  might  decide  ttrat  a  certain 
act  came  under  the  provisions  of  the 
treating  law,,  while  another  decided  m  a 
manner  directly  the  reverse.  It  would 
be  impossible,  in  such  cases,  to  ascertain 
what  a  metnber  might  safely  swear,  and 
wfcat  not.  The  hon,  gent.  (Mr.  Curwen) 
proposed  to  bring  the  question  of  the 
seats  before  the  law  courts ;  and  even  with 
the  proviso  against  conviction  ibr  legal 
expences,  the  court  of  law  might  hold 
that  to  be  illegal  which  a  committee 
would  pronounce  to  be  legal.  It  was, 
therefore,  nnpomble  to  admit  of  the  oath. 


without  a  degree  of  precision  of  which  he 
did  not  at  present  conceive  the  case  to  be 
capable. — ^The  right  hon.  gent,  then  pro« 
posed  his  amendment,  that  the'  member 
guilty  of  purchasing  his  seat  for  money 
should  lose  it ;  that  the  person  receiving 
the  money  should  forfeit  the  whole,  be 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  500/.  and  to  convic- 
tion for  a  misdemeanor ;  with  the  proviso 
that  the  act  should  not  extend  to  the  sale 
of  estates  to  which  influence  vras  attached, 
not  to  legal  expences  at  elections.  This 
might  not  be  altogether  satisfactory  t» 
some  gentlemen,  but  it  was  as  much  as  the 
house  could  do,  with  safety,  in  the  first 
instance. 

Mr.  Cktnvm  congratulated  the  house 
upon  the  important  information  derived 
from  the  high  authority  (the  Speaker), 
with  whose  sentiments  they  had  been  fa- 
voured upon  this  subject.  With  respect 
to  the  measure  which  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  bring  forward,  as  it  was  pre- 
pared m  a  hurry,  he  was  willing  to  aumit 
the  probability  that  it  was  very  inadequate 
to  its  object.  He  should,  therefore,  be 
ready  to  pay  every  possible  attention  to 
any  amendment  that  might  be  suggested. 
No  difference  of  opinion,  he  perceived, 
appeared  to  exist  as  to  the  necessity  of  a 
provision  of  this  nature.  So  convinced, 
indeed,  was  he  of  that  necessity,  that  if 
asked  whether  he  would  rather  have  the 
regulations  proposed  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  than  nothing,  be  would 
promptly  say,  that  however  indficient  he 
considered  those  regulations,  they  shouM 
have  his  support.  At  the  same  time,  he 
could  not  help  observing,  that  he  must 
consider  any  arrangement  upon  this  bu* 
siness  unequal  to  answer  the  end  in  view, 
if  the  oath  were  omitted.  He  did  not 
mean  to  be  tenacious  of  the  particular 
form  of  oath  which  he  had  submitted,  but 
he  thought  that  such  an  oath  should  and 
could  be  framed,  as  would  serve  to  guafd 
against  the  evil  complained  of,  and  at  the 
same  time  be  free  from  the  objections 
urged  by  the  right  hon.  gent.  The  hon. 
gent,  concluded,  with  protesting  against 
the  idea  of  supporting  any  proposrtioii 
which  could  in  any  degree  tend,  as  seemed 
to  be  the  apprehension,  to  transfer  te  a 
court  of  law  that  jurisdiction  over  its  own 
members,  which  ought  alone  to  belong  to 
that  bouse. 

Mr.  l\>ns&ni^  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
eflfcct  of  the  Chancelfor  of  the  Excheqaer's 
proposed  succedaneum  for  his  hon.  firiend's 
bill,  wouM  be  to  vest  the  patronage  of  the 
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boroughs  almost  entirely  in  the  minister  of 
the  day,  and  therefore  he  should  oppose  it. 
The  right  hon.  gent/s  conception  of  the 
oath  proposed  by  the  biil>  appeared  to  him 
very  extraordinary  indeed.  If  the  crime 
to  which  the  law  was  meant  to  apply  was 
intelliflrible,  and  nothing  seemed  more  ex- 
plicitf^e  could  not  see  the  difficulty  of  un- 
derstanding the  oath^  or  that  any  conscien- 
tious roan  could  hesitate  to  take  it.  No 
man  of  common  sense,  indeed,  could  have 
any  apology  for  hesitation  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 'He  thought,  however,  that  in  order 
that  the  question  should  be  fully  consi- 
dered, the  bill  should  be  re*committed, 
and  that  the  regulations  proposed  by  the 
rjght  hon.  gent,  should  stand  beside  the 
provisions  of  that  bill,  and  be  fairly  com- 
pared with  them.  It  was  due  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  house,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
public,  particularly  after  recent  transac- 
tion««,  that  this  business  should  be  tho- 
roughly investigated.  The  evil  to  which 
the  bill  referred  was  long  known  to  pre- 
vail, and  after  that  confession  by  the 
bouse,  what  was  the  country  to  think  if  it 
should  go  forth  that  no  adequate  remedy 
could  be  provided?  After  the  confession 
was  made,  the  house  was  bound  to  contrive 
some  remedy.  For  could  any  thing  more 
extraordinary  be  imagined,  than  that  the 
solemn  trust  of  legislation  should  be  bought 
for  money ;  that  it  should  become  a  matter 
of  bargain  and  sale,  and  that  such  a  thing 
should  be  publicly  declared  to  a  free  coun- 
try, accompanied  by  an  admission  that  the 
evil  was  incurable?  This,  however,  he 
would  not  believe.  What !  the  sale  of 
seats  in  that  house  should  be  notorious, 
and  that  the  scandalous  interposition  of  the 
Treasury  to  purchase  such  seats  should  be 
equally  notorious,  and  yet  that  no  remedy 
was  to  be  provided?  It  was  Impossible 
that  the  public  could  think  the  house  sin- 
cere if  it  did  not  frame  a  measure  calcu- 
lated to  put  an  end  to  those  practices,  not 
only  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury,  but  of  in- 
dividuals also,  and  that  all  members  should^ 
be  bound  to  swear  at  the  table,  that  they 
did  not  owe  their  election  to  such  practice ; 
subjecting  to  the  most  ignoaunious  penalty 
any  man  who  violated  that  most  sacred 
obligation. 

^ir  John  Anstnuhfr  congratulated  the 
bouse  on  the  advance  they  had  made  in 
this  necessary  measure,  and  the  excellent 
efiects  likely  to  easue  from  the  clear  mode 
in  wh^ch  the  law  had  this  night  been 
laid  down  from  high  authority  (the  Speak- 
er)v     He  expressed  a  strong  wish  that  the 


right  hon.  gent.  had. also  given  them  the 
advantage  of  his  ideas  on  the  manner  of 
carrying  the,  law  into  eifect  by  this  bill ; 
particularly  with  respect  to  the  Oath.  He 
could  see  no  difficulty  in  applying  the  Bill 
to  the  exclusion  of  patronage  as  well  as  of 
money,  and  had  no  objection  to  the  clause 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with 
the  addition  of  the  words  *'  office,  place,  er 
employment,''  as  subjecting  to  the  penalty. 
-  Mr.  Tiemey  considereil  this  hill  as  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  establbh  the  purity 
of  election.  But  if  no  adequate  provision 
could  be  made  to  guard  against  toe  nndue 
influence  of  the  Treasury  at  electioas,  the 
bill  must  be  nugatory.  The  framing  of 
such  a  provision  he,  however,  did  not  think ^ 
at  all  impossible.  It  did,  indeed,  app«ar  a 
monstrous  proposition,  that  the  grant  of 
any  place  or  patronage  for  the  purpose  of 
improper  influence  at  an  election,  could 
not  possibly  be  provided  against.  If  any 
such  proposition  could  be  bottomed  upon 
sound  sense,  he  would  immediately  call 
upon  his  hon.  friend  to  abandon  bis  bill. 
As  to  an  action  against  any  member  who 
should  violate  the  obligation  proposed  by 
the  bill,  he  would  ask,  how  could  it  he- 
supposed  less  practicable  to  maintain  such 
an  action  for  any  penalty  than  that  already 
prescribed  by  law,  against,  for  instance, 
any  contractor  who  should  become  a  mem- 
ber of  that  house  ?  With  regard  to  the 
oath,  he  thought  it  essential  to  the  object 
of  the  bill;  and  he  was  also  of  opinion, 
that  a  clause  should  be  introduced,  subject- 
ing to  heavy  penalties  those  who  should 
dispose  of  patronage  in  any  manner  to  con- 
travene the  spirit  of  such  a  measure.  Bat 
his  impression  of  the  importance  of  the 
oath,  as  applying  to  such  dark  transactions, 
was  such,  that  he  would  rather  adopt  the 
oath  alone,  than  take  all  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  clauses  without  the  oath. 

Mr.  Rose  had  no  objection  to  any  penalty 
or  imprisonment  that  might  be  proposed, 
to  provide  against  the  evil  to  which  the 
bill  referred,  but  he  must  deprecate  the 
oath,  because  he  thought  that  conscienti- 
ous men  might  feel  it  difficult  to  take  an 
oath  which  was  merely  a  construction  of 
law.  If  corrupt  practices  could  be  dis- 
tinctly defined,  this  objection  would  not 
apply.  But  really,  as  the  matter  stood, 
he  did  not  see  that  the  oath  could  in  all 
cases  bei  safely  taken  by  those  even  who 
meant  not  to  oflend. 

Mr.  C,  W,  Wynn  argued  ably  in  favour 
of  the  bill,  which,  however,  he  conceived 
would  be  not  only  nugatory,  but  oui- 
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chieYous,  if  it  was  not  framed  so  as  to 
apply  to  tlie  patronage  of  office,  as  well  as 
to  the  grant  of  money.  After  the  incon- 
trovertible evidence  which  had  recently 
appeared,  with  regard  to  a  traffic  in  patron- 
age for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  seat  in 
that  house,  the  people  must  consider  any 
measure  of  this  nature  as  a  mere  mockery, 
if  it  did  not  provide  against  the  recurrence 
of  such  scandalous  practices.  As  to  the 
objections  oifered  against  the  adoption  of 
the  oath,  he  confessed  that  he  could  not 
feel  their  weight.  He  could  not  conceive 
any  reason  why  men  should  not  bt  pre- 
vented from  giving  as  well  as  from  receiv- 
ing, bribes  at  an  election.  Indeed,  he  was 
convinced  that  such  prevention  ought  to 
exist ;  the  more  particularly  when  he  re- 
flected upon  the  disgraceful  advantage 
w^hich  had  been  taken  pf  the  law  as  it 
stood.  He  had,  in  fact,  seen  members  of 
that  house  come  forward  in  a  court  of  law 
to  prosecute  under  the  bribery  act,  the 
▼ery  men  who  had  accepted  bribes  from 
them ;  thus  acting  the  part  of  informers, 
in  order,  as  they  avowed,  to  save  them- 
selves. What  an  exhibition  for  an  intelli- 
gent and  honest  public  to  contemplate  } 
But  be  hoped  that  this  measure  would  be 
so  contrived  as  to  guard  against  the  re- 
curranco  of  such  scenes. 

Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  from  all  the  ar- 
guments he  had  heard,  considered  it  as 
very  difficult  to  frame  an  Oath  which 
would  not  imply  an  opinion  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  law.  He  was  therefore 
adverse  to  it,  as  tending  only  to  exclude 
conscientious  men  from  the  house,  in  order 
to  make  room 'for  the  perjured,  worthless, 
and  abandoned.  Dispensing  with  the 
oath,  he  would  be  happy  to  give  his 
assent  to  any  proposition  that  would  rescue 
the  house  from  the  aspersions  of  corrup- 
tion thrown  upon  it ;  but  if  the  question 
of  the  oath  was  annexed  to  this  bill  it 
would  compel  him  to  vote  against  it. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker,  thanked 
the  committee  for  the  flattering  attention 
and  deference  that  had  been  paid  to  his 
jentiments,  and  had  now  only  to  oflfer  his 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  new  clause 
which  had  not  been  introduced  when  he 
Hit  addressed  them.  He  had  no  besita- 
tfOQ  in  stating  it  distinctly  as  his  opinion, 
that  unless  the  Bill  applied  to  .the  grant 
of  offices  in  return  for  seats  in  parliament 
it  would  be  mainly  deficient.  It  appeared 
that  under  the  titte  of"  gift  or  reward," 
that  application  was  included,  and  as  the 
,bii]  already  coVerfsd  thft  {:a«e.  it  would  be 
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much  better  to  have  the  enactment  dis- 
tinctly made.  The  course  the  committee 
would  now  have  to  pursue  would  be,  to 
receive  the  amendments  proposed,  and 
have  them  printed.  It*  would  then  be 
a  proper  motion  to  decide  that  the  bil) 
with  th«  amendments  be  recommitted. 

The  Chancellor  qfthc  Exchequer  admitted 
the  strength  of  the,  observations  of  his  hon, 
""friend,  who  bad  just  sat  down  ;  but  said 
at  the  same  time,  that  the  oatli  was  so  ge» 
nerally  worded  as  to  call  for  amendment. 
The  oath  by  which  any  man  was  to  bf 
bound  coula  not  be  worded  in  too  special 
pleading  a  manner.  This  might  seem  an 
odd  phrase,  but  his  meaning  was,  that  a 
man  should  thoroughly  understand  thsit  to 
which  he  was  to  swear.  He  reminded 
gentlemen  of  that  interchange  of  kindness 
that  so  generally  took  place  between  th« 
electors  and  the  elected,  and  which  yet 
might,  however  honestly  accepted  and 
proiiered,  give  rise  to  serious  scruples  In 
the  breast  of  a  man  of  honour  in  taking^ 
that  oath. 

Mr.  Pcnsonby  submitted  to  the  commit* 
tee,  that  all  those  members  who  had 
amendments  to  propose  should  propose 
them,  in  order  that  they  might  be  printed 
together  with  the  bill,  so  as  that  the  hous» 
would  be  better  able  to  decide  upon  th^ 
respective  merits  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  C,  H.  Hutchinson  said,  that  he 
could  not  avoid  taking  that  opportunity 
of  expressing  his  personal  acknowledge^* 
ments  to  the  right  hon.  the  Speaker,  for 
the  manly,  dignified,  and  constitutior^al 
part  he  bad  that  night  taken  in  the  dis* 
cussion  upon  the  bill  then  before  thern^ 
Anxious  as  he  was  that  the  house  should 
stand  well  with  the  country,  he  must  bd 
glad  to  witness  such  conduct  in  any  mem- 
ber, but  peculiarly  happy  was  he  to  set 
such  conduct  sanctioned  by  all  that  graye 
authority,  that  must  have  the  efiect  of 
making  it  exemplary.  He  would  return 
to  his  home  from  the  house  that  night, 
with  a  prouder  sense  of  his  situation  as  a 
member  of  that  bouse,  than  be  had  rea*- 
son  to  indulge  in  for  many  nights  back. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
objections  to  the  oath  seemed  to  be  founded 
upon  the  supposition  that  the  same  prac- 
tices which  now  existed  \vould  still  con* 
tinue  to  exist ;  but  he  rather  thought  that, 
should  this  bill  take  effect,  its  operation 
would  be  so  salutary  •  as  to  counteract 
those  practices  which  it  was  thought  would 
run  counter  to  the  oath. 

Afler  a  short  conversation  b«twsen  th# 
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Speaker,  Mr.  Tiertiey,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Curwen,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  Bill  should,  in  the  first 
Instance,  be  printed,  together  with  the 
Amendments,  for  the  perusal  of  the  mem- 
bers.— The  house  having  then  resumed, 
the  report  was  brought  up,  and  the  further 
consideration  was  ordered  to  be  gone  into 
on  Tuesday  next. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 


Friday,  June  2. 

[Cruelty  to  Animals'  Bill.] — ^The 
house  having  gone  into  a  Committee  on 
this  Bill, 

Lord  Erskme  said,  he  trusted  he  bad 
Hotv  made  those  amendments  to  the  bill, 
which  would  render  it  less  objectionable 
in  the  opinion  of  those  noble  lords,  who 
on  a  former  day,  had  expressed  their  sen- 
timents upon  this  intended  measure.  The 
preamble,  *'  Whereas,  it  has  pleased  Al- 
mighty God,"  &c.,  he  wished  to  continue 
in  those  words,  which  had  presented  theni- 
telves  to  his  mind  as  the  most  appropriate 
to  express  its  introduction.  An  imperfect 
obligation  of  duty  was  thereby  enjoined* 
which,  as  he  bad  before  observed,  coming 
sanctioned'  by  the  authority  of  their 
lordships,  would  not  fail  to  have  its  due 
weight  upon  the  people  of  this  country. 
*'  No  roan,"  said  his  lordship, "  more  than 
myself  can  pay  reverence  to  the  name  of 
God,  nor  is  it  used  with  any  impropriety 
on  this  great  and  important  occasion. 
The  wprds  which  defined  the  acts  of 
cruelty,  he  had  so  altered,  as^  in. his  mind 
they  would  meet  with  the  approbation 
of  those  who  very  pinidently  were  anxious 
that  great  caution  should  guard  the  opera- 
tion of  this  act.  In  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  was  now  confined  to  beasts  of  draught 
«nd  burden,  he  bad  altered  the  words  to 
*'  wound,  cut,  maim,  and  with  wanton 
and  malicious  cruelty,  should  beat  or 
abuse  ;''  and  he  trusted  the  house  would 
feel  the  propriety  of  inserting  the  word 
"  abuse/^  coupled  with  the  words  prc- 
,  ceeding  ;  because,  upon  reflection,  se- 
veral acts  of  cruelty,  requiring  the  in- 
terposition of  such  a  statute,  would  not 
easily  be  comprehended  under  any  other 
term.  "  I,  one  day,"  continued  lord 
Erskine,  "  in  going  along  Coventry-street, 
was  struck  with  horror  and  disgust  at  the 
shocking  scene  of  cruelty  which  prc^ 
sented  itself  to  my  observation.  There 
was  a  cart,  loaded  wjth  greens  to  a  most 
iiDmercifiil  extent,  drawn  by  oae  horse. 


The  poor  animal  was  in  a«ch  ii  state  tbti 
its  skin  alone  covered  its  bones  ;  and, 
what  was  more  shocking  upon  nearer  ob- 
servation 1  perceived  there  was  no  cart- 
saddle  to  prevent  the  chain  firom  cuttisg 
through  the  skin  of  the  animal's  back^ 
and,  upon  still  nearer  inspection,  I  saw 
the  blood  and  matter  descending  its  side. 
Besides  this,  the  fetlock-joint  was  dislo- 
cated, the  skin  broken,  and,  upon  everjr 
exertion  of  this  wretched  creauire,  tm 
bone  was  visible  to  the  eye.  My  attea- 
tion  being  peculiarly  extended  to  tbe  un- 
happy ol^t's  sufferings,  I  accosted  tbe 
man  who  was  driving  the  cart,  upon  hn 
coming  up  to  the  place,  and  remonstrated 
with  him  about  the  misery  of  the  horse's 
situation.  I  was  answered  with  notlrimr 
but  abuse  ;  which  generally  is  the  fate  ^ 
those  who  interpose  their  humanity  on  sock 
an  occasion.  The  man  inquired  if  I  wwMl 
give  him  another?  I  oBered  him  a  gui- 
nea, provided  he  would  part  with  iht 
horse.  "  Why,"  says  the  than,  "  a  gm* 
nea,  S?r!  I  can  work  this  horse  three 
weeks  kmger,  and  af^er  that  I  can  sell  him 
to  the  slaughter-house,  and  thereby  make 
four  or  five  pounds."  I  wish  that  your 
lordships  would  attribute  to  my  conduct 
no  more  than  the  discharge  of  my  doty; 
the  Act  I  performed,  was,  to  my  mind,  ttii* 
avoidable  ;  I  followed  the  man  and  pur- 
chased the  beast !  But  this  mode  of  re- 
lief cannot  always  be  applied  to  thesufv 
ferings  of  animals,  which  meet  our  eye 
almost  every  day,  and  in  almost  every 
street  of  this  metroplis.  It  is  also  in  cases 
like  that  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  word* 
"abuse"  will  most  aptly  appiv;  and, 
when  preceded  by  the  other  words  I  have 
adverted  to,  there  can  be  no  danger  of  the 
operation.  Sorry  should  I  be  if  any  in- 
jury could  possibly  aris^  from  this  penal 
statute,  and  it  is  my  anxious  wish  that 
every  precaution  shouM  be  adopted  which 
may  prevent  any  hazard  of  the  liberty  of 
the  subject." — His  lordship  then  stitiled, 
that  there  was  another  clause  tfy  itself 
and  by  way  of  amendment,  which  he  had 
framed  for  the  better  prevention  of  croeK 
ty  to  other  cattle,  while  proceeding  to  a 
fair  or  market,  by  means  of  cutting,  maim- 
ing, and  houghing.  The  house  woold  be 
astonished  ifthey  knew  all  the  cases  which 
had  been  described  to  tilm  by  leKet^ 
from  magistrates,  who  particularly  desired 
clauses  to  be  inserted  for  the  prevention  of 
each  particular  case.  H^  then  db^rved, 
*♦  During ithe  thirty  years  of  my  parlia- 
mentary life,  I  never  introduced  any  aU 
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teratioQ  ia  the  law,  or  any  new  act  of  par- 
liatoent  I  possess  no  ostentation  in  coup- 
ling a  statute  with  my  own  name  ;  and» 
oa  ihe  piesent  occasion,  your  lordships 
will,  1  Irust,  give  me  credit  for  laeing 
actuated  by  tbe  purest  of  motives  (Hear  ! 
hear  I).  1  have  no  desire  that  the  measure 
in  contemplation  should  be  considered  as 
origftating  from  myself.  I  would  rather 
tbe  people  of  this  country  should  con- 
sider it  as  proceeding  from  the  unanimous 
concurrence  of  your  lordships,  whose  au- 
thority will  give  due  weight  to  its  opera- 
tion. On  this  account,  I  feel  desirous,  so 
to  alter  and  amend  the  bill,  tliat  it  may 
meet  tbe  unanimous  approbation  of  this 
houie,  and  be  less  likely  to  incur  any  ob- 
jection in  another  place.  After  all,  if  this 
legislative  measure  should  be  attended 
iwitb  any  ii\jurious  couse<)uences,  now  un- 
/ertseen,  1  pledge  my  honour,  that  I  will 
be  one  of  the  first  to  propose  such  alter.i- 
tions  as  shall  prevent  their  recurrence. — 
There  ia  one  point  more  to  which  1  beg 
your  lordships'  attention ;  although  my 
lords,  I  have  seen  with  regret  the  growing 
evil  of  cruelty  to  animals  in  this  land,  and 
have  thought  it  expedient  to  introduce  the 
bill  before  you;  yet,  my  lords,  in  this 
land,  in  which  our  lots  are  cast  to  live, 
there  is  more  honour,  there  is  more  huma- 
nity,  there  is  a  stronger  sense  of  moral 
duty,  than  in  any  other  country  on  the  face 
of  the  globe.  1  am  proud  to  say  so,  and 
that  1  live  in  such  a  country.  And  1  re- 
joice I  can  say,  still  more,  there  never 
were  times  when  more  goodness  of 
the  people  existed,  than  in  the  present. 
There  never  was  more  purity  in  the  mind 
of  man,  than  in  this,  country,  and  in  these 
times.  I  do  not  mean  in  a  certain  month 
or  year;  but  there  is  a  progression  of 
good,  qualities,  up  to  the  times  m  which 
we  live,  and  which  have  emanated  from 
religious  institutions,  founded  upon  the  en- 
lightened system  of  Christianity ;  the 
beneficence  and  mildness  of  which  1  have 
always  admired ;  and,  consistently  with 
the  principles  of  which,  I  ha?e  framed 
this  bill. 

Earl  Damiey  said  a  few  words,  ex- 
preasing  his  most  cordial  support  of  the 
bill,  and  that  he  had  on  a  former  day  only 
wished  due  caution  might  be  used  in 
framing  it^so  that  it  should  not -be  injurious 
in  ita  operation. 

llie  Bill,  as  amended,  passed  tbroudi 
the  committee*  and  was  ordered  to  oe 
printed  with  the  amendments. 

[UCSNCU     UNDER      TU^      ToLfiRATlOV 


Act.]  Lord  Viscount  SUdmauth  rose  to  move 
for  an  Account  of  the  Number  of  Licences 
issued  within  a  certain  period,  under  the 
act  of  1  W.  &  M.  c.  18.  commonly  called 
tbe  Toleration  Act,  and  of  the  19  G.  3.  c. 
44,  entitled,  "  An  Act  for  the  further  reliei 
of  Protestant  Dissenting  Ministers  and 
Schoolmasters.*'  It  appeared,  he  said,  to 
be  highly  desirable  and  important,  that 
the  information  which  it  was  the  object  of 
his  motion  to  procure,  should  be  possessed 
by  parliament  and  the  public.  He  had 
no  reason  to  doubt,  that  a  large  majority 
of  those,  who  had  obtained  licences  under 
these  Acts,  had  applied  for  them  from  mo- 
tives the  most  strictly  Conscientious :  as 
little  could  he  doubt,  that  the  wise  and  li« 
beral  policy,  by  which  these  cCcts  were 
dictated,  had,  in  numerous  instances,  been 
grossly  abused.  That  such  was  the  fact  was 
well  known  to  magistrates,  who  were  ia 
the  habit  of  attending  quarter  sessions  of 
the  peace  in  the  several  counties  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales. — Under  these  acts,  it  was 
competent  to  any  person  calling  himself 
a  protestant  dissenter,  of  whatever  age,  or 
condition,  however  ignorant,  however  ex- 
ceptionable in  conduct,  and  character,  by 
taking  the  oaths,  and  making  the  declara- 
tions thereby  required,  to  qualify  himself, 
as  it  was  termed,  to  present  any  doctrines 
he  pleased,  and  thus  to  obtain  an  exemp- 
tion from  all  parochial  offices,  and  from 
serving  on  juries,  or  in  the  militia.  Thus 
was  a  strong  incentive  aiibrded  to  schism, 
and  in  proportion  to  its  success,  an  in- 
creased buthen  thrown  upon  the  members 
of  the  established  church.  He  desired, 
however,  to  be  understood  as  applying 
his  complaint  on  this  point  solely  to  immu- 
nities claimant  by  self-appointed  preachers 
and  teachers,  not  attached  to  any  dissent- 
ing congregations;  or  by  those  who, 
being  in  the  ministry,  were  also  engaged 
in  secular  occupations  and  callings.  Per- 
sons duly  appointed  and  devoting  them- 
selves to  the  performance  of  their  spiritual 
duties,  ought  in  his  opinion,  to  enjoy  the 
same  immunities  as  those  who  had  receive4 
episcopal  ordination. — As  to  the  descrip- 
tion of  persons,  to  whom  licences  ought  to 
be  granted  (for  they  were  now  claimable  as 
of  right,)  it  was  a  point  of  extreme  deli- 
cacy, and  importance,  concerning  which 
he  should  be  averse  to  any  regulations, 
but  such  as  all  sober  minded,  and  rational 
dissenters  must  approve.  He  could  not 
however,  but  presume  that  every  indivi- 
dual  of  that  description  must  be  desirous 
that  the  doctrinAS,  which    he    believed 
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should  not  ht  publicly  preached  by  per- 
sons wholly  destitute  of  ordinary  attain- 
ments ;  by  persons  not  arrived  at  that  pe- 
riod of  life,  previous  ^to  which  Deacon's 
orders  could  not  be  conferred,  or  of  whose 
moral  characters  and  conduct  satisfactory 
attestations  had  not  been  adduced.  It  was 
also  highly  desircable,  (and  surely  it  would 
not  be  deemed  unreasonable,  or  improper 
to  require,)  that  persons  claiming  Licences 
to  preach  should  state,  if  not  the  grounds 
of  their  dissent,  the  denomination,  at 
least,  of  Dissenters  to  which  they  professed 
to  belong;  that  they  should  be  recom- 
mended by  the  religious  society  of  which 
they  were  members ;  that  they  should  be 
attached  to  a  known  and  distinct  place  of 
public  worship  ;  and  that  they  should  not 
be  at  liberty  to  officiate  habitually  else- 
where without  afresh  Licence. — Whether 
these  or  any  other  regulations  should  be 
adopted,  it  would  be  for  the  wisdom  of 
thfeir  lordships,  and  of  the  other  house  of 
parliament,  to  determine  :  but  it  appeared 
to  be  due  to  that  profession  -of  faith,  con- 
cerning the  fundamental  doctrines  of  which 
we  were  all  agreed,  that  no  subordmate 
differences  of  opinion  should  allow  us  to 
be  regardless  of  the  qualifications  and 
characters  of  those  by  whom  religious 
instruction  was  to  be  conveyed.  With 
respect  to  the  tenets  of  the  various  sects  of 
Dissenters,  we  had,  indeed,  iio  right  to 
interfere;  but  to  endeavour  that,  be  they 
what  thcy^  niay^  they  should  not  be 
preached  and  taus^ht  by  the  grossly  igno- 
rant and  the  profligate,  was  surely  no  in- 
fringement on  the  sound  principles  of  an 
enlightened  toleration.  That  the  number 
of  persons  who  frequent  meeting  houses, 
and  conventicles  had,  within  the  last  few 
years,  considerably  increased,  could  not 
be  denied  :  but  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  number  of  dissenters  had  increased 
in  the  same  proportion.  He  believed  the 
fact  to  he,  that  the  awful  occurrences 
of  the  last  twenty  -years  had  created  a 
more  general  sense  of  the  truths,  and  im- 
portance of  religion  than  was  previously 
entertained  ;  and  that  whilst  these  impres- 
sions were  spreading,  and  the  population 
of  the  country  rapidly  increasing,  the 
number  of  places  of  worship  under  the 
established  church,  of  clergymen  engaged 
in  the  performance  of  parochial  duties,  re- 
mained nearly  the  same.  Many  persons 
were  therefore  induced  to  prefer, an  at- 
tendance in  conventicles,  and  meeting 
houses,  to  a  neglect  of  public  worship  aU 
logethcr.    By  an  Address  to  bis  majesty 


with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  small 
Benefices,  to  which  their  lordship's  bad 
unanimously  agreed  on  the  preceeding 
day,  a  step  had  been  taken,  which  amongsl 
its  other  advantages  tended  to  obviate  one 
of  the  causes  of  apparent  separation  from 
the  church  ;  inasmuch  as  the'inducement 
to  unite  many  small  livings  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  a  decent  subsistence,  _ 
would  be  weakened,  as  the  actual  value  of 
each  was  materially  improved  ;  and  thus 
whilst  the  number  of  pluralists  Was  dimi- 
nished, that  of  the  resident  efficient  clergy 
would  be  increased.  But  the  great  and 
most  efiectual  check  to  the  progress  of 
Schism,  as  proceeding  from  the  causes  to 
which  he  had  advertt  d,  must  be  derived 
from  an  augmentatioa  of  the  number  of 
churches  properly  endowed,  to  which  all 
persons  should  have  access.  Proprietary 
chapels  would  in  no  degree  answer  the 
purpose,  unless  it  were  enacted,  as  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be,  by  the  authority  of 
parliament,  that  for  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  Area  of  places  of  public  worship  to 
be  consecrated  in  future,  no  pew  rent 
should  be  taken.  He  was  however  of  opi- 
nion that  the  charge  of  providing  addi* 
tional  placesof  worship,  where  an  increas- 
ed population  appeared  to  require  them, 
ought  in  part  to  be  defrayed  by  local  con- 
tributions, and  not  be  thrown  exclusively 
on  the  public.  To  these  objects,  he  trust- 
ed that  the  attention  of  government,  and 
of  parliament  would  be  speedily  and  earn- 
estly directed :  it  was  a  duty  of  primary, 
indispensable,  and  urgent  importance; 
the  performance  of  which  could  not  but 
be  intimately  connected  with  our  welfare, 
and  even  with  the  stability  of  our  exist- 
ence as  a  nation  ;  for  whatever  might  be. 
our  apparent  prosperity,  however  exten- 
sive, lofty,  and  splendid  the  edifice  of  our 
power,  it  would  be  insecure,  and  transito- 
ry, unless  founded  on  the  basis  of  an  esta- 
blished religion,  firmly  and  zealously 
upheld  and  protected  by  the  suprejne  au- 
thority of  the  slate.  Whether,  if  his  mo- 
tion should  be  agreed  to,  he  should  submit 
any  measure  to  their  lordships  in  the  en- 
suing session,  was  matter  of  future  conside- 
ration. It  would  be  far  more  satisfactory 
to  him  to  see  this  subject  in  other,  and 
abler  hands.  He  had  however  discharged 
what  he  thought  a  duty  in  endeavouring 
to  draw  their  attention  to  it,  and  from 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  pleas- 
ed to  receive  what  he  had  said,  he  was 
willing  to  hope  that  in  that  respect  he  had 
not  been  disappointed.^^His  lordship  then 
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moved,  **  Tbat,  there  be  laid  before  this 
bouse  an  account  of  the  number  of  Li- 
cences issued  in  each  year  at  the  general 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  in  the  several 
counties  of  England  and  Wales,  and  at  the 
Registry  in  each  diocese,  from  the"  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1780  to  the  end  of 
the  year  1808  under  the  Act  I  W.  and 
M.  commonly  called  the  Toleration  Act, 
and  the  19  G.  3.  c.  44,  entitled  an  Act  (or 
the  further  Relief  of  Protestant  Dissenting 
l^inisters,  and  Schoolmasters.'' 

Lord  Horrowby  thought  that  it  was  not 
by  any  restrictive  measure  that  any  great 
and  desirable  object  could  be  accomplish- 
ed. He  particularly  recommended  to 
their  lordships'  consideration  the  small 
number  of  churches  of  the  established 
worship  compared  to  what  was  required. 
The  people  were  desirous  of  procuring  re- 
ligious instruction;  and  if  they  could  not 
find  it  in  the  establishment>  they  were 
obliged  to  seek  it  elsewhere,  in  very  many 
cases,  while  they  would  more  readily  re- 
ceive it  from  thechurch  of  England.  With 
this  fact  he  was  certain  many  of  their  lord- 
ships must  be  well  acquainted.  Give  the 
church  its  fair  and  just  opportunities,  and 
he  had  not  the  slightest  reason  to  imagine 
any  danger  to  the  establishment.  The 
general  superiority  of  education,  the  justly 
acquired  influence,  and  the  moral  habits 
of  the  established  clergy  would,  he  was 
convinced,  in  that  case,  ensure  those  moral 
and  religious  advantages,  that  were  so 
much  desired  by  all  who  had  at  heart  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  the  community 
at  large.  His  lordship  would  propose  an 
Amendment  which  would  shew  the  pro- 
gressive increase  of  Dif>senters,  or  f>ersons 
preach  ng  and  teaching,  not  being  of  the 
established  church,  more  fully  by  going 
back  towards  the  commencement  of  his 
majesty's  reign.  He  therefore  moved  the 
yeail)  returns  should  commence  from  the 
year  1760  instead  of  J780. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  said,  that 
tbe  fact  of  the  great  increase  of  sectaries 
and  dissenters  trom  the  established  church 
of  England,  was  one  which  was  so  clear 
th»t  no  man  could  doubt  it.  His  grace  sup- 
ported the  motion  and  the  amendment,  and 
expressed  his  approbation  of  the  measure 
proposed  on  the  evening  preceding.  The 
fact  was,  that  our  population  had,  pact  it  u> 
larly  in  some  large  towns,  far  exceeded  the 
machinery  by  wnich  the  beneficial  etlects 
of  our  church  establishment  could  be  uni- 
versally communicated.  He  did  not  wish 
to  interfere  in  the  smallest  desprM  with  tbe 


wise  and  just  system  of  toleration,  and 
though  he  lamented  the  present  deficiency 
of  means  on  the  part  of  the  establishment, 
he  was  not  friendly  to  measures  of  restric- 
tion ;  so  far  trom  that,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  he  should  be  sorry  to  see 
any  such  measuies  resorted  to.  But  he 
trusted  their  lordships  would  consider  the 
real  state  and  number  qf  the  _ parochial 
.places  of  worship  in  the  country  under  the 
establishment.  His  grace  begged,  how- 
ever, to  state,  that  with  respect  to  the 
Licences  alluded  to,  the  bishops  had  no 
power  whatever. 

Earl  6>o«7e?ior  concurred  in  roost  of  what 
had  fallen  from  the  preceding  speakers. 
His  lordship  thought  the  matter  of  the 
highest  consequence.  He  held  in  his  hand 
a  printed  letter  to  the  late  archbishop  ot 
Canterbury,  calling  upon  his  grace's  in- 
terference ;  and  stating,  out  of  not  a  large 
number  of  persons  receiving  Licences,  that 
seven  or  eight  of  them  spelt  the  word 
''  Gospel"  difierently ;  and  as  many  others 
made  their  mark,  instead  of  signing  their 
riames,  on  paying  their  shilling  for  a  li- 
cence under  the  Toleration  Act. 

The  Lord  Chmicelior  expTesse{\  his  desire 
to  see  every  thing  done  that  could  be  done 
in  favour  of  the  established  church,  and 
hoped  that  something  might  be  done  to 
prevent  those  abuses  that  were  practised 
on  the  Toleration  Act,  by  which  men  who 
never  intended  to  preach  or  teach  took^ 
advantage  of  that  liberal  enactment,  to 
avoid  that  civil  or  military  service  which 
no  conscientious  or  religious  person  would 
take  such  means  to  avoid. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried^ 
nem  disi 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 

Fiiday,  June  2. 

[Judges'  Salaries  Bill.]  The  report 
was  brought  up.  fi*om  the  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  consideration  of  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  Salaries  of 
the  Judges,  and  the  resolutions  agreed  to. 

Mr.  iVkithiead  said  it  was  not  his^wish 
to  oppose  the  increase  of  salary  intended 
to  the  judges ;  but  he  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  in  the  progress  of  the  bill,  take  the 
liberty  of  suggesting  to  the  house  some 
propositions  on  the  subject,  and  particu- 
larly for  preventing  the  sale  of  the  office 
of  clerk  of  assize,  and  also  for  preventing 
the  Welsh  Judges  front  holding  other  places 
of  profit  under  the  crown,  and  from  oc- 
cupying seats  in  parliament,  both  ef  wbick 
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he  eoimdered  as  incompatible  with  the  ia- 
dependent  and  impartial  adttinistratioa  of 
jiistice>  as  well  as  with  the  principle  upon 
wbicb  the  judges  of  England  held  their 
ap^ntinents.  There  was  another  point 
to  which  also  he  should  take  occasion  to 
advert ;  namely,  the  great  grievance  under 
which  the  remote  parts  oi  the  kingdom, 
and  particularly  the  county  of  York,  la- 
boured under  from  the  delay  of  justice,  as. 
'  being  only  visited  by  the  judges  of  assize 
•nee  in  a  year,  and  that  only  lor  a  week ; 
a  circiunstance  extremely  oppressive,  not 
only  to  suitors  in  that  great  county,  but  to 
*  all  persons  there  awaiting  the  bourse  of 
'  justice^  civil  or  criminal. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
the  judges,  on  going  a  circuit,  certainly 
allotted  by  anticipation  the  time  they 
should  remain  at  the  different  towns  on 
their  respective  circuits,  according  to  their 
calculation  of  the  time  the  business  to  be 
done  at  each  would  probably  occupy; 
sometimes  certainly  the  business  occupied 
more  time  than  they  expected,  and,  ren- 
dered it  impracticable  to  accomplish  the 
whole,  consistently  with  their  arrange- 
ments made  for  other  places ;  this,  how- 
ever, seldom  happened ;  and  where  it  was 
conceived  the  business  would  occupy  more 
than  the  ordinary  time,  two  judges  went  to 
York  instead  of  one,  whereby  double  the 
business  was  disposed  of  within  the  same 
period.  It  would  be  for  the  wisdom  of 
parliament  to  make  such  arrangements  on 
this  head  as  might  seem  necessary  here- 
after ;  but  he  hoped  the  house  would  not 
clog  the  present  bill  by  such  regulations. 

Mr.  Bonises  coincided  in  the  necessity  of 
rendering  all  the  judges  equally  inde* 
pendent  of  the  crown  with  those  of  Eng- 
land, and  therefore  agreed  in  the  propriety 
of  precluding  them  from  seats  in  parlia- 
ment, as  well  as  from  other  lucrative  of- 
fices under  the  crown,  in  order  that  they 
might  not  only  be  removed  from  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown  in  that  house,  but  even 
from  the  suspicion  of  it ;  and  he  thought 
that  a  clause  for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  for 
preventing  the  sale  of  the  office  of  clerk  of 
assize,  ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill. 

Mr.'  /.  H.  Browne  deprecated  the  idea 
of  precluding  the  Welch  judges  from  seats 
in  that  house,  under  any  idea  of  their  de- 
pendence on  the  crown,  their  plaices  being 
for  life.  By  such  an  exclusion,  the  house 
woukl  be  deprived  of  a  valuable  portion 
of  talents :  and  he  begged  leave  to  in- 
stance the  speech  of  one  of  those  judges 
■pon  a  late  important  occasion  (that  of 


Mr.  Burton,'  in  the  case  c^  the  duke 
of.  York)  as  one  of  the  most  lucid  and 
eloquent  ever  uttered  within  the  waOs<o£ 
pai'liament. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  pur- 
suant to  the  Resolutions. 

[Gas  Light  BtiL.]  Mr.  Mellisb  moved 
the  third  reading  of  the  Gas  Light  bill,- 
but  at  the  same  time  prayed  the  indulgenca 
of  the  house  in  allowing  him  to  proposo 
five  new  clansea ;  and  that  the  house  wooU 
take  the  debate  upon  the  question  that  tha 
bill  do  pasa.  He  read  the  clauees  in  his 
place. 

Sir  J.  Ansintther  saw  no  necessity  in  ths 
present  case  to  depart  from  the  usual 
mode  of  proceeding;  and  hoped  the  honaa 
would  not  encourage  a  custom  which  had 
prevailed  of  late  ;  namely,  that  of  keep- 
ing  back  the  principal  clauses  of  private 
bills  until  the  very  last  stage,  and  then 
proposing  them  by  surprise  upon  the 
house. 

Mr.  D.  Giddy  deUred  himself  deci€ied-* 
ly  averse  to  this  bill ;  first,  upon  th^  ge* 
neral  principle  of  granting  chartered  mo- 
nopolies to  any  great  body  of  men,  to  the 
preclusion  of  all  competition.  He  would 
admit  there  might  be  some  exceptions,  in 
cases  where  great  advantages  to  the  public 
must  manifestly  arise,  and  where  the  for- 
tunes of  a  few  individuals  must  be  inade^ 
quate  to  the  accomplishment;  in  the  caae 
for  instance  of  a  great  aqueduct,  for  the 
supply  of  a  city,  such  as  the  New  River, 
or  of  a  canal,  as  the  West  India  Docks,  or 
such  great  undertaking,  where  the  public 
advantage  was  clear,  and  the  profits  with- 
in some  calculation.  But  upon  such  an 
undertaking  as  the  present,  where,  how- 
ever ingenious  the  plan,  the  practicability 
was  problematical,  and  no  estimation  pro-» 
duced  to  prove  it  capable  of  adoption  to 
any  thing  like  the  extent  proposed,  he  vraa 
against  the  sanction  of  parliament  being 
given  to  the  measure,  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  immense  subkcriptiona  to  an 
undertaking,  which,  on  the  face  of  th« 
plan,  seemed  unmanageable  by  any  act 
of  directors ;  for  it  appeared  that  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Jaines's  alone,  six  diflereni 
establishments  would  be  required  to  fnmisli 
the  light,  and  that  the  expense  of  lightn- 
ing by  Gas  would  cost  550/.*  a  year  mora 
than  by  oil.  What,  then,  must  the  nnm«> 
her  of  establishments  be  for  all  London,  and 
wherc^was  the  advantage  to  the  public,  sup«>  j 
posing  the  plan  practicable  ?  It  might  turn 
out  ultimately  a  second  South  ^  bubble. 
He  could  not  at  all  evenU,  agree  to  aotho^ 
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rize  the  company  to  receive  subscriptions 
to  an  amount  which  would  enable  them  to 
monopolize  oil,  coal,  and  the  other  mate- 
rials which  afibrded  the  public  an  alterna- 
tive, in  order  to  drive  them  iniD  the  adop- 
tion of  this  scheme,  ^he  iailare  of  which 
would  entail  disgrace  upon  the  nation. 
He  concluded  by  moving,  that  tkie  bill,  in- 
stead of  now,  be  read  the  third  thn^  tlxis 
day  three  months. 

The  bill  was  aho  opposed  by  sir  James 
Hill,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Huli;  Mr.  Hall,- 
and  Mr,  Babington. 

Mr.  WUhetforce  opposed  the  bill,  it 
was  not  -necessary,  be  observed,  to  re 
sort  to  charters  to  procure  caphai.  He 
would  not  encourage  these  gambling  pro- 
jects, by  which  men  were  to  be  princes 
or  beg^rs,  tn  a  moment.  He  coifld  not 
avoid  directing  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  extravagant  expectations  that  were 
held  out  in  a  pamphlet  recommending 
this  plan.  Among  other  impudent  impo- 
sitions, it  was  endeavoured  to  be  shewn, 
that  it  would  produce,  in  the  course  of  a 
short  time,  no  less  than  10,20],74i/.  13«. 
ad,  in  the  way  of  taxes.  In  the  same 
statement,  the  annual  profits,  after  a  cer- 
tain period,  were  calculated  at  two-hundred 
ikfiA  ninety-nine  millions.  He  considered 
^  it  as  one  of  the  greatest  bubbles  that  had 
ever  been  imposed  on  public  credulity. 
He  could  compare  it  to  nothing  so  well 
as  the  Ayr  Bank,  the  loss  by  which  was 
immense  to  the  public,  and  had  involved 
in  difficulties,  fbr  years,  most  of  the  great 
landed  proprietors  of  Scotland. 

The  house  having  divided,  the  amend- 
ment was  carried  by  a  majority  of  52  to 
^^.     The  bill  was  consequently  lost. 

[Irish  Distillers'  Regulation  Bill.] 
The  house  then  went  into  a  Committee  on 
the  above  bill. 

Mr.  Pamcll  objected  to  the  nature  of 
the  punishment  inflicted  by  the  bill  upon 
such  persons  as  were  concerned  in  un- 
licensed stills.  For  the  first  f»ffence,  cor- 
poral punishment  was  inflicted  ;  for  the 
aecond,  transportation.  He  did  not  ap- 
prove of  such  severity,  especially  as 
the  system  now  acted  on  was  so  defective 
es  to  give  encouragement  to  the  offence. 
He  would  therefore  move.  That  the 
clause  inflicting  such  punishment  should 
be  omitted. 

Mr.  Bernard  disapproved  of  the  entire 
system  of  laws  that  regulated  the  distil- 
leries in  Ireland.  He  was  strengthened 
in  his  opinion,  not  only  by  the  Irish  com- 
missidtiers  of  inquiry,  but  by  atrial  of  the 


present  83'stem  for  itnany  y^ars.  He  co«- 
tended«  that  at  no  period  were  the  illkii 
distilleries  carried  on  to  a  greater  extent 
than  the  last  two  years,  which  naust  aloaa 
be  attributed  to  the  present  regulations. 
Though  the  right  iion.  gent.  (Mr.  Foster) 
would  not  at  present  agree  to  a  change  m 
the  system,  he  was  happy  to  hear  htm 
say  even  so  «mch  as  that  next  session 
he  wawld  meet  an  inquiry  on  the  subject. 
He  (Mr.  Bernard)  pledged  himseif  «• 
bring  it  forward  at  an  early  period,  and 
hoped  to  convince  the  house  that  a  chawga 
of  the  system  would  be  of  considerable 
advanta^  to  both  countries,  by  encourage 
ing  agriculture,  and  increasing  the  se* 
venue. 

Mr.  H,  Martin  said,  that  iie  had  nev«r 
yet  heard  of  corporal  punishment  bein^ 
inflicted  fbr  a  fiscal  efibnce ;  such  a  punislw 
ment,  in  such  a  case,  was  unknown  tq  the 
constitution.  Besides,  the  nature  of  tbe 
corporal  punishment  was  not  ascertained  ; 
whether  it  was  to  be  flogging  or  hanging 
they  did  not  know.  <]!reat  care,  he  ad- 
mitted, should  be  taken  of  the  revenae  ; 
but  not  by  subTerting  the  principles  ot  tbe 
British  constitution. 

[Third  Report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee.]— TheHouse  having  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  to  consider  of  the  Third 
Report  of  the  Finance  Committee, 

Mr.  Martin  rose  and  observed,  that  it 
was  his  anxious  wish  to  impress  upon  the 
committee  the  propriety  of  attending  to 
the  principles  of  economy  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  public  expenditure.  The 
necessity,  indeed,  of  such  attention  must 
he  thought  be  obvious  to  every  man  who 
took  the  trouble  of  looking  into  th»  sub- 
ject, and  felt  any  solicitude  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  country.  The  amount  of 
our  annual  expenditure,  and  of  our  national 
debt,  was  enormous,  while  the  declinmg 
produce  of  our  revenue  was  notorious. 
According  to  the  papers  on  ihe  table,  the 
produce  of  our  permanent  taxes  was  only 
30,190,178/.  which,  compared  with  the 
interests  of  our  debt  3I,350,(X)0/.  lef^  a 
deficit  of  above  one  million.  How  then, 
in  the  event  of  peace  was  this  deficit  to 
be  supplied  and  our  establishment  to  be 
defrayed,  without  permanently  pledging 
the  war  taxes  ?  If  peace  were  to  be 
concluded  to-morrow,  it  would  be  impos«- 
sible  to  make  such  a  reduction  in  our 
establishment  as  to  place  us  in  any  thing 
like  the  situation  in  which  wc  stood  before, 
either  with  regard  to  expence  or  renrenue. 
The  consequeilee  would  be,  that    they 
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had  fallen.  He  had  stated  that  th« 
amount  of  the  Permanent  Taxes  was  not 
eqvif^l  to  the  discharge  of  the  interest  of 
the  public  debt.  This  was  not  the  case. 
On  the  contrary,  last  year  they  bad  voted 
a  surplus  of  between  four  and  five  million, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  indepen- 
dant  of  the  other  heavy  charges  to  which 
that  fund  was  liable. — ^The  committer 
must  recojlect,  that  there  had  been  voted 
for  the  year  the  sum  of  3,500,000/.  as  the 
surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  together 
with  800,000/.  which  remained  unappro* 
priated  from  the  produce  of  that  fund  in 
the  preceding  year.  Of  course,  it  was 
quite  a  mistaken  idea,  that  the  permanent 
taxes  were  insufficient  to  defray  the  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt.  The  hon.  gem. 
had  fallen  into  this  mistake  from  his  con- 
founding the  produce  of  the  Permanent 
Taxes,  and  the  Consolidated  Funds. — ^l*he 
difference  between  the  permanent  charges, 
and  the  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes, 
was  what  was  usually  voted  as  the  surplus 
of  the  consolidated  fund,  being  an  excess 
of  produce  above  the  charfres.  He  need 
not,  therefore,  inform  the  Committee,  that 
not  only  the  interest  of  the  public  debt, 
and  other  permanent  eharges  were  defrayed 
out  of  the  permanent  taxes,  but  many 
other  items  of  expenditure  connected 
with  the  various  branches  of  the  publio 
service  were  charged  upon  the  surplus 
of  the  consolidated  fund.  The  permanent 
public  charge  was  thirty-three  millions. 
The  supply  to  defray  that  charge  amounted 
to  thirty-seven  millions.  This  statement 
could  admit  of  no  dispute,  as  it  was  proved 
by  the  returns  on  their  table,  and  there- 
fore it  was  impossible  for  the  hon.  gent, 
to  say  that  the  permanent  taxes  fell  short 
of  the  annual  expenditure.  He  did  not 
deny  that  the  produce  of  the  revenue 
this  year  fell  short  of  that  of  last  year 
by  about  300,(XX)/.  but  this  was  owing  to 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  war  ; 
some  falling,  too,  was  to  be  expected  this 
year,  when  compared  with  a  year  of  great 
abundance,  ana  could  not  possibly  be 
such  a  cause  of  despondency  ns  the  hon. 
gcnt.'s  statements  went  to  make  it.  Mr* 
Huskisson  then  went  into  a  detail  of  bis 
financial  operations  of  last  year  in  mort- 
gaging one  million  of  the  duties  on  malt 
and  sugar  to  pay  oft'  Exchequer  bills  ; 
instead  of  allowing  it  to  go  as  usual  to  the 
consolidated  fund.  By  this  means  there 
was  an  apparent  defalcation  in  the  present 
year  to  that  amount,  which  did  not  exift 
in  raality,  as  would  b%  found  in  the  re* 


would  be  cdmpelled  to  have  recourse  to 
the  Income  and  other  war  taxes,  and  re- 
duced to  the  absolute  necessity  of  making 
them  a  perpetual  burthen  upon  the  coun- 
try. The  continuance  of  the  War-taxes 
in  the  event  of  peace,  was  a  thing  scarcely 
to  be  endured,  even  in  idea  ;  and  yet  he 
really  was  at  a  lo.<s  to  divine  to  what  other 
fiind  the  country  was  to  look  for  support 
in  supply  in<ir  the  deficiencies  of  a  declining 
revenue.  He  begged  the  committee  to 
consider  this  point,  upon  which  he  was 
induced  to  dwell,  with  a  view  to  urge  more 
strongly  the  necessity  of  paying  the  ut- 
most possible  attention  to  every  thing 
connected  with  economy.  It  was  quite 
clear  that  every  practicable  arrangement 
fhouid  he  made  for  that  purpose,  and 
with<that  impression  up9n  hi.s  mind,  he  re- 

f  retted  much  to  observe  that  such  a  tardy 
isposition  to  promote  the  objects  recom- 
mehded  by  the  Committee  of  Finance 
should  have  been  manifested  by  those, 
who  had  the  power  of  giving  effect  to  the 
recommendations  of  that  Committee.  He 
had  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to  bring 
this  business  forward.  Since  he  had  given 
notice  of  it  the  right  hon  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  had  thought  proper 
to  propose  a  set  of  Resolutions  in  lieu  of 
those  which  he  had  the  honour  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  house.  Being  anxious  only 
for  the  object  which  his  Resolutions  had 
in  view,  he  f«^as  not  of  course  tenacious  of 
terms  or  form;*,  and  therefore  he  would 
interweave  with  his  first  Resolution,  upon 
proposing  which  the  discussion  might 
arise,  some  of  the  words  suggested  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Upon  the 
adoption' of  these  words  lie  was  the  more 
determined,  because  in  reviewing  his 
own  Resolution,  he  saw  that  it  contained 
rather  a  sort  of  apology,  for  calling  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  a'  consideration 
of  the  principles  of  economy,  than  a  direct 
assertion  of  the  expediency  of  economising 
the  public  Expenditure  in' every  possible 
case.  T^c  ^on.  member  then  proposed 
hh  first  Resolution,  which  declared  in 
substance,  that  it  was  peculiarly  neces- 
sary in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country,  to  attend  closely  to  the  princi- 
ples of  economy,  and  to  make  every 
practicable  arrangement  for  the  purpose 
of  limiting  the  public  expenditure. 

This  Resolution  being  put  from  the 
Chair, 

Mr.  Huikiswn  rose,  to  correct  some 
mis-statements  with  respect  to  the  finances 
.#f  \\k%  country  into  which  the  hon.  gent. 
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he  estimated  at  about  58,500,000/.,  and 
the  deficit  must^  of  coarse,  be  supplied 
either  bv  new  taxes,  or  by  loans.  Accord- 
ing  to  his  estimate  the  deficit  would  ex« 
ceed  1 1  millions,  but  even  according  to  the 
statement  of  his  hon.  friend,  it  would 
amount  to  more  than  8  millions.  This  de» 
ficit  would  be  to  be  met  either  by  conti- 
nuing the  war  taxes,  or  by  a  loan,  or  by 
raising  new  taxes ;  unless  recourse  were 
had  to  the  Property  Tax.  Even  suppose 
the  other  war  taxes  to  be  made  perpetual, 
there  must  be  a  deficit  of  many  millions, 
which  must,  if  peace  were  to  take  place 
to-morrow,  be  provided  for ;  and  we  must 
either  make  the  property-tax  perpetual, 
to  the  amount  of  five  per  cent,  on  income, 
or  else  have  recourse  to  a  loan.  This 
statement  be  made  with  a  view  to  demon- 
strate the  propriety  of  attending  to  the 
principle  of  his  hon.  friend's  Resolution. 

Lord  Milton  thought  that  the  discussion 
was  taking  a  turn  entirely  foreign  from 
the  subject  of  the  Third  Report  upon 
OflRces,  and  therefore  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  proceeding  to. the  matter  in 
Suestion.  There  would  be  no  end  to  the 
ebate,  were  the  finances  of  the  country 
to  be  made  the  subject,  when  the  question 
was  simply  as  to  the  necessity  of  economy. 

The  Chancclhr  qfthe  Exchequer  coincided 
in  opinion  with  the  noble  lord,  yet  thought 
it  but  fair  to  say  that  his  hoQ.  friend  (Mr. 
Huskisson)  had  not  introduced  the  sub- 
ject eriginaily,  but  had  only  risen  to  coi^ 
rect  the  misstatements  which  had  been 
made  on  the  other  side.  A3  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Martiji)  had  declared  his  preference 
for  his  (iVIr.  Perceval's^  first  Resolution  ip 
opposition  to  his  own,  ne  could  wish  that 
instead  of  putting  the  committee  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  previously  negativing  that  Reso- 
lution, he  would  withoraw  it,  and  suffer 
the  other  to  be  put  in  its  stead.  With  re- 
spect to  what  the  hon.  gent,  h^d  said 
about  comparing  and  contrasting  the  two 
strings  of  Resolutions  seriatim,  he  could 
scarcely  suppose  that  necessary,  as  his  Re- 
solutions were  merely  a  new  arrangement 
of  those  of  the  hon.  ff^nt. 

Mr.  Martin  withdrew  his  first  Resolu- 
tion, and  that  proposed  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  put  from  the  chair 
and  agreed  to.  The  following  was  the 
Resolution  :  "  That  tlie  utmost  attention 
to  economy  in  all  the  branches  of  Public 
Expenditure  \yhich  is  consistent  with  the 
interests  of  the  Public  Service,  is  at  all 
times  the  duty  of  this  House.'' 

Mr.  Rose  requested  the  attention  of  d^t 
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ceipt  of  th«  revenue  for  the  year  1810. 
With  regard  to  the  Convoy  duty,  that 
must  necessarily  cease  on  the  re-estab- 
Itshment  of  peace ;  but  it  did  not  follow 
that  a  considerable  part  of  what  was  now 
raised  under  the  head  of  Convoy  duty 
might  not  then  be  continued  under  the 
denomination  of  Customs.  There  was 
no  reason,  then»  for  the  despondency 
manifested  by  the  hon.  gentlemen,  but  this 
he  did  not  state  in  opposition  to  the  pro- 
position that  economy  was  desirable  ; 
while  the  burdens  continued  to  be  so  great 
as  they  were,  in  his  opinion,  the  house 
required  no  other  incitement  to  alleviate 
them  by  every  means  in  their  power. 

Mr.  Martin,  in  explanation,  stated,  that 
he  quoted  from  the  returns  laid  before  the 
house  as  to  the  funds  to  be  relied  upon  in 
the  event  of  peace.  There  was  at  least 
one  part  of  the  war  taxes,  namely,  the 
Convoy  duty,  which  must  inevitably  cease. 

Lord  Folkestone  considered  that  a  falla- 
cy had  run  through  the  whole  of  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  hon.  gent.  *(Mr.  Hus- 
kisson) as  in  his  calculations  he  had  not 
stated  the  produce  of  new  taxes  laid  on  in 
1808  to  the  amount  of  1,700,000/.  The 
uoble  lord  was-  going  on  to  point  out  this 
supposed  inaccuracy,  when 

Mr.  Huskiiton  rose  and  corrected  his 
misconception  of  the  matter.  He  shewed, 
that  what  the  noble  lord  intended  to  con- 
sider as  new  taxes,  were  only  a  new  ar- 
rangement of  the  assessed  taxes  already 
in  existence. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  he  did  not  expect  the 
debate  would  have  taken  the  turn  which 
it  appeared  to  have  done.  He  thought, 
however,  his  hon.  fi-iend  who  brought  for- 
ward these  Resolutions,  had  acted  very 
right  in  drawing  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  economy.     As,  however,  the  hon. 

fent.  who  had  just  sat  down  had  gone  into 
gures  on  the  occasion,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  state  a  few  similar  facts  from  a 
paper  he  happened  accidentally  to  have 
in  his  pocket,  but  which  he  never  had  an 
•idea  till  that  moment  of  mentioning  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  calculated  that, 
upon  the  arrival  of  peace,  if  it  were  to 
take  place  to-morrow,  the  amount  of  the 
public  expenditure  for  the  support  of  the 
army,  navy,  and  miscellaneous  charges, 
would,  at  least,  be  equal  to  48  millions,  to 
which  add  the  interest  upon  exchequer 
bills,  which  would  make  it  exceed  49  mil- 
lions, and  he  would  ask,  how  was  this  sum 
to  he  provided  ?  The  whole  of  the  reve- 
nue, applicable  to  a  peace  establishment. 
Vol.  XIV. 
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comnlittec  to  some  observations  he  had  to 
subtntt  to  their  consideration.  *Great 
.pains,  he  said,  had  lately  been  taken  out 
of  doors  to  make  it  be  believed  that  no 
•attention  had  hitherto  been  paid  to  the  re- 
trenchment of  the  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic money.  He  begged,  however,  to  shew 
that  the  contrary  was  the  case. 

OFFICKS  SUPPRESSF.D  SrNCE  1182. 

1782--TTnder  Mr.  Burke's  Bill.— 
(22d  Geo.  3.  ch.  82.) 
No.  Ann.  Value. 
Alwve  500/.  a  year,  .  37^.43,600 
Under  500/.  a  year,  -  97     13,900 


134     57,500 

Uiuler  Treasury  Regulations  in  1782-3. 
Above  5001.  a  year,  -     3      2,156 
Under  500/.  a  year,    141     11,469 


144     I3,62.'5 

Making  a  Total  of    278  C)ffices.o6^.7 1,125 
Offices    created    to 

perform   tRe  da-  |  "3 


ties  of  those  siip< 
pressed,  6^ 


10,909     ?^^ 


Reduction    in    the  I   ^ 

whole Offices  216.  <£.60j216  J 

1783 — Under  the  Exchequer  Regulating  Act 
(23  a  3.  c.  82.) 
OfRcefc  suppressed  4  .£.6,000 

And  SIX  regulated  («)  60,000 


Savings  under  thi*  Act  on  an  average 

of  Peace  and  War  may  be         66,000    )    Ann. 

Walue 

Making  total  Offices  220  <£.  126,000   ) 

1 785— -Under  the  Auditor's  Act. 
(25  G.  3.  ch.  52) 
T«^o  Offices  suppressed  (A)  44,000  •  , 

Expence  of  New  Board         1 1 ,500 

32,741      Annal 

Value. 
.One  Auditor  of  Hides  in  the    ' 

Excise 400  400 


Tola'  saving  by  the  three  Offices  33,141 

(oXThe  Auditor  of  the  Evchequer, 

nett  profit  in  1782  wan  19,880/.  a 

year;   the  Tellers  present  profifs 

are  three  times  the  amount  of  that 

year.      The  Auditors   fees  would 

therefore  have  been  now .£60,000 

-The  four  Tellers  full  fees  would  now 

have  been 88,000 

.£148,000 
De<luet  Auditor's  present  Salary    .£4,000  > 
Four  Tellers,  when  they  all  fall  in  10,800  J    '*»^0^ 


Savhilr  in  time  of  war ^133,200 

(b)  This  IS  very  much  under  stated,  the  amount 
at  100/.  a  minion  on  the  National  Debt  only  would 
have  been  60,000/.  a  year. 


"Mr,  Martinis  Motion  relative  to  the     (868 

The  number  <>f  employments  was  not 
alfected  by  thesci  measures,  as»  three  nevr 
Commissioners  for  Auditing  were  appoint- 
ed in  addition  to  the'  two  Comptrollers  of 
Army  Accounts. 
In  1785— Were  suppressed  as  they 

should  fall  in,  Patent  Offices  in 

the  Customs,  which  were  actual 

sinecures,   and  usually   given  to  Ann. 

private  fHends,  not  being  consider-  No.     Value 

e<l  as  local  patronage 196  ^.42.000 

The  offices  ^ere  not  abolished  by 

Law  till  1798,  by  the  33  Geo.  3, 

ch.  86,  but  no  appointments  were 

made  to  them  (except  in  two  spe- 
cial cases)  from    1781  ;    and   so  ' 

early  as  1791   there  had  38  fallen 

in  of  the  annuil  value  of  10,600/. 

a  year. 
In  1 783— An  arrangement  was  made 

by  the  Treasury  which   reduced 

the  Officers  of  the  Excise  in  their 

number ^....  765  ...  12,345 

which  saving  was  effected  in  the 

amount  of  salaries,  although  addi- 
tions were  made  to  those  of  the 

remaining   officers  to   put  them 

above  temptation. 
In  1799— The  Offices  of  Auditors  of 

the  Land  Revenue  in  England  and 

Wales  were  abolished  by  Act  39 

Geo.  3,  ch.  83,  after  the  deaths 

of  the  possessors 9  ...    5,6(X) 

In  1799— The  whole  Salt  Board  and 

depart  ment  abolished,  and  the  duty 

transferred  to    the    Excise;    the 

total  reduction,  in  consequence  of 

which,  after  deducting  the  neces- 
sary appoiotinent  in    the  excise 

was 261  ...  86,95$ 

By  this  arrangement  the  Treasury 

lost  the  appointment  of  4j9  offices, 

the  new  ones  bc-'ing  in  the  gift  of 

of  the  Excise. 

RECAPITU  UTION.  Ann. 

No.       Value 

1782— Under  Mr.  Burke's  Act, 134  ..£57,500 

1788-3— By  the  Treasury, 144      13.625 

278      71,125 
Do.  Officers  nppointetl  to  perform  the 
,  duties  of  those  suppressed 62      10,909 

Savings  and  reductions  in  the  years 

above  mentioned 316      60,C16 

178'2-3 — Unrler  the  Kxchequer  regu 

lating  Act,  by  abolition  and  reduc-  » 

tions 4      66,000 

1785 — By  the  Auditor's  Act,  two  of- 
fices for  life  of  great  value,  the  re- 
versions of  which  were  both  tipen, 
were  abolished  j  but  a  new  lx>ard 
wa«;  estabn^hefl  (in  which  not  '■•ne 
political  frien<l  was  placed)'  the 
nunil>er  of  officers  remained  the 
same,  but  a  saving  was  effected...  33,141 

1785— Patent  Offices  in  the  Customs  196      42,C^ 

1799 — Auditors  of  the  Land  Revenue, 
Sinecure  Employments,  the  Rever- 

-    sion  of  one  open 5        5,500 

1799— Sopprewion  of  the  Salt  Board 
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and  all  its  Officers ;    the  whole  in 

the  gift  of  the  Treasury 459      S6,952 

878i'.233,809 
Deduct  the  Savings  under  Mr.  Burke's 
Act,  the  Treasury  Regulations  in 
consequence  of  it :  under  the  £x- 
chtquer  Account 220     126,000 

Savings  made  by  Mr.  Pitt's  Mea- 
sures alone 658  £.lOTfi09 

In  the  preceding  total  of  878  oflBces  of 
the  annual  value  of  'i33»809/.  suppressed 
since  1782,  the  offices  suppressed  in  the 
Excise  are  not  included,  as  they  were  in 
the  gift  of  the  Commissioners  of  that  Re- 
venue. 

But  ithais  been  said  the  immense  in- 
crease of  Revenue  in  the  war  from  1792, 
had  occasioned  a  proportionable  number 
of  offices  and  the  necessary  expence  at- 
tendant thereupon  ;  adding  of  course 
greatly  to  the  influence  of  the  Crown. 
In  this  instance  however,  the  same  attention 
to  economy,  and  to  avoid  such  an  objec- 
tion, will  be  found. 

From  1792  to  1799,  Taxes  were  imposed  to  the 
Amount  of  7,682,000/. 

TJie  Guards  of  manage- 
ment were 6,955/.     52  Officers  appointed 

Salaries  discontinued  3,779      53  Do.  abolished. 

^.3,176 
Not  one  Etnployment  was  therefore  added :  and  the 
increased  charge  of  collection  only  3,176/.  about 
lOd.  in  the  100/.  or  2.400  per  Cent 

Thi*  statement  is  made  to  1799,  because 
it  has  been  in '  print  many  years,  with 
Mr.  Rose's  name  to  it,  shewing  the  parti- 
culars in  each  department,  and  has  never 
been  called  in  question. 

There  should  however  be  opposed  to 
these  savings  some  new  establishments 
created  subsequent  to  Mr.  Pitt's  coming  first 
into  office.  The  Board  of  Controul,  with 
salaries  to  the  amount  of  0,000/.  or  7,000/. 
a  year,  defrayed  by  the  East  India  Com- 
pany. The  Committee  of  Trade ;  no  sala- 
ries except  to  the  clerks  who  were  paid 
under  the  board  suppressed.  The  Trans- 
port Board,  against  which  is  to  be  set  the 
suppression  of  the  Sick  and  Hurt  Board, 
and  the  commission. ooc'asionally  paid  to 
persons  employed  from  favour,  to  take  up 
ships  in  the  former  war;  and  the  naval 
members  of  this  Board,  having  no  other 
duties  to  attend  to,  the  advantages  derived 
iVom  their  attention  very  much  exceed 
the  expence  of  the  establishment.  The 
Barrack  Board  and  the  officers  under  it, 
against  which  is  to  be  set  the  savings  aris- 


ing from  keeping  the  men  and  horses  in 
barracks,  instead  of  at  quarters  in  public 
houses;  much  more  than  equal  to  the  an- 
nual expence  of  this  e.^tablishment,  as  ap- 
pears by  a  Paper  in  the  Appendix  to  a 
Pamphlet  published  by  Mr.  Rose  on  Fi- 
nance, in  1799.  Several  Commissioners 
added  for  the  examination  of  Public  Ac- 
counts at  home  and  in  the  West  Indies  ; 
which  may  amount  in  the  whole  to  20,000/. 
a  year.  And  some  smaller  employments 
rendered  necessary  in  different  depart- 
ments. 

It  is  however  to  be  observed,  that  the 
offices  abolished  were  chiefly  sinecures, 
disposed  of  as  mere  favours,  and  useful 
only  as  sources  of  influence;  whereas  the 
oflices  created  have  all  been  required  by 
the  actual  necessities  of  the  public  service; 
they  are  all  efficient,  and  cannot  therefore 
be  given  to  the  same  class  of  persons  who 
tilled  those  which  have  been  abolished : 
of  course,  the  influence  derived  from  them 
is  essentially  diflerent  both  in  its  degree 
and  m  its  direction.  Of  the  former,  influ- 
ence was  almost  the  direct  object :  of  the 
latter,  it  is  only  the  collateral  consequence. 

Thus  far  there  has  been  no  reference  to 
any  thing  but  positive  savings  arising  from 
the  suppression  of  employments.  Other 
measures,  hovifever,  of  higher  importance 
than  these  were  adopted  both  with  respect 
to  public  economy  and  to  influence. 

1st,  Loan  and  Lotteries. 

2d,  Contracts  and  Commission  Business. 

Sd,  Renewals  of  Crown  Leases. 

Ist,  (iOans. — The  influence  derived  from 
these  extended  infinitely  bey^ond  the  six 
or  eight  persons  to  whom  they  were  given 
on  such  advantageous  terms  as  were  pri- 
vately settled  between  the  minister  and 
those  persons;  as  each  of  those  had  on  his 
list  a  considerable  number  of  the  friends  of 
the  minister ;  or  the  names  of  the  latter 
were  sent  to  the  bank  as  original  sub- 
scribers. In  one  year  of  the  American  war 
the  loan  was  at  a  premium  of  10/.  per 
cent,  when  the  list  was  sent  to  the  bank. 

Suppose  tt^  saving  by  the  mode  adopted 
for  the  first  time  by  Mr.  Pitt,  to  be 
only  *  3/.  per  cent,  and  the  Loans 

.    12,000,000/.   (unhappily  one  year, 

^  How  very  moderate  an  e^timate  this  is  may  be 
judged  of  by  reference  to  the  followlnf^  premiums  oa 
Loans  in  the  American  war  : — 

1779 : £.\l     0 

1780 8  10 

1781  9     0 

1782 13  10 

1783  ...^ 7  19 
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1797,  the  amount  wu  32,000,000/.) 

the  saving  would  be    jf,  360,000 

2d,  Of  the  sums  which  would  have  been 
issued  lo  ContractoiN  under  the  former 
system,  it  is  very  difficult  to  make  an 
accurate  computation;  but  it  would 
be  a  low  estimate  to  state  it  at 
1,5( '0,000/  and  we  can  hardly  sup- 
po?e,  when  the  Contracts  were  given 
a<s  matter  (»f  mere  fevor  without  com- 
petition, that  the  profit  was  so  low  as 

5/.  percent 75,000 

Probably  thirty  persons,  making  pur- 
chases at  150,000/.  each,  at  a  profit  of 
2,500/.  These  were  chiefly  members 
of  parliament,  till  the  Disabling  Act  in 
1782;  after  that  they  were  still  given 
as  mere  favour. 

Gd.  Renewals  of  Crown  Leases  has  al- 
ready under  the  new  system,  produced 

an  increase  of f  59,611 

In  addition  to  these  heads  under  which 
there  wns  a  mixture  of  influence  and 
pi-odlgaiity,  an  important  article  res- 
pecting the  latter  is  to  be  added.  In 
former  wars  certain  parts  of  the  naval 
services  were  paid  in  navy  bills,  wh'ch 
firom  the  middle  of  1779  to  1785  were 
at  a  discount  of  from  10/.  and  1 1/.  to 
.  13/.  per. cent  The  non  interest  bills 
at  18/.  and  19/.  Those  parU  .*f  the 
naval  expenditure  have  amounted 
in  the  present  war  to  upwards  of 
10,000,000/.  annually,  which  are  now 
paid  in  90  day  bilh  at  par,  received 
as  ready  money,  by  which  there  is  a 
saving  of  more  than 1;000,000 


Secret  service  Money  to  the  Treasury 
was  on  an  average  of  fuur  years  to 
1725,  83,000/.  a  year;  in  seven 
years  to  1740,  was  '65,000/.  ;  in  the 
nine  first  years  of  this  reign  Wus 
54,000/. ;  now  limited  to  10,000/.  : 
1^  the  saving  however,  be  estinoatcd 
lit  only 


1,494,611 


45,000 


.£.1,S39,0C0 
Here,  then,  is  a  saving  of  more  than  a 
million  and  a  half,  in  addition  to  the 
23:3,000/.  before  stated ;  without  reckon- 
ing any  thing  for  the  saving  in  Ordnance 
Debentures,  or  the  profits  on  the  Lottery 
in  time  of  peace,  or  indeed  in  war,  by 
which  the  public  now  derives  a  large  profit. 
It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  the  Lottery 
tickets,  like  the  loan,  were  privately  dis- 
posed of  to  the  friends  of  the  *minister. 
The  saving  upon  the  whole  may  truly  be 
stated  at  more  than  2,000,000/.  af\er  de- 
ducting the  06,000/.  saved  under  Mr. 
Burke's  act  and  Treasury  proceedings  in 
consequence  of  it,  and  the  60,000/.  under 
the  Exchequer  regnlnting  act. 

f  This  will  go  on  increasing  to  more  than 
400.000/;  a  year  j  the  teases  till  1794  were  grant- 
ed  at  low  reserved  rents  and  smali  fines;  tiow  they 
are  on  x\st  sworn  vaiae. 


And  exclusive  of  the  reduced  inflaeiice 
of  Ihe  Crown  here  stated;  there  were 
eighteen  Parliamentary  ofiices  among  those 
abolished  in  1782. 

Total  513 In  England  Members  now  hold- 
ing place  during  pleasure    ...  43 

45 rrtto  in  Scotland a 

100 Ditto  in  Ireland   :  10 


658 


54 


Of  the  above,  two  or  three  are  in  de- 
cided opposition  to  administration;  and  if 
the  remaining  51  or  52  may  be  supposed 
to  be  influenced  by  their  employments,  it 
is  not  lest  likely  that  a  number  of  gentle- 
men in  opposition  are  influenced  by  ttieir 
desire  for  ofiice.  He  had  heard  a  great 
deal  of  good  times,  but  in  this  respect  they 
were  much  lessened.  He  hoped  gentle- 
men would  not  suppose  what  be  had  stated 
was  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  ardour 
of  gentlemen  in  bringing  forward  resolu- 
tions like  tbe  present;  he  had  no  such  in- 
tention ;  in  what  he  had  done  he  was  ac- 
tuated solely  by  what  he  thought  his  duty 
at  the  present  moment.  As  to  the  Resolu- 
tions, as  far  as  they  went  they  appeared  to 
him  to  be  unexceptionable. 

Mr.  Cretvey  was  at  a  loss  how-  to  recon- 
cile the  Report  which  he  held  in  his  band 
with  the  high  panegyric  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to 
pronounce  upon  his  deceased  friend.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  bad  gone  so  far  back  as 
the  year  1713,  when  he  came  to  treat  of 
Pensions.  If  he  had  looked  at  later  pe- 
riods, he  would  have  found  that  they  had 
increased  very  much  since  the  beginning 
of  the  present  reign.  From  the  Report 
under  consideration  it  appeared,  thai  tbe 
amount  of  the  Pension  List  had  be^n  most 
enormously  increased  by  Mr.  Pitt.  But 
this  was  a  part  of  thd  case  which  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  felt  it  convenient  to  over- 
look, although  the  subject  of  pensions  was 
the  first  topic  that  oflered  itself  in  tbe  Re- 
port. There  was  also  a  strong  fact  which 
the  right  hon.  gent,  happened  to  forget, 
but  he  would  call  it  to  his  recollection. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  would,  perhaps,  re- 
member when  Mr.  Pitt,  and  himself,  in- 
duced that  house  to  acquiesce  in  the  grant 
of  9,000/.  a  year  to  the  duke'  of  Gloucester, 
from  the  public  purve,  upon  the  allegation 
that  the  produce  of  the  44  p^r  cent,  duties, 
upon  which  that  sum  had  been  previously 
charged,  was  inadequate  to  payii.  By  this 
grant  the  public  lost  105,000/.,  yet  soon 
after  it  was  made,  the  ''  inadequate  fund" 
was  found  a  rtsourcs  fiu&ciem  to  proridt 
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fer  several  of  Mr.  Pitt's  Iriends  and  rela- 
tions. Indeed,  but  a  short  time  after- 
wards pensions  were  charged  upon  it  of 
1,500/.  a  year  for  Mr.  Long;  1,200/.  a 
year  for  Mr.  Huskisson  ;  of  ()  or  700/.  a 
year  to  each  of  Mr.  Pitt's  nieces,  together 
with  an  allowance  to  lady  Chatham;  and 
no  less  than  1,500/.  a  year  to  lad^  Gren- 
Tilic.  Whh  this  fact,  and  several  others 
of  a  similar  nature  in  his  recollection,  he 
could  not  subscribe  to  the  justice  of  the 
right  hon.  gent.'s  panegyric  upon  Mr. 
Pitt's  solicitude  to  curtail  the  public  ex- 
penditure, and  to  sacrifice  to  that  object 
either  personal  conoectioa  or  ministerial 
influence. 

Mr.  Rose  vindicated  the  conduct  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  in  the  transaction  alluded 
to,  and  averred  that  the  4^  per  cent,  duties 
were  inadequate  to  furnish  the  allowance 
granted  to  the  duke  of  Gloucester  at  the 
time  the  proposition  complained  of  by  the 
hon.  gent,  was  brought  before  the  house. 
He  proved  that  in  the  year  1720,  inde- 
pendent of  the  relative  value  of  money, 
the  Pension  List  was  greater  than  at  this 
moment.  He  also  corrected  his  statements 
*  with  respect  to  the  4|  per  cent,  fund,  and 
shewed  the  nature  of  its  application,  in 
paying  off  172,000/.  of  debt,  after  it  was 
released  from  the  payment  of  the  duke  of 
Gloucester's  annuity.  As  to  the  provision 
which  his  right  hon.  friend  had  thought 
proper  to  make  for  his  relations,  he  was 
sure  that  the  country  would  justify  that, 
when  they  considered  the  merit  of  a  life 
devoted  to  their  service,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  he  died. 

Mr.  Wilbcrfijrce  thought  the  poverty  in 
which  Mr.  Pitt  died  was  very  much  lo 
his  credit ;  he  was  a  man  who  practised 
virtue  most,  and  made  the  least  display 
of  it;  he  indeed  "Did  good  by  stealth, 
and  blush'd  to  find  it  fame." 

Mr.  Creetey  thought  the  crown  had  no 
title  to  the  revenue  arising  from  the  4^ 
per  cent.  The  question  was,  what  had 
the  practice  been  ?  20,0(X)/.  had  been  ad- 
vanced in  aid  of  the  Civil  List,  which  was 
the  fii-st  sum  ever  thus  appropriated,  in 
1791 .  He  wished  to  know  if  any  law  could 
be  pointed  out  to  his  notice  that  he  might 
have  overlooked,  authorising  the  crown  to 
give  pensions  out  of  that  fund.  He  con- 
demned the  giving  political  pensions  from 
this  fund,  which  ought  to  be  only  appro- 
priated to  the  salaries  of  government. 

Mr.  Long  VTotdd  by  no  means  admit  this 
principle ;  it  would  be  found  that  in  the 
reiga  of  George  L  peosioaa  had  been 


given  from  this  4f  per  cent,  fund,  t«r 
many  persons,  and  among  the  rest  to 
lord  Hobart,  governor  of  Jersey.  In  tb« 
reign  of  George  II.  it  was  also  applied  to 
such  purposes,  as  from  70  to  80^000/.  b4d 
been  drawn  from  it  in  aid  of  the  Civil 
List,  and  in  the  year  1762,  a  pension  of 
3,000/.  per  annum  was  given  to  the  latfl 
lord  Chatham.  No  Attorney  or  Solicitor 
General,  or  Lord  Chancellor,  since  that 
time,  could  be  named  who  had  not  been 
a  party  in  such  grants.  It  did  not  come 
within  the  spirit  of  Burke's  Act ;  for  Mn 
Burke  himself  expressly  stated,  in  one  of 
his  pamphlets,  that  he  bad  a  view  only 
to  the  Civil  List  in  his  regulations,  and 
that  he  knew  of  the  4|  per  cent,  fund,  bofe 
thought  it  best  to  leave  that  as  a  reward 
for  merit.  The  hon.  gent,  had  alluded  to 
the  annuity  granted  to  the  duke  of  Glou- 
cester in  1786.  What  did  parliament  dp 
on  that  occasion  ?  Did  they  say  such  m 
grant  was  contrary  to  Mr.  Burke's  act  > 
No,  it  had  ever  been  admitted  that  that 
fund  was  a  part  of  the  hereditary  revenue, 
and  consequently  at  the  disposal  of  the 
crown.  The  attention  of  every  Commit-* 
tee  of  Finance  was  turned  to  the  subject^ 
and  they  all  sanctioned  the  legality  of  thii 
application. 

Mr.  Creevey  said,  it  was  stated  as  a  part 
of  the  public  revenue. 

Mr.  Rose  was  of  opinion  it  was  part  of 
the  customs. 

Mr.  Creo-ey  stated,  that  lord  Grenvillo 
and  lord  Harr'owby  (then  Mr.  Ryder)  had, 
in  the  Report  of  a  Finance  Committee, 
reported  the  4f  per  cent,  funds  as  public 
money. 

Mr.  Rote  said,  that  he  could  not  set, 
even  admitting  for  a  moment  the  truth  of 
the  statement,  how  it  bore  upon  the  ques* 
tion. 

Sir  J.  Nttvpori  said,  that  as  his  hon. 
friend  had  introduced  this  subject  before 
the  house,  he  hoped  some  gentleman 
tor  Ireland  would  institute  a  similar  ex^ 
position  with  i-espect  to  that  country,  for  he 
hud  a  statement  tu'make  to  the  committee 
with  regard  to  the  financial  arrangement*^ 
of  Ireland,  at  olie  time,  that  would,  he  ap- 
prehended, astonish  gentletnen  who  heard 
him,  and  incline  them  to  think  that  suchaA 
exposition' would  not  be  unnecessary.  In 
the  administration  of  a  noble  lord  who 
was  now  a  cabinet  minister,  he  meant  th^ 
Lord  Privy  Seal  (lord  Westmoreland),  it  wai 
enacted  by  parliament,  that  until  the  Pen- 
sion List  establishment  for  Ireland  shouki 
be  reduced  to  »0>000/.  the  graaUof  pensioni 
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ihould  not  in  aliyone  year  for  each  year  ex- 
ceed 1,^00/.  Ihe  act  tothifs  eftect  passed 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  July, 
in  the  year  1793,  but  was  not  to  take 
•flfect  till  the  25lh  of  March,  1794-.  Now, 
the  Committee  would  scarcely  believe, 
that  in  the  interval  of  only  seven  months 
the  enormous  sum  of  13,000/.  had  been 
added  to  the  amount  of  pensions  upon  the 
Irish  establishment  in  the  administration 
of  that  noble  lord,  so  that  it  appeared  from 
the  Returns  made  to  that  house,  a  copy  of 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  that  a  leading 
member  of  the  present  cabinet  had,  when 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  taken  ad- 
Tantage  ofthe  interval  between  the  passing 
of  a  law  and  the  time  of  its  taking  efiect, 
to  violate  the  spirit  of  that  very  enact- 
ment [Hear!  hear!]:  that  so  far  from 
any  attempt  to  reduce  the  Pension  List ; 
80  far  from  confining  the  grants  for  any 
one,  \  ear  within  1,'2()0/.  he  had  actually 
within  seven  months  imposed  upon  the 
establishment  the  enormous  burthen  of 
]  3,000/.  and  thus  disposed  of  the  amount 
of  ten  years  pensions  within  the  short 
period  of  seven  months.  The  gross 
amount  was  13,500/.,  but  from  this  he  ex- 
cluded lord  F.  Campbell's  pension,  and 
that  to  the  Burgh  family,  leaving  a  sum 
amounting  to  1 3,0(X)/.  and  it  would  further 
appear  from  the  accounts,  that  in  the^ 
course  of  five  years,  from  1790  to  1795, 
the  sum  of  39,000/.  a  year  was  added  to 
the  public  burdens  in  that  country  with 
regard  to  pensions.  The  time  was  now 
fast  approaching  when,  by  deaths,  it  was 
expected  that  the  Pension  List  "would  be 
brought  within  the  due  limits;  but  whe- 
ther that  expectation  would  prove  well 
founded  or  not,  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
laying,  that  it  was  his  intention,  early  in  the 
ensuing  sessions,  to  call  upon  parliament  to 
continue  the  limitation  of  the  grant  of  pen- 
sions to  1,200/.  annually,  until  the  establish- 
ment should  be  reduced  to  30,000/.  or  at 
roost  to  40,000/.  He  stated  ^rther  that 
the  1,200/.  in  one  year  was  disposed  of 
between  three  members  of  that  house,  late 
or  present. 

Mr.  Foster  denied  that  in  the  vice- 
royalty  alluded  to  so  much  money  had 
been  granted  in  pensions.  Deducting  the 
pensions  to  the  Burgh  family  and  to 
lord  Frederick  Campbell,  instead  of 
13,000/.  only  4,000/.  would  appear  to 
have  been  given. 

Sir  J.  Neiuport  repeated  his  assertion, 
which  was  verified  by  the  returns  of 
the   house  of  icommons,   and  even  ex- 


pressly deducting  the  pensions  now  men- 
tioned, 13,000/.  annually  would  W  found 
to  have  been  granted. 

Mr.  WIdtbread  declared  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  enter  into  the  former  details 
of  the  debate.  He  was  very  ready  to  con- 
fess that  Mr.  Pitt  had  laid  many  perspi- 
cuous financial  statements  before  the  house, 
and  believed  it  to  be  his  object,  lit  one  ))e- 
riod,  to  attain  the.  utmost  perfection  he 
could  in  the  science  of  finance.  Whether 
he  deviated  from  that  determination  siuce 
the  year  1793,  it  was  for  the  house  to 
judge.  He  certainly  failed  in  some  of.  his 
calculations,  and  as  an  instance  the  com- 
mittee might  refer  to  his  prophecy  in  the 
year  to  which  he  alluded,  that  we  should 
have  a  fifteen  years  peace.  While  he 
paid  every  tribute  to  the  disinterestedness 
of  his  private  life,  and  praised  the  poverty 
in  which  he  died,  still  he  must  say  that  the 
war  had  been  carried  on  with  toe  utmost 
prodigality.  In  the  barrack  department 
alone  the  extravagance  ^as  amazing. 
Notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  said 
by  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Rose)  to 
prove  that  every  attention  had  been  paid 
to  economy,  he  still  thought,  that  there 
were  groutids  for  complaints  of  the  most 
serious  Mature,  when  the  great  waste  of 
the  country's  resources  Was  considered 
which  had  been  discovered  in  every 
branch  of  the  war  department.  ,  He 
thought  it  something  extraordinary^  that 
it  should  be  said  the  hon.  gen^  received 
that  pension  still,  which  it  was  understood 
was  to  be  given  up  by  a  person  holding  a 
situation  of  more  than  20OO/.  a  year.  He 
did  not  know  that  he  received  more,  but 
he  supposed  that  at  least  his  income 
amounted  to  thai  sum,  and  did  not  doubt 
but  the  hon.  gent,  would  explain  the  mat-> 
ter  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  He 
did  not  intend  to  enter  into  the  disputed 
question,  as  to  the  <^\  per  cent,  fund,  but 
yet  he  thought  both  the  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite  (Mr.  Long)  and  Mr.  Burke  him- 
self most  incompetent  judges  upon  the 
subject,  because  they '  were  themselves 
renters  from  that  very  fund.  The  cor« 
ruptions  of  former  times  had  been  very 
much  dwelt  upon  in  contradistinction  to 
the  purity  of  the  present ;  and  much  allu« 
sion  had  been  made  to  the  degradation  of: 
that  house,  at  an  early  period,  when  bri- 
bery was  commoD,  and  doles  of  the  pub- 
lic money  were  dealt  out  to  the  members 
of  that  house  by  the  government.  Now, 
he  had  no  doubt,  even  in  those  corrupt 
days,    when   reform   and    retrenchment 
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were  proposed^  that  a  loud  outcry  was 
raised  on  the  occasion,  and  the  intep^rity 
of  contractors,  &c.  highly  vaunted.  Much 
it  was  said,  had  been  corrected  since ;  but 
much,  he  contended,  had  been  left  behind 
to  correct ;  many  branches  of  expendi* 
ture  to  be  retrenched,  and  njuch  extrava- 
gance to  be  curtailed.  Now, 'because 
tome  men  were  pure,  it  was  not  necessa- 
rily to  be  inferred  that  all  were  so,  and 
though  he  was  of  course  inclined  to  pay 
the  highest  compliment  to  the  patriotic 
forbearance  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Rose),  still*  he  was  not  sure  that 
every  one  else  deserved  the  same  eulp- 
gium.  The  righl  hon.  gent,  had  touched, 
indeed,  but  slightly,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Barrack  Board,  that  great  source  of  pub- 
lic extravagance,  and  still  less  on  the 
abuses  of  the  Transport  Board,  where 
such  vast  sums  of  money  were  so  unneces- 
sarily squandered.  [Mr.  W.  Pole  said 
across  the  table,  he  did  not  believe  it.] 
The  hon.  gent,  was  welcome  n'^t  to  be- 
lieve it  if  he  chose,  but  he  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  believed  it,  and  thought  it  was  a 
question  even  whether  that  board  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  exist  at  all  or  not.  Some 
time  since  a  noble  lord,  member  for  West- 
minster,' whose'  gallant  and  patriotic 
achievements  were  the  theme  of  every 
man's  panegyric,  (lord  Cochrane),  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
in  that  house  was  greater  than  it  ought  to 
be,  and  moved  for  a  return  of  all  the  mem- 
bers holding  offices,  sinecures,  or  pensions 
under  government.  That  motion  was  af- 
terwards made  more  general,  and  the  re- 
turns to  it  referred  to  a  committee,  the 
Third  Report  of  which  committee  was 
then  before  them.  The  influence  of  the 
crown  he  still  thought  greater  than  it 
ought  to  be  in  that  house.  He  certainly 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  no  officer  of  the 
Crown  should  sit  in  that  house,  but  he 
.thought  the  error  too  much  on  the  other 
side.  There  were  for  instance  the  Chan- 
cellor of  ihe  Exchequer,  and  the  other  mi- 
nisters of  ?tate,  who  might  have  seats  in 
parliament;  but  it  was  not  necessary  for 
all  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  who,  indeed, 
,  were  generally  silent  in  the*  house.  Secre- 
taries of  the  treasury  may  also  have  a  seat 
in  the  house.  Of  one  of  these  gentlemen 
he  did  not  mean  to  speak  othei*wise  than 
in  panegyric,  for  his  close  and  accurate 
habits  of  business,  but  the  other  was  abso- 
lutely a  mute,  of  whom  they  heard  no- 
thing, but  saw  a  great  deal.  The  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty,  perhaps,  also  ought  to 


be  excluded,  but  to  the  liveliness  of  one 
of  them,  he  must  pay  his  tribute.  One 
person  perhaps  connected  with  the  board 
of  contronl  was  requisite  in  the  house.  Of 
its  President  he  could  not  speak,  for  he 
was  at  present  so  full  of  his  Irish  affairs, 
that  in  fact  the  office  was  vacant.  Per- 
sons holding  that  office  were  understood 
to  act  gratuitously  on  their  first  appoint* 
ment,  but  that  idea  was  soon  done  away, 
and  lord  Melville  received  much  in  the 
$hape  of  salary  before  he  was  created 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  and  then  created 
two  new  offices  for  the  education  of  young 
statesmen  under  him.  It  was  not  exactly ' 
conformable  to  Mr.  Pitt's  practise,  for 
young  men  who  were  but  a  few  years  in 
office  to  take  pensions  for  life.  He  did 
not  wish  to  speak  of  living  persons,  but 
be  must  be  excused  for  the  allusion,  as  so 
many  were  mentioned  in  the  Report.  He 
did  not  see  the  propriety  of  giving  per- 
sons pensions  for  life  afler  being  in  office 
two  or  three  years.  Men  of  talent  would 
be  found  to  fill  the  principal  offices  of  the 
state,  even  though  they  were  not  that 
pensioned  off.  Mr.  Piti,  whom  the  gen- 
tlemen opposite  professed  to  make  their 
model,  did  not  act  so.  He  drd  not  seek 
sohie  snug  thing  for  himself  as  soon  as  he 
got  into  power.  He  (Mr^Whitbread) 
thought  the  influence  of  the  crown  in  that 
house  ought  to  be  less  than  it  was,  and 
would  therefore,  in  order  to  bring  the 
question  fairly  before  the  committee,  move 
as  an  amendment  on  the  Resolution,  that 
the  words  "  And  as  a  further  limitation, 
be  it  provided,  that  no  person  shall  hold  a 
seat  in  this  house  having  a  sinecure  or 
other  private  place  nf  emolument  under 
the  crown,"  should  be  added.  He  wish- 
ed to  say  a  word  or  two  on  those  very  re- 
spectable members,  the  Welsh  Jude^esi, 
Though  he  thought  them  less  exception* 
able  than  others,  yet  there  was  a  some* 
thing  in  their  sitting  there  which  ofiended 
so  far  against  the  principle  he  wished  t6 
establish,  that  he  would  submit  it  to  the 
house,  whether  or  not  they  ought  still  to 
be  considered  as  eligible  to  hold  seats  in 
parliament. 

The  ChancellcT  qf  tJte  Exchequer  consi- 
dered this  amendment  of  the  hon.  gent, 
as  founded  upon  a  most  aristocratic  prin- 
ciple ;  it  would  throw  the  offices  of  the 
crown  into  the  hand#  of  those  alone  who* 
could,  from  their  property,  very'  weH 
dispense  with  their  salaries.  He  opposed 
to  the  theory  of  the  hon.  gent,  the  con- 
stant practice  of  ihat  house,  and   con- 
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tended  that  at  all  periods  it  proved  the  best 
bulwark  of  the  liberties  of  t^e  people, 
which  plainly  proved  the  &llaoy  of  the 
argument  that  went  to  deny  that  it  could 
be  unduly  influenced  while  officers  of  the 
crown  had  seats  in  parliament ;  for  offi- 
cers of  the  crown  had  always  sat  in  it 
The  exclusion  of  magistrates  of  all  descrip- 
tions, in  his  opinion,  might  be  as  well 
demanded  as  that  of  the  Welsh  Judges  ; 
for  they  never  exercised  their  judicial 
functions  except  on  circuit.  He  declare(j^ 
it  his  intention  to  give  his  utmost  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  could  not  think  the  true 
interests  of  the  country  were  consulted  in 
pensioning  off  every  subordinate  officer 
of  government  after  serving  the  public  two 
•r  three  years. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Resolution  of  his  hon.  friend  was  most  im- 
portant in  itself,  and  of  the  greatest  mo- 
ment to  the  constitution  of  Uie  country. 
For  his  own  part,  he  was  inclined  to  the 
Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend,  and  if  it 
W9B  to  be  pushed  to  a  division,  should 
vote  for  it.  But  he  wished  to  submit  it 
tfy  his  hon.  iiieud,  whether  it  would  not 
be  desirable  for  him  to  adopt  the  same 
course  respecting  his  Amendment  which 
iiad  been  pursued  with  respect  to  the  for- 
mer Resolutions,  namely,  to  suffer  it  to 
tie  on  the  table  for  a  few  days,  in  order 
to  allow  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  con- 
•id«ring  its  contents,  llie  question  was 
one  .of  great  moment  and  delicacy,  and 
required  to  be  looked  at  gravely,  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  constitution  of  this  em- 
pire. Nothing  could  be  so  hostile  to  the 
existence  of  union  and  tranquillity,  as  the 
division  of  the  legislature  into  three  estates, 
-unless  they  were  duly  balanced  :  but 
the  great  perfection  of  the  constitution  of 
ibis  country  was,  that  no  class  of  the 
•community  was  excluded  from  its  just 
•hare  in  the  deliberations  of  the  state. — 
'  Many  bills  had  been  passed  with  a  view 
to  prevent  abuses  ;  but  the  present  ques- 
tion, if  any,  deserved  the  peculiar  atten- 
tion of  that  house.  If  he  were  to  be 
called  on  to  give  a  vote  on  the  present 
•question,  be  would  support  the  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  friend,  though  he  should 
<be  much  better  pleased,  if  his  hon.  friend 
would  consent  to  put  off  the  discussion 
of  it^  for  a  few  dayi,  as  had  been  done 
when  the  Resolutions  were  at  first  pro- 
posed, in  order  to  give  the  house  an  op- 
jportuaity  of  comparing  the  Amendment 
^ttb  tboie  Rf  lolutions. 


Mr.  Lyttleton  concurred  in  the  sugges- 
tion of  his  right  hon.  friend,  and  recom- 
inended  to  the  committee  to  defer  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  until 
both  the  Amendment  and  the  original 
Resolution  should  be  in  the  hands  of  gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  contended,  that  as  the 
navy,  the  army,  the  ordnance,  the  poblie 
debt,  and  every  thing  connected  with 
the  management  of  public  affairs  had 
considerably  increased,  so  also  must  the 
influence  of  the  crown  have  been  pro- 
portionably  extended.  That  influence 
could  not  but  be  communicated  to  a  great 
number  of  members  of  parliament.  It 
must  have  continued  to  work  in  secret  and 
in  silence,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  that 
house  to  watch  and  counteract  it.  Having 
observed  the  progress  of  that  influence, 
he  was  ready  to  agree  in  the  principle  of 
the  motion  before  the  house,  or  in  any 
other  measure  that  was  likely  to  lead  to  a 
gradual  and^mperate  reform  of  abuses. 

Lord  Polkettone  was  ready  to  enter  into 
the  discqssion  of  the  question  at  that 
moment,  and  would  vote  for  the  Amend- 
ment, though  he  had  no  hesitation  to  ac- 
cede to  the  suggestion  of  putting  off  the 
discussion  to  another  occasion.  He  could 
not,  howevel-,  avoid  saying,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  all  former  times  had  been  to  curtail 
the  influence  of  the  crown,  and  to  prevent 
placemen  from  having  seats  in  that  house. 

Mr.  Whithread,  though  he  wished  for  a 
decision  upon  the  subject  of  his  Amend- 
ment, had  yet  no  objection  to  put  ofi'the 
final  discussion  to  a  future  day.  He  saw 
no  reason  why  chief  justices  should  be 
made  Peers,  nor  why  Welsh  Judges 
should  be  allowed  to  become  members  of 
that  house.  Neither  could  he  admit  that, 
because  a  person  abandoned  his  prof^ 
sion,  he  should  have  a  provision  for  life 
made  for  him  for  having  abandoned  it. 
He  was  ever  ready  to  admit  ihat  a  person, 
worn  out  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
ought  to  be  adequately  provided  for;  he 
contended  that  no  such  extravagant  com- 
pensation, as  had  been  given  to  Mr. 
M'Donald  for  quitting  Ins  pr«>fession  to 
become  a  Commissioner  of  American  pro- 
perty, ought,  under  any  such  circumstan- 
ces, to  be  granted.  Such  grants  were 
contrary  to  the  plans  of  Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  lord  Shelburne.  The  in- 
crease  of  the  influence  of  the  crown  would 
be  obvious,  when  it  was  considered  how 
much  the  army,  the  navy,  and  every 
other  branch  <k  Ibo  public  txpenditait 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


181]  PARL.  DEBATES,  Jvnt  2,  1 80».— PtojWr*  rdatmg  to  America. 


[8SS 


bad  been  augmented.  He  had  no  objec* 
lion  to  suffer  his  Amendment  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  a  few  days,  or  to  withdraw  it 
altogether,  with  a  view  to  bring  it  for* 
ward  as  a  separate  motion  on  Thursday 
next. 

Lord  IL  Peity  entered  into  a  justifica- 
tion of  the  appointment  and  remuneration 
of  Mr.  M'Donald,  and  concurred  in  the 
propriety  of  adjourning  the  discussion  of 
the  Amendment  to  a  future  day* 

Mr.  Wtlksley  Pole  rose  to  explain  a 
statement  in  the  Supplement  to  the  Third 
Seport,  which  concerned  him.  When 
lord  Wellesley  went  to  India,  itivaa  thought 
advisable  to  insert  the  hon*  member's 
name  in  the  patent  of  the  office  of  Re- 
membrancer of  the  Exchequer,  in  case  the 
office  should  become  vacant  whtie  lord 
Wellesley  was  absent;  but  the  hon.  mem- 
ber reaped  no  emolument  whatever  from 
this  arrangement,  and  was  very  much 
surprised  to  find  his  name  mentioned  in 
the  Supplement  to  the  Third  Report  in 
rather  an  ambiguous  manner.  This  mis- 
take did  not  originate  with  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer ;  and  the  hon.  gent. 
had  indeed  made  a  statement  to  the  com- 
mittee, disclaiming  the  receipt  of  any 
emolument  in  consequence  of  the  arrange- 
ment the  hon.  member  had  explained. 

Mr.  H.  Thomion  replied,  that  the  hon. 
member's  name  was  introduced  into  the 
Report,  in  a  manner  that  was  perfectly 
unambiguous  ;  for  in  one  passage,  after 
giving  the  hon.  member's  name,  it  ex- 
firessly  sUted,  that  the  profits  were  un- 
derstood to  belong  only  to  lord  Wellesley ; 
and  in  another,  aner  giving  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's name  conjointly  with  that  of  lord 
Wellesley,  it  was  added,  that  the  profits 
were  supposed  to  belong  to  lord  Wel- 
lesley. 

The  first  Resolution  was  then  read,  and 
carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Wkkbrtad  proposed  to  make  a  se- 
|iarate  motion  to  the  hoMse  of  his  amend- 
ment, on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  D.  Gi<ldy  then  left  the  chair,  and 
roported  progress  to  the  house.  The 
Report  was  ocderfd  to  be  taken  into 
further  consideration  on  Thursday  next. 

[Papers.  RELATING  TO  America.]  Mr. 
Secretiliy  Canning  presented  the  follow- 
ing 

PAPERS 

RBLATIMG   TO  AMERICA. 

No.  L^ — ^Dispatch  from  Mr,  Secrei^fy  C5mi- 
n^g  to  the  kott.  D.  M.  Enkine;  dated 
Foreign  Qfice,  *i$rdJan.  1809. 
Vol,  XIV, 


Sir ;    If  there  really  exist  in  those  in* 
dividuals  who  are  to  have  a  leading  share 
in  the  new  administration  of  the  United 
States,  that  disposition  to  come  to  a  com«» 
pie te  and  cordial  understanding  with  Great 
Britain,  of  which  you  have  received  from 
them  such  positive  assurances ;  in  meeting 
that  disposition,  it  would  be  useless  and  un* 
profitable  to  recur  to  a  recapitulation  of 
the  causes  fVom  which  the  diilerences  be* 
tween  the  two  governments  have  arisen,.or 
of  the    arguments  already  so  often  re-« 
peated  in  support  of  that  system  of  retalia^ 
tion  to  which  his  majesty  has  unwillingly 
had  recourse. — ^That  system  his  majesty 
diust  unquestionably  continue  to  maintain^ 
unless  the  object  of  it  can  be  otherwise  ac« 
complished. — But  after  the  professidn  on 
the  pai*t  of  so  many  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers  of  the   government  of  the   United 
States,  of  a  sincere  desire  to  contribute  to 
that  object  in  a  manner  which  should 
render  th«  continuance   of   the  system 
adopted   by  the  British  government  un* 
necessary,  it  is  thought  right  that  a  fair 
opportunity  should    be    afiforded    to  the 
American  government  to  explain  its  mean- 
ing, and  to  give  proof  of  its  sincerity.— 
The  extension  of  the  interdiction  of  the 
American  harbours  to  the  ships  of  war  oC 
France  as  well  as  of  Great  Britain,  is^ 
as  stated   in  my  former  dispatch>  an  ac^ 
ceptable  symptom  of  a  system  of  impar« 
tialitjT  towards  both  Belligerents ;  the  first 
that  has  been  publicly  manifested  by  tho 
American  government.-^  The  like  exten« 
sion  of  tho^Non-im  porta  tion  act  to  other 
Beliigerentfls  equally  proper  in  this  view. 
These  measures  remove  those  preliminary 
objections  which  must  otherwise  have  pre- 
cluded any  useful  or  amicabk  discussion. — 
In  this  state  of  things,  it  is  possible  for  Great 
Britain  to  entertam  propositiens,  which, 
while  such  manifest  partiality  was  shewn 
to  her  enemies,  were  not  consistent  either 
with  her  dignity  or  het^  interest.<«From 
the  report  of  your  conversations  with  Mr. 
Madison,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr.  Smith,  it 
appears ;    1  st.  That  the  American  govern^ 
ment  is  prepared,  in  the  event  of  his  majes- 
ty's consenting  to  withdraw  the  Orders  in 
Council  of  January  and  November  1807# 
to  withdraw    contemporaneously   on   its 
part  the  interdiction  of  its  barbonrs  to 
ships  of  war,  and  all  Non-intercourse  and 
Non- importation  acts,  so  far  as  respect» 
Great  Britain ;  leaving  them  in  force  witb 
respect  to  France,  and  the  powers  which 
adopt  or  act  under  her  Decrees;    2dly«. 
(What  is  of  the  utmost  importance^  air 
I  L 
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precluding  a  new  source  of  id isunderstand- 
ing,  which  might  arise  after  the  adjustment 
of  the  other  questions).  That  America  is 
willing  to  renounce,  during  the  present 
war,  the  pretension  of  carrying  on  in 
,time  of  war  all  trade  with  the  enemy's 
Colonies,  from  which  she  was  excluded 
during  peace ;  3dly,  Great  Britain,  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  operation  of 
the  Embargo,  and  of  the  bond  fide  inten- 
tion of  America  to  prevent  her  citizens 
from  trading  with  France,  and  the  powers 
adopting  and  acting  under  the  French  De- 
crees, is  to  be  considered  as  being  at  liber- 
ty to  capture  all  such  American  Tcssels  as 
may  be  found  attempting  to  trade  with 
the  ports  of  any  of  these  powers  ;  without 
which  security  for  the  observance  of  the 
Embargo,  the  raising  it  nominally  with  re- 
spect to  Great  Britain  alone,  would,  in 
fact,  raise  it  with  respect  to  all  the  world. 
— On  these  conditions  his  majesty  would 
consent  to  withdraw  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil of  January  and  November  1807,  so  far 
as  respects  America. — As  the  first  and 
second  of  these  conditions  are  the  sue- 
gestions  of  the  persons  in  authority  m 
America  to  you,  and  as  Mr.  Pinkney  has 
recently  (but  for  the  first  time)  expressed 
to  me  his  opinion,  that  there  will  be  no 
indisposition  on  the  part  of  his  govern- 
ment to  the  enforcement  by  the  naval 
power  of  Great  Britain  of  the  regulations 
of  America  with  respect  to  France,  and 
the  countries  to  which  these  regulations 
eontinue  to  apply,  but  that  his  government 
was  itself  aware,  that  without  such  en- 
forcement those  regulations  flust  be  alto- 
gether nugatory ;  I  flatter  myself  that 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a 
distinct  and  official  recognition  of  these 
conditions  from  the  American  govern- 
ment.— For  this  purpose  you  are  at  liber- 
ty to  communicate  this  Dispatch  in  extenso 
to  the  American  Secretary  of  State.'— 
Upon  receiving  through  you,  on  the  part 
of^  the  American  government,  a  distinct 
and  official  recognition  of  the  three  above- 
nentioned  conditions,  his  majesty  will 
lose  no  time  in  sending  to  America  a 
minister  fiilly  empowered  to  consign  them 
to  a  formal  and  regular  Treaty. — As,  how- 
ever, it  is  possible  that  the  delay  which 
must  intervene  before  the  actual  conclusion 
of  a  Treaty  may  appear  to  the  American 
governraent  to  deprive  this  arrangement 
of  part  of  its  benefits,  I  am  to  authorize 

Joo,  if  the  American  government  should 
e  desirous  of  acting  upon  the  agreement 
hflfoM  it  is  reduced  into  a  regular  ioxm. 


either  by  the  immediate  repeal  of  the 
Embargo,  and  the  other  acts  in  question, 
or  by  engaging  to  repeal  them  on 
a  particular  day)  to  assure  the  American 
government  of  bis  majesty's  readiness  to 
meet  such  a  diposition  in  the  manner  best 
calculated  to  give  it  immediate  eflfect-* 
Upon  the  receipt  here  of  an  official  Note, 
containing  an  engagement  for  the  adop- 
tion by  t£e  American  government  of  the 
three  conditions  above  specified,  his  ma- 
jesty will  be  prepared,  on  the  faith  of 
such  engagement,  either  immediately  (if 
the  repeal  shall  have  been  imroediatein 
America)  oir  on  any  day  specified  by  the 
American  government  for  that  repeal,  re- 
ciprocally to  recal  the  Orders  in  Council, 
without  waiting  for  the  conclusion  of  ^e 
Treaty;  and  you  are  authorized,  in  the 
circumstances  herein  described,  to  take 
such  reciprocal  engagement  on  his  m&* 
jesty's  behalf.         I  am,  &c. 

George  Canning. 

No.  II ^NoTE  fiom  Mr,   Erskine   to  the 

Secretfoy  of  State  qf  the  United  States ; 
dated  Washington,  April  17M  1809. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  I  have  received  his  majesty's  com- 
mands to  represent  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  that  his  majesty  is  animated 
by  the  most  sincere  desire  for  an  adjust* 
ment  of  the  diHerences  which  havctun* 
happily  so  long  prevailed  between  the 
two  countries,  the  recapitulation  of  which 
might  have  a  tendency  to  impede,  if  not 
to  prevent,  an  amicable  understanding.— 
It  having  been  represented  to  his  ma- 
jesty's government,  that  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  in  their  proceedings  at 
the  opening  of  the  last  session,  had  evinced 
an  intention  of  passing  certain  laws  which 
would  place  the  relations  of  Great  Britain 
with  the  United  States  upon  an  equal 
footing,  in  all  respects,  with  the  other 
Belligerent  powers,  I  have  accordingly 
received  his  majesty's  commands,  in  tht 
event  of  such  laws  taking  place,  to  oflfer 
on  the  part  of  his  majesty,  an  honourablt 
reparation  for  the  aggression  committed 
by  a  British  naval  officer  in  the  attack  on 
the  United  States  frigate,  Chesapeake. — 
Considering  the  act  passed  by  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  on  the  first  of 
March  (usually  termed  the  Non-inter- 
course act)  as  having  produced  a  state  of 
equality  in  the  relations  of  the  two  Bel- 
ligerent powers,  with  respect  to  the  United 
States,  I  have  to  submit,  conformably  to 
my  instructions,  for  the  pon^Ucraiion  of 
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the  American .  government,  such  terms  of 
satisfaction  and  reparation  as  his  majesty 
is  induced  to  believe  will  be  accepted  in 
the  same  spirit  of  conciliation  with  which 
they  are  proposed. — In  addition  to  the 
prompt  disavowal  made  by  his  majesly, 
on  being  apprised  of  the  unauthorized 
act  committed  by  bis  naval  o(Bctr,  whose 
recal,  as  a  mark  of  the  king's  displeasure, 
from  an  highly  important  and  honourable 
command,  immediately  ensued,  his  ma- 
jesty is  willing  to  restore  the  men  forcibly 
taken  out  of  the  Chesapeake,  and,  if  ac- 
ceptable to  the  American  government,  to 
make  a  suitable  provision  for  the  unfortu- 
nate sufferers  on  that  occasion.  I  i^ve 
the  honour  to  be,  &c.        D.  M.  Erskine. 

Ko.  III. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States  to  the  hon, 
D,  M,  Erskine;  dated  Deportment  qf 
State,  April  llih  1809. 

Sir ;  I  have  laid  before  the  President 
your  Note,  in  which  you  have,  in  the 
name  and  by  the  order  of  his  Britannic 
majesty^  declared  that  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty is  desirous  of  making  an  honourable 
reparation  for  the  aggression  committed 
by  a  British  naval  ofticer  in  the  attack  on 
the  United  States  frigate,  the  Chesapeake ; 
that  in  addition  to  this  prompt  disavowal 
of  the  act,  his  majesty,  as  a  mark  of  his 
displeasure,  did  immediately  recal  the 
offending  ofBcer  from  an  highly  important 
and  honourable  command;  and  that  he 
is  willing  to  restore  the  men  forcibly 
taken  out  of  the  Chesapeake,  and,  if  ac- 
ceptable to  the  American  government,  to 
make  a  suitable  provision  for  the  unfor- 
tunate sufferers  on  that  occasion. — The 
government  of  the  United  States  having, 
at  all  times,  entertained  a  sincere  desire 
for  an  adjustment  of  the  differences  which 
have  so  long  and  so  unhappily  subsisted  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  the  President 
cannot  but  receive  with  pleasure,  as- 
surances that  his  BriUnnic  majesty  is 
actuated  by  the  same  disposition,  and  that 
he  is  ready,  in  conformity  to  this  dispo- 
sition, to  make  atonement  for  the  insult 
and  aggression  committed  by  one  of  «his 
naval  officers,  in  the  attack  on  the  United 
States  frigate  the  Chesapeake. — As  it  ap- 
pears at  the  same  tijine,  that  in  making  this 
offer,  his  Britanqic  majesty  derives  a  mo- 
tive from  the  equality  now  existing  in  the 
relations  of  the  United  States  with  the  two 
Belligerent  powers,  the  President  owes  it 
to  the  occasion,  and  to  himself,  to  let  it  be 
understood,  that  this  equality  is  a  result 


incident  to  a  state  of  things  growing  out 
of  distinct  considerations. — ^With  this  ex- 
planation, as  requisite  as  it  is  frank,  I 
am  authorized  to  inform  you,  that  tha 
President  accepts  the  note  delivered  ia 
the  name  and  by  the  order  of  his 
Britannic  majesty ;  and  will  consider 
the  same  with  the  engagement  there- 
in,  when  fulfilled,  >as  a  satisfaction  for 
the  insult  and  injury  of  which  he  has 
complained. — ^But  I  have  it  in  express 
charge  from  the  President  to  state,  that, 
while  he  forbears  to  insist  on  a  further 
punishment  of  the  offending  officer,  ht 
is  not  the  less  sensible  of  the  justice  ancl 
utility  of  such  an  example,  nor  the  less 
persuaded  that  it  would  best  comport  with 
what  is  due  from  his  Britannic  majesty 
to  his  own  honour.     I  have^  &c.  &c. 

R.  Smith. 

No.    IV. — Letter  from  Mr.  Erskine   to 
Mr,    Smith;    dated   IVasbington,   April 

uth  isog. 

Sir;  I  haye  the  honour  of  informing 
you,  that  his  majesty,  having  been  per- 
suaded that  the  honourable  reparation 
which  he  had  caused  to  be  tendered  for 
the  unauthorized  attack  on  the  American 
frigate  Chesapeake  would  be  accepted  by^ 
the  government  of  the  United  States  in 
the  same  spirit  of  conciliation  with  which 
it  was  proposed,  has  instructed  me  to  ex- 
press his  satisfaction  should  such  a  happy 
termination  of  that  affair  take  place,  not 
only  as  having  removed  a  painful  cause  of 
difference,  but  as  affording  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  a  complete  and  cordial  under- 
standing being  established  between  the 
two  countries.  The  favourable  change  in 
the  relations  of  his  majesty  with  the 
United  States,  which  has  been  produced 
by  the  act  (usuallv  termed  the  ^^on-inter- 
course  act)  passed  in  the  last  session  of  ^ 
congress,  was  also  anticipated  by  his  ma- 
jesty, and  has  encouraged  a  further  hope 
that  a  reconsideration  of  the  existing  differ- 
ence might  lead  to  their  satisfactory  ad» 
justment.  On  these  grounds  and  expec- 
tations I  am  instructed  to  communicate  to 
the  American  government,  his  majesty's 
determination  of  sending  to  the  United 
States  an  envoy  invested  with  full  powers 
to  conclude  a  treaty  on  all  the  points  of 
the  relations  between  the  two  countries. 
In  the  mean  time,  with  a  view  to  contri- 
bute to  the  attainment  of  so  desirable  an 
object,  his  majesty  would  be  willing  to 
withdraw  his  Orders  in  Council  of  January 
and  Novamber  1807|  so  far  as  respecu 
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the  United  States,  in  the  persuasion  that 
the  President  would  issue  a  proclamation 
for  the  renewal  of  the  intercourse  wrth 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  whatever  difRir- 
«nce  of  opinion  should  arise  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  terms  of  such  an  agree- 
ment, will  be  removed  in  the  present  nc- 
gociation.  I  have  the  honour  to  be>  &c. 
D.  M.  Ebskthb. 

Ho.  V«.^LETTBft/ropi  Mr-  SnAh  io  the  Aon. 
D.  M;.  ErMff ;  dated  P^artment  qf 
State,  nth  April  l%Oh 

Sir;  The  Note,  which  I  had  the  honour 
of  receiviHff  from  you  this  day,  I  lost  no 
time  in  laying  t)efore  the  President,  who, 
being  sincere^  desirous  of  a  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  the  differences  unhappily 
subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  has  authorized  me  to  assure 
you,  tliat  he  will  meet,  with  a  disposition 
<^rrcspondent  with  that  of  bis  Britannic 
majesty,  the  determination  of  bit  majesty 
to  send  to  the  United  States  a  special  en- 
voy, invested  with  full  powers  to  conclude 
a  treaty  on  all  the  points  of  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries.  I  am  further 
authorized  to  assure  vou,  that  in  case  his 
Britannic  majesty  should,  in  the  mean 
time,  withdraw  his  Orders  in  Council  of 
January  and  November  1807,  so  far  as 
resoects  the  United  States,  the  President 
will  not  fail  to  issue  a  proclamation,  by 
virtue  of  the  authority  and  for  the  pur- 
poses speciBed  in  the  eleventh  section  of 
the  statute  commonly  called  the  ^on-in- 
tercourse-act.  I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir,  &c.  R.  Smit^. 

Ny.  VI. — LBTTERyram  Mr.  Erskme  to  Mr. 
Smith;  dated   Washingtm,   April   l^h 

1809. 

Sir;  In  consequence  of  the  acceptance 
by  the  President,  as  stated  in  your  letter 
dated  the  18th  instant,  of  the  proposals 
made  by  me  on  the  part  of  his  majesty, 
in  my  letter  of  the  same  day,  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  intercourse  between  the  re- 
spective countries,  I  am  authorized  to  de- 
clare that  his  majesty's  Orders  in  Council 
of  January  and  November  1807,  will  have 
been  withdrawn,  so  far  as  respects  the 
United  Slates,  on  the  1 0th  day  of  June 
next.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

D.  M.  Ehskike. 

Ho,  VII. — Letteb  from  the  hm.  Robert 
Smiih  -to  the  hon.  1).  M,  Erskine ;  dated 
Dtpartnient  qf  State,  April  1 9th  1 800. 

Sir;  Having  laid  before  the  President 


your  note  of  tbis  day,  containing  an  assu- 
rance that  his  Britannic  majesty  will,  on 
the  10th  of  June  next,  have  withdrtfvm 
his  Orders  in  Council  of  January  and  No- 
vember 1807, 80  far  as  respects  the  United 
Sutes,  I  have  the  honour  of  informing 
you,  that  the  President  will  accordingly, 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  eleventh  section 
of  the  statute  commonly  called  the  Non- 
intercourse  act,  issue  a  proclamation,  so 
that  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with 
Great  Britain  may  on  the  same  day  be 
renewed,  in  the  manner  provided  in  tlia 
said  section.    I  have  the  honour  io  be.  Ice. 

R.8iiiTa. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Tuesday,  June  6. 

[FavERSHAM  Small  Debts  Bill.]  On 
the  Question  for  the  second  readin^^  of  the 
Bill  K>r  extending  the  Feversham  jurisdic- 
tion for  the  recovery  of  small  debts  to  the 
hundred,  and  constituting  the  Feversham 
jurats  judges,  in  common  with  the  hun- 
dred. 

Lord  EUenborough  stated  various  forcible 
objections  to  the  measure.  His  lordship 
said,  that  his  time  had  been  particularly 
broken  in  upon  by  applications  from  par- 
ties respecting  such  bills  as  these,  which 
were  generally  the  oftspring  of  self  in- 
terest, and  originated  with  some  attorneys, 
in  particular  neighbourhoods.  Under  the 
pretence  of  cheap  justice,  they  were  in 
their  effects  nothing  but  cheap  injustice 
to  the  country.  After  stating  many  other 
sufficient  grounds  for  rejecting  the  bill, 
his  lordihip  said,  that  he  had  come  down 
to  oppose  this  bill,  to  mark  his  disap- 
probation of  such  partial,  ineffective,  and 
too  oAen  injurious  measures.  The  ancient 
county  courts  yet  remained  open  to 
suitors  ;  and  he  was  happy  to  say,  that  a 
noble  and  learned  lord  had  an  mtention 
of  bringing  foi*ward  a  measure  which  con- 
tained no  partial  application,  but  was  di- 
'rected  to  this  subject  in  such  a  way  as  to 
embrace  the  country  at  large. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  was  glad  in  having 
the  present  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
approbation  of  the  sentiments  delivered 
by  his  noble  and  learned  friend.  He 
was  aware  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
had  bestowed  particular  and  serious  at- 
tention on  the  subject,  before  his  present 
line  of  conduct.  With  hira,  he  agreed, 
considerable  mischief  had  been  felt  by  so* 
ciety,  in  the  multiplication  of  these  acts 
of  parliament ;    they   had  been  carrie4 
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into  esecolion  by  very  improper  persons, 
and  had  a  pernicious  efiect  upon  those 
persons  themsehres ;  for  they  thereby  im- 
tnbed  itrong  notions  of  justice,  and  ¥rhen 
they  became  jurymen,  they  were  afrt, 
irom  SQcli  wrong  bias  of  mind,  to  give 
Terdicts  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of 
levimed  judges,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
established  law  of  the  country  ;  they 
were  dsodestructiye  to  the  ^ry  first  prin- 
ciples of  all  law  amongst  us,  for  they 
introduced  a  mode  of  decision,  without 
laying  down,  by  precedent,  any  known 
rule  of  conduct. 

The  Earl  of  Damky  said  a  few  words, 
expressive  of  his  opinion,  that  the  opposi- 
tion might  be  considered  hard,  as  in  a 
particular  manner  afiecting  the  present 
bill. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  had  long  witnessed^ 
with  regret,  the  increase  of  bills  of  this 
description.  The  necessity  of  some  ge- 
neral legislative  measure  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, evident ;  and  would  be  found  so 
upon  a  perusal  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  into  the  lavrs 
of  debtor  and  creditor. 

Lord  Redesdalc,  afler  supporting  the  ar- 
guments of  the  other  noble  lords  on  the 
present  question,  stated,  that  he  had  it  in 
intention  to  bring  before  their  lordships, 
in  the  next  session,  a  bill  for  carrying 
county  courts  into  full  effect  throughout 
England.  He  wished  also  to  state,  that 
be  had  two  other  bills  in  view  to  bring 
before  their  lordships  next  session.  The 
first  was  to  raise  the  sum  on  which  writs 
of  arrests  took  place,  to  an  amount  higher 
than  it  was  at  present,  which  was  ten 
pounds.  The  object  of  the  other  was  to 
endeavour  to  apply,  as  far  as  it  was  prac- 
ticable, that  principle  which  had  been 
acted  upon  in  the  laws  of  Scotland,  and 
in  the  commercial  country  of  Holland, 
to  the  insolvency  laws  of  this  land.  He 
meant  the  principle  of  Ccssio  Bonorum, 
He  could  not  state  exactly  the  mode  he 
would  pursue ;  but,  perhaps,  it  might  be, 
by  a  sort  of  perpetual  insolvency  bill, 
as  far  as  he  could  make  it  practicable. 

The  question  was  then  put,  that  this 
bill  be  read  this  day  three  months,  which 
was  agreed  to  unanimously.  The  bill  was 
consequently  lost. 

[Scotch  Judicature  Bill.]  —  The 
Lord  Chancellor  moved  the  third  readirfg 
of  the  bill  to  affi)rd  further  time,  for  the 
commissioners  to  report  upon  the  Judica- 
ture of  Scotland. 

Earl  Stanhope  spoke  at  length  upon  the 


subject,  and  entered  into  the  principfea 
and  details  of  the  proposed  measorre.    He 
complimented  his  noble  and  learned  rela* 
tive  (lord  Grenville,)— learned,  he  called 
hm,  because  be  had  studied  the  laws  of 
the  country,  and  because  be  was  ofice  in 
the  teamed  profession — ^for  hid  manly  and 
JQst  attempts  to  give  ^t  Scotdi  the  benefit 
of  Trial  by  Jury.     He  thought  k  was  Yery 
difficult  to  sbew  that  the  Scotch  people 
should  not  have  that  benefit  ^  they  were, 
in  fact,  better  educated  than  the  people  of 
this  cotmtry,  with  the  exception  of  ceitaiKi 
districts,  and  more  likely  to  be  fit,  good^ 
and  true  jurymen.    If  it  Was  argued,  tlM 
they  were  not  so  fit  to  neceire  that  blessing 
as  the  people  of  England,  that  would  not 
do,  for  the  argument  must  be  pushed  fkr-^ 
ther,  and  it  must  be  maintained  that  they 
vrere  more  unfit  than  the  people  of  England 
were  hundreds  of  years  ago  :  and  what  w^s 
the  state  of  the  people  of  England  SOOyeart 
ago  ?     Why,  their  lordships  might  ^rget 
that  about  that  time,  ih  the  reign  of  our 
Edwards,  there  was  a  particular  applica* 
tion  of  an  okl  privilege  of  ours,  he  meant 
the  benefit  of  clergy,  rather  of  a  curious  - 
sort.    The  benefit  of  clergy  was  at  first, 
intended  only  for  those  who  could  read : 
afterwards,  it    was  farther  extended    to 
other  persons  of  rank  and  situation ;    and 
it  was  then  enacted,  that  it  should  extend 
to  all  their  lordships,  to  all  peers  of  par* 
liament,  temporal  and  spiritual  too  ;  that 
is  to  say,  to  my  lords  the  bishop^,  as  well 
as  to  lay  lords.     Now,  it  was  enacted  by 
that  statute,' (of  which  he  re^d  a  quotation) 
that  any  temporal  lord,  or  any  bishop, 
guilty   of  highway  robbery,    or  house- 
breaking, or  horse-stealing,   might  plead 
the  benefit  of  clergy.     (A  laugh.)     Such 
was  the   state  of  our  tore  Fathers,     And 
yet,  at   that  time  of   ignorance,  it  wag 
not  ^bought  improper    to    entrust  com- 
mon   people    with    the     rights,     duties, 
and  privileges  of  jurymen.     And   if  we, 
in  toe  dark    days    of   ignorance,  were 
fit  to  be  so  entrusted,  couid  it  be  ar« 
gued  that  the  shrewd   and  knowing  peo« 
pie  of  Scotland  were  unfit  to  be  entrusted, 
in  this  enlightend  century,  with  a  similar 
right }     It  was    impossible    to  m  intaia 
that  argument. — His    lordship  then  en* 
tered  into  a  variety  of  modes  Hy   which 
the  desired  object    might  be    gradually' 
accomplished^  and  pointed  out  the  meani 
afibrded  by  the  difi'erence  of  special  and 
general    verdicts,  and    by   the    facilities 
that  might  be  given  to  the  court  in  fhe 
first  mstance  of  making  the  verdict  special 
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w  general.  He  Jikewise  dwelt  for  some 
lime,  with  much  ingenuity,  on  the  al- 
teration in  the  forms  upon  which  \8sues 
depended  in  cases  of  trial.  He  also  made 
many  observations  as  to  the  mode  of  de- 
ciding by  precedents.  If  for  instance 
there  were  21  precedents  ;  a  judge  must 
decide  by  considering  the  first,  second, 
and  third  precedent,  and  so  on  to  the  end 
of  the  chapter,  and  then  find  out  which 
were  the  best  precedents,  or  the  most 
numerous  ones,  in  order  to  ma^e  up  his 
principle  of  decision.  '  In  some  cases, 
as  in  the  law  about  "  powers."  he  had 
counted  about  l6iX)  precedents.  Well ; 
if  a  judge  had  to  decide  in  such  a  case, 
what  could  he  do  ?  Why,  perhaps  he 
might  be  some  ereat  legal  chymist  who 
could  speedily  decompound  and  analyze 
all  these  difierent  precedents,  and  ascer- 
tain all  their  various  qualities,  and  extract 
mil  their  particular  juices,  and  out  of  them 
all  compound  a  fine  pulp,  of  which  he 
would  make  a  most  excellent  principle  to 
guide  him  in  his  decision.  But  this  was 
not  sure  work.  He  declared  himself 
friendly  to  the  introduction  of  trial  by 
Jury  in  Scotland ;  but  unless  his  noble 
relation  had  any  thing  to  moye  imme- 
diately on  this  subject,  he  should  be 
obliged  to  gire  the  x:ommissioners  a  little 
more  time,  though  he  thought  there  was 
no  reason  for  unnecessary  delay. 

Lord  Grenvilk  reviewed  the  great  de- 
lays that  had  occurred  in  this  business, 
which  had  been  originally  proposed  by 
him  in  June,  1806,  and  which  had  been 
put  aside  on -the  change  of  administration, 
when  parliament  was  dissolved  without 
being  suifered  to  do  any  more  than  to  undo 
what  was  proposed  on  behalf  of  the  people 
of  Scotland.  That  system  of  procrastina- 
tion was  sedulously  pursued,  till  at  last  a 
commission  was  appointed,  nominated  by 
the  crown,  near  the  close  of  last  session, 
and  now,  instead  of  their  labours,  we  had 
one  report,  and  a  motion  to  give  them  ano- 
ther twelvemonth  to  consider  what  they 
would  do.  A  bill  was  brought  in,  without 
notice,  (and  he  did  not  know  of  it  till 
within  1^4  hours  of  one  of  its  most  im- 
portant stages,)  to  extend  their  time.  This 
ne  had  and  would  reprobate.  A  noble 
and  learned  lord  (Erskine),  knew  nothing 
of  it,  though  one  of  the  commission,  till  he, 
meetinghim,  told  him  of  the  circumstance. 
He  dwelt  upon  the  propriety  of  parliament 
acting  for  itself,  and  not  acting  on  the 
opinion  of  the  Scotch  judges,  who  could 
not  be  supposed  to  be  favourable  to  the 


introduction  of  a  jury,  which  was  a  species 
of  popular  controul  on  their  authopty. 
Still  he  did  not  mean  to  speak  with  dis- 
respect of  those  judges;  but  he  had  found 
that  no  man  would  deny  that  the  altera- 
tions wished  for  were  most  desirable.  The 
application  of  the  principle,  he  had  never 
denied,  involved  many  difficulties;  but 
the  question  of  form  must  be  sacrificed  to 
the  essential  merits  of'  the  measure.  He 
then,  while  he  admitted  every  thing  in 
favour  of  the  commissioners,  individually, 
condemned  them  for  their  conduct  in  some 
particulars.  There  was  one  circumstance 
most  important,  to  which  he  begged  their 
lordships  attention.  The  report  itself  ad- 
mitted the  evil ;  but  by  an  assumption  of 
the  strangest  kind,  assumed  a  power  which 
the  act  of  parliament  never  gave  them. 
The  warrant  in  the  sign  manual  he  bad 
never  seen,  but  must  suppose  it  was  word- 
ed according  to  the  act.  He  must  remark, 
that  though  the  act  passed  on  the  2d  of 
July,  yet  the  sign  manual  only  bore  the 
date  of  the  2d  of  November,  and  the  instru- 
ment was  not  received  in  Scotland  till  the 
20th  of  November ;  that  made  him  incline 
now  to  ailord  the  commissioners  farther 
time.  But  he  must  ask  the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  whose  official  situation  made 
him  particularly  looked  at  in  this  matter, 
why  that  delay  occurred  ?  The  report 
noticed  that  gross  and  scandalous  anomaly 
injudicial  proceedings  by  which  persons 
who  had  obtained  the  sentence  of  the  court 
of  session  were  yet,  before  they  could  ob- 
tain tbe  consequent  advantages,  compelled 
to  get  a  copy  of  the  sentence,  or,  as  it  was 
in  Scotland  legally  expressed,  **  an  extract 
of  the  decreet."  He  had  much  informa- 
tion on  that  point.  In  one  case,  that  copy 
cost  an  individual  1,20()/.  and  in  another 
case,  where  the  whole  property  in  question 
was  from  500/.  to  600/.  the  charge  for  such 
copy  was  above  3()0/.  Was  it  fit  that 
such  monstrous  abuses  of  courts  of  justice 
should  exist  a  moment  longer  ?  Was  it  not 
a  standing  disgrace  to  the  country,  if  we 
permitted  their  existence  a  moment  longer, 
after  the  developement  of  the  facts -by  a 
report  of  the  commissioners?  And  yet 
these  commissioners  elected  themselves 
into  a  committee  of  supply,  and  did  that 
than  which  nothing  could  be  more  uncon« 
stitutional  and  dangerous.  They  said,  that 
while  they  stated  the  evil,  they  waited  Ull 
a  compensation  was  arranged  for  the  clerks, 
and  other  persons  who  received  £tes  out 
of  these  monstrous  and  horrible  charges. 
Would  any  noble  lord  say,  that  the  com- 
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miMioners  had  any  thing  to  do  with  this 
part  of  the  subject  ?  Were  they  appointed 
to  enter  into  the  consideration,  far  less  to 
settle  the  arrangements  of  the  burthens 
that  were  to  be  borne  by  the  public  ?  No ! 
it  was  that  house^  and  the  other  house  of 
parliament  especially,  that  were  to  con- 
sider of  the  demand  of  compensation  by 
money  to  any  person  who  might  be  injured 
by  any  regulation  beneficial  to  the  com- 
munity. He  was  sure  that  no  one  would 
propose  or  support  any  thing  that  could 
go  to  destroy  the  means  of  individual  sub- 
sistence, and  to  take  from  him  that  to 
which  he  had  been  legally  accustomed  to 
look  for  his  support  or  his  comforts ;  but 
surely  their  lordships  could  not  refuse  to 
pass,  even  at  this  late  period  of  the  sessions, 
a  bill  to  remove  this  flagrant  and  crying 
evil.  He  had  drawn  up  a  bill  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  he  meant  to  offer  to  their  lord- 
ships. Suppose  any  person  placed  in  a 
situation  similar  to  those  he  had  described, 
between  the  present  time  and  that  to  which 
the  existence  of  the  commissioners  was  to 
be  protracted,  would  he  not  have  reason 
'  to  condemn  their  lordships  for  the  hard- 
ship and  injustice  he  suffered,  through  their 
lordships  supineness,  afler  the  acknow- 
ledgement contained  in  the  report  they 
had  received  ?  His  lordship  concluded, 
after  many  observations  on  the  administra- 
tion'of  justice,  and  the  abuses  that  had, 
by  length  of  time,  crept  into  it,  by  press- 
.  ing  the  importance  of  the  present  subject. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  denied  that  he  had 
any  intention  of  takmg  the  house  by  sur- 
prize' in  his  bill  to  extend  the  duration  of 
the  commissioners,  and  appealed  to  a  noble 
and  learned  lord  (lord  Erskine)  who  had 
just  come  in,  for  his  opinion  on  that  subject 
with  respect  to  his  motives.  He  felt  that 
there  were  many  difficulties  in  the  present 
question.  As  to  delay,  there  was  some 
time  required  in  Scotland  to  arrange  the 
courts  in  consequence  of  the  last  bin,  en- 
acting a  new  division  of  them ;  besides, 
there  was  a  circuit  in  Scotland  as  well  as 
here.  He  had  selected  the  commissioners 
from  the  judges  both  here  and  there,  from 
advocates,  special  pleaders,  writers  of  the 
signet,  and  others,  the  best  qualified  to 
give  advice  and  information.  He  main- 
tained there  was  na  particular  delay,  and 
asserted  his  original  opinion  that  the  first 
bill  (lord  Grenville's)  was  not  fouqded  or 
recommended  upon  sufficient  information 
respecting  the  laws  and  practice  of  the 
4;ourts  of  Scotland. 

Ifiixi  Mrikim  spokt  in  dtfence  of  the 


original  bill  of  lord  Grenville.  He  ad- 
mitted that  he  had  not  attended  the  com- 
mission, and  he  said  that  he  did  not  see 
what  great  cood  he  could  do  in  that  com* 
mission.  He  considered  the  forms  of  trial 
in  S(5otland  as  not  easily  to  be  adapted  to 
jury  trial,  and  he  thought  that  in  such  a 
case,  we  should  sacrifice  these  forms,  not- 
withstanding  their  antiquity,  to  the  great 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  trial  by 
jury,  which  he  thought  to  be  the  only  way 
in  which  his  native  country  could  experi- 
ence the  best  blessings  of  justice.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  numerous  appeals  from  Scot* 
land,  on  which  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
do  justice  in  that  house.  Indeed,  it  ^was 
almost  a  standing  disgrace  to  the  laws  and 
to  the  house.  He  cast  no  personal  reflec- 
tions. The  marvel  was,  how  the  business 
was  got  through.  When  he  had  the 
honour  for  a  short  time  to  preside  in  the 
court  of  chancery,  and  in  that  house,  he 
had  stated  that  to  be  his  opinion.  But  he 
did  hot  think  the  opinion  of  the  Scots 
judges,  on  whom  he  passed  a  high  eulo- 
gium  and  tribute  of  praise,  to  be  the  best 
^ound-workon  which  their  lordships  could 
form  their  judgments.  The  jury  were  a 
popular  controul  on  the  judge ;  and  the 
mtroduction  of  it  might  not  be  palatable. 
If  a  man  went  into  the  new  forest,  and 
called  the  animals  there  together,  and  ask- 
ed them  how  they  liked  saddles  and  bridles, 
it  was  pretty  likely  that,  if  they  had  the 
power  of  speech,  they  would  give  their 
opinion  agamst  any  such  innovation. 

Lord  Redesdale  objected  to  the  extent 
of  the  proposed  introd action  of  jury  trial 
into  Scotland .  In  some  respects  he  thought 
jury  trial  objectionable,  as  in  the  case  of 
an  action  in  a  bond^  in  which  and  in  other 
cases,  he  thought  the  law  of  Scotland  wiser 
than  our  own.  His  lordship  defended  the 
conduct  of  the  commissioners,  and' stated 
his  opinion,  that  the  original  bill  vras  in- 
troduced without  sufficient  knowledge  or 
information  respecting  the  Scots  laws.. 

The  bill  was  thep  read  a  third  time. 

Lord  Molgrave  rose,  and  intimated  hit 
wish  to  make  a  particular  communication, 
when  strangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw. 
Upon  our  return  to  the  bar. 

Lord  GrenviUe  was  addressing  the  house 
on  the  importance  and  necessity  of  the 
bill  which  he  was  about  to  propose,  for  the 
relief  of  suitors  in  the  Court  of  Session  in 
Scotland.  He  should  conduct  his  perse- 
verance in  the  measure,  agreeably  to  the 
sense  of  the  house,  manifested  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  He  concluded  by  moripg, 
that  the  bill  be  read  a  first  time. 
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Tbe  Lord  Cfumcfilor  declared  b»  con- 
sept  to  the  first  reading  of  the  bill. 
Alluding  to  an  observation  of  the  noble 
baronf  he  never  could  admit  that  lawyers 
should  have^  in  judicial  affairs^  a  greater 
«hare  in  legislation  than  othei;  peers.  But 
be  could  not  help  observing,  there  never 
was  a  lawyer  who  did  not  fancy  himself  a 
statesman,  and  there  never  was  a  statesman 
who  did  not  fancy  himself'  a  lawyer.  He 
beld  an 'Opinion  that  the  introduction  of 
Irial  by  jury>  tn  civil  cases,  would  not  sn* 
ftwer  the  expectations  of  those  who  most 
contended  for  the  measure*  It  reminded 
bim  of  a  discourse  on  the  subject,  by  two 
v^ry  learned  persons  in  the  North.  The 
one  entertained  an  opinion  hostile  to  the 
measure,  and  asked,  with  what  machinery 
ha  would  introduce  it  ?  "  Why,"  answered 
bia  friend)  **  there  is  nothing  more  easy ; 
mgke  an  act  of  parliament  for  its  introduoc 
tion/'  The  first  replied  in  bis  Northern 
dialect :  '*  My  friend,  if  an  act  of  parHftt 
ment  were  passed  to  make  us  speak  Eikg^ 
lisb,  I  believe  we  should  speak  Scotch  nolt 
withstand  ing*'' 

Lord  JkdfsdtUe  had  no  objection  to  tbe 
first  reading  of  the  bill,  but  urged  the  dift 
ficuUy  of  framing  a  measure  to  give  e&ct> 
tual  remedy. 

The  bill  was>  then  read  the  first  timeh 


BOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

7)ue$day,  June  C. 

[Spirits  Invoa'TATioN  SusrEKsioN  Biix.] 
Mr.  Foster  moved  tbe  order  of  the  day  for 
tbe  third  reading  of  this  bill,  when  cou»* 
seA  were  ordered  to  be  called  in  to  be  heard 
at  tbe  bar  acainst  its  passing  into  a  law ; 
after  I  the  bill  was  read  a  third  tine,  the 
counsel  having  then  withdrawn. 

Sir  John  Newport  rose  and  said,  for  any^ 
thing  he  knew,  if  thie  bill  were  allowed  to 
pass>  tbe  suspension  might  be  cx>niiBued 
firom  year  to  year.  It  had  beeft  said  orr- 
ginally,  that  the  Irish  distillers  were  in 
ntvour  of  the  measure;  it  could  not  be 
said  so  Dew,  when  their  couobcI  appeared 
against  it.  He  was  convinced  that  Ireland 
had  not  been  fairly. dealt  with ;  but  as.  to 
impress  such  a  convictioa  might  be  pro* 
dnctive  of  the  worst  consequences,  he 
would  not  ga  into  it,  although  he  was  cer- 
tain that  she  had  lost  more  than  she  had 
gained  by  tbe*  Act  of  Union.  Those  who 
desired  the  present  bill  to  pass,  wished  for 
a  monopoly y  and  would  the  house. accede 
te  it  ?  Asfar  as  one  individual  voice  would 
^,  he  wocdd  protest  against  it,  as  a,direct 
violation  of  the  Act  of  Unioik 


Mr.  Fos^said,  that  what  he  would  con- 
tend for  was  this,  that  the  enactments  of 
the  Act  of  Union  were  clear,  but  that  tbe 
schedule  was  confused  and  contradictory. 
The  only  way  to  prevent  a  mbconstruction 
against  Ireland,  was  to  adopt  this  bill,  as  it 
was  utterly  impossible  to  take  the  subject 
into  ample  consideration  this  session. 
.  Mr.  Grattan  allowed,  that  some  adjusts 
ment  was  necessai;y  ;  but  the  fairest  way, 
till  the  law  could  be  settled,  was  to  allow 
it  to  remain  as  it  was.  By  the  suspexision, 
a  violation  of  the  Act  of  Unio#  immediate* 
ly  took  place,  and  therefore  suspensioa 
should:  not  be  allowed,  till  the  real  spirit 
could  be  ascertained.  If  the  advantage 
was  now  in  favour  of  Ireland,  they  were 
entitled  to  it ;  but  as  Scotland  was  ooa- 
cerned,  Ireland  must  give  way.  He  con« 
eluded  by.  saying,  that  be  wouki  vote 
against  the  suspension. 

Mr.  Huichttuon  said,  that  in  two  cases 
where  questions  upon  the  Act  of  Union  bad 
been  brought  before  the'  house,  they  had 
been  carried  against  Ireland,  as  it  were, 
by  acclamation,  and  he  hoped  the  third 
would  net  share  the  same  fate.  By  the  Act 
ofi  Union,  the  Irish  distiller  had  a  right 
to  come  to  market,  by  paying  the  coui»« 
tervailing  duty,  and  if  this  measure  were 
carried,  it  would  be  putting  the  question 
at  rest  for  a  twelvemonth,  with  a  ven- 
geance. Why  they  should  be  deprived 
of  this  right  he  knew  not ;  unless  because 
it  had  been  determined  to  be  against  the 
English  market.  As  be  had  argued  the 
subject,  he  would  not  detain  the  bouse  by 
further  observatioBs,  but  wished  to  knonr 
from  a  right  hon.  gent,  opposite,  why  he 
could  not  apply  a  remedy  to  the  Scotcb 
trade,  withom  adopting  this  measure  ? 

The  Chancellor  if  the  Exchequer  regretted 
the  dtfficuHies  arising  out  of  the  measure* 
but  said  it  w^  bn possible  it  could  be  con- 
strued as  a  violation  of  the  Act  of  Union. 
The  English  and  Irish  revenue  were  both 
concerned  in  the  decis^n  of  the  qoestioo» 
and  as  he  could  throw  no  new  light  upoa 
the  subject,  it  baviae  been  already  so  fully 
discussed,  he  would  content  himself  by 
declaring  in  favour  of  the  bill. 

The  house  then  divided,  when  the  num- 
bers were 

Ayet, 74 

Noes, 13 

Majority  ----.-----  — 01 

The  bill  waa^hen  read  a  third  time  and 
pas^d 

[East  India.  Privatb  Tradb.]  Mr. 
^rindsrgm  called  the  atientioa  of  th* 
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house  to  the  state  of  the  East  India  Pri- 
vade  Trade,  and  contended  that  private 
merchants  were  very  hardly  treated  by 
the  directors  of  the  company,  who  made 
these  individuals  keep  pace  with  the  pro- 
digality with  which  the  trade  of  the  com- 
pany was  carried  on.  He  further  con- 
tended, that  the  directors  had  not  fulfilled 
certain  engagements  which  they  had  come 
under,  to  give  facility  to  the  private 
trade.  To  prove  this,  he  moved  for  se- 
veral papers  of  various  dates,  from  1797, 
to  the  present  time^  consisting  of  Calcutta 
gazette^;  memorials  to  the  directors; 
letters  of  marquis  Wellesley  ;  lord  Mel- 
▼ilJe,  &c.  &c. 

Mr,  C.  Gremt  aiBrmed,  that  every  at- 
tention had  been  paid  by  the  directors  to 
the  interest  of  the  private  merchant  that 
was  consistent  with  the  privileges  of  the 
company.  But  the  truth  was,  that  nothing 
could  satisfy  these  gentlemen  short  of 
having  the  trade  thrown  completely  open. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  production  of 
the  papers. 

Mr.  Creeoey  observed,  that  the  mercan- 
tile transactions  of  the  company  would 
come  to  be  considered  when  the  East  In- 
dia committee,  to  which  these  papers  had 
been  referred,  presented  its  Report.  But 
he  thought  the  hon.  gent,  who  introduced 
the  subject  might  have  said  something  as 
to  the  political  evils  connected  with  In- 
dia, such  as  the  seizing  of  kingdoms,  &c. 
In  his  opinion  it  was  preposterous,  after 
the  conduct  of  marquis  Wellesley  had 
been  so  pointedly  condemned  by  the  di- 
rectors, that  no  measures  had  been  taken 
to  prevent  future  governments  from  fol- 
lowing a  similar  course. 

Mr.  Dmdas  said  that  the  house  had  de- 
cided on  the  conduct  of  lord  Wellesley.  . 

Mr.  Waliace  thought  the  papers  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  P. 
Moore,  the  Speaker  stated  an  objection  to 
the  motion  m  point  of  form.  It  was 
therefore  withdrawn  for  the  present. 

[  Martinique.  ]  Mr*  Stephen  moved  (or 
a  return  of  the  troops  employed  in  the 
late  expedition  to  Martinique,  distinguish- 
ing the  black  troops  from  the  Europeans. 
The  object  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  a  Proclamation  issued  previous  to 
the  attack  upon  Martinique.  In  this  pro- 
clamation a  distinction  was  made  between 
the  people  of  colour  who  should  make  re- 
sistance, and  the  negroes  found  with  arms. 
The  latter  were,  it  appeared,  to  be  called 
before  a  military  tribunal^  and   treated 

Vol.  XIV 


much  more  severely  than  the  former. 
He  objected  to  this,  1st,  because  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  our  own  troops  in  that 
expedition  were  negroes;  Sdly;  because 
it  might  aiFord  Buonaparte  an  excuse  for 
the  savage  practices  which  he  resorted  to 
against  those  who,  out  of  loyalty  to  their 
government,  resisted  him.  He  adverted 
to  the  gallant  conduct  of  theJblack  troops 
at  the  attack  of  Martinique;  of  the 
Sajntes ;  and  on  various  other  occasions. 
He  adverted  also  to  their  importance  for 
the  defence  of  our  West  India  possessions, 
and  contended  that  the  distinction  wm« 
unjust  and  impolitic. 

Lord  Castlertagh  said,  that  this  part  of 
the  proclamation  had  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  government.  They  had  asked  for 
explanation,  and  could  do  nothing  farther 
till  that  arrived.  The  officers  were  pet- 
sons  of  known  humanity,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability could  give  an  explanation  that 
would  be  satisfactory.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  hon.  gent,  would  think  the  mo* 
tion  unnecessary  at  present. 

Colonel  DUlon  observed,  that  he  could 
not  but  wish  that  the  hon.  gent,  would 
withdraw  the  motion,  as  it  must  be  consi- 
d'ered  as  a  slur  upon  our  commander,  who 
had  lately  made  so  important  an  atchieve- 
ment ;  that  to  circumscribe  the  power  of 
a  general  in  issuing  .a  proclamation,  was  a 
novel  and  a  bad  precedent ;  and  that  the 
commanders,  in  his  opinion,  were  per- 
fectly justified  in  the  proclamation  they 
had  issued,  from  the  dreadful  example  of 
the  negroes  interfering  in  the  warfare  in 
St.  Domingo.  The  horrors  they  had  com- 
mitted there  justified  the  commanders  in 
taking  ^yery  precautionary  step  of  intimi- 
dation ;  and  the  event  proved  they  wer« 
right,  for  the  white  population  received 
them  with  open  arms,  and  the  negroes 
were  neutral.  As  to  the  black  corps,  the 
hon.  gent,  rated  them  too  highly,  when 
he  compared  them  to  British  troops. 

Mr.  Barkam  recommended  caution  in 
the  employment  of  black  troops.  If  they 
revolted  in  the  large  islands  and  joined 
the  disafiected,  in  Jamaica  for  instance, 
we  might  find  it  difficult  to  conquer  them. 
Buonaparte  had  conquered  Europe,  but 
could  not  conquer  St.  Domingo. 

Mr.  C  H.  Hutchinson  approved  of  the 
principle  on  which  the  present  motion 
was  founded,  but  was  very  much  afraid, 
that  when  we  acted  as  conquerors,  we  did, 
like  others,  all  we  could  do  to  maintain 
and  to  secure  our  conquests.  He  con- 
demned the  too.  general  practiAC  of  aboi* 

3M 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SOO] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Jume  6,  1809 Mr.  Ciawn's  Reform  BUI. 


[900 


'ng  indecently  foreign  powers,  while  our 
enemies,  for  resorting  to  those  means  of 
conquest  to  which  we  ourselves  were  in 
some  instances  necessarily  and  avowedly 
indebted.  'He  was  glad  that  the  noble 
viscount  (Castlereagh)  had  not,  in  the 
name  of  the  govermiicnt,  approved' of  the 
proclamation  alluded  to  by  the  honour- 
able mover. 

Mr.  Stephen  then  consented  to  with- 
draw his  motion  for  the  present. 

[Mr.  CuuwCn's  Reform  Bill.J— -The 
house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on 
ike  Seats  in  Parliament  Sale  Bill. 

The  Chancellor  qfilw  Exchequer  rose  to 
move  an  amendment  in  the  clause  re- 
specting the  giving  of  money  or  offices 
for  the  procuring  of  seats  in  parliament. 
^8  to  the  first  part,  which  related  to  mo- 
ney being  given  for  seats,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  wording  of  the  clause  which 
mentioned  *'  any  contract  or  agreement, 
express  or  implied,  to  pay  money."  He 
did  not  object  to  that,  because  it  was  a 
thing  which  was  not  d.fficult  to  be  ascer- 
tained. He  objected,  howtvcr,  to  the 
words  "  express  or  implied,"  as  relating 
to  the  grant  of  offices  ;  and  the  reason 
he  objected  to  it  was,  the  great  difficulty 
of  ascertaining  what  should  be  considered 
an  implied  agreement.  As  to  the  offices, 
Ihf}'  must  necessarily  be  granted  to  some- 
body or  other,  €>r  the  business  of  the  state* 
could  Hot  go  on.  If,  then,  any  of  those 
offices  were  given  to  a  person  who  had 
be^n  useful,  or  who  might  hereafter  be 
■useful  ift  an  election,  a  jury  would  be 
puzzled  when  to  pronounce  that  it  was  an 
implied  agreement,  or  that  it  was  not. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  %  very 
stron^^  ground  of  diflerence,  that  offices 
must  be  given  to  somebod}^  and  therefore 
might  honestly  and  pvoperjy  be  given  to 
persons  who  were  electors,  whereas  money 
gi^en,  or  promised  to  be  given,  from  the 
pocket  of  the  candidate,  could  hardly  be 
conceived  to  be  given  with  any  other 
idea  than  that  of  obtaining  a  corrupt  in- 
fluence. He  had  objected,  at  first,  to 
that  part  which  not  only  vacated  the  seat 
of  a  member,  but  exposed  hira  to  a  trial 
for  a  misdemeanor;  as  he  conceived,  that 
if  the  misdemeanor  was  proved  before  a 
court  or  a  jury,  the  verdict  would,  in 
fkct,  determine  the  seat.  He  had  waved, 
however,  his  objections  on  this  head ; 
but  when  it  was  considered  what  very 
severe  punishments  attached  by  this  bill 
to  every  person  convicted  of  giving  or 
receiving  those   improper  considerations, 


(the  member  elected  was  immediately  Uk 
vacate  his  seat,  and  be  subject  to  a  penalty) 
he  thought  in  a  law  so  penalj  the  offence^ 
at  least,  should  be  perfectly  defined.  He 
thought  that  as  to  giving  money,  tkat 
could  bs  so  easily  brought  to  proof,  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  clause  as  it 
originally  stood  ;  but  as  far  as  respected 
offices,  for  the  reasons  he  had  already  given^ 
he  could  not  agree  to  it.  He  concluded 
by  moving  an  amendment,  which  was 
in  substance,  that  the  words  "  or  implied" 
should  be  left  out  in  thai  part  whiek 
related  to  giving  offices. 

Mr.  Ticrney  could  not  perceive  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  distinction  between  the* 
giving  money  and  the  giving  an  office 
for  the  sdme  object.  If  the  clause  were 
to  be  amended  in  the  manner  proposed 
by  the  right  hon.  gent,  the  public  would 
suppose  that. the  hquse  was  much  more 
anxious  to  protect  the  power  of  giving 
offices  for  seats  in  parliament,  than  o£ 
giving  money.  At  present  the  house 
were  only  sitting  in  committee  to  make 
the  bill  as  unobjectionable  as  possible^ 
and  it  was  well  understood  that  after  it 
had  gone  through  the  committee,,  there 
woula  be  a  serious  opposition  to  it  upon 
the  report.  Now  he,  for  his  part,  al- 
though very  anxious  that  the  bill  should 
pass,  would  really  not  know  how  to  de- 
fend it  when  it  came  under  discussion,  if 
this  most  important  clause  were  ahered 
in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  gent.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Treasury  were  to  be  pn^ 
tected  at  all  events.  He  thought  that 
the  words  used  in  another  act  of  parlia- 
ment, "  for  his  own  profit,  benefit,  proi-^ 
motion,  or  preferment, '  would  do  well 
enough  in  the  present  instance.  He  did- 
not  think  the  words  '^  expressed  or  im- 
plied" were  so  necessary  as  they  a^ 
peared  to  some  gentlemen  He  should 
rather  have  them  left  out  in  both  cases 
than  applied  to  one,  and  not  to  the  other. 

The  Cftmicellor  of  the  Exehtqwcr  said,, 
that  he, -on  the  contrary,  would  rather 
that  they  should  be  applied  to  both  cases^ 
and  that  the  original  clause  should  stand, 
than  that  those  words  should  be  entirely 
left  out.  He  again  called  the  attention  ef 
the  committee  to  the  very  heavy  punish* 
ments  which  this  bill  inflicted  on  tke 
givers  and  receiver*  of  money  or  offices  ; 
and  for  the  reasons  he  had  before  givei^ 
had  no  objection  to  the  penalties  attaching 
whei;e  it  could  be  proved  that  there  was 
any  specific  agreement  to  give  an  often 
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for  4be  porpooe  of  obtaining  a  seat ;  but 
he  tbougbt  it  too  much  that  a  very  severe 
penalty  should  attach  on  naerely  ao  im- 
plied contract.  It  was  hard  to  say  what 
■light  circumstances  might  induce  a  jury 
to  beliere  that  a  contract  was  implied^ 
whenever  an  office  was  given  to  any  person 
who  was  «n  elector.  The  giving  money 
to  an  elector  was,  however,  a  very  diffe-^ 
rent  thing;  and  the  motive  ceuld  not 
be  so  easily  misunderstood. 

Mr.  Tiim^  expressed  his  astonishment 
that  the  right  hon.  gent,  could  suppose 
that  a  jury  could  imply  any  corrupt  mo- 
tive,  where  none  existed,  when  it  was  so 
wall  known  to  be  the  duty  of  a  jury  to 
Ascertain^  by  evidence,  what  was  right 
and  what  was  wrong.  He  was  still  sa- 
tisfied there  was  no  necessity  for  sepa- 
rating the  provisions  as  to  money  from 
those  as  to  offices. 

The  Ckancelhr  qftbe  Exchequer  said,  that 
.  the  only  person  to  be  turned  out  of  parlia- 
iBcnt  was  the  person  who  had  purchased 
the  seat ;  he  who  had  given  it  was  liable 
to  a  penalty  of  500/. 

Mr.  Foiucnby  objected  to  the  right  hon. 
^ent«'s  proposition  upon  another  principle  ; 
be  obyetced  to  the  distinqtion  which  it 
went  to  draw  between  an  express  and  an 
implied  contract,  the  eHect  of  which 
would  be  to  render  the  provisions  •f  the 
bill  a  mere  delusion.  The  right  hon. 
^getA/B  proposition  denied  any  jurisdiction 
to  a  committee  or  a  court  of  law,  unless 
«&  actual  eicpress  corrupt  agreement  could 
be  proved  ;  so  that  let  the  inference  of 
flttch  corruption  be  ever  so  strongly  estab- 
lished, and  the  minds  of  the  judge  and 
jury  ever  so  completely  satisfied  of  the 
oflence,  it  could  not  be  punished.  This 
iie  thought  highly  objectionable.  With 
respect  to  the  penalty  of  i  or  5001,  he 
did  not  think  that  the  house  would  do 
its  duty  if  it  did  laot  make  the  offence  a 
OBUsdemeanour. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  observation  jos^t  made  shewed 
him  the  necessity  of  the  clause.  It  had 
been  stated^  that  in  consequence  of  his 
proposition,  a  jury  would  be  obliged  to  ac- 
quity  unless  evidence  of  an  express  con- 
tract or  agreement  could  be  adduced. 
This,  he  was  of  opinion,  ought  to  be  the 
case.  It  was  actually  necessary  to  make 
.sock  a  provision,  unless  they  wished  to 
prevent  the  giving  of  offices  to  relations  or 
friends.  Somebody  should  be  appointed 
to  office  it  is  true,  but  then  it  would  be 
ftaqaked  why  wu  A.  preferred  to  B.? 


and  it  would  be  difficult  to  explain  that, 
unless  by  following  up  the  qualification 
that  led  to  the  preference,      h  was  to  , 
guard  against  charges  of  this  nature  that 
he  had  suggested  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Tiemcy  said,  that  if  they  deter- 
mined that  an  express  agreement  should 
be  proved,  no  Treasury  would  be  absurd 
enough  to  come  to  an  express  agreement ; 
so  thai  the  evil  would  not  be  remedied. 
It  was  calculated  to  screen  the  Treasury. 
The  right,  hon.  gentlrraan  was  willing  to 
adopt  the  words,  as  applied  to  money  ;  but 
he  (Mr.  T.)  was  desirous  to  extend  them 
to  offices  also,  as  he  did  not  see  any  rea- 
son for  the  exception. 
.  Lord  7f.  P€U^f  said,  that  if  one  course 
was  to  be  forbidden,  and  another  per- 
mitted, they  might  depend  upon  it  the 
course  permitted  would  be  the  one  adopt- 
ed. Every  cue  of  the  corrupt  transactions 
that  had  been  performed  were  without 
any  express  agreement,  and  they  would 
still  continue  to  be  transacted  in  the 
same  way.  If  a  jury  was  not  compe- 
tent to  decide  upon  a  question  of  implica- 
tion, what  would  become  of  the  adminfstra- 
tion  of  law  in  tl>e  country?  An  implied 
aereemeat,  he  contend e^d,  was  as  capable 
of  proof  as  an  express  one. 

Mr.  C  W^/rm  said,  it  was  well  known 
that  many  voters,  though  they  received 
nothing  for  their  actual  votes,  obtained 
five  guineas  for  shaving  the  member,  or 
some  such  Act.  He  objected  that  there 
was  no  proyision  made  for  the  punishment 
*of  a  person  who  purchased  a  seat  for  ano- 
ther, without  any  emolument  to  him- 
self. 

Mr.  Docks  Giddy  did  not  disapprove  of 
the  honourable  and  legitimate  application 
of  money  to  procure  seats  ;  but  corrup- 
tion he  disapproved  of  as  much  as  any 
maor  If  that  species  of  influence  was 
excluded,  another  would  be  substituted  in 
its  place,  perhaps  not  more  advantageous 
to  the  country.  They  who  promised  to 
take  off  taxes ;  they  who  resorted  to  large 
professions,  and  the  arts  of  popular  elo- 
quence, would  succeed,  if  the  influence  of 
property  were  destroyed.  lie  had  no 
hesitation  in  stating,  in  his  place,  that  if 
the  government  was  what  many  gentle- 
men contended  for,  in  theory,  it  would  be 
the  most  impracticable  form  that  ever  was 
attempted.  If  mankind  were  so  formed 
as  to  be  adapted  to  it,  they  would  require 
BO  goverament  at  all.  Without  a  system 
of  influence,  no  government  •ould  exist. 
There  wai?  a  distinction  between  public 
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and  private  questions,  which  rendered  a 
jury  far  more  competent  to  decide  in  the 
iattpr  than  in  the  former  case.  Their 
passions  and  prejudices  were  not  called 
into  action  to  the  same  degree.  He  con- 
cluded with  inculcating  the  necessity  of 
distinguishing  between  corruption  and  in- 
fluence. 

Sir  Tftomas  Turton  did  not  understand 
the  meaning  of  an  honourable  and  legiti- 
mate applicatio'n  of  money  to  procure  seats 
in  parliament.  With  respect  to  the  imrae^ 
diate  question,  he  saw  no  inconvenience 
that  could  result  from  committing  the 
question  of  implication  to  a  jury.  He 
thought  there  were  too  many  words  about 
the  bill,  and  wished  to  see  it  include  every 
description  of  undue  influence. 

Mr.  Adam  thought  the  bill  in  its  origi- 
nal state  better  than  at  that  moment. 
They  ought  to  leave  the  operation  of  the 
law  on  the  word  "  agreement,"  which  was 
perfectly  understood,  whether  tried  by  a 
Committee  of  that  house  or  by  a  jvy. 

Mr.  Curwen  said,  he  would  wish  to 
leave  out  both  the  words  "  express"  and 
"  implied." 

Sir  J.  Anetrutker  thought  this  clause  was 
meeting  an  evil  in  the  way  in  which  it  did 
not  exist.  If  they  added  to  the  penalty 
by  making  it  heavier,  or  by  making  it  a 
forfeiture  of  the  office,  he  thouirht  it  would 
do. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
leaving  out  the  words  *'  express,"  or  "  im- 
plied," might  reliere  the  debate  on  that 
clause;  but  he  must  insist  on  the  word 
^*  express"  being  in  the  other  clause 
respectiiig  offices. 

Mr.  Curwm  moved  at  an  aiQendoient, 
That  the  member  proved  guilty  of  cor- 
ruptly procuring  his  election,  should  not 
only  be  disqualified  from  sitting  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  particular  place  where  the  act 
was  committed,  but  that  he  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  whole  of  that  parliament. 

After  a  discussion  of  considerable  length, 
in  which  the  amendment  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Tiemey,  Wynne,  Whitbread, 
lird  Porchester,  Mr.  Lyttleton,  Mr. 
Adam,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and  Lord  H.  Petty, 
and  opposed  bv  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  the  Soli- 
citor General,  and  Mr.  Abbot,  a  division 
took  place.  For  the  amendment  60 ; 
Againstit  8>1;  Majority  21. 

On  the  clause  respecting  the  Oath, 

Mr.  Tiemey  expressed  his  opinion  that 
some  oath  was  necessary «  but  objected  to 
the  original  oath  in  the  bili  as  being  too  ab- 


stract, and  not  going  into  detail.  He  then 
proposed  an  amendment,  an  oath,  specify- 
ing more  particularly  the  abjurations. 

The  Chancellor  (fthe  Exchequer  contend* 
ed  that  all  the  objections  to  which  th« 
former  oath  was  liablCi  weighed  equally 
against  the  one  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Tiemey  deniea  that  this  oath  would 
be  conscientiously  taken  by  any  one  who 
had  contracted  for  his  seat. 

Mr.  PoMonby  defended  the  amended 
oath,  and  remarked  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  R'cchequer,  though  he  blamed  all 
other  oaths,  proposed  none  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Curwen  argued  in  favour  of  some 
oath,  but  still  thought,,  even  if  the  oath 
was  left  out,  that  by  this  measure  a  seed 
was  sown,  whose  beneficial  fruits  would  be 
extensive. 

Mr.  WUhtfforce  contended  for  the  neces* 
sity  of  an  oath,  but  did  not  wish  one  to  be 
included  in  the  bill,  unless  the  penalties  of 
perjury  were  attached  to  it. 

Mr.  Tiemey  had  no  objection  thsktthe 
penalties  of  perjury  should  be  attached  to 
the  oath.  The  only  reason  why  he  did 
not  introduce  them  was,  that,  in  examining 
the  statute  book,  he  could  not  observe 
them  included  in  any  oath  which  went 
into  detail. 

Lord  Milim  supported  the  neces^y  of 
an  oath,  and  the  propriety  of  attaching 
penalties  to  it.  He  thought  the  amended 
oath  proposed  ^  much  less  applicable  than 
the  original  one. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  contended  for  the  • 
original  oath ;  he  denied  that  the  amended 
oath  could  be  taken  by  any  member,  be- 
cause it  made  a  man  swear  that  he- had  not 
been  returned  by  the  ez^ienditure  of  any 
sum  of  money;  this  was  impossible,  b^ 
cause  legal  expences  might  be  included 
under  it.  He  did  not  think  the  penalties 
of  perjury  should  now,  for  the  first  time^ 
be  introduced  into  an  oath  of  detail. 

Mr.  Rose  asked  what  situation  a  mem- 
ber would  be  in,  who,  after  he  had  taken 
the  oath,  should  be  declared  to  have  been 
guilty  of  bribery  by  a  committee  of  the 
house  ?  Would  not  this  go  a  greslt  way  to 
convict  him  of  perjury  ? 

Sir  T.  TWfon  said,  that  the  people  of 
England^  would  think  the  person  who 
could  not  take  this  oath  guilty  of  bribery; 
and  that  the  legal  expenses  between  which 
and  bribery  the  rieht  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Canning)  could  not  distinguish,  were  such 
as  a  man  might  be  arrested  for  if  he  did 
not  p^y. 

Mr.*  Xosc  said,  that  if  the  hon.  barooa^ 
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were  to  open  all  the  houses  in  the  Borough, 
he  might  be  arrested  for  the  reckonings. 

Sir  T,  Turton  said  he  had  never  done  so^ 
mnd  should  not,  although  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  set  him  the  example  (Hear, 
hear  !). 

The  Speaker  said,  he  had  stated,  when  he 
was  indulged  with  the  hearing  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  a  fortner  occasion,  his  wish  for 
a  proper  oath,  and  his  coincidence  in  the 
opinion  of  sir  William  Blackstone;  but 
he,  at  the  same  time,  stated,  that  the  oath 
was  not  indispensable,  and,  if  there  was 
much  diversity  of  opinion  on  the  subject, 
it  would  be  better  not  to  insist  upon  it.  It 
was  of  so  much  importance  to  obtain  the 
recognition  of  the  house  to  a  bill  with  the 
principles  of  the  present,  that  he  should  be 
sorry  to  lay  this,  or  any  other  difficulty  in 
the  way  that  might  endanger  its  passage 
through  the  bouse. 

Mr.  i/.  Thornton  thought,  that  if  the 
words  "  contrary  to  the  meaning  of  this 
act,"  were  inserted,  and  the  penalties  of 
perjury  forborn,  the  objections  to  the  oath 
would  be  removed. 

Sir  T.  Thrton  begged  to  state  an  amend- 
ment he  should  propose  when  the  present 
was  disposed  of,  to  the  effect  that  the  mem- 
ber had  not,  nor  had  any  person  for  him 
purchased  his  seat. 

Lord  Porchester  objected  to  any  oath  re« 
ferential  to  an  act  of  parliament. 

The  house  was  then  cleared  for  a  divi- 
sion ;  but  no  division  took  place,  and  the 
Committee  reported  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again  the  next  day. 

Adjourned  at  four  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
mornings. 


HOUSE   OF   LOKDS.      - 

Wednesday,  Jrnit  7. 

[War  Taxes  Extenston  Bill.]  Upon 
the  question  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill  for  charging  the  Loan  for  the  service 
of  the  year,  and  the  amount  of  Exchequer 
Bills,  ninded  in  the  present  session  of  par- 
liament, upon  the  Duties  granted  to  his 
majesty  during  the  War, 

Lord  Viscount  Sidmaitth  rose  to  make 
some  observations,  which,  from  a  regard 
to  the  convenience  of  others,  he  had  re- 
luctantly deferred  till  the  present  stage  of 
the  bill. — It  had  indeed,  he  said,  been 
.painful  to  him  to  refrain  so  long  from  ex- 
pressing the  feelings  of  astonishment  and 
alarm  with  which  he  contemplated  the 
enormous  amount  of  our  expenditure,  and 
the  delusive  and  improvident  means  by 
t 


which  it  was  to  be-  defravod.  The 
amount,  exceeding  by  about  five  millions 
that  of  the  last  year,  and  by  more  than 
nine  millions  that  of  the  year  1S07,  far 
surpassed  whatever  the  exaggerations  of 
the  timid,  or  the  factious,  had  at  any 
period  foreboded  \  and  the  means  of  de- 
fraying it  by  taking  one  million  from  the 
war  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
interest  of  the  loan,  were  directly  at  va- 
riance with  the  system  of  financial  policy 
adopted  by  parliament  at  the  renewal  of 
the  war,  and  most  injurious  in  their  ten- 
dency to  the  future  prospects  of  the 
country. — ^The  contest^  in  which  we  were 
engaged,  was  evidently  one  of  indefinite 
duration.  To  this  view  of  it,  founded  on 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  took 
place,  and  on  the  boundless  ambition,  and 
known  character  of  the  ruler  of  France,  he 
had  endeaveured  in  the  years  1803  and 
1 804,  to  adapt  our  expenditure,  and  the 
system  by  which  it  was  to  be  pravided 
for.  The  former,  though  complained  of 
at  the  time,  as  being  restricted  within  the 
limits  of  a  too  rigid  oeconomy,  had  never- 
theless been  found  fully  sufficient,  not  only 
for  the  purpose  of  complete  domestic  secu- 
rity, but  for  more  extensive  foreign  con- 
quests than  had  ever  been  made  in  the 
first  year  of  any  former  war :  and  the  lat- 
ter, the  objects  of  which  were  to  prevent, 
by  the  operation  of  the  sinking  fund,  com- 
bined with  the  imposition  of  war  taxes  to 
an  unexampled  amount,  ahy  considerable 
addition  to  the  public  debt,  or  permanent 
taxes,  was  carried  into  immediate  effect 
by  the  firmness  of  parliament,  seconded 
by  the  ardent  zeal  and  fortitude  of  the 
people.  The  conviction  had  become  uni- 
versal, that  the  renewal  of  war  was  solely 
occasioned  by  the  restless  and  insatiable 
ambition  of  the  enemy,  and  accordingly 
the  truth  of  what  was  said  by  Mr.  Burke, 
that  the  pecuniary  means  of  a  country, 
which  were  accessible  by  taxation,  con- 
sisted not  merely  of  what  it  possessed,  bnt 
of  what  it  would  consent  to  pay,  was  never 
more  completely  illustratea  than  at  that 
memorable  period.  War  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  upwards  of  twelve  millions, 
were  imposed  by  parliament  witk  little,  or 
no  opposition  in  either  house,  and  submit* 
ted  to  without  complaint  by  the  people ; 
although  an  addition  of  near  one  hundred 
millions  to  the  public  debt,  and  of  near 
five  millions  to  the  permanent  taxes  had 
been  made  in  the  year  )S02,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  funding  the  sum,  for  which  the 
mcome  tax  had  been  mort|aged,  and  ef 
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wmding  tip  the  tirrears^  of  the  war.  That 
this  system  was  emintntly  successful,  was 
nanifest  from  the  fact,  that,  with  a  loan 
of  ten  millions  only,  the  provision  for  the 
first  year  of  the  war  proved  not  only  ade- 
'^uate  to  its  expenditure,  but,  as  appeared 
from  a  resolution  passed  by  the  house  of 
commons  after  he  had  quitted  office,  to  be 
also  sufficient,  (supposing  the  war  had  then 
terminated,)  to  liquidate  the  whole  of  the 
fended  and  unfunded  debt  incurred  during 
that  yfear,  and  to  leave  a  surplus  of  up- 
wards of  two  millions  to  the  disposal  of 
parliament.*-— —In  the  subsequent  year 
(ISO'l')  the  loan  was  for  no  more  than  ten 
nkillions:  but  as.  an  increase  of  expence 
had  taken  place,  he  had  proposed,  and  par- 
liament had  adopted,  the  measure,  of 
adding  one  million  to  the  war  taxes ;  k 
measure  directly  opposite  to  that  of  the 
present  year,  by  which,  even  under  the 
pressure  of  increased  expenditure,  one 
millioa  was  to  be  withdrawn  from  that 
fond.  The  great  object  he  had  in  view, 
was  to  arrive  at  the  point  where  the  lura 
borrowed^  would  be  balanced  by  the  sum 
to  be  redeemed  in-  the  same  year;  after 
which,  if  there  was  no  additional  expen- 
diture, t^  public  service  would  be  carried 
on  with  a  diminishing,  instead  of  an  en- 
creasil^  debt.  It  was  however  at  that 
time,  and  continued  to  be  his  decided  opi- 
nion, that,  if  an  addition  to  the  expendi- 
ture became  necessary,  it  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  an  addition  to  the  revenue, 
so  that  the  great  object  of  preventing  a 
permanent  accumulation  of  debt  might 
be  effectually  accomplidied.  He  acknow- 
ledged it  to  be  also  his  opinion,  that,  when 
the  sum  borrawed  could  by  the  amount 
#f  war  taxes,  be  brought  within  the  limits 
of  the  8«tm  redeemed  ,it  wouki  be  warrant- 
able and  wise  to  leave  the  interest  of  the 
Mm  annually  paid  off  to  the  disposal  of 
parliament.  This  would  nearly  fix  the 
limits  of  taxation  during  war,  as  no  more 
would  be  required  from  that  source,  than 
the  oomparatirely  small  charge,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  1792,  of  one  per 
cent,  on  the  loan  for  the  service  of  the 
year.  Thus  would  the  people  find  an  im- 
mediate reward  for  their  privations  and 
sacrifices,  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
important  object,  of  having  enabled  th^ 
country  to  maintain  the  great  contest  in 
which  it  was  engaged,  with  a  dimioisbing 
debt,«Bd  with  little  or  no  addition  to  the 
pobiic  burthens^ 

lite  arrival  however  at  this  splendid  and 
iapref  naUe  sitvatiott  of  fioaiKial  security. 


which  he  was  fiimly  convinced  might  hava 
been  attained,  had,  to  say  the  least,  been 
unfortunately  retarded  by  the  great  in- 
crease of  expenditure,  which  took  place 
afler  the  period,  to  which  he  had  particu- 
larly referred.  The  amount  of  the  loan 
for  the  year  1805  was  twenty  millions,  and 
the  addition  made  at  that  time  to  the  war 
taxes,  consisted  of  \\  per  cent,  on  the 
property  tax,  which  addition  was  not  taken 
at  more  than  1,140,(XX)/.  This  provision 
was  so  inadequate  to  the  increase  of  the 
expenditure,  that  the  noble  lords  who  suc- 
ceeded to  the  offices  of  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, in  1806,  had  the  wisdom  and  forti- 
tude to  propose  an  immediate  addition  to 
the  war  taxes  ef  near  six  millions ;  but, 
after  having  successfully  laboured  to  re- 
duce the  public  expenses,  (and  those  who 
know  the  difference  between  prevention 
and  retrenchment  would  not  be  surprised 
that  the  reduction  was  not  greater,  they 
found  the  amount  still  so  large,  and  the 
pressure  of  taxes  recently  impoied  so  bur- 
thensome,  as  to  afford  them  no  hope  of 
carrying  into  full  efiect  tlie  system,  which 
had  been  adopted  at  the  commeno^nent 
of  the  war.  The  plan  however  to  which 
they  had  recourse,  appeared  to  be  the  best 
that  circumstances  would  admit  of,  and  it 
was  marked  by  the  deckled  approbation 
of  parliament  and  the  public.  According 
to  this  plan  the  expenditure  of  each  year> 
exclusive  of  subsidies,  being  estimated  at 
thirty  two  miUioDa,  beyond  the  forplut  of 
the  consolidated  fund,  and  the  produce  of 
the  annual  taxes,  the  war  taxes,  which 
were  computed  at  twenty  one  milljooa, 
were  to  supply  not  only  the  interest,  but 
a  sinking  fund,  for  the  lean  of  each  year, 
the  capital  of  which  would,  at  any  proba- 
ble price  of  stocks,  be  redeemed  within 
fourteen  years.  Without  entering  fiirther 
into  the  particulars  of  this  plan,  he  would 
observe,  that  it  contained  principles  of  the 
utmost  importance,  of  which  the  project 
of  the  present  year  was  wholly  destitute ; 
he  meant  those  of  redemption,  renovation, 
and  permanency :  that  it  was  founded 
upon  a  correct  view  oi  the  nature  of  the 
contest  in  which '  we  were  engaged,  as  it 
derived  from  the  concurrent  aid  of  the 
sinking  fund,  and  the  war  taxes,  the  means 
of  carrying  it  on  for  an  indefinite  period, 
upon  the  scale  of  expenae  that  had  been 
stated,  without  any  permanent  increaae  of 
debt,  or  any  immediate  addition  to  the 
permanent  taxes  and  with  acomf^atively 
small  addition  to  them  at  a  future  period : 
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and  that  the  conduct  of  those  by  whom  it 
had  been  brought  forward  aflbrded  a 
striking  and  creditable  contra&t  to  that  of 
his  majesty's  present  miQisters,  inasmuch 
as  the  former  had  considerably  diminished 
the  public  expenditure,  and  increased  the 
income,  and  the  latter  had  diminished  the 
income,  and  enormously  increased  the  ex- 
penditure. He  must  also  observe,  that  by 
the  transfer  of  war  taxes  from  their  destined 
purpose  to  that  of  defraying  the  interest 
of  the  Joan,  the  people  were  deluded  into 
a  disregard  of  a  profuse  expenditure  by  the 
appearance  of  being  spared  the  pressure 
of  additional  burthens;  whereas  the  effect 
of  -the  ti'ansfer  was  to  render  those  per- 
petual, which  would  otherwise  haveceased 
with  the  war,  and  to  create  the  necessity 
of  borrowing  an  additional  million,  the  in* 
terest  of  which  must  be  provided  for  by 
fresh  taxes.  To  parliament  the  measure 
could  not  be  deemed  respectful^  inasmuch 
zs,  without  an  alledged  necessity,  it  was 
a  departure  from  a  system  wbich  the 
legislature  had  deliberately  sanctioned,  and 
approved ;  to  the  country  it  was  degrading, 
as  it  either  called  in  question  its  means 
and  resources,  or  the  good  sense,  the  spirit, 
aad  firmness  of  the  people;  but  above  all, 
it  was  most  mischievous  in  its  tendency,  as 
it  could  not  fail  to  animate  the  hopes,  and 
encourage  the  perseverance  of  the  enemy, 
to  whom  it  would  be  obvious  that  such  a 
spendthrift  policy  must  necessarily  tend  to 
lirait  the  duration  of  our  exertions;  and 
that,  although  our  fleets  and  armies  should 
be  every  where  triumphant,  all  their 
▼ictories  might  he  ultimately  unavailing, 
and  compromise  and  submission  rendered 
unavoidable,  by  the  prodigality  and  im- 
providence of  our  government.  This,  he 
trusted,  would  never  be  out*  condition ; 
but  to  avert  such  a  state  of  calamity,  and 
disgrace,  it  was  necessarv  that  the  vigi- 
lance of  parliament  should  be  roused,  and 
its  authority  exerted.  Some  of  their  lord- 
ships might  not  perhaps  have  fully  ascer- 
tained the  advantageous  effects  of  that 
system,,  which  was  now  for  the  first  time 
invaded:  they  might  not  be  aware,  that 
the  war  taxes  had  not  only  occasioned  the 
faciliti^  in  all  money  transactions,  which 
the  state  of  public  credit  (as  far  as  it  was  be- 
nefited by  the  comparatively  small  amount 
of  our  loans)  could  not  tail  to  produce,  but 
that  since  the  renewal  of  the  war,  they  had, 
upon  the  lowest  computation,  prevented 
an  addition  of  ipore  than  two  hundred 
millions  of  debt,  and  of  nem'  ten  millicai 
«f  permanent  taxfis.-.-Thia  wm  the  syflt«n 


in  which  a  breach  had  been  improvidently 
made;  he  trusted  it  would  be  repaired ; 
or  at  least  that  the  attention  of  parliament 
and  the  public  being  awakened,  thb  delu- 
sive, weak,  and  ruinous  expedient  would 
not  be  repeated.  He  wished  not  to  check 
or  discourage  exertion :  but  he  was  anxious 
to  see  oeconomy  go  hand  in  hand  with 
vigour,  and  our  income  and  expenditure 
brought  as  nearly  as  possible  to  a  level 
with  each  other. — His  lordship  concluded 
by  saying  that  in  thus  delivering  his  scuti^ 
ments,  he  had  discharged  an  indisp^ensa^ 
ble  duty  not  only  to  his  country,  but  to 
himself;  as  his  silence  might  have  been 
misconstrued  into  an  acquiescence  in  n 
measure,  utterly  inconsistent  with  a  just 
view  of  our  actual  situation,  and  of  tha 
nature  of  the  present  contest,,  and  directly 
adverse  to  opinions,  which  he  had  always 
entertained,  and  upon  which  he  had  con- 
stantly acted.  If  persisted  in,  it  bad  an 
obvious  tendency  to  lay  us  at  the  feet  of 
the  enemy ;  although,  humanly  speaking, 
the  means  and  resources  we  possessed, 
were,  if  wisely  applied,  fully  sufficient  to 
frustrate  all  his  projects  for  our  destruction, 
and  to  conduct  us  through  the  struggle,  not 
only  with  security  to  our  independence^ 
but  with  increased  glory,  and  augmentett 
power.  To  a  measure  of  such  a  descrip- 
tion he  could  not  but  express  his  decided, 
and  unqualified  dissent. 

The  Earl  of  Livei-pool  contended  that 
the  noble  vitfcount  was  in  error,  in  sup- 
posing that  the  annual  expenditure  daring 
the  probable  ceotinuance  of  the  war  couk) 
be  limited  to  any  definite  sum.  This, 
from  the  unavoidable  fluctuation  of  cir-* 
cumstances  and  the  varying  price  of  all 
articles  necessary  to  our  numerous  and 
diversified  equipments,  was  actually  im^ 
possible.  He  regretted  as  much  aa  th« 
noble  viscount,  the  great  increase  of  ou* 
expenditure,  but  it  should  be  recollected 
that  the  shutting  of  the  ports  in  the  Baltic 
and  the  embargo  in  the  'American  ports, 
must  have  necessarily  increased  the  pric# 
of  naval  stores,  and  of  all  the  various  arti- 
cles which  were  requisite  fi>r  supplying  our 
maritime  forces.  With  respect  to  the 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  by  assisting 
those  powers  on  the  continent  who  were 
9ti*uSS^i^S  against  the  common  enemy, 
this  was  not  the  time  for  discussing  that 
question.  Circumstances  had  arisen  which 
had  necessarily  increa^d  the  expenditure 
under  that  bead ;  he  alluded  to  the  rising 
of  the  Spmiish  |)eople  ;  but  in  eve|:y  poim 
of  Tiew  in  which  that  o^ect  could  he  cqq^ 
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gidered,  whether  with  reference  to  the  ad- 
ditional means  afforded  of  combating  the 
ruler  of  France,  or  to  the  considerations  of 
public  interest,  national  honour  or  liberal 
policy,  he  would  say,  that  we  were  called 
upon  by  all  those  considerations,  as  well 
as  by  every  principle  of  sound  policy^  to 
render  assistance  to  that  nation  in  their 
•truggle  against  the  oppression  of  Frapce, 
and  it  would  be  a  cheering  consolation  to 
the  cout&try  that  such  assistance  had  been 
promptly  and  generously  rendered,  even 
though  it  should  ultimately  fail  in  its  ob- 
ject. With  respect  to  the  actual  amount 
of  expenditure,  it  might  be  a  question  of 
policy  as  to  whether  we  should  carry  on 
the  war  upon  a  certain  definite  scale,  with 
a  Tiew  to  its  long  continuance,  or  whether 
we  should  carry  it  on  for  a  short  time  upon 
a  more  enlarged  scale,  with  a  view  to  more 
immediate  advantages.  He  would  not 
now,  however,  consider  this  question,  but 
proceed  to  consider  the  question  more  im- 
mediately under  consideration — the  sub- 
ject of  finance.  The  objections  he  had  to 
the  financial  arrangements  and  plan  of  the 
noble  lord  opposite  (lord  Grenville),  were, 
first,  that  they  proceeded  upon  the  assump- 
tion of  a  Certain  definite  annual  expendi- 
ture durlni;  the  war,  which  was  absolutely 
impossible;  and  secondly,  that  they 
amounted  to  a  breach  of  faith  towards  the 
existing  pilblic  creditor  in  the  new  sinking 
fiind,  which  would  be  created,  and  by 
which  a  bonus  would  be  given  at  a  time 
when  it  was  not  wanted,  whilst  when  it 
would  be  useful,  it  could  not  be  forthcom- 
ing. The  present  ministers  had  acted 
upon  the  plan  of  the  noble  lord  in  the  first 
year  of  their  coming  into  office,  he  having 
previously  pledged  a  certain  poition  of  the 
war  taxes  for  the  interest  of  the  then  loan, 
and  the  extraordinary  increase  of  the  pro- 
Tision  for  the  sinking  fund,  it  was  known 
to  be  a  part  of  that  plan,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  raising  the  war  taxes  to  the 
amount  to  which  they  were  then  brought, 
no  new  taxes  should  be  imposed  for  three 
years.  In  the  last  year  there  was  no 
necessity  for  resorting  to  new  taxes,  with 
^ome  trifling  exceptions,  the  falling  in  of 
the  annuities  and  other  sources  of  aug- 
mented revenue  having  furnished  nearly 
sufficient  means  fof  detraying  the  interest 
of  the  loan  and  the  one  per  cent  for  a  sink- 
ing fund  upon  the  stock  created.  In  the 
present  year  ministers  had  resorted  to  the 
mode  now  proposed  of  pledging  1 ,000,000/. 
of  the  war  taxes  to  defray  the  interest  of 
ibeloan;  but  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 


understood  that  this  was  not  part  of  a  syn* 
tem  to  be  permanently  acted  upon,  and 
that  the  subject  remained  completely  open 
for  future  consideration.  If  the  plan  of 
the  noble  lord  (Grenville)  bad  been  acted 
upon  during  the  three  years,  there  would 
now  have  been  3,000,000/.  of  the  war 
taxes  pledged  for  the  interest  and  sinking 
funds  of  the  loans  of  those  three  years.  By 
the  system  under  which  the  present  minis- 
ters had  acted  there  would  be  pledged,  if 
the  pre^nt  bill  should  be  passea,  a  sum  of 
2,200,000/.  of  the  war  taxes.  There  was, 
therefore,  this  difference  between  their 
system  and  the  plan  of  the  noble  lord,  that 
by  the  latter  one  million  four  Eundred 
thousand  pounds  more  of  the  war  taxes 
would  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
interest  and  sinking  funds  upon  the  last 
three  years  Loans  than  by  the  former. 
There  was  not,  it  was  true,  any  sinking 
fund  created  in  the  present  instance  ;  but 
that  might  be  done  nereafler,  if  it  should 
be  thought  necessary ;  and,  at  all  events, 
the  whole  subject  was  open  for  the  con- 
sideration and  decision  of  parliament. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  he  felt  it  an  irksome 
task,  i)pon  the  present  occasion,  to  call  their 
lordships'  attention  to  this  subject,  of 
finance  at  this  very  late  period  of  the 
session,  when  the  attendance  was  so  tb'm, 
and  when  he  had  to  address  nearly  empty 
benches.  Ministers  seemed  determined, 
that  their  lordships  should  scarcely  have 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  this  bill,  by 
taking  care  to  bring  it  up  to  that  house  at 
a  period  when  a  full  attendance  could 
scarcely  be  expected ;  they  did  not  even 
condescend  to  state  its  object,  and  thus  it 
was,  that  a  bill  for  imposing  taxes  in  per- 
petuity upon  the  country,  to  the  amount  of 
a  million  a  year,  had  hitherto  passed 
through  the  greater  part  of  its  stages  un- 
noticed, and  almost  unknown,  and  he  even 
doubted  whether  many  who  heard  him 
were  at  all  aware,  or  had  even  a  suspicion, 
that  the  object  of  the  bill  was  to  impose 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  a -million  a  year  in 
perpetuity  upon  the  country.  The  nobl« 
earl  (Liverpool),  in  contending  that  the 
annual  expense  of  the  war  could  not  be 
definitely  fixed  at  any  limited  sum,  had 
contended  for  that,  which  nobody  could 
doubt.  Every  one  must  be  aware  that  the 
sum  could  not  be  precisely  limited  within 
the  bounds  of  any  previous  calculation  ; 
but  here  was  an  increase  of  expenditure,  in 
the  course  of  two  years,  to  the  amount  of 
9,000,000/. ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  this 
cttprmoos  increase,  a  general  apathy  setm- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


»15) 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Jui^i  7,  \H09.^War  Taxes  Extamon  BUI. 


[914 


ed  to  prevail  in  the  pubKc  mind  upon  the 
subject  The  people,  wholly  indifferent 
to  this  most  important  consideration^  were 
occupied  in  discussing  minute  points,  with 
respect  to  which  it  was  impossible  that 
firom  any  practicable  modification  any  ma- 
terial alleviation  of  their  burthens  could 
wise,  and  those  were  only  deluding  them 
who  endeavoured  to  persuade  them  that 
fuch  would  be  the  result.  The  enormous 
increase  of  9>000,000/.  in  the  public  ex- 
penditure, and  that  in  the  short  space  of 
two  years,  was  surely  a  subjeet  of  no  ordi- 
nary imi)ortance,  and  demanded  the  most 
serious  investigation.  The  soble  earl  had 
declined  going  into  the  discussion  of  those 
political  measures  from  whence  this  enor- 
Bious  increase  of  expense  had  arisen  ;  but 
surely  it  was  not  enough  to  sav,  that  this 
augmentation  of  expenditure  had  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  these  measures, 
and  that  therefore  it  was  unnecessary  to  in- 
quire into  it ;  that  the  expense  had  been 
incurred,  and  therefore  it  was  needless  to 
go  into  the  discussion  of  the  political  mea- 
sures which  occasioned  it.  Some  substan- 
tial reason  ought  to  be  given  to  their  lord- 
ships and  the  public  for  so  enormous  an 
increase  of  expense.  Looking  to  the  situa- 
tion and  the  resources  of  the  county^  it 
must  be  at  once  evident  that  the  ^eatest 
error,  where  all  was  error,  was  this  enor- 
mous increase  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
country,  and  this  at  a  time  when  it  was 
more  than  ever  necessary  that  we  should 
husband  and  economize  our  resources. 
The  noble  earl  had  objected  to  the  finan- 
cial plan  of  the  late  administration,  that  it 
assumed  a  definite  annual  expenditure, 
which  it  was  impossible  to  keep  within  ; 
but  it  surely  must  be  evident  to  every  one, 
that  some  definite  sum  must  be  taken^  in 
order  to  found  upon  it  any  precise  detailed 
calculation.  It  might  not  have  been  prac- 
ticable to  keep  down  the  annual  expendi- 
ture to  32  or  33,000,000/.,  stated  in  that 
plan,  though  he  thought  much  might  have 
been  done  towards  the  attainment  of  that 
object ;  but  the  great  advantage  of  that 
system'  would  have  been,  that  the  excess 
of  expenditure  above  that  sum  being  to  be 
provided  for  by  immediate  taxes,  parlia- 
ment and  the  country  would  have  been 
iblly  aware  of  the  increate  of  the  expendi- 
ture by  the  proposed  increase  of  taxes,  and 
a  salutary  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  that 
increase  would  have  been  tlie  necessary 
rejiult.  On  the  contrary,  under  the  plan 
of  the  present  ministers^  the  people  were 
to  be  deluded  with  the  shew  4»£  imposing 
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no  taxes,  whilst  the  enormous  increase  of 
expenditure  was  kept  out  of  sight,  %nd  a 
permanent  burden  vras  imposed,  which 
tended  to  the  ruin  and  destruction  of  our 
resources.  The  noble  earl  had  stated, 
that  under  the  plan  of  the  late  administra* 
tion  3,600,000/.  would  now  have  beeu 
mortgaged,  and  that  under  the  present 
plan  2,200,000/.  only  were  mortgaijed  ; 
but  mark  the  difference,  by  the  former 
there  would  only  have  been  an  annuity  for 
fourteen  years  with  the  improved  operation 
of  the  sinking  fund  created,  whilst  by  the 
present  plan  a  burden  of  1  ,<XX),()00/.  a  year 
was  imposed  fbr  ever  upon  the  country. 
The  present  ministers  had  no  sooner  come 
into  office,  than  they  set  about  deranging 
this  plan  of  their  predecessors.  It  was 
true  that  it  was  partly  adhered  to  in  the 
first  year ;  but  with  this  marked  diffe- 
rence, that  the  property  tax  was  included 
in  the  pledge,  which  it  was  the  object 
of  the  late  ministers  to  exclude.  By  the 
plan  of  the  late  administration,  the  war» 
as  stated  by  his  noble  friend  (lord  -Sid- 
mouth,)  mii^ht  have  been  carried  on  inde- 
finitely. The  enemy  aiming  at  nothing 
short  of  our  destruction,  had  adopted  two 
modes  of  attempting  that  object,  which  he 
sometimes  pursued  united,  sometimes  se^ 
parately  ;  the  one  was  direct  attempts 
upon  the  country,  the  other  endeavouring 
to  wear  us  out  by  protracted  hostility  and 
thereby  exhaust  our  resources.  To  repel 
the  former,  we  must  rely  upon  the  valour 
and  discipline  of  our  navy  and  army,  to  ths 
spirit  and  bravery  of  the  people.  To 
meet  the  latter,  it  became  necessary  to 
adopt  some  permanent  plan  which  should 
place  our  resources  beyond  the  peril 
of  being  thus  exhausted  by  the  artifices  or 
obstinacy  of  the  enemy.  It  was  with 
this  view  that  the  plan  of  the  late  admi- 
nistration was  formed,  under  which  each 
portion  of  the  war  taxes,  after  paying  off 
in  fourteen  years  the  sums  charged  upon 
it,  would  have  been  released  from  all  in« 
cumbrance,  and  again  applicable  to  the 
public  service  for  a  similar  purpose  ;  and 
thus  we  might  have  been  enabled  to  main* 
tain  the  dreadful  contest  in  which  we 
were  engaged  indefinitely,  and  convince 
the  enemy,  that  he  could  have  no  hope  in 
continuing  the  war  of  being  enabled  either 
to  exhaust  our  means,  or  to  render  us 
more  accessible  to  his  power  by  any  per- 
severance in  his  designs  against  our 
finances.  But  what  must  be  the  conse- 
quence if  the  plan  of  the  present  minis- 
ters were  persevered  in  ?  by  pledging  one* 
3  N 
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million  a  year  in  perpetuity,  it  must  be  evi- 
dent to  erery  one,  it  must  immediately  be 
evident  to  the  enemy*  that  at  the  end  of  a 
certain  definite  period  our  resources  must 
be  utterly  exhausted  ;  for  when  the  war 
taxes  should  be  in  this  way  all  mortgaged 
hi  perpetuity,  to  what  resource  could  the 
noble  earl  then  resort  to  caV-ry  on  the  war, 
or  to  support  the  credit  of  the  country  ? 
He  was,  however,  glad  to  hear  from  the 
noble  earl,  that  this  arrangement  of  the 
present  year  was  not  intended  as  part  of  a 
system  that  was  to  be  permanently  acted 
upon  ;  and  he  was  anxious  to  hear  what 
was  the  system  which  ministers  had  in 
their  contemplation ;  but,  in  truth,  there 
appeared  to  him  to  be  no  system  at  all 
contemplated  by  them  either  in  their  finan- 
cial or  their  political  measures.  The 
maxim  of  the  noble  earl  seemed  to  be 
**  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof;" 
and  all  that  was  looked  for  was  to  provide 
for  the  pressing  occasion  and  to  satisfy 
the  exigency  of  the  moment.  The  noble 
earl,  when  he  had  proposed  this  measure, 
was  evidently  at  l^c  end  of  his  finance, 
and  looked  no  further  than  next  year, 
when  a  new  supply  must  be  raised  and  a 
different  experiment  resorted  to.  He 
was  surprized  to  hear  from  the  noble  earl, 
at  a  distance  of  two  years,  that  the  plan 
of  the  late  administration  would  have 
operated  as  a  breach  of  faith  towards  any 
description  of  persons,  still  less  te  the  put>- 
lie  creditors.  No  persons  were  more 
alive  to  their  interest,  and  justly  so,  than 
the  public  creditors,  and  yet  /rom  those 
gentlemen  no  complaint  of  this  nature  was 
heard  when  the  arrangements  of  the  late 
administration  were  brought  forward. 
So  far  from  it,  that  at  the  time  of  nego- 
ciating  the  loan,  after  this  plan  was  brought 
forward,  when  he  (lord  Grenville)  was  in 
office,  one  of  the  K<^ntlemen  who  had  con- 
tracted for  it  told  hint  that  the  advan- 
tageous terms  then  obtained  for  the  public 
were  to  be  solely  ascribed  to  the  salu* 
tary  operation.of  that  plan.  Upon  what 
terms  could  the  present  ministers  expect 
to  borrow^  if  the  war  taxes  were  to  be 
mortgaged  in  perpetuity  ? — a  measure  so 
pregnant  with  danger  and  injury  to  public 
credit.  He  could  not  quit  this  subject 
without  again  deprecating  and  con- 
demning those  measures  which  had  been 
the  principal  cause  of  the  late  enormous 
increase  of  our  expenditure. — He  was 
thoroughly  convinced  that  no  possible  ad- 
vantage could  be  derived  from  continuing 
tu  keep  up  a  firitisli  force  iu  Spain.    A 


system  of  utter  delusion  had  been  prac- 
tised with  respect  to  the  state  of  afiaira 
in  that  country,  where  there  appeared  no 
hope  of  maintaining  an  advantageous 
contest,  or  prosecuting  the  war  with  any 
prospect  of  a  successful  issue.  To  cany 
on  a  land  war  on  the  continent  was  the 
greatest  impolicy  of  which  we  could  be 
guilty,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  the  only- 
system  of  policy  to  which  we  ought  to 
resoi*t — to  that  of  husbanding  our  present 
resources  in  order  to  secure  the  means 
of  our  ultimate  defence.  His  lordship 
proceeded  to  ask  what  we  had  gained  by 
this  increased  expenditure,  and  by  the 
addition  thus  made  to  our  debt  ?  We  had 
gained  the  convention  of  Cintra,  the  re- 
treat of  Salamanca,  the  loss  of  our  brave 
officers,  and  the  dispersion  of  our  army, 
as  an  army. — What,  on  the  other  hanid, 
had  we  lost  ?  We  had  considerably  lost 
in  having  an  increase  to  our  debt  of 
9,000,000/.  and  an  annual  burden  of 
1,000,000/.  additional  imposed  on  the 
people  of  this  country.  The  burthens 
altogether  to  which  not  the  higher  nor 
the  lower,  but  the  middling  class  of  the 
community  of  this  country  had  of  late 
years  submitted  to,  were  inconceivable. 
He  was  one  of  those  who,  far  from  coun- 
tenancing or  supporting,  highly  repro- 
bated and  disapproved  of  the  practices 
resorted  to  in  order  to  excite  clamour  and 
disaffection ;  but  at  ^e  same  time  he 
must  caution  minbters  not  to  refuse  their 
attention  to  the  voice  of  the  well-afiecte4, 
and  the  unaffected  expression  of  the  sen- 
timents of  the  nation.  He  could  not  for- 
bear from  expressing  his  surprise  that  a 
most  unqualified  attack  should  have  been 
made  upon  the  proposition  made  by  him 
(lord  Grenville)  while  in  office,  by  the 
noble  secretary,  who  now  himself  pro- 
posed to  carry  through  a  measure  which 
went  so  far,  he  must  add,  extremely  be- 
yond what  he  (lord  (JrenVHIe)  had  ever 
had  in  contemplation.  He  requested  of 
the  house  to  bear  in  mind  the  opposition 
which  the  noble  lord  opposite,  and  those 
who  acted  with  him,  had  shewn  to  the 
proposition  which  be  had  formerly  sub- 
mitted, and  to  compare  that  proposition 
with  the  present  measure.  The  present, 
he  contended,  was  a  measure  which  had 
uniformly  been  discountenanced  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  by  his  noble  friend  (lord  Sidmoutb,) 
and  by  the  administration  of  which  him- 
self forined  a  part.  The  plan  which  he 
had  in  view  would  have  afiected  partof 
the  war  taxes,  at  the  very  most  only  for 
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fourteen  years,  though,  in  his  mind,  for  a 
far  shprter  period  ;  the  present  measure 
went  to  affect  them  permanently.  It  had 
gone  abroad  in  the  country,  that  he  ap- 
proyed  of  the  present  measure,  and  this 
be  wished  most  explicitly  to  deny.  He 
esteemed  the  present  the  most  destructive 
financial  measure  which  could  be  adopted. 
His  plan,  he  begged  to  remind  their  lord- 
fhips,  also  went  to  provide  an  imme- 
diate and  permanent  peace  establishment, 
whereas  in  the  present  plan  no  such  thing 
was  thought  of. 

liOrd  Harrowby  supported  the  bill.  He 
maintained  that  it  must  be  attended  both 
with  immediate  and  future  advantage.  It 
was  attended  with  good  at  the  moment, 
in  as  much  as  it  prepared  the  people  to 
pay  the  taxes  with  which  they  were  at 
present  burthened.  It  must  be  attended 
with  advantages  in  future,  by  affording 
ministers  an  opportunity  of  judging  of 
the  best  means  of  making  the  existing 
taxes  moat  eilfectual. 

Lord  OrawiUe  explained.  He  declared 
his  opinion  that  the  system  which  in 
the  present  state  of  amirs  we  should 
adopt,  was  on«  of  husbanding  our  means 
and  providing  for  eventual  defence.  We 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  sending  an  army 
to  the  continent.  That  he  might  not  be 
misunderstood,  he  expressly  stated  that 
our  gorernment  ougHt  not  to  have  sent 
an  army;to  Spain.  Such  had  always  been 
his  opinion.  The  noble  lord  asked,  why 
did  he  not  tell  this  sooner  ?  He  did  on 
the  first  day  of  the  present  session  ex- 
plain these  to  be  his  sentiments,  and 
complain  that  ministers  by  not  consulting 
parliament  on  the  subject  during  the  last 
session,  h^d  not  afforded  him  an  earlier 
opportunity  of  stating  what  his  opinion 
was.  If  the  inhabitants  of  Spain  could 
BOt  defend  themselves,  in  his  judgment 
any  army  we  could  send  into  the  penin- 
sula would  be  of  no  avail.  All  that  we 
had  a'  right  to  do  was  to  provicie  them,  as 
far  as  was  in  our  power,  with  arms,  clothes, 
and  ammunition.  He  begged  also  to 
state,  as  a  proof  of  the  increase  of  our 
expenditure,  Uiat  the  single  article  of 
transports  had  increased  from  one  million 
and  a  half  to  three  millions. 

llieearl  of  Liverpool,  lord  Sidmoufh, 
and  lord  Grenville  again  explained  ; 
affer  which,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 


1809 — Voie  qf  Credit  Bill.  [918 

HOUSE   or    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  June  7. 

[Vote  of  Credit  Bill.] — Oi  the 
order  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Vote  of 
Credit  Bill, 

Sir  T.  Turton  took  the  opportunity  of 
taking  a  view  of  our  relations  with  the 
powers  on  the  continent,  and  doubted 
the  propriety  of  assisting  Austria  with 
money  ;  he  objected,  at  all  events,  to  our 
binding  ourselves  to  discharge  the  bills 
already  drawn  by  that  power  upon  us, 
without  any  authority.  With  respect  to 
Spain  he  thought  ministers  should  tak^ 
care  we  had  good  security  for  any  loan 
we  might  advance  her ;  and  adopt  the 
most  effectual  steps  for  guarding  her  fleets 
at  Cadiz^  and  elsewhere,  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  Buonaparte.  He  hoped  at 
all  events,  that  ministers  would  be  abU 
to  give  an  account  to  the  country  of  so 
large  a  vote  of  credit,  as  was  now  about  to 
be  trusted  to  their  disposal. 

General  Tarletcn  said,  his  duty  impelled 
him  to  come  forward  on  the  present  occa- 
sion to  o^Ser  that  advice  to  ministers,  in 
public,  which  he  had  suggested  to  them  in 
private,  but  which  had  not  been  attended 
(o.  He  had  intended  to  advert  iuore  par* 
ticularly  to  the  affairs  of  Austria,  but  tht 
recent  news  from  that  quarter  had  struck 
him  with  so  unexpected  a  degree  of  satis- 
faction, that  he  should  in  some  measure 
abstain  from  his  intention.  Certainly  that 
power  either  knew,  or  ought  to  hav« 
known,  the  strength  and  situation  of  Buo- 
naparte, previous  to  her  entering  into  the 
{)resent  contest;  and  yet  we  saw  him  col- 
ecting  an  army  on  the  Rhine,  with  as 
much  facility  as  if  he  were  not  engaged, 
either  personally,  or  with  his  force,  in 
Spain ;  but  when  he  found  the  French  pe- 
netrate to  Vienna,  almost  without  resist- 
ance, he  began  to  despair,  and  felt  inclin- 
ed to  be  parsimonious  in  the  pecuniary 
assistance  to  be  afforded  to  the  Austrians. 
Since,  however,  his  coming  mto  the  house, 
he  had  seen  the  French  bulletin,  and  he 
found  reason  to  hope  a  reverse  had  taken 
place  in  the  hitherto  unchecked  career  of 
victory.  Whether  the  bridges  on  the 
Danube  had  been  broken  down  by  design 
,or  accident,  signified  nothing;  for  when 
the  French  were  compelled  to  retreat,  his 
hopes  began  to  revive.  Under  these  cir« 
cumstances,  he  did  think  that  some  money, 
though  that  sum  should  not  be  very  large, 
should  be  risked  in  the  support  of  th« 
Austrian  cauas.    The  hoa.  genual  next 
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adverted  to  the  state  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal^ and  pointed  out  the  unfortunate  con- 
sequences of  the  Convention.  He  also 
,dwelt  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Frere, 
whose  advice  had  brought  about  the  unfor« 
tunate  retreat  to  Corunna,  instead  of  a  re- 
treat to  Lisbon,  which  was  so  much  pre- 
llerable,  and  which  liad  been  intended  by 
the  lamented  sir  John  Moore.  But  minis- 
ters had  sent  another  army  to  the  Penin- 
sula, and  what  was  the  prospect }  The  en- 
thusiasm of  the  Spaniards  was  not  so  great 
as  at  first,  and  since  they  were  unable  belore 
to  drive  the  enemy,  consisting  of  iiO,(XX) 
men,  from  behiiui  the  Ebro,  what  hope  was 
there  that  they  would  now  be  able  to  expel 
from  their  territories  an  army  of  nearly 
100,000  men  ?  It  seemed  the  most  hope- 
less plan  that  could  be  imagined,  to  send 
men  to  the  Peninsula  at  present.  He 
severeiy  condemned  the  great  noise  made 
about  the  three  skirmishes  of  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  which  would  give  occasion  to 
the  people  of  the  <;ontinent  to  say,  that 
we  wer*  the  animal  in  the  lion's  skin — 
and  that  the  noble  lord  was  the  daw  in 
borrowed  feathers — (Lord  Castlereagh  was 
in  the  full  uniform  of  his  militia  regiment.) 
He  blamed  the  mode  of  operations  adopt- 
ed at  present  in  the  Peninsula,  and  con- 
tended that  the  only  chance  oF  our  doing 
any  thing  eflectual  was,  to  adopt  a  defen- 
sive plan  till  circumstances  should  arise  to 
enable  us  to  act  offensively  with  a  better 
f)ro£pet:t  of  success.  He  blamed  the  ap- 
pointment of  marquis  Wellesley  to  Spain, 
and  said  that  it  would  have  been  better  to 
send  lord  W.  Bentinck  to  the  Junta,  and 
send  the  marquis  to  Prince  Charles,  where 
he  could  do  no  harm.  He  concluded  by 
recommending  \he  greatest  economy  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  Cmtuen  observed,  that  if  the  news 
of  the  check  received  by  the  French  armies 
in  Austria  were  well-founded,  ministers 
ought  not  to  be'  niggardly  in  their  assist* 
ance  in  money  to  Austria ;  and  if  the  case 
should  require  it  he  would  recommeikl  it 
to  ministers,  instead  of  three  millions  to 
take  six  millions.  This  was  the  first  re- 
verse that  •Buonaparte  had  met  with  ;  and 
if  it  was  of  the  extent  reported,  it  would 
be  incumbent  on  ministers  to  adopt  a 
bolder  policy,  and  'make  common  cause 
with  Austria,  wher«  the  battle  for  Spain 
and  Portugal  must  in  fact  be  fought. 

Lord  Castlereagh  observed,  that  it  was 
the  duty  "of  ministers  neither  to  be  elevated 
by  temporary  success,  nor  depressed  by 
the  caiual  disaaters  to  which  war  was  sub- 


ject, but  to  administer  the  resources  com- 
mittfid  u>  their  charge  in  the  best  manner 
for  the  country  and  the  world.  The  bon. 
general  bad  taken  an  unfair  Tiew  of  the 
transactions  in  Portugal,  which  he  affirmed, 
under  all  the  circumstanyces,  to  have  been 
very  brilliant,  though  he  had  never  de- 
scribed them  as  general  battles.  Since 
the  army  was  under  the  command  of  sir 
A.  Wellesley,  he  thought  the  advice  of  the 
hon.  general  might  have  been  spared,  as 
every  thing  that  zeal  and  knowledge  could 
efibct  would  be  done.  As  to  the  uiccess 
mentioned  in  the  news  of  the  ds^,  be  was 
always  unwilling  to  raise  too  sanguine  ex- 
pectations in  the  country,  as  well  as  t» 
prevent  its  being  depressed  in  adversity, 

Mr.  Hcrhert  (of  Kerry)  approved  of  the 
declaration  of  government,  that  they  would 
not  abandon  lls^ain  a^  long  as  it  would  be 
true  to  itself. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

(Poor  Cleroy.]  The  house  resdved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house,  to  consider  further  of  a  Supply  to 
be  granted  to  his  majesty. 

The  Chemcdlar  qf  the  Exchequer  called 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Smaller  Livings  in  England, 
the  increase  of  which  was  the  object  of 
queen  Anne's  Bounty.  He  had  bimseiC 
given  the  matter  much  consideration ;  and 
from  the  pains  taken,  he  was  in  hopes  he 
should  have  been  enabled  to  have  brougltt 
the  matter  fully  under  their  consideration 
in  the  course  of  this  present  session  ;  but 
thotigh  the  returns  were  as  yet  but  imper- 
fect, those  from  four  dioceses  not  having 
been  made,  yet  he  thought  no  time  shoold 
be  lost,  as  they  approached  to  the  end  of 
a  session,  of  doing  something,  by  way  of 
pledge  that  the  business  would  be  ulti- 
mately reduced  to  a  system.  By  the  re* 
turns  already  made,  imperfect  as  they 
were,  it  appeared^  that  by  the  regular  S4>- 
plication  of  queen  Anne's  BiHUtty,  it 
would  take  forty  years  to  come,  to  make 
the  smaller  livings  up  to  50/.  a-year ;  thai 
it  would  take  three  times  that  period,  or 
1 20  years,  to  make  them  up  100/.  a-ytar, 
and  so  on  in  a  greater  proportion.  He 
considered  it  wise,  therefore,  to  take  a  step 
towards  accomplishing  the  first  degree, 
by  proposing  to  the  bouse,  to  vote'  tba 
pm  of  100,000/.  to  be  paid  to  tha  gover- 
nors of  queen  Anne's  Bounty,  to  be  laid 
out  in  the  same  manner  as  that  fund* 
Supposing  the  house  to  pursue  that-  system 
yearly,  without  any  increase,  they  would 
attain  the  first  object,  namely,  the  increasa 
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of  soaall  liyings  of  50/.  a-year,  in  the  abort 
space  of  four  years.  He  declared  hit  in* 
tention  of  not  confining  the  measure  to 
England »  bat  intended,  on  a  fatore  day, 
to  move  an  address  to  his  uM^estv  for  a 
statement  of  the  Poor  LiTings  in  &!otland 
and  Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
sioailar  relief.  He  concluded  with  moving 
'*  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  100,000/.  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  to  enable  his  ma* 
jesty  to  pay  the  same  to  the  Governors 
of  the  Bounty  t>f  queen  Anne,  for  the 
augmentation  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
Pdor  Clergy,  to  be  by  them  applied  in 
tiie  increase  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
Poor  Clergy,  according  to  the  rules 
and  regulatifMiB  by  which  the  Funds  of 
that  Corporation  are  governed  ;  and  that 
the  said  sum  be  tssued  and  paid  without 
any  fee  or  other  deduction  whatsoever." 

Lord  Milton  did  not  object  to  this  reso- 
lution, but  observed,  that  a  part  of  queen 
Anne's  Bounty  had  been  applied  to  other 
than  purposes  strictly  clerical.  He  also 
remarked  that  a  great  many  of  the  small 
livings  were  in  the  possession  of  rich  plu- 
ral ists,-  who  could  have  no  need  of  the 
augmentation. 

Mr.  WUbetfoTCt  expressed  in  strong 
terms  his  approbation  of  the  measure^  and 
observed,  that  it  was  highly  honourable 
in  his  right  hon.  firiend  to  have  attended 
to  this  subject,  amidst  such  a  variety  of 
avocations.  Many  of  the  inferior  clergy 
sufiered  the  most  extreme  hardships,  and 
the  vote  was  equalljr  gratifying  to  the 
feelings  and  to  the  judgment  He  then 
adverted  to  the  scandalous  fact  that  in 
many  places,  particularly  in  the  laree 
towns,  the  poorer  classes  had  not  the 
means  of  attending  public  worship.  Some 
remedy  ought  to  be  applied,  and  for  this 
purpose,  be  thought  the  building  of 
churches  ought  to  be  facilitated.  The 
expense  and  other  circumstances  formed 
at  present  very  powerful  obstacles. 

Lord  H.  Petty  concurred  in  the  object  of 
assisting  the  parochial  clergy,  and  looked 
with  satisfaction  to  what  had  been  d6ne  by 
a  bill  which  he  himself  had  some  time  ag<^ 
brought  in  for  relieving  the  small  livings 
from  the  land  tax.  He  wished  that  a 
"  plan  could  be  devised  to  confine  the  relief 
to  such  small  livings  as  were  not  possessed 
by  rich  pluralists.  He  also  suggested  the 
propriety  of  making  queen  Anne's  Bounty 
e£^tive  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Curwtn  approved  of  the  measure, 
and  concurred  in  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  gent,  near  him  respecting  the  want  of 


accommodation  in  churchc^s  for  the  poorer 
classes.  He  thought  some  attention  ought 
to  be  paid  to  the  condition  of  schoolmas- 
tm,  and  referred  to  the  northern  parts  of 
the  island,  as  an  instance  of  the  advan- 
tages of  educating  the  poor. 

After  some  observations  from  sir  J.. 
Newport,  Mr.  D.  Browne,  Mr.  Pamell, 
Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Babington,  and  Mr. 
Carew, 

The  ChanctUor  qf  the  Exchequ^  rose, 
and  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  recep- 
tion which  the  proposition  met  with:  It 
was  not  at  present  proposed  to  form  a 
system.  The  suggestions  for  improve- 
ment would  be  afterwards^ considered.  He 
stated  that  the  present  grant,  if  continued, 
would  in  four  years  raise  the  value  of  the 
lowest  livings  to  50/.  a-year. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed 
to. 

[Dr.  Cartwbioht.]  The  CfmncMrr  of 
the  Exchequer  then  stated  to  the  committee, 
that  the  next  grant  he  had  to  propose, 
was,  a  remuneration  to  the  reverend  Dr. 
Cartwright,  for  his  valuable  invention  of 
machinery  for  weaving  of  cotton  and 
combing  of  wool.  This  he  did,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  memorial  that  had  been  pre* 
sented  to  him,  signed  by  about  SO  manu- 
facturers, who  had  witnessed  the  benefit  of 
the  machine.  This  memorial  stated,  that 
that  reverend  gentleman  had  expended  a 
large  fortune  in  carrying  the  invention 
into  fmtctice;  that  in  the  year  1783,  he 
had  obtained  a  patent,  but  that  in  \19Q, 
popular  prejudice  was  so  greatly  against 
it,  that  his  machinery  was  destroyed  by 
the  mob,  and  before  he  could  get  another 
mill  erected,  his  patent  expired,  by  which 
he  lost  the  whole  benefit  arising  from  his 
labours,  after  having  expended  between 
30,000/.  and  iOfiOOi,  It  was  an  invention 
which  had  been  found  most  uaefiil  in  the 
manufacture  of  sail-cloth  for  the  service 
of  the  navy,  and  extremely  beneficial  in 
the  weaving  of  cotton  ;  and  for  which 
not  only  the  manufacturers,  but  the  coun- 
try in  general,  must  feel  themselves  evef 
indebted  to  Dr.  Cartwright.  As  the  in« 
genious  inventor  had  evidently  derived 
no  advantage  from  the  discovery,  which, 
on  the  contrary,  had  tended  to  his 
ruin,  he  should  propose  to  the  Committee, 
That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  10,000/.  be 
granted  to  hi^  ms^esty,  to  be  paid  to  Ed- 
mund Cartwright,  clerk,  doctor  in  divinity, 
in  compensation  for  the  great  expence  he 
has  incurred  in  the  discovery  and  applica- 
tion ef  various  mechanical  inventions  to 
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the  process  of  Wearing,  by  which  he  has 
rendered  essential  services  to  the  manu- 
lactures  of  this  country ;  and  that  the  said 
sum  be  issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or 
other  deduction  whatsoever." 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  he  thought  such  a 
grant  should  not  pass  without  some  ob- 
servations of  approval.  He  thought  every 
case  should  stand  upon  its  own  footing  and 
foundation.  Although  he  had  no  personal 
acquaintance  with  Dr.  Cartwright,  he  be- 
lieve^, from  what  he  had  heard  of  him, 
that,  as  far  as  ingenuity  and  integrity 
went,  there  was  no  individual  more  en- 
.  titled  to  the  bounty  of  the  kingdom.  He 
had  witnessed,  foi  many  years,  his  perse- 
verance for  the  good  of  the  public,  and 
lamented  the  undeserved  return  he  had 
met  with  from  that  popular  prejudice 
which  had  prevented  him  deriving  any 
benefit  from  his  invention.  He  was,  there- 
fore, glad  to  find  that  public  favour  was 
now  about  to  be  so  rightly  and  justly 
bestowed  in  counteracting  the  effects 
of  ignorance  and  prejudice.  The  vote 
proposed  had  his  perfect  concurrence. 

This  vote  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

[Seamen's  Wages  Bill.]  On  the  mo- 
tion for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill. 

Sir  C.  Pole  rose  and  said: — Sir,  the 
house  haviiig  decided  that  the  clauses, 
wliicli  relate  to  the  allotting  of  petty  offi- 
cers and  seamen's  pay,  should  stand  as 
part  of  this  bill,  it  is  my  duty  to  bow  to 
their  decision  ;  but  it  is  not  less  my  duty 
to  endeavour  by  every  means  in  my  power, 
to  render  this  allotment  as  little  prejudicial 
to  the  service,,  and  as  little  unjust  and 
onerous  to  the  petiy  officer  and  seaman  as 
possible.  It  18  with  that  hope  that  I  pre- 
sent a  clause,  by  way  of  rider  to  this  bilL 
— Sir,  as  the  bill  now  stands,  no  person  al- 
lotting bis  pay  under  it,  can,  if  be  should 
marry*  make  any  allowance  or  provision 
whatever  for  his  wife.  This  is  cruel  and 
unjust,  and  will  tend  to  encourage  deser- 
tion ;  as  a  man  must  either  desert  or  be 
discharged,  sick,  to*the  hospital  to  get  rid  of 
his  present  allotment.  The  clause  I  have 
to  offer  is  to  enable  him  to  revoke  his 
allotment/ when  he  should  see  occasion ; 
this  will  render  the  evil  less,  but  it  doth 
not  do  away  the  objection  of  increasing 
the  labour  and  responsibility  of  the  cap- 
tain or  commander  of  his  majest^^'s  ships. 
This  bill,  unlike  most  otherswhich  relate  to 
the  navy,  imposes  severe  fines  and  penal- 
ties independant  of  the  articles  of  war 
or  naval  instructions,  it  augments  the  al- 
rtady  too  much  loaded  accounts  af  the 


captain,  it  increases  his  risk  and  respon- 
sibility, and  in  my  humble  opinion  it  en- 
courages and  strengthens  every  claim, 
Which  that  class  of  officers  may  ofier  for 
increased  pay  or  other  remunerations. 

The  Bill  was  then  passed. 

[Mr.  Curwsn's  Reform  Bill.]  The 
house  having  gone  into  a  committee  on 
this  bill,  and  several  clauses  having  been 
negatived  without  any  observation. 

.  The  ChanoeUor  qf  the  Exchequer  proposed 
a  clause,  providing  that  nothing  in  the  bill 
should  extend  to  any  legal  and  bonafde 
sale  of  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments. 
The  clause  being  brought  up,  and  read  a 
hrst  time, 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  objected  to  it,  and  con- 
tended, that  to  any  stranger  it  would  ap- 
pear to  have  no  connection  with  the  object, 
of  the  bill ;  and  that  such  a  person  would 
be  apt  to  imagine  either  that  he  had  mis- 
taken the  title  o(  the  bill,  or  that  it  had 
crept  accidental ly  into  the  bill ;  the  object, 
however,  of  the  clause,  though  apparently 
irrelevant,  was  sufficiently  obvious.  He 
concluded  by  moving  as  an  amendment, 
which  he  would  beg  leave  to  propose  in 
the  form  of  a  separate  clause.  That  where- 
as by  the  40th  of  the  king,  in  the  Irish 
parliament,  commissioners  bad  been  ap- 
pointed for  the  puqpose  of  recompensing 
the  claims  of  the  proprietors  of  places, 
ceasing  to  return  persons  to  serve  in  par- 
liament; and  that  it  was  probable  that 
similar  claims  may  be  hereafter  made  to 
the  imperipil  parliament  in  case  of  the 
abolition  of  boroughs;  be  it  therefore  en- 
acted. That  no  such  claims  shall  be  ad- 
mitted, unless  the  person  or  persons  claim- 
ing shall  swear  they  have  not,  directly  or 
indirectly,  been  guilty  of  bribery  or  cor- 
ruption. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  objected 
to  the  clause,  and  thought  it  more  inap* 
plicable  with  regard  to  the  object  of  the 
bill  than  the  former  clause  to  which  the 
hon.  gent,  had  so  strongly  objected.  That 
clause  had  a  more  general  application  than 
the  one  proposed  by  the  hon.  gent,  which 
applied  chiefly,  if  not  solely,  to  burgage 
tenures.  He  thought  it  would  be  ad* 
visable  to  defer  any  discussion  or  proposi- 
tion with  respect  to  those  burgage  tenures 
until  the  question  affecting  the  principle 
of  those  burgage  tenures  was  fairly  before 
the  house. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gent,  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  he  had 
a  right  to  challenge  those  who  objected  te 
the  wordia       nature  of  the  clause  to  sab- 
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•titute  in  its  place  something  better.  Now, 
however  it  might  be  thought  reasonable 
that  those  who  objected  should  also  amend, 
itill  he  was  of  opinion  with  many  honest 
country  gentlemen  who  looked  with  laud- 
able jealousy  to  the  proceedings  within 
that  house,  that  it  was  in  such  cases  the 
duty  of  himself  and  others,  to  object,  while 
he  left  it  to  those  who  pressed  what  was 
thought  objectionable,  to  prove  to  the  com- 
mittee that  it  wasr  not  so.  He  said  this 
much  to  shew,  that  the  objecting  to  any 
proposition  in  that  house  did  not  necessarily 
call  upon  the  person  objecting  to  remedy 
the  evil  of  which  he  complained,  because 
many  an  honest  sound  judging  man  might 
see  gross  errors  in  any  measure  proposed, 
without  being  able  at  the  moment  to  apply 
the  remedy. 

After  some  further  observations  from  the 
Attorney-General,  sir  John  Anstruther, 
lords  Porchester  and  Milton,  the  clause 
originally  proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought 
np  his  clause  for  levying  certain  penalties 
on  the  person  procuring  his  return  by  any 
express  covenant  to  give  offices. 

Lord  H.  Petty  stated  his  objection  to 
the  clause  as  now  read.  He  contended, 
that  in  place  of  remedying  corruption  it 
went  to  concentrate  it.  It  would  give  the 
whole  management  of  that  species  of  in- 
fluence to  the  Treasury.  Now,  next  to 
putting  a  stop  to  the  principle  and  prac- 
tice of  corruption,  the  next  wise  thing  was 
to  have  it  as  diffuse  and  general  as  possi- 
ble. Upon  the  construction  of  this  clause 
would  depend  whether  he  should  support 
or  oppose  the  bill,  convinced  that  at  all 
times  it  was  better  not  to  legislate  than  to 
pass  provisions  which  it  was  intended  not 
to  make  efficient.  He  concluded  with 
moving,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  word 
"  express"  be  left  out. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
fluppose  that,'  after  the  discussion  of  last 
night,  any  new  light  could  be  thrown 
wpon  it.  It  did  not  however  appear,  that 
ir  it  should  be  left  open  to  imply  an  agree- 
ment, juries  would  always  presume  that 
the  grant  of  the  office  was  in  consequence 
of  the  vote  given. 

Sir  Mm  Anstruther  considered  the  attack 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon 
the  juries  of  this  country  the  greatest  libel 
he  had  ever  heard  uttered,  when  he  said 
that  juries  were  not  to  be  entrusted  with 
the  ch»racter  of  meo  in  public  lituatioiif. 


Where  was  the  express  agreement  in  the 
measure  which  gave  origin  to  this  bill^ 
There  was  certainly  a  transfer  of  patronage 
in  that  case  intended,  although  no  express 
engagement  appeared  on  the  face  of  any 
instrument."  Was  it  intended  to  realize 
every  artifice  which  led  to  the  same  effect, 
aiid  only  inilict penalties  upon  the  bungler? 

Mr.  Lyttleton  stated,  that  if  the  word 
'  express'  was  continued,  the  very  principle 
of  the  bill  was  altered.  If  it  should  be 
continued,  he  felt  it  was  his  duty  to  vote 
against  the  bill  itself. 

The  Spedker  stated  his  wish  on  the  first 
view  to  extend  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
to  the  purchase  of  seats  in  parliament,  as 
well  by  office  as  by  money.  The  great 
rule  was  to  strike  at  the  prominent  and 
most  flagrant  points  of  .offence.  Amongst 
those,  most  certainly,  was  the  proof  of 
an  express  contract.  These  he  would 
state,  always  impressed  him  with  the  con- 
viction, that  this  species  of  traffic,  whether 
carried  on  by  implied  or  express  covenants, 
was  an  offence  against  the  law  of  parlia- 
ment, and  in  his  opinion  punishable  as  a 
misdemeanor  at  common  law.  It  was  fully 
within  the  power  of  the  house  to  provide 
any  future  enactments  against  any  future 
ofKnces,  which  in  the  course  of  the  opera- 
tion of  this  measure  might  subsequently 
arise. 

Mr.  Ponsonhyt  with  considerable  diffi- 
dence in  his  own  opinion,  when  opposed 
to  the  very  high  authority  of  the  Speaker^ 
still  contended  that  the  insertion  of  the  term 
'  express'  in  a  declaratory  act  of  parlia- 
ment conveyed  the  interpretation,  that  the 
penalty  attached  to  express  agreements, 
and  that  all  of  an  indirect  or  implied  na- 
ture, came  not  within  its  operation. 

The  Speaker  considered  that  the  Resolu- 
tions of  that  house  in  1779  bore  fully  upon 
a  traffic  carried  on  by  an  implied  contract, 
and  therefore  he  saw  no  reason  to  oppose 
the  proposed  clause  as  now  worded. 

Mr.  Pcnsonby  considered  the  Resolutions 
of  177^  not  efficacious  to  redress  an  evil 
which  all  admitted  to  exist,  at  which  the 
house  itself^^onnived  and  of  which,  with 
the  circumstances  known  to  all  members, 
they  would  have  been  even  greater  hypo- 
crites than  Mr.  John  Bowles,  when  he 
wrote  his  books,  to  aflect  an  ignorance. 

Mr.  Tiemey  declared,  that  since  he  had 
first  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  that  house,  he 
never  heard  a  speech  with  greater  pleasure 
than  that  of  the  right  hon.  the  Speaker, 
whose  authority  stood  so  deservedly  high 
in  that  house.    He  did  think  Ibat  the  bouse 
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after  that  speech  would  have  felt  it  its 
duty  to  take  up  the  present  oaeaBure  with 
siocefity  and  zeal.  That  zeal  and  sin- 
cerity the  ministers  had  evinced,  by  setting 
themselves  in  opposition  to  every  whole- 
some provision  of  the  bill.  Upon  a  ques- 
tion which  ought  to  be  considered  without 
any  reference  to  party  feelings ;  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country  haa  exerted  a 
most  successful  hostility.  Upon  them 
rested  the  responsibility  of  that  disap- 
pointment which  the  country  must  feel. 
— By  their  conduct,  ^  they  would  in  the 
ensuing  summer,  bring  the  duuracier  of 
that  house  before  the  tribonal  of  public 
meetings^  in  a  manner  which  all  disposed 
lo  venerate  the  character  and  support  the 
dignity  of  parliament  must  regret  He 
declared,  that  if  the  clause  now  proposed 
remained  so  worded,  he  should  be  obliged 
to  vote  entirely  against  the  bill. 

The  ChamxUw  qfihe  EKchequtr  appealed 
to  the  honourable  proposer  of  the  bill 
(Mr.  Curwen)  whether  be  felt  that  minis- 
ters had  endeavoured  to  defeat  the  object 
of  the  measure? 

Mr.  Qtrwen,  without  imputing  aay  such 
intentions  to  government,  still  regretted 
that  the  most  material  points  were  nega- 
tived, and  that  the  disposition  of  the  house 
was  not  friendly  t»  the  principle  of  the 
measure.  He  conjured  the  government, 
.in  place  of  anticipating  guar£  for  them- 
selves, to  yield  to  the  opinion  of  the  coun- 
try;  and  not  sufter  it  to  think,  that  where 
its  influence  was  to  be  afiected  there  was 
nothing  done. 

Mr.  Bankes  and  sir  S.  Romilly  both  ar- 
goed,  that  the  insertion  of  th«  term  wholly 
vitiated  and  defeated  the  object  of  the 
proposed  remedy.  It  was  stated  by  the 
latter,  that  in  no  other  legislative  enact- 
ment such  a  term  as  "  express'^  could  be 
£Muid. 

The  Attorney  General  vindicated  the 
conduct  of  his  right  hon»  friend,  during 
the  progress  of  this  bill,  and  gave  his  sup- 
port to  the  clause  as  it  then  stood. 

Mr.  Adam  spoke  in  favour  of  the  amend- 
ment, which  he  thought  necessary,  to 
guard  against  impunity  to  those  who  gave 
or  accepted  bribes  after  election*  He  had 
several  clauses  to  propose,  which  he  should 
postpone  bringing  forward  until  the  third 
reading.  As  to  the  grant  of  offices,  the 
fiaict  was,  that  the  generality  of  the  close 
borou^  were  corrupted  by  such  grants, 
and  therefore  it  was  the  more  necessary 
to  flsake  a  provision  upon  thid  subject. 

Mr.  Ward^  StMori  tjiought  any  member 


would  be  liable  to  vacate  his  seat  who 
should  happen  to  procure  a  place  for  any 
man  who  voted  in  his  favour,  if  the  worn 
"  express"  were  omitted,  and  therefore 
he  would  oppose  the  aaoendmenL 

A  division  took  place,  and  the  numbers 
were : 

For  the  Amendment 43 

Against  it ...-•-78 

Majority — 35 

The  remaining  clauses  of  the  bill  were 
gone  throuffh  and  agreed  to^  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Friday. 

ROUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  June  8. 

[Petition  of  the  Ret.  Thomas  Hgm* 
PHRiEs.]     Mr.  Whitbread  presented  a  Pe- 
tition from  the  Rev.  Thomas  Humphries, 
clerk,  perpetual  curate  of  the  churches  of 
All  Saints  in  Sawley,  otherwise  Sallow,  of 
St.  Lawraace  in  Loag  Eaton,  and  of  St, 
Chad  in  Wilne,  in  the  parishes  of  Sawley 
and  Wilne,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  setting 
forth,  '*  That  the  advowson  and  impropri- 
ation of  Sawley,  otherwise  SaUow,  Long 
£aton>  and  Wilne,  is  part  of  the  very  ya- 
luable  endowment  of  the  prebend  of  Saw- 
ley, founded  in  the  cathedral  church  of 
Litchfield,  the  benefit  of  which  prebemi 
is  extended  also  into  the  adjoining  parish 
of  Risley,  but  neither  the  cure  of  the  cha* 
pel  of  Kisley  nor  of  the  chapel  of  Breasos, 
now  anneiced  to  Risley,  though  part  of  the 
parish  of  Sawley,  is  any  burthen  to  the 
prebendary  ;  and  stating  the  great  increase 
m  value  of  the  said  prebend  which  has 
taken  place  of  late  years,  particularly  ia 
consequence  of  an  inclosure  of  the  commo» 
fields  in  tlie  manor  of  Draycot,  in  the  pa* 
rish  of  Wilne,  and  which  amounts  to  aa 
estate  in  lands  and  tithes  of  the  clear  au^ 
dual  value  of  2,4001  at  least;  and  that 
the  cure  of  the  petitioner  is  four  miles  In 
length,  and  about  sixteen  miles  in  circum* 
fersnce^  and  the  three  churches  are  about 
two  miles  distant  from  each  other;   the* 
required  service  of  the  churches  on  Sua- 
days  is  once  every  Sunday  morning  at 
Sawley    (where   the  petitioner    resiaes), 
once  every  fourth  Sunday  in  the  month  at 
Long  Eaton,  and  once  every  Sunday  eve- 
ning (except  the  fourth  Sunday  in  the 
month)  at  Wilne,  besides  the  other  usual 
duties ;    and   that  the  petitiouer   was  ia 
1785  appointed  to  the  said  perpetual  cu<- 
racy,  with  the  stipeud  of  40/.,  to  which 
may  be  added  a  yearly  sum,  never  exceed^ 
ing  IQL  for  Easter  oi&rin^  and  surplice 
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fees,  and  a  yearly  sum  of  ^/.  from  Breason, 
as  an  ancient  acknowledgment  to  the  mo- 
•  tber  church  of  Sawley,  making  an  income 
of  551.  a-year,  which  has  of  late  years 
been  reduced  by  the  lessee  deducting  4/. 
a«year  for  property  tax ;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioner found  the  curate^s  house  in  a  very 
dilapidated  state,  therefore  repaired  three 
of  the  rooms,  an<l  has  ^ince  made  occa- 
sioQal  amendments,  to  the  extent  and  be- 
yond what  his  stipend  would  allow,  though 
the  house  is  now  positively  in  ruins  and 
dangerous  to4nhahit,  but  his  means  did 
not  extend  to  upholding  the  barn  and  sta- 
ble; and  that  the  petitioner  entertained 
hopes  that  after  24  years  service  his  situ- 
ation would  be  ameliorated  in  proportion 
to  the  wealth  which  the  reverend  pre- 
bendary had  himself  attained,  but  the  pro- 
posed augmentation  of  his  stipend  to  70/. 
a-year  is  not  a  compensation  for  the  labour 
of  the  petitioner,  and  bears  no  just  propor- 
tion either  to  the  profits  of  the  ecclesias- 
tical patron,  or  to  the  duties  of  the  cure, 
much  less  will  it  enable  the  petitioner  in 
any  manner  to  perform  or  even  to  provide 
for  the  common  duties  of  his  cure  when 
t\xe  infirmities  of  old  age  shall  come  upon 
him;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the 
house  wiU  grant  him.  such  relief  in  the 
premises  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet/' 
"  The  petition  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

[President  of  the  Board  of  Controul.] 
Mr.  Cnecty  rose  to  bring  forward  his  pro- 
mised resolution  respecting  the  appropria- 
tion of  a  sum  of  9,(>00/.  for  the  purchase  of 
an  official  residence  for  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Controul,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
house  of  commons ;  a  grant  at  which  he 
felt  much  astonishment,* as  he  did  not  con- 
ceive such  residence  at  all  necessary 
to  be  provided  at  the  public  expense  for 
the  person  filling  that  department,  more 
especially  as  an  ample  salary  for  the  pre- 
sident, two  commissioners,  and  a  secre- 
tary, was  settled  by  act  of  parliament  in 
the  year  1793.  He  found  that  this  grant 
was  made  in  consequence  of  a  letter  writ- 
ten in  18CV7,  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  who 
now  filled  that  situation,  to  the  duke  of 
Portland,  as  first  lord  ef  the  Treasury, 
stating  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  pro- 
vide such  a  residence  for  him  in  Downing- 
•treet.  In  reading  the  answer  written  by 
by  Mr.  Huskis^n  to  this  letter,  he  was 
not  surprized  at  the  shyness  at  first  mani- 
fested by  the  lords  of  the  Treasury  to 
comply  with  the  application.  He  could 
le^  no  necesiiity  whatever  for  putting  the 
Vol.  XIV. 


public  to  such  a  heavy  expense  for  ao 
officer  who  had  so  little  to  do  in  his  official 
capacity  with  the  house  of  commons,  and 
so  little  business  to  transact  at  the  west- 
end  of  the  town.  There  was,  indeed,  a 
real  necessity  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  had  so  much  to  do  with 
the  house  of  commons  and  the  Treasury, 
should  have  a  contiguous  and  official  resi- 
dence ;  but  the  Secretaries  of  State  had  no 
such  residence  provided,  and  much  less 
could  it  be  necessary  or  allowable  in  this 
case,  particularly  at  the  west  end  of  the 
town,  while  in  fact,  the  whole  of  the  offi- 
cial business  of  the  president  of  the  con- 
troul lay  at  the  India-house,  and  if  such  a 
residence  was  deemed  necessary,  it  should 
have  been  in  Leadenhall-slrcet,  where  the 
purchase  would  have  been  much  cheaper. 
While  the  father  (lord  Melville)  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  filled  tlie  situation,  there 
was  an  India  budget  once  a  year;  but 
since  the  accession  of  the  riffht  hon.  ^ent. 
to  the  office,  not  a  single  budget  had  oeen 
brought  forward ;  and  therefore  he  could 
not  see  even  the  shadow  of  an  argument 
for  such  an  appropriation,,  unless  it  was  in 
the  argument  oQered  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  tliat  the.  salary  of 
2,000/.  a  year  was  not  adequate  to  the 
duties  of  the  situation.  He  was  ready  to 
admit  this  fact ;  the  act  of  parliament  for 
appropriating  the  5,000/.  as  before  men- 
tioned, empowered  his  majesty  to  make  a 
greatar  allowance  from  that  fund,  which 
might  be  fairly  done,  inasmiich  as  nearly 
the  whole  duty  devolved  upon  the  presi- 
dent, and  the  two  commissioners  and  the 
secretary  had  little  or  nothing  to  do,  and 
1,500/.  each  was  too  much  for  them.  If, 
however,  the  allowance  was  to  be  in- 
creased, it  shjpuld  be  done  directly  and 
fairly,  by  act  Jjf  parliament,  and  not  in- 
directly and  likgally,.  by  the  purchase  of 
an  official  resic^ence.  Besides,  it  was  well 
known  that  tfiie  appointment  was  not  con- 
sidered in  itself  as  a  place  of  adequate 
emolument,  bdt  rather  as  a  step  to  one  of 
greater  profit,  ^nd  so  it  appeared  in  th^ 
case  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  This 
system  originated  in  the  family  of  the 
right  hon.  gent.,  and  no  such  deniand  was 
ever  made  before  the  accession  of  lord 
Melville.  The  Compaq^r  had  indeed 
agreed,  a(ber  some  discussion,  to  comply 
with  the  desire  9f  the  noble  lord,  and 
purchase  for  him  this  very  house  in  Down-  ^ 
ing-strftet,  in  1800;  but  before  the  place 
could  be  fitted  for  his  occupation,  b^  Mrr. 
Holland^  the  noble  lord  was  remoF^d  from 
30 
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the  office,  but  obtained  a  pension  of  2,0()0/. 
a  year  for  life,  from  the  Company.  This, 
with  other  accommodations  was,  given  to 
the  noble  lord's  family  from  the  public, 
amounting  to  10,300/.  in  sinecure  places, 
Tnight,  one  would  think,  have  satisfied  all 
their  reasonable  expectations.  NeitJier 
l«rd  Dartmouth  nor  lord  Castlereagh,  nor 
any  successor  of  the  noble  lord,  had  ever 
claimed  an  official  residence,  until  the 
right  hon.  gent,  was  appointed  to  the 
office,  when  he,  notwithstanding  the  grant 
of  a  pension  of  2,000/.  a  year  to  his 
father,  revived  the  claim.~Mr.  Creevey 
contended,  that  the  grant  made  in  conse- 
quence by  the  lords  of  the  Treasury  was 
contrary  to  the  act  of  the  33d  of  the 
king,  and  illegal;  and  he  concluded  by 
moving  two  Resolutions,  the  one  recapitu- 
lating the  facts  of  the  letter  and  consequent 
grant,  and  the  other  declaring  that  the 
lords  of  the  Treasury  had  acted  improri- 
dently,  no  official  residence  being  neces- 
sary for  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Confcroul. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  defended  his  claim  and 
the  consequent  grant/  upon  the  ground 
that  an  official  residence  waS  as  fairly 
the  claim  of  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Controul,  as  of  sir  Charles  Morgan, 
tthen  judgc-advocate-gcneral.  The  Trea- 
surer of  the  Navy,  the  Paymaster  of  the 
Forces,  thfe  secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  Ireland, 
and  many  other  public  officers,  enjoyed  the 
same  advantage.  Besides,  the  hon.  gent,  had 
argued  erroneously*  in  sa\'ing,  that  such 
a  grant  was  illegal,  for  (he  same  act  of 
parliament,  whicli  limited  the  appropria- 
tion of  5,000/.  per  annum  to  the  salaries 
of  the  president,  commissioners,  and  se- 
cYetary  of  the  Board  of  CdAtroul,  appro- 
prifitecl  also  11,000/.  per  alfcum  for  other 
contingent  expenses,  of  which  the  purchase 
oV  the  house  might  form  a  jfi'art.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Sir  /.  Newport  entered  into  an  explana- 
df  the  circumstances  that  gave  rise  to  an 
dfTiclal  residence  being  gi^Si*  to  the  Irish 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  WLiihread  observed,  that  it  was  not 
so  nvcessary  for  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  C^ontroul  to  have  an  official  residence, 
al^  it  wa4  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer for  Ireland.  He  Contended,  th^  *  it 
was  an  abuke  to  hdve  suffered  sir  Charles 
Mprgan,  after  he  had  ceased  to  be  judge- 
advocate,  to  continue  in  the  house  during 
Che  remainder  of  his  lift.     Had  the  judge- 


advocate  gone  since  without  the  accom- 
modation of  a  house  ?  if  he  had  not,  it 
appeared  to  him  highly  improper,  that 
tne  public  should  be  burthened  with  the 
charge  of  providing  another  house  for 
him.  The  right  hon.  gent,  had  stated  no 
reason  why  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Controul  should  have  an  official  rcsideiice. 
If  an  increase  was  to  be  made  to  his  sa- 
lary, it  should  be  granted  eo  nomine;  and 
the  hoxise  would,  he  trusted,  by  its  vote  on 
this  occasion,  decide  that  the  appropria- 
tion of  a  house  to  such  a  purpose  was 
highly  improper. 

Lord  if.  Petty  felt  it  necessary,  as  the 
death  of  sir  C.  Morgan  had  happened 
whilst  he  had  a  seat  at  the  Treastiry 
board,  to  state  to  the  house  the  reason  why 
the  house  had  not  then  been  given  to  the 
judge-advocate.  It  had  been  found ^rmi* 
venient  and  necessary  to  occupy  the 
apartments  over  the  Treasury,  which  had 
been  appropriated  to  the  home  depart- 
ment, for  the  accommodation  of  the  grow- 
ing establishment  of  the  Treasury.  It  was 
then  deemed  expedient  to  remove  the 
office  of  the  secretary  for  the  home  depart- 
ment to  the  house  in  question.  A  com- 
pensation of  5(X)/.  a  year,  was  in  conse- 
quence, he  believed,  givfen  to  the  judge- 
advocate. 

The  Chancellor  qftlte  Exchefjiterobserred, 
that,  if  the  house  should  be  of  opinion  thai 
nothing  improper  had  been  done  by  the 
Treasury,  the  usual  and  ordinary  course  of 
ptoceedmg  would  be  to  pass  to  the  6lher 
orders  of  the  day,  or  to  resort  to  the  pre- 
vious question.  The  first  question  for  the 
house  to  consider  was,  whether  thp  act  of 
the  Treasury  was  legal ;  the  next  if  it  was 
blameable.  The  hon.  gent,  who  had 
brought  forward  the  Resolutions  had  not 
gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  act  was  ille- 
gal :  he  was  therefore  justified  in  assaming 
that  it  was  legal.  As  to  the  propriety  of 
the  act,  he  had  to  observe,  that  when  the 
present  administration  came  into  office, 
the  house  had  been  separated  from  the  of- 
fice of  judge-advocate,  and  a  compensation 
of  500/.  per  annum  given  in  lieu  to  that  of- 
ficer. The  notice  served  upon  the  present 
sir  Charles  Morgan  to  quit  the  house  had 
expired  since  the  present  administration 
came  into  office ;  and  as  the  house  was  not 
large  enough  for  the  office  of  the  home  de- 
partment, it  was  thought  right  to  give  il 
for  the  present  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Coniroul,  but  not  to  annex  it  to 
his  office.  No  minute  had  been  made  of 
the  transaction ;  not  because  the  board  of 
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Treasury  wished  to  shrink  from  the  respon- 
sibility»  hot  because  no  board  was  sitting 
at  the  time.  If  any  sufficient  salary  was 
annexed  to  the  oihce  of  President  of  the 
Board  of  Controul,  then  certainly  the 
board  of  Treasury  would  have  been  to 
blame;  but  as  it  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  the  salary  was  inadeciuate,  he 
trusted  the  bouse  would  notthink  that  there 
was  any  thing  improper  in  the  transaction. 

Mr.  Tkmey  appealed  to  the  hon.  gent., 
(Mr.  Bankes)  who  wa*  then  chairman  of 
the  coDciniittee  of  finance^  whether  imme- 
diately ^n  his  retiring  from  office,  he  had 
not  sugg«'8ted  to  him  the  propriety  of  re- 
commending the  increase  of  the  salaries  of 
some  oliices,  and  particularly  of  that  of 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Controul. 
But  though  the  salary  was  too  small,  he 
did  not  think  the  house  should  sanction 
the  addition  to  it  in  tEe  shape  of  a  grant 
of  a  house.  For  his  own  part,  he  thought 
th&  transactiiHi  illegal,  because  the  act 
gaye  only  5,000/.  per  annum  to  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  commissioners ;  and 
when  it  was  afterwards,  in  1792,  thought 
right  to  grant  them  all  salaries,  it  was  pro- 
Tided  that  the  East  India  company  should 
not  pay  more  than  10,000/.  Bubwhep  it 
was  provided  that  the  East  India  company 
should  not  pay  more,  it  was  not  intended 
that  the  public  should  be  made  to  pay  any 
part  of  the  salaries  of  the  commissioners. 
He  thought,  therefore*  that  the  board  of 
Treasury  was  blameable  in  letting  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Controul  Have  the 
house  in  the  manner  they  had,  and,  as  he 
felt  they  had  acted  improTidently,  he 
should  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  hankei  admitted  that  the  right  hon* 
gent,  had  made  the  communication  he 
alluded  to,  at  the  time  he  stated,  but  as 
the  Committee  had  been  appointed  for  the 
purpdbe  of  inquirinff  what  retrenchments 
could  be  made  in  omces  and  sinecures,  he 
did  not  think  that  it  came  within  the  pur- 
pose  for  which  it  had  b«en  appointed,  to 
recommend  an  increase  of  the  salary  of 
any  office.  He  thought  the  mode  of  aug- 
menting salaries  by  granting  houses  was 
tbe  worst,  the  most  absurd,  and  most  pro- 
digal manner,  in  which  that  could  be  done. 
It  generally  cost  the  public  double  or  tre- 
ble the  amount  of  the  increase  in  contem- 
plation. He  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
contrary  to  the  intention  and  the  meaning 
^f  the  act  of  parliament,  that  such  an  ap- 
propriati<m  as  that  under  consideration 
should  ha^e  been  made. 

After  a  few  wofds  m  explanation  from 


the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  tbe  pre- 
vious question  was  carried  upon  the  firsti 
resolution,  and  the  second  was  negatived 
without  a  division. 

[Placemen  and  Pensioners  in  Parli4^ 
MENT.]  Mr.  Whithread  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submitting  to  the  house  the  propo* 
sition  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  and  tQ 
which  he  could  not  anticipate  the  slightest 
rational  objection.  It  was  his  intention  tQ 
have  pressed  this  proposition  on 'a  former 
night,  if  he  had  not  been  induced  to 
withdraw  it  on  that  occasion^  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  suggestions  of  several  mem« 
bers,  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  dis» 
cuss  the  question  then,  as  it  had  come  upon 
them  by  surprise.  The  right  hon.  th^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  declared 
himseh  ready  to  meet  the  question  in  thai 
instance,  and  to  give  a  direct  negative  t0 
a  Resolution,  that  it  was  desirable  still  fur* 
ther  to  limit  the  number  of  persons*  bold-* 
ing  places,  or  pensions,  or  sinecures,  hav* 
tng  seats  in  that  house.  That  right  hon* 
gent,  could  not  have  forgotten  the  fbupda* 
tion  of  the  reference  to  the  Committee  of 
Finance  on  this  subject,  which  referencf 
had  grown  out  of  a  proposition  of  a  nobit 
lord  (lord  Cochrane)  now  member  for 
Westminster,  submitted  to  that  house  oa 
the  7th  of  July  1807.  The  ground  i»pon 
which  the  noble  lord  had  brought  forward 
that  proposition,  was  the  impression  upoa 
his  own  mind,  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  in  that  house  was  considerable,  and 
a  conviction,  that,  according  to  the  opinioit 
of  the  public,  the  influence  of  the  crown 
in  parliament  was  too  great ;  that  the  eor* 
ruptions  which  were  known  to  exist,  #ere 
the  necessary  consequence  of  that  influ* 
ence ;  and  that  a  solemn  investigation  was 
necessary  in  order  to  ascertain  by  what 
constitutional  means  means  it  could  be 
reduced.  With  a  view  to  this  invcstiga^ 
tion,  the  noble  lord  had  moved  for  a  re- 
turn of  all  the  places,  pensions,  sinecure^ 
office^  or  emoluments  under  government, 
enjoyed  by  persons  having  seats  in  that 
house^  or  by  their  immediate  connections* 
Th*e  right  hon.  gent,  however,  generalized 
the  proposition  of  the  noble  lord,  in  the 
reference  he  made  to  the  Commitlee,  di^ 
reeling  it  to  report  upon  all  sinecures,  pen>- 
sions,  &c.  distinguishing  those  held  by 
members  of  ^parliament.  It  was  said  at 
the  tinve,  that  the  object  of  the  right  hoft. 
gent,  was  to  slur  over  the  matter,  and  to 
mix  it  with  other  considerations,  in  such  a 
manner,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to . 
come  to  any  distind  docistoR  v|K>it  tfao  roal 
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question.     He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that 
the  right  hop.   gent,  had  any  such  inten- 
tion; but  certainly  the  effect  of  his   in- 
terference op  the  occasion  was,  that  the 
fvhole  question  became  so  confused,  that 
the  simple  and  distinct  proposition  of  the 
noble  lord  was  absolutel}'  lost  in  the  ex- 
traneous complicated  matter  blended  with 
it.     When  the  house  had  been  lately  in  a 
Committee  on  the  Bill  of  his  hon.  friend, 
and  a  reference  was  made  to  the  original 
intention  in    forming  the   Committee   of 
Finance,  it  was  proposed  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  influence,"  as  if  the  reference  to 
that  Committee  extended  only  to  economy 
and  not  to  influence.     The  noble  lord  who 
had  originated  the  proposition  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Committee,  was  at  the 
time  in  the  house ;  and  he  had  expected 
that  the  noble  lord  would  have  taken  the 
occasion  to  recal  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  real  state  of  ihe  original  reference 
to  the  Committee.     As  the  noble  lord  had 
'  left  the  house  without  saying  any  thing 
upon   the  subject,  he   then   felt    himself 
bound  to  move  the  Amendment  he  had 
submitted  to  the  Committee,  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  had  declared  himself  ready 
to  meet,  but  which,  on  the  suggestions  of 
others,  he  h^d  then  been  induced  to  with- 
draw.    Ob  putting  the  question  at  that 
time,  he  intimated  his  intention  to  bring  it 
forward  in  a  distinct  shape,  in  the  coui-se 
•  of  the  present  session.    But  owing  to  some 
mistake  respecting  the  notice,  and  consi- 
dering the  advanced  period  of  the  season, 
as  well  as  the  very  thin  attendance  which 
was    likely    to  continue   during  the   re- 
mainder of  the  session,  of  which  the  state 
of  the  house  at  that  moment  was  a  proof, 
he  had  changed  his  intention,  and  now 
proposed  to  move  solely  a  Resolution,  that 
at  an  early  period  of  next  session,  that 
house  would  appoint  a  Committee  to  con- 
sider of  the  propriety  of  providing  further 
limitations  of  the  numbers  of  persons  hold- 
ing places,  pensions,  or  sinecures,  and  seats 
in  that  house.     To  that  Resolution  he  did 
not  think  that  any   opposition  could   be 
niade,  because,  whatever  might  be  the  o*pi- 
iiion  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  upon  the  ulte- 
rior question,  as  the  influence  of  the  crown 
in  that  house  was  now  avowed,  and  said  to 
be  necessary,  a  doctrine  which  had  nerer 
before  been  tolerated  in  that  house — he 
thought  that  the  right  hon.   gent.,  from 
deference  to  public  opinion,  would  not  ob- 
ject to  this  Resolution.     It  was  strongly 
impressed  upon  the  public  mind,  that  the 
influence  to  which  he  alluded  was  the 


cause  of  all  the  corruptions  in  the  state, 
and  contequently  led  to  the  increase  of  the 
public  burdens  so  grievously  felt  by  all 
classes  of  the  community.     In  deference, 
therefore,  to  the  opinion  of  the  pubKc, 
the    right     hon.    gent    would    not,    he 
trusted,  make  any  objection  to   his  pro- 
position, especially  as,  in  the  next  ses- 
sion, when  the  subject  should  be  brought 
fully  before  the  house,  he  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  shewing,  if  he  could,  that 
the   influence  of  the  crown  was  not  so 
great  ad  ^as  supposed,  or  so  prominent  as 
to  require  any  reduction. — But  j^ere  he 
was  bound  to  state,  that  in  his  view  of  the 
subject,  the  influence  of  the  crown  had  in- 
creased, and  ought  to  be  diminished  by  those 
constitutional  means  which  parliament  had 
been  in  the  habit,  frome  time  to  time,  of- 
resorting  to  for  its  reduction.   Unless  those 
means  which  by  constitutional  right  and 
habitual  exercise,  belonged  to  that  and 
the  other  house  of  parliament,  should  be 
employed  to  diminish  the  increasing  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  it  would  in  the  end 
overthrow  the  two  other  legislative  branches 
of  the  state.     A  right  hon.  gent,  opposite 
(Mr.  Rose)  who  had  studied  this  subject 
with  diligence,  had  on  a  former  night  en- 
tered into  statements,  and  produced  tables 
to  the  house  to  shew,  that  the  influence  of 
the   crown   had  been  diminished,  rather 
than  increased,  because  there  were  fewer 
placemen  in  parliament  at  present  than  in 
former  periods.      He  did  not  mean  to  stop 
here  to  mquire  into  the  accuracy  of  these 
tables,  or  the  justice  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman^s  deductions  from  them.     Though 
it  might  be  true  that  there  were   fewer 
placemen  in  that  house  now  than  formerly, 
that  would  not  shew  that  the  influence  of 
the  crown  had  undergone  any  diminution. 
That  unobserved  influence  of  the  crown 
out  of  doors,  growing  out  of  the  apfxMnt- 
ment    to    the    various    and     numberless* 
offices,  under    the  patronage  of  govern- 
ment, was   alarmingly  progressive,    and 
might  render  it  necessary  to  diminish  the 
number  of  public  officers  and  placemen 
eligible   to  seats  in   that   house. — ^Every 
man  who  contemplated  the  vast  accoma- 
lation  of  the  national  debt,  the  enormous 
extension  of  the  army  and  navy,  the  cor- 
respondent augmehtation  of  all  the  other 
public   establishments,  and   the  mass  of 
patronage  in  the  gross  and  in  the  detail 
that  must  necessarily  arise  out  of  such  a 
state  of  things,  must  be  convinced  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  has  increased  and  is 
increasing.     The  next  quesiiim  wa^  ivbe- 
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ther  that  beinff  the  case,  it  ought  not  to 
be  dimiDishcd?  It  was  his  decided  and 
conscientious  opinion  that  it  ought,  and 
that  it  roust  be  reduced,  if  parliament 
were  disposed  to  do- its  duty.  As  an  in- 
stance of  the  alarming  increase  of the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  he  might  refer  to  an 
act  which  passed  within  the  last  two  years, 
the  act  for  the  establishment  of  the  Local 
Militia.,  He  begged  f^entlemen  to  consi- 
der what  a  mass  of  influence  was  creased 
by  the  establishment  of  that  large  force, 
extending  too  throughout  erery  part  of  the 
kingdom  ;  he  wished  them  only  to  con- 
template the  means  which  this  single 
establishment  aflbrded  for  attaching  per- 
sons of  every  description  to  the  govern- 
ment, as  would  be  obvious  from  the  num- 
ber of  commissions  signed  and  published 
in  every  gazette. — [Signed  by  tlie  lieu- 
tenants, whispered  across  the  table.  ] — Yes, 
signed  by  the  lords  lieutenants ;  but  the 
persons  were  to  be  approved  of  by  the  go- 
vernment, and,  consequeiitly,  indebted  to 
the  government  for  their  commissions.  Be- 
sides, the  number  of  applications  to  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office,  and  the  sums  of 
money  indispensably  issued  for  the  sup- 
port of  this  force,  necessarily  and  unoues- 
tionably  increased  the  influence  ot  the 
crown  over  members  of  that  house,  through 
thjeir  constituents.— There  were  numerous 
other  instances  which  he  could  state,  but 
as  there  was  another  important  subiect  to 
come  on,  he  should  not  think  it  justihable  in 
him  to  occupy  too  much  of  the  attention  of 
the  house,  in  as  much  as  the  principal  ques- 
tion would  not  be  discussed  till  next  session. 
The  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had,  on  a  former  night,  taunted  him 
with  being  a  theorist,  a  disciple  of  specu- 
lation, WMlst  he  claimed  for  himself  to 
have  the  practice  all  on  his  side.  So  far 
however,  from  being  supported  only  by 
theory,  he  would  contend,  that  he  had  the 
uniform  practice  of  parliament  and  the 
sound  principles  of  the  constitution  on  his 
side.  During  the  whole  of  the  last  centu- 
ry, measures  had  been  adopted  from  time 
to  time,  for  the  gradual  improvement  of 
the  constitution  qf  that  house,  by  the  remo- 
val from  its  body  of  persons  dependent 
upon  the  crown.  Of  this  description  were 
the  various  Acts  for  the  exclusion  of  dis- 
qualified persons  from  seats  in  that  house, 
and  for  the  disfranchisement  of  voters  who 
might  have  rendered  themselves  unworthy 
of  the  elective  franchise  by  the  corrupt 
abuse  of  that  valuable  privilege.  Every 
such  naeasurs  was  more  calculated  to  pu- 


rify patliament  than  to  curtail  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown.  He  did  not  rest 
therefore  upon  theory ;  his  Resolution 
was  founded  upon  the  original  prac- 
tice of  that  house,  and  was  but  an  ex- 
tension of  the  principle  which  had  been 
uniformly  acted  upon  since  the  Revolution. 
Having  proved  his  Resolution  to  be  con- 
formable to  the  uniform  practice  of  parlia- 
ment, he  should  then  contend  that  the 
present  was  a  proper  time  for  acting  upon 
it,  by  diminishing  the  number  of  Placemen 
and  Pensioners,  and  others  influenced  by  the 
government,  having  seats  in  that  house. 
He  was  bound,  however,  to  add,  that  that 
part  of  the  Act  of  Settlement  which  was 
to  exclude  all  public  officers  and  place- 
men from  seats  in  that  house  after  a  cer- 
tain time,  was  a  mere  theory  that  never 
had  been  acted  upon,  for  it  ceased  to  be 
jBi  theory,  even  before  it  could  have  become 
a  law.  The  principles  laid  down  in  thai 
part  of  the  Act  of  Settlement  would,  if 
acted  upon,  prove  most  mischievous  in 
practice,  and  highly  detrimental  to  the 
public  service.  But  there  was  an  oppo- 
site mischief,  which  it  was  equally  the 
duty  of  that  house  to  guard  against ;  they 
might  have  too  many  such  persons  in  par- 
liament; amischief  which  existed  at  pre- 
sent, and  which  it  was  the  bounden  duty 
of  that  house  to  correct.  A  right  hon. 
gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Rose)  had  said  on  a 
former  night,  that,  besides  the  great  offi- 
cers of  state,  it  was  necessary  that  others 
connected  with  the  public  departments 
should  have  seats  in  parliament,  as  the 
duties  of  their  situations  were  intimately 
connected  with  the  business  of  that  house, 
and  could  not  t>e  eilfectually  discharged  if 
they  were  excluded  from  seats  in  it. 
Granted:  this  he  did  not  pretend  to  deny. 
It  was  never  his  wish  to  exclude  a  reason- 
able proportion  of  the  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  public  departments  from 
that  house ;  but  he  thought  that  some  li- 
mits should  be  set  to  the  number,  and  > 
was  convinced  that  there  were  at  present 
more  than  were  necessary  among  the 
members  of  that  house.  He  begged  to 
be  understood  in  this  observation  as  leav- 
ing the  persons  so  circumstanced  alto* 
ffether  out  of  his  Consideration,  and  look- 
ing only  to  the  practice.  Many  of  the 
hon.  members  who  were  in  that  situation 
were  highly  respectable,  and  would,  no 
doubt,  give  their  votes  inde[»endently  on 
the  same  side  as  at  present,  even  if  they 
bad  no  connection  with  government  'or 
the  public  departments.      Any  observe 
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tions,  therefore,  which  he  should  have  to 
make,  would  not  apply  to  the  particular 
persons  now  in  office :  others  bad  before 
them  been  in  the  same  situation,  as  others 
might  after  them;  the  practice  alone  he 
condemned;  and  to  that  he  should  be  a 
most  decided  enemy,  whoever  might  be 
involved  in  it.  In  looking  to  the  list  upon 
the  table  he  was  prepared  to  assert,  that 
it  did  not  appear  to  him  necessary  that 
all  the  commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
should  have  seats  in  that  house.  When- 
ever the  First  Lord,  as  it  often  happened, 
was  not  a  member  of  that  house,  two  Com- 
missioners and  the  Secretary  of  the  Admi- 
ralty would  obviously  be  enough  to  have 
seats  in  that  house,  and  fully  adequate  to 
do  all  the  parliamentary  business  of 
that  department  The  same  observation 
he  should  maker  respecting  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury,  of  whom  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  only  a  certain  proportion, 
together  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, should  be  allowed  to  sit  in  par- 
liament. In  the  Ordnance  department, 
as  the  Master  general  was  scarcely  ever  a 
member  of  that  house,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Secretary  might  be  allowed  to  be- 
come a  member  of  that  house ;  but  he 
■  could  see  no  reason  why  the  Storekeeper, 
the  Treasurer,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  De- 
livery, should  be  eligible  to  seats  in  par- 
liaments. With  regard  to  the  Paymasters 
of  the  Army,  it  would  be  desirable  that 
the  Principal  Paymaster  should  sit  in  that 
houst;  but  there  could  be  no  necessity 
whatever  for  admitting  either  the  joint  or 
the  deputy  paymaster  to  the  same  privilege. 
As  to  the  Board  of  Controul,  as  the  busi* 
ness  of  that  office  had  very  little  connec- 
tion with  the  details  of  parliament,  he 
could  see  no  reason  why  any  more  than 
the  President  of  that  Board  should  have 
permission  to  sit  in  parliament.  Having 
naid  that  he  would  not  object  to  the  effi- 
cient officers  of  the  State  being  members 
of  that  house,  and  even  having  admitted 
that  some  of  the  subordinate  omcers  con- 
nected with  the  public  departments  might 
be  allowed  to  sit  in  parliament,  in  order 
that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
t>ecome  acquainted  with  the  busin«ss  of 
that  house,  and  fit  themselves  for  higher 
offices,  he  should  confine  his  concessions 
to  them,  because  he  did  not  think  it  at  all 
necessary,  that  any  other  placemen  should 
have  seats  in  that  house.  He  should  now 
leave  that  part  of  the  question,  and  go  to 
his  majesty's  Household>  the  individuals 
connected  with  which  having  seats  in  that 


house,  were  so  many  advocates  for  prero^ 
gative,  and  added  considerably  to  the  in- 
fluence of  tile  crown  m  parliament.  This 
might  be  extremely  proper ;  but  it  did 
not  appear  so  clearly  in  that  light  to  bim« 
Gentlemen  might  tlnnk  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary and  right  that  tlie  ministers  should 
have  a  controul  over  a  certain  number  of 
the  members  of  that  house;  they  might 
think,  and  maintain  too,  that  it  was  proper 
that  the  crown  should  have,  as  in  other 
times  it  had,  a  party  in  that  house  to  con* 
troul  both  sides  of  the  house.  But  to  this 
point  he  should  only  allude,  because,  how- 
ever relaxed  their  practice  had  been  of 
late,  and  however  difficult  the  Speaker 
might  find  it  to  resume  those  reins  whrfch 
his  predecessors  had  found  effectual  to 
check  all  irregularity  and  disorder,  but 
which  had  been  wrenched  from  him,  cer- 
tainly vt^iihout  any  the  most  distant  impu- 
tation against  himself,  by  the  gross  and 
disorderly  assertions  to  which  he  had  been 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  listening  ;  still 
relaxed  as  their  practice  had  been,  there 
Were  limits  which  it  would  not  be  justifi- 
able on  any  ground  to  overstep,  and  coose- 
quenily  he  i^ould  only  allude  to  a  circam- 
stanceVhich  he  could  not  without  viola- 
ting order  venture  to  mention.  He  coald 
not^  discover  any  reason  why  the  Groon 
of  his  majesty's  Bedchamber,  the  first 
Equerry  to  his  msjesty,  or  the  Vice  Cham- 
berlains to  his  majesty  and  the  queen* 
should  be  members  of  that  house,  the  du- 
ties of  their  office  respectively  not  having 
the  slightest  connection  with  parliameia- 
tary  business.  It  was  his  opinion,,  thai 
the  presence  of  such  officer^  in  parliamoit 
had  no  other  efifect  than  to  ioci^aae  the 
influence  of  the  crown. — ^The  caae^.  h« 
had  mentioned,  out  of  the  many  that  cooki 
be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house,  would  be  sufficient,  he  trusted,  to 
prove  to  die  house  the  necessity  that  ex« 
isted  for  providing  some  further  limitation 
of  the  number  of  Placemen  and  Pension- 
ers having  seats  in  that  house. — Without 
supposing  the  existence  of  any  cermpt  or 
dishonourable  motive  in  such  persons, 
there  were  even  virtues  in  their  naten 
that  might  give  them  an  improper  bias ; 
gratitude  and  friendship  might  blind  them 
to  their  public  duty,  and  the  respect  they 
owed  the  constitution.  It  had  becnpro*' 
vided  by  an  act  of  queen  Anne,  tibat  no 
persons  having  pensions  during  pleasure, 
should  be  eligible  to  sit  in  parliamem^ 
The  principle  of  the  act  was  sonnd,  but 
it  was  A>on  etadedjt  for  Pensians  were 
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afterwards  granted  for  terms  of  years. 
By  the  act  of  George  the  First  it  was  pro- 
Tided,  that  persons  holding  pensions  for 
terms  of  years  should  not  be  caf^able  of 
sitting  in  Parliament  This  u^s  an  ex- 
tension of  the  principle  of  the  former  act, 
but  the  measure  stopped  sbort  of  the  limit 
it  should  have  been  carried  to,  and  left  it 
to  a  third  act  to  exclude  life-pensioners 
from  that  house.  There  could  be  no 
doubt,  that  the  persons  to  whom  pensions 
were  granted,  must  feel  attached  to  the 
government  to  which  they  were  indebted 
for  the  grants ;  but  it  might  be  said  that 
the  holders  of  pensions  for  life  were  more 
independent  than  those  who  held  during 
pleasure,  or  for  a  term  of  years.  Un- 
doubtedly it  would  appear  that  such  must 
be  the  case ;  but  when  it  was  considered 
that  pensions  might  be  granted  for*a  term 
of  years,  greater  than  the  probable  or  pos- 
sible duration  of  any  life,  it  most  appear 
extraordinary,  why  the  Act  of  George  1. 
had  not-  been  extended  to  pensioners  for 
life  as  well  as  pensioiiers  for  a  term  of 
years.  The  holders  of  sinecure  places 
onght  also  to  be  excluded  from  seats  in 
that  house,  because  it  was  maintained  by 
.some  persons  that  such  places  ought  still 
to  be  continued,  in  order  that  they  might 
be  made  the  reward  of  merit  and  public 
services  ; — they  created  infhience,  and 
should  therefore  disqualify  for  parliament. 
It  might  perhaps  be  right  that  a  sinerure 
place  held  for  life  should  not  render  the 
holder  incapable  of  sitting  in  parliament. 
But  sinecures  were  not  always  bestowed 
as  the  reward  of  merit :  they  were  often 
granted  without  any  reference  to  services, 
and  in  such  cases  were  the  instruments  of 
the  most  pernicious  and  reprehensible 
species  of  influence.  He  had  thus  stated 
the  views  upon  which  he  was  induced  to 
bring  forward  the  Resolution  he  had  to 
propose.  He  hoped,  that  no  person  would 
take  alarm  at  the  production  of  such  a  pro- 
position at  this  particular  moment,  as  if  it 
was  the  first  step  to  a  Parliamentary  Re* 
fbrm.  Whatever  might  be  the  difference 
prevailing  in  the  house  upon  the  subject 
of  Parliamentary  Reform,  he  was  per- 
suaded, that  this  was  a  proposition  which 
should  unite  both  the  advocates  and  the 
opponents  of  Reform  in  its  support.  Those 
who  were  adverse  to  Parliamentary  Re- 
form, according  to  the  usual  sense  in  which' 
it  was  understood,  would  do  well  to  vote 
fer  his  Resolution.  The  adoption  of  such  a 
proposition  would  shew  the  people,  that  the 
bouse  of  commons  had  the  meant  and  the 


dispositioQ  to  reform  itself,  tnd  deprive 
the  a<hrocate8  of  change  of  one  of  the 
strongest  of  their  arguments  against  the 
constitution  of  that  house.  The  friends  of 
Parliamentary  Reform,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  an  interest  in  supporting  his  propoai<^ 
tion,  because  in  whatever  way  the  question 
of  Reform  may  be  disposed  of,  however 
the  members  of  that  house  may  beelected^ 
they  must  agree  with  him,  that  it  was 
not  desirable  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  should  be  increased  .in  that  house. 
— He  did  not  recollect  any  thing  further 
that  was  necessary  for  him  to  say  on  this 
subject  in  order  to  induce  the  house  to 
agree  to  his  Resolution.  He  had  stated 
on  a  former  night  his  opinion  upon  what 
was  called  granting  remunerations,  but 
what  he  considered  anticipations  of  ser- 
vices. He  was  still  of  the  same  opinion, 
and  looked  upon  such  grants  as  a  most 
prodigal  waste  of  the  public  money.— 
Much  he  had  heard  said  of  purchasing 
the  lives  of  professional  men,  that  is,  of 
giving  them  a  compensation  for  abandon-* 
ing  their  professions.  This  practice  be 
was  sure  could  not  be  right  upon  principle, 
and  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  gross  and 
glaring  abuse,  the  growth  of  modern  times. 
He  was  glad,  however,  to  take  that  op- 
portunity of  adverting  to  what  had  fallen 
from  a  noble  friend  in  answer  to  some  ob-* 
servations  he  had  made  on  a  former  night, 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  learned 
gentleman,  Mr.  M'Donald,  to  be  an  Ame- 
rican commissioner.  He  felt  pleasure  in 
stalling,  that  he  believed  his  noble  friend's 
representation  on  that  occasion,  to  have 
been  correct,  and  that  Mr.  McDonald 
not  only  had  been  distinguished  in  his^ 
profession,  and  ably  executed  the  dutiee^ 
of  a  commissioner,  to  which  he  had  been 
appointed,  but  bad  made  no  stipula- 
tion whatever  respecting  the  amount  of 
compensation  to  which  he  was  entitled 
for  havine  quitted  his  profession :  the 
grant  and  the  amount  of  that  compensa* 
tion  having  been  the  gratuitoos  retribution 
of  the  government.  Though  he  const* 
dered  the  case  of  this  gentleman  as  a 
distinguished  exception,  he  was  no  less  an 
enemy  to  the  principle,  and  entirely  con- 
demned the  practice.  The  hon.  member 
then  moved  his  Resolution  to  the  follow-* 
ing  effect,  ^  Resolved  that  this  honse  will 
early  in  the  next  session  of  parliament, 
take  into  its  most  serious  consideration 
how  far  it  may  be  exp^^dient  to  provide 
some  further  limitation  to  the  number  of 
Persons  holding  setts  in  this  Ho«ie^  to« 
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gether    with    Pensions,    Sinecures/    and 
Places  of  emolument  under  the  crown." 

Mr.  Rose,  as  one  of  the  persons  alluded 
to  by  the  bon.  gent,  and  whom  he  wished 
to  disqualify  from  holding  seats  in  that 
house,  begged  to  say  a  few  words. — ^The 
hon.  8;ent.  had  proposed  no  practical 
amendment  to  the  great  influence  of 
which  he  complained.  That  house  con- 
sisted of  65S  members,  and  the  measure 
suggested  by  the  hon.  gent,  would  npt  go 
farther  than  to  disqualif}^  25  of  them, 
which  was  a  number  so  small  that  it  could 
not  make  any  sensible  alteration  in  the 
constitution  or  the  decisions  of  that  house. 
He  had  occasion  to  state  a  few  days  ago, 
that  the  number  of  placemen  now  in  par- 
liament was  less  by  1 S  or  1 9,  than  it  was 
in  the  year  1781.  He  had  since  found 
that  in  fact  there  were  about  25  or  26  less 
than  at  the  former  period.  When  the 
hon.  gent,  spoke  of  the  unobserved  in* 
fluence  of  the  crown,  he  certainly  had 
forgotten,  or  perhaps  not  attended  to  the 
statement  he  had  then  made.  The  dimi- 
Btttion  of  the  influence  of  the  crown  over 
ihe  members  of  that  house  was  still  greater 
in  respect  of  this,  which  was  called  the 
unobserved  influence,  than  in  the  osten- 
siblfi  placets  granted  by  the  government. 
Formerly,  valuable  bonuses  in  loans,  lot- 
teries, and  contracts,  used  to  be  given  to 
the  members  of  that  house ;  and  nothing 
was  more  gammon  than  members  having 
the  profits  of  offices  held  in  other  names, 
and  of  which  none  but  the  ministers,  or 
those  immediately  about  them,  knew  any 
thing.  There  were  probably,  in  former 
^  times,  above  30  or  60  members  who  thus 
enjoyed  concealed  favours  from  the  crown. 
As  to  the  king's  immediate  household,  or 
grooms  of  the  bedchamber,  he  had  never 
heard  of  their  influencing  the  decisions  of 
that  house.  He  believed  that  at  present 
there  was  but  one  amongst  them  who  was 
a  member  of  the  house  of  commons.  As 
to  the  provisions  so  often  npoken  of  in  the 
Act  of  Settlement,  they  were  immediately 
found  to  be  impracticable,  and  that  serious 
inconveniences  would  result  from  them  ; 
and  therefore  this  part  of  the  Act  of  Set- 
tlement was  very  soon  repealed.  It  ap- 
peared tp  him,  upon  the  whole,  that  if  the 
increasing  .influence  of  the  crown  was 
^vhat  the  hon.  gent,  complained  of,  be 
had  not  |K>inted  out  a  sui!icient  remedy. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that,  as  the  hon.  gent,  had  begun  his 
speech  by  saying,  that  he  could  not  con- 
^five  any  possible  objection  U>  his  motK^O;; 


he  therefore  thought  it  necessary  for  him 
to  give  his  reasons  for  opposing  it.  He 
considered  that  if  the  house  were  ta 
agree  to  the  motion,  it  would  be  expressing 
its  opinion  that  it  was  desirable  to  take 
the  subject  into  serious  considei^ation, 
with  a  view  of  diminishing  the  number 
of  placemen  in  parliament.  He,  there- 
fore, conceived,  that  it  would  be  prejudg- 
cing  the  question  to  agree  to  such  a  mo- 
tion, whereas  the  question  would  not  be 
prejudged  by  their  not  agreeing  to  it. 
It  would  be  open  to  the  hon.  gent,  to 
bring  it  forward  as  early  as  he  pleased  in 
the  course  of  the  next  session.  The  hon. 
gent,  had  stated,  that  at  no  former  time 
was  it' ever  argued  in  that  house,  that 
the  crown  ought  to  hav^  an  inflaence 
over  the  members  of  that  house.  Now, 
he  would  venture  to  say,  that  whenever 
the  question  of  reform  was  agitated  there 
it  was  resisted  on  that  very  ground,  that 
practically  it  was  of  advantage  to  the 
country  that  the  crown  should  have  some 
influence  in  that  house.  Even  the  ce« 
lebrated  Resolution  of  Mr.  Dunning, 
«'  That  the  influence  of  the  crown  had  in- 
creased, was  increasing,  and  ought  to  be 
diminished,''  did  not  go  so  far  as  to  take 
away  all  influence  from  the  crown.  In 
this  motion,  which  the  hon.  gent,  seemed 
to  have  in  view  in  bringing  forward  his 
present  resolution,  such  influence  was 
to  a  certain  degree  recognised,  else  the 
nH>tioh  would  have  been,  not  that  it  should 
be  diminished,  but  that  it  should  be 
abolished  and  removed  out  of  those  walls. 
As  to  what  he  had  heard  of  a  great  dis* 
content  prevailing  in  the  public  mind, 
on  account  of  abuses  in  the  constitution, 
he  did  net  believe  the  flu^t.  It  was  a  topic 
used  by  those  demagogues  who  arguea  at 
public  meetings  ;  but  he  did  not  believe 
it  was  the  sense  of  the  country.  He  could 
not  conceive  any  good  that  could  possibly 
re>«ultfrom  this  motion,  and  therefore  he 
could  not  support  it.  If  the  influence  of 
the  crown  had  increased,  the  inflaence  of 
the  popular  part  of  the  constitution  had 
increased  also.  The  increase  of  wealth  and 
independence  was  a  sort  of  countervailing 
influence  which  balanced  the<  increasing 
influence  of  the  crown.  He  was  a$to« 
nished  that  the  hon.  gent,  should  consider 
the  establishment  of  the  Local  Militia  as 
an  increase  of  influence,  when  he  most 
know  that  he  himsolf  was  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  influenced  by  holding  a 
high  commission,  that  of  colonel,  in  the 
Logal  Militia,    Tht  fact  was,  that  th«  ap« 
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pointmentb  were  given,  not  by  the  crown, 
but  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  lord 
lieutenants  of  counties,  to  which  recom- 
mendation the  crown  had  certainly  a  ne- 
gative. Conceiving  that  the  motion  could 
hate  no  other  effect  but  to  prejudge  th6 
question,  he  should  not  support  it. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  tliat  as  the  Resolution 
wa5  now  worded  it  wotild  prejudge  the 
question,  but  he  thought  with  a  slight  al- 
teration that  objection  could  be  got  rid  of. 
If  his  hon.  -friend  would  limit  his  motion 
to  a  resolution,  that  the  house  should  in 
the  next  session  of  parliament  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  alluded  to 
in  his  notice,  he  should  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion. Although  he  was  not  for  yielding 
to  popular  clamour,  yet  tf  the  public  opi- 
nion evidently  sat  in  one  direction,  he 
thought  it  ought  not  to  conti-oul  absolutely 
'  the  decisions  of  that  house,  but  that  it 
should  induced  them  to  consider  that  sub- 
ject with  peculiar  attention.     This  matter, 

*^  however,  did  not  originate  from  popular 
clamour,  or  from  any  thing  which  took 
place  out  of  doors;  it  was  from  an  act  of 
the  house  itself;  from  a  Report  of  a  Com- 
Uiittee  which  they  had  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate this  particular  business.  Upon 
that  ground,  he  thought  the  house  might 
very  properly  pledge  itself  to  take  into 

I  consideration  early  in  the  next  session,  a 
report  of  one  of  their  own  committees. 
They  would  be  only  pledged  to  consider 
the  sijhject,  but  not  pledged  as  to  the 
manner  they  were  to  determine  on  it.  He 
thought  that  some  of  the  placemen  men- 
tioned ought  not  to  ait  in  parliament ;  but 
he  disagreed  with  many  people,  in  think- 
ing there  could  be  any  soqnd  objection  to 
sinecure  placemen  and  pensioners,  who 
had  their  appointments  for  life.  They 
Were  just  as  independent  as  any  other 
men:  ahd  the  late  administration  were 
constantly  opposed  by  many  persons  of 
that  description,  and  the  present  adminis- 
tration i>y  some. 

Lord  Folkestone  rose,  in  consequence ,  of 
the  last  observation  which  had  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  member,  who  appeared  to 
him  to  have  fallen  into  a  great  n^istake.  The 
confusion  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  seemed 
to  consist  in  this.  Many  of  those  who  held 
sinecures  and  pensions  for  life,  when  they 
Voted  against  a  particular  administration, 
conceived  thej'  shewed  a  great  deal  of  in- 
dependence, and  that  therefore  they  were 
very  fit  and  proper  men  to  sit  in  that 
house.  This  was  not,  however,  the  sort 
of  independence  which  he  thought  should 
Vol.  XIV. 


be  required  from  those  who  called  them- 
selves the  representatives  of  the  people. 
The  sort  of  feeling  that  became  a  repre-  . 
sentative  of  the  people  was  a  common  in- 
terest with  the  people 'at  large.  Those 
who  held  these  sinecures  and  pensioas  had 
a  different  interest.  They  had  other  peo- 
ple to  look  to,  to  whom  they  were  .bound, 
if  not  by  expectancy,  at  least  by  gratitude, 
and  therefore  they  were  not  altogether  as 
independent  as  other  men,  or  as  nt  for  re- 
presentatives of  the  people.  If  they  did 
not  expecv  any  thing  from  ministers,  there- 
fore, they  had  their  debt  of  gratitude  to 
pay  to  them,  and  did  not  continue  with  the 
people,  as  true  and  honest  representatives 
ought  to  do.  On  this  grouna  he  objected 
to  them  as  much  as  to  persons  having  pen- 
sions during  pleasure. 

Lord  /f.  Petty  did  not  conceive  that  the 
reduction  of  placemen  in  that  house  would 
produce  much  effect.     The  increase  of  the 
influence   of  the   crown   was  principally 
from  the  increased  patronage  in  the  re- 
venue, the  army,  and  navy,  but  did  not 
appear  directly  upon  the  members  of  that 
house.    Though  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
upon  the  whole,  had   greatly  increased,  it 
had  rather  diminished  in  that  house.     The 
immense  military  force,  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  country,  were  the  causes  of 
this  increased  influence,  which,  though  it 
did  not  operate  so  much   in  that  house, 
had    a    greut    effect   on   the   country   at 
large.     Hfs  hon.  friend  would  agree  with 
him,  that   the  inflence  of  the  crown,  in- 
stead of  increasing,  had  diminished  in  that 
house,  when  he   stated  that  in   1738  the 
number  of  persons  having  places  and  pen- 
sions  under  th»  crown  amounted  to  234', 
having  among  them  an  income  from  the 
public  purse  of  21 2,()00/.  per  annum.     The- 
observation  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, however,  as  to  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Dunning,  did  not  apply.     He  did  not  al- 
lude in  that  motion  to  the  influence  of  the 
crown  in  that  house,  but  to  the  influence 
of  the   crown  generally.     Thai  great  man 
would  have  been  the  last  person   in  the« 
country  to  admit  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  in  that   house  ought  to  prevail,  or 
that  such  an  idea  ever  had  been,  or  ever 
ought  to  be,  entertained  in  parliament. — • 
One  reason  why  he  agreed  with  the  mo- 
tion, was,  because  he  thought  the  Welsh 
Judges  ought  to  be  excluded  from  seats  in 
that  house,  as  should  also  the  Masters  in 
Chancery.     lie  once  more  begged  to  re- 
commend to  the  right  hon.  gent,   the  re- 
view of  the  establishmeut  as  to  the  Welsk 
8? 
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Judges,  and  particularly  that  fiction  of 
law,  that  there  was  one  sovereign  of  this 
country  and  another  of  Wales.  He  thought 
the  Welsli  Judges  should  be  removed  en- 
tirely, that  Wales  should  be  treated,  as  a 
part  of  England,  and  three  more  added  to 
the  number  of  the  Judges  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Ponsonbj/  said",  he  felt  not  the  least 
didicuky  in  agreeing  with  the  motion  pro- 
posed. It  seemed  to  him,  that  after  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  upon 
this  subject,  and  the  consideration  given  to 
that  Report  in  the  course  of  last  week,  if 
they  were  to  negative  this  motion  it  would 
be  almost  saying  to  the  country,  that  they 
were  to  disregard  totally  that  part  of  the 
Report;  a  proceeding  which  would  be 
most  impolitic,  injurious,  and  improvident. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  say  what  offices 
or  sinecures  ought  to  be  abolished;  at  the 
same  time  he  could  venture  to  say,  that 
his  views  of  the  subject  did  not  coincide 
entirely  with  those  who  had  spoken,  thouch 
he  was  convinced  that  something  should  be 
done.  To  say  that  it  was  only  necessary 
to  exclude  the  member^holdiog  official 
situations,  from  that  house,  shewed  an  ig- 
norance of  the  constitution,  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  government  was  carried  on. 
Before  the  Revolution  the  government  was 
conducted  out  of  parliament;  but  since 
the  Revolution  the  practice  of  the  constitu- 
tion was,  that  it  should  be  conducted  in 
parliament,  and  principally  in  that  house. 
It  was  essential,  therefore,  that  the  servants 
of  government  should  be  there  in  person. 
WJiat  use,  however,  could  there  be  of  per- 
sons who  had  places  holding  seats  in  par- 
liament if  they  had  no  business  to  do  there  ? 
Of  this  description  were. the  officers  re- 
ferred to  by  his  nuble  friend .-^As  to  sine- 
cures or  pensions  for  life,  he  thought  it 
not  fair  to  extend  the  principle  of  exclu- 
sion to  all  who  might  hold  such  appoint- 
ments. In  this  country  rewards  for  ser- 
vices were  conferred  in  various  ways,  and 
to  some  persons  it  might  be  more  gratify- 
ing, that  the  reward  should  descend  to 
their  families  than  be  enjoyed  by  them- 
selves. Would  it  not  be  hard,  tfiat  in  a 
case  of  this  kind,  the  person  enjoying  such 
reward  should  be  excluded  from  parlia- 
ment, though  altogether  independent  of 
the  crown.  He  himself  held  a  place  for 
life,  in  lieu  of  his  seat  on  the  Chancery 
Bench  in  Ireland.  He  was  not,  however, 
under  any  obligation  to  t!ie  crown. for  it; 
he  held  it  under  an  act  of  parliament.  ^He 
com1j()  not,  therefore,  agrce^  that  all  persons 
holding  situations  for  life  should  be  ex- 


cluded from  parliament,  so  long  as  tbej* 
were  situations  that  rendered  them  inde- 
pendent. The  noble  lord  (Folkestone) 
said,  that  persons  holding  pensions  had  no 
common  interest  with  the  people  of  this 
country.  Did  the  noble  lord  mean  that 
he  hadf  no  interest  in  the  Habeas  Corpus, 
or  in  the  constitution  ?  He  should  be  glad 
to  know  why  he  had  no  interest  in  all  the 
laws  existing  for  the  preservation  of  the 
liberty  of  the  country  and  civil  prosperity 
of  the  kingdom,  becaus^  he-  held  an  office 
for  life  ?  It  had  been  recognised  that  since 
the  Revolution  ministers  should  sit  in  par- 
liament, but  never  that  they  should  be  suf- 
fered to  influence  or  controul  the  decision 
of  parliament.  If  it  were  so,  what  would 
it  amount  to,  but  that  two  branches  of  the 
government  were  to  be  corrupted  by  the 
third?  This  house,  however,  never  did 
give  to  the  crown  any  power  so  to  infla- 
epce  it.  The  influence  of  the  crown  ia 
our  naval,  military,  and  other  branches, 
had  greatly  increased.  Without  entrench- 
ing on  the  constitutional  influence  of  the 
crown,  he  thought  something  might  be 
done  by  agreeing  to  the  motion  of  his  boif. 
friend,  which  would  prove  useful  to  the 
country,  creditable  to  the  house,  and  satis- 
factory to  the  public.  If  the  house  reject- 
ed the  motion,  it  would  appear  as  if  they 
intended  to  do  nothing  at  all  in  the  busi- 
ness now  suggested.. 

Lord  Folkestone  explained,  that  he  did 
not  mean  that  pensioners  had  no  common 
interest  with  the  people,  but  that  they  had 
an  interest  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
interest  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  that  he 
coidd  by  no  means  agree  with  the  hon. 
mover  in  the  premises  he  had  laid  down, 
and  of  course  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
he  should  agree  in  his  conclusion.  He 
could  neither  agree  with^him,  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  over  that  house  had 
increased  in  a  great  and  unparalleled  de- 
gree, nor  could  he  agree  with  him  in  sup- 
posing that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  placeman  in  that 
house.  There  was  one  part  of  the  origi- 
nal argument  which  was  now  abandoned. 
It  was  no  longer  insisted  that  the  number  of 
placeman  in  that  house  had  increased  of  late 
years ;  and  it  had  been  correctly  stated  by 
a  noble  lord  (H.  Petty)  that  far  less  than  a 
century  ago,  the  number  of  placemen  in 
that  house  was  in  a  proportion  of  at  least 
live  to  one  greater  than  at  present.  It 
would  no  longer  be  contended  thai  the 
number  of  placemen  in  parliament  bad  in- 
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creased,  and  he  felt  it  necessary  for  him  to 
•late  the  reasons  why  he  thought  it  would 
be  improper  to  drive  those  out  of  parlia- 
inent  who  were  now  in  it.  As  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  house  of  commons  must 
always  want  information  on  various  public 
subjects  from  the  members  of  the  adminis- 
tration, it  was  much  better  that  ministers, 
and  persons  in  ostensibfe  situations,  should 
be  spoken  to  in  their  places,  as  members 
of  that  house,  than  be  brought  up  to  the 
bar  like  culprits.  The  present  practice  ex- 
perience had  shewn  to  be  a  wholesome  one, 
and  if  it  did  not  at  present  exist,  it  would  be 
beneficial  now  to  introduce  it.  If  no 
placemen  wer^  suftered  tor  sit  in  parlia- 
ment but  the  ministers  themselves,  it 
would  follow  that  when  the  present  gene- 
ration ol'  ministers  were  over,  they  must 
be  succeeded  by  raw  and  inexperienced 
persons.  This  was  a  necessary  conse- 
quence ;  for  if  those  who  were  acquiring 
Knowledge  of  the  business  of  government 
in  inferior  departments,  were  to  be  abso- 
lutely excluded  from  sitting  in  parliament, 
in  what  office  were  they  to  learn  that  ne- 
cessary and  constitutional  part  of  a  minis- 
ter's duty,  to  explain  to  that  house  the  mo- 
tives of  their  conduct,  and  to  defend  the 
propriety  and  policy  of  their  measures? 
If  men  were  to  be  trained  up  for  ministers 
in  any  other  school  besides  that  of  parlia- 
ment, if  the  crown  were  to  look  for  its  mi- 
nisters any  where  but  in  parliament,  then, 
indeed  there*  might  be-a  well  founded  jea- 
lousy of  the  power  of  the  crown.  He 
knew  no  greater  security  to  the  people  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  go- 
vernment, than  that  those  who  held  high 
intuations  should  have  seats  in  that  house, 
and  be  there  obliged  to  explain  the  mo- 
tives of  their  measures  and  conduct  to  the 
house  and  to  the  country.  If  we  were 
now  to  set  about  contriving  a  plan  to  en- 
able the  crown  to  chuse  its  ministers  any 
where  out  of  parliament,  such  a  plan 
wouM  be  most  injurious  to  the  liberty  of  the 
country.  This  was  now  by  long  habit, 
though  not  by  established  law,  the  practice 
of  the  constitution,  and  he  was  convinced 
that  it  could  not  be  changed  without  great 
public  detriment.  This  motion  would  go 
to  remove  from  their  seats  in  that  house 
many  distinguished  persons  who  held  sine- 
cure places  or  pensions  for  life,  as  the 
reward  c^pnblic  services  performed  either 
by  themselves  or  their  fathers.  This  ex- 
clusion of  persons  who  were  receiving  re- 
wards for  their  pastservices,  he  conceived, 
would  be  equaDy  erroneous  and  nojost  as 


that  of  the  public  officers  themselves.  He 
believed  it  would  be  admitted  that  both  in 
the  other  houije  of  parliament  and  in  this, 
there  were  at  least  as  many  persons  hold* 
ing  Pensions  and  Sinecures  who  voted 
against  ministers  as  for  them.  They,  on 
all  occasions,  voted  as  if  they  had  no  ad- 
vantages from  the  crown.  The  right  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Pousonby)  had  marked  so 
strongly  his  own  pension  as  coming  from 
parUament  instead  of  bis  majesty,  that  he 
could  not  forbear  from  saying,  that  if  any 
desire  of  making  that  house  the  source  fromt 
whence  such  rewards  should  flow,  lurked 
behind,  he  should  esteem  it  a  most  lavish 
and  preposterous  idea  of  remuneration,  and 
he  thus  early  intimated  his  dissent  from 
any  such  proposition.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  gent.  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  had  himself 
a  pension  for  life,  and  yet  the  present  mi- 
nisters had  always  the  advantage  of  his 
vigilance  and  correction.  There  were 
other  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  same  side  of 
the  house,  who,  though  long  holding  sine- 
cures or  pensions,  were  constantly  arrayed 
against  his  majesty's  present  government. 
A  noble  lord  (Folkestone)  had  talked  of 
pensioners  being  bound  by  gratitude. 
The  gratitude,  however,  of  those  gentle- 
men for  the  remuneration  they  received 
for  their  services,  did  not  certainly  appear 
to  be  any  gratitude  to  the  crown.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  gent.  (Mr.  Ponson- 
by) had  spoken  of  his  pension  being  con-' 
ferred  by  an  acl  of  parliament,  and  not  by 
the  icrown.  The  right  hon.  gent,  might, 
therefore,  well  conceive  that  it  was  to 
the  parliament,  and  not  to  the  crown  that 
his  gratitude  was  due.  If  there  lurked  in 
the  mind  of  any  gentleman  the  idea  of 
parliamentary  pensions  being  granted  as 
the  reward  of  public  services,  he,  for  his 
part,  would  much  rather  forego  all  claim 
to  remuneration.  He  did  not  know  any 
course  that  would  lead  to  a  more  lavish 
and  preposterous  expenditure.  He  felt' 
satisfied  that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
over  that  house  was  gradually,  but  con- 
stantly diminishing.  He  wondered  that 
the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Whitbread)  who  him- 
self held  a  conspicuous  situation  in  the  Lo- 
cal Militia,  should  consider  appointments 
of  that  sort  likely  to  influence  the  votes  of 
members.  He  was  surprized  to  hear  that 
gentleman^  in  the  language  and  tone  of 
manly  independence,  complain  that  such 
appointments  as  he  himself  held,  made 
men  dependent  on  the  crown.  There  was 
an  old  philosopher,  who  said  he  would  not 
argue  with  a  man  who  had  ^0  legions^  and 
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for  the  same  reason  it  did  not  become 
bira  to  argue  about  the  influence  of  an  ap- 
pointment in  the  Militia  with  a  Militia 
Colonel  (A  laugh).  But  if  this  esta- 
bh'dhment  of  Local  Militia  were  so  very 
bad,and  if  it  introduced  300  sycophants  and 
dependaqts  on  the  crown,  he  would  ask, 
was  that  great  evil  to  be  redressed  by  driv- 
ing two  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  H)ut  of  that 
house?  (A  laugh).  The  number  which  the 
hon.  gent,  proposed  to  turn  from  the  hou&e 
was  so  very  small,  that  it  could  not  sensi- 
bly afFect  the  votes  of  the  house ;  but  the 
absence  of  those  members  might  deprive 
them  of  a  great  deal  of  useful  information. 
He  therefore  could^not  by  any  means  con- 
cur in  a  proposition  which  would  appear 
like  an  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of 
the  house,  that  there  were,  too  many 
placemen  among  them.  If  the  hon.  gent, 
chose  to  argue  that  point  next  session,  he 
might  do  so  without  being  at  all  prejudiced 
by  the  decision  of  the  present  night. 
.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  expressed  the  parti- 
cular disadvantage  under  which  he  rose 
to  reply  to  the  commander  of  so  many 
legions,  as  he  presumed  the  right  hon. 
gent,  who  last  addressed  them  was.  For  his 
own  part,  he  admitted,  that  his  knowledge 
of  the  constitution  was  principally  derived 
from  the  Statute  Book.  Me  was  of  opinion 
that  the  commons  houise  of  parliament 
ought  to  be  a  full  and  fair  representation 
of  the  people ;  and  so  thinking,  he  could 
not  but  consider  that  ar^unlent  as  most  ex- 
traordinary, which  defended  the  defects 
in  the  represe^itation  of  the  people,  upon 
the  ground  that  there  were  at  present  in 
that  houae  many  persons  who,  under  a,  re- 
formed system,  would  not  be  returned. 
What  was  this,  but  to  assert  that  there 
were  representatives  of  the  people  as  the 
house  was  no\Y  constituted,  who  had  not 
only  a  separate,  but  a  contrary  interest  to 
that  of  the  people  ?  Amongst  the.  many 
eviU  which  the  defective  j»tate  of  the  na- 
tional representation  engendered,  there 
were  none  more  grievous  than  the  obliga- 
tion under  which  the  house  frequently  was 
placed  to  resort  to  palliatives  for  the  pur- 
pose of  staying  the  evil ;  an  jp.vil  which 
admitted  of  no  palliative*  It  had  been 
stated  by  a  right  hon.  and  learned  gent. 
(Mr.  Ponsonby,)  in  illustration  of  a  prin- 
ciple, that  he,  though  holding  a  pension  in 
right  of  his  late  oflice  (that  of  Lord  Chan- 
cellor for  Ireland)  still  held  that  pension 
totally  independent  of  the  crown.  Now, 
he  must  own,  that  in  his  view,  both  the 
principle  and  the  practice  of  couferring 
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such  pension!^  w^re  a  very  great  imd  ob- 
jectionable public  grievance.  It  wa»  bard 
that  the  people  should  be  saddled  with 
such  burdens.  Within  a  very  short  period 
the  country  was  called  upon  to  pay  pensions 
to  four  diHereat  Chancellors  of  5,000^  a 
year  each.  ,W  by  were  persons  holding  such 
offices  removed  on  the  change  of  every 
successive  administration^  thereby  imped- 
ing the  course  of  public  justice;  at  the  same 
time  that  it  aggravated  the  public  pressure? 
In  supporting  the  present  Resolution  he 
still  felt  that  it  was  only  palliative,  capa'ble 
of  producing  good  as  fajp  as  it  went.  He, 
however,  would  feel  much  regret,  if  it 
tended  to  mislead  the  public  judgment,  or 
diverted  it  from  the  only  redress  adequate 
to  the  evil,  namely,  a  Reform  in  the  Repr©* 
sentation  of  the  reople.  For  that  there 
could  be  no  substitute;  as  upon  a  free  and 
pure  election,  where  the  choice  of  the  peo- 
ple selected  those  entrusted  with  the  disposal 
of  their  properties  and  persons,  the  very 
spirit  of  the  constitution  depended,  li^ 
however,  it  was  to  be  all  influence  (in 
other  words,  corruption)  in  one  branchj 
and  all  submission  in  the  other,  then  he 
could  not  consider  the  vVhole  but  as  a  mere 
farce.  Would  any  man  pretend  to  say, 
that  such  a  pure  and  free  election  existed, 
when  it  was  asserted  and  proved  in  peti- 
tions before  the  house,  that  137  Borough- 
mongers  returned  a  majority  of  its  mem- 
bers to  that  house  ?  He  laid  no  stress  upon 
any  augmented  influence  of  the  crown, 
but  he  reprobated  a  system  which  alter- 
nately in  the  name  of  the  crown  oppressed 
the  people,  and  in  the  name  of  the  people 
diminished  the  just  prerogative  of  the 
executive  branch  of  the  constitution.  He 
knew  that  the  crown  was  entitled  to  the 
constitutional  exercise  of  its  prerogative 
by  the  law  of  the  land,  and  that  it  was 
necessary  to  entrust  to  the  executive  go- 
vernment strong  powers  for  the  able  and 
eflectual  administration  of  public  concerns. 
But  it  was  also  a  part  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  very  living  principle  of  popular 
representation,  that  the  people  should  not 
be  taxed  without  their  own  consent,  and 
that  their  persons  should  be  safe  under  the 
protection  of  the  laws.  Secure  them  in 
those  two  points,  and  on  their  part  there 
will  be  no  attempt  to  encroach  upon  the 
rights  or  just  prerogatives  of  the  crown. 
Where  can  the  security  be  found  ?  Only 
in  a  fair  and  adequate  representation  of  the 
people  in  the  commons  house.  This,  he 
would  ever  contend,  was  the  plain  and 
simple  principle,  certain  of  producing  the 
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desired  e0ect,  and  reiidering  unnecessary 
substitutes  ^nd  palliatives  of  any  sort. 

Lofd  Porchester  reprobated  the  proposi- 
tion of  excluding  official  characters  from 
that  house^  as  replete  with  evils  of  serious 
magnitude.  The  noble  lord  had  deter- 
mined to  vote  however  for  the  Resolution, 
under  the  impression,  that  there  might 
possibly  be  a  description  of  persons  hold- 
ing places  and  enjoying  pensions,  whom  it 
would  be  proper  to  remove  from  that' 
house. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  in  explanation  stated,  that 
the  hon.  baronet  must  know  that  in  the 
nature  of  things  it  was  impossible,  that  a 
Chancellor  could  remain  in  office  who  dif- 
fered wholly  in  his  political  views  from 
the  other  members  of  the  king's  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  EUism  protested  against  the  libels 
which  he  too  often  heard  uttered  against 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  country-^ 
a  constitution  under  which  the  people  en- 
joyed a  greater  participation  of  civil  bless- 
ings than  any  other  empire  in^the  world. 
The  hpn.  baronet,  he  was  soriy  to  say, 
•aw  nothing  but  deformities,  and  was 
whoWy  led  ^vay  by  a  predilection  for  dry 
abstract  propositions.  He  could  not  vote 
for  the  proposed  Resolution,  brought  for- 
ward at  a  time  when^  the  general  purity 
of  public  management  was  so  univer^^ally 
admitted  (a  laugh), 

Mr.  HawkiAs  Browne  expressed  himself 
of  the  same  opinion.  He  was  far  from 
thinking  the  influence  of  the  crown  had 
increased  in  that  house ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  thought  it  less  now  than  at  any  former 
period.  Unless  the  house  saw  some  great 
and  effectual  remedy  would  be  the  conse- 
quence, to  pledge  themselves  to  a  measure 
of  this  kind,  would  be  a  delusion  of  the 
people,  especially  of  those  who  wished  to 
see  placemen  excluded.  There  were 
many  cases,  in  which  only  a  choice  of 
evils  was  left.  It  wasdiflerent  here.  For 
his  own  part,  he  knew  the  good  effects  of 
the  present  system.  The  country  had  long 
flourished  under  it,  and  he  for  one  would 
not  easily  consent  to  change  it.  The 
present  measure  he*  viewed  as>  a  mere 
palliative,  which  could  produce  nothing 
but  delusion.  He  should,  therefore,  give 
It  his  negative. 

Mr.  Pole  Carevf  thought  the  hon.  gent, 
who  brought  forward  the  motion,  had  laid 
no  grounds  for  his  proposition  that  should 
induce  the  house  to  entertain  it  at  present. 
It  was  open  to  him  to  give  notice  ^r  the 
next  seision,  bu^  at  present  they  had  not 


had  a  fair  opportunity  given  them  to  deli- 
berate on  it  m  such  a  manner  as  the  im- 
portance of  it  required.  He  should,  there-' 
fore,  oppose  it. 

Mr.  IVhUbread  said,  he  would  beg  leave 
to  trouble  the  house  wi^h  a  very  fewob- 
servations,  in  answer  to  what  had  fallen 
from  some  of  those  hon.  members  who  had 
opposed  his  motion.  Notwithstanding  all 
that  had  been  said  with  respect  to  the  im- 
propriety of  agreeing  with  his  Resolution, 
on  the  gi;ound  that  it  would,  in  efiect,  go  to 
prejudge  the  main  question,  he  contended^ 
that  the  course  he  had  pursued  w'as  the 
ordinary  course  of  proceeding  when  a 
measure  was  considered  by  any  member 
necessary,  and  the  existing  session  was  toa 
far  spent  for  its  discussion  then.  The 
house  had  a  precedent  in  the  Bill  brought 
forward  to  regulate  the  office  of  Treasurer 
of  the  Navy.  Two  boo.  members  had  ad* 
verted  to  the  characteristic  purity  of  those 
times,  and  in  the  fervour  of  their  ejacula^ 
tions  almost  appeared  to  feel  that  it  was 
heaven  itself;  yet,  notwithstanding  all 
their  encomiums  upon  the  puriity  of  public^ 
men,  he  (Mr.  W  hi  thread)  must  say,  that 
he  was  anxious  to  apply  a  little  correction 
to  them,  not  to  tl^e  hon.  members  personally 
(a  laugh),  but  as  constituting  a  part  of  the 
house  of  commons. — He  next  reviewed  the 
objections  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  (Mri 
Canning,)  and  contended,  that  such  was 
the  purity,  as  it  was  called,  of  those  times^ 
that  even  the  Chair  was  obliged  to  endure 
from  the  right  *  hon.  gent,  and  his  coU 
leagues,  admissions  and  justifications  which 
in  other  times,  in  the  days  of  Mr.  Dunning^ 
would  not  be  tolerated.  The  right  hon« 
gent,  he  supposed  could  not  hare  been 
present  at  the  whole  of  his  (Mr,  Whit- 
bread's)  speech,  or  he  would  never  have 
spoken  as  he  had  lately  done.  So  far 
from  having  an  idea  of  excluding  the 
members  of  the  administration  from  the 
house  of  commons,  he  had  expressly  said 
it  was  his  wish  that  a  liberal  pc^tionshould 
be  allowed  to  sit  there.  Yet  there  wera 
offices  the  holders  of  which  ought  to  be 
excluded  from  parliament;  and  there 
were  persons  in  that  house  who  were  only 
there  for  the  mere  purpose  of  giving  direct 
influence  to  govehiment.  His  right  hoUr 
colleague  who  preceded  him  (Mr.  Perce- 
val) had  said,  tbuat  no  such  expressions  had 
been  used  in  former  times  as  were  oh  the 
present  occasion.  This  he  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  denied.  Could  it  be  supnosed  that 
when  Mr.  Dunning  introduced  his  bill 
against  the  influence  of  the  crown,  expte^ 
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tions  equally  strong  and  plain  were  not 
used  }  Did  not  that  bill  expressly  say^  that 
"  the  influence  of  the  crown  had  increased, 
was  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  dimi- 
nished." That  right  hon.  gent.,  however, 
introduced  a  language  into  that  house,  as 
to  the  sale  of  seats  in  parliament,  which 
no  former  Speaker  would  have  endured. 
He  was  sorry  to  say  the  present  right  hon. 
gent.,  who  so  honourably  filled  that  high 
station,  was  obliged  to  listen  to  it ;  for  the 
fact  had  been  iocontestibly  proved  ;  and 
the  right  hon.  ^ent.  had  openly  avowed 
and  vindicated  it ;  and  when,  from  the 
zeal  and  sincerity  of  the  house,  they  were 
about  to  have  a  Bill  that  would  go  a  great 
way  to  put  an  end  to  such  disgraceful  pro- 
ceedings, that  right  hon.  gent,  came  for- 
ward, and  was  willing  the  bill  should  pre- 
clude the  landed  and  monied  interest  from 
purchasing  seats  in  that  house,  but  was 
Very  ready  and  anxious  to  give  the  whole 
monopoly  to  government  in  the  way  of 
offices,  and  by  that  means  make  the  mis- 
chief more  grievous  and  more  extensive 
than  ever  it  was  before.  The  learned 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  considered  it 
the  duty  of  the  bouse  not  to  indulge  any 
liopes  of  reform,  which  might  be  enter- 
tained out  of  doors.  Let  him  not  be 
alarmed,  le^t  any  false  hopes  should  be  en- 
tertained by  the  people  respecting  him. 
For  what  hopes  could  be  indulged,  when 
they  saw  a  noble  Secretary  (lord  Castle- 
reagb)  convicted,  on  his  own  confession, 
of  an  attempt  upon  the  dignity  of  parlia- 
ment, still  retained  in  the  service  of  the 
crown;  when  they  knew  that  the  right 
hon.  ^ent.  himself  had  been  accused  of  a 
participation  in  another  unconstitutional 
attack  upon  the  '  independence  of  that 
house,  and  had  shrunk  from  the  inquiry  ? 
When  they  recollected  that  he,  one  of  the 
greatest  reversionists  of  the  kingdom,  had 
opposed  the  passinig  of  a  measure  which 
had  twice  received  the  sanction  of  that 
house,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  such 
an  abusive  exercise  of  the  prerogative. 
That  right  hon.  gent,  had  Uken  care  the 
people  should  have  nothing  to  hope  for 
from  him.  He  had  positively  denied  that 
all  which  the  house  Kad  heard,  either  from 
petitions  or  regular  county  meetings,  was 
the  opinion  of  the  people ;  it  was  only  the 
clamour  of  a  set  of  demagogues,  who  wished 
to  carry  their  own  favourite  points.  That 
house,  forsooth,  the  learned  gentleman  con- 
tended, should  not  now  mistake  the  voice 
of  a  few  designing  deknagogues  assembled 
at  a  tavern,  for  the  legitimate  opinion  of 


the  country.  Oh  yes !  wlien  every  coun- 
ty in  the  empire  resounded  with  a  cry 
for  the  correction  of  gross  abuses,  the  an- 
swer is,  these  are  clamours  of  Jacobins 
and  Demagogues ;  and  the  learned  'feentle- 
man  totally  forgot  what  he  himself  had 
seen  and  heard,  the  cry  of  some  infuriated 
ruffians  armed  with  bludgeons,  insulting 
and  abusing  some  of  the  best  men  in  the 
country,  as  enemies  to  Church  and  State 
(Hear!  hear!).  Turbulence  ^nd  insani- 
ty of  this  kind,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
learned  gentleman,  bespoke  the  sense  of 
the  people  ;  but  the  converse  was  applied 
to  the  legitimate  expression  of  their  senti- 
ments, when  the  people  were  convened 
constitutionally,  and  their  decision  unsup- 
ported by  any  factious  arts  (Cries  of  hear, 
hear !  and  laughter,  from  the  ministerial 
benches),  *'  unsupported,  I  say,"  (added 
Mr.  W.)  "  by  any  of  those  factious  arti 
which  raised  that  murderous  cry,  to 
which  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gent, 
owes  his  office,  and  to  which  those  who 
now  cry  ^hear  him  I'  are  indebted  for 
their  places."  That  right  hon.  gent,  also 
hated  meetings  at  taverns,  and  yet  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  defend  his  ri^t  hon.  col- 
league for  having  attended  a  tavern  meet- 
ing, and  there  most  indecently  and  uncon- 
stitutionally declaring  the  sentimentsof  mi- 
nisters on  questions^of  a  public  nature  put 
to  him  by  the  chairman.— Mr.  Whitbread 
then  said,  there  were  some  who  held  at 
present  official  situations,  who,  he  should 
think,  might  severally  be  dispensed  %Tith 
from  a  seat  in  that  house.  One  was  the 
right  hon.  gent,  opposite  to  him  (Mr. 
Rose),  whom  he  was  afraid,  he  must  agi'ee 
to  part  with ;  not  because  he  was  Trea- 
surer of  the  Navy,  but  as  clerk  of  the 
house  of  lords.  The  right  hon.  gent. 
was  liahle  to  be  called  away  by  the  dordt» 
and  therefore,  rather  than  he  should  he 
taken  from  them  al  a  time  when  they 
might  not  wish  to  part  with  him,  be  thought 
it  would  be  best  to  provide  that  the  clerk 
of  the  parliament  should  not  sit  in  the 
house.  He  thought  the  Masters  in  Chan* 
eery  should  also  be  excluded,  and  he  was 
not  clear  whether  it  was  proper  for  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  to  have  a  seat  in  par- 
liament. He  adverted  to  the  statute  of 
queen  Anne,  by  which  all  officers  in  the 
sidministratioB  were  to  be  put  out  of  the 
house,  and  to  the  statute  of  George  I,  by 
which  pensioners  for  years  were  disqua^ 
lified,  and  said,  that  by  Mr.  Burke's  BilJ« 
the  third  Secretary  of  State  was  excluded 
from  a  seat    It  might  be  practically  bsK 
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neficial  to  diminish  the  seats  of  officers  of 
government  in  that  house,  not  in  order  to 
diminish  the  talents  in  the  house,  but  to 
take  away  a  dead  weight  from  it.  He 
viewed  this  measure  in  a  diiferent  light 
from^the  hon.  baronet.  It  was  true,  in- 
deed, it  was  but  a  palliative,  in  compari- 
son of  a  reformation  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons; but  if  that  was  not  to  be  obtained 
such  a  palliative  was  better  than  nothing. 
The  hon.  member  then  expressed  himself 
a  decided  friend  to  a  temperate  and  consti- 
tutional Reform  of  the  house  of  commons, 
carried  into  effect  by  the  house  itself. 
To  lead  to  that  successful  result,  the  whole 
country  roust,  in  a  temperate  and  lirm 
manner,  express  its  wishes.  The  experi- 
ence that  recent  circumstances  afforded, 
of  almost  the  highest  power  in  the  coun- 
try yielding  to  its  unanimous  feeling, 
must,  in  a  similar  case,  ensure  the  success 
of  the  cause  of  Reform.  The  great  danger 
to  be  apprehended  was  from  any  precipi- 
tancy in  pressing  the  question,  and  thus  by 
the  people's  own  conduct  throwing  them- 
selves into  the  power  of  their  opponents. 
He  strongly  recommended  the  people  not 
to  fall  into  such  a  snare,  as  the  royalists  did, 
who,  when  seeing  Oliver  Cromwell  on  an 
^posite  hill,  prematurely  rushed  forward 
to  promote  his  object,  crying  out,  that  the 
Lord  had  deliver^  him  into  their  hand. 

Strangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw. 
The  house  then  divided,  and  the  <;ium- 
bers  were — 

For  the  Motion ii 

Against  it -    113 

Majority  against  it v59 

[Third  Report  op  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee.] The  house  went  into  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  further  of  the  Third  Re- 
port of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Hciwy  Martin  called  the  atten- 
^  tion  of  the  Committee  to  the  Sinecure 
Offices  attached  to  the  courts  of  law, 
iwhich  be  stated  to  amount  to  20,OOol.  per 
annum,  which  sum  was  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide for  the  proposed  increase  of  the  Judges' 
Salaries,  and  so  it  ought  to  be  applied^ 
The  hon.  gent,  took  notice  of  the  Register- 
ship  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  balances 
retained  in  the  hands  of  that  officer,  con- 
trary to  the  Resolution  of  ths  Committee 
of  1797-;  and  also  of  certain  Sinecures  in 
Irelai)d.  He  conclu<led  with  pi*oposin(;r  a 
Besolutio^  in  substance  as  follows:  **  That 
it  is  expedient  to  extend  the  principles  of 
i-egulation  and  abolitioo,  already  acted 
ypoD   by  that  house  to  certain  Sinecure 
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Offices,  and  Offices  executed  by  Deputy/' 

The  Chancellor  qfthc  Exchequer  proposed 
a  Resolution  with  some  verbal  alterations 
from  that  of  Mr.  Martin,  to  which  the 
latter  acceded,  and  withdrew  his  own. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  every  unnecessary 
office  ought  to  be  abolished,  and  that  the 
salary  of  every  office  executed  by  deputy, 
should  be  reduced  to  that  actually  paid  to 
such  deputy.  The  hon.  gent,  proposed  an 
Amendment  to  that  effect. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  opposed 
this  amendment,  because  it  would  involve 
the  abolition  of  all  Sinecures,  which,  as 
the  means  of  rewarding  public  service,  was 
a  fundamental  principle  of  this  constitu- 
tion :  nor  could  he  concur  in  tlie  latter 
part  of  his  honourable  friend's  proposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  £{i;iA:sfj  was  undoubtedly  of  opinion, 
that  no  money  ought  to  be  paid  by  the 
public,  but  for  the  public  duty  actually 
performed,  and  it  was  known  that  there 
were  no  less  than  120  or  130  offices  high- 
ly objectionable  on  this  ground. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  supported  the 
argument  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. If  the  means  of  remuaeration 
for  efficient  public  service,  which  Sine- 
cures a^rded,  were  done  away,  some 
other  resource  for  that  purpose  ought  ob- 
viously to  be  provided.  Then,  how  wa» 
public  economy  to  be  promoted  by  adopt- 
ing the  recommendation  for  puttings  an 
end  to  the  existence  of  Sinecures?  In 
fact,  there  were  only  eight  or  nine  Sine« 
cures,  which  formed  the  fund  from  which 
his  majesty  was  enabled  to  reward  the- 
great  officers  of  state.  Much,  then,  as 
these  Sinecures  were  abased,  he  put  it  to 
the  Committee  how  a  cheaper  fiind^as 
to  be  devised.  He  put  it  to  his  hon. 
friend  whether  he  would  object  to  the  pro- 
vision of  any  due  reward  for  those  who, 
without  wealth,  might  have  rendered  im- 
portant public  services  to  the  state. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton,  in  supporting  the 
Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Bankes),  adverted  particularly  to  the  Sine- 
cures in  Scotland  and  the  Wefet  Indies, 
which  could  not  be  comprehended  in  the 
description  of  tho<ie  alluded  to  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last.  His  im- 
pression was,  that  the  amount  and  applica- 
tion of  all  Sinecures  ought  to  be  known  to 
the  house,  with  a  vif  w  to  ref<^^m  and  abo- 
lish such  a^  were  objectionable.  Indeed, 
he  was  free  to  say,  that  Sinecures  w^re 
not  a  convenient  way  of  rewarding  public 
service!. 
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Lord  if.  P€tttf  was  of  opinion,  that  if 
Sinecures  were  removed  some  other  means 
of  remuneration  for  public  services  ought 
to  be  provided.  But  upon  the  utmost  re-- 
flection,  he  would  rather  prefer  the  exist- 
ence of  Sinecures,  believing  as  he  did  that, 
notwithstanding  the  mistaken  odinm  attach- 
ing to  them,  if  they  were  abolished,  larger 
pensions  would  be  granted,  and.  conse- 
quently greater  burthens  imposed  apd  en- 
tailed upon  the  public.  He  was,  however, 
free  to  confess,  that  there  were  some  Sine- 
cures, particularly  in  the  West  Indies, 
which  ought  to  be  done  away.  But  as  to 
the  Sinecures  to  which  he  would. apply  his 
rule,  unless  the  principle  of  reward  for 
public  services,  to  which  no  man  who  had 
a  just  conception  of  the  public  interest 
couJd  object,  were  actually  set  aside,  it 
\vas  absurd  to  deprecate  the  existence  of 
those  Sinecures  which  furnished  the  means 
of  that  reward. 

Mr.  Huskisson  maintained,  that  accord- 
ing to  the  Bill  of  Mr.  Burke,  which  had 
been  referred  to  by  the  hon.  mover  of  the 
Amendment,  Sinecures,  as  furnishing  the 
means  of  reward  for  public  service,  should 
not  be  done  away  without  providing  a 
substitute. 

Mr.  Potuanby  concurred  in  the  argument 
of  his  noble  friend  (H.  Petty),  being  per- 
fectly persuaded  that  if  the  crown  were 
jdeprived  of  the  means  of  rewarding  pub- 
lic service  which  Sinecures  afforded,  such 
a  system  of  pensions  w^uld  follpw  as 
would  maice  those  persons  lament  the 
change  who  were  now  most  anxious  for 
the  abolition  of  Sinecures.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  recommended  strongly  a  re- 
vision of  the  system  acted  upon  by  De- 
puties in  certain  ofiices  connected  with 
the  administration  of  justicB  in  Ireland, 
which  system  was  at  present  a  very 
lerious  abuse  to  suitors,  and  particularly 
to  the  poorer  class. 

Mr.  IV.  S»iiih  protested  against  the  la- 
titude of  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  the 
debate  upon  the  subject  of  Sinecures,  and 
quoted  the  authority  of  varioOs.  Reports 
from  committers  of  that  house,  combined 
with  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  best  men- 
the  country  had  known,  to  sustain  his  ob« 
jection.  In  point  of  fact,  those  Sinecures 
were  not  applied  to  reward  public  ser- 
vices, but  to  gratify  ministerial  favour- 
itism, which  rendered  their  existenjce  still 
inore  objectionable.  The  hon.  member 
read  a  list  of  Sinecures  in  Ireland,  to  the 
amount  of  2o,000/.  a  yeai-. 

Mr.  i?*  Dtm^tf  promised  to  consider  the 


recommendation  with  respect  to  the  fe«9 
and  exactions  complained  of,  in  certain 
offices  connected  with  the  administration 
of  justice  in  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  pointed  out  certain  offices  in  Scot- 
land, which,  although  requiring  the  per«-^ 
formance  of  every  active  duty,  were, 
through  misinformation  no  doubt,  de- 
scribed in  the  Report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee as  Sinecures. 

-  Mr.  if.  lltomton  corrected  the  mistake 
of  the  right  hour  gent,  as  to  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  which  mistake  proceeded 
fronl  the  offices  alluded  to  being  placed 
under  the  general  bead  of  "  Sinectires  . 
and  offices  executed  partly  or  wholly  by- 
deputy." 

Mr.  Wilberforce  observed,  that  in  con- 
sidering Sinecures,  their  effect  on  the  pub- 
lic mind  was  to  be  kept  in  viei^r.  He 
still  thought  that  thCswas  the  most  econo- 
mical way  of  rewarding  public  service, 
but  if  retained,  these  sinecures  ought  to  be 
placed  in  a  clear  and  distinct  light,  so  that 
neither  the  object  nor  amount  could  be 
mi:Jtaken. 

The  Amendment  was  then  negatived 
without  a  division;  and  the  Resolution 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  Perceval,  carried. 

Lord  Ossulston  gave  notice  that  he 
would  propose  a  Resolution  at  another 
opportunity,  to  the  efiect,  that  Sinecures 
were  an  expedient  mode  of  remunerating 
public  service. 

The  Chairman  then  reported  progress, 
and  the  debate  was  oixlered  to  be  resumed 
on  Tuesday. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  Jpme  {>• 

[Irish  Revenue  Regulation  Bill.] 
Mr.  Foster  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  third  reading  of  the  Irish  Revenue 
Regulation  Bill ;  and  the  qutstion  having 
been  put  that  the  bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time. 

Sir  John  Newport  rose  to  resist  a  clause 
in  this  bill,  to  which  he  thought  it  impos- 
sible the  house  could  give  their  final  as- 
sent, if  they  were  aware  of  its  object.  It 
was  no  less  than  a  grant  of  full  amneHty- 
and  indemnification  to  all  the  excise  oflf- 
cers  in  Ireland,  who  had  for  a  series  of 
years  past,  in  direct  violation  of  their 
duty  and  their  oaths,  been  plundering  the 
revenue  of  that  country  (as  appeared  from 
the  Reports  of  the  Irfsh  committee  of  in- 
quiry) of  |io  less  a  sum  tbai)/8^0A000/*  a 
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year,  by  Uking  bribes  from  the  distillers 
for  conniTing  at  their  evasions  of  the  du- 
ties upon  their  manufacture,  and  thus  com- 
bining and  colluding  with  them  to  defraud 
that  revenue  of  which  they  were  the  sworn 
and  confidential  officers.  If  such  a  clause 
were  allowed  to  pass,  he  was  sure  it  would 
so  far  operate  as'  a  sanction  and  encou- 
ragement to  fraud,  as  to  create  k  necessity 
for  another  clause  of  indemnity  in  a  year 
or  two  hence. — ^Thc  reasoning  upon  which 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer for  Ireland  -supported  this  clause 
upon  a  former  night  was,  that  the  salaries 
of  the  excise  officers  in  Ireland  were  in- 
adequate to  their  maintenance,  and  there- 
fore exposed  them  to  the  temptations  of 
bribery  to  betray  their  duty  ;  but  that 
their  salaries  being  now  raised,  there  were 
of  course  to  be  no  more  frauds  in  future. 
But  he  (sir  J.  Newport)  could  not  admit 
for  a  moment  that  fraud  could  be  justified 
upon  any  such  plea  in  a  revenue  officer, 
guilty  of  a  violation  of  his  oath  and  his 
trust,  which  would  be  scouted  in  any 
court  of  criminal  judicature,  if  o^red  in 
excuse  by  a  highway-man,  or  a  house- 
breaker, wliere  no  trust  was  reposed.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  pleaded  the  notoriety  of 
tuch  frauds  in  almost  every  branch  of  the 
revenue,  as  a  necessity  for  this  indemnifi- 
cation ;  and  4  recent  instance  bad  oc- 
'  curred  in  the  hojfse,  by  which  it  was 
shewn  that  an  officer  in  high  situation  (Mr. 
Hill)  was  not  'only  indemnified  for  past 
offences,  but  sanctioned  and  encouraged 
by  still  higher  promotion,  though  his 
guilt  was  established  by  his  own  confes- 
sion :  and  now  came  this  clause  to  extend 
indemnification  to  the  whole  corps  of  such 
delinquents.  With  such  a  clause  the  bill 
would  be  a  statute  of  pains  and  penalties 
ftgatnst  the  public,  and  of  protection  to 
malefactors ;  for  one  clause  in  the  bill  de- 
nounced the  most  enormous  penalties 
against  any  person  who  should  offer  a 
bribe  to  a  revenue  officer ;  and  yet  it  con- 
cludes with  a  clause  to  indemnify  all  re- 
Tenue  officers  who  had  taken  bribes  in  the 
most  flagitious  way  for  betraying  their 
trust,  in  direct  violation  of  a  bill  which 
had  passed  the  house  so  recently  as  the 
year  1806,  expressly  to  prevent  such 
firauds.  No  parliament,  he  declared,  bad 
erer  passed  such  an  amnesty  as  the  pre- 
sent; and  if  the  house  should  now  sanction 
by  iu  protection  a  class  of  inen,  guiliy  in 
numbierless  instances  of  such  flagrant 
transgressions,  such  proceeding  must  be 
fiital  to  the  pubho  interest,  and  highly  in- 
VoL.  XIV. 


jurious  to  the  public  morals.  The  right 
hon.  baronet  concluded  by  moving,  "That 
instead  of  now,  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  this  day  three  months.^' 

The  ChanceUar  qf  the  Exchequer  hoped, 
that  as  the  objections  of  the  right  hoii.  ba- 
ronet were  directed  solely  against  a  par- 
ticular clause  in  the  bill,  fie  would  be  con- 
tent to  tAke  the  sense  of  the  house  upon 
that  clause,  instead  of  opposing  the  whola 
bill. 

Sir  John  Netpport  hiad  no  wish  to  defeat 
the  whole  bill,  and  was  satisfied  to  rest 
his  opposition  upon  the  final  clause. 

Mr.  Fof/fr  denied  that  the  clause  was  in-' 
tended  for  such  a  purpose  as  that  of  screen-  ' 
ing  defaulters.  It  was  merely  a  clause 
in  compliance  wiih  a  conditional  promise 
made  to  certain  officers,  of  whose  guilt 
there  was  no  practical  proof  to  be  ob- 
tained, but  who,  on  the  condition  of  in- 
demnity, had  fully  acknowledged  the 
facts,'  and  explained  how  a  repetition  of 
such  fraud  might  in  future  be  prevented. 
He  had  himself  repeatedly  stated  fo  tha 
house,  that  the  pay  of  the  excise  officers 
in  Ireland  was  tqo  small  for  their  main- 
tenance, and  consequently  exposed  them 
to  the  temptation  of  bribery  fVom  brewers 
and  distillers,  over  whose  works  they  were 
placed  in  the  way  of  their  duty.  Such  were 
the  temptations  held  out  to  them,  that  they 
had  not  the  fortitude  to  resist :  and  so 
universally  and  notoriously  did  the  traffic 
prevail  amongst  every  description  of  ex- 
cise officers  in  every  part  of  Ireland,  ths^t 
tht  frauds  upon  the  revenue  were  to  an 
incalculable  amount.  This  appeareil 
upon  examination  before  the  Comhiis- 
sioners  of  inquiry  in  Ireland.  It  was,  in 
fact,  so  generally  the  usage,  that  the  ex- 
cise officers  conceived  there  was  no  crime, 
or  breach  of  duty,  in  a  matter  at  which 
they  supposed  their  superiors  connived  in 
consideration  of  the  known  inadequacy 
of  their  salaries  to  their  maintenance. 
It  was  recommended  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  inquiry,  aa  the  best  means  of 
rendering  those  officers  honest  and  faithful 
for  the  future,  ttizt  their  salaries  should  be 
increased  ;  and  as  the  defalcations  were 
almost  universal,  and  committed  almost 
without'  the  consciousness  of  criminality, 
it  was  proposed,  that  an  amnesty  should  be 
given  for  all  that  had  passed,  upon  the 
strong  assurance  that  under  the  increased 
salaries,  no  such  acts  should  take  place 
for  the  future  *,  or  if  they  did,  that  they 
should  be  instantly  followed  by  dismissal 
and  the  severest  penalties.     What  would 
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he  the  bbyious  consequence  of  rejecting 
this  clause  ?  Why,  that  these  men  would 
be  placed  in  the  power  of  those  very 
brewers  and  distillers,  at  whose  frauds 
they  had  heretofore  been  induced  by 
bribery  to  connive,  and  who  might  again 
drive  them  to  new  conniv^ces  and  frauds 
by  the  threats  of  prosecutions,  fines,  and 
penalties  for  former  acts,  the  proofs  of 
which  were  in  their  power,  and  thus  render 
the  bill  nugatory,  and  expose  the  revenue 
to  a  repetition  of  all  those  frauds  it  wa4  in- 
tended to  prcfvent. 

Mr.  Horner  expressed  his  astonishment, 
that  a  British  house  of  com*mons  should 
be  called  upon  to  pass  such  a  clause  ; 
but  he  wa9  still  more  astonished  at  the 
motives  for  it  urged  by  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  namel}',  the  universality  of  the 
offence  in  every  department  of  the  revenue 
of  Ireland  ;  but,  most  of  all,  at  the  cir- 
cumstance of  continuing  in  their  places, 
and  remunerating  by  advance  of  salaries, 
the  very  officers  who,  in  breach  of  their 
trusts  and  of  their  oaths,  had  been  one  and 
all,  avowedly  and  for  a  series  of  years, 
defrauding  the  revenue,  and  combining 
and  colluding  with  others  to  defraud  it. 
Was  there  no  possibility  of  finding  any 
other  men  in  Ireland  with  honesty  and 
ability  enough  to  fill  the  place  of  these 
men  ?  if  such  a  fact  were  possible,  but 
which  he  could  not  believe,  then  there 
should  be  men  sought  in  some  other  part 
of  the  united  empire. 

Mr.  Foster  explained,  by  saying,  that 
these  frauds  were  not  chargeable  on  all 
the  branches  of  the  revenue,  but  merely 
on  the  excise  ;  that  the  act  of  I  SOU  li- 
mited the  time  of  prosecution  for  all 
crimes  designated  there,  to  three  months 
after  the  fuct ;  that  the  indemnity  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  came  down  no  lower 
than  January  180S  ;  and  that  for  all  such 
oiiences  since  committed,  the  parties 
would  still  be  liable  to  a  prosecution. 

Mr.  Bankes  was  astonished  at  the  intro- 
duction of  the  clause  before  that  house, 
to  contrary  as  it  was  to  every  principle 
which  a  British  parliament  had  been 
used  to  respect  and  maintain.  He  re- 
gretted that  it  should  have  the  support  of 
bis  right  hon.  friend  the  Enslish  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  and  begged  to  ask 
what  the  house  would  think  if  such  a 
clause  were  proposed  in  that  house,  to 
indemnify  and  protect  the  excise  officers 
of  this  country,  if  it  was  knovm  that  they 
bad  entered  nito  combinations  to  defraud 
ilM  revenue  ?     Tbes«  latter  would  have 


been  instantly  dismissed  to  a  man,  and 
others  found  to  fill  their  places.  He  was 
surprized  to  bear  from  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  of  Ireland,  that  persont 
who  had  been  guilty  of  these  frauds,  were 
not  only  retained  in  their  situations,  but 
even  their  salaries  bad  been  raised,  in  the 
hope  of  securing  their  honesty  and  fidelity 
for  the  future.  This  he  conceived  to  be 
a  project  totally  hopeless  ;  and  he  should 
have  preferred,  for  the  public  advantage, 
their  instantaneous  dismissal,  and  •the 
filling  up  theic  places  with  other  mcn> 
however  simple  or  moderate  their  abilities, 
against  whom  at  least  government  had  no 
experience  of  their  dishonesty,  to  the 
continuance  of  men  whose  crimes  for  a 
series  of  years  were  avowed  and  even 
vindicated,  and  sanctioned  by  those  whose 
peculiar  duty  it  was  to  watch  over  the  re- 
venues of  Ireland.  Of  the  affairs  of  that 
country  he  was  sorry  to  say,  that  the  more 
they  were  investigated  the  more  loodlj 
they  seemed  to  call  for  the  correcting 
hand  of  that  house.  It  was  not  wonijlerfai 
tliat  the  people  murmured  at  die  inclresse 
of  taxes,  if  that  increase  arose  not  from 
any  necessity  founded  on  the  inadequacy 
of  the  taxes  already  imposed,  but  to  make 
up  for  the  frauds  of  revenue  officers,  who» 
instead  of  being  dismissed  and  punished^ 
were  retained  and  indemnified. 

Sir  Samuel  Rondlly  expressed  his  wonder 
that  suc^  a  clause  should  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  contrary  as  k  was  to 
all  the  principles  usually  respected  ia 
that  house.  It  was  unsupported  by  any- 
precedent  in  former  anmesty  bills  ;  for  it 
went  to  extend  pardon  not  only  to  the 
comparative  few  who  appeared  to  have 
acknowledged  .their  guilt,  but  to  the 
thousands  who  never  make  any  acknow- 
ledgment at  all ;  so  that  the  house  had 
no.  mode  of  measuring  the  indefinite  ex- 
tent of  criminality  which  they  were  called 
on  to  vote.  It  was  a  direct  attack  on 
public  morality,  and  held  out  encourage- 
ment to  the  revenue  officers  in  England, 
to  commit  the  like  offence,  for  surely  it 
was  quite  -impossible  the  right  hon.  aent* 
would  follow  up  with  pains  and  penalties^ 
the  same  class  of  persons  in  England  for 
firauds  on  the  revenue,  in  violation  of 
their  trust,  or  even  against  poor  wretches 
defrauding  the  revenue,  otherwise  having 
no  place  of  trust,  but  equally  pleading 
the  inadequacy  of  their  incomes  to  the 
supportof  their  families;  while  the  reve- 
nue officers  of  Ireland,  notorioeslyj  and 
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for  a  series  of  years,  guilty  of  such  frauds, 
iwrerc  to  be  indemnified,  protected,  re- 
tained in  their  places,  and  ameliorated  in 
their  circumstances.  He  trusted .  that 
house  would  nerer  disgrace  itself  by  the 
adoption  of  such  a  clause.. 

The  ChanceUar  of  the  Exchequer  was 
somewhat  surprized  at  the  indignation  as- 
•atned  by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  at 
this  clause,  after  the  explanation  which 
had  been  given  ;  and  spoke  at  some  length 
in  support  of  the  clause  upon  the  same 
ground  as  Mr.  Foster.  No  man,  he  said, 
conld  for  «  moment  seriously  suppose 
that  the  clause  was  intended  to  sanction 
corruption  or  criminality,  but  merely  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar  abuses, 
without  that  inconvenience  to  the  public 
aervice  which  the  immediate  dismissal  of 
aH  the  excise  officers  in  Ireland  must  oc- 
casion. 

Mr.  Cakmfi  spoke  of  the  clause  in  the 
stroaffest  terms  of  reprobation,  and  asked, 
woald  the  right  hon.  gent,  venture  to  pro- 
pose such  a  clause  to  Uiat  house  in  protec- 
tion of  the  revenue  officers  of  England,  if 
thay  had  been  guilty  of  such  crimes/  He 
was  a  i^ood  deal  astonished  at  several  of 
the  measures  which  had  passed  that  house 
in  relation  to  Ireland,  since  the  administra- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  for  that  country  commenced  ; 
hot  be  owned  this  proposition  surprized 
him  more  than  all  the  rest,  supported  as  it 
was  by  the  speech  and  vote  of  the  right 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Perceval).  To  continue 
those  ^udulent  officers  in  their  places, 
not  only  indemnified  and  protected,  but 
rewarded  and  encouraged,  was  beyond 
every  thing  he  had  ever  witnessed ;  and 
this,  too,  upon  the  pretence  that  men  couhl 
not  be  found  in  Ireland  to  fill  their  places. 
He  could  not  credit  the  assertion;,  he 
knew  of  no  extraordinary  talents  it  re- 
quired to  do  the  duty  of  an  excisetnan. 
But  if  no  men  fit  to  do  these  duties  wefe 
to  be  found  in  that  country,  they  should 
be  imported  from  some  other.  It  wds 
ridiculous  to  suppose  that  men  in  the  habit 
of  living  by  their  frauds,  at  four  or  five 
humlreds  or  thousands  a  year,  could  be 
rendered  honest  by  the  addition  of  thirty 
•or  forty  pounds  to  their  salaries. 

Mr.  Marryai  gave  ministers  credit  for 
the  best  intentions  in  supporting  this 
clause,  bat  thought  they  would  be  woefully 
disappointed  in  tbe  result.  In  relation  to 
the  continuance  of  those  fVaudulent  of- 
ficers, with  the  hope  of  reform^  he  should 
ha  guided  by  the  old  proverb^  ''Never 


trust  a  reformed  drunkard  ^vith  the  key  of 
the  cellar." 

Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  tliat  the  doctrine 
in  support  of  the  clause  went  to  libel  the 
country.  If  it  went  abroad,  it  would  give 
an  idea  that  there  were  no  honest  men  to 
be  found  there  ;^and  if  the  members  for' 
Ireland  did  not  condemn  it,  they  would 
deserve  the  reprobation  of  their  country- 
men. 

Mrv  Croker  defended  the  clauRe,  and  said 
there  was  no  alternative  but  an  immediate 
dismissal  of  all  the  excise  officers  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  abandonment  of  the  revenue. 
He  would  not  have  voted  for  it,  if  it  was 
to  defend  corruption. 

Mr.  Babington  said,  if  he  thought  the 
.  clause  would  prevent  corruption,  he  would 
vote  for  it;  but  could  it  be  supposed  thut 
men  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiv- 
ing large  sums  from  the  distillers,  and 
living  up  to  it,  would  leave  their  habits 
for  the  advance  of  their  salaries  ?  It  was 
contrary  to  all  human  probability,  and 
viras  not  to  be  expected ;  he  should  there- 
fore give  the  clause  his  negative. 

Mr.  IViaUkam  was  ready  to  admit,  that 
if  the  fraudulent  officers  must  necessarily 
be  retained,  the  clause  ought  to  pass  of 
course;  but  he  denied  the  necessity,  and 
consequently  must  oppose  it.  Not  only 
did  he  reprobate  the  idea  of  indemnifying 
men  who  had  so  grossly  betrayed  their 
trust,  and  defrauded  the  revenue,  but  that 
of  retaining  those  men  in  their  places,  after 
the  avowal  and  proof  of  sucb  fraud.  It 
taught  those  men  to  laugh  at  government^ 
to  set  them  at  defiance,  to  believe  that  go- 
vernment could  not  do  without  them,  and, 
of  course  could  not  dismiss  them;  and, 
under  such  feelings,  was  it  to  be  expected 
such  men  wguld,  for  a  trifling  increase  of 
salary,  forego  the  temptation  of  gaining 
five  times  as  much  by  fraud  ?  and  what 
sort  of  picture  was  this  to  hold  out  for 
their  brother  revenue  officers  in  £nglanU  ? 

The  (Question  being  loudly  called  for,  a 
division  took  place,  when  there  appeared  : 

For  the  Clause s----    4i 

Against  it 47 

Majority  against  Ministers  —  6 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  it  appeared 
from  papers  on  the  table  that  the  Store- 
keeper of  the  Magazine  in  Hyde  Park 
.never  filled  any  military  office,  and  he 
also  understood  that  he  was  in  possession 
of  a  sinecure  office.  He  trusted  that  he 
would  be  removed  be  tore  the  next  session ; 
if  not,  he  should  feel  himself  obliqued  t^ 
make  a  motion  to  that  eiTect. 
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[East   India.   Private   Trai>e.]     Mr. 
Prendergast  rose,  to  submit  to  the  house  a 
motion  for  papers  which  he  had  ni;idc  the 
other  day,  -but  which  had  been  withdrawn 
upon  a  point  of  form.     As  he  had  before 
explained   himself  sufficiently    upon   the 
subject,  he  saw  no  neces||ty  for  entering 
into  it  at  any  ^^reat  length  at  this  time. 
He  maintained  that  his  statement  had  not 
been  overturned  by  any  thing  that   had 
ikllen  from  the  hon.  chairman  (Mr.  Grant). 
He  had  stated  the  law  and  applied  it  to 
the  fact,  and  on  both  points  he  was  per- 
fectly correct.     The  hon.  chaiirman   had 
said,  that  he  had  derived  his  information 
from  a  memorial  of  some  interested  per- 
sons.    He  denied  -this,  and  observed,  that 
he  had  not  seen  that  memorial  till  after 
he  had  given  his  notice.     The  hon.  gent, 
then  entered  more  particularly  into  a  state- 
ment of  the  grievances  under  which  the 
Private  Trader  laboured,  from  the  conduct 
of  the  Directors.    He  read  the  Order  which 
they  had  sent  out  to  India,  in  1805,  as  to 
the  rates  of  freight  with  which' the  private 
merchant  w)is  to  be  charged ;  which  were, 
1 1/.  per  ton  during  peace,  apd^4/.  per  ton 
during  war.     This  rate  was  acted  upon  by 
the  merchants,  in  their  arrangements.     No 
other  order  had  been  made  on  this  subject 
till  the  10th  of  Ai(gust  1805.     The  hon. 
chairman*  had  said,  that  this  was  the  rate 
fixed  during  peace,  but  that  a  period  of  war 
filtered   the   circumstances;   and  that  an 
order  had  been  immediately  sent  out  to 
Hx  a  higher  rate.     This  the  hon.  gent,  de- 
nied, and  asserted  that  on  the  contrary, 
an  order  had  been  published,  in  1805>  con- 
firming the  same  rates  of  freight  that  had 
been    establisned    in    June    1803.     The 
merchants,  considering  these  as  binding 
upon  the  Company,  had  made   their  ar- 
rangements accordingly.     The  hon.  chair- 
man had  stated,  that  no  extra  ships  had 
arrived  in  India  in  the  years  1805-6,  be- 
cause these  ships  had  been  turned  aside 
from  their  destmation,  for  political  pur- 
♦poses,   over  which  the   directors   had  no 
controul.     But  this  was  one  of  the  hard- 
ships of  which  the  pnvate  merchants  parti- 
cularly complained.     They  were  unable 
to  procure  a  supply  of  ships  independent 
of  the  Company.  They  made  their  arrange- 
ments in  reliance  upon  the  Company  ;  and 
then,  when  they  most  wanted  vessels,  the 
ships  wtr^  taken  away  for  political  pur- 
poses, leaving  the  merchant  completely  in 
the  lurch,    '^is  was  an  extreme  hardship, 
Aod  one  to  which  the  private  ttierchant 
ought  not,  in  any  view,  to  be  subjected  ; 
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but  more  especially  when  the  Company*. 
by  the  act  of  1 793»  was  beund  to  afibra 
every  facility  and  accommodation.     The 
hon.  gent  next  stated,  that  in  1 806  ijt  to 
happened  that  the  Company  had^  aorae 
spare  Tonnage  in  their  regular  ships,  and 
iti  these,  therefore,  the  property  of  privmto- 
merchants  was  conveyed  from  India  to 
this  country.     The  private  merchants  of 
course  thought  that  as  they  had  bo  alter- 
native, they  would  only  be  subject  to  tbe 
rates  of  freight  which,  the  Company  bad 
promulgated.     But  when  the  goods  arriTt*d 
in  this  country  they  were  charged   with. 
44/.  per  ton,  which  as  the  directors  bad 
the  power  of  exacting  in  their  own  bands, 
the  merchants  were  forced  to  pay.     Ho 
had  before  called  this  injostjce  and  opprea- 
aion,  and  he  would  now  add- that  it  was 
fraud  likewise,  because  the  directors  had 
employed  the  power  which  they  poseeased 
to  violate  their  own  agreement,  and  to  dis- 
appoint the  just  expectations  of  the  private 
merchants.    Mr.  J^rendergast  proceeded  to 
observe,  that  from  1805  till  July  1807,  no 
other  advertisement  had  been  published  ; 
and  conseauently  in  the  year  1 806  and  part 
of  )  807,  the  private  merchants  naturally 
concluded  that  they  would  be  permitted 
to  convey  their  property  at  the  old  rates. 
But  to  all  this  the  hon.  chairman  had  re- 
plied, that  a  specific   bargain  had   been 
made  by  the  merchants  with  the  ffOTem- 
ment  of  Bengal.     He  (Mr.  Prendergast) 
himself  Was  on  the  spoCf  he  was  a  good 
deal   interested,   and  yet  he  had  heard 
nothing  of  any  such   bargain.     He   then 
remained,  that  the  directors  had  written  to 
the  governor-general  in  1 807,  fixing  the 
rates  for  the  previous  three  years.     The 
hon.  gent,  read  the  rates;  season  1804^ 
SOL  per  ton  in  regular  ships ;  season  1 905, 
32/.  per  ton  in  regular  ships,,  and  22L  in 
extra  ships  ;  season  1 806,  26/.  iper  ton  in 
extfa  ships,  and  30/.  10<.  in  regular  shipe. 
Not  satisfied  with  the  agreement  which 
they  had  made  with  the  Chahcellor  or  the 
Exchequer,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Private  Trade,  they  bad  sent  out  oncers  to 
their  governmeut  in  India  to  charge  these 
high  rates  of  freight  there,  while  here,  by 
the  strong  arm  of  power,  they  charged 
treble  the  rate  which  they  themselves  had 
fixed.    An  hon.  gent  below  (Mn  Wallace)- 
had,  on  a  former  occasion,,  charactoriaed 
his  conduct  as  unjust ;  but  when  the  honat 
considered  the  facU  which  he  had  now 
stated,  he  was  satisfied  it'wmdd  aUow  that 
he  was  fully  warranted  in  retociinf  the  me* 
casation,  and  in  saying  that  tho- 
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ing  of  the  hon.  gent,  was  not  only  unjust, 
but  marked  by  a  total  ignorance  of  tbe 
fld)ject  on  which  he  bad  spoken.-^Mr. 
Prender^ftt  then  adverted  to  the  proposi- 
tions which  the  Directors  had  made  to  tbe 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  which 
they  had  stated  their  reacliuess  to  afford 
the  private  trader  every  accommodation, 
ftod  to  allow  him  freight  on  the  most  rea- 
sonable terms.  Thb  obligation  they  had 
Tiolated,  and  had  subjected  the  private 
trader  to  the  consequences  of  t&e  pro- 
^g^ity  with  which  they  managed  their 
concerns.  But  he  maintained,  that  they 
had  no  right  thus  to  waste  the  property  of 
their  constituents,  and  of  the  public,  upon 
whom  \heir  debts  must  ultimately  fall. 
He  had  laid  before  the  house  facts  which 
it  was  impossible  to  controvert ;  and  his 
statement,  he  contended,  was  in  no  respect 
cither  uiyust  or  erroneous.  He  concluded 
by  moving.  That  the  copy  of  tbe  Memo- 
rial of  the  Directors  to  the  Treasury,  in 
1797,  some  time  ago  presented  to  the 
liouse,  should  be  re-printed,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  R,  Dundai  observed,  that  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hon.  gent,  were  premature, 
as  the  act  of  1793,  and  the  other  matters, 
would  come  under  consideration,  when  the 
house  was  furnished  with  alf  the  requisite 
information  on  the  subject.     These  papers 
would  not  comprehend  the  whole  of  the 
question,  and  it  was  not  therefi[>re  upon 
them  alone  that  it  ought  to  be  discussed. 
He  blamed  the  hon.  gent,  for  censuring 
^e  conduct  of  the  Directors,  before  the  ne- 
cessary documents  were  before  the  house. 
Mr.    Wallace  maintained,    that  though 
the  principal  facts  stated  by  the  hon.  ^ent. 
were  correct,  the  inference  which  he  drew 
£rom    them    against    the    directors    was 
wrong.    The  hon.  chairman  had  stated, 
that  after  the  extra  ships  had   be^n  di- 
verted from  their  intended  destination  for 
political   purposes,  the  merchants  them- 
selves had  requested  to  be  allowed  to  ship 
their  goods  on^board  the  regular  Tessels, 
upon  payment  of  the  same  rate  -oi  freight 
as  the  Company  paid,  which  was  44/.  per 
ton;  and  yet  this  favour  was  converted 
into  a  charge  of  oppression  and  injustice. 
He  wished  the  hon.  gent,   bad    conde- 
scended to  explain  one  fact     The  private 
merchants  themselves,  as  ship  owners,  had 
let  theiV  ships  to  the  Company  at  from  1 9 
*  to  il\l.  per  ton.     How  then  could  they 
expect  that  the  Company  should  be  able 
to  re-let  their  own  ships  to  them  at  14/. 
per  ton }  The  real  state  of  the  case  was, 
that  as  to  tbe  charge  in  180i,  orders  bad 


been  sent  out  after  the  adve^sement  to 
raise  the  rate  on  account  of  the  war.  Tbe 
orders  did  not  arrive  in  proper  time,  and 
the  result  was,  that  the  directors  bad  set-  ' 
tied  the  account  at  ]  4/.  according  to  the 
original  advertisement. 

Mr.  C.  Grdntt  repeated  what  be  had  for- 
merly said,  that  the  bouse  could  not  pro* 
perly  come  to  a  decision  upon  these  (>oints^ 
till  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  came 
before  it.  The  agreement  in  1793,  be  ob- 
served, went  no  further  than  fornishing 
tbe  private  merchant  with  3,000  tons  of 
shipping.  He  next  gave  a  short  history 
of  the  transactions  between  the  Company 
and  tbe  private  merchants.  The  Com- 
pany bad  resisted  the  project  of  carrying 
home  produce  in  India  built  ships,  but  in 
1 802  an  arrangement  was  made  by  which 
the  Company  engaged  to  furnish  the  pri* 
vate  mer<!hants  with  English  built  ships, 
subject  to  tbe  regulations  of  tbe  Company, 
at  the  low  rate  of  1 4/.  per  ton.  But  when 
the  war  commeilc^,  it  was  necessary  to 
raise  the  rate  of  freight,  and  orders  were 
sent  out  to  raise  it  to  'lOL  ;  but  it  having 
been  stated  that  it  bad  been  already  signi* 
fied  to  the  private  merchants  that  tbe  rate 
would  be  only  14/.  for  the  year  1804,  th^ 
directors  acceded  to  this.  As  tbe  war 
continued  tbe  expences  rose,  but  still  the 
charges  were  within  what  the  Companj^ 
themselves  paid.  His  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Wallace)  had  truly  stated  that  the  mer- 
chants themselves  had  charged  the  Com- 
pany at  ^thf  rate  of  from  19  to  21/.  in 
1803;  and  how  could  they  expect  to  be 
supplied  cheaper  ?  A»  to  the  want  of  ship- 
ping at  a  particular  period,  he  repeated 
that  this  bad  arisen  from  the  vessels  hav- 
ing been  detained  at  Cork,  Madeira,  Ite. 
for  political  purposes;  »id  it  was  impos- 
sible that  the  Company  could  either  OMi- 
troul  this ;  or  be  ready  with  vessels  to 
meet  such  an  accident.  In  the  year  1 80^  « 
the  private  merchants  had  been  furnished 
with  tonnage,  in  the  regular  ships  at  the 
rate  paid  by  the  Company,  and  whatmor^ 
could  they  expect }  There  was  no  law  or 
convention  in  this  case  that  could  give  the 
character  of  injustice  to  these  transactions. 
As  to  publications  in  the  gazettes  in  India, 
be  could  not  answer  for  these ;  but  he 
could  aver,  that  here  the  extra  ships,  in 
1805-6,  were  charged  at  only  14/.  with 
some  exceptions  from  particular  circum* 
stances. 

Mr.  Hoifiorth. — Mr.  Speaker:  As  the 
state  of  tbe  India  Company  most  soon  foica 
itself  on  the  attention  of  parliamaot,  not* 
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and  one  half  should  be  paid  to  the  East 
India  Company  in  liquidation  of  this  debt, 
leaving  a  balance  of  only  419/.  due  from 
government  to  the  Company.  In  the 
anuual  account  of  the  East  India  Company 
just  printed,  1  find  ipserCed  as  ,part  of  the 
Company's  assets,  a  statement  of,  "  By 
what  due  from  government  960,000/.''  It 
is  true  this  charge  is  stated  with  this  com- 
ment "  that  the  Committee  in.  their  report 
having  suspended  for  further  examination 
such  parts  of  the  Pay  Office  demands  as  have 
been  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
pany, the  account  is  still  open  for  further 
mvestigation."  Sir,  the  fact  is  this,  in  the 
account  signed  by  the  authorized  agents 
of  the  parties,  two  Items  are  admitted  upon 
estimate,  which  necessarily  is  subject  to 
revision;  and  one  charge  was  suspended 
altogether,  and  very  properly  suspended, 
because  the  Pay  Office  accounts  were  not 
in  that  state  of  correctness  necessary  to 
conclude  them,  leaving  that  head  of  course 
open  for  further  adjustment :  But,  Sir,  I  well 
remember  when  the  million  and  half  vas 
voted  in  liquidation  of  the  debt  from  go- 
vernment to  the  East  India  Company,  an 
hon.  friend  of  mine  (Mr.  Wbitbread)  pot  a 
question  to  the  right  hon.  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Controiil,  Whether  that  ac* 
count  so  settled  was  to  be  considered  as 
final,  and  conclusive?  and  he  was  an* 
swered  in  the  affirmative.  I  have  taken 
this  opportunity  of  mentioning  this  cir-> 
cumstance,  lest  such  a  paper  .suffered  to 
remain  upon  the  table  unnoticed,  may- 
hereafter  be  taken  advantage  of.  Another 
circumstance,  I  would  mention,  is,  that 
various  letters  which  I  have  received  from 
India,  concur  in  stating  the. discontents  of 
the  Company's  officers,  and  the  disafl^tion 
of  the  native  troops.  This  is  principalhr 
attributed  to  a  system  of  foisting  king's 
officers  into  the  native  corps,  persona  on* 
acquaintedwith  their  language,  and  unuaed 
to  their  customs.  At  Bombay  it  was  in* 
tended  to  mount  addition^  cavalry,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  officered  by  king's  offi- 
cers firom  Madras ;  this  excitea  such  resent- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Company's  offi» 
cers,  and  such  discontent  amongst  the  na- 
tive troops,  to  whom  their  officers  wexe 
endeared  by  long  services/and  with  whom 
for  their  ^lant  conduct  at  Bhurtpoor,  they 
had  received  the  thanks  of  lord  Lake ;  that 
Mr.  Duncan,  the  governor  o(  Bombay, 
prudently  withheld  the  publication  of  the 
order,  and  remonstrated  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Bengal  on  the  subject.  It  hsa 
also  been  stated  to  me,  that  an  order  has 


withstanding  any  attempts  to  conceal  facts, 
or  suppress  the  evidence,  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  other  benefit  will  result  from  the 
present  motion,  than  that  general  infor- 
mation, which  naturally  ari.<^es  out  of  such 
a  discussion:  With  respect  to  the  India 
Trade,  undoubtedly,  Sir,  the  restrictions 
and  interruptions  which  have  been  im- 
posed on  the  Iree  merchants,  and  the  ex- 
travagant price  of  freight  demanded  of 
them,  have  produced  the  effect  of  diverting 
the  (legitimate  trade  of  India  into  clandes- 
tine courses,  by  forcing  a  great  part  of 
British  capital  to  pass  under  foreign  flags. 
But  1  think  it  rather  unfair  to  charge  the 
honourabte  Directors  with  making  this 
exorbitant  demand  for  freight,  for  what- 
ever blame  may  attach  to  the  expensive 
system  under  which  they  act,  it  surely 
could  not  be  reasonably  expected,  that 
they  should  give  facilities  to  the'free  mer- 
chants and  promote  their  objects,  by 
chargmg  a  lower  rate  of  freight  than  the 
Company  were  paying,  at  a  certain  loss  to 
themselves.  Whenever  a  corrective  shall 
be  applied  to  the  abuses  of  the  Indian 
4rade,  it  will  probably  be  found  to  consist 
in  this,  in  enabling  the  British  merchants 
to  bring  their  own  goods  upon  their  own 
ships,  subject  however  to  the  supervision 
and  cotttroul  of  the  East  India  Company, 
to  be  freighted  and  refreighted,^  to  be  ioi- 
ported  and  exported  through  their  offices, 
the  goods  and  merchandize  to  be  deposited 
in  their  warehouses,  in  short,  in  a  system, 
which  will  enable  the  Briti|h  merchant 
and  natives  nnder  British  protection,  to 
trade  upon  equal  terms  with  the  merchants 
of  every  other  country :  Do  this^  and  you 
will  hring  the  whole  trade  of  India  into  the 
Thames,  and  for  this  plain  reason.  If  the 
terms  were  equal,  the  security  would  be 
infinitely  greater.  Sir,  I  shall  take  this 
opportunity  of  adverting  to  a  circumstance, 
which  though  irrelevant  to  the  present 
motion,  is  not  altogether  unimportant.  In 
May  1808,  a  Report  was  presented  to  this 
house  by  the  Committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  af&irs  of  India :  in  that  Report  an 
account  current  was  stated  between  go- 
vernment and  the  East  India  Company,  by 
which  account  it  appeared  that  a  balance 
was  due  from  government  to  the  Company 
of  1,500,419/.  This  account  was  signed 
by  Mr.  Wittwer,  an  authorized  agent  on 
the  part  of  government,  and  by  Mr. 
Wright  the  accomptant  for  the  Company. 
In  consequence  of  this  Report  it  was  moved 
by  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
I^chequeo  that  die.  sum  of  one  million 
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been  issued  for  drafting  off  annually  from 
every  grenadier  battalion  12  picked  men, 
in  order  to  form  a  crack  corps.  To  the  hon. 
Chairman  (Mr.  Grant)  it  will  be  unneces- 
sary to  expatiate  on  the  mischief  which 
may  result  from  such  measures.  I  had 
hoped  that  the  mutiny  "at  Veiiore*  at  the 
same  time  that  it  aObrded  an  aweful,  would 
also  have  ailbrded  an  instructive  lesson,  of 
the  absurdity  of  infoVcing  British  regula- 
tions, upon  Lidian  armies.  On  that  occa- 
sion the  lives  of  near  a  thousand  men,  of 
whom  upwards  of  two  hundred  were 
British  soldiers,  were  sacrificed  to  a  turban 
and  a  whisker ;  if  that  pernicious  folly  had 
not  been  stopped,  your  whole  natfve  army 
would  have  been  lost  By  it :  If  such  a 
lesson  and  such  an  example  be  disre^rded, 
are  you  equally  indifferent  about  the  con- 
sequence ?  I  am  sorry  to  observe,  that  in 
this  house  very  few  know  what  is  doing  in 
India,  and  I  fear  very  few  care* 

Mr.  R'Dundas  admitted  that  he  had  al- 
lowed that  the  account  between  the  Com- 
pany and  the  public  had  been  closed,  with 
respect  to  the  articles  which  they  had 
under  their  consideration.  Still,  however, 
the  Company  might  prefer  a  claim>  but 
there  might  be  also  a  claim  on  the  part  of 
the  public  to  meet  it,  and  till  dthe  Indian 
regimental  accounts  were  audited,  it  was 
impossible  to  say  how  the  matter  exactly 
stood.  As  to  the  practices  respecting  the 
troops,  he  had  good  reason  to  believe  that 
the  hon.  gent,  was  mistaken. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  contende<)j^  that  every 
paper  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  table  that 
tended  to  throw  any  light  on  the  state  of 
the  India  trade.  He  strongly  objected  to 
the  notion,  that  the  question  was  not  to 
be  discussed  till  the  Company  came  to  the 
house  for  a  renewal  of  their  charter.  If 
no  information  was  to  be  given  till  then, 
the  private  merchants  would  be  left  com- 
pletely in  the  dark,  and  very  hardly  dealt 
by. 

Mr.  Prendergast  observed,  that  he  stated 
facts  from  unquestionable  authority.  The 
hon.  chairman  had  said,  that  the  Company 
was  by  law  obliged  to  furnish  only  3,000 
tons  of  shipping.  He  had  understood, 
however,  they  were  obliged  to  furnish  as 
much  as  the  private  merchant  might  find 
necessary  to  carry  home  his  produce.  He 
always  understood  that  the  quantity  was 
to  be  regulated  by  the  demand.  The  act 
on  that  point  spoke  for  itself.  He  was 
surprised  to  hear  the  hon.  chairman  say, 
thai  the  extra  ships  were  only  chatged  at 
the  rate  of  H/.  per  ton,  at  the  very,  time 


that  he  himself  had  suted  them  to  have 
been  carried  away  upon  some  political 
expedition.  He  denied  having  ever  beard 
of  the  bargain  with  the  government  of 
Bengal,  to  which  the  hon.  chairman  had, 
alluded,  and  remarked,  that  no  reply  had 
been  attempted  to  his  statement  of  the 
rat^s  of  freight,  that  had  been  ordered 
in  1807. 

The  several  motions  were  then  put  and 
agreed. 

Mr.  Prendergast  aflerwards,  alluding  to 
the  circumstance  he  had  mentioned  on  th« 
former  night,  of  the  dismissal  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Middleton,  a  servant  of  the  Com- 
pany, ibr  being  concerned  in  the  trade  of 
indigo,  ^while  the  chairman  of  the  Court 
of  Directors  (Mr.  Grant)  was  allowed  to 
bring  that  article  home  from  India,  in 
violation  of  the  bye-law,  that  no  Director 
should  be  concerned  in  any  trading  specu- 
lation, and  considering  what  he  conceived 
a  partiality,  as  likely  to  produce  an  ill  ef- 
fect on  the  respect  which  ought  to  be 
kept  up  for  all  the  transactions  of  the  Com- 
pany, moved  "  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  house  a  copy  of  th^  Oath  of  office 
taken  by  the  Court  of  Directors ;  the  bye* 
laws,  of  the  Company,  prohibitbg  any 
trade  being  carried  on  by  any  director  ;" 
the  bye-law  making  an  exception  in  fa« 
TOur  of  Mr.  Grant ;  and  the  Minutes  of 
the  Resolution  of  the  governor  and  Coun* 
cil  of  Bengal  on  the  subject. '' 

Mr.Crrait/made  a  short  explanation  of 
the  circumstance,  as  far  as  he  was  con* 
cernedyof  the  establishment  of  the  trade  in 
indigo,  from  India  to  this  country,  of 
which  he  was  the  original  promoter,  and 
in  the  manufacture  of  which  he  had  em* 
barked  a  very  large  capital.  Upon  his  re« 
turn  from  India,  he  had  been  elected  into 
the  office  of  Director,  when  no  law  existed 
against  that  board  being  concerned  in 
trade ;  afterwards,  in  1795,  that  law  wae 
enacted,  and  be  upon  that  occasion  stated 
his  cas^  to  the  Company,  and  the  conse^ 
quence  was,  that,  upon  two  general  coerts 
it  was  agreed,  that  he  did  not  come  within 
the  spirit  of  the  regulation.  If  he  were 
compelled  to  choose  between  his  situation 
as  director,  and  the  giving  up  of  his  pro<* 
perty,  he  should  be  compelled  to  elect  the 
former.  He,  however,  had  no  objection 
to  the  motion. 

Mr.  R.  Dwndas  saw  no  ground  for  the 
motion,  as  there  was  no  charge  against 
the  hon.  chairman:  and,  if  there  was,  it 
did  not  come  under  the  jnrisdiction  of  that 
house.    The  whole  of  it  was,  that  the  hon. . 
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ckairman  having  prorooied  a  most  imports 
aift  branch  of  commerce,  was  allowed  to 
retain  his  property  in  it;  this  was  no  cir- 
cumstance  to  induce  a  supposition  that  he 
would  act  contrary  to  his  auty  as  a  direc- 
tor ;  and  it  would  be  a  bad  reward  fbr  his 
past  services,  to  deprive  him  aad  the  Com- 
pany of  his  ^ture  exertions. 

Sir  John  Anstnuher  concurred  in  the 
■ame  sentiments ;  and  said  that  the  Com- 
pany had  a  right  to  make  what  regulations 
and  what  exceptions  they  pleased.  The 
case  was  this :  Samuel  Middleton,  a  judi- 
cial servant  of  the  Company,  had,  as  such, 
taken  an  oath  he  would  not  be  concerned 
in  any  trade  whatever;  in  breach  of  which 
he  had  entered  into  a  trade  in  the  article 
of  indigo ;  for  which  he  had  been  dis- 
missed their  service.  Where,  then,  was 
the  resemblance  between  his  case  and  that 
of  the  hon.  chairman  ?  He  was  decidedly 
against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  declared,  he  had  taken 
an  active  part  in  promoting  the  bye-Jaw, 
which  excluded  all  concerned  '\ti  trade 
from  the  directory  ;  if  any  one  arraigned 
th^t,  it  should  be  in  the  India  house,  and 
not  there.  The  fact  was,  the  hon.  chair- 
man was  not  concerned  in  trading,-  but 
merely  brought  home  the  produce  of  bis 
estate,  like  any  other  property.  He  ad- 
vised the  hon.  mover  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, and  apply  himself  to  the  India  house, 
where  he  wo61d  find  justice. 

Mr.  Prendergasi,  in  consequence  of  what 
had  been  stated,  con^nted  to  withdraw 
bis  motion,  which,  aAer  a  few  words 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who  objected  to  it,  at  wishing  it  to  be 
negatived,  was  agreed  to  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

{Mr.  Curwbn's  Refohm  Bill.]  *  On 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Curwen,  the  house  pro- 
ceeded to  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
frirther  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the 
Seats  in  Parliament  Bill.  On  the  question, 
ihti  the  Amendments  t>e  read  a  .second 
time,  Mr.  G.  Johnstone  stated,  that  hav- 
ing some  further  observations  to  make 
upon  this  measure,  he  should  reserve  what 
be  had  to  say  till  the  question  should  be 
put,  that  the  Bill  be  engrossed.  Ader  a 
short  conversation  between  the  Chancellor 
«f  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  fiankes,  and  lord 
Porchester,  the  house  resolved  itsetf  into  a 
committee  to  reconsider  the  biU,  so  far  as 
fdated  to  the  fi^rst  clause. — In  the  com- 
mittee, the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqiier 
prbpoaed  an  amendment,  by  wfaieh  the 
pMMlty  §w  making  a  gift  or  promiie  of 


money  in  order  to  obtain  a  return  to  par- 
liament, was  fixed  at'  1,0002.  j(  besides  the 
original  500/.},  and  the  person  so  making 
a  gift  or  promise  of  money  wa$  to  be 
rendered  incapable  of  sitting  in  parliament 
for  the  county,  city,  borough,  &c.  for 
which  he  should  be  hi  this  manner  returned. 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  after  a 
short  discussion>  in  which  Mr.  Bankes,  the 
Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Ponsoh- 
by,  the  Solicitor  General,  and  Mr.  Tiemey, 
participated.  The  Report  was  then  brought 
up  on  the  house. being  resumed,  when  Mr. 
Bankes  mo?ed  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  adopted  in  the  committee,  that 
the  disqualification  should  operate  as  to  the 
whole  of  the  parftament,  to  which  stich 
undue  return  may  have  been  obtained. 
A  short  discussion  ensued,  when  a  division 
took  place.  For  Mr.  Bankes's  amend- 
ment, 49 — Against  it,  7 1. '  Majority  25. 

On  the  re-admission  of  strangers,  we 
focttid  the  house  occupied  in  goin^  tbrojagh 
the  various  amendments  of  the  bill.  Upon 
reading  the  clause  originally  proposed  by 
the  Clrancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  im- 
posing a  penalty  on  persons  transferring 
services  for  seats, 

Lord  Milton  moved,  that  the  word 
"  express'*  should  be  left  out  of  that 
clause.  The  effect  of  leaving  that  term 
in  the  bill  woald  be  to  augment  the  bane- 
fill  influence  of  the  cro^^n  in  parliament, 
by  throwing  into  the  patronage  of  the 
Treasury  all  the  boroughs  of  the  kingdom. 
But  the  bill  liad  been  so  mutilated  in  all 
its  parts,  and  was  so  ill  calculated  to  effect 
its  professed  objects,  that  although  he 
.might  succeed  in  persuading  the  house  to 
leave  out  the  term  to  which  he  objected, 
he  should  still  feel  it  his  duty  to  vot« 
against  the  bill.  « 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  cbntend* 
ed,  that  if  the  word  objected  to  by  the 
noble  lord  were  to  be  left  out,  the  clause 
would  be  monstrous,  and  no  person  who 
might  be  returned  after  a  contested  elec- 
tion, could  have  any  security,  if  be  had  at 
any  time  within  the  preceding  seven  yean 
procured  an  office  for  a  fi*iend,  that  it 
might  or  would  not  be  charged  upon  him 
as  having  been  obtained  with  a  view  to  the 
election.  He  was  therefore  of  opinion 
that  the  word  should  stand  in  the  bill. 

Lord  Porchester  thought  that  nothing 
could  be  more  puerile,  or  preposterous,  than 
the  bill  with  this  expression  in  the  clause. 
He  contended,  that  neither  a  jury,  nor  a 
committee  of  that  jfiousc,  pn  their  oaths, 
would  put  any  tmt  the  fiiir  constmctioo 
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upon « such  graiUs  as  those  alluded  to  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  It  was,  iu  fact, 
required  of  them  in  this  instance,  to  give 
that  confidence  to  ministers,  which  they 
were  not  to  j<ivc  to  the  courts  of  justice, 
or  to  commitic(  s  of  that  house.  If  they 
should  adopt  the  clause  with  this  word  in 
it,  uhat  would  the  country  think  of  them, 
but  that  they  gave  not  only  a  pre-emption 
but  an  exclusive  right  to  the  Treasury, 
and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  they  pro- 
fessed it  to  be  their  obj«ct  to  do  away  the 
practice  of  disposing  of  seats  altogether? 
If  theV  should  not  get  rid  of  the  word,  he 
thouglit  that  they  ought  at  least  to  get  rid 
of  the  clause. 

The  Solicitor 'Goner al  arcjued  in  support 
of  the  clause  as  it  s' o  ^l.  IJe  did  not 
think  that  any  very  serious  danger  could 
result  from  its  operation,  because  the  ad- 
mini  strati  o/i  couM  not  possibly  have  at 
their  disposal  plaros  ennn:Th  to  barter  for 
all  the  seats  for  borcucjhs  ;  but  if  they 
bad,  ihcy  cni>ld  not  do  better  than  to  give 
them  to  the  iv\i  iid-  of  their  opponents,  and 
then  they  m-vjit  get  rid  of  them  altogether. 
On  the  whut ;,  lie  thought  the  particular 
word'mg  of  the  clause  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  the  efficiency  of  the  bill  to  its  ob- 
ject ;  because  the  great  purpose  for  which 
it  had  been  brought  in  was  to  prevent  the 
ivholesale  disposal  of  seats  in  that  house 
for  money. 

Sir  F.  Burdat  thought  the  bill  itself  so 
nugatory,  that  he  felt  no  interest  for  its 
success ;  but  he  thought  the  zeal  of  the 
learned  gentleman  who  spoke  last  had  got 
the  better  of  his  prudence,  as  a  member 
of  the  government.  While  he  was  ar- 
guing so  strenuously  against  the  amend- 
ment, he  was  always  supposing  such  a  cor- 
rupt state  of  things  to  exist,  as  absolutely 
made  it  necessary  for  something  to  be 
done.  The  whole  effect  which  Kis  speech 
had  produced  upon  his  mind  was  to  make 
him  think  that  the  amendment  against 
which  he  had  argued  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed. He  seemed  to  take  for  granted  that 
the  existence  of  administration  was  only 
to  be  preserved  by  corruption,  which  was 
precisely  what  this  bill  proposed  to  coun- 
teract. As  to  the  distinction  which  had 
been  taken  between  giving  money  and 
giving  an  office  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing a  seat,  he  was  so  far  from  agreeing 
Vith  it  that  his  opinion  was  directly  on  the 
'  other  side.  The  learned  gent,  had  said, 
that  offices  might  be  given  innocently,  but 
money  never  could,  and  the  guilt  must 
necessarily  attach  t«  the   person  giving 
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money.  He  would  allow  that  giving  roo? 
ney  was  now  prohibited,  and  therefore 
it  was  illegal ;  but  if  it  was  not  that  it  wat 
prohibited  bj^  law,  he  could  not  see  how 
more  guilt  could  attach  to  giving  money, 
than  to  giving  an  office,  or  to  any  other  spe- 
cies of  corruption.  He  thought  thatof  all  spe- 
cies of  corruption  the  giving  of  money  waf 
not  only  the  least  injurious,  but  the  most  inp 
notent.  IT  those  boroughs  must  be  still 
kept  open  for  the  purpose  of  traffic,  it 
was  the  least  mischievous  mode  of  traf- 
ficking. He  knew  that  it  was  a  common 
saying,  ''  the  man  who  buys  supposes  that 
he  has  a  right  to  sell,''  but  he  also  knew 
many  instances  of  persons  who  purchased 
their  seats  with  the  intention  of  acting  in- 
dependently, ,  and  who  did  so  act.  A 
member  who  came  in  as  representative  of 
his  own  money  might  act  independently  if 
he  would ;  but^  those  who  were  returned 
by  the  corruption  of  office,  come  into  the 
houso  bound,  as  it  were,  hand  and  foot, 
and  had  not  the  power  of  acting  inde- 
pendcnily.  As  to  the  pensioned  parliament 
of  Charles  II.  that  had  been  so  often  thrown 
in  the  teeth  of  the  Tory  administration 
of  those  times,  the  excuse  given  was,  that 
such  was  the  modesty  of  those  times,  that 
many  would  accept  a  pension  secretly, 
who  would  be  ashamed  to  hold  an  office. 
In  the  present  times  it  was  also  known, 
that  many  would  accept  a  bribe  when 
gilded  with  the  name  of  an  office, , who 
would  be  ashamed  to  take  a  bribe  in  mo- 
ney. He,  therefore,  thought,  that,  of  all 
manner  of  corruptions,  corruption  by 
offices  was  the  worst  and  most  dangerous. 
As  to  the  influence  of  the  crown,  he  always 
thought  that  the  monopoly  of  the  borough 
mongers  was  as  ij;ijurious  to  the  legitimate 
rights  of  the  sovereign,  as  to  the  mteresto 
of  the  people.  The  argument  of  the  ^ 
learned  gentleman  had  been  defective  in 
supposing  that  it  had  ever  been  represent- 
ed that  all  the  seats  in  parliament  could 
be  purchase,  directly  by  offices.  What 
had  been  said  was,  that  the  patronage  of 
the  ministers  would,  whfen  all  competition 
was  taken  away,  have  a  preponderating 
influence  in  the  boroughs.  £very  body, 
however,  knew  that  the  patronage  of  mi- 
nisters went  much  further  than  the  word 
offices  expressed.  Government  had  pa- 
tronage enough  not  ouly  to  purchase  a 
majority  of  seats  in  that  house,  but  to 
purchase  almost  the  whole  of  themif  tbev 
thought  proper.  It  was ,  from  the  speech 
of  the  learned  gentleman,  that  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  amendment  was  proper. 
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Mr.  Wilberforce  said,  that  the  inconve- 
jiiences  whicji  would  follow  from  adopt- 
ing the  Amendment,  appeared  to  him 
to  be  far  greater  than  those  which  would 
follow  from  rejecting  it.  If  this  word, 
"  express,"  were  inserted  in  the  bill,  then 
it  would  be  found  impossible  to  convict 
any  body  under  the  strongest  and  clearest 
circumstances,  to  prove  that  guilt,  which 
the  object  of  this  bill  was  to  cuard  against. 
By  leaving  this  word  in  tn«  bill,  tKey 
would  be  doing  nothing  less  than  pro- 
claiming to  the  people,  that  offices,  titles, 
situations  and  contracts,  might  be  used  se- 
cretly for  the  purpose  of  procuring  seats 
in  parliament ;  for  unless  it  should  appear 
to  a  jury,  a  judge,  or  a  committee,  that  an 
express  coi^tract  or  agreemenl  could  be 
brought  forwaixl,  na  punishment  should 
follow.  He  thought  that  when  money 
was  excluded  from  the  market,  offices, 
titles,  and  other  favours  which  ministers 
had  to  beslowr would  be  more  operative. 
If  it  were  once  laid  down,  that  money 
might  not  be  given,  but  that  offices,  con- 
tracts, and  such  like  might,  it  could  not 
be  denied  that  these  considerations  were 
equally  corrupt,  and  ought  equally  to  be 
guarded  against.  He  did  tear  that  this 
ohe  word  "  express"  would  do  more  to 
increase  the  influence  of  the  Treasury  than 
the  rest  of  the  bill  would  do  to  diminish 
it. 

Sir  jr.  Lemon  was  ready  to  a^ree  to  any 
measure  for  reforming  the  existing  cor- 
ruptions, but  must  unquestionably  vote 
against  the  clause,  if  the  word  "  express" 
were  retained. 

•  Mr.  Curwen  thought  that  the  adherence 
of  gentlemen  to  this  word,  did  call  very 
much  into  question  the  sincerity  of  their 
offers  of  supporting  the  bill.  From  what 
he  had  observed  of  the  acjministrations  of 
the  country,  the  government  appeared  ra- 
ther inclined  to  rule  by  numbers  than\by 
the  affection  which  must  result  from  pro- 
moting the  happiness  of  the  people.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  this  word  would  de- 
feat the  main  object  of  the  hill,  which  was 
to  rescue  the  character  of  the  house,  and 
gain  the  confidence  of  the  people.  He 
thought  the  people  would  construe,  this 
clause  as  a  mode  of  protecting  that  cor- 
ruption, which  jt  was  intended  to  destroy, 
lie  certainly  did  think  that  the  corruption 
of  money  was  of  all  others  the  most  de- 
basing, but  he  contended  both  against  the 
corruption  of  money  and  of  office.  If  he 
could,  however,  remedy  only  one  of  them 
at  present,  h«  .thought  it  was  an  object 


gained  of  too  much  importance  to  abandon 
the  bill,  ^ven  though  loaded  with  clauses 
and  provisions  of  which  he  did  not  ap- 
prove. 

Sir  John  Newport  said  that  thete  was  a 
double  disadvantage  in  the  corruption  by 
office.  The  office  was  badly  discharged, 
and  the  country  had  neither  an  indepen- 
dent member,  nor  a  good  officer. 

Mr.  Grattan  agreed  entirely  with  his 
hon.  friend,  in  wishing  for  the  adoption  of 
the  bill.  The  rejection  of  it  might  insure 
ministers  a  corrupt  majority  in  parliament; 
the  adoption  of  it  would  afibrd  the  peo'ple, 
at  least,  a  chance  of  independence.  He 
declared  his  intention  to  vote  bgainst  the 
insertion  of  the  term  "  express,  although 
it  was  his  determination  to  support  the  bill 
were  that  term  even  admitted  to  stand 
part  of  the  clause.  There  were  defects 
in  the  bill,  which  did  not  arise  from  the 
hon.  mover,  but  were  introduced  from  a 
quarter  not  equally  interested  in  its  suc- 
cess; still,  however,  he  wouldiiupport.it, 
because  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  decla- 
ration of  the  common  law  of  the  land,  and 
a  reassertion  of  the  ccmstitution.  By  the 
common  law  of  the  land,  any  minister 
who  procured  by  money  seats  in  parlia- 
ment was  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  punishable  by  impeachment. 
He  would  suppose  a  consequence  of  that 
bill,  which  he  was  not  inclined  to  admit 
in  fact,  that  the  entire,  monopoly  of  the 
purchase  of  seats  would  be  exclusively 
confined  to  the  ministers.  If  any  minister 
did  act  upon  such  a  principle  by  taking 
advantage  of  his  exclusive  possession  of 
the  market,  he  (Mr.  Grattan)  was  certain 
that  the  notoriety  would  be  enough  to  re- 
move him.  He  would  rather  that  the 
whole  clause  should  be  expunged  thaa 
the  word  "  express"  should  be  retained, 
but  at  all  events,  he  should  vote  for  the 
bill,  as  he  considered  it  the  restoration  of 
a  constitutional  principle ;  the  common 
law  was  now  practically  repealed,  and  it 
reouired  to  be  revived  by  statute.  The 
bill  (owing  to  its  mod  ideations)  might  not 
immediately  produce  the  benefits  Intended  ; 
but  it  might  operate  slowly,  and  in  the 
end  produce  such  happy  cpn^quenceji. 
He  was  in  favour  of  the  oath  ;  there  were 
many  other  clauses  which  he  considered 
advantageous,  but  so  great  was  his  attach* 
ment  to  the  principle,  that  he  wonld  take 
it  even  destitute  of  those  provisions. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  agreed  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gent. 
who  spoke  last.     He  thought  that  it  was 
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of  the  utmost  importance  k>  the  house  and 
to  the  country,  that  this  bill  should  pass. 
ComparecJ  with  the  advantages  of  passing 
such  a  bill,  he  thought  the  objections  to 
any  paiticular  clause  or  amendment  were 
unimportant.  The  principle  of  the  bill 
was  of  more  value  than  the  details,  and 
yet  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  attention 
of  the  house  had  been  this  night  distracted 
from  the  principle,  in  the  consideration  of 
the  wording  of  this  Amendment.  If  they 
were  to  look  at  the  history  of  the  bill, 
they  would  find  that  it  originated  in  con- 
f  idering  the  broad  fact  of  persons  obtain- 
ing seals  in  that  hou:>e  by  llie  payment  of 
a  sum  of  money.  Another  case  after- 
wards arose  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
of  offices  being  transferred  for  seats,  h', 
then,  the  house  were  now  to  provide  re- 
medies for  the  two  cases  which  had  been 
8o  staged,  it  appeared  to  hiiii  that  they 
wou?(i  have  fully  discharged  their  duty. 
Th*  wli  u*:  object  of  the  clause  introduced 
byii>»ijiht  hon.  friend  (the  Chancellor 
of  tii<  1:.\ chequer,)  was',  that  the  honsc 
should  lake  care,  while  they  punished  the 
guilty,  not  to  spread  a  net  which  might 
catch  those  who  had  disposed  of  offices 
with  the  most  i;uiocent  intenti',ns.  lie 
could  not  agree  with  those  who  thought 
that  this  clause,  having  the  word  "  ex- 
press*' in  it,  so  viilaled  the  whole  bill,  as 
to  make  it  useless*  He  was  sure  that  his 
right  hon.  friend  who  introduced  it  could 
not  have  intended  it  as  a  screen  or  protec- 
tion to  himself,  for  no  one  man  could  be 
freer  from  suspicion  of  such  practices; 
but  the  danger  of  punishment  was  not  so 
much  for  those  who  cave  offices  as  for 
those  who  asked  for  inem  and  obtained 
them.  If  thi?  opinion  of  implied  contracts 
vrere  to  prevail,  a  minister  must  no  longer 
consult  bis  friends  upon  appointments  to 
office,  but  must  go  among  the  ranks  of  his 
political  enemies,  to  consider  who  had 
been  so  decidedly  hostile  to  him  either  in 
^private  life  or  in  public,  that  he  might 
venture  to  give  him  a  place  without  sus- 
picion of  looking  for  a  vote.  We  should 
soon  sec  it  in  the  papers  that  on  such  k  day 
a  gentleman  went  over  to  the  other  side 
of  the  house,  and  made  a  furious  attack 
upon  ministers,  for  the  purpose  of  qualify- 
ing himself  to  hold  a  high  situation. 
Suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  his 
bon.  frfend,  the  member  for  Yorkshire 
(Mr.  Wilberforce),  should  be  asked  to  re-* 
commend  any  voter  to  a  vacant  place, 
say  that  of  receiver  general,  why  his  ca- 
techism must  be  this : — "  Did  you  vote  or 


procure  any  vote  for  me  at  the  election,  or 
did  any  person  in  affinity  with  you,  or 
any  person  connected  with  you,  vote  for 
me"  ?  and  if  the  voter  answered  in  the  af- 
firmative, why  his  hon.  friend  must  iu 
prudence  say — "  Then  I  cannot  recom- 
mend you.  Sir,  for  there  is  a  caSe  in  which 
the  suspicion  of  an  implied  contract  might 
arise,  which,  under  the  provision  of  Mr. 
Curwen's  Bill,  may  expose  me  to  the  loss 
of  my  seat."  [Hear!  hear!]  This  would 
be  the  aukward  situation  to  which  mem- 
bers would  be  reduced.  It  was  impossible 
that  any  minister  could  be  personally  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  men  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  place  in  offices.  He 
could  only  take  the  recommendation  of 
his  friends,  and  of  those  gentlemen,  who^ 
from  their  local  situation,  were  acquainted 
with  the  persons,  or  their  fitness  for  the 
offices  to  which  they  recommended  them. 
If  local  influence  was  to  be  altogether 
abolished,  it  would  be  necessary  in  every 
office  as  well  as  in  the  Excise,  to  trans- 
plant men  from  Lancaster  to  Cornwall, 
or  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
in  order  that  they  might  have  no  local  at- 
tachments, nor  the  power  of  obliging  any 
one  b^  a  vote.  He  hoped  that  notwithr 
standmg  the  paternal  feeling  which  th« 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Curwen)  might  be  na- 
turally expected  to  entertain  for.  his  bill, 
he  would  not  altogether  abandon  it  on  ac- 
count of  this  alteration. 

Mr.  JVhitbrcad  said,  that  if  the  object 
of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  was  merely  to  en- 
tertain the  house,  and  display  his  great 
command  of  the  English  language,  he 
certainly  had  accomplished  that  otject, 
as  he  had  amused  the  house,  and  shewn 
his  power  of  words ;  but  if  he  expected  to 
convince  any  single  member  of  that  house 
that  the  word  "  express"  ought  to  bs 
suffered  to  remain  in  the  clause,  he  had 
completely  failed.  He  had  concluded 
by  saying,  he  hoped  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Curwen,)  would  have  loo  strong  a  parental 
feeling  for  his  bill,  to  abandon  it  in  con- 
sequence of  this  alteration.  Although 
the  original  bill  might  be  called  the  child 
of  the  mover,  yet  if  that  child  had  been 
changed,  and  another  put  in  its  place  of 
very  different  features  and  complexion, 
he  did  not  see  that  any  parental  feeling 
called  upon  him  to  adopt  what  was  not 
so  much  his  own  child,  as  the  child  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellorof  the  Exche- 
quer. He  thought  light  and  darkness 
were  not  more  opposite  than  the  principle 
of  the  original  bill^  and  the  clause  which 
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was  now  proposed  to  be  amended.     As 

to  the  history  of  the  bill,  he  must  beg 
leave  tD  set  the  right  hon.  the  Secretary 
right.  It  did  not  originate  from  a  dis- 
covery that  seats  had  sometimes  been 
obtained  for  a  sum  of  money,  but  it  was  at 
the  time  that  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 

^  of  the  Exchequer  w^s  bringing  in  his  Bill 
against  brolfers  trafficking  in  places  and 
offices,  that  his  hon.  friend  had  proposed 
to  introduce  a  clause  against  trafficking 
for  Seats  in  Parliament,  which  it  was  af- 
terwards thought  better  to  bring  forward, 
in  the  shape  of  a  separate  bill.  The 
necessity  of  some  sort  of  a  bill  to  prevent 
this  corrupt  traffic  was  made  most  evident 
by  the  specific  and  uuniistakeable  trans- 
action of  lord  Castiereagh.  He  consi- 
dered that  that  decision  would  remain  on 
the  records  of  the  house,  a  lasting  me- 
morial of  the  intention  of  the  house  to 
screen  delinquents.  Aker  that  transac- 
tion, 1t  was  impossible  that  his  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Curwen,)  should  not  have  the  cor- 
ruption by  the  grant  of  offices,  fully  as 
much  in  his  contemplation,  as  the  corrup- 
tion by  money.  If  the  right  hon.  Secre- 
tary would  now  lay  aside  all  the  fanciful 
suppositions  and  extravagant  conceits 
with  which  he  had  amused  the- house,  and 
come  to  sober  reasttning  on  the  subject, 
he  thought  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
say,  that  such  a  case  als  hp  had  sup{>osed 
for  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce,)  or 
such  topics  as  he  had  urged,  could  In'  any 
possibility  have  the  least  weight  before  any 
committee  of  the  house,  or  any  jury,  or 
any  man  upon  oalh.  He  would  inJecd 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  gent,  himself, 
dropping  the  extravagance  of  his  conceit, 
wljether  he  c^ould  seriously  believe  that, 
any  committee  of  j%enllemen,  upon  their 
oaths,  could  [)Ossibly  decide  that  such  a 
case  came  within  the  purview  of  this 
clause,  or  whether  any  jury  could  so  de- 
termine r     Sure  ho  was,  that  it  would  not 

.require  a  tenth  part  of  the  ingenuity  to 
gu  »rd  a;^ainst  any  such  decision  that  was 
this  night  employed  to  palliate  the  pro- 
position of  ministers.  The  apprehens'i«jn 
was  quite  fancifuli  and  the  bill  would,  in 
fact,  be  nugatory,  if  this  word  '*  express" 
Were  not  omitted.  If  it  were  retained, 
his  full  persuasion  was,  that  its  effect  would 
be  to  protect  the  corruptions  of  govern- 
ment, and  to  depiive  the  people  of  any 
advantagt*  which  tKe  bill  was  otherwise 
calculated  to  afford, — A  right  hon.  and 
learned  gent,  (the  Solicitor  Genera')  had 
stated,  that  if  this  word  •*  express''  wa« 


not  to  stand  in  the  clause,  the  table  of  the 
house  would  be  covered   with  pethions, 
which  would   haye  no  other  foundatioa 
but  some   of   these    implied     contracts. 
Now,  he  would  tell  that   right  kon-   and 
learned    gent.,  that  if  he  happened    to 
argue  professionally  against  the  petitioners 
under  such   circumstances,  he  need  not 
exert  much  of  his  zeal,  or  much  of  his 
eloquence,  to  persuade  the  committee  that 
such  petitions  should  be  rejected  as  frivo^ 
lous  or  vexatious.     This  being  the  case, 
the  evil    so  much   feared,  of  the   table 
being   covered    with   frivolous  petitions, 
would  be  able  to  correct  itself.     As  for 
the  supposition    of    the   ministers     ever 
being  obliged    to   go   to  their    political 
enemies  to  recommend  them   persons  to 
fill   offices,   that   supposition   could   have 
been  only  made  to  produce  a  laugh :  for 
he  would  venture  to  say,    that  if  any  of 
the  opponents  of  the  ministers   were   to 
recommend  a    person   for    a  place,    mi- 
nisters   would     always     shew     sufficient 
firmness  to  resist  such  a  recommendation.' 
The  alterations  which  had  been  made  in 
the  bill  were  in   its  most  important   and 
efficient  parts.     In   the    first  place,   the 
house  could  not   bear  that  its   members 
should  be  obliged  to  take  the  oath  with  the 
penalties  of  perjury  annexed  to  it.  Those 
who  elected  thciu  were,  however,  obliged 
to  take  such  an  oath,  and  therefore  it  ap- 
peared that .  it  was  not  intended  that  there 
should   be  any  equal  justice  between    the 
electors    and  the  elected.      The   people 
must  believe,   that    the    reason  the    outh^ 
was  left  out  was,  that  the   house  wished 
to  screen  corruption  in  its  own  members, 
and  were  afraid   of   their   incurring  the 
penalties    of  perjury.      After   they   had 
thus  got  rid  of  the  most  operative   part  of 
the  bill,  they  introduce  this  word  "  ex- 
press,'' which  they  did  not  borrow  from 
any  act  ot  parliament  in  existence,  and 
which  ^^ould  effectually  protect  all   cor- 
rupt prccoedliif^s  of  theirs  in  the   dispo- 
sal "of    offices.     He    would   ask  whether 
had  this  bill  pashxd  some  time  ago,    gen- 
tlemen v\ouki  not  have  been  found    to  de- 
fend the   traffic  of  lord  Casllergagh  with 
Reding::,  u[>o.i  the  ground  that  it  was  not 
an  "fcxpicss"   contiact?     [No,  said    Mr. 
Perceval  across  the  table.]     Mr.*  W.  de- 
clared   his  belief  of  the  contrary  ;  and, 
if  ihe  right  hon.  gent,  thought  otherwise, 
why  did  he  defend  the  act  of  lord  Castie- 
reagh* which,  according  to  the  undisputed 
authority   of  the  chair,  was  a  vioTatidn  of 
the  law  of  parliament,  and  whicH  Yaw  the 
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preamble  of  this  bill  declared  to  be  the 
principle  of  the  constitution  ?  But  he 
valued  not  that  declaration  of  the  law  of 
parliament  as  much  as  other  gentlemen 
did.  What  availed  the  recognition  of  ^ 
principle,  if  that  recognition  was  accom- 

fanied  by  a  palliative  for  its  violation  ? 
f  ministers  were  provided  with  a  protec- 
tion which  would  enable  them  ^o  violate 
the  law  with  impunity,  the  law  would 
be  utterly  useless.  Indeed  it  would  be 
worse  than  useless — it  would  be  mis- 
^chievous  ;  and,  however  the  bouse  might 
be  deceived  by  such  a  measure,  they 
might  rely  that  the  public  would  not  be 
deceived  by  it.  The  public  would  see 
that  a  bill  originally  introduced  to  guard 
against  the  operation  of  undue  influence 
in  that  house  was  so  contrived  in  its  pas- 
sage through  the  house,  as  to  aggravate 
the  evil  complained  of  by  giving  a  pre- 
dominant influence  to  government.  In 
fact,  such  a  bill,  with  the  insertion  of 
this  wordy  express,'*  promised  no  good, 
and  threatened  much  harm.  The  .peo- 
ple of  England  would  naturally  enough 
believe  that  this  word  had  been  introduced 
as  a  shield  for  all  manner  of  corruption 
on  the  part  of  ministers,  and,  to  tal^e 
away  all  protection  from  it  on  the  part  of 
the  Country.  He  had  so  strong  an  ob- 
jection to  this  word  standing  part  of  the 
clause,  th\t  if  it  were  to  continue  in  it 
he  should  find  himself  obliged  to  vote 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  that  in  the 
case  alluded  to,  with  respect  to  the  baft^r 
of  a  writcrship  for  a  seat  iir  parliament, 
it  was  determined  that  the  intention  of 
the  agreement  had  npt  been  carried  into 
t fleet,  and  that  was  the  cause  of  the  trans- 
action not.  being  punished,  which  was  an 
acknowledgment,  that  if  it  had  been 
carried  into  eflect  it  would  have  been 
punished,  and  this  implied  acknowledg- 
ment ought  therefore  to  be  satisfactory  on 
that  head. 

Mr.  Ivttkton  said^  he  was  a  friend  to 
parliameiuary  reform  being  brought  about 
by  moderate  means,  and  as  such  hailed 
tnc  present  bill  with  pleasure  ^  but  the  "al- 
terations it  had  undergone  had  changed 
its  character,  and  reduced  itto  a  m«re  nul- 
lity. He  had  expected  much  trom  this 
bill  at  the  outset,  but  it^  had  since  been  so 
mutilated,  and  would  be  so  totally  changed 
if  the  wordjObjectfd  to  we^-q  retained,  that 
be  could  not  think  cjf  supporting  tU?  shadow 
vy hen  the  su bstance  lyas  gone*  He  lament* 
«^^very  seri9i^^ly  the  con4uct  of.miuistcrft. 


who  were  pursuing  a  course  calculateiLto 
disappoint  the  reasonable  expectations  of 
the  country,  for  that  moderate  reform  which 
he  would  prefer  to  any  violent  change. 

The  question  b^ing  loudly  called  for, 
the  house  divided  and  thc/numbers  were. 

For  inserting  the  word  "  express"  D7 

Against  it-.---- -74 

Majority — 25 

Upon  the  motion  th^t  the  bill  be  en* 
grossed, 

Mr.  Wkitbrcad  declared,  that  not  expect- 
ing to  be  present  at  the  third  reading  of 
the,  bill,  he  took  that  opportunity  of  de^ 
daring  his,  most  decidea  disapprobation  of 
it  as  it  now  stood,  as  considering  it  at  once 
scandalous  and  disgraceful. 

Mr.  Curwen  declared  his  determination 
of  supporting  the  bill  even  in  its  present 
shape,  under  the  hope  that  it  still  would  be 
productive  of  some  good,  for  he  could  not 
believe  that  any  ministers  would  dare  to 
abuse  the  principle  so  openly  acknow- 
ledged by  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  conceived  that  the  bill  as 
it  stood,  if  disgraceful  to  the  house,  as  as* 
serted  by  bis  hon.  friend,  would  at  least 
not  be  so  to  the  bringer  in  of  it.  'But  h« 
considered  that  the  eflect  of  it  would  be  to 
narrow  the  entrance  ipto  that  house,  be- 
tween the  Treasury  and  the  popular  bo- 
rough^. 

Mr.  Tiemey,  though  unwilling  to  acced« 
to  the  bill  in  its  pi:esent  mutilated  state» 
yet  would  not  oppose  it  for  the  little  good 
it  might  eflect. 

Mr.  Whiibread  declared,  that  in  the  pre-* 
sent  state  of  the  house,  after  members  had 
gone  away,  he  would  not  delay  the  publio 
buNiuess,  by  dividing  it  on  the  question. 

I^rd  million  had  no  idea  of  gentlemen 
retiring  from  their  duty  as  a  reason  for  noi 
takmg  the  sense  of  the  house,  where  he 
feic  his  duty  required  it,  and  determined 
to  do  it  on.  the  present  occasion. 

IMr.  Ponsonbj/ sa,\d  that  uftder  the  under- 
standing general  on  these  occasions,  be 
would  be  better  pleased  not  to  divide  the 
house ;  but  if  it  took  place,  he  w-ould  give 
the  same  vote  he  meant  to  give  on  the 
passing  of  the  bill.  He  was  never  better 
satisfied  of  any  thing  than  of  the  purity  of 
the  hon.  member  who  brought  in  the  bilh 
But  when  he  found  the  bill  as  it  now  stood 
contained  only  three  lines  and  a  half  of 
that  which  was  originally  brought  in,  it 
would  do  more  to  destroy  the  Constitution 
than  any  act  passed  since  the  Revolution. 

The  house  divided  on  the  motion,  whei> 
the  question  of  eugrossmeat  was  cacjried  ^ 
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Ayei 84. 

Noes 33 

Majority — 5 1 

[Seditious  Societies  Bill.]  Upon 
strangers  being  re-admitted  to  the  gallery, 
we  found  the  Attorney-General  declaring 
his  intention  oF  abandoning  his  bill  for 
amending  the  present  acts  for  regulating 
Seditious  Meetings.  He  declared  he  was 
ofthesameopinion  ss  at  first,  that  the  pre- 
»ent  acts  were  suflBcient ;  but  others  hav- 
ing, expressed  doubts  on  the  subject,  he 
had  thought  it  right  to  regulate  the  sup- 
posed confusion.  He  gave  notice  that  he 
would  bring  forward  his  measure  early  the 
next  fessioQ. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Monday,  June  12. 

[Protest  aqainst  the  War  Taxes  Ex- 
tension Bill.]  The  following  Protest 
against  the  passing  of  the  War  Taxes  Ex- 
tension Bill  was  entered  on  the  Journals. 

"  Dissentient;  1.  Because  this  bill  pur- 
ports to  provide  for  the  supply  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  by  taking  one  million  annually 
of  the  war  taxes.  2.  Because  this  new 
and  ^dangerous  measure  has  been  intro- 
duced into  this  house  at  a  period  of  the 
iessioQ  when  it  cannot  possibly  receive 
that  consideration  and  attention  with  which 
it  ought  to  be  examined  by  every  branch 
of  the  legislature  of  our  country.  3.  Be- 
cause no  information  has  been  laid  before 
OS  to  justify  the  enormous  increase  of  the 
public  expenditure  during  the  last  two 
Years;  and  the  consequent  necessity  of 
large  and  continual  increasing  loans.  4. 
Because  the  present  measure  is  subversive 
of  the  principles  on  which  the  sinking 
funds  and  war  taxes  have  been  successively 
established  and  augmented  ;  principles 
invariably  adhered  to  under  every  change 
of  men  and  measures  during  the  last  three 
and  twenty  yeai*s,  and  now  first  abandoned. 
5.  Because  the  system,  of  which  this  mea- 
sure is,  we  fear,  the  commencement,  will 
rapidly  absorb  all  the  extraordinary  re- 
sources provided  by  the  wisdom  of  parlia- 
ment to  meet  the  exigencies  of  war ;  and 
will,  within  a  very  few  years,  plunge  the 
country  into  financial  difficulties,  such  as 
have  never  yet  been  apprehended  even  by 
those  who  have  thought  most  unfavourably 
of  the  resources  of  the  country.  6:  Be- 
cause we  consider  this  bill  not  only  as  a 
most  improvident  and  injurious  financial 
measure,  but  also  as  founded  on  political 
views  peculiarly  inapplicable  to  our  pre- 


sent situation.  Engaged  in  a  long  and 
arduous  struggle,  we  are  now  adopting  a 
policy  which,  in  the  same  instant,  dimi- 
nishes our  income  and  enormously  in- 
creases our  expenditure.  We  ar6  doing 
this  at  a  time  when  wisdom  and  justice 
equally  require  a  more  economical  and  pro- 
vidential policy ;  which,  while  it  sacrinced 
no  real  prospects  of  advantage,  and  re- 
fused itself  to  no  well-founded  claim  for 
assistance,  should  look  with  a  much  more 
jealous  anxiety  t<i  the  present  interests 
and  ultimate  security  of  our  own  country;' 
and  establish,  instead  of  delusive,  tempo- 
rary, and  ruinous  expedients,  a  solid  basis 
of  permanent  resources ;  the  only  fit  pro- 
vision for  a  contest  of  indefinite  duration, 
and  in  the  issue  of  which  our  existence  is 
involved.  Sidmouth. 

ROSSLVN.      . 

.     Grenville. 
Carrington. 

YaRBO  ROUGH. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Monday,  June  12. 

[Judges'  Salaries  Bill.]  The  hoosc 
went  into  a  committee  on  the  Judges' 
Salaries  bill. 

Mr.  Bankes  proposed  a  claufte  to  prevent 
the  sale  of  the  office  of  Clerk  of  Assize,  and 
to  render  it  an  office  during  pleasure,  in- 
instead  of  being  as  at  present,  during 
life. 

The  Ckaneellor  qfthe  Exchequer  observed, 
that  this  office  had  not  been  sold  during 
the  time  of  any  of  the  present  judges.  To 
render  the  person  holding  the  office  remo- 
vable, however,  at  pleasure,  would  be  to 
subject  him  to  be  removed  at  the  discretion 
of  every  senior  judge  as  he  went  the  cir- 
cuit. It  was  understood  that  this  office 
was  not  in  future  to  be  sold. 

The  clause  was  accordingly  withdravni. 

Mr.  Bankes  objected  to  the  increase  to 
the  salaries  of  the  Chief  Justices  in  Wales., 
In  this  he  was  supported  by  Mr.  Aber- 
crombie,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Perceval 
and  Mr.  Ryder. — ^The  clause  was  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Bankes  objected  to  the  increase  of 
the  salaries  of  the  Welsh  Judges  gsnerall^r 
on  the  ground  of  the  inutility  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  four  circuits  in  that  country, 
and  of  its  having  been  recommended  by 
one  of  the  reports  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee to  turn  the  whole  /nto  one.  The  ef- 
fect of  the  present  increase  to  all  the 
judges  would  only  be,  in  the  event  of  » 
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after  compliance  with  this  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Finance  Committee,  to  occasion 
a  lavish  ezpeudirure  of  the  public  money, 
in  causing  an  ac^ditional  recompence  in 
proportion  to  the  increased  salaries  to  be 
granted.  * 

The  Attorney  General  said,  the  idea  of 
refusing  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the 
Welsh  judges  might  have  the  effect  of 
starving  them  out ;  but  that,  he  was  satis- 
fied, was  not  the  wish  of  his  hon.  friend. 
As  to  the  idea  of  abolishing  any  part  of  tlie 
judicial  establishment  in  Wales,  he  bad 
never  heard  that  this  was  desired  by  the 
people  of  that  country. 

Sir  A.  Piggott  thought  the  augmentation 
essential  to  the  dignity  of  the  judicial  cha- 
racter. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Bankcs  proposed  a  clause  for  prohi- 
biting Welsh  judges  from  holding  seats  in 
parliament. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Eicheqtter  dissented 
from  any  such  idea.  Those  judicial  cha- 
racters from  Wales  who  had  been  candi- 
dates for  seats  in  parliament,  had  been 
the  most  distinguished  persons  from  that 
country. 

Sir  5.  iJomiVfy, maintained,  that  for  the 
last  thirty  years  the  Welsh  judges,  with 
only  three  exceptions,  had  been  chosen 
from  among  gentlemen  of  the  profession 
who  were  members  of  that  house. 

Mr.  Lockhart  saw  no  occasion  for  the 
exclusion. 

The  clause  was  negatived. 
Mr.  Horner  proposed  a  clause  for  pre- 
"venting  any  one  of  the  judges  of  the  prin- 
.  cipality  of  Wales  from. practising  as  a  law- 
yer during  the   period  he  ought  to   be 
going  the  assize. 

The  Attorney  General  objected  to  the 
clause,  on  the  ground  of  there  being  no 
necessity  for  it^;  and  that  even  a  whisper 
would  be  sufficient  to  correct  the  prac- 
tice without  the  aid  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment. 

The  clause  was  negatived.  The  other 
clauses  were  gone  through,  and  the  house 
resumed,  when  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  the  next  day. 

[Cruelty  to  Animals  Bill.]  Sir 
Charles  Btmbury  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill  to  prevent  wanton  and  malicious 
Cruelty  to  Animals.  He  said  he  was  hap- 
py in  the  opportunity  of  shewing  himself 
friendly  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  was 
pleasedf  with  the  thought  that  this  bill 
was  likely  to  experience  no  opposition. 
Cruelty  to  dumb  animak  was  so  prevalent. 


that  it  was  impossible  even  to  walk  down 
to  this  house  without  witnessipg  barba* 
rities  shocking  to  their  feelings ;  the  prac« 
tice  was  too  common  among  youths,  to  the- 
disgrace  of  their  parents ;  and  men  in  ge- 
neral disgraced  themselves  by  their  treat- 
ment of  animals  which  contributed  to  their 
ease  and  to  their  comforts ;  this  was  exhi- 
bited in  the  practice  of  cutting  oQ'the  tails 
of  horses,  and  thus  depriving  them  of  the 
defence  which  nature  had  gi^en  them, 
from  the  annoying  attacks  of  flies  and 
other  insects.  The  injury  these  animals 
also  received  from  the  carelessness  and 
wantonness  of  drivers  of  mail-coaches,  di- 
ligences, post-chaises,  and  slap-bangs,  also 
called  for  legislative  interfer€uce :  h% 
therefore  hoped  this  bill  would  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Windham  said,  that  however  his  sen-, 
timents  might  be  represented,  he  should 
not  vote  for  a  bill  of  this  sort,  which  went 
upon  a  false  and  spurious  kind  of  huma- 
nity, calculated  to  do  more  mischief  than 
the  very  abuses  it  meant  to  prevent.  There 
was  one  scandalous  defect  belonging  to  the 
bill,  and  that  was  the  gross  partiality  and. 
inequality  of  its  enactments.  It  fell  fonl 
of  one  class  of  oBences  only,  while  it  lefl 
untouched  an  infinitely  larger  class,  and 
in  which  the  very  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture themselves  were  implicated,  such  as 
hunting,  fowling,  horse-racing,  &c.  It 
would  open,  besides,  scenes  of  infinite 
vexation  and  injustice,  by  means  of  in- 
formers and  litigation^  much  greater,  in- 
deed, than  those  it  was  framed  to  prevent. 
Besides,  the  obligations  which  the  bill  en- 
forced were  all  moral  duties,  of  that  im- 
perfect obligation  which  did  not  admit  of 
legislative  interference.  He  sheuld^  take 
another  opportunity  of  opposing  the  bill 
more  at  length. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  timc^ 
and  committed  for  to-morrow. 

[Mr.  Curwen's  Reform  Bill.]  Mr. 
Curwen  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  tht 
third  reading  of  the  bill.  Upon  the 
Speaker  putting  the  question  that  the  bill 
be  now  read  a  third  time. 

Sir  T,  Turton  took  this  opportunity  of 
deliveJ'ing  his  sentiments  upon  the  general 
merits  of  the  measure.  He  declared  him- 
self a  decided  friend  to  moderate  and  prac- 
tical reform.  It  wa^  his  une(^uivocal  opi- 
nion, that  when  eleven  thousand  persons 
exercised  the  elective  franchise,  for  and 
in  the  uamje  of  eleven  millions,  gradual 
reform  became  absolutely  necessary  ;  but 
»t  the  same  time^  he  was  equally  sure. 
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that  aniversal  representation  was  univer- 
•al  nonsense.  When,  in  the  course  of  the 
dLscaaston  upon  the  present  bill,  it  was 
openly  asserted,  and  not  contradicted,  that 
Ihe  Treasury  kept  open  shop  upon  every 
general  election,  for  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  seats  in  parliament,  could  any  one 
dotibtof  the  necessity  of  some  reform  in 
the  representation  ?  Of  course,  then,  he 
coiild  not  but  agree  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  If,  indeed,  the  measure  proposed 
by  his  hon.  fViend  (Mr.  Curwen)  had 
been  carried  into  efiect  by  the  house,  it 
would,  in  his  judgment,  have  immortalized 
the  present  parliament;  the""  bill,  how- 
ever, still  contained,  he 'thought,  sufficient 
of  good  in  it,  to  call  for  his  assent  to  it.  Dur- 
ing fehe  discussion  of  the  clauses,  a  form  of 
oath  to  be  taken  by  the  members  had  been 
proposed  ;  this  was  objected  to,  and,  after 
a  debate  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  hours,  and 
when  an  attempt  had  been  made  by  him- 
self to  modify  it  in  such  a  manner,  as^  he 
thotight,  would  have  removed  all  objec- 
tion, then  came  out,  for  the  first  time,  the 
objection  to  any  oath  whatsoever  being 
administered.     This  he  considered  as  a 

Crincipal  fault.  Another  objection  taken 
y  those  whd  supported  the  bill  in 
its  present  form,  was  to  the  rejection  of 
the  word  •'express,"  in  the  clause  prohi- 
biting contracts  for  seats ;  this,  in  his  opi- 
nion, rendered  the  bill  so  far  faulty ;  but 
•till  the  recognition  of  the/  principle  that 
parliament  had  within  itself  the  power  of 
Its  own  regeneration,  was  to  be  found  in 
it,  and,  as  such,  he  was  determined  on 
voting  for  it ;  owning,  at  the  same  time, 
that  it  had,  in  its  progress,  from  its  intro- 
duction to  its  present  shape,  greatly  disap- 
[k)inted  his  expectation. 

Mr.  Joknitone  strongly  opposed  the  bill. 
In  considering  the  present  system  of  re- 
presentation, as  compared  with  the  past 
scenes  of  our  history,  he  was  persuaded 
that  there  was  so  much  virtue  to  be  found, 
as  should  make  them  tender,  at  least,  in 
applying  remedies,  without  being  enabled 
to  foresee  the  consequences,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  event,  might  turn  out  good 
or  bad.  Any  change  in  the  constitution 
of  a  branch  of-  the  legislature  ought  to  be 
attempted  with  the  greatest  circumspection, 
fbr  it  was  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
anticipate  the  bad  efiects  which  might  re- 
iolt  from  causes  apparently  of  little  im- 
portance. In  illustration  of  this  opinion, 
fce  instanced  the  Mutiny  act,  which  no  one 
on  its  introduction  could  have  been  aware 
vfo^H  give  a  paramount  power  ia  the  go- 


vernment to  one  of  the  houses  of  parlia- 
ment. He  acknowledged  that  the  bill 
before  the  house  had  been  very  much 
amended  in  the  committee,  but  he  declared 
that  he  should  vote  against  it,  because  it 
was  the  first  of  a  series  of  intended  in- 
novations, and  an  acknowledgment  in  it- 
self thai  a  change  was.  necessary  in  the 
constitution  of  the  house  of  commons. 
Hitherto  the  proceedings  of  that  bouse 
had  been  guided  by  the  principle,  that  all 
remedies  have  gradually  followed  the  deve- 
lopement  of  practical  evils.  (Cries  of  hear? 
hear!)  The  comment  conveyed  in  the 
cheers  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
might  have  its  weight,  if  it  were  true  that 
the  assertion,  so  often  repeated  in  the 
course  of  the  present  discussion,  "  that  the 
Treasury  was  a  mart  for  seats  in  that 
house,"  was  founded  in  fact;  but  he- deni- 
ed that  any  such  case  was  or  could  be  made 
out.  In  all  former  cases  that  house  was  in 
the  habit  of  waiting  till  proof  was  made 
of  the  charge,  and  as  it  was  not  disposed  to 
take  assertion  as  a  substitute  for  evidence, 
it  would  wait  till  proof  was  actually 
brought  forward  to  substantiate  the  charge. 
Although  abuses  were  proved  to  exist  at 
the  present  day,  yet,  it  was  remarkable, 
that,  during  the  whole  of  the'  present  dis- 
cussion, no  one  iliember  had  undertaken  to 
demonstrate  that  less  abuses  had  existed  at 
any  former  period  of  the  constitution ; 
therefore  he  considered  this  result  of  the 
discussion,  an  essential  benefit  to  the  pub- 
lic, by  demonstrating  that  there  was  uo 
pretext  to  bring  the  constitution  back  to 
its  original  purity.  For  these  reasons  he 
voted  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Abercromb^  said,  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  state  his  reasons  for  voting  a^inst 
the  bill  as  it  stood  at  present.  When  a 
motion  was  lately  made  in  that  house,  to 
refer  to  a  committee  the  consideration 
of  the  case  of  a  noble  lord,  charged  wiiii 
having  trafficked  for  a  seat  in  parliament, 
the  house  had  rejected  the  motion,  and  he 
had  concurred  in  such  rejection,  not  only 
because  such  practices  were  openly  avovr* 
ed  upon  that  occasion,  but  because  the 
present  bill,  in  its  original  shape,  had  been 
at  that  time  introduced  by  his  hon.  friend  : 
and  he  had  then  hoped  and  believed,  that 
the  house  would  have  set  itself  seriously  to 
the  work  of  purging  itself. — However,  as 
it  appeared  by  the  event,  that  the  boose 
had  not  thought  proper  to  redeem  the 
pledge,  to  which  he  considered  it  bounds 
he  could  not  bring  himself  to  vote  for  the 
bill  in  it^  present  shape.    He  would  agree 
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with  th«  89iynn»€Bt  ef  Uie  hMK  baronet  to 
take  the  good  it  oilered,  if  he  could  fim] 
^xiy  such  proft{>ect  fffoia  it ;,  bat  h«  was 
eoDviaced  it  couU)  pvoduce  no  beneficial 
result  for  the  public,  as  its  only  effect 
Wdttld  consist  in  adding  to  the  influence 
akeady  possessed  by  the  crown.  He  could 
net  b«iieve  the  house  was  seriously  dis- 
pMed  to  put  down  corruptioo,  or  could 
be  in  earnest  upoB  the  presont  occasion, 
when  every  form  of  oatb»  intended  as  a 
U»ix  was  rejected  ;  as  nothing  vTas  more 
clear  than  that  some  sort  of  oath  was  ne- 
cessary  to  prove  the  purity  of  the  member 
poMessiog  a  seat.  There  was  one  remain^ 
ing  ground  of  obj/sctioa,  in  his  view  of  the 
case,  against  the  present  bill.  The  pur- 
chase af  8eat»  in  parliament  was  said  to  be 
ceMirary  batU  to  the  law  of  parliament  and 
the  law  of  the  land ;  but  the  present  bill 
did  not  designate  as  such,  all  agreements 
for  that  l>urpose,  but  only  all  "  express*' 
agreeBAents.  This  was,  indeed,  a  new 
term  in  a  legislative  enactment,  and  could 
only  apply,  in  its  plain  and  ordinary  sig- 
nification, to  agrcementa  under  hand  aad 
seal.  There  was  no  man  so  mad  as  to  iii' 
▼ohte  himself  in  snob  a  predicament  as 
tbis,  and  they  might  as  well  aitd  with  equal 
consistency  apply  the  principle  to  the  case 
of  murder,  and  expect  that  in  all  cases  of 
proof,  there  should  be  witnesses  present  at 
the  perpetration,  to  piFove  the  deed. 

Mr.  H.  -ThornUm  declared  himself  in 
Hwow  of  tke  biU;  although  not  as  a 
warm  friead  to  it,  ^as  having  been  altered 
so  materially  for  the  worse,  in  the  comrse 
of  ita  passage  through  the  house.  When 
doubts  were  found  to  exist  respecting  the 
purchase  of  seats,  was  it  fair  they  should 
be  left  in  the  same  state,  especially  when 
any  thing  whicb  would  have  placed  those 
matters  on  the  footing  of  certainty  might 
have  been  enacted  and  would  have  ren- 
dered so  material  a  service  ?  The  bill  cer- 
tainly, as  declaratory  of  the  principle  and 
of  the  law,  he  censidered  a  good  one,  and 
00  &r  desirable ;  and  though  th^  clauses 
whicb  had  been  introduced  tended  in 
eome  degree  to  defeat  the  object  of  it,  yet 
he  trusted  the  publicity  given  to  that  ob- 
ject would  serve  to  put  down  the  practice 
it  professed  to  abolish.  If  the  will  was 
evinced  by  that  house,  it  must  certainly 
have  that  efiect.  One  complaint  was, 
that  the  ^eat  personages  of  the  ^state  were 
engaged  m  the  traffic  for  seats ;  and  with 
v^hat  face  could  they  notice  the  minor  of* 
fences  of  electors  t^ing  bribes  foe  their 
wotes,  whea  saqh  a  tram  was  notorious  ? 
VouXIV* 


He  theugUt  it  absurd  and  inconsistent  to 
punish  voters  fi»r  sellii^  their  votes,  and 
to  leave  wholesale  co]Tiif>tion  of  the  same 
kind  unpunished.  He  hoped  that  parlia- 
ment would  at  a  future  opportunity  put 
down  the  practice  of  giving  money  to  vo^ 
ters  14  days  after  il^  election,,  which  was 
a  mode,  of  evading  the  Bribery  laws. 
Upon  these  principles,  he  should  give  his 
support  to  t>!e  bill.  He  wished,  indeed, 
the  word  "  express*'  had  been  left  out, 
though  only  applied  to  the  incurring  the 
penalties  entbrced  by  the  act,  sm  all  cases 
of  implied  contracts  £or  seats  were,  by 
the  existing  statutes,  contrary  to  law. 

The  Secretary  at  War  declared  he  would 
support  tho  bill.     He  was  not  one  of  those 
who  wished   foi*  any  alteration  in  the  pre- 
seiit  constitution.      He  was  decidedly  o^ 
opinion,  that  if   the   greatest  talents  of 
I  etery  age,  assisted  by  every  means,  and 
I  supported  by  every  facility,  were   ta  be 
brought  together,  'they  could  not  form  a 
perftfct  coustitution  for  any   country  at 
once.     Evils  could  only  be  remedied  as 
they  successively  arose.     On  these  prin« 
ciples  it  was  that  he  professed   himself  » 
warn^  admirer  of  the  British  constitution, 
and   an  enemy  to  what  was   popularly 
called  Reform.  He  entertained  the  highest 
admiration  of  the  British  constitution,  and 
thought  that  innovations  might  give  th^ 
people  more  power  in  the  honse,  as  well 
as  elsewhere,  thaJi  was  consistent  with  it* 
principles.     He  saw  no  practical  inconve- 
nience from  person^  coming  into  parlia- 
ment' by  means  of  their  own  money.  *  It 
was  in  this  way  thai  talenis  and  abilitieft 
were  often  introduced  into  the  house ;  and 
as  thie  vulgar  error  which  asserted  that 
money  was  given  in  order  to  nsake  money 
was  now  explededi,  he  must  say  he  was 
sorry  this  bill  was  ever  entertained.     He 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  tncrease  the 
popular  influence ;    on  the  contrary,  ha 
feared  that  the  current  was  running  too 
strongly  in  that  direction :    the  people 
might  have  too  much  influeoce  within  that 
house,  as  they  might  have  elsewhere.     He 
certainly  wished  the  bill  had  never  been 
introduced;  but  as  it  had  been  brought 
forward,   he  would  vote  for  it;   because^ 
after  it  had  been  admitted,  in  the  course 
of.  the  discussion,  that  seats  were  bought 
and  sold,  that  house  could  never  without 
adopting  some  such .  measure,  go  back  to 
the  situation  it  was  in,  belbre  the  intro* 
duction  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Adam  felt  it  necessary  to  state  to 
the  house  i\m  gc^iid  of  the  irote  which  be 
5  8 
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meant  to  gi?e  upon  this  measure.  He  had 
at  first  been  of  opinion,  that  the  measure 
ought  not  to  have  been  entertained  ;  but 
when  he  referred  to  the  illustrious  time  of 
passing  the  Grenville  Act,  and  found  that 
no  such  cases  of  corruption  had  then  been 
stated,  as  had  lately  been  admitted  in  that 
house,  he  considored  it  impossible  that  the 
house  could  omit  to  endeavour  to  correct 
the  evil  by  applying  the  necessary  re- 
medy. He  had  wished  the  bill,  in  its  ori- 
ginal form,  to  have  passed ;  but  the  intro- 
duction of  the  word  "  express"  into  it, 
rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  support 
it.  The  constitution  of  parliament,  whe- 
ther the  members  were  representative  or 
nominated^  appeared  to  him  the  best  prac- 
tical system  of  representation,  that  ever 
•xisted  in  any  country.  '  It  had  been  ob- 
served by  an  bon.  member  (sirS.  Romilly) 
Bot  then  in  his  place,  that  the  word  "  ex- 
press'' had  n^ver  before  been  introduced 
into  any  act  of  parlianbent.  This  state- 
ment had  not  been  denied  by  any  legal 
authority  in  the  house.  As  the  bill  then 
stood,  he  felt  himself  in  this  unfortunate 
situation,  that  he  must  either  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  office  and  money,  which 
he  could  not  do,  or  entertain  the  question 
of  reform  in  its  broadest  sense.'  The  only 
way  in  which  he  could  get  out  of  this  di- 
kmma  was  to  vote  for  the  rejection  of  the 
bill,  with  an  understanding  that  the  sub- 
ject should  ^  be  brought  forvrard  in  a  more 
perfect  form,  early  in  the  next  session. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  gentlemen 
would  turn  their  minds  to  the  subject  in 
%kt  course  of  the  recess.  He  suggested  to 
ffentlemen  ibr  consideration  three  defects 
m  the  existing  election  law.  1st,  The 
want  of  a  petitioner,  who,  in  some  cases 
could  not  at  present  He  had ;  2d,  The  cir- 
cumstance that  in  cases  of  sale  or  bribery, 
no  petition  could  at  present  be  received 
jffter  fourteen  days  from  the  meeting  of 
parliament ;  And  ^dly.  The  want  of  evi- 
dence. He  had  prepared  some  clauses  to 
remedy  these  delects;  but  upon  reflec- 
tion he  thoirght  the  best  plan  would  be  to 
reject  the  bill  at  present,  and  take  the  sub- 
ject into  consideratieii  the  next  session. 
^ut  independent  of  his  general  objection 
to  the  measure,  there  weiB  other  defects 
in  it  which  rendered  it  impossible  for 
bim  to  support  it.  I'here  w«re  no  ma- 
chinery whatever  toset^itia  motion:  it 
v^mnrod  a  clause  to  regulate  tbe  seals  ob- 
tained by  such  means  as  the  bill  was  in- 
tended fo  pwvent.  Penalties,  were  un- 
ffne'tinnably  recoverable  in  the  courts  of 


law ;  bat  nothing  was  provided  with  re- 
spect to  the,  possession  of  the  seats  so  ob- 
tained. A  man  might  have  the  penalties 
recovered  by  action  against  him,  and  yet 
continue  to  occupy  his  seat  in  that  house. 
The  hon.  gent,  tlien  proceeded  to  maka 
some  observations  on  the  nature  of  bur- 
gage tenures,  and  insisted  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  the  time  for  present- 
ing petitions  against  this  species  of  cor- 
ruption. He  proposed  that  any  of  tht 
king's  subjects  should  have  the  riffht  of 
petitioning,  even  although  he  should  nei- 
ther be  a  candidate  nor  elector.  The  bill 
would  be  nugatory  without  giving  such 
rljjht  of  petition.  Having  maturely  con- 
sidered all  these  circumstances,  he  had  al- 
tered his  mind  with  respect  to  the  amend- 
ments he  had  intended  to  propose,  and 
should  not  therefore  press  them  on  the 
house  in  the  present  instance.  He  thought 
it  right,  however,  to  state  on  this  occasion, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  time  for  present- 
in  ^r  a  petition  ottght  to  be  extended  from 
fifteen  days  to  one  calendar  month  after 
(he  discovery  of  the  offence  ;  and  that 
this  right  of  petitioning  should  continue 
during  the  whole  parliament.  He  pro- 
posed also,  that  to  the  right  of  petitioning 
should  be  annexed  the  right  of  costs,  if 
the  petitioner  failed  in  snbstantiating  his 
allegations.  The  hon.  gent,  concluded, 
by  restating  that  he  would  not  bring  for- 
ward his  amendments  now,  but  would  vote 
against  the  bill,  under  an  understanding; 
however,  that  it  would  be  brought  forward 
in  a  more  perfect  shape  next  session. 

The  Solicilor  General  observed,  that  as 
the  hon.  and  learned  gent,  had  not  pro<' 
duced  his  clauses  to  the  house,  it  was  not 
necessary  for  him  to  enter  into  the  discus- 
sion of  them.  From  what  he  could  col- 
lect, however,  from  the  hon.  gent's,  speech, 
it  appeared  to  him  to  involve  very  novel 
regulations  as  to  the  election  law,  as  foun- 
ded on  the  Grenville  Act.  His  clauses 
would  introduce,  for  the  first  timey  into 
that  law,  litigation  by  the  common  in- 
former; and  no  member  of  that  house 
could  any  day  come  down  to  his  duty, 
without  feeling  it  necessary  to  inqnire 
whether  any  petition  existed  against  him. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gent,  had  said,  and 
upon  the  authority  of  an  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  not  then  in  his  place,  that  the  word 
"  express'*  was  not  to  be  found  in  any 
act  of  parliament.  What,  he  would  itsk, 
would  the  house  think  upon  this  subject, 
if  it  should  appear,  notwithstanding  all 
these  learned  authorities^  that  the  vrori 
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«'  express'^  was  to  be  found  in  an  act  of 
parliament,  that,  every  day  6f  his  profes- 
sional practice,  came  within  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  learned  member  alluded  to. 
He  referired  to  the  statute  of  Frauds  and 
Perjuries.  In  the  5th  clause  of  the  29th 
«f  Charles  II,  which  directed  what  was  to 
give  validity  to  a  will,  it  was  provided  that 
ihe  will  must  be  signed  by  the  testator, 
or  in  his  presence,  by  his  ^  express'  direc- 
tion (A  cry  of  Hear!  hear!).  It  cer- 
tainly was  not  connected  with  the  word 
^  agreement,"  but  had  been  introduced 
for  the  same  purpose  as  in  the  bill  under 
-consideration.  He  had  mentioned  this 
only  with  a  view  to  shew  how  extraor- 
dinary a  declaration  bad  been  made  by 
the  learned  members  on  the  other  side. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  pursue  this  subject 
further:  the  measure  was  a  legislative  de- 

-  claration  of  the  law  ;^  and  when  it  should 
be  so  declared,  he  was  persuaded  that  the 
practise  which  it  w,as  intended  to  pre- 
vent^ would  be  discontinued,  even  without 
jthe  intervention  of  a  penal  statute.  It  was 
his  firm  conviction  that  the  offences  com- 
plained of  and  admitted  to  exist,  were 
committed  only  firom  an  ignorance  of  the 
law ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  many  hon. 
gentlemen,  if  aware  of  its  being  contrary 
to  law,  wqpld  never  have  committed  the 
offence.  Upon  these  grounds,  he  should 
giye  his  support  to  the  bill. 

Lord  A,  Hannlton  would  have  delivered 
his  sentiments  upon  this  measure,  at  some 
earlier  stage  of  its  progress,  if  he  could 
have  caught  the  Speaker's  eye.  He 
thought  it  extraordinary  that  any  man, 
who  valued  the  prosperity  of  this  country, 
could  suppose  that  this  was  not  a  subject 
fit  for  the  consideVation  of  the  house. 
Several  gentlemen  had  delivered  opinions 
adverse  to  the  principle  of  the  bill ;  but 
he  should  not  consider  himself  as  faithful 
to  his  duty,  if  he  did  not  protest  against 
such  doctrines.  It  had  been  said  that  this 
measore  was  an  experiment ;  but  was  there 
not  a  more  dangerous,  a  more  alarming, 
and  a  more  extensive  experimentcxisting  m 

'  the  continuance  of  those  abuses  which  this 
bill  was  intended  to  prevent  ?  What  would 
be  the  situation  of  that  house,  if  no  mea- 
sure were  to  be  adopted  for  correcting 
those  corrupt  practices  which  were  univer-^ 
-sally  admittea  to  exist  ?  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  members  of  that  house,  to  see,  either 
that  the  charge  was  unfounded,  or  to 
take  care,  that  the  practice  should  be  al- 
tered.    He  had  been  a  warm  advocate  for 

\  4he  bill^  as  it  bad  at  first  been  introduced ; 


but  it  had  been  so  altered  in  its  passage 
through  the  house,  that  he  should  not 
be  surprised  if  the  hon.  member  who 
brought  it  forward,  should  now  feel  himself 
called  upon  not  to  support  it.  Not  fiwe 
lines  of  the  original  bill  had  been  suffered 
to  remain.  He  begged  the  house  to  con* 
sider  what  would  be  the  effect  o^  the  biU 
as  it  had  been  altered,  if  suffered  to  pass 
into  a  law.  It  would  throw  the  whole  ot* 
the  seats  that  remained  saleable,  into  the 
hands  of  the  Treasury,  and  upon  thosre 
grounds  he  should  feelhiipself  bound  to 
vote  against  the  bill.  He  thought  there 
would  be  a  much  better  chance  ol'  pro- 
ducing an  adequate  and  efficient  measure^ 
if  it  were  snffered  tp  lie  over  till  the  next 
session  of  parliament.  It  had  been  said 
by  a  right  hon.  gent.,  that  the  Resolution 
of  1779  was  a  sufficient  security  against 
the  corrupt  practices  complained  W* :  but 
when,  in  the  bourse  of  last  month,  he  had 
brought  a  distinct  charge  against  a  noble  * 
lord  opposite  (lord  Castlereagh)  a  contrary 
Resolution  was  voted,  namely,  that  as  the 
agreement  had  not  been  carried  into  effect, 
no  farth«»r  proceeding  was  necessary.  As 
to  what  liad  been  said  with  respect  to  the 
influence  of  property,  he  concurred  in  it 
so  far  as  it  was  honourably  and  fairly  ex- 
erted. What  he  condemned  was^  that  it 
should  be  brought  to  an  ignominious 
market,  and  be  thereby  made  the  instru- 
ment of  subverting  the  integrity  and  in- 
dependence of  parliament,  ^uch  coo- 
duct,  in  his  opinion,  reflected  disgrace 
upon  the  parliament.  It  had  never,  until  this 
session,  been  admitted  in  that  house,  that 
seats  were  publicly  bought  and  sold ;  or 
that  the  notoriety  of  the  offence  Viras  to 
secure  impunity  for  the  guilt.  If  the 
house  should  not  put  a  stop  to  this  prac- 
tice, it  would  be  impossible  to  preserve  itc 
chariacter,  or  to  retain  any  portion  of  the 
respect  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Daxfics  Giddy  did  not  rise  for  th« 
purpose  of  retracting,  or  explaining  away, 
any  of  the  opinions  he  had  stated  on  « 
former  night.  Those  opinions  he  had  forn^ 
cd  by  deliberate  reflection  in  retireroent,and 
they  had  been  confirmed  by  his  subse- 
quent experience  in  life.  He  first  had 
stated,  that  prppert3^and  political  power 
ought  to  be  connected:  he  was  still  of 
the  same  opinion ;  but  in  standing  up  as 
the  advocate  of  influence  he  did  not  mean 
to  vindicate  the  practice  of  corruption. 
So  far  as  influei^e  could  legitimately 
be  exerci^,  it  must  extend  to  all  pro- 
perty* .  He    considered  the  landed   i»« 
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terest  and  due  country  as  identified ;  and 
60  far  from  admitting  that  the  landed 
interest  and  the  mcmied  interest  were 
correlative  terms,  be  looked  opon  one 
ms  properly  and  cuBstitutionaiiy  sub- 
servient to  the  other.  He  was  of  opi- 
«ion,  that  an  ofyportunity  should  be  aflford- 
ed  to  men  of  talents,  and  men  possessing 
property  in  difierent  parts  of  the  empire/ 
to  obtain  seats  in  that  house,  and  sure  he 
"was,  that  that  man  would  be  a  bad  friend 
to  bis  country,  and  a  worse  enemy  to  the 
•constitution,  who  would  exclude  officers 
cf  the  navy  and  army  from  parliament. 
It  was  his  opinion  th^t  the  crown  should 
have  the  means  to  exercise  an  influence 
in  that  house.  When  parliament  had 
formerly  been  assembled  only  to  paas  the 
acts  proposed  by 'the  crown,  then  it  might 
safely  be  as  independent  of  the  crown, 
as  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  wish ; 
but  now  a  great  part  of  the  government 
vas  carried  on  in  that  house ;  and  unless 
the  crown  had  influence,  the  government 
could  not  go  on.  It  was  his  wish  and  hb 
firm  conviction  that  the  different  branches 
of  the  legislature  should  and  ought  to  be 
connected  by  means  of  this  influence.  If 
the  branches  were  wholly  independent  of 
each  other,  such  would  be  the  eilcct  of 
human  frailties  and  passions,  that  they 
^ould  be'  made  to  poll  different  ways. 
An  hon.  baronet,  in  alluding  to  an  obser- 
vation of  his  on  a  former  night,  that 
•one  week'^  coitfosion  would  do  irreparable 
mischief  to  the  country,  had  asked  him. 
Whether  he  thought  this  measure  would 
produce  confiision  ?  In  an<;wer,  he  had 
to  state^  that  he  certainly  did  not  think 
80  ;  but  when  so  many  gentlemen  resort- 
ed to  such  Tarious  means  of  misleading 
the  public,  and  exciting  unfavourable  im- 
pressions as  to  the  public  establishments^— 
the  etate  of  the  army,  which  uniformly 
drove  the  enemy  before  it  wherever  it  came 
in  contact  with  then — the  possibility  of 
saving  many  millions  of  the  public  ex- 
penditure— be  thought  that  any  measure, 
"Which  would  be  the  result  of  popular 
clamour  so  raised,  or  public  delusion  so 
Irept  up,  would  be  dangerous  in  the  ex- 
Jlreme.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  abuses 
ought  to  be  corrected :  but  before  that 
ihonse  should  resort  to  strong  measures,  it 
.was  necessary  to  enquire,  first,  whether 
the  -abuses  existed  ;  secondly,  to  consider 
the  magnitude  of  the  alleged  abuses ;  and 
thirdly,  to  take  care  i^iat  an  evil  of  small 
-extent  shoohi  not  be  followed  by  too  vio- 
lent a  remedy.    tThebiilbefore  ahe  Jioi»e^ 


he  thoi^bt,  would  go  a  g^od  wi^  tit-eor^ 
T&ct  the  scandalous  corruption  which  was 
admitted  to  exist ;  but  then  it  would  also 
have  other  effects,  which  he  should  de- 
precate. Yet,  upon  mature  cmoiiieraticm, 
he  was  W  opinion,  that  the  biH  weald 
produce  more  good  than  evil ;  and  under 
that  impression  he  should  vote  for  it. 

Sir  Francis  Burden  rose  to  say  aTory  fev 
words  upon  the  subject  of  this  hiU.  Tht 
measure  appeared  to  him  to  be  wholly  ia- 
efficient  as  to  the  provision  of  any  ade- 
quate remedy  of  the  abuses,  if  tftot  uot- 
versally,  at  least  generaUy,  aibnttted  to 
exist.  It  would  not,  however,  be  ine&- 
cient  for  tire  purpose  oi  scpeeatog  cor- 
ruption; and  upon  this  ground  he  chougbt 
it  ought  to  be  calkd  **  A  Bill  for  grantiag 
indenmity  for  past  cormptioo,  atMi  lor  prs- 
viding  security  for  future  corraption*'^  He 
had  iH^en  calkd  up,  however,  particubriy 
by  the  insinuations  of  the  hon.  ge»t.  vAio 
had  just  sat  down  against  the  advocates  of 
reform.  lie  did  not  mean  to  say  *that  he 
was  insensible  to  these  insinuationBy  ^ir  that 
be  was  not  inc hided  among  those  to  whon 
the  hon.  gent.'s  inuendos  and  observations 
were  intended  to  apply.  But  before  he 
should  proceed  to  take  any  further  M>tioe«f 
these  insinuations,  he  had  one  obaervatkia 
to  make  upon  the  hon.  genu's  argameata.  in 
these  he  appeared  to  answer  bimseii,  in 
the  assertion  of  the  hon.  gent.,  that  politi- 
cal power  should  be  connected  with  pro- 
perty, he  entirely  coucun*ed,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  that  connection  was  the 
great  object  for  which  he  contended.  But 
the  hon.  gent,  had  no  aooner  laid  down 
this  principle  broadly,  than  he  drew  thb 
corollary  from  it,  that  places  which  jid 
longer  retain  any  property,  should  stSl 
loontinoe  to  possess  a  share  of  the  repre- 
sentation, and  conaequeotfy  of  pcditical 
power.  The  two  propoaitiuns  were  irre- 
concileable.  The  hon.  gent,  disdained 
that  he  should  he  thought  a  friend  4«>  car- 
ruption,  and  yet  defended  a  syttem,  which 
was  the  living  source,  the  salient  apring-d' 
all  the  corruption  that  eacisted  in  the 
-state.  He  could  not  percei(?e  what  idea 
the  hon.  gent,  had  of  corruption.  'But 
when  the  hon.  gent,  said  that  it  was  coa- 
trary  to  the  principks  of  human  natwrethat 
a  man  should  take  an  office  and  not  s£m^ 
wards  vote  for  the  person  who  had  pw- 
cured  it  for  him,  he  seemed  to  have  a  ^wary 
strange  notion  of  corruption  in  excepting 
such  a  case.  What !  was  it  not  corrop- 
tion,  if  the  vote  was  to  be  grvien  for  a  fwibt 
Teoei^^  ?  and  coald  it  jnabt  ^aii(p  ^iSkh 
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self  jbeen  accQBed  of  b^^ing  a  party  to  a 
•■  bril  WM  intended 


cnce  in  the  ntture  of  the  corraptmi,  wht- 
tber  Ihat  bribe  was  given  in  the  slkape  of 
▼aiyable  consideration  in  money  or  oi'  a 
lo<xative  office  ?  What  be  had  to  say  re- 
lative to  the  insinuations  of  the  hon.  mem- 
faer,  he  should  reserve  for  the  hist ;  insi- 
msatioEis  applied  to  him  and  others,  who 
tried  in  «very  l^itimate  ^ay,  and  by  all 
constitutional  means,  to  pi*ociire  advo- 
cates for  whart  he  looked  upon  as  necessary, 
if 'not  to  the  aahwtion,  Mideast  to  the  iiap- 
fftiness  «nd  fi«eedom  of  this  empiiie,— «a  Re- 
fom  in  Parliament. — With  respect  to  the 
•bill  itself,  the  \mn.  miember  who  had 
broogbt  it  forward,  ought  to  be  the  first  to 
vote  against  it;  If  he  should  not  do  so, 
lie  fiwld  prove  himself  to  possess  a 
greater  degree  of  inebility  of  opinion, 
a  greater  inoonsigbescy  of  fsrinciple  m 
adopting  the  opinions  of  those  who  op- 
posed him  origvnally,  than  he  could 
suppose  Imub  capable  of.  Howconld  lie 
supfwrt  a  measure  in  -wiitch  be  co^iUl  not 
&id  mcve  tham  three  lines  a»d  dinee  quar- 
ters t>f  the  preamble  off  th«  Ml  whic*i  he 
had  inHrodvced  ? — He  9h<»ufkl  1>ope,  tliere- 
fore,  that  the  honngent.  w4ifM  inA  shew  that 
be  was  attached  wit^  tihe  londness  of  a 
pap^Bt,  to  this  supposititious  o&pring,  this 
ohangling  forced  upon  hira  as  Ms  legiti- 
nate  production ;  or  send  ont  to  the  pub* 
lie  with  the  weight  and  influence  of  -his 
iiaiBe,  a  measure  which  was  really  the 
child  ol'the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite. 
The  hon.  «ienrber  had  at^rst  -besota^^  «f 
the  ri^bt  hon.  gent.  a«A  to  melt  down  his 
jneasupe,  ncrt  to  change  its  nature  or  •de- 
stroy its  identity,  by  his  alterations  and 
amefidnients.  dqi  when  the  bill  had  g^ne 
into  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  crocible,  it  had 
been  taeked  down  oempletely,  and  no- 
thiiig  now  remained  hm  the  4ros8.  '(Hear ! 
hear !].  The  provisions  which  had  heen 
introduced  into  the  bil^  wooM  have  a  di- 
*ieo«^y  contrary  eiSect  from  what  was  ori- 
ginally proposed  by  the  hon.  gent.  The 
bill,  as  it  thH&n  stood,  would  not  only  be  an 
indemnity  for  past  eorraption^,  but  be  an 
effectual  plea  in  har  against  any  -charge  of 
that  desertion,  which  might  hereafter  be 
-detected.  However  scandalous  any  such 
transactions  might  be,  this  bill  wowM  af- 
ibrd  a  sufficient  plea  in  bat  against  hi<n  or 
any  other  hon.  mevaber  who  should  bring 
before  that  house  such  charges  as  had  been 
inad«  by  his  ban.  friend  (Mr.  ^adocks), 
against  the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord  Cas- 
tlereagh).  But  what  was  the  situation  of 
the  right  hon.  gent.,  with  respect  to  this 
tteaBw-e,  at  a  time  t«e  when  he  had  him- 


transaction  such  as  the 
to  prevent  ?  Was  it  to  be  eiidured  that  the 
notoriety  of  sooh  corruptions  should  he 
made  a  justification  of  their  existence.^ 
If  that  p;,inciple  were  to  be  ^dmittad, 
then  it  waald  appear  that  the  modes  of  rea« 
soniag  in  that  bouse  differed  widely  from 
the  modes  of  ^'easonin^  and  inter^renoe 
adopted  elsewhere.  The  judges  of  the 
land,  when  they  had  it  in  contemplation 
to  put  down  any  particular  oflence  which 
had  become  notorious  and  frequent,  took  a 
different  coursefvom  that  nhich  had  lately 
been  pursued  in  that  house,  h  was  not 
thought  bad  i>eaeoning  in  them,  when  they 
wished  to  pot  down  offenoes  under  such 
cirCumslances,  to  make  severe  examples 
of  those  who  were  guilty  of  them.  Bat 
in  that  house,  when  ministers  were  charged 
with  being  guihy  of  these  corruptions, 
and  when  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands 
ihat  they  generallly  were  practised,  no  p«- 
nislHwent  was  to  he  inflicted  at  all  !  ?%is 
was  the  more  extraordinary,  because  they 
had  in  their  bands  means  the  simplest,  the 
KNMt  constitutional,  and  the  most  coiYSist- 
«atwfth  parliamentary  usage,  forcorrtct- 
ing  the  evii.  1^  had  been  said^  that  the 
hill  was  only  a^cK'laration  of  what  w»s  the 
law  already  ;  and  that  the  principle  it  con- 
tained had  always  l>«en  the  pntici)ile  of 
tlie  common  law  aga.nst  the  scandahms 
trafi^  ior  seats  in  parJiamevrt.  This,  tvow- 
ever,  had  been  defned  by  the  common 
lawyers ;  but,  at  all  events,  they  had  hi 
that  house  the  comrtituiional  mode  of  put- 
ting down  such  offence^  by  applying  the 
pnnishment  it  mei4ted  to  the  omnce  wheo 
detect. — ^AsDo  the  hill  under  considers- 
tian,  ic  appeared  to  hhn  originally,  net 
only  to  be  hitile  hiit  tnrschievous,  because 
he  was  ^Qonvinced  that  its  operation  would 
t>ave  the  efiect  of  giving  a  monopoly  of 
horoaghs  to  <he  Treasury.  It  was  not  by 
Bu<h  arieasares,  that  they  could  ever  hope 
to  cwrect  the  evil  they  wi^ihed  !o  get  rid 
<if.  By  sach  measures,  they  would  only 
estab4i^  a  liira  and  skin  over  the  ulcera- 
tions of  the  fool  coirujjtion  which  was 
known  to  cwst,  and  to  pi^'adt  the  whole 
of  the  poHtical  system  un^ler  which  theaf-. 
fairs  of  the  ct>untry  were  at  present  admf« 
«ifit«ed.  They  must  strike  at  the  root  ^f 
the  corruption  if  they  eKpecte<l  any  sac-* 
cess  from  their  attempts  to  eiadicate  it.-* 
He  consid<*red  that  what  wan^  reform 
in  parliament  was  a  vtc«  which  wan 
inherent  in  the  house,  as  it  was  iww 
constitoted,  and  which  prevented  it  ha* 
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ing  the  representative  assembly  of  the 
people.    It  seemed   to  be  generally   al- 

■  lowed,  that  some  sort  of  reform  was  neces- 
sary, and  he  was  sure  that  this  sort  of  re- 
form was  not  timt  which  the  people  ex- 
pected, or  the  times  called  for.  This  bill, 
which  was  introduced  as  a  measure  likely 
to  unite  all  parties,  had  turned  out  directly 
the  contrary,  as  it  had  dii>uiiited  in  opinion 
most  of  those  who  had  been  accustomed  to 
agree  on  other  subjects.  The  houso'  had 
lately  heard  the  opinions  of  many  of  its 
members  respecting  their  ideas  of  the 
constitution,  and  of  the  best  means  of  cor- 
recting its  notorious  abuses,  and  restoring 
its  primitive  purity.  It  would  be  seen 
that  hardly  any  two  agreed  upon  the 
subject.  One  man  said,  this  was  the  con- 
stitution, and  another  said,  something  else 
was  the  constitution.  The  only  potnt  that 
all  agreed  in  was,  that  to  their  particular 
ideas  of  what  was  rifflit  and  proper,  they 
gave  the  name  of  the  Constitution.  He 
would  be  more  precise  in  his  definition  of 
it ;  he  borrowed  his  ideas  of  the  constitu- 
tion from  the  statute  book,  and  for  every 
one  of  those  opinions  he  entertained, 
upon  this  most  important  of  alt  subjects, 
he  was  prepared  to  quo^  chapter  and 
verse  in  support  of  them.  He  knew 
there  were  many  who  laughed  at  the 
idea  of  bounding  the  constitutipn  within 

the   limits  of  the    laws  of  the    land 

The  constitution  appeared  in  those  men's 
eyes  as  some  sublune  kind  of  mystery 
which  it  was  hardly  possible  to  conceive, 
and  still  more  difficult  to  explain.  His 
views  of  it  were  very  ditferent — he  had 
been  at  all  times  perfectly  ready  to  explain 
those  viewsr— and,  if  there  was  any  am- 
biguity in  the  opinions  he  had  delivered  at 
any  period,  or  in  any  place,  upon  that  sub- 
ject, he  was  sure  it  was  unintentional  on 
his  part.  He  knew,  however,  that  when 
the  words,  demagogues,  public  agitators, 
haranguers  of  the  people,  and  enthusiastic 
reformers,  were  so  often  mentioned  in  that 
bouse,  he  was  the  person  principally 
alluded  to.  He  would  not  therefore  con- 
tinue any  longer  the  butt  of  such  insinua- 
tions, nor  rest  contented  in  that  calumniat- 
ed and  denounced  situation.  He  thought, 
that  short  as  the  duration  of  the  session 
would  probably  be,  the  house  ought  not  to 

» .break  up  contaminated,  as  it  must  appear 
in  the  eyes  of  their  constituents,  and  un- 
purged  of  the  corruption  which  had  been 
proved  to  exist  in  it.  He  thoucht  that 
they  should  give  some  pledge  to  the  peo- 
ple before  they  broke  up,  as  to  the  coarse 


they  should  hereafter  be  disposed  to  por- 
sue  upon  this  great  constitutional  question ; 
and  it  was  his  intention  to  come  down  to- 
morrow, and  move  a. short  Resolulioo, 
pledging  the  house  to  take  jnto  their  con- 
sideration, early*  in  the  next  session  of  par- 
liament, the  grievances- of  the  people,  and 
particularly  that  grievance  of  grievances, 
the  State  of  the  Representation.  He 
should  take  that  opportunity  to  state  ex- 
plicitly what  he  did  mean  and  what  be  did 
net  mean,  in  order  to  put  the  house  so 
completely  and  entirely  in  possession  of 
his  sentiments  uppn  the  subject,  that  there 
should  be  no  farther  room  for  those  un- 
candid  insinuations  and  calumnious  iaypa« 
tations,  which  were  daily  thrown  out 
against  him.  He  certainly  should  not 
h<ive  thought  of  bringing  forward  a  motion 
of  that  importance,  if  he  had  not  maturely 
and  thoroughly  considered  the  subject, 
and  perfectly  made  up  his  mind  upon  it 
But  he  should  reserve  to  that  occasion  the 
full  explanation  of  his  sentiments^^- He 
concluded  by  giving  notice,  that  he  wouki 
to-morrow  move,  a  Resolution  to  the  effect 
that  he  had  stated.        •« 

Mr.  Ounven  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Speaker ; 
I  feel  myself  imperiously  called  upon  to 
defend  my  own  consistency  in  still  con- 
tinuing my  support  to  this  bill,  notwith- 
standing the  changes  it  has  undergone, 
and  its  inadequacy  to  afford  a  complete 
remedy  aga'mst  the  scandalous  traffic 
which  it  was  intended  to  prevent.  It  will 
be  in  the  recollection  of  the  house,  when 
I  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  J 
then  professed  the  measure  I  should  pro- 
pose would  be  one  framed  with  a  view  of 
meeting  what  I  conceived  would  be  agree- 
able to  the  sentiments  of  a  majority  of 
members,  rather  than  what  would  accord 
with  my  own  opinion;  as  necessary  fully 
to  restore  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
the  country.  I  then  felt  som^  meaaures 
were  indispensable,  and  I  thought  it  more 
consonant  to  political  wisdom,  and  more 
consistent  with  real  intention-  of  doing 
good,  to  attempt  the  obtaining  some  ad- 
vantage towards  so  salutary  an  object,  than 
to  contend  for  what  I  knew  to  be  imprao- 
ticable ;  and  thereby  to  leave  matters  as 
they  were.  I  was  fully  aware  of  the  mis- 
chief whicli  might  result  from  the  discus- 
sion of  such  a  question,  if  I  should  fail  of 
producin|f  some  measure  which  might 
satisfy  the  country,  and  prove  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  parliament  to  abet,  and 
support  practices,  which  threaten  the 
destruction  of  this  branch  of  the  constito* 
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tion. — Sir,  I  put  it  to  any  man  within  these 
walls,  I  appeal  to  every  man  out  of  them, 
if  after  what  has  fallen  from  the  highest 
authority  in  this  house,  after  it  has  heen 
so  solemnly  declared,  that  if  we  take  no 
steps,  it  will  be  in  vain  for  us  to  deny,  that 
henceforth  the  seats  in  this  house  may  be 
sold  with  impunity — ^will  it  be  contended, 
the  sufifering  such  an  opinion  to  be  pro- 
mulgated through  the  country,  wer«  it 
only  to  the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of 
parliament,  would  not  be  fraught  with 
great  and  imminent  mischief. — Sir,  this 
alone  would  determine  my  vote  for  the 
bill,  was  it  even  more  defective  than  it  is. 
<^— Gentlemen  contend,  nq^hing  is  gained 
by  this;  is  the  declaration  of  the  law 
nothing  ?  Is  the  putting  a  stop  to  the  open 
Sale  of  seats  nothing  ?  Greatly  do  I  lament 
Ihe  right  hon.  gent,  has  so  constructed  the 
clause  respecting  office,  as  to  make  it  liable 
to  the  imputations  raised  against  it.  I  will 
do  him  justice,  I  do  not  believe  it  proceeds 
frotnr  any  such  intention ;  nor  that  it  will 
afibrd  Che  facilities  gentlemen  attribute  to 
it ;  but  I  regret  it,  because  it  will  deprive 
the  right  hon.  gent,  of  the  merit  due  to 
him  and  this  house,  of  the  credit  that 
passing  even  such  a  bill  ought  to  acquire 
it: — Sir,  the  measure  is  fraught  with  more 
difficulty  than  gentlemen  are  aware.  I 
contended,  and  still  contend,  the  sanction 
of  an  oath  can  alone  render  this  measure 
e^ectual.  In  justice,  however,  to  the  right 
hon.  gent.,  I  must  declare,  that  until  the 
house  shall  come  to  some  decision  upon 
ihe  7th  of  William  and  Mary  on  the  Treat- 
ing act,  it  is  impossible  to  frame  any  oath 
that  might  not  entrap  the  most  conscien- 
tious man  in  this  house.  It  fell  to  my  lot 
to  sit  iSpon  a  Committee  with  the  right 
hon.  gent,  below  me  (Mr.  Windham)  when 
the  provisions  of  this' act  were  discussed, 
and  after  great  diversity  of  opinion,  we 
decided  treating,  or  giving  any  thing  for 
the  maintenaDce  and  support  of  voters, 
bribery ;  on  the  same  day  another  Com- 
mittee came  to  a  different  resolution.-i^It 
is  hifi;h  time  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
this  house,  for  maintaining  the  respect  due 
to  Mr.  Grenville's  tribunal,  jthat  parlia- 
ment should  come  to  some  decision;  and 
when  this  is  done,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
an  oath  may  be  introduced  to  render  this 
measure  efficient. — ^Will  it  be  contended  a 
declaratibn  of  law  is  of  no  value,  when 
we  have  here  a  law  as  express  ds  any  law 
can  bS,  but  which  the  practice  and  deci- 
«ion  of  Committees  has  rendered  doubtful. 


The  practice  of  selling  <eats  has  become    upon  the  people^  that  they,  no  more  than 


so  common,  that  whatever  may  be  the  law, 
it  has  become  a  dead  letter.  If,  in  voting^ 
for  this  bill,  I  considered  myself  precluded 
from  proceeding  farther  to  make  it  com- 
plete, I  should  indeed  be  doing  an  injury 
to  the  country.  I  view  it,  Sir,^  as  giving  a 
greater  facility  in  attaining  the  objects  I 
want.  I  consider,  as  it  has  always  been 
considered,  that  the  first  step  towards  re* 
formation  has  always  been  found  the  most 
difficult;  and  heartily  shall  I  rejoice,  if  the 
house  shall  resolve  upon  taking  this  first 
step.  Will  any  man  who  views  this,  di- 
vested of  prejudice,  contend,  that  with 
that  preamble  upon  your  statute  book — 
with  the  recorded  opinion  of  the  legisla- 
ture upon  the  subject  of  corrupt  sale  of 
seats — ^with  an  enactment  decisive  against 
the  practice  of  it  as  far  as  money  is  con- 
cerned; that  it  will  be  possible  to  con- 
tinue the  nefarious  system,  by  bartering 
seats  for  office  ^  Sir^i  I  will  take  upon  my« 
self  to  say  it  will  be  impossible,  such  prac« 
tices  must  be  so  open  to  detection, 4hat  no 
one  will  be  found  fool -hardy  enough  to  at- 
tempt it. — The  hon.  baronet's  (sir  F.  Burr 
dett)  opposition  to  the  measure  has  been 
consistent.  The  alterations  made  in  the 
bill  can  be  of  no  consequence  in  his  view 
of  it ;  for  had  it  passed  as  it  was  brought 
in,  it  would  equally  have  had  his  hostility. 
I  rejoice  he  has  given  notice  of  his  plan  of 
reform ;  the  house  will  now  be  able  to 
judge  how  far  bis  ideas  are  practicable. 
I  know.  Sir,  there  are  many  loud  in  their 
calls  for  Reform,  that  dread  nothing  so 
much  as  this  house  making  a  temp^nte 
commencement  towards  it;  who  view 
such  a  step  as  putting  an  end  to  all  the 
visionary  plans  which  are  afloat.  Reform 
is  a  word  in  which  there  is  much  magic^ 
everyone  applies  it  as  a  remedy  to  all  th^ 
evils  he  sees  in  the  government  and  con- 
stitution.— Bir,  it  is  surprising,  amongst 
the  late  Addresses  and  Resolutions  for  Re- 
form, to  observe  those  of  a  place  of  some 
note  inveighing  against  the  corruptions  of 
this  house,  when  it  is  a  fact  notoriously 
known,  that  for  thirty  years  past,  the 
worthy  Electors  of  that  place  have  had  a 
fixed  and  settled  price  set  upon  their  votes* 
What  do  these  gentlemen  mean  ?  what  is 
it  they  demand  ?  Is  it  the  liberty  of  put- 
ting themselves  up  to  public  sale  ?  mr,  I 
am  not  a  friend  to  any  plan  that  shall  go 
to  make  such  a  change  as  might  endanger 
the  constitution. — The  first  Reform  I  wish 
to  see,  is  the  introducing  purity  amongst 
ourselves,  in  order  that  we  may  impress 
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^  shall  ht  at  liberty  with  impvuilty  i» 
abiise  the  elective  franchiae'.     When  this 
sImU  be  completed,  then  I  shouM  choice 
ta  see  tbe  elective  franchise   extended; 
Pass  this  law.  Sir,  and  you  will  lay  the 
fsuoda^B  for  salutary  reguktioos^  wbich 
niu«t  eiect  a  refornuitioci,  both  im  and  otit 
oS  these  walk— If  tbs  bill  passes,  I  sbftll 
fetl  pkdffed;  if  ny  heahh  permits  me,  to 
pvocced,  and  to  endeiY0«r  to  accomplisb 
t^  object  I  had  ia  view ;  if  it  £m1s,  I  leave 
ii  to  others  more    able. — Reliietantliy   I 
uiMJerteok  tbis  business,  and  I  am  ready  to. 
Qwrv  I  did  not  A^ly  compreheod  ^e  dfi&- 
culties  1  had  to  encoonter.    Indeed,  Sir,,  it 
wa^aolkny  iatettti^rvto  have  done  more 
Ckan  prop!»wd  my  pka  to  a  Committee, 
and  kft  it  to.  them  to  have  carried  it  into 
efiect — The  hon.  baronet  (sir  F.  Burdett) 
•ays,  that  this  bill  will  operate  as  an  ii> 
defltnay  fi)r  the  past ;  where  does  he  find 
amy  thing  to  justify  such  a  declaration  ?  I 
defy  him  to  shew  any  grounds  for  it;  if  he 
can,  let  him  point  it  out,  and  I  wiU  aban- 
don the  btti. — Sir,  my  sitaatiofi  is  not  envi- 
able ;  I  find  mys^f  opposed  by  those  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  1  generally  tkiak  and 
act     Fo«  though,  Sir,  I  never  have  been 
wrhttt  ia  cMed  a  good  party  man,  yet  I 
have  my  prejudices,  and  iioai  respect  to 
the  talenAs  aad  abilities  of  the  hoou  gentle- 
men bdow  me,  on  ma»y  cases  I  should  be 
daaposed  to  adopt  their  opinioiu;  yet  oo  a 
measave  upon  which  I  have  been  co»pelied 
to  bestow  much  time  and  consideration,  I 
hftve  fofMed  an  op'mion,  and  I  think  it 
more  consistent  to  take  responsibility  upon 
my  own  opinion,  and  conviction*  than  upon 
any*  afnthority,  however  high. — Sir,  I  have 
frit  1  had  an  inperions  duty  to  perform, 
and  acting  up  to  what  I  conceive  to  be 
gwat  for  the  disnity  of  this  bouse,  which  I 
wish  to  uphok^  aiM  most  for  the  advan- 
tage e£  the  Empire  at  large,  I  am  ready 
to  encounter  any  calumny  and  odiuna  that 
nny  attach  upon  me,  having,  what  is  the 
best  consolation  under  all  ctrcumst^ces  in 
life,  the  entire  approbation  of  my  own 
ceiMcience  in  the  vote  I  shall  gi^^ 

Mr.  Wmdhmm  said,  that  he  kit  it  neces^ 
sary  for-  him  to  make  some  observations, 
aa  tfaa  bill  had  been  sn  completely  altefed 
in  the  Committee ;  tbat  there  was  danger 
lest,  in  voting  against  it  now,  after  having 
voted  against  is  befeve^  he  should  appear 
ta  be  g>Mby  o£  inconsistency.  It  appeared 
to  kim  as  rail  of  objections  in  its  altered 
state  as.  in  its  original  state ;  although  the 
objections  were  of  a  dsfierent  nature.  His 
finmr  objnctioDs  sated,  iss^oo  (he  deiinl 


of  that  assumption  which-  was  made  tbn 
,  foundation  of  the  bill ;  secondly,  that  hn 
conceived  the  reasonings-  by  which  it  waa 
supported,  to  be  false,  and  danger^His  in 
the  extreme;  and  thirdly,  that  be  con* 
ceived  that  ir  would  open^  the  door  to  no- 
ftnite  miscbiefe.     As  to*  this  implied  cor« 
ruptUMV  if  it  is  what  the  law  had  declaced 
corruption,   the  law  of  course  had  aldo 
pointed  out  how  it  was  to  be  puoisbed; 
and  if  the  utmost  attention  paid  to  the 
subject  of  these  corcuptions  coukl  prodnce 
nothing  belter  than  this  bill,  he  tbongfai 
the  old  legislators  had  done  vecy  weU  ta 
stop  where  thny  did.     He  deprecatnd  the 
bill  origiadlly,  because  he  saw  the  diffi;- 
cuity  of  stopping  ajt  the  point  t^ey  might 
w'xtih.     h  was  easy  to  remove  any  abnae^ 
if  the  removal  of  the  abuse  was  the  only 
thing  to-  be  considered,  and  if  no  cegacd 
need  be  had  of  the  means  to  be  employed* 
and  of  the  mischiefa  that  might  ensoe^  To 
take  o£r  a  wen.  or  other  excrescence*  the 
butcher  would  do  as  well  as  the  suipgeoi^ 
were  no  consideration  necessary  of  what 
might  be  the  consequence  of  cutting  it 
ofF  unski^fuUy.     The  real  qjueation  would 
be,   whether  the   patient  would  not  bn 
U(i  in  a  more  dangierous  state  than  tbat  of 
the  original  disease,  and  especially  when 
it  was  considered  that  there  were  numbeis 
who,  instead  of  healing,  would  perpetually 
apply  caustics  to  the  wound.    He  thought 
the  hon.'gent.  (Mr.  Cucwen)  was  hinasetf 
somewhat  inconsistent  in  votii^  for  a  bill 
so  opposite  in  its  natui-e  and  tendency  to 
that  wbich  he  had  of  iginally  iatrediiced. 
He  seemed  to  think  that  it  was  better  to 
get   half  his   measure  than  nope  of  it 
**  Haifa  loaf,'*  it  was  said,  "  is  better  than 
no  bread,"  but  not  so,,  half  a  reform.     It 
was  a  gross  error  to  suppose,  as  was  per- 
petually d(ne,  that  the  half  of  an  act  by 
which  a  beuefiit  migbt  be  obtained  waa 
any  thing  like  half  the  benefit     For  in- 
stance, if  the  grievance  complained  of  was 
a  beard  of  a  montb's  growth,  or  a  pair  qf 
those  absurd  whiskers  with  which  the  facet 
of  some  of  our  soldiers  were  now    dis- 
graced, and  tbe  barber  should  say  he  had 
not  soap  enough  to  hold  out  for  tbe  wbola 
face,  but  he  would  shave  half  of  it,  would 
the  person  so  shaved  be  considered  as  gel- 
ting  rid  of  half  tbe  grievance  I  and  more 
especially  if  the  barber  should  say,  as  in 
the  present  instance,  tbat  although   he 
shaved  the  hair  from  one  side  of  the  &cfs 
it   would  grow  so  much  thicker'  on  the 
other,  soi  tliat  there  would  be  preci^ly  the 
quaortily,  akhuogb  ondy  oa  one  udt 
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of  the  face  (A  general  laugh).  That  was 
really  the  case  in  the  present  instance  ; 
for,  as  the  hon.  baronet  (Sir  F.  Burdett) 
had  obserred,  the  removal  of  the  com- 
petition of  private  wealth  would  increase 
the  power  of  the  treasury.  By  the 
amended  bill,  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Curwen) 
Might  get  half  of  his  measure,  bat  no  part 
of  his  object.  For  his  part,  he  was  no 
ehemy  of  the  influence  which  the  crown 
at  present  possesses.  In  coilsidering  the 
proper  degree  of  influence  for  the  crown 
to  possess,  it  was  necessary  to  consider  the 


antagonist  influence  which  it  had  to  contend 
with.  All  manner  of  persons  were  usually 
conspiring  against  the  government,  and  it 
was  necessary  that  government  should  be 
strong  enough  to  counteract  them.  As  to 
the  influence  of  the  crown,  it  was  well 
known  that  it  succeeded  to  prerogative; 
or  if  gentlemen  wished  to  see  a  country 
where  no  influence  was  wanted,  they 
might  turn  their  eyes  to  France.  In  that 
country  that  influence  of  the  crown  was 
onnecessary.  If  any  officer  in  the  customs, 
or  any  other  department,  betrayed  the 
trust  which  was  reposed  in  him,  he  could 
be  led  out  and  executed.  In  such  a  coun- 
try there  was  no  occasion  for  the  crown 
having  influence  ;  it  was  sufficient  that  it 
had  power.  He  considered  it  most  de- 
grading and  impolitic  for  a  government  to 
comply  with  every  temporary  popular 
opinion ;  but  he  thought  it  more  degrading 
ti\\\  to  endeavour  to  delude  the  people  by 

fiving  them  what  was  worse  than  nothing, 
'he  delusion,  however,  would  not  pass. 
The  people,  he  was  persuaded,  would  find 
out  the  trick,  and  would  not  be  made  to 
take  Birmingham  counters  for  sterling  ffold. 
The  preamble,  and  the  first  clause  of  this 
bill,  appeared  to  be  merely  calculated  to 
deceive  the  pGO{jle,  and  make  them  sup- 
pose that  something  was  done,  which  was 
in-  fact  not  done.  The  people,  to  be 
sure,  collectively  considered,  seemed  to 
be  made  only  to  be  duped.  They  were 
resolved  always  to  be  duped  by  some- 
body. Tliey  were  duped  by  those  ha- 
ranguers,  who  told  them  that  eleven 
millions  and  a  half  of  the  public  expendi- 
ture might  be  saved.  They  were  now 
about  to  be  duped  by  ministers,  who  were 
ready  to  pass  a  bill,  holding  out  a  promise 
which  could  never  be  realized.  As  to  the 
parental  affection  which  the  hon.  member 
(Mr.  Curwen)  had  manifested  fbr  his  bill, 
it  was  surely  of  the  oddest  sort  possible  ; 
for  it  was  For  a  child  not  his  own.  The 
child  was  a  perfect  changeling,  with  no 
Vol.  XIV. 


resemblance  to  the  former  either  in  fea* 
turtfs  or  colour. 

Qai  color  albas  erat,  mine  e>t  contraHus  albo. 
It  must  have  been  got  by  a  negro  slave. 
The  indifference  too  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
between  this  and  the  original  bill,  was  not 
less  extraordinary.  It  was  much  the  same 
as  m  a  case  that  he  remembered  of  a  gen-^ 
tleman  who  made  proposals  in  a  fiimily 
where  there  were  several  daughters,  and 
when  the  father  inquired  wfiich  of  hh 
daughters  it  was  that  was  honoured  with 
his  choice,  replied,  "  just  which  you 
please/'  Upon  which  the  father  was  said 
to  have  replied,  very  properly,  "  since 
you  are  so  indifferent,  1  think  it  may  as 
well  be  neither."  The  case  however  was 
stronger  here,  daugl^ters  may  differ  widely ; 
but  they  cannot  properly  be  said  to  be 
contrary  or  opposite.  "  Substantia  sub* 
sLantia}  non  cOntrariatur,"  Whereas  thet^ 
bills  were  in  that  state  of  opposition  as  to 
be  mutually  destructive  of  each  other. 
But  the  hon.  mover  was  determined  ta 
have  a  bill,  and  provided  he  succeeded  in 
that  object,  it  seemed  to  be  no  part  of  his 
consideration  What  the  bill  was. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche^crMt  ex- 
treme surprise  that  the  gentlemen  who  in 
former  stages  of  this  bill  professed  them- 
selves its  supporters,  should  now  evince  a 
disapprobation  of  it  as  not  tending  to  effect 
what  they  had  first  in  view.  In  this  par-* 
ticular,  the  character  imputed  to  it  in  its 
present  state  was  an  extremely  unjust  one  j 
and  the  hon.  gent,  who  first  introduced  it, 
however  he  might  feel  disappointed  in  noi 
carrying  all  his  object  into  effect,  yet  acted 
with  perfect  consistency  in  assenting  to  it 
even  in  its  present  shape.  What  some  gen- 
tlemen had  said  as  to  its  not  being  ade- 
quate to  the  suppression  of  what  was  in- 
tended by  the  hon.  gent.,  he  did  not  really 
comprehend.  The  hon.  gent,  who  ori- 
ginated the  measure,  had  been  himself 
convinced  of  the  propriety  of  leaving  out 
the  oath,  and  therefore  he  thought  that  the 
amendments  which  he  had  proposed  to  the 
bill,  were  by  no  means  of  the  nature 
that  had  been  ascribed  to  them.  The 
only  material  amendment  in  which  the 
hon.  member  did  not  concur,  was  in  the 
insertion  of  the  word  "  exprws"  as  to  the 
agreements  respecting  offices.  He  could 
say  most  sincerely  that  he  had  no  other 
object  in  this  amendment,  than  preventing 
persons  from  innocently  incurring  severe 
penalties.  He  so  little  thought  that  his 
amendments  dc^servod  the  character  which 
had  been  given  of  them,  that  those  who 
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originally  supported  the  bill,  and  now  op- 
posed ii,  exposed  themselves  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  the  imputation  of  never  having 
been  sincere  friends  to  the  bill,  and  seizing 
hold  of  the  first  pretence  to  vote  against  it. 
The  right  hen.  gent,  who  spoke  last  bad 
said  a  great  deal,  to  shew  that  the  bill  was 
pot  calculated  to  answer  its  avowed  end. 
He  would  ask,  if  a  preamble  such  as  that 
of  the  bill  in  question,  pledging  parlia- 
pient  against  corruption,  and  all  «pecies  of 
the  corrupt  traffic,  was  nothing  ?  Was  it 
pf  no  impprtance,  that  the  bill  should  in 
its  declaratory  part  make  those  matters 
clear  respecting  the  bribery  laws,  on 
which,  among  considerable  authorities 
hitherto,  there  had  been  considerable 
Tariance  ?  As  to  the  introduction  of  th^ 
oath,  he  thought  that*the  difficulties*  the 
practical  difficulties,  resulting  from  it, 
seemed  to  be  admitted  even  by  the  right 
faon.  gent,  who  spoke  last.  He  thought, 
however,  he  had  no  good  reason  to  he 
satisfied  with  the  rather  uncandid  manner 
in  which  he  had  been  treated.  Gentlemen 
fcemed  to  have  agreed  in  the  principle  of 
this  bill,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  have 
f,  pretence  for  giving  him  a  vexatious  op- 
position in  the  committee,  to  whatever 
amendment  he  might,  as  a  member,  have 
felt  it  his  duty  to  propose.  With  regard 
to  the  hon.  mover  of  the  bill,  he  regretted 
sincerely  if  he  had  failed  in  sati^tfying  that 
gentleman  of  the  sincerity  of  his  support 
of  the  principle  of  the  bill.  He  would 
again  assure  him  of  the  sincerity  of  the 
fQOtiyes  which  had  actuated  him  through- 
out. He  respected  public  opinion,  iks 
much  as  any  gentleman,  and  endeavoured 
|o  act  in  con^pnance  to  it;  though  h^ 
believed,  had  he  gone  to  the  full  extent  in 
fupport  of  the  bill  in  its  qriginal  form,  he 
would  not  have  succeeded  in  satisfying 
popular  clamour.  Those  parts  of  the  bill, 
AA  it  ofigiually  stood,  which  appeared  to 
Kim  to  be  productive  of  great  practical 
^ifficufties,  he  had  opposed,  and  now  that 
the  house  had  agreed  with  him  in  removing 
those  objectionable  parts,  h«,  sincerely 
thought  that  the  bill  in  its  present  shape 
was  calculated  to  do  much  good,  and  that 
|t  might  now  be  safely  passed  into  a  law* 
Mr.  Tiei^ie^  agreed  with  the  Chancellor 
pf  the  Exchequer,  that  before  the  house 
would  rise  that  night,  some  one  or  other 
pf  its  members  would  be  exposed  to  impu- 
^tjons  for  insincerity  of  conduct  in  the  pro- 
giess  of  the  bill  ^hen  pending.  He  would 
|M}t  attempt  to  ^tjcjp^te  the  public  opi- 
|iiox^,  Pf  say  who  yvoqld  be  the  gbjects  of 


their  censure;  and  be  thought  that  th« 
right  hon.  gent,  would  have  done  well  if 
he  had  acted  in  the  same  way,  and  abstain- 
ed from  those  insinuations  against  the  ^- 
cerity  of  others,  when,  perhaps  his  own 
might  be  equally  questionable.  When 
bis  hon.  friend  introduced  the  present  bill, 
he  confessed  he  hailed  it  as  a  source  of  real 
good  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country  ; 
but  since  that  period,  the  bill  had  under- 
gone such  changes,  it  had  been  so  inutilat« 
ed  aifd  defaced  that  its  very  principle  was 
essentially  altered,  and  consequently  iu 
operation  and  end  must  be  widely  difierent^ 
He  denied  therefore  that  he  was  justly 
liable  to  any  charge  of  inconsistency  fot 
now  voting  against  the  bill,  for  what  he 
had  originally  supported  was  not  that  which 
he  now  opposed,  and  that  was  the  reasoii 
why  he  opposed  it.  If  his  hon.  £riend 
meant,  however,  altered  as  it  had  been,  ip 
support  the  bill,  he  trusted  he  would  do 
him  justice  as  to  the  motives,  that  in- 
fluenced him  to  oppose  it.  He  had  never 
be^i  absent  in  any  oqe  stage  of  its  pro- 
gress, and  now  that  he  saw  in  what  sl^ape 
the  bill  was  about  to  go  out  to  the  public, 
he  must  decline  having  any  part  whatever 
in  passing  upon  them  so  gross  and  misr 
chievous  a  delusion.  In  the  first  clause 
of  the  bill,  as  introduced  by  his  Hon. 
friend,  the  giver  and  taker  of  a  bribe  were 
placed  on  a  complete  equality,  as  to  the 
penalty  of  300/.  In  the  present  bill  not 
a  syllable  of  that  clause  survived  ;  and  all 
that  wa^  given  in  exchange  for  it  was — 
vvhat?  A  new  preamble,  which  was 
not  worth  sixpence,  its  spirit  being  done 
away  by  the  enactments  which  accompa* 
nied  it.  He  would  ask,  was  the  omission 
of  such  a  clause  no  material  alteration  in 
the  nature  of  the  bill  ?  But  the  truth  of 
it  was,  the  right  hon.  gent,  through  the 
whole  progress  of  the  bill  betrayed  a 
great  anxiety  to  throw  a  shield  ^und  the 
members  of  that  hou^ ;  there  was  no 
scruple  in  dealing  out  punishments  to  the 
electors,  as  the  ba$er  part,  but  there  was 
manifested  upon  all  occasions  a  wonderfiil 
jealousy  fof  protection  of  the  «4ected. 
Now,  unfortunately,  whatever  was  the 
cause,  the  public  did  not  think  precisely 
in  that  way.  Th^y  did  not  think  the 
members  of  that  house,  altogether  abpv^ 
({unii^hmcnt.  And  though  he  never  was, 
nor  would  be,  the  slave  of  popular  cla^ 
mour,  he  hoped  he  should  neyer  be  back- 
ward in  paying  due  respect  to  the  fair  and 
legitimate  expression  of  public  opinion j 
for,  after  all,  it  wfif  the  tribt^nal  \nfm 
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Which  that  house  was  ultimately  to  be 
tried  ;  and  it  must  not  be  forgot ren,  that 
ivhat  gave  rise  to  that  bill  was  a  disclosure, 
which  led  to  a  confession  u|>on  both  sides 
of  ^  that  house,  of  the  existence  of  corrupt 
practices  in  procurinii;  scats  in  that  house. 
This  was  not  a  circumstance  calculated  to 
lull  the  suspicions  of  the  public,  but  ra- 
ther to  make  them  look  to  their  proceed- 
ings on  that  bill  with  great  jealousy.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  who  had  thrown  out  such 
sly  hints  against  the  sincerity  of  9thers, 
had  brought  his  own  to  rather  a  queer 
trial  in  the  committee.  He  was  a  friend 
to  the  bill,  and  the  moment  he  got  it  into 
the  committee,  he  never  stopped  till  he 
Succeeded  in  making  it  as  unlike  the  mea- 
sure he  professed  to  befriend  as  any  raea- 
•iirc  could  possibly  be.  The  bill  went  into 
the  committee  w  ith  the  clause  of  penalty ; 
the  clause  respecting  the  oath,  and  that 
regarding  the  agreement  for  the  grant  of 
office;  and  before  it  is  allowed  to  come 
out  of  it,  the  right  hon.  gent,  had  de- 
prived it  of  altogether  \  penalty,  oath,  and 
office.  As  for  the  preamble,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fine  eulogium  the  right  hon.  gent. 
bad  passed  upon  it,  he  thought  it  amount- 
\ed  to  neither  more'  nor  less  than  nothing; 
ttie  Bribery  Act  would  hot  be  carried  into 
eflect  by  it — and  why  ?  Because  that 
might  go  to  atfect  members  as  well  as  Vo- 
ters, and  there  was  no  «aying  too  much 
about  the  tenderne^ts  the  nght  hon.  gent 
manifested  for  the  former,  thpugh,  to  be 
^ure,  it  was  a  fine  thing  to  talk  big  of 
mulcting  a  minister  in  tlie  penalty  of 
1,000/.  as  if  such  a  fine  could  be  pre- 
ventive. But  this  was  of  a  charactei"  with 
the  rest,  and  was'  only  throvving  a  Shield 
about  the  members;  and  yet  if  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  right  hon.  gent,  was  ap- 
pealed to,  it  might  be  difficult  for  him  to 
account  why  there  should  be  any  differ- 
ence between  the  elected  and  the  electors; 
wliy  the  same  oftence  in  either,  mutatis 
i/hutandi8,  should  not  be  visited  with  the 
same  kind  of  punishment?'  Why  tbey 
both  should  not  be  put  upon  the  same 
footing  >  Or  why  what  was  a  misdemeanor 
in  the  elector  should  not  also  be  a  misde- 
meanor in  the  elected  ?  Another  material 
alteration  in  the  bill  was,  that  as  it  origi- 
nally stood^  the  grant  of  office  was  made 
an  offence  like  eveiy  other  gift,  attd  he 
X;ould  not  see  why  the  gift  of  office  should 
^ot  be  considered  as  criminal  as  the  gift 
of  mbney,  where  the  intention  wa^  the 
Ifemie.  cut  thfe  Tight  hort.  gent,  insisted 
Sipvik  the  ifitrodtictioh  of  the  word  "  ex- 


press," which  did  away  the  whole  force 
and  use  of  the  clause.  When  .that  right 
lion.  gent,  acted  as  a  dew  reformer  re^ 
cently,  he  took  a  diOt-rent  course  with  re- 
spect to  his  own  measure.  [Here  Mr, 
7'ierney  read  the  passages  from  Mr.  Pei^" 
ceval'sBill  to  prevent  the  Sale  of  Offices, 
and  observed,  that  the  term  "  express 
was  not  included  in  that  bill,  nor  ought  not 
in  the  present]. — But  he  could  .not  be- 
lieve it  possible,  that  the  right  hon.  senL 
really  meant  to  prevent  the  Sale  of  Scats 
in  that  house,  as  his  conduct  in  the  treat- 
ment of  that  Bill  was  totally  irreconcilable 
with  such  an  intention ;  and  as  to  his  (Mr. 
Tierney's)  sincerity,  he  could  only  say, 
that  wishing  well  as  he  did  to  the  bill  of 
his  hon.  friend,  he  must  wish  ill  to  thb 
present  one  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman* 
He  again  adverted  to  the  preamble,  arid 
said,  there  was  nothing  in  it;  it  was  joking 
xvith  the  public  ;  It  was  laughing  in  their 
faces,  and  giving  them  more  than  prret6nci^ 
for  saying  to  that  house  what  Di:.  JohnsoA 
said  to  Macphcrson,  "  Hereafter  I  shall  be 
move  inclined  to  beneve  what  you  shall 
prove  than  what  you  shall  say.'' — They 
indeed,  said  a  great  deal  in  all  conscience, 
and  it  was  now  time  for  them  to  do  some- 
thing. The  public  had  observed  the 
course  they  had  taken  during  the  stession, 
and  would  not  be  inattentive  to  the  Plan- 
ner in  which  they  would  close  their  career. 
As  to  the  right  hon.  gent's  opposition,  he 
believed  it  to  be  a  government  measure, 
and  meant  nothing  personal  towards  that 
right  hon.  gent.  Though  his  hon.  friend 
was  deserving  of  great  praise,  for  havh^ 
introduced  the  bill,  yet,  after  tVe  altera* 
tions  h  had  undergone,  it  would  do  hini 
now  but  little  credit ;  and  he  would  ad- 
vise him  to  take  care  tbat  it  should  go  oiit 
to  the  world  not  as  his,  but  as  the  measure 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  For  tlii^ 
reasons  he  had  stated,  he  must  oppose  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Wilherforce  said  a  few  wortJs  agairtst 
the  bill.  He  thought  that  if  the  bill  was 
suffered  to  pass,  it  would  stand  in  the  way 
of  something  better,  and  that  ou  the  other 
hand,  if  ft  was  thrown  out,  something 
more  effectual  would  be  substituted  in  its 
plac^.  Besides,  if  it  did  pass,  there  ^er^ 
gome  who  might  think  that  enough  wouli" 
then  have  been  done. 

The  gallery  was  theh  clearecl  foi*  a  di-  - 
vision;  when  we  understand',  three  div^ 
sions  too^  place.     The  *6rst  oH  the  ili'Ati 
re^  " 
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IIQIO 


Ayes 98 

Noes .----     83 

Majority  for  the  third  reading    — 1 5 
The  second  that  the  Bill  do  pass — 
Ayes  ---vw-------.    07 

isJoes  --- 85 

Majority  ---- — 12 

The  following  Amendment  was  pro- 
posed by  lord  Folkestone,  »8  the  propeV 
preamble  to  Mr.  Curwen's  Bill : — "  A  Bill 
tor  more  efleclually  preventing  the  Sale  of 
Seats  in  Parliament,  for  Money;  and  for 
promoting  a  Monopoly  thereof  to  the 
Treasury  by  the  means  of  Patronage." 
For  the  original  'iitle  -  -  -  -  133 
For  lord  Folkestone's  Amend- 


ment 


Majority 


2S 


105 


LUtqf 

Abercromby,  Jas. 
Barhnon,  J.  F. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Browne,  Aiitiiony 
]Surdctt,  lir  F. 
Colbome,!)^.  W.  U. 
Combe,  H.C. 
Creerey,  Tho. 
Cuthbefi,J.  H. 
Fergusijn,  li.  C. 
Folkestone,  lord 
Hall,  sir  J. 
Horner,  Francis 
Hughes,  W.  I, 
Hutchinson^  C.  H. 


ths  Minoriiy, 
Ldtoucbe,  J. 
ZJoyd,  sir  E.  P. 
Lyuletnn,  hon.  W.  U. 
Aladocks,  W.  A. 
Martin,  H. 
MaxiverUW. 
Milner,  sir  W. 
Milton,  lord 
Piirnell.  H. 
Smith,  W. 
Tavistock,  cnarq.  of 
TayJor,  W. 
Tracy,  H. 
NVurrile,  G.  L. 
Western,  C.  C. 


KOUSB  OF   LOEDS. 

Tl^sday,  June  13. 

[Sale  of  Offices  Prevention  Bill.] 
On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  this  bill. 

Earl  GrosvcnoT  complained,  that  the  table 
was  loaded  at  the  end  of  the  session  with 
a  great  number  of  bills,  each  of  which  was 
of  infinite  importance,  but  so  crowded 
together,  that  it  was  quite  imposj^ible  for 
any  noble  lord,  if  he  possessed  ten  times 
the  faculties  belonging  to  our  nature,  to 
attend  with  care  to  them.  Last  nictit  a 
bill  of  the  highest  importance  passed  sub 
sUcntio,  though  it  contained  clauses  most 
obnoxious  to  the  country,  respecting  which 
It  legislated ;  he  meant  the  bill  for  drain- 
ing the  Bogs  of  Ireland;  a  bill  which  was 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  plan  for  en- 
riching private  individuals  at  the  expence 
of  the  public  at  large.  He  considered  the 
measure  to  be  the  beginning  of  a  siriiilar 
project  intended  for  this  country.  But  he 
then  gave  notice,  that  if  the  like  should  be 


attempted,  he  would  give  it  every  opposi- 
tion in  his  power.  With  respect  to  the 
bill  immediately  under  discussion,  he 
thought  it  highly  improper  that  the  sale 
of  the  places  of  the  Band  of  Gentlemen 
Pensioners,  and  that  of  Commissions  in 
the  Army,  should  be  continued.  Hb  lord- 
ship also  adverted  to  the  same  principle 
being  recognized  respecting  the  sale  and 
purchase  ot  Offices  in  the  Law,  which  he 
considered  as  poisoning  thesource  of  justice. 

The  Lord  C/umcellor  accounted  for  the 
crowded  table,  and  the  number  of  bilh 
upon  it  at  the  close  of  the  session,  by  the 
number  that  the  commons  had  passed  at 
that  period.  But  his  lordship  observed^ 
that  in  all  times  it  had  been  the  same  case 
according  to  the  number  and  proportion 
of  bills  before  them.  As  to  the  transfer 
and  disposal  ol  Law  Offices,  he  believed 
there  was  not  on  record  an  instance  where 
the  patronage  bestowed  on  the  Keeper  of 
the  Great  Seal  had  been  abused,  from  the 
Revolution  to  the  present  hour,  although 
that  patronage  was  a  main  link  in  the  chain 
that  fitted  each  noble  person  who  preceded 
him  in  office  during  that  period,  to  have 
the  personal  means  of  holding  rank  con- 
sistently and  suitably  with  others  of  their 
lordships.  As  to  the  sale  of  Commissioiu 
in  the  army,  he  was  of  opinion,  thai  in- 
stead of  injuring,  it  benefited  the  army  by 
preventing  the  admission  of  improper  per- 
sons to  hold  rank  therein. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslya  defended  both  the 
principle  and  the  detail  of  the  bill,  and 
supported  it  strenuously. 

Lord  Rcdtsdale  perfectly  coincided  in 
the  sentiments  of  his  noble  and  learned 
friend,  and  contended  that  the  Sale  of 
Commissions  under  proper  regulations,  was 
rather  beneficial  to  the  army  than  preju- 
dicial. It  prevented  adventurers  from  en- 
grossing Commissions,  and  ensured  to  the 
army  men  of  rank,  respectability  and  con- 
sideration. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 


BOUffi    OF    COMMONS. 

Tuciday,  June  13* 

[Scotch  Juoicature  Bill.]  Lord  Bin- 
ning brought  up  the  report  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Scotch  Judicature  bilL 

Mr.  Homer  spoke  ^t  considerable  length 
upon  a  great  and  oppressive  defect  «xi«t* 
ing  in  tlie  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  court 
of  session  in  Scotland,  and  for  which  thU 
bill  afforded  po  remedy ;  notwitb^Undiof 
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that  the  subject  had  occupied  so  much  of 
tthe  deliberation  of  the  house  of  loitls^  both 
in  a  former  and  thQ  present  session.  This 
defect  was  the  necessity  under  which 
suitors  were  placed^  when  answering  the 
allegations  of  their  opponents,  of  first  tak- 
ing oiit  copies  of  all  the  elaborate  plead- 
ings required  to  be  entered  by  the  other 
side,  as  records  of  the  court,  before  they 
could  proceed  to  any  replication  by  plea 
or  evidenpe.  These  pleadings,  in  some 
instances  that  came  within  his  own  know- 
ledge, amounted  to  a  volume  of  1500 
pages,  the  copy  of  each  of  which  required 
the  signature  of  an  officer  of  the  court, 
who  must  receive  a  fee  upon  each :  and 
he  had  known  instances  where  though  the 
sum  in  litigation  did  not  exceed  200/.  or 
300/.  the  lets  of  court  alone  amounted  to 
500/.  or  700/.  and  one  in  such  case  to  1500/. 
Such  an  arrangement  had  long  prevailed 
in  the  practice  ol  the  Scotch  courts,  foi; 
BO  other  reason  tiiat  he  could  see,  than  to 
create  a  revenue  for  the .  Scotch  law  of- 
ficers ;  but  ii  was  a  bar  in  the  pursuit  of 
justice  wholly  insurmountable  to  all  suitors 
in  ordinary  iircumstances;  and  even  where 
^  suiu  r  was  sucresi»ful,  and  his  antagonist 
chose  to  appeal  to  the  house  of  lords,  the 
parties  could  not  proceed  thither  wiihout 
taking  out  complete  copies  of  the  proceed- 
ings in.  the  courts  below,  although  not  of 
the  least  use  to  them,  nor  competent  to 
furnish  any  new  light  to  his  advocates 
before  the  higher  tribunal.  The  hon.  and 
learned  member  forcibly  ur^ed  the  neces- 
sity of  easing  the  people  of  Scotland  from 
that  intolerable  tax  on  the  legal  justice  of 
their  coui^try,  on  the  necessity  of  assimi- 
lating the  proceedings  there  to  those  in 
England,  and  of  extending  thither  the  ad- 
yantage  of  trial  by  jury  in  civil  cases;  and 
he  thought  this  bill  ought  not  to  pa.s8  the 
house  without  such  an  amelioration  of  the 
judicature  it  purported  to  amend. 

Mn  R,  Ikmdas  said,  that  a  measure 
auch  as  that  recommended  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  could  not  be  adopted^ 
without  a  most  importcmt  alteration  in  the 
legal  practice  of  Scotland  for  300  yeai-s, 
^d  therefore  the  house  ought  not  precipi- 
tately to  adopt  any  such  proceedings,  but 
"wait  deliberately,  to  bear  the  final. opi- 
nions of  the  commiMioners  appointed  to 
discuss  the  subject,  and  to  examine  it  in 
all  its  bearings ;  and  he  knew  that  there 
were  many  of  the  highest  legal  authorities 
in  Scotland,  who  di&red  in  opiaion  on  the 

flObJQCt. 

JHr.  Abfrcr&nbic  admiMed  thftk  the  house 


should  do  nothing  precipitately  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  he  was  at  a  loss  where  to  cast 
the  blame,  for  the  delay  which  bad  taken 
place  in  not  bringing  forward  the  final  re- 
poTi  of  those  cQinmissioners  to  examine 
this  subject ;  for  whose  appointment  a  bill 
passed  laie  in  the  last  session,  although 
the  commission  was  not  signed  by  his  ma- 
jesty until  last  January.  He  understood 
that  a  majority  of  three  commissioners  were 
iii  favour  of  the  alteration  suggested  by 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend;  and  that 
the  only  point  on  which  they  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  make  up  their  minds, 
was  how  the  officers  were  to  be  i;om pen- 
sated  for  the  loss  of  fees  that  must  accrue 
from  the  alteration.  They  had,  indeed* 
suggested  the  transferruig  those  fees  to 
another  quarter,  but  one  equally  objection- 
able with  that  on  which  they  were  now 
imposed.  ' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  supported 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Dundas  as  to  the  deb- 
berate  caution  with  which  ^ny  alteration 
should  be  attempted  in  legal  proceedings 
so  long  established.  He  admitted  that  il 
was  desirable  to  extend  to  Scotland  the 
trial  by  jury,  but  this  only  provided  it  was 
agreeable  to  those  roost  coDcemed,  and 
who  best  understood  the  usage  and  feeling 
of  the  country. 

The  Bill  was  then  passed. 

[FoBEioN  Property  in  the  Funds.} 
Mr.  Howorik — 8ir,  Ibe  subject  to  which  I 
am  requesting  your  attention  was  under 
discussion  in  the  session  of  1 806.  i  must 
observe  however,  that,  although  it  has 
been  discussed,  parliament  has  not  been 
called  upon  to  pronounce  a  direct  opinion 
upon  it.  The  motion  then  made  for  that 
purpose,  was  set  aside  on  a  point  of 
form  :  my  object  is,  to  revive  the  question 
concerning  the  exemption  granted  to  fo- 
reigners, holding  stock  in  our  funds,  and 
not  resident  in  the  king's  dom'mions,  and 
to  place  the  property  of  such  fureigners, 
upon  the  same  footing  with  that  of  bis  ma- 
jesty's subjects.  By  an  act  passed  in  the 
46  Geo.  III.  duties  of  ten  per  cent,  were 
granted  upon  the  dividends  payable  out 
of  the  public  funds.  In  that  act  a  cikuse 
was  inserted,  to  exempt  the  property  of 
foreigners  residing  abroad,  4*rom  these  du« 
ties ;  by  the  returns  tirom  the  tax  oifiee  it 
appears,  that  the  average  of  the  annual 
amount  of  this  exemption,  is  about  65,000i/. 
exclusive  of  Ibretgn  property  in  bank 
stock,  of  which  no  returns  are  made.  It 
viU  not  be  argued  that  a  saving  of  60t  or 
lOfiOOl,  a  year>  ta  a  couAtry  already  in 
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debt  upwards  of  600  millions,  and  in  the  en- 
ormous annual  expenditure  of  80  millions,  is 
immaterial.  It  is  only  in  comparison  with 
our  debts  and  our  expences,  that  this,  or 
any  other  saving,  can  be  called  inconside- 
rable ;  even  they  who  live  on  the  public 
income  have  an  interest  in  improving  it, 
much  more  so  have  they,  who  are  forced 
to  pay  it,  who  are  harassed  by  the  exac- 
tion, and  crushed  by  the  amount,  of  the 
taxes.  The  first  question  which  presents 
itself  is  the  policy  of  gran  ting  this  exemp- 
tion ;  that  iSj  whether  the  loss  the  revenue- 
suffers,  and  the  abuse  and  inconvenience 
which  attends  it,  is  compensated  for  by 
the  inducement'  it  oilers  to  foreigners,  to 
inyast  their  property  in  our  funds.  In 
order  to  weigh  this  correctly,  we  must  ad- 
vert to  the  state  of  our  funds :  we  shall 
there  find,  that  the  interruption  of  foreign 
commerce,  and  other  circumstances  con- 
kiected  with  it,  have  diverted  a  great  part 
of  the  commercial  capital  of  this  country 
from  its  usual  channel,  and  that  an  influx 
of  idle  money  is  forced  into  the  stocks, 
for  want  of  better  employment.  This, 
Sir,  with  the  constant  demand  created  by 
the  sinking  fund,  has  produced  such  a  rise 
in  our  stock  market,  that  brokers  find  a 
difiicuhy  in  executing  orders  to  any  large 
^moujii,  so  much  greater  is  the  proportion 
of  buyers,  to  that  of  sellers.  In  illustra- 
tion of  this  I  would  bring  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  house,  the  terms  on  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequer  -negociated 
the  last  loan,  at  £^  \2s.  lOd,  per  cent., 
a  rate  of  interest,  as  he  justly  expressed 
it,  at  which  money  has  rarely  been  bor- 
rowed by  the  public.  Why  then  it  ap- 
pears that  we  derive  no  advantage  from 
inviting  foreigners  to  invest  in  our  funds: 
but  if  we  did,  is  there  any  probability  of 
our  losing  it?  Is  any  hon.  member  pre- 
pared to  state  where  foreigners  can  deposit 
their  property  with  equal  convenience, 
with  equal  advantage,  or  with  any  thing 
like  equal  security  ?  In  fact,  we  are  paying 
a  high  rate  of  interest  to  foreigners,  for 
money  which  we  can  make  no  use  of, 
with  this  additional  injury,  of  paying  that 
interest,  not  in  exports,  which  might  be- 
nefit our  manufsicturers,  but  in  bullion, 
draining  the  country  annually  of  nearly  a 
million  sterling  in  gold  and  silrer.  The 
exportation  of  bullion  is  a  growins^  evil, 
and  arrived  at  a  height  which  calls  tor  the 
serious  attention  of  government.  The 
next  object  for  consideration,  is,  the  abuse 
which  attends  this  clause  of  exediption ;  it 
is  tTue  the  act  has  provided  an  oath,  and  a 


penalty,  to  guard  it  from  fraud,  but  the 
temptation  which  the  facility  of  evasion  af- 
fords, and  the  difficulty,  I  may  almost  say  the 
impossibility,  of  detection,  rendei's  it  high- 
ly probable,  that  under  the  pretended 
name  of  foreign  stockholders,  considerable 
defalcations  of  revenue  take  place.  I  would 
ask  for  whom  are  we  making  these  sacri- 
fices !  For  men  who  spend  tlieir  property 
in  other  countries.  It  is  curious  to  remark, 
if  an  alien  besides  in  England  you  tax  him, 
but,  if  abroad,  you  grant  him  an  exemp- 
tion. By  this  clause,  you  are  taxing  your 
friends  to  support  your  enemies,  you  tax 
vour  own  subjects  to  throw  it  away  upon 
foreigners,  you  harass  the  already  over- 
burihened  people  of  this  country  with 
an  additional  taxation  of  nearly  70,000^ 
annually,  to  make  up  the  deficiency 
occasioned  by  this  clause  of  exemption, 
which,  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  a  supply  to  the 
enemy ;  you  help  to  fill  a  spunge  tvhich 
Buonaparte  squeezes  at  his  pleasure. 
What  is  the  return  you  meet  with  for  this 
indulgence?  implacable  confiscation  of 
British  property  in  every  part  of  the 
globe.  But,  Sir,  it  has  been  argUed,  that 
the  property  of  Foreigners  in  our  fundi 
ou;^ht  not  to  be  taxed,  because  the  pro* 
prietors  are  not  represented  in  parliament. 
Thc^  stockholders  of  this  country  have 
one  common  interest  in  the  funds,  and 
perhaps  no  property  in  this  country  is  more 
fully  represented  :  the  Alien  stockholder 
is  in  the  proportion  of  about  one  to  thirty. 
Can  there  be  a  doubt  then  that  the  property 
of  Aliens  in  our  funds,  is  virtually  as  effi- 
ciently tepresented,  as  if  they  were  resi- 
dent in  this  country  ?  What  is  the  situation 
in  which  aforeign  stockholder  stands  i  By 
becoming  a  purchaser  in  our  funds,  he 
places  himself  in  the  situation  of  the  original 
subscriber,  subject  to  the  same  conditions, 
liable  to  the  same  contingencies,  standing 
precisely  in  the  shoes  of  the  party  from 
whom  he  purchased.  The  incidental  cir- 
cumstance of  an  Alien's  purchasing  English 
stock,  neither  can,  nor  ought  to  change  the 
condition  of  the  stock;  for,  carry  this 
to  its  full  extent.  Suppose  the  whole  na- 
tional debt  was  held  by  Foreigners,  it 
would,  under  this  clause  of  exemption,  un* 
dermine  the  whole  contribution  raised  by 
this  tax  ;  that  is,  you  must  then  pay  th4 
subjects  of  Buonaparte  eleven  or  twelve 
millions  a  yaar,  to  hfelp  him  to  carry  od 
a  war,  by  which  he  hopes  not  merely  til 
conquer,  but  to  annihilate  this  kingdoim 
With  regard  to  justice  and  good  fAKh  i^ 
may  be  toMated  oih  ti»t  the  princif  l«  ^ 
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exemption  having^  been  in  fact  admitted 
by  parliament,  has  produced  a  confidence, 
'which  ought  not  to  be  disappointed.  Sir, 
i  would  not  betray  any  confidence,  I 
would  not  break  any  faith,  i  would  not 
lake  them  by  surprize,  for,  considering 
the  Alien  stockholder  as  a  mert  money 
lender  to  suit  his  own  convenience,  I  would 
give  him  timely  notice  of  the  terms  ou 
which  1  would  receive  his  money,  leaving 
it  to  his  oplion  afterwards  tp  consult  his 
own  convenience.  With  this  prospective 
▼iew  I  move,  "  That  this  house  should 
early  in  the  next  session  of  parliament 
take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of 
discontinuing  from,  and  after  the  dth  day 
of  April  next  1810,  so  ipuch  of  the 
clause  of  46  Geo.  III.  as  provides  an  ex- 
emption for  the  duties  on  the  annuities, 
dividends,  aqd  shares,  &c.  &c.** 

Mr.  A.  Baring  contended,  that  the 
laving  of  the  comparatively  trifling  sum 
of  60,000/.  a  year  should  not  be  put  in 
ipompetition  w  ith  the  character  whicli  this 
country  had  always  maintained  for  honour 
%nd  good  faith,  and  which  enabled  it  to 
draw  its  resources  even  from  those  nations 
with  which  it  might  be  at  war. 

Sir  T.  Twrton  maintained  that  the  taxing 
of  the  funded  property  of  foreigners,  was 

Perfectly  consistent  with,  justice  and^po- 
cy.  The  only  point  upon  which  there 
could  be  a  doubt  was,  whether  the  funds 
ought  to  have  been  taxed  at  all  ;  but  this 
having  been  determined  in  the  affirmative, 
there  was  no  reason  why  foreigners  should 
x^ot  be  placed  on  a  footing  with  the  subjects 
of  this  country. 

Mr.  Fulkr  thought,  that  as  the  property 
of  these  foreigners  was  protected,  as  well 
9^^  our  own,  at  an  immense  expence  of 
blood  and  treasure,  it  was  but  fair  that 
they  should  bear  a  share  of  the  bucden. 
There  were  a  number  of  foreigners  who 
got  their  jiving  in  this  country  ;  and  some 
who  were  CTen  said  to  make  their  6,000/. 
^  year  by  warbling  and  pleasing  people's 
<?!ar? :  it>  God's  name  let  them  have  it, 
^  if  people  chose  to  give  it  them  ;  but 
^hen  we  were  compared  to  a  ship  in  dis- 
tress, and  no^  Imowing  where  to  look 
for  new  taxes,  h^  thopght  we  should  make 
them  pay  something  ^x  the  protection  of 
their  property.. 

'  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  considered  that 
imposing  this  tax  would  be  a  breach  of 
public  faith,  and  that  even  taxing  those 
^ho  should  hereafter  purchase  in  our 
fund^  would  be  impolitic  and  unwise* 
lie  fiould  only  con.sider  foreigpgrs  a$ 
Ijable  to  personal  taxation. 


The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  felthim-* 
self  bound  to  oppose  the  motion.  Such  % 
Resolution  as  was  now  moved,  to  undertake 
a  future  consideration  of  the  subject, 
would  not  be  binding  on  the  house,  or  m 
sulBcient  warning  to  the  stockholder,  and 
therefore  he  could  see  no  necessity  for 
now  entertaining  it.  Whenever  this  ques- 
tion came  to  be  discussed,  it  would  not  be- 
on  the  point  of  con  veniency  to  the  revenue, 
but  of  justice.  When  the  subject  was 
formerly  agitated,  the  difficulty  that  oc- 
curred to  him  was,  what  di^^tinction  ought 
to  be  drawn  between  the  British  subject 
and  (he  foreigner,  and  he  could  not  see 
why  the  latter  ought  to  be  exempted 
from  bearing  a  part  of  the  public  burden 
with  the  former.  The  pledge  of  parlia- 
ment had  been  misunderstood.  It  was 
that  the  funded  property,  which  was  most 
easily  come  at,  should  not  be  made  the 
prominent  object  of  taxation,  and  not  but 
when  it  was  taxed  in  general  with  every 
other  species  of  property  in  the  coantry, 
he  could  see  no  ground  for  imposing  it 
altogether  on  British  subjects.  He  would 
not  however  enter  ii^to  the  discussion  of 
the  subject  now.  At  this  late  period  of 
the  session,  when  it  was  said  the  house 
ought  not  to  be  called  on  for  a  decision,  he 
thought  it  equally  inconsistent  to  call  on 
them  for  a  pledge,  which  was  to  bind 
them  next  session.  It  was  therefore  the 
impropriety  of  the  time,  which  called  on  . 
him  to  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  TieiTiey  said  this  question  had  frc* 
quently  been  agitated,  and  always  de- 
cided in  favour  of  the  foreigner.  The  fo- 
reigner would  think,  if  we  made  him  pay. 
the  income  tax  now,  we  only  spared  hiir^ 
formerly,  because,  when  property  w^$ 
only  taxed  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent, 
it  was  not  worth  while  to  make  him  liable 
to  its  operation.  But  now  that  it  amount* 
ed  to  ten  per  cent,  it  appeared  to  us  an 
object  of  impK>rtance,  and-  that  circum* 
stance  annihilated  our  pity.  He  thought 
such  a  change  in  our  conduct  would  ope- 
rate to  our  disadvantage,  as  a  similar  step 
did  formerly  against  France.  He  did 
not  think  the  foreigner  who  had  placed 
his  fortune  in  our  funds,  relying  on  the 
good  faith  of  the  country,  ought  to  be 
forced  to  pay  the  income  tax,  or  sell  out 
at  a  great  loss ;  but  be  had  no  objection 
to  the  duty  being  imposed  on  all  fiitune 
pqrc  bases.' 

Mr.  Dent  thought  foreigners,  in  dep^ 
siting  their  money  in  our  funds,  consulted 
their  own  interest  only>  and  tbereibr^  ought 
to  be  liable  to  the  income  tax. 
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tide. 

Mr.  HcMoorth  in  reply  said  :  The  bon. 
member  on  the  tame  hench  (Mr.  Baring) 
having  admitted  (and  few  are  more  con- 
versant in  business  of  tbis/nature),  that  it 
is  not  to  our  adrantage  to  grant  tbese  ex- 
emptions, and  baring  expressed  bis  belief, 
that  should  tbev  be  removed,  it  would  not 
occasion  any  change  of  stockholders,  has 
granted  the  impropriety  of  continuing 
Ihem  on  the  score  of  policy  ;  but  ^e  hon. 
member's  opposition  to  tbe  present  mo- 
tion; and  indeed  the  whole  objections  made 
by  those  members  who  have  spoken  on  the 
jRibject,  are  grounded  on  the  supposed 
injustice,  and  breach  of  faith  to  foreign^ 
•rs,  in  now  withdrawing  these  exemptions. 
I  had  hoped  that  I  had  met  objections  of 
this  nature  in  the  terras  of  the  motion,  and  ^  be  laid 
that  by  giving  timely  notice  of  our  inten- 
tions, we  could  not  fairly  be  charged  with 
mjostice  or  illiberality.  In  truth  we  have 
never  been  bound  to  foreigners,  any  more 
than  to  British  subjects,  and  if  upon  a  plea 
of  necessity,  yon  have  broke  through  the 
acts  and  provisions  made  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  if  yon  have  violated  all  the 
acts  from  that  time  to  the  present  day, 
which  have  unilbrmly  provided  for  the 
payment  of  the  dividends  at  the  bank  of 
England,  without  any  deduction  whatever, 
1  would  ask  upon  what  principle  of  justice 
it  is,  that  foreigners  should  be  exempted 
from  Ihe  effect  of  a  financial  resource, 
raised  for  tbe  support  of  government,  and 
the  protection  of  that  property  in  which 
they  have  voluntarily^  and  for  their  own 
convenience,  become  proprietors;  their 
property  is  protected,  and  they  are  bound 
in  justice  to  contribute  their  share  of  the 
•xpence  of  that  protection.  The  right 
bon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
teems  indisposed  to  commit  himself  to 
any  pledge  on  the  subject,  at  this  late 
period  of  the  setston,  and  as  the  subject  is 
important,  1  am  not  desirous  of  pressing  it 
to  a  decision  now.  1  shall  therefore  beg 
leave  to  withdraw  the  present  motion,  in- 
tending again  to  bring  it  forward  at  an 
early  period  of  the  ensuing  session. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 

[Ameiuca.]  Lord  if.  Petty  rose,  pur- 
giMnt  to  notice,  to  move  for  certain  Papers 
rtlating  to  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake, 
in  addition  to  those  already  on  tbe  uble. 
Tlie  Instructions  given  to  Mr.  Erskine  on 
that  subject  he  thought  ought  to  be  pro- 
ducedy  as  well  as  the  communication  he 
ttott  nacetsarily  have  made  to  govern- 


[1014 


ment>  explaining  the  motivte  for  hit  re^ 
cent  conduct;  for  without  them,  no  judg- 
ment could  be  formed  of  the  degree  in 
which  he  had  violated  bis  Instructions,  or, 
indeed,  of  the  general  conduct  of  the  Ame- 
rican  government.  If  tbe  right  hon.  se- 
cretary, from  information  w;bich  he  might 
possess,  should  state  to  the  bouse,  that  tbe 
instructions  given  to  that  gentleman  could 
not  be  made  public  without  detriment  to 
the  public  service,  l^e  would  not  press  his 
motion  for  the  present ;  but  the  commoni* 
cation  from  Mr.  Erskine,  in  which  he  as- 
signed his  motives  for  making  those  ar- 
rangements with  America,  which  had  ex- 
cited so  much  attention,  he  thought  of 
such  importancey  that  it  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately laid  on  their  table*  The  noble 
lord  concluded  by  moving,  "  That  there 
before  the  bouse  a  copy  of  tbe 
Instructions  given  to  Mr.  Erskine  on  the 
subject  of  tbe  Attack  on  tbe  Chesapeake, 
as  also  any  communication  that  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  might  be  possessed  of 
from  Mr.  Erskine,  explaining  his  motives 
for  making  the  late  arrangements  with 
America." 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  thought  the  rea- 
sons he  should  give  for  not  concurring 
with  the  motion  would  be  satisfactory  to 
the  noble  lord;  it  bad  been  rumoured 
abroad  that  Mr.  Erskine  had  not  departed 
from  his  instructions :  he  thought  it  was 
proper  to  prove  to  this  country,  to  Ame- 
rica and  to  the  world,  that  such  a  report 
was  not  founded  in  fact.  Tbe  fact  whe- 
ther the  arrangements  he  had  made,  were 
or  were  not  in  conformity  to  the  Instmc- 
tiont  be  had  received,  was  the  point  in 
question^  The  papers  already  produced 
were,  he  ttmught,  sufficient  to  substantiate 
the  fact  of  Mr.  Erskine's  having  cone  be- 
yond his  Instructions.  He  had,  indeed,  the 
admission  of  the  noble  lord,  that  tbe  ar- 
rangement was  concluded  without  due  au- 
thority, lliis  was  the  main  point  which  go- 
vernment, in  justification  of  the  mcasnres 
they  were  under  the  necessity  of  adopting, 
were  anxious  to  establii^b.  All  farther  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  at  this  moment,  would 
not  only  be  attended  with  io conveniences, 
too  obvious  to  put  bim  under  the  necessity 
of  repeating  them,  but  might  poasibly  en* 
danger  the  success  of  ulterior  arrange- 
ments*  The  point  necessary  to  establish 
was,  that  tbe  Instructions  were  not  fol* 
towed,  and  of  that  tbe  noble  lord  seemed 
convinced.  With  respect  to  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Erskine,  nothing  was  said  of  it  bai 
what  tbe  absolute  necessity  of  the  case  ex- 
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torted  from  government.  The  proceed- 
ings of  that  gentleman  were  productive  of 
Very  great  embarrassment  to  his  majesty's 
ministers.  On  the  very  day  that  his  last*^ 
dispatch  was  dated,  the  arrangement 
whi«»h  he  took  upon  himself  to  make  with 
the  American  government  was  made  pub- 
lic in  that  countr}' ;  and  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days  after,  property  to  the  amount 
of  many  millions  was  probably  loaded  for 
this  countiy.  The  noble  lord  supposed 
that  some  verbal  assurances  were  obtained 
by  Mr.  Erskine,  to  the  effect  of  the  sti- 
pulations contained  in  his  instructions. 
That  was  a  point  upon  which  he  could  not 
be  expected  to  satisfy  the  noble  lord  ;  but 
if  any  such  assurances  had  been  obtained, 
they  must  have  been  of  so  satisfactory  a 
nature,  as  to  induce  government  to  act 
upon  the  faith  of  them  pt^nding  any  ulte- 
rior security.  They  must  have  been  such 
as  to  induce  ministers  to  acquiesce  in  an 
arrangement  contrary  to  the  principles  by 
which  it  was  to  be  defined  That  this  was 
not  the  case  it  would  uot  be  difficult  to 
infer  from  the  circumstance  of  govern- 
ment being  compelled  to  disown  the  ar- 
rangement. He  hoped  the  house  and  the 
country  would  believe,  that  if  the  three 
points  which  Mr.  Erskine  was  instructed 
to  require  had  been  obtained,  there  exist- 
ed in  his  majesty's  councils  a  disposition 
to  permit  the  neutral  to  carry  into  effect 
by  himself  the  principle  of  the  departure 
from  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  not  to  re- 
sort to  the  harsher  measure.  That  the 
first  of  these  three  points  was  not  obtained 
was  evident  from  the  papers  on  the  ta- 
ble. This  was  in  fact  the  most  impor- 
tant; it  was  the  sinejjua  nou  of  the  arrange- 
ment, that  America  should  maintain  her 
non-intercourse  system  against  France. 
The  third  stipulation  was  not  even  touched 
upon.  This,  though  of  considerable  im- 
portance, was  not  of  that  paramount  con- 
sequence that  the  first  was.  Government 
had  the  right  and  the  power  to  prevent 
neutrals  from  trading  with  France,  and  it 
was  mere  matter  of  courtesy  to  propose 
any'arrangement  to  the  American  govern- 
ment on  the  subject.  Now,  let  the  house 
see  in  what  a  situation  the  relations  between 
this  country  and  America  might  be  placed 
in  consequence  of  this  arrangement.  The 
Non-Intercourse  Act  was  to  expire  on  the 
f  0th  of  May,  and,  in  the  arrangement  of 
Mr.  Erskine,  there  was  no  stipulation  for 
re-enacting  it,  as  against  France ;  so  that 
our  Orders  in  Council  might  be  rescinded 
at  the  very,  moment  that  the  trade  between 
VouXIV. 


France  and  the  United  States  might  be 
perfectly  open.  The  better  half  of  the 
agreement  into  which  Mr.  Erskine-  wa» 
authorized  to  enter  into  with  America 
was,  that  she  should  shut  her  ports  against 
France,  and  this  could  only  be  done  by  her 
reviving  the  non-intercourse  system  as 
against  that  power.  There  was  another 
question  of  a  curious  sort  respecting  the 
Non-Intercourse  Act.  When  this  country 
determined  to  make  atonement  for  the  in- 
jury committed  against  America  in  the 
affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  it  proposed, 
through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Rose,  that  the 
proclamation  for  excluding  British  ships 
of ^  war  from  the  waters  and  havens  of  the 
United  States,  should  be  recalled :  this  was 
refused.  Any  power  receiving  an  injury 
from  another,  with  whom  she  is  in  friendly 
intercourse,  has  certainly  a  right  to  call  for 
atonement  for  that  injury :  but  if  without 
waiting  to  see  whether  it  will  be  granted 
or  denied,  she  takes  her  retaliation  into  her 
own  hands,  her  right  to  atonement  frorai 
that  instant  ceases.  America,  therefore, 
in  resorting  to  retaliation,  sided  pro  tarUOr 
with  France.  Upon  the  change  of  the 
executive  government  in  America,  it  wa» 
understood,  that  there  was  a  disposition  in 
the  new  government  to  come  to  an  imme- 
diate arrangement  on  the  subject  of  the 
Chesapeake.  The  proposal  was  therefore 
renewed.  How  that  proposition  was  re- 
ceived by  the  secretary  of  the  American 
government  was  evident  from  the  corres- 
pondence that  was  published.  How  far 
that  gentleman  was  disposed  to  re-esta- 
blish the  former  relations  between  the  twa 
countries;  how  far  be  was  inclined  to 
strew  the  path  of  reconciliation  with 
flowers,  any  Eirglishman  who  read  that 
gentleman's  note  might  judge.  By  Mr. 
Erskine's  arrangement,  our  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil were  to  be  rescinded  (they  are  so  in  # 
fact  at  this  moment,  for  they  cannot  be 
put  in.  force  as  againsrAmerica  for  a  li- 
mited period  ;)  and  this  great  price  was  to 
be  paid — for  what  ?  Why,  for  six  weeks 
liberty  to  trade  with  America.^  If  this 
agreement  had  been  transmitted  to  govern- 
ment for  its  approbation,  no  disclosure 
would  have  been  made  on  the  subject. 
But  government  was  under  the  necessity 
of  coming  to  some  determination  on  the 
subject  within  2't  hours;  an<l  being  re- 
solved not  to  sanction  it,  it  was  necessary 
to  make  the  disclosure  contained  in  the 
papers  on  the  table,  particularly  as  it  was 
said,  that  the  arrangement  was  a^eeable 
to  the  Instructions  to  Mr.  Erskine.  But 
3  U 
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these  reasons  would  not  justify  any  farther 
disclosure ;  such  disclosure  might  preju- 
dice existing  or  future  negociations,  and 
embarrass  that  ulterior  arrangement,  which 
he  hoped  would  be  terminated  satisfac- 
torily. -There  was  another  point  in  Mr. 
Erskine's  Instructions  to  which  he  found  it 
necessary  to  allude.  He  was  instructed  to 
procure  an  interdict  of  all  commerce,  as 
well  between  Holland  as  France;  for  upon 
wiiat  plea  could  the  former  be  entitled  to 
any  exemption  ?  If  she  were  a  dependent 
power,  she  must,  follow  the  fate  of  Fraricfe. 
Jf  she  were  an  independent  power,  and  still 
submitted  to  the  dictates  of  France,  she 
was  the  more  blameable,  and  was  there- 
fore the  less  an  object  of  indulgence. 
How  these  instructions  were  fulfilled, 
lyould  appear  from  the  correspondence  of 
Mr,  Erskine  already  before  the  house. 
He  must  have  known  that  Holland  was 
exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  Kon- 
Intercourse  Act.  But  it  had  been  suggested 

^  that  he  might  have  had  private  assurances, 
that  Holland  would  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  France.  What!  after  it  was 
specifically  stated  tn  the  formal  act,  that 
It  was  not  to  extend  to  Holland !  But 
doubts  were  entertained  as  to  its  being  ap- 
plied to  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  the  iron 
crown  of  which  sits  on  the  head  of  the 
ruler  of  France!  If  any  doubt  existed  that 
Air,  Erskine  had  gone  the  full  length  of 
(he  concessions  he  was  authorized  to  make, 
without  obtaining  the  whole  three,  nay, 
not  even  one  of  the  points  he  was  instruct- 
ed to  demand,  the  person  who  entertained 
such  doubt  had  only  to  read  the  papers 
already  before  the  house.  If  these  did 
not  remove  it,  nothing  that  he  could  say 
or  produce  would.  He  felt  himself  under 
tlie  necessity  of  opposing  the  motion  for 

4^  the  reasons  he  set  out  with  stating.  This 
was  not  the  proper  time  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  of  the  pc»!icy  of  the  arrangement 
v/itl\  America;  and  as  the  pending  ne-^o- 
ci.it ion  mijjht  be  prejudiced  by  furllicr 
disclosure,  he  trusted  the  noble  lord  would 
see  the  impropriety  of  granting  the  papers 
he  called  lor. 

Mr.  Morris  vindicated  the  conduct  of 
his  relative,  Mr.  Erkine,  and  abstninrd 
from  making  that  reply  to  tlir  right  hon. 
gent,  which  his  speech  seemed  to  call  for, 
lest  such  reply  might  call  f<  rth  a  dl<:cus- 
sion  tending  in  the  sligluest  deirrce  lo  in- 
terrupt that  system  of  conciliation  now 
llkelyto  lake  place  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

Jlr.  ManyaU  thought  the  motion,  as  far 
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as  it  concerned  the  afiPair  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, totally  irrelevant  to  the  presenC 
juncture.  With  respect  to  the  dispatch, 
he  thought  if  jt  were  produced,  that  so 
ought  the  answer  of  bis  majesty's  minis- 
ters, in  order  that  the  house  mi^^ht  have 
sufficient  evidence  whereon  to  toond  its 
decision. 

Mr;  A.  Baring  entered  into  a  detail  of 
our  correspondence  and  intercourse  with 
America.  He  thought  Mr.  Erskine  must 
have  obtained  some  substantial  concession 
to  the  demands  of  England,  with  which  we 
were  at  present  unacquainted,  and  on  which 
he  grounded  his  treaty. 

Mr.  Stephen  combated  the  arguments  in 
favour  of  the  motion.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  America^  in  all  her  proceeding^,  had 
no  wish  to  promote  an  impartial  coursd 
with  respect  to  France  and  this  conntry. 
It  was  the  business  of  th^t  house  to  taka 
care  lest  France  should  triumph  in  these 
negotiations,  and  lest  England  should  nov^ 
sanction  decrees  which  she  had  befonf 
arraigned,  and  desert  measures  to  wbicb 
she  had  at  other  periods  giv^n  her  rap- 
port. At  all  evetits,  in  his  opinorf,  discus- 
sions in  that  hooise  could  not  tend  at  tfa* 
present  crisis  to  promote  ^itiilty  between 
the  countries. 

Lord  H,  Petty  declared,  ttat  as  a  partial 
disclosure  had  already  been  made  on  this 
subjsct^  all  he  wanted,  both  for  the  sake  of 
public  utility  and  private  justice,  was,  thai 
such  disclosure  might  be  made  as  ampl^  a$ 
possible.  It  h;i<l  appealed,  however,  from 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gent,,  that  a 
negotiation. u as  now  pending,  to  which 
such  disclosure  might  prove  dangerous. 
Since  (his  was  the  case^,  he  was  willing  fof 
the  present  to  withdraw  his  motion,  until 
a  disclosure  could  be  made  without  ditii* 
Culfy  on  the  subject. 

Tlie  motion  Was  withdrawn. 

[SiNEcuuu  Places.]  Lord  OssuUtc^ 
moved  as  a  Resolution,  (nfVcr  asborlccnver- 
sation  upon  the  point  of  Order  between th« 
Sptnilcr,  lord  Folkestone,  antl  the  Chancel* 
lor  of  the  Exchequer),  "  That  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  the  hcuse,  that  the  existence  of 
Sinecure  Offices,  and  OfTicfis  executed  bf 
deputy,  is  unnecessary,  and  inexpedient 
as  a  means  of  remunerating  public  ser« 
vice  : — ^Thut  Pensions,  if  grinted',  as  on 
sonic  occai>icn5  it  may  be  proper  thai 
they  should  be  granted,  for  more  than 
one  life,  mrfy  in  all  cases  supply  the  place 
of  the  said  ofljc^s,  and  wliethcr  granted 
by  parliament,  or  placed  at  the  power  of 
the  crown,  to  grant,  under  liniitiUtion^  witik 
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respect  to  amount,  and  with  r<eguIatiQP9 for 
Jbringing  tbem  under  the  immediate  notice 
of  this  bouse,  will  provide  for  every  object 
to  which  Sinecures  cnn  be  usefully  ap- 
plied ; — That,  in  pursuance  of  this  prin- 
ciple, this  house  will,  at  the  earliest 
periods  take  into  its  further  most  serious 
consideration,  the  rojsans  of  effecting  the 
Abolitioq  or  Regulation  of  all  offices  of  the 
Above  descriptiop,  an4  especially  with  re- 
spect to  such  of  the  said  olEces  the  cmolu- 
^lents  of  wiiich  have  increased  beyond  all 
precedent  or  expeptation  at  the  time  they 
were  granted,  and  are  capable,  from  thuir 
|i9iovAt,  of  being  applied  with  material 
benefit  to  the  .service  of  the  state."  The 
noble  lord  prefaced  his  motion,  ^ith  a 
speech  of  which  no  part  was  audible  in  the 
gallery.  The  motion  wa?  negatived  witb- 
i)ut  any  observation. 

[Cruelty  to  Animau'  Biljl.J  On  the 
motion  for  going  into  a  Committee  upon 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Wiudltam  said,  that  bis  first  and  ge- 
neral objection  to  the  Bill  was,  that  the 
object  of  it,  howevef  commendable,  was 
not  such  as  to  become  a  fit  subject  of  le- 
gislation. For  this  opinion  he  had  at  least 
a  pretty  stroi^  voucher,  in  the  universal 
practice  of  mankind  down  to  the  present 
moment.  In  no  country  had  it  ever  yet 
been  attempted  to  regulate  by  law  the 
conduct  of  men  towards  brute  animals,  ex- 
cept so  fai'  as  such  conduct  operated  to  the 
prejudice  of  men.  The  province  of  crimi- 
nal legislation  had  hitherto  been  confined 
to  the  injuries  sustained  by  men.  This  fact, 
though  affording  a  pretty  stiong  presump- 
tion«  ($afficient,  one  should  think,  to  make 
us  pause,  and  not  hurry  through  the  house, 
with  hardly  any  discussion,  a  bill  of  so 
novel  a  character,)  was  yet,  he  would  con- 
fess, not  absolutely  conclusive.  It  might 
be  right,  that '  all  this  should  be  changed ;' 
that  what  was  now  proposed^  should  be 
done,  though  it  had  never  been  done  be- 
fore. But  the  question  was,  at  least,  of 
some  importance,  and  not  jto  be  decided 
without  more  discussion,  than  had  hitherto 
.t,aken  place,  or  could  now  well  be  ex- 
pected before  the  sessions  would  be  at 
a^  eud.  The  novelty  of  the  subject,  not 
in  its  details  or  particular  application,  but 
in  its  general  character,  was  a  topic  not 
broug^  forward,  as  an  objection,  by  the 
oppos^ers  of  the  bill,  but  claimed  and  in- 
sisted upon  by  its  authors.  In  a  pamph- 
let, circulate  with  great  industry,  (ana  of 
jiqual  authority,  as  coming  from  the  same 
Jiource  with  the  bill  itself^)  it  was  expressly 


stated,  and  with  no  small  triumph,  th^it 
the  bill  would  form  a  new  era  of  legisla- 
tion !  Two  reflections  arose  upon  this  ; 
first,  that  we  ought  to  take  care,  to  b» 
cautious  at  least,  how  we  began  new  eras 
of  legislation  ;  secondly,  that  we  ought  to 
have  a  reasonable  distrust  of  the  founders 
of  such  eras,  lest  they  should  be  a  littl« 
led  away  b}^  an  object  of  such  splendid 
ambition,  and  be  thinking  more  of  thcm-^ 
selves  than  of  the  credit  of  the  laws  or  the 
interests  of  the  community.  To  have  done 
that  which  no  one  yet  had  ever  thought 
of  doin^;  to  have  introduced  into  legis- 
laiion,  at  this  period  of  the  world,  what 
had  never  yet  been  found  in  the  laws  of 
any  country,  and  that  too  for  a  purpose- 
of  professed  humanity,  or  rather  of  some- 
thing more*  than  humanity  as  commonly 
understood  and  practised  ;  to  be  the  first 
who  had  stood  up  as  the  champion  of  the 
rights  of  brutes,  was  as  marked  ajdistinc^ 
tion,  even  if  it  should  not  turn  out,  upon 
examination,  to  be  as  proud  a  one,  as  a 
man  could  well  aspire  to. 

The  legislature,  however,  must  not  be 
carried  awry  with  these  impulses,  of  what- 
ever nature  they  may  be,  but  mu§t  con- 
sider soberly  and  coolly,  whether  it  might 
not  be  something  more  than  mere  indiffer- 
ence or  want  of  thought,  that  had  kept 
men,  for  so  many  thousand  years,  from 
attempting  to  introduce  this  new  princi- 
ple, as  it  was  now  justly  called,  of  legis- 
lation ;  and  whether,  in  the  attempt  at 
presentj,  they  might  not  do  far  more  harm 
thiin  good. 

Of  the  desirableness  of  the  object 
speaking  abstractedly,  there  could,  be  n.o 
doubt.  As  far  as  wishes  went,  every  man 
must  wish,  that  the  sufferings  of  ail  ani- 
mated nature  were  less  than  they  were. 
W^y  they  were  permitted  at  all,  was  a 
question,  as  had  been  observed  by  a  great 
and  pious  writer,  which  must  for  ever 
continue  to  perplex  mankind,  as  long  as 
we  were  allowed  to  see  only  in  part. 
But  there  was  not  only  the  wish  that 
sufSsring  universally  should,  if  possible,  b^ 
less  than  it  was,  but  there  was  a  duty,  ho 
was  ready  to  admit,  upon  man,  (the  only 
animal,  it  was  to  be  observed,  tiiat  took 
cognizance  of  others  pain,)  to  conform 
himself  to  that  wish,  in  the  little  sphere  to 
which  his  influence  extended.  Morality 
itself  might  perhaps  be  defined, '  a  desirf 
rationally  conducted  to  promote  general 
happiness,'  and  consequently  to  diminish 
general  pain ;  and  he  was  f&i'  from  con^ 
tending,  that  the  operatjoa  of  that  pringi* 
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pte  (so  glorious  to  man,  the  only  animal 
that  partook  of  it)  should  not  be  made  to 
embrace  in  its  eflects  the  whole  of  animal 
life.  Let  the  duty  be  as  strongly  enforced, 
as  far  as  precept  and  persuasion  could  go, 
and  the  feeling  as  largely  indulged,  as' its 
most  eager  advocates  could  wish.  He  had 
no  objection  to  any  sacrifices,  which  any 
one  might  be  disposed  to  make  in  his  own 
person,  for  sparing  the  pain  or  promoting 
the  enjoyment  of  others  of  his  fellow-crea- 
tures, whether  men  or  inferior  animals. 
The  more  lively  the  sympathy,  within 
certain  limits,  and  the  greater  the  .sacrifice, 
the  more  would  be  the  amiableness  and  the 
merit.  Within  certain  limits  he  had  said, 
because  theoretically,  certainly,  there 
were  limits,  which  those  feelings  could  not 
pass,  without  defeating  instead  of  promot-. 
mg  the  ends  of  Providence,  which  must 
be  presumed  to  have  intended  them  as  the 
means  of  increasing  the  quantum  of  hap- 
piness. Sympathy  was  necessary  to  the 
production  of  virtue,  and  for  the  procur- 
mg  mutual  aid  in  case  of  distress.  But 
were  every  one  to  feel  with  equal  sensi- 
bility the  pains  of  others  as  his  own,  the 
world  must  become  one  unvaried  scene  of 
suffering,  in  which  the  woes  of  all  would 
be  accumulated  upon  each,  and  every 
man  be'charged  with  a  weight  of  calamity 
beyond  what  his  individual  powers  of  en- 
durance were  calculated  to  support.  There 
was  little  danger,  however,  of  this  excess. 
One  might  safely  lay  down  the  rule,  that 
the  more  any  one  should  feel  for  the  suf- 
fering of  others,  the  more  virtuous  they 
should  be  accounted  ;  and  that  they  were 
at  liberty,  in  this  respect,  to  give  a  full 
loose  to  their  feelings. 

But  the  very  same  considerations  would 
make  it  dangerous  to  allow  of  systems,  in 
which  men  were  to  become  virtuous  at 
others'  expcnce,  and  to  enforce  upon 
others  what  might  be  wanting  in  them* 
selves,  it  was  not  sufficient  to  :>tate  of  any 
thingthat  it  was  matter  of  oblipration,  tojus- 
tify  an  attempt  to  enforce  it  by  law.  Laws 
were  almost  universally  restrictive.  They 
restrained  acts  which  were  injurious  to  the 
community,  pnd  were  such  moreover  as 
could  be  clearly  defined.  There  were 
whole  classes  of  duties,  known  to  writers 
on  morals  under  the  name  of  Imperfect 
Obligations,  which  no  one  ever  thought  of 
enforcing  by  law,  not  because  they  were, 
in  point  of  moral  duty,  less  obligatory  than 
others,  but  because  they  were  of  a  na- 
ture that,  to  exist  at  all,  must  be  sponta- 
neous,  or  such  as  that  law  could  not  be 


made  to  apply  to  them.    What  idea  could 
any  onehave  of  a  law,  to  enforce  charity, 
gratitude,    benevolence,   or  innumerable 
others   of  the    Christian    virtues?     If  a 
man   with   thousands   in    his    cofiers,  of 
which  he  made  no  use,  should    sufier  a 
fellow    creature    whose    case   was   fully 
known  to  him,  to  perish  in  the  next  street 
for  the  want  of  a  few  shillings,  you  might 
inveigh    against    him    for    nis    want   of 
humanity ;    but  would   you   ever  think, 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  law  to  punish 
him  ?    The  same  might  be  said  of  cases 
that  occurred,   he   feared,   too   frequent- 
ly under  the  influence  of  the  f>oor-lawi, 
where    paupers   at    the   point  of   death, 
and  women  expecting  at  every  moment  to 
be  seized  with  the  pangs  of  labour,  were 
turned  out  into  the  streets  or  roads,  sooner 
than  by  the  death  in  one  case  or  the  birth 
in  the  other^a  burthen  should  be  brought 
upon  the  parish.      The  poor-laws  were  an 
example  of  an  attempt  to  force  charity; 
and  fine  encouragement  they  gave  to  such 
attempts  !    But  after   all  that   they   had 
done,  unfortunately  done,  how  much  was 
left,  which  the  law  did  not  attempt  to  reach? 
It  would  not  be  difllicult  to  show,  that 
the  case  was  much  the  same  in  respect  to 
the  objects  now  meant  to  be  provided  for. 
The  measure  sets  out  with   a  preamble, 
containing  a  lofty  maxim  of  morality  or 
theology,  too  grand  to  be  correct,  too  sub- 
lime to  be  seen  distinctly,  and  most  ludi- 
crously disproportioned  to  the  enactments 
that  follow,   wherein  it  is  declared   that 
Cod  has  subdued  various  classes  of  animals 
to  the  use  and  benefit  of  man :    and  from 
thence  it  seems  to  be  inferred,  not  very 
cotisequentially,  th<it  we  ought   to  treat 
them  with  humanity.     That  we  ought  to 
treat  them  with  humanity,  that  is,  that  wc 
ought,  in  all  we  did  respecting  them,  to 
have   a  consideration  of  their  pains  and 
pleasures,  was  a  maxim  which  he  was  not 
at  all  disposed  to  controvert;  but  it  did 
not  seem  immediately  inferable  from  the 
permission  before    recited.    If  humanity 
indeed  were  carried  to  its  utmost  extent, 
it  would   rather  run  counter  to  that  per- 
mission, and  lead  us,  like  the  Gentoos,  at 
teast  to  abstain  from  eating  the  animals 
thus  consigned  to  us,  if  not  from  using 
them  in  any  way  that  should   not  be  pro- 
ductive to  them  of  more  gratification  than 
suffering.     The  humanity,  however,  thit 
is  now   recommended,   is   not   meant,  it 
seems,  to  go  that  length.     We  may  de- 
stroy them  for  the  purposes  of  food;  that  ii 
of  appetite  and  luxury',  to  whatever  amoont 
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and  in  whatever  ways  those  purposes  re- 
quire. Another  class  of  us  likewise, 
namely  the  rich,  may  destroy  them,  iu 
any  modes^  however  lingering  and  cruel, 
which  are  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  sport 
and  diversion.  Even  independently  of  the 
doubt  which  these  striking  exceptions 
create,  we  may  ask  reasonably,  what  hu- 
manity is?  Is  it  any  thing  capable  of 
being  defined  by  precise  limits  ?  or  i*  ii 
a  mere  question  of  degree,  aiid  something 
consequently  which  is  not  capable  of 
being  set  forth  in  words,  but  must  be  lefi 
to  the  decision  of  some  living  tribunal, 
giving  its  judgment  upon  each  particular 
case  ? 

Here  we  come  back  to  the  first  and 
fundamental  obje'ctinn  to  legislating  upon 
this,  and  various  similar  subjects.  You 
inflict  pains  and  penalties,  upon  con- 
ditions which  no  man  b  able  previously 
to  ascertain.  You  require  men  to  live  by 
an  unknown  rule.  You  make  the  condi- 
tion of  life  uncertain,  by  exposing  men 
to  the  operation  of  a  law,  which  they 
cannot  know  till  it  visits  them  in  the 
shape  of  punishment.  What  is  humanity  ? 
It  is  generally  the  having  a  consideration 
for  the  sufferings  of  others,  (men  or  other 
'sentient  beings)  as  compared  with  pains 
or  gratifications  of  our  own.  Bat  what  the 
proportion  was,  necessary  to  be  observed 
"fcetween  our  own  and  others  pain,  or,  (as 
was  oftener  the  case  in  the  subject  then 
under  consideration,)  what  the  proportion 
was  between  others  pain  and  our  pltasure  or 
'interest,  no  mortal  attempted  to  ascertain  : 
nor  was  it  one  and  the  same,  but  as  various 
as  there  were  various  men,  and  various 
circumstances  and  subjects  to  which  it 
was  applied,  and  what  was  of  not  less  con- 
sequence, varied  as  men  were  judging  in 
their  own  case,  or  in  that  of  their  neighbours. 
It  was  not  only  not  the  same  in  aniy  two 
men,  but  not  the  same  in  the  same  man 
for  half  an  hour  together,  but  changed, 
according  as  he  applied  it  to  one  case  X)r 
another,  or  was  in  one  humour  or  another, 
or,  above  all,  was  judging  in  the  case  of 
others  or  of  himself,  'ihis  was  no  exag- 
*gc rated  representation.  As  a  proof,  let 
any  man  go  through  the  instances  where 
his  humanity  has  been  shocked,  at  one 
time,  and  where  at  others  jt  has  remained 
perfectly  in  repose.  The  instances  of  ill 
treatment  of  animals,  which  most  fre- 
quently occurred,  (and  were  most  in  the 
view  of  the  advocates  of  this  bill,)  were 
those  which  arose  from  passion ;  a  coach- 
man whipping  bis  coach-horses,  a  carman 


beating  his  cart-horse.     The  undisturbed 
>;pectator,  who  knows  nothing  of  the  causes 
that  have   led  to  this,  and  who,  as  Swift 
says  of  men  bearing  others   misfortunes,, 
can   bear    the   provocations,  which  have 
inflamed  another, '  perfectly  like  a  Chris- 
tian/ is  full  of  virtuous  ire,  and  inveighs 
hotly  against  the  man  who  can  thus  go 
into  a  senseless  passion  with  his   horse; 
but  he  does  not  consider  that  the  irritabi- 
lity here  shewn  may  have  come  upon  a 
man  weairied  by  long  labour,  and  soured 
by  some  recent  vexation,  and  have  been 
excited  withal  by  something  in  the  horse, 
which   he  has  been  led,  foolishly  for  the 
most  part,  to    consider   as  perverseness ; 
.nor  does  the  blamer    recollect,   how,  he 
himself  the  day  before,  when  he  was  rid- 
ing comfortably  to  get  an  appetite  for  his 
dinner,  spurred  his  horse  most  unmerciful- 
1}',  (as  violently  as  his  fears  would  let  him), 
because  the  animal   had  been   guilty  of 
starting  or  stumbling.     Here  was  an  in- 
stance of  that  different  standard  of  huma- 
nity, which  men  have  in  their  breasts  for 
themselves  or  others,  for  their  cooler  mo- 
ments and  for  their  passionaite  on^s ;  and 
we  might  thence  see  what  flagrant  and  scan- 
dalous injustice  would  be  done,  under  a 
criterion   subject  to  such    variation.      It 
was  no  answer  to  say,  that  the  judgment 
was  not  unjust,  because  the  judge  might 
have  been  guilty  of  the  same  oftence :  and 
that  as  he  punished  others,  others  might 
punish  him.    The  judge,  we  knew,  would 
not  be  punished.  Few  would  inform  against 
his  worship  the  squire  because  he  had  rode 
his     hunter    to    death,    or   unmercifully 
whipped,  or  in  a  fit  of  anger  shot,  his 
pointer. "  The    scandal    therefore  in  the 
general  administration  of  the  law  would 
remain,  even  though  those  who  were  con- 
victed, were  punished  justly.     But  it  was 
not  true,  that  passion  would  not  be  mixed 
even  in  the  judgment  itself.  Passion  might 
foe  suspected  to  mix  itself,  and  did  in  ^ct 
continually  mix  itself,  in  all  judgments 
carried  on  by  close  and  summary  jurisdic- 
tions, and  by  persons  who  were  little  likely 
to  be  made  responsible  for  their  conduct. 
Such  jurisdictions  must  of  aecessity  exist 
in  many   cases ;    but  titey  were  not  on 
that  account  the  less  to  be  deprecated. 
But  there  was  one  general  passien  appli- 
cable to    the  present   case,  and    which 
would  not  fail  to  operate  iii  every  part  of 
the  process ;  in  the  judgjaent  often,  but  still 
more  frequently  in  the  information ;  and 
which  would  form  a  complete  answer  to 
that  ohildish  phsa  in  (avout  of  the  bill,  tiz* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J035J  PARI..  DE3AT^,  June  13^  1 SOO.— CrwrZgr  /o  JnimaH  ML  £10«J 


Ibat  as  no  reward  wa9  giveo^  nq  ttmpU- 
iioia  KO«ild  be  beld  oui  |to  laformers. 
*jrbB  passioff  bere  aJlpded  to  V9»  one  of 
gre^t  accouot  in  human  nature,  thougb 
|[iotfio  often  noted  as  it  ought io  be,  namely, 
the  love  of  tormenting.  There  was  a  book* 
.^yritten  sofoe  years  ago,  commonly  ascrib- 
ed to  ^  sister  oi'  the  author  of  Tom  Jones, 
but  really  the  wo^k  of  a  lady  of  the  name 
of  CoUyer,  which  treated  of  this  passion, 
4]i»der  the  tkle  of '  The  Art  of  ingeniousl  v 
Torn^enting,'  and  after  iliustrating,  with 
gpeat  acuteness  and  mncb  pice  observation 
of  character  and  manners,  its  operation  in 
VArious  relations  o£  domestic  life,  as,  bow 
W  torment  an  humble  companion,  how  a 
wrif^  should  torment  her  husband,  and  a 
bli^biMld  bis  wife,  concluded  with  a  chap- 
|0r»  entitled '  General  Rules  how  to  torment 
'  all  your  Aa|uaintance/  It  would  be 
fptind  by  any  one  who  perused  tbis  book, 
bow  much  there  was  of  this  principle 
continually  in  operation,  of  which  he 
bad  often  witnessed  the  eflects,  witbout 
9%  the  time  having  understood  or  at- 
tended to  the  cause.  But  frequent  as 
lb«se  instances  were,  as  seen  and  de- 
scribed b^  the  author  referred  to,  they 
were  nothing  in  extent  and  amount  to  those 
which  were  carried  on,  under  a  new  and 
more  enlarged  head,  which  did  not  come 
within  the  scheme  of  her  work,  nor  fall, 
possibly,  within  the  scope  of  her  contemi- 
plation,  vi^.  the  art  of  tormenting  people 
in  the  aasoe  of  the  public  ^d,  an  art 
which  seemed  to  have  been  gaming  ground 
considerably  in  our  days,  and  to  have  had 
H  larger  share  in  the  acts  of  the  legislature, 
»»  wail  as  io  have  produced  more  annoy- 
ance in  society,  than  people  were  com- 
monly aware.  Here  the  trade  4>f  course^ 
jwas  wholesale,  and  carried  oo  upon  a  large 
<aoaIr.  And  it  was  not  to  be  told  how 
jea^er  the  passion  was>  when  animated 
Mid  sanctioned  by  the  auxiliary  motive 
iof  supposed  eeal  for  the  public  service. 
It  was  childish  for  people  to  ask  What 
pleasure  can  any  one  have  in  tormeSntine 
ptbers  ?  None  in  the  mere  pain  inflicted, 
but  the  greatest  passible  in  the  various 
sfhcU  tluit  ma.y  accompany  it,  in  the 
fparade  of  virtue  and  in  ihe  ^exercise  of 
fMwer.  A  man  cannot  tormwt  an<Afaer 
•witbouta  considerable  exercifiex>f  power — 
in  kaelf  apretty  Btrongand  general  passion. 
Bui  if  he  can  jit  once  exercise  his  power 
4Mid  make  a  parade  of  his  virtue,  {which 
vill  eminently  be  the  case  in  the  poweis 
to  be  exercised  nnder  this  l»w)  the  cona- 
Joinatuin  of  the  two  forms  |i  ^netlite,  jvbich 


we  might  fairly  say,  flesh  and  blood  coukl 
not  withstand.  Young's  'universal  passion' 
bad  not  a  wider  range,  nor  a  stronger  in- 
fluence, than  the  union  of  these  two  feel- 
ings. 

In  what  a  state  then  should  we  pnt  the 
lower  orders  of  people  in  thii  country  (for 
it  was  they  only  who  would  be  aflected^ 
when  fur  jthe  sake  of  punishing  some  rare, 
and  bard ly-heard -of  enormities,  (the  nar- 
row but  only  rational  objectof  the  measure?)  . 
v(  e  should  let  loose  upon  them  a  principle 
of  action  like  that  above  described,  armed 
with  such  a  weapon  as  this  bill  would 
put  into  its  hands?  All  the  fanatical  views 
and  feelings,  all  the  little  bustling  spirit 
of  regulation,  all  the  private  enmities  and 
quarrels  would  be  at  work^  in  addition  %p 
those  more  general  passions  before  stated, 
and  men  be  daily  punished  by  summary 
jurisdiction,  or  left  to  wait  in  gaol  for  the 
meeting  of  a  more  regular  tribunal,  for 
oifences,  which  were  incapable  of  being 
defined,  and  which  must  be  left  therefore 
to  the  arbitrary  aud  fluctuating  standard, 
which  the  j^dge  in  either  case  happeiied 
to  carry  in  his  breast.  The  bill,  instead  of 
being  called  A  Bill  for  preventing  Cruelty 
to  Animals,  should  be  entitled,  A  Bill  for 
harrassing  and  oppressing  certain  classes 
among  the  Jowe4\  orders  of  the  people. 

The  manner  in  which  it  would  i)e  thrown 
upon  them,  and  the  scandalous  injustice 
with  which  it  would  be  attended^  might 
be  exemplified  by  one  of  the  instances 
set  fonh  by  the  authors  of  the  bill  them- 
selves. The  cruelties  sufiercd  by  post- 
horses  was  a  favourite  topic.  But  on  whom 
was  the  punishment  to  fall?  on  the  post 
boy  or  on  the  traveller  ?  On  the  post  boy, 
who  was  the  only  person  who  would  be 
ieen  inflicting  these  severities  ?  or  on  thfi 
traveller,  who  sat  snug  in  the  chaise,  hav- 
ing only  hinted  to  tlie  post  boy^  that  he 
meant  to  dine  at  the  next  stage,  and  that 
if  he  should  not  bring  him  in  in  tin^e  he 
wouM  never  go  to  his  noaster's  house  again, 
nor  give  him  any  thing  for  himself. 

T^is  case  of  post  horses  belon^i^  also  to 
ai^ber  bead,  to  which  be  womW  na\r 
proceed ;  namely,  the  objections  to  tb^  bill 
on  the  score  that  it  was  doing  ttiat  by  la,w, 
^biob  if  people  w^re  sincei;e  in  tt^eir 
feelmgs,  might  be  d^t^e  by  otber  methods* 
|L.aw;s  never  ought  to  bi^  called  in  bat 
where  other  powers  fail .  Upon  whom  w^ 
the  whole  mrce  of  this  bill  to  be  dis- 
charged ?  what  were  the  i^staj^es  w^njj^ 
wor^e  uppermost  in  e^jexy  <Ws  .Wffi, 
whkdh  had  befi»4rs^oited  4^prp^ pf  ^ 
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necessity  of  sach  a  measure,  and  in  tybich 
indeed  the  bill  either  would  or  \V2i5  in- 
tended to  act?  Why,  the  cruelties  in- 
flicted on  horses  by  grooms,  coach-men, 
post-boys,  carmen,  servants  in  husbandry^ 
or  others,  to  whom  such  animals  were  en- 
trusted. But  whose  property  were  these  ? 
Why,  the  property  of  pcrsoms,  who  had 
•ome,  (generally  great,)  power  ref^pectively 
over  the  several  classes  of  persons  above 
endmcrated  ?  Why  do  not  these  masterij 
and  owners  exert  themselves  in  earnest,  in 
punishing  such  oficnces  whenever  they 
coil)e  within  their  cognizance,  or  are  even 
known  to  them  in  a  way  which,  though 
sufiicient  for  them  to  act,  would  not  au- 
thorize a  legal  process?  But,  no;  they 
ate  oflen  the  direct  parties,  the  parties  in- 
terested in,  and  the  parties  instigating,  the 
Very  cruelties  or  severities  which  they  af- 
fect to  decfy.  One  of  the  favourite  in- 
stances in  the  fashionable  female  ci^cle8, 
as  they  are  called,  of  this  tov^n,  and  who 
appear  by  the  bye  to  have  been  Very  di- 
ligently canvassed,  are  thetases  with  which 
.they  have  been  contiliually  shocked,  of 
coachmen  whipping  their  horses  in  public 
places :  an  instance  by  the  way  by  no 
means  of  magnitude  enough  to  call  for 
the  interference  of  the  legislature.  But 
be  its  magnitude  what  it  Vvill,  why  must 
the  legislature  be  called  in?  are  there  not 
means  (sufficient  probably  for  punishing 
the  ofFcncc  adequately  in  each  instance, 
but  certainly  for  preventing  the  practice,) 
in  the  power  possessed  by  masters  and 
mistresses  ?  Bnt  apf)!y  to  any  of  these 
ladies,  and  satisfy  them,  after  much  diffi- 
culty, that  their  coachman  was  the  most 
active  and  the  most  in  the  wrong,  in  the 
struggle,  which  caused  so  much  disturb- 
ance at  the  last"  Opera,  and  the  answer 
probably  would  be,  *  Oh  !  to  be  sure  ;  it  is 
very  shocking  ;  but  then  John  is  so  clever 
in  a  crowd  !  the  other  night  at  Lady  Such- 
d-one*s,  when  ail  the  world  was  perishing 
in  the  pas^ngp,  waiting  for  thtir  carriages, 
ours  was  up  in  an  instant,  and  we  were 
At  Mrs.  Such-a  one's  half  an  hour  before 
anyone  (^Ise.  \Vc  should  not  know  what 
to  do,  if  we  were  to  part  with  hiui.'  W;\s 
It  the  coach.Tiaa  here  who  most  deserved 
punisiimeni  ?  cv  was  it  for  the  parties 
here  described  to  call  for  a  law,  which 
was  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new  era  of 
Fegislallon,  and  to  operate  wiih  great  je- 
verity  and  mo.^l  fljj^rant  injustice  upon 
whole  classes  of  people  ?  A  similar  in- 
siance  uouljl  be;  fouiul  in  the  case  just  al- 
Judcd  to  of  the  iruvtUev  and  the  post  horses. 


Whose  fstuli  was  it,  in  nineteen  esse^  out 
of  twenty,  that  these  sofibrings  were  in- 
tnirred  ?  the  traveller  drives  up  in  htaie, 
his  servant  having  half  killed  one  pbst^ 
horse  in  riding  forrward  to  ahrtotmce  his 
approach;  the  horses  are  brought  oat; 
they  are  Weak,  spavined,  galleo,  hardly 
dry  from  their  last  stage.  What  is  tht 
dialogue  that  ensues?  does  the  tratellef 
ever  offer  to  stop  on  his  joornty,  or  even 
to  wait  (ill  the  horses  cin  be  refreshed  F 
such  a  thought  never  enters  his  head  ;  hir 
swears  at  the  landlord,  and  threatens  nevef 
to  come  again  to  his  house,  because  he  ex- 
pects to  go  only  seven  miles  an  homr,  wheti 
he  had  hoped  to  go  nine  ;  but  when  tfa« 
landlord  has  assured  hhn,  that  the  bofsirs, 
however  bad  in  their  appearance,  will  ttittf 
his  honour  very  well,  and  has  directed  Ihtt 
post  boys  to  '  make  the  best  of  their  way,^ 
the  traveller's  humahity  is  satisfied,  and  h« 
hears  with  perfect  composure  alnd  cotnpla- 
cency  the  cracking  whips  of  the  postillibn^, 
only  intimating  to  them,  by -the- bye,  that 
if  tliey  dd  not  bring  him  in  in  time/  ihef 
shall  not  receive  a  farthing.^  What  re- 
volting and  disgusting  hypocrisj'  Was  it  id 
persons  daily  witnessing  without  remon- 
strance, or  acting  In  such  scenes,  whtf 
would  not  sacrifice  the  smdll^st  particlfi 
of  their  convenience  in  considetatioh  of 
any  pain  that  was  to  result  from  it,  to  be 
inveighing  with  such  exaggerated  sensi- 
bility against  the  cruelties  practised  on 
the  bfute  creation,  and  calling  for  a  faW? 
to  punish  them;  much  of  that  cruelty 
being  incurred  in  their  service,  and  under 
their  owninimediate  inspection  and  orders ! 
Where  was  the  justice  of  punishing  the 
inn-keeper  here  ?  who,  if  he  reftised  h\i 
horses,  lost  his  customers,  atid  his  meahtt 
of  livelihood  ;  or  the  post-bO)'',  who  Whctt 
once  employed  must  perform  the  ta^k  as- 
signed him  by  such  means  as  he  had,  and" 
n)ust  ply  his  whip  till  the  pain  Or  threat 
overcome  the 'pain  of  the  effort,  whldh 
the  horses  had  to  make  in  Ofd^r  to  ffi 
through  their  stage  ? 

Such  Were  the  proofs  of  the  injustice  of 
the  law,  and  Such  the  proofs  that  no 
law,  just  or  unjust,  w&s  necessary,  eteli 
in  the  cases  to  which  it  applied  rfat  What 
should,  be  said  of  the  flagrant  and  bohrrd 
injustice,  of  withdrawing  from  its  Op^ra- 
tiurt  and  cognizance,  a  whole  class  of  cAses^ 
which,  if  such  a  bill  was  to  pass,  cOuld 
not,  one  should  think,  be  allowed  to  stand 
an  instant,  as  being  more 'than  aOy  others 
in  the  Very  line  and  point-blank  aim  of 
the  statute,*^  and  having  nothing  to  protect 
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them,  bat  that  which  ought  in  justice  and 
decency  to  be  the  strongest  reason  against 
theiD>  namely  that  they  were  the  mere 
sports  of  the  rich  ?  Was  it  to  be  endured 
or  believed,  that  a  legislature  setting  about 
the  great  and  original  work  of  enacting 
laws  to  prevent  the  suflei  ings  of  the  brute 
creation,  should  still  reserve  to  themsetVes, 
and  that  too  by  a  most  invidious  and  op- 
pressive code,  the  privilege  of  killing  ani- 
mals by  a  cruel  and  lingering  death,  in 
mere  sport  and  wantonness?  The  reason 
assigned  for  this  extraordinary  omission, 
by  the  author  of  the  bill,  might  be  sus- 
pected as  having  been  intended  in  mere 
mockery.  It  was  said  that  being  fcra 
natures  (a  learned  distinction^  but  never  be- 
fore, surely,  applied  tp  such  a  purpose)  they 
were  not  entitled  to  the  protection  of  man? 
But  why,  because  they  did  not  ask  his  pro- 
tection, were  they  to  be  liable  in  con- 
sequence to  be  persecuted  and  tormented 
by  him?  On  the  contrary,  if  he  did  no- 
thing for  their  good,  he  ought  the  rather  to 
be  required  to  do  nothing  for  their  harm. 
They  wpuld  perish,  it  was  said,  if  left  to 
themselves,  often  by  a  cruel  death.  But 
what  ^as  the  animal,  man  not  excepted, 
that  was  not  liable  so  to  perish  ?  If  this 
argument  was  good  for  any  thing,  it  might 
justify,  in  pure  kindness,  our  killing  one 
anolner;  Another  danger  was,  that  they 
would  become  so  numerous  as  to  overrun 
the  earth.  But  this  danger,  formidable 
as  it  might  be  in  respect  to  other  animals, 
certainly  did  not  apply  to  one  great  class, 
with  which  notwithstanding  we  made  pretty 
free,  namely  the  fishes.  After  all,  when 
humanity  was  the  question,  what  connec- 
tion was  there  between  the  necessity  of 
destroying  those  animals  and  the  right 
which  we  claimed  of  being  ourselves  the 
destroyers  ?  It  was  very  disinterested,  no 
doubt,  in  all  the  higher  orders  of  people 
to  offer  themselves  gratuitously  as  vermin 
killers  to  the  rest  of  the  community  ;  but 
it  was  an  odd  choice  for  them,  as  men  of 
humanity  ;  particularly  as  it  was  found, 
that  these  vermin  were  encouraged  and 
protected  for  the  sake  of  being  after- 
wards kijied,  and  certainly  by  a  mode  of 
destruction  in  many  instances,  not  capable 
of  being  exceeded  in  cruelty  by  'd\\y  to 
which  they  could  naturally  be  liable.  Even 
jn  the  case  of  sheep  and  oxen,  which  must, 
it  is  admitted,  be  killed,  and  might  be 
killed  possibly  by  a  gentleman  with  as 
little  pain  as  by  the  butcher,  we  should 
think  it  an  odd  taste  in  any  one,  to  be 
desirous  literally  to  J^ill  his  own  mutton. 


and  to  beg  of  his  butcher  that  he  might  be 
allowed  on  the  next  slaughter  day  to  take 
his  place.  It  was  in  vain  therefore  by  such 
wretched  evasions  and  subterfuges  lo  at- 
tempt to  disguise  the  fact,  that  if  wiih  such 
a  preaaible  on  our  statutes,  and  with  acts 
passed  in  consequence  to  punish  the  lower 
classes  for  any  cruelty  inflicted  upon  ani- 
mals, we  continued  to  practise  and  to  re- 
serve in  great  measure  to  ourselves  the 
sports  of  hunting,  shooting,  and  fishing,  we 
must  exhibit  ourselves  as  the  most  hard- 
ened and  unblushing  hypocrites  that 
ever  shocked  the  feelings  of  mankind. 
He  did  not  know  any  thing,  that  could  so 
justly  call  for  a  measure,  which  he  had  al- 
ways been  among  the  first  to  resist,  a  par- 
liamentary reform.  Strongly  as  he  had 
always  declared  against  such  a  measure, 
as  wholly  uncalled  for  by  any  thing  in  the 
practice  of  parliament  as  now  constituted, 
he  must  fairly  confess,  that  if  it  sboold 
appear  in  any  instance  that  so  scandalous 
a  distinction  could  be  made  between  the 
interests  of  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor» 
he  should  be  not  a  little  shaken  in  his  op- 
position, and  must  be  driven  in  a  great 
measure  from  that  argument,  which,  a» 
long  as  it  could  be  maintained,  was  con- 
clusive against  every  such  proposal,  name- 
ly, that  there  was  no  class  in  the  community 
whose  interests,  even  as  parliament  was  at 
present  constituted,  were  not  upon  the 
whole  fairly  taken  care  of.  What  a  pretty 
figure  must  we  make  in  the  world,  if  in 
one  column  of  the  newspapers  we  should 
read  a  string  of  instances  of  men  com- 
mitted under  '  the  Cruelty  Bill,'  sone  to 
the  county  gaol  to  wait  for  trial  at  the  as- 
sizes, some  by  summary  process  to  the 
house  of  correction  ;  and  in  another  part, 
an  article  of '  Sporting  Intelligence,'  set- 
ting forth  the  exploits  of  my  lord  Such-a- 
one's  hounds,  how  the  hounds  threw  ofiTat 
such  a  cover;  that  bold  Reynard  went  off 
in  a  gallant  stile,  ,&c.,  and  was  not  killed 
till  after  a  chace  of  ten  hours  ;  that  of 
fifty  horsemen  who  were  out  at  the  be- 
ginning not  above  five  were  in  at  the  death, 
that  three  horses  died  in  the  field,  and  jc- 
vcral  it  was  thought  would  never  recover  ; 
and  that  upon  the  whole  it  was  the  most 
glorious  day's  sport,  ever  remembered  since 
the  pack  was  first  set  up  !  Was  it  possi- 
ble that  men  could  stand  the  shame  oisuch 
statements?  that  this  house  which  tolerated 
such  sports,  nay,  which  claimed  them,  as 
the  peculiar  privilege  of  the  class  to  which 
it  belonged,  a  house  of  hunters  and  shoot- 
^8,  shotad,  while  they  ltd  these  untouched^ 
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be  affecting  to  take  the  brute  creation ^ 
under  their  protection;  and  be  passing 
bills  for  the  punishment  of  every  carter  or 
driver,  whom  an  angry  passenger  should 
accuse  of  chastising  his  horse  with  over 
severity  ?  He^  begged  not  to  be  under- 
stood, as  condemning  the  sports,  to  which 
he  had  been  alluding,  and  much  less,  as 
charging  with  cruelty  all  those  who  took 
delight  in  them,  cruel  as  the  acts  them- 
selves undoubtedly  were.  He  would  not 
dispute  with  his  friend,  the  hon.  mover 
(sir  Cb.  Bunbury)  what  the  (pumtum  of 
cruelty  was  in  hors«  racing,  whether  the 
whip  was  always  as  much  spared  as  he 
supposed,  or  whether  when  it  was,  the 
forbearance  proceeded  from  humanity,  or 
from  aa  opinion  that  more  would  be  lost, 
by  the  horse's  swerving  and  the  rider's  seat 
being  rendered  unsteady  than  would  be 
gained  by  the  pain.  Though  no  sports- 
man himself,  he  should  lament'  the  day,  if 
ever  it  should  happen  in*  ihis  country^  that 
from  false  refinement  and  mistaken  huma- 
nity they  should  be  abolished  or  fall  into 
disuse.  So  far  from  arraigning  those  who 
followed  them,  his  doctrine  had  ever  been, 
that,  odd  as  it  might  seem,  cruel  sports  did 
not  make  cruel  people  :  and  he  would 
quote  for  this  the  great  body  of  the  English 
country  gentlemen,  now  and  in  all  former 
times,  fiut  as  long  as,  upon  that  ground, 
and  for  wise  and  salutary  purposes,  such 
practices,  cruel  as  they  were,  were  per- 
mitted, and  even  upheld,  he  could  not 
consent,  that  the  house  should  fp  ofi*  into 
that  wild  career  of  humanity,  that  was 
proposed  by  the  present  bill.  He  denied, 
generally  speaking,  the  existence  of  the 
abuses  complained  of.  He  denied  at  least 
the  increase  of  them,  and  that  the  treat- 
ment of  animals  now  was  worse  than  in 
former  times,  or  with  us  than  in  other 
countries.  There  was  in  general,  no 
doubt,  a  very  coarse  and  harsh  treatment 
of  them,  such  as  might  be  expected  from 
the  coarseness  of  the  people  to  whom  the 
management  of  them  was  for  the  most  part 
entrusted  ;  but  which  ^yas  often  founded 
more  in  ignorance  and  unskilfulness,  than 
in  malice  or  ferocity.  Many  of  these  in- 
stances were  moreover  falsely  estimated,  by 
those  who  allowed  their  sensibilities,  (al- 
ways ready  in  their  application  to  others,) 
to  outrun  their  judgment.  He  himself 
had  had  as  many  squabbles  as  others, 
with  carmen  and  drivers  of  different  de- 
scriptions for  ill-treating  their  horses:  but 
he  had  more  than  once  had  reason  after- 
wards to  think  himself  in  the  wrong,  and 
Vol.  XIV. 


that  his  complaints  had  been  ill-foutided, 
or  were  at  lea<;t  exaggerated.  Instances 
were  however  unquestionably  to  be  met 
with,  of  shocking  and  atrocious  cruelty, 
which  every  one  must  wish  to  have  the 
means  of  punishing.  A  case  of  this  sort 
known  or  related,  instantly  inflamed  men's 
minds,  and  disposed  them,  .without  further 
consideration,  to  call  out  for  a  law.  But 
a  law  was  a  serious  thing,  and  ought  not  to 
be  adopted,  merely  upon  such  impulses. 
There  had  grown  up  in  the  country,  of  late 
years,  a  habit  of  far  too  great  facility  in 
passing  laws.  The  immediate  object  only 
was  looked  to  ;  some  marked  cases  were 
selected,  in  which  its  operation  coincided  . 
with  the  general  feeling :  but  no  account 
was  taken  of  the  silent  depredations  which 
it  would  make  in  numerous  instances,  on  . 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  individuals,  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  would  embitter 
the  general  comfort  and  security  of  life, 
particularly  among  the  lower  classes.  It 
was  always  a  question,  whether  the  good 
effects  of  a  law  were,  in  a  few  rare  in- 
stances, a  compensation  for  the  "general 
c(mstraint  imposed  by  it,  and  the  instances 
in  which  it  Would  operate  unjustly.  Nor 
was  it  true,  that  in  the  very  cases  that  would 
be  cited  on  behalf  of  the  present  bill,  the 
crime  would  go,  (or  at  least  need  go,)  un- 
punished, even  though  there  were  no  law 
specially  provided  for  the  purpose.  What 
would  lie  the  number  of  instances  for  ex- 
ample, in  which  the  animal  ill-treated,  was 
not  the  property  of  some  one,  who,  if  his 
zeal  for  humanity  was  what  the  calls  of 
many  for  this  bill  would  indicate,  might 
surely,  either  by  himself,  or  with  the  aid  of 
others,  inflict  ample  punishment  on  the 
offender,  on  the  score  of  pecuniary  injury  ? 
But  even  where  means  for  that  purpose 
could  not  be  had,  or  an  injury  of  that  de- 
scription could  not  be  pleaded,  the  niere 
publication  of  the  fact,  which  miffht  be  the 
work  of  any  one,  with  the  -steps  that  might 
be  taken  to  turn  upon  it  the  public  atten- 
tion and  indignation,  would  produce  !n  the 
end  consequences  as  severe  as  any  that  the 
case  reouired,  or  that  could  be  hoped  from 
a  law.  If  there  was  not  virtue  or  humanity  , 
enough  in  the  country  to  make  the  com-. 
mission  of  such  outrages  ruinous  to  t&e 
party  even  in  point  of  ^rtune  and  circum- 
stances, to  hunt  down  such  offenders  by  a 
general  exclusion  from  all  the  benefits  of 
intercourse,  and  by  marking  them  out  at 
objects  of  general  detestation,  it  might 
well  be  doubted,  what  the  effect  of  lair 
would  be>  and  whether  among  tho8«  wh* 

*  ^  y 
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he  should  care  very  little,  compared  with 
the  object  of  opposing  a  bill  so  objection- 
able, as  he  thought  this  to  be,  io  every 
view  in  which  it  could  be  contemplated, 
lie  should  have  no  fear  in  trusting  hw 
justification  to  tKc  reasons  he  had  al- 
ready given  (much  as  they  fell  short  of 
what  might  be  urged  upon  the  subject,  if 
he  was  not  unwilling  to  trespass  further  on 
the  attention  of  the  house).  But  what- 
ever had  been  wanting  on  his  part  would 
be  amply  supplied  by  an  admirable  paper 
in  one  of  the  hte  Volumes  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Review,  the  2{>th  he  believed,  in 
which  would  be  found  much  masterly  dis- 
cussion upon  this  subject,  considered  in  a 
point  of  view  in  which  he  had  abstained 
from  speaking  of  it,  namely,  in  ita  coo- 
nection  with  the  Society  for  the  Suppres- 
sion of  Vice.  As  well  with  a  view  to  that 
Society  as  to  the  present  subject,  and  to 
the  connection  between  the  two,  be  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  gentlemen  the 
perusal  of  the  paper. — He  should  now 
propose  X0  negative  the  motion  for  the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  Chair,  with  a  view  to 
moving  afterwards  that  the  Bill  be  com- 
mitted to  this  day  three  months. 

Mr.  Stephen  was  ready  to  do  justice  b> 
the  ingenuity  and  talents  of  the  right  hofi. 
gentleman,  but  begged,  when  he  talked  of 
the  humanity  claimed  by  others,  to  ask 
whether  that  right  hon«  gent,  and  those 
who  thought  with  him,  did  not  afiect  to  b« 
above  vulgar  prejudices  ?  He  denied,  that 
this  was  a  new  era,  as  had  been  stated,  la 
legislation,  because  humanity  had  ever  been 
a  characteristic  of  British  jurisprudence. 
It  was  the  duty  of  th£^  house  to  protect 
useful  animals  trom  wanton  and  raaticions 
cruelties ;  and  he  contended  that  if  any  of 
the  cases  alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
should  come  within  that  description,  the 
persons  concerned  would  be  within  the 
operation  of  the  act  The  bill  was  in- 
tended to  prevent  practices  specifically 
mentioned,  dnd  all  the  objections  of  the 
right  hon.  gent,  went  only  to  the  enact- 
ments of  the  bill,  and  might  be  removed 
in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Dcwies  Gidd^  had  hoped  that  the 
able  and  convicting  speech  of  the  right 
hun.  i^eiit.  o)jpo$ite,  would  have  produced 
an  unanimous  vote  against  the  bill  in  that 
house.  Wq  was  an  enemy  to  the  bill  on 
the  grounds  stated  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
as  well  as  because  it  did  not  dr^w  any 
definite  line  to  niat4(  the  offence;  and 
would  consequently  lead  to  arbitrary  de* 
cisions.  *  ■   ^   ' 


called  for  a  law,  there  was  not  more  of  a 
fondness  for  persecution,  and  lust  of  power, 
than  of  real  concern  for  the  interests  of 
humanity. 

It  must  at  all  events  be  more  by  man- 
ners than  by  laws  that  any  jzood  could  be 
done  upon  this  subject.  Animals  used  in 
the  service  of  man  were  left  unavoidably 
so  entirely  at  his  mercy,  were  exposed  so 
much  to  clandestine  mischief,  and  could 
so  little  make  known  their  own  injuries,  that 
it  would  always  be  a  question,  whether  an 
attempt  to  protect  them  with  vindictive 
justice,  would  not  subject  them  to  more  ill 
treatment  than  it  was  likely  to  guard  them' 
from.  If  manners  could  not  protect 
theni,  miserable  indeed  must  be  their  con- 
dition, in  spite  of  all  that  law  could  do  for 
thenu  It  was  not  possible,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  that  law  could  with  so  much  pre- 
cision define  the  duty  as  to  be  able  to 
ensure  the  performance,  of  it.  It  was  a 
duty  evidently  of  that  sort  which  are 
talied  imperfect  obligations;  of  which  the 
definition  is,  that  though  equally  binding 
in  conscience  with  other  duties,  they  are 
not  capable  of  being  inforced  by  law. 
They  must  in  consequence  be  left  to 
morals.  I/:t  them  bo  inculcated  upon 
that  footing  in  ever}^  possible  ^vay,  from 
the  pulpit,  from  the  press,  by  precept, 
t?y  exhortation,  by  example.  But  let  us 
not  'run  counter  to  the  nature  of  things, 
by  attwnipting,  what,  as  the  authors  them- 
selves of  the  bill  tell  us,  never  yet  was. 
attempted  ;  and  above  all  things  let  us 
not  bring  in  such  u  bill  as  tlie  present, 
wliich,  without  contributing  possibly  in 
the  v^^uiallest  decree  to  the  very  object  in 
view,  will  let  loose  the  most  dreadful 
scuuige  upon  the  lower  orders  of  the  peo- 
ple, will  commit  the  most  flagrant  injus- 
tice in  the  manner  in  which  the  bill  will 
be  executed,  and  constitute-  a  general 
charge  of  injustice  against  the  house,  such 
as  it  has  never  before  been  exposed  to,  and 
fmm  which  it  will  be  impossible  to  vin- 
dicate it. 

The  objections  to  the  bill  were  indeed 
so  numerous,  and  of  ^uch  a  nature,  that  he 
was  satisfied  it  would  never  have  passed,  so 
as  to  be  now  a  subject  of  discussion  in  this 
house,  if  those  who  were  really  adverse 
to  it  would  fairly  have  sto^d  by  their 
opinion,  and  had  not  been  awul  by  the 
apprehension,  that  in  opposing  a  bill,  in- 
troduced with  such  a  preamble,  they 
should  be  considered  as  the  abettors  of  cru- 
elty. He  had  no  doubt  that  such  would  Jbe 
the  charge  made  against  him.   But  tpr  that 
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Mr.  IVUberforce  felt  surprised  at  the  re- 
jection of  a  measure  coming  recoinmendej 
as  this  did  IVom  so  respectable  a  quarter, 
and  expressed  his  regret  that  such  distin- 
guished talents  should  be  employed  in  op- 
position to  it.  He  possessed  a  letter, 
which,  if  he  read>  he  was  sine  would 
create  in  the  breast  of  the  right  hon^gent., 
sentiments  congenial  to  bis  own.  If  the 
bill  had  been  more  general,  it  would  be 
argued  thiit  it  went  too  far,  and  now  that  it 
was  confined  to  distinct  ollences  it  nas 
said  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  By  raising 
the  estimation  of  the  animal  creation 
in  the  minds  of  the  ignorant,  this  bill 
would  create  a  sum  of  sensitive  happiness 
almost  impossible  to  calculate. 

Mr.  Franldand  thought  that  ^  bill  so 
novel  in  its  nature,  as  the  present  required 
more  time  for  its  due  consideration.  He 
did  not  credit  many  of  the  facts  which 
had  been  stated  and  called  for  e^'idence  to 
be  produced  at  the  bar.  He  then  mention- 
ed that  he  t^imself  saw  a  man  once  striking 
a  horse  on  the  head  with  the  butt  end  of 
his  whip,  in  a  manner  that  appeared  to 
him  most  cruel  and  brutal.  He  interfered; 
but  the  man,  with  a  most  good-humoured 
coiutlenance,  assdred  him  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  frighten  the  horse  by  striking 
him  on  the  head,  that  if  he  had  struck 
faim  with  the  small  end  of  the  whip,  it 
would  have  put  the  animal  to  greater  pain. 

Mr.  Jckyll  professed  himself  a  warm 
friend  to  the  bill,  which  was  founded  on 
moral  principle.  He  had  many  years 
since  considered  this  subject  of  cruelty  to 
animals,  togetherwith  his  noble  frend(lord 
Erskine)  the  mover  of  it. 

Sir  Robert  WUHams  mentioned  a  case, 
where  he  himself  had  met  a  man  beating 
and  spurring  bis  horse  most  cruelly,  and 
h^  threatened  to  take  him  before  a  magis- 
trate. The  man  defied  htm,  and  said  the 
horse  was  his  own,  and  he  would  treat«tHPi 
as  he  pleased. 

The  Cfumcdlor  qf  the  Excltequer  was  ready 
to  give  full  credil  to  the  intentions  of  the 
neble  mover  of  this  bill,  but'  thought  that 
it  was  a  subject  which  required  great  con- 
sideration. If  such  cases  as  that  stated 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  (Mr. 
Jekyll)  were  intended  to  be  included 
under  the  general  words  of  wantonly  and 
maliciously  abusins;  those  animals,  he 
could  not  readily  brmg  his  mind  to  assent 
to  it :  for  who  was  to  judge  exactly  of  the 
quantity  of  food  which  ought  to  be  given, 
or  of  the  quantity  of  punishment  or  of 
spurring  which  was  necessary  to  oblige  a 


horsq  to  make  the  exertion  that  was  necos- 
saiy  ?  Who  was  to  jodi^c  of  the  exertion 
that  was  necessary?  Suppose  the  man 
who  had  bten  met  by  the  hon.  baronet  was 
ri<liug  to,  get  a  physjpian  for  a  sick  wife, 
was  to  be  ui^de  liable  to  be  stopj)c*d  in  hi> 
journey,  and  taken  l>efore  a  mngistr^te,  if 
any  person  passing  thought  lie  beat  or 
spurred  his  horse  too  severely  ?  lie  thought 
that  it  would  be  much  safer  not  to  adopt  a 
measure  of  this  nature,  at  the  very  close  of 
the  session ;  and  that  if  the  noble,  lord  who 
had  been  so  long  considering  the  subject, 
had  not  made  hi^  bill  complete,  they 
might  w?il  despair  of  their  powers  of 
mending  it  with  so  little  time  for  conside- 
ration. 

Sir  Samuel  Romjliy  could  not  allow  that 
there  was  any  ll»ing  in  this  bill  so  vague 
and  indelinite  as  liaJ  been  stated  by  the 
right,  hon.  gent.  The  words  of  the  bill 
were  "  wantonly  and  maliciously  abusing/* 
These  were  not  words  of  vague  and  indi  - 
finite  signification,  but  such  as  magis- 
trates and.  juries  on  other  occasions  con- 
ceived sufficient  for  their  direction.  As 
to  the  quantity  of  punishment  or  severity, 
the  crime  was  entirely  iii  the  degree  of  it. 
Thus,  where  a  man  had  dominion  over  his 
fellow  creatures,  such  as  a  master  over  his 
apprentice,  or  a  father  over  his  child,  they 
could  never  be  accountable  for  that  ordi- 
nary severity,  which  may  be  necessary,  or 
be  conceived  to  be  necessary  .with  respect 
to  those  whom  it  was  their  duty  to  govern. 
There  was  no  one,  however,  would  say 
that  there  were  not  degrees  of  cruelty  \n 
the  exercise  of  this  power  which  our  laws 
very  properly  punished,  and  which  juries 
and  magistrates  did  not  find  it  diiBcult  to 
determine.  But  in  this  bill  the  words 
"  wantonly,  and  maliciously"  being  intro- 
duced, it  would  be  still  harder  for  the 
juries  to  mistakp  the  proper  line.  He  did 
not  see  how  there  could  be  any  doubt; 
and  he  thought  it  Would  be  a  strange  thing, 
indeed,  if  the  legislature  were  to  forbear 
from  making  laws,  merely  on  the  state- 
ment that  magistrates  and  juries  would  not 
understand  them,  and  would  determine  in 
a  manner  that  the  law  never  intended. 
This  was  also  supposing  magistrates  and 
juries  to  be  absolutely  void  of  common 
sense,  and  incapable  of  finding  out  what 
should  be  conceived  wanton  cruelty  to  an 
animal,  although  they  are  allowed  to  be 
perfectly  capable  of  judging  of  what  was 
unreasonable  cruelty  to  a  child,  or  an  ap- 
prentice. He  difi^red  very  much  with 
the  right  hon.  gent.,  (the  Chancellor  of 
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the  Exchequer)  in  his  opinion  of  the  case 
that  had  been  stated.     Could  any  body 
doubt,  iTut  that  if  a  man  were  to  bring  a 
number  of  horses,  or  any  other  sensitive 
animals,  and  keep   them  in  a    confined 
place,  famishing  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
prey  upon   each  other,  that   this  was  a 
wanton  and  malicious  ^buse  of  his  domi- 
nion over  those  animals?    (Hear,  hear! 
from  many  members.)    An  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Frankland)  had  expressed  some  doubts  of 
the  existence  of  this  cruelly ;  he  should 
therefore  cite  a  case  from  Leach's  Crown 
Law,  which  was  a  pretty  recent  one,  in 
confirmation  of  the  fact.     A  man  of  the 
name  of  John  Shaw  was  indicted  on  the 
black  act,  in  the  year   1798,  at  the  Old 
Bniley,  for  the  following  offence.      His 
master  had  refused  to  lend  him  a  particu- 
lar horse,  and  he  was  seen  shortly  after 
beating  that  horse  on  the  head  with  the 
butt-end  of  a  whip  which  he  held  in  one 
hand,  while  with  the  other  he  had  hold  of 
the  horse's  tongue.     The  horse  was  the 
same  day  found  dead  near  the  spot,  with 
the  tongue   almost  torn  firom    its   head. 
The  man  was  acquitted,  because  hitherto 
no  degree  of  cruelty  to  animals  could  be 
punished,  unless  it  was  proved  to  proceed 
from  express  malice  to  the  master.     There 
was  no  doubt  at  all  but  that  the  cruel  act 
which  he  mentioned   had  been  done,  hut 
hitherto  the  laws  with  respect  to  crnelty 
to  animals  only  referred  to  the  injury  of 
the  property  of  the  owners  of  them.  Tnerc 
was  another  point  of  view  in  wlioh  this 
bill  might  be  of  prreat  political  importiance. 
It  was  a»great  p'lblio  inti'irt  tlin-  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  shouM  not  be  deprived, 
and  it  wns  wf  11  kiiown  that  rr'-elty  to  ani- 
|iial<  c'onerally   hd   the  way  tqjTruel  y  to 
our  tch0W'Cr<*atures.     This  y^.i  well  de- 
scribed by  our  inimit..ble  artist  liogarth, 
who  traced  the  cruel  murdcrejMfrom  the 
early  tormentor  of  animals.     He  really  be- 
lieved this  bill  miarht  be  consdercd  in  a 
great  degree  as  a  bill  for  the  jjrevention  of 
cruel  murders. 

Mr.  Morris  defended  the  principle  of 
the  measure. 

Lord  Porchesler  declared  himself  friend- 
ly to  the  bill.  The  evil  whi<  h  it  went,  to 
correct  called  for  some  interposition,  and 
he  couW  see  no  force  in  the  objection  that 
it  came  not  within  a  legislative  remedy. 

•The  Solidior  General  expressed  an  anxi- 
ous desire  that  this  measure,  which  exact- 
ed a  new  penal  statute,  and  was  avowed  to 
be  an  asra  in  legislation,  should  be  delayed 
pntil  the  house  wpuld  be  enabled  to  view 


the  nature  and  extent  of  its  provisions  io 
their  respective  bearings. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  W.  Smith 
and  Mr.  Windham,  the  house  divided. 

For  going  into  the  Committee  40. — 
Against  it  'J7. 

The  house  then  went  into  the  Committee. 
— ^A*  conversation  of  considerable  length 
took  place,  on  the  point  whether  !tbe  of- 
fence should  or  should  not  be  deemed  a 
misdemeanor,  triable  before  a  jury.     Mr. 
D.  Giddy,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  Mr.  R.  Dundas  thought  it  unght 
not  to  t>e  such  a  misdemeanor,  but  that  at 
all  events  the  Committee  should  not  at  that 
timer  proceed  further.     Mr.  Windham  and 
Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  the  chairman  should 
report  progress.      Mr.   Stephen   thought 
the  clause  misht  stand,  by  adding  a  few 
words.     Mr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Morris  wers 
of  opinion  the  onence  should  be  a  misde- 
meanor.    Mr.  Lockhart  observed,  that  as 
so  much  diversity  of  opinion  prevailed  at 
that  late  hour,  he  thought  it  right  to  nnnre 
that  the  Committee  be  counted.     A  cry 
from  the  opposition  side  of  No  ;  No.     The 
Speaker  said,  that  as  an  hon.  member  had 
moved   that  the  house   be  counted — the 
rule  of  the  house  must  be  strictly  com- 
plied with;  and  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
the  chairman  of  a  Committee^  or  of  t|ie 
Speaker  in  the  chair  of  the  house,  to  pot 
any  other  question  after  that  motion  was 
made.     The  house  was  accordingly  count- 
ed, and  there  not  being  more  than  eighteen 
members  present,  the  house  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Thursday-  June  15. 

[Mr.  Curwen's  Reform  Bill.]  Upon 
the  order  of  the  day  being  read. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  spoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport : — My  lords,  1  rise  for  the 
purpose  ot  proposing  that  your  lordships 
should  go  into  a  committee  of  the  ^wbole 
house  upon  this  bill,  which  has  been  in- 
troduced for  the  presei-vation  of  purity  in 
election,  and  the  prevention  of  sales  of 
Seals  in  Parliament,  by  corrupt  iraific 
Before  I  proceed,  my  lords,  to  declare 
those  general  sentiments  which  induce  mp 
to  admit  the  propriety  of  this  measure,  and 
before  I  state  those  grounds,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  render  it  necessary,  and  before  I 
describe  what  the  bill  is,  I  shall,  in  the 
first  place,  pronounce  what  the  bill  is  not. 
This  measure  does  not  in  the  least  partake 
of  the  nature  of  what  has  been  denominat- 
ed Parliamentary  Reform^    It  does  not  in* 
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terfere  with,  or  profess  to  disturb,  parlta- 
roentary  representation.    There  is  no  per- 
son in  this  country,  w  ho  has  turned  his  at- 
tention to  that  species  of  reform,  who  has 
more  than  myself  considered  the  dange- 
rous consequences  of  such  a  system,  if 
carried  into  effect.      From  long,  delibe- 
rate and  mature  consideration,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  disfranchisement  of  the 
smallest  borough,  would  lead*  to  conse- 
quences of  a  most  pernicious  nature,  and 
would  eventually  destroy  the  constitution. 
But  the  bill  before  you  has  no  such  ten- 
dency to  interfere  with  the  representation 
of  the  people  ;  fojr  sorry  should  I  be  to  see 
that  system  altered — sorry  should  1  be  to 
see  the  representation  of  this  country  so 
changed,  that  the  ^whole  of  our  elections 
should  be  similar  to  those  of  Middlesex 
and  Westmiuster.      Look,  my  lords,  to 
those  elections,  and  you  will  perceive  the 
evil  of  such  a  representation!    Every  no- 
ble lord  who  now  hears  me  has  had  an  op- 
portunity there  of  observing  how  perjury, 
subornation- of  perjury,  and  all  the  vices 
which  are  consequent  thereon,  abound  on 
those  occasions,  and  tend  to  degrade  and 
disgrace  the   community.      Having  thus 
far,  my  lords,  applied  these  observations, 
for  the  purpose  of  shewing  what  the  bill 
is  not,  I  shall  now  state  what  I  conceive  io 
be  its  principle,  and  those  grounds  Upon 
which  I  consider  it  entitled  to  my  support. 
The  introduction  of  this  measuie  is  found- 
ed upon  the  existence  of  certain  abuses. 
It  has  been  acknowledged,  that  a  practice 
has  long  existed,  whereby  seats  in  parlia- 
ment have  been  sold  and  purchased.    This 
practice  has  long  been  known  to  exist; 
how  it  sprang  u|>,  I  believe  those  most 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  consti- 
tution would  End  it  difficult  to  determine  ; 
and    if  it    were    traced   back  to    more 
ancient  periods  of  our  parliament,  I  be- 
lieve it  would  be  equally  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain  its   commencement.       Most  proba- 
bly  it   had   its  origm   at  a   time   when 
it  was    exercised    to   a   very  small   ex- 
tent^  and    has   been    gradually   increas* 
ing  through  the  succession  of  later  pe- 
riods.    At  length  it  has  grown  to  such 
an  enormous  degree,  that  its  existence,  for 
the  first  time,  has  been  openly  declared 
and  avowed*  and  parliament  has  been  call* 
ed  upon  to  interpose  its  legislative  inter- 
ference.    Under  such  considerations,  my 
lords,  I   certainly  do  not  perceive  bow 
your  lordships  can  reject  goine  into  the 
committee.     It  may  be  alledged,  that  this 
16  an  offence  at,  commpn  law,  but  I  am 
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inclined  to  believe,  not  only  from  the  ex* 
ercise  of  my  own  judgment,  but  from  the 
opinion  which    greater   authorities  have 
pronounced  upon  the  subject,  that  such  a 
practice  is  not  ptmishable  at  common  law, 
but  supposing  it  be  doubtful  whether  the 
buying  and  selling  of  seats  in  parliament 
is  or  is  not  an  ofience  punishable  by  com- 
mon law,  yet,  my  lords,  I  cannot  hesitate 
a  moment  to  assert,  that,  according  to  all 
analogy  of  law,  and  according  to  the  true 
principles  of  the  constitution,  it  is  an  of-' 
fence  which  ought  to  be  punished.    Tiiere- 
fore,  parliament,  when  the  question  has 
once  been  brought  before  them,  is  bound 
to  give  their  decision.     They  must  deter- 
mine either  that  it  is  legal  or  fit;  to   be 
legal,  or  else  they  must  determine  it  is  il- 
legal, or  fit  to  be  made  illegal.     The  prac- 
tice being  once  acknowledged  and  avow- 
ed, parliament,  for  the  first  time,  are  called 
upon  to  declare  the  law^  and  if  it  has  not 
hitherto  extended   to  the   punishment  of 
this  offence,  your  lordships,  by  rejecting 
the  bill,  would,  for  the  first  time,  give  a 
sanction  to  its  legality.     Then,  my  lords, 
it  now  lies  for  your  consideration  to  pre- 
vent a  known  and  avowed  abuse ;  and  the 
analogy  of  law,  together   with  the  purei 
principles  of  the  constitution,  call  for  legis- 
lative interference.     The  law  has  imposed 
a  severe  penalty  on  the  man  who  receives 
five  guineas  for  his  vote,  and  yet  the  same 
law  has  imposed  no  punishment  upon  the 
man  who  receives  five  thousand  for  an  of- 
fence of  the  sSime  description.     With  re- 
spect, my  lords,  to  the  particular  provi- 
sions of  the  bill,  as  they  fall  more  appro- 
priately under  discussion  when  we  go  into 
the  committee,  I  shall  defer  my  observa- 
tions to  that  stage  of  our  proceedings. 
There  was  on  a  former  day  a  remark  made 
by  a  noble  earl  opposite  (Grosvenor),  that 
this  bill  has  completely  altered  its  shape 
from  what  it  was  in  its  original  state,  and 
that  the  principle  has  been  so  far  changed, 
that  it  can  no  longer  be  deemed  the  same 
bill  which  was  first  introduced  in  another 
place.     I  rejoice,  my  lords  the  bill  has 
undergone  those  alterations.     For,  in  its 
original  state  as  introduced  by  an   hon. 
member  (Mr.  Curwen),  who  unquestion- 
ably was  actuated  by  the  purd&t  motives,  it 
was  liable  to  very  serious  objection,  and 
upon  consideration  was  generally  admitted 
to  be  so  by  almost  every  man  in  the  house; 
and  even  that  hon.  gent,  with  his  usual 
candour,  gave  way  to  the  propriety  of  the 
objections.     That  every  abuse  ouffht  to  be 
remedied,  admits  of  no  doubt,  and  that  in- 
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fli]ence  corruptly  cxercided^  ought  to  be 
prevented,  we  all  agree  is  necestiary ;  and 
80  far  the  bill,  after  being  subjected  to  cer- 
tain alterations,  most  wisely  proTides ;  but 
I  never  can  admit  that  it  would  be  for  the 
interests  of  the  country  to  destroy  the  natu- 
ral preponderance  which  the  influence  of 
property  will  ever  preserve  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  people.  It  is  the  course 
.  of  things ;  and  make  twenty  bills  if  you 
please  against  it,  property  will  always 
possess  a  great  degree  of  influence ;  and 
when  you  have  made  laws  against  that 
influence  being  corruptly  exercised,  you 
will  have  done  all  in  your  power,  and  all 
that  is  necessary  and  beneficial,  for  the 
purity  of  the  constitution. 

Earl  Grostenor,   It  gives  me  great  satis- 
faction, my  lords,  that  the  noble  secretary 
deferred  the  discussion  of  this  bill  to  its 
present  stage  of  proceeding.     Thereby  an 
opportunity  has  been  aftbrded  for  a  fuller 
attendance  of  your  lordships ;    for  I    did 
not  think  it  perfectly  decorous,  nor  woald 
it  have  been  quite  decent,  that  such  an 
important  measure  should  have  been  de- 
bated  in  a  tbii)  faoase ;  besides,  another 
advantage   has  accrued — that  of  giving 
more  time  for  its  doe  consideration.     With 
regard  to  the  greater  part  of  the  noble  Se- 
cretary's speech,  I  most  readily  subscribe 
to  many  of  those  sentiments  Vrhich  have 
been  delivered,  but  there  are  parts  of  that 
speech,  containing  sentiments  to  which  I 
find  it  impossible  to  sabscribe.    It  has  been 
stated,  that  this  measure  dG%s  not  partake 
of  the  nature  of  reform,  as  generally  under- 
stood ;  but,  my  lords,  disguise  the  name  as 
you  please,  it  still  remains  the  same,  and  is 
really  a  species  of  reform.     Neither,  my 
lords,  is  it  less  deserving  of  oer  approba- 
tion; because,  if 'abuses  are  admitted  and 
ATowed,  it  is  om*  duty  to  redress  them. 
Glad  should  I  have  been,  if  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  had  been  in  unison  with  its 
title,  which  certamry  recommends  itself  to 
oor  approbation  and  respect.    Still,  what- 
ever the  measure  may  be  called,  and  how- 
ever deficient  in  its  extent,  it  is  $  part  of 
that  system  of  reform,  which  I  rejoice  has 
some  time  commenced,  and  which,  for  the 
interests  of  the  nation,   is  not  likely  to 
cease.     The  first  step  in  tliis  progressive 
reformation  of  abuse  began  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  bill  fov  the  prevention  of 
granting    certain   PUces    m    Reversion, 
which,  though  not  at  that  time,  was  ulti- 
mately successful.     The  bill  which  lately 
passed  for  pteVenting  the  Sale  of  Offices 
was  afAotbcr  ifteasure  for  the  reform  of 


abuses,  and  would  have  been  entitled  to 
my  hearty  approbation,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  certain  exceptions,  which  incurred  my 
dissent*     It  baa  also  been  publicly  known, 
that  other  abuses  have  lately  existed,  and 
the  present  bill  was  introduced   for   the 
purpose  of  extending  that  principle,  which 
parliament  have  already  recognized  in  tbe 
two  measures  which  preceded  it.      But, 
my  lords,  under  whatever  name  it  may  be 
disguised,  I  sec,  with  joy,  that  it  is  a  part 
of  that  system  of  .reform  which  has  com- 
menced, and  which,  ibr  the  good  of  the 
country  and  the  preservation  of  tlie  con- 
stitution, will  not,  and  ought  not  to  ceaae. 
There  is  another  observation  made  by  the 
noble  Secretary,  with  which  I  cannot  ac- 
cord ;  I  consider  myself  bound  to  look  at 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  before  I  can  ac- 
cede to  the  propriety  of  going  into   the 
committee.  For  with  whatever  pleasure  I 
peruse  the  title  and  preamble,  I  feel  consi- 
derably disappointed  in  directing  my  atten- 
tion to  the  provisions.  That  part  of  the  bill 
which  is  intended  to  prevent  the  disposal 
of  seats  in  parliament,  for  money,  meets 
with  so  much   of  my  approbation,  as  to 
raise  in  my  mind  more  astonishment  at 
the  clause  which  relates  to  corrupt  influ- 
ence, exercised  through  the  disposal   of 
offices.     No  man  can  doubt  but  Ine  iitflii- 
ence,  exercised  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
the  one  case,  is  equally  corrupt  with  that' 
exercised  in  the  oth^r.     But  the  bill  be- 
fore your  lordships  leaves  the  patronage- 
of  the  crown  uns^ected,  and  his  majesty's 
ministers,  while  they  are  anxious  to  abro- 
gate corrupt  influedce  by  money,  learre 
their  own  influence  a  greater  latitude  of 
being  corruptly  exercised.     When,  my 
lords,  1  look  at  this  gilded  title  and  enbki* 
zoned  preamble,  with  wfakh  it  is  intended 
to  deceive  us,  and  consider  how  much  they 
are  at  variance  with  the  provisions  which 
are  presented  as  the  means  of  accomplish- 
ing the  object,  it  reminds  me  of  some  of 
those  romances  or  novels  of  the  present 
day,  which    are  printed  on  fine  paper, 
Ixmnd  in  beautiful  red  morocco,  and  ele- 
gantly gilt,  yet  within  contain  principles 
of  a  most  pernicious  nature,  subversive   of 
good  morab  aAd  destructive    to  rnrtQe. 
This,  my  lords,  I  consider  a  Tery  appro- 

{>riate  description  of  the  bill  upon  your 
ordship's  table.  It  pretends  to  remedy 
ahuse  m  one  instance,  and  proceeds  to 
samition  it  in  another.  His  majesty's 
ministers  have  altered  the  measure  com- 
pletely firora  what  it  was  originally,  and, 
under  colour  of  so  plausible  a  title,  now 
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requiring  that  it  should  be  disposed  of 
to  the  best  advantage  ?  Whvt  my;  lords, 
in  that  case  the  ivoble  and  learned  lord 
would,  in  his  high  official  situation,  be 
bound  to  consider,  not  whether  a  seat  in 
parliament  were  disposed  of  to  an  able 
and  virtuous  character,  but  whether  it  were 
disposed  of  to  the  greatest  possible  pecu- 
niary advantage  ?  My  lords,  the  common 
law  has  not  sanctioned  any  such -corrupt 
practices ;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  in  all  its 
principles,  declared  the  same  to  be  illegal. 
Still,  there  is  no  provision  adequate  to  the 
prevention  of  so  great  an  abuse,  -and  when 
that  abuse  is  admitted  and  avowed  to  exist 
it  is  necessary  to  remedy  it  by  some  legisla- 
tive interference.  Not  only,  my  lords,  do 
I  consider  the  abuses  to  which  this  prac- 
tice has  led,  but  I  am  bound  to  reflect 
upon  those  to  which  it  may  be  applied. 
It  has  sometimes  probably  happened, 
that  some  of  the  most  enlightened,  able, 
and  virtuous  men,  have  sought  this  mode, 
in  preference  to  all  others  of  obtaining  a 
seat  in  parliament.  They  have  sought 
with  anxiety  a  place  in  the  great  and  ho- 
nourable assembly  of  the  legislature,  and 
having  acquired  it  by  these  means,  have 
gloried  in  the  patriotic  and  disinterested 
exertions  of  their  talents,  without  fear  of 
being  controuled,  while  they  were  con- 
scientiously serving  the  caiKe  of  their 
country.  But  although  such  may  have 
been  some  of  the  consequences  of  this 
system  of  influence,  yet  we  are  bound  to 
consider  it  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
the  English  constitution  ;  and  as  legisla« 
tors,  our  duty  directs  us  to  inquire  to  what 
improper  and  base  purposes  such  corrupt 
influence  is  capable  of  being  applied.  If 
we  consider  the  laws  which  nave  been 
thought  expedient  to  prevent  corruption 
in  the  electors,  we  shall  see  that  a  man  is 
punishable  for  giving  five  guineas  for  the 
purpose  of  influencing  a  vote,  and  that 
the  disposal  of  a  seat  in  parliament,  for 
five  thousand  pounds,  is  left  without  any 
legislative  measure  for  its  prevention. 
What  is  this,  my'lords-,  but  a  prohibition 
of  corruption  by  retail,  and  an  encou- 
ragement of  it  by  wholesale  ?  I  certainly 
agree  with  what  was  stated  by  the  noble 
earl  who  spoke  last,  that,  in  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill,  considerable  alteration 
has  been  made,  and,  in  the  second  part  of 
it,  which  regards  corrupt  influence,  arising 
from  offices,  all  the  efl^tive  terms  of  the 
former  part  have  been  omitted,  and  by 
the  admission  of  the  word  "  express,"  the 
whole  provision  has  been  deprived  of  its 


attempt  to  deceive  the  nation.  But,  J 
trust,  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  we 
shall  witness  a  temperate  reform  of  every 
abuse,  and  a  gradual  completion  of  what 
has  fortunately  commenced.  But  unfor- 
tunately for  the  government  and  the 
country,  the  pcesent  bill,  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  word  "  express'*  has  trans- 
ferred the  power  of  corruplion  to  hk  ma- 
jesty's ministers,  to  be  exercised  by  them 
without  controul.  On  this  account,  the 
bill  must  incur  my  opposition.  They 
may  suppose  they  have  deceived  the  peo- 
ple, but  they  will  eventually  find  they 
have  deceived  themselves.  They  may 
rejoice  they  have  outwitted  the  hon.  gent, 
who  introduced  the  measure,  and  have 
tripped  up  his  heels;  but  let  them  recol- 
lect they  will  i>ot  outwit  the  nation,  nor 
trip  up  the  heels  of  the  country. 

Viscount  Sidmouth; — My  lords,  every 
one  must  bear  testimony  to  the  honest 
motives  and  sincerity  with  which  the  no- 
ble lord,  who  has  just  sat  down,  has  in- 
variably declared  his  sentiments,  as  an  in- 
dependent peer  of  parliament.  As  much 
as  I  am  disposed  in  general  to  concur  with 
the  opinions  of  my  noble  friend,  there 
cannot  be  the  same  unanimity  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  Ik  has  been  stated  by  the 
noble  Secretary,  that,  for  the  first  time,  it 
has  been  acknowledged  and  avowed  in 
parliament,  that  abuses,  such  as  those 
which  the  bill  professes  to  remedy,  do  ac- 
tually exists  It  has  also,  my  lords,  been 
stated,  that  considerable  doubt  remains 
upon  this  subject ;  and  the  noble  Secre- 
tary referred  to  other  authorities  than  bis 
own,  though  his  own  roust  be  allowed  to 
be  of  considerable  weight,  to  prove  that 
the  selling  and  purcbasuig  seats  in  parlia- 
ment fall  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
common  law ;  and,  if  so,  I  do  think  we 
are  now  called  upon,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  to  declare  what  the  law  is  as  it 
efiects  the  present  question.  By  rejecting 
the  bill  before  you,  my  lords,  we  should 
indirectly  sanction  this  corrupt  practice, 
and  assent  to  its  legality.  Still,  as  the 
common  law  now  stands,  I  would  appeal 
to  my  noble  and  learned  friend  on  the 
Woolsack,  whether,  as  the  guardian  of 
the  property  of  others,  he  himself,  or 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  or  any  of  the 
Masters  in  Chancery,  would  consider  any 
influence  attached  to  properly  belonging 
to  a  minor,  or  other  person  under  the  noble 
and  learned  lord's  care,  as  a  species  of  in- 
terest, legally  accountable  for  in  the  hands 
&f  those  who  exercised  it,   and,  as  such. 
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salutary  consequences  ;  neither  does  it 
in  any  way  correspond  with  the  ex- 
pectation necessarily  arising  out  of  its  ad- 
mirable title  and  preamble.  There  are 
sentiments  expresseu  in  the  preamble,  which 
furnish  good  ground  for  a  more  noble  su- 
perstructure. On  that  account,  more  than 
any  other,  it  meets  with  my  approbation  ; 
and  nothing  would  induce  me  to  accede 
to  the  least  alteration  in  that  part  of 
the  bill.  Those  sentiments  will  pass 
into  a  statute,  and  become  a  part  of  the 
law  of  the  land,  from  whence  they  never 
can  be  expunged;  I  am  ready  to  admit, 
that  the  bill  will  do  a  great  deal,  but  it 
does  not  do  enough :  and  I  would  submit 
lo  your  lordships'  consideration,  how  much 
more  easy  it  will  be  to  malce  the  measure 
more  efficient,  than  it  will  be  to  intro- 
duce another  bill  to  amend  this  under  the 
present  discussion  ?  One  word  on  the 
subject  of  Reform :  It  is  in  my  opinion, 
very  fit,  that  the  monied  interest  should 
partake  in  the  representation,  and  that 
all  the  variety  of  interests  should,  have 
their  due  share  in  the  legislature. 

The  Earl  of  Cary^t  in  very  strong  and 
forcible  terms,  expressed  his  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

Lord  Boringdon  defended  the  bill,  and 
contended  that  if  the  word  "  express"  had 
not  been  introduced,  it  would  have  been 
scarcely  possible  to  make  even  the  most 
hinocent  use  of  the  patronage  of  the  crown, 
and  it  might  even  have  happened  under 
the  bill,  as  it  would  then  have  stood,  that 
persons  might  have  been  called  upon  to 
prove  a  nesrative* 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  commented  upon 
^veral  parts  of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of 
shewing  the  futility  of  its  enactments  as 
they  now  stood,  particularly  wilh  respect 
to  one  of  its  professed  objects,  that  of  pre- 
venting the  abuse  of  the  patronage  of  the 
crown.  There  was  not  near  the  same 
moral  guilt  in  trafficking  seats  for  money, 
as  in  trafficking  for  them  the  patronage  of 
the  crown^  and  yet  the  difference  in  the 
enactments  with  respect  to  the  two  ob- 
jects, was  peculiarly  marked.  In  the 
former  case  broad  and  general  words  were 
used,  but  in  the  latter,  by  inserting  the 
word  '*  express''  it  was  scarcely  possible 
that  they  could  reach  any  case  of  abuse, 
unless  where  the  parties  were  insane  enough 
to  make  an  express  agreement 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  also  condemned  the 
bill  as  now  worded,  and  contended  that  it 
was  a  mere  trick  and  deception  on  the 
country. 


The  Earl  of  Buckingluimshirc  thought, 
that  by  enacting  the  principle  of  thi^  bill, 
and  recording  it  on  the  statute  book,  the 
best  answer  would  be  given  to  the  violent 
refuroiers,  as  it  would  siiew  that  an  abuse 
was  no  sooner  discovered  than  a  remedy 
was  applied  ;  -end  it  was  remarkable  that 
those  who  were  loudest  in  calling  for  re- 
form, seemed  to  consider  the  measure  in 
this  point  of  vieiv,  as  they  opposed  it  the 
moment  it  was  introduced.  He  could  have 
wished  that  it  had  been  rendered  more 
efficient ;  but  he  thought  it  of  great  im- 
portance to  enact  the  principle,  and  from 
that  other  enactments  might  follow. 

Lord  Midgrave  contended,  that  there  was 
a  clear  distinction  between  trafficking  seats 
for  money  and  using  the  patronage  of  the 
crown';  it  being  in  the  former  case  en- 
tirely gratuitous,  whilst  in  the  latter  the 
patronage  might  be  used  with  innocent 
and  honourable  motives,  although  iu  its 
effect  it  might  have  an  influence  in  pro- 
curing a  return.  It  was  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  guard  against  rendering  criminal 
the  innocent  use  of  patronage ;  and  were 
it  not  for  the  insertion  of  the  word  "  ex- 
press," it  would  scarcely  be  possible  to  use 
that  patronage  in  any  way  without  beinff 
liable  to  the  charge  of  making  an  impUra 
agreement  with  respect  to  some  election. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  Committee. 

Earl  Grosvenor  after  a  few  observations, 
moved,  '  1  hat  the  word  '  express,'  should 
be  omitted.' 

The  Lord  Chancdlor  opposed  the  mo- 
tion ;  he  said  that  if  the  implication  was 
triable  at  common  law,  the  bill,  even  as  it 
stood,  would  add  to  the  punishments ;  if 
it  was  not,  it  would  create  punishment  to 
meet  the  offence.  With  respect  to  the 
Question  of  parliamentary  reform,  his  lord* 
ship  expressed  himself  decidedly  against 
the  measure.  He  stated,  that,  having 
come  into  parliament  in  the  yeai*  1783, 
and  being  attached  to  the  politics  of  a 
great  roan,  now  no  more,  he  was  not  in- 
clined even  to  go  along  with  that  great 
character  in  the  support  of  such  a  doctrine. 

The  house  then  divided — 

Contents 9 

'    Non-Contents 2S 

Majority  in  favour  of  the  word 
«*  expresll*' — H 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thurtday,  June  1 5. 
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[Sir  Francis  Bubdett's  Plan  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform.]  Sir  Francis Jiurdett 
rose  and  spoke  as  follows  : 

Sir ;  I  rbe  tooffer  to  the  attention  of  the 
house  a  Plan  of  Reform,  not  for  its  imme- 
diate adoption,  but  for  its  future  consider- 
ation— to  state  my  opinion  to  the  house, 
and  the  public,  upon  this  subject,  and  to 

f propose  to  the  house  to  come  to  a  Reso- 
ution  (according  to  a  frequent  custom  at 
the  close  of  a  session),  the  object  of  which 
is,  to  hokl  out  an  assurance  to  the  country, 
that  the  house  will,  at, an  early  period  m 
the  next  session,  take  into  its  considera- 
tion the  necessity  of  a  Reform  in  the  State 
of  the  Representation. 

This  course  I  am  urged,  amongst  other 
reasons,  to  adopt,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
the  misrepresents^tion  (unintentional  I  am 
willing  to  believe)  which  has  been  so  long^, 
and  so  actively  propagated,  with  regard  to 
my^iews  and  opinions  on  this  momentous 
point:  the  mischievous  tendency  of  which 
misrepresentations,  as  affecting  myself  per- 
sonally, wC»uld  alone  have  very  little  in- 
fluence jjpon  my  mind ;  but  it  has  much, 
combined  with  the  public  interest.  As 
involved  in  this  most  essential  question,  I 
therefore  feel  it  a  duty  to  myself  and  the 
public  to  relieve  this  subject  from  all  mis- 
representation, ambiguity,  and  miscon- 
ception ;  and  in  now  proposing  for  dis- 
cussion, but  not  for  immediate  adoption, 
the  outline  qf  a  specific  Plan,  I  am  answer- 
ing those  repeated  calls  which  have  been 
made  upon  me  in  this  house,  to  state  to 
this  house,  and  to  the  public,  definitely 
and  precisely,  what  my  views  are  upon 
the  subject  (perpetually  aeiiated)  of  Par- 
liamentary Reform,  that  henceforward  it 
may  be  fully  and  clearly  understood,  how 
far  1  do  really  mean  to  go,  and  at  what 
point  I  mean  to  stop. 

This  is  a  subject  which  has  long  en- 
gaged, my  most  anxious  attention;  and 
though  I  very  early  stated  my  opinion 
respecting  it,  that  opinion  was  not  thought- 
lessly formed,  or  rashly  hazarded ;  but 
after  the  most  diligent  inquiry,  and  minute 
investigation.  If  I  did  not  then  offer  it 
to  the  public  attention  without  due  re- 
flection, still  less  did  it  originate  in  those 
views  and  mischievous  motives,  to  which 
it  has  been  falsely  ascribed — a  desire  to 
excite  discontent,  and  to  agitate  the  pub- 
lic mind  by  exaggerated  statements  of 
undefined  grievances,  beyond  the  reach 
of  practical  constitutional  redress.  1  am 
ready  to  admit,  if  such  were  the  case,  that 
my  conduct  would  be  as  culpable  as  those 
Voi..'XIV. 


who  most  misrepresent  it,  would  wish  it 
to  be  considered ;  and  1  am  willing  to 
confess,  that  to  excite  discontent  in  the 
public  mind  by  fixing  its  eye  upon  neces- 
sary and  unavoidable  evils,  beyond  the 
power  of  remedy,  would  be  as  exception- 
able and  dishonest  a  proceeding,  as  to  mis* 
lead  them  from  their  true  remedy,  and 
obstinately  to  withhold  that  easy  redress 
which  the  Constitution  so  clearly  pointg 
out,  and  so  amply  aflbrds. 

In  this  case,  I  shall  cautiously  abstain 
fi'om  any  exaggeration  of  public  grievance, 
or  any  expression  calculated  to  excite  in 
any  gentlemen,  or  set  of  gentlemen,  the 
slightest  irritation,  or  asperity  of  feeling; 
it  being  my  wish,  that  the  question  should 
stand  on  its  own  merits,  that  it  should  be 
coolly  and  candidly  considered,  and  that  it 
should  be  the  subject,  not  of  angry  con- 
tention, but  of  fair  discussion.  Atthe  same 
time,  there  are  some  doctrines  and  opi- 
nions which  have  been  recently  promul- 
gated in  this  house,  of  so  misleading  and 
mischievous  a  tendency,  that  I  cannot  al- 
low myself  to  pass  them  over  altogether 
without  some  animadvei-sion. 

The  course  I  have  prescribed  for"  my- 
self is  to  state  the  Evils  arising  out  of  the 
defective  state  of  the  Representation ,  and 
then  to  point  out  the  Remedy,  which  is 
simple,  and  perfectly  practicable,  not  only 
consistent  with4he  habits  and  interests  6f 
the  people,  and  in  unison  with  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  the  country,  but.  is  (as  . 
I  think  I  can  shew)  the  Comtuution  use^t  • 
— Let  others  deal  in  whimsical  specula- 
tions, in  undefined  mysterious  notions  of  a 
Constitution,  which  eludes  the  grasp,  and 
soars  above  the  conception  of  ordinary 
minds,  let  them  amuse  themselres  with  in- 
tricate theories  and  fine-spun  metaphysics, 
whilst  f  shall  hold  fast  by  that  plain  and 
substantial  Constitution,  adapted  to  the 
contemplation  of  common  understandings, 
to  be  found  in  the  Statute  Book,  and  recf^' 
nized  by  the  Coimnon  Law  qfthc  Land. — If 
it  can  be  shown  that  the  principles  on 
which  I  proceed  are  erroneous,  unconsti- 
tutional, and  inconsistent  with  the  ancient, 
fundamental  laws  of  England,  1  t^hall  stand 
corrected,  and  willingly  abandon  my  pro- 
position ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  I  shall 
be  abje  to  demonstrate,  that  toe  present 
system  is  the  creature  of  innovation,  and 
a^  departure  from  the  old,  established,  u»- 
repealed  laws  of  the  country,  and  that  a 
recurrence  to  the  practice  of  tliese  laws,  i* 
an  easy  and  adequate  remedy  for  th«  evil, 
though  I  may  not  indulge  a  hope  of  th« 
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cancurrcnce  of  this  house,  yet  I  may  hope- 
fur  the  approbation  of  the  public,  and,  at 
all  events,  I  shall  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  I  have  |)erformed  an  essen- 
tial duty,  both  to  the  people  and  myself, 
in  bringing  forward  the  present  inquiry. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  coiisi\leration  of 
the  subject  more  immediately  before  the 
house,  I  think  proper  to  make  some  re- 
marks, upon  those  very  extraordinary  doc- 
trines to  which  1  have  before  alluded. 1 

It  has  been  asserted,  that  Corruption  isnot 
odly  a  part  of  our  Constitution — that  it  was 
not  only  necessary  and  to  be  toler4:kted, 
but  (as  It  should  seem)  that  the  Coobtltu- 
tion  was  to  be  tolerated  for  the  sake  of  the 
Corruption.  We  have  heard  it  seriously  al- 
ledged,  that  without  the  auxiliary  of  Cor- 
ruption in  this  house  the  Constttutiim 
would  be  insecure,  that  the  Government 
could  not  be  carried  on.  It  has  been  de- 
scribed as  "  CTOwing  with  our  growth,  and 
"strengthening  with  our  strength:*^  it 
had  been  more  consolatory  to  have  been 
informed,  that  it  decayed  with  our  decay 
and  diminished  with  our  decrease.  One 
can  hardly  conceive  a  more  unhappy  quo- 
tation for  the  purposes  of  those  who  have 
made  the  allusion.,  What  is  it  the  poet 
speaks  of,  when  he  says  it 

"  Grows  with  our  growth,  and  strengtheos  with  our 
strength  }**, 

It  is  'a  state  of  disease  necessarily  termina- 
ting in  final  dissolution. 

**  The  young  drt€mse,mh\ch  must  subdue  at  length 
"  Grows  with  our  growth,  and  strengthens  with  our 
strength.** 

It  applies  strongly,  indeed,  in  favour  of 
-  those  who  call  for  some  Remedy  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  destruction,  for  some  sti- 
mulus to  re-invigorate  the  Constitution  and 
save  it  ft-om  decay,  by  extirpating  ^he  vile 
and  loathsome  canker  of  Corruption,  which 
preying  upon  the  vitals,  palsies  the  ener- 
gies, and  consumes  the  substance,  of  the* 
country. — The  vai-ious'and  contradictory 
arguments  by  which  this  Corruption  has 
been  attempted  to  be  defended  ch?^llenge 
particular  observation :  at  one  time  it  has 
been  alledged  to  be  so  trifling  as  to  be 
unworthy  of  our  nptice,  it  is  represented 
then  as  ""mere  cheese-parings  and.  c:uidle- 
f^  ends."  It  may,  however,  l^e  worth  re- 
mafkinc  (by  the  bye)  an  old  English  pro- 
verb to  be  found  in  Ray's  Collection,  which 
says  "  all  the  King's  cheese  goes  in  par- 
ings," and  if  a  cheese  is  cut  straight 
through  the  middle  it  is  all  parings  ; 
whilst  at  other  time  these  cheese-parings  a»- 
•ome  a  shape  so  formidabU  as  to  render 


any  attempt  to  dimitiish  them  fruitless  and 
unavail'mg  ;  so  that,  inconsistent  in  argu- 
ment, consistent  in  principle,  the  defieiiders 
oi^  Corruption,  as  it  suits  iheir  puqiose,  ei- 
ther represent  ita«  apifauy  beneath  notice, 
or  a  giant  not  to  be  contended  with  :  from, 
which  alternate  modea  of  defence  we  ar« 
forced  to  infer,  that  in  the  minds  of  some 
gentlemen,  Corru])tioii,  be  it  small  or  be  it 
great,  is  not  only  not  to  be  checked  or  con- 
trouled,  but  to  be  fostered  and  encouraged. 
We  are  to  hug  our  disease,  and  doat  on  dis- 
solution :  Kutso  very  opposite  is  nay  iJea 
upon  this  subject,  that  1  say,  be  Corruption 
small  or  great,  let  it  assume  what  form  or 
shape  it  may,  it  is  an  intolerable  evil  ; 
in  the  first  stage  of  it  I  would  have 
said,  "  Principiis  obsta:*'  at  our  high  tide  of 
it  I  will  exclaim,  "  Nt  plm  ukta,"  that 
delay  is  death.  The  question  now  is.  How 
tlie  career  of  this  Destroyer  is  to  be  ar- 
rested ?  In  my  opinion  there  is- no  way  of 
doing  this  with  efiect,  but  a  Rtf<mrm  qf  this  ^ 
Hqiuc. 

Another  doctrine  equally  lAischl^vous  as 
the  former,  which  it  was  tritimphantly 
said  no  human  creature  could  contradict, 
was  that  of  all  men  acting  from  MixtdJUfo* 
lives.  This  may  be  a  convenient  doctrine 
for  public  men,  but,  I  trust,  will  appear  as 
unfounded  iind  indefensible  as  the  argu- 
ments just  alluded  to  in  support  of  Corrup- 
,tion,  either  on  account  of  its  supposed  in- 
significance or  real  magnitude :  its  object 
and  bearing  is,  in  fact,  to  cut  up  all  moral- 
ity by  the  very  roots ;  there  could  be  no 
rational  ground  for  confidence  or  esteettf, 
were  such  a  doctrine  once  admitted  ;  if 
all  inen  are  supposed  to  act  from  Mixed 
Motives,  how  can  any  man's  character  be 
known  ?  How  ascertain  the  proportion 
(upon  which  all  depends)  of  good  and  bad 
in  the  mixture  ?  How  discover  from  .what 
motive  any  action  springy,  or  whether  to 
be  attributed  to  it  praise  or  censure  ?— ^ 
From  the  confidence  and  boldness  with 
which  this  extraordinary  doctrine  has 
been  advanced,  it  may  seem  hazardous  to 
risk  a  refutation  of  it ;  1  shall  nevertheless 
attempt  to  shew  that  the  res^erse  is  the  fact, 
and  that,  so^far  from  men  acting  generally 
from  mixed  motives,  ^ey  never  act  so  at 
all  ;  and  however  metaphysical  may  be 
the  notions  of  some  gentlemen,  I  defy 
them",  with  all  their  refinement  and  sab- 
tlety,  to  produce  a  mixture  of  motives  in 
their  own'minds.  Motives  are  as  impos- 
sible to  mix  as  parallel  lines  to  meet; 
Many  motives,  it  is  true,  may  concur  to 
impel  a  man  U>  cue  act,  as  many  roads 
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naay  lead  to  one  town  ;  many  rivers  direct 
their  couises  to  one  lea,  bat  they  are  not 
on  that  account  mixed.  Avarice,  ambi- 
tion, love  of  country,  may  conduce  to  one 
end ;  though  one  of  these  passions  may  pre- 
dominate, the  motives  remain  unmixed  ; 
but  when  put  in  opposition  one  -to  the 
other,  the  impossibility  of  mixing  them 
becomes  apparent,  the  strongest  motive 
overcomes  the  rest. — ^The  position  is 
quite  unpbiiosophica),  and  the  idea  of 
mixed  motives  altogether  absurd.  Surely, 
no  one  will  call  in  question  the  doctrine  of 
a  ruling  passion,  strong  even  in  death,  to 
which  we  see  and  daily  hear  of  men  ofter- 
ing  themselves  up  willing  victims.  As 
our  senses,  though  they  may  be  aftected  all 
together,  are  still  distinct;  in  like  manner 
our  minds,  thoHgh  they  may  be  affected 
atone  and  the  same  tiiiie  by  more  motives 
than  one,  yet  do  they  remain  unmixed. 
But  there  may  be  a  great  convenience  in 
adopting  this  doctrine  of  Mixed  Motives, 
similar  to  that  experienced  some  time  since 
in  keeping  mixed  accounts  ;  such  mixture 
serving  to  create  confusion  and  avert  de- 
tection. I  defy  any  man,  however,  to 
shew  that  such  a  doctrine  is  reconcile* 
nble  cither  with  morality  or  logic. 

There  is  one  other  doctrine,*  which 
cannot  be  passed  over  without  animadver- 
sion, equally  dangerous,  in  my  mind,  with 
tl^e  foregoing  ones.  It  has  been  held^  that 
whilst  thefornts  of  the  Constitution  remain- 
ed there  was  something  so  excellent  in 
the  meie  fonns,  that  not  only  was  the  pos- 
session of  them  of  the  highest  value,  but 
a  hope  was  thereby  justified  of  an  ame- 
lioration of  the  state  of  the  country.  My 
opinion  is  directly  the  reverse  of  this,  in 
w^ich  I  am  supported  by  the  authority 
of  the  greatest  historians  and  writers  upon 
political  subjects;  who  have  uniformly  laid 
It  down,  that  of  all  tyrannies  a  legislative 
tyranny  exercised  under  the  forms  of  a  free 
government,  is  the  most  tremeddous  and 
fatal ;  because  without  hope  of  remedy. 

Tacitus,  whose  penetration  and  ability 
will  not  be  disputed,  depicting  the  melan- 
choly condition  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
under  that  relentless  tyrant  Tiberius,  de- . 
scribes  it  as  most  deplorable,  not  only  on 
account  of  flagitious  acts  proceeding  from 
hypocrisy  and  despotism  united,  but  still 
more  so  on  account  of  its  hopeless  condi- 
tion, whilst  under  the  mask  of  freedom, 
imcontroulable  power  was  exercised,  be- 
cause that  cruel  tyranny  was  carried  on 
under  the  farms  cf  tltc  ancient  constituiion. 
There  wai  still  a  Senate  debuting,  Con- 


suls appointed,  and  tribunes  of  the  people, 
and  all  tfie  Forms  of  the  ancient  republic 
studiously  preserved ;  and  by  bow  much 
the  more  those  forms  served  as  a  c'loke  to 
hide  the  odious  features  of  despotic  power, 
by  so  much  the  more  was  it  terrible,  irresist- 
ible and  severe:  " Qnanioque majorey*  says 
Tacitus,  *'  libertatis  imagine  i^ehantur,  tanto^ 
*^irntpiura  ad  infquim  servitiwn;**   there-^ 
fore,  1  am  not  all  disposed  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  forms,  when  the  spirit  and  essence 
of  the  Constitution   have  fled. — We  have 
been  reminded  of  the  old  fable  of  the  Stag 
and  the  Horse,  introduced  with  the  view,  as 
it  should   ^eem,  of  warning  the  people 
against  throwing  themselves  into  the  arms 
of  one  power,  in  order  to  avoid  falling  Int« 
those  of  another.     The  application  of  thii 
fable  could  not  bc»  mistaken ;  it  meant,  that 
the  People  should  not  seekto  ally  themselves 
with  the  Crown,  in  order  to  rid  thcjnselvei 
of  the   grievance   of  a  corrupt  House  of 
Commons.    To  that  warning  1  cannot  lend 
an  ear,  having  no  dread  of  the  Prerogative 
of  the  Crown;  which  I  know  forms  part  of 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  is  material  and  ne- 
cessary to  maintain  the  Constitution,     ilfy 
only  apprehension  isjrom  the  usurpation  qfthe 
legitimate  Prerogative,  by  the  Borough  Monger 
Faction,  and  the  consequent  abuse  qf  it  by  the 
agents  of  that  Faction ;  untruly  stUing  them^ 
selves  Ministers  of  tlte  King,  Servants  qf  the 
Crown,  through  tlte  medium  qf  thjs  House  false- 
ly denominating  itself  the  Representative  qf 
the  PeopU.'^My  desire,  therefore,  is  to  erect 
a   barrier    against    such    usurpation  and 
abuse,  by  a  restoration  of  the  fair  balance 
of  the  Constitution,  by  giving  to   each  . 
branch  its  lawful  right :  thus  providing  at 
once  for  the  defence  of  the  Prerogative  of 
the  Crown  and  the  protection  of  the  un- 
doubted unaliei[)able  Rights  of  the  People : 
and  I  think  there  is  no  difficulty  in  showing 
that  tht*y  go  well  together,  that  one  is  in 
trust  for  the  protection  of  the  other,  and  that 
in  consequence  of  thfeir  having  been  sepa-> 
rated,  contrary  to  the  principles  and  in  vio* 
lation  of  the  ancient  usage  of  our  Consti- 
tution, those  abuses  of  which  the  people 
now  complain  first  crept  in,   and   bemg 
once  admitted  have  made  such  rapid,  and 
tremendous  strides  towards  our  destruction; 
in  the  midst  of  which,  all  the  specious  fortn$ 
of  our  Constitution  have   been   studiously 
observed. — Thus,  as  in  Rome,  tlte  obser- 
wance  qf  forms,  instead  of  being  valuable, 
as  securing  any  benefit,  or  justifying  any 
hope,  serves  only  to  aggravate  the  mischief, 
by  adding  hypocrisy  to  despotism,  and  to 
embitter  the  sufferings  by  deluding  and 
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'  mocking  the  people. — I  must  not  be  mis- 
understood— no  person  is  more  anxious 
than  my«elf,  for  the  retention  and  main- 
tenance of  those  fornv* ;  my  wish  is,  to 
hare  tfie  siihsiatice  also,  that  the  people  may 
not  be  any  longer  duped  by  appearances 
which  serve  only  to  perpetHOte  the  clieat, 

A  charge  has  been  made  by  the  abet- 
tors of  Corruption  against  those  who  wish 
for  Reform,  as  zrmorators  and  subterters 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  couirtry,  whereas, 
the  sole  object  of  us  Reformers  is,  to  rcBcue 
the  country  from  the  effects  qf  the  iTmaoation 
that  has  been  introduced.  Ihose  who  speak 
no  much  of  innovation  seem  to  forget  what 
ihe  great  Lord  Bacon  has  said,  that  "of 
**  all  innovators  time  is  the  greatest."  Will 
you,  then,  while  all  things  are  changing 
•round  you,  determine  to  stand  still  ? 
Will  you  still  cling  to  a  Rotten-borough 
System,  the  creature  of  innovation,  nursed 
by  usurpation,  and  matured  by  corruption  ? 
for  such  simll  I  shew  it  to  be.  Is  it  reason- 
able that  sovereignty  should  be  attached 
to  particular  spots  and  places,  and  to  con- 
vert into  Prwate  Ih-operty,  that  which  the 
Constitution  has  declared  to  be  a  Public 
Trust— to  permit  an  usurped  local  sovereign- 
ty, independent  of  the  King,  independent 
<w  the  People,  and  destructive  to  both. — 
The  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  had  it  been 
maintained  free  from  encroachments,  would 
never  have  suffered  this  anomaly,  this  ill- 
shaped  monster,  this  Rotten-borough  Sys- 
tem, at  once  formidable  and  contemptible, , 
to  have  undermined  the  Constitution. 
During  the  whole  course  of  our  history, 
from  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror 
to  that  of  William  the  Third,  down  to 
which  the  legitimate  prerogative  of  the 
crown  was  exercised  by  the  King,  no  such 
libsurdity  was  conceived  as  a  Rotten-bo- 
rough Parliament. — That  paist  of  the  Pre- 
rogative to  issue  Writs  to  sueh  places  as 
were  judged  from  time  to  tiwe,  according 
to  their  importance,  most  fit  to  send  pro- 
|Jer  and  discreet  persons  to  the  Common 
Council  of  the  nation,  was  a  most  wise  and 
isalutary  provision  in  the  code  of  the  Cpn- 
Btitution,  and  well  calculated  to  prevent 
the  occurrence  of  those  evils  of  which,  so 
loudly  and  with  so  great  reason,  we  at  this 
day  complain. — Can  we  suppose  that  any 
King  in  the  possession  of  his  just  Preroga- 
tive, would  have  thought  of  addressing  a 
Writ,  when  he  was  exercising  tliat  great 
function  of  hijs  prerogative,  the  assembling 
the  Great  Council  of  the  nation,  to  Kotten- 
boriMighs  ?  or  that  it  would  have  been  en- 
sured if  he  had  ?     The  King's  writs  fwa. 


"  ad  I*roceres  et  Domoux  a  Commmes  B^- 
"  fii,"  under  which  description  no  Rotten- 
borough  could  be  included.  Can  it  be 
imagined  that  St.  Mawes,  the  posts  of  Gat- 
ton,  or  the  stones  of  Midhurst,  would  have 
been  rcquir^  to  send  wise  aiid  discreet 
burgesses  to  assist  with  their  advice  in  the 
Great  Council  of  the  Nation?  James  the 
First,  on  his  accession  to  the  throne,  upon 
summoning  the  parliament,  wisely  exer- 
cised this  prerogative  by  iswiing  a  Procla- 
mation, forbidding  the  sending  wriU  to 
decayed  boroughs* ;  nor  was  it  till  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Crown  were  encroached 
upon  at  the  era  of  the  Revolution^  when 
the  seeds  of  this  Rotten- borough  System, 
which  have  since  grown  so  luxuriantly  and 
have  produced  such  poisonous  effects,  the 
baneful  influence  of  which  we  now  so  sen- 
sibly feel,  were  with  woeful  prodigality 
first  scattered  over  the  land,  that  the 
Country  was  deprived  of  that  corrective 
wisely  lodged  in  the  hands  of  th«  Crown 
by  the  Constitution,  for  its  preservation 
against  the  unavoidable  innovations  of 
time,  whilst  the  people,  artfully  led  to  as- 
cribe all  the  evils  of  the  two  former  reigns 
to  Prerogative  alone,  "willingly  acquiesced 
in  its  retrenchment;  in  which  they  made 
a  fatal  mistake,  a  mistake  originating  in 
the  idea  that  they  es^nded  their  own  Li- 
berties in  proportion  as  they  curtailed  the 
Prerogative  of  the  Crown  ;  an  ingredient 
in  ^he  Constitution  as  essential  to  its  exist- 
ence, as  is  an  uncorrupt,  full  and  fair  Re- 
presentation of  the  People  in  this  House. 

Had  the  constitutional  power  of  the 
Crown  remained  undiminished,  this  House 
would  not  now  be  in  its  present  contami- 
nated state,  the  just  and  great  prerogative 
of  the  Crown  would  have  been  exercised 
beneficially,  and  given  the  King  bis  pro- 
per weight  in  the  administration  of  natioual 
aifiiirs,  whilst  Che  People  would  have  a 
shield — and  a  shield  and  not  a  sword  is  all 
the  people  expect,  in  an  uncorrupted  and 
fairly  elected  House  of  Commons. — This 
1  take  to  be  the  Constitution  of  England  ; 
but  out  of  this  usurpation  upon  the  crowi^ 


^  "  Next,  that  all  the  Sheriffs  be  charged 
"  that  they  do  not  direct  any  Precept  for 
'*  elcctiDj^  and  returning  of  any  Burgesses 
"  to  or  for  any  ancient  Borough  within 
"  their  Counties,  being  so  utterly  ruined 
**  and  decayed,  that  there  are  net  sufficient 
''  resyantes  to  make  such  choice,  and  of 
''  whom  lawfoi  election  may  be  made.'' 
See  Cobbett's  Parliam^Uary  Hirtory«  vol, 
i.  p*909. 
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conspiring  with  the  innovations  of  time,  a 
third  power  has  ari^i,  that  of  the  Borcmgli- 
mtm^rs — the  creatore  of  innovation,  the 
worm  of  corruption,  always  unknown  to 
our  laws,  now  become  greater  than  the 
laws,  equally  hostile  to  King  and  People, 
misrepresenting  one  to  the  other,  filling  the 
mind  of  one  with  jealousy,  the  ears  of  the 
other  with  alarm,  which,  by  perpetuating 
discord,  reigns  sole  arbiter  of  the  strife, 
and  establishes  its  ignotninious  dominion 
over  both. — My  first  object,  therefore,  is, 
io  Toadte  the  King  and  the  People  by  the  con- 
stittOional  bond  qf  Allegiance  on  the  one-hand, 
and  Protection  on  the  other. 

"The  wisdom  of  our  laws,''  says  Lord 
Coke,  "  is  most  apparent  in  this,  that  any 
•*  departure  from  their  established  princi- 
«'  pies,  although  at  the  time  wearing  the 
*'  specious  appearance  of  advantage,  never 
*'  fails  to  bring  along  with  it,  such  a  train 
f*  of  unforeseen  inconveniencesj  as  to  de- 
*'  monstrate  their  excellence  and  the  ne- 
*'  ceasity  of  again  having  recurrence  to 
*',them."  And  how  strrkingly  that  ob- 
servation is  exemplified  in  the  consequences 
which  have  followed  the  departure  from 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  which 
has  led  to  the  establishment  of  this  griev- 
ous Borough-monger  System  :  the  incon- 
sistency of  which  with  the  principles  of 
our  laws  jand  institutioas,  so  glaring  in  the 
terms  of  the  Writs  of  Elections,  as  in  every 
other  point  of  view,  no  one  can  dispute. 
The  simple  principle  upon  which,  as  upon 
a  pivot,  the  whole  of  this  subject  of  Repre- 
sentation turns,  is  this  y  that  the  free  sOb- 
jects  of  this  kingdom  have  a  Right  of 
Property  in  their  own  ffoods;  in  other 
words,  that  the  people  of  England  cannot 
be  legally  and  constitutionally  taxed  with- 
out their  own  consent. — I  suppose  this  will 
not  be  denied ;  and  yet  it  is  equally  in- 
disputable, that  this  principle  is  absolutely 
annihilated  by  the  present  frame  of  the 
Representation  of  this  House,  to  which  a 
Petition  on  your  table  ofiers  to  prove,  that 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  individuals 
have  the  power  of  returning  a  majority ; 
so  that  the  whole  property  of  the  firee  sub- 
jects of  this  kingdom  is,  in  violation  of  this 
first  and  plain  principle,  at  the  disposal  of 
157  Borough- mongers,  or  in  other  words, 
157  Borough-mongers  have  usurped,  and 
hold  as  private  property,  the  sovereignty 
of  England;  and  can  we  be  satisfied  with 
^is  miserable,  pitiful  substitution  for  the 
King  and  Constitution  ?— Can  the  People 
remain  contented  with  the  legislation  of 
such  a  power  ? — Impossible.    &li«Ye  me. 


Sir,  the  discontent :that  exists  in  this  coun- 
try, arises  principally  from  the  certain 
knowledge  the  People  now  have  of  the 
corrupt  state  of  this  House,  and  their  ex- 
clusion from  that  share  in  the  Constitution 
to  which  they  are  by  law  intitled,  that 
they  are  not  fairly,  nor  indeed  at  all  repre- 
sented,— in  fact,  that  the  interests  of  this 
House  are  not  identified  with,  but  opposite 
to  theirs — remove  this  defect,  repair  this 
great  injury,  and  the  advantages  will  be 
immediate  and  important;  thereople  will 
then  believe,  that  all  that  is  practicable  for 
their  benefit  will  bo  done,  and  from  that 
conviction  they  will  naturally  be  recon- 
biled  to  those  evils,  which  they  would  see 
a  disposition  to  alleviate,  and  a  mutual  in- 
terest to  redress. 

Every  part  of  the  Empire  will  feel  the 
benefit  ot  the  Reform  ;  but  no  where  will 
the  great  advantages  of  the  measure  be 
likely  to  prove  more  salutary  than  in  that 
most  interesting  part  of  the  empire — Ire- 
land. From  the  deep  Interest  1  take  in 
the  concerns  of  that  country,  from  my  idea 
of  its  mighty  importance,  have  I  reserved 
the  mention  of  it  till  last;  though  the  con- 
sideration of  the  manner  in  which  I  could 
devote  my  best  service  to  it  has  never 
been  out  of  my  mind,  never  till  now  did  it 
mature  any^practicable  plan,  calculated  to 
give  universal  satisfaction  to  that  generous, 
that  insulted  people,  with  perfect  secu- 
rity to  the  state.  If  Reform  is  neces- 
sary here,  it  applies  much  more  forci- 
bly there ;  indeed,  the  peculiar  situation 
of  that  country  makes  it  a  measure  of 
imperious  necessity. — On  the  subject  of 
Ireland  I  can  hardly  speak,  from  the  fear 
of  trespassing  on  the  rule  I  had  laid  down 
for  my  conduct  upon  this  occasion.  I 
dare  not  venture  to  trust  myself  with  the 
grievances  of  Ireland.  It  is  a  subject  I 
cannot  discuss  without  a  more  considera- 
ble degree  of  warmth,  than  is  consistent 
with  that  dispassionate  line  of  cond^ict  I 
am  upon  this  occasion  particularly  anxious 
to  maintain.  My  desire  is  to  have  Ireland 
united  with  this  country  upon  terms,  how- 
ever, very  diflerent  from  those  which  at 
present  exist.  I  should  wish  to  see  there 
a  perfect  equality  of  advantage,  and  no 
exclusions.  Of  the  present  Union,  so 
called,  I  shall  speak  but  little  at  this  time : 
suffice  it  to  say,  that  it  was  a  measure 
contrary  to  the  wishes,  repugnant  to  the 
interest,  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  that 
nation ;  and  efiected  by  means  the  most 
flagitious,  if  the  most  unblushing  corrpptioo 
on  the  part  of  the  agents,  and  the  breach 
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of  every  solemn  assurance  to  the  great 
body  of  that  people,  not  only  implied 
but  expressed  by  ^he  government  of  that 
country,  desiervc  the  appellation.  Instead 
of  that  parchment  Union,  I  shall  propose 
a  real  Union  of  heart  and  aflTection,  found- 
f»d  on  the  broad  basis  of  the  Constitution, 
of  equ:vl  rights,  and  reciprocal  interests. — 
Away  with  tliat  crooked  policy,  that  nar- 
row-minded bigotry  of  legislation,  that  in- 
tolerable intolerance,  which  keeps  alive 
perpetual  heart-burnings,  hatred  and  re- 
venge. I  wish  not  to  dwell  upon  this  sys- 
tem ;  it  is  high  time  to  put  an  end  to  it. — 
Is  it  to  be  any  longer  endured,  that  four 
millions  of  Irishmen  shoold  be  aliens  and 
outlaws  in  their  native  land  ?  Is  it  safe  to 
have  four  millions  of  the  people  thrust  out 
of  the  pale  of  the  Constitution  ?  Is  it  con- 
sistent with  reason,  with  common  sense, 
putting  justice  out  of  the  question,  any 
longer  to  tolerate  such  a  system  ?  By  the 
adoption  of  Reform,  the  government  will 
have  the  fairest  opportunity  of  removing 
the  principal  grounds  of  dissatisfaction  in 
Ireland  ;  now  will  be  the  time  to  do  every 
thing  without  yielding  any  thing,  to  legis- 
late upon  enlarged  principles,  knowing 
nothing  of  particular  parties,  sects,  or  fac- 
tions: keeping  alive  no  distinctions  of  Ca- 
tholic, Protestant,  and  Presby tprian,  Tory, 
^yhig,  or  Jacobin;  alarming  no  prejudice, 
insulting  no  party,  they  may  now  include 
the  whole  within  one  bond  of  union  of  the 
Constitution,  embracing  and  ensuring  the 
safety  and  tranquillity  of  the  empire  at 
large. — We  shall  then,  and  not  till  then, 
have  an  United  Kingdom — one  King — 
one  People. — ^Wc  shall  by  this  recurrence 
to  the  Constitution,  not  only  seat  the  Chief 
Magistrate  upon  his  throne,  and  fix  the 
Crown  upon  his  head,  but  we  shall  place 
within  his  hand  the  sceptre  and  legitimate 
power  of  the  King,  in  despite  of  those  157 
Borough-mongers,  whohaveTRAiTSBousLY 
usurped  all  but  the  pageanUy  and  outward 
shew  and  forms  of  Royalty. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  King  under 
this  Faction  ?  Instead  of  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  elevation  of  his  situation,  where 
the  ConstitutioD^had.  placed  him,  as  the 
eye  of  the  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
extensive  views  for  the  advantage  of  the 
national  interests,  beyond  the  contracted 
horizon  of  ordinary  men,  his  whole  time 
is  employed,  his  whole  skill  directed,  not 
towards  the  duties  of  his  high  office,  but 
in  trying  to  keep  his  balance.  In  endea- 
vouring to  conciliate  the  support  of  such 
and  suck  a  Borough-Bionger,  in  order  to 


obtain  his  permission  to  allow  the  Govern* 
ment  to  go- on. — In  truth,  the  Borough 
Faction  have  such  power,  that  he  is  more 
like  a  Rope  Dancer,  than  a  King ;  as  they 
make  it  necessary  for  him  to  be  perpe- 
tually upon  the  alert  to  balance  hipuself 
on  his  slippery  elevation,  whilst  the  ut- 
most he  can  do  is  to  keep  his  place.  Such 
is  the  state  to  which  he  is  reduced  under 
the  influence  of  this  ignominious  systeso, 
instead  of  having  his  throne  fixed  on  the 
rocH  of  the  Constitution,  and  bound  to  the 
hearts  of  a  whole  people.  This  is  not  the 
situation  in  which  the  Laws  and  Conntitii- 
tion  have  placed  the  King,  nor  that  which 
his  dignity  requires,  aad  the  best  interests 
of  the  people  demand. 

The  System,  of  which  I  have  now  given 
but  a  short  sketch,  which  was  introduced 
at  the  Revolution,,  and  grew  oat  of  the 
encroachments  on  the  Prerogative  of  the 
King,  aided  by  the  innovations  of  time,  has 
already  cost  this  nation  nearly  Eight 
Hundred  Millions  of  Debt ;  for  though  it 
has  been  wittily  said,  that  one  half  of  this 
enormous  Debt  has  been  incurred  in  re- 
sisting the  perfidy  and  restless  ambition 
of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  the  other  half 
in  striving  to  replace  it  on  the  throne  of 
France,  this  is  not  true :  the  fact  is,  the 
whole  has  been  incurred  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  schenve  of  corruptiBg  thb 
House. 

This  question  is  so  eompletely  decided 
by  Magna  Charta,  "  which,*^  as  Lord 
Cok^  says,  ''  is  such  a  fellow  that  he  will 
"  bear  no  equal,^'  so  strongly  fortified  by 
all  our  constitutional  laws,  that  no  inferior 
authority  can  be  required  ;  but,  were  I  so 
disposed,  I  could  cite  a  host  of  legal  and 
constitutional  Writers;  and  all  those  mem* 
hers  of  this  house,  who  have  from  time  to 
time  expressed  their  sentiments  in  support 
of  this  measure,  whose  arguments  were 
never  coni\ited>  and  whose  talents,  thoogh 
successful  o(i  all  other  occasions,  were  un- 
availing when  exerted  in  support  of  Be- 
fbrm.  This  problem,  however,  is  easily 
solved,  when  we  consider  that  the  appeal 
is  made  to  the  Borouffh-mongers  them- 
selves, whose  interest  is  opposite  to  th» 
measure.  Thehr  interest  is  difierent  from 
that  of  the  people. 

Having  taken  the  Laws  and  the  Coa&tita-> 
tion  for  my  guide,  in  preparing  the-mea* 
sure  I  shall  have  to  propose,  I  at  the  saoM 
time  examined  attentively^  all  those  Plant 
for  carrying  the  same  prmciple  into  esEe* 
cution,  whi%  have  at  difierent  times  been 
proposed;  and  having  avoided  all  tlma 


Digitized  by 


Google 


io5sy 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Juki  15,.  y909,--^ParUamniary  Rtfom. 


[105* 


intricacies  which  I  considered  as  so  many 

impediments  in  the  Nvay,  have  reduced  it 

to  that  plain  and  simple  form,  the  express 

ima^  of  the  Constitution  itself. — My  Plan 

consists  in  a  f^ry  tew,  and  very  simple, 

regulations;  and  as  the  Disease  we  now 

/  j  labour  under  has  Itfeen  caused  by  the  dis- 

L-4inion  of  Ptx)perty  and    Political    Right, 

I    %Wiich  reason,  and  the  Constitution,  say. 

1   should  never  be  separated,  the  Remedy  1 

J  shall  propose  will  consist  in  re-uniting  them 

'    again. 

For  this  -purpose  I  shall  propose : — 
Thai    Freeholders,    Householders,  and 
''    others,  subject  to  direct  Taxation  in 
support  of  the  Poor,  the  Church,  and 
the- State,  be  required  to  elect  Mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parliament. 
That  each   County  l>e   subdivided  ac- 
cording  to   its   taxed  male  Popula- 
tion, and  each  subdivision  required  to 
elect  one  Representative. 
That  the  Votes  'be  taken  in  each  Pa- 
rish by  the  Pari«sh  Officers;  and  all 
the  Elections  finished  in  one  and  the 
same  day. 
That  the  Parisli  Officers  make  the  Re- 
turns   to  the   Sheriff's   Court  to  be 
held  for  that  purpose  at  slated  pe- 
riods. 
And,  That  Parliaments  be  brought  back 

to  a  Constitutional  Duration. 
The  simplicity  of  this    Plan    appears 
from  its  being  the  true  Constitution    of 
England,  which  has  already  prepared  all 
the  means  ready  to  our  hands  of  cari'jMng 
it  into  immediate  effect;  ami  I  make  no 
hesitation  in  delivering  it  as   my  well- 
digested  opinion,  that  under  the  operation 
of  this  Relbrm,  it  would  be  attended  with 
much  less  difficulty  to  return  a  whole  Par- 
liament, than  to  settle  a  dispute  at  a  vestry 
about  a  parish  pauper.     By  the  adoption 
of  this  Plan  of  Reform,  those  disgrace- 
ful   practices,    which   now   attend    even 
County  Elections,  would  be  put  a  stop  to. 
No    briber}',    perjury,   drunkenness,  nor 
riot ;  no  "  WeaUhy  Brewer/*  as  was  hu- 
raoTirously  described,  who,  disappointed  of 
a  job,  takes,  in  consequence,  "  the  inde- 
'«  pendent  line,  and   bawls    out    against 
"  Corruption  ;'*  no  opportunity  would  re- 
main   for    such   mock    Patriotism  :  —  no 
leading   Attornies    galloping    about    the 
.  country,  lying,  cheating,  and  stin*ing  up 
the  worst  passions  amongst  the  worst  peo- 
ple : — no  ill  blood  engendered  between 
friends  and  relations — setting  families  at 
variance,  and  making  each  county  a  per- 
petual depository   of  election  feuds  and 


quarrels  : — No  Demagogt3eing.7-If  I  rw  a 
Demagogue,  I  am  as  complete  difclo  de  sc 
as  can  well  be  imagined — this  puts  an  end 
to  the  occupation: — ^There  would  be  an 
end  to  all  odious  end  fanciful  distinctions 
of  persons  and  property — all  would  b« 
simple  and  uniform  ;  their  weight  and  in- 
fluence proportioned  to  their  intrinsic  va- 
lue— no  qualiRcations  nor  disqualifications 
— no  invidious  exclusio/is  by  reason  of 
any  office,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest, 
either  in  the  Elector  or  the  Elected — na 
variable,  fantastical,  litigious  rights  of 
voting — no  possibility  of  false  votes — no 
treating — no  carrying  out  voters — no 
charges  of  any  kind — no  expense,  legal  or 
illegal — no  contested  elections. — The  peo-^ 
pie  would  have  a  choice  without  a  contest, 
instead  of  a  contest  without  a  choice ; — no 
sham  remedies  worse  than  the  disease  pre- 
tended to  be  cured — No  Grenville  Act; 
here  I  speak  feelingly ;  1  have  undergone 
this  remedy, — It  is  the  remedy  of  a  ^oad 
under  a  harrow  — "  Haud  ignara  tnalis, 
*'  miseris  succume  disco."  That  Act, 
which  has  been  so  highly  extolled,  was  it- 
self called  a  reform; — as  all  the  acts  ag- 
gravating the  raiichief,  which  have  been 
substituted  for  the  Constitution,  are  called 
in  this  House. 

Under  the  operation  of  that  Act,  I  have 
suffered  a  greater  pecuniary  penalty,  than 
any  which  the  law  would  have  inflicted 
for  any  crime  I  could  have  committed  ; 
this  remedy  is  a  Inxury,  a  man  must  be 
very  I'ich,  indeed,  to  indulge  himself  in. 
I  Gould  not  afford  it  a  second  time,  and 
preferred  abandoning  my  seat  after  having 
been  returned,  to  undergoing  another  opera- 
tion of  the  Grenville  Act.  One  great  ob- 
ject I  have  in  view  is  to  relieve  other  Gen- 
tlemen from  the  like  benefits,  by  prevent- 
ingr  the  necessity  of  havmg  recourse  to 
such  remedies  in  niture— by  getting  rid  of 
all  disputes,  and  contested  elections:  this 
good  consequence  will  result  from  the 
adoption  of  this  Plan,  besides  preventing 
endless  litigation,  ruinous  expense,  per- 
jury, ill  blood,  and  periodical  uproar  and 
confusion,  this  house  will  be  saved  one- 
third  of  its  time  in  Election  Committees ; 
and  the  Statute  Book  will  be  relieved  from 
the  sh^mcfbl  burden  of  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  confiised  and  intricate  laws^  all 
pitiful  substitutes  for  the  Const itiation. 

There  maybe  some  Gentlemen  who  thhik 
we  should  not  get  a  better  assembly  with- 
in this  house  by  this  or  any  other  Plan  of 
Reform. — Even  supposing,  but  by  no 
means  admitting,  such^  should  unaccount^ 
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ably  be  the  case,  the  positive  evils  we 
should  get  rid  of  are  sufficient  recommeD- 
dations  to  its  adoption.  It  must  also  give 
rise  to  other  important  results-*th«se  who 
complain  of  popular  clamour — of  persons 
allying  themselves  with  the  people  against 
the  sentiments  and  decisions  of  tlm 
House,  would  cease  to  have  any  room  for 
complaint.  In  the  event  of  such  a  Reform 
no  such  clamour  could  exist,  no  such  al- 
liance could  be  formed  ;  for  then  the  sense 
of  the  people  would  be  truly  and  fairly 
collected  within  these  walls. 

The  benefits  that  would  immediately 
follow  the  adoption  of  this  Reform  are  in- 
calculable. Though  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  would  apply  a  sponge  to  the  Debt  of 
the  Nation,  yet  am  I  firmly  persuaded, 
that  a  Reformed  House  of  Coumions  would 
introduce  such  a  system  of  economy,  both 
in  the  collection  and  expenditure  of  the 
Public  Revenue,  as  would  give  instant  ease 
to  the  subject,  and  finally,  and  that  at  no 
very  distant  period,  by  a  due  application 
of  national  resources  to  national  objects, 
and  to  tliem  alone,  free  the  people  from 
that  enormous  load  of  debt  and  consequent 
taxation,  under  which  th^  nation  is  weigh- 
ed down. 

Three  descriptions  of  persons,  I  will  «d- 
mit,  would  have  great  cause  to  complain 
of  this  Reform  :  The  Borough-mongers — 
the  Lawyers — and  the  King's  Printer. 
The  whole  of  the  question  then  is.  Which 
is  to  be  preferred.  The  interest  of  the  whole 
Empire,  or  the  interest  of  the  Bo^'ough- 
^ongers — the  Lawyers — aad  the  King's 
Printer  ? 

At  all  events,  I  hope  this  consequence 
will  follow,  that  after  this  night  it  will  not 
be  assei-ted  nor  insinuated,  that  I  have  any 
concealed  purpose,  that  I  shrink  from 
speaking  my  sentiments  frankly,  that  I  de- 
cline to  act  an  open  part,  or  that  1  have 
any  designs  beyond  those  I  avow:  not- 
withstanding what  I  have  urged,  I  beg 
leave  to  repeat,  that  I  am  open  to  con- 
viction; that  I  am  still  ready  to  listen  to 
all  fair  reasoning  on  the  subject ;  that  1  have 
nothing  to  bias  my  mind  ;  nor  any  other 
view  than  the  public  good.  It  will,  at 
the  same  time,  be  naturally  understood, 
that  having  devoted  so  much  of  my  time 
and  reflection  to  this  subject  of  vital  imr 
portance,  my  opinions  cannot  easily  be 
shaken,  nor  aflected  by  slight  and  com- 
mon-place  arguments. 

I  have  stated  fully  and  dispassionately, 
and  I  hope  clearly  and  satisfactorily,  to 
thb  house  and  to  the  public,  the  Remedy 


for  all  our  Grievances,  which  I  have  been  to 
often  called  upon  to  produce.  I  have  obeyed 
thatcall:  inthatatleast-Ihopel-bave  given 
satisfaction. — ^The  Remedy  I  have  pro- 
posed is  simple,  constitutional,  practicable, 
and  safe,  calculated  to  give  satbfaction  to 
the  People,  to  preserve  the  RighU  of  the 
Crown,  and  to  restore  the  balance  of  the 
Constitution.  These  have  been  theobjedi 
of  my  pursuit — to  these  have  I  always  di- 
rected my  attention — higher  I  do  not  os- 
pire,  lotver  I  cannot  deUxnd.  -  I  conjure 
this  house  to  consider  the  necessity  of 
doing  something  to  satisfy  the  rational  er- 
pectations  of  the  public,  that  we  should 
not  go  back  to  our  respective  parts  of  the 
country  in  our  present  acknowledged 
contaminated  condition,  without  holding 
out  some  reasonable  hope  to  the  country 
for  its  peace  and  tianquillity,  that  a  Re- 
form adequate  to  the  removal  of  the  enor- 
mous and  multiplied  Abuses  and  Corrap- 
tion  now  knor\n  to  exist,  and  which  1  coo- 
tend  can  only  be  effected  by  a  House  of 
Commons  fairly  chosen  by  the  people, 
will  early  in  the  next  session  be  enter- 
tained with  good  faith,  and  taken  into  our 
most  serious  consideration. — I  would 
have  the  timid  bear  in  mind,  who  stand  so 
much  in  dread  of  Innovation,  that  the  sim- 
ple Remedy  now  proposed  is  but  a  recur* 
rence  to  those  Laws  and  that  Constitution, 
the  departure  from  which  has  been  the 
sole  cause  of  that  accumulation  of  evib 
which  we  now  endure — that  in  many 
cases  timidity  is  no  less  fatal  than  rash- 
ness— and  <'  That  the  qmission  to  do 
"  what  is  necessary,  seals  a  commission  to 
"  a  blank  of  danger." — I  shall  now  con- 
clude with  moving,  '*  That  this  house  will, 
"  early  in  the  next  session  of  parliament, 
"  take  into  consideration  the  necessity  oif 
''  a  Reform  in  the  Representation.'^ 

Mr.  Madocks  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  oftfte  Exchequer  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  him  to  trouble  the 
house  with  a  few  observations,  after  what 
had  fallen  from  the  hon.  baronet;  and  they 
would  be  but  a  few.  The  object  of  the 
hon.  baronet  appeared  to  be,  that  the 
house  should  give  a  pledge  that  it  would, 
early  in  the  next  session,  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Kepresentation. 
He  saw  no  reason  whatever  £[>t  entering 
upon  the  question  of  reform  at  all,  and 
therefore  could  not  agree  to  vote  for  any 
;such  pledge.  In  many  of  the  proposi- 
tions stated  by  the  hon.  baronet,  he  was 
unable  to  follow  him.  Among  othcf 
things,  he  ^^ssumed  it  s^  a  filets  tbal   Uie 
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people  were  in  general  desirous  of  a  re- 
form.   This  he  absolately  denied  ;    and 
affirmed,  that  on  the  contrary,  they  were 
more  united  against  reform  than  almost 
upon  any  other  question — ^because  they 
thought  reform    unnecessary.      He    ad* 
mitted  that  the  hon.    baronet    was   ac- 
customed to  associate  with  a  certain  de- 
scription of  persons  who  were  desirous  of 
reform,    and  who  would   willingly  pass 
such  resolutions    on  the   subject  as    he 
proposed  to  them.    But  it  did  not  at  all  fol- 
low   from    that  circumstance,  that    the 
generality  of  the  people  were  favourable 
to  reform.     He   really  was  at  a  loss  ex- 
act!/to  know  what  the  hon.  baronet  pro- 
posed himself.    The  hon.  baronet  said, 
that  all  he  wanted  was  to  be  found  upon 
the  statute  law  of  the  land.     What  could 
he  Bnd  there  that  could  destroy  the  or- 
dinary   practice    of   the     constitution  ? 
The  statutes  indeed  were  explicit  on  the 
subject  of  the  representation  ;  but  some- 
thing more  than  this  was  to  be  found  in 
the  practice  of  the  constitution  with  re- 
gard to  that  house.     What  did  the  hon. 
baronet  propose  to  do  with  respect  to  the 
privileges  of  that  house  ?     The  right  of 
originating  taxation  belonged  to  that  nouse 
at  present,  by  the  practice  of  the  consti- 
tution, although  not  confirmed  by  an  ex- 
press statute.     Was  the  hon.  baronet  con- 
tent to  get  rid  of  this  too   among  other 
^ings  ?     The  lords,  certainly,  had  never 
given  aoy  express  assent  to  this  privilege, 
and   would    the    hon.    baronet    rank  it 
amongst  those  abuses  which  had   grown 
tip  in  opposition  to  the  prerogative  ?     But 
this  was    not    all.     The    hun.     baronet 
maintained,    that  US   statutes  would  be 
got  rid  of;    that  if  his  plan   should   be 
adopted,  it  would  overthrow  bribery,  cor- 
ruption, tumult^  &c.     Now  how  was  this 
to  be  effected  ?     Would  no  contest  take 

C*  ce  for  the  representation  of  the  hon. 
onet's  districts  ?  If  contests  should 
take  place,  then  there  must  be  canvassing ; 
and  all  those  temptations  to  bribery, 
4:orruption,  and  perjury  would  prevail  in 
spite  of  the  hon.  baronet's  regulations,  to 
the  full  as  much  as  they  prevailed  in  the 
actual  state  of  things.  Yet  these  were 
the  hopes  which  he  held  out  to  tl^ose 
who  were  disposed  to  listen  to  his  propo- 
sitions ;  but  how  these  hopes  were  to  be 
realized  from  his  plan,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
conceive.  But  the  hon.  baronet  would 
further  annihilate  the  regulation  with  re- 
spect to  the  40  shilling  feeholds,  and  all 
that  the  law  had  done  on  the  subject  to 
V«L.XIV, 


this  day  ;  and  would  divide  the  country 
into  districts,  in  which  all  should  have  a 
▼ote  who  paid  direct  taxes  to  the  state,  or 
the  church,  or  the  poor.  [Sir  F.  Burdett — 
"No;  those  who  pay  to  them  all.'']  Well, 
taking  it  so,  there  might  still  be  doubts  as 
to  what  should  be  considered  as   direct 
taxes.    The  property  tax,  the  taxes  for 
the  poor,  and  the  assessed  taxes,  were  di- 
rect ;  but  to  settle  this  point  completely, 
there  must  at  least  be  one  pretty  large 
statute  instead  of  the   113   of  which  we 
were  to  get  rid.     Was  this  the   way  in 
which  the  hon.  baronet  proposed  to  do 
away  the  necessity  of  employing  so  many 
lawyers?    (Hear,   hear!)    The  hon.  ba- 
ronet talked  of  the  advantsage  of  getting 
lid  of  the  Grenville   act,  and  of  all  the 
statutes  against   bribery,  corruption,  &c. 
But  why  should  perjury  be  more  difficult 
under  his  plan   than  it  was  at  present  ? 
In  his  districts,  a  man   who  had  already 
voted,  might   come  under  another  court 
and  swear  that  he  had  not  voted  before, 
just  as  easily  as  the  thing  could  now  be 
done  in  a  county.    (Hear,  hear  \)  He  saw 
no  reason  whatever  to  suppose  that  any 
good  could  arise  from  the  plan  in  this  re- 
spect.   The  truth  was,  that  such  a  plan 
could  never  produce  the  expected  effects, 
unless  the  hon.    baronet  could   alter  not 
only  the  constitution  but  the  frame  of  the 
human  mind — unless  he  could  at  once  get 
rid  of  human  prejudices  and  human  pas- 
sions.    This  much  he  thought  it  necessary 
to  say ;  and  he  did  not  think  that  there 
was  any  occasion  for  his  going  further* 
As  to  the  hon.  baronet's  proposition,  that 
the  house  had  admitted  that  some  reform 
was  necessary,  he  never  understood  that 
any  such  admission  had  been  made.     He 
did  not  believe  that  the  house  would  allow 
that  it  had  ever  made  any  such  admission  ; 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  hon.  baronet's 
proposition  had  been  received,  convinced 
him  that  he  was  correct  in  his  opinion.  It 
would  be  really  raising  the  plan  of  ib« 
hon.  baronet  into  an  impprtance  which  it 
did  not  deserve,  to  dwell  upon  it  at  any 
great   length.     The  house,  he  observed, 
was  ready  to  come  to  a  decision  ;  and 
all  that  he  could  say,  in  addition  to  the  re- 
marks he  had  already  made,  would  only 
serve  to  create  embarrassment  and  delay, 
in  a- matter  which  was  already  sufficiently 
clear. 

Mr.  Madocks  could  not  listen  without 

feelings  of  indignation  at  the  levity  with 

which  the  right  hon.  gent,  chose  to  treat 

the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend.    The  real 

3  Y 
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question  now  before  the  house,  was  one  of 
grare  importance  ;  no  less,  than  whether 
the  country  was  to  be  amused  witk  the 
pretence  of  a  representation^  or  possess 
what  was  its  undoubted  riffht,  the  reality 
of  one.  After  all  that  had  lately  passed 
in  that  house  on  this  subject,  after  the  novel 
and  alarming  situation  in  which  the  house 
bad  stood  sir^e  the  12th  of  May  last,  after 
the  just,  the  able,  aod  the  solemn  com- 
ment iromthe  Chair,  on  the  unprecedented 
proceedings  of  that  day,  was  it  to  be  en- 
dured, that  th^  mc^ion  of  his  hbn.  friend 
was  to  be  treated  as  ^  matter  of  light  and 
trivial  importance, -to  be  evaded  by  the 
trick  of  debate,  or  stifled  withot^t  discussion 
by  the  mandate  o#  mintsteriml  authority, 
^he  right  hon.  gent*  had  through  the 
eourse  of  his  speech  assumed,  that  the  plan 
which  the  hon.  baronet  stated  to  be  the 
one  he  should  be  inclined  to  prefer,  was 
that>  which  would  be  ultimately  insisted 
ttpon^  and  adopted  in  every  particular. 
No  such  pledge  was  demanded  or  expect- 
ed eS  the  house.  AH  that  was  required, 
all  that  the  house  was  called  upon  to  do, 
was  to  engage  to  entertain  the  subject 
seriously  and  sincerely  in  the  ensuing  ses- 
•ion:  called  upon  to  do  so,  not  only  by  the 
general  merits  of  the  question^  resting  as  it 
did  upon  argument,  reason,  and  authority, 
but  called  upon  also  in  the  most  imperious 
manner  by  recent  events,  disclosures,  and 
declarations  in  that  house,  which  appalled 
all  those,  who  unCetgncdIy  valued  the 
existence  of  the  constitution,  the  prosperity 
of  th^  country,  and  the  character  of  parlia- 
ment. This  was  what  was  required  of  the 
house,  and  if  the  voice  of  the  people,  so 
generally  expressed  of  late  throughout  the 
kingdom,  was  attended  to,  this  was  what 
the  people  did  expect,  and  had  a  right  to 
demand.  Mr.  Madocks  proceed^  to 
state  that  his  hon.  friend,  the  worthy  ba- 
ronet, had  been  so  often  wilfully  misrepre- 
sented, that  nothing  could  be  more 
decorous  to  this  house,  and  serviceable  to 
the  interests  of  truth,  than  to  explain  in 
this  stage  of  the  consideration,  the  first 
principles  on  which  he  ehodd  be  induced 
to  wish  a  Reform  in  parliament  to  be 
fraftied  and  adopted.  And  in  the  consi- 
deration of  this  plan,  where  were  the  lead- 
ing points,  which  were  jointly  subject  to 
tilt'  levity,  and  attempt  at  sarcastic  ridi- 
cule, in  which  the  right  hon.  gent,  was  so 
disposed  to  indulge.  Had  he  condescend- 
ed to  argue  those  points,  he  woald  indeed 
have  found  it  the  tough  and  dilficult  mat- 
ter which  no  doubt  fans  aculeness  bad  ap- 


prised him  of,  and  his  shrewdness 
mended  him  too  avoid.  Confining  his  open 
hostility  to  a  few  of  the  minor  and  subor- 
dinate points,  which  related  chiefly  to  mat- 
ters of  regulation,  he  indolged  in  aa  excel- 
lent sham  fight,  and  attempted  to  netreat, 
amidst  the  contoion  he  created,  from  the 
great  objects,  with  which  he  feared  to 
grapple;  Let  the  right  hon.  gent,  answer 
these  fiew  plain  questions.  What  was  the 
basis  of  the  plans  proposed  by  lord  Chat- 
ham, Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Grey, "and  all  the 
former  authorities  on  tins  subject?  Did 
not  they  propose  to  extinguish  the  r«Stei^ 
Boroughs  and  to  reinfiorce  the  counties^ 
and  the  landed  representation  ?  Did  ther 
not  propose  to  extend  the  franchise  to  alt 
great  towns,  who  from  a  change  of  circmiH. 
stances  had  risen  into  commercial  opn- 
lence,  and  to  admit  copyholders  and  cei^ 
tain  leaseholders  to  a  share  in  tin  repfe* 
sentation  \  and  did  ttiey  not  in  impaitiiig 
the  franchise  to  new'  voters,  resort  to  tliat 
truly  constitutional,  wholesome,  and  safe 
principle,  so  ably  maintained  by  his  hon. 
friend,  namely,  to  vest  the  right  of  voting 
in  the  resident  householder  ?  The  stnt- 
plicfty  and  safety  of  this  quaUfication 
solves  all  the  difficulties  which  cao  ofier 
themselves  to  fair  and  unprejudiced  mindsy 
and  while  it  admits  to  their  due  share  in 
legislation,  those  classes,  which  bear  tbm 
principal  burthens  of  the  state,  it  gives 
every  requisite  efiieiency  to  the  great 
dictum  of  the  constitution,  that  *'  No  man 
shall  be  taxed  without  his  own  consent.'* 
Mr.  Madocks  said,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  here  reading  an  admir&ble  pas* 
sage  from  a  work  on  this  subject,  paf  ttcn- 
larly  applicable  t#  the  point  in  question. 
"  The  species  of  property  which  con- 
stitutes this  qualification  has  the  advantage 
of  being  open,  ostensible,  and  incapable  of 
being  disputed.  It  indicates  a  real  resi- 
dence, and  implies  a  stationary  interest  in 
the  place  for  which  the  vote  is  given  9x^6. 
tFie  representative  chosen.  Bat  besidea 
the  possession  of  a  competent  property,  of 
wtiich  the  occupatidh  of  a  house  payinf^ 
taxes  is  a  sufficient  presumption,  a  house- 
holder  has  other  qualities  which  ought  to 
recontmend  him  to  a  favourable  distinction, 
and  particularly  to  the  trust  in  question. 
He  is  necessai'ily  the  master,  and  probabl j 
the  father  of  a  family.  In  the  first  charao 
ter  he  has  a  perAonal  credit  and  respect  to 
maintain :  in  the  second  he  has  given  hos- 
tages to  society.  He  is  the  natural  guar- 
dian and  virtual  representative,  not  only 
of  his  &mily  and  servants^  but  of  all  those 
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lyiK)  d^pead  upon  him  for  siiqifKnty'protec- 
tioRf  OTieaiployraent.  Such  a  station  de- 
serves confidence,  and  should  be  made 
respectable^  that  all  men  may  be  p«*oinpted 
mnd  encoQraged  to  rise  to  it.  The  rela- 
tions and  duties  that  belong  to  it  are  ante- 
cedent to  positive  institutions,  an^  consti- 
tate  at  once  the  basii  and  security  of  civil 
aociety  \" 

Upon  this  important  point  of  the  plan, 
«s  inwecd  upon  most  othei*  topics  of  any 
weight,  the  ri^bt  honourable  gentleman 
Jhad  cautiously  avoided  any  attempt  at  an 
answer.  W iih  respect  to  property,  which  a 
right  hon.  gent,  below,  and  many  others  on 
former  occasions,  had  so  strongly  insisted 
<m  as  the  true  basis  of  representation,  un- 
/  4)oQfbted)y  be  (Mr.  Madocks)  admitted,  or 
/  rather  was  as  anxious  as  any  man  to  as- 

;   -serty  that  property  was  the  only  true  and 

;'  legitimate  basis  of  representation,  and.  it 
was  because  rfaat  property  was  not  the 
bM3  of  representation  at  present,  that  he 
.  wished  the  present  system  to  be  altered. 
What  right  had  Old  Sarura,  Midhurst, 
Gatton,  £c.  to  send  representatives  to  par- 
liament upon  that  principle  ?  And  how 
monstrous  that  the  few  private '  fortunes 
that  possessed  them,  can  send  three  times 
as  many  votes  to  tax  the  people,  as  all  the 
landed  property  of  Yorkshire  (Hear! 
bear!).     He  wished   distinctly   to  state, 

/  that  nothing  in  his  opinion  was  so  absurd^ 
as  the  notion  of  universal  suffrage;  an 
idea  he  believed  universally  exploded, 
iinless  indeed  he  found  it  in  full  practice 

\  at  Old  Sarum,  and  some  other  places, 
where  the  right  of  voting  resided  ii^  an 
old  wall,  or  25  stones  in  a  nekl. — ^That  in- 
deed appeared  to  him  to  be  universal  suf- 
frage with  a  vengeance!  (Hear!  hear!) 
What  can  be  so  ridiculous,  in  what  a 
curious  predicament  do  those  persons 
stand,  who  would  deny  a  copyholder  or  a 
leaseholder  of  1,000/.  a  year,  a  vote  for 
a  representative  in  parliament,  when  they 
allow  a  similar  privilege  to  a  stock  or  a 
rtone  (Hear!  hear!).  The  bill  which 
had  lateiy  passed  in  that  house  (Mr.  Cur- 
wen's)  had  only  made  matters  worse,  by 
throwing  a  monopoly  of  the  market  for 
teats  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasury.  These 
partial  remedies  could  be  of  no  use  where 
the  system  was  fundamentally  wrong. 
The  resolution  of  1779  had  often  been  ap- 
pealed fo  in  vain  ;  and  where  then  was 
the  use  of  new  enactments,  the  intended 
^fiect  of  which  the  system  necessarily  pre- 
vented ?  There  was  another  point  to 
which  ba  was  desinnis  of  calling  the  at- 


tention of  the  house,  as  he  had  been  mis- 
presented  respecting  it,  or,  at  least,  as  in« 
ferences  had  been  drawn  from  it  which 
were  not  ivarrafited  by  the  facts.  He  al- 
luded to  the  representation  which  he  had 
made  respecting  the  bargain  with'  the 
Treasury  tor  the  borough  cJCashel.  That 
part  of  the  charge  which  stated^  that  lord  ■ 
Castlereagh  suggested  to  Mr.  Dick  tha 
propriety  of  resigning  his  seat  if  ho  could 
not  vote  in  fevour  of  the  duke  of  York, 
had  been  denied.  But  it  ou^t  to  be  ob- 
^rved,  that  the  denial  was  confined  to 
these  words  alOne,  that  lord  Castlereagh 
did  not  suggest  to  Mr.  Dick.  *  The  fair  in- 
ference then  is,  that  all  the  rest  of  the 
charges,  which  was  not  in  any  degree  de- 
nied, and  which  was  by  far  the  mo^t  im- 
portant, was  positively  true  (Hear !  hear!), 
if  the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  was  dis- 
posed to  dispute  (his  point,  all  he  had  to 
do  was  to  grant  a  committee  to  inv^jsti- 
gate  the  facts ;  and  he,  Mr.  Madocks,  was 
ready  to  prove  that  5,000/.  had  been 
paid  to  the  Treasury,  for  the  Seat,  with 
the  privity  and  concurrence  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  and  the  noble  lord 
opposite,  and  that  Mr.  Dick  had  been 
induced  to  vacate,  upon  a  diflerence 
arising  between  him  and  the  ministry 
as  to  his  vote  on  the  question  respect- 
ing the  Conduct  of  the  Duke  of  York.  This 
was  the  important  part  of  the  charge^ 
which  no  ohe  had  attempted  to  deny. 
Under  all  these  circumstances  there  was 
the  strongest  ground  for  giving  a  pledge  to 
the  nation,  that  the  house  woufld  take  the 
subject  into  consideration.  The  plan  now 
offered  corresponded  in  its  great  and  lead- 
ing features  with  those  of  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Grey,  who  were  sometimes  supported 
by  great  divisions,  and  once  the  question 
was  lost  only  by  a  majority  of  20  or  '25. 
In^the  3'ear  1784'  the  king  had  in  his  Speedi 
recommended  the  subject  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  house.  Under  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  recollecting  it  had  been 
the  invariable  practice  in  e^ery  reiga 
from  the  time  of  Edward  I.  to  that  of 
Charles  II.,  to  alter  the  state  of  the  repre- 
sentation with  respect  to  boroughs,  ha 
gave  his  most  hearty  concurrence  to  the 
motion  of  his  hon.  friend,  and  thought 
that  to  give  the  pledgfe  required,  vt-as  ne- 
cessary, after  what  had  recently  passed, 
to  the  character  of  pariittment,  and  the 
salvation  of  the  slate.  The  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  had  lately  signalized  them- 
selves by  observing  the  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  their  immortal  leader^  the  lata . 
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Mr.  Pitt.  He  would  not  enter  into  any 
recapitulation  of  the  losses,  which  liberty 
sustained  during  his  lifetime,  but  he  would 
earnestly  entreat  the  house  to  remember, 
that  the  day  on  which  he  was  addressing  ' 
them,  was  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  oi 
our  liberties.  Magna  Charta,and  he  hoped 
that  the  house,  in  justice  to  the  memory  of 
our  ancestors,  would  commemorate  the 
occasion,  bv  pledging  themselves  to  re- 

.  store  the  independence  of  parliament. 

Sir  R.  Wiilianis  was  averse  from  the 
iroputmg  of  bad  motives  to  any  one,  and 
certainly  he  imputed  none  to  the  hon. 
baronet.  But  he  doubted  whether  he  might 
not  be  influenced  by  those  whose  views 
might  be  less  pure.  One  of  the  greatest 
objections  which  he  had  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  hon.  baronet  was,  that  he  did 
not  propose  to  carry  on  his  plan  of  reform 
in  that  house,  but  endeavoured  to  effect  his 
object  by  means  from  without.  The  hon. 
baronet  was  reported  in  Cobbett's  Register 
to  have  said,  that  the  house  of  commons 
was  the  only  spot  where  the  opinions  of 
Englishmen  were  treated  with  contempt. 
He  would  have  a  much  higher  opinion  of 
the,-hon.  baronet,  if  we  saw  in  him  a  dis- 
position to  effect  his  object  through  that 
nouse,  instead  of  a  desire  to  lower  it  in 
the  opinion  of  the  public. 

Sir  Jamei  Hall  observed,  that  the  hon. 
baronet,,  though  often  accused  of  obscuri- 

.  ty,  was  now  plain  and  explicit.  He  had 
stated  in  pretty  strong  terms  that  the  house 
did  not  deserve  the  confidence  of  the 
country ;  and  yet  he  came  forward  in  that 
very  house  with  his  Plan  of  Reform.  The 
motives  of  the  ^on.  baronet  mieht  be 
good,  bi^t  his  conduct,  he  thought,  ex- 
tremely dangerous.  The  plan  which  he 
had  stated  amounted  to  complete  and  radi- 
cal revolution.  The  first  savage  in  the 
world  would  certainly  have  thought  an 
attempt  to  cut  down  the  tree  which  afford- 
ed him  prptection  from  the  weather  a 
great  insult.  It  would  be  the  ruin  of  a 
ship  if  you  took  away  her  ballast.  The 
ballast  of  the  British  state  vessel  might 
.sometimes  be  too  heavy,  but  upon  the 
.whole,  she  proceeded  very  well  in  her 
course:  and  even  the  rotten  boroughs 
might  ultimately  do  a  great  deal  of  good. 
These  inappreciable  cases  produced  what 
was  called  chance.  But  as  men  of  wit 
alone  were  often  lucky  in  their  ban  mots, 
so  the  British  constitution  clearly  appear- 
ed to  have  been  the  work  of  sensible 
men.  That  constitution  ought  to  be  de- 
fended without  a  very  narrow  or  minute 


examination;  for  many  thinjgs  which  ap« 
peared  ridiculous  at  first  might  be  good 
in  their  ultimate  efiect.  Since  he  became 
a  member  of  that  house,  he  had  studied 
the  motives  of  men  a  good  deal,  not  only 
in  their  public  speeches,  but  in  their 
private  2;onversatfon,  and  the  result  wa^ 
a  conviction  that  he  bad  got  into  better 
company  than  he  at  one  time  imagined. 
He  affirmed,  that  its  votes  were  almost 
always  satisfactory  to  the  nation.  He  ad- 
verted, as  a  proof,  to  the  late  vote  respect- 
ing an  improper  militaiy  appointment, 
and  affirmed  that  the  conduct  of  the  house 
on  the  business  of  the  Duke  of  York  would 
have  been  equally  satisfactory,  had  noft 
undue  means  been  taken  to  produce  a  con- 
trary impression.  He  himself,  however, 
was  one  of  the  minority  of  125,  though 
bis  name  had  not  appeared  in  the  pub- 
lished lists.  He  could  not  assent  to 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  baronet ;  bot  be 
highly  complimented  col.  Wardle,  who 
had  so  well  conducted  himself  in  adver- 
sity. He  hoped  he  would  be  enabled  lo 
bear  pr(>Sperity  with  equal  magnanimity, 
and  not  suffer  his  brain  to  be  turned  by 
the  intoxicating  influence  of  three  times 
three. 

Mr.  Hutdtinson  would  not  su^r  the 
question  to  go  to  a  division,  without  reply- 
ing to  some  of  the  observations  and  object 
tions  which  had  been  made  to  iu  From 
what  he  had  heard  of  the  hon.*  baronet's 
speech,  one  more  constitutional,  nK>re  cal- 
culated to  entitle  him  to  th^  respectful  at- 
tention of  the  house  and  to  the  confidence 
of  the  public,  or  containing  stronger  pro- 
fessions of  a  wish  to  conciliate,  be  had 
never  heard  in  parliament.  It  was  direct- 
ed to  the  judgment,  not  to  the  passion^ 
and  certainly  did  not,  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree, justify  the  tone  of  scoff  and  ridicule, 
in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  replied  to  it.  Its  object  was  to  inswe 
the  attention  of  parliament  to  the  great 
question  of  reform  at  an  early  period  of 
the  next  sessions.  Called  upon  as  the  hoB. 
baronet  had  been,  taunted  as  it  were,  and 
provoked  to  speak  out^ — misconceived  by 
some — misrepresented  by  others — he  ha«l 
on  that  night  put  the  house  in  full  posses- 
sion of  his  thoughts,  and  although  not 
likely  on  slight  grounds  to  change  his 
opinion,  he  had  nevertheless  declared, 
that  being  disposed  to  yield  to  reason  and 
sound  argument,  he  was  anxious  to  learn 
the  sentiments  which  others  entertained. 
The  subject  of  reform  was  not  a  new  one, 
nor  now  for  the  first  time  iutrodnc^d; 
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■ome  of  the  ablest  ^atesmen  bad  consider- 
ed it  worthy  of  parliamentary  inqairy. 
But  it  bad  been  objected  that  the  hon. 
baronet  was  not  a  fit  person  to  bring  it 
forward.     Would  it  be  serioosly  contend- 
ed that  with  the  stake  which  he  possessed 
In  the  country,  with  a  property  such  as 
had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  few,  greater  than 
than  that  of  almost  any  other  member  of 
the  house  ?  Would  it  be  urged  that  a  man 
of  his  rank>  of  a  highly  cultirated  mind, 
and  of  reflective  habits,  was  not  qualified 
to  bring  forward  such  a  9ubject  ?  Was  this 
objection  taken  in  downright  earnestness  ? 
If  it  were,  Mr.  Hutchinson  would  be  glad 
to  be  informed  who  was  qualified  for  such 
a  task  ?  The  hon.  baronet  appeared  to  have 
considered   the   subject  with  great  soli-' 
citude,  and  he  had  presented  it  as  one, 
which,  if  acted  upon  as  he  suggested,  he 
flattered  himself   would   strengthen  the 
sorereign  in  the  afifections  of  his  subjects, 
promote  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the 
people,   compose   jarring   interests,   and 
•▼entually  uphold  the  state.    Such  at  least 
were  the   result  which  the  hon.  bs^ronet 
expected    fi-om  the   measure.     Another 
most  extraordinary  objection   had   been 
made,  that  he  sought  to  change  the  con- 
.stitution  of  parliament,  not  by  the  assist- 
ance of  the  house  of  commons,  but  by  the 
interference  of  the  people.    The  gentle- 
man who  had  urged  this  last  objection' 
seemed  to  have  been  strangely  inattentive 
to  the  question  before  the  house,  and  to 
the  concluding  motion  of  the  hon.  baronet, 
namely  "  that  the  house  would,  early  in 
the  next  session,  take  into  consideration 
the  state  of  the  representation  in  parlia- 
ment.''    Yet  the  hon.  baronet,  who  has 
thus  directly  appealed  to  the  parliament 
and  to  the  parliament  alone,  is  unaccount- 
ably accused  of  having  made  that  appeal 
to  the  people.    This  objection  was  no  more 
understood,  since  the  hon.  baronet  had  ex- 
pressly declared  that  he  sought  not  to  in- 
novate, but  to  restore.     Mr.  Hutchinson 
ought  perhaps  to  apologize  for  noticing 
an  imputation  which  doubtless  the  hon. 
baronet  had  listened  to  with  becoming  in- 
difference, but  feeling  that  the  character 
of  every  member  was  as  it  were  the  pro- 
perty of  the  house,  Mr.  Hutchinson  could 
not  refrain  from  saying  that  the  treatment 
.«xperienced  by  the  hon.  baronet  was  not 
that  which  at  least  on   the   present  oc- 
casion he  was  entitled  to*     Mr.  Hutchin- 
8on  in  supporting  themotiondid  not  pledge 
himself  to  the  plan  submitted,  nor  to  any 
fpecific  plao»  bat  merely  to  the  principle. 


He  was  not  ignorant  of  the  objections  to 
which  any  such  measure  was  liad>le,  and 
he  knew  that  he  hazarded   much  when 
he   professed  himself  a  friend  to  reform. 
However  concerned  as  he  should  be,  that 
the   motives  which   influenced    his  vote 
should  be  generally  misconceived,  he  was 
prepared  for  incurring  the  suspicions,  per- 
ha|>s  the  direct  censure,  of  many.    In  a 
state  which  secures  to  the  subject  so  many 
privileges  and  blessings,  there  is  a  national 
jealousy,  there  is  an  inherent  hostility  to 
any  measure  that  by  possibility  may  injure 
establishments  not  more  venerable  from 
their  antiquity  than  valuable  by  reason  of 
their  intrinsic  worth ;  but  this  sentiment* 
laudable  as  in  itself  it  may  be,  frequently 
is  carried  too  far;  particularly  where  it 
renders  us  incapable  of  discriminating  be^ 
tween  the  individuals  who  are  guided  by 
the  light  of  reason,  by  the  sole  desire  of 
altering  in  order  to  preserve,  and  those 
who  are  influenced   by  the  most   trea- 
sonable and  base  designs.     The  fate  of 
other  nations^  which  have  fallen  yictimi 
either  to  the  treachery  or  ignorance  df 
their    political    leaders,    or    have    been 
overwhelmed   by   their  blind,  unbridled 
passions,  adds  not  a  little  to  the  prevail- 
ing disinclination  and  distrust.     The  ho- 
nest zeal  of  the  reformer  is  set  at  nought; 
the  very  excrescences  are  too  sacred  to 
be  touched ;  even  the  rust  of  time  is  to 
be  respected,  lest  we  should  injure  or  de- 
face.    But  in  contemplating  the  fall   of 
other  states,  we  ought  not  to  forget,  that 
they  refused  to  reform,  while*  reformation 
was  yet  possible  and  safe  ;  neither  should 
we  confound  with  the  leveller  and  revolu* 
tionist,  those  who  are    only  desirous  of 
doing  aw%y  the  abuses  and  imperfections 
arising  from  the  operation  of  time,  to  which 
every  government  and  all  human  institu- 
tions are  more  or  less  liable.     The  revolu- 
tionist would  destroy,  the  reformer  would 
preserve.      It  is  only  the  ignorant  and 
superstitious  who  fancy  that  that  which 
was  originally  good,  perhaps  approaching 
to  perfection,  is  not  subject  to  corruption 
and  decay — "  corruptio  optime  pessimo.'' 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  foundation  and 
main  pillars  of  the  constitution  were  sound; 
and  while  he  admitted  the  theory  of  the 
composition  of  parliament  to  be  adiiiir&ble, 
it  was  impossible  not  to  observe  that  the 
people  were  imperfectly  represented,  at 
the  present  period,  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons.    It  was  his  duty  to  speak  respect* 
fully  of  the  decisions  of  the  honee,  althouffb 
he  had  diflered  from  many  of  those  of  tM 
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present  flesaions ;  but  be  could  not  doubt» 
that  bad  tbe  bouse  been  otberwise  con- 
gtitnted,  tbe  result  of  tbeir  deliberaii<mt 
would  bave  been  far  di£&renL  Had  tbe 
voice  and  wisbes  of  tbe  people  possessed 
more  influence,  tbe  appeals  of  tbe  mem- 
bers ibr  Oakbampton,  Morpeth,  Lanerk- 
sbire,  Boston,  Wateifocd,  and  Queen's 
county,  could  not  bave  been  made  in  vain ; 
nor  in  tbe  few  instances  in  which  minisr 
ters  were  defeated,  bad  there  been  a  dif- 
ferent representation,  would  there  have 
been  found  a  set  of  men,  hardy  enough  to 
bave  defended  the  measures  which  were 
arraigned,  and  by  the  vote  of  the  house 
condepAned.  For  instance,  tbe  motion  of 
''  the  member  for  Hull  could  not  have  met 
with  opposition;  nor  could  a  moment's 
resistance  have  been  offered  to  that  of  the 
worthy  member  for  Waterford,  who  ob- 
jected to  a  clause  indemnifying  from  the 
operation  of  the  law  an  entire  class  of  his 
majesty's  subjects,  which  clause  was  de- 
fended by  ministers  on  the  extraordinary 
•nd  disgusting  plea  of  general  and  incor- 
rigible corruptness ;  a  plea  which  contain- 
ea  a  libel  against  the  people  of  Ireland, 
mad  under  the  influence  of  which,  an  inde- 
cent attempt  had  been  made  to  prevail  on 
tbe  house  of  commons  to  screen  from 
punishment  those  who  had  corruptly  vio- 
lated the  law.  When  tbe  member  for 
Carlisle,  prompted  by  tbe  purest  zeal  for 
ibe  public  interest,  introduced  a  bill  for 
«'  securing  the  independence  and  purity . 
of  parliament,"  had  the  house  been  difie- 
rently  constituted,  no  minister  would  have 
ventured  so  to  trifle  with  the  feelings  and 
interests  of  the  people  as  to  bave  converted 
that  bill  into  one  of  a  directly  opposite 
tendency,  a  bill  which  be  v|ps  one  of 
those  who  thought  ought  rather  to  have 
been  entitled  **  a  bill  for  more  effectually 
preventing  the  sale  of  seats  in  parliament 
for  money,  and  for  promoting  a  monopoly 
thereof  to  the  Treasury  by  the  means  of 
pMronage/'  It  originally  liad  his  sup- 
port, but  that  support  he  was  reluctantly 
obliged  to  withdraw,  being  of  opinion  that 
under  tbe  all-bly thing  hand  of  ministers,  it 
soon  lost  its  pritnitive  purity  and  value ; 
for,  by  the  enactments  as  they  came  out  of 
the  Committee,  it  had  become  a  bill  cal- 
culated to  increase  the  very  evil  it  pro- 
fessed to  remedy,  and  very  alarmingly  to 
add  to  the  already  too  preponderating  in- 
'fluenoe  of  the  crown  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons. There  sorely  must  be  something 
radically  wrong  at  this  moment,  when 
members  in  tbeir  places  bave  unbhisbingly 


declatod,  that  aeats  in  tbat  boose  were  piOi> 
cured  by  money*  Tbe  avowal  in  other 
tiaaes  of  this  practice  wonld  not  bave  beea 
tolerated !  At  tbe  present  day  ft  hum  btaa 
made,  not  only  witboat  companction,  bat 
with  such  effrontery,  as  to  have  roiMlered 
this  great  and  crying  pablic  seaadal  in  it- 
•elf  sofficient  to  justify  a  unanimoas  cai 
for  reforoi.  The  -^ri^  Jion.  goat,  (tbe 
Speaker),  by  his  hnpressive  and  constte- 
tiend  speecrh,  bad  exerted  himself  to  as- 
sert tbe  dignity,  and  maintain  the  bonoK 
of  tbe  house.  That  speech  should  be  esi^ 
tercd  on  the  jonmals,  that,  at  a  fotara  pe- 
riod, when  these  debates  shlll  be  aHocM 
to,  the  exposition  of  the  statute  law,  and 
of  the  law  of  parliament,  under  the  bigb 
authority  of  the  Speaker  of  the  boose  of 
commons,  may  appear  on  record  as  tbe 
fullest  condemnation  of  this  iiraod  tssk  tbe 
constitution  of  parliament.  Above  dl,  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  consider  tbe 
house  of  commons  otberwise  tbanmostd^ 
fectively  composed,  when  be  recollected 
that  the  seventh  session  sioce  tbe  Unm 
bad  nearly  closed,  and  no  attempt  made  to 
render  that  measure  beneficial  to  the  faisb 
people,  all  inquiry  into  their  conditka 
having  been  obstinately,  luit  to  say  syate- 
matically,  repelled,  and  pledges  the  most 
solemn  violated  with  a  levity  unexampled 
between  nations  I  never  tolerated  by  naaa 
from  man !  even  the  letter  of  the  Unkm 
not  respected  !  What  else  was  tbe  "  Ano* 
hibition  Bill"  than  a  direct  infringenaent  of 
one  of  the  most  positive  and  ezplick  pro- 
visions of  that  act !  Was  Ireland  thastseat- 
ed  because  she  happened  to  be  tbevreakar 
party?  Had  she  not  sufficiently  sofierod 
by  the  surrender  of  her  national  rigfala^ 
Was  this  embargo  on  the  export  of  ^ber 
spirits  to  England  (perhaps  the  only  bene^ 
fit,  commercial  or  other,  wbich  she  baa 
derived  from  the  Union)  intended  as  a  fore- 
taste of  what  she  may  yet  expect  ?  Oa 
the  whole,  judging  of  tbe  boose  by  tbeir 
late  measures,  by  tbat  wbich  they  bave 
done,  and  by  what  they  have  £siiled  in 
doing ;  looking  to  the  formidably  prepon- 
derating influence  of  the  crown  in  tise 
house  of  commons,  and  in  the  counlry,  fae 
had  no  hesitation  in  repeating  his  opinion, 
that  a  reform  of  the  house  of  comtnons 
had  become  a  measure  of  absolute  neoea- 
sity,  and  one  whidh  he  was  conTtoced 
would  not  too  soon  be  effected. 

Mr.  Wetum  said  be  sboold  giae  bis  as- 
sent to  the  motion  of  tbe  boo.  baronet. 
fiat  he  wished  to  be  underetbod  by  sto 
means  to  pledge  bimself  to  support  tba 
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pwrtieukr  plan*  snggested  by  the  hon. 
mo?er  in  the  course  of  his  speech.  He 
had  been  a  constant  friend  to  Parlia- 
mentary Reform.  He  voted  for  the  mo- 
tion which  was  brought  forward  in  the 
year  \19*S  upon  the  subject,  and  again  in 
1707,  and  he  certainly  was  of  opinion  that 
a  reform  in  the  representation  was  nofless 
necessftry  at  the  present  moment  than  if 
was  at  that  period  ;  and  he  was  satisfied 
iIm  times  were  more  favourable  to  thecon- 
siileratiDn  of  such  a  measure  than  at  the 
periods  alluded  to.  He  thought  it  essen- 
tially necessary  to  give  an  assurance  to 
the  public,  that  the  house  would  take  the 
qqe«tion  into  consideration  early  in  the 
•n^uing  session. 

Mr.  harham  was  averse  from  the  pledge, 
because  he  was  not  convinced  that  the 
generality  of  the  people  were  anxious  for 
af  reform.  But  at  the  same  time  he  agreed 
that  the  hon.  baronet  had  been  unkind I3' 
treated.  No  speech  was  ever  more  distin- 
guislted  for  its  candour,  and  moderation,  or 
less  calculated  to  irritate  the  passions,  than 
that  of  the  hon.  baronet.  He  wished  gen- 
'tlemen  would  explain  a  little  what  they 
meant  .by^ the  restoration  •f  the  constitu- 
tion to  its  original  purity.  He  could  not 
find,  m  the  course  of  his  reading,  any 
time  when  the  people  had  greater  weight 
m  the  constitution,  than  at  present. 

Sir  Thomas  Turton  asked,  whether  the 
constitution  in  ancient  times  depended  so 
much  upon  the  borough  system  ?  In  this 
respect  it  might  be  purified.  In  ancient 
times  the  representation  was  a  represen- 
liation  of  property.  These  boroughs  were 
'  once  places  of  great  wealth  and  property, 
I  and  upon  that  ground  sent  mem))ers  to 
parliament.  But  circumstances  being  al- 
tered, the  representation  ought  to  be  va- 
I'ied  accordingly.  In  former  times,  none 
Were  free  except  fireeholders ;  but  now 
copyholders  werfe  equally  free  and  secure, 
and  mi^ht  therefore  partake  of  the  free- 
holders' privileges.  As  to  the  personal 
reflections  thrown  out  against  the  hon. 
baronet,  any  one  conscious  of  the  purity 
of  his  motives  might  easily  despise  these, 
and  in  truth,  it  was  always  a  proof  of  a 
bad  cause  on  the  side  of  those  who  resorted 
to  sucli  means  of  defence.  As  to  the  par- 
^ular  plan  of  the  hon.  baronet,  he  saw 
Tery  great  objections  to  it  in  many  points 
of  view.  But  he  understood  the  hon. 
Baronet  to  require  no  more  than  a  pledge 
fix>m  the  house,  that  it  would  consider  the 
■tnbject  He  was  not  over  fond  of  pledges, 
but  concurring  in  the  principle,  he  would 


vote  for  it  if  pushed  to  a  division.  1  The 
gentlemen  opposite  were  averse  to  any 
consideration  of  the  subject ;  they  Would 
have  nothing  reformed,  and  resembled 
squire  Weatern  in  Tom  Jones,  who  in  mi« 
01  his  disputes  with  his  sister,  exclaimed. 

*'  that  he  would  be  d d  if  he  went  to 

church  if  the  liturgy  was  amended.'^ 

Mr.  /f.  TVac^^Fdeclawd  himself  friendly 
to  the  question  of  reform,  and  would  vote 
for  entertaining  it  witliout  pledging  him* 
self  to  the  particular  plan.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  opposite  said,  that  the  generality  of 
the  people  were  not  disposed  for  reform. 
How  did  the  right  hon.  gent,  ascertain 
this?  The  people  in  their  public  meet- 
ings had,  from  One  end  of  the  kingdom  to 
the  other,  expressed  themselves  in  fa- 
TOur  of  reform ;  and  how  could  their  sen* 
timents  be  collected,  except  in  their  pub«.  • 
lie  meetings  ?  It  had  also  been  said,  that 
the  people  scarcely  ever  complained  of 
the  decisions  of  that  house.  How  could 
that  be  known?  There  might  be  many  de- 
cisions with  which  the  nation  was  highly 
displeased,  though  its  sentiments  were  not 
openly  'expressed.  The  decision  in  the 
case  of  the  Duke  of  York  might  have 
been  passed  over  in  this  manner,  had  it 
not  been  for  some  peculiar  circumstances 
in  that  case  which  roused  the  people  to  a 
loud  and  almost  universal  declaration  of 
their  disapprobation.  The  people  had 
only  to  become  familiar  with  Reform  to 
see  its  propriety,  and  oven  necessity.  It 
was  only  by  connectin'g  it  with  the  French 
Revolution,  with  "  no  popery,*'  &c.  that 
it  had  for  a  time  been  rendered  unpopular. 
All  this,  however,  was  now  over.  The 
peopl^  would  judge  coolly  and  tempe- 
rately, without  allowing  themselves  to  be 
distracted  by  such  artifices  as  these.  He 
did  not  at  all  pledge  himself  to  the  support 
of  the  plan  now  proposed  ;  but  as  nothing 
more  was  required  by  this  Resolution  thah 
that  the  house  should  take  the  subject 
into  consideration  early  in  the  next  ses- 
sion, he  would  certainly  give  his  voice  in 
its  favour. 

On  a  division,  the  numbers  wiere 
For  sir  Francis  Burdett's  motion  -  13 
Against  it -.--74 


Majority  against  the  motien  -  -  -  • 
last  qftht  Minority. 

Adams,  Charles  Hatch  iiwon,  C. 

Burdett,  «ir  Francis  Kftapp»  O. 

CaB>pbell,  general  Lefevre,  C  3. 

Combe,  Harvey  Madocks,  W.  A. 

Cuthbert,  J.  R,  Maxwell,  W. 
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Moore.  Peter  Werdle,  G.  L. 

TbomtoD,  Henry  Wettero,  C.  C. 

Tracey,  Hanbury  Wharton,  John 

'furion,  sir  Thomas 

Lord  Cochrane  was,  accidentally,  out  of  the 
bouse  at  the  time  of  the  division,  and  the  hon.  Mr. 
Lyttleton  paired  off. 

[Cbuelty  to  Anihals'  BfLL.]  Sir  C. 
Bwnbuxy  moved,  that  the  house  should  go 
iato  a  Committee  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Windham  moved  as  an  Amendment, 
that  the  bill  be  commtUed  this  da^r  three 
months. 

On  the  question  that  the  house  should 
now  go  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  bill, 
the  numbers  were 

Ayes  .-r 27 

Noes  -  - -  -  -  37 

Majority  against  the  bill 10 

The  bill  was  of  course  .thrown  out. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Monday,  June  19. 

[Regal  of  East  India  Cadets  and 
Writers.]  Sir  Thomas  Twrton  rose  to 
bring  forward  his  promised  motion  respect- 
ing the  determination  formed  by  the  Court 
of  East  India  Directors,  to  the  perempto- 
ry recal  of  those  persons  whose  appoint- 
ments to  India  as  Cadets  and  Writers  were 
procured  by  corrupt  or  clandestine  influ- 
ence. The  hon.  bart.  argued  at  length  on 
what  he  termed  the  cruelty  and  injustice 
of  not  only  recalling  those  persons  from 
India,  after  years  of  faithful  service,  but 
totally  ruining  their  future  prospects,  by 
declaring  them  incapable  of  being  again 
employed  in  the  East  India  Company's 
service ;  to  the  preparation  for  which,  the 
whole  education  and  study  of  their  youth 
had  been  devoted.  Some  of  the  persons 
who  now  became  subject  to  this  harsh  sen- 
tence were  younff  men  of  first-rate  talents, 
who  had  carried  out  with  them  certiti- 
cates  of  being  the  most  accomplished  profi- 
cients in  the  Eastern  languages  ever  sent 
out  from  England.  If  any  charge  of  cri- 
mhiaiity  was  fairly  incurred  in  these  cases, 
it  was  not  by  the  parties  doomed  to  be  the 
victims,  but  by  their  friends  who  negoti- 
ated, and  the  Directors  who  procured  their 
appointments;  the  persons  themselves  were 
Hot  apprized  that  any  risk  was  attached  to 
ihese  appointments,  or  that  circumstances 
in  the  mode  of  their  attainment  might  ren- 
der them  nugatory ;  of  which  it  would 
have  been  no  more  than  justice  to  apprize 
them,  in  order  that  they  might  have  been 
induced  to  mak«  minute  and  cautious  in- 


quiry before  they  undertook  the  trouble 
and  expence  of  a  voyage  to  India,  and  de- 
voted some  of  the  best  years  of  ihek 
youth  to  pursuits  from  which  they  most 
now  be  cut  off,  for  facts  of  which  they 
would  receive  the  first  intimation  with  the 
order  for  their  recal.  This  determinatioa 
he  said,  was  founded  upon  a  Resolutioa  of 
a  Report  so  long  since  as  171)6.  But  eyen 
if  the  parties  then  injured  were  apprised 
of  iiny  law  which  made  the  places  liable 
to  forfeiture  that  were  obtained  by  pur- 
chase or  corrupt  influence,  it  was  not  Yery 
natural  for  them  to  conceive  the  Company 
seriously  intended  the  rigorous  inforce* 
ment  of  such  a  law,  when  they  every  day 
saw  advertisements  in  the  public  printi^ 
for  the  open  sale  and  purchase  of  sach  ^« 
pointments,  without  any  public  or  avowed 
discountenance  from  the  Court  of  Directon. 
The  hon.  bart.  concluded  by  moving^  "  That 
this  house  do  not  concur  with  the  determina- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Court  in  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  Abuse  of  East-India  Patronage,  as  finr 
as  it  related  to- the  immediate  necessity  of 
recalling,  and  declaring  incapable  of  hold- 
ing any  future  situations,  those  persons, 
who,  though  either  innocent  or  ignorant  of 
the  means  by  which  their  situations  were 
procured,  would  be  thus  visited  by  a  mea- 
sure of  severity  equally  repugnant  to  Bri- 
tish justice  and  the  rights  of  humanity." 

Mr.  /2.  Dundas  vindicated  the  conduct 
of  the  Court  of  Directors  in  the  determina- 
tion they  bad  felt  it  their  duty  to  adop^ 
however  painful  to  their  private  feelings, 
but  to  which  they  were  bound  hv  every 
sense  of  official  obligation.  The  hon.  1»- 
ronet  was  in  an  error  when  he  stated  that 
this  determination  of  the  Directors  was 
founded  upon  an  obsolete  Resolution  of 
1796:  for  the  Directors  had  long  since 
resolved  to  pass  over  in  amnesty  all  tha 
appointments  improperly  obtained  pre- 
viously to  that  date.  Equally  erroneous 
was  the  hon»  baronet's  statement,  that  the 
public  were  not  sufficiently  apprized  of  the 
determination  of  the  Directors  upon  this 
subject,  or  that  any  person  could  fairly 
plead  ignorance  in  excuse ;  for  not  only 
bad  a  positive  act  of  parliament  passed 
upon  the  subject,  authorizing  the  court  of 
directors  to  recal  any  of  their  servants  in 
India  whom  they  might  see  cause  to  recal ; 
but  so  lately  as  the  year  1806,  they  an- 
nounced in  the  London  (xazette,  and  in  all 
the  London  and  British  provincial  news- 
papers, the  determination  to  annul  everj 
appointment  in  their  service^  which  shifHdd 
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appear  to  be  obtained  by  claudestine  or 
Qurreptitious  means.  But  if,  at  the  first 
rooi&ent  that  the  Court  of  Directors*  after  a 
long  and  diligent  inquiry,  were  enabled  to 
discover  the  appointments  thus  improperly 
obtained,  parliament  was  to  interfere  and 
prereot  them  from  carrying  into  eflfect 
Ihetr  resolution ;  and  the  o§ence  was  to 
pass  with  impunity  in  the  only  quarter 
where  it  could  be  punished  with  exemplary 
eilect,  it  would  be  in  Tain  for  the  Direc- 
tors to  pass  any  resolution,  or  lay  down 
any  law  for  the  preyenticm  of  such  abuses. 
I^or  these  reasons,  not  seeing  the  house  of 
commons  in  any  degree  bound  to  adopt  the 
proposition,  he  would,  out  of  respect  to 
the  hon.  baronet,  rather  than  oppose  him 
by  a  direct  negative,  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Bankea  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee,  and  thought  that 
the  house  should  pause  before  they  would 
interfere  with  the  Court  of  Directors.  He 
called  upon  the  house  to  recollect,  that  the 
act  invested  in  the  Court  those  powers 
which  the  present  Resolution  went  to  in- 
terfere witb.  He  said  that  it  was  quite 
futile  to  make  the  provisions  which  had 
been  made,  if  they  were  to  be  frittered 
away  by  excepting  the  sons  of  the  per- 
sons who  had  purchased  those  situations. 
As,  therefore,  the  motion  appeared  to  him 
to  have  a  tendency  to  intertere  wkh  the 
Court  of  Directors  and  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, he  should  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Windham  said  that  he  could  not 
tielp  adverting  to  that  subject  upon  which, 
on  a  former  night,  he  had  occasion  to 
make  some  observations.  He  meant  that 
sort  of  outrageous  virtue,  that,  while  it  laid 
claim  to  immaculate  purity  for  itself,  went 
beyond  all  bounds  in  venting  its  vengeance 
asainst  tha  alledged  criminality  of  others. 
\  "niis  was  too  much  the  principle  in  the 
present  case.  In  this  way  of  overdoing 
justice,  gentlemen  seemed  to  argue  in  the 
same  way  the  great  king  of  Prussia  did ; 
who,  when  a  soldier  in  a  fresb  breeze  had 
bis  hat  blown  off,  had  the  soldier  severely 
punished  for  this  accident:  and  it  cer- 
tainly was  observed  afterwards,  that  whe- 
ther the  man  was  innocent  or  not,  fewer 
bats  fell  off  afterwards.  He,  however, 
was  not  for  arguing  in  this  manner  in 
order  to  justify  the  punishing  the  innt>cent, 
which  he  took  to  be  impossible.  And  in- 
deed, before  any  such  absurd  principle 
was  reported  to,  amcia  pmu  ientmda. 
Every  means  should  be  tried  to  get  at  the 
fad  desired,  bafore  they  should  adopt  ^o 

Vol.  XIV. 


harsh  and  unjust  a  mpde  as  was  suggested 
by  the  Report  of  the  Committee.  He 
should  vote  for  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Wallace  objected  to  the  Resolution, 
because  he  could  see  no  good  to  arise  from 
it.  The  substantial  object  of  the  motion 
was  to  be  relieved  from  the  Resolution  of 
the  Directors,  which  the  house  could  not 
effect  by  such  a  measure ;  and  it  wouM 
be  most  unconstitutional  to  attempt,  by  a 
Resolution  of  that  house,  to  overawe  the 
Directors  in  the  due  discharge  of  the  duty 
vested  solely  in  them  by  act  of  Parliament. 
It  would,  in  fact,  be  to  do  away,  by  one 
branch  of  the  legislature,  what  had  beeo 
enacted  by  all  the  three  branches,  who 
hud  left  the  whole  power  of  sending  out 
and  recalling  their  servants,  entirely  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Directors  of  the  East 
India  Company.  The  boa.  baronet  thought 
the  Resolution  of  the  Directors  should  at 
present  be  only  prospective,  but  if  that 
were  to  be  the  case,  how  could  they,  after 
what  had  passed,  suppose  that  it  would  be 
more  effectual  than  it  had  been  on  former 
occasions  ?  He  should  therefore  give  it 
his  negative. 

Mr.  Stephen  spoke  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
tion. He  said,  that  when  this  matter  of 
the  traffic  in  East  India  Patronage  first 
came  accidentally  before  the  house,  he 
had  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  house, 
in  appointing  a  Committee,  went  out  of  its 
province,  and  had  no  more  business  to  in- 
terfere than  they  had  with  the  conduct  of 
the  clerks  of  the  Bank  of  England  ;  but 
having  oi>ce  so  far  interfered,  and  the 
Committee,  from  feelings  of  a  proper  in- 
dignation, having  expressed  a  strong  opi- 
nion on  the  transaction,  he  thought  ii 
wpuld  be  but  fetr  and  reasonable  m  th^ 
house  now  to  give  their  opinion  on  that 
part  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  in 
order  to  neutralize  the  matter,  and  that 
the  house  might  leave  the  question  whera 
they  found  it,  and  that  the  Directors  might 
be  at  liberty  to  act  as  they  thought  pro- 
per after  it.  He  coincided  in  opinion  witb 
Mr.  Windham,  and  thought  the  Resolution 
of  the  hon.  baronet  not  only  an  act  of 
humanity,  but  of  strict  justice.  He  dwelt 
with  considerable  feeling  on  the  hardship 
of  ruining  young  men  who  had  suffered 
the  unspeakable  tormerit  of  having  torn 
themselves  from  their  nearest  and  dearest 
relatives,  friends,  and  from  their  native 
country,  for  the  purpose  of  rising  in  the 
world  ;  whose  prospects  would  perhaps  ba 
just  beginning  to  fa(right.en  upon  tbem» 
when  they  would  griceive  their  recal,  foK 
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an  act  done  by  their  father  or  goanlian, 
to  which  they  were  no  parties,  but  alto- 
gether ignorant  of  any  thing  having  been 
done  amiss.  Was  it  la  the  father  who 
gave  »he  money  they  were  to  be  brought 
back  ?  Alas !  no — the  father  might  be 
dead  before  their  return,  and  it  might  be 
to  the  sorrowing  arms  of  a  widowed  mo- 
ther, who  looked  to  him  as  the  prop  of  her 
old  age;  or  to  those  of  destitute  sister.^' 
who  wool<l  behold  in  him  un  object  of 
beggary  and  ruin.  He  was  a  total  stranger 
to  all  the  par»ies  who  could  be  affected 
by  the  re-olution  of  the  Directors ;  but, 
frorf^  the  circumstances  he  had  mentioned, 
he  could  not  refuse  his  support  to  the  pre- 
sent motion. 

Mr.  Grant  {the  Chairman  of  the  East 
India  Company)  went  into  an  historical 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  since  the  year  179S,  in  which 
he  enumerated  the  yarioua  reasons  for  en- 
tering into  the  Resolutions  in  1799  and 
1806,  respecting  the  sale  and  traffic  of 
Kast  India  Patronage,  and  said  the  Direc- 
tors thought  themselves  bound  to  adhere 
to  the  letter  fts  well  as  spirit  of  them.  The 
power  had  been  invested  in  them  by  the 
Committee,  and  if  taken  out  of  their  bands 
it  must  weaken,  and  in  the  end  destroy, 
the  establishment  When  -the  matter  of 
there  having  been  improper  practices  first 
came  out  before  the  house,  it  was  very 
warmly  taken  up ;  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire^  into  the  business,  and 
the  daily  papers  teemed  with  comments 
and  reflections,  to  the  tendency  of  which 
the  Directors  could  not  be  innensible.  The 
learned  gent,  who  spoke  last  had  said, 
that  he  supported  the  motion  because  the 
Resolution  proposed  by  it  would  neutralize 
the  report  of  the  Committee.  He  tor  his 
own  part  could  rtot,  however,  see  how  it 
was  so  to  operate  ;  because  the  Directors 
did  not  form  their  Resolution  on  that  Re- 
port, but  from  a  conviction  in  their  own 
minds  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary. 
He  had  no  authority  from  the  Court  to  ex- 
press their  sentiments;  but  he  could  say 
for  himself,  that  unless  the  opinion  of  the 
house  should  be  peremptory  and  expressed 
as  a  kind  of  command  on  the  Directoi^,  he, 
for  his  own  part,  having  acted, from  con- 
scientious motires,  and  done  what  he 
thought  the  welfare  and  best  interest  of 
the  Company  required,  could  not  alter  his 
opinion  on  the  subject.  As  to  the  argu- 
ment of  inhumanity,  it  certainly  applied 
to  the  parents  of  the  young  men  who  are 
fonn  Quit  i^ho  knew  they  were  acting 
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wroiig  in  giving  money  for  such  places, 
and  by  no  means  to  the  Court  of  Directors. 
He  should  therefore  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  Frcfjumtle  said  the  Resolution  was 
not  meant  to  be  imperative;  it  was  no 
mandate,  but  merely  the  opinion  of  tht 
house  on  the  Report  of  one  of  its  Commit* 
tees.  He  thought  the  Resolution  a  very 
proper  one,  and  called  for  not  only  as  an 
act  of  humanity,  but  of  strict  justice,  and 
as  such  it  should  have  his  vote. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  thought 
the  motion,  as  worded,  clearly  told  tb« 
Directors  they  had  acted  contrary  not  only 
to  the  principles  of  British  justice,  but 
also  contrary  to  the  commen  rights  of  hn* 
maniU'.  He  thought  if  the  house  adopted 
the  Resolution,  they  ought  to  go  farther, 
and  tell  the  Directors,  that  they  have  not 
only  acted  wrong,  but  must  rescind  their 
Resolution  and  blot  it  out  of  their  book» 
The  hon.  baronet  must,  surely,  mean  that ; 
or  else,  master  as  he  had  often  proved 
himself  to  be  of  language,  he  would  nerer 
have  worded  the  motion  as  he  bad  done. 
The  hon.  baronet,  and  all  those  who  sup- 
ported the  motion,  had  advanc^  the  same 
arguments;  had  all  contended  there  was 
not  sufhcient  notice.  He  insisted  on  thm 
contrary,  that  the  Resolutions  of  1799  and 
1806,  pt^blished  as  they  had  been  in  the 
Gazette,  provincial  papers,  and  4n  all  the 
instruotiotis  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  were 
fully  sufficient.  It  had  been  said  the  house 
did  not  want  to  interfere  with  the  powers 
of  the  Directors,  but  only  to  neutralizt 
them.  He  thought  the  house  could  do  no 
such  thing,  but  that  the  effect  must  b« 
what  he  had  stated.  The  Directors  had, 
in  his  opinion,  fairly  drawn  the  line  ;  they 
had  confined  themselves  to  the  facts  last 
brought  to  light,  and  no  one  would  sufl&r  by 
the  resolution  but  those  who  bad  used  those 
illegal  practices  since  1806,  which  was  no 
great  length  of  time.  For  one,  he  thought 
the  house  ought  not  to  interfere  vrith  the 
I^rec*tors,  who  had  acted  only  in  a  re-^ 
sponsible  situation,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
prevent  the  patronage  of  the  Compaby^ 
from  being  abused.  He  must  therefore 
oppose  the  motion. 

Sir  Samuel  Rondlfy  saw  no  impropnetj 
in  that  house  coming  to  any  ICesolutioa 
upon  a  Report  of  their  Committee ;  bat  he 
saw  gifeat  injustice  in  the  mode  of  proce- 
dure recommended  fbr  the  recall  of  thoat 
gentlemen,  whom  they  coold  not>  pat  into 
the  same  places  here,  of  which  tney  de- 
prived them  in  India,  though  avowedly  in* 
ngce&t  of  the  offence  they  wished  to  pal  a 
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•top  to.  Not  to  dwell  upon  the  lacriBce 
of  health,  friends,  and  connections,  which 
they  had  submitted  to,  the  injustice  itself 
was  sufficiently  flagrant  without  dwelling 
upon  atiy  other  comideration ;  what  would 
they  say  of  those  legislators  who  should' 
«nact  the  punishment  of  the  children  of 
those  offenders  who  had  fled  their  coun- 
try, in  order  to  avoid  the  consequence  of 
their  crimes  ?  The  cases  were  parallel, 
for  in  the  present  instace  they  were  going 
to  punish  the  children  for  the  offences  of 
the  father.  But  he  confessed,  he  did  not 
know  how  well  to  account  for  the  great 
display  of  austere  justice;  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  seemed  so  ambitious  to 
make,  and  in  that  house,  too,  in  their  places 
in  parliament,  and  above  all  in  that  very 
session  of  parliament-^-a  session  in  the 
course  of  which  those  austere  notions  of 
justice  had  been  so  softened  down  and 
accommodated  to  existing  circumstances — 
a  session  in  which  there  had  been  so  much 
of  generous  allowance  and,  clemency,  and 
where  such  abundant  room  was  made  for 
the  loau  penitauia!  [Hear!  hear!]  The 
offenders,  to  be  sure,  were  rather  of  a 
higher  order  than  that  of  a  humble  Cadet 
But,  surely  such  rigorous  proceedings  did 
not  become  that  house  in  that  instance 
against  those  avowedly  innocent,  when  in 
«  case  in  which  a  Secretary  of  State  was 
the  accused,  they  thought  it  right  to  go 
no  farther  in  it,  because  it  was  possible 
that  as  he  did  not  complete  the  crime,  he 
might  have  haply  repented  before  he 
would  have  completed  it  If  in  that  and 
other  instances  they  thought  it  better  to 
look  rather  to  the  future  than  the  past,  why 
should  they  think  differently  now  ?  W  hen 
even  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Beauchamp  Hill, 
who  was  charsed  with  receiving  bribes, 
to  connive  at  frauds  in  the  revenue,  they 
had  thought  it  best  to  overlook  what  was 
gone  by,  upon  what  principle  of  consist- 
ency could  they  now  adopt  a  course  of 
sucn  implacable  severity  towards  the  in- 
nocent 

The  Attorney  General  said,  he  could  not 
but  think  the  opinion  just  given  by  his 
learned  friend,  had  been  adopted  merely 
to  introduce  the  observations  he  badmade. 
He  restated  the  arguments  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  said,  the 
Nonly  question  was,  whether  the  house 
•hould  by  the  ResoloHon,  intimate  to  the 
Directors  that  they  ought  to  rescind  their 
Resolution.  If  this  motion  was  adopted. 
It  must  have  that  effect ;  and  he  slipuld 
therefore  oppose  it 
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Mr.  Peter  Moore  spoke  shortly  in  favour 
of  the  motion.  He  saij  three  \Vritershi|>s 
had  been  disposed  of.  Who  gave. these 
Writerships?  Mr.  Thellusson.  Who  Hold 
them?  Mr.  Woodfoi-d,  his  relation,  to  whom 
he  gave  them.  Mr.  Woodford  had  been 
obliged  to  leave  the  country,  and  Mr. 
Thellussonwas  turned  out  of  the  Direction. 
The  Directors  had  punished  those  who  were 
guilty,  and  they  had  done  enough.  Any 
thing  more  would  be  to  visit  th^  sins  of  the 
fathers  on  the  children,  and  he  should 
therefore  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Lushmgton  was  so  confident  that 
the  Cadets  would  suffer  no  injustice  from 
the  Court  of  Directors,  that  he  would  vote 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  paid  a  tribute  to  sir 
Samuel  Romilly,  and  commented  on  the 
happy  applications  of  that  learned  gentle- 
man's great  abilities,  to  the  proceedings 
of  that  house  during  the  present  sessions. 

Mr.  if.  Smith  was  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  N.  Vansittart  expressed  a  wish  that 
the  Court  of  Directors  would  reconsider 
their  determination. 

Mr.  H,  Thornton  said,  though  the  rule 
might  in  strictness  be  thought  a  harsh  one^ 
still  as  under  the  coatroul  of  the  Directora 
it  would  experience  relaxation,  he  thought 
the  motion  was  unnecessary. 

Sir  T.  Turton  then  replied.  He  said, 
that  it  was  admitted  that  the  rule  ought  to  be 
relaxed,  but  if  it  was  so  harsh  a  orre,  why 
should  it  not  rather  be  given  up  altogether  ^ 
He  denied  that  his  Keiolution  had  any- 
tendency  to  interfere  with  the  powers  of 
tlie  Court  of  Directors  or  with  the  acts  oC 
parliament.  It  was  a  Resolution  upon 
a  passage  in  a  Report  of  their  Committee, 
and  it  was  every  way  competent  for  theui 
to  discuss  and  decide  upon  it. 

The  house  then  divided,  when  the  Re-i 
solution  of  sir  Thomas  Turton  was  negs^- 
tived,  the  numbers  being. 

Ayes 35 

Noes 77 

Miyority  against-ik  ------  42 

[Public  Economy.] — Mr.  Wardle  rost 
and  spoke  nearly  as  follows : 

Sir;  Had  I  not  been  so  loudly  called 
upon,  on  a  recent  occasion,  to  explain  a 
sutement  I  at  that  time  made,  I  should* 
not  at  this  moment  have  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  trouble  the  house  upon  the  sub* 
ject ;  but  being  so  called  upon.  Sir,  I  think 
I  have  a  peculiar  claim  to  the  indulgenca 
of  the  bouse. 
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Bat  M  that  system  of  oomiptian,  which 
from  my  soul  I  deprecate,  I  shall  ever 
oppose  myself;   and  in  so  doing  I  am 


In  the  first  phice.  Sir,  I  beg  to  state 
)irhat  it  was  I  did  assert  upon  the  occasion 
alluded  to.  I  said.  Sir,  •*  lliat  on  the 
cVent  of  an  efficient  Reform  in  Parliament, 
foch  a  reform  as  would  insure  to  the 
people  in  their  representatives,  active  sup- 
porters of  their  rights,  and  faithful  guar- 
dians of  their  purse,  I  did  not  hesitate  to 
iay,  that  I  was  of  opinion  that  the  amoum 
of  the  Income  Tax  might  be  done 
away.'' 

Had  no  preceding  declarations  of  a  si- 
milar nature  been  made  by  others,  I 
should  not  hare  been  surprised  at  the 
insinuations  that  were  thrown  out,  or  at 
the  clamour  that  was  raised  against  me  in 
consecjnence  of  such  observation ;  but  I 
oonless  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  at  such 
insinuations  and  such  clamours,  when  I 
have  discovered  that  language  simitar  in 
Its  tendency,  though  much  stronger  in 
itself,  had  been  used  by  a  statesman,  so 
peculiarly  respected  by  the  gentlemen  op- 
posite ;  I  mean  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  in  17S2, 
•aid,  "  If  there  always  had  been  a  house 
of  commons  who  were  the  faithful 
stewards  of  the  interests  ,of  the  country, 
Ihe  diligent  checks  of  the  administration 
of  the  finances,  the  constitutional  advisers 
of  the  executive  branch  of  the  legislature, 
the  steady  and  unqualified  friends  of  the 
people,  1  ask,  if  the  burthens  which  the 
constituents  of  the  house  were  now  doomed 
to  endure,  would  have  been  incurred  ?" 
Surely,  ^ir,  this  is  far  stronger  language 
than  1  used.  Mr.  Pitttellsyou,  that  under 
«ich  a  house  of  commons  the  people 
^ould  not  have  been  taxed  at  all :  the 
ozfent  of  my  assertion  was,  that  a  given 
proportion  of  their  enormous  burdens 
■right  be  done  away.  On  that  particular 
occasion  to  which  I  allude,  and  indeed  on 
■ovaral  other  occasions,  I  was  accused, 
together  with  those  gentlemen  with  whom 
J  ain  most  in  the  habit  of  acting,  of  syste- 
matically attacking  the  characters  of  pub- 
lic men.  I  solemnly  deny  the  charge  ; 
and  I  do  declare,  that  I  do  not  recollect  a 
•ingle  instance  in  which  directly  or  indi- 
rectly I  had  aimed  an  insinuation  against 
an  individual,  luhi  f  have  attacked  a 
•vttem  of  corruption,  that  1  have  attacked 
the  parties  acting  upon  atid  defending 
that  syMetn  of  corruption,  I  am  free  to 
confess  ;  but  as  to  attacking  an  individual 
in  any  other  shape  than  that  of  a  direct 
and  specific  charge,  I  positively  deny  ;  if  1 
had  done  so,  it  would  have  been  contrary 
io  every  principle  by  which  my  polrfic 
•Od  private    lifp    have  been    regulated. 


hgain  soppoited  by  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Pitt  in  1782.  He  then  declared,  that 
"  The  defect  of  representation  is  the  na- 
tional disease;  and  unless  you  apply  a 
remedy  immediately  to  that  disease,  you 
must  inevitably  take  the  consequence  with 
which  it  is  pregnant  Without  a  Parlia- 
mentary  Reform  the  nation  will  be  plunged 
into  new  wars.  Without  a  Pariiaatentary 
Reform  you  cannot  be  safs  against  bad 
ministers,  nor  can  even  good  mmisters  be 
of  use  to  you.  No  honest  man  can,  ac* 
cording  to  the  present  system,  continoe 
minister."  So  much.  Sir,  for  the  syslrtn of 
corruption.  And  after  these  quotatioos  I 
trust  that  the  clamour  that  has  bees 
raised  by  the  friends  of  this  statesman  wfll 
cease  to  exist 

Without  further  preflMre,  I  shall  proceed 
to  state  the  reasons  on  which  I  ronnded 
the  opinion  I  ventured  to  give,  makii^ 
only  one  preliminary  remark.  That  »och 
a  house  of  commons  as  I  described  wouM 
ever  keep  jn  view  two  points :  the  one, 
whether  the  thing  was  necessary  ;  the 
other,  (if  found  necessary,)  that  it  oogfat 
to  be  carried  into  efl^t  in  the  cheapest 
possible  manner  consistent  with  efficiency. 

The  first  thing  that  ^ve  rise  to  that  in- 
quiry, that  established  in  my  mnnd  tbe 
opinion  1  delivered,  was  my  observing  m 
the  Finance  Reports  that  there  was  a  re- 
gular and  great  increase  in  the  expoidi- 
ture  of  each  successive  year.  That  in  the 
year  ending  5th  January  1808,  was 
71,989,000/.  that  of  the  ye^  ending  5th 
January  1809,  79,391,000/.  being  ato  in- 
crease of  7,4<X),000/.  in  one  year  of  the 
public  expenditure ;  this  circumstance 
did  much  astonish  me,  and  I  have  now 
closely  gone  into  the  subject  The  resnlt 
of  my  investigation  I  beg  to  communicate, 
and  1  shall  begin  with  the  Army.  And 
the  first  point  to  which  I  beg  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house,  and  one  in  wiiich  a 
considerable  saving  may  be  made,  is  thai 
of  tbe  Househotd  Troops.  These  household 
troops,  independent  of  the  guards,  com* 
sist  of  two  regiments  of  horse  guards^ 
831  strong ;  and  of  the  Blues  (or  king's 
own,)  054  strong.  The  two  regiments  of 
horse  guards  cost  the  country  73,:^  17/. 
per  annum,  besides  the  expence  attendant 
on  the  horse  appointments,  &c.  The 
whole  of  this  expence  might  be  saved  the 
country,  as  the  Blues,  olo  strong,  were 
quite  sufficient  for  all  patade  duty ;  and 
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it  is  a  Wf  11  known  fact,  that  the  two  regi- 
ments of  horse  guards  never  were  em- 
ployed on  serrice,  and  therefore,  for  the 
reason  I  have  stated,  a  perfectly  unneces- 
sary expence. 

Our  Cavalry  force  at  horae  (independent 
of  the  household  troops,)  of  dragoon 
guards  and  light  dragoons,  amounted  to 
S3,i9d.  I  believe  it  will  not  be  denied  by 
those  military  men  who  are  competent  to 
judge  upon  the  subject,  and  upon  whose  opt- 
BTOtts  implicit  reliance  might  be  placed,  that 
€ven  under  existing  circumstances,  with 
the  continent  open  to  us,  that  a  force  of 
1^,(KX)  horse  would  be  completely  suffi- 
cient for  any  thing  that  could  be  wanted, 
besides  the  regiments  of  volunteer  and 
yeomanry  cavalry,  and  our  dragoons  in 
the  East  Indies.  I  then  hold  it  unques- 
tionable, that  the  re&(ulaT  dragoon  esta- 
blishment at  home  might  be  redoced  to 
18,000  men  and  15,000  horse5.  The 
present  expence  of  these  dragoon  regi- 
ments (exclusive  of  the  expence  of  horse 
appointments,  &c.)  is  1,277,610^.  per  an- 
num; by  this  proposed  reduction,  the 
saving  would  be  344),000/.  per  annum. 

The  next  point  of  our  military  esta- 
blishment to  which  1  shall  advert,  is  that 
of  the  Foreign  Corps.  This  etablish- 
ment  is  24^572  strong  ;  3,470  of  which 
number  are  cavalry,  and  579  artillery. 
The  expence  attending  it,  besides  con- 
tingencies, is  I,006;017/.  per  annum.  I 
shall  boldly  maintain,  that  a  house  of 
commons,  such  as  that  I  have  described, 
would  never  vote  one  shilling  for  the 
support  of  a  force  perfectly  unconstitu- 
tional, and,  in  my  mind  worse  than  use- 
less, extremely  dangerous.  That  illus- 
trious character  lord  Chatham,  in  1757, 
in  the  midst  of  a  war,  when  the  bugbear 
of  invasion  was  held  out  to  alarm  the  peo- 
ple, thought  it  his  duty  to  send  all  the 
foreign  troops  out  of  the  country:  and 
fully  I  am  persuaded,  that  if  the  voice  of 
the  people  was  heard  within  these  walls, 
such  would  be  the  case  at  this  period.  It 
is  far  from  my  wish  to  reflect  upon  any 
body  of  men ;  but  if  gentlemen  would  re- 
collect the  conduct  of  these  foreign  mer- 
cenaries at  Quiberon,  at  Malta,  &c.  they 
.must  in  necessity  admit,  that  altbotrgh 
some  of  these  foreign  regiments  miffht 
have  distmguished  themselvet,  still  that 
Uking  into  consideration  their  good  and 
bad  conduct,  the  conclusion  must  be,  that 
they  are  not  to  be  depended  upon,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  continued.  It 
m  a  wall  known  fact,   that  in  Hanover 


they  deserted  to  the  enemy,  even  with 
their  horses  and  appointments;  and  that 
the  British  troops  were  employed  to 
watch  over  them,  and  eventually  to  see 
them  once  more  embarked  aboard  our 
ships.  Nor  when  we  consider  the  mode 
of  levying  them,  can  this  be  wondered 
at  Has  it  not  been  proved  to  this  house, 
that  numbers  of  them  were  taken  out  of 
our  gaols,  and  at  a  bounty  too,  by  M.Cbar* 
milly  and  others  of  that  description. 
Nay,  more  than  this,  I  know  and  can 
prove,  that  from  the  Spanish  gaols  they 
were  also  enlisted  at  a  bounty,  and  tbui 
was  part  of  Dupont's  army  received  into 
onr  ranks.  If  this.  Sir,  is  the  sort  of  force 
that  Englishmen  would  wish  to  have  con- 
nected with  their  native  army,  I  am 
strangely  deceived  :  but.  Sir,  my  opinion 
upon  this  subject  stands  confirmed  by 
those  of  officers  high  in  the  confidence  of 
his  majesty's  government.  I  allude  to 
sir  R.  Wilson  and  the  hon.  general  Stuart : 
the  former,  Sir,  condemns  the  sort  of  force 
being  connected  with  our  establishment ; 
and  general  Stuart,  in  his  pamphlet,  thus 
expresses  himself,  "  The  sooner,  however, 
that  foreign  troops  are  removed  from  onr 
service  probably  the  better,  they  arc  as 
expensive  as  our  own  levies ;  and  Great 
Britain  is*  of  all  nations,  that  which  nei- 
ther requires'  nor  ought  to  have  foreign 
mercenaries."  But  on  this  point,  as  I 
have  before  stated,  I  have  the  nigh  sanc- 
tion of  the  great  lord  Chatham.  - 1  have, 
I  am  persuaded,  still  hiffhet  authority  with 
me,  the  feelings  and  judgment  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England.  And  under  this  convio- 
tion,  painful  is  the  reflection  to  me,  that 
abovea  tnillion  of  the  public  money 
should  be  expended  upon  them.  Another 
and  a  very  strong  objection  to  these  foreign 
troops  is  that  the  general  and  field  officers 
belonging  to  them  had  in  some  instances 
their  commissions  ante-dated,  so  as  to  put 
them  in  command  over  the  British  officer. 
This  I  know  to  be  a  &ct,  and  it  is  a  reason 
in  itself  sufficiently  strong  to  indnce  me 
to  say,  they  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  re- 
main ia  the  country. 

The  next  corps  to  which  I  shall  speak, 
is  one  of  a  different  complexion.  It  is  an. 
establishment  of  late  years,  the  Royal 
Staff  Corps.  I  can  find  no  other  estimate 
of  the  expence  *of  this  corps  than  one  of 
20,000/.  a  year ;  but  I  am  aware  that  the 
establishment  is  n  very  expensive  one. 
This  Royal  StafPCorps  is  neitner  more  nor 
less  than  a  branch  mwing  out  of  the 
Engineers^  and  forraed  for  tbB  pm^pose  of 
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patronage,  our  great  and  eternal  bane  ; 
the  numbers  of  the  enguie^rs  might/  if 
that  had  been  necessary,  have  been  in- 
creased, and  this  would  have  been  done 
ftt  a  light  expcnce  to  the  country. 

The  next  topic  is  that  of  the  Militia, 
/        foid  I  trust  I  may  throw  out  a  consideralion 
that  mav  be  deemed  worthy  the  attention 
of  Ithe  house.    The  Militia  of  the  United 
kingdom  amounts  to   109,070  n)en«  the 
annual  expence  attending  it  is  3^000,000/. 
^     If  one  half  of  the  men  were  allowed  to  be  ab« 
tent  the  three  harvest  months,  which  would 
be  infinitely  serviceable  to  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  country,  the  annual  saving 
thereby  effected  would  be  300,000/.  and 
on  the   score  of  discipline,  little   injury 
,  can  be  apprehended,  as  this  formed  part 
of  the  system  of  the  great  Frederick  of 
Prussia.     A  further  saving  in  the  militia 
^  expenditure  might  be  effected,  by  incor- 

porating some  of  the  small  corps,  and 
forming  them  into  battalions  of  a  thousand 
-  each. — Fifteen  of  the  regiments,  chiefly 
Welsh,  would  form  five  regiments  of  the 
strength  I  have  mentioned,  and  would 
give  a  saving  to  the  people  of  at  least 
20,000^  a  year. 

In  the  next  place,  I  shall  advert  to  a 
new  establishment,  that  of  the  Local  Mi« 
litia,  and  one  that  has  been  marked 
by  a  most  profligate  and  wanton  expen- 
diture ;  an  establishment,  that  in  my  mind 
bnot  of  that  description  that  ought  to 
have  been  resorted  to,  in  such  times  as 
these,  when  it  is  clear  that  the  battle  for 
our  rights  and  liberties  against  our  fo- 
reign foes,  if  fought  at  all  upon  English 
ffnrand,  must  depend  upon  that  invincible 
force^  the  armed  population  of  the  king- 
dom. By  the  Estimates  on  the  table  it 
appears,  that  there  had  already  been  voted 
tm  this  account,  £ 

For  pay, 458,532 

For  the   Stafi*,  (on  account,  ' 

when  not  embodied,)    •    -  306,060 

Clothing 417,831 

Contingencies,  -    .    -    •     -    36,480 

X  1,21^803 


And  in  addition  to  this  it  appeared,  that  no 
less  a  sum  than  240,000/.  bad  been  paid 
to  the  volunteers,  for  changing  from  one 
home  service  into  another.  Of  all  the 
profli^te  public  expenditures  that  I  know 
of,  this.  Sir,  appears  to  me  the  most  pro- 
fligate. And  let  me  ask^  whether  such 
a  house  of  con^mons  as  I  have  described, 
would  thus  hav^  voted  away  the  money 


of  the  people  ?  Let'  the  stafl* of  this  esta- 
blishment first  be  considered,  306,960/. 
the  expcnce  attending  it,  for  that  period 
when  the  militias  were  not  embodied. 
Can  anything  be  more  monstrous  than 
this  ;  does  any  one  that  hears  me,  be- 
lieve that  any  good  can  arise  from  such 
extravagance  !  If  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try was  the  object,  if  the  discipline  of  the 
local  militias  was  the  object,  nothing  of 
this  sort  would  have  been  resorted  to. 
All  this  might  have  been  eilected  witboot 
any  expence  of  the  kind.  An  adjutant 
and  Serjeant  major  attached  to  each  of 
these  regiments  would  have  been  enough, 
the  old  militias  of  the  different  counties 
sending  in  a  sufficient  number  of  their 
steadiest  men,  to  act  as  lance -scrjeants 
and  corporals,  during  the  month  of  exer- 
cise ;  tfkus  would  this  enormous  expen- 
diture for  the  other  eleven  months  have 
been  spared  to  the  country,  and  every 
possible  end,  or  rather  every  good  end 
of  the  establishmeQt  been  attained  Let 
the  clothing  be  next  considered.  It  is  a 
fact,  Sir>  that  in  many  instances  the  jiew 
clothing  has  rather  been  an  incumbrance 
than  oUierwise,  for  several  of  the  coqM 
filled  from  the  volunteer  ranks,  were  per- 
fectly well  clothed  and  appointed  before. 
But  I  argue  fiirther,  that  if  any  clothing 
at  all  was  necessary,  the  voting  such  ex- 

rensive  clothing,  was  highly  improper, 
understand,  that  now  given  to  them  cosis 
3/.  per  man,  but  I  contend  that  for  half-a 
guinea  per  man  a  jacke.t  and  trowsers, 
are  quite  sufficient  for  the  sort  of  service, 
might  have  been  supplied  to  them  ;  and 
I  an^  strangely  deceived  if  they  would 
fight  the  enemy  with  sreater  gallantry  in 
the  one  clothing  than  the  other,  and  that  in 
my  opinion  is  the  object  that  ought  to  ba 
kept  in  view.  On  a  due  consideration 
of  all  the  circumstances,  I  feel  persaaded 
that  here  a  saving  of  700,000/.  a  year  might 
be  made ! 

From  this  subject  it  is  an  easy  transition 
to  that  of  the  Volunteers.  I  find  the  esti- 
mate of  the  expences  of  the  volunteers, 
exceeds  a  million  of  money  for  this  year, 
a  circumstance  that  appears  extraordinary, 
as  I  have  just  shewn,  that  no  less  a  sum 
than  240,000/.  has  been  paid  to  the  volun- 
teers for  exchanging  their  service  to  the 
local  militia,  and  the  total  expence  of  this 
establishment  last  year  1,0Q4,379L  so  it 
seems  a  determined  point,  that  though  the 
numbers  are  lessened,  the  expenditnre 
should  continue  the  same.  But,  Sir>  1  am 
of  opinion  that  the  million  of  money  might 
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be  saved  to  the  people,  for  why  shoold  we 
not  resort  to  that  system,  that  answered 
80  well  a  few  years  ago,  and  which  with- 
'^ut  ft  doubt  might  still  be  resorted  to  with 
food  effect.  In  the  year  1780,  the  volun- 
teers of  Ireland  served  their  country  with- 
out either  pay  or  clothing,  and  I  believe  it 
must  on  all  hands,  be  acknowledged,  that 
more  efficient  volunteers  never  had  been 
established.  That  the  same  system  should 
now  be  pursued,  is  not  only  my  opinion, 
but  that  also  of  officers  high  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  government,  I  particularly 
allude  to  sir  Robert  Wilson,  and  beg  leave 
to  read  an  extract  from  his  work.  Upon 
the  subject,  he  says,  "  Every  householder 
should  be  obliged  to  provide,  and  keep  a 
stand  of  arms  in  good  order.  Every  man 
in  the  empire  should  be  instructed  in  the 
use  of  them,  and  in  short  time  the  humblest 
individual  would  be  ashamed,  if  he  did 
not  know  tlie  necessary  exercise.  Mili- 
tary ardour  is  very  readily  inspired,  but 
the  pursuit  must  not  be  attended  with  great 
inconvenience  or  expence."  He  adds  *'  mi- 
litary clothing  is  not  necessary  for  such 
m  force.  The  eye  may  not  be  equally 
gratified,  but  appearance  is  not  worthy  a, 
moment's  attention.  With  the  prepara- 
tions for  a  contest  which  ought  not  to  last 
six  weeks,  what  has  the  attire  to  do  ?  What 
advantage  does  a  splendid  dress  ufter  to 
the  state  ?  Where  are  the  funds  for  supply- 
ing this  expensive  equipment?''  These, 
Sir,  are  the  sentiments  of  a  British  officer, 
fixed  upon  by  his  majesty's  government, 
for  establishing  a  force  of  the  sort  at  this 
period,  in  Portugal.  I  most  cordially 
agiee  with  him,  and  in  agreeing  with  him, 
recommend  the  saving  a  million  of  money 
from  the  burthens  of  the  people. 

The  next  establishment  to  which  I  shall 
heg  the  attention  of  the  house,  is  that  of 
the  Royal  Waggon  Train.  By  the  papers 
on  the  table  it  appears,  that  besides  the 
•xtra  expenditure,  which  I  understand  to 
be  great  indeed,  the  annual  expence  of 
this  corps  is  48,993/.  and  yet  I  am  per- 
suaded that  all  disinterested  persons  ac- 
3aainted  with  this  establishment,  would 
eclare  it  to  be  as  useless  as  it  is  expen- 
•fve.  The  waggons  had  been  found  fit 
only  for  home  service,  where  they  were 
not  wanted  ;  the  absurdity  of  the  system 
was  fully  ascertained  in  the  expeditions  to 
Copenhagen,  Spain,  and  Hanover ;  where 
it  was  proved  to  be  perfectly  inefficient. 
Under  this  impression,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  sayinKi  thai  this  establishment  ousfat  |p 
h%  abolished ;  the  axteni  of  saving. by  its 


being  done  away,  further  than  the  48,993/* 
a  year,  I  have  no  documents  to  shew.  This 
waggoir  train  had  been  formerly  attached 
to  the  ordnance,  and  it  would,  1  believe,  bo 
difficult  to  give  the  house  a  satisfactory 
reason  for  its  being  removed  from  it. 

The  next  corps  on  which  I  shall  haTO  to 
remark,  is  one  that  never  has,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, either  done  or  ofiTered  to  do  any 
service  whatever.  I  mean  the  corps  of 
Manx  fencibles ;  it  cost^the  people  24,1 84/. 
a  year ;  and  is  stationary  in  the  Isle  of 
Man,  where  volunteers  are  also  establish- 
ed ;  to  comment  upon  such  an  expendi- 
ture as  this,  must  indeed  be  mmecessary. 
1  claim  the  whole  as  a  saving. 

The  Staff  of  the  army  I  snail  now  pro-' 
ceed  to  comment  upon.  The  general  an- 
nual sunt  it  costs  the  country  now,  amounts 
to  no  less  than  449,649/.  the  expence  of 
the  home  staff' according  to  the  papers  on 
the  table  is  255,590/.  a  year,  that  for  Great 
Britain,  I  believe,  in  the  year  1793,  was  only 
38,929/.  Any  thing  more  flajp-ant  than 
this  could  not  readily  be  conceived,  with- 
out dwelling  upon  a  point  that  speaks  for 
itself.  I  will  at  once  pledge  myself  to 
shew,  that  200,000/.  a  year  ought  to  bs 
saved  to  the  country. 

I  beg  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house,  to  the  recruiting  ftaf!^  bounties  to 
recruits,  and  the  levies.  The  recruiting 
stall'  costs  the  country  34,939/.  The  ex- 
tent of  bounties  given  to  recruits  is  known 
to  the  house,  and  above  all  the  profligate 
expenditure  that  has  existed  under  tho 
head  of  levies,  is  fully  ascertained.  Tho 
expence  that  has  attended  this  vile  system 
is  enormous,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
that  if  a  stop  were  put  to  it,  and  if  that 
wise,  just,  and  honourable  plan  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  near  me,  wai 
acted  upon,  that  a  saving  of  200,000/.  m 
year  might  be  made,  and  the  service  ma- 
terially benefited. 

The  next  subject,  is  that  of  Army  Agency, 
61/>75/.  was  now  annually  expended,  and 
I  will  take  upon  myself  to  prove  that 
51,075/.  may  be  saved,  and  the  business 
as  effectually  carried  on,  by  the  addition 
of  10,000/.  a  year  to  the  general  agency 
office  already  established. 

I  have  before  this  period  stated,  that 
the  business  of  the  War  Office  might  bt 
eflfectually  done  for  30,000/.  a  year,  which 
would  save  24,000/.  I  repeat  that  asser- 
tion, and  I  beg  to  add,  that  a  like  saving 
might  be  made  at  the  Pay-Office,  giving 
to  the  country  on  both  48,000/.  a^year. 

I  shall  now  takt  into  consideration  tl^t 
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Ordnance  department,  where  I  find  the  ex- 
penditure to  be  in  the  year  ending  5th 
January,  1  $07,     ,      4,5 1 1,064/. 

1808,  4,190,748/. 

1809,  3,108,900/. 

an  increase  in  the  last  year,  of  near  a  mil- 
lien  of  money.  But,  Sir,  without  detain- 
ing the  house  one  moment  unnecessarily, 
I  shall  proceed  to  particulars.  And  first 
as  to  three  establishments,  bearing  in  some 
degree  on  each  other.  The  horse  artillery, 
f  onsisting  of  twelve  troops,  which  cost  an- 
nually, independent  of  great  contingent 
expences  of  which  I  have  no  return, 
115,000/.  The  corps  of  artillery  drivers 
229,000/.  besides  enormous  contingent  ex- 
pences^ The  contract  horses  299,085/. 
The  latter  sum  1  have  no  fear  to  say,  might 
certainly  be  saved  to  the  coutitry,  for  I 
have  it  from  an  authority  I  cannot  doubt, 
that  the  horse  artillery,  with  the  corps  of 
artillery  drivers,  was  more  than  could  be 
wanted  under  any  possible  circumbtancei. 
The  artillery  drivers,  are  at  present  entirely 
attached  to  the  guns,  and  part  of  their  duty 
is  performed  by  the  contract  horses,  and 
this  too  at  a  moment  when  the  horses  be- 
longing to  the  coips  of  artillery  drivers 
were  actually  suffering  from  over- feed  and 
idleness.  If  any  gentleman  doubted  the 
fact,  if  he  would  only  go  as  far  as  Wool- 
wich, he  would  be  convinced  that  such  was 
the  system  of  the  ordnance,  and  that  too 
at  the  very  place,  where  we  might,  have 
hoped,  such  flagrant  abuses  could  not  have 
existed. 

The  next  subject,  ai^one  towhich  I  think 
the  attention  of  the  house  should  be  parti- 
cularly directed,  is  tluil  of  our  Fortifica- 
tion* at  home.  PaiticttlArly,  Sir,  as  it  is 
not  many  yean  ago,  that  afler  a  long  and 
able  discussion  it  was  declared  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  house,  that  a  stop  should  be 
put  to  what  was  then  deemed  ap  useless 
expenditure  of  the  public  money,  and  a 
more  nselfisi  e3q>enditure  could  not  in  my 
Kiind  be  readily  discovered.  By  the  pa* 
pers  on  the  table  it  appears,  that  about 
700,000/.  has  been  expended  in  the  last 
year,  on  the  building  and  repairs  of  fortifi- 
cations at  home.  This  was  highly  un- 
justifiable, and  would  appear  the  more  so, 
when  the  mode  in  which  it  was  applied 
was  considered.  A  more  conclusive  spe- 
cimen of  the  wa^te  of  the  public  wealth, 
can  no  where  be  found  better  than  on 
Bomncy  Marshy  where  for  the  protection 
of  our  shores  as  we  are  told^  a  great  num- 
ber of  JMartello  Towers  and  batteries  have 
been  erected*    It  waa  iiMiided  that  these 


towers  should  each  carry  a  long  gan  and 
a  howitxer;  after  they  were  all  finished^ 
it  was  discovered  that  the  dimensions  bad 
been  mistaken,  and  that  tliey  would  only 
carry  the  long  gun,  and  this  gun  cannot 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  any  object  within 
230  yards  of  the  tower,  leaving  of  coons 
that  proportion  of  dead  parts;  but  this 
mistake  is  not  the  only  one,  the  foundatioa 
was  upon  a  par  with  the  upper  works; 
and  in  November  last,  there  was  no  snail 
degree  of  alarm  for  the  safety  of  theit 
towers,  in  consequence  of  there  being  seve- 
ral feet  of  water  in  them ;  fOUr  out  of  the 
number  are  built  upon  quicksands;  but 
still  a  more  extraordinary  part  of  this  sys- 
tem of  defence,  is  that  six  miles  of  short 
beyond  the  last  of  these  towers,  (rather 
more  commodious  for  landing  than  that 
part  that  has  been  fortified),  is  left  opea 
to  the  enemy,  without  even  one  aolituy 
lower  or  battery  ;  there  remains  then  one 
thing  yet  to  be  done,  to  persuade  die 
enemy  to  allow  the  English  rilots  to  bring 
their  ships  within  the  range  of  our  fortifica- 
tions. 

The  Royal  Military  Canal  is  another 
specimen  of  folly  and  of  wanton  waste  of 
tne  public  monev.    This  canal  is  intended 
as  a  line  of  defence ;  it  begins  on  Koni- 
ney  Marsh,  and  is  continued  for  about 
twenty,  miles.     As  a  military    work,    it 
rivals  the  fortifications  I  have  just  men- 
tioned ;  if  possible,  surpasses  them  :  for  it 
is  so  constructed,  that  the  fire  of  the  sol- 
diers within  the^arapet  cannot  be  brought 
to  bear  upour  the  canal,  so  that  the  boats 
of  the  enemy  might  cover  it  unmolested, 
particularly  as  the  canal  has  not  a  siju^ 
flanking  position.     These  blunders,   ue 
those  of  the  Martello  Towers,  were  aoon 
discovered  after  the  work  was  finished,  aod 
now  I  hear  it  is  a  qaatter  of  dispute,  how  a 
further  sum  of  money  should  be  Imid  oak, 
whether  in  flanking  positions,  or  buildii^ 
towers  for  its  defence.    Thus  was  the  pub* 
lie  money  wasted  !  and  this  too  aft«r  tfas 
subject  had  been  so  fully  discussod   and 
decided  in  the  house  of  conunoos.     Foiti* 
fications  are  not  wanted  in  this  oouiOry : 
the  people  of  England  can  defefid  their 
own  shores !  I  would  ask,  what  were  thm 
use  of  the  enormous  fortifications  baildiiig 
on  the  heights  of  Dover?  To  man  ihoaa 
fortifications,  together  with  Dover  *^^ttl^^ 
would  take  twenty  thousand  men.     Aiid  b 
there  any  one  mad  enough  to  soppoae^  that 
3uons^arte  would  attempt  to  land  in  the 
face  or  ten  thoucfand  British  SDld'ienu  wiib* 
out  My  fertifiyataioo»  wht^ver^  but  ticre 
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was  double  that  nttmber  of  odr  troops  to 
be  locked  np  and  incapecitated  from  aerr- 
mg  tn  the  field.  Under  all  these  circum- 
itanoes,  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  500,000^. 
otft  of  the  700,000/.  annually  expended, 
-might  be  sav^  to  the  country,  the  remain- 
wig  200,000^.  appears  to  me  a  larger  sum 
than  ooght  to  be  appropriated  to  any  such 
purposes.  I  have  further  to  observe,  that 
the  fbrtiBcations*erected  in  Essex  are  now 
falling  rapidly  into  decay;  and  that  whilst 
tbe  famous  mrlitary  road  in  Surrey  is 
ploughing  up,  it  must  be  a  satisfiEK;tion  to 
the  pobKc  to  know,  that  another  is  forming 
in  Scotland  ;  and  that  probably  when  that 
is  again  ploughed  up,  that  one  nay  possi- 
bly be  eonstructed  in  Wales. 

I  sMt  next  proceed  to  consider  the 
Comoiissartat.  Of  this  department  too 
ittttch  has  been  heard,  too  much  is  known 
t^  entitle  rt  to  any  respect.  The  evidence 
so  lately  giren  upon  this  subject  by  sir 
A^rthur  Wellesley  was  quite  sufficient  to 
•tamp  it»  character ;  and  I  understand  that 
this  gallant  officer,  whose  judgment  and 
accuracy  no  man  would  doubt,  was  no  bet- 
tev  pleased  with  his  present  commissariat, 
than-  he  hfnd  been  with  the  one  that  pre- 
ceded i*.  The  papers  on  the  table  would 
shew,  that  from  the  army  extraordiaaries 
alone  no  less  a-  sum  had  been  expended  in 
the  foreign  commissariat  than  1,54^,705/. 
Of  the  expence  of  the  connnissariat  at 
home  there  was  no  account ;  .but  that  of 
Ireland  deserved  particular  attention. 
The  establishment  in  that  kingdom  is  stated 
to  cost  Q5,903/.  a  year,  the  amount  of  the 
supply  issued  to  the. troops  159.231/.  so 
that  about  73/.  per  cent,  is  paid  for  the 
delivery.  Whether,  the  same  economical 
tystem  is  pursued  in  the  foreign  and  Eng- 
lish departments  I  know  not ;  but  this  I 
know,  that  the  profligate  exj)enditure  of 
•he  commissariat  is  proverbial,  and  that  a 
saving  of  at  least  500,000/.  a  year  might 
bo  made  without  difficulty. 

The  next  item  of  our  military  establish- 
ment, and  one  that  keeps  pace  in  wanton 
wid  excessive  exf>eiiditure,  is  the  Barrack 
department-.  The  barracks  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland"  cost  the  country  last 
year  7<5+,94J2/.  To  prove  this  a  most 
shameful  expenditure,  there  would  be  no 
dlffienlty ;  for  amongst  other  things  it  is  a 
fact,  that  at  .the  time  100,600/.  is  granted 
for  the  buildtng  of  new  baritKiks,  several 
barracks,  long  ready  for  the  reception  of 
tHK>ps,- remain  unoccupied,  as  do  many  for 
which  annua)  rents  are  paid.  In  the  coun** 
ty  of  Wicklew,  I  bdfcve  there  are  no  less 
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than  three  excellent  barracks  unoccupied, 
notwithstanding  wliich  the  job  goes  on,  and 
new  ones  are  now  building,  and  this  at  a 
moment  when  timber  is  advanced  from  50f. 
to  25/.  per  ton !  add  to  this  the  sAuses 
detailed  m  the  Reports,  and  many  of  which 
exist  in  full  force,  and  there  can  be  little 
doubt  but  that  350,000/.  might  be  annually 
saved  from  this  monstrous- expenditure. 

Upon  the  Medical  department  of  the 
army  I  hare  already  given  my  sentiments 
in  this  house  ;  I  have  now  only  to  repeat 
whsft  I  before  staled,  that  I  believe 
100,000/.  a  year  might  be  saved  to  the 
country,  independent  of  the  heavy  pecu- 
niary loss  we  sustain  in  the  numbers  of 
our  troops  that  fall  victims  to  the  maladies 
that  so  dreadfully  prevail  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  other  such  climates  which 
medical  men  of  ability,  and  acquainted 
with  the  subject  immediately  before  us, 
calculated  at  much  more  than  100,000/. 
a  year. 

To  the  next  subject,  I  have  also  before 
called  the  attention  of  parliament,  I  mean 
the  Cloathing  of  the  Army.  Whenever  I 
have  an  opportunity  of  renewing  that  dis- 
cussion, I  shall  be  ready  to  shew  that  nine 
shillings  a  man  may  be  saved  to  the  pub- 
lic, if  open  competition  instead  of  private 
bargain  is  resorted  to.  Gen.  Stuart  in  his 
pamphlet  thus  writes  upon  this  subject. 
He  says,  "  The  clothing  and  accoutring  of 
regiments  ought  to  be  undertaken  by  go- 
vernment, and  not  by  colonels,  who  as  m- 
spectors  of  the  contracts  of  others,  will  do 
the  soldiers  as  much  justice  as  by  the  pre- 
sent system ;  it  is  conjectured  that  a  much 
smaller  fund  than  is  as  at  present  raised  by 
stoppages  might  suffice,  if  the  method 
pursued  in  clothing  the  Anstrian  army  was 

Sursued  in  our  own."  Now,  Sir,  in  con- 
rmation^  of  this  doctrine,  I  learn  that  Mr. 
Courtney,  the  army  clothier,  has  at  this 
time  5s.  6d.  a  man  by  open  contract  less 
than  Messrs.  Pearsc  have  by  private  bar- 
gEiin,  on  the  clothing  alone;  and  I  main- 
tain, if  the  accoutrements  were  also  sup- 
[Jlied  by  open  competition,  that  the  nine 
shillings  would  be  saved,  amounting  upon 
300,000  men  to  135,000/.  a  year.  The 
clothiers  under  private  contract  were  also, 
by  their  own  confession,  in  the'  habit  of 
charging  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  a  year 
in  consequence  of  not  bemg  paid  under 
six  months.  Now,  without  much  calcula- 
tion, it  is  clear  that  the  borrowing  th& 
money  even  at  live  per  cent,  and  making 
prompt  payments,  would  give  an  addi- 
tional saving  of  3^,000t:  a:  ^^esr,  8upposin|( 
4  A 
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the  amount  of  llie  clothing  only  to  reach* 
700,(XX)/.  a  year.  But  here  we  are  cutting 
>v*rih  a  two-edged  sword  ;  for  in  other  ^It- 
partments  I  cm  shew,  that  money  by  im- 
press bills  is  paid  in  advance  to  contractors 
and  otiuers  (who  ought  not  to  be  fio  paid), 
and  our  army  clothiers  are  charging  us  at 
the  rate  ot*  ten  per  cent,  because  that 
money  is  given  to  the  c^ntractois,  and  not 
applied  to  that  purpose  wliich  would  be  of 
advantage  and  a  great  saving  to  the  coun- 
try. Another  considerable  saving,  to  the 
amount  of  20,000/.  a  year,  may  be  made 
on  the  packing  and  insurance  of  the  cloth- 
ing to  foreign  stations.  And  in  this  year's 
extra  clothing  to  Sp,ain,  &c.  added  to  the 
colonial  corps,  if  open  competition  had 
been  resorted  to,  100,000/.  might  also  have 
been  saved,  making  the  amount  of  sav- 
ing on  this  year's  clothing  expenditure 
270,000/. 

\  shall  now,  Sir,  conclude  the  considera- 
tion of  the  military  department,  with  a 
statement  of  what  the  general  expenditure 
ha?  been  for  the  last  four  years. 

In  the  year  ending, 

3th  Jan.  1800  -  -  -   17»3I4,023/. 
Ii507   -   -   -   I3,27.5.»5y 

1 808  -  -  -  .15,596,-)39 

1809  -  -  -   17,4.90,1 11 
In  justice  to  those  gentlemen  who  never 

were  in  the  habit  of  sparing  me,  but  to 
whom  I  do  not  feel  the  less  disposed  to  do 
justice,  1  must  observe,  that  durii>g  the  two 
years  that  ihcy  were  in  ofTicc,  the  military 
expenditure  of  the  country  was  two  millions 
Jess  than  what  it  had  been  under  the  ma- 
nagen)ent  of  their  predecessors,  or  than 
what  it  was  under  the  management  of  his 
n»aje.>iy's  present  ministers. 

Ilavingdone,  Sir,  with  the  mliiiary  part 
of  the  suljject,  I  shall  now  procetd  to  the 
civ-l'.  It  Mpfjcars  to  me,  that  a  vci y  material 
Eav?!iiir  n:ay  be  nixlc  in  the  expencc  that 
i»o\v  iitltijds  the^'oUection  of  ihc  Revenue. 
Ami  fiio!,  with  rogard  to  the  poal-olhce ;  by 
ripoits  ihut  have  been  on  ih^  tabic,  it  was 
pn/Pi!  that  witiiin  ll«c  four  Lxf^t  years,  ina» 
jiiediatdy  fallowing  the  evont .  ot  Nr. 
Palmer  quitting  the  posNotTxe,  there  was  an 
JncroMtd  cxpt  nee  in  that  c.^'-abiibimient  of 
oIka'c  I  SO.OuO  /.  Under  IVl  r.  Palmer's  ma- 
n?gc»nent,  the  expenditure  did  n^*t  exceed 
200,000/.  a  year,  it  was  now  400,000/. 
.\Vhy  this  increase  had  o(^curied,  or  ra,ther 
why  it  had  been  suH'ered  to  occur,  I  know 
not,  bnt  I  feel  perfectly  ccnvinced,  that 
no  satisfactory  reason  can  be  given  for  it. 

I  have  obtained  much  infuruiation  w  ith 
ro£pect  to  li;8  Collection  of  the  Customs, 


and  as  to  the  patronage  of  th^t  department 
of  the  revenue.      Amongst  other  thing?,  I 
find  that  before  the  erection  of  the  East  In- 
dia, West  India,  and  London  docks,  the 
landing  surveyors  had  considerable  difu- 
culties  to  encounter  from  tl»e  extent  of  tht 
wharfs   oTer   which   they    had    presided. 
WhiMi  thos^   docks  were  built,  and  the 
sphere  of  their  labours  was  consequently 
conunbdiousiy  contracted,  it  was  fairly  to 
have  been  expected,   that  their  nuroben 
would  have  been  decreased,  on  the  con- 
trary three  additional  ones  were  appoint* 
ed,  and  the  public  have  ever  since  had  to 
pay,  ten  instead  of  seven.     Similar  abuses 
of  patronage  in  that  and  other  departments 
has  come  to  my  knowledge,  but  Uie  one  in- 
stance sufficiently  proves  the  syMem.  and  it 
will  not,  1  am  persuaded,  eventually  be 
found  that  I  have  not  strong  ground  for  as- 
serting that  a  very  material  public  saving 
may  be  made  here.  In  the  ^tamp- office,  tht 
annual  charge  would  be  found   130,000 4 
per  annum  ;  a  decidtd  waste  of  the  public 
treasore  was  apparent  here :    this  expen- 
diture 1  could  shew,  *migbt  be  greatly  re- 
duced indeed.     For  the  collection  of  the 
window  light  duties  in  Si*otland,  the  charge 
was  20  per  cent,  for  that  of  the  old  m^t 
duty,  16  per  cent.;    for  that  on  candles, 
12  per   cent.     Would  any  one  be   bold 
enough   to  say,  that  these   were   proper 
charges.^  I  think  not,  and  I  hope  to  proTe 
hereafter^  that  they  ought  greatly  to  be 
lowered.     I  shall   next  advert  to  the   re- 
ceivers fi^enpral,  who  are,  I  understand,  al- 
lowed 1^(1.  in  the  pound,  and  that  upotn  mx 
millions  of  money  annually,  besidfes  ba- 
lances allowed  to  remain  in  their  hands 
to  tite  amount  of  410,000/.  the  loss  of  in- 
terest upon   this  to  the  public,  is  above 
20,000/.  a  year;  but  the  fact  is,  as  the  ac- 
counts at  the  end  of  the  year  will  shew, 
ijiat  instead  of  410,000/.  balances,  to  the 
amount  jof  near  a 'million  will  be  found  in 
their    hn.nJs  and  in  those  of  the   collec- 
tors.    Why  such  a  practice  as  this  should 
be   tolerated,    instead    of  those    balances 
boiug  paid  immediately  into  the  bank  of 
England,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 

I  shall  next  take  a  comparative  view  of 
the  expenres  attendant  on  the  col  lection 
cf  tlie  revenues  in -England,  and  Scotland. 
I  lind  it  to  stand  thus.     The  expeace  of 
collection  of  the 
Customs,  England,  6/.  M^  5d. 
Scotland,  8/.     5s,  HiL 
Excess  in  Scotland,  \L  ll«»  Zd. 
Excise,    England^  2/.  15«.  3d, 
Scotland,  cU.    3^*  3</. 
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Excess  in  Scotland,  3/.  8*.  Od, 
Stamps,  England,  3/.  2*.  \\d. 
Scotland,  4/.  18*.  8d, 
Excess  iu  Scotland,  1/.  15*.  9d. 
ThU  difference  appears  to  me  very  extra- 
ordinary, and  I  am  persuaded,  that  the  ex- 
pence  of  collecting  these  rerenaes  in 
Scotland,  may  at  least  be  reduced  to  the 
rate  novV  charged  in  England.  The  land 
and  assessed  taxes  in  Scotland,  are  collect- 
ed at  2/.  19s.  1  id,  per  cent,  when  the  col- 
kction  in  England  costs  3/  I2s  Od, — an 
excess  of  J  2*.  lod.  per  cent,  in  England. 
I  would  ask  in  what  does  this  originate  ? 
The  gross  receipt  of  the  revenue  of  Great 
Britaui,  for  the  year  endiuij  5ih  January 
1809,  amounts  to  61,73^2121.  the  charges 
of  management  upon  this  sum,  amounted 
to  2,816,568/.  being  at  the  rate  of 
4/.  12*.  9d,  per  cent,  by  reducing  this 
charge  to  3/.  per  cent,  of  the  praciK^ability 
of  which,  for  reasons  already  stated,  and 
'  others  equally  strong,  I  have  not  in  my 
mind  the  most  distant  doubt,  the  annual 
saving  to  the  public  would  be  1,051,950. 
But,  according  to  the  system  now  pursued 
the  expence  of  collecting  the  revenues  in- 
creases annually :  for  the  year  ending 
5th  Jan.  1807,  it  was,  4/.  5s.  0.  percent. 
Do.  1808,  4/.   10*.  5d,  do. 

Do.  1809,  4/.   12*.  9d.  do. 

Why  was  this  ?  As  the  revenue  increases, 
thej;ates  of  collection  increases,  when  in 
fact,  they  ought  proportionably  to  dimi- 
nish. 1  will  again.  Sir,  do  the  late  minis- 
ters the  justice  to  observe,  that  during 
their  continuance  in  olFice,  it  was,  that  the 
revenues  were  collected  at  the- lower  rates, 
and  indeed,  since  the  year  1807,  when 
they  quitted  office,  the  charge  for  coUpc- 
. lection  has  increased  7*.  9d.  per  cent. 
maUing  a  dilference  to  the  people  of  no 
less  a  sum  than  205,252/.  per  ann.  i  think 
I  have  now,  sir,  shewn  sufficient  ground  for 
my  opinion,  that  above  a  million  a  year  may 
be  saved  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues 
of  Great  Britain.  I  shall  now  proceed  to 
comment  on  the  rate  of  collection  in  Ire- 
lainl,  and  I  trust,  when  I  am  speaking  of 
the  savings  that  may  be  made,  in  this  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom,'  that  itwTll  be  borne 
in  mind  that  England  pays  in  a  proportion 
offifteen- seventeenths  to  two,  and  therefore 
will  benefit  precisely  in  that  ratio,  by  the 
saving  that  is  made.  As  to  the  irregulari- 
ties in  the  collecting  the  revenues  in  Ire- 
land, the  house  has  lately  had  so  marked 
a  specimen,  attended  with  such  a  serious 
loss  to  the  country,  about  a  million  and  a 
l)alf,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 


dwell  one  moment  upon  that  point.  The 
gross  receipt  of  the  revenue  in  Ireland, 
5th  Jan.  1808,  is  5,554,060/.  ;  on  this  the 
charge  of  management  was  no  less  than 
52^6GrjL,  wliich  is  at  the  Vate  of  U/.  10*. 
per  cent.  If  this  were  reduced  to  the  rate, 
(excessive  as  it  is),  at  which  the  Revenue 
of  Great  Britain  is  at  present  collected, 
namely,  4/.  12*.  9d,  per  cent,  the  annual 
saving  would  be  284,519/.  but  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  the  charge  of  management  has 
been  increased  to  11/.  12*.  6d,  per  cent,  an 
annual  saving  therefore  of  388,307/.  might 
be  obtained,  if  that  charge  was  only 
reduced  to  the  rate  of  that  at  present 
existing  in  Great  Britain,  and  that  this 
might  be  elFected,  I  am  perfectly  con- 
vuiced.  The  charges  on  the  manage- 
ment of  the  post-office  in  Ireland,  was  a 
strong  feature  of  the  extensive  reforms 
that  might  be  established;  the  charge  per 
cent,  on  the  gross  post-office  revenue  in 
Ireland,  for  management,  was  46/.  per 
cent,  when  that  of  Scotland  was  about  12/. 
cent.,  and  why  was  this?  to  give  patron-^ 
age,  for  no  other  possible  reason.  Put  it 
on  the  same  footing  as  that  of  Scotland, 
and  the  saving  will  be  enormous,  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear  a  reason  offered, 
why  that  ought  not  to  be  done  !  Another 
expenditure  of  minor  consideration, -con- 
nected with  tliat  department,  thou^  paid 
in  England,  is  that,  of  a  constant  express 
between  the  two  countries,  which  has  been 
kept  up,  ever  since  the  rebellion  in  Ire- 
land, at  an  expence  of  7(X)0/.  a  year ; 
now  though  this  express  vyhen  established 
might  certainly  have  been  necessary, 
stillj  believe  the  chief  benefit  now  arising 
from  this  expenditure  of  7000/.  a  year,  is  - 
the  advantage  the  lord  lieutenant  derives, 
by  having  his  newspapers,  a  •nv  hours 
earlier  than  he  would  have  them  by  the 
mail:  on  what  authority  this  establish- 
ment exists,  I  know  not,  but  this  I  know, 
that  it  has  already  cost  the  country  03,000/. 
and  ought  to  be  abolished.  Having  de* 
tained  the  house  very  long,  I  shall  not 
trespass  further  upon  their  time,  by  «i^ 
tering  more  particularly  into  the  savings 
that  may  be  made  in  Ireland,  but  proceed 
to  speak  of  the  commissioners  and  auditors 
of  public  accounts.  Now,  Sir,  though  I 
am  ready  to  admit,  that  auditors  of  public 
accounts,  may  not  only  be  useful,  but  ne- 
cessary, still,  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to 
say  as  much  of  the  different  l)odies  of  com- 
missioners, that  have  from  time  to  time 
been  appointed — ^To  do  what?  to  rec- 
tify the  abuses  that  have  arisen,  from  th« 
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neglect  of  the  representatives  of  tbc  peo- 
ple. I  maintain.  Sir,  that  abases  so  ori- 
ginating, ought  to  have  been  met  by  the 
authors  of  them,  and  that  instead  of  tax- 
ing the  people,  tr>  the  amount  of  70,000/, 
per  annum,  in  salaries  to  commissioners, 
the  business  ought  to  have  been  encoun- 
tered by  committees  of  the  house ;  such, 
Sir,  would,  I  am  persuaded,  be  the  senti- 
ments of  a  House  of  Commons,  such  as 
I  have  described;  and  in  one  opinion, 
I  thipk  this  house  must  agree  with  me, 
that  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  accounts 
ever  being  settled,  through  the  medium  of 
the  present  plan  of  commissioners.  I  be- 
lieve very  Itttl^^  if  any  progress  has  been 
made,  towards  this  most  desirable  end. 
With  regard  to  the  annual  accounts,  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  saying,  that  they 
ought  ta  be  made  out  as  soon  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  year  as  possible,  under  dis» 
tioct  heads,  and  in  that  clear  form,  as 
urould  enable  tlie  guardians  of  the  public 
purse  to  do  their  duty  to  the  people,  by 
closely  examining  the  difierent  branches 
.  of  the  national  expenditure.  The  present 
is  a  mere  system  of  estimate.  Under  the 
head  oK  Commissioners  I  take  a  saving  of 
70,000Z.  per  anlium ;  as  I  feel  persuaded 
that  committees  of  this  house  ought  to 
Viiidertike  this  task,  however  arduous  it 
may  bo ;  and  not  resort,  as  I  before  said, 
to  taxing  the  people  for  the  sins  of  Ihtir 
representatives. 

The  next  thing  I  have  to  obserre  is, 
that  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  the  average  bulances  of  public 
money  in  the  Bank  (allowing  for  the  ar- 
langenmnt  with  the  American  States)  Is 
about  1(),500,(X)0/.;  and  that  report  pro- 
ceeds thus:  "  Your  committee  are  in- 
clined to  consider  a  sum,  equal  to  5  per 
cent,  interest,  on  the  average  balances  in 
q^iestion,  to  be  not  far  from  the  amount  of 
the  profits  arising  from  this  source.'^  The 
annual  interest  therefore.  Sir,  is  between 
5  and  600,000/.  The  debtor  and  creditor 
account,  between  the  people  and  the  bank 
stands  thus : 


The  Bank  Dr. 
F<»r     }»iterest 
(say  only) 


of  balances 


Paid  to  them  for  manage- 
ment of  the  national  debt, 
year  ending  3th  Jan. 
I80d 


i*  ^00,000 


-     210,000 
^71.0,000 


The  Bank  Cr. 

By  3  millions  in  1800,  at 

3   per  cent,   instead   of 

5  per  cent,  during  the 

war 6O,O00 

By    3    millions  Jn     1808, 

without  interest,  during 

the  war 15O,T)00 

£  1 1,C86,0()0  old   capital, 

3   per  cent,   insteaid  of 

5  per  cent.      .    -     -    -     233,720 
£  4,750,(K)0  in  advance  on 

malt-tax,  at  4  per  cenu 

instead  of  5  per  cent.     -       27,500 

jf  471,220 


This  gives  a  balance  against  the  Bank 
of  238,780/.  a  year.  Now,  Sir,  instead  of 
claiming  the  whole  of  this  on  the  part  of 
the  public,  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  there 
is  a  perfect  title,  I  am  willing  to  adopt  the 
line  taken  en  the  10th  February  1808,  by 
a  right  hon.  gent,  near  me  (Mr.  Tiemey) ; 
thus  he  argued  the  case :  "  With  respect 
to  the  rate  of  allowance  charged  by  tbe 
Bank  in  regard  to  the  management  of  tlie 
national  debt,  in  his  opinion,  the  Bank 
ought  to  do  that  business  without  any  al- 
lowance whatever;  for  he  contended  that 
they  then  would  be  on  a  ft>oting  with 
every  private  banker. '*  Now,  ior  tke 
reason  given  by  the  right  hon.  gent.,  at 
well  as  upon  the  ground  J  have  takers,  I  do 
assert,  that  the  sum  of  210,54i>/.  cbaimd 
by  tbe  Bank  for  the  year  ending  5tK  Jan. 
IVO'J,  ought  to  have  been  saved  to  the 
people. 

An  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  H.  Martin)  having 
so  very  ably,  and  so  very  recently,  ^ne 
at  great  length  into  the  subject  of  pensiotis, 
sinecure  places,  &c.  I  shall  only  have  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks  on  this  bead. 
Under  the  terms  objectional  or  quesUon- 
able,  he  shews  an  amount  of  822,296/. 
Now  surely,  Sir,  my  claiming  credit  for  a 
saving  of  200,0(X)/.  a  year  out  of  this  sum 
cannot  be  deemed  unreasonable.  In  my 
min4  a  much  greater  saving  ought  to  be 
made  here.  But  I  wish  to  make  one  ob- 
servation with  regard  to  the  doctrine,  that 
pensions  aiKl  sinecure  places  are  to  be  held 
as  sacred  as  freeholds,  let  them  have  been 
obtained  how  they  may,  or  let  the  amoaiit 
of  the  income  arising  from  them  have  in- 
creased to  ever  so  enormous  an  extent,  by 
change  of  circumstances  in  the  state. 
This  doctrine.  Sir,  ought  not  to  be  tote- 
rated.  It  cannot  be  substantiated ;  snd 
that  it  is  per &ctJy  novel  I  am  prepared  to 
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Bbew.  In  Ihe  year  1744,  it  appears  that 
the  tellership  of  the  excheqoer  (amongft 
other  offices)  was  revised^  and  the  salary 
reduced,  in  consideration  of  the  great  in- 
crease in  the  amount  of  the  array  services 
and  the  fees  thereupon.  Tlie  reduction 
raade  was  one  third  part  of  the  amount  of 
the  salary  !  but  now  we  are  told.  Sir,  now 
when  the  army  expenditure  exceeds  all 
bounds,  when,  it  amounts  to  above 
17,000,000/.  a  year,  that  thests  places  are 
all  freeholds!  Why  freeholds,  in  the  year 
J  809,  when  they  were  not  so  hi  Hil-  ?  Is 
it  the  greater  purity  of  the  present  times, 
when  compared  with  the  year  1744-,  that 
has  given  colour  to  such  doctrine  as  this  ? 
doctrine.  Sir,  that  never  would  be  heW  in 
such  a  house  of  commons  as  I  h^ve  de- 
scribed. 

Under  the  head  of  Bounties  I  find  an 
e?ipcnditure  amounting  to  527,070/.  a  year. 
Now,  upon  this  subject  I  shall  not  give 
any  opinion  of  my  own ;  but  knowing 
that  these  bounties  are  deemed  quite  in- 
consistent with  the  established  principles 
of  political  economy,  both  by  Adam  Smith 
and  other  authors  who  hare  written  most 
ably  upon  these  subjects,  I  do  certainly 
think  it  well  worthy  the  consideration  of 
parliament  how  far  the  public  money 
should  be  so  expended;  and  fully  aware 
of  several  items  in  this  account  that 
appear  to  me  most  extraordinary,  such 
as  bounties  to  tha  fishermen  of  London 
and  Westminster,  wKo,  I  am  persuaded, 
hate  sufficient  bounties  from  the  high 
price  of  fish ;  and  bounties  upon  linen  m 
freland,  with  other  detail  not  necessary 
for  me  now  to  enter  upon,  I  have  littfe 
doubt,  that  I  should  be  able  to  show,  inde- 
pendent of  the  general  question  whether 
or  not  any  bounties  ought  to  be  given, 
that  a  saving  of  150,000/.  a  year  might 
t)e  properly  made. 

And  next.  Sir,  I  have  to  say  a  word  or  two 
as  to  some  expenditure  that  1  should  hold  to 
be,  at  this  period,  highly  improper.  I  see, 
by  the  accounts  on  the  table,  that  nearly 
200,00t)/.  has  already  been  expended  in 
thcbuitdinganewMintjWhich  I  understand 
is  stiH  likely  to  cost  a  considerable  sum 
more.  Now,  Sir,  the  impropriety  of  build- 
indg  any  mint  at  all  cannot  "be  more 
strongly  marked,  than  from  Uie  circum- 
stance of  its  being  within  our  power  to 
issue  coin  by  contract,  not  only  without 
expence,  but  at  a  profit,  to  the  country. 
This  was  the  case  in  the  late  contract  with 
Messrs.  Bolton's  on  the  issue  of  1 200  tons 
of  copper  coin.  And  when  the  fact  has  thus 
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been  proved,  I  would  ask,  why  Is  th« 
system  to  given  up  }  Why,  Sir,  the  rea- 
son is  obvious.  In  order  to  create  eltten. 
sive  patronage,  it  is  necessary  that  we 
should  have  a  new  mint ;  and  if  we  save 
the  money  of  the  people  by  the  system  of 
contract,  we  shall  have  no  excuse  what- 
ever for  our  new  mint.  But  when  it  is 
completed,  these  great  objects  will  cer* 
tainly  be  attained;  extensive  patronage,  a 
great  establishment,  and  no  Coin  !  But 
ministers,  perhaps,  are  prepared  to  take  off 
the  Bank  restrictions,  and  once  more  to 
allow  us  the  sight  of  gold  !  But  upon  a 
general  principle,  I  maintain  that  gcvern- 
ment  should  not  have  any  estabHshment 
f»r  carrying  on  mechanical  trades.  We 
are  going  to  other  and  great  cxpences  in 
unnecessary  buildings,  such  as  the  house 
in  Downing  street  for  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Controul,  which  has  cost  about 
9,000/.  ;  and  amongst  various  other  im- 
proper waste  of  the  public  treasure,  I  ob- 
serve 3,500/.  expended  in  repairs  of  an 
office  of  accounts  in  the  Adelpbi.  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  show  that  such 
things  were;  but  do  not  mean  to  take 
credit  in  my  proposed  savings,  for  any  of 
the  sums  so  expended. 

To  ouf  Colonies  1  next  shall  advert.  I 
find,  Sir,  that  in  the  army  extraordinaries 
alone,  that  above  1,500,000/.  is  charged 
to  this  account.  Under  proper  manage- 
ment, I  believe  that  our  colonies,  instead 
of  t)erng  a  burthen,  would  prove  no  incdn- 
sfderabTe  treasure  to  the  mother  country ; 
but,  as  this  subject  is  to  be  brought  before 
the  house,  I  find,  early  in  the  next  session, 
I  shall  make  only  a  few  observations  at 
this  time.  That  our  North  American  pos- 
sessions Would  almost  do  more  than  coun- 
terbalance our  issue  of  1 ,500,000  /.  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  provided  the  wonderful 
resources  of  that  country  were  pjroperly 
brought  into  action.  The  advantage,  par^ 
ticularly  in  these  times,  of  abundant  sup*, 
plies  01  hemp,  timber,  &c.  from  thence, 
cannot  easily  be  calculated ;  and  nothing 
can  prevent  our  having  abundant  supplies 
but  our  own  bad  management.  There  is 
one  point  I  cannot  refrain  from  touching 
upon,  that  is  our  fisheries.  When  the 
trifling  returns,  even  of  that  at  Newfound- 
land, is  before  us,  it  would  scarcely  bo 
credited  to  what  an  extent  another  fishery, 
in  those  seas,  was  carried  many  years  ago, 
by  the  French.  I  mean  that  of  Cape 
Breton,  the  extent  of  which  is  not  much 
more  than  one-sixth  of  that  of  Newfouad- 
land.     In  the  year  1745,  when  Cape  Bre-^ 
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ton  was  taken  by  sir  W.  Pc^pperill,  it  ap- 
pears that  France  emplnycd  28,000  men 
in  the  fishery,  and  gained  a  million  of 
money  a  year  by  it.  It  is  clear,  then, 
what  our  loss  must  be  from  bad  and  neg- 
ligent  management ;  but  patronage  seems 
the  great  object  we  have  in  view ;  as  an 
example  of  which,  let  U4  look  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  civil  establishment  in  Sierra 
Leone,  amounting  to  no  less  than  1(),000/. 
a  year ;  and  as  to  the  cxpencc  of  the 
military  establishment,  that  certainly 
keeps  pace  with  it;  for  in  one. item,  that 
of  building  and  repairing  forts  you  have 
no  less  a  sura  than  2:^,000/.  If  we  go 
into  the  accounts  of  Gibraltar,  Ceylon,  Ca- 
nada, the  Prince  of  Wales's  Island,  New 
South  Wales,  &c.  Sec.  we  shall  Cnd  no- 
thing wanting  in  patronage  or  profligate 
expenditure.  .1  therefore  claim  at  least 
500,000/.  a  year,  as  the  saving  that  ought 
to  be  made  immediately. 

I  have  yet  to  make  an  observation  or 
two  respecting  the  military  establishment 
in  Ireland ;  and  I  beg  once  more  to  ob- 
serve, that  England  subscribes  to  all  this 
expenditure  in  the  ratio  of  fifteen  seven- 
teenths, according  to  the  act  of  union  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

In. the  last  four  years  of  the  American 
war,  the  average  expenditure,  lo  the  25th 
March,  1783,  was  44^9,260/. :  the  average 
of  the  four  years,  to  March  25,  1799, 
'2,650,60^ L  :  expenditure  of  the  year  end- 
ing 5th  Jan.  1809,  is  4,22(),4.21  /.  It  ap- 
pears, then,  since  the  year  1799,  the  army 
expenditure  has  been  nearly  doubled. 
And  why,  I  would  ask,  has  this  been  the 
case  ?  Merely  because  we  prefer  keep- 
ing in  check,  by  coersion,  a  gallant  peo- 
ple, who  pant  for  nothing  more  than  the 
enjoyment  of  those  rights  and  liberties 
that  are  secured  to  us,  and  which,  when 
granted,  would  so  endear  them  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  as  to  render  it  at  once 
strong  and  invincible.  I  would  further  ask, 
vvhether  such  a  house  of  commons  as  that  I 
have  described,  putting  rightand  justice  out 
of  the  question,  would  ihink  it  good  policy 
to  expend  at  least  two  millions  in  attempting 
to  efltu:t  that;  which  concilialionixlone  can 
establish  on  a  safe  and  permanent  ground. 
I  cannot  quit  the  .subject  of  Ireland  with- 
out observing,  that  the  total  Irish  expen- 
diture in  the  year  ending  25th  March, 
179.5,  was  1,735,267  /. :  in  the  year  ending 
5th  Jan.  1809,  it  was  9,503,727  /. 

The  debt  of  Ireland,  25th 

March,  1793,  -     -     -^  <£.  2,422,890 
'  The  debt  of  Ireland,  5th 


Jan.  1 802,        -     -     -     -  76, 11 0,if56 
The  loan  for  this  year,    -         4,000,000 

The  present  debt  of  Irdand,  80,1  lO,85o 
And  having  stated  this.  Sir,  1  wil^  a«k 
whether  something  dught  not  to  be  done 
to  ward  off  ruin  from  that  country  ? 

I  believe,  Sir,  I  have  already  shewn 
sufficient  ground  to  justify  the  opinion  I 
gave,  that  if  the  people  were  represented 
in  the  manner  I  have  described,  that  the 
amount  of  the  income  taxjnight  be  saved. 
But,  Sir,  there  yet  remains  for  me  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  one  other 
establishment,  1  mean  that  of  the  Navy. 
And  here.  Sir,  under  the  high  authorities 
1  speak,  it  would  be  arrogance  in  me 
to  oiler  any  opinion  of  my  own.  A 
gallant  admiral  (Mavkbam)  in  his  place 
in  this  house,  on  the  1st  March,  1805, 
said,  **  He  could  state,  and  the  reports 
on  the  table  would  bear  out  his  statement, 
that  one  third  of  the  naval  expencea  of 
the  country  would  be  saved  by  an*hoiiest 
and  upright  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
the  offices  employed  in  their  administra- 
tion.'' The  victualling  office,  and  the 
sick  and  wounded  office,  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  stating  to  be  the  most  corrupt  of 
all. 

So  much  for  the  naval  expendltqre  io 
1805.     I  now.  Sir,  must  call  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  another  statement  made  in 
this  hotise  upon  the  subject,  no  longer  ago 
than  last  February,  when  the  hou.  gent- 
opposite  to  me,  tlie  secretary  of  the  ad- 
miralty (Mr.  Wellesley  Pole),  in  speaking 
of  the  victualling  department,  where  the 
expenditure  amounts  to  5,313,901/.   de- 
clared *'  the  system,  carried  on  to.be  most 
vicious  and  faulty;  and  that,  in  order  to 
abolish  it,  those  at  the  head  must  be  re- 
moved."    In  addition  to  these  statements, 
which  it  is  not  with  me,  or  indeed  with 
any  one  to  doubt,  I  have  only  to  say,  that 
if  confirmation  had  been  wanting,  the  re- 
sult of  the  inquiries  I  have  made  alibrds 
that  confirmation.     I  fmd.  Sir,  and  can 
shew,  that  in  the  purehase  of  timber  there 
is  a  great  loss  to  the  country.     I  find,  too, 
that  the  inspector  of  canvas  is  concerned 
in  the  supplying  the  canvas,  and  that  con- 
sequently what  is  delivered  is  of  an  infa- 
mously bad  quality.     1  find  too.  Sir,  that 
instead  of  the  different  contracts   being 
open  to  competition  at  the  expiration  of  the 
year  and  haJf,  that  they  are  kept  shot  for 
years  ;  and  thus,  for  the  sake  of  patronage, 
the  public  Buffer  most  heavily.     The  bon. 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr,  Wellesley  Pole) 
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-seems  to  deny  the  fact.  I  will  ask  him, 
then,  whether  Mr.  Pinkerlon's  contract 
^01*  the  West  indies  has  not  been  shut  for 
four  or  tive  years.  Whether  Mr.  prant 
has  not  had  a  hke  advantage  in  the  Yar- 
nioutli  contract ;  and  I  wonld  ask  him 
further,  whether  a  person  at  Deptford  has 
.not  been  allowed  to  ania*^  a  considerable 
fortune  by  the  article  of  grains  alo«ierat 
the  public  brewery  there ;  that  contract 
hi^s  indeed  at  last  been  opened,  and  the 
price  per  q^iiarter  immediately  advanced 
from  1 5.  lOd,  to  2s,  \0d.  and  I  fancy  it 
will  bear  no  inconsiderable  further  ad- 
Vance,  as  I  understand  the  fortune  in  ques- 
tion was  made  by  retailing  them  out  im- 
mediately at  4».  ()d.  per  quarter. 

Jin  the  Transport  Department  T  shall 
have  no  difficulty  in  shewing  great  waste 
of  the  public  money,  and  no  where  do  we 
sufifer  more,  1  believe, 'from  favouritism. 
With  these  facts  beibre  me,  and  under  the 
high  authorities  that  I  have  quoted,  it  is  not, 
I  am  sure,  with  me  to  doubt  that  the  saving 
stated  may  be  made.  I  have  only.  Sir,  to 
observe,  tnat  in  the  year  180I-,  to  which 
the  gallant  admiral's  remarks  attached, 
the  expenditure  was  1I,75D,3jO/.  and 
that  at  this  period,  when  we  have  the 
Sentiments  of  the  non.  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty  on  the  subject,  the  expendi- 
diture  is  17,407,892/.  an  increase  of 
5,700,000/.  I  am  sorry.  Sir,  to  have  de- 
tained the  house  so  lung ;  but  what  I 
owed  to  my  country  and  my  own  cha- 
racter rendered  it  necessary.  I  feel  much 
obliged  by  the  patience  with  which  I 
have  been  heard  upon  which  I  shall  only 
trespass  a  few  minutes  longer. 

I  think.  Sir,  that  the  national  accounts 
oui^ht  to  be  reduced  into  such  form  ?in(l 
oriier  as  would  cnab'e  every  member 
of  the  bouse  to  see  whether  or  not  the 
money  of  his  constituents  was  properly 
and  economically  expended  ;  and  this.  Sir, 
is  an  object  1  have  much  at  heart,  fori 
do  feel  most  fully  persuaded,  that  an 
enormous  sum  is  annually  lost  to  the 
country  in  consequence  of  the  utter  con- 
fusion in  which  the  accounts  haveremained 
for  years,  a  confusion  that  never  prevailed 
more  than,  at  this  moment.  Admit,  Sir, 
that  only  20,000,000/.  annually  remains 
unaccounted  for, and  I  am  sure  lam  much 
within  compass,  when  1  say  that  at  a  very 
moderate  computation  wc  must  lose,  in 
corib^quence  of  this  confusion  and  non* 
settlement  x>f  the  accounts,  at  least  one 
twentieth  part ;  docs  any  gentlemen  who 
hears  me  doubt  thut  the  public  lose  at  least 


a  million  a  year  for  the  want  of  such  a  settle- 
ment ;  if  any  one  does  doubt  the  fact,  let 
me  refer  him  to  his  own  private  concerns^ 
and  let  me  ask  whether  he  believes  any 
individual  who  neglepts  year  after  year 
to  look  into  the  accounts  of  the  expen- 
diture of  his  property,  and  to  strike  a  ba- 
lance with  his  dltierent  agents,  escapes 
with  the  loss  of  only  a  twentieth  part  ?  I 
am  sure  he  would  be  infinitely  a  greater 
loser  ujider  such  a  system,  and  -I  am  also 
sure  that  we  do  not  escape  with  a  loss  of  a 
n\iHion  under  that  system  so  decidedly 
ruinous  either  to  the  individual  or  public 
body.  Upon  this  subject  I  shall  beg  to 
read  the  statement  and  remarks  of  the 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (lord 
Henry  Petty.)  In  the  year  1806,  the 
noble  lord  stated  to  the  house,  that  the 
enormous  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-five 
millions  of  public  money  was  unaccounted 
for.  He  then  goes  on  to  observe,  *'  That 
it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  urge  how 
much  the  public  necessities  called  for 
the  most  serious  attention  and  investiga- 
tion ;  that  he  need  not  state  what  were 
the  evils  which  led  to  these  inquiries,  or 
what  were  the  dangers  of  leaving  ac- 
counts open  for  twenty  years  when  the 
death  of  the  parties  may  prevent  the  reco- 
very of  the  public  mone}',  or  grossest 
frauds  destroy  the  revenue  of  the  country, 
great  as  it  is,  and  divert  it  to  purposes  of 
individual  profit.'' 

RtcnpUuladon  qf  saving  on 
Household    troops,   two 
i-egiments  -     -     -     - 
Dragoon    guards,    dra- 
goons, and  light  ditto 
Foreign  corps     -     -     - 
Subsidy   annually  paid 
Count  Meuron  for  con-/ 
tinuinji;  his  regiment 
in  his  majesty's  ser- 
vice    -     -     -     -     - 
Militia    of    the    united 
kingdom    -     -     -     - 
StafTof  fifteen  small  mi- 
litia corps  reduced    - 
Local  militia       -     •     - 
Volunteers  of  the  united 
kingdom  -     -     -     - 
Royal  waggon  train 
Manx  fencibles  -     -     - 
Staff  of  the  army     -     - 
Recruiting  staff,    levies 
and  bounties    -     -    ... 
Army  agency     -     -     - 
Warolfice     -     -     -     - 
Pay  office     -     -     •     - 
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Contract  horMa  - 

FprtiftcatioBS  and  repairs 
at  home    -     -    -     - 

Medical  departeientand 
ajROttal  loM  oi  mefi    - 

Commissariat     -     •     - 

Barracks       -     •     -     . 

Army  clotKiRg  -    -     - 

On  tlK^  eolkection  ef  the 
revenue  ki  Great  Bri- 
'taia     -     ,     .     -     - 

On,  diito  diU6 

in  Ireland      -     -.    - 

Commissiooers  and  au?- 
ditoTs  of  public  ac- 
counts -     -     '     .     - 

Bank,  the  auio  charged 
for  the  nia»ag^Dient 
of  the  DaUonal  debt  - 

Faisions  and  oft  ces  exe- 
cuted hf  deputy  -     - 
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fiKpendttere  of  the  navy 
for  the  year  ending 
January  5,  1&09, 
17,4(»7,8d2/v0Qe-third 


lO,693,0ti5     0     0 


•f  which  if 


.  5>823,530  13     4 


Total  Sarings  -      ld>5ia,l93  13    4 

Having  once  more.  Sir,  thanked  the 
house  for  the  indtdgence  I  ha^e  exp^* 
tienced,  £  shall  proceed  to  mow  for  such 
papers  as,  if  granted,  will  enable  me  to 
IP  fbrther  into  detaiL  eeriy  ia  the  next 
lessten.  Imove^  Sir,  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House. 

1.  "  An  Account  of  theparticubrsof  the 
total  amiual  expenoe  incurred  by  the 
Royal  Staff  Corps  (br  3  years,  up  to*  the 
Ah  of  Jani  1809;  distinguishing  the 
numbers  employed  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  where  employed. 

2.  "  An  Account  of  the  particulars  of 
ail  Bxpences  incurred  by  the  Local  Mi- 
litia'up  to- the  present  time. 

3.  "  An  Account  of  the  particulars  of 
l^e  Eapences  incurred  by-  the  Royal 
Waggon  Train  in  the  3  yeaisr  ending  5th 
Jhn.  1809. 

4.  "  Aa  Account  of  the  particulars  ofthe 
Expences  incuiTed<by  the  Regiment  of  the 
Mani(  Fencibles  from  its  establidment:  to 
the  present  time  :  together  with  a  Staler 
metm  shejmng  th»  SM^ices  which^  it  has 
jpirformMk 


5.  "  An  Account  ef  the  particalars  eT 
the  SQflp  of  97,248/.  2«.  id.  paid  by  the 
Paymaster  General  in  the  year  1808  fio# 
Piwlic  Offices. 

Ck  ' '  An  Aceewtt  of  the  particniars  of 
the  sum  of  2ri5,685A  I3r.  3d.  paid  by  the 
Paymaster-General  fer  barracks  in  the 
year  180S  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
sam  of  3S  1,304/.  1 3r.  h^d.  paid  in  the  same 
period  in  Ireland. 

7.  ''An  Account  of  the  particulars  of 
the  sum  ef  131,818/.  19«.  2J.  paid  hy  the 
Paymaster  General  in  Great  Britain  in  the 
year  1806  for  Statfand  Garrison,  and  ef 
the  sum  of  70,335/.  paidia  the  same  period 
ia  Ireland. 

8.  "  An  Account  of  the  particulars  of 
tlie  Expenee  incurred  by  recruiting  the 
Army  from  the  commencement  of  tke 
present  war  to  the  5th  of  Jan.  180s). 

9.  **  An  Account  of  the  particulars  of 
the  Expenee  incurred  for  Clothing  the 
Army  in  the  3  years  emfing  5th  Jatt. 
1809. 

10.  ''An  Account  of  the  partieulara  ef 
the  sum  of  5,108^900/.  paid  by  the  Offce 
of  Ordnance  in  1 808,  for  serriees  at  home^ 
and  abroad,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be 
made  up. 

11.  "An  Account  of  the  partacnlarB  of 
the  Expenee  incurred  since  the  comaence- 
laaent  of  the  present  war,  in  building,  le- 
pairiiig,  and  making  Fortifications,  Mat- 
tel lo  Towers,  the  Military  Canal,  and  the 
purchase  of  lands  connected  with  the 
aforesaid  matters,  throughout  the  United 
Khigdom,  to  5th  Jan.  1 809. 

12.  "  An  Account  of  the  parttcalais 
of  the  Expenee  incurred  in  building  a 
new  Mint,  and  providing  Machinery  for 
the  same ;  together  with  an  Estimate  of 
the  sum  wanting  to  complete  it* 

13.  "  An  Account  of  the  Establishment 
of  His  Majesty's  Mint,  shewing  theamoonl 
of  the  salaries  and  perquisites  paid  and 
belonging  to-each  officer. 

1 4.  «  An  Account  of  the  paiticulars  of 
the  amount  of  Monies  paid  for  Nai^  Ser- 
vices in  the  year  ending  5th  Jan«  t8(}9,  es* 
cepting  so  much  as  w«w  paid  \ot  wages  to 
officers  and  seamen;  and  to  persons  employ* 
ed  in  his  majesty's  Dock  Yards. 

15.  "An  Acoaum  of  the  pariicnlai^of 
the  Eqcpence  incurred  in  the pieaeat  session 
for  Printing  and  Stationary  for  botk  hooaet 
of  parliament* 

141.  "  An  Account  of  the  Saepeoce  ii«« 
curred  by  the  Militai^*  Cell<ege>  from  its 
first  iostitatton  to  the  5th  Jte.  1809.  , 

L7.  "  An  Acoount  ef  the  partkDadara  of 
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the  Expence  incurred  in  the  year  ending 
5th  Jan.  1 809,  for  confining,  maintaining, 
and  employing  Convicts  at  home. 

18.  "  An  Account  of  the-sums  paid  to 
American  Loyalists  since  the  year  J 783, 
and  of  the  expence  incurred  in  investi- 
gating their  claims. 

19.  "  An  Account  of  the  establishment 
of  the  Commissariat  Department  of  the 
United  Kingdom  ;  shewing  the  salaries 
paid  to  the  several  persons  belonging  to  it, 
and  particulars  of  the  rents  paid,  and  to 
whom,  for  houses,  offices,  and  stores  be- 
longing to  tl>e  department,  and  also  shew- 
ing every  expenditure  thereof,  in  the  3 
years  ending  5th  Jan.  1809. 

20.  "  An  Account  of  the  particulars  of 
the  payment  of  418.230/.  75.  10|d.  in  the 
year  ending  5th  Jan.  1809,  out  of  the  Vote 
of  Credit  for  Ireland  for  that  year. 

21.  '*  An  Account  of  all  sums  advanced 
under  any  head  out  of  the  Public  Fund  to 
the  support  of  the  British  colonies. 

22.  "  An  Account  of  the  expences  in- 
curred by  the  corps  of  Royal  Artillery, 
Gunners  and  Drivers,  for  three  years,  end- 
ing 5th  Jan.  1 809  ;  also  an  Account  of 
the  numbei-s  of  that  corps  that  have  been 
on  Foreign  Service  during  those  years; 
and  also  an  Account  of  all  sums  of  money 
paid  for  the  purchase,  hire,  and  keep  of 
contract  horses  by  the  Board  of  Ordnance 
during  that  period. 

24.  *'  An  Account  of  all  Monies  paid  as 
Remunerations  to  Commissioners,  whether 
appointed  by  the  crown  or  parliament,  for 
all  enquiries  into  Public  Expenditure,  from 
the  year  1780  to  the  present  time;  dis- 
tinguishing each  Commission.'' 

On  the  question  being  put,  upon  the 
first  motion: 

Mr.  Huskisson  rose  and  said  ;  Mr.  Speak- 
er; With  whatever  feelings  of  surprize 
and  regret  I  may  have  witnessed  the  con- 
duct of  the  hon.  gent.,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  first  broaching,  in  another  place,  the 
subject  which  he  has  now  at  last  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  house,  those 
feelings  have  by  no  means  been  awakened, 
either  by  the  explanation  which  the  hon. 
gent,  has  just  given  of  the  motives  by 
which  he  has  been  actuated,  pr  by  the 
statement  which  he  has  submitted  to 
the  house  in  support  of  his  proposition. 
If,  in  the  first  instance,  I  observed,  with 
astonishment,  a  member  of  this  house,  one 
of  the  guardians  of  the  public  purse,  and 
one  too  who  professes  to  watch  over  the 
public  expenditure  with  more  than  an  ordi- 
nary degree  of  jealousy  and  anxiety,  seek- 


ing an  opportunity,  not  during  the  recess 
of  parliament,  but  in  the  middle  of  a  ses- 
sion, not  in   this  house,  but  at   a  public 
meeting,  stating  that  he   could  point  out  a 
plan   by   which   eleven   millions   a   year 
might  be  saved  to  the  country;  that  as- 
tonishment   was,  if   possible,    increased, 
when  1  s:^w  the  hon.  gent,  attending,  day 
after  day,  in  his  place  here  without  giving 
the  house  any  intimation  of  the  means  by 
which  this  )inost  desirable  object  might  be 
effected.     The   hon.   gent,   could  not  be 
ignorant,  that,  on  the  one  hand,  such  a  de- 
claration was  calculated  to  make  a  strpng 
impression  out  of  doors ;  that  from   the 
character  of  the  meeting  at  which  it  was 
made,  it  would  be  disseminated  through 
the  public  with  a  mischievous  activity  ; 
and  on  the  other,  that  it  was  only  in  this 
house  that  the  plan  could  be  discussed  with 
a  view  to  any  beneficial  result,  or  that  any 
practical   measure  could  be  taken  for  at- 
taining its  professed  object ;  and  yet.  Sir. 
the  hon.  gent,  has  just  informed  us,  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  have  brought 
forward  any  part  of  \his  potable  scheme 
in  the  present  session.     In  a  tone,  almost 
of  anger  and  complaint,  he  tells  you  that 
he  has  been  goaded  and  challenged  by  th» 
frequent  calls  made  upon  him  here;  that 
yielding  to  such  importunity,  and  not  to 
any  sense  of  his  public  duty,  he,  on  thi^ 
last  day  of  the  session,  condescends  to , 
point  out  the  means  of  relieving  the  pub- 
lic from  the  pressure  of  the  Property  fax. 
What,  Sir,  is  the  light  in  which  the  hon. 
gent,  places  his  own  conduct  by  his  state- 
ment of  this  evening  ?  Two  months  ago 
he  had  ascertained,  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion, I  presupie,  of  his  own  mind,  that  a 
tax  producing  upwards  of  elc^ven  mUlions 
a  year  could   be  taken  off  without  any 
detriment  to  the  public  service ;  he  had, 
at  that  time,  so  completely  matured  the 
measures  of  reform  by  W'hich  this  saving 
could  be  effected,  as  publicly  to  record-  . 
his  opinion:  and  to-night  he  tells  you  that 
it  never  was  his  intention,  in  this  session 
to  follow  up  that  opinion  by  any  proposi- 
tion in  this  house !  In  the  view  of  the  hon. 
gent.,  then,  the  saving  of  eleven  millions 
is  a  matter' of  such  little  moment,  that  the 
means  of  enacting  it  being  delivered  by 
him  in  his  middle  of  one  session,  it  con- 
sists with   his  sense  9f  public  duty,    to 
postpone  the  application  of  those  means 
till  the  next.     But  it  also  consists  with  this 
same  sense  of  duty,  in  the  mind  of  the  hon^ 
gent.,  to  send  forth  the  assertion  to  the 
public,  under  such  circumstances,  and  cou* 
4B 
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}>1ed  such  sentiments;  as  appeared  to  the 
meeting,  where  it  was  first  uttered,  best 
calculated  to  create  an  impression,  that  the 
blame  of  the  continuance  of  this  tax  is 
Solely  to  be  ascribed  to  the  corruption  of 
this  house.  The  blame,  if  blame  there 
be,  of  not  hating  investigated  the  hon. 
gent/s  plan  of  economy  in  this  session 
must  fall  e»:tirely  npon  himself.  The  mis- 
chief liken  ise,  if  mischief  ensue,  from  his 
indiscreet  assertions,  must  be  laid  entirely 
at  liis  door.  The  delusion  and  the  disap- 
pointment ore  ec]ually  of  his  own  creating. 
That  the  hon.  gent.'s  plan  will  end  in  the 
disappointment  of  those  who  gave  credit 
to  his  assertions,  must,  I  think,  be  obvious 
to  every  member  of  this  house,  who  has 
listened  to  the  details  brought  forward  by 
the  hon.'gept.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  fol- 
low him  through  all  these  details.  W,  in- 
deed, th<^y  had  been  supported  by  afiy 
thing  like  reasoning  or  proof,  1  might  have 
■found  it  necessary  to  trespass  upon  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  house,  with  such  statements 
as  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  geni.  might 
hare  appcartd  to  me  to  require  ?  but  when 
"^  the  hon.  gent,  brings  forward  nothing  but 
a  string  of  bare  assertions,  it  would  be  a 
^  waste  of  time  to  meet  them  in  detail  by 
otht  r  assertions  of  an  opposite  nature.  In- 
deed, sir,  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
hon.  gent,  treats  this  subject,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  understand  why  he  should  confine  his 
savings  to  eleven  millions.  With  the  same 
fiicility,  and  by  the  same  process,  he  might 
produce  a  saving  of  twenty  ;  and  certainly 
there  are  other  reformers,  out  of  doors, 
with  a  degree  hf  self-confidence,  equal  to 
that  of  the  hon.  cent,  who  do  not  scruple 
to  tell  the  pubfic  that  twenty  millions 
wight  be  saved  without  any  detriment  to 
the  public  service.  Their  assertions,  1 
make  no  doubt,  are  made  with  the  same 
sincerity,  proclaimed  with  the  same  pa- 
triotic views,  and  calculated  to  produce 
the  same  beneficial  purposes  as  those  of 
the  hon.  gent.  He,  however,  is  only  bound 
by  the  minor  pledjj^e ;  but  having  been 
the  first  to  start,  hi?  anxiety  to  redeem  that 
pledge,  may,  perhaps,  have  been  quicken- 
ed, this  evening,  by  the  bolder  strides  of 
those  who  have  since  followed  him  in  this 
mighty  career. 

The  first  idea  of  this  saving  appears  to 
have  suggested  itself  to  the  hon.  gent.'s 
blind  in  consequence  of  a  discovery  he 
made  in  the  annual  accounts,  that  the  total 
expenditure  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  year , 
ending  the  5th  of  January,  1S08,  was  se- 
venty-one millions,  and  that  in  the  year 


ending  the  5th  of  January,  1800,  it  wat 
seventy-nine  millions,  "fhe  hon.  gent, 
finds  an  increase  of  charge  to  the  amount 
of  eight  millions,  and  the  necessary  and 
natural  inference  is,  that  a  saving  of  eleven 
may  be  made.  Having;  come  to  this  irre- 
sistible conclusion,  the  hon.  ^ent.  hastens 
to  publish  his  discovery  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor,  and  has  since  laboured  to  make  up 
an  account,  shewing  the  means  by  which 
thii  saving  may  be  effected.  Before  1 
proceed  to  say  a  few  words  on  those  means, 
I  will  endeavour  to  state  very  shortly  to 
the  house  the  principal  causes  of  the  in- 
creased expcnce  in  the  year  1 809,  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year.  This  pari 
of  the  case  might  have  embarrassed  th« 
hon.  gent.'s  calculation,  atid  he  therefore 
Very  discreetly  appears  to  ha^e  excluded 
it  altogether  from  his  account.  In  the 
first  place  there  isiht  augmentation  to  the 
charge  of  the  public  debt,  occasioned  bj 
the  loan  of  the  year,  amounting  to  about 
800,000/.  In  the  navy. an  increased  ex- 
pense of  1,500,000/.  owing  principally  to 
the  increased  price  of  naval  stores.  In  the 
army,  an  increase  to  the  same  amowit 
owing  to  the  augmentation  of  our  regular 
force,  and  to  our  having  had  a  great  pro- 
portion of  thai  force  employed  in  active 
^  operations  in  Spain  and  Portugal.  There 
'  is  also  1 ,500,000/.  in  arrcar  of  debt  dac 
by  the  public  to  the  East  India  Company, 
fi>r  services  performed  by  them  in  former 
years ;  and  about  3,000,000/.  of  pecuniary 
aid  to  our  allies,  of  which  1,200,000/.  wat 
sent  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  under  the 
sanction  of  Parliament,  and  the  remainder 
to  aid  the  patriotic  efibrts  of  the  Spaniards, 
with  the  concurrence  and  approbation  of 
every  man  ia  the  kingdom.  I  mnst  leave 
to  the  house  and  to  the  public  to  judge, 
whether  any  of  those  branches  of  expendi- 
ture could  have  been  abridged,  consistent 
with  justice  or  sound  policy  ;  and  will  now 
proceed  to  the  plan  of  the  hon.  gent. 

His  first  proposal  was  to  disband*  the 
two  regiments  of  L'fe  Guards.  They  are 
represented  by  the  hon.  gent,  to  be  totally 
unnecessary ;  but  I  think  when  the  hou:^ 
considers  not  only  that  these  corps  are 
connected  with  the  splendour  of  the  throne, 
and  are  called  upon  to  attend  upon  the 
sovereign  whenever  he  visits  any  public 
place  in  the  metropolis,  but  that  their  ser- 
vices are  required  on  all  occasions  of  pitb- 
lic  ceremony,  and  ire  essential  for  the  pre^ 
servation  of  public  tranonillity  and  mod 
order,  they  will  not  be  disposed  to  allowr 
thtt  hon.  gent  to  take  credit  forlim  pro* 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^z 


a  109] 


PAUL.  DEBATES,  June  19,  ISOd.-^o  PubUc Ectmomy. 


[1110 


posed  saving.  Indeed  it  mast  be  obvious 
that  if  these  two  corps  were  reduced,  other 
corps  of  cavahy,  at  least  to  the  same  ex- 
leu  t,  would  be  requisite  for  the  service  and 
police  of  London,  and  the  utmost  saving, 
therefore,  that  could  be  effected  by  the 
sacrifice  of  the  other  considerations  to 
which  1  have  referred,  would  be,  the  pallr}' 
difference  between  the  pay  of  the  life 
j^uards  and  that  of  cavahy  of  the  line^ 
The  next  saving  i&of  a  more  extensive  and 
sweeping  nature.  The  hon.  gent,  pro- 
poses to  reduce  the  cavalry  at  once  to  fif- 
teen thousand  men.  Unquestionably,  sir, 
if  fifteen  thousand  men  be  a  sufficient  body 
<>f  cavalry  for  this  country  to  maintain,  all, 
above  that  nuniber  should  be  reduced ; 
but  the  hon.  gent,  assumes  the  fact ;  and, 
if  we  are  prepared,  upon  the  mere  ipse 
dixit  of  that  hon.  gent.,  to  disband  nearly 
one-half  of  our  cavalry,  the  saving  must 
follow  as  a  matter  of  course.  This  is -no 
wonderful  discovery.  But  is  the  house 
prepared  to  act  upon  the  bare  assertion  of 
the  hon.  gent.,  and  to  allow  his  authority 
upon  this  great  military  question,  unsup- 
ported by  any  statement  or  argument 
whatever,  unaccompanied  with  any  com- 
parative view  of  the  proporiLon  which  the 
cavalry  of  an  army  like  ours  ought  to  bear 
to  its  infantry,  to  outweigh  the  opinions  of 
all  the  great  military  characters  who  have 
been  constituted  upon  this  subject,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  house  itself?  Indeed,  sir, 
the  time  which  the  hon.  gent,  has  chosen 
for  proposing  this  reduction  is  somewhat 
singular.  It  is  precisely  at  a  moment  when 
a  considerable  proportion  of  our  cavalry 
is  distinguishing  itself  upon  foreign  ser-  ^ 
vice,  w'hen  we  are  called  upon,  from  all 
quarters,  to  send  a  much  larger  corps  to 
co-operate  with  our  allies,  and  when  our 
decisive  superiority  in  this  description  of 
force  has  recently  been  so  strongly  mark- 
ed and  acknowledged  by  our  own  generals, 
and  felt  by  our  enemies.  This  is  the 
period  of  the  war  which  the  hon.  gent. 
selects  in  order  to  bring  forward  a  pro- 
posal to  get  rid  of  nearly  one-half  of  the 
cavalry. 

To  the  Foreign  Corps,  his  noxt  head  of 
retrenchment,  he  shews  still  less  of  his  in- 
dulgence. They  must  be  swept  away  al- 
together. He  has  talked  of  them  as  a  de- 
/icription  of  men  not  to  be  tolerated,  whose 
existence  as  a  military  corps  is  a. disgrace 
to  the  country,  and  whose  conduct  on  ser- 
vice has  shewn  them  to  be  destitute  both 
of  fidelity  and  courage.  In  this  general 
de^ription  I  can  by  no  meani  concur; 


such  charges  appear  to  me  as  contrary  to 
recorded  facts  as  they  are  cruel  and  illi- 
beral towards  that  meritorious  class  of  men, 
who,  from  feelings  of  loyalty  and  (idelily 
above  all  praise,  have  been  the  victims, 
for  these  last  sixteen  years,  of  that  dread- 
ful revolution  which  began  by  their  ruin,  , 
and  l?as  now  nearly  elTecfccd  the  ruin  of 
the  civilized  world.  That  some  trifling 
instances  of  misconduct  may  have  oc- 
curred in  the  emigrant  corps,  as  they  do 
in  all  other  corps ;  that  some  of  them 
were  recruited  by  methods  which  I  never 
did  approve  of,  are  facts  which  I  am  not 
prepared  to  deny ;  but  those  instances 
have  been  artfully  and  grossly  exagge- 
rated, whilst  their  deeds  of  gallantry  and 
heroism  are  kepi  out  of  sight.  I  will  not 
detain  the  hous^  by  recalling  them  at  pre- 
sent; but  if  the  hon.  ^;ent.  is  at  a  loss  for  ona 
instance,  let  him  look  at  the  siege  of  Ypres 
by  the  French  in  the  last  war,  when  an 
emigrant  regiment  sallied  fo/tli  with  a  spi- 
rit never  excelled,  to  cut  its  way  through 
the  besieging  army,  an  attempt  which  ex- 
cited the  admiration  and  surpri^^  of  the 
British  and  Austrian  commanders,  when 
the  few,  who  had  survived  the  desperate 
entcrprize,  joined  the  allied  forces.  But, 
Sir,  what  is  the  description  of  foreign 
corps  which  we  now  possess,  and  which 
the  hon.  gent,  is  so  anxious  to  dismiss  ig- 
nominousTy  from  our  service  ?  They  con- 
sist of  men,  born  suJjjects  of  and  owing 
allegiance  to  the  same  sovereicn  with  our- 
selves— of  men  who,  when  driven  from 
Hanover  by  the  unprovoked  aggression  of 
the  enemy,  sought  an  asylum  in  this 
country.  What  course  on  th^t  occasion 
would  the  hon.  gent,  have  taken  ?  Would 
he  have  repelled  them  from  our  shores  ? — 
Would  he  have  advised  his  and  their  so- 
vereign to  have  shut  his  ports,  and  refused 
his  protection  to  men  who  had  such  strong 
claims  to  that  protection  ?  Would  he  have 
driven  them,  in  despair,  iiito  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy,  or  would  he  now  send  them 
back  to  Hanover,  in  order  that  a  conscrip- 
tion may  force  them  into  those  ranlcs  ? 
Had  such  been  our  policy,  the  chance  of  ' 
war  might  perhaps  have  brought  them 
into  this  country  as  prisoners;  and  instead 
of  paying  them  to  fight  our  battles,  we 
might  now  have  had  to  maintain  them, 
at  nearly  the  same  expence,  mixed  in  our 
prisons  with  the  inveterate  enemies  of  this 
country.  Is  this  the  only  footing  upon 
which  tht  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  been  willing  to  have  given  them  an 
asylum  ?•— To  the  loose  general  charge  the 
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hon.  gent,  has  thrown  out  against  them  of 
misconduct  in  the  field,  I  can  only  oppose 
the  authority  of  .the  British  generals>  under 
whom  they  served  in  Zealand  and  on  the 
Peninsula,  and,  I  trust,  their  favourable 
testimony  will  have  as  much  weight  with 
the  house  as  the  unsupported  assertion  of 
the  hon.  gentleman.  After  all,  the  house 
must  recollect,  that  if  we  disband  and  send 
home  these  20,000  foreigners,  this  dimi- 
nution in  our  army  must  be  made  up  by 
an  equal  number  of  Englishmen,  to  be 
raised  at  a  much  greater,  and  maintained 
at  an  equal  expence ;  so  that  this  discovery 
of  the  hon.  gent,  would  etfect  no  saving, 
unless  he  could  also  persuade  the  house 
and  the  country,  that  our  regular  force, 
which  it  has  been  the  uniform  endeavours 
of  the  house  to  augment,  could  undergo  a 
reduction  of  20,000  men  without  any  in- 
convenience. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Local  Militia  I 
shall  not  detain  the  house  by  any  detail. 
The  hon.  gent,  has  called  it  the  most  pro- 
fligate of  all  establishments ;  I  shall  only 
say  thatit  is  an  establishrrient  called  for  by 
the  voice  of  the  country,  and  by  tbe  sense 
of  this  house  ;  that  it  is  the  description  of 
force  which,  from  its  nature  and  composi- 
tion, seems  of  all  others,  the  least  calcu- 
lated to  increase  patronage,  and  to  aflbrd 
scope  for  profligate  establishments  ;  that 
the  hon.  gent.,  with  his  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, should  have  op}>osed  the  measure 
itself,  when  it  was  under  the  consideration 
of  parliament,  a  course  which  I  do  not  re- 
collect him  to  have  taken.  But  when  par- 
liament has  directed  this  force  to  be  pro- 
vided, the  executive  government  would  be 
grossly  remiss  if  it  neglected  to  carry  the 
law  into  execution  ;  and  I  am  sure  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  raise,  embody,  and 
officer,  so  large  a  force,  without  incurring 
the  lull  amount  of  expence  granted  by 
parliament  for  this  purpose.  So  long, 
therefore,  as  this  force  is  maintained  upon 
its  present  footing,  the  hon.  gent,  cannot 
expect  any  saving  to  be  effected. 

I  shall  not  follow  the  hon.  gent,  through 
the  details  of  all  the  other  savings  which 
he  has  proposed,  because  the  house  must 
have  fjerceivcd  that  they  all  rest  upon  the 
same  foundation — the  mere  assertions  of 
the  hon.  gent.,  that  such  and  such  esta- 
blishments are  useless,  that  such  and  such 
reductions  may  be  effected.  To  such  as- 
sertions so  supported,  or  rather  so  totally 
unsupported,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
oppose  any  thing  more  than  counter  as- 
sertions I    though  I  cannot  help  observing 


that  all  the  services  to  which  he  has  ob- 
jected arc  annually  brought  under  the  con* 
sideration  of  parliament ;  that  provision 
is  annually  made  for  their  support  by  the 
votes  of  this  house :  and  that  it  is  too  much 
for  the  hon.  gent,  to  expect  that  a  mere 
declaration  from  him  that  such  services 
are  useless  should  be  all  the  proof  tliat 

f*  arliament  would  require  on  the  subject 
n  no  instance  does  the  hon.  gent,  con- 
descend to  explain  either  the  principles  of 
his  retrenchment,  or  to  give  us  any  calcu- 
lation by  which  he  has  ascertained  the 
precise  sum  to  be  saved.  Thus,  in  advert^ 
ing  to  fortitications,  he  tells  us  that  they  are 
altogether  unnecessary — that  their  present 
expence  is  700,000/.  pei*  annum,  but  that 
1>00,000/.  would  be  sufficient.  Can  any 
thing  be  more  loose  in  reasoning — more 
unsatisfactory  in  its  result?  Why  not  take 
credit  for  the  whole  700,000/.  ?  As  all  for- 
tification is  useless,  on  what  data  is  it  that 
the  hon.  t(enl.  finds  that  200,000/.  per 
annum  is  the  precise  sum  which  ought  to 
Se  appropriated  to  this  unnecessary  pur- 
pose ?  Is  not  this  trifling  with  ihe  time 
and  good  sense  of  the  house  ?  How  far  a 
syslem  of  fortification  ought  to  form  a 
part  of  the  defence  of  this  kingdom,  is  one 
of  the  questions  upon  which  military  men 
and  this  house  have  been  most  divided  in 
opinion  ;  but  the  hon.  gent,  feels  no  dif- 
ficulty- in  deciding  upon  it.  In  his  view, 
all  fortifications  are  useless;  but  as  500,000/. 
will  answer  his  purpose,  he  is  generously 
pleased  to  allow  us  200,000/.  for  th« 
amusement  of  those  who  are  of  a  different 
opinion.  In  the  article  of  army  clothing 
the  hon.  gent  calculates  upon  a  saving  of 
270,000/.  per  annum.  This  is  a  downright 
fallacy.  The  great  coats  for  the  army,  and 
all  the  clothing  provided  by  government, 
whether  for  our  own  forces,  or  for  those 
of  our  allies,  are  procured  by  public  com- 
petition, and  as  this  is  the  very  mode  by 
which  the  hon^  gent,  proposes  to  efilect 
liis  saving,  it  is  obvious  that  no  further 
abatemeut  can  be  looked  for  upon  these 
Tiupplies.  As  to  the  clothing  which  every 
colonel  furnishes  to  his  own  regiment, 
government  has  no  concern  in  it.  The 
otF- reckonings,  out  of  which  the  regiment 
is  clothed,  are,  as  it  is  well  known,  an  al- 
lowance of  a  very  old  standing,  made  to 
the  colonel  for  this  purpose,  and  which, 
notwithstanding  the  rise  of  every  article, 
has  not  been  augmented.  The  interference 
of  government  goes  no  farther  than  to 
take  care  that  the  regiment  is  clothed  ac- 
cording to  the  regulations  of  the  army.-^ 
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.The  mode  and  terms  of  purchase  are  left 
altogether  to  the  colonel;  and  the  diffe- 
rence between  the  price  paid  by  him,  and 
the  off-reckonings  allowed  by  government, 
constitutes  the  chief  profit  of  the  regiment. 
If,  under  these  circumstances,  the  general 
officers  of  tlie  army,  who  are  colonels 
of  regiments,  pay  for  their  own  clothing, 
as  the  hon.  gent,  states,  more  than  is  al- 
lowed by  government  to  its  contractors,  it 
proves  a  liberal  attention  on  their  part  to 
the  comfort  of  their  men,  and  on  the  part 
of  government  that  every  possible  econo- 
my is  practised ;  for  in  this  head  of  ex- 
penditure the  hon.  gentleman's  grievance 
IS,  that  government  is  served  cheaper  than 
the  individual.  In  the  whole  statement, 
the  hon.  gent,  appears  to  proceed  on  the 
principle  that  the  large  establishments  we 
are  obliged  to  maintain,  for  the  purpose  of 
security  and  defence,  as  this  house  and  the 
country  have  hitherto  foolishly  conceived, 
have  no  such  object ;  but  that  the  real  ob- 
ject of  them  is  in  order  to  create  a  large 
expence.  This  is  the  discovery  which  it 
was  reserved  for  the  hon.  gent,  ta  make. 
The  hon.  gent,  argues  as  if  the  order  of 
proceeding  in  this  house  was  this — ^First,  to 
resolve  to  make  our  expenditure  as  large  as 
possible^  and  then  to  frame  our  establish- 
ments accordingly,  lliiherto.  Sir,  we  have 
been  taught  to  believe  that  our  establish- 
ments were' regulated  according  to  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  country,  and  that  the  grants 
of  this  house  were  governed^  by  such  esta- 
blishments. But  this  view  of  the  subject 
wo'uld  not  suit  the  hon.  gentleman's  pur- 
pose ;  and,  in  the  whole  of  his  argument, 
'  he  has  assumed  that  our  present  establish- 
ments were  not  necessary  for.  any  other 
purpose  than  that  of  adding  to  our  expence. 
JHie  has  argued  as  if  we  were  all  agreed  on 
this  point,  and  as  if  the  only  difference  of 
opinion  would  be  whether  they  shbuld  or 
should  not  be  kept  up,  for  the  sake  of  keep- 
ing up  that  expence.  It  is  unnecessary, 
therefore,  till  we  have  settled  this  princi- 
ple, to  follow  him  into  any  further  detail: 
— there  is,  however,  one  remaining  point, 
on  which  I  feel  it  necessary  to  correct  a 
misrepresentation  of  the  hon.  gentleman. 
He  stated  the  establishment  ot  the  com- 
missariat department  in  Ireland  to  amount 
to  no  less  a  sum  than  95,000  /.  whilst  the 
whole  expenditure  was  only  235,000/. 
The  hon.  gent.,  with  an  air  of  triumph, 
asked  of  the  house  to  consider  what  must 
be  the  character  of  such  a  department,  in 
which  95,000/.  was  necessary  in  an  esta- 
blishment, in  order  to  manage  an  expen- 


diture of  255,000/.  Now,  Sir,  the  hon. 
gent,  must  know,  that  the  whole  expence 
of  this  department,  so  far  as  relates  to 
what  is  generally  d^cribed  under  the 
head  of  Establishment,  such  as  salaries,  al- 
lowances, office  rent,  coals  and  candles, 
&c.  does  not  exceed  20,000/.  ;  and  that 
in  the  estimate  from  which  he  has  taken 
his  statement  is  included  a  corps  of  wag- 
goners, amounting  to  1050  horses,  with 
their  drivers,  &c.  necessary  in  Ireland  for 
the  delivery  of  the  supplies  to  the  troops 
both  in  quarters  and  in  camp,  the  contrac- 
tors  there  not  undertaking  for  the  delive* 
ries,  as  is  the  case  in  this  country.  la 
this  respect,  therefore,  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  gent,  was  calculated  to  convey  an 
unfounded  impression,  and  a  false  charge, 
which  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  set 
right. 

Although  I  have  now  trespassed  on  the 
attention  of  the  house  much  longer  than  I 
intended,  by  the  observations  I  have 
thought  it  right  to  make  on  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's statement  with  respect  to  the 
public  expenditure,  I  must  request  their 
indulgence  for  a  few  remarks,  which  I 
find  it  necessarv  to  make  on  the  animad- 
versions which  lie  has  made  on  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.  He  goes  first  into 
the  Post-Office,  and  having  ascertained 
that  in  Mr.  Palmer's  time  this  service  was 
performed  at  an  expence  of  200,000  /.  per 
ann.  and  that  it  now  costs  400,000/.  he 
immediately  infers  that  abuses  exist  to  the 
amountof  200,000/.  and  that  this  sum  might 
be  saved  to  the  public.  Now,  Sir,  I  will 
take  upon  myself  so  ,  assert,  that  if  this 
subject  is  inquired  into,^  in  the  most  mi- 
nute detail,  the  house  will  be  satisfied 
that  no  increase  of  expence  has  been  in- 
curred in  this  department  which  was  not 
absolutely  necessary /or  the  public  service, 
or  conducive  to  the  improvement  and  in- 
crease of  this  branch  of  the  revenue.  The 
house  must  be  aware,  that  in  this  depart- 
ment as  well  as  in  others,  it  has  been 
found  absolutely  necessary  to  augment 
the  salaries  of  the  clerks  and  subordi- 
nate officers,  who,  I  am  sure,  are  not  now 
overpaid.  Where  the  numbers  employed 
are  necessarily,  very  large,  as  in  the  post- 
office,  including  all  the  postmasters,  letter 
carriers,  &c.  in  the  kingdom,  an  augmen- 
tation, however  small  to  each  person, 
amounts  to  a  very  considerable  sum  upon 
the  whole.  Whatever  oth«*r  augmentation 
of  expence  has  been  incurred,  arises  either 
from  the  increased  accommodation  which 
has  been  a^rded  to  the  trade>  and  to 
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every  p^rt  of  the  coxQinupity^  by  opening 
new  lines  of  communication!  establishbg 
new  post-offices,  by  a  daily  delivery  of 
letters  to  places  where  they  were  former- 
ly conveyed  only  every  other  day^  or 
twice  a  week,  and  very  much  by  the  in- 
creased establishment  and  expence  of 
packeu  for  maintaining  an  intercourse 
with  distant  countries,  and  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  OMr  foreign  commerce.  But, 
in  making  these  improvements,  I  can  as- 
f  ure  the  house,  that  the  post-ofBce,  though 
at 'all  times  justly  anxious  to  contribute  to 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  com- 
munity, and  particularly  of  the  commer- 
cial class,  does  not  lose  sight  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  revenue ;  and  that  there  is 
scarcely  one  of  them  whichdoes  not  am- 
ply compensate  for  the  increased  expence ; 
so  that  the  addition  which  has  been 
made  to  the  public  charge  in  this  respect, 
if  examined  merely  as  a  revenue  coiiside- 
ratiou,  is  money  well  laid  out,  and  produc- 
tive of  a  very  large  sum  to  the  public  in- 
come. 

In  the  Customs,  the  bon.  gent,  has  slated 
^ne  instance  of  what  he  conceives  to  be 
a  most  flagrant  abuse,  and  he  called  upon 
the  house  to  take  it  as  a  specimen  of 
what  he  conceives  to  be  the  whole  system 
of  the  department.  This  iubtanceis  the 
appointment  of  three  new  surveyors  ge- 
neral, making  ten  in  the  whole,  at  a  time 
when  the  original  numb^  of  seven  ought, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  bon.  gent.,  to 
have  b^en  diminished,  in,  consequence  of 
the  new  docks  ;  why,  Sir,  it  is  on  account 
pf  these  new  docks  that  this  addition  be- 
came necessary,  one  for  each  of  the  three 
great  establishments.  West  India,  London, 
and  East  India  docks.  I  will  not  trouble 
the  house  with  details  on  this  subject,  but 
9hall  content  myself  with  stating  in  the 
presence  of  members  of  this  house,  whose 
mercantile  knowledge  i  am  sure  will  enable 
them  to  conErm  that  statement,  that  so 
far  from  there  being  any  superfluous  offi- 
^rs  in  the  customs,  the  treasury  is  con- 
stantly applied  to  by  the  trade  of  this  and 
all  the  principal  ports  for  an  increase  of 
the  Ibstablishment.  We  have  constantly 
represeatatipns  before  us,  that  business  is 
retarded  from  the  want  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  custom-house  olBcers.  The 
board  of  customs  is  constantly  assailed 
with  complaints  of  a  like  nature ;  and  it 
is  always  slowly,  reluctanUy,  and  not 
till  they  are  most  fully  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  that  they  recom- 
mend  any  addition  ^  and    tbie  treasury 


never  makes  any  such  additions  without 
their  recommendation.  So  much.  Sir,  for 
superfluous  estalilishments  in  this  branch 
of  the  revenue,  in  which  I  need  not  re- 
mind the  house,  that  all  sinecure  offices, 
and  places  executed  by  deputy,  were 
abolished  by  Mr.  Pitt. 

In  the  Stamps,  however,  the  bon.  gent. 
has  discovered  an  expenditure  of  1 30,000/. 
whilst,  in  his  opinion,  ti^e  manage  meat 
and  collection  of  that  revenue  ought  not 
to  cost  more  than  30,000/.  Nothing  but 
the  most  complete  ignorance  on  this  sub- 
ject can  excuse  such  an  assertion  on  ihe 
part  of  the  hou.  gent.  The  revenue  of 
stamps  amouni^s  at  present  to  oear 
5,000,000/.  The  use  of  them  is  becoBie 
necessary  in  almost  all  the  transactions 
of  life  ;  and  consequently  distributors  art 
required  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 
In  the  oourse  of  last  year,  the  treasury 
directed  (he  poundage  allowed  to  those 
distributors  to  be  reduced  one-fourth ; 
but  we  have  since  been  obliged  to  suspend 
the  order,  upon  finding  that  persons^ could 
not  be  procured  to  take  upon  themselves 
the  trouble  and  responsibility  of  the  dis- 
tribution at  that  reduced  rate ;  and  that 
much  more  would  have  been  lost  to  tlie 
public  by  a  diminished  sale  than  would 
have  been  gained  by  the  reduction.  TbM 
house,  besides,  must  be  aware,  that  when 
titles  to  property  are  invalidated,  if  the 
proper  stamps  are  not  used,  when  every 
species  of  security  is  made  to  depend  upon 
them,  and  when  to  all  this,  heavy  penal- 
ties are  superadded,  to  compel  the. use  of 
stamps,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  reve- 
nue, it  becomes  the  dyty  of  the  government 
to  place  them  within  the  reach  of  the 
consumer  ;  and  that  therefore,  indep^i- 
dently  of  revenue  considerations,  we  are 
calleil  upon  not  to  abridge  -the  means  of 
distribution.  With  respect  to  the  esta- 
blishment in  London^  so  far  from  its  being 
excessive  or  overpaid,  there  is  no  depart- 
ment in  which  the  salaries  in  general  ara 
so  low,  as  gentlemen  will  see,  when  I  state 
to  them,  that  not  a  month  ago,  upon  a 
clerk's  situation  becoming  vacant,  the 
commissioners  applied  to  the  treasury  to 
appoint  a  successor,  stating  'the  salary 
was  50/.  per  annum,  and  that  the  office 
required  constant  attendance,  and  every 
qualification  that  can  t>e  required  ham  ao 
efficient  clerk,  and  was  moreover  a  situa- 
tion of  great  trust.  How  were  the  trea- 
sury to  find  out  a  fit  person  for  such  f 
remuneration  ?  who  would  accept  iht 
appointment }    All  the  other  satariei  acf 
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nearly  in  the  same '  proportion,  ahd  I 
have  no  scruple  to  say,  that  not  only  jas- 
tice  to  individuals,  but  to  the  public  in- 
terest, requires  that  they  should  be  raised, 
if  the  public  expect  efficiency  and  fidelity 
in  the  persons  employed.  Tjie  hon.  gent, 
must  therefore  be  prepared  Tor  an  aug- 
n^entation  of  charge  in  this  department. 

With  respect  to  the  collection  of  the 
Land  and  Assessed  Taxes,  the  hon.  gent, 
is  not  more  fortunate  in  his  observations. 
The  poundage  allowed  to  the  receivers 
has  been  reduced  one-fourth  by  the  pre- 
sent treasury  ;  and,  with  respect  to  the 
balances  in  their  hands,  they  are  limited  to 
6,500/.  for  each  receiver ;  a  sum  con- 
sidered to  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
meet  the  demands  to  which  they  are  liable 
for  the  public  service,  under  the  authority 
of  acts  of  parliament ;  so  that  their  profits 
will  not  be  found  to  be  more  than  adequate 
to  the  trouble,  and  especially  to  the  re- 
sponsibility of  their  situations  as  public 
accountant ;  to  the  risk  to  which  they 
are  exposed,  and  the  immepse  securities 
they  are  required  to  give  to  the  public. 
With  respect  to  the  balances  in  the  hands 
of  the  parochial  collectors,  stated  by  the 
hon.  gent,  to  amount  to  380,000/.  is  he  not 
aware  that  these  collectors  are  not  servants 
of  the  public,  nor  under  any  controul  of 
the  treasury,  but  appointed  by  the  dis- 
trict commissioners  ?  These  balances 
arc  probably  arrears  due  by  the  respec- 
tive parishes  on  their  several  assessments. 
In  some  instance,  a  delay  of  payment  is 
una\^idable  unless  the  commissioners,  in 
\vhom  is  vested  the  power  of  enforcing  it, 
should  resort  to  measures  of  extreme  se- 
verity ;  but  as  government  cannot  inters 
fere  with  the  collectors,  in  no  ca^e  can 
these  arrears  be  ascribed  to  the  negligence 
of  office  ;  and  with  respect  to  the  com- 
ihissiohers,  they  are  certainly  intitled  ra- 
ther to  t)ur  thanks  for  their  gratuitous  ser* 
vices  and  zeal,  in  aid  of  the  efficient  col- 
lection of  the  taxes,  than  to  censure  for 
occasional  indulgence  to  parties,  who 
from  a  temporary  pressure,  may  be  some- 
Ivhat  in  arrear. 

The  hon.  gent,  has  correctly  stated, 
from  the  annual  printed  account,  that  the 
total  charge  for  the  cpllection  and  manage- 
ment of  the  revenue  is  2,800,000/.  but, 
according  to  what  calculation  he  assumes 
that  1,000,0(X)/.  might  be  saved  in  this 
charge  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.  It  is 
true  that  the  hon.  gent,  states  that  the 
^Tcvcmre  might  be  collected  at  the  rate  of 
three  per  cent,  instead  of  4/.  I2s,  9d.  the 


present  rate.  Here  again  we  have  no- 
thing but  the  bare  assertion  of  the  hon. 
gent.  Just  as  well  might  we  have  said 
two  per  cent,  or  even  any  lower  rate ;  in 
point  of  reason,  one  assertion  is  as  gooj 
as  the  other  ;  and  for  any  purpose  of  im- 
pression out  of  doors  (for  I  cannot  believe 
such  a  mode  of  argument  will  have  any 
weight  here,)  that  assertion  which  promises 
the  largest  saving  would  probably  best 
serve  the  hon.  gent.'s  views  of  reform.  The 
hon.  gent:  has  discovered,  however,  thai 
in  Scotland  the  rate  of  management  and 
collection  is  higher  than  in  England  ;  and 
he  at  once  concludes  that  the  difierenct 
grows  out  of  some  abuse.  In  this  he  be- 
trays his  total  ignorance  of  the  subject. 
How  can  he  suppose,  that  in  one  part  of 
the  country,  poor  and  thinly  peopled,  a 
small  revenue  can  be  collected  at  the 
«ame  rate  as  a  much  larger  sum  is  in  ano- 
ther part  of  the  country,  of  a  totally  dif* 
ferent  description  ?  Does  the  hon.  gent* 
suppose  that  the  rcvenoe  of  a  Welsh  county' 
or  a  Highland  district,  for  instance,  is  col- 
lected at  the  same  rate  as  that  of  Mid- 
dlesex ? 

I  cannot  quit  this  part  of  the  subject 
without  observing  that  the  hon.  gent, 
appears  altogether  to  forget,  thdt  this  sum 
of  l?,S00,0()0/.,  staled  to  be  the  charge 
for  the  management  of  the  revenue,  in- 
cludes many  services  and  expences  which 
do  not  belong  properly  to  the  mere  col- 
lection of  the  taxes.  '  For  instance,  the 
whole  establishment  and  expense  of  the 
post-office,  which  in  one  view  ought 
to  be  considered  rather  as  an  undertaking 
of  the  first  importance  to  the  comfort^  and 
interest  of  every  class  of  society,  paid  fot 
by  every  man  in  proportion  to  the  use 
and  advantage  he  derives  from  it,  and 
leaving  a  profit  to  the  state  by  which  it 
is  carried  on,  than  as  a  mere  tax;  with 
which,  as  such.  We  have  nothing  to  de 
but  to  impose  and  levy  it  ^t  Ae  cheapest 
rate  we  can.  In  the  customs,  too,  a  great 
part  of  the  establishment  is  framed,  and  of 
the  expense  inctrtred,  not  so  touch  for  the 
collection  of  revenue  as  for  the  enforce* 
ment  of  ouf  navigation  laws,  and  of  the 
system  of  our  colonial  trade.  This  is 
particularly  the  case  in  all  our  foreign 
settlements,  and  in  some  degree  at  h6me.. 
All  the  outgoings  ni  this  department, 
therefore,  are  not  to  be  charged  to  the  , 
expense  of  collecting  duties  undet  itk 
management. 

In  the  course  of  his  stateYnent  the  hcin. 
gent,  has  found  himself  called  Ufpon  twic* 
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to  compliment  the  system  of  economy  of 
the  late  ministers.  A  comparison  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  army,  during  the  year 
they  were  in  office  with  that  of  the  last 
year,  afforded  him  the  first  opportunity. 
In  making  this  comparison,  however,  the 
hon.  gent,  forgot  to  state,  that  with  the 
increase  of  expense,  the  total  number  of 
the  army  had  also  proportionably  increased, 
and  that  ihe  amount  of  force  employed  on 
foreign  service  was  much  greater  ;  so  that 
whatever  might  be  the  merit  of  economy 
in  a  preceding  administration,  the  present 
one  is  not  to  be  blamed  as  wanting  in 
this  respect,  unless  it  can  be  shewn  that  it 
was  unwise  to  augment  our  regular  army, 
and  impolitic  to  employ  a  considerable 
part  of  it  in  active  operations  against  the 
enemy.  The  other  instances,  however, 
the  hon.  gent,  thinks  conclusive.  During 
the  reign  of  these  economical  ministers, 
he  says  the  charge  of  management  and 
collection  was  only  4/.  85.  percent,  and  it 
is  now  4/.  1 2s.  9d,  an  increase  in  the  charge 
of  collection  to  the  amount  of  200,00()/. 
brought  on  by  the  profusion  of  the  present 
government  If  the  hon.  gent,  had  been 
better  informed  on  this  subject,  he  would 
have  been  obliged  to  admit  that  this  in- 
crease of  charge  was  owing  to  very  dif- 
JTerent  causes.  When  the  present  Board, 
of  Treasury  came  into  office,  they  found 
among  other  legacies  left  to  them  by  their 
predecessors,  a  very  detailed  Report  from 
the  Board  of  Excise  of  the  whole  of  their 
establishment.  By  this  document  it  ap- 
peared that  the  salaries  of  the  excise  offi- 
cers had  not  been  raised  for  a  great  num- 
ber of  years,  and  that  they  were  then 
totally  inadequate  to  their  support  The 
commissioners  of  excise  represented,  in 
the  most  forcible  terms,  the  absolute  ne* 
cessity  of  increasing  these  salaries,  as  the 
only  mean»  of  securing  tlie  revenue,  by 
placing  the  officers  above  corruption  ; 
and,  that,  if  the  augmentation  was  any 
longer  delayed,  a  general  System  of 
laxity,  and  a  dependance  on  the  parties 
whom  they  were  appointed  to  survey,  for 
loans  of  money,  or  assistance  of  some  de- 
scription, would  be  the  inevitable  result. 
With  this  representation,  in  which  the 
commissioners  who  made  it  had  no  per- 
sonal interest,  as  their  salaries  were  not 
raised— with  the  exaifiple  of  Ireland,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much  lately,  be- 
fore our  eyes,  with  a  revenue  of  20  mil- 
lions, and  a  system  of  collection,  hitherto 
remarkable  for  its  regularity  and  purity, 
at  8take>  and  with  such  a  forcible  appeal 


firom  the  officers  themselves  to  die  justice 
of  the  treasury,  could  we  he^iitate  in  ac- 
ceding to  the  proposed  augmentation  of 
their  salaries  ?  It  was'  granted,  and 
though,  upon  an  average,  it  did  not  ex- 
ceed 15/.  to  each  officer,  the  aggregate 
increase  of  charge  was  considerably  more 
than  100,000/.  a  year. 

Another  great,  but  unavoidable  augmen- 
tation in  the  charge  of  collection,  arises 
from  the  abolition  of  fees  in  the  customs. 
To  the  officers  who  have  hitherto  received 
their  remuneration  in  this  shape,  fixed  sa- 
laries are  now  allotted,  payable  out  of  the 
revenue.  The  apparent  increase  of  charge 
arising  from  this  alteration  is  very  con- 
siderable, while,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
officers  receive  less  now  than  they  did 
before  ;  and  though  this  is  not  an  oppor- 
tuni(;y  for  going  at  large  into  the  subject, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  to  the  house 
that  both  the  revenue  and  the  public 
have  received  great  benefit  and  accom- 
modation from  this  salutary  regulation. 

These  two  circumstances  of  an  increase 
of  salary  to  the  officers  of  excise,  and  of 
the  abolition  of  fees  in  the  customs,  would 
alone  ^account  for  an  augmentation  of 
charge  exceeding  200,000 T  per  annum; 
and  if  the  increase  of  charge  upon  the 
whole  collection  is  not  more  considerable 
within  these  last  two  years»  it  is  owing  to 
reforms  and  retrenchments  which  have 
been  made  in  oth^r  branches,  such  as  the 
reduction  of  poundage  in  the  office  of 
taxes,  and  the  abolition  of  certain  offices 
in  the  customs  and  other  branches,  the 
continuance  of  which  was  found  to  be  un- 
necessary. Two  other  savings  which  the 
hon.  gent  has  proposed,  remain  to  be 
shortly  noticed.  The  first  is  of  a  very  sin- 
gular description,  nothing  less  than  the 
abolition  of  the  board  of  auditors,  and  all 
commissions  for  examining  and  stating  the 
public  accounts  of  the  kingdom.  The 
hon.  gent.  pr9poses  that  this  service  should 
be  performed  by  Committees  of  this  ft^ose. 
Extravagant  as  this  idea  must  appear,  I 
cannot  give  the  hon.  gent,  credit  for  being 
the  first  to  suggest  it  1  have  seen  it  broaght 
forward  elsewhere,  but  as  it  appeared  to 
me,  not  so  much  with  a  view  to  any  prac- 
tical result,  as  with  a  design,  in  which  I 
am  sure  the  hon.  gent,  does  not  partake, 
of  calumniating  this  house.  In  the  hands 
of  others  it  has  been  used  as  a  pretence 
for  vilifying  the  members  of  this  houae, 
for  accusing,  them  of  indifference  to  the 
public  expenditure,  and  of  nedect  of  dotj 
as  the  trustees  of  the  people^  &i  not  look* 
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ing  into  their  accounts.  Such  imputa- 
tions, for  aught  I  know,  may  answer  the 
purposes  of  those  who  are  aiming  at  re- 
fbrmi  by  working  upon  the  passions  of  the 
people, and  the  prejudicesof  the  ignorant; 
but  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  not  one 
gentleman  in  this  house,  or  one  rational 
man  in  the  country*  the  hon.  gent,  except- 
ed, who  can  be  oi  opinion  that  the  public 
accounts  can  be  ellectually  examined  by 
committees  of  this  bouse.  The  necessary 
duties  which  are  already  imposed  upon 
members  of  parliament,  both  in  the  house 
and  in  its  committees,  are  of  themselves 
sufBcient  to  occupy  their  time.  But  I  do 
not  rest  my  objection  upon  this.  The  ex^ 
amination  of  long,  complicated,  and  intri- 
cate accounts,  involving  questions  respect- 
ing the  rates  of  exchange,  the  value  of 
foreign  money,  and  a  thousand  other  diffi- 
cult points,  is,  in  itself,  a  science  requiring 
the  uninterrupted  attention  of  the  auditors, 
and  of  able  accountants,  and  experienced 
clerks  under  them.  Could  we  expect  these 
qualifications  and  this  assiduity  in  commit- 
tees of  this  house  ? — Could  committees  ex- 
-  amine  parties  and  witnesses  upon  oath  and 
carry  on  a  most  extensive  correspondence 
with  them  in  all  quarters  of  the  world  ? 
This  examination  of  accounts  is,  of  all 
others,  the  service  which  a  fluctuating 
body  of  men  would  be  least  competent  to 
carry  on. .  Further — could  members  of 
this  house  be  divested  of  all  party-feeling, 
be  rendered  inaccessible  to  all  canvas  and 
solicitation  ?  for  such.  Sir,  ought  to  be,  and 
i  believe  is,  the  character  and  situation  of 
an  auditor.  In  his  functions  there  is  much 
which  partakes  of  the  judicial  character, 
and  his  official  tenure  is  the  same  as  that 
of  the  judge's.  In  short,  I  am  perfectly 
certain,  that  if  the  examination  of  the  pub- 
lic accounts  was  devolved  to  committees 
of  this  house,  they  would  either  undergo 
no  examination  at  all ;  or,  if  they  were 
looked  into,  it  would  only  be  such  a  for- 
mal examination  as  would  afford  a  cover  to 
fraud,  or  occasionally,  perhaps,  an  oppor- 
riity  of  gross  injustice  to  particular  indivi- 
duals, who  might  be  broujjht  before  us  as 
accountants.  The  hon.  gent,  has  described 
the  board  of  auditors  as  not  discharging 
their  duty.  In  this  he  is  mistaken.  The 
establishment  of  this  board  was  greatly 
enlarged  by  the  late  administraiion,  and 
it  is  whimsical  enough  that  the  hon.  gent, 
diould  almost  in  the  same  breath  praise 
them  for  this  exertion,  by  which  the  ex- 
pence  was  more  than  doubled  (not  impro- 
perly doubled,)  and  propose  fo  abolish  the 
Vol.  XIV. 


establishment  altogether.  The  fact  is,  that 
within  these  two  years,  a  great  many  of 
the  accounts  in  arrcar  have  been  audited^ 
and  that 'there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the 
whole  arrear  may  be  done  away  in  a  few 
years,  by  a  continuance  of  the  present  es- 
tablishment, subject  to  such  modiGcations 
as  .experience  may  suggest.  The  other 
saving  the  hon.  gent,  proposes  to  effect  is, 
by  doing  away  the  whole  of  the  charge 
now  stated  in  the  printed  accounts,  under 
the  head  of  Bounties,  amounting  to  upwards 
of  500,000/.  per  annum.  From  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  were  noticed  by  hon. 
eent.,  one  would  almost  conceive  that  he 
IS  disposed  to  represent  these  bounties  as 
largesses  or  gratuities  arbitrarily'  given, 
instead  of  being,  as  they  really  are,  draw- 
backs and  encouragements  to  our  manu- 
factures, and  some  of  our  most  essential 
branches  of  national  industry.  There  is 
not  a  shilling  paid  in  this  way,  except 
under  the  express  authority  of  some  act  of 
parliament,  or  which  coul  j  be  withdrawn^ 
without  involving  in  ruin  some  important 
establishment,  or  some  great  national  ob- 
jeo*. 

The  amount  of  our  public  taxes,  and  the 
mode  of  collecting  them,  having  been 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house  by  the  speech  of  the  hon.  gent,  1 
trust  I  shall  be  excused  for  taking  this 
opportunity  of  statins;  my  entire  concur- 
rence in  the  view  taken  of  our  situation 
in  this  respect,  as  stated  by  ajright  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Windham)  in  the  course  of 
the  present  session.  I  agree  with  him, 
that  great  as  is  the  amount  of  our  present 
taxes,  it  is  certainly  not  greater,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  means  of  the  country  to  bear 
the  burden,  than  in  any  former  war ;  whilst 
in  every  other  respect  our  situation  is  in- 
finitely more  satisfactory.  I  am  aware 
that  the  sum  levied  annually  upon  the 
people  of  this  country,  is  now  three  times 
as  great  as  it  was  in  the  year  1793;  and 
though  this  weight  of  taxation  is  severely 
felt  by  some  classes,  and  especially  by 
those  who  possess  only  unimprovable  fixed 
incomes,  a  circumstance  greatly  to  be  re- 
gretted, I  maintain  that,  upon  the  whole, 
the  present  generation  of  the  peqple  of 
England,  considered  as  a  nation,  have  more 
means  of  procuring  to  themselves  the  cn«^ 
jeyment  of  life  than  any  of  their  prede- 
cessors; that,  in  point  of  fact,  we  witness 
daily,  in  every  part  of  the  country,  a 
greater  degree  of  luxury,  and  a  greater 
share  of  comfort  than  arany  former  pe- 
riod ;  and  that  there  is  no  corner  of  the 
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kingdom  in  which,  so  far  fiom  there  exist- 
ing any  symptoms  of  deterioration  or  do* 
cay»  we  have  not  seen,  within  these  last 
twenty  years,  the  most  certain  indications 
of  improvement ;  an  improvement,  how- 
ever retarded  by  continued  war  and  in- 
creasing burthens,  still  progressive,  and 
adding  every  year,  nfioreor  less,  to  the  stock 
of  national  wealth  and  public  prosperity. 
The  actual  sum  levied  upon  the  people  of 
tliis  country,  in  proportion  to  the  popula- 
tion, is,  I  admit,  greater  than  any  other 
country  of  Europe;  but,  notwithstanding 
this  circumstance,  I  am  fully  convinced 
that  there  is  no  great  nation  on  the  con- 
tinent in  which  the  taxes  are  so  lightly 
felt,  and  collected  with  so  little  of  oppres- 
lion  and  vexation  as  in  this  country.  This 
observation  is  drawn  from  me,  not  by  any 
tbin^  that  has  been  said  by  the  hon.  gent., 
but  It  isr  certainly  not  altogether  foi^ei^n 
to  the  subject,  and  will  not,  I  trust,  be 
deemed  misplaced  by  the  house;  as  I  per- 
ceive, that  out  of  doors,  persons  professing 
to  be  the  zealous  co-operations  of  the  hon. 
gent,  in  schemes  of  parliamentary  reform, 
are  using  every  endeavour  to  inculcate  a 
belief  that  in  trance  at  least  the  taxes  are 
few  and  light,  and  collected  in  the  most 
gentle  and  lenient  manner.  Arc  those 
who  would  delude  and  deceive  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  by  such  statements, 
aware  that  in  France,  in  addition  to  that 
most  dreadful  of  all  taxes  and  all  oppres- 
sions, the  military  conscription,  and  to  a 
thousand  other  arbitrary  and  vexatious 
exactions,  personal  and  pecuniary,  the 
land-tax  alone  frequently  exceeds  one- 
half  of  the  rent;  that  in  France,  taxes  in 
arrcar  ire  levied  by  a  process  little  short 
of  military  execution;  by  the  quartering 
of  soldiers  upon  the  party  until  the  arrear 
is  discharged  ?  This  is  no  imaginary  pic- 
ture ;  it  is  no  other  than  a  faithful  descrip- 
tion of  what  takes  place  under  that  rule  of 
military  depotism,  and  what  would  too 
soon  be  imitaledj  perhaps  in  this  country, 
if  those  who  were  how  most  clamorous 
against  our  existing  institutions  could  per- 
suade the  people  of  England  to  adopt  their 
plans  of  reform,  and  incur  the  risks  and 
clangers  of  a  revolution. 

There  is  only  one  topic  more  on  which 
I  will  trouble  the  house  at  present.  The 
Bon.  gent,  has  reminded  us  of  the  declara- 
tion V)f  a  gallant  admiral  (Markham),  a 
ihember  of  this  house,  that  one-third  of  the 
whole  expcnce  of  the  navy  might  be  saved 
without  prejudice  to  the  service.  That 
expense  is  now  nineteen  millions,  and  if 


the  hon.  gent.,  upon  the  strength  of  tltfs 
assertion,  has  taken  credit  for  a  third  of 
this  sum,  it  will  certainly  be  of  main  as- 
sistance to  him  towards  effecting  his  pro* 
posed  saving  of  eleven  millions.  The  as- 
sertion, I  am  afraid,  was  made  in  this 
house.  Whether  it  was  drawn  from  the 
hon.  admiral  in  a  moment  of  irritation,  and 
when  he  was  off  his  guard,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  say ;  but  I  have  no  difficalty  in 
declaring  that  it  was  a  rash  and  incon« 
siderate  assertion,  and  one  which  coakl 
not  be  realized.  Since  it  was  made,  that 
gallant  admiral  has  been  in  office:  he  hat 
not  only  been  a  lord  of  the  admiralty,  bat 
what  is  called  the  managing  lord,  a  phrast 

fierfectly  well  understood  at  that  board, 
n  this  situation  he  must  have  been  anxi- 
ous, not  only  from  every  feeling  of  doty 
to  his  country,  but  from  the  most  power- 
ful personal  motives,  to  make  gcKxl  bis 
assertion,  and  to  establish  the  truth  and 
solidity  of  it,  by  his  own  practice  and  his 
own  retrenchments.  Further,  he  most 
have  been  goaded  to  it  every  day  and  al- 
most every  hour,  by  that  economical  ad- 
ministration which  nas  this  night  received 
the  praise  of  the  hon.  gent,  an  administra- 
tion uikder  which  the  gallant  admiral  serr- 
ed,  and  the  members  of  which  had,  in  a 
manner,  made  themselves  parties  to  this 
pledge,  not  less  by  their  boasted  professions 
of  economy,  than  by  the  cheers  of  appro- 
bation they  gave  to  the  original  assertion. 
Well,  Sir,  what  was  done  ?  Were  the  esti- 
mates of  the  navy  diminished  ?  Was  the 
sum  required  for  wages,  for  wear  and  tear, 
for  victualling,  less  than  under  the  hon. 
admiral's  predecessors  ?  In  fact,  was  the 
expense  lessened  at  ail,  or  in  any  material 
degree  ?  It  certainly  was  not,  and  the  hoo. 
admiral  must  have  found  his  mistake.  It 
would  be  preposterous  to  pretend,  that  in 
an  expenditure  of  nineteen  millions^  there 
exist  no  abuses  at  all ;  but  I  maintain,  that 
when  they  are  discovered,  they  are  cor- 
rected; that  there  is  no  wilful  waste 
countenanced  by  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments; that  there  is  as  much  vigilanctf 
and  as  much  anxiety  to  keep  down  ex- 
pense in  the  present  admiralty  as  there 
could  be  during  the  management  of  the 
hon.  admiral ;  and  that  many  beneficial 
regulations  have  lately  been  made  for  this 
purpose ;  but  that  no  such  saving,  as  was 
rashly  stated  by  him  to  be  practicable, 
can  be  effected ;  and  that  the  total  expence 
catfnot  be  materially,  if  at  all,  diminished^ 
as  long  as  the  war  compels  us  to  keep  up 
our  navy  to  its  -present  establishmmit.* 
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So  far,- therefore,  from  the  hon.  geDt/s 
statement  harin^  derived  any  real  support 
from  the  assertion  of  the  gallant  admiral, 
I  say  that  be,  as  l4:rust  the  house  and  the 
public  will,  ought  to  take  a  warning  from 
It,  to  mistrust  his  own  assertions;  and 
that  the  mischievous  use  which  has  been 
made  of  the  gallant  admiral's  statement 
and  authority  out  of  doors,  to  create  dis- 
content, ought  to  have  been  a  lesson  to 
the  hon.  gent  to  hesitate  before  he  came 
forward  here,  or  elsewhere,  with  similar 
assertions,  calculated  not  to  alleviate  any 
real  pressure,  but  to  add  to  the  irritation 
of  the  public,  not  to  improve  6ur  resources, 
but  to  increase  the  difficulties  and  hazards 
inseparable  from  a  protracted  war,  of  which 
no  man  can  foresee  the  issue,  or  determine 
the  duration. 

Mr.  R,  Ward  said,  the  assertion  of  the 
hon.  gent,  with  respect  to  the  canvas  being 
bad,  and  supplied  by  the  inspector,  was 
not  correct.  The  contractor  received  but 
1,400/.  per  annum ;  out  of  that  it  could 
not  be  supposed  the  person  could  amass  a 
fortune.  If,  however,  the  hon.  gent, 
would  come  to-morrow  and  prove  the 
statement  he  had  made  true,  the  Inspector 
should  be  turned  out. 

Mr.  PameiL  Before,  Sir,  I  make  any 
reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  member 
(Mr.  Huskisson),  I  feel  myself  called  upon 
to  assert,  that  a  charge  more  unfounded 
could  not  be  made  by  one  member  against 
another,  than  that  which  he  has  brought 
forward  against  the  hon.  member  behind 
me,  for  making  his  statement  on  the  last 
day  of  the  session.  I  appeal  to  every 
member  in  the  house,  whether  or  not  the 
bon.  member  was  not  compelled  to  do  so ; 
and  whether  it  was  possible  for  him  after 
the  threat  that  was  held  over  him  from  the 
moment  at  which  he  first  expressed  "his 
opinion  of  the  saving  that  might  be  made 
in  the  public  expenditure,  to  permit  the 
.session  to  close,  without  coming  down  to 
the  house  and  staling  the  grounds  of  that 
opinion.  The  hon.  member  has  said,  that 
the  hoa.  mover  has  made  a  statement  of 
mere  assertion,  and  that  he  could  just  as 
easily  have  proved  a  saving  of  a  million  as 
a  saving  of  500,000/.  whenever  he  had  said 
that  he  could  save  the  latter  sum.  This, 
Sir,  I  positively  deny;  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  member  was  replete  with  sound 
argument,  supported  by  indisputable  facts, 
and  corroborated  by  the  best  authorities ; 
nothing  was  advanced  in  it  which  the  hon. 
member  did  not  most  satisfactorily  sustain, 
and  it  was  very  evident  that,  when  the 


house  heard  this  statement,  a  great  degree 
of  surprise  was  excited,  in  consequence  of 
the  extent  of  proof  which  the  hon.  mem* 
ber  was  able  to  advance  in  support  of  his 
general  opinion.  In  what  the  hon.  mem- 
ber opposite  has  said,  respecting  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  last  year  being  greater 
than  the  expenditure  of  the  preceding 
year  by  seven  millions,  he  has  altogether 
misrepresented  the  hon.  member  and  me. 
He  made  no  such  absurd  position,  as  that 
of  saying,  that  because  the  expenditure 
had  increased  seven  millions,  therefore  a 
saving  might  be  effected  of  eleven.  lie 
referred  to  this  fact  merely  with  a  view  of 
shewing  that  grounds  existed  for  forming 
a  presumption  that  a  considerable  saving 
might  be  effected,  and  that  whatever  he 
advanced  in  the  detail  might  be  borne  out. 
But  how  does  the  hon.  member  account 
for  this  increased  expenditure  I  He  says 
that  a  million  and  a  half  of  it  was  paid  to 
the  East  India  Company,  and  to  make  out 
the  remainder,  he  says,  that  we  are  to  con- 
sider the  great  advance  which  has  taken 
place  in  prices !  Why,  Sir,  here  it  is  that 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  member  behind 
me  appears  in  its  full  force.  Why  has  so 
great  an  advance  in  price  taken  place  ?  Is 
it  in  consequence  of  any  improvident  mea- 
sure of  this  house  ?  I,  Sir,  maintiiin  that  it 
is — and  that  if  this  house  did  form  a  true 
representative  body  of  the  people,  giving 
full  effect  to  the  abilities  of  the  country, 
no  such  measure  could  have  taken  place  as 
the  Orders  in  Council,  which  is  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  this  great  advance  in  prices, 
and  most  particularly  so  on  all  articles  for 
the  navy,  the  purchase  of  which  forms  so 
considerable  an  item  in  the  public  expen- 
diture. When,  Sir,  I  come  to  consider  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  member  upon  the 
statement  which  has  been  made  to  the 
house,  I  cannot  avoid  remarking  how  very 
superficially  he  has  dwelt  upon  that  part 
of  it  which  relates  to  the  Army.  It  is  in 
this  department  where,  according  to  com- 
mon notoriety,  the  greatest  abuses  prevail ; 
and  in  the  general  management  of  which, 
a  greater  want  of  sound  principles  is  gene- 
rally conceived  to  exist  than  in  any  other 
department ;  and  though  the  hon.  member 
behind  me  has  made  out  items  on  which 
six  millions,  in  his  opinion,  might  be 
saved,  the  hon.  member  opposite  has  con- 
fined his  observations  to  two  of  them  only, 
the  Foreign  Corps  aiid  Fortifications.  Is 
the  house  to  conclude  from  this  that  the 
hon.  member  is  unable  to  meet  arguments 
and.authorities  advanced  upon  this  general 
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head  ?  I  think.  Sir,  it  has,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, a  right  to  do  so;  it  has  at  least  a 
right  to  irU'er  that  the  hon.  member  who 
has  proposed  this  saying,  has  not  done  so 
on  the  light  grounds  of  mere  assertion,  im- 
puted to  him  by  the  hou.  member. 

As  to  the  Foreign  Corps,  any  thiugthat 
has  been  said  on  this  head  was  founded 
upon  the  opinions  of  the  most  able  mili- 
tary and  constitutional  authorities.  The  ar- 
gument of  the  hon.  member,  that  700,0CX)/. 
the  whole  estimate  for  Fortifications, 
might  as  well  be  taken  off  as  500,QOO/.  is 
founded  in  a  'misconception  of  what  was 
said  on  the  subject.  Five  hundred  thou- 
•and  pounds  was  proposed  to  be  taken  ofi) 
on  the  principle  that  no  new  Fortifications 
should  be  built;  a  principle  which  the 
hon.  member  admits  to  be  sanctioned  by 
the  highest  authority,  and  it.  is  intended 
to  leave  200,000/.  per  annum  to  maintain 
those  which  have  been  constructed  in  re- 
pair.' Under  the  head  of  Charges  of  ]V|Ia- 
nagement,  the  hon.  member  has  attempted 
to  shew  an  error  in  calculation  on  the 
part  of  the  hon.  member  behind  me.  He 
has  denied  that  a  diminished  rate  of  ma- 
nagement of  \h  V2s,  6d.  per  cent,  would 
afl^rd  a  saving  of  a  million  a  year;  and 
he  seemed  to  rejoice  extremely  at  the  dis- 
covery which  he  had  made.  But  the 
hon.  member  is  himself  grossly  in  error. 
He  has  calculated  the  saving*  upon  the 
amount  of  the  charges  for  management  of 
2,800,000/.  and  not  upon  the  amount  ofthe 
gross  receipt  ofthe  revenue  of  tt4-,000,000/. 
on  which  he  ought  to  have  calculated  it, 
and  which  calculation  would  have  shewn 
him  that  the  saving  would  exceed  a  mil- 
lion. As  to  what  the  hon.  member  has 
taid  of  the  impracticability  of  reducing 
the  rate  of  the  charges  of  collecting  the 
revenue  lower  than  it  is  now,  I,  Sir,  can 
never  accede  to  that  doctrine ;  to  pay 
near  three  millions  a  year  for  the  business 
©f  collection,  is  to  pay  a  most  enormous 
•um,  and  a  fact,  that  on  the  face  of  it 
proves  an  alteration  of  system  to  be  abso- 
lutely necessary.  The  whole  of  the  ex- 
cise revenue  is  collected  at  little  more 
than  2  per  cent.  Why,  therefore,  3  per 
cent,  should  be  too  low  a  rate  upon  the 
whole  revenue,  it  not  easy  to  understand, 
unless  that  the  other  departments,  being 
of  longer  standing,  were  more  encumber- 
ed with  sinecure  offices,  pensions  and  es- 
tablished habits  of  wasteful  expenditure. 
In  regard  to  the  charge  of  collecting  the 
revenue  in  Ireland,  the  hon.  member  ha<l 
said  Qothing.    It  was  proposed  to  reduce 


the  rate  from  11/.  12«.  dd,  per  cent-  to 
i/.  12^.  6d.  the  rate  at  which  the  English 
revenue  is  now  collected,  and  this  would 
effect  a  saving  of  388.000/.  No  one.  Sir, 
I  believe,  can  deny  that  there  exists  good 
ground  for  effecting  this  saving.  I  am 
sure  that  I  know  of  no  reason  arising  firom 
local  circumstances,  why  this  rate  of 
4/.  12*.  6d.  should  not  be  fully  sufficient; 
and  if  proper  measures  were  adopted,  I 
feel  quite  confident  that  it  would  prove  to 
be  so.  The  saving  which  had  been  pro- 
posed to  be  made  by  taking  away  the 
bounties  on  promoting  and  encouraging 
trade  and  manufiaictures,  cannot  be  dis- 
puted by  any  one  who  Torms  his  opinioB 
on  the  subject,  upon  the  established  prin- 
ciples of  political  economy ;  and  the  non. 
member  not  having  objected  to  the  amount 
which  has  been  set  down,  in  consequence 
of  some  of  these  bounties  being  rather  of 
the  nature  of  drawbacks  of  duty,  than  di- 
rect bounties  for  the  mere  encouragement 
of  trade,  as  I  had  in  some  part  conceived 
them  to  be,  there  is  good  ground  to  infer 
that  a  saving  to  that  amount  may  be  ef- 
cted.  In  speaking  of  the  commissioners 
for  auditing  the  public  accounts,  and  in- 
quiring into  financial  abuses,  what  the 
honourable  member  behind  me  said, 
has  been  wholly  misunderstood.  He 
said  that  he  found  these  several  boards 
cost  the  public  80,000/.  per  annum,  and 
that  the  progress  made  by  them  in  audit- 
ing the  accounts,  and  detecting  abuses, 
was  very  slow  and  inadequate  to  such  an 
expenditure,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to 
appoint  select  Committees  of  this  houae  t« 
do  that  business,  having  one  board  of  au- 
ditors to  transact  the  business  of  each  cur- 
rent year.  If  I  understood  the  hon.  mem- 
ber correctly,  he  proposed  this  plan  with 
a  view  of  ascertaining,  in  the  most  expe- 
ditious manner,  what  part  of  the  six  or 
seven  hundred  millions,  that  are  now  un- 
accounted for,  is  bona  fide  due  to  the  pub- 
lic, in  order  that  it  might  be  recovcred» 
before  a  long  lapse  of  time,  or  accidents, 
might  intervene  to  deprive  the  public  of 
all  chance  of  recovering  what  was  justly 
due  to  them.  U  appears  as  if  this  work 
of  passing  such  an  immense  magnitude  of 
accounts  could  never  be  performed  under 
the  strict  ruies  which  bind  the  auditors 
and  therefore  it  is  better  to  place  the  busi- 
ness in  the  hands  of  those  who  will  be 
equally  well  calculated  to  do  justice  to 
the  public,  and  at  the  same  time  possets 
great  advantages  in  transacting  the  busi- 
ness with  expedition.    It  is  stniBge  to  act 
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upon  a  system,  as  one  of  economy,  which 
at  the  outset,  imposed  on  the  public  a  new 
expense  of  80,000/.  per  annum.  It  is,  in 
fact,  a  system  which  will  couQteract  any 
good  that  might  be  derived  from  it ;  and 
one  that  is  likely  to  end  in  adding  consi- 
derably to  the  burdens  of  the  people,  in- 
stead of  producing  the  intended  enect  of 
diminishing  them.  The  hon.  member  has 
misunderstood  what  has  been  said  in  re- 
spect to  Newfoundland  :  it  was  not  intend- 
ed to  take  credit  for  a  saving  of  a  million 
on  this  head.  The  hon.  member,  who 
made  the  statement*  has  taken  credit  for 
500,000/.  as  a  sum  that  might  be  saved, 
if  the  British  colonies  were  so  managed, 
that  each  should  defray  nearly  all  the  ex- 
pense l)e1onging  to  its  own  defence.  He 
ftated  the  great  value  of  the  fisheries  of 
Cape  Breton  and  Newfoundland,  in  order 
to  shew,  that  if  due  attention  was  paid  to 
them,  the  hihabitants  of  those  colonies 
might  be  enabled  to  defray  all  the  ex- 
penses of  them,  and  cease  to  be  burthen- 
some  to  this  country.  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the 
opinion  which  the  hon.  member  behind 
me  entertains  respecting  the  military  ex- 
penditure of  Ireland,  in  this  I  most  fully 
concur  with  him,  and  am  desirous  to  bear 
with  him  equal  responsibility  for  the  ac- 
curacy of  it ;  for  I  defy  any  one  to  shew 
that  this  greatly  increased  expenditure, 
from  400,000/.  in  the  American  war  to 
two  millions  in  1799,  and  to  near  five  mil- 
lions in  1809,  can  be  accounted  for  by  any 
other  means  than  by  the  impolitic  resist- 
ance which  is  made  to  the  cotistitutional 
claims  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  It  is  no- 
torious to  every  one,  that  the  object  of 
that  expenditure  is  in  a  great  degree  to 
keep  the  people  in  subjection,  and  that  so 
large  an  army  would  not  be  wanting,  if 
no  such  object  existed.  1  have  therefore 
a  right  to  say,  that  if  a  wiser  policy  was 
adopted  in  governing  Ireland,  a  great  por- 
tion of  this  expenditure  might  be  saved, 
and  an  additional  security  obtained  for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  against  inva- 
•ion,  in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  the 
whole  people  of  Ireland.  The  people  of 
this  country  are  greatly  mi^^taken,  if  they 
■  conceive  that  this  part  of  the  public  ex- 
penditure is  of  no  concern  to  fhem.  They 
pay  of  it,  by  the  articles  of  the  Union,  no 
less  than  15  parts  out  of  17;  and  they 
should  be  more  on  their  guard,  therefore, 
how  they  lend  themselves  to  the  designs 
of  those  who  create  alarms  by  talking  of 
the  terrors  of  popery.  They  should  con- 
fii Jer  that  they  impose  upon  themselves  a 


charge  pf  no  less  than  two  millions  a  year 
by  refusing  to  their  Catholic  fellow  sub- 
jects their  just  and  ^constitutional  rights. 

I  must  here.  Sir.  remark  upon  another 
point  on  which  the  hon.  member  opposite 
has  greatly  mistaken  the  statement  of  th( 
hon.  member  behind  me.  He  has  argued 
as  if  he  took  credit  for  a  great  saving  to  be 
effected  in  the  naval  department,  in  order 
to  make  out  a  total  saving  of  eleven  mil- 
lions. He  has  done  no  such  thing.  The 
savings  which  he  has  calculated  upon  are 
— in  the  army,  6,182,000/. — Management 
of  the  revenue,  1,1 10,000/. — Commissions 
of  accounts  and  inquiry,  75,000/. — Pen- 
sions,    300,000/.-^Colonie8,    500,000/. 

Bounties,  150,000/. — Allowance  on  ma- 
nagement of  debt,  210,000/.— The  roili- 
tary  expenditure  of  Ireland,  2,000,000/.— 
making  10,857,000/.  The  savings  which- 
might  be  effected  in  the  navy  depart- 
ments will  amply  make  good  what  this 
sum  wants  of  eleven  millions  ;  and  it  will 
also  cover  any  errors  that  may  have  been 
made  in  takmg  the  savings  m  the  other 
departments  so  high  as  10,857,000/.  I 
have  felt  it  due.  Sir,  to  the  hon.  member^ 
behind  me,  to  make  these  observations  in 
explanation  and  support  of  what  he  has 
said.  The  hon.  member  has  undertaken 
a  task  of  great  responsibility,  and  one  at- 
tended with  great  labour,  with  a  view  to 
promote  a  pnblic  object — his  exertion?, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  has  made  out 
the  grounds  of  his  opinion,  entitle  him  to 
the  thanks  of  this  house  and  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  as  1,  Sir,  think  that  the  investiga- 
tion which  he  has  set  on  foot  into  every 
branch  of  the  public  expenditure  will  be 
attended  with  the  best  possible  effects,  I 
hare  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  what  support 
it  has  lain  in  my  power  to  give  him. 

Mr.  Ro^c  said,  that  as  to  the  bounties, 
he  could  take  upon  himself  to  say,  that  no 
considerable  saving  could  be  made  in  this 
point.  In  fact,  the  greater  part  of  the 
bounties  were  merely  drawbacks;  and  if 
the  plan  of  the  hon.  gent,  were  adopted 
in  thus  taking  away  these  bounties,  there 
would  be  at  least  30,000  weavers  in  Spital- 
. fields  turned  out  of  employment  the  first 
fortnight.  Most  of  the  bounties  were 
merely  drawbacks  of  duty  on  our  manu- 
factures upon  exportation.  There  was  no 
subject  which  he  had  considered  with 
greater  attention  than  this  of  bounties ;  he  - 
had  cone  over  the  subject  again  and  again'; 
and  if  it  had  appeared  to  him  that  any  of 
them  could  have  been  taken  off  without 
doing  an  injury  to  the  public,  bt  certainly 
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ihould  have  proposed  it  at  times»  in  which 
thQ  administration  to  which  he  belonged 
were  at  a  loss  to  know  what  new  taxes  to 
fix  upon.  It  could  certainly  be  no  object 
to  the  goyenunent  to  continue  unnecessary 
bauDties. 

Mr.  Lockhart  said,  that  instead  of  there 
being  too  many  officers  employed  in  the 
custom-house,  there  was  a  pretty  general 
complaint  among  the  merchants  that  there 
were  too  few  for  the  great  weight  of  busi- 
ness that  is  now  going  on. 

Mr.  H,  Thomion  took  notice  of  the  steps 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  Committee 
of  Finance,  to  reform  many  abuses  of  which 
the  hon.  sent,  had  complained.  As  to  the 
Pension  List,  he  certainly  wished  it  was 
jUBdaller,  but  there  were  many  parts  of  it 
which  no  man  would  wish  to  reduce. 
There  were  pensions  to  the  amount'  of 
3^5,000/.  annually  to  the  royal  family,  and 
about  70,000/.  annually  to  the  proprietors 
of  Irish  boroughs,  as  compensation  under 
the  act  of  Union.  There  were  also  pen- 
sions very  properly  given  to  many  meri- 
torious servants  of  the  crown.  It  did  not 
appear  to  him  that  out  of  the  whole  pen- 
sion list  there  was  more  than  400,000/.  per 
annum,  on  which  the  proposed  reduction 
could  have  any  operation. 

Mr.  Wavdk  said,  that  he  had  never  in- 
tended to  institute  any  comparison  between 
the  modes  of  collecting  the  revenue  in  thb 
country  and  in  France,  As  to  what  he 
had  stated  about  the  inspector  of  canvas, 
jie  would  be  ready  at  all  events  to  shew, 
that  he  had  strong  grounds  for  the  state- 
ment that  he  had  made. 

The  several  Motions  were  then  read. 
Mr*  Huskisson  objected  to  some  of  them, 
as  being  stated  in  such  ja  way  as  to  render 
it  impossible  to  comply  with  them,  and 
suggested,  that  the  best  plan  would  be  to 
leave  it  to  ministers  to  make  op  the  ac- 
counts according  to  the  scope  or  the  mo- 
tions, in  the  best  manner  they  could  ;  and 
if  the  Returns  were  not  satisfactory  the 
hon.  gent,  might  renew  his  motions  next 
session.  Mr.  Wardle  assented  to  this,  and 
all  the  motions  were  agr«ed  to. 

HOUSB    OF   COIfMONS. 

Tutsd&yy  June  20. 

[FiMANCE  Rrsolutions.]  After  moving 
for  resuming}  the  adjourned  debate  on  the 
jirst  Resolution, 

Mr.  Nicholas  VansUlart  spoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : 

Mr.  Speaker;    I  feel  myscif  bound  in 


tfie  first  place  to  acknowledge  the  candoir 
and  liberality  of  the  Gentlemen  opposite, 
by  whom  I  have  been  furnished  with  every 
official  assistance  which  could  diminish 
the  trouble  of  preparing  the  Resolutions 
which  I  am  about  to  submit  to  the  house, 
or  render  them  more  correct  and  perfect. 

This  is  not  only  a  great  satisfaction  to 
me,  for  many  obvious  reasons,  but  especi- 
ally so,  because  it  will  spare  the  House 
the  trouble  of  any  minute  investigation  of 
the  details  of  the  Accounts,  which  would 
be  not  only  irksome  and  tedious  in  itself, 
but  might  divert  their  attention  from  those 
principal  points  to  which  I  wish  their  con- 
sideration to  be  directed. 

Whether  those  Gentlemen  may  concur 
with  me  or  not,  in  the  inferences  which  I 
may  draw  from  the  facts  I  shall  bring  for- 
ward, no  dispute  can  arise  on  the  accoracy 
of  the  facts  themselves. 

I  have,  however,  still  greater  satisfactisn 
in  believing,  from  intimations  which  have 
been  given  me,  that  the  ChaDcellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  disposed  to  concur  in  the 
whole  of  the  Resolutions  which  I  shall 
propose. 

This  will  not  only  finable  me  to  abridge 
the  statement  into  which  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  enter  ;  but  is  much  more  important,  as 
affordinff  a  presumption  that,*  however  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  nnay  have 
departed  in  the  arrangements  of  tne  pre- 
sent year,  from  those  principles  which  I 
think  wise  and  salutary  in  Finance  ;  be 
has  done  so  under  the  real  or  supposed 
pressure  of  some  occasional  circumstances, 
and  not  from  any  fixed  or  systematic  dii^ 
ference  of  opinion. 

At  the  time  that  in  stating  the  FljaaxKie 
arrangements  of  the, year,  he  disclosed  ht$ 
intention  of  charging  the  greatest  part  <S 
the  Loan  on  the  War  Taxes,  I  felt  and  in* 
timalcti,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  me 
to  acquiesce  in  such  an  arrangement,  with- 
out remonstrance.  On  some  occasions, 
when  the  subject  might  have  been  proper- 
ly discussed,  I  was  prevented,  by  private 
circumstances,  from  attending;  but^  I  also 
felt,  that  considerable  advantages  would 
attend  the  mode  of  proceeding  now  adopt- 
ed. If  I  had  imposed  the  Bill  (or  charg- 
ing the  War  Taxes,  with  much  more  elo- 
quence and  ability  than  belong  to  me,  it 
might  have  %eQn  difficult  for  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman,  even  if  he  had  seen 
the  force  of  my  reasons^  to  have  agreed  lo 
my  conclusion.  After  having  iniiioated 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  deli- 
berately proposed  in  his  Budget^  that  no 
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new  taxe»  should  be  brought  forward  for 
the  service  of  the  3rear;  he  might  not 
easily  have  persaaded  the  Country  to  Ac- 
quiesce in  the  imposition  of  taxes,  which 
might  be  foond  burdensome ;  and,  which 
his  proposed  measures  had  shewn  to  have 
been  in  his  opinion,  unnecessary  and  inex- 
pedient. Nor  (^ould  I  overlook  the  objections 
which  must  occur  to  a  great  prolongation  of 
the  sitting  of  Parliament,  which  might  pro- 
bably have  been  the  consequence  of  such 
^  change  of  system.  But,  I  hoped,  that  by 
adopting  the  present  mcrde  of  proceeding, 
and  entering  upon  a  discussion  not  imme- 
diately connected  with  any  practical  mea- 
sure, but  rather  in  the  nature  of  an  histo- 
rical review  of  measures  already  past, 
though  recent ;  we  should  reason  with 
cooler  minds,  and  be  much  more  likely  to 
agree  in  a  result  which  might  at  least  pre- 
vent the  repetition  of  any  injurious  prac- 
tice, if  not  lead  to  the  immediate  remedy 
of  mischiefs  already  eflccted.' 

On  another  ground,  I  thought  the  oppor- 
tunity peculiarly  favouiable  for  the  pro- 
ceeding I  now  propose.  It  is  now  three 
years  since  the  House  has  been  called  upon 
to  take  that  review  of  the  Finance  and 
Commerce  of  the  Country,  which,  for  a 
cbnsideratle  period  pre  reding,  had  been 
almost  an  annual  custom  ;  and  it  has  hap- 
pened that  those  three  years  have  been 
marked  by  circumstances  which  render 
such  a  review  particularly  interesting. 

All  the  efforts  of  our  enemy  have  ouring 
this  period  been  directed,  with  greater  vio- 
lence and  pertinacity  than  ever,  and  with  a 
rast  accession  of  power,to  the  destruction  of 
the  British  Commerce,  and  with  k  of  our  re- 
sources and  means  of  resistance.  In  ad- 
ifition  to  that  exclusion  from  the  Continent, 
which  the  united  powers  of  France  and 
Russia  seemed  to  render  almost  total  and 
abso^ute,  we  have  also  found  ourselves,  in 
a  great  degree,  excluded  from  the  Western 
nemisphere  by  the  American  Embargo, 
a  measure,  which,  however  professedly 
grounded  on  defensive  principles,  had 
with  respect  to  our  trade  the  ^flect  of  di- 
rect hostility ;  aud  which  not  only  de- 
prived us  of  a  principal  branch  of  our 
direct  trade,  but  suddenly  cut  oflT  great 
part  of  the  means  of  indirect  communica- 
tion with  other  countries  which  we  before 
possessed. 

Under  circumstances  so  unfavourable, 
it  will  bt  a  matter  of  surprise  as  well  as 
congratulation,  that  our  Commerce  should 
not  have  sufibred  in  a  greater  degree  than 
appears  to  have  been  the  case. 


Mt.VansitiarfiFitutmx  lUiohaions.  [1134> 

With  this  part  of  the  ftubjett,  I  shall 
begin  the  Statement  of  the  Resolutions  I 
am  about  to  propose ;  rtot,  however,  mean- 
ing to  trouble  the  House  with  a  detail  of 
figures,  which  will  be  best  examined  at 
leisure,  but  to  point  out  a  few  of  the  most 
striking  and  important  circumstances. 

I  have,  in  general,  adhered  to  the  form 
of  the  Resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  House 
in  1806  ;  not  that  I  think  it  in  all  respects 
the  best,  but,  because  it  has  been  sanction- 
ed by  practice,  and  will  be  most  conve- 
nient for  comparison  with  former  year^, 
I  have,  however,  introduced  two  consi- 
derable additions.  First,  I  have  attempted 
a  statement  of  the  Finance  and  Commerce 
of  Ireland,  which  has  hitherto  been  Want- 
ing, but  appears  to  me  necessary  to  com- 
plete our  view  of  the  situation  of  the  Uril- 
ted  Kmgdom ;  and  I  have  endeavoured  to 
form  a  general  retrospective  Estimate  of 
the  Expences  of  the  whole  war,  and  the 
means  by  which  they  have  been  defrayed^ 
the  purpose  of  which  Estimate  I  shall  pre- 
sently explain. 

Beginning  as  I  proposed,  with  the  state' 
of  Trade,  I  observe,  that  the  Official  Value 
of  all  Imports  into  Great  Britain  in  the 
year  1802  was  31,44^,318/.,  and  in  the 
year  1808,  27,180,025/.  shevping  a  di- 
minution of  about  4,300,000/.:  but  it  must 
be  recollected  that  the  year  1802  was  a 
year  of  peace,  and  marked  by  an  Extent 
of  trade,  which  no  other  year,  either  pre- 
vious or  subsequent,  has  ever  equalled. 
An  average  of  6  years  presents  a  more  fa- 
vourable view.  On  art  average  of  6  years, 
ending  with  1802,  the  Imports  of  Great 
Britain  were  28,41 9,0dff/,  and  on  a  like 
average  ending  with  1808,  28,735,8(52/., 
shewing  not  a  diminution  but  an  actual, 
though  small,  increase  in  the  latter  period. 
The  Official  Value  of  British  Manufactures 
Exported  in  1802,  was  2(5,9^3,129/.,  and 
in  I80H,  26,61)2,288/.;  so  that  all  the 
mighty  efforts  directed  against  our  Com- 
merce, might,  in  this  view,  be  considered 
as  nearly  unavailing.  But  upon  a  compa* 
rison  of  real  values  they  will  appear  to 
have  produced  some  effect;  though  an 
effect  greatly  disproportionate  to  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  means  employed,  and  to  the 
privations  and  sacrifices,  which  their  em- 
ployment has  inflicted  on  the  subjects,  and 
allies  of  our  enemies.  The  real  value  of 
British  Manufactures  exported  in  1802, 
was  about  48, 500,0( )()/.,  and  in  1808  some- 
what less  than  41,000,000/.,  being  a  dimi- 
nution of  about  seven  millions  and  ^  half: 
Yet,  therie  is  reason  to  believe,  that  upon  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1135]  PARL.  DEBATES,  June  20,  180d.— i)/r.  ycmsUiari^s  Finance  Eesobaiaiu,  [1156 


comparison  of  two  periods  of  six  years, 
the  export  of  our  Manufactures  hap  con- 
siderably increated,  for  the  Official  Value 
of  British  Manufactures  exported  on 
an  average  of  six  years,  ending  with  1 802, 
was  something  short  of  23,000,000/.,  and  in 
a  like  average  ending  1 808,  somewhat  ex- 
ceeded 25,000,000/. 

In  the  exclusion  of  our  Colonial  Pro- 
duce, the  enemy  appears  to  have  been 
more  successful,  for  the  Official  value  of 
Foreign  Merchandise  exported  from  Great 
Britain  in  1802,  was  U,418,837/.  and  in 
1808,  7,3y8,{J03/.  Comparing  the  two 
periods,  as  before,  the  diminution,  though 
smaller,  is  still  considerable ;  on  an  aver- 
age of  six  years,  ending  1802,  the  export 
of  Foreign  Merchandise  was  in  Official 
Value  about  11,650,000/.  and  in  an  aver- 
age of  three  years,  ending  1808,  about 
8>30,000/.  and  in  this  case,  the  Real 
Values  do  not  very  materially  differ  from 
the  Official. 

And  here  it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure, 
that  I  turn  to  the  Irish  part  of  the  account, 
and  find  the  Commerce  of  that  important 
and  interesting  part  of  the  Empire  in  a 
state  of  projjressivc  improvement. 

The  Official  Value  of  all  Imports  into 
Ireland,  in  the  year  1802,  was  6,687,7  J.)/. 
Irish  Currency,  and  in  1808,  7,129,507/. ; 
The  Official  Value  of  Irish  Produce,  and 
Manufactures  exported  in  1802,  was 
|.,876,070/.,  and  in  1808,  5,696,897/. 

The  increase  of  Real  Value  was  still 
much  greater :  In  1 802  it  was  about 
8,300,000/,, and  in  1808  above  12,500,000/.; 
being  an  increase  of  more  than  one  third 
in  the  course  of  six  years  of  a  burdensome 
and  expensive  War.  I  roust  here  observe, 
that  it  had  been  my  wish  to  frame  these 
Resolutions  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  a 
view  of  the  Trade  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  intirely  distinct  from  the 
Foreign  Trade  of  the  Empire ;  but,  that 
the  present  state  of  the  Accounts  upon 
your  table  has  not  enabled  me  to  do  8/». 
I  hope,  however,  early  in  the  next  Session 
to  move  for  such  Accounts  as  will  remove 
this  difficulty  in  future. 

The  next  part  of  the  Resolutions  to 
which  I  mean  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
House,  is  that  which  respects  the  Unfund- 
ed Debt,  reserving  some  remarks  on  the 
State  of  the  Funded  Debt,  as  connected 
with  other  considerations. 

The  amount  of  Unfunded  Debt  in  Ex- 
chequer Bills,  unprovided  for,  which  on 
the  5th  of  January  1803  amounted  to 
9,800,000/.,  has  been  to  much  encreased 


by  soccessire  Issues/that  at  the  close  of  the 
preseq^  year  it  will  amount  to  27,000,000/. 
Large  as  this  sum  may  appear,  and  bur- 
densome as  it  might  prove  in  case  of  any 
depression  of  public  credit,  I  am  by  do 
means  disposed  to  complain  of  its  amount 
It  seems  to  me  justified  by  the  present 
abundance  of  capital  in  the  country,  and 
the  high  credit  of  public  securities,  which 
have  lately  enabled  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Excheouer  to  reduce  the  rate  of  Interest 
on  Exchequer  Bills,  a  circumstance  highly 
satisfactory,  and  on  which  I  sincerely  coo* 
gratulate  him  and  the  Public.  But  the 
point  of  view  in  which  I  now  wish  to  bring 
this  great  increase  of  Exchequer  BiiL<i 
under  the  notice  of  the  House,  is  that  of 
its  being  in  operation  and  eflect,  an  evasion 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1792. 

It  was  unquestionably  the  intention  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  iir  proposing  that  Act,  and  of 
Parliament  in  sanctioning  it,  that  every 
augmentation  of  public  debt  (except  anti- 
cipations to  be  repaid  in  a  short  time) 
should  carry  wiih  it  from  the  peood  of 
its  being  first  incurred  the  means  of  its 
own  ultimate  redemption.  But  as  Ex- 
chequer Biils  were  then  considered  in  the 
light  of  mere  temporary  anticipations,  the 
Act  was  not  extended  to  them,  but  applied 
to  the  Funded  Debt  only. 

It  has,  however,  been  found  convenienf, 
in  the  course  of  the  late  and  the  present 
war,  to  raise  large  sums  on  that  species  of 
security  without  any  effectual  proTiston 
for  then'  repayment,  but  with  a  view  of 
keeping  them  afloat  by  annual  renewals 
till  the  return  of  Peace,  or  some  other 
opportunity  of  funding  them  on  favour- 
able terms.  I  am  willing  to  admit  that 
this  proceeding,  if  managed  with  caution 
and  discretion,  may  be  found  ultimately 
oeconomical,  and  in  the  case  of  the  late 
advances  from  the  Bank  without  interest 
it  was  undoubtedly  the  duty  of  the  Ri^t 
Honourable  Gentlemen  to  avail  himself  of 
so  favourable  an  arrangement ;  which  we 
owe  to  the  talents  and  assiduity  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance., 

In  consequence,  however,  of  this  onode 
of  proceeding,  large  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  permanent  debt,  which  have 
continued  for  many  years  without  any 
provision  for  thpir  redemption.  As  an 
example,  I  may  mention  ihe  advance  firom 
the  Bank  in  1798,  and  that  in  ISOO,  on 
the  renewal  of  the  Charter,  although  these 
are  by  no  means  the  earliest  instances. 
I  impute  no  blame  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able Gentleman  for  this   omission  with 
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respect  to  the  additions  which  he  has  made, 
and  which  will  in  the  last  and  the  present 

J  rear  amount  to  no  less  than  eight  millions, 
le  has  only  followed  the  example  of  all 
his  predecessors,  and  of  Mr.  Pitt  himself. 
But  I  think  it  high  time  to  apply  a  remedy 
to  this  evil ;  and  for  that  purpose  I  beg 
leave  to  suggest  to  him  and  to  the  House 
two  modes  of  proceeding,  for  their  con- 
sideration previously  to  the  next  session. 
-  The  first  would  be  by  insertion  in  every 
Act  for  raising  money  on  Exchequer  Bills, 
unless  charged  upon  a  fund  capable  oF 
cflectually  repaying  them  within  three 
years,  a  clause  appropriating  an  anncral 
payment  of  one  per  cent,  on  their  amount 
from  the  Consolidated  Fund  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  Reduction  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt.  The  other  (and  I  think  the 
simpler  and  more  convenient)  course  would 
be,  to  vote  annually  in  the  Committee  of 
Supply  an  additional  sum  to  be  applied 
by  those  Commissioners  eaual  at  least  to 
one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  all  Exche- 
quer Bills  outstanding  and  unprovided  for 
on  the  5th  of  January  proceeding.  In 
either  case  doubts  might  sometimes  occur 
as  to  the  particular  sums  to  which  the  re- 
gulation would  apply,  but  they  would  be 
of  no  consequence,  if  the  House  concur 
with  me  in  thinking  it  would  be  safe  and 
wise  to  give  such  a  regulation  th^  most 
'  liberal  interpretation. 
^  I  shall  not  trouble  the  House  by  refer- 

'  ring  to  any  other  Resolution,  till  we  come 
'  to  that  which  respects  the  Expenditure  of 
'  the  present  year ;  and  it  cannot  but  excite 
anxiety  and  alarm  to  observe  that  the  Ex- 
'  pences  to  be  provided  for  by  Great  Britain, 
I  exclusively  of  Ireland,  exceed  eighty-three 
Inilllons.  Enormous  as  this  sum  must  ap- 
'  pear,  I  believe  the  Funds  provided  for  its 
'  payment  will  prove  sufficient ;  and  1  am 
'        not  disposed  at  this  time  to  question  the 

tropriety  of  services,  to  which  Parliament 
as  recently  given  its  approbation.  I 
wish  not  to  starve  any  service,  nor  to 
check  any  judicious  exertion  of  our  forces, 
bat  to  warn  the  House  that,  in  the  too  pro- 
bable event  of  a  long  continuance  of  the 
contest,  though  we  may  repel  hostility  and 
^fy  invasion,  the  growing  amomit  of  our 
expences  may  exhaust  our  means,  and  lay 
us  at  the  mercy  of  the  Enemy. 

To  one  article  only  of  those  expences 
I  I  am  at  paesent  disposed  to  advert,  and  that 
i  Ibr  the  purpose  of  doing  justice  to  the 
I  Gentlemen  opposite  to  me.  It  is  that  of 
I  tbe  Charges  of  Management  of  the  Re- 
Tcnue,  on  the  iacreaoe  of  which  remarks 
Vol,  XIV. 


have  lately  been  made.  I  believe  a  consi- 
derable part  of  this  increase  to  arise  from 
the  abolition  of  Fees  and  increase  of  Sata* 
ries  in  the  Department  of  the  Customs, 
which  is  in  my  opinion  not  only  a  wise  but 
a  truly  oeconomical  regulation  ;  though  it 
occasions  an  apparent  increase  of  expence; 
by  bringing  into  the  public  accounts  A 
part  of  those  emoluments  which  were 
before  derived  from  individuals,  r.nd  not 
publicly  stated.  This  regulation  bad  beeii 
resolved  on,  and  in  part  carried  into  execu- 
tion, before  the  appointment  of  the  pre- 
sent  Ministers.  The  case  is  the  same  wit  h 
respect  to  the  increase  of  the  Salaries  of 
the  inferior  Officers  of  Excise,  whose  situa- 
tion was  such  as  made  it  impossible  for 
them  to  subsist  their  families.  I  know 
that  the  necessity  of  this  increase  was  felt  i 
and  I  believe  that  it  was  ordered  before  I 
quitted  the  service  of  the  Treasury. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  comment  on  thai 
part  of  the  Resolutions  which  regards  tbe 
Finances  of  Ireland,  on  account  of  the  ab- 
sence of  so  many  Gentlemen  belonging  to 
that  part  of  the  kingdom ;  and  because 
the  subject  has  lately  been  discussed  by 
those  who  are  best  qualified  to  do  it 
justice. 

I  pass.  Sir,  over  many  considerationi 
naturally  arising  out  ot  the  Resiolutiont 
I  am  about  to  propose,  in  order  t6 
enter  upon  that  subject  which  has  princi- 
pally induced  me  to  come  forward  on 
this  occasion. — I  mean  the  charge  Created 
on  the  War  Taxes  by  the  Loan  of  th6 
year. 

To  illustrate  this  I  have  prepared  two 
Resolutions  stating  the  total  simount  of  th^ 
Expences  of  Great  Britain  during  the 
War,  taken  in  its  most  extensive  sense,  aft 
comprising  the  whole  period  from  I793» 
and  the  means  by  which  they  were  de- 
frayed. For  the  Peace  of  Amiens,  though 
an  important  sera  in  many  respects,  and 
particularly  in  a  financial  point  of  view, 
can  be  considered  only  as  a  Truce  or  Ar- 
mistice in  the  long  course  of  hostilities 
arising  out  of  the  French  Revolution. 

My  materials  will  be  found  in  the  Ac- 
counts of  Income^  Expenditure,  and  Dis- 
tribution of  Grants,  which  have  been  an^ 
nually  laid  before  the  House  sinco  1798^ 
when  our  public  Accounts  received  their 
present  improved  form  from  the  labours  of 
the  Committee  over  which  you,  Sir«  pre- 
sided with  so. much  ability.  Previously 
to  that  year,  I  have  taken  them  from  thA 
Accounts  laid  before  Parliament  in  180% 
preparatory  to  the  Union,  firomtha  lit 
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and  Q-lih  Reports  of  the  Committee  to 
which  I  hare  just  alluded,  aiid  from  vari- 
ous Accounts  printed  in  the  Journals. 

I  have  not  attempted,  in  those  Resolu- 
tions, to  deduce  the  Account  year  by  year, 
because  I  am  sensible  that  in  whatever  way 
it  might  be  taken,  whether  as  a  Cash  Ac- 
count of  Receipts  and  Payments,  or  as  a 
statement  of  Expenditure  incurred  and  of 
Ways  and  Means,  it  might  lead  to  erro- 
neous conclusions,  as  to  particular  years, 
from  the  various  periods  to  which  the 
Accounts  are  made  tip,  and  the  provision 
frequently  made  in  one  year  for  expences 
incurred  in  another.  Mnie  is  principally 
a  Cash  Account,  except  thut  the  Loans 
and  War  Taxes  are  stated  as  belonging  to 
tlie  years  in  which  they  were  voted,  and 
not  to  those  in  which  tliey  were  actually 
paid  into  the  Exchequer.  And  it  is  ob- 
vious that,  when  the  Accounts  of  a  period 
of  several  years  are  taken  together,  dif- 
ficulties of  the  kii>dl  have  mentioned  will 
not  occur,  and  the  general  result  may  be 
sufficiently  accurate. 

From  ibcse  Resolutions  it  will  appear, 
that,  supposing  the  W^ar  to  continue  to  the 
tame  period  ot  next  year  as  that  at  which 
1  am  now  speaking,  the  Expenditure  of 
Creat  Britain,  during  the  War,  from  1793 
(exclusively  of  Ireland)  will  have  ex- 
ceeded a  Thousand  Millions  sterling,  a 
sum,  at  first  sight,  sufficient  to  impress  us 
with  astonishment  and  apprthension.  But, 
when  we  consider  that  this  Expenditure 
)ias  been  the  means,  under  Providence,  of 
saving  us  from  the  calamities  which  have 
pverwhelmed  the  rest  of  Europe,  we  shall 
cease  to  regret  its  amount  however  enor- 
pious,  and,  as  we  look  into  particulars,  our 
feelings  will  be  changed  into  admiration 
of  the  spirit  and  the  resources  of  the 
country.  It  will  be  seen  that,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  pressure  of  continued  warfare, 
the  exertions  of  the  Nation  increased, 
iand  its  means  appeared  to  expand;  and 
that  they  have  been  applied  with  much 

greater  vigour  in  the  latter  period  of  the 

kVar,  namely,  since  its  renewal,  than  in 
the foiiner.  Of  about  5()3  millions,  which 
were  expended  previously  to  the  Peace  of 
Amit  ns,  (including  the  whole  of  the  year 
ISOi,). about  273  millions  were  raised 
eitLer  by  the  Ordinary .  Revenue  or  by 
Extraordinary  Taxes  within  the  year,  and 
about  '2'.i0  millions  by  additions  either  to 
the  Funded  or  Unfunded  Debt  In  the 
pix,  years  since  the  renewal  of  hostilities, 
•nding  with  the  5th  of  January  last,  about 
'^90    mniions   havt    bcex^  expended^  of 


^. 


which  upwards  of  3U  have  been  raised 
within  the  year  and  less  than  S3  millions 
by  additions  of  debt.  In  the  first  period 
almost  one-half  was  borrowed  ;  iii  the 
second  less  than  one- fourth. 

The  progress  of  these  exertions,  to  meet 
the  heavy  charges  of  protracted  war,  with- 
out entailing  burdens  upon  posterity,  w'dl 
more  distinctly  ap[>ear  by  reference  to  tht 
Resolution  (Xo.  Id.)  in  which  I  have 
shewn  the  actual  produce  of  the  Tastes  im* 
posed  in  each  year  from  1793. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  War,  whiW 
public  credit  was  still  flourishing,  nothing 
further  was  attempted  than  to  provide  flu 
the  Loan  of  each  year,  by  the  imposition 
of  Taxes  sufficient  to  furnish  its  Interest, 
and  a  Sinking  Fund  of  one  per  cent,  ac- 
cording to  the  regulations  of  the   Act  of 
1792,  and  not  exceeding  12  or  1,300,000/. 
in  any  year..     But  expences  continued  to 
accumulate,  and  difficulties   to    multiply 
from  year  to  year,  till,  in  1797,  the  fiiun- 
cial  situation  of  the  Country  became  truly 
alarming.     The  Unfunded  Debt  had   io» 
creased  to  such  a  degree  as  to  become  sub- 
ject to  a  heavy  discount;  the  funds  had 
sunk  so  low  that  a  loan  could  only  be  pro- 
cured on  terms  of  usurious  interest ;  tb^ 
disposable  capital  of  the  country  seemed 
unequal  to  the  increasing  demands  of  the 
Government ;    and  even  the  credit  of  the 
Bank  was  seriously  shaken.     Under  these 
alarming  circumstances,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  create  upwards  of  70  millions  of 
additional  capital,  and  to  provide  for  an 
annual  charge  of  upwards  ot  three  millions 
within  the  year.     Such  a  charge  required 
the  imposition  of  new  Taxes  equal  to  one- 
fifth  of  all  the  permanent  Taxes  then  ex- 
isting.    It  was  apparent  that  such  a  coorss 
could  not  be  long  pursued  without  riskiag 
the  total  rum  of  public  credit,  and  ex- 
hausting the  resources  of  the  Nation  by 
an  accumulation  of  new  Taxes,  so  rapid  at 
to  render  the  old  ones  unproductive.    Mr. 
Pitt'was  alarmed,  but  not  dispirited  ;    and 
be  determined  to  meet  the  urgency  of  the 
crisis  with  a  corresponding  exertion.     He 
proposed  to  parliament,  in  1798^  to  raise, 
by  extraordinary  nieans  within  the  year, 
such  a  sum  as  might  reduce  the  Loan  to  a 
moderate   amount.     The  means  cboeen, 
were  theVoluntary£entributionand  the  Aid 
and  Contribution 'Set,  commonly  csdled 
the  Triple  Assessment,  a  measure  wliich 
proved  yery  burdenspm^/and  was  *m  many 
respects  iiy udicibusly  contrived .  Yet» win 
all  the  defects  of  both  these  measure,  tht 
end  propesed  was,  in  fk'  g^eatdegfe^  oh- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


nil]  PARL.  DEBATES,  June  20,  ISOO — Sfr.  Vansitian's Fitumce Reiohaians.  [XtPf 


tained ;  the  spirit  of  tbe  Nation  was  rovsed; 
Ihe  practicability  of  raising  a  large  sum 
within  the  year  was  proved  ;  and  better 
digested  plans  were  afterwards  adopted. 
The  produce  obtained  was,  in  the  whole, 
about  six  millions  and  a  half,  not  indeed 
|niid  into  the  Exchequer  in  one  year,  but 
m  successive  payments  in  two  or  three 
years. 

In  the  next  year,  1799,  the  Convoy  Tax 
and  the  Income  Tax,  the  one  of  which 
produced  annually  about  1,200,000/.  and 
the  other  about  5,300,000/.  were  sub- 
Btituted  for  the  Aid  and  Contribution 
On  Assessed  Taxes,  and  continued  from 
that  time  till  the  cont^losion  of  Peace. 
But  a  part  of  the  Loan  of  each  year,  hav- 
ing been  charged  upon  the  Income  Tax, 
its  produce  applicable  to  the  public  ser- 
vice became  gradually  diminished  by  the 
Interest  deducted  from  it;  and  the  amount 
of  the  Loans  was  proportionibly  increased, 
till  that  of  1801  amounted  to  twenty-five 
millions  and  a  half. 

The  conclusion  of  Peace  prevented  the 
return  of  embarrassments  which  were  then, 
perhaps,  impending,  but  left  a  difficulty 
.  of  a  most  serious  nature  behind.  A  sum 
of  no  less  than  iifty-six  millions  and  a  half 
had  been  chargecf  upon  the  Licome  Tax, 
which,  in  the  event  of  the  continuance  of 
Peace,  would  have  prolonged,  till  about 
the  year  1 S 11 ,  a  charge  which  was  become 
unpopular,  and  in  the  other  event,  of  a 
renewal  of  the  war,  would  have  rendered 
it  almost  impracticable  to  meet  the  public 
exigencies  with  any  large  and  immediate 
supply. 

Under  these  circumstances,  my  noble 
iriend  (Lord  Sidmouth)  who  had  some 
time  before  succecilcd  Mr.  Pitt  as  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  resolved,  in  1802, 
on  one  of  the  boldest  and  most  extensive 
measures  of  finance  which  has  ever  l>een 
attempted. 

He  determined  at  once  to  set  the  In- 
come Tax  free,  and  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
plies of  the  year,  including  the  winding 
up  of  the  expences  of  the  War,  by  pro- 
posing at  the  same  time,  funds  capable  of 
bearing  the  charge  of  almost  one  hundred 
millions  of  stock.  This  design  he  executed 
in  so  ample  a  manner,  that  the  taxes  pro- 
vided have  usually  exceeded,  by  at  least  a 
million  and  a  half,  the  charge  of  the  im- 
mense sum  I  have  mentioned. 

But,  in  the  next  year,  the  firmness  and 
resources  of  his  mind  were  put  to  a  still 
severer  trial.  Hostilities  had  recommenced 
under  circuHMtaDCw  which  at  once  ft' 


quired  the    most  prompt  ahd  eittensive 
exertions,  and  threatened  a  long  and  at-^' 
most  indefinite  continuance  of  the  contest. 
Public  credit  was  not  yet  firmly  re-estab- 
lished, and  the  burdens' of  the  late  war  had 
not  become  so  habitual  as  to  admit  of 
ready  additions  of  a   permanent   nature. 
Great   as    these  difficulties   were,   every' 
thing  was  to  be  hoped  from  the  loyalty 
and  spirit  of  the  Country,  and  the  convic- 
tion universally  felt  of  the  justice   and 
necessity  of  the  War.     To  these   senti- 
ments he  determined  to  make  his  appeal;' 
and  to  act  upon  a  system  which  their  mflu- 
ence  alone  could  have  enabled  himto  carry* 
into  eflect.     He  proposed   to  Parliament' 
to  raise  so  large  a  sum  within  the  year  by 
extraordinary  War  Taxes  as  to  confine  the 
inci'ease  of  public  debt  within  very  nar*' 
row  limits,  if  not  wholly  to   prevent  it. 
For  this  purpose  he  brought  forward  War 
Taxes  which,  exclusive  of  the  Taxes  im- 
posed to  provide  for  the  Loan  of  the  year,' 
have  realized  upwards  of  12  millions  on  an 
average  of  the  two  last  years,  although 
those  years  have  not  been  favourable  to 
their  produce.      So  ample,  indeed,  were 
the  Funds  provided,  that,  had  the  war 
ended  with  the  first  year,  a  considerable 
surplus  Would  have  remained  after  the  re- 
payment of  all  debts  incurred.    The  proof 
of  this  assertion  will  be  found    in    the 
Finan.'e  Resolutions    agreed    to    by    the 
House  in    1804-.     Befoi*e  the   passing  of 
those  Resolutions,  my  noble. friend   had' 
retired  from  office,  having,  as  his  last  act 
of  official  duty,  provided  for  the  supplies' 
of  the  year   ISO*.     In  doing  which,  be' 
proposed  Taxes  to  the  amount  of  1,800,000/.' 
making,  upon  the  whole,  in  the  course  of 
three  years,  an  addition  of  above  nineteen 
millions  to  the  Public  Revenue.    The  ex- 
pences of  1804- exceeded  those  of  1803, 
by. about  ten  millions;  yet  the  accumula- 
tion of  Debt  was,  in  that  year,  inconsider-' 
able.     In  the  statement  ot  his  last  budget 
he  strongly  urged  the  importance  of  ad- 
hering to  the  same  system  by  an  annual' 
addition  of  at  least  a  million  to  the  War 
Taxes,  till  the  object  of  equalizing  the 
Income  and  the  Expenditure  of  the  Coun-^ 
try  should  be  obtained.     By  these  means 
it  would,  upon  the  scal^  of  expcnce  then 
aubsisting,  have  been  accomplished  within 
three  years ;  and  he  knew  that,  when  thit 
great  point  was  attained,  the  continual  ^c» 
cumulation  of  the  Sinking  Fund   would 
speedily  aifi>rd  means  of  relief  to  the  Pub- 
lic, which  could  not  be  employed  either   , 
with  justice  to  the  atookholders  or  safety 
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to  the  atatei  so  long  as  the  accumolatioii 
of  Debt  continued. 

In  tBe  year  1 805  Mr.  Pitt  acted  upon 
the  same  principles,  by  proposing  an  ad- 
dition to  the  Property  Tax,  by  which  its 
produce  was  augmented  about  1,400,000/. 
but  in  consequence  of  increasing  Expence, 
the  Loan  of  that  year  was  raised  froiu  ten 
xntlUons,  which  had  been  its  amount  in 
each  of  the  two  years  preceding,  to  twenty 
Viiilions. 

Early  in  the  following  year  my  noble 
friends,  Lonl  Grcnvilieand  the  late  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  (whose  absence 
this  day  I  greatly  regret,]  succeeded  on  the 
decease  cf  the  gieat  statesman  of  whom  I 
last  spoke.  They  were  fully  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  system  adopted 
%t  the  renewal  of  the  War,  and  determined 
by  a  great  and  painful  ei£>rt  to  carry  the 
"^ar  Taxes  to  as  great  extent  as  could  be 
reasonably  attempted.  In  fact  near  six 
millions  were  added  to  their  amount  in  the 
year  1106..  In  1807,  no  taxes  were  pro- 
posed, in  consequence  of  the  plan  brought 
forward  by  my  noble  friend,  to  provide 
for  the  further  expences  of  the  war,  and 
which  hi^  been  sufficiently  discussed  on 
former  occa^ons :  and  the  produce  of  the 
taxes  imposed  last  year  by  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman  opposite,  cannot 
yet  be  fairly  ascertained,  but  I  see  no  rea- 
spq  to  doubt  that,  together  with  the  short 
Annuities  which  expired,  they  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  provide  for  the  charge  of  the  loan. 

I  have  gone  through  this  detailto  shew 
that  b^  the  practice^as  well  as  the  declar- 
ed opinions  of  all  the  Minisiters  who  have 
conducted  the  Finances  of  this  Cpuntry, 
ibr  many  years,  and  by  repeated  decisions 
qf  Parliament,  confirmed,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  by  the  general  judgment  and  appro- 
bation of  the  Nation,  the  principle  has 
lieen  recognised  and  established,  that  to 
equalize  the  Income  and  Expenditure  of 
the  Country  is  the-  only  system  upon  which 
^e  can  depend  for  bringing  this  arduous 
Stfid  protracted  contest  to  a  secure  and 
successful  termination. 

Let  me  not.  Sir,  be  misunderstood  as 
the  advocate  of  excessive  or  unUmited 
t^ation.  I  am  aware  that  all  taxation  is 
in  itself  an  evil,  and  J  can  conceive  many 
circumstances  under  which  I  should  think 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  act- 
ed in  the  present;  instance  with  prudence 
apd  judgment. 

.  The  first  and  nftost  obvious  of  these 
would  be  a  great  and  general  impoveri»h- 
n^ent  of  the  Country.    It  qiight  thui  hap- 


pen (as  in  £iict  it  did  towards  the  dose  of 
the  American  War)  that  the  imposition  of 
new  taxes  would  add  nothing  to  the  Re* 
venue,  but  only  depress  the  produce  of  ibe 
old  ones.  But  I  would  ask  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman,  and  every  Gen- 
tleman present,  from  whatever  part  of  the 
Country,  rvhcre  the  symptoms  of  socb  im> 
poverishment  appear  ?  Supposing,  bow- 
ever,  such  a  decay  to  exist,  I  say  that  the 
same  necessity  which  contracts  onr  Wktan 
ought  to  limit  our  ejBpenoet.  Shall  we  be 
the  richer  for  plunging  deeper  in  det^? 
Will  it  increase  our  resources  to  coasome 
those  which  yet  remain? 

In  another  case  of  a  very  opposite  kind 
I  might  think  it  advisable  to  abstain  from 
further  taxation — that  of  a  very,  rapid  im- 
provement ot  the  existing  Revenue.  Did 
our  resources  appear  to  be  increasing  ia  a 
degree  nearly  commensurate  to  our  wajMs, 
I  should  ba  unwilling  to  endanger  so  pros- 
perous a  state  of  things  by  any  interie- 
rence  :  or  to  abridge  the  comforts  of  the 
public  by  any  change  which  might  be 
safely  avoided  or  deferred.  But  though  I 
am  convinced  that  the  National  Wealth  is 
progressively  increasing,  I  fear  we  are  far 
from  such  a  state  of  things.  The  Hevenoe 
has  of  late  appeared  ratoer  to  decline  tkao 
to  increase. 

Another  case  in  which  I  might  approve 
of  the  course  which  has  been  piuiaed  is 
that  of  a  prospect  of  immediate  peace,  or 
of  a  great  reduction  of  expence  from  any 
other  cause.  But  of  all  suppositions  this 
seems  at  present  the  most  extravagant 
The  war  rages  more  extensively  and  with 
^eater  exasperation  than  ever,  suid  every 
day  seems  to  bring  forward  some  fresli 
obstacle  to  accommodation,  and  some  new 
call  for  our  exertions. 

But  leaving  to  the  defenders  of  this 
measure  to  point  out  such  circumstances  as 
may,  in  their  opinion,  justify  it,  I  sball 
proceed  to  state  a  few  of  the  numeroiis 
objections  which  induce  me  to  coudemQ  it. 

In  the  first  place  it  is  a  weak  and  dels- 
sive  resource,  which  will  be  speedily  ex- 
hausted. To  those  who  contemplate  the 
War  Taxes  only  in  a  mass,  and  consider 
them  as  producing  upwards  of  twenty 
millions  annually,  they  may  appear  to 
afford  resources  for  funcUag  the  charge  oC 
many  years  of  war.  But  distinctly  and 
accurately  considered*  for  this  parpeeet 
they  will  shrink  into  a  very  narrow  eoeii- 
pass.  The  Property  TaK  no  one  baa  yei 
proposed  to  contiaoa  in  time  of  penec, 
evqn  9M  an  annual  gram ;  akhoi^li,  if  iht 
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public  could  be  reconciled  to  it,  it  migfat, 
at  a  reduced  rate,  be  preferable  to  many 
ethers.     But  to  mortgage  it  for  forty  years 
by  means  of  Loans  is  two  wild  an  idea  to 
be  entertained.    Tbis  at  once  reduces  the 
twenty  millions  to  about  nine.     Of  these 
there  is  no  doubt  that  a  certain  proportion 
m^y  be  made  permanent  without  any  very 
material  inconvenience,  but  in  my  opinion 
til  at  proponioa  is  a  small  one  ;  and  I  am 
very    anxious    to  know   what  particular 
taxes  the  Right    Honoorable  Gentleman 
would  select.    About  t%vo  thirds  of  this 
sum  is  furnished  by  Excise  duties  and  one 
third  by   Customs.      The  Castora  duties 
he  seems  to  put  out  of  the  question.    The 
Excise  dutiea  are  on  Malt,  which  pro« 
duces  near  half  the  sum  of  six  millions, 
and  on  Tea,  Spirits,  and  Tobacco,  and 
among  these  he  is  to  make  bis  choice. 
Will  the  Country  approve  of  his  perpe- 
tuating a  Malt  Tax  so  heavy  as  that  which 
now  subsists?  Or  will  he,  in  defiance  of 
experience,  pledge  those  taxes  which  Mr. 
Pitt  was  obliged  to  reduce  or  to  commute 
because  they   could    not   be  collected  ? 
During  war,  and    especially   a   war    of 
such  animosity  as  the  present,  these  duties 
may  be  tolerably  secure  :  because,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  activity  of  the  Revenue  Offi- 
cers, innumerable  other  obstacles  to  a  free 
communication  arise   from.  the.  circum- 
stances of  hostility.     Our  Navy,  our  Army, 
nay,  even  the  Navy  and  the  Army  of  our 
exasperated  enemy,  contribute  to  protect 
the  Revenue.     But  to  continue  these  du- 
ties.  when  a  free  communication  is  restored, 
would  not  be  to  enrich  the  Exchequer, 
but  to  swell  the'  profits^f  the  smuggler,  and 
deprave  the  morals  of  the  people.    The 
charge  of  2,200,000/.  has  Already  been 
tliroWn  upon  these  Excise  duties;  and  I 
leave  the  House  to  judge  whether  more 
cnn  be  attempted. — ^And  it  is  almost  super- 
fluous to  point  out  the  wide  difference  be- 
tween the  inconveniencies  of  a  temporary 
charge,  for  a  few  years,  as  proposed  by 
the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
the  long  continued  pledge  of  the  Right 
Hon.  (jentleiuau.    < 

A  second  objection  to  this  diversion  of 
the  War  Taxe}^  from  the  purposes  for  which 
tbey  were  originally  granted  by  Parlia- 
ment, is,  the  continual  and  progressive  in- 
crease it  must  occasion  in  the  diftc«dty  of 
taising  the  supplies.  Supposing  (which  I 
kave  shewn  not  to  be  the  fact)  that  there 
remiun  a  considerable  sum,  which  might 
QMM  ifldproperly  be  continued,  in  time  of 
Peace  ^  still  aatkt  smounl  of  the  Loan  must 
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annually  be  augmented  by  a^aum,  equal  to 
the  War  Taxes  which  have  been  appreprip 
ated  both  by  that,  and  all  preceding  Loans^ 
they  would  be  most  rapidly  consumed, 
by  a  continual  accumulation  of  compound 
Interest ;  and  when  it  shall  become  un* 
avoidable  to  seek  for  fresh  funds  for  thesd 
augmented  Loans,  where  will  they  be 
found,  and  in  what  state  of  citdit  will  these 
Loans  be  raised  ?  If  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  thinks  that  the  People,  having 
been  indulged  with  a  respite  from  further 
taxation,  will  return  to  it  more  rapidly,  he 
is  greatly  mistaken.  Having  onc^  been 
told  by  authority,  that  furuier  burdens 
were  either  intolerable  or  unnef  essary,  they 
will  readily  listen  to  thqat,  who  will  never 
he  wanting  to  tell  them  the  same  thing  \ 
again;  and  they  will  be  disposed  tocoun* 
tenance  wild  plans  of  retrenchment,  and 
chimerical  schemes  of  Finance. 

Another  most  important  objection  occuni 
when  we  consider  the  establishment  which 
it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  maintain, 
whenever  Peace  may  be  concluded.  It 
has  been  not  unusual  to  insert,  among 
Resolutions  of  this  nature,  a  con^ctural 
Estimate  of  the  future  Peace  establisb* 
ment. 

But  I  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to 
propose  any  thing  so  vague  and  uncertain, 
and  depending  on  so  many  contingencies, 
beyond  the  reach  of  any  human  foresight. 
Yet  thus  much  I  must  be  allowed  to  say, 
that  judging  from  jevery  circumstance 
within  our  knowledge,  and  unless  a  state 
of  things  whoUy^dissimilar  from  what  now 
exists  shall  take  place,  our  Peace  establish- 
ment must  so  far  exceed  whatever  has 
hitherto  been  known  in  this  country,  «8  to 
require,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  re* 
venue,  the  continuance  of  as  large  a  portion 
of  the  War  Taxes,  as  can  by  any  one  be 
deemed  proper  to  be  'supported  during 
P-eace. 

It  is  an  objection  not  less  important, 
though  of  a  totally  difierent  nature  from 
any  of  the  preceding,  that  the  system  of  ^ 
Finance  pursued  this  year,  has  the  strong* 
est  possible  tendency  to  encourage  predi* 
gality  in  the  public  expenditure. 

It  is  no  less  true  in  public  than  in  private 
oeconomy,  that  what  is  easily  acquired,  is 
eHen  needlessly  spent.  It  is  also  the  natural 
bias  of  every  department,  and  may  even 
proceed  from  laudable  though  inconsi- 
derate sseal  for  the  public  service,  to  draw 
to  itself  as  large  a  portion  as  possible 
of  the  Suppbet.  If  this  be  not  chocked  (as 
I  fear  at  present  it  tannot  be)  by  a  firm 
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and  o?er-roling  controul  at  the  Treasury, 
it  naturally  leads  to  an  indefinits  and 
wasteful  expence.  But  the  stongest- sti- 
mulus to  excite  the  Treasury  to  perform 
its  duty  by  a  vigilant  restraint  on  the  pub- 
lic expenditure  is  wanting,  if  supplies  can 
be  obtained  without  an  immediate  pressure 
on  the  people.  The  temptations  which 
perpetually  occur  to  a  Minister,  of  a  loose 
and  careless  administration  of  the  public 
purse,  are  constantly  counteracted  by  the 
impending  and  painful  task  of  taxation ; 
the  irksomeness  of  which,  few  men  have 
experienced  more  than  I  have  done,  hav- 
ing been  officially  concerned  in  raising  al- 
most half  the  existing  revenue  of  the 
Country.  This  temptation  to  carelessness 
of  expence,  is  another  strong  distinction 
between  the  measures  of  the  present  year, 
and  the  plan  of  1 807  ;  which  was  not 
only  compatible  with  the  strictest  oecono- 
my,  but  was  calculated  on  data  ivhich  re- 
quired and  enforced  it. 

Perhaps  even  in  nations  the  thirst  for 
dominion  requires  a  corrective  in  the  bur- 
dens of  waf;  but  there  is  in  the  nature  of 
things  an  obstacle  which  must  prevent  such 
means  as  we  now  employ  (invincible 
means  if  we  use  them  wisely)  from  being 
made  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  in- 
justice and  ambition.  In  any  war  for 
conquest  or  for  any  ordinary  national 
interest,  no  Minister  would  dare  to  come 
down  like  Lord  Sidmouth,  and  propose 
twelve  millions  of  new  taxes  at  once. 

We  are  very  apt.  Sir,  to  regard  the  War 
Taxes  simply  intheligluofa  great  addi- 
tional burden  ;  and  assuch  they  certainly 
are  felt  at  first ;  but  itis  time  to  consider 
them  in  another  point  of  view,  and  to  com- 
pare them  with  the  pecuniary  burdens 
irom  which  they  have  preserved  us. 

For  this  purpose  I  shall  propose  two  Re- 
solutions ;  the  first  shewing  toe  amount  of 
the  saving  effected  by  the  War  Taxes 
previously  to  the  Peace  of  Amiens,  and  the 
second  the  effect  of  those  imposed  subse- 
quently to  the  renewal  of  hostilities.  The 
first  (which  in  the  whole  raised  about 
thirty-two  millions  and  a  half  in  five  years) 
diminished  the  Loans  of  the  years  in  which 
they  were  raised,  by  about  forty  eight 
millions  and  a  half  of  Capital  Stock,  and 
eighteen  hundred  thousand  pounds  An- 
mud  Charge.  The  superior  exertions  of 
the  present  war  have  in  the  first  six  years 
saved  one  hundred  and  thirty  three  mil- 
lions of  Capital,  and  six  millions  and  three 
quarters  of  Permanent  Annual  Charge ;  to 
w  hich  is  to  be  added  a  saving  in  the  present 


year  of  about  twenty  three  millions  of 
Capital,  and  between  eleven  and  twelve 
hundred  thousand  pounds  Annual  Charge ; 
and  a  similar  saving  every  year  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  unless  the  Kight 
Honourable  Gentleman  should  charge 
further  Loans  on  the  War  Taxes. 

But  this  is  a  very  incomplete  and  inade- 
quate view  of  the  real  pecuniary  advan- 
tage. It  will  be  evident  to  every  gen- 
tleman that  if  the  amount  of  the  Loan  is 
reduciMl,  the  competition  to  obtain  it  will 
be  increased  and  the  supply  of  Capital 
in  the  market  more  abundant,  compared 
with  the  demand,  and  the  sum  to  be  raised 
will  consequently  be  obtained  on  more 
favourable  terms.  The  principle  of  this 
saving  is  perhaps  not  less  certain  than  a 
mathematical  demonstration,  but  the  ex- 
tent of  its  operation  can  only  be  calcula- 
ted on  hypothetical  data,  and  h  may  not 
therefore  be  a  proper  subject  for  a  distinct 
Resolution  of  the  House.  iLvery  genilemaa 
will  form  his  own  supposition  :  I  will  just 
mention  one  which  seems  to  me  sopportcd 
by  a  strong  analogy.  In  the  year  1798, 
when  Mr.  Pitt  first  proposed  bis  system  of 
War  Taxes,  the  Loan  was  raised  at  an 
Interest  of  above  six  per  cent,  in  1800, 
when  they  had  been  established  two  yean, 
the  Interest  of  the  Loan  but  little  exceeded 
four  and  a  half  per  cent.  Adding  the 
one  per  cent.  Sinking  Fund  to  be  prorided 
on  (he  Capital  created,  the  total  saving 
amounted  to  about  two  per  cent,  on  tl^ 
whole  sum  raised  both  by  Loan  and  War 
Taxes.  The  saving  at  that  time  caoBot 
be  wholly  ascribed  to  the  War  Taxes,  be- 
cause the  Act  for  redeeming  the  Land 
Tax  had  then  undoubtedly  a  considerabie 
operation.  But  it  seems  not  unfair  to  as- 
eribe  an  equal  efiect  to  the  present  War 
Taxes  which  so  much  exceed  the  former 
in  amount  If  this  suppositiep  be  admitted 
as  just,  we  must  add  to  the  former  estimate 
of  saving  (including  the  present  year) 
above  seventy  millions  of  Capital,  and  four 
millions  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  Per- 
manent Charge,  making  together  a  saviin^ 
already  efiected  and  annually  increasing, 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty  six  millioiis  of 
Capital  and  above  twelve  millions  of  Per^ 
manent  Charge.  And  to  thisasain  is  ao 
be  added  the  sum  saved  before  &e  Peace 
of  Amiens,  the  charge  of  which  we  shovdd 
otherwise  be  now  sup|)orting. 

Such,  Sir,  have  been  the  efiects  of  tile 
system  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Bxcfao- 
quer  has  this  year  forsaken  and  impaired-^ 
A  system  nnctioned  by  general  approln* 
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iion,and  proved  by  experience  to  be  8olid> 
wise  and  osconomical.     It  has  indeed  re- 


quired many  dacrifices,  and  may  require 
more :  but  it  is  a  most  dangerous  deluston| 
to  expect  to  perform  great  achievements 
without  making  g^at  exertions.  If  we  can- 
not reduce  our  Expcncesto  rttir  Income  we 
must  raise  our  Income  in  proportion  to  our 
£xpences.  I  am  willing  to  give  credit  to 
the  Eight  Honourable  Gentleman  for  readi- 
ness to  effect  every  practicable  and  pru- 
dent riitrtnchment ;  and  I  trust  still  more 
to  the  disposition  of  Parliament  and  of  the 
Public  to  enforce  it.  But  what  mure  is 
wanting,  and  much  more,  1  fear,  must  be 
wanting,  we  must  be  prepared  to  furnish  ; 
and  it  has  been  uiy  wish,  in  what  I  have 
said,  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  Govern- 
ment (so  far  as  my  argumenisor  opinions 
could  have  any  force)  and  to  facilitate  its 
resuming  the  wise,  the  secure,  and  honour- 
able course  hitherto  pursued. 

It  would  be  easy  to  add  much  on  so 
copious  '  a  subject,  but  the  facts  I  have 
brought  forward,if  supported  by  the  record- 
ed opinion  of  the  House,  will  have  far  more 
weight  tlian  any  thing  I  could  urge  :  and 
I  consider  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man's assent  to  them  as  a  iavourable  omen 
that,  notwithstanding  his  recent  conduct, 
I  shall  not  ultimately  find  reason  to  accuse 
him  of  having  dilapidated  the  Resources 
and   impaired  the  security  of  the  State. — 

Mr.  Vansittart  concluded  by  moving 
|he  first  of  the  following  Resolutions. 

Retohed,  (1.)— THAT  the  Total  Amount  of 
^hc  Public  Funded  Debt  of  Great  Britain  was, 
on  the  1st  Feb.  1803,  507,008.978/. ;— of 
which  67,555,91a/.  had  been  purchased  by  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  ^he  Na- 
tional Debt,  and  19,180,587/.  bad  been  trans- 
ferred to  tbem  on  account  of  Land  Tax  Re- 
deemed; leading  a  Funded  Debt  unredeemed 
of  480,57^76/.  :--And,  tliat  the  Amount  of 
Annuities  charj^ed  on  Great  Britain  (after  de- 
duction what  had  fallen  in)  was,  on  the  l&t  of 
Tab.  1803,  in  Short  Annuities  and  Annuities 
for  Lives.  539,979/.,  and  in  Long  Annuities, 
1,015,410/. 

(2.)— That  the  Total  Amount  of  Public 
Funded  Debt  created  in  Great  Britain  for  Ac- 
count of  Ireland  was,  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  1803, 
22,348,000  /. ;— of  which  there  had  been  pur- 
chased hv  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduc- 
tion of  the  National  Debt  1,133,415  /. ;  leav- 
ing a  Funded  Debt  unredeemed  of  21,^24,585  /. 
together  with  Long  Annuities  to  the  Amount 
of^,791  /. 

(3.)— That   the  Total    Amount  of   Public 

Funded  Debt  created  in  Great  Britain  for  Ac- 

'  count  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  was,  on  the. 

Ist  of    Feb.    1803,  7,502,633 /.;— of   which 

$75,137  /.  had  been  purchased  by  the  Commis- 


sioners for  the  Reduction  of  the  National 
Debt ;  leaving  a  Funded  Debt  unredeemed  of 
7,127,496/.,  together  with  Annuities  to  the 
Amount  of  230,000/.,  which  will  expire  ii^ 
1819. 

(4.)— That  tlie  amount  of  the  Outstanding 
Demands  unprovided  for  on  the  5th  Jan.  1803, 
exclusive  of  Unfnnded  Debt,  and  of  the  Airti6i- 
pation  of  certai!t  Duties  annually  voted,  was 
592,630/. :  That  the  Deficiency  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  the  Year  1802  was  171,431/.;— 
making  the  Amgunt  of  Demands,  unprovided 
for  on  the  5th  Jan.  1803, 764,061  /. 

(5.)  -^Tlifet  the  Unfunded  Debt,  in  Exche- 
quer Bills  unprovided  for,  or  charged  upon 
Funds  which  proved  insufficient,  was,  on  the  5th 
Jan.  1803,  9,827,400/.,  including  3,000,000/. 
in  tlie  Bank,  wlifch  bore  no  Interest,  in  consi- 
deration of  the  renewal  of  the  Charter. 

That  the  Unfunded  Debt  in  Navy  Bills  was, 
on  the  5Lh  Jan.  1803,  3,105,648  /. 

(6.)— That  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Public 
Funded  Debt  of  Great  Britain,  including  there- 
in the  Sum  of  18,072,000/.,  charged  upon  the 
War  Taxes  in  1807,  was,  on  the  1st  of  Feb. 
1809,  701,229  514/. ;  whereof  141,808,116/., 
had  been  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  for 
the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  and 
23,214,395/.  had  been. transferred  to  them  on 
account  of  Land  Tax  redeemed,  and  465,951  /. 
by  Purchasers  of  Life  Annuities,  leaving  • 
Funded  Debt  unredeemed  of  535,741,052/. 
And  that  the  Amount  of  Annuities  charged  on 
Great  Britain  (after  deducting  such  as  have  fal- 
len in)  was,  <m  the  l&t  of  Feb.  1809,  in  Short 
Annuities  and  Annuities  for  Lives,  98,086/., 
including  32,514/.,  granted  in  consideration  of 
Stock  transferred  to  the  Commissioners,  and 
in  Long  Annuities  1,047,494/.  And  that  • 
further  l)ebt,  amounting  to  21,278,122/.  Ca^ 
pital  Stock,  and  51,233  /.  Long  Annuities,  lias 
bt^en  created  by  the  Sums  borrowed  and  Ex- 
chequer Bills  funded  in  the  present  Session  of 
Pariiaineut,  out  of  which  60,867  /.  Five-per- 
cent. Annuities  of  1797  have  been  paid  off. 

(7.)— That  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Public 
Funded  Debt,  created  in  Great  Britain  for  Ac- 
count of  Ireland,  was,  on  the  1st  Feb.  1809, 
50,094,0*10  /. ;  of  which  there  had  l)cen  pur- 
chased by  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduc* 
tion  of  the  National  Debt,  5,580,389  /.,  leavin^r 
a  Funded  Debt  of  44,513,611/.,  t(^ether  with 
Long  Annuities  to  the  Amount  of  91,208/. 
And  that  a  further  Debt,  amounting  to 
3,600,000/.  Capital  Stock,  and  13,250/.  long 
Atinuities,  has  be  en  ci;eated  by  Sums  borrowed 
in  the  present  Session  in  Great  Britain  on  Ac- 
count of  Ireland. 

(8.)— That  the  Total  Amount  of  Public 
Funded  Debt  created  in  Great  Britain  for  Ac- 
count of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  was,  on  the 
1st  February  1809,  7,502,633/.;— of  which 
924,336  /.  had  been  purchased  by  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt, 
leavh)^  a  Funded  Debt  of  6,578,397  /.,  toge- 
ther with  Annuities  to  the  Amountof  230,000  /., 
which  will  expire  in  1820. 
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(0.)— ThM  the  Amount  of  OatstnnHing  De- 
■isnds  unproTided  for  on  the  5ch  Jan.  1809,  ex- 
dusire  of  Unfonded  Debt,  and  of  the  Antici- 
pation of  certora  Duties  annuHlIjr  roted,  ^^s 
1,586,581  /. ; — the  whole  of  which  has  been 
paid  oflf,  or  prorided  for  in  the  preseut  Session. 
(10.)— That  on  the  5th  Jan.  1809,  there  were 
958,000/.  in  Exchequer  Bills  charged  on  the 
Malt  Duties  1807,  tu  the  Dischari(e  of  which 
those  Duties  were  insufiicieut;  17,659,?00/. 
charged  on  the  Aids  of  1809;  3,000,000/. 
held  by  the  Bank  at  3-per-cent.  in  considera- 
tion of  tlie  renewal  of  the  Charter,  and 
3,000,000/.  on  whi^li  an  advance  was  made  by 
the  Bank  without  Interest,  in  1808 ;  making  a 
Total  of  Exchequer  Bills  unprovided  for,  of 
24,017,700/. ;— of  which  Sum  7,932,100/. 
have  been  funded  in  the  present  Session ;  and 
further  issues  to  the  amount  of  7,510,700/. 
have  been  authorized  by  Parliament  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1809. 

That  the  Unfunded  Deht  in  Na?y  Bills  was 
on  tlie  5th  Jan.  1809,  7.221,167  /. 

(11.) — ^That  tlie  Variations  in  the  state  of 
t!.e  Public  Debt  between  the  1st  of  Feb.  1803, 
and  the  1st  Feb.  1810,  being  seven  years  of 
War,  may  be  estimated  as  follows  : 

The  Public  Funded  Debt  of  Great  Britain, 
Unredeemed,  which  on  the  1st  Feb.  1803 
was  480.572,476/.  will  amount  to  about 
54  l,500,000/.after  deducting  about  14,500,000/. 
for  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the 
Redemption  of  the  Land  Tax  during  the  cur- 
rent year;  and  about  1,000,000/.  for  Stock 
transferred  on  Account  of  Life  Annuities ;  be- 
ing an  increase  of  Capital  Stock  of  about 
ill  .000,000/. 

The  Public  Funded  Debt  created  in  Great 
Britain  for  account  of  Ireland,  unredeemed, 
which,  on  the  1st  Feb.  1803,  was  21,224,585/. 
will  amount  to  47,000,000  /.,  after  (^educting 
1,110,000/.  for  tho  operation  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  durfng  the  current  year ;  bein^  an  in- 
crease of  Capital  Stuck  of  25,775,415  /. 

The  Long  Annuities  of  Great  Britain,  which, 
on  tlie  1st  Feb.  1803,  were  1,015,410/.,  will 
amount  to  1,098,727  /. ;  being  on  increase  of 
Annual  Charge  of  83,317  /. 

The  Long  Annuities  created  in  Great  Bri- 
tain for  account  of  Ireland,  which  on  the  1st  of, 
Feb.  1803,  were  9,791/.  will  amount  to 
91,207/.;  being  an  increase  of  Annual  Charge 
of,  81,416/. 

The  Unfonded  Debt  in  Exchequer  Bills, 
which,  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  1803.  wiis9,H27,40Q/. 
will  amtiunt  to  27,000,000'/. ;  being  an  increase 
of  17,172,600/. 

The  Undinded  Debt  in  Navy  Bills,  which  on 
the  Sth  of  Jan.  1803,  was  3,105,648/.  will, 
stipposing  it  to  be  the  same  as  on  the  5th  of 
Jan.  1809.  amount  to  7,221^167/.;  being  ap 
increase  of  4,1 1 5,519  /. 

The  Funded  Debt  created  in  Great  Britain 
Ibr  Account  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  Un- 
redeemed, which,  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  1803,  was 
7,187,496/.,  will  be  reduced  to  6,477,000/. 


afler  deductii^r  101,000/.  for  the  operation  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  daring  the  current  year; 
being  a  diminotiou  of  Capital  Stock  of  650,496/. 
Tbe  Sbort  Annuiiiet  of  Great  Britain,  and 
Annuities  for  Dves,  which  oo  the  1st  of  Feb. 
1803,  were  539,979/.,  will  be  reduced  to  about 
170,000/.,  fiuiiposing  70,000/.  to  be  funber 
granted  for  Stock  transferred  to  the  Commis- 
sioners ;  being  a  diminution  of  Annual  Cbai^ 
of  about  370,000/. 

The  Sum  applicable  to  the  Redemption  of 
Debt,  which,  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  1808,  was  for 
the  Debt  of  Great  Britain,  6^4,986/.;  for 
Debt  created  in  Great  Britain  for  Accoant 
of  Irekind,  258.434/.;  for  Debt  created  ia 
Great  Britain  for  Acconiit  of  the  Emperor 
of  Germany,  47,947/.;  making  a  Total  of 
6,141,367/.;  will  amount  to  10,524/)00/. 
for  the  Debt  of  Great  Britain;  743,432/.  for 
the  Debt  created  in  Great  Britain  for  Account 
of  Ireland ;  67,318/.  for  the  Debt  created  ia 
Great  Britain  for  Account  of  the  Emperor  of 
Germany  ;--iiiakin£  a  Total  of  11,^34,740  L ; 
beiue  au  increase  of  5,193,373  /. 

(12.) — That  the  Annual  Char^on  AccoBot 
of  the  Public  Funded  Debt  of  Great  Britain, 
atler  deducting  the  Charges  of  Management  on 
Loans  redeemed  by  the  Commissioners  for  tbe 
Reduction  of  tbe  N  ational  Debt,  and  the  Inte- 
rest and  Charges  i]^  Management  on  Stock 
transferred  for  the  Redemption  of  the  Land 
Tax,  was,  on  the  Ist  of  Feb.  1803, 23,510,967  L ; 
and  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  1809,  28,848,999/.; 
and  that  a  further  Charge  has  been  incurfcd 
on  Accoant  of  Stock  created  in  the  presett 
Session,  amounting  to  1,143,566  /. 
(13.)~That  the  Sim  annually  applicable  to  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  pursuance  of  the  several  Acts  relating 
tliereto,  was,  for  the  year  1803,  6  311,626/.; 
being  about  l/77th  pan  of  the  Unredeemed 
Debt  existinj;  in  1803;  and  may,  for  the  veer 
1809,  be  estimated  at  10,524,000  /.  being  aiioat 
l/51st  part  of  the  Unredeemed  Debt  eaistiiig 
iu  1809. 

(14.)-rThat  the  Total  Net  Produce  of  the 
Permanent  Taxes  in  the  year  ending  5th  Jan. 
1803,  amounted  to  28,246,681/.  including 
715,323/.  paid  for  Bounties  on  Com  and 
Rice  imported  in  tlie  year  1802 ;  and  on  ibe 
5th  Jan.  1809,  the  Total  Net  Produce  of  Per^ 
manent  Taxes  amoimted  to  32,380,212  /. 

(15.)— That  the  Net  Produce  of  the  War 
Taxes  was,  in  the  year  ending 
5ll»  April  1804,  ,         ;£. 

Customs  and  Excise    3,377^442 

Property  Tax-    -    -     363,877 

3;r4i,di9 

5th  April  1865,  ^ 

Customs  and  £sc»e     7,868,078 


Property  Tas«    -    •  3,919,108 

5th  April  1806, 

Customsand  Excise  8,4196,550 

Property  Tot-    *    •  4,481,958 


11,787,186 


l%978»5ei 
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5A  April  leOTt 

Customs  sMd  Bxeise    0,305,79^ 
.  Property  Ta»-    -    -  T,00O/)8!9 

5th  April  180^^ 
Customs  aod  Eifcise     9,018)9^5 
Property  Tax     -    -  10,817^05 

5tb  April  1809, 
Customs  and  Excise 
Property  Tax  -    » 


1€,305,881 


1^^5,8«0 


8,806,899 
11,«79,4^» 


S0,086^3d2 


And  dut  the  Net  ^AsiesBment  of 

the  Property  Tax,  on  an  Average 

of  the  Years  180<^,   1807  antt 

1808,  was       --.-..'    1»,334,8W 

(l(j.)I_Thfet^  the  Nee  Produce  of  the  NeW 
anad  Additional  Duties'  imposed  each  Year, 
from  the  5tH  of  Jan.  1793  to  the  preseht  Year,* 
on  an  Average  of  the  two  Years  last  past,  or  of 
the  two  lust  Years,  whereof  a  separttte  Account* 
ha»  heen  laid  before  Parliaine^t,  was  resped*' 
threly  as  follows;  vis. 


It93  . 

179*^  - 

1795  - 

1796  - 
179T  " 

1798    - 


1799 

1600 
1801 
1609 


War  Taiei. 


Total." 


Permanent  Taxes. 

.     .     9»5,464    ^ - -  295,464^ 

-  l.«54,!267 -. l',294',2By 

•    •  1,343,157. ..-..--.--  1,34S,1!57 

^  1,3W,497    - ..-.--.  1,312,497 

.    -  3,064,598 ..--..-  3>064,5&8 

:     ^37  ^7'2JAidj*nd  Contributions  collected  iifsef  era!  ^        /^^^  7,«13,353 


^Convoy  t)uty,  on  dh  AVeraie >  .  o^/ofn 7 
V     oftwoyeirt   .    -    .    .**.^1,«1MM^ 

jincome  Duty,  on  ixi  -^^"^  f  <  005  qqA 


12S,093-^„^^^^^  --::■?;  '.      '       J.  6,553,154      6,68i^,«4f^ 

MncomeDuty,  onita  Average  >    33    003C 
C     of  three  years  -    -        -    ,  ^  i>,»**'^,sw*' j 

'     946^362 94i5,Sdt, 

-  I,d93,6^    ..---- l',993,62r 

•4,817,338 ..-.-.-.    ifiMfidS 

IT*/:' /4>i^  f  Customs  and  Extjise    .    .    -    7,391,954  >  .^^-^^ 

-1,101,236    Customs        -..'. -^04,674' 

-  I,3i6,7'7r  Projier^ 1,464,211 

...   .    .    Nil. 


*    1 QA  AAi^i  Cuwoms  aod^  Excise 
-     439,994'^^ 


NiU 


Property  -    -^ 


t,080 


lp03    .    - 

1604    -    - 
1105    -  ^ - 

1806  .'- 

1807  -    - 

(17>-Tliat  the  Officii  Valu^  of  alTInipdrts 
into  Great  Britain,  in  the  Yeareoding  5th  Jan. 
1803,.W9S  31,442^18  /. ;  and  on  an  Average  of 
Six  Yearsj  ending  the  5lh  Jao^  1803,  was 
98,419,626  L : 

That  tiie^OSclal  Vnhie  of  all  Imports  into 
Grciat  Britain^  in  the  Year  ending  5th'  Jan. 
1809|.  sujpposing  jthe  Imports^  from  the  East 
Indies  (or  which  no  A<^otint  bai  yet  been  made 
up)  to'be  the  wme  as  in  the  precedinjg  Year^ 
w^27,186»Q25  /.  and  on  an  Avera^  ofsix  years, 
ending  the  5th  Jan.  1809,  was  28,705,862/. 

(18.0--That  th^  Official  Value  of  British  Mn- 
Bufiictures;  exported  from  Great  Britain  in  the 
Year  ending  5th  Jan.  1803,  was  26^993.129/. ; 
mnd  pnun  Averaf^  of  six  yeat^,  ending' 5th  Jan. 
l»Od,  was  22,942,800  L  ; 

Tbu^be  Official  Value  of  British  Manhfac- 
tores  exported  iroot  Great  Britain  in  the  Year 
endingdth  Jan.  1809,  was  26,692»288 1 ;  and  Ob 
aa  Average  of  Six  Years,*  etidiog  5th  Jan. 
1800,  waf  ^$fn^4Ab  li 

And,  Thattbtf  lieal  Vahie  of  British  Manu- 
factures, ««ported-ia  the  Year  ending 5th  Jan. 
1863,'niay  be,eStiQ]ated8t46;56e,6e8  /.;  andih 
tbaYear  endiM5»h  Jan  1809v  at  40,881^671/. 

|0,_Tbat  the  Ot^mi  Val^e  ot  Fbrei^ 
iCerdiandiie  expeited  from  Great  Britain  in 
the  yiear  endini^  the  5th  of  Jan.  1668,^  was 
14,418,837  /.r and  o»i.a»  Aven^^of  Six  Years, 
~t>  of  Jao/180%  «rMtii^i61,3^; : 


12,583,260  . 

l',805,dia 
2,790,983 

6,3^2,152 


•I^J^ 


.- 35,025         809,105 

That  the  O^clal  V^alue  of  Irish  Produce  and 
Manufactures  exported  from  Great  Britain  in 
ttie  Year  ending  the  5th  of  Jon.  1609,  was 
464,404/.,  and  of  Foreign  Merchandize,  was 
7,398,803  L ;  and  on  an  Average  of  Three  Y^ars^ 
ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  1809,  the  Export  of 
Irish  Produce  was  362,952 /.,  and  of  Foreiga 
Merchandize,  8,43 1,332  /.  i 

(20.>-That  in  the  Year  ending  tbcf  5th  of 
Jan.  1B03,  the  Number  of  British  Vessels  en- 
tered Inwards  in  Great  Britain,  was  13,622 : 
their  Tonnage,  1,793,333  :  and  the  number  of 
ipen  employed  in  them,  108,669;— That  the 
Number  of  British  Vessels  cleared  Outwards- 
was  13,012;  their  Tonnage,  1,625,966,  and  tha 
Number  of  Men  employed  in  them,  102,427 : 

That  in'  the  Year  ending  the  5th  of  Jan. 
i!b03,  the  Number  of  Foreign  Vessds  entered 
Inwards  in  Gf eat  Britain,  was  3,733;  their 
Tonnage,  480,241 ;  and  the  Numbo*  of  Meo 
employed  in  them,  27,737  ^-*And  that  the 
^^umber  of  Foreign  Vessels  cleared  Outwaidi 
was  3,352;  their  Tonnage,  461,823;  and  thi 
Number  of  Men  employed  in  them,  26,749 : 

That  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  of  Jan. 
itoO,  the  Number  of  Britiw  Ships  entered  IfW 
Wards  in  Great  Britain,  was  11,305;  their  Ton* 
niige,  1>3 11 ,966^  and  the  Number  of  Men  era« 
ployed'  to  navij^ate  them,  82;617;*-That  th¥ 
Number  of  Bntish  Ships  cleared  Outwardly 
wai  11^917;  tlfdir  Tbuil^e;  l,^72»2ei;  $nd 
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the  Number  of:  Men  ef&pbved  tD  oafiftate 
them,  89,601: 

That  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  of  Jan. 
1809,  the  Number  of  Foreign  Ships  entered 
Inwards  in  Great  Britain,  was  1,926;  their 
Tonnage  383,6^7  ;  and  the  Number  of  Men 
employed  in  thtm  15,540;— That  the  Number 
of  Foreign  Ships  cleared  Outwards,  was  1,89« ; 
their  Tonnage  5582,145 ;  ond  the  Number  of 
Men  employed  in  ttiem  15,671 : 

(21.)— That  the  Number  of  British  Ships 
|)uilfrand  re^stered  in  the  several  Pons  of  the 
British  Empire,  in  the 

Year  ending  Tonnage. 

5th  Jan.  1803,  was  1,981  -  -  137,508 
5ih  Jan,  1804,  -  1,402  -  -  135,349 
5th  Jan.  1805,^  -  991  -  -  95,979 
5th  Jan.  1806,  -  966  -  -  89,975 
5th  Jan.  1807,  -  772  -  -,  69,198 
5tli  Jan.  1808,  -  770  -  .  68,000 
5th  Jan.  1809,  -  542  -  -  52.146 
(22.)— That  the  Total  Sum  to  be  provided  by 
Great  Britain;  within  the  year  1809,  majr  be 
estimated  as  follows ;  viz. 

Interest  of  Public  Funded  Debt, 
Charges  of  Mainagement  and  Sink- 
ing Fund  on  the  1st  Feb.  1809      -  38,848,999 

Interest,  Charges  of  Manase^ 
went,  &c.  to  be  paid  between  the 
1st  of  Feb.  1809  and  5th  of  Jan. 
JO  10,  on  Stock  created  in  the  pre- 
sent Session,  to  tlie  Amount  of 
«l,2r8,122/.,  after  deducting  In- 
tcrest  on  5  per-Cent.  :^797,  paid 

«*^>''**>o«t 809,000 

interest  of  Imperial  Loan  -  -  495,963 
Civil  Government  of  Scotland. 
Pensions  on  Revenue,  Militia  and 
Peserters  Warrants,  Bounties  for  ^ 
promoting  Fisheries,  &c.  estimated 
to  be  the  same  as  in  the  year  end- 
ing 5lh  Jan.  1809 1,301,139 

Charges  of  Ci^Uertion  and  Ma- 
nagement of  the  Revenue,  esti- 
mal  ^d  to  be  the  same  as  in  the  year 
fading  5th  January  1809     -    -    -    2,816,568 

Proportion  to  be  defrayed  by 
Groat  Britain  of  the  Civil  List  and 
mlmr  Charges  on  the  Consolidated 
Pqnd  of  Great  firitain,  estimated 
10  be  the  same  as  in  the  year  endinj^ 
tiih  of  Jan.  1809,  15/17ths  of 
a,4  05,552/.      •    -     ^    *    ,    -    -     l,2iO,193 

Supplies  voted  1809, 
for  Great   Britain    ex- 

|J^i«"«Jy, 1,927,070 

Supplies  voted  in  1809 
fcp  Great  Britain  and 
Jrehind,    51,934,212/. 

Bed  act  proportion  of 
Supplies  and  Civil  List 
to  be  defrayed  by  Ire-       -    ' 
land,  2/17tb8, 6,973,966      ' 

——45,660,246 

^  , ,      ,     .  47,587,324 

leaking  in  the  whole  the 

8am  of  .   .  - '-    <£.  83,0S9,186 


(23.)— That  the-  Funds  appTicable  to  £»- 
charge  the  Sam  to  be  provided  by  Great  Bri- 
tain for  the  year  1809,  may  be  estimsiad-M 
follows;  viz. 

The  Gross  Receipt  of  the  per- 
manent Revenue,  including  Taxes 
annually  voted,  after  decocting 
Drawbacks,  &c.  estimated  to  be 
the  same  as  in  the  year  ended  5th  ^. 

Jan.  1809      --.--...    40,976,07S 

War  Taxes,  appropriated  to  the 
Charge  of  Loans  1807  and  1809,        2,240,000 

Estimated  further  Produce,  to 
the  5th  Jan.  1810,  of  Taxes  im- 
posed in  1808     ......         350^060 

Estimated.  Prodace,  to  the  5tfa 
Jan.  1810,  of  Taxes  iiaposed  in 
the  present  Session       ....  52,500 

Small  Branches  of  the  Hei^ 
ditary  Revenue, and  ImprestMo.' 
nies  repaid,  estimated  to  be  the 
same  as  in  the  year  ended  5th  Jan. 
1809    ----.-----  «0V1S 

Lottery,  deductmg  the  propor-  * 
tion  for  Ireland  ......  300,000 

War  Taxes,  to  the  5th  April 
1810 19/)00,000 

Advance  to  Portugal,  to  be  re- 
paid    .........      ■    150,000 

Joan -  •  -     11,000,000 

Surplus  of  Ways  and  Means 
1808 2,757,352 

Exchequer  Bills  to  be  issued        '  7,510,700* 


Total    .....   -  .   c£>  84,545,34g 

(«4.)— That  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Public 
Funded  Debt  of  Ireland,  on  the  1st  of  Feb. 
1803,  including  36,268,667/.  Irish  Currency, 
funded  in  Great  Britain,  was  S9,541,S58iL  of 
which  2,146,794/.  had  been  purchased  by  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt,  leaving  a  Funded  Debt  onredeem- 
cd  of  37,394,464/.;  and  that  the  Amount  of 
Adnuities  payable  by  Ireland,  afVer  deduetii^ 
what  had  fallen  in,  iwas,  in  Annuities  for  JEives 
by  SunritoTship,  48,900/.  and  in  Aneukies  for 
terms  of  years  80,535/. 

(35.)— That  the  Amount  of  Unfunded  Debt 
and  Demands  outstanding  in  Ireland  oo  the 
5th  Jan.  1803,  was  1,499,687  L 

{36.)-*That  the  Tot^l  Amount  of  the  INibKc 
Funded  Debt  of  Ireland,  includii^  56,3t6,8»4/. 
funded  in  Great  Britain,  was,  on  the  Ist  oi 
Feb.  1809,  76,110,856/.  Irish  Currency,  of' 
which  9,008,899/.  had  been  purchased  by  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  Na> 
tional  Debt,  leaving  a  Funded  Debt  unre- 
deemed, of  67,103,037  /. ;  and  that  the  amount 
of  Annuities  pa3rable  by  Ireland  on  the  let  of 
Feb.  1800,  was  in  Annuities  for  Lives  by  Sur- 
vivorship 40,900/.,  and  in  Annuities  for  terms  of 
Years  168,736  /. ;  and  that  a  finrthei  Debt  wfl 
be  created  by  Loans  raised  in  the  present  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  amountMg  to  5,40OfiO0i^ 
Capital  Stock,  and  14>354/.  Looj^  Annuity. 
(37.>*-I1uit  the  Amouiit  of  Unfonded  D^Kn 
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■n^  Pemands  ontttooding  in  IreUuici,  od  tbe 
6ib  of  Jan.  1809,  was  570,744/. ;  and  that  a 
further  Unfuaded  Debt  will  be  created  by 
Luans  raised  io  the  present  Session  ofParlia- 
ttient,  amoonting  to  114,063  /. 
.  (28.)— That  ine  Animal  Charge  on  ncconnt 
of  Interest,  Management  and  Redemption  of 
tlie  Public  Funded  Debt  of  IreUnd,  including 
4Hi9^425/.  for  Annukiee,  was  on  the  1st  of  Feb. 
1iM)ft,  1,997,451  /.  and  on  the  1st  oi  Feb.  1809, 
^63,321  /.  including  317,626  /.  for  Annuities ; 
«Dd  that  a  further  Charge  has  incurred,  on  ac-> 
count  of  the  Sums  borrowed  in  the  present 
Session  of  Parliament,  of  264,000/. 

(29.) — ^That  the  variations  in  the  state  of  the 
Fublic  Debt  of  Iceland  between  the  1st  of 
Feb.  1808,  and  the  1st  of  Feb.  1810,  being 
seven  years  of  war,  may  be  estimated  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  Public  Funded  Debt  of  Ireland  unre* 
deemed,  which  on  the  Ist  of  Feb.  1803,  was 
37,394,464/.  Irish  currency,  will  amount  to 
fibont  70,700,000/.  after  deducting  1,800,000/. 
for  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund  during 
tfie  current  year ;  being  an  increase  of  the  Ca- 
pital Stock  of  about  S3,800/)00/. 

Hhe  Uafonded  Debts  and  Demandsoutstand- 
ing,  supposing  such  outstanding  Demands  on 
the  5th  of  Jan.  1810  to  be  equal  to  what  they 
were  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  1809,  will  amount 
tp  about  684,809/.;  being  a  diminution  of 
807,878/. 

(30. J — That  the  Sum  applicable  to  the  re- 
<leraption  of  die  Public  Funded  Debt  of  Ire- 
land, which  on  the  Ist  of  Feb.  1803  was 
464,198/.,  being  about  l/56th  part  of  the  unre- 
deemed Debt  tiien  existing,  was  on  the  1st  of 
Feb.  1800,  1 ,283,354/.  being  about  l/52nd  part 
of  the  Unredeemed  Debt,  and  may  be  esti- 
mated to  amount  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  1810  to 
about  1,396,000  /. 

(31.)— That  the  Total  Net  Payments  into 
the  Exchequer  on  account  of  the  Ordinary  Re- 
venue of  Ireland,  in  the  year  epding  5th  of 
Jan.  1803,  «ras  3,314,293/.  and  in  the  year 
«nding  the  5ih  of  Jan.  1809,  4,571,250/. 

(32.)--Tbat  the  Official  Value.of  aU  Imports 
into  Ireland,  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  Jan. 
1803,  was  6.087,741  /. :— And,  " 

That  the  Official  Value  of  all  Imports  into 
Ireland,  Jn  the  year  ending  the  5tn  of  Jan. 
1809,  was  7,129.507/. 

-  (33.)— Tl»at  the  Official  Value  of  Irish  Pro- 
duce and  Manufactures  exported  from  Ireland 
in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1803, 
was  4,876,070/.  and  the  Heal  \'ahie  thereof 
i!,876,817/.:— And, 

That  the  Official  Value  of  Irish  Produce  and 
Manufactures  exported  in  the  year  ending  the 
5th  of  Jan.  1809,  was  5,696,897  /.  and  the  Real 
Value  thereof  12,577,517  /. 

That  the  Official  Value  of  Foreign  Merchaii- 
diz6  exported  from  Ireland  in  the  year  -endine 
the  5th  of  Jan.  1803,  was  212,208/.;  and 
in  the  y^  ending  the  5tb  of  Jan.  1809, 
-^5,694/. 

(34.>rTbsU  the  Numbtr  of  Irish  Vessels 


Which  entered  Inwards  in  Ireland,  in  the  year 
ending  5th  Jan.  1803,  was  1,408;  their  'Ion-- 
nage,  98,101 ;  and  their  men,  7,001 :— Of  Brit- 
ish Vessels,  5,02(J;  their  Tonnage,  535,819; 
and  their  men,  31,805: — And  the  Number  of 
Foreign  Vessels,  36C  ;  iLeir  1  onnnge,  53,560; 
and  their  Men,  3,791. 

That  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  Jan.  1809, 
the  Number  of  Irish  Vessels  which  enter^  In- 
wards was  1,583;    thrir  Tonnape,   111,614;' 
and  their  men,  7,485 : — The  Number  of  British 
Vessels,  7,189;  their  Tonnage,  096,403 ;  and, 
their  men,  38,4  ?(3: — And  thcNumber  of  Fo-* 
reign  Vessels,  159;    tlieir  Tounage,  25,356; 
and  their  men  l,5u0. 

(35.)--Thnt  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Pnblic 
Expenditure  of  Great  Britain,  exclusive  of  the* 
Charge  of  Loan  raised   for  the  scr\'ice  of  Ire- 
land,  for  ten  years  ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  1803, 
comprising  the  uliole  period  of  the  War  lernUi- . 
nated  by  the  Peace  of  Amiens,  may  be  stated 
at  about  503,378,540/.;  whereof  17^,5^0,45*/. 
arose  from  the  Charge  of  the  Public  Funded 
and  Unfunded  Debt,  and  324,858,086  /.  from 
all  other  Services;  and  that  about  2^1,909,953/. 
was  raised  by  the  Ordinary  Revenue  and  inci- 
dental  Payments  of  diU'erent    kinds,    about: 
32,679,000/.   by  Extraordinary   War  Taxes, 
220,095,607/.   by  Additions    to    the    Publia, 
Funded   D^bt,   3,000,000/.   by   an   Advance 
from  the  Bank  without  Interest,  in  considera«> 
tion  of  the  renewal  of  the  Charter,  and  an  Ad- 
vance of  3,000,000  /.  from  the  Bank  in  1798, 
of  which  1,500,000/.  was  repaid  in  1803. 

(86.>—That  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Public 
Expenditure  of  Great  Britain,  exchwive  of  the ' 
Charge  of  Loans  raised  for  the  service  of  Ire- 
land, for  six  years  ending  the  5^  Jan.  1609^ 
being  the  six  first  years  of  the  present  War,  . 
may  be  stated  at  about  395,945,599  /. ;  whereof 
166,445,052/.aro6e  from  the  Charge  of  thePublic 
Funded  and  Unfunded  Debt,  and  22f),tO  1,647/. 
from    all    other   Services;     and    that    about 
224,403,222/.  has  been  raised  by  the  Ordinary  ' 
Re^^nue  and  Incidental  Payments  of  various 
kinds,   92,240,000 1   by  Extraordinary    War 
Taxes,  81,168,418  /.  by  Additions  to  the  Publio : 
Funded  Debt,  and  3,500,000/.  by  an  Advance 
without  Interest  from  the  Bank. 

(37.)— That  if  the  Sum  raised  by  War  Tflxef 
previously  to  the  Peace  of  Amiens,  had  beea 
added  to  the  Loans  of  each  year,  and  raised  at 
the  same  rate  at  which  such  Loans  were  actu- 
ally raised  in  each  year  respectively,  a  fur- 
tl»er  Charge  would  have  been  incurred,  of 
48,678,000/.  Capital  Stock,  and  1,850,000/. 
Annual  Charge  to  be  raised  by  Permanent, 
Taxes. 

(38.>— That  if  the  Sum  raised  by  War  Taxe^ 
during  the  first  six  years  of  the  present  War,' 
had  been  added  to  the  Loan  of  each  year,  and 
raised  at  thesflme  rateat  which  such  Loans  were 
actually  raised  in  each  year,  a  further  Charge 
wouM  have  been  incurred,  of  132,969,000/. 
Capital  Stock,  and  6,755,000  /.  Annual  Charge 
to  be  rained  by  Penoa9«ntTaxei. 
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Mr.  Iliakuaon  upon  the  main  view  of 
the  subject^  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
^nt.  in  his  Resolutions^  and  had  no  doubt 
but  our  resources,  notwithstanding^  all  the 
di(ijculties  undev  which  we  bad  been 
placed,  were  fully  adequate  to  e#ery  ex- 
ertion we  should  be  cailed  upon  lo  make 
for  the  honour,  defence  and  indepcadence 
of  the  country. 

The  preceding  Resolutions  were  then 
read  from  the  chair,  and  agreed  to. 

[PfiTiTioN  OF  Mr.  Atkins.]  Mr.  W, 
Smith  presented  a  Petition  from  Becher 
Westropp  Atkins,  late  Barrack  Master  in 
$andown  bay  division,  Isle  of  Wight;  set- 
ting forth,  "  That  the  Petitioner  served 
his  majesty  as  lieutenant  in  the  27tb  regi- 
ment of  infantry  in  the  WfSl  Indies,  during 
the  years  1797  and  1798,under  the  com- 
mand of  the  late  general  sir  Ralph  Aber-^ 
crombie,  who' conferred  upon  him  an  eu- 
signcy  in  that  regiment;  and.he  was  after- 
wards appointed  ^  barrack  master  in  the 
Isie  of  Wight ;  and  that,  in  the  eKecotion 
of  his  various  duties  in  that  capacity,  the 
petitioner  was  struck  witli  the  existence 
of  certain  abuses,  by  means  of  which  great 
•urns  of  the  public  money  were  improvi- 
dently  expended  ;  and  in  X)ecember  1 803 
he  submitted  to  the  then  Secretary  at  War 
apian  evidently  calculated  toefiect  great 
savings  to  th#  barrack  department,  and 
that,  owing  to  the  suggestions,  of  the  pe- 
titioner, very  great  retrenchments  took 
place  in  the  barrack  department;  and,' 
amongst  other  circumstances,  the  rent  of 
the  temporary  barracks  hired  upon  the 
part  of  government  were  reduced  nearly 
one  half,  and  others  given  up  as  usel\sss; 
and  that  at  the  time-  the  petitioner  was 
induced  to  point  out  the  above-mentioned 
abuse;!  to  the  Secretary  at  War  he  stated 
the  disagreeable  predicament  in  which 
such  a  proceeding  would  inevitably  place 
him  if  he  was  suffered  to  remain  under  the 
immediate  controul  of  those  who  were 
implicated  in  the  transactions  be  com- 
plained of,  and  upon  this  f^round  be  soli- 
cited a  removal  from  the  Jsle  of  W^ight  to 
a  similar  appointment  then  vacant  nt  Deal, 
but  such  solicitation  was  not  attended  to, 
and  he  was  left  singly  to  contend  against 
an  host  of  enemies,  whose  frauds  he  had 
been  the  means,  of  detecting,  and  a/ter  suf- 
fering various  mortifications  he  was  turned 
out  of  his  situation,  having  a  numerous 
family  to  support,  without  even  having 
been  acquainted  with  any  accusation  al- 
ledged  against  him;  and  that  the  peti- 
tivner  was  informed  at  length  through  ano* 
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tber  ohannol,  that  the  «a«Mt  of  his  dismiasal 

was  an  affidavit  produced  against  him  by 
a  proprietor  o^  one  of  the  bams  then  hired 
by  government  a^  a  t£mporary  barrack, 
su^  about  to  be  given  lyp,  at  the  pati- 
tioner's<  recommencUtion,  on  account  of 
a<i  exorbitant  rent  paid  £»r  it;  and  tha 
petitioner  being  dented  the  advantage  of  a 
fnr  trial,  he  instantly  adopted  the  otAj 
means  in  his  power  of  rebutting  sach  affi- 
davit, namely,by  a  counter  affidavit;  and 
the  petitioner  conceives  that,  if  an  infer- 
ence Is  to  be  drawn  out  of  these  affida?its> 
printed  by  order  of  the  last  parliament,  hit 
character  will  stand  acquitted,  tnjUfnuck 
as  those  in  his  iavour  are  the  joint  deposi- 
tions of  three  persons,  and  state  a  con- 
nected chain  of  circumstances,  wbereas 
the  one  exhibited  against  him  is  the  asser- 
tion of  an  individual,  avowedly  his  enemy, 
s^nd  an  intere^^tcd  person;  and  that  the 
petitioner  humbly  requests  a  (air  and  open 
mvestigation,  wberepn  he  uudertakea  not 
only  to  niuiifeat  his  own  innocenoe,  hot 
to  substantiate  charges  of  a  ntoet  crnniBai 
nature  against  one  or  more  penont  trha 
are  now  unworthily  filling  situations  of 
public  trust ;  and  that  by  reference  to  the 
Fourth  Report  of  the  Commissionen  of  Mili- 
tary Enquiry,  it  will  appea^greatrentaare 
paid  for  buildings  or  barna,  and  re^prdiag 
which  there  is  contradictory  evidenca; 
and  that  the  petitioner  offered  to  «iiWtan- 
tiate  the  above  charges  upon  oath  before 
the  commissioners  of  military  enquiry,  bol 
as  that  tribunal  would  not  acceae  to  the 
proposal  of  the  petitioner,  to  allow  jiim  to 
be  present  at  examination  of  witnesses,  or 
permit  counsel  on  his  behz^lf,  or  allow  him 
to  call  on  such  evidence  as  the  petHionor 
requested,  and  which  he  conceived  oeces-^ 
sary,  he  was  deprived  of  all  reasonable  ex- 
pectatjpn  or  hope  of  redress,  and  conse- 
quently he  was  induced  to  decline  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  charges;  and 
praying  that  the  House  will  take  his  imi- 
fortunatccase  intoconsideration,  and  a&rd 
him  such  relief  as  the  justice  thereof  shall 
be  thought  to  require." 

The  Petition  was  reaid  and  ordered  ia 
lie  upon  the  table* 


HOUSE  OF  lords; 


[The  Loans  Cqiuussioners'  Sfbbcs.] 
The  Lord  Chancellor  stated  to  their  lord- 
sUipSk  that  the  Lords  ComoiissioQers  ap- 
pointed by  the  king,  had  received  two 
commissions  from  his  msgesty^  signed  bf 
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his  own  hand,  one  for  giving  the  royal  as- 
nent  to  a  bill  agreed  to  by  both  houses 
of  parliament,  and  the  other,  for  pro- 
roguing the  parliament  After  reaaing 
the  first  of  which,  the  Lords  Commission- 
ers, viz. ;  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  and  the  earls  of 
Camden,  Dartmouth,  and  Westmoreland, 
took  their  seats  on  the  woolsack.  The 
Lords  Commissioners  then  desired  the  at- 
tendance of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
House  of  Lords  to  hear  his  majesty^s  gra- 
cious communication.  On  the  Speaker's 
appearance  at  the  bar,  and  about  forty 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

The  Lord   Chancelidr  in  his  majesty's 
name  delivered  the  following  Speech. 
"My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  We  are  commanded  by  his  majesty 
to  acquaint  you,  that .  his  majesty  has 
great  satisfaction  in  being  enabled,  by  the 
;itate  of  public  business,  to  release  you 
from  your  laborious  ^attendance  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

^'  His  majesty  doubts  not,  that  on  your 
return  into  your  respective  counties,  you 
will  carry  with  you  a  disposition  to  incul- 
cate, both  by  instruction  and  example,  a 
spirit  of  attachment  to  those  established 
laws  and  that  happy  constitution,  which 
it  has  ever  been  his  majesty's  anxious 
wish  to  support  and  to  maintain,  and  upon 
which,  under  Providence,  depend  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  this  kingdom. 
'*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

"  We  have  it  in  command  from  his  ma- 
jesty to  thank  you  for  the  liberal  provision 
which  you  have  made  for  the  services  of 
the  present  year ;  and  to  express  the  satis- 
faction which  his  majesty  derives  from 
your  having  been  enableci  to  provide  for 
those  services  without  any  great  and  im- 
mediate addition  to  the  burthens  upon  his 
people. 

''  His  majesty  partrtularly  commands  us 
to  acknowledge  your  prompt  attention  to 
his  wishes,  respecting  an  increased  pro- 
vision for  the  poorer  clergy ;  an  object  in 
the  highest  degree  interesting  to  his  ma- 
jesty's feelings,  and  deserving  the  favour- 
able consideration  of  Parliament. 
''  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*'  The  atrocious  and  unparalleled  act  of 
violence  and  treachery  by  which  the  Ruler 
of  France  attempted  to  surprijse  and  to  en- 


slave the  Spanish  nation,  while  it  has  ex- 
cited in  Spam  a  determined  and  unconquer* 
able  resistance  against  the  usurpation  and 
tyranny  of  the  French  government,  has,  at 
the  same  time,  awakened  in  other  nations 
of  Europe  a  determination  to  resist,  by 
a  new  e£R>rt,  the  continued  and  increasing 
encroachments  on  their  safety  and  inde-» 
pendence. 

"  Although  the  uncertainty  of  all  hu« 
man  events,  and  the  vicissitudes  attendant 
upon  war,  forbid  too  confident  an  expecta*^ 
tion  of  a  satisfactory  issue  to  the  present 
struggle  against  the  common  enemy  of 
Europe,  his  majesty  commands  us  to  con^ 
gratulate  you  upon  the  splendid  and  im« 
portant  success  which  has  recently  crowQi* 
ed  the  arms  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
under  the  able  and  distinguished  conduct 
of  his  Imperial  Highness  the  Archduke 
Charles. 

<<  To  the  efforts  of  Europe  for  its  own 
deliverance,  his  majesty  has  directed  ui 
to  assure  you,  that  he  is  determined  to 
continue  his  most  strenuous  assistance  and 
support,  convinced  that  you  will  agrea 
with  him  in  considering  that  every  exer- 
tion for  the  re-establishment  of  the  inde- 
pendence and  security  of  other  nations,  is 
no  less  conducive  to  the  true  interest,  than 
it  is  becoming  the  character  and  honour 
of  Great  Britain." 

Then  a  Commission  for  proroguing  tha 
Parliament  was  read;  after  which  tha 
Lord  Chancellor,  byvirtue  of  his  majesty's 
commission,  prorogued  the  Parliament  to 
Thursday  the  10th  day  of  August  next. 


HOUSP  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednciday,  June  21 . 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half  past 
three :  and  shortly  afterwards  a  Messa^ 
was  brought  by  the  deputy  Usher  of  the 
black  rod,  requiring  tne  attendance  of 
the  House  at  the  bar  of  the  House  ot 
Peers,  to  hear  his  majesty's  commission 
read .  The  Speaker,  attended  by  the  whole 
house  went  up  forthwith.  On  their  return, 
the  Speaker  read  a  copy  of  the  Speech  de- 
livered by  the  Lords  Commissioners :  afler 
which,  the  members  separated.  —  Thus 
ended  the  Third  Sessi(Mi  of  the  Fourth 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQiC 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


APPENDIX. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


A  ?  p.  ?  It  m  3^ 


TO  THE- 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 

.  VOL.  XIV. 


FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  OF  GRI;AT  BRITAIN, 

lok  THE  YEAR  ENDEJd'fIFTH  OF  JANuArY  iSog. 


t.  Public  Income p.  i^  ii 

II. Consolidated    Fund iii-^x 

III.  Arrears  and  Balances*  •  •  •  x — xii 
ly.  Trade  and  Navigation  . . .  .xiiiyxiv 


CLASS 

V.  Pu  BLic  Expenditure  •  •  •  •  xy — xxx 

VI.  Public  funded  DeiIt.  .xxxi-xxxiv 

Vri. Unfundrd  Debt..'.',  xkxv,  xxxvi 

VII J.  Disposition  of  G rants xxxvii-^viii 


L— PUBLIC  INtOM£. 


Aeads tnritEVsiive.   ' 


ORDINARY  revenues. 

Ferm&nent  and  Annual  Tares. 

Costoms... ••-. 

Excise 

Stamps 

I.and  and  Assessed  Taxes  

Post  Office  : 

1 «.  in  the  £.  on  feusi«ns  and  Salaries  .... 
6d,  in  the  J^.  on  Pensions  and  Salaries  ... 

Hackney  Coaches i 

ii^wkers  and  Pedlars ». 

Total  Pennanent  and  Annual  Diities . . 
Small  Branches  qf  the  Heridiiafy  Beverme, 

Alienation  Fines '....; 

Post  Fines 

Seizures 

Comi^okitions 

Froff(^rs   ..a..» ••••.. 

Crown  Lands f...... 


6rc»l  KevAMie. 


X.        s. 

9»2K13l     0 

19,88V  15     9 

4,8at^65     2 

7,606,?  9a  18 

1^96,251     « 

63,465  13 

62.013  14 

5^,^53  19 

14,005  11 


d, 
0 

'4 
l« 

6 


Extraordinary  Retourtes* 


S  ^ustoms 
iTEicise  , 


\PropertyTar 

[Arrears  of  Income  Duty,  <tc. 


Lottery,  Net  Profit — one  third  Cor  Ireland 
Monies  paid  on  Accotnt  of  the  Interest  of 

Loans  raised  for  the' Service  of  Ireland  ... 
Oil  Account'of  the  Commissioncts,  appointed 

for  issuing  Exchequer  Bills  for  Grenada 
Surplus  Fees  of  Regulated  Pwblic  Offices  . 
From  the  Receivers  Generi!  of  the  Counties, 

on  Account  of  Militia  Fines  ....... 

Monies  paid  on  Account  6f  the  Surplus 

Revenue  of  the  Isle  of  Man  • 

Imprest  ^oney  repaid  by  Public  Accountants 

Other  monies  paid  to  the  Public  

Total,  independent  of  Loans  ..., 
Loans  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  in  Part  of 

«£.  10,500,000  inciudins  «^.9,500,000  for 

Ireland  ; '...'•.': ,..*..*•. 

Granb  Total ., 


9,044    6 

936  IQ 

3,733  11 

-^      3  10 

680    8 

50,72'!     9 


2»784,544  4 

6376,798  17 

1]»398,134  16 

15,4«7  1 

4iSU250  0 

2,055,lt3  6 


1 


0; 
0 

10. 

H 


Paynicati  iaio  Kxchcquer^ 


7,726^116 

18,182,174 

4^695,871 

7,789,816 

1,268,536 

65,136 

61,264 

126,347 

11,4T5 


s.      d 
19    9i 
12 
»  1 
19 

.a   H 
U 

16    5i 
0    0 


'3 


43,132>94    4    2j}39,896,^39  16    8j  36,9j;9,714  19    H 

««"«12,000    0    0- 


£, 

6428,979 

17,947,897 

4,536,3  H 

6,909,788 

1,076,000 

62,456 

60,784 

96,029 

11,475 


*,    d. 
11   III 
9    -61 
19  10 

u  e^ 

0    0 

$  u 

0  0 
0  0 
0     0 


68,907 
56>12* 


14374  13    4, 


4,045    8 

191,040  13 

228     7 


1 


10,1022620  15 


11336 

5.940 

3.733 

3 

680 

87,447 


to    9 

10  2i 

11  7} 
10    0 

8  10 
4  10{ 


2368.850  17    ^ 

6,827,510     1  10* 

11.120,131  10    7} 

14,020  11 


438,619  11 

2355.123    6 

68307    6 
56»]  29    1 


'7,200    S    8 


3,733 

3 

680 

94^209 


II    7* 

10    » 

8  10 

18    4 


9368350  17 

6,809315    * 

11.120,131  10 

15.020  11 


438.619  11     6 
2,055.12$    6    1 


14.874  13  4 

4JH5    8  1 

191,040  13  8| 

998    7  0 


67.054318    9    1    63326^563    1  !€{ 


10,102,620  15    6 


77,157,238-17    7^73, 199,183  17    4J  70,165,943     1     9§ 


68307    6 
56.199    } 


14374  13  '4 

4w045    •  1 

191,040  IS  ^ 

928    <7  0 


60363329    6    ^ 


10,1093^  t5    6 
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▼ii]  PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Great  B^itai^. ^CoMolidaUd  Fmid.  [viii 

Jti  Jccatmt  of  the  Net  Product  ofaU  tke  Permanent  Taxes  of  Great  Beitaie  ; 


CONSOLIDATED  CUSTOMS 

•  ••.  Ditto EXCISE 

--.-Ditto STAMPS     

INCIDENTS.    . 

Houtct  and  Windowt    1758  , 

'    Ditto 174M5  . 

*-Iahabited  Houses    , 1778 

Horses  for  Riding 1785 

**Male  Seryants •„•... 

4  Wheeled  Carriages ^ 

t     Ditto ^ 

Waggons  ., ^ 

Cartt 

Female  Servants   ...,'. .'.'  *.' .',*".  1 ...  ^ ', 

Hackney  Coaches  and  Chain  1711  &  1784  , 

^d,  per  jS,  oq  Pensions   .....-, 

1*»    Ditto Salaries    

Letter    Money    •..-i 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars 

Seizures ,. 

Proflers 

CompositioDi  III.., I 

Fines  aad  Forfeituies , 

Kent  of  a  Lighthouse    

Ditto  ..  Alum  Mines 

Alienation  Duty 

Lottery  Licences '.'.' 

Legaaes , , 

Quarantine  Duty  ......••.- 

Canal  and  Dock  Duty -,,•»,.. 

-^.  10  percent 1793  . 

-Hail- Powder  CcrtiAcAtes 1795, 

;  Horse  Dealers'  Licences 1796. 

■  ^.  10  per  Cent    

*  Hones  for  Riding. , 

t  Jf.  SO  per- Cent >. 1797  , 

Male  Servants  .•....•.....,...,..,.«...,. 
'  Additional  Astesied  T«xcs  '.V-V.V.V.Vl798'! 

Houses  and  Windows  

'  Inhabited  Houses .V-V. '."'.", 

•  Horses  foe  Ridings ""] 

Ditto....  Husbandry 

Male  Servants    ..^ 

4  Wheeled  Carriages lll.llllll, 

9 Ditto 

Dogs, 


Armorial  Bearings  •«•.. 
Horses  for   Husbandry 
Ditto   ....    Riding    ... 
Houses  and  Windows 
Inhabited  Houses  ..«.., 

Horses  for  Riding 

•  Ditto  ....  Husbandry    . 

Male  Servants  — 

4  Wheeled  Carriaget  .. 

9    ....   Ditto     

Dogs. 


1801 


180S 


Houses  and  Windows    1804. 

Inhabited  Houses 

Horses  for  Riding 

Ditto  .  and  Mules  •....,.... 

MaleServanu ,., 

Carriages J. ...^ 

Dogs .V-./...V  V 


In  Uie  Tear  Mdcd  5  Jan.  laee. 

5Chjao.  nOBi 

£.      i.    d.. 

£.       s,   d.         1 

3,357,3^  11  10 

S;257,427  13    0| 

15,544,304    0    0 

15|505.080     2    6 

4,203,046     1     4  1 
i 

4,476,838     3    3 

1 

6    2    9 

•         •        •        < 

,102  12    M 
185     7    8i 

17   12    8* 

18   15    0 

101    10    44 

22    14     1   * 

70     0    0 

303   19    7f' 

17     0    0 

35     0    0 

7    0    0 

m                ^                m 

0     6    0 

0   18    0 

18     6-0 

.        •        « 

0    3    9 

27.5<4    0    0 

^6.029     0    0 

7t,3^2    0    0 

34,764     0    0 

60.544    6     1 

.40,823     0    0 

1,084,816    9    24 

1,080,000     9  m 

^9,300    0    0 

12,125     0    0 

8k645  16     1 

3,733  11     n 

5>0    3    7 

680     8  10 

-      2    0    0 

3  10    0 

9p2     1     0 

1,32119  '2 

6  13    4 

6   13    4 

960    0    0 

816     0,0 

.  a,634  10    8 

.7,200     8,8 

.  6,371     1     8 

4,879  17    7 

65,138    2     9 

54,594     0   J> 

.  9,605  19  10 

11.445     3.0i 

25,469  14    5} 

29,117   15    6 

-        k        . 

10  16.0 

4.983    4    04 

145     tS| 

1,624    6  10 

0  14    0- 

.i— 

2  12    «- 

.. 

310    4    Oi 

•^ 

14     1     3 

.— 

2,888  11     524' 
2,111   19    7| 

— 

538      1     6 

2,153     8  lU 

104     8     6 

3,209    2     1 

413  13     0 

2,349    9     0* 

209   12     0 

1,601  10    0 

158     4    0 

1,967    5    7 

748     0     0 

708  16  10| 

134     4    0 

790  13    0 

128   14     0 

4,499  18    9} 

l,3l5      1     3 

... 

6     0     0 

la    7    71 

8    19     4| 

20,124    6  10 

10,^24     5     4i 

10,162    9    7 

5,787   16     d 

17,572  14  lOj 

6,063   18     44 

11,524  12  11 

15,838   13     7 

8,186    3    9| 

4v79a  16^  Hi 

11,814    4    8 

4,900   IS     « 

4v026  11  10  : 

1,714     8.   8 

7,403  14    3 

6.076  19     4 

1,903,054  14    9 

1,4S3,I89     5     ^. 

671,320    7.  IJ 

625,088      8   11: 
578,918  19  10; 

671,285    6    8 

522,322    4  lOJ 

402,370  19     4* 

351,720    7    H 

303,791    15     a 

363,826    4    4| 

3Mrj09  10     4i 

134,290  13  11            110,1  U  19     l{ 

Digitized  by  V^ 

lOOQie 

taken  for  Two  i  ears,  Aiding  respectkely  oth  January  18O&  and  5ih  JdnuafyVioy. 


Hair   pQ^r^er  Ccrtiiicatei  „ f 

Hprs^  J^alers' *  Licencci  , 

Armorial  Bearings 

Goodi  and  Wares 1805 

British  Spirits 1806 

J£.  10  per  Cent. 

Assessed  Taxes   1868 

Surplus  of  Duties'AnnuaUy  granted^  -  Sugar  aod' Malt  ... 

after  discharging  £,  3,000,000     J  Malt    

Ezcbequdr  Bills  charged  thereon.  ^  Tobacco     


I  f 


Sugar  dnd  Malt . 


Duties  granted  to  discharge    \L^f^*° 
J£,  3,000,000  Exchequi?r  Bins  J  5*^  L'V 


•<R*gbd'th«^febn. 


J  Malt 

on  I'ensions . 
Vl*.  Ditto  ....  Salaries  . 
^Pensions,  Offices,  Sic, 


In  the  Yean  ended  5  Jan.  J  806 


£,  s.     <l 

8;«57  ^  8 


28,291 
239,628 


335,968  7  '^ 


1,024,634  19  9i 

1,038,318  0  0 

263,553  0  0 


39,206,113  9  2|; 

1,845,707  8  3 

180,447  0  0 

*8,7£{0  0  0" 


34,241,047  17  5J 


5tb  Jan.  1809* 


£.  /. 

59.W2  7 

9,716  1 

34,200  5 

272,099  3 

497,540  0 

428;41«  2 

1,214,4M  15 


2,376,507 

298,591 

174,862 

26,000 

18,615 

13,000. 


11 
0 


511,493  5  5{ 
762,076  0  0 
162,470  0  0 


32,380,212  15  ^, 


0 
0 
0 
0 


35,287,788  2  tO 


'ill.— ARRJEARS  AND  BALANCtS. 


HEADS  AND  TOTALS  ot  t^bsji  ACCOUNTS. 


£. 


Arrean  due  on  the  5th  January  1809,  from  the  Officers  of  the  5  Present  Collectors  .  41,398    6 
Customs  iii  Englaud,  &c ,.  J  Late  Collectors....     1,867    8 

Arrears  due  on  ditto  from  the  Officers  of  the  Customs  in  Scot* 5  Late  Collector ....         76  19 
land,&c "J  Present CoUcctoTS.  29,828  11 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  fron»  the  Officers  of  Excise  in  England;  'Ice 46,223  1 0 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Officers  of  Excise  in  Scotland,  &c. ••...     3,613  12 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Distributors  of  Stamps  in  Grtat  Briuin,  ice 47,807    4 

Balances  in  the  Hands  of  the  Distributors  of  Stamps  in  Great  Britain,  &c 78,978    1 

Arrears  due  on  the  5th  of  January  1809,  from  the  Receivers  Genenl  of  the  Land 
and  Assessed  Taxes  in  Great  Britain,  &c • 395,468    7 

Arrears  due  on  the  5th  January  1 809,  frem  the  Ofllccrs  of  the  Post  J  IrrecoveraWet .«..     4,289  12 

Office  in  Great  Britain,  &c .....v'..^...  jRecovcrables   ....     3,494     1 

^  Balances  in  the  Hands  of  the  Deputy  Postmasters  in  Great  Britain,  ace.  5ih  January  1809  82,661  19 

balances  due. on  the  5th  January  1809,  from  the  Receivers  6f  (he  Land  Revenue  of 
thcCrown  for  England,  ^cc • « 

Balances'  due  on  Ditto  from  the  Receivers  of  the  Land  Revenues  of  the  Crown  for 

Wales,  Uc , None, 

*  ^(dount^  delivered  into  the  Office  of  the  Comptrolfers  of  the  Accounts  of  the^ 


d, 
1 

% 

9 

6 

7 

Ik 
9i 
9* 


None. 


,ltc , , (N9Ttmajtive»;) 
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[xii 


Idit  of  Officers  and  Departments  whose  Accounts  are  Audited  hy  the  Commisskmcrs  far 
Audiling  the  Public  Accounts  ;  viz. 


Cashier  of  the  Baok  of  England. 

Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National 

Debt. 
Secretary  to  tlie  said  Commissioners. 
Cashier  of  the  South  Sea  Annuities. 
Paymasters  of  Exchequer  Bills. 
Inspector  of  Tontine  Certificates. 
Cashier  of  Bank,  Loans  ^nd  Lotteries. 
Secreury  for  Contingent  Expcnces  of  Lottery. 
Chamberlain  of  London,  Orphans  Fund. 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy. 
Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance. 
Treasurer  of  Navy  Bills  funded. 
Treasurer  of  Ordnance  Bills  funded. 
Inspector  of  Roads  in  North  Britain. 
Paymaster  General  of  the  Army. 
Agent  to  the  Out-  Pensioners  of  Chelsea  HospttaL 
Barrack,  Commissioners  of. 
Paymaster  of  Widows  Pensions. 
Receiver  General  of  the  Customs     ....  Cash. 
Comptroller  General  of  tiie  Customs  ....  General. 
Commissioners  for  Licensing  Hawkers  U  Pedlars. 
Receiver  General  of  Revenues  arising  by  licensing 

Hackaey  Coaches  and  Chairs. 
Receiver  of  the  Customs^  Isle  of  Man. 
Receiver  General  of  the  Sumps  ,•••  Cash. 


Comptroller  General  of  the  Stamps  . . .  GeneiaL 

Receiver  General  of  the  Post Cash. 

Comptroller  General  of  the  Post  ....  GeneraL 

Military  Asvlum  Treasurer. 

Military  College  Treasurer. 

Receiver  of  the  Civil  List  Deduction. 

Receiver  of  the  1 2i.  Deduction, 

Receiver  of  the  First  Fruits  of  the  Clergy. 

Rece  v%r  of  the  Tenths  of  the  Clergy. 

Keeper  or  Clerk  of  the  Hanapcr. 

Paymaster  of  American  Pensions. 

Paymaster  of  Allowances  to  Toulonese  Emignoti. 

Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  Household. 

Master  of  the  Robes. 

Master  of  the  Horse. 

Master  of  the  Mint. 

Warden  of  the  Mint. 

Solicitor  to  the  Treasury. 

Comptroller  and  Cashier  of  the  Stationary  Office. 

Surveyor  of  Somerset  Place. 

Agents  for  Cape  Breton. — Bahama  Islands.*— Nev 
Brunswick.  —  Prince  Edward  Island — Upper 
Canada  — Newfoundland. — Nova  Scotia. — New 
South  Wales. — Regimental  Infirmaries. — Payio; 
AUowaoces  t*  let'ued  and  officiating  Chaplains  d 
the  Army.— -Volunteer  Corpt . 


List  of  Persons  Accountable  before  the  Commissioners  for  Auditing  Mc.  Public  Accoithts, 
for  Money  hnprested  on  Account  of  Extraordinary  Services : 


Barrack  Masters  General  Abroad. 

Deputy  Barrack  Masters  General. 

Contractors  for  Victualling  His  Majesty's  Forces. 

Contractors  for  remitting  Money  for  Pay  of  Extras 

of  the  Forces. 
Contractors  for    furnishing    Camps  with   Bread, 

Wood,  Straw,  and  Forage. 
Commissaries  General,  Deputy  Commissaries  for 

the  Purchase  and  Issues  of  Stores. 
Commissaries  of  Accounts. 
Engineers,  for  Monies  received  out  of  the  Extraor- 

dinaries  of  the  Forces. 
Governors  of  Islands  or  Provinces,   and  Lieut. 


vtz. 


Governort  thereof! 
Commanders  m  Chief,  for  Contiofeociet. 
Paymasters  of  n'ovincial  Forces. 
Purveyon  of  Hospitals. 
Quaner  Masters  General,  and  Deputy  Qpanm 

Masters  GeneraL 
Supcrinteridants,  &c  of  Indian  Affiurs. 
Secretaries  to  Govemon« 
Secretaries  to  Commanders  in  Chief, 
acrk  of  the  House  x>f  Comment,  for  printing  ibe 

Journals. 
MiUtary  Canal,  Paymasters  of  Works. 


N.  B.— Any  Person  to  whom  Money  may  be  lAiprestcd  on  Account  for  Extraordinary  Serrkti 
(not  relating  to  the  Navy  or  Ordnance)  becomes  a  Public  Accountiuit,  and  is  compellable  to  pm 
an  Account  iiS  this  Office. 


This  Class  also  contains^ 

Lilt  of  Accounts  Delivered  Over  by  the  late  Commissioners  for  Auditing  the  Public  Accounts  to  Thr 
Commissioners  appointed  for  the  like  Purpose  under  the  46th  Geo.  3 ;  and  of  the  Accouou  since  re- 
ceived ipto  the  Audit  Office,  Somerset- Place,  or  since  received  into  the  Office  of  the  taid  Cocnm^- 
oners,  which  have  niither  been  Audited,  Stated,  or  Declared ;— completed  to  the  5ih  of  \waax* 
1809.  . 

List  of  Accounts  Delivered  Over  by  the  Late  Commissioners  for  Auditing  the  Public  Accounts  to  Tbi 
Commissioners  appointed  for  the  like  Purpose  under  the  46th  Gqo.  3 ;  and  of  the  Accounts  tioce  re- 
ceived into  the  Audit  Office,  Somerset- Place,  or  since  received  into  the  Office  of  the  said  Comse* 
sioners,  which  have  been  either  Stated  or  Declared ;  so  far  as  any  Balances  appear  to  be  now  ow^aj 
to,  or  from,  the  Public,  upon  any  such  Accounts ;— completed  to  the  5th  January  1809. 
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[xiv 


IV.— TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Value  of  all  Imports  into,  and  all  Exports //-om  Great  Biiitain, /or  Three  Years, 

ending  the  5th  January  1  SOp. 


Year  ending  5th  Jan.  1807 

, 1808 

1809 


OFHCUL  VALUE  of 
IMPORIS. 


FroilU- 

Europe,  Africa, 

tnd  America. 


From 

East  iDdiei  and 

CkiM. 


OFflClAU  VALUE  of 
EXPORTS. 


Brilish 

Produce  ARd 

Manufactures. 


Foreign 
MCTchaDdixe. 


£•  £  £*  £ 

25,089,136         3,746*771        27,402,635  9,124,499 

25,453,149         3,401,509        25,171,422  9,395,149 

23,784,516    |  ♦  26,692,288  7,863,207 

Note — The  Actual  Value  of  British  Produce  and  Manufactures  Exported  from  Great  £, 
.  Briuin,  agreeably  lo  the  Prices  Current,  and  to  the  Declarations  of, the  Ex- 
porters, was,  in  the  Year  eading  the  5th  January  1809 .40,881,671. 

*  The  Account  of  Imports  from  the  East  Indies  and  China  cannot  yet  be  given. 
[The  Appendixes  state  the  specific  Articles] 


Number  ofV^ssj.hS^  'with  the  Amount  of  their  Tonnage,  which  have  been  Annuallj/  Built  and 
Registered  in  the  several  Ports  of  the  BKiTnii  Empire,  (except  Ireland  J  between  5th  Jan, 
18(X)  and  5th  Jan.  I8O9. 


1    SHIPS. 

TONS. 

In  the  Year  1806 

...       772 

69,198 

In  the  Year  1807,  being  the  Account  delivered  last  Year,  and  now  corrected 

In  the  Year  1808   

...       770 
...       542 

68,000 
52,146 

Number  of  Vessels,  with  the  Amount  o/"^Aeir  Tonnage,  and  the  Number  of  Men  and  Boys 
usually  employed  in  Navigating  the  same,  which  belonged  to  the  several  Forts  o/Me  British 
Empire,  in  the  Years  ISO6,  1807,  and  1808. 


1806. 


England  ., 
Guernsey  ,. 
Jersey    .... 

Man 

Plantations 
Scotland     ., 
Ireland  .... 


14,877 

108 

68 

398 

2,867 

2,788 

1,076 


Total 


1,786,692 

10,193 

6,485 

9,568 

183,800 

211,431 

55,543 


118,089 

1,351 

543 

2,298 

13,244 

15.415 

5,081 


1307. 


15,087  1,797,182 


106 
77 

390 
2,917 
2,615 
1,098 


9,927 

6,891 

9,373 

184,794 

216,553 

56,901 


119,631 

993 

552 

2,259 

13,565 

15,658 

5,217 


1808, 


I  SHIPS.  TONS. 


15,327 

110 

66 

381 

3,0«6 

2,592 

1,104 


22,182  2,263,714  156,021    22,290  2,281,621  157,875 '22,646  2,324,819  157,105 


1,833,971 

10,850 

5,429 

9,23' 

194,423 

211,950 

58,959 


119,881 

1,061 

500 

2,216 

13,081 

15,042 

5,324 


Number  of  Vessv^ls  with  the  Amount  of  their  Tonnage,  SfC,  which  entered  Inwards  and 
cleared  OvTWAUD^,  in  the  several  Ports  of  Gke at  Brit aiv ,  from,  or  to,  all  Parts  of 
the  World,  between  the  5th  January  1 8O6,  and  the  5th  January  1 8O9. 


nnrARDs. 

OUTWARDS. 

'               BRITISH. 

FOREIGN.             ^1 

BHITrSH. 

FORtlGN.                   ^ 

ENG- 
LAND 

SHIPS. 

9,456 
8,590 
3,969 

2,662 
2,623 
2,336 

TONS. 

MEN. 

SHIPS. 

3,358 
3.712 
1,831 

435 

375 

95 

TONS. 

MEN.' 

SHIPS. 

9,789 
8,924 
9,430 

2,462 
2,504 
2,487 

TONS. 

M^^. 

SH  IVS- 

TONS.        j     MEN. 

1806  . 

1807  . 

1808  . 
SCOT. 

LAND. 

1806  . 

1807  . 

1808  . 

1,939.528 
1,196,872 
1,109.090 

243,136 
239,795 
202,876 

72,777 
69,544 
69,060 

16.211 
15,453 
13,j57 

551,104 
626,603 
270,862 

61,800 
53,541 
12.795 

27,798 
29,406 
14,851 

3,556 

3,032 

689 

1,258,903 
1,190,232 
1,153,409 

227,399 

233,871 
218,8.52 

78,596 
73,8  IF 
74,369 

15,961 
13,90'-' 
15.232 

3,249 
3. 630 
1,821 

210 

216 

71 

538,700 
600,840 
'272,104 

29,470 
31,070 
10,041 

27,900 
29,685 
13,116 

1,762 

1,726 

555 
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xv]         .    PARIrf;  ACCOUNTS.— Great  Bnir AUi.-^Siipli<{Expenditfij;e, 

v.— PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE. 


D^n 


■  I  ■■<■  *  »H.U      J.  >  . 


I.  Interatl,  ate  oo.U)6  Pennancot  Debt  of 
GrQ:ttBrit4M)»  unredeemed,  App.  (A.) 

Charges  of  Management    ••... 

Reduction  of  the  National  Debt 


II.  Interest  on  Ej^ihequer  Bills,  (B.)  . .. . 
lU.  TheCiTilLiMyCC)  

I  Courts  of  Justice  . 


IV. 


^  Otb«r  Charges 

on  the 

Consolidated 

Fund,  viz. 


V.  Civil  Government  of  Scotland,  (D.).... 
VI.  Other  Fajmems  in  Anticipation,  (£.) 

Bounties  for  Fifheriei,  Manufictures, 
CouH  iec ...•..•.. 

Pensions  on  the  Hereditary  Revenue 
Militia,  and  Deserters  Warrants,  &c. 

Vlt  Navy,  (F.)  Wiges  of  Officers  &  Seamen 
Half  Pay  to  Sea  Officers  and  ^unty 

to  Chaplains 

Wages  to  bis   ibucsty's  Dock   and 

Rope  Yards  

General  Services.— Building  of  Ships, 
Pifrchase  of  Stores  of  every  descrtp- 
feioa.  Repairing  Ships,  Purchase  of 
Sfa  ps  taken  from  U)e  Enemya  Head 

Money,  4c 

Bills  of  Exchange,  Imprests,  Salaries^ 
Pensions,  FUg-pay,  Marines,  &c.  . 

The  Victualling  Departipent    

Transport  do.  for  Transports,  Pris<iners  of 

War.  and  Sick  k,  Wounded  ^anien 

Miscellaneous  Services    .•... 


VIII.  Ordnance,  (G.) ». 

Vif,  Ajmy,  (H.) — Ordinary  Services,  viz.' 
For  Regulars.  Fencibles, Militia,  In- 
valids, and  Volunteer  Corps.... 

Barracks 

$t^  Officers  &  Oflic.  of  Gairiions 

il^f-pay 

Wido«i:s  Pensions • 

Chelsea  Hospital 

£xcliequer  Fees 

Pay  AfPuhhc  Offices 


fitiaflrdinary  Services  (includ'mg  the 

Remittances  to  Spam  and  Portugal) 

X.  -Loans,  Remittances,  and  Advances  to 

other  Countries,  (I.)— viz. 

Ireland     

Sweden 

Sicily  ••••. 


XL  Micellaneous  Services : 
At  Home  ..... 
▲broad    


(K.) 


*.     4. 


2.320,000, 

248,000 

1,033,600 


3,820^2^1 
1,821,000 


0  0 
0  p 
0    0 


8    3 


0    0 


2,62«,U9  17 
278,000    0 


10,119,471  15 

285,085  13 

131.813  19 

198,247  4 

35,703  0 

394,596  4 

91,1<28  2 

97,248  13 


20,771,871   13    8{ 
910,549    2    1 
10,188,606  16    6 


958,000  0  0 
57,595  8  8 
14,303  12    6 

303,705  13  11 
67,516  16    0 

237,555  12    1 


470,502 

27,700 
289,060 


9,247,841 
5,313,901 


2,906,149  17    5 


11,353,299  12  10 
5,847,762    2  11 


2,589,166  13 

1,100,000    0 

300.000    0 


^,683,230  18    0} 
237,260  10    2| 


Deduct  Loan,  ^c.  far  ^land    -  •        •        . 

'^bis  iadadft  the  Sam  «f*df.  404^1)8.  15.  O.^isr  Ipter^  j^  on  Iioper^l  L^s.«£. 

The  Items  under  each  held  ait  stated  in  Ac  Appendiiet  A,  B.  ate.  abore  refefRfl  to— whach  fottpv- 
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31,171,027  12   9^ 
1,610,562  16  10 


1,638,677 
85,47a 


787,262     3  — 


17,467,892 
5,108,900 


17,20  I^QSt   15  f 


3,989,166  13   4 


2,St20,49J     8   3^ 


81,^80,^1'2     8 
2,589,1^  13 


79,^1,34^5   15^ 
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APPENDIX(— A.  l,)Monies  paid  out  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  Year  ended  5th  Jan,  180$, 
towards  the  Charges  of  the  Public  Debt  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  Impeiial  Loans, 


Permanent  Funded  Debt  of  Great  Britain  . , 
Loans  raited  for  the  Senrice  of  Ireland  . . 
Imperial  Loans    ••..• 


AnoaUles  for  Liret 

ind  for 
Terms  of  Ye«n. 


£,        s. 

rf" 

£,  • 

s. 

d. 

£.        s,    <L 

17,716,^.36  6 

5 

1,197,170 

1 

Ok 

191,767  U  2 

1,337,U3  9 

6 

91,^08 

6 

8 

•14  576  3  6 

199,913  10 

1 

230,000 

0 

0 

4,205  4  11 

19,*253,493     6     0 


Towards  the  Redemption  of  the  Public  Debt;  vi«. 
Annual  Issue  per  Act  26  Geo.  II I 

Ditto, 42  Do 

Annuities  for  Terms  of  Years  expired  prior  to  5th  July  1802 

Ditto  ....  for  Lives  on  which  the  Nominees  are  certified  to  have 

died  prior  to5ih  July  1802,  or  that  have  been  Unclaimed  for 

3  Years  •..- ,. 

Interest  on  Debt  of  Great  Britain  redeemed 

Ditto  •••.«...•••.  Ireland do 

Ditto Imperial do,. 

j£,  1  percent,  on  Part  of  Capitals  created  since  5lh  Jan.  1793 .... 

Part  of  the  annual  Appropriation 

*€.  1  per  cent,  on  Capitals  created  by  Loans  for  la>land •• 

Ditto  Imperial  Loans ^ 


1,513,378     7     8} 


£ 
£.        *.    d, 

1,000,000    0    0 

200,000     0     0 

79,880  14     6 


49,786  18     1 

4,014,'i54     3     2 

145.832     4     7 

25,165     9  11 

3,524,811  12     0| 

625,261  11     2| 


486,921     3 
36,693     0 


cbargri  of  Manageioeat' 


210,549     2     7 
1,518,378     7     84 
19,'253,493    6     0 


20,982,420  16     3f 


10,188.606  16-   (f 


^.31,171,027  12     9{ 


APPENDIX  (A.  2.) — Total  Amount  of  the  Sums  actually  ycceirerf  %  Me  Commissioners 
for  the  Reduction  of  the  Nation  A  L  Debt,  in  the  Year  ending  5th  Jan.  1 SO9. 


GHEATBHUJIN. 

Annual  Issue,  26Geo.  3.  c.  31    ..., 

Ditto  additional  ditto  42  Geo.3.c.71 

Exchequer  Anns,  for  99  and  96  Years  expired  1792    

Short  Anns.  1777,  expired  1787 

Anns,  on  Lives  expired  prior  to  5th  July  1 802 

AQns.  on  Lives  unclaimed  for  3  Years  before  5th  Jan.  1 808  , , ., 
£.\  percent,  perann.  on  part  of  Capitals  created  by  Loans  raised 

from  1793  to  1 808  both  inclusive 

Interest  on  Capitals  purchased  by  the  Commrs.  at  £.3  per  cent. 

Ditto    ...••.... ^.4percent. 

Ditto «£.5  per  cent. 

Annual  Appropriation  towards  the  Redemption  of  £  12,000,000 
part  of  ^^14,200,000  Loan  1807       

Interest,  &c.  on  Capital  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  on  ac- 
count of  said  Loan    • , , 

IRELAND. 
£.  1  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  Capitals  created  by  Loans  raised  from 

1797  to  1808,  both  inclusive    

Interest  on  Capitals  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  at  £J3  per 

cent 

IMVEmAL, 

£A  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  Capital  created  by  Loan  1 797 

Interest  on  Capitals  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  at  «^. 3  per 
cent 


£,  s. 

1,000,000  0 

200.000  0 

54,880  14 

25,000  0 

21,111  16     1 

28,675  2    0 


3,524,811   12  Oi 

3,872,690     1  10 

104,696     0  0 

7,100     0  0 


625,261   11     24 
29,768     1     4 


486,921     3    0 
145.832    4     7 


36,699     0     0 
25,165     9  11 


£, 


#.    rf. 


8,838,96il     6    5| 


655,029  12    6i 


6S2,t53     7    1 


61,858     9  11 


£.  10,188,606  16     ft 


APPENDIX  (B.)  wiUbe  found  in  page  xxii. 
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»ix].  PAftL.  ACCOUNTS.— GtiBAT  BKtTAtv. -^PuhHc  Eipendifytr,  [%k 

APPENDIX  (C)-  Chfrrgfs  upon  tkcCovML\  dated  Funi>,  m  the  YearmdedSth  Jan.  1  Sop; 
txchtmrofththttemtofthe  PcBiJC  TiVM-v^and  of  the  Payments  upon  Excukqier  Bills. 


CIVIL  LIST.  £.        ».    rf. 

For  his  Majesty's  Household  ....  ft98,000  0  0 
W«0  per  44 Geo.  3 6<>,000    0     0 

COUni^OFJVSTUE. 
JtidgcsofEngUnd  and  Wales....    ISjGW    0     If 
A.  Graham,  Esq.  fnspector  of  the 

t(rft[>orary  pbtcs  of  confine- 
ment of    Felons    previous    to 

transportation ^.         350    6    6 

^.  Colqtihoun,  Es^j.  Receiver  of 

Tli5me$  Police     6,88419     1 

John  B.ildwin,  Esq.  Keceivcr  of 

the  Seven  Pubic  Omccs    ....    16,643  17     U 
H.  M.  Dyer,  Esq.  Chief  Justxe  ol 

the  Admiralty  Court,  Bihama, 

per  Act  4'i  Geo.    %   2,000    0    0 

John  Scvvell,  Esq.do  MaVa  ....  2,*  (JO  0  0 
W.  Trrrif.  Esq  do.  Bermudas  .  2.000  0  0 
Alejf.Croke.  Esq.  do  Nova  Scotia  2,000  O  0 
H.  I.  Hinchhffc.  Eiti.  do  Jamaica  2,000  0  0 
John  Bedford,  Esq.  do.  Bubadoc*  895  I'i  4 
Sheriffs  of  tn^landandVVak-5....      4,000    0     0 

MINT. 

Master  of.  in  England    10,350     0     0 

Thomns  Morrwon,  Esq.  Receiver 
of  Fees  and  Emolunienis  in  the 
Office  of  the  Mint,  in  the  Tower 
of  London,  per  Act  39  Geo.  3.     2,753  12     6 
.  Master  of,  in  Scotland     1,200    0     0 

SMARlESic  ALLCm'ASCES. 
The  Rt.  bon.  C.  AbK)tt,  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Commons,  to 

complete    his    Allotrance    tff 

.i^6,000   per  annum     1,783     fi     0 

Marquis  of  Bate,  l.ivc  one  of  the 

Auditors  of  t'le  Imprest    ....      7,000    0     0 
P  Deare,  Esq.  late  Deputy  do.  300     0     0 

£.  Roberts,  Esq.  on  the  yearly  sum 

of  £  650,  formerly  pai<i  to  the 

Auditor  of  the  Exciicqaer  ....         650     0    0 
Commissioners  for  auditing  Pub- 
ic Accounts  ... 12,300     0     0 

'Salaries  and  Oontinf>ei>eet  in  the 

Office  for  Auditing  the  Pubhc 

Accounts       34,518  19     4 

Commissioncrt  for  Auditing  the 

West  India  Accounts 3^500     0     0 

Claries  -And  Cont:nf;«Aces  in  the 

Office  ofthe  said  Commissioners     5,458  16     8 
Inspector  of  Tontine  Cert'ficates  860    0    0 

Cliicf  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, for  Fees  paid  at  sundry 

Public   Offices       925   17     0 

IK).  ....OfSotith  SeaC«,f«r-(l«.  280    0     0 

PENSIONS. 

His  R.  H.  the   Prifire  of  Wales  65,000  0  0 

Ditto  the  Duke  of  York 14,000  0  O 

Ditto Ctarence    ....  W.DOO  0  0 

I'^Ttm Ditto 6,000  0  0 

Dtto t Kent 12,000  0  0 

'•tTO) -&itto -«,000  ^  0 


HisR.H.thc  Duke  of  Cumberland  12,000    0    0 

Ditto Ditto 6.(H)0     0     0 

D.tto...^ Sussex      ,.-.  12,000     0    0 

Ditto Ditto 6,000     0     0 

Ditto Cambridge  12,000     o    ® 

Ditto Ditto 6,0(K>     0    0 

Princess  Charlotte  of  Walc« 7,0()0     0    0 

Ductless  of  York     4,000     0    0 

Duke  of  Gloucester 14000.0    0 

Princess  Soph  a  of  Gloucester....  7,000     0    0 

Duche-s  of  Brunswick.    7,500     0     0 

Anhur  Onslow,  Kiq 3.000     0     0 

Earl  of  Chatham 4,000     0    0 

Lord  HcathfitW 1,500     0    0 

Lflrd   «odney   2,000     0    0 

Ditto    9^3     1     6 

Lady  Dorchester      *  1,000     0    0 

John  Penn,  Esq 3,000     O    0 

Rickard  Penn,  Esq 1,000     0    0 

Earl  St.  Vincent 2,000     0     0 

Vicouni  Duncan     ,  2,000     0    0 

Duke  of  Richmond 12,666  13    4 

Sir  Beaumoitt  Hotham,  km.  ....  2,e0ti     0     0 

Lord  Erskine     4,000    9     0 

Srr  Sidney  Smith     1,000     0     0 

Baroness  Abercromby     2,000     0    ^ 

Lf»rd  Hvtchinson      2,0t>O     0    0 

Sir  James  Saumaroz,,Bart 1,200     0    0 

Duke  of  Portland,  e't  aL  id  trust 

for  the  House  of  Orange     ....  16,000     0    0 
Lord  Boringdon,  ct  al   in  trust  for 

Lord  Amherst  and  others  ....  $.000     0    • 

DukeofAthoI 3,6*6     9    4J 

Earl  Nelson 5,000     0    0 

Lady  Nekon      2,000     0    0 

Sir  R»chapd  Strachan,  Bart l.OOO     O    0 

Lord  Col  ling  wood 2,000     0    • 

Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth,  km l,00O     0    0 

Duke  of  Grauoo     4,580     0    • 

Sir  John  Sluaft,  knt I.OOO     O    0 

X-wxiLake 10,649     9    ^ 

BOUNTIES,  ^c. 
For  the    Encouragement  ©f  tlie 

Growth  ol-Uerop -and  Flax  ....  2,956   13     $ 

Commissioners     for    CvinpeMa-  * 

tions  ior  Loss  sustained  under 

the  Act  for  the  lmprovet¥iefit 

of  the  Port  of  London  ....   ...  196,916 

Salaries  and  Contingences  in  the 

Officeof  Ditto      6,000 

Fishmongers  Company,  for  Rent 

of  Porters  Qaay    

John  Millard,   Esq.   ior  Kent  of 

Smart's  Quay 

CommiMtonera  of  Northern  Light- 

houset     tf.. b....  lO/XX) 

For  the  better  Improvement    of 

the  Port  of  London,  in  full  of 

<;C.24.000,  per  Act  47  Geo.  3. 
Directors  of  the  West  India  Dock 

Con^paoy,  in  kill  of  30^0(. 
A  Repayment  to  Messrs.  Puget 

and  Bainbridgc      1,208 

Governors     of     Queen     Anne's 

Bounty,  per  Act  44  Ceo.  3.  .500 


9     S 

0    0 


621      3     0 
552  12    0 


O  -0 


4^000     0    0 
15,000     O    0 


13    9 


0     0 


£,^  fi^H.-rrT 
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APPENDIX  (B.)—/;i/frc4//w/(/o«  Exchequer  Bills, /row  the  5th  Jan.  ISOS  to  the 

5thJan.\Siy. 

£.  *.  d. 

Interest  on  Personal  Esuies,  I S07   .., • ;..           6,%T3  5  0 

Dii  to  Mall  Tax  1806  ]\ V.V..V. .'...'"'.            9]oCS  2  4 

Diito  ditto  ....  1807     ^ *///////.'.' ''.V-V'.V.V-"'*!'. J.'!  .*.".'.'         44*^40  10  5 

Dito Aids  1807  t -.'./....'."'.!.'!!."!!.'!'.*.!!.'!!!!    w^oat  15 10 

DiitoSupply  1807 558,17(5     6     9 

Ditto  Voie  ol  Ctedii  1807 J71.722  18     6 

D tto Supply  1808 !!!!!'.''.''.'!*.'!..".'.".'!*.'.'.'.'!."!!.'!      ^oiooo  o  © 

Diuoditio , !!!.'.!!!!!!!      7:)!oco  o  0 

£  1,610,562  16  10 


APPENDIX  (D.)— ^  Lut  of  all  suck  Su7u  and  Sums  of  Money  as  hare  teen  incurred ,  and 
become  due  upon  His  Ma^estu's  Esiahlisbment  for  Civil' Akfaius  icithm  Scotia  v  r,  hear- 
ing Date  the  IQth  Day  of  June  I76ljbr  one  Year ;  from  5th  Jan.  1808  inclnsire,  to  5th 
Jxm.  ISOgachtsivc ^.85)470     4     I 


APPENDIX  (R.  \.)—Amovnt  of  Bounties  paid  in  England  and  Scotland  out  of  the 
Revenues  of  Customs  and  Excise^  butiieen  the  5th  Jan,  1808  and  the  5th  Jan,  iS09; 
being  Payments  in  the  nature  of  Anticipations  of  Exchequer  Issues. 


na-J 

''is 


CUSTOMS. 
Bounties    on    Cotton    and    Linen    Mana 

faciures.  Ice 

.British  and  Souttiern  Whale  Ftsiiti 

.•...••. Newfoundland  and  White  Herring 
EXCISE. 

Bounties  on  British  SpirtU 

on  Fish .... 

Buss  and  Barrel  Bount  es,  certified  on  the  Ex- 
cise, for  Deficiency  of  Money  in  the  hands 
of  the  Receiver  Gcncr^  oi  the  Customs.  . . 


£, 


WJOt\KO 

£, 

i. 

d. 

376,030 

10 

• 

8,019 

2 

2i 

384.049 

13 

Ji 

SCOrLANQ 

• 

OkkAl  BkiTAUl. 

£,      *. 

d. 

£.       s.     i. 

77,005  13 

n 

45^03«     3     5^ 

9,446  14 

c* 

17,4^5  16     $ 

86,452     7 

0 

470,  03     2     OJ 

APPENDIX  (E,  2.)--Po8T  OrFice. — Pensions  and  Pailiamentary  Grants,  for  the  Year 

ended  5th  Jan,  I8G9. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlhorough lf.5,000 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton ,.       4,700 

To  the  Ueirs  of  the  late  Duke  of  Scliombers      4,000 

<£.  13,700 


APPENDIX  (E.  3.)— 'Exci&E. — An  Account^  s/ieuing  how  the  Public  Mo}^ ies  remaining 
in  tlie  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  5th  Jan,  1 808,  together  with  the  Monies  paid  into 
the  same  dvring  the  Year  ending  5th  Jan,  1 809,  and  the  Monies  paid  out  of  the  Net  Pro- 
duce of  the  Rjectnues  of  the  said  Year  in  Anticipation  of  the  Exchequer  Rtccipi^  Itme  been 
actually  applied;  so  far  as  regards  the  Receipt  of  the  Excise  in  England,  and  can  be  as- 
certained at  the  Excise  Office , 


PENSIONS,  viz. 


Duke  of  Grafton , 

Earl  Cow  per • ^ .^. . 

Charles  3oone, £«q  Moi/Cty  of  thcEarluf  Baih'^.*.. 
Lord  Melbourne's  ....  Ditto  •••• ....».»«•. 


£, 
9,000 
2,000 
1.500 
1,500 


d, 
0 
0 
0 
0 


^.U,<0o     0    0 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xxiii]  PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Great  BanAiy .—Public  Expenditure. 


[xxiT 


APPENDIX  (E,  4.) — Sums  advanced  by  Receivers  GcTieral  of  Land  and  Assessed  Taxesy  am 
Account  ofMiLiTi  A,  and  D  bsrrters  Warrants,  and  other  Disbursements  under  variom 
Acts  of  Parliament;  between  the  5tkJan.  ISOS  and  the  5th  Jan  I8O9. 


ENGLAND  h  WALES. 

SCQTLAMD. 

TOTAL. 

Militia  and  Deserters  Warrants •••..•.. 

£.           i.      d, 

70,760     2     6 
115,829   10     0 
9,330     2     7 
24,960     0     0| 

X..        S.      d. 

l:?,877  13     4} 
36,967  10  in 
527     8     8 
17,067     4    7i 
10  10     0 

£,        1.     d. 
84  637   15  M 

Volunteers 

15?,797     0  U  ; 
9,857   11     3 
41,757     4     H 
10   10     0 

Defence  Acts    , k..- 

Army  of  Reserve , 

Pofulaiion  Act .•.-. 

JS. 

220,609  15     Ij 

68,450     7     7J 

289,060     2     9\ 

APPENDIX  (F.) — Monies  received  from  His  Majesty's  Exehequeryfor  Naval  Srryices, 
between  the  5th  Jan.  1808  and  the  5th  Jan.  I8O9. 


HEADS  OF  SFRVICC 
NJFY. 

Wages. 

Wages  of  Officers  and  Seamen    

Half  Pay  to  Sea  Officers,  and  Bounty  to  Chaplains V.'.]"" 7"' 

Wages  to  His  Majesty's  Dockand  Rope  Yards ..'^! 

GiNERAL  Services. 

Building  of  Ships,  purchase  of  Stores  of  every  Description,  re- 
pairing Ships,  purchase  of  Ships  taken  from  the  Enemy,  Head 
Money,  ice.  paid  in  Bills  at  Ninety  Days  Date    

Pills  of  Exchange,  Imj^rest,  Salaries,  Pensions,  FlaV'pav! 
Marines,  ice.      .^ ......! 

VrCTVALUNG, 
Prorisions,  and  all  loru  of  Victualling  Stores,  Paid  for  in  Bills 

at  Ninety  Days  Date , »...^ 

Wages  to  the  Yards ...-.  !!!!!*  "'*!!!!" 

Bils  of  Exchange  and  Imprests    !'ii!!I!I!!'"l!'l" 

JJeccssary  Money,  Extra-necessary  Money,  and  Con'u'ngen^' 
Widows  Pensions   , ^^^^ 

TRANSPORTS, 
Freight  of  Transports,  Maintenance  of  Prisenen  of  War,   an.'! 

Expence  of  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen,  paid  for  in  RilU  at 

Ninety  Days  Date 

pills  of  Exchange,  an^  aU  Services  paid  for  in  Ready  Money' " 


£.  X.  d. 

2,320,000  0  0 

248,000  0  0 

1,038,600  0  0 


3,820,241     8     3 
1,821.000    0     0 


4^126,539  3  10 

112,400  0    0 

922,000  0    0 

118,000  0    0 

34,961  18     8 


2,628,149  17     5 
278,000     0     0 


9,247^41      t    J 


5,313,901      2    6 


2,906,149   17    5 


£   17,467.R9«      8     ^ 


APPENDIX  {G.)-^Moni€s  paid  by  the  Office  o/'Oudn ance,  in  the  Year  1 808,  for  Sercicm 

at  Home  and  Abroad  respectively. 

For  Services  at  Home  ,, ...: ^_.  4,733.626    5     7 

/^•r  Services  Abroad    .#.••,....,.,,,,... ,. 375273  17     7 

jf. 5. 108,900    3     2 
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APPENDIX  {U.)'^MoHiespaidbifthe  Bight  Honourable  the  Paymasters  General  of  hU  Ma- 
jesttfs  Forces,  from  25th  December  1807,  to 2Mh  December  1808. ^ 

PAYand  Allowances  of  the  Forces.  Captains  Allowances, Off-rcckon-  «^-        *•    ^• 

ings.  Recruiting,  Contingcnces,  Bills,  and  Clothing      Mfi'^A?  ,7    t 

Volunteers    ^o/iot     i     i 

Exchequer  Fees   «i'l?o  .i  ,i 

PayofOffices      97.«*8  13  10 

S?r^cks 2S5,085  13    3 

Siaflf  and  Garrisons      ^5H12  ^?     I 

HalfPay        - ^^^>^^    *    * 

Compassionaie  LUt     IVlS^    2    n 

Widows  Pensions         24.000    0     U 

Chelsea  Hospiul A^^Al^    t  if 

Exiraordinanes V  ^'®i>IS?    I    a 

Si.^ri-"---v;;;;:"r".::::;;:::i  •■■*»«•«»  i  ..SS  ? » 

i:.18,601,061   15     9 
♦  Deduct  the  Amount  of  ihe  Sicilian  and  Swedish  Subsidies,  which  is 
inserted  in  th^  Account  under  the  Head  of  Loans,  &c.  in  Ap- 
pendix (I.)   1,400,000    0    0 

^.17,201,061   15     9 


APPENDIX  (I.) — An  Account  of  Loans,  Remittancbs  and  Advances,  to  other  Coun- 
tries f  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  Day  of  Jan.  1809. 


There  was  remitted  out  of  Supplies  1807,8,  to  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
called  Ireland,  viz. 

Out  of  Loan  Anoo  1808  per  Act  48  Geo  3.  cap.  7r>« 

•^.2,500,000  9,475.000    0    0 

Out  of  Lotteries  Aimb  1807  per  Act  47  Geo.  3.  rap.  9      114,166  13    4 


There  was  also  issued  out  of  Supplies  1608,  viz. 
To  enable  His   Majesty  to  fulfil  His  Engagements 

with  the  Kmg  ot  Sweden    

Ditto • with  his  Sicilian  Majesty  .. 


1,100.000    0    0 
300,000    0    0 


£. 


2,589,166  13    4 


1,400,000    0    0 


3,989,166  13    4 


15.336  14  10| 


APPENDIX  (K.)— ^n  Account,  sheuing  how  the  Monies  remaining  in  the  Receipt  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  5th  Day  of  Jan,  1808,  together  with  the  Monies  paid  into  the  same 
during  the  Year  ended  the  5th  of  Jan,  1809,  have  been  actually  applied;  so  far  as  relates 
to  Miscellaneous  JServjces, 

"SERVICES  AT  HOME,  £-      *^      ~ 

To  be  di&uibutcd  to  the  Officers.  Seamen  and  Marines  on  board  the  Fleet  under  the 
coprimand  of  Samuel  Lord  Viscount  Hood,  Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron  of  His 
Majesty's  Fleet,  lo  complete  ^.265,336  14  lOj  be:ng  the  estimated  Value  of  the 
Ships  and  Vessels  taken  possession  of  and  armed  for  H>s  Majesty's  Service  at 
Toulon,  together  with  their  Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores,  1 804 

For  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  to  erect  a  Building  for  the  reception  of  Dr.  Hunter's 
CoUcctiQn,  and  a  Thcatic  for  the  delivery  of  Public  Lectures  on  Anatomy  and 
Surgery,  1806 -... 

To  be  paid  to  Sheriff*  for  Conviction  of  Felons  and  Overpayments  1806,7 

For  printing  1,750  Copies  of  the  59ih  Volume  of  Journals  of  tlie  House  of  Commons 
1807 > 

For  defraying  the  Cliarge  of  the  Worlu  and  Repairs  of  tiie  Roads  and  Bridges  in  the  ^ 
Highlandi  of  Scotland  1807 

For  re-printing  Journals,  Indexes,  and  Reports  of  the  House  of  Commons  1807  .... 

Tu  the  Bank,  of  England  for  Discount  on  Prompt  Paymenu  on  second  and  third  Lot- 
teries 1807 ^. 

To.^......  Do for  receiving  Contributions  to  Do.  1807   ••.•• •••••• 

To Do for  Discount  on  Prompt  Paymenu  on  Loan  «;f.  14,200,000 


1807 


To  .., Do for  receiving  the  above  Loan  1807 

To  •».... ..Do for  Discount  on  Prompt  Payments  on  Loan  «£.1,500,000 

1807 * 
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8.000  0  0 
6,600  0  0 

3,191  19  • 

10,250  14  0 
9,547  14  T 

1,441  14  1 
«,000  0  0 

79,596  12     3 
11,442    4  10 
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To Do.* for  receiving  the  above  Loan  1807 1,208  13  9 

For  Incidental  Expcnces  attending    the  exooition  of  an  Act  for  the  Redemption 

and  Sale  ofthe  Land  Tax  1807    1,669     9  1 

•FordtfrayingiheChargeof  the  Royal  Military  College  1807,8 17.933   16  4 

Do Royal  Military  Asylum  do 26,227     8  4 

To  pay  o£f  and  Discharge  certain  Annuities  after  the  Rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  ann., 

granted  per  Acts  37  and  42  Geo.  3,  1808 153,696  18  9 

For  paying  the  Fees  on  passing  the  Public  Accounts  1S08 .* 5,000     0  0 

For  defraying  the  Expcnccol  the  Public  Office,  Bow  Street  1807,8 11,583     0  2{ 

For  defraying  the  Chatge  of  the  Superiniendance  of  Aliens  ditto   6,853     0  0 

For  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  of  1807,  for  printing  and  delivering  the  Votes  of  the 

Houseof  Commons,  anfd  for  printing  Bills,  Reports,  &c.  1808 : 4,696  19  • 

For  the  Relief  of  the  suffering  Clergy  and  Lauy  of  France,  Touloncse,  Dutch  and 

Corsican  Emigrants,  Saint  Domingo  Sufferers  and  American  Loyalists  1807,8  ....  164,601    11  § 

For  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant,  Anno  1807  fordo  1808 2,'?37     5  7 

For  earning  on  the  Works  &c.  of  the  Royal  Mil. tary  Canal  IbOB 25.000     0  0 

For  confining,  maintaining  and  employing  Convicu  at  Home  1807,8      50,970     7  11^ 

For  defraying  Bills  of  the  Usher  ofthe  Court  of  Exchequer,  for  supplying  the  Co»jrt 

and  Officers  with  Stationary,  &c.  1807,8    2,04S  18  7 

For  Printing  and  btationary  for  the  Two  Houses  of  Parliament  1807,8     29.907     1  3 

For  the  Deficiency  of  iJic  Grant,  Anno  1807  for  ditto  1808 5.016     6  I 

For  Printing,  by  Order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records  1808       4,459  14  5 

For  priming  and  delivering  the  Votes  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  for  Printing 

Hills,  Reports,  &c.  1807,8      5,951     0  I 

For  printing  1,250  Copies  of  the  35iU  Vol.  of  Journals  ofthe  House  of  Pcerj  1808 1,369     0  4 

For  erecting  Buildings  for  a  Naval  Asylum,  and  tovvards  the  maintenance  of  the  said 

Institution  1 808 30,000     0  0 

FordefrayingUw  Charges  1807,8   20,000    0  0 

For  purchasing  Buildings  and  Ground  in  and  near  Palace  Yard,  Wcttminster  1808..  100,318   17  3 

For  carrying  on  the  building  of  a  New  Mint  11«07, 8 • 63,74'i  |7  0 

For  Salaries  and  Allowances  to  the  Officers  of  the  House  ol  Lords  and  i  ommons,  and 

Serjeants  at  Arms  1808 1,913  If  4 

ForBountiesfortakingandbringingof  Fish  to  the  Cities  London  and  Westminster  1808  3,530     O  0 
For  the  Expence  of  making  an  Inland  Navigflton  froni  the  Eastern  to  the  Wcttem 

Sea  1807.8 51,250  14  0 

For  the  extra  Contingences  in  the  Three  Secretaries  ol  Stages  Offices  1806,7,8    ....  14,000    0  0 

Ditto    ....     Messengers    .....^ do   1807,8 .-  9,500     0  0 

For  defraying  the  Extraordinary  Expcnces  of  Prosecutions  relating  to  the  Coin  of  this 

Kingdom  IM)'r,8     ^ 2,90»     6  4 

For  the  Ministers  ofthe  Vwudois  Churches,  ei  al.  1807,8   1,-328     5  4 

For  the  Board  of  Agr  culture  liiO', 8      , *. 6,000     0  0 

Towards  the  Suppon  of  an  Institu-  on  called  the  Veterinary  College  1807,8 2,200     0  d 

To  the  East  India  Company,  for  detrayiog  the  Eipences  incurred  by  them  intlie  Pub- 

licScrvicc  1808 1,500,000     0  0 

To  the  CommisMoocrt  appointed  per  Act  43  Geo.  3,  fordtstnbuting  Money  stipulated 

to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  of  America,  as  a  Compensation  for  their  Trouble 

in  the  execution  of  tue  said  Act  1S08 , 14,000     0  0 

T<»  the  Cmmiii  oners  of  .Military  E^»quiry  1808 20,726   14  3 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Bi it  sh   Museun^,  1?03 6,7K>     0  10 

Towar  d$  re  pairing  Margate  Harb  »ur  180^       5,000     0  0 

For  the  Pro  estant  Disscntmg  N:inisiert  in  England,  and  for  tl»e  relief  ot  the  Poor 

French  Prmestant  Clergy  and  Laity  1807.8       9,902  16  • 

To  discharge  the  Annuity  to  the  late  Duchess  of  Gloucesie   to  the  day  of  her  Death 

18t)8     494     0  d 

To  make Compensition  to  P.  Martin,  Ksq  forlo^s  of  Property  m  Virginia  1808  ....  SO.OOO     0  0 

For  Worksand  Repairs  ofthe  Military  Roads  >n  North  Bri  am  1808      6,093     O  0 

For  Salar.es  and  Expences  of  Che  American  Commiss  oners  ISO  I 2,650     0  0 

For  Salaries  to  the  Offic  <rs,  and  Incidental  Kxpences  of  the  Comroissoners  for  re- 
ducing the  National  DtbM  807, 8 2.50O     0  0 

For  the  Purcliase  of  the  Office  of  the  faid  Cnmmiss  oners  1808 718     9  0 

To  the  Lottery  Commissioners,  for  incidental  Expcnces  in  preparing  and  drawing  the 

Loiicrki  1807,8.... ; 13,000     0  0 

For  His  Majesty's  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Services v.4c  temccs  amwi. 

To  replace  to  Hit  Mafetiy's  Civil L'ltt  Kevenuet,  the  Sums  iuwd  thereout ,  pursuant  to  Ad' 
die$ies  o/thfi  Hmue  (fCommont,  viz. 

For  Rewards  to  Persons  employed  under  the  Commissioners  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  me3Uures  recommended  by  the  H  of  C.  respecting  the  Public  Records  3,400     3  7 

To  Edward  Colman,  E«q.  late  Serjeant  at  Arms,  oo  his  Pension  for  one  year  and  one 

Quarter,  ended  I0(h  Octoher  1807 6«5     0  0 

To  Isaac  Dubois,  Esq.  for  the  Servicef  rendered  by  him  and  his  Family,  and  the  great 

Losses  he  sustained  as  an  American  Leyaltst 5,265   19  0 

To  Philip  Martin,  £s^.  in  part  Compensation  for  loss  sustained  in  Virginia,  as  Rrpre- 

sentativepf the Utc Lord Fairfa«  ,.....,..,,,,..,,,.,, 5,26S  19  Q 
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To  J.  Dyson,  Esq.  Clerk  A$iiitantof  the  House  Qf  Conimons,  to  make  his  Allowance 

equal  to  <£.2,000  for  bis  Services  in  Session  1 806,7  and  1807        964     6     4 

To  George  Wliittam,  £«q.  for  making  and  printing  indexes  to  the  Votes  of  the  tiouse 

of  Commons,  in  Session  I80o,7  and  1807 620     0     0 

To  John  Henry  Ley,  Esq.  Second  Clerk  Assistant  of  the  House  of  Commons^  for  his 

Services  in  Session  1806-7  and  1807 ., 1,622  19    9 

To  Thomas  Edlyne  Tomlins,  Esq.  for  his  trouble  in  compiling  Kegis^rs  for  the  use  of 

the  Coinmitcee  on  Expired  and  Expiring  Laws    224  11     9 

To  Beniamin  Hobhousc,  Esq.  for  his  Services  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 

andMeans,  in  Session  1806,7  and  1307 .     1,300    5     0 

To  J.  Bacon,  Statuary,  for  the  first  Payment  for  erecting  a  Monument  to  the  memory 
of  the  late.CapL  Geo.  Duff     

To  John  Flaxmao,   Statuary,    ....   for  do  ....  do  Lord  Nelson 

....Richard  Westmacott  the  younger,'  do  ....  do  Capt.  John  Cooke ..t... 

....Charles  Rossi do....  do  Marquis  Cornwallis 

To  Richard  Westmacott  the  younger,  do.  in  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St.  Peter,  West- 
minster, to  the  memory  of  the  right  hon.  Will  am  Pitt 

To  tlie  Deputy  Serjeant  at  Arms  of  the  House  of  Commons 

Te  lUMhe  good  to  His  Majesty's  Chfl  List  Revenues  Monies  issued  thireout  for  Public 

ServiceSf  eras. 
For  defraying  the  Expcnces  of  a  Plan  for  the  more  perfect  Security  of  the  Shipping  in 

the  Port  of  London  .'. , 1,299    4    0 

For  Mathematical  Insirumenis  for  New  South  Wales 19  12     0 

To  William  Hiort,  Esq.  Resdent  Clerk  of  the  Boar<J  of  Works 3,500    0    • 

To  W.  Chloncry,  Esq.  to  be  paid  to  H  Hodgson  and  Andrew  D.ckie,  Esqrs.  for  their 

Servjcesunder  the  Commissioners  for  investigating  the  Debts  of  the  Pnnce  of  Wales  345  11     0 

To  do.  to  discharge  sundry  Claims /or  Bountes  on  British  American  Fish,  imported 

into  the  West  India  Islands    5,597    6    0 

To  do.  to  discharge  a  Bill  drawn  hy  the  Collector  and  Coin|>troller  of  the  Customs  of 

St.  Vincent's,  for  Bounty  on  Fish 166  17     6 

To  do.  to  discharge  the  Account  of  Luke  Hansard  and  Sons,  for  priming  Tables  of  the 

Finance  Plan,  proposed  to  Parliament  in  1807 

To  do.  to  pay  Bills  drawn  on  account  of  New  South  Wales  in  1808 

Fordefraym^  iheExpence  of  a  Horse  Patrol  near  the  Metropolis      

To  J.  Clemenison,  Esq.  for  Rent  in  lieu  of  Apartments  resigned    

To  Dr.  Clarke,  fer  hts  Trouble  and  Attendance  relative  to  act  for  enforcing  the  Re- 
sidence of  the  Clergy     ,, 

To  T.  Brod  e,  Esq.  for  making  an  Index  to  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Peers     .... 

To  William  Watson,  Esq.  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  the  House  of  Lords 

To  Lord  Walsingban,  Cliairman  of  tlie  Committees  of  the  House  of  Lords   

To  Dr.  Clarke,  for  preparing  Returns  to  Parliament  respecting  Non-Residence  .  -  -  - 
To  Peter  Grant,  Esq.  Secreury  to  the  Commissioners  of  Military  Enquiry  .••..... 
To  J.  T.  Groves,  Esq.  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Stanton,  for  Removal  of  Monumenu  .... 
To  Isaac  Dubois,  Esq  for  Reimbursement  of  Fees  on  a  Warrant  for  ,£.5,000  for  Losses 

and  Service  as  an  Anwncan  Loyalist   .....^ 

For  Stationary  sent  to  New  South  Wales  , 

Ta  T  N«Hle»hip,  Esq.  for  publishing  the  Average  Price  of  Brown  Sugar  ....  ^... 
To  All)8oa  Anderson  Park,  wife  of  Mungo  Park,  Esq.  engaged  in  an  Expedition  of 

l>»«coT«iy,  to  explore  the  interior  of  Africa 3,236  10    0 

To  T.  Anderson,  Father  of  Alex.  Anderson,  Esq,  engaged  with  M'ungo  Park,  Esq. 

i»  trie  said  Expedition  to  Africa 1,085     4    9 

To  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  K.  B.  in  full  Satisfaction  of  Arrears  of  Salary  as  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  Afeirs  of  Trinidad,  on  «£.2,000  per  Ann ••         5,134    4  11 

To  the  Representatives  of  Col.  W.  FulJarton,  in  full  of  do.  on  .i^.3,000  per  Ann.. ..  6,702  18     2f 

To  Col.  Rui  her  ford,  for  Arrears  of  Salary  as  Surveyor  General  of  Trinidad     2,31 1   12  10 

To  Officers  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  attendance  on  Committees      366  18     0 

To  L.  Stracey,  Isq.  as  Counsel  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  the  H.  of  Peers  762  10    0 

SERVICES  ABROAD. 

For  His  Majesty's  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Services,  180'(,8 124,620    2    % 

To  pay  Bais  drawn  from  New  South  Wales 1808 * 23,270     0     0 

For  lue  Civil  Esiakitsbaaent  of  Sierra  Leone do 16,310    0    0 

New  South  Wales    ..do     11,165    6    3 

Dominica 1806,7,8 1,463  16     ^ 

Bermuda 1807,8    , 580    0    0 

NewfouiMiland  ....    1807    1,865    0    0 

Cape  Breton 1808 2,060    0    0 

Prince  Edward's  Island  do 2,100    (^    0 

Nova  Scotia 1807,8 11.896    5    0 

New  Brunswick  ....   1808  .; .*.  5,500    0    0 

Upper  Canada    ....     do      8,430    0    0 

For  repairing  and  raaiataiulng  British  Fons  and  Settlements  on  the  Coast  of  Afr  calSOS       2'^,000    0    Q 
To  Use  Levant CoiDpMy.»«. ,„. do   .«...«... 5000    0    o 

•fc.^&2t>,H91 
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VI.— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 
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Public  Funded  Debt  op  Great  Britaiv,  as  the  samtstoodon  the  \st  vfTebruary  I8O9. 


TOTAL  DEBT  UNREDEEMED, 
Bank  of  England,  and  Annuitiei  1726  ....  At  3  per  cent. 

South  Sea  Old  and  New  Annuities,  1 75 1 Ditto 

Consolidated  Annuities ;..Do 

Reduced  Annuities     I>o. 

Consolidated  Annuities At  4  per  cent. 

Consolidated  Annuities At  5  per  cent. 

Annuities,*  1797  and  1^2  •...••. ...Do.      ^ 


Total  Capitals  . 


Annual  Interest 

Annuities  for  Lives,  or  for  Terms  of  Years - 

Charges  of  Management 

Annuities  fallen  fn  or  dead,  and  1  percent,  on  Annual  Grants, . 

Total  Charge  for  Debt  payable  in  Great  Britain  '   , 


£,  s.  d. 
12,686,800  0  0 
17.922,684  13  III 
352,611,852  15  4i 
93,085.620  5  2 
58,075,659  17  2 
50,534.095  19  4 
1,916,346   18     0 


586.833.060     8  11| 


19,234,757     5     SJ 
1,434,274  12    54 


221,833  1? 
10,617,099  II 


n 


31 ,507,965     1     9 


Progress  made  in  the  Redemption  of  the  Public  Debt  q/* Ireland,  Funded  in  Griat 
Britain,  at  Ut  February  I8O9. 


bv  the 

Co0imiaioaeri 

■t 

Ittl>-Kb.l809. 


TOTAL  SUMS 
paid. 


Arerage 
Price  of 
•tocM. 


SVMS 

applicabte  to  the  Rrdtactioa 

of  tbC  DEBT. 


Consolidated  3per 
cent.  Ann  .. 

Reduced  do  •. 

Consolidated  4per 

cent,  do 
Do  5  per  cent  do 


Redeemed  by  the 
Commissioners 


£, 
30,238,875 
16,028,750 


3.254.375 
572,000 


£, 
2,682,380 
2,898,009 


£,      *,      <L 
1,663,333    4    6 
1,780,774     7    5 


50,094,000 
5,580,389 


5.580,389 


3,444,107  11   11 


62 

61i 


6U 


DEBT  Unredeem- 
ed Itt.  Feb.  1809 


44,513,611 


Annuity  of 
1   per  cenL  on 
Capital  created 


Dividend  on 
.£.5,580,389 
3  per  cent. 
Annuities  .. 


Bank  Long  An 
nuities  which 
will  expire  5th 
July  I860., 


509,078  19    S 


167,411    13    4 


676,490  12    1 


91,208     6    t 


Progress  in  the  Redemption  of  the  Im  peri  at  Debt,  at  Ut  February  I8O9. 


Imperial    d    per 
cent.  Annuities 

Redeemed  i>y  the 
CommissiMters 

Unredeemed    1st 
February  1809 


£. 

7,502,633 

924,236 

£. 
924,236 

£.       t.    d, 
547,025  10  10 

6,578,397 

59* 


I  per  cent,  on 

Capital  created 

Dividend  on 

£  924,236, 

3  per  cent. 

Annuities  .. 


Bank.  Long  An 
nuities  which 
wiUcxptre5th 
July  1619 


£. 

x. 

I. 

36,693 

0 

0 

27.727 

I 

T 

64,420 

\ 

7 

930,000 

0 

• 

Digitized  by  VJ\^VJV  LC 


XXXlll 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Cheat  Eurr Aiv.-^PMk  Debt. 


[wcxiv 


B 

a; 

< 

o 

H 

n 

ea 
A 

D 


M    ^ 

1 

I- 


V 


.  t-  p>  t-  »0  «  7-  0,»-i  f 


.  Ck^  CO  —  O^'"'  o  O  I-  c> 


I     III 


£  1  »s 

I    i   <s 


0»  00  —  u^  O  < 
Q  -4  CO  <0  O  < 

^  o»  ^O  '-•  o  c 


»  *  ^ 


0»  to  CO  CO  *o  c» 
.    C>  •-*  TP  Of>  O'.  -* 

CO  a»  -^  «  t-  09  '^' 


I  I 


tJ    iw    »2    •©    .w       ^ 


O 
O 


s     S 


«** 

«^* 

«  o 

CO 

oio 

©» 

00  <o 

c» 

o  — 

-o 

—  ft 

© 

OV  CO 

<*  o 

* 

^T  « 

I:- 

t-  — 

t-  -* 

to  - 

*o 

Vot. 


xKXv]  PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Obeat  Buitai^.-- Unfunded  Debt.  ,  [xxxvi 

VI L— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 


jin  Account  of  the  Unfunded  Debt  and  Demands  Outstanding  on  the  5th  Day  of 

January  I8O9. 


£xcHiQuiR  Bills: 

Under  what  Actt  issued. 

On  what  Funds  charged. 
-    Malt,  Anno  -     -     1807     -     . 

Amount  Ouutanding 
af.358,000    0    0 

47  G«o.  Ill 

.  cap.    3.    - 

Ditto 

cap.  73.     - 

.    Aids,  Anno  -     -     1808     -     - 

135,500    0    0 

48  Geo.  Ill 

cap.    2.     - 

.     Malt  and  Personal  Bstatet  1808 

890,000     0    0 

Ditto 

cap.    3.    - 

-     Aids,  Anno  -     -     1808     -     - 

3,000,000     0     0 

Ditto 

cap.    7.    - 

-     Aids,  Anno  -     -     1809     -     - 

10,500,000     0    0 

Ditto 

cap.  97.    - 

-    Aids,  Anno  -     -     1803    -     - 

15,000.000    0    0 

Ditto 

cap.114'.     - 

-     Aids,  Anno  -    -     lb09     -     - 

5,659.700    0    0 

Ditto 

cap.  34.     - 

-     Aids,  Anno  -     •     1809     -     - 

1,500,000     0    0 

Ditto 

cap.  53.    . 

-    Aids,  Anno  -     -     1809    -    - 

3,000.000    0    0 
■• 40,093,200 

0    • 

Tkbasukt: 

MiscAllaneoos  Services 794,700    1  llj 

Warrants  for  Army  Services       102,796  19    6^ 

Treasury  Bills  accepted  previous  to  and  on  the  5ih  Jan.  1809, 

due  subsequent  to  that  day      ,.^. 405,319  18    9^ 

Army: 

Ordinary  Scrrices     841,995  19    1 

Ejctraordinary  Services     NiL 

Barracks -, -        .        - 

Ordnance ,..  -        -        - 

Navy -        -        - 

CivilList  Advances .•.......•• 


1,302,817    0    ^ 


—        841,295  19  I 

504,226   17  10 

861,364  18  7 

7,221,167   19  8 

42,256     4  ^ 

^•50,866  328  19  Sj 
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VIII.— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 
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An  Account^  shrming  kowt/te  Monies,  given  for  the  Service  ofth  Year  1808,  have  been 
disposed  of' ;  so  far  as  relates  to  Great  Britain. 


SERVICES. 


Navy 

Ordnance ^..., 

Forces    • 

To  enable  His  Majesty  to  pay  the  same  to 
the  East  India  Company  on  account  of 
Ezpences  incurred  by  them  in  the  Pyb- 
llcSttrvice 

To  enable  His  Majesty  to  ulce  such  Mea» 
sures  as  the  exigency  of  Affairs  may  ic- 
quire,  for  Great  Britain 

To  enable  His  Majesty  to  fulfil  the  Engage- 
ments which  His  Majesty  has  entered  into 
with  the  King  of  Sweden 

To  enable  His  Majesty  to  fulfil  the  Engage< 
ments  which  His  Majesty  has  entered  into 
with  his  Sicilian  Majesty      .... 

To  make  good  the  like  Sum,  which  has 
been  issued  by  His  Majesty's  Orders  pur- 
suant  to  Addresses  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  which  has  not  been  made  good 
by  Parliament .., 

Civil  Establishment  and  Services 

To  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  the. Malt 
Duty  granted  for  the  Service  of  the  Year 
1806,  at  Lady  Day  1808 


SUMS  voted  or  Gnntrd. 


i 


£.         s.    d. 

17,496,047  19  10 

3,980,340    2     9 

15,165,554    7    2 


1,500,000    0    0 


9,200,000    0    0 


1,100,000    0     0 


300,000    0    0 


27,288     8  11 
2,703,914  11     0 


275,845    5     9 


SlTMSPald.  ' 


£,        s.     d. 

17,496,047   19  10 

3,980,340     2     9 

15,165,524 


7     2 


RemaiDS  to  be  Piid. 


1,500,000    0    0 


£.\  44,748,960  15     5 


2,200,000 

0 

0 

uoo.coo 

0 

0 

300,000 

0 

0 

27.288 
2,458,568 

8 
13 

11 
J04 

875.845 

5 

9^. 

44,503,614  18 

H 

245,345  17     1} 


245,345   17     Ij 


Payments  for  other  Services,  not  being  part  of  the  Supplies  granted  for  the  Service  of 
the  Year ^.244.888  13    6 

Ways  and  Means  ybr  answering  the  foregoing  Services. 

Duties  on  Malt,  Sugar,  Tobacco,  and  Snuff,  and  on  Pensions,  Offices,  &c.  continued  3,000,000    0    0 
Advanced  by  the  Bank  of  England,  without  Interest,  till  Sijc  Months  after  the  Ratifi- 
cation of  a  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  3,000,000    0 

Advanced  by  ditto,  out  of  Unclaimed  Dividends,  &c 500,000    0 

Unapprt)priatedSurplusof  the CoMolidated  Fund,  at 5th  April  1808 -, 726,870    9 

Estimated  SurplusOfDitto,to  5th  April  1809 3,500,000    0 

Surplus  Ways  and  Means,  1807 2,253,111     7 

War  Taxes      20,000,000    0 

Estimated  Profits  on  Lotteries,  1 808 300,000    0 

Excess  of  Exchequer  Bills,  granted  per  Art  48  Geo  3.  cap.  1 14.  afii»r  paying  off 
^.4,024,200-  part  of  jt.4,500,000,  issued  per  Act  47  Geo.  3.  s.  2.  cap.  73.  the  Re- 
mainder having  been  funded  pursuant  to  Act  48  Geo.  3  cap.  38 ;   1 ,975,800    0    0 

Excess  of  Do.  per  Act  48  Geo.  3.  cap.  7.  after  paying  off  .^.9,338,900.  part  of 
•6^.10,500,000.  issued  per  Art  47  Geo.  3.  s.  1.  cap.  2.  the  Remainder  having  been 

funded  pursuant  to  Act  48  Geo.  3.  cap.  38    ^.a.. 1,161,100 

Loan,  part  of  £,  1 0,500,000.     (the  Remainder  being  for  the  Service  of  Ireland^      ....  8,000,000 
Interest  on  Land  Tax  Redeemed ..•••.. 


0 
0 

0 

0 
0 


0 
0 
119  15 


0 

0 


-  jg.44,417,001    12     3} 

Total  Sum  granted,  as  per  preceding  Account 44,'^4B,^60  ij    5^ 

Sums  paid  (or  Services  not  voted,  as  per  Do    ...••• 244,888  13    6 


Amount  of  Ways  and  Means,  as  per  Do 
Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means    


44,993,849     8   ll4 
.44^417,001   12    3| 

.      576,847  16    7|; 
iKVLANn 
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FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  OF  IRELAND, 


[d 


YEAR  ENOID    FITFH  OF  JANUARY,  1809. 


L— PUBLIC 


U&AMOFUmiCC 


.  Ordinary  Revenues, 

Customs , ., 

Excise  ........,.,.,,,, 

Stamps   

PostOfficc 

Poundage  Fees    

Pcils  Feet     , 

Duty  on  Wrought  Plate 
Casualties      ........... 


V>8S,328  U 

2,0SK,662   19 

€60,387  15 

130.510  17 

86.152     0 

5^2o0     7 


Total  Ordinary  Revenues  .. 

ExtraoTiiinary  Reioutxet. 

Gain  by  Exchange  on  Sums  re- 
ceived from  Great  Britain  . . 

Committioners  of  the  Navy  on 
account  of  Advances  by  Col- 
Icaors  in  Ireland,  for  Sea- 
men's  Wages,  &c 

^om  Great  Britain,  on  Account 
of  (he  Profit  of  Lotteries   .. 

From  several  County  Treasur- 
ers,  paid  to  several  Revenue 
Collectors,  on  Account  of 
Advance*  made  by  the  Trea- 
sury for  enrolling  the  Miliua 

Fhrom  several  County  Treasur- 
crs,  paid  to  several  Revenue 
Collectors,  on  Aceount  of 
Deficiencies  in  the  Army  of 
Reserve     

Other. Monies  paid  totiie  Public 

Jpproprktcd  Duties  for  Locm: 

ObfetU. 

Linen  Manufacture     •...,... 

Improvement  of  Dublin    .... 

Repairs  of  the  Royal  Exchange 

and  Commercial  Buildings.. 

Lagan  Navijat  on      

Inns  of  Court- 


Total  independent  of  the  Loans 

Loans  paid  inio  ibe  Exchequer, 
in  the  Year  ended  the  5ih  •  f 
January  1809 


Grand  Total 


CrcMt  leceipt 
withia  the  Tear. 


3,919      2    11 


5,349,191  14    4f 

3,n7  0     84 

40,008  5  2 

123,680  n  li 

2,571  Ig  2 
42,392  3"  bi 


212  0  0} 

11,478  2  8 

1,573  5  0 

3,578  6  4 

1,562  3  4 


5,779.425  10  3| 


5,389,728  0  ^ 


11.169.153   to  7| 


T—l  MecHpt  to  be 
Iftr. 


jt:.  *.  d. 

2^,S?3,9I9  13    44 

3,000,119  10     2 

769,333  1     6 

iy5,l74  13  11 

26,152  0     0} 

5,230  7     7| 

3,919  2  11 


1.221   11  Oi 

11,716    9  7 

2.109    7  2 

4,349  16  9| 

1.562    3  4 


7,078,451     7     6^ 


5,389,728     0    4) 


12,468,179    7  11 


OnvbACka. 
0tocoaBtt.  kc 


136.707  13  4 

75,668  14  3i 

23,949  18  7 

17,859  18  8 


6,823,d4d    9  6^    255,486    4  10^646,699    I   H 

3,177    0  8J 

40,009    5  2 

193,680  n  1} 

19,970    2  8 


4,415    7    0* 
42,392    3    5| 


0    9    1 


1,612  13    8 


257,099    7    7i  646,790    ^  lOf 


257,099    7;7i646,.7g0    6  1<H 


Ckiffciaf 


£,      #.  d. 

270,074  11    04 

241,378    9  df 

53,796  19   % 

8I,5H    I  K) 


08    5   8 


n 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— i;^WiAHD.--Ptfftfic  Incomet, 


[xlii 


(class 

I.  Public  Income  •  • .  •  p.xxxix — xlii 

IL CoNsoLiDATEB  FuND  •...  xliii,xliv 

1 1 II.  Arrears  an  d  Balances.  .  •• .  .xlv 

IV.  Trade  AND  Navigation xlvi 


class  ,  .      .  " 

V.PUBLIC    EXPBNDITVRE  ..'..xlvii — liv 

VI.  Public  funded  Debt    lv,lvi 

VII.  Unfunded  Debt  \ Ivii 

VIII.  Dis?o8iTioN  OF  Grants  •  •  Iviii — Ixiv 


INCOME. 


PaynenU 
It  of  the 


408,782  4  44 

317,047  3  6} 

76,976  17  7^ 

99,372  0  6 


902,178  6  0| 


0  9  1 


1,710  19  4 


903,889  14  5| 


Net  Pre4uce,  ■ppUcabk 
to  Nitional  Object! 
aod  to  Pagrmenu  Into 


t 


£.  s.  d. 

2v415,137  8  Hi 

2,683,072  6  7: 

692,356  3  10; 

9^,802  t3  5 

26,152  0  OJ 

5,230  7  7| 

3,919  2  11 


5,921,670  3  5i 

3,177  0  8| 

40,008  5  9 

19,970  t  8 


4,415    7    0} 
42,392    3    5i 


1,221     1  Hi 
11,716    0     7 

9.109    7    9 
2,638  17    Si 
1,562    3    4 


6,17^561  13    Oi 


5,389,728    0    4} 


P«yneot»oii  Account 
of  Militia,  Deiertcn, 
stnggliof  Seamen, 
Army  of  Rescrre, 
,    and  ronification 


<£,         S.     d. 
104,133  11  lOi 


104^133  11  1(^ 


Bountict  for 

promoUnf  the 

Piaheries,  LineB 

Manuiacuue,  Ac. 


Pajrmei 
out  of  the 
Ket  Produce. 


£.        s.    d 
93,671  14    Oi 
110,729  13  1 


!| 


134,401     8    Oi 


£. 
23,671  14    0| 
5  ]0| 


^14,863 


£,        #. 

2,900,268  13 

1,689,455    5 

577,480 

68,900 

26,152 

5,230 

'3,919    2  H 


238,534  19  1044,571,405  18    2{ 


104,1^  U  10}  134,401     a    04298,^94  19  1014,802,991  13    8i 


5,389,ir28    0    4i 


PajriMitf  Into  Um 
Excbcqoer. 


3,177     0  8j| 

40,#08    5  2 

123,680  11  U 

120    0  • 


3,160    0    0 
42,392    3    5 


$01  15  2 

11,648    2  1 

1,735  14  6 

2,600     0  0 

1,562     3  4 
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xlv]       PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Ierl  AN  d,-— Arrears  and  Balances, -^Trade,  SfC.       [xlvi 

III.-^ARREARS  AND  BALANCES. 


Balances  doe  on  5th  Jan.  1809,  from  the  Deceased  and  DismiMcd  Collectors  of  Customs    59,85 1     1    3 
Ditto    -    -    -    Ditto ,  -    -     «-    -     -    Ditto    -------     -of  Excise     195,292    6    8 

Ditto    .    -    -    Ditto-    .    -    -    -    Ditto    -    -    -    -  Hearth-money  Colleaor's    60,581  11    6 


IV.— TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION. 


Value  of  Impoets  and  £xport8  for  Three  Years. 


Tear  ending  5th  Jan.    1807 

1808 

1809 


OFFICUL  VALUE  of 
IMPOSTS. 


£,  #.       d, 

5,605,964  16     1 
6,637,907  16    7 
7,129,507  11. 
Note.—- The  real  Value  of  Irish  Produce  and  Manufactures  Exported  in  the  Year 

ending  the  5th  Jan.  1809,  computed  at  the  Average  Prices  current,  was  ^.12,577,517  10#.  Hi 


"i 


OFFICIAL  VALUE  of  , 


In«h  Produ^U  and         Foreifa  aad  ColooUl 
Muufactopes  Exported.    Merchandise  Exported. 


£  t.  d. 

5,030,722  15  10 

5,307,806  16  .4 

5,696,897    5  5^ 


£.  t.  d. 
157,443  2  11 
150,370  3  8 
235,694    6  U 


Numbrr  of  Vessels,  with  the  Amount  of  their  Tonnage,  built  and  registered  in  the  several 
Ports  of  Irelakd  in  Three  Years, 


Year  ending  5th  January  1807 

1808 

1809 


41 
33 
32 


1,687 
1,838 
1,255 


Number  of  VesseU^vAth  the  Amount  ^^A«r  Tonnage,  and  the  Number  of  Me^  oh^/Boys 
usually  employed  in  Naxiigating  the  same,  that  belonged  to  the  Ports  of  Irelan  d  on  the  30th 
Day  of  September  in  the  Years  1806,  ISOYand  1808,  respectively. 


On  the  30th  September  1806 

1807 

.     -----.      1808 


1,076 
1,098 
1,104 


55,545 
56,902 
58,958 


5.08! 
5.217 
5;}24 


Number  of  Vessuls  with  the  Amount  of  their  Tonnage,  8fC,  that  entered  Inwards  and 
cleared  Outwards,  in  the  Ports  of  Ireland,  from  or  to  aU  Parts  of  the  Worldy  in  the 
Three  Years,  ending  the  5th  January  1809- 


INWARDS. 

UISH. 

BUTISn. 

FOREIGN. 

Years  ending  5th  January 
.      -    .     -     1807     -    .     -    - 
.      .     .    .     1808    .    -    -     - 
^      .     .     .     1809    -     -     -     . 

.  SHIPS.       TOOT. 

MEN. 

7,049 
7,231 
7,485 

SHIPS. 

•TONS. 

MEN. 

SHIPS. 

TONS. 

HEN. 

1,497  102,163 
1.503  ;  107,733 
1.583   111,614 

6,687 
6,836 
7.189 

630,368 
652,946 
696,403 

36,818 
36,539 
38,426 

498 
461 
159 

80,001 
78,533 
25,356 

5,055 
4,674 
1.580 

Years  ending  5th  January 

OCTWABDS. 

.      -    -     .     1807    -     -    -    . 

.      -     -     -     1808-  -     -    -    . 

-     -     -     1809    -     -     -     - 

1,553 

1.320 

1,405 

97,It)2 
97,85t) 
108.435 

6,754 
6,797 
7.221 

5,888 
6,294 
6,473 

574,688 
615,702 
641,157 

32,441 
34.631 
35,715 

522 
418 
163 

83,048 
72,662 
27,856 

5,139 
4,130 
1,591 
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aikii]  PAttL.  ACCOUNTS.— f«a AND— IVAfic  Expmdkurt. 

v.— PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE. 


[xlviii 


I.  For  Interest  on  the  Funded  De^t  <»f  Ire- 
landi  including  Annuities  for  Lives 
and  Terms  of  Tears;   alio   1    per 
Cent,    for   the    Reduction    of    the 
Capital  created  by  Loans  iince  1797,. 
TA.  I  3c  2) 

£,       #.    <L 

3,418,948  19     2} 
67,635     8    4 

£.        s.    4L 

* 

12yS69    0    7 

144,281     7     1- 

88,044    9  n 

213,115     6    3 

X,          M.    4, 

Fof  Chaige  of  Maaagemeat  theteoo. ... 

There  was  also  applied  towards  the  Re- 
duction of  the  National   Debt,   the 
Amraai  Issue  of.  •  •  •  •••••,«••••••••• 

Whereof  was  applied,  towards  the  Re. 
duction  of  the  National  Debt 

3,486,584    7     6i 
1,053.030  13  Hi 

Total  on  account  of  Interest     

Ditto,  for  Charge  of  Management    .  ^ . . 

Ditto,  on  account  of  the  Reduction  of  the 

National  Debt  ...«..•.••... *. 

2,433,553  13     7' 
12,869    0    7 

1,053,030  13  UJ 

3,49^.453    8    1} 

IL  Interest  On  Exchequer  Bills  (B.) 

III.  Istues  for  Purposes  appointed  by  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  prior  to  the 

Union,  5cc.  (C.)  ....,•• 

rV.  Issues  firom  Appropriated  Funds  for 

Local  Purposes  i^D.)     

'C  Civil  List 

... 
-        *        «• 

8,287  13    5 

4U,230I9    5 
20,595  17    H 

V.   sPenstons  ,.,.••#.,•.•.... .•.•••, 

I  Other  Permanent  Charges  (E.)  .... 

U5MI    3    3 

VL  Payments  in  Anticipation  of  Exchequer 
Receipts,  viz. 
Houmies    •»••...•••..•• ••••« 

134,401     8    0 
104,133  11   I0| 

Warrants,  &c.  (F.  1  &  2.) 

«38,534  19  1(4 
600,417     8    1 

Vll.  Ordnance  (G.) .........il 

%493i778     0  11 
381,364  13    6} 
70,335  15    4 

23,084    6    Oi 

5,850  18  10| 

63,547  15     4 

9.516    4  164 
174,302    4  Hi 

VIII.  Army.-^rdinary  Services ;  viz.        i 

Regulars,    Militia,    and    Volunteef 

6>rp«  '    •••.•.••••• .•«...« 

'BantuJcs     ••...«• ••••.•.•■•« 

''-Staff  Officervand  Officers  of  Gamaons 

Half  Pay  Supernumefary,  and  retired 

Officers • • 

CKRcers  ^Widows     .k. •••«•. «>•...« 

Royal  Hospital  Kilmainham 

Public  Offices,  their  Deputies,  Clerks, 

and  contingent  Expences 

Commissariat  Esublishmem,  (H.) ... 

ExtraoidioarfSenrices 

3,161,780    0    0 
360,091     1  \\\ 

•fX.'M»scellaneous  Services,  (I.) : 

^La«ly,  Votc-of  Credit,  (K.)..^..-.: 

- 

339,232     O     91 
4l8,ft30     7  lOl 

0,536,295     O    7 

1 

Digitized  by 


Google 


xlix] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS^IitELAKD.— i\«6/ic  Expenditure. 


U 


(A.  l.>— Monies  paid  out  of  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  m  the  Year  ending  the  5th  Jan, 
lS09y  towards  defraying  theCharge  oftheFvBLic  Funded  Debt  o/*  Ireland. 


Interest,  ice.  on  the  Funded  Debt  of  Ireland 


Annual  Issue  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt 


Interest  and  AifQuitici 

for  Li«rs  and  T^r"" 

of  Yean,  Ac. 


£,  S.     d. 

3.418,948  19     2 

19,S69     0     7 


3,4rM,8I7   19     9 
67.635     8     4 


3,499.453     8     1 


Charge  of 
MuMfcmcou 


£.  S.     d. 

12,809     0     7 


(A,  2.)'—TotalJmount  of  the  Sums  actually  received  by  the  Cmnmissioners  for  the  Reduction 
of  the  National  Debt,  in  the  Year  ending  5th  Jan.  I8O9. 


• 

10  Great  Britain. 

In  ueland. 

Annual  Issue 

Expired  Annuities , 

£.          S.     d 
534,023  19     4 

£.     '    i.     d. 

67,635     8     4 

2,250     0     0 

150,798     9     5 

Appropriation  of  1  per  Cent  per  Annum  on  Loans  since  1797.. 

Interest  on  Debt  of  Ireland  redeemed  •.••••..••••.• .,.,. 

534,023  19     4 
181,062  12     5 

220,633*  17     9 
116,9rt0     4     5| 

715,386  11     9 
337,644     2     2J 

337,644     2     2f 

• 

1,053,030  13  llj 

(B.) — Interest  on  Exchequer:  Bills,  with  the  Paymentsmade  in  the  Year  from  the  5th  Jan. 

ISOS  to 5th  Jan.  ISO9. 

-  ^ — _     _.-     *—  — -—     J--J 

There  remained  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills  unclaimed  on  5th  January  1 808    23    3    6 

Charge  for   S  ^  '^•2^»00a— from  25th  Dec.  1807  to  27ih  March  1808,  when  paid  off     2,547  18  11 

Interest   ^  200,000— Do to  91st  July  1M8 5,739  14    6 

8,310  16  11 
Deduct  Interest  unclaimed  on  the  5th  January  1809..  ••..••.•• 23    3    6 

Total  Paymeuu  for  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  in  the  Year  to  the  5th  January  1809    £.  8,287  13    5 

(C.) — Payments  made  in  the  Year  ending  5th  January  I8O9,  for  purposes  appointed  by  the 
Parliament  of  Ikelav d  prior  to  the  Umon,  S^c, 

— ' — ■ — = z:    r~3: 

For  I-ottery  Prizes    477    0    0 

Discount  on  Prompt  Payment  of  Loan  Deposites,  &c 43,753  19    5 

F^iacipal  of  Exchequer  Bills 400,000    0    0 

£.  444,230  19     5 
Vot.XIV.i*Wi«iAr.  (D)  '      ' 
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I'ARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Ireland.— Ptti/«:  Espenditure. 


[lii 


(D.) — Payments  madcfro*tt  the  Funds  appropriated  for  local  Purposes  in  lRELAND,.yrji»  thi 
5th  Jan.  1808  to  the  5th  Jan.  I8O9. 


Linen  and  Hempen  Manufacture 

La^an  Navigation  ....•%...... 

Imprdvin^  Dublin.... 

Innf  of  Courts 

Royal  Exchange  and  Cummercial  Buildings 
Fub  Baunty 


X.          «• 

d. 

1,185   10 

7 

2.600     0 

0 

12,958    3L 

1 

657     0 

0 

1,3C5  n 

6 

1,849     7 

6 

£.QX\h95  17 

8 

( V.,)~Puiim€nts  in  the  Year  to  the  5th  Jan.  1 809,  under  the  several  Heads  of  Civil  Listf  Pen- 
.  sionSy  and  other  Permanent  Charges. 


Ajrearun  Civil  Litton  the  5th  January  1808 

Ciiarse  for  Ditto,  for  One  Year  to  the  25th  December  1803 

Deduct  Arrcar  on  the  5th  January  1 S09     

Issues  to  the  Civil  Liit  in  One  Year  to  the  5tb  January  1809 

Pensions •••••••. • 

Other  Permanent  Charges;  viz. 

Public  Infirmaries  •• • ••... 

Public  Coal  Yards 

Army  Baggage 

Puhcc  £»tabllshmcnt     •••••.••••.... 

Inkpccior  General  of  Prions        , 

Transportation  of  Felons       , 

Fees  on  Auditing  Treasury  Accoanu 

laipiCst  Office.. 

Secret  Service <n  dcieciiugTica&onable  Consp.rac:ts    .... 

Aitnuixies  and  Compensation  Alio wancas        

Judges  additional  Salaries,  3wC.    ••. ••... 

Contravened  Elections ., 

Commission  of  inquiry • • ••-...•.. 

Hi>ard  of  Education • 

l.oLiciy  Expcuces .• , 


■~1JI      TTIl 

34,'J53  12     6  J 
145,000     0     0 


179,753   12     6J 
♦  34,472     5     51 


3,500 

3,088 

26,096 

15,917 

200 

5,154 

2,620 

2.600 

8,762 

12,445 

G0,;J13 

730 

1,015 

500 

319 


0  0 

1  10 
17     9 


14  11 


£. 


144,981 
88,044 


7    I 
9  U 


213,115     6    9 

* 


445,441     3    3 


^^^  ,  ,       , , 


( F.  1  ."^ — Antount  of  Bo  v  n  ti  rs  paid  out  of  the  Public  Revenue,  in  the  Year  ending  the  5tkJai» 
1 8O9,  Ifeing  PatffHents  in  the  Naljire  of  Anticipation  of  Exchequer  Receipt. 


£  #. 

On  Linen  Exported       : ..,,  7,302  10 

Fiihing  Vessels , .•...  5,176  O 

Bark  Imported .....-•• ,.,. 1,232  14 

I  r  sh  Coals  brought  Coast w«v>  to  DubLn 22  14 

Ir.*li  Curen  Fish  Expi^rted ....---..... - ..•,...  63  19 

Ir  sh  Tish  0;l  Exponed 38  i 

Fi&n  Imported   4,812  16 

Corn  E^poned  , , ,.,  13  ^ 

B  f  faiid  Pork  Exported 5,009  11 

T.»  Dstillfrs    110)705  17 

ii;>uii  Keuleii , ••.... 23  16 

^.134,401  8 


S 

1 
3 
0 
7 
2 

5 

1 
2* 

S 
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^iiij  PARL.  ACCOVSTS.—lnxhASD— Public  ExpsmdUure.  {\\v 

(^«  2.) — Amount  of  Payments  to  the  Militia,  Arm  v  o/'Reseu  vk,  DRSERTERs'WAiin  ants, 
4c.  in  the  Year  ended  5th  January  1 8O9. 

Milida      -£.93.630     8  4 

Army  of  Reserve H,A70     2  4| 

Deserters  Warrants 1,(»99     0  0 

Army  Half  pay,  &c A]\  \6  64 

Fortification  Compon«auon 1,7*22     2  P^ 

Compensation  to  Revenue  Colleciors  in  lieu  of  Fees  on  Licenses  ("97     'Z  7 


(G.) — Money  paid  to  the  Office  of  Ordv  avce,  in  ike  Year  to  the  Hth  Janvary  ISOp. 

X.        I.    d 

Payments  to  the  Ordnance  for  the  Year  If'OS 4r,8,8n     3   11 

More,  for  Services  performed  in  the  Year  1S07,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament        131,(1('6    4     2 


600,417     8      1 


(H.) — Monies  paid  on  Account  of  His  Majesty  s  Forces  in  Ireland,  m  the  Year  endirgthe 

5th  January  I8O9. 


Regimenu  of  the  Line ...N,257,442  11  2^ 

Militia 887,020     8  5 

Volunteer  Corps    *. ^ 273,978     1  ^ 

Miliury  Hospitals    9,829  13  2 

Royal  Military  Infirmary       4,17114  3J 

Officiating  and  retired  Cbaplams 1,335  12  6 


Barracks .....*. 

Staflf  Officers  and  Officers  of  Garrisons 1. 

Half  Pay,  Supernumerary,  and  reduced  Officers       ....'• 

Officers  Widows       

Royal  Hospital,  Kilmainbam « ^. 

Public  Officers,  their  Deputies,  Clerks,  and  contingent  txpcnccs       .... 
Commissariat  Establishment  ••• 


Extraordinary  Service 


X, 


s,     d. 


2,433,77s  0  n 

381,3<ii  1.'3     Pi 

70.3  3  15     4 

23,084  6     0 

5,S;)0  18  11 4 

63,547  15     r^ 

y,jl6  4  10 

174,302  4  ni 


3,161,780     0     0 
36i),09l      1    11 J 


3,521.871      1    11} 


(l.y^'Payments  in  the  Year  ending 5th  January  iSOg,  for  Miscellakkoi's  Servicks. 


Public  Officers  for  several  Services       

Public  Hospitals  and  Schools 

Miscellaneous  Services    

Public  Boards    ..•• ••• • 

Inland  Navigations    • L 

Improving  Howth  Harbour,  to  complete  .f. 10,000,  Rrantcd  by  43Lh  Geo.  3  c.  1 13 

Repayment  of  Fines  levied  on  Parishes  for  Deficiencies  in  their  Proportion  of  Men 

iortlie  Army  of  Reserve    • ^ 


■  2,230 

0 

0 

137,326 

0 

0 

116,727 

19 

6 

53,100 

0 

0 

20,483 

I 

3 

6,000 

0 

0 

3,\60     0     0 
339,232     0     9 


(K.) — Payments  from  the  Votr  0/^  Credit  in  tlie  Year  ending  5th  Jan,  I8O9. 
Amount  of  Payments  from  the  Vote  of  Credit    ^.418,230    7  10 
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VI.— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


Public  Funded  Debt,  a*  the  tamettood  on  the  5th  January  18^. 


BritMi  CttiTCBCT- 

IfiACorrpKy. 

Sumi  raited       •••••••••••••.••••..••.•••••• 

£.          *.  d. 
54,326,652    2  11 

1,900.000    0    0 
30,238.875     0     0 
16.028,750     0     0 

3,254,375     0     0 
572,000    0     0 

£.      i.    I 

Payable  in  Dublins 
JB.3  per  Cent,  per  Anaum ••.. 

6,680  972  17    1 

JBA  per  Cent,  per  Annum     ..••••• 

227,600    0   0 

£.5  per  Cent,  per  Annum     , 

12,875,450  11   3 

Payable  in  London. 
JB.5  percent,  per  Annum    .• •••..•...•• 

2,058,333    6  8 

£.3  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities 

32,758.781    5  0 

•f.3  per  Cent.  Reduced  Annuities , , .... 

17,364,479    1  4 

j£A  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities....  .-.•......•...,.,.,, 

3,525,573  18  4 

«f.5  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Navy  Annuities    .. - 

619,66<  13  4 

\ 

Annual  CHAEOf. 
Annual  Interest ••••••....•. 

2,665.331     6     2 
217,626  14     2 

69,885     8     4 

710,477  19     4 

• 

Annuities  on  Lives  or  Terms  of  Years , 

Pursuant  to  Act  of  37  Geo.  3    for  Redemption  of  Debt  then 
existing 

By  Acts  providing  1  per  Cent,  for  Redemption 
since  1797      

of  Debu  created 

Total  Priocipil 

Total  of  AnnuahEipencet 

3,663,321     8     0 

76,110,856  15  0 

An  Account  (f  ike  Progress  made  in  the  Rrductiow  of  the  Public  Fundbd  Debt^Iu- 
LAN  D,  ^0  the  5th  of  January  I8O9. 


£.      «.  i 

Stock  Redeemed  by  Sinking  l^und ..•2.933,408    1  3 

Total  Sums  Paid   2,422,695   8  9 

Sdms  Annually  applicable  in  Ireland  to  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Dsbt. 

Annual  Income  of  Loans ••...••.     228.84^11  1 

Annual  Interest  on  Stock  Redeemed 128.652   i  1 


At  the  Establishment  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  <£.100,000  per  Annum  was  granted  for  the  thenezisdiis 
DebU;— <^  32.364  lU.  Sd,  of  which  was  appropriated  to  the  Reduction  of  the  Money  borrowed  la 
Ireland,  by  tlie  government  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  17i>7;  and  j^  67,636.  8*.  4i.  with /.8, 250 
per  Annum  expired  Annuities,  which  fell  m  afterwards,  to  Remainder  of  the  Debt  due  by  Ireland,  prior 
to  the  year  1 797,  without  any  Relerence  to  the  Amount. 

The  Money  borrowed  for  Ireland  by  the  government  of  Great  Briuin  is  not  included  in  the  tbore 
Statement,  being  settled  for  in  England  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  of  Ireland,  and  can  only  bepto- 
cured  from  the  ComipiMioners  for  Reducing  the  National  Pebt  of  England. 
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VII.— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 


An  Accfmnt  of  the  Unfunded  Debt  and  Demands  Outstandii^o  on  the  5th  Day  of 

January  I8O9. 


Loan  Dibintu&bs. 


£, 


Residue  of  Debentaret  bearing  £A  per  Cent.  Interest  to  the  Year 
I'^SS,  provided  for  by  the  27  and  28  Geo.  III.  but  not  claimed  by 
the  Proprietors  I  viz. 

Old  Loan  275 

Loan  by  Lottery  1780    1,220 

Loan  by  Lottery  1781    *., 730 

ExcHiquiE  Bills. 

Outstanding  Exchequer  Bills,  provided  for  by  several  Acts  of  Par- 
liament, but  not  claimed  by  the  Proprietors 
Payable  24  June  1783 


0  0 
0  0 
0     0 


.  Ditto  1790 

■  Ditto  1791 

■  Ditto  1795 

•  Ditto  1801 

•  Ditto  1803 


8 

6 

8 

50 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

(a)  2,225    0    0 


(a)  658    6   .8 


Exchequer  Bills  not  in  course  of  Pavment  till  after  the  5th  January 

1809,  by  48  Geo.  3.  c.  11 2.— Payable  on  or  before  4tb  January 

1810.  (j^.500,0<H)  British) * (b)54l,66^  13 

LoTTxnY  Phizes: 
Outstanding  Lottery  Prizes  of  the  several  Lotteries  from  1 782  to  1 80 1 (a)26, 1 97    0 


Total ^.570,747     0    0 


(a)  Provision  has  been  made  for  these  Sums  by  several  Acts  of  Parliament. 

(b)  To  be  provided  for. 


VIII.— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


An  Account,  shewing  how  the  Mavius  granted  for  the  Srkyice,  of  the  Year  1608,  haoebeen 
disposed  <^;  so  far  as  relates  to  Ireland. 


SfeRVICES. 


tORCES. 

Army,  including  Pay,  Clothing,  Ageacy,  and 
the  annual  Allowances  to  Field  Officers, 
Captains,  and  Riding  Masters,  the  Extra 
Allowance  for  Farriery,  tec,  &c.  ftnd  also 
certain  Miscellaneous  Charges  on  account 
of  said  Army,  1,385,057.  1 1.  6.  British 
(part  of  7,277,980.  7.  0.)  1.500,419  0  9 

Foreign  Corps  70,911.  3.  It),  fir. 

(put  of  866^58.  7.  0.)     -    76,920  9  1 


8VM8  CraSted. 


£.         1.     rf. 


£.       t.    d. 


1,577,399    9  U      1,257,442  11     2        319,956  18    9 


£.        i.    d. 
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\^ 


Militia,  including  Contingencies  and  Allow- 
ancet  to  Non-commiuioned  Officer f  and 
private  Men  for  small  Beer,  and  while 
on  a  march,  846,408.  17.  6.  Br.  (part  of 
3,082,870.  17  10.)   

Volunteer  Corpt  641,487.  0  0  Br.  (part  of 
1,293.487.  0.  0.)      

General  and  StaiF  Officers,  and  Officers  of  the 
Hospitals,  serving  with  the  forces,  and  the 
Charge  of  His  Majesty's  Garrisons,  69,502. 
1.  4.  Br.  (part  of  433,404.  7.  9.) 

Full-Pay  to  Supernumerary  Officers  of  His 
Majesty's  Land  Forces,  778.  1.  9.  Br.  (part 
of  32,991.  4.  5.)      

The  Principal  Officers  of  several  Public  De- 
partments, thc.r  Deputies,  Clerks,  and 
Contingent  Expences,  8,921.  14,  0.  Br. 
(part  of  197,602.  13.  6.)      

Half-Pay  to  reduced  Officers  of  Land  Forces, 
26^267.  15.  3.  Br.  (part  of  226,017.  15.  3) 

Military  Allowances  to  reduced  Officers  oJ 
the  Land  Forces,  464.  13.  8.  Br.  (part  oi 
10,464.  13.  8.) 

In  and  Out  Pensioners  of  the  Royal  Ho^piral 
near  Ktlroainham,  and  Ezpcncc^  of  said 
Hospital,  63,821.  5.  9.  Br.  (part  of  434,4 10. 
8.  9.)   

Pensions  to  Widows  of  Officers  of  the  Land 
Forces,  and  Expences  attending  the  same 
6,000.  Br.  (part  of  46,495.  10.  6.)       .... 

Retired  and  Officiating  Chaplains  of  His  Ma< 
jesty's  Forces,   2,852.  5.  3.  Br.  (part  of 

General  Hospital  Expences  of  His  Majesty's 
Forces,  in  Ireland,  including  Medicamcnu, 
for  General  and  Regimenul  Hospitals,  and 
the  Charge  of  the  Royal  Miliury  Infirmary, 
Dublin,  for  Sick  and  Wounded  Soldiers, 
18,676.  8.  9.  Br.  (part  of  118,676.  8.  9.). 

Barrack  Department  m  Ireland  442,262.  13. 
5.  Br.  

Commissariat  Establishment  in  Ireland,  and 
extra  Forage  for  the  Cavalry  190,253.  7.  4. 

Extraordinary  Service  of  the  Army  in  Ireland 
500,000  Br. 

OaDHANCI. 

^  Office  of  Ordnance  in  Ireland,  for  the  Year 

1808(432,748.  15.  11.) 

More  for  defraying  the  £xpe;nce  of  Services 

performed  in  the  Year  1807  and  notprovi- 

'     ded  for  by  Parliament  (121,482.  13.  1.  Br.) 

PvBLtc  OFFicBitt  for  several  Sbbvicbs. 

S.  Moore,  esq.  Ace. Gen.  for  his  extraordinary 
Trouble  and  Expeuce  in  preparing  and 
stating  the  Public  Accounu  of  Ireland, 
laid  before  Parliament  in  1 808      

J. Smart,  esq.  Dcp.  Ace.  Gen.  for  dmo  .... 

P.  Le  Bas,  esq.  Examtnatorof  Corn  Bounties, 
for  keeping  the  Accounts  in  said  Office  . . 

R.  Marshall,  esq.  Inspector  Gen.  of  Imporu 
and  Exports,  for  preparing  the  Acco'ints  of 
the  Imports  and  Exports  of  Ireland,  for 
Parliament,  for  Two  years,  endin;^  the  5th 
Jan.  1808 


916,942  18  11 
694,944    5     0 

75,293  18     1 
842  18     6 

9,665     3     6 
28,456   14  10 

503     8     1 

69,139  14  6 
6,500  0  0 
3,089  19  0 

20,232  16  1 
479,117  17  10 
206,107  16  3 
541,666  13  4 

468,811  3  11 
131,606  4  3 


340  0  0 
240  0  0 

200  0  0 


500  0  0 


.887.020  8  5 

273,978  1  4 

70,035  15  4 

842  7  1 

9,516  4  10 

21,920  6  6 

'321  12  4 

63,547  15  3 

5,850  18  10 

1,335  12  6 

14,001  7  5 

381,364  13  8 

174,302  4  11 

360,091  1  11 

468,811  O   11 

131,606  4  2 


340    0    0 
240    0    0 

200    0    0 


500    0    0 


29,922  10    6 
420,966    3     8 

4»95S     2    9 
0  115 

148  13     7 
6,536     8    4 

181    15     9 

5,591   19    5 

649     1     1 

1.754    6    6 


6,231     8  8 

97,753     4  1 

31,805   11  3 

181,573   II  4 
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H.  3.  Haatenvillc,  esq.  First  Clerk  in  the 
Office  of  the  Inspector  General  of  Imporu 
and  Exports  of  Ireland,  for  preparing  Ac- 
counts fuF  Parliament      » 

Geo.  Hatton,  esq.  Examinator  of  Excise,  for 
preparing  Account's  for  Parliament       .... 

Sam.  Hood,  esq.  Assistant  Examiner  of  Ex- 
cise, for  prepaiing  Accounts  for  Parliamcni 

Tho.  Haffield,  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Au- 
ditor of  the  Exchequer,  for  prepariag  Ac- 
counts for  Parliament      .••...•.. 


22,018     0  0 

2,500    0  0 

9,429  18  0 

1,047  10  2 

740     0  0 


M1SCSU.AN10US  Services!  from  5th  Jan. 
ISOS  to5th  Jan.  1809. 

Expcnceof  Civil  Buildings. ....•• «. 

Expencc  of  printing  250  Copies  of  the  Acts  of 
.   the  48ili  Year  of  His  present  Majesty 
Charge  of  Printing,    btationary,  and  ottier 

Disbursements   fur  the  Chief  and  Under 

Secretaries  Office  and  Apartments,  and 

other  Public  Offices,  in  Dublin  Castle,  &c. 

and  for  Riding  Charges  and  other  Expences 

of  the  Deputy  Pursmvants,  and  extra  Mes 

sengers  attending  the  said  Offices 

Expence  of  apprehending  Public  Offenders 

in  Ireland 
Support  of  the  Non-conforming  Ministert  in 

Irebnd 

Expence  of  Pratique,  in  the  Port  of  Dublin 
Charge  of  Clothing  the  Battle-Axe-Guards, 

for  Eighteen  Months,  commencing  1st  Dec. 

1808     

Towards  the  Expence  of  building  a  Pier  at 

the  North  Side  of  Howth,  for  the  Accom- 
modation of  His  Majesty's  Packets  be- 
tween Dublin  and  Holyhead,  and  for  keep 

ing  them  afloat  at  all  times  of  the  tide  ....  I       10,000    0    0 
To  enable  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Lord 

Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  refund  the  like 

Sum  paid  into  his  Office  for  Wool  Licences, 

since  the  5th  Jan.  1801    ; 1,250  13  10 

Expcnceof  publishing  Proclamations  and  Ad- 
vertisements in  the  Dublin  Gazette  and 

other  News  papers  in  Ireland.* 10,500    0    0 

Expence  of  (Criminal  Prosecutions  and  other 

Law  Expences  in  Ireland       25,000    0    0 

Expenditure  at  H:s  Majesty's  Gold  Mine  at 

Croaghan  in  the  County  of  Wicklow  ....  9^^    0    0 

For  Reimbursing  the  Accovmtant  General  of 

the  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland  Arrears 

of  Annual  Allowances  to  Clerks  in  his 

Office 475    0    0 

For   repny iBg    to    Edward    Kent,  esq.  the 

Monies  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  Ireland 

by  him  in  his  own  wrong       ••..•.......  512    8    0 

For  paying  the  Salaries  of  the  Lottery  Offices 

in  Ireland  4,434    0    0 

Charge  of  Incidents  of  the  Treasury  of  Ire 

land    6,000    0    0 


PbBLic  BoAKDs:  from  5th  Jan.  1808  to  5th 

Jan.  1809. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Linen  and  Hempen  Ma 

nufaetures,  for  Oqe  Year.. •••^.. 

f  xpences  of  the  Fanning  Society  of  Irelaad. . 


SUMS  Craa-c«l. 


£.  i.  d. 

400  0  0 

200  0  0 

150  0  0 

200  0  0 

25,000  0  0 

1,200  0  0 


21,600    0    0 
5,000    0     0 


£,  t.  d. 

400  0  0 

200  0  0 

150  6  0 

200  0  0 

25,000  0  0 

1,200  0  0 


22,018     0  0 

1,938     2  9 

9,429  18  0 

1,047  10  2 

740     0  0 


6,185  11  3 

1,250  13  10 

10,499  15  6 

25,000     0  0 

997     0  0 

475     0  0 

512     8  0 

4,434     0  0 

6,000    0  0 


21,600    0    0 
5^000    0    0 


£, 


t.     tL 


561  17    2 


3,814     8     8 


0    4    6 
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Tlie  Dublin  Society,  for  promoting  Hosban. 
dry  and  other  useful  Arts  in  Ireland      .. •. 

Expences  of  the  Cork.  Institation     >. • . 

The  Commissioners  for  making  wide  and 
convenient  Streets  in  the  City  of  Dublin  . 

The  Board  Of  First  FruiU ;  for  building  oew 
Churches  and  re- building  Old  Churches, 
and  building  Glebe  Houses  in  such  Manner 
as  said  Board  shall  think  fit 


Public  Hospitals  and  Scvools:  from  5th 

Jan.  1308  to  5th  1S09. 
For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Incorporated 

Society  in  Dublin,  for  promoting  English 

Protestant  Schools  in  Ut^laod .^. 

Expence  of  the  Foundling  Hospital  in  Dublin 
Charge  of  the  Hibernian  Marine  Society  in 

Dublin^. 

Expence  of  the  Hibernian  School  for  Soldiers 

Children     ....• 

Charge  of  the  Female  Orphan  House  near 

Dublin 

Ezpences  which  may  be  incurred  by  the 

Association    for  discountenancing   Vice, 

and  promoting  the  Knowledge  and  Practice 

of  the  Christian  Religion 

Towards  supporting  the  Westmoreland  Lbck 

Hospital  in  Dublin   • •• 

Charge  of  supporting  the  House  of  Industy 

and  Penitentiary  in  Dublin     ••.... 

Expence  of  Maintaining  Eighty  Patients  in 

the  House  of  Recovery  and  Fever  Hospital 

in  Cork  Street  Dublin 

Expence  of  the  Lyiag-in  Ho^piUl  in  Dublin. 
For  completing  the  Buildings  at  Stephen's 

Green  for  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 

in  Ireland   « ••.•.... 

Charge  of  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  of 

Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests      .... 
For  finishing  the  Repairs  of  Doctor  Steven's 

Hospital  and  defraying  Ezpences  thereof 
For  erecting  Buildings  at  Sir  Patrick  Dunn's 

Clinical  Hospital     

Charge  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Seminary  in 

Ireland. ••• • ••......•••••.. 


SUMS  G rawed. 


£.  *.  d. 

10,000  0  0 

2,000  0  0 

4,500  0  0 


10,000    0    0 


23,103  0  0 

22,50P  0  0 

2,896  0  0 

14,958  0  0 

3,758  0  0 

1,926  0  0 

14,78^  0  0 

28,797  0  0 


4,122    0    0 
2,668    0    0 


5,300  0  0 

600  0  0 

1,824  0  0 

4,038  0  0 

9,250  0  0 


<i^.   5,544,281  12    4 


£, 

10,000 

2,000 


4,500    0    0 


io,ogo   0   0 


23,103  0  0 

22,500  0  0 

2,896  0  0 

14,958  0  O 

3.758  0  0 

1,926  0  0 

11,786  0  0 

28,797  0  0 


4,122    0     0 
2,668    0    0 


5,)00  0  0 

600  0  0 

1,824  0  0 

4,03$  0  0 

9,250  0  0 


/.  I 


4,461,872    9     7  :  1.112.409    g   » 


END  OF  THE  ^IKAWCE  ACCOUNTS  FOR  1809. 
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Amount  of «»  Exemptions  granted  to  Foreigners,  .n  rap^tofthe  Dutt  tHthevanoH* 
Fvhus  of  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  DivimRM  of  the  Ea»t  India  and  South  Sea  Com- 
paniet;  under  Tit  Propeett  Tax  ;  for  the  Year  ending  10th  October  1808. 


rrOCK  or  ANNUITIBS. 


For  the  Quarter  ending  January  1808. 

3  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities - y 

5  percent  Navy  Annuities... • ^• 

East  India  Stock. - 

South  SeaStock     •• •.. 

Sooth  Sea  Annotties  1751     « 

3  per  Cent.  Imperial  Annuities    

9  percent.  Annuities  1726   • 

loiDCrial  Annuities  ••. •••• •• 

Irisn Tontine  Annuities 

£ichequer  Annuities     ••..•••..•••••••• *•• 

Short  Annuities       • • 

New  South  Sea  Annutiet    % • • •• 


DIVIDEMO. 


£.        *. 

179,721     6 

6,365  11 

23,416     3 

19,770  18 

2,345  17 

1,186    3 

1,248     7 

617    3 

969     8 

533  17 

1,027  16    6 

7,852    2     8 


245,054  15    3 


For  the  Qjiarter  ending  April  1808. 


S  pf  Ceal>  Ktfafd  Annuities   

4  per  Cent.  CoiKolidated  Aonuitieft   •«. 

Old  South  Sea  Annuities       — 

Long  Annuities     .••••■«••••.•••••••' 

5  per  Cent  Annuities  1797 

3  per  Cent  Xr»sl»  Annuities 

Irish  Annaicies ...••—.*.•. 

Szcbequer  Aonuittes     »•. •••• 


For  the  QoarUi  coding  July  1808. 


$  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Anfkiitiet 
5  per  Cent.  Navy  Annuities  ....•••• 

East  India  Stock. 

South  Sea  Stock    • 

South  Sea  Annuities  1751    ••.•  —  .• 
3  per. Cent  Imperial  Annuities  ..... 

3  per  Cent  Annuities  1726  •«. 

Imperial  Annuities       «•••....•••• 
Irish  Tontine  Annuities .....••••••. 

Exchequer  Aiinuitics    

Kew  South  Sea  Annuities    ••  • 


For  Che  Qoarter  ending  October  lt08. 


9  pet  Cent  Redticcd  Anrttrities  .... 

4  per  Ceut  Consolidated  Annuities 
Old  South  Sea  Annuities 

^og  Annotties • 

5  percent  Annuities  1797 

3  per  Cent  Irish  Annuities  ........ 

Irish  Aiuittitiei      •••••—•• 


Total  Amount  of  Exemptiont  <m  DiTidends  in  OKh  Qowter, 

January  1808. •.-..  «*^^    *  t)         X.      m.    d. 

April        6.465  17  8C     ai,450  10     1 

July        34.*«    2  *C 

bctober 6/S32    't  9i 


VoL.XIV.  JfpemOM. 


17,971 

635 

2.341 

1,976 

234 

118 

124 

62 

96 

53 

102 

7^5 


11     0 
17     1 
6     8. 
17  10 
M)    9 


24,504    4    6 


33.775  15  8 

3,377  3 

1 

16,915  16  9 

1,691  8 

11. 

7,056  4  11 

7A5  10 

2 

3,247  16  11 

322  10 

11 

952  6  7 

95  I 

2 

1,954  5  0 

195  8 

6 

165  10  4 

16  10 

9 

22  5  8 

2  4 

2 

64,670  I  10 

6,465  17 

8 

175,726  IT  2 

5,901  7  2 

22.911  7  4 

19,678  15  10 

2,332  2  ^ 

808  11  6 

17,571  16 

589  17 

2,290  16 

1,967  12 

233  3 

80  17 

11 

1,223  2  5 
601  16  5 

122  5 
60  3 

6,756  12  4 
1,070  a  a 
7,488  18  3 

675  11 

107  0 
748  15 

244,499  10  10 

24,448  0 

31,305  45 

9 

5,190  3 

4 

16.017  6 

3 

1,601  11 

1 

•7,433  5 

3 

740  4 

B 

2,664  17 

8 

265  9 

3 

856  9 

2 

85  10 

% 

1,899  5 

0 

189  18 

6 

165  10 

4 

16  10 

9 

60,332  9 

5 

6/)32  7 

0 

(£J 
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Jn  Account  of  the  Notfs  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  Cirouiaium^  including  Bavk  Poct 
B1LL8,  from  the  \st  l-fh.  1808  to  Ut  Feb,  1809;  diiiinguUAing  Me  Amouut  tn  Circula- 
tion tn  each  Quarter,  and  the  Jmovnt  of  those  under  the  Value  of  Five  Pounds. 


Notes  of  Five  Pounds  each,  and  upwards,  including 
Bank.  Pose  Bills  payable  Seven  Days  aficr  S  ght. 

1808.  May  1      13,429,640. 

August  1      13,521,380. 

November  1     13,253.460. 

1809.  February  1     13,226,860. 


Notes  of  <£2  and  <^1  each. 

1808.  May  I     4^062,960. 

August  I     4^123,290. 

November  1 4^211,710. 

1809.  February  I     4,353,200. 


Jn  Account  of  the  Notks  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  in  CirculatioHy  from  the  Ut  Feb,  1808 
to  \st  Feb,  I8O9,  including  Bank  Post  Bills;  Distingnisking  the  Amount  in  Ctrcuh- 
tion  in  each  Quarter^  ttnd  the  Amount  of  those  under  the  Value  of  Free  Pounds. 

Value  of  ^.5.  and  upwards         w 1,974,700  18  5 

riuo  below  Five  Pounds • ««      851,839  17  3 

IstMay  1808  , jf.  g,R93.9^3   I A  8 

Value  Of  ^.5.  and  upwards       ^^.•.« 1,975^*^4   lU  3 

Ditto  below  Five  Pounds   908,443  14  0 

1st  August  1808        X.  2  8S4,178     4  3 

Value  of  X.5. and  upwards 2.U72,SMy5  II  9| 

Pitto  below  Five  Pounds  , W4,895     3  6 

1st  November  1808 £  2,V0",844>  U  8| 

Value  of  jr.5.  and  upwards 2,l«u364    5  6 

Pittq  belifw  Five  Pounds • V69»l^  14  5 

lit  February  1809  ,.  3  0t2,5.15  19  9 


LIST  OF  PUBLIC  ACTS, 

Passed  in  the  Third  Session  of  the  Fourth  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Briiain  and  Ireland^^9l^  of  George  HI. 


Cap.  1.  An  act  for  continuing  Co  hi*  majesty 

certttin  diHies  on  (Vlalt,  dugar,  Tobacco,  and 

Snu0',  in  Great   Britain ;   and  on  Pensions 

Odices,  und   Personal   Efitate^  in  Englaiid ; 

for  ibe  !»€iviee  of  tlie  year' 1809. 
f .  An  act  fur  raising  the  sum  of  10,500,000/. 

by  Exchequer  BiiU,  (or  the  service  of  Great 

Britain,  tor  tlie  year  1809. 
9«  An  net  for  raising  the  sum  of  1,500,000/. 

hy  Exchequer  Bills,  for  ihesenice  of  Great 

Britain,  for  the  year  1809. 
4.  An  uct  to  allow  a  certain  proportion  of  the 

Militia  of  Gieat  Britain,  to  enlibt  voluntarily 

into  the  Regular  Forces. 
5*  An  ace  to  all  )w  a  certain  proportion  of  .the 

Militia  in   Ireland  voluntarily  to  enlist  into 

bis  majesty *s  Regular  Forces. 
0*  An  net  loi  the  iCeliefof  Piisonersin  Custody 

for  iNon-payment  of    Money  j^urtuaot  to 

orders  of  CoorU  of  ilquity. 


7.  An  act  to  prohibit  the  Distilhition  of  Spirits 
from  Com  or  Grain,  in  the  United  Kiof- 
dom,  for  a  limited  time. 

8.  An  act  to  suspend  the  Importation  of  Bri> 
tish  or  Irish  made  Spirits  into  Great  Bniain 
or  Ireland  respecfively,  until  the  IsC  of  Jme 
1809. 

9.  An  act  to  grant  Bounties  on  the  Importa- 
tion of  Fbix  ^eed  into  Ireland  from  Great 
Britain,  until  the  8th  day  of  April  1809 ; 
and  to  amend  the  Laws  for  the  Rceolatioii 
of  the  Linen  Maootacture  io  Ireland,  to  tttf 
QS  relates  to  importers  ul  Flax  Seed.  '    ' 

10.  An  act  to  continue  so  much  of  an  act  of  the 
47 tb  year  of  his  present  maiesty,  as  aUow»a 
Bounty  upon  don  hie  re6ned  Siigar  exponed, 
until  the  S5tii  of  March  1811 ;  and  bO  modi 
of  the  SHUie  act  as  allows  a  bounty  on  Raw 
Sugar  exported  .until  tbe  SMi  of  March 
1810. 
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11.  An  act  for  further  continuing,  until  the 
ft5th  of  March  1810,  certain  Bounties  ! 
and  Drawbacks  on  the  Exportation  of  Su^r 
from  Great  Britain';  and  for  suspending  tne  { 
Countervailing;  Duties  and  Bounties  on  Sugar  f 
when  the  Duties  imf^ed  by  an  act  of  the  ] 
46th  year  of  his  present  majesty  shall  be 
suspended.  | 

19.  An  act  for  punishing  Mutiny  and  Deser-  ! 
tion ;  and  for  the  better  payment  of  the  I 
Army  and  their  Quarters.  { 

IS.  An  act  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  j 
the  Forging  of  Bank  Notes,  Bank  Bills  of  £x- 
change,  and  Bank  Post  Bills,  and  the  Nego- 
ciation  of  forged  and  counterfeited  Bank  I 
Notes,  Bank  B;llsof  £xchange,and  Bank  Post  ' 
Bills,  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  ! 
Bank  of  Ireland.  I 

14.  An  act  for  repealing  an  act  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Scotland,  relative  to  Child  Murder; 
and  for  making  other  Provisions  in  lieu  there- 
of. 

15.  An  act  to  indemnify  such  persons  in  the 
United  Kingdom  as  luive  omitted  to  qualify 

-  themhelves  for  Offices  and  Employments, 
and  for  extending  the  Times  limited  for  those 
purposes  respectively,  until  the  25tl)  of 
March  1810;  and  to  permit  such  persons 
in  Great  Britain  as  have  omitted  to  make  and 
file  Aifidavits  of  the  Execution  of  Inden- 
tures of  Clerks  to  Attomies  and  Solicitors, 
to  make  and  file  the  same  on  or  before  the 
1st  day  of  Hilary  Term  1810. 

1^6.  An  act  to  allow  the  Imp9rtation  of 
Rum  and  other  Spirits,  from  the  island  of 
Bermuda  into  the  province  of  Lower  Cana- 
da, without  payment  of  Duty,  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  such  Importation 
way  be  made  directly  from  his  majesty's 
Sugar  Colonies  in  tlie  West  Indies. 

17.  An  act  to  authorize  his  majesty,  during  the 
.     prer>eut  War,  to  make  Regulations  respecting 

the  Trade  and  Commerce  to  and  from  the 
Cape  of  GootI  Uope. 

18.  An  act  for  continuing  until  the  25th  day 
of  March  f8l4,  several  acts  for  the  Tree 
Importation  of  Cochineal  and  Indigo ;  and 
until  the  ^5ih  of  March  1819,  an  act  of  the 
46th  year  of  his  present  majesty,  to  permit 
the  exportation  oi  Wool  from  the  British 
Plantations  in  America. 

,  19.  An  act  for  tHc  Regulation  of  bis  majesty's 
Royal  Mariue  Forces  while  on  shore. 

SO.  An  act  to  make  perpetual  several  Laws  re- 
lating  to  the  Encouragement  of  the  SilkManu- 
factores ;  to  the  allowing  the  Importation  of 
Rape  Seed,  and  other  Seeds  used  forcxtracting 
Oil,  whenever  the  orices  of  middling  British 
Rape  Seed  shall  be  above  a  certain  limit ; 
to  the  encouraging  the  growth  of  Coffee  in 
his  majesty's  Plantations  in  America ;  and 
for  amending  and  making  perpetual  several 
Laws  relating  to  the  preventing  the  clandes- 
tine running  of  goods,  and  Die  danger  of 
Infection  therebv ;  and  to  the  allowing  the 
Importation  of  &al  Skint  cured  with  Foreign 
Salt  free  of  Dtity. 


SI.  An  act  for  granting  Annnities  to  discharge 

certain  Excheouer  Bills. 
SS.  An  act  for-allowing  the  Importation  and 

Exportation  of  certain  goods  and  commodi* 

ties  into  and  from  the  port  of  Falmou'h  in 

the  island  of  Jamaica. 

55.  An  act  lor  further  continuing  until  the 
25th  of  Marrh  1810,  an  act  made  in  the 
SPth  year  of  his  present  majesty,,  for  prohibit- 
ing Uie  Exportation  from  and  permitting  the 
Importation  to  Great  Britain  of  Corn  ;  and 
for  allowing  the  Importation  of  other  articles 
of  provision  without  payment  of  Duty. 

54.  An  act  for  charging  with  Duty  Spent  Wasb^ 
re-dist  lied  in  Great  Britain. 

25.  An  act  to  permit,  until  the  S5th  of  March 
1811,  the  Importation  of  Tobacco  into 
Great  Britain,  from  any  place  whatever. 

56.  An  act  for  allowing  until  the  S5th  of  March 
1810,  the  Importation  of  contain  Fish  from 
parts  of  the  coast  of  his  majesty's  North 
American  colonies;  and  for  granting  a  Boon* 
ty  thereon. 

57.  An  act  for  establishing  Courts  of  Jndica* 
ture  in  the  island  of  Newfoundland  and  the 
islands  adjacent ;  and  for  re-annexing  part 
of  the  coast  of  Labrador  and  the  islands - 
lying  oil  the  said  coa&t  to  the  govenlinent  of 
Newfouadland. 

58.  An  act  to  enable  the  Clerks  of  the  ICing's 
Coroner  and  Attorney  in  ihe  Court  of  King't 
Bench  to  be  admitted  as  Attomies. 

39.  An  act  for  the  Appropriation  of  SO^OOO^ 
out  of  the  Consohdated  Fond  of  Ireland, 
toward  tlie  Encouragement  of  the  saving 
of  Flax  Seed  for  sowing  in  Ireland. . 

80.  An  act  to  continue  until  the  S5th  of  March 
1810,  certain  acts  for  regulatin4  the  Draw- 
backs and  Bounties  oh  the  Exportation  of 
Sogar  firom  Ireland,  and  for  warehousing  in 
Ireland,  Rum  or  Spirits  of  the  British  Sugar 
Plantations. 

81.  An  act  to  continue  until  the  S5thdayof 
March  1810,  an  act  of  the  4l8t  year  of  hia 
present  majesty,  for  prohibiting  the  Exporta- 
tion from  Ireland,  and  for  permitting  the 
Importation  into  Ireland,  Duty  free,  of 
Com,  and  other  provisions. 

55.  An  act  for  contmuing  and  making  per- 
petual several  Diuies  of  Is.  6d ,  repealed  bj 
an  act  of  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
on  Offices  and  Enployments  of  profit,  and 
on  Annuities,  Pensions  aiid  Stipends,  and 
thereby  granted  for  one  year  to  the  S5tli  of 
March  1809. 

88.  An  act  to  grant  an  Excise  Duty  on  Spirits 
made  or  distilled  from  Sugar  in  Ireland, 
during  the  prohibition  of  Distiilation  from 
Cora  or  Grain  there,  in  lieu  of  the  Excis« 
Duty  now  chargeable  thereon,  and  to  allow, 
a  Drawback  on  the  Export  thereof  to  foreign 
parts. 

34.  An  act  to  permit  the  Registry  at  Malta  of 
Ships  taken  as  prize. 

85.  An  act  (or  the  mo)re  convenient  pay- 
ment of  Pensions  u  Widows  of  Queers  of 
the  Navy. 
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311.  Aq  Act  to  MnefMl  m  act  sntde  ia  ibe  4Sth 
jear  of  his  present  m^eity,  for  unending 
and  rendering  mort  effectool  an  act  of  tbe 
parliament  of  Ireland,  for  erecting  and 
estabiiahiitg  public  Infirmaries  or  Hospitals. 

ST.  An  act  for  increasing  the  Rates  of  Sub- 
siflteoce  to  be  paid  to  lun-keepers  and  others 
on  quartering;  Soldiers. 

S%  An   act  for  farther  conttnoioK  until  the 

!?5^  of  July  18t1,  an  act  made  in  the  fldrd 

year  of  hit  present  mi^esty,  for  rendering  tbe 

liaymeot  of  Creditors  more  equal  and  ex- 

,     peditioas  iu  Scotland. 

Sd.  An  art  for  makiag  Compensation  to  tbe 
Proprietors  of  such  Lands  aad  Heredita- 
ments as  have  beenpurobased  ff»r  better  se- 
curing his  ma^ty*s  Docks,  Ships,  and  Stores, 
at  Portsmouth :  and  for  extending  the  lines 
and  works  at  Dover ;  in  panuance  of  an 
act  made  in  the  46ih  year  of  bis  present 
■"U«efy. 

4B,  An  act  to  amend  and  render  fwore  efiectual 
an  acty  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 

•  flwnr,  foi*  enabling  his  majesty  to  estabiiis}! 
a  permanent  Local  Miiitaa  Force,  under 
certain  RestrictiiMis,  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Keafan. 

il.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  made  in  the  48th 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  to  provide  that 
sritish  ships  captured  by  the  enemy,  be- 
coming the  property  of  Brttish  lobjects,  shnll 
not  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  British 
ahipt. 

4A.  An  act  for  better  regulating  the  public 
Records  of  Scotland. 

43.  An  act  for  regulating  the  mode  in  which 
the  average  price  of  Brown  or  Muscovado 
Sugar,  exclusive  of  tbe  Duty  tliereon,  is  to 
be  ascertained  under  tbe  provisions  of  an  act 
passed  in  the  46th  year  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty. 

44.  An  act  to  permit  Goods  brought  in  ns  Prize, 
aad  restored  by  ihe  Court  of  Admiralty,  or 
which  have  been  seized  as  Droits,  and  so  re- 

^stored,  to  be  «o)d  or  transferred  within  this 
kingdoia,  without  paying  the  Home  Con- 
sumption Duty. 

45.  An  act  for  more  conveniently  paying  of 
Allowances  on  the  Compassionate  List  ef 
tlie  Navy,  and  of  Half  pay  to  Oficers  of  the 
Roynl  Marines. 

40.  An  act  to  authnrire  the  principal  Officers 
<>f  the  Custo;iis  in  the  British  colonies  nnd 
plantations  in  America  ami  the  Weitt  Indies, 
to  examine  Witnesses  on  Oath. 

47.  An  act  to    permit    certain  articles,    the 

frowtb,  production,  or  manufacture  of 
ilurope,  to  be  laden  and  shipped  on  botird 
ships  nrriving  with  Britiba  North  American 
produce,  and  Fish  taken  by  settlers  ta  the 
British  North  American  colonies,  at  any 
port  of  Europe,  in  order  ta  he  expr»rred  to 
tbe  principnl  ports  in  the  Britiah  colonies 
and  plantations  in  North  Amerida. 

48.  An  act  to  amend  and  render  more  eflleo- 
tual  an  act,  passed  in  the  last  session  of 
parliameaty  tor  enabling  bif  mi^eaty  to  cata- 


blisb  a  permatient  hood  Miitia  Fem  ii 
Scotland,  under  certain  Reatrictioos,  fbrtbi 
Defence  a[  tbe  Realm. 

49.  An  acttoaailMria^luaBiajestytopcnut, 
until  the  S6th  of  March  181^  any  Goods 
and  Commodities  to  be  imported  wla  aad 
exported  from  Nova  Scotia  and  NewBraos- 
wick,  in  any  Ship  or  Vessel  whatsoever. 

S0»  An  act  to  aaoend  so  oMicfa  of  an  act  nuHk 
in  the  37th  y^ar  of  his  present  majestj,  for 
granting  to  his  n»yeaty  certain  Stemp  Du- 
ties, as  relates  to  the  Limitation  aocordiog 
to  which  the  Discount  of  Newspapers  ii  re- 
gulated. 

51.  Att  att  to  continue  until  the  1st  of  Au^ 
1810,  and  amend  certain  acts  for  appaiot- 
ing  Coinmi^siooers  to  enquire  into  the  Fees, 
Gratuities,  Perquisites,  and  Eaaolnmenti  r^ 
ceived  in  several  Pablic  Offices  in  IreUad; 
to  examine  into  any  Abases  whidi  mj 
exist  ia  the  eame,  and  into  tbe  mode  of  r^ 
ceivine,  collecting,  issuing,  and  accoasnoi 
for  Public  Mone^f  in  Ireland. 

>53.  An  act  for  raising  ihe  sura  of  ^OQOfiOOl. 
by  Exfihe^er  Bills,  for  the  service  of  Oic« 
Britain,  for  the  year  1809.    * 

53.  An  act  for  completing  the  Militia  of  Gteil 
Britain. 

54.  An  act  for  the  Relief  of  certain  Lnehefil 
Debtors  in  Ireland. 

65.  An  act  for  rectifying  Mistakes  in  tbt 
Names  of  the  Commissioners  appeiDted  hj 
an  act  of  the  last  session  of  parlianieor  iitf 
appointing  Conamissioners  for  onnyini  into 
execution  an  act  of  this  session  of  parii»> 
ment  lor  granting  to  his  majesty  a  Duty  on 
Pensions  attd*  (MBces  in  Eaglaod,  and  ao 
act,  made  iu  tbe  38ih  year  of  his  prssecl 
majesty,  fur  grnatiog  an  Aid  to  his  Ms* 
jesty  by  a  Laiio  Tax  to  be  raised  in  Great 
Britain  for  the  service  of  the  year  179^ 
and  for  wppointing  other  Commissioners  to- 
gether with  those  named  in  tbe  first  taro- 
tioned  act,  to  put  in  exeeution  an  act  of 
this  session  of  parliament  for  continaing  to 
his  majesty  cenain  Duties  on  Malt,  Sa^ar, 
Tobacco,  and  SnaF,  in  Great  Britain,  aod 
on  Pensions,  Offices,  and  Personal  fistatff 
in  England,  for  the  service  of  the  T^^r 
1009,  also  the  said  act  made  in  ike  58Ui 
year  of  his  present  miyesty ;  and  for  iadtrn- 
nifying  sAch  persons  as  have  acted  as  Cobh 
missiooersibr  executing  the  said  acts. 

50.  An  act  for  completing  the  Militia  ef  Ir^ 
land. 

57.  An  act  for  improving  the  quab'ty  of  Bset 
in  Ireland,  by  drther  preveHting  the  use  of 
uim:ialted  Corn,  or  of  any  deteterioos  or  oa- 
wbolesome  ingredients  therein,  and  for  tlis 
better  securing  tJie^coUectioa  of  the  Msit 
Duties  in  Ireland. 

58.  An  act  to  explain  and  render  mors  eflec- 
tual  fta  act|  pasted  in  the  parBafl>enc  of 
Ireland  in  the  d6th  year  of  his  present  aia- 
jesty's  reign,  for  the  Encoaragement  aad 
Kehef  of  Friendly  Societiee. 

59.  Aa  act  to  permi&    the  Trade  |betw«f| 


Digitized  by  LjOOQiC 


Uxiul  UST  OP  PUBUC  ACTS  PASSED  49  GEO.  !II.  pxxW 


Great  Briuin  anU  tbe  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica to  be  carried  on  in  Ships  or  Vee^^s  be- 
kmging  to  the  Inhabitants  ot'the  said  States. 

j0O.  An  act  lor  allowing  the  imporiatioB  fraul 
any  Port  in  Europe  or  Africa,-  of  goods  or 
commodities  the  growth  or  produte  of  any 
country,  until  six  months  after  tbe  ratifica- 
tion  ot  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace. 

61.  An  act  for  making  Sugar  and  Coffee  of 
Martinique  and  Maneg&lante  liable  to  duty 
on  importation  as  Sugar  and  Coffee  not  of 
the  British  Plantations. 

Pi,  An  act  to  amend  sereral  acts  for  the  Pre- 
veution  of  Smuggling :  for  better  securing 
the  Dutifs  on  Coals,  Culm,  and  Cinders; 
and  for  permitting  the  exportation  of  Salt, 
Pepper,  aud  Wine  from  Guernsey  or  Jersey 
to  Sark,  in  small  packases. 

1)8.  An  act  for  repealing  the  duties  on  the  ma- 
terials used  in  making  spread  Window  Glass 
and  Crown  Glass,  and  for  granting  other  du- 
ties in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  the  better  collec- 
tion of  the  said  duties. 

^.  An  act  to  amend  an  a*bt  passed  in  the  last 
session  of  parliament  for  enabling  the  com- 
missioners for  the  Re«!uction  of  the  National 
Debt  to  grant  Life  Annuities. 

C5.  An  act  for  giving  Jurisdiction  to  Jtistices 
of  the  Peace  to  hear  and  determine  prosecu- 
tions for  penalties  incurred  by  any  offence 
against  the  laws  relatiag  to  the  Revenue  of 
Customs;  and  also  requiring  all  Goods, 
customable  and  not  exciseable,  seized  by 
any  poHce  or  peace  officer,  to  be  brought  to 
«'the  Custom-House  \varchouse  in  London 
within  a  certain  period. 

#6.  An  act  for  the  abolition  of  certain  Holi- 
days, and  for  altering  and  extending  the 
time  for  keeping  open  the  Chief  Office  of 
Excise. 

0t.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  passed  in  the 
46th  year  of  his  present  majesty,  for  the  re- 
demption and  sale  of  the  Land  Tax,  and  to 
make  further  provision  for  exonerating  small 
-  Livings  and  Charitable  Institutions  from  the 
Land  Tax. 

08.  An  act  to  explain  and  amend  the  Law  of 
Bastardy,  so  far  as  relates  to  indemnifying 
parishes  in  respect  thereof, 

09.  Aa  act  to  indemnify  Persons  who  have  in- 
advertently printed,  published,  or  dispersed 
papers  or  ut>oks  without  a  full  description  of 
the  place  of  abode  of  the  Printers  thereof 
from  penalties  incurred  under  an  act  of  the 
d9th  year  of  bis  majesty's  reign. 

f  0.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  pa^ed  in  the  48(h 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  to  enable  his 
niQJestjf's  Postfoaster-General  of  Ireland  to 
purchase  premises  for  the  enlargement  nf  the 
General  Post-Office  in  the  City  of  Dublin. 

71.  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  14,600,000/. 
by  way  of  Annuities. 

T2.  An  act  to  continue  until  the  25th  of  March 
1811,  certain  acts  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  for  the  improvement  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  by  piakinii*  wide  aud  convenient  Pas- 
iagta  through  the  same,  and  for  regulating 


Um  Co«1  Tiwk  tiiepcof,  tmd  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

73.  An  act  to  grant  to  bis  majesty  Duties  upon 
Spirits  made  or  distilled  an  Ireland,  and 
upon  British  Sphits  imported  into  Ireland, 
and  upon  Licences  to  sell  Spirituous  Li* 
quors  10  Ifeland  in  quantities  not  le»s  than 
two  gallons. 

74.  An  act  to  contmoe  until  the  5th  day  of 
July  1810  several  acts  for  granting  certain 
Rates  and  Duties;  and  for  allowing  certain 
Drawbocks  and  Bounties  on  Goods,  Wares^ 
and  Merchandize,  imported  into  and  ex- 
ported from  Ireland. 

75.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  collection 
of  the  Duties  and  Taxes  on  Carriages,  Sec^ 
vnnts,  Horses,  and  Oogs,  in  Ireland. 

76.  An  act  for  vesting  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  by  advice  of  the  Privy  Council, 
the  power  of  prohibiting  the  exportation 
and  carrying  coastwise  of  Gunpowder,  Salt- 
petre, Arma,  Ammunition,  and  Naval  Stores. 

77.  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  se* 
curing  the  Duties  on  Paper  made  in  Ireland. 

78.  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  1,^50,000/., 
by  way  of  Annuities  and  Treasury  Bills  for 
the  service  of  Ireland. 

79.  An  «ct  for  raising  the  snm  of  500,000/.«  by 
Treasm-y  Bills  for  the  service  of  Ireland  for 
the  year  1809. 

80.  An  act  for  allowing  Dealers  to  roast  thtir 
own  Coffee  on  certain  conditions. 

81.  An  act  to  amend  several  Laws  of  Excise 
relating  to  Paper,  Silks,  and  Salt,  and  for 
authontii>g  tlie  seizure  of  Utensils  in  cases 
where  vessels  used  in  Excise  Manufactoriet 
are  subject  to  Forfeiture. 

83.  An  act  to  amend  several  acts  passed  in  the 
last  and  present  sessions  of  parliament  re* 
Jating  to  the  Local  Militia. 

89.  An  act  for  the  amendment  of  the  laws  now 
in  force  in  Ireland,  relative  to  persons  enter- 
ing into  Recognizances  in  Criminal  Cases,  in 
cnstody  under  any  line,  or  under  such  recog* 
nizance. 

84.  An  act  for  amending  the  Irish  Road  Acts. 

85.  An  act  for  defraying,  until  the  25th  day  of 
March  1810,  the  Charge  of  the  Pay  and 
Clothing  of  the  Mihtia  of  Ireland  ;  for  hold- 
ing Courts  Martial  on  seijeant-majors,  Ser- 
jeants, corporals,  and  drummers,  for  offences 
committed  during  the  time  such  militia  shall 
not  be  embodied;  arid  for  making  Allow. 

'  ance^,  in  certain  cases,  to  subaltern  officers 
of  the  said  militia  during  peace. 
B6.  An  act  to  make  Provision,  in  certain  cases, 
for  the  wives  and  families  of  hallottcd  men, 
substitutes,  and  volunteers,  servii*g  in  the 
militia  of  Ireland. 

87.  An  act  for  defraving  the  Charge  of  the  Pay 
and  Clothing  of  the  militia  and  local  militia 
in  Great  Britain  for  the  year  1809. 

88.  An  act  for  making  Allowances,  in  certain 
cases,  to  subaltern  officers  of  the  militia  in 
Great  Britnin,  while  disembodied. 

89.  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  nntil  the 
ii5th  day  of  March  1810,  and  amend  so  mnch 
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of  an  act  made  in  the  39th  and  40th  jear  of 
his  present  majesty,  as  grants  certain  Allow- 
ances  to  adjutants  and  serjeaiil^miiiors  of 
the  militia  of  England,  disembodied  under 
an  act  of  the  tame  session  of  parliament. 

00.  An  act  for  providing  Relief  for  the  Wives 
and  Families  of  the  Militia- men  in  Scotland, 
Avhen  called  into  actual  serrice. 

91.  An  act  to  empower  the  Judges  to  try  Civil 
Causes  in  their  own  counties  in  England. 

93 .  An  act  for  charging  the  sum  of  1 1 ,000,000/. 
raised  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  year  1809,  and  the  sum  of  7,932,100/. 
in  Exchequer  Bills,  funded,  pursuant  to  an 
act  of  this  session  of  parliament,  upon  the 
duties  .granted  to  Ifis  majesty  dunng  the 
continuance  of  the  present  war,  and  for  cer- 

-  tain  periods  after  the  ratification  of  a  defi- 
nitive treaty  of  peace. 

93.  An  act  to  enahle  the  commissioners  of  his 
majesty's  Treasury  to  issue  Excht-qoer  Bills, 
on  the  credit  of  such  aids  or  suppli*  k  as  have 
l>een  or  shall  be  granted  by  parliament  for 
the  service  of  GieatxBritam,  for  the  year 
1809. 

94.  An  net  for  granting  to  his  mi^esty  a  Sum 
of  Money,  to  be  raised  by  Lotteries. 

05,  An  net  for  further  regulating  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Boird  of  Commis:>ionert  for  au- 
diting the  Public  Accounts. 

95.  An  act  to  provide  for  a  durable  Allowance 
of  Superannuation  to  the  Officers  of  Excise, 
under  certain  restrictions. 

91.  An  act  for  eini>owering  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance to  exchange  Lands  at  Purfieet,  in  the 
county  of  F^ex^  for  other  lands  in  the  said 
parish. 

98.  An  act  for  repealing  tlie  several  Duties  of 
Customs  churt^eahle  m  Great  Britain,  and 
for  g.  anting  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

99.  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the 
regnlating  and  securlnt;  the  collection  of  the 
Duties  on  Spirits  distilled  in  Ireland,  and  for 
the  regulating  the  sale  of  such  liquors  byre- 
tail. 

lOOf  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  se- 
curing the  collection  of  the  Duties  on  Auc- 
tious  ill  Ireland. 

101.  An  act  to  regulate  the  Fees  payable  by 
persons  charged  with  treason,  lelonv,  and 
all  oilier  offences,  at  a>sizes  aud  quarter-ses- 
sions in  Ireland;  and  for  amendii^g  an  act 
of  che  parliament  oflreland, made  in  tl)e3{)th 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  relating  t4iere- 
to. 

102.  An  act  to  appoint  commissioners  to  en- 
quire and  examine,  until  the  Ut  day  of  Au- 
guat  1811,  into  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
several  Bogs  in  Ireland,  and  the  practicabi- 
lity of  draining  and  cultivating  them,  and  the 
best  means  of  eflfecting  the  same. 

103.  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  made  in  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  ftr  making  Provision 
for  the  building  and  rebuilding  of  Churchci, 
-Chapeh,  and  Glebe  Houses  in  Ireland. 

104.  All  act  to  amend  several  acts,  made  in 
tl  e  parliament  of  Ireland,  for  granting  Life 
Annuities  with  benefit  of  survivorship. 


105.  An  tct  to  continoe,  antU  the  25di  day  sf 
March  1810,  an  act  of  this  prevent  sessioD 
of  parliament,  to  svspend  ttic  imponatioQ 
of  British  or  Irish  made  Spiriu  into  Greit 
Britain  or  Ireland  respectively. 

106.  An'  act  for  allowing  further  Tune  for 
taking  Goods  out  of  Warehouse,  and  p«yiQ{ 
duties  thereon. 

107.  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  Recovery  of 
Penalties  and  Forfeitures,  .incurred  in  tbt 
British  colonies  and  plantations  in  America. 

108.  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  respect- 
ing the  Payment  of  Wages  mod  Pcize-noacy, 
and  Allotment  of  Wages,  to  persons  scrri^ 
in  his  majesty's  royai  navy. 

109.  An  act  to  repeal  several  acts  respecting 
the  Woollen  Manufiscture;  and  to  amcod 
other  acts  relating  to  the  SHid  Manufacture; 
and  for  allowing  persons  employed  in  toy 
bmnch  of  the  Woollen  Manu&cturc  to  set 
up  trade  in  any  place  in  Great  Britain. 

110.  An  act  to  rectify  a  mistake  in  aa  act, 
made  in  this  se&sion.of  parliament,  for  coo- 
tin  uing  an'd  making  perpetual  several  Datiet 
of  One  Shilling  and  Six-pence  on  offices  and 
employments. 

HI.  An  act  to  cootmee,  until  the  35tbdajof 
March  1811,  an  act  of  the  45th  year  of  kit 
present  majesty,  for  appointing  CommissioB- 
ers  to  enquire  into  the  public  expenditare, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  public  business  in  the 
Military  Departments  therein  mentioned. 

113.  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  passed  in  the 
fonj-fourth  year  of  his  present  majesty, 
to  provide  for  the  Defence  of  the  Rea&, 
with  respect  to  the  purchase  of  lands  and 
liereditaments  for  thepubhc  service. 

113.  An  act  for  better  regulating  the  office  of 
Agent  General  for  Volunteers  and  Local  Mi- 
litia. 

1 14  An  act  for  enabliog  his  majesty  to  rii«e  tbt 
sum  of  3,000,000/.  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain. 

115  An  act  for  theRelief  of  certain  Imolvent 
Debtors  in  England. 

116.  An  act  to  make  further  provision  for  the 
execution  of  the  several  acts  relating  to  the 
re\enues,  matters,  and  thints,  under  theoia- 
nagement  of  the  Commiasioaci*s  o/  Custoou 
and  Port  Duties,  and  of  the  Cnmaiissiniias 
of  Inland  Excise  end  Taxes,  in  Ireland. 

117.  An  act  for  lowering  the  Duty  of  Eidie 
on  Coffee,  of  the  growth  of  his  majesty's  do- 
minions in  Africa. 

118.  An  act  for  belter  securing  the  Independ- 
ence and  Purity  of  Parliament,  by  preteniiot 
the  procuring  or  obtaining  of  Seats  in  Pariia* 
meut  hy  con*upt  practices. 

119.  An  act  to  give  to  the  persons  named  bj 
his  majesty,  parsoant  to  an  act,  passed  in 
the  labt  session  of  parliameiit,  intituled, '  As 
Act  concerning  tlie  Administration  of  Jostics 
in  Scotland,  and  concerning  Appeals  to  the 
House  of  Lords,'  further  Time  ft>r.  makio| 
their  Report  or  Reports. 

120.  Aai  act  for  amending  and  reducing  into 
one  act  of  parliament  tlie  several  Laws  Sot 
raiding  and  training  the  Militia  of  Ireland. 
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191.  An  act  to  alter  aod  ameod  the  Laws  re- 
luting  to  BankrupCi. 

122.  An  act  for  preventing  Frauds  and  Depre- 
dations commuted  on  merchauts,  ship- 
owners^  and  underwriters,  by  3oatmen  oud 
others ;  and  also  for  remedying  certain  de- 
fects relative  to  the  adjustment  of  Salvage 
in  England,  under  an  act  made  in  the  12th 
year  of  queeu  Anne. 

123.  An  act  to  explain  aod  amend  an  act, 
made  in  the  45th  year  of  his  present  majesty, 
for  tlie  Encouragement  of  Seamen,  and  for  the 
better  and  more  effectually  manning  bis  ma- 
jesty's Navy  during  tlie  present  war;  and 
for  the  further  Encouragement  of  Seamen, 
and  for  the  better  and  more  effectually  pro- 
vidii)g  for  the  interest  of  the  Royal  Hospital 
for  Seamen  at  Greenwich,  and  tlic  Royal 
Hospital  for  Soldiers  at  Chelsea ;  aod  to  ex- 
tena  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  to  cases 
arising  in  consequence  of  hostiUties  cooa- 
menced  since  the  pacing  of  the  said  act. 

1S4.  An  act  for  altering,  amending,  and  ex- 
plaining certain  act^  relative  to  tlie  Removal 
of  the  Poor,  aod  for  making  regulatioos  in 
certain  cases  touching  the  examination  of 
Paupers  as  to  their  Settlement;  and  fur  ex- 


tending to  all  parishes  certain  Rules  and  Or- 
ders in  Workhouses,  under  an  act  of  the  33d 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  intituled,  '  An 
Act  for  the  better  Relief*  and  Employment 
of  the  Poor.' 

125.  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  made  in  the 
33d  year  of  his  present  majesty,  for  the  En- 
couragement and  Relief  of  Friendly  So- 
cieties. 

126.  An  act  for  the  further  Prevention  of  the 
Sale  and  Brokerage  of  Offices. 

127.  An  act  ftvr  further  anj;roenting  the  Salaries 
of  certain  of  the  Judges  of  tlie  Courts  in  West* 
minster  Hall,  and  of  the  Chief  and  3^cond 
Justice  of  Chester,  and  Justices  of  the  Great 
Sessions  in  Wales. 

128.  An  act  for  granting  to  his  mijesty  certain 
Sums  of  Money  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
of  Great  Britain,  and  for  applying  certain 
monies  therein  mentioned  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1809 ;  and  for  further  appropriating 
the  Supplies  granted  in  this  session  of  par* 
liament. 

139.  All  act  to  prevent  the  enlist  bg  of  Local 
Militia-men  into  the  regular  Mill  tin  of  any 
other  county  or  stewartry  than  the  county  or 
stewartry  to  wliich  they  belong. 


The  Substance  or  a  Speech  delivered  by  Joseph  Marryat,  Esq.  m 
THE  House  of  Commons,  May  i^,  i8o9»  vi'on  the  Second  Reading 
OF  th£  Martinique  Trade  Bill. 

Since  our  Report  of  Mr,  Mar  root's  Speech^  as  given  atp.SSl^  we  have  keen  favour* 
ed  mth  thejol&wing  authentic  Copy  of  the  said  Speech. 


Mr.  MaIibyat  rose  and  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Speaker, — When  this  bill  was 
read  for  the  first  time,  I  could  not  help 
expressing  my  surprise,  that  a  measure 
unsupported  by  a  single  precedent,  and, 
as  the  language  of  the  Bill  itself  admits, 
contrary  to  all  the  laws,  customs,  and 
usages  established  in  similar  cases,  by  the 
wisdom  of  onr  ancestors,  should  be  recom- 
mended to  parliament  on  the  ground  of  an 
alkil^ed  expediency ;  without  any  attempt 
whatever  to  prove  that  expediency  bemg 
made,  and  without  any  of  the  parties  whose 
interests  are  involved  in  this  projected  in- 
novation, having  been  previously  consulted. 
I  als4>  stated,  shortly,  my  reasons  for  think- 
ing that  this  measure,  which  I  was  aware 
had  been  suggested  to  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters by  the  Committee  of  West .  India 
planters  and  merchants,  could  be  produc- 
tive of  no  possible  advantage  to  them, 
"while  it  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the 
Sugar  Refiners,  and  imjust  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Martinique* 


If  the  first  of  these  propositions  onlj 
could  be  maintained,  it  would  not  be  a  suf- 
ficient ground  for  rejecting  this  Bill ;  lor  I 
know  of  no  objection  to  complying  even 
with  the  prejudices  of  any  body  of  men, 
provided  those  prejudices  are  innocent  pre- 
judices :  but  if  it  can  be  shewn,  that  com- 
plying with  those  prejudices  would  be  in- 
jurious  to  the  interests  of  others,  and  a 
violation  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
British  nation,  then  I  am  persuaded  that 
this  Bill  will  no  longer  receive  that  official 
support  from  his  majesty  s  ministers,  under 
the  sanction  of  which  it  has  been  presented 
to  this  house. 

With  respect  to  the  interests  of  the 
West  India  Planters,  I  conten),  that  as  in 
consequence  of  the  capture  of  the  island  of 
Martinique,  the  sugars  of  that  colony  must 
find  their  way  to  Europe,  all  the  mischief 
that  can  be  aone  to  the  British  Planters 
by  that  conquest,  hab  been  done ;  that  it 
i6  now  perttctly  immaterial  to  them,  whe- 
tber  these  sugars  are  brought  in  neutral 
vessels  to  the  foreign  ports  of  the  conti- 
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tinent,  or  in  British  vessels  to  the  poj-ts  of 
Great  Britain :  and  in  the  latter  case,  that 
it  is  equally  immaterial,  whether  they  are 
brought  here  for  exportation  or  home  con- 
sumption. 

When  I  say  that  all  the  mischief  that 
can  be  done  to  the  British  Planters  has 
been  done,  I  mean  to  cast  no  reflection  on 
the  policy  which  dictated  the  capture  of 
.Martinique ;  for  if  the  conquest  of  that 
colony  were  desirable,  either  as  extending 
the   carrying    trade,   or   opening    a  new 
market  for  the  manufactures  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  as  depriving  the  enemy  of  a  cruising 
•tation,  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  our  commerce  by  his  privateers, 
and  of  the  finest  harbour  in  the  West  In- 
dies, which  had  long  served  as  an  asylum 
to  his  flying  squadrons ;  as  giving  us  pos- 
session of  an  important  colony,  on  which 
Buonaparte  probably  seis  more  than  com- 
mon value,  either  to  he  retained  at  a  peace, 
<>r  restored  for  some  valuable  equivalent ;  as 
placing  within  our  power  the  patrimonial 
estate  of  Madame  Buonaparte,  with  many 
^of  her   relatives,  and  perhaps  in   conse- 
quence facilitating  some  arrangement,  that 
may  pot  an  end  to  the  captivity  of  our 
countrymen  so  long  detained  in  France ; 
if,  I  say,  from  any  of  these  considerations, 
or  others  which  may  have  suggested  them- 
selves to  the  minds  of  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters,  they  were  induced  to  undertake 
this  cnterprize,  1  must  admit  tbat  an  ob- 
ject of   such    great   national  advantage, 
ought  not  to  be  abandoned  from  a  regard 
to  the  interests  of  any  particular  class  of 
individuals.     But  I  must  also  contend,  that, 
where  the  interests  of  any  class  of  men  are 
injured  by  measures  adopted  for  the  ge- 
neral good,  that  class  of  men  has  a  strong, 
nay,  an  unanswerable  claim  upon  the  legis- 
lature for  relief.     Whether  iht  capture  of 
Martinique,  by  bringing  a  new  influx  of 
iugars    into   the   European  market,  will 
again  plunge  the  British  West  India  Plan- 
ters  into  that  distress  from  which   they 
are  just  emerging,  depends  upon  politicaJ 
events  which.it  is  impossible  to  foresee. 
But  should  it  produce  that  effect,  I  put  is 
my  claim  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of 
the  legislature,  and  I  will  not  weaken  that 
claim  by  accepting  as  a  boon  what  is  in 
fact  no  boon  :  I  will  not  sacrifice  substan- 
tial for  imaginary  advantages,  nor  lose  the 
substance  by  grasping  at  the  shadow. 

As  in  the  part  which  I  am  about  to  take 
on  this  occasion^  I  liave  the  misfortune  to 
differ  in  opinion  with  many  of  Uie  gentle- 
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men  with  whom  I  generally  act,  I  thinl 
right  to  guard  against  any  misconstrue  ti 
that  may  be  put  on  my  conduct.  No  n 
who  is  acquainted  with  my  situation 
life,  can  for  a  moment  suspect  me  of  fa 
bouring  any  feelings  inimical  to  the  ir 
rests  of  the  British  West  India  Plants 
On  the  contrary  my  interests  are  boi 
up  in  theirs ;  for  the  greatest  part  of  t 
property  is  invested  in  securities  in  1 
British  West  India  col(^es.  It  is  li 
that  I,  have  also  connections  both  at  Mi 
tinique  and  at  Goadaloupe;  but  in  poi 
of  extent  they  bear  no  proportion  to  t 
other  concerns.  As  far,  therefore,  as  i 
terest  may  be  supposed  to  operate  on  t 
human  mind,  that  British  Planters  have 
unquestionable  pledge  of  my  sincerity 
their  cause.  It  happens  fortunately  i 
my  consistency  too,  that  so  long  ago 
the  year  1792,  I  published  the  very  sar 
doctrines  that  I  am  now  about  to  mai 
tain;  in  proof  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  rei 
the  following  passage  from  a  pamphlet  r 
specting  the  sugar  trade,  written  at  th 
period. 

*  It  is  granted  that  when  charters  wei 

*  first  given  to  encourage  the  settlement  i 
'  the  British  islands,  and  during  the  infanc 
'  of  tbeire»tabli6hm^t,itwa8  an  expediec 
'  and  necessary  encouragement,   to  secur 

*  tothepitheexclasive  supply  of  the  Britisl 

*  market,  by  imposing  such  duties  on  foreigi 

*  sugars  as  should  amount  to  a  prohibition 
'  But  now  that  their  produce  is  more  thai 
'  adeque^  to^  the  consumption  of  the  mo 
^  ther  country,  so  that  one  third  part  of  il 

*  must  be  re-exported,  and  the  price  it  wiU 

*  fetch  in  fareign  markets  must  necessarilj; 

*  regulate  the  price  of  what  is  sold  here,  it 

*  is  evident  that  this  restriction  can  no 

*  longer  be  of  use  to  them;  that  not  Great 

*  Britain  alone,  but  Europe  is  the  market 
'  for  sugars  the  British  Pknterhas  to  look 
'  up  to;  and  that  the  demand  from  abroad 
<  must  increase,  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
'  creased  quantity,  that  diverted  from  their 
'  markets,  finds  its  way  to  ours,  so  as  to 
'  keep  the  universal  price  at  one  common 
Mevel.' 

The  chaige  of  inconsistency,  therefore^ 
cannot  justly  be  brought  against  me ;  but 
how  soaie  of  my  West  India  friends  wiD 
rescue  themselves  from  this  imputation,  1 
am  at  a  loss  to  imagine;  for  the  great 
mass  of  evidence  given  by  these  very  gen- 
tlemen, before  the  various  Committees  ai 
this  house,  which  have  been  appointed  to 
report  upon  West  Ii^dia  subjecU  within 
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these  few  years  past^  goes  to  establish 
the  proposition  for  which  I  contend^  and 
which  ttiey  now  mean  to  oppose ;  namely 
that  it  is  the  quantity  of  sugar  brought  to 
Europe,  that  governs  the  price  of  the  com- 
modity in  Great  Britain.  In  the  evidence 
siren  before  the  Commercial  Committee 
m  1807,  this  truth  is  laid  down  as  an 
axiom:  and  the  distress  of  the  British 
Planters  is  justly  attributed  to  the  quan- 
tity of  sugar  brought  to  Europe  from  the 
enemy's  colonies,  in  neutral  ships.  Now 
we  are  to  be  told,  that  it  is  not  the  bring- 
ing sugars  to  Europe^  but  the  bringing 
them  into  the  home  consumption  of  Great 
Britain  that  is  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
the  British  Planter.  I  shall  not  read  the 
evidence  given  by  any  of  the  gentlemen 
whom  I  see  in  their  places,  because  I  am 
unwilling  to  put  my  friends  to  the  blush ; 
and  therefore  I  shall  confine  inytelf  to  the 
testimony  of  a  gentleman,  not  a  member 
of  this  House,^  but  who  stands  high  in  the 
estimation  of  all  those  who  know  him, 
both  for  talents,  and  for  his  application  of 
those  talents:  a  gentleman  who  thinks 
justly,  and  thinks  deeply.  I  mean  Mr. 
Bosanquet.  On  being  asked,  "  to  what 
'  causes  do  you  principally  impute  the  in- 
'  adequacy  of  tiie  returns  since  ISOl  ?' 
he  gives  tCe  following  answer ;  *  I  attri- 

*  bute  it  to  an  excess  of  importation  beyond- 

*  the  homa  consumption,  which  has  ren- 
'  dered  the  sale  of  the  grower's  produce 
'  dependent  on  exportation,  not  only  for 
'  the  consumption  of  the  quantity,  but  also 

*  for  the  price,  which  I  conceive  to  be 
'  £>rmed  on  a  standard  inadequate  to  his 
'  expences.  I  mean  the  market  price  on 
'  the  Continent ;  which  market  can  be, 
'  and  is  supplied  with  sugar,  at  a  cheaper 
'  rate  than  it  can  be  grown  by  the  British 
'  Planter ;  and  according  to"  the  axiom, 
'  that  the  price  of  a  commodity  will  en- 
'  tirely  depend  upon  the  price  at  which 
'  the  surplus  can  be  sold,  it  is  obvious  that 
'  ihe  market  price  at  home,  has,  ever  since 

*  the  importation  materially  exceeded  the 
'  home  consumption,  been  governed  by  the 
'  price  on  the  Continent.'  These  opinions, 
Sir^  so  far  from  being  controverted,  are 
€:oofirmed  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of 
every  gentleman  connected  with  the  West 
Indies,  who  was  then  examined  to  the  sanie 
point. 

.  The  House  may  naturally  wonder  how 
it  happens,  that  gentlemen  should  think  so 
differently  on  the  same  subject,  at  different 
periods.  I  can  only  obsenre,  that  the 
aentiments  they  formerly  delivared^  were 
Vol.  ^\y. ^Appendix. 


not  given  with  a  view  to  any  particular 
circumstance  likely  to  affect  the  home 
consumption,  and  may  therefore  be  con- 
sidered a^  the  genuine  unbiassed  senti- 
ments of  their  minds.  The  sentiments 
thev  will  now  d^ver,  are  framed  with  a 
view  to  a  particular  circumstance  likely  to 
affect  the  home  consumption,  and  may 
perhaps  have  received  a  bias  from  that 
circumstance. 

Perhaps  there  are  few  classes  of  men 
altogether  free  from  certain  prejudices,  on 
points  connected  with  their  own  interests. 
vVe  are  all  apt  to  receive  opinions  into 
our  minds,  without  due  examination ;  to 
take  them  as  it  were  upon  trust,  particu- 
larly when  they  come  to  us  with  a  sort  of 
hereditary  sanction ;  and  thus  it  is  that 
prejudices  sometimes  acquire  the  force  ef 
principles.  Men  are  so  sensibly  alive  to 
their  own  interests,  that  if  a  measure  i* 
proposed  which  they  know  can  do  them 
no  good,  and  fancy  that  it  may  by  any 
possibility,  however  remote,  do  them  harm, 
they  will  scarcely  allow  themselves  to  giVe 
it  a  fair  and  impartial  discussion.  An  im- 
pression of  this  sort  was  lately  very  liber- 
ally got  the  better  of  by  the  landed  inte- 
rest, who  consented  to  the  substitution  of 
Sugar  for  grain  in  the  distilleries ;  though 
some  few  gentleman  contended  to  the  last 
for  the  principle,  that  the  agriculture  of 
the  country  ought  never  to  be  interfered 
with  under  any  possible  circumstances. 
This  principle,  however,  as  it  was  termed, 
could  not  be  maintained  :  for  the  real 
principle  of  all  the  corn  laws,  is  founded 
upon  an  interference  with  the  agriculture 
of  the  coimtry,  and  sanctions  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  com,  whenerer  the  price 
of  British  corn  exceeds  certain  limits.  It 
was,  therefore,  in  strict  conformity  to  that 
principle,  that  we  resorted  to  substitution, 
when  the  means  of  importation  were  no 
longer  within  our  power ;  and,  I  trust,  Sir, 
that  in  future,  whenever  our  own  growth 
of  corn  is  insufficient  for  our  consumption, 
we  shall  give  o^r  fellow  subjects  the  pre- 
ference over  foreigners;  and,  if  the  situa- 
tion of  the  West  India  Planter  requires  it, 
that  instead  of  importing,  we  shall  con* 
tinue  to  substitute.  The  West  India 
Planters,  are  now,  in  their  turn,  contend- 
ing for  the  principle,  as  they  call  it,  of  the 
monopoly  of  the  home  consumption  of 
Great  Britain  ;  but  this  principle  has  never 
been  recognised  to  the  extent  to  which 
they  would  push  it ;  for  the  produce  of 
the  conquered  colonies  has  uniformly  bees 
admitted  into  home  consumptioB.    £vi» 

no 
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if  this  principle  were  acknowledged,  it 
would  be  of  no  use  to  them  in  the  present 
stmta  of  things,  as  I  trust  I  shall  shortly 
tttisfy  the  House ;  ami  I  must  say,  that  it 
is  with  a  peculiar  ill  grace  that  they  at- 
tempt to  maintain  prejudices  of  their  own, 
at  the  very  moment  when  they  are  reap- 
ing the  most  substantial  advantages  from 
having  overcome  the  prejudices  of  others. 

Th$  propositions  which  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  establish,  are  these  :  that  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  produce  of  Martinique  would 
be  of  no  benefit  whatever  to  the  British 
Planter;  that  thili  exclusion  would  be 
highly  injurious  to  the  British  Sugar  Re- 
ntier ;  that  it  would  he  unjust  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Martinique :  and  a  violation 
of  honour  and  good  faith  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Government. 

I  have  already  granted.  Sir,  that  in  the 
infancy  of  the  British  West  India  settle- 
ments, the  monopoly  of  the  home  consump- 
tion of  the  mother  country  was  a  most 
valuable  privilege  of  the  Planter:  but  the 
advantages  of  this  monopoly  having  been 
felt  and  acknowledged  by  our  predeces- 
sors, we  retain  the  same  ideas  of  its  im- 
portance as  were  justly  impressed  upon 
their  minds,  without  adverting  to  the 
change  of  circumstances  that  has  taken 
place  since  their  days.  For  many  years 
past,  the  cultivation  of  the  British  West 
India  colonies  has  been  so  much  extended, 
that  the  consumption  of  the  mother  country 
has  been  insufficient  to  take  off  their  pro- 
duce; and  a  conviderable  proportion  -  of 
their  sugars  has  necessarily  been  re-ex- 
ported. In  this  state  of  thmgs,  it  is  not 
Great  Britain  alone^  but  Europe  at  large, 
that  the  British  Planter  must  consider  as 
his  market;  While  sugar  is  dear  upon 
the  Continent,  it  never  can  long  continue 
to  be  cheap  in  Great  Britain ;  nor  when 
it  is  cheap  upon  the  Continent,  can  it 
long  be  dear  in  Great  Britain;  for  the 
price  which  the  surplus  will  produce  for 
exportation,  regulates  the  price  of  what  is 
sold  for  home  consnmptioti.  If  the  Bri- 
tish market  is  depressed  below  the  standard 
of  the  Continental  markets,  the  foreign 
buyer  finds  it  his  interest  to  purchase, 
and  continues  so  to  do  as  long  as  it  will 
afford  him  a  profit  on  exportation.  When 
this  competition  ceases,  as  the  importation 
exceeds  the  home  consumption,  the  stock 
accumulates ;  and  as  the  value  of  every 
commodity  depends  on  the  proportion 
which  the  supply  bears  to  the  demand, 
the  price  falls,  till  it  becomes  the  interest 
^  the  foreign  buyer  to  purchase  as  before. 


Perhaps  the  action  and  re-oction  of  the  £ 
tish  and  Continental  markets  on  eachoth 
may  be  best  illustrated  hy  a  familiar  c 
ample.  Many  gentlemen  who  hear  n 
have  doubtless  occasionally  been  at  5^01 
of  the  watering  places  on  the  coast 
Kent  or  Sussex,  and  may  have  observ< 
that  when  the  fishing  boats  belonging 
those  places  have  a  favourable  w^ukI  i 
getting  up  to  London,  fish  is  very  sear 
and  dear;  but  that  when  the  wind  is  co 
trary,  and  they  cannot  get  up  to  Londo 
fish  is  cheap  and  abundant.  The  Lond< 
market  is  to  those  places  with  respect 
fish,  just  what  the  Continental  market 
to  Great  Britain  with  respect  to  sagai 
When  there  is  a  demand  for  the  Continec 
sugar  uniformly  beconjes  dear  and  scar^ 
in  Great  Britain ;  when  there  is  none, 
becomes  cheap  and  abundant :  and  ail  tii 
fluctuations  in  the  price  of  British  plants 
tion  sugar  sold  for  home  consumption  ar 
occasioned  by  the  demand,  or  want  of  de 
mand  for  exportation. 

I  may  state,  in  farther  proof  of  tbi 
.proposition,  that  the  value  of  foreigi 
sugars  brought  to  Great  Britain  for  export- 
ation, is,  generally  speaking,  preciseijf 
the  same  as  that  of  British  plantation  sagsii 
imported  for  home  consumptioo,  with  the 
diftereuce  of  duty  only.  With'm  my 
memory,  I  have  known  bat  one  exception 
to  this  general  rule ;  tod  that  is  <uiie  of 
those  exceptions  which  do  not  weaken,  but 
confirm  it.  Afler  the  Act  was  passed  last 
year  substituting  the  use  of  sugar  for  that 
of  com  in  the  distilleries,  British  planU- 
tion  sugar  became  lOs.  per.  cwt.  dearer 
than  foreign  sugar,  exclusive  of  the  duty ; 
^or  it  was  then  thought,  thatthe  distilleries 
and  the  home  consumption  wsold  consume 
all  the  British  plantation  sugar,and  leave  the 
Planters  independent  of  the  foreign  marlre t. 
But  this  expectation  has  since  proved  fkU 
lacious ;  more  than  40,000  hocsbeads  still 
remain  in  the  West  India  Docks,  now  that 
the  new  crop  is  on  the  eve  of  arrival ;  and 
the  disclosure  of  this  fact,  together  with 
the  capture  of  Martinique,  has  occanoned 
a  fall  m  the  price  of  British  plantation 
sugar  of  from  12  to  I4f.  per  cwt  Ths 
value  of  foreign  sugars,  on  the  contrary, 
has  remained  nearly  stationary,  and  the 
prices  of  both  are  again  restored  to  their 
usual  equilibrium,  now  that  the  depend- 
ence of  the  British  Planter  upon  exporta- 
tion '  is  clearly  ascertained.  If  the  argo- 
meats  I  have  before  adduced,  fail  in  con- 
vincing those  who  hear  me,  this  fact  es- 
tablishes the  truth  pt  the  proposition  for 
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wbich  I  contend,  beyond  all  possibility  of 
contradiction.  , 

I  admits  Sir,  that  if  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisteri,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  had  adopted  the  plan  of  ex- 
cluding the  produce  of  all  the  conquered 
colonies  from  British  consumption,  they 
would  have  given  a  most  important  ad- 
vantage to  the  British  Planter ;  because 
the  home  consumption  and  the  distilleries 
would,  in  that  case,  have  rendered  him  in- 
dependent of  the  foreign  market.  But 
we  have  captured  French  ^ttlemeats, 
Dutch  settlements,  Danish  settlements,  and 
have  admitted  the  whole  of  the  produce 
to  home  consumption,  to  an  extent  that 
now  put^  this  independence  entire)  v  out 
of  the  question ;.  as  will  appear  by  advert- 
ing to  the  amount  of  our  exports.  In  1807 
we  exported  95,000  hogsheads  of  sugar ; 
in  IbOS  we  exported  about  50,000,  and 
had  also  the  benefit  of  the  distilleries ;  not- 
withstjmding  which  a  surplus  of  40,000 
hotheads  remains  on  hand.  As  therefore 
it  is'  now  impossible  to  prevent  our  de- 
pendence on  the  foreign  market,  and  the 
sugars  of  Martinique  must  at  all  events 
come  to  Europe,  the  excluding  them  alone 
fom  home  consumption  would  be  of  no 
advantage  whatever  to  the  British  Planter. 
I  farther  admit,  that  if  a  total  stop 
could  be  put  to  the  exportation  of  sugar, 
any  addition  to  the  quantity  imported  for 
home  consumption  would  affect  the  price, 
and  prejudice  the  interests  of  the  British 
Planter ;  and  this  is  the  only  case  that  I 
can  figure  to  my  imagination,  in  which 
the  admission  of  the  Martinique  sugars  in 
the  accustomed  mode  could  be  made  the 
subject  of  a  reasonable  objection.  But 
experience  has  now  so  clearly  demon- 
strated the  inefficacy  of  the  decrees  of 
Baooaparte,  to  prevent  our  commercial 
communication  with  the  Continent,  that  I 
consider  this  as  an  impossible  case  ^  and 
surely  the  Legislature  will  not  think  of 
providing  against  impossible  cases,  and 
overlooking  those  which  actually  exist. 

But  however  fallacious  the  idea  may  be, 
of  the  British  Planter  deriving  any  ad- 
vantage from  the  exclusion  of  the  Martini- 
que sugars  from  the  home  consumption  of 
Great  Britain,  there  are  other  parties,  and 
parties  too  whose  interests  have  strong 
claims  to  the^  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, to  whom  this  measure  is  pregnant 
with  the  most  serious  injury.  I  shall  men- 
tion in  the  first  place  the  Sugar  Refiners  of 
Great  Britain.  An  Act  was  lately  passed, 
permitting  the  exportation  of  refined  sugar 


in  a  crushed  state,  so  as  to  imitate  the 
French  clayed  sugars;  and  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  quar^tily  of  refined 
sugar  exported  during  the  last  year  has 
been  of  that  description  :  butif  tlie  clayed 
sugars  of  Martinique  are  imported  for  ex- 
portation alone,  they  will  supply  the  place 
of  these  crushed  lumps  on  the  Continent, 
and  the  British  plantation  sugars,  from 
which  they  are  now  made,  will  necessarily 
be  lefl  a  dead  weight  upon  the  home 
market.  Now  I  cannot  really  comprehend 
how  the  pric^  of  sugar  would  be  more  de- 
pressed, by  bring  these  clayed  sugars  into 
the  home  market,  than  by  leaving  those 
raw  sugars  upon  the  market,  which  are 
now  manufactured  in  imitation  of  them,  and 
exported. 

The  clayed  sugars  of  Martinique  are 
peculiarly  calculated  for  making  a  certain 
description  of  reBned  sugar,  known  by  the 
name  of  Hambro*  loaves;  which  circulate 
all  over  the  Continent  with  the  greater  fa- 
cility in  the  present  state  of  things,  from 
being  made  in  such  moulds  as  are  used  at 
Hambro,'  and  it  being  therefore  impossible 
to  distinguish  them  fiom  the  goods  of  the 
Foreign  Refiners.  If  then  we  send  away 
the  Martinique  clayed  sugars,  we  send 
away  this  branch  of  the  manufacture  also, 
from  the  British  Refiners,  to  the  Foreign 
Refiners. 

The  three  principal  descriptions  of  re- 
fined sugar  now  exported,  are  the  crushed 
lumps,  the  Hambro'  loaves,  and  the  double 
refined  loaves ;  the  two  former  being  four- 
fifths  of  the  whole  quantity.  If  we  export 
all  the  Martinique  clayed  sugars,  they  will 
supersede  the  demand  for  the  crushed 
lumps,  as  foreigners  will  prefer  the  origi- 
nals to  the  copies;  and  they  will  also 
supersede  the  demand  for  the  Hambrp* 
loaves,  as  we  shall  give  the  Foreign  Refin- 
ers the  exclusive  right  of  using  the  choicest, 
and  best  materials  from  which  they  can  be 
manufactured.  Thus  the  export  trade  of 
the  British  Sugar  Refiner,  will  be  reduced 
to  one-fifth  of  its  actual  amount,  by  the 
operation  of  this  Bill;  and  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  refineries  at  present  at  work 
in  this  metropolis,  will  be  thrown  out  of 
employment 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  value  and  importance  of  the 
sugar  refinery  to  this  countr^r.  Ihe  build- 
ings and  utensils  employed  in  that  manu- 
factory occupy  a  <^apital  of  about  two 
millions  of  money ;  exclusive  of  a  much 
larger  capital  necessary  for  carrying  it  on. 
The  annual  expenditure  of  the  Sugar  Re« 
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finers  amounts  to  about  one  million^  and 
perhaps  scarcely  any  million  of  money  is 
expended  by  any  set  of  men,  in  a  man- 
ner so  beneficial  to  this  country;  it 
being  principally  expended  in  giving 
value  to  the  produce  of  our  mines — coals, 
lead,  iron,  and  copper ;  and  in  furnishing 
employment  to  a  great  number  of  arti- 
ficers, manufactures,  and  workmen,  of  ra- 
rious  descriptions.  Some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  employment  furnished  to 
the  potteries  by  the  Refiners,  when  I  state 
that  80,000  pots  and  moulds  may  be  found 
in  a  single  sugar  house  in  this  metropolis  ; 
and  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
whole  quantity  in  use  is  annually  con- 
sumed by  breakage.  This  manufactory 
possesses  an  advantage  of  which  few  can 
boast;  that  both  the  raw  material  it  works 
up,  and  all  the  articles  used  in  carrying  it 
on,  are  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufac- 
ture, either  of  Great  Britain  or  her  co- 
lonies :  so  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
exports  made  by  the  Sugar  Refiners  to 
foreign  markets^  is  a  contribution  levied 
upon  foreigners  by  British  industry,  and 
an  accession  to  British  wealth. 

Is  it  possible  that  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters can  contemplate  this  picture,  and 
seriously  resolve  to  destroy  this  valuable 
manufacture  ?  Can  they  «eem  it  consist- 
ent with  sound  policy,  to  drive  the  Re- 
finers to  the  extremity  of  transporting 
themselves,  their  capital,  and  their  in- 
dustry, to  foreign  countries,  as  must  be 
the  case,  if  they  deprive  them  of  their 
accustomed  employment  hert,  by  giving 
that  encouragement  to  the  foreign  re- 
fineries, which  they  ought  to  secure  to 
our  own  ? 

With  respect  to  the  gentlemen  connect- 
ed with  the  British  West  India  colonies, 
who  urge  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  this 
rash  step,  men  too,  in  other  respects,  of 
intelligent  and  enlarged  minds,  I  am 
really  astonished  at  their  contracted  no- 
tions in  this  particular  case.  They  are, 
I  believe,  the  first  set  of  men  who  ever 
devised,  as  a  contrivance  for  raising  the 
value  of  a  raw  commodity,  the  ruin  of 
those  by  whom  it  is  manufactured.  Can 
any  idea  more  erroneous,  I  must  say, 
more  preposterous,  be  possibly  con- 
ceived ?  They  remind  me  of  the  short- 
sighted policy  of  the-  man  in  the  fable, 
who  killed  the  goose  that  laid  the  golden 
egKS.  .        • 

In  another  point  of  view,  the  exporting 
the  clayed  sugars  of  Martinique  to  the 
Continent/  iostead  of  refining  them  here 


for  exportation,  will  be  a  great  national 
loss ;  tor  by  refining  these  sugars,  we  add 
very  materially  to  their  value.  The  ba- 
lance of  exchange  is  now  so  much  against 
Great  Britain,  that  the  guinea  is  not  worth 
more  than  17i.  on  any  part  of  the  Con- 
tinent ;  and  Government  feels  this  de- 
preciation very  heavily  in  the  purchase 
of  every  article  of  naval  stores  procured 
from  the  Baltic,  as  well  as  in  the  bills  ne- 
cessarily drawn  for  subsidies  to  our  fo- 
reign allies,  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  armies  on  foreign  service.  When  the 
alternative  is  laid  before  us,  cither  to  di- 
minish or  increase  this  evil,  by  diminishing 
or  increasing  the  value  of  our  exports,  can 
we  hesitate  how  to  decide  ? 

The  inhabitants  of  Martinique  are  also 
parties  to  this  cause,  and  have  a  right  to 
be  considered  in  this  discussion.  I  am 
aware  it  may  be  said,  that  the  privilege 
of  having  their  produce  admitted  to  the 
home  consumption  of  Great  Britain,  can 
be  an  object  of  no  consequence  to  ibem, 
if  the  price  of  sugar  be  just  the  same,  whe- 
ther it  be  sold  for  exportation  or  home 
consumption.  But,  I  would  ask.  are  men 
influenced  by  pecuniary  considerations 
alone  ?  Have  they  no  feelings  of  any- 
other  description  ?  Even  in  the  most 
trifling  cases,  no  man  is  satisfied  to  be  put 
on  a  worse  footing  than  his  neighbour. 
If  he  does  not  feel  a  distinction  made  to 
his  disadvantage  as  an  injury,  he  consi- 
ders it  as  an  insuh,  and  resents  it  still  more 
strongly.  Can  it  be  expected  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Martinique  wiil  contentedly 
endure,  that  while  the  produce  of  every 
other  West  India  colony  conquered  by 
Great  Britain  during  the  present  war,  is 
admitted  to  her  home  consumption,  their 
produce  alone  should  be  excluded  ?  Will 
they  not  ask  what  they  have  done,  that, 
like  Cain,  they  should  be  branded  with  a 
mark  of  opprobrium,  and  treated  as  a  stigma- 
tised race  ?  But  unfortunately  for  the  efiect 
that  this  measure  may  be  expected  to  pro- 
duce upon  their  minds,  it  so  happened, 
that  when  the  island  was  captured,  that 
temporary  difference  between  the  price 
of  sugar  for  home  consumption  and  ex- 
portation, to  which  I  have  already  ad- 
verted, did  exist;  and'  therefore  they 
will  consider  the  distinction,  not  as  an  ima- 
ginary, but  as  a  real  c;rievance.  Besides, 
they  will  naturally  be  led  to  conclude, 
■from  the  strenuous  opposition  made  by 
the  British  Planters  to  the  admission  of 
their  sugars  for  home  consumption,  that 
the  object  is  worth  contending  for ;  and 
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therefore  this  argnment  cats  both  ways. 
The  claim  of  the  inhabitants  at-Martinique 
to  1  he  privilege  of  which  this  Bill  woold 
deprive  them,  might  •*:ifely  be  rested  on 
the  ground  of  estabii^lied  law,  custom, 
and  usa^e,  all  which  are  uniformly  in 
their  favour  ;  (br  mnuvations  ought  no*-  to 
be  lightJy  adopted,  and  the  onus probandi, 
the  proof  of  the  policy  or  necessity  ot 
such  innovations,  rests  upon  those  by  whom 
they  are  proposed. 

But  itie  claim  of  the  inbabitantu  of 
Martinique  stand.^  upon  a  still  firmer 
foun'lation ;  on  the  good  faith  and  honour 
ot  the  British  Government.  In  suting 
this  part  of  their  cas*?,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  give  some  litr>e  d«cail  of  the  ex- 
pedition aj;ai.>3t  Martinitjiie.  The  re- 
port that  atone  time  prcvai^'d  here,  of 
the  ♦enterprise  having  been  abandoned, 
ap.  t  ir  *o  have  be.  n  perf*^clly  true;  for 
Ad 01  Mai  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  com- 
meu'  OS  his  official  letter  of  February  4th, 
to  il.    Admiralty,  in  the  following  words  : 

*  11  iv  ug  on  the  ifOih  of  January  received  a . 

*  letttr  from  Lieutenant-Gene ral  Beck- 
'  ^^itn,  niforming  me  that,  in  consequence  qf 

*  soim  alteration  of  circumstances,  he  was  in- 
'  ddced  to  proceed  on  the  attack  qf  Marti- 
'  jiiqve,  and  expressing   a  wish  to  see  me 

*  at  Barbadoes,  m  order  to  make  the  final 
'  arrangements,  1  lost  no  time  in  meeting 
'  him  there  for  that  purpose."  What  the 
alteration  of  circumstances  was,  that  in- 
duced the  Commander  in  Chit!  to  proceed 
on  the  attack  of  Martinique,  we  are  not 
officially  told.  It  certainly  was  not  the 
arrival  of  any  reinforcements  to  co-operate 
in  the  enterprise  ;  but  the  diminution  of 
the  enemy's  force,  would  produce  just  the 
same  eiiect  as  an  addition  to  our  own 
forc€  ;  and  report  says,  that  a  communica- 
tion had  taken  place  with  some  of  the 
leading  inhabitants  of  Mariinique,  which 
led  to  an  understanding  that  the  militia 
of  the  island,  consisting  of  6,000  effective 
and  weli-disciplined  troops,  perfectly 
inured  to  that  climate,  would  take  no  pare 
in  opposing  our  operations.  ITiis  may 
reasonably  be  supposed  to  have  been  the 
alteration  bf  circumstances  that  induced 
the  Commander  in  Chief  to  proceed  on  the  ^ 
attack  of  Martinique.  What  assurances 
were  held  out  to  the  inhabitants,  in  order 
to  bring  them  to  this  determination,  we 
can  only  jud^e  from  the  proclamation 
upon  the  table  ;  which  is  addressed  to 
them  exclusively,  and  was  probably  framed 
in  conformity  to  the  assurances  previously 
given.    I  beg  the  attention  of  the  House 


to    the    language   of   this    proclamation, 
wbkh  appears  to  hare  been  prepared  at 
Barbadoes  ;    for  although  it  is  dated   at 
bead-quarters,  the  30th  of  January,  the  day 
of  the  debarkation,  we  cannot  suppose  that 
printing  presses,  uid  the  other  materials 
necessary  for  issuing  it,   could  be  found 
either  on  the  beach,  or  among  the  cane 
fields  of  Martinique.     It  runs  thus : 
^  Colonists   and  inhabitants  of  Marti- 
nique ;  his  Majesty,  yielding  to   impe- 
rious circumstances,  replaced  you  under 
the  power   which    then    rulea  France. 
His  Majesty,  deceived  in  the   hope  that- 
the  prosperity  arising  among  you  from 
his  Government  would   have  been  pro- 
moted by  your  new  masters,  has  deeply 
lamented  the  unfortunate^  circumstances 
to  which  the   events  of  war,  or  rather 
the  total  want  of  all  resj>ect  for  property, 
has  reduced  your  colony.     But  the  ter- 
mination of  your  misfortunes  is  at  length 
arrived;    famine   will     disappear;    the 
sources  of  your  pj  asperity  will  be  renewed  ; 
your  ancient  laws  shall  be  restored;  and 
that  Government,  the  prottctor  qf  persons 
and  properties,  to  which  you  were  subject 
under  the  Briitshjlaf^,  shall  be  re-established 
in  the  colony.     It  is  with  these  intentions, 
that  his  Majesty  has  entrusted  to  us  the 
command  of  a  formidable  military  and 
naval    force,  in   order  to  retake    Mar- 
tinique, and  to  restore  to  that  sufiering 
colony  abundance  and  tranquillity,  the 
inseparable  attendants  of  a  just  and  pro- 
tecting Government.     In  conformity  with 
these  beneficent  dispositions,  we  inrite 
you,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  forthwith 
to  submit  to  the-  forces  of  his  Majesty, 
which  wdl  not  fail  to  punish  the  rashness 
of  an  ineffectual  resistance.     We  order, 
that  all  the  civil  and  military  commis- 
scu-ies  do  immediately  resign  their  func- 
tions.   That  every  inhabitant,  of  what- 
ever rank  or  condition,  do  retire  quietly 
to  his  home,  there  to  maintain   order. 
We  declare  that  every  colonist  or  inha- 
bitant who  shall  be  taken  with  arms  in 
his  hands,  shall  be  treated  as  a  prisoner  of 
war.    That  every  free  person  of  colour 
taken  with   arms  in  his   bands,  shall  be 
sent  out  of  the  island^  and  that  ereiy 
slave  so  taken,  shall  be  subject  to   be 
tried  by  a  military  tribunal.     Ministers 
of  Divine  worship,  your  religion  shall  be 
protected  ;  and  the  property  and  rights 
of  the  church  shall  be  respected. 
'  Given  at  head-quarters,  this  30th  day 
*  of  January,  1809.         '  Geo,  Beckwith, 
*  Alex.  Cochrane,* 
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This  proclamation  immediately  produ- 
oad  the  expected,  or  I  should  ralher  my, 
the  preconcerted  . effect;  for  General 
Beckwith,  in  his  official  letter  of  February 
1st,  writes,  'Hitherto  we  have  experienced 
*no  resistance  from  the  militia  of  Jihe 
^country;  and.  they  manifest  a  disposi- 
*tion,  every  where,  to  return  to  their 
'  homes,  in  conformity  to  a  joint  procla- 
'  mation  by  the  Admiral  and  myself, 
'  which   is  obtaining    a  very    extensive 

*  circulation:'  and  Admiral  Cochrane  con- 
cludes his  official  letter  of  Feb.  4,  in  the 
Allowing  words  :  '  The  militia,  who  were 

*  forced  to  serve,  have  returned  to  their 

*  homes.'  On  the  8th  of  February,  a  de- 
tachment of  the  6Sd  regiment  (consisting 
of  only  200  mep)  was  sent  to  take  pos- 
session of  St.  Pierre,  the  capital  of  Mar- 
tinique, defended  by  strong  forts  and  bat- 
teries, containing  a  population  of  more 
than  20,000  inhabitants,  and  comprising 
among  them  the  major  part  of  the  embo- 
died militia.  Major  O  Rourke,  the  Bri- 
tish Commanding  Officer,  advanced  against 
this  place,  not  with  a  battering  train  of 
heavy  artillery,  but  with  the  following 
letter  from  General  Maitland,  addressed 
to  the  Commandant  of  St.  Pierre,  who 
happened  to  be  also  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  militia  of  the  island. 

*  Camp,  La  Coste,  Feb.  8,  1809. 

*  Sm ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnes,  who 

'  commands  a  brigade  in  the  army,  under 

'  the    command    of    Lieutenant-General 

*  Beckwith,    proceeds  to  St.   Pierre,    to 

*  take  possession  of  the  town  in  the  name 
'  of  his  Britannic  Majesty.     I  therefore 

*  summon  you  to  surrender  the  forts  and 
'  batteries  to  the  troops  under  his  com- 

*  mand,  being  part  of  my  division.  In- 
'  closed  is  a  proclamation,  issued   by  the 

*  Commanders  in  Chief.  This  proclama- 
« tion  is  the  basis  upon  which  you  are 

*  expected  to  capitulate;  but  the  detailed 
'  conditions  can  only  be  explained  when 
^  the  capitulation  takes  place,  at^  the  sur- 
'  render  of  the  fort  besieged.      In  the 

*  mean  time,  I  require,  by  order  of  the 
'  Commander  in  Chief,  that  you  receive 
<  the  troops  sent ;  and  that  you  observe  a 
'  faithful  and  loyal  conduct  towards  the 
'  British  army ;  and  this  I  demand,  under 
'  pain,  in  case  of  refusal,  of  severe  mea- 

*  sares  being  taken  against  you. 

'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

'  Feed.  Maitland.' 

Immediately  on  this  letter  and  procla- 
mation being  read,  the  inhabitants  capitu- 


lated^ and  the  •I'th  Article  of  this  capitula- 
tion runs  thus : — '  The  inhabitants  and 
'  people  of  all  descriptions  to  conduct 
'  themselves  peaceably,  and  in  conformity 
'  to  the  orders  and  regulations  of  the  Com- 

<  mandant  ad  interim,  under  a  full  assu* 
'  ranee  that,  their  private  property  will  be 
'  protected,  and  ineir  true  interests  consi* 

<  dered,  by  the  respective  Commanden 
'  in  Chief  by  sea  and  by  land  of  his  Britan- 
'  nic  Majesty's  forces,  in  their  definitive 
'regulations,  founded  on  the  basis  of  the 
'  proclamation  already  published.'  On 
the  24th  of  February,  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Bourbon,  being  thus  left  to  themselves, 
also  surrendered  ;  and  the  conquest  of  the 
island  was  complete.  The  capitulation 
made  .by  the  Governor  contains  very  few 
stipulations  respecting  the  inhabitants. 
Indeed  he  must  have  been  well  aware, 
that  they  had  stipulated  for  themseWes  : 
he  merely  therefore  proposed,  that  the 
laws,  religion,  and  the  administration  of 
justice,  should  continue  in  their  present 
state,  which  was  granted,  subject  to  sach 
alteration  as  his  Britannic  Majesty  might 
think  necessary.  This  reservation,  bow- 
ever,  can  be  no  bar  to  the  claims  of  the 
inb.'.bitants.  They  were  no  parties  to  this 
capitulation :  they  had  made  a  separate 
capitulation  for  themselves,  foonded  on 
the  basis  of  the  proclamation  wbicb  bid 
been  addressed  to  them  exclusively;  md 
on  which  they  now  stand;  as  their  Magna 
Charta,  and  Bill  of  Rights.  This  procla- 
mation assures  them,  that  4he  sources  of 
their  prosperity  will  be  renewed;  that  their 
ancient  laws  shall  be  restored;  and  that 
Government,  to  which  they  were  subject 
under  the  British  flag,  shall  be  re-esu- 
blished  in  the  colony.  If  there  be  any 
meaning  in  words,  these  words  conrey  a 
general  assurance,  that  they  would  be 
replaced  in  that  situation  in  which  thev 
before  stood,  while  under  the  British 
Government. 

The  Commanding  Officers  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's forces  seem  to  have  been  placed  m 
rather  a  delicate  and  embarrassing  litw- 
tion.  They  were  instructed  to  capture 
the  islsind  of  Martinique :  they  wer«  •'*^ 
instructed,  not  to  consent  to  the  insertion 
of  any  article  in  the  capitulation,  which 
bound  his  Majesty's  Government  to  admit 
the  produce  of  Martinique  into  the  home 
consumption  of  Great  Britain;  Tbcy  seem 
to  have  felt  that  the  conquest  of  the  island 
was  not  attainable  with  the  force  under 
their  command,  if  they  were  to  he  opposed 
by  the  combined  force  of  the  inhabitants 
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and  the  garrison;  but  that  it  was  attainable, 
if  the  inhabitants  could  be  separated  from 
the  garrison.  Either  to  have  abandoned 
this  enterprise,  or  to  have  failed  in  it, 
would  have  been  disgraceful  to  the  British 
arms,  and  a  triumph  to  the  enemy. 
Under  these  circumstances,  they  would 
naturally  consider  the  conquest  of  the 
island  as  the  great  object ;  the  restrictions 
to  be  imposed  upon  the  produce  of  it,  as 
a  subordinate  object;  and  that  if  both 
were  incompatible,  the  latter  ought  to  give 
way  to  the  former.  On  this  principle, 
we  may  account  for  the  tenor  of  the 
proclamation :  and  I  think  that  in  issuing 
it,  they  acted  wisely  ;  availing  themselves 
of  that  discretionary  power  which  all 
officers  are  at  times  under  the  necessity  of 
exercising,  in  such  manner  as  they  judged 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of 
their  country. 

Of  the  effect  produced  by  this  procla- 
mation on  the  mmds  of  the  mhabitants  of 
Martinioue,  and  the  corresponding  efl&ct 
produced  en  their  conduct  by  the  expecta- 
tions to  which  it  gav^  rise,  no  doubt  can 
be  entertained.  The  official  dispatches  of 
our  CommaiHling  Officers  prove  that  they 
performed  all  the  conditions  required  of 
them :  that  they  retired  to  their  respective 
homes,  and  conducted  themselves  peace- 
ably. They  now  call  upon  us  to 
fulfil  our  part  of  the  covenant;  and  to 
make  good  the  promises,  on  the  faith 
of  which  they  have  put  themselves 
into  our  power.  In  deciding  upon  their 
claim,  we  are  bound  to  interpret  this 
proclamation  in  the  most  liberal  sense ; 
according  to  the  established  rule  in  every 
capitulation,  that  where  doubts  arise  as  to 
the  meaning  of  any  article,  it  shall  be 
interpreted  m  the  most  favourable  manner 
for  the  weaker  party.  I  am  entitled, 
therefore,  to  state  the  question  thus :  If 
our  Commanding  Officers  had  candidly 
told  the  inhabitants  of  Martinique,  that 
they  were  instructed  to  exclude  their  pro- 
duce  from  the  home  consumption  of  Great 
Britain,  would  they  have  acted  af  they 
have  now  done  ?  And  unless  that  can  be 
shewn  to  be  the  case,  if  we  deny  them 
any  of  the  advantages  which  that  procla- 


mation taught  them  to  expect,  we  expose 
ourselves  to  the  charge  of  insincerity  and 
want  of  candour,  and  are  furnishing  a  most 
formidable  weapon  against  ourselves  and 
oi|r  posterity,  in  case  of  future  wars  and 
future  enterprises  against  the  Colonies  of 
France;  for  we  are  teaching  their  inhabi- 
tants,  that  no  dependence  ought  to  placed 
on  the  promises  and  assurances  of  British 
Commanding  Officers.  I  might  remind 
the  House  that,  last  war,  we  took  Guada- 
loupe  by  the  assistance  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  were  driven  out  of  it  again,  after  a 
series  of  bloody  ^nd  destructive  conflicts, 
in  consequence  of  having  alienated  their 
aflectioas ;  but  I  will  not  make  this  a  ques- 
tion of  policy.  I  stand  upon  the  good 
faith  and  honour  of  the  British  nation. 

I  know.  Sir,  that  a  memorial  from  tb« 
inhabitants  of  Martinique,  praying  his 
Majesty  that  they  may  be  put  on  the  same 
footing  as  last  war,  and  that  their  produce 
may  1^  admitted  to  home  consumption,  ii 
in  contemplation,  and  probably  now  on 
its  way  home.  I  know  too,  that  this  me- 
morial has  been  promised  the  support  of 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  his  Majestjr's 
forces,  to  whom  they  capitulated;  and 
who  must  be  allowed,  from  having  all  the 
circumstances  of  their  case  before  him,  to 
be  the  best  judge  of  the  validity  of  their 
piretensions.  Would  it  be  just,  Sir,  would 
it  be  decent,  that,  under  these  circum* 
stances,  we  should  thus  precipitately  pre- 
judge the  question,  and  deprive  his  Ma- 
jesty of  the  power  of  doin^  justice  f  that 
we  shonld  deprive  the  inhabitants  of 
Martinique,  not  only  of  the  privilege 
which  they  claim  under  their  capitulation, 
but  of  another  most  valuable  privilege 
common  to  all  British  subjeets — the  privi- 
lege of  being  heard  in  their  own  defence  ? 
I  cannot  think.  Sir,  that  this  Hoose  will  sa 
act,  I  trust  they  wiU  preserve  the  justice 
;md  good  faith  pf  the  Britbh  nation  invio- 
late :  and  firom  a  regard  to  this  fnost  im- 
portant of  all  considerations,  as  well  as  the 
other  considerations  to  which  I  have  already 
adverted,  I  shall  move  as  an  amendment  te 
the  present  motion,  that  this  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time  thiaday  three  mondis. 
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